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Comrades, in view of the fact that Comrade Molotov has
gréady explained the point of view of the C. P. S. U. dele-
i gation, 1 have only a few remarks to make. 1 want to touch
P lightly upon three poinis that came out in the course of the
: debate. 1hese poims are — the problem of capitalist stabilisa-
Mdon; the problem of the proletarian class struggles that arise
'in connection with the precariousness of stabilisation; and the
_ probesn of the Commumist I arty of Germany.
It is with regret that 1 have to say that on all these three
. questions Comrades Humbert Droz and Serra have fallen into
 the mire of pusillanimous opporiunism. It is true that, so far
Comrade Humbert Droz has spoken only on formal questions.
b But 1 have in mind the speech on the question of princigles he
§ delivered at the meeting of the Politsecretariat of the E. C. C. L.
-at which {he question of the Rights and conciliators in the
ommunist Party of Germany was discussed, I think that ver)
speech represemts the ideological sfoundation of the position the
| minority of the Presidium of the E. C. C. L. took up at that
i meeting. 1 think therefore, that the speech on the quesiion of
nrinciples that Comrade Huwmbert-Droz delivered at the meeting
A the Politsecretariat of the E. C. C. I. must not be ignored.
| said that Comrades Humbert-Droz and Serra have fallen into
the milpe of pusiflanimous opportunism. What does that mean? It
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means that in addition 10 avowed opportunism, there is also
tacit opportunism, which dares not display its real features.
That is precisely the opportunism of conciliation with the
Right deviation. Conciliation is pusillanimous opportunism. 1
repeat that, to my regret, I must declare that both these com-
rades have fallen into the mire of pusillanimous opportupism.

Permit me to demonsirate this by a few facts,

1. The Problem o! Capitalist Stabilisation.

The Comintern proceeds from the assumption that present
day capitalist stabilisation is a temporary, transiemt, pre-
carious decaying sort of stabilisation that will break up more
and more as the capitalist crisis develops. This does not in
the least contradict the generally known fact about the growth
of capitalist technique and rationalisation. Indeed, it is on the
basis of this very growth of capitalist technique and rational-
isation that the internal unsoundness and decay of stabilisation
is developing. What did Humbert-Droz say in his speech ai the
Politsecretariat of the E. C. C. 1.? He flatly denied that sta-

“bilisation was precarious and transient. He bluntly stated in

his speech that “the VI. World Congress in fact condemned the
loose and general description of stabilisation as: — decaying.
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shaky, etc,, stabilisation”. He bluntly declared that the thesis
of the V1. Congress regarding the 1hird Period does not say
a word about stabilisation being precarious. Can Comrade
Humbert-Droz contention be regarded as correct? No it cannot;
becau.e the V1. Congress of the Comintern said the very op-
posite to what Comrade Humb:et-Droz said in his speech. In
the paragraph on the Third Period, the VI. Congress of the
Comintern sfated:
4This period (i. e, the third period. J. S.) will ine-
vitably lead — through the further development of the
coniradictions of capitaiist slabilisation — to capitalist sta-
bilisation becoming still more precarious and to the severe
inlensification of the general crisis of capitalism.”

Did you hear that? — “capitalist stabilisation becoming
more precarious . What does that mean? It means that stabilisa-
tion is aiready preca.ious and trans.ent, that it will become still
more precarious as a resull of the conditions prevailing in the
Third Teriod. Andl Comrade Humbert-Droz has the elfrontery
to sneer at everybody, including the German larty, who says
that stabilisation is a p.ecarious ani decaying stabilisation,
who says that the present struggle cf the working class under-
mines and disintegrates capitalist stabilisation. Who is Com-
rade Humbert-D:oz sneering at? Obviously he is sneering at
the decisions of the VI. Conrgess.

It follows therefore, that Comrade Humbert-Droz, while
ostensibly defending the decisions of the VI. Congress of the
Cominfern, is actually revising them, and is thus siiding into
the opporiunist conception of stabilisation.

That is how the ma'ter stanis in regard to the formal
side of the question, Let us now examine the material aspect
of the question. If present-lay stabilisation cannot be described
as precarious, decaying or transient, what kini of a stabilisation
is it then? The only thing that can be said abput it then is
that it is durable, or at all events, that it is Hecoming more
durable. But if capitalist stabilisation is becoming more durable,
what is the use of talking about the crisis of world capitalism
becom'ng more acute and profound? Obviously, this leaves no
room for the accentuation of the capitalist crisis. Is it not clear,
that Comraie Humbert-Droz has got himself entangled in his
own confraictions?

To proceed. Lenin said that capitalist development under
imoerialism is a iwo-sided process — 1) the growth of ca-
pital’'sm in some countries. and 2) the decay of capitalism in
other countries. Is this thesis correct? If it is correct, then
obviously capifalist stabilisation can be nothing else, but
decaving stabilisation.

Finally, I want to say a few words about a number of
facts that are well-known to you all, For examnle, the desperate
struggle the imperialist groups are carrying on among them-
selves for markets and for spheres for the export of canital.
There is the frantic growth of armaments in the capitalist
countries; the establishment of new mi'itary alliances and ob-
vious prepa-ations for new imnerialist wars. There is the
sharpening of the contradictions between two gigantic imnerial-
isms. the U. S A. ani Great Brifain. each of which is seeking
to draw all other States in‘o ifs resoective orbit. Finally. there
is the very existence of the Soviet Union; its growth and
achievements in the snoheres of construction, economiecs. in
culture ani politics. The verv existen~e of the Soviet Union,

quite apart from its growth, shatiers ani uvniermines the foun-
dations of world canitalism. How can Marxians. Leninists,
Communists maintain, after this. that canitalist stabilisation is
not a precarious ani decaying stabilisation. that it is not, vear
after year and day after day being shattered by the very process
of develonment?

Do Comrades Humbert-Droz and Serra realise the mess
thev have oot into® The nrin~inal mistakes Com~ades Humbert-
Droz and Serra make arise from this one mistake.

2. The Problem of the Proletarian Class Struggles.

Comrade Humbert-Droz also goes wrong on the question
. of the character ani significance of the class struggles of the
- proletariat in canita'ist countries. The conclusion to be drawn
from Comrade Humbert-Droz’ speech delivered at the meeting
of the I'olit-Secretariat is that the struggle of the working class,
its snontaneous clashes with the capitalists, are in the main of
a defensive character. that the leadership of the Communist
Party in this struggle must be exercised merely within the

limits of the existing reformist unions. Is that conclusion right?
No, it is not. To maintain this means to drag at the fal of
evenis. Comrade Humbert-Droz forgets that the struggle of
the working class is now proceeding on the basis of a pre
carious stabilisation, that the working clase siruggles not
infrequently are in the nature of counter-attacks; a counter-
offensive to the capitalist offensive and a direct offensive against
the capitalists. Comrade Humbert-D¥oz sees nothing new in the
recent struggles of the working class. He ignores such facts as
the general strike in Lodz; the strikes Tor an improvement in
conmuons of labour in France, Czechoslovakia and Germany,
the powerful mobilisation of the proletarian forces during the
metal workers' lockout in Germany, efc., etc.

What do these and similar facts signify? They signify that
in capitalist countries, the conditions precedent to a fresh
revival of the labour movement are maturing. This is the new
element that Comrades Humbert-Droz and Serra fail to see,
and which, of course, comrades who are in the habit of looking
behind instead of ahead, can never see. What does looking
behind instead of ahead mean? It means dragging at the fail
ol events; it means failing to see the new elements in events
and being caught unawares. 1t means that the Communisl
Parties must abandon the leadership in the labour movement.
This is exactly the point on which the leaders of the German
Party came to grief in the revolutionary period of 1923. There-
fore, those who do not wish to repeat the mistakes of 1923,

must stimulate the thoughts of the Communists and call upon
them to advance; they must prepare the masses for the im-
pending battles, must take all measures to prevent the Com-
munist Parties from dragging at the tail of events and the
working class from being caught unawares.

It is very strange that Comrades Humbert-Droz and Serra
forget these things.

During the Ruhr struggles, the German Communists
asserted that the unorganised workers were more revolutionary
than the organised {rade union members. Comrade Humbert
Droz waxes indignant over this, and declares that this is -im-
possible. That is queer! Why is it impossible? There are about
1,000,060 workers in the Ruhr. Only about 200,000 of these are
organised. The unions are led by bureaucratic reformisis who
have completely merged with the capitalist class. Is it sur-
prising that the unorganised workers proved more revolu-
tionary than the organised? Could it be otherwise? I could
relate to you more “surprising” facts from the history of the
Russian revolutionary movement. It often happened in Russia
that the masses were more revolutionary than some of their
Communist leaders. Every Russian Bolshevik knows this per-
fectly well, This is exactly why Lenin said that it was not omly
necessary to teach the masses, but also to learn from them.
These facts must not surprise us. We should rather be surprised
at the fact that Comrade Humber{-Droz does not understand
these simple things that occur in the sphere of Bolshevik re-
volutionary practice.

The same may be said of Comrade Serra. He does not
aporove of the German Communists acting outside the existing
unions and of their having broken down those limits in the
struggle to organise the locked-out metal workers. He regards
this as a violation of the resolution of the IV. Congress of the
R. I. L. U. He maintains that the R, I. L. U. instructed the
Communists to work only within the unions. This is non-
sense, comrades' The R. I. L. U. has not suggested anything
of the sort.

(Lozovsky: Hear, hear!)

To say this means to doom the Communist Party to the
role of a mere passive specfator in the class struggles of the
proletariat. To maintain this means to bury the idea of the
leading role of the Communist Party in the.Labour Movemenr.
It is the merit of the German Communists that they refused to
be scared by the twaddle about “trade union limits”, that they
broke through those limits and organised the struggle of the
unorganised against the will of the trade union bureaucrats.
It is the merit of the German Commwunists that they sought annd
foun1 new forms of struggle and of organising the unorganised
workers. Perhaps, in doing so they made some minor mistakes.
But new things are never accomplished withouwt mistakes. %1
does not at all follow that because we must work in the re-
formist unions if they are really mass organisaiions, therefore
we must confine our mass work to work in the reformis+t
unions, that we must become slaves to the rules and regulatiom s
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of those unions. If the reformist leaders are merging with
capitalism (see the resolutions of the VI. Congress of the C. 1.
and the IV. Congress of the R. I. L. U.) and the working class
is waging a struggle against capitalism, how can it ‘be main-
tsined that the working class struggle jed by the Communist
Party can be carried on without, to a certain extent, breaking
through the limits of the existing reformist unions? Gbviously,
it canuot be maintained without dropping into opportunism.
We can quile easily conceive of a situation in which it may
be mecessary to create parallel mass working class unions
against the will of the trade union bureaucrats who have sold
themselves to the capitalists. We have such a situation in the
Uniied States. It is quite possible for a similar situation to
arise in Germany.

3. The Problem of the Communist Party of Germany.

Is the Communist larty of Germany to be or not to be an
organised and consolidated organisation with iron discipline
— that is the quesfion, comrades? It is not merely a question
of Rights or conciliators that is at stake, but the very existence
of the Communist Party of Germany, The Communist Farty of
Germany exists. But inside the Communist Party of Germany
there are two forces which are disintegrating the Party from
within and are endangering its very existence. First, there is
the Right faction, which is orgunising a new anti-Leninist
Party within the Communist Party, with its own Central Com-
mittee ani its own press and which day in and day out
violates Party discipline. Secondly, there is the conciliatory
group, which, by its vacillations, strengthens the Right faction.
There is no need for me to prove here that the Right faction
is breaking with Leninism and is waging a desperate struggle
sgrinst the Comintern. That has been proved long ago. Nor
is there any need for me to prove that the conciliatory group
vio'ates the known decision of the VI. Congress concerning the
systematic struggle against the conciliators. That also has been
proved already. The situation in the German Party has reached
the limit of toleration. The “state of affairs” in which the
Rights poison the atmosphere with Social Democratic ideological
rubbish ani systematically violate the elementary principles of
Party discipline, while the conciliators carry grist to the mill
of the Rights must no longer be tolerated, lor to do so would
mean fo turn against the Comintern and to violate the ele-
menfary demanis of Leninism. A situation has arisen similar
to that which we had in the C. P. S, U. (if not worse) in the
last phase of the struggle against Trotskyism, when the Party
and the Comintern were compelled to drive the Trotskyists out
of their ranks. Everyone realises this now. But Comrades
Humbert-Droz and Serra do not see it, or pretend they do
not see it. So much the worse for them. This means that they
are ready to support both the Rights and the conciliators even
at the risk of utterly disintegrating the Communist Party of
Germany.

In arguing against the expulsion of the Rights, Comrades
Humbert-Droz and Serra refer to the decision of the V1. Con-
gress about combating the Right tendencies by ideological
means. Yes, the VI. Congress did pass such a decision. But
these comrades forget that the decision of the VI. Congress
does not say that the struggle of the Communist Parties against
the Right danoer must be confined to measures of an ideological
character. Nothing of the kind! With reference to the measures
for combating deviations from the Leninist line by ideological
means. the VI. Coneress of the Comntintern, in its resolution
on Comrade Bukharin’s report declared that:

“This does not imnly that discip'ine is lo be relaxed;
on the contrarv., it implies the general tightening up of
iron internal discipline, the absolute subordination of the
minorily to the majority, the absolute subordination of the
m’nor organisations, as well as all the other Party organi-
sations (varliamentary fractions, trade union f{ractions, the
press, eic.) to the leading Party Centres.”

Strange that Comrades Humbert-Droz and Serra forget
thie thesis in the resolution of the VI. Congress of the Com-
intern. It is very strange that all conciliators, those who regard
thermselves conciliators as well as those who shun that naine,
systematically forget this important theses in their reference to
the resolution of the VI. Congress of the Communist Inter-

IR,

What are we to do if, instead of a general tightening up of
iron discipline in the German Party, we get crying lacts ol
deliberate violation of discipline, by the Rights-and partly also
by some of the conciliators? Can such a situation be tolerated
any longer?

What are we to do if, instead of absolute subordination
of the minor organisations, the trade union fractions an{ the
Party press to the Central Commitfee, we get in the Communist
Party of Germany crying facts of the gross violation of this
demand of the VI. Congress of the Comintern by the Righis ana
partly also by some of the conciliators? Can such a situation be
tolerated any longer? ’

You know the conditions of acceptance {o the Comintern
adopted at the II. Congress. I have in mind the 21 conditions.
Foint 1 in those conditions lays it down that:

“the periodical and non-periodical press and all Party
publishing offices must be completely subordinated to the
Central Committee of the Party, irrespective as to whether
the Party as a whole at the time is legal or illegal.”

You know that the Right faction has two newspapers. You
know that these papers refuse absolutely {o submit to the
Central Commiitee of the Communist Party of Germany, The
question is: can such an outrage be {olerated any longer?

Foint 12 of the 21 Conditions stipulaies that the Party
must be “organised in the most centralised fashion’, that “iron
discipline bordering on military discipline must prevail”. You
know that the Rights in the German Farty refuse to recognise
any kind of discipline, iron or any other, except their own
factional discipline. The question is: can such an outrage be
tolerated any longer?

Or you will say perhaps that the stipulations of the Il. Coii-
gress of the Comintern are not binding on the Rights?

Comrades Humbert-Droz and Serra cry out against alleged
violation of the decisions of the Communist Infernational. In
the Rights we have real (and not alleged) violators of the
fundamental principles of the Communist International. Why
do they remain silent? Is it not because they, while ostensiby
defending the decisions of the Comintern, want to defend the
Rights and to have these decisions revised?

The statement Comrade Serra made is particularly
interesting. He swears by his faith that he is against the Rights,
against the conciliators, etc. But what conclusions does he
draw from that? To fight the Rights and the conciliators® Not
at all. He draws the extremely strange conclusion that the
Polit-Bureau of the C. C. of the German Farty must be re-
organised! Try and think this out: the Politbureau of the C. C.
of the C. P. G. is waging a determined struggle against the Right
danger and the vacillations of the conciliators; Comrade Serra
is in favour of combating the Rights and the conciliators;
therefore, Comrade Serra proposes that the Rights and the
conciliators be not interfered with, that the struggle against
the Rights and conciliators be slackened and that the com-
position of the Politbureau of the C. C. of the C. P. G. be changed
fo suit the wishes of the conciliators. And this is called a
“logicat conclusion”. 1 hope Comrade Serra will excuse me
if 1 say that his argumems reminds me of a provincial lawyer
trying to prove that black is white. His line of argument is
precisely what we call a lawyer's defence of opportunisi
elements.

Comrade Serra proposes to reorganise the Poli‘bureau of .
the C. C. of the C. P. G,, e. g. to remove some members and to ,
replace them by others. Why does not Comrade Serra say |
clearly and frankly who these substitutes should be? !

(Serra: Those whom the VI, Congress of the Comintern |
desired.) :

But the VI. Congress did not propose that the conciliators ;
be rehabilitated. On the conirary, it instructed us to wage ay
systematic struggle against conciliation. And precisely be- 3
cause the concihators failed fo carry out this instruction, the
Presidium of the E. C. C. L. on Oct. 6, 1928, i. e., after the
VL. Congress, passed the well known decision on the Rights
and the conciliators. Comrade Serra wants to pose as the sole
interpreter of the decisions of the VI. Congress. He has not
by any means proved his claim to this. The interpreter of the
decisions of the VI, Congress is the Executive Commitice of
the Comintern and its Presidium. | observe that Comrade Serra
does not agree with the decision of the Presidium of (he
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E. C. C. L. of Oct. 6, although he has not stated so frankly.
So much the worse for him. .

What is the conclusion? There is but one conclusion — the
attitude of Comrades Humbert-Droz ani Serra to the question
of the German Tl'arty is that of a pusillanimous lawyers de-
fence of the Rights against the C. P. G. and against the Com-
intern.

4. The Rights in the C. P. G and in the C. P. S, U.

I learned today from several speeches delivered here that
some German conciliators refer to the speech I delivered at
the November l'lenum cf the C. C, of the C. P. S. U. on the
question of the methods of combating the Right elements as a
justification of their position. As you know 1 said in my speech
(it has been published) that in the present phase of development
of the struggle against the Right danger in the C. P, S. U.,, the
principal method to be applied is that of an ideological struggle,
which however does not preclude the application of organisa-
tional measures in individual cases. 1 substantiated my thesis
by saying that the Rights in the C. P. S. U. have not yet
become crystallised, 1{hat they do not constitute a group or a
faction and have not yet violated, or failed fo carry out,
any of the decisions of tille C. P. S. U. I said that if the Rights
will resort to factional fighting and will commence {o violate
the decisions of the C. C. of the C. P. S, U, they will be treated in
the same way as the Trotskyists were treated in 1927. This, 1
think, is clear. Is it not silly af.er this to refer to my speech
as an argument in favour of the Rights in Germamy, where
they have already commenced to employ factional methods of
struggle and where they systematically violate the decisions of
the C. C. of the C. P.G., or as an argument in favour of the con-
ciliators in Germany, where they have not yet dissociated
themselves from the Right faction and where, it seems, they
do not intend to do so? I th'nk that anything sillier than this
would be difficult to find. Only those who have abandoned
dia'ectical thinking can fail to understand the full depth of the
difference that exists between the position of the Rights in the
C. P. S. U. and the position of the Rights in the C. P. G.

After all, the Rights in the C. P. S. U. are not a faction
and it is an incontrovertible fact that they loyally carry out the
decisions of the C. C. of the C. P. S. U. The German Rights,
on the contrary, already have a faction, with a factional centre
at its head, an1 systematically trample unier foot the decisions
of the C. C. of the C. P, G. Is it not clear that the methods ot
combating the Rights at the present moment cannot be the same
in these two Parties?

Furthermore, here in the U. S. S. R. we have not a social
democracy as an o-ganised and serious force to foster and
stimulate the Right danger in the C. P. S. U. In Germany, on
the contrary, there is side by side with the Communist Party,
a more powerful and a fairly well organised Social Democratic
Party which fosters the Right danger in the Communist Party
of Germany and which ulilises that danger as an objective
channel through which to permeate our Party. Only the blind
can fail to see the difference between the situation in the
U. 8. S. R. and that in Germany.

One more point. Our Party grew and became consolidated
in desmerate struggles against the Mensheviks, which struggles
took the form of direct civil war against the Mensheviks which
lasted for several years. Do not forget that in November 1917,
we Bolsheviks, overthrew the Mensheviks ani1 S.R.’s as the
Left wing of the counter-revolutionary imnenialist bourgecisie.
That, by the way, exp'ains the strong traditions of hosti'ity to
avowed opportunism in the C. P. S. U, traditions that are
not founi in anv other Communist Party in the world. Tt is
sufficient fo recall the fact that the Partv workers in Moscow
in a periodl of not more than two mouths, at one blow. as it
were. straightened out the line of the Moscow Commitfee: it
is suificient fo recall this to be able to understani how strong
the traditions of hostility towards avow~d onportunism are in
our Party. Can we say the same of the German Party?

Probably you will agree with me that, much as we may
regret it, we cannot say it. More than that, we cannot deny
that the Communist Party of Germany has not yet by a Jong
way freed itself from its Social Demncratic traditions which
¢ ter the Right danger in the C. P. G.

These then are the conditions in Germany and the con-
ditions in the U. S. S. R. The conditions are different in each
case and necessitate different methods of struggle against the
Right danger. ’

Only those who have lost the elementary understaading
of Marxism can lail to understand this simple fact.

In the Commission of the November Plenum of the C. C.
of the C. P. S. U. charged with the drafting of the resolution,
a group of comrades moved to extend the application of the
fundamental points of the resolution to the other sections of
the Comintern, including the German Section. We rejected that
motion, and declared that the conditions of the struggle against
the Right danger in the C, P. G. were cardinally different from
the conditions of the struggle in the C. P. S. U.

5. The Draft of the Open Letter.

Two words concerning the draft resolutions submitted by
the commissions of the E. C. C. I. Comrade Serra thinks that
these draft resolutions are provincial in character. Why? Be-
cause, it appears, the draft of the Open Letter does not contain
an analysis of the political situation that gave rise to the
Right danger. This is ridiculous, comrades. We have such an
analysis in the resolutions of the VI. Congress. Is it necessary
to repeat it? I think there is no need for repetition. Properly
speaking. we could limit ourselves to a short resclution on the
Rights who systematically violate the decisions of the VI. Con-
gress, and who, therefore, are liable to expulsion, and on the
conciliators who refrain from combating the Rights and there-
fore deserve a serious warning. The reason we did not limit
ourselves to a short resolution, is because we want to explain
to the workers the nature of the Right tendency, to expose
to them the real features of Brandler and Thalheimer, what
they were in the past and what they are now, to show to the
workers how long the Comintern and the C. P. S. U, had
spared them in the hope that they would mend their ways, to
show how long they have been tolerated in the ranks of the
Communists and why such people can no longer be tolerated
in the ranks of the Comintern. That is why the draft resolution
is longer than might have been at first expected.

Comrade Mo'otov has already stated that the delegation
of the C. P. S. U. is fully and wholeheartedly in favour of
these draft resolutions. I can but repeat Comrade Molotov's
statement. 1 would like fo make only a few minor amendments.

(Comrade Stalin reads the amendments and hands them to
the Presidium.)

The above speech also appears in the current number of
the “Communist International”. Editor.

THE BALKANS

The Coup d’Etat in Yugoslavia.
By Willi Schlamm (Vienna).

During the night from 5th to 6th January King Alexander
of Yugos'avia set aside the constitution and took all - power
into his own hands.

In a short royal decree it was stated:

“The King possesses all power in the countrz
He issues the laws, he appoints the officials, the Prime
Minister and Ministers, determines promotion in the army
and commands the defensive forces ... The ministers are
responsible solely to the king.”

The new Ministerial Council which was at once appointed
immediately proceeded to carry out the absolutist dictatorship.
It proclaimed the “Law for the defence of the State” as the
basis of the entire political system. In consequence, preventa-
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tive censorship was imposed upon the press, and public mee-
tings of a political character as well as private conferences
were forbidden. The press is not permitted to publish any
comment on the formation of the government,

The establishment of an open dictatorship in Yugoslavia
is an attempt to overcome the State crisis by means of unre-
strained terror against the masses of the people. Generals Ziv-
kovitch and Hadunch, the two generals appointed to conduct the
Ministry, belong to the “White Hand”, the most reactionary
officers' clique in the country. They rely before all on the
military and the Serbian hegemonist officials.

Contrary to the reports in the bourgeois foreign press,
Parliament is not to be closed temporarily, but a dictatorship
for a long period is to be set up, as is expressly stated in the
Manifesto of King Alexander. :

The government crisis, however, which led to the
couﬂp d'état, started with the demonstrations at Zagreb
early in December on the occasion of the ten-year annmiver-
sary of the inception of the Yugoslav State. At that time
wildly excited Croatian masses, including students in parti-
cular but also numbers of workers. protesied in the streets of
/agreb against the hegemony of the Serbs. The Croatian flag
was hoisted on the Government buildings, where upon the
authorities responded with a brutal assault, leaving two dead
and many wounded in the streets.

T ——— - —

The December demonstrations led to a fresh aggravation
of the relations between Belgrade and Zagreb. Prime-Minister
Koroshetz proceeded more and more drastically against the
Croats, the provocative appointment of Maximovitch, an active
colonel, as prefect of the Zagreb district, causing special
embitterment.

This course did not only entail passionate resistance in
Croatia; it was not without its efiect even within the Belgrade
Government parties. A “revolt” ensued on the part of the
) rats under the lead of Davidovitch, who had been parti-
apating in the Government. Davidovitch had slowly come to
comprehend that his party would lose all its popularity if it
continued to render services to the Koroshetz Cabinet. And
since he counted on the likelihood of a speedy end to the
Koroshetz Government and of new election at no distant date,
he rather fancied himself in the rdle of a mediator between
Belgrade and Zagreb. Thus the plenum of the Belgrade Par-
liamentary Democratic fraction resolved (at first against the
adherents of the “Democratic” Foreign Minister Marinkovitch)
to withdraw their support from the Koroshetz Government.
Shortly alterwards, the Central Comittee unanimously con-
firmed the cancellation of the Coalition agreement.

On the December 30th the Government resigned. quite openly
explaining its procedure as due to the irreconcilab'e dificrences
of opinion which had ensued among the Government parties
‘n regard {o the attitude towards Croatia.

The underlying reason of this development, however, must
be sought elsewhere. It may be attributed to a systematic inter-
vention of both the British and the French Government. Quit2
2 zhort time avo the British Minister Kennard visited Zagreb,
while at the same time the French Minister Dard was neuo-
liating in Belgrade. Both had been instruc‘ed by their resnective
Governments to work in the two political centres in the
lirection of a sneedy solution of the Serbo Croatian difference,
 pecessary with the menace of a financial bovcott in the case
=f non-compliance. British capital has at all times been in
cicse  relations with Zacereb., whereas the French inferests
voured Belgrade, so that this distribution ol roles came as
+ matter of course.

In the first davs of lanuvary there tonk nlace the negotia-
tions between the King and the leaders of the late government
ind the Oprposition parties, The result was the coup d'etat.

The coup d'etat has been carried out with the direct aoree-
neat of the French government and with at 'east the annroval
4 the British government. This is demonstrated bv the fart
nat Marinkovitch, the former Foreizn Minister. remains in the
~avernment of the dictatorshin. by which it is infenled 10
‘=monstrate that the foreign policy of the lafe sovernment will
- continved. Alreadv before the demission of the Koreshetz
< wermmment the British and French Ambassadors in Yugo-

slavia, on behalf of their governments, insisted on ths most
rapid possible solution of the State crisis. Great Britain and
France gave it to be unierstood that they are bound to attach
the greaiest importan-e to tiie most rapid establishment o!
“internal order” in Yugoslavia, because only under this condition
can Yugos'avia be regarded as a reliable pariner in the Balkan
front against the Soviet Union. When it became evident, by the
demission of the Koroshetz government. that, in view of the
feeling of the masses in Croatia, the difiiculties of an uu‘er-
sanding with Zagreb are still too great, the imperia'ist advi-
sors to the King recommended that this resistance bz overcome
by a dictatorship.

At the same time the Serbian bourgeoisie, in view of 1he
contstant threat on the side of Italy, requires a form of govern-
ment which. in the event of war, can break with ruthless bru-
tality the resistance of the working masses.

The leaders of the peasant-democratic coalition seem fo
have been won for the plan of the dictatorship already at their
audience with the King, which took place the previous wecek.
As a preliminary price the Croats were granted four seals
in the new Cabinet of the dictatorship, which. it is true, werc
given not to prominent Iarty leaders but to intermediats people.

The military dictatorshin is directel with fu'l sharncess
solely against the workin%fmasses, whose resistance to the in-
tended submission to the Belgrade hegemonists is o be brokcn,
the mcre so as the capilulation po'icy of the Croat leaders
was leading to the formation of a broad basis for the revolu-
tionisinz of wide masses under the leadershin of the workers
and peasants’ bloc. One of the immediate efiecis of the esta-
blishment of the dictaforshin is to assist the leaders of the
peasant-demccratic coalition by enabling them to desert the
masses of the people. On the other hani Matchek ani Pribitch--
vitch helped to prepare the diciatorship by concentraling their
policy uron the nerson of the Kinv. and it will be their task
in the first decisive days of the diratorshin !o keen the Crna-
tian massés quiet by representing the abolition of the Consti-
tution as a success for the Croatians,

In this shameful decention they are receivine the heln of
the Yugoslavian social democracy. which reoresents {"e severe
crisis as being a “savabb’e between the bourgeois parties” and
recommends the proletariat to remain commletely passive. It
will deneni precisely unon the action of the working mnassrs
whether the dictatorshin will be ab'e to carry out an?' realise
its policy without opposition. a po'icy which is direcled cqually
against the working population in Yugos'avia ani the Soviet
Union.

The immediate developments will depend to no small extent
upon the covrage and the dclermination of the Yugosl~vian
revo'utionaries. who must endcavour (o mobilise the wnrlking
masses for the covnfer-attack. In any event the strugele of the
Yugoslavian workers’ and peasants’ bloc has entered that nhas<e
in which it must be directed with a'l sharnness agains! the
traitors in the ncasant-democratic coalition and the Yvgoslaviar
social democracy.

The establishment of the dictatorship in Yuvoslavia acce-
lerates the preparations for war acainst the Soviet Union Ifs
further effects may very soon ccniront the Communist Parties
of the other countries with very serious tasks.

L

The First Measnres of the
Dictatorship in Yugoslavia,

he ecstablishment of the absoluie dictatorshin of King
Alexacder Kargoeoreaviceh in Yurnslavia was an=nime»d hy
a proclamation of the king on January 6th. In this procla-
madon Parliamntarism is reieced os neiny a Chiodrave: o
any iruithil work of the Siate” and it is d-creed that the
“Ccnstitution of the kingdom of June 1s:hii 1921, is no longer
in icree”, Parliament is ar the same time dissolved.

The measures [nr the consolidation of the dicratorshin
then followed one aiter ano'her. At first ther2 wers promol-
gated four laws which determine the antherity of the king
and the absolutist administration of the State
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The first law hands over the whole legislative and executive
power to the king. 1t is divided into 21 paragraphs which
contain the detailed provisions.

By means of the second law, for the “defence of the realm”,
all parties which are organised on a national or religous
basis are dissolved. Further, all public meetings of political
arties are to be declared impermissible (eyen private ones) un-
ess they are specially permitted by the government, This law
will soon put an end to the joy of the Croatian opposition
over the coup d'élat which found expression in the articles
and declarations of Matchek and his friends; for by virtue of
this law the Croatian Peasant Party and the Mohammedan
Party in Bosnia and Herzegovina are being dissolved.

The third law completely abolishes the liberty of the Press.
It establishes a preventive censorship and makes the author,
the editor. the pubisher, the owner of the printing works and
the distributor jointly responsible lor the publication of an
article. The Minister for the Interior can forbid the publication
of a newspaper altogether.

The fourth law concerns the administration in the pro-
vinces and municipalities. The municipal councils are dissol-
ved, the burgomasters are removed from oftice. In Belgrade,
Zagreb and Laibach they are appointed by the king; in the
other municipalities by the governor of the province. The work
of the provincial diets is entrusted to State commissioners.

On the strength of these laws the king has all power in
the country. He issues all the laws. and the Ministers are
responsible only to him. He is unlimited autocrat, both politi-
cally and militarily.

The government which has been appointed under the new
State law, at whose head there sits such a brutal militarist as
the commander of the guards, Gezneral Zivkovitch, is pre-
paring four further laws, The first will establish a Special
court for the “Defence of the State”, which in actual fact will
be an exceptional court against the working masses. The
grm s 3 Ter ayhasdizaleg tha dndgee and their judgments to the
orders of the soverion dictator. The two other laws provide
equal measures for the two supreme courts.

Wnh 1his the government has taken up the work inr the
“establishment of law and order”.

The Balance of the Elections in
Roumania.
By J. E. (Bucharest).

Cn December 12th there were DParliamentary eleclions in
Roumania. the outcome of which is of the very greatest impor-
tance for the Roumanian working class.

The results recorded permit of thiree significant infarences:
1. The pronounced defeat of the Bratianu Party, hitherto in
office; 2. the victory of the National-Zaranist Party; and 3. the
united front of the bourgeoisie against the revolutionary prole-
tariai led by the Communist Pariy.

The defeat of the Liberal Party, which had for ten years
rvled the country unrestrictedly. was a natural outcome of its
entire system of government, characterised by White terrorism,
an in-redible exnloitation of the broad masses of workers and
peastnts. the violen suppression of the national minoritics, and
a po'icy of predatory economy.

The signal defeat of this party. which obtained hardly six
per cent, of the tota! number of votes, was at the same time
the victory of the National-Zaranist Party, the only bourgeois
party onmosing the dictatorshin of Bratianu, and this party
it is which has now acceded to power.

There is a widespread impression that in the Balkan
coun:ries the government parly of the moment invariably attains
a majority, anl this opinion is in keeping with facts. The
government parties generally take all the necessary steps to
ensure their victory at the elections, such as the forging of
lisis, the theft of ballot boxes, and the changing of ballot papers.

These methods the Maniu Government did not employ. The
election it instituted was “free” and “Democratic”, quite on
the ‘“democratic” lines of the West-European States. That 1
to say, the bourgeois parties had full liberty of agitation, and
the entire terrorism and all the power of the reactionary
election-laws were directed against the workers, against their
one and only revolutionary organisation, against the Workers'
and Peasants’ Bloc, and against the Communist Party.

The “victory” of the National-Zaranist T'arty, which ob-
tained roughlly 80 per cent. of all the votes cast proves thal
there are still powerful “democratic” illusions among the broad
masses. These illusions, strengthened by demagogic s'ogans
and promises on the part of the National-Zaranist Party,
induced even the working population, including the peasants
in particular, to give their votes to the new Government.

In his lengthy oppositional struggle against the Liberal
Farty, Maniu managed by clever manoeuvres and “Left” phra-
seology to gain the adherence of the broad classes of the
population.

The Social Democrais played into the hands of the party
now in office, whose main ally they were in the task of hood-
winking the masses. Their jubilation in regard to the new
era, the new epoch of “democracy” and “liberty”, was direcied
fowards diverting the attention of the workers from their real
class interests and towards strengthening the illusions arousei
by the National-Zaranists.

It was conly the Communist Party that endeavoured to
expose the lies of the National-Zaranists and to point out the
right way to the masses, The Tarty, however, is forbidden
Roumania and obliged to work in a condition of illegality.
Its place was taken during the elections by the Workers’ and
Peasants’ Bloc, the revolutionary united-front organisation of
all workers.

The nuimber of votes pol'ed by the Workers’ and Teasants’
Bloc amounts to roughly 46.000. In reality it is considerabl)
greater. In districts in which — as a result of terrorism or for
want of organisational connections — there was no possibility
of putling up separate lists of candidates, the adherents of the
Bloc were instrucied to make their ballot papers invalid by
simply writing on them “Down with Terrorism”. The number
of vo'es spoiled was 53,000, a very great proportion of which
total may be atiribu'el to this slogan. But even if we count
cnly the fully valil votes, we may see that the Bloc gained
an accretion of 13.050 votes over the result at the last elections.
where it polled 30.070, But all these numbers fail to give a
proper conception of tke influence of the Workers’ ani lea-
sants’ Bloc on the working masses of Roumania. The “demo-
cratic” Maniu Governmernt conducted the elections. on the
basis of the most reactionary of all electoral sysiems, created
during the Bratianu adminis‘ration. According to thislaw the
vew regisier of electors comes into force in the first rponth of
each year, Thus the elections were carried out on the basis of
lists prepared in January 16928 under the rule of the Librral
I"arty. The manner in which the electorate used to be; “sifted”
by Bratianu and his clique is well known. A consjderab'e
poriion of the working class could thus not take part:in the

elections at all. :

S

The “democratic” Maniu Government which set ‘up the
slogan of “free elections”, employed all means at its /disposal
to prevent the Workers’ an1 leasants’ Bloc from gefiing in*»
close tcuch with the working masses. While all the Rpourgeois
parties, including the Social Democrats, the “Rigtat.radical”
Cuzists (Anti-Semites), and even the bitterest opnonefnts of the
National-Zaranist Tarty. the “Liberals”, had comn'etye free’om
in their election agitation, the leaders of the Wor'-kers' and
Peasants’ Bloc were exposed to constant persecutid n on the
part of the Government and its organs, the “sigura%pza” and

the gendarmes. .

In spite of the decree regarding the abolition of the
censorship and of the state of siege, the workers’ press conti-
nued t» be censcred and the revolutionary workers to be
brought before courts martial. The meeting of the Workers'
and Peasants’ Bloc were prohibited, their candidates weye
arrested, their newspapers and election literature confiscated.
In a number of towns the election lists of the Bloc were not

N
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permitted at all by the authorities. In Bukovina this was done
on the grounds that some of the signatures had been made in
Ukrainian characters. The inhuman torturings practised by
the siguranza continue to occur under the Maniu regime. At
Bubusi a workman mamed Nikolai Nagy was arrested for
distributing election literature of the Workers’ and Peasants
Bloc and tortured until he became insane. Election agitation in
the country was made quite imposible by an unparalleled
terrorism on the part of the gendarmes. Such agitators of the
Bloc as visited the villages were arrested, brutalli ill-treated,
and drafted to the nearest town, where they were handed over
to the siguranza.

So as definitely to gag the revolutionary labour movement,
the Government invented a new “democratic” ruse. All the
proprietors of printing-works and of premises suitable for
meetings were summoned to appear before the siguranza, where
they were imstructed, with appropriate threats, to refuse the
use of their works or premises for the priniing of manifestos
or the holding of assemblies of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc.
The jubilation of the Social Democrats in regard to “demo-
cracy” and “liberty” and their dithyrambic praise of the
“democratic” Maniu Government accompanied this campaign of
the bourgeoisie against the working class.

It would be wholly wrong, however, to attribute the rela-
tive paucity of the votes cast for the Workers’ and Peasants’
Bloc to no other reason than the terrorism exercised by the
Government. The fact must be admitted that the result is
partly due to the mistakes committed by the Bloc itself.

A false estimation of the general situation in Roumania and
an opportunistic attitude in regard to the bourgeois Opposition
caused both the Communist Party and the B'oc on the occasion
of former elections to form a united front with the bourgeois
parties and even with the party of Averescu. Instead of issuing
its own slogans, the Party adopted the demands of the bour-
geoisie for “free elections” and a “peop'e’s coustitution”, The
slogan of self-determination to the extent of actual secession
was replaced by the demand for a “Federative Republic of the
Workers and Peasants of Roumania”.

These tactics weakened the Tarty and transferred it from
the basis of the class struggle to that of compromises, a change
which also found expression in the vacillating policy of the
Party in the matter of the adherence of the United Trade
Unions to the Amsterdam International, in the over-estimation
of the possibilities of a fight against the White Terror by
means of deputations to the Government. and in a number of
mistakes in connection with the combination of illegal work
with legal possibilities, a pronouncedly lega'istic and liqui-
datory tendency.

Of late the Party has materially improved its line of action.
The demands for an expropriation of 'ani without comnen-
sation. for self-cetermination to the exten’ of secession. for an
'mmediate complete disarmament and cessation of war-prepa-
rations against the Soviet Union, and for a government of the
workers and peasants — all these are princinles of a really
revolutionary party of the masses, of a real Communist Party.

There was, however, not sufficient time to a'low these
slogans to strike root among the working masses In the space
of one month the Tarty was not able to make the masses

understand that the same Workers’ and Tleasants’ Bloc which

had ‘supported the National-Zaranist Party at the last elections
and had not made any utterances in the meantime, was now
ready to oppose that party to the utmost.

_ The sabotage, too, which was exercised by the opportunist
wing of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc and in the United
Trade Unions, was no small obstacle to the Party on its way
‘o the winning of the masses. The peity-bourgeois ideology of
‘his legalist-liquidatory group was most drastizall apparent
during the Cluj trials ‘in the speeches of Koloman Miiller, Roz-
vamy, and oihers, who — contrary to the so-called “illegal
group” with its stirring revolutionary oratory — repudiated
the revolutionary class-struggle and "assumed the standpoint
of bourgeois “democracy”. This group did all in its power to
undermine the revolutionary aims of the Party, while most
characteristically attempting to clothe its oprortunism in “Left”
phrases. It was the members of this group who, at the Congress
of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc, spoke against taking part
in the elections.

But in spite of all these difficulties, the Party recorded a
series of successes. In the first place we may point to the exten-
sion of the united front. The Ukrainian Socialist Party, which
hitherto belonged to the Union of Social Democratic Parties of
Roumania, has now quitted this union and joined the Workers’
and Peasants’ Bloc. In its campai for a general pol'tical
amnesty, too, the Party has succeeded in gathering the broad
mass of workers and intellectuals under its banner. This means
that the Communist I'arty of Roumania has discovered the right
way to win the masses.

The Maniu Government, which is nothing but an agent
of foreign capital and a ool of Anglo-French imperialism in its
war-preparations against the Soviet Union, will soon be forced
to show its true face openly. Its own class interesis and the
pressure of the financially all-powerfu! Liberal arty will force
it to forget its “radical” promises and to continue the policy
of Bratianu, the policy of extreme exploitation, of the violation
of minorities, of the White Terror, and so forth, -

Politically, the Maniu Government stands for a concen-
tration of all bourgeois forces against the workers. The task
with which the C. P. of Roumania is conironted consists in
the organisation of a defensive front of the workers and
peasants against the offensive of the united bourgeoisie, in a
revelation to the masses of the true class-nature of the Na-
tional-Zaranist Party and of the new Government, and in an
uninterrupted struggle for thé daily interests of the workers,
connected with final slogams, to unmask the falsehood and
treachery of the Naiional-Zaranists and of their allies, the
Social-Democrats and to gain the adherence of the masses. At
the same time, the Party must endeavour to wage a fierce
fight against the opportunistic and liquidatory elements in its
own ranks.

POLITICS

Parker Gilbert’s Report and the
Reparations Question.
By Paul Braun (Berlin).

The annual report published on New Year’s Day by
Parker Gilbert, Agent-General for German Reparations, is in
a double sense a significant document. It appears at a moment
when - fresn struggles on the part of the g:rman proletarian
masses and fresh social conflicts cast their shadows before
and on the eve of the negotiations regarding the final regu-
lation of the Reparations question, which forms the very focus
of the world-political differences of the present time,

Reduced fo the shortest possible formula, the new annuai
report of Parker Gilbert affirms that in the course of last year
the capitalist stabilisation in Germany reached such a degree
of firmness and consiancy that there could be no question of
a reduction of the yearly Reparations paymenis established by
the Dawes Tlan. i. e. that a revision of the Dawes I'lan was
not to be considered.

Before arniving at this conclusion, the Agent-General lo:
Reparations proceeds in his report to sing the praises of
Germany’s capital stabilisation in a tone which we are ordi-
narily accustomed to hear from none but the Social Democratic
*apologists of the said stabilisation. Inter alia, he says:

“Germany’ production and commerce and the credit
conditions in the country have acquired a character of
greater constancy than at any time since the war. The
general economic conditions have consolidated at a rela-
tively high level. The volume of consumption in 1928 may
be regarded as an impressive sign of the improved s‘andiard
of living of the broad masses of the population. Normally
and from the standpoint of experience hitherto made, there
can be no possibility of the German budget not being able
to render its normal contribution in the form of Repara-
tions. The t-ansfer of the German paymenis to the Repa-
rations creditors has ensued regularly and without any
disturbances to the German currency.”
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Parker Gilbert’s thesis is doubly in keeping with the =
interests. of the American financial ycaergtalistsr.; E affords 1.'11 The Wave of Reaection in Egypt‘
weighty pretext for a general and immediate offensive on the . B. lem).
partg o{ German trust capital on its own behalf ani on fhat J (Jerusae?n) . .
of the Dawes creditors against the German working class, As was to be foreseen, the realisation of the various re-
while at the same fime it is a slarting-point for a new advance forms in Egypt projected by Mohammed Pasha Mahmud is
of the American imperialists against the European constellation Proceeding with exireme slowness. Not a single one of the
of forces under British lead. _ msnil]em:_s hprﬁmmsdtowthe w?rkger:, gle 'r):e:s?arf(w ":ﬁ,“"g, ithc
The Reparations Agent, representing international financial W'th which Mahmud was so lavish after Is taxing over e
capital, atialc)ﬁs the “tengdency tl()) undue expenditure” and cals ‘g‘g.\;;{rn,llrtl.ent;’ s‘l:g\;'s ?,“Y“;}gt‘llsbad being ful'illledx._tegverywher;
for “mmaterial retrenchments” and for the “increase of certain ! xcuhil]es wh ea.yts_s ’ [lst-hr nces; " are ret‘po o 1 an
taxes in the interest of balancing the budget”. He criticises the m?f‘.““{ € d fh pos'lmlotq o Ofethpopuaion contimes bl remain
“augmentation of salaries and pensions to civil servants” and argslca‘ 1""“ e situation e country grows visibly more
demands a “wise financial policy” for the German railways, peraie.
by which he means a renunciation by the Government of its In order to cope with this slate of affairs the Mahmud
right of interference with the extortionate tariffs of the Dawes Government is energetically resorting to measures to maintain
railway-management, the maintenance of the ten-hour day, and order. The freedom of the press is already completely abolished

the consistent refusal of any increase in wages. in Egypt. Of the gl:leat number of Wafdist and other Opposition

: : ; there is only one — a dail appearing in Cairo
Furthermore, he demands for the coming finanoial year a  PAPers. y Yy paper

riew regulation of the financial settlement belween the German which has not yet been completely suppressed, although

Republic and its component provinces, entailing a restriction ;xe';] 1'h:ils l-)paperk_has alrgafdt);l repcreivedL tw‘:* ;yar ngng's, t;" that
of the expenditure of the provinces and municipalities and an 1831 m“'hj. hylina i)"eg use % deb eﬁ? aw dating trom the y(ea:
abolition of the last remnant of communal self-adininistration. » WHIC ":\su e’}’l res“(/)er y fum, can now ?“pé’r:.“‘ “d
This demand means nothing but an unscrupulous cutting down ;‘}y modrrn_em. : h°‘ der'l a papersd ap;laearmg In eekllfo an 4
of social services, unemployment reliei, tenants’ profection, poor ex‘l‘-:l‘ fa — lt e ha‘y bpapers and also the ﬁw h 4 ot;:n
relief, and emergency measures. monthly journals — have been suppressed one after the er. !

L The Waid is thereby deprived of every possibility of legally
And to crown this unparalleled programme of spoliation, voicing its opinions.

the representative of international financial capifal finally de- .
clares — with a cynicism which is all the more frivolous as ﬂ'1" owrdfeé ]to. dfrust_ratethehe effect ‘t)ct the sg)eedul:_s delivered
being in crass contradiction to the more than optimistic dy' e wa / e:i egs n he V.arh’f“z{ W“Sﬁﬂ:le ‘P°Mlce1 1"{3 :*‘1‘
description of the German economic situation — that there are nf:st".)“rmg 1'](11 bes t‘:’y “; ? d rg h.i?f"d' y& th ost ot {he
“undoubtedly still sources of taxation which might be tapped Ted oo oy ¢ aid are prohibiled and the organisers
in a case of emergency”. called 10 account.

. So far as the Waid seeks to substilute legal activity by
is aTs};l;lalthfo l:ﬁ:v C?:rxr‘rlll:la r\irr())tx)';tin;f ctl,;ess R;?a;a“g-l;i,eﬁdgoe:; illegal actions, the Government replies with fresh repressions:
accenduation of the class struggle, of a trial of strength beiween (¢ disseminators ‘,)f appeals by the Wafd are arrested and
capital and the working class which will put the social struggles brou%ht tobt; ';1' Watdist studex;:_s are expelled frfm the educa-
of the last few years alogether imto the shade as regards [onal establishments (a fact which recently resuited in a pro-
both size and far-reaching effect, test strike of students in Cairo); in Mansourah eighty peasants

who had taken part in a reception in honour of the Wafkd
At the same time, the report of Parker Gilbert is a link

president, Nehas Pasha, were arrested and brutally beaten by
in the chain ol continually growing political differences which  the police.

have become apparent in connection with the Reparations Mahmud now wishes to aim a blow a{ the leaders of the
question. British imperialism has set itself the task of founding, o

! ! ; ] . : Wafd. He is seeking to do this by introducing disciplinary pro-
on the basis of ils alliance with France, a European bloc ceedings against Nehas Pasha and some other Wafdist leéaders.
against the Soviet Union and against the imperialism of the {or which purpose use is again being made of the Prince Seif-
United States. The “final regulation” of the Reparalions ed.Din affair, which was already puf forward as a pretext for
question, as envisaged by the imperialists of France and Great {he overthrow of the Nehas Government ~
Britain, is intended not only {o manoeuvre Germany into the : . ) .
war-b'oc against the Soviet Union but at the same time to The }:esxstanqe of the Wald to the acls of violence on the
destroy the present Dawes system, in which America plays {’ag‘ of ‘f eth“"'{xcf‘?j"“}:y g‘i;;""“‘“{‘ ;ﬂ”‘“‘}’“‘"y Loy The
the leading part, and to replace it by a new Reparalions system  ocers O1 fhe Wald nave ine greatest lear of any revolutionary
: - - . : ; ; sieps, of a mobilisation of the mass movement, and are con-
F‘ra‘:fécgngrgérg;gam will play the part of arbiter between fin'ng themselves o more or less eloquent protests. fo holding
T Y. farcical parliamentary sessions in private houses /the pronnsal
- On the other hand, the Amwerican imperialisis attempted in  made by one of the more ','Mjfa,] members of the Wafi to hold
the summer of last year to use the Kellogg agreement as a  Such a “parliamentary session” in the parliament buildings in
means of smashing the Europcan system of power led by Spite of the military guard has of course not been carried
Ureat B itain ani anchored in the League of Nations and to  ©out, as this could onlv have led to an onen co'lision with the
subsfitate therefor a universal American system. arker Gil- forces of {he government, whose authoritv the Waii leaders.
bert's report represents a flat rejecton of the Anglo-French in snite of all their loud falk, do not wish to violate. The
Reparations policy and a further step of the United Staies Wafd is sefting f‘” its hopes on a change of government in
on {he path of increased “interference” in European affairs. Great Brifain. Nchas Pasha and the secretary of the Waka.
) . . ,._,.® Makram Ebend, hope to be able to arrive at an rnierstan-ing
_ The apparent concession muade fo the French imrerialis's  ith MacDonald or Lloyd George as Mahmud did with Austen
in the recognition of Germany's abi'ity to pav, is nothing but  Chamberlain
a fresh aftemypt to drive a wedge between France ani Great ’ . ) :
Britain, The simultaneous aguravation of the differcnces As S}UCh an attitude C:m'no‘t of cour}se arouse any enthusinem
between France and Germaav, mcanwhile, comp'etely frustrates ?‘m(:ggb'e‘eo;&asiei a wr;ateu":ﬁ‘t?;d's‘e A'?ﬂ;;:n‘ce _Of 'Tf W't'}f‘
the success of the prospective Reparations negotiations as 1> Q¢ OoS€TVec hm any <rs he | ¢ fsame 'lme’ e
desired by Great Britain revolutionising of the masses in the towns, before all of the
: workers, is nroreeding at a very ranid pice, Mohamme 1
Thus the report of the Reparations Agent marks the Mahmud Pasha is thercfore directing his attention to preventinier
opcning of a new phase in the imperialist struggle for world- comnlefely anv revolutionary nropagania or enlighfenment aciti-
hegemony. vity being conducted among the workers.

With this object in view the Tolice and Spv apparatus js
being enlarged and there is a particularly infensive promotion
of the activity of the so-called “Depariment for Combatin g
Communism” at the Ministry of the Interior, which is main1,
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nn by White Russian Emigrants. Mahmud Pasha, just like
his predecessor, wishes by persecuting the Communists to win
favour with the English ani at the same time to counteract
the growing revolutionary cu.rent among the workers. '

The arrest of four alleged “foreign Communisis” and the
big advertisement which the British press gave the “Guardians
of law an1 order” in Egypt in connection with this event (with
the dishing up of the usual legenis regarling the *‘eyes of
Moscow', “secret conspiracies”, “special agents”, etc.) was to
ma k the beginning of the attack upon the workers. 1he result,
howeve:, was a nrserable fiasco: the “slayers of Communism”
were not even able to gather sufficient evidence to stage a
trial, and the “dangerous conspirators”, after being hebd under
arrest for a few da s, were simply deported without the public
being given any information regarding the results of the in-
vestigation ‘which had been so painstakingly conducted.

The Mahmud Government must not hope that its reactiona
measures will prove of anv avail in preventing the growt
of disronfent with this dictatorship which has to rely on the
support of British bayonets.

AGAIAST IMPERIALIST WAR

Text of the Note and the Proposal
of Comrade Litvinow to the FPolish
Government.

On December 29th, Comrade Litvinov handed
the following Note to Patek, the Polish Minister
at Moscow.

Sir,

On August 24ih, 1926, the Government of the Soviet
Union by means of the Soviet representative at Warsaw handed
the Government of the Polish Republic the draft of an agree-
ment of non aggression. This sitep on the part of the Soviet
Government was the outcome of previous negotiations which
had taken place between the two States upon the initiative of
the Soviet Government. I{ was at the same time the expression
of that foreign political line which has constantly been pur-
sued by the Soviet Government in its relations with other
countries and in keeping with which it initiated its proposals
of disarmament, first at the Moscow Conference convoked in
1922 and subsequently in the preparatory Commission on Dis-
armament in the League of Nations.

The Soviet Government regards a general disarmament as
the most effzclive guarantee for the maintenance of peace. At
the same time, however, it regards treaties of non-agression
as a serious factor which may well contribute to preventing
military conflicts between individual States.

The Soviet Government is bound to establish that the
negotiations with the Polish Government in regard to the con-
clusion of such a treaty thouzh initiated several years ago,
are not advancing at all, in spite of serious attempts on the
mart of the Soviet Government to arrive at an undeorstanding.
The Soviet Government is fully aware ol the signiiicance which
would attend the conclusion of a treaty of non-aggression
in the interest of a consolidation and development of the rela-
rions between the Soviet Union and Poland, regreis the non-
.uccess Of its endeavours, and again declares itsell as willing
x5 ever to sign such a treaty of non-agression with the Polish
Covernment.

While the negotiations regardiny the conclusion of an
igreem=nt of non aggression between Poland and the Soviet
U'nion have remained fulile. the Polish Government, in answer
o an invitation to take part in the Kcilogzg Agreement a
multilateral treaty om the renunciation of war as an instrument
oi national politics. signed - this agreement. in concert with
ather States. in Paris. on August 27th, 1028, The Government
¢i the Soviet Union likewise joined in this agreement.

When the Soviet Government had received the invitation
:n tate pari in the Kellogg Pact it pointed out in a Note to
:he French Government that the said agreement failed to include

an obligation of disarmament, which is the most essential
element of any guarantee of peace; it also drew attention to
the fact that the stipulation contained in the Agreement in
regard to a prohibition of war is both inadequate and vague.
and to various other features which tend to weaken the efiect
of .the Agreement. The Soviet Government is still of opinien
that this Agreement does not afford such guarantees for a
non-violation of peace as would have resulted from the various
agreements suggestied by the Soviet Government in regard to
non-aggression and non-participation in hostile groupings.-

- Considering, however, that the Paris (Kellogg) Agreement
imposed various obligations of a peaceful character upon its
participants, the Soviet Union joined this agreement. without
hesitation. Since it takes all its actions directed towards the
ensurance of peace very seriously, it would have been glad
to see the agreement come into force as soon as possivle,
quite particularly with reference to the relations between the
Soviet Union and the States immediately adjoining it.

Unfortunately the coming-into-force of the Paris Agreement
was made dependent (in Art. 3) on its ratification by at least
14, States. During the four months which have elapsed since
the day on which the agreement was signed. not one of these
14 States effected the ratification. This fact entails the fear that
the agreement will long continue to be a mere document com-
mitting no one to anything. Apparently it is not possible for
the agreement to come into force even between two individual
States at an earlier date, unless a particular supplementary
clause is added to it and separately signed.

In view of the fact that the ensurance of peace in the
East of Europe is a matter of prime importance and that
Poland, one of the countries bordering on the Soviet Union.
is a signatory to this agreement, the Soviet Government here-
with approaches the Polish Government with the suggestion
to sign the eaclosed protocol. According to this protocol, the
Paris Agreement in regard to a renunciation of war would

- come into force between the Soviet Union and Poland as soon

as the said States have ratified it. independent of the condition:
laid down in Art. 3 of the said Agreement. By signing the
above-mentioned protocol, the Polish Government would natu-
rally incur the moral obligation of effecting as speedily as
possible both the ratification of the Paris Agreement and that
of the protocol itself. As regards the Soviet Union, its ad-
herence to the Paris Agreement has already been ratified by
the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee.

-The Soviet Government begs to draw your particular
attention to Art. 4 of the protocol, which enables any other
State having joined in or in future joining in the Paris
Agreement to sign this protocol. The Soviet Government is
convinced that a realisation of its suggestion — for the time
being as regards the relations between Poland and the Soviet
Union — will considerably promote the stabilisation of peace
in the East of Europe.

The Government of the Soviet Union trusts its present
suggestion may meet with the support of the Polish Govern-
ment, seeing that the latter, having already signed the multi-
lateral Paris Agreement, io which the Soviet Union was like-
wise party, can have no possible objection to the speedy reali-
sation of the agreement as between the two States.

The Soviet Government takes the opportunity to inform
the Polish Government that it is at the same time making a
similar surgestion to the Republic of Lithuania. the only onc
of the Baltic States to join in the Paris Agreement. Ii it does
not at the sane time appeal with the same sugcestion to
Finland. Esthonia, and Latvia, it is only because these States
have not yet formally joined in the Paris Agreement. The
Soviet Republic, however. reserves to itsell the rizht of apply-
iz 1o these States as soon as they have effected their accession
to the Paris Agreement.

I beg you, Sir, to bring the above to the notice of your
Geovernment and to accept the assurance of my profound
resnect.

Moscow, December 20th, 1028,
(signed) Litvinov
Deputy Commissary for Foreign Aflairs.

.
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DRAFT OF A PROTOCOL.

The Central Executive Committee of the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics and the President of the Polish Republic,
animated by the desire to strengthen the good neighbourly
relations between the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics and
Poland and as soon as possible to put into operation the
Agreement signed in Paris on August 27th, 1928, in regard
to the renunciation of war as an instrument of national
policy, have resolved to realise the said intentions by the
present protocol. To this end,

the Central Executive Comittee of the Union of Socialist

Soviet Republic has appointed ........ R (names)
and the President of the Polish Republic has appointed
................ (names) who upon the exchange of

their legally recognised credentials have agreed as follows:

The Agreement signed in Paris on August 21th, 1928, in
regard to a renunciation of war as an instrument of national
policy, copy of which is subjoined to the present protocol as
an inseparable part thereof, comes into operation belween the
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics and Poland upon the ratifi-
cation of the said Paris Agreement of 1928 by the competent
legislative bodies of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics
and of Poland.

The present protocol is subject to ratification by the com-
petent legislative bodies of the Union of Socialist Republics
and of Poland according to their respective constitutional laws.
The present protocol comes into force between the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics and Poland on the day of the ex-
change of ratification documents, which exchange is to take
place at ........... (place) . . .. within a week of the
ratification by the respective parties.

.

The Paris Agreement of 1928 is to be put into operation
betwecn the two contracting parties on the basis ot the present
protocol in the following manner:

When by virtue of Art. 2 of the present protocol, the
latter has come into operation and when the legislative bodies
of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics and of Poland have
ratified the Paris Agreement of 1928, the two contracting par-
ties shall inform one another of these accomplished facts
through diplomatic channels.

The time of arrival of the second of the said communi-
caticns shall be considered as the time at which the Paris
Agrecinent comes into force in the relations between the Union
ol Socialist Soviet Republics and Poland.

Iv.

It is open to the governments of all countries to join in
this protocol. Such accession must be notified to the Govern-
ment cf ..o L. which will inform all the other
parties to the present protocol of all subsequent accessions
thereto. From the moment of arrival of the said declaration
af acces<ion, the present protocol will come into operation in
the relations between the acceding State and all other parti-
apants in the present protocol.

V.

‘The coming-into-force of the Paris Agreement on the basis
oi the present protocol in the mutual relations among the
rewly acceding States and all other participants in the pre-
sent protocol shall be effected in the following manner:

When according to Art. 4 of the present protocol the
accession of an additional country has been effected and the
lezisiative body (or bodies) of the said country have ratified
the Paris Agreement of 1928, the Government of the newly
~cceding country shall immediately by diplomatic channels give
itormation thereof to the Government of ...... which

will in turn inform all the other participants of the present
protocol thereof.

The Paris Agreement of 1928 shall be deemed to come into
force in the relations of the newly acceding State and of all
other participants on the day on which the Government of
.......... receives the relative notification.

VI

The coming-into-force of the Paris Agreement of 1928 as
provided by the present protocol, in the relations among the
participants in the Eresent protocol, is independent the
coming into force of the Paris Agreement of 1928 as expressed
in Art. 3 of the said agreement.

In confirmation of the above, the plenipotentiary represen-
tatives above enumerated have set their hands and seals to the
present protocol.

Executed in duplicate on........... (date).

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The Shipyard Workers’ Strike in
Hamburg.
By Paul Peschke (Be:lin).

More than 45,000 shipyard workers have been on sirike
for 14 weeks. This is all ithe more significant as this is the
first time the shipyard workers have been on str.ke since 1924.
Al.er the political defeat of the German workers by the white
cdictato.ship in 1423 the.e followed, with the aid of social de-
mocratic traje union leaders their economic defeat by the ever
increased applica.ion of arbilration. Just as the Kuhr metal
workers, the shipyard workers in 1924, alier lonz weeks of
siruggle, we.e betrayed by the union leaders in the interests
of capitalist reconstruction, The eight hour day was lost. 1heir
wages were depressed {o the lowest level. The shipyard workers
left their trade union in thousanis. Nevertheless their fighting
spirit was not broken. It was only slowly, that they succeeded,
in a constant fight against the trade un.on bu.eaucracy, which
alvocated industrial peace, and against the arbitration system.,
in improving their wages. It was oniy in March 1928 that, on
a balot vole, they rejected almost unanimously a 3 and 5 Pfen-
nigs increase gran'ed by arbitration award. In spite of this,
after the awari had been declarel biniing, they were com-
pellel by the union leade s to remain at work. They still had
to work 52 hours a week. Their wages are among the lowest
pai1 in Germany, ani amounied un to the ouibreak of the
sirike in Ham"%urg. at the very h'ghest. to 77 to 87 T'fennigs an
hour, in the shinyards on the North sea to 74 to 80 I'fennigs.
ani in the Baltic shipvards 1o even less. The wages of un-
skille1l workers range beciween 60 and 70 Pfennigs.

The fuctuation of the workers in the shipyards is com-
sequently exceedingly great. At every opporiunity they turn to
the in'usiries which pay brtter wages. In October their deter-
mina‘ion to take un 1he fight for better working conlitions
became so strong that the bureaucracv was no longer able to
p-event the fight. An a-bitration award granting a 4 Plemnig
in~rease was unanimously rejected. The demants of the Op—
position for uniform rates of wages (with the abo'ition of the
three different rates of pay according to the different districts)
amoun‘ing to 1.20, 1L.15 and 1.10 Marks for skilled workers,
semi-skilled and vunskillel workers respectively, were trm1-
animouslv sunrortei bv the shipvard workers so that the
negotiating Commiitee ha1 to consider them. The negotiating
commitiee, hcwever, demanted one mark as the highest wagre
ani alewed fwa laecal clascre 10 exist, There is pn Anubt thhat
the reformists had the intention to wear down the resistance
of the worl'ers bv a nro'~nred st-nggle. Thev di1 nothing +o
bring together the unorganisel. who in Hambure. the ma-in
cen‘re of the fight, comorise about 65 per cent. of the strikexrs _
in order tn nrevent* them beinv Ariven bv hunoer to act &
blacklegs. They allowed the clerks, engineers, foremen and ay> .-
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prentices to perform strikebreaking work. They permitted the
employers fo employ hundreds of emiergency workers, with
whose aid they were abie to carry out the most urgent work.
They even allowed the Deutsche 6@ in Kiel 150 wo.kers in
order, during the sirike, to complete a ship belonging o the
sdmiralty.

The rapid intervention of the Opgposition caused a Shop
Stewards aecision to be carried through which prevented this
trade union blacklegging in the service of the social-democratic
armoured c.uiser policy. the reformists isolated the shipyard
workers anl even prevented the Hamburg metal workers, whose
collective agreement expirel on the 31st of December, from
joiting in the struggle. 1he strike of the dock workers, initia-
d by the Opposition and which was inlended to support the
shipyarl wo.kers and enforce a rapid gran.ing of the demands
of both groups, was crushed by armed banis of strike-breakers
who were organised by the S. P. lealers and supported by the
police of the social democrat Schonfelder,

The tactics of the revolulionary trade union epposition, who
ralliel the unorganised round their own commitices of action,
anl, by means ol mass pressure, forced the amhorities to grant
them vnempioyment relief, alone prevenied the reformists from
thro:tling the strike at a time sulable to them. The reformisis
did mot vemiure to recommmend the wo.kers, after 12 weeks of
struggle, to accept the mew arbitration award pronounced by
Herr Grabain, the arbitrator who had been appointed by
Wisseil. This award is supposel to provile for a wage in-
crease of 5 rleunigs as against the 4 pfennigs granted by the
tirst award. But this is on'y a trick. Because at the same’ time
it abolishes the remuneration of overtime at the rate of 1 pfen-
nig above the ordinary time rates. The working hours are
reduced from 52 to 50, but at the same time the award proviies
that wages are to be paid outsi'e working time. so that the
shortening of the work time is the eby aga’'n abo'ished and and
al the same t'me a reduction of wages is put through.

The workers, on a ballot vole, rejected this arbitration
awar?! by a more than 90 per cen’., majorily. The subsequent
nego'iations with the em»loyers. who likewise rejectel the
awar1, have bcen broken off without any result being achieved.
The em-loyers. who have ca'cvlated their losses in the fight at
more ‘han 12 million. know that ‘he social democratic minister
for ¥abosur. Ferr Wissell, wil' come tn their res~ue by a de-
c'aration making the award binding. Herr Wissell refused to
make t“e first awari binding berause both parties, the em-
rioyers ani the workers, rejected it.

The <>m~ sifraticn prevails at the rvresent t'me. Never-
theless Wissell bas pronounced the award to be binding; a sign
of the honelessness of the social demo-ratic trade vnion policy,
which. face? with the militant workers on the one hani and the
demanis of the social democratic coaltion policy on the other,
cacitula‘es in this way to the em~'overs. They wish to frrce
the wcerkers in submit to arbitration and to capitulate tn the
emplovers Whatever the resnlt of the ficht mav be it has
shown ‘kat the Cermn wo-king class is ins~ired by a t-emen-
dovs Fobt'ng snrit whi~h the reformisfs threaten to estrov bv
their ta~j~s ‘n favorr of the em~'~vers. Un'er revolu'ionary
lead~chi~ with revalitionary fiehiing mrthads. the (Ge-mon
working class would be in a posi‘ion to force through their
dem~n*s withart delay It is the task of the opnos’tiona' trade
unicnis's o brild up this leadership in c’ose contast with the
working masses.

New England — Ameriea’s Militant
Textile Centre,

By Ann Stanley.

Lawr-nce Mass was the scene of the first great heroic
strugele between the mi’l operators ani the Tex'ile workers.
Nz vears ago affer a sixteen week strvggle, the 48 hour week
~as fstab’ished in Lawrence and this in snite of the $ 10000
the ity s~ent irying {o break the strike by police terrorism.
During the Lawrence strike mounted poli~e ru'el the fown.
Two strikers, 2 man and a woman were killed, many maimed
for life an1 hundreds were brutally bea‘en up.

The fight in Passaic, New Jersey, is still fresh in our minds.
Two years ago during a long drawn out struggle of many
months, the I'assaic Textile workers waged a terrific struggle;
facing police brutality, tear bombs and fire hose attacks, to
carry on their strike. In this strike the authorities went so
far as to beat up reporters and break cameras of daily bour-
geois papers to prevent the news and pictures of their bruta-
lities being printed. The American Federation of Labour having
consistently sabotaged the strike; tried to discredit its Comma-
nist leader, A. Weisbord; interfered with relief work, sold out
the strike. However, the strike accomplished one task — forced
the recognition of the union,

This year New Bedford filled the press of the couniry with
stories of police brutality aaud strikers solidarity for over five
wnonths. Wholesale arrests were made mounting well into
800 by the close of the strike. Men, women and children were
beaten, One child was driven inio the river at Fall River, Mass,
by mounted police and drowned. John Porter, militant young
lcader of the strike and a soldier was arrested early in the
struggle for his activity and faced a 99 years senfence on varijus
charges Due to the huge protest throughout the country that
the Young Communist League of America, of which I'orter was
a member, raised — this sentence was reduced to two ani .
half years of hard labour in an army prison. Children were
badly beaten in school for voicing solidarity with the strikers.

A few weeks ago the A. F. of L. sold out this strike too.

In the beginning of the strike the reactionaries tried tu
stave off the sirike vote. In Fall River, Mass., through then
machinations the voie to strike was defeated by 11 votes. In
New Bedford, on the contrary, the strikers have chosen ar
opportune time for voting and as a result an honest vote was
taken overwhelmingly in favour of the strike. Scon after the
sirike was ca'led the officials of the Textile Council of New
Bedford joined the American Federation of Labour ani thus
strengthenad their reactionary forces. Throughout the strike the
A. F. of L. fried to maintain “nice” relations with the employers
by carrying on a “peaceful” strike.

The mill owners were not necessarily perturbed over the

strike. The mils could s'and a few days rest with no serious,

deflation of profits. There was serious danger of over pro-
duction A strike would tend to level it down a bit and they
were confident that after a short “vacation” the workers woula
be led back to them by the faithful A. F. of L. — led back to
the 1C% reduction in wages, back to their unlimited hours of
work, back to their rotten open shop conditions and intensified
speed up plan,

The first days of the strike were of holiday tempo indeea
— 1{he local bourgeois papers praised the quietness of the
situation — even soft soaped the strikers by appearing to side
with them in some demands — the police cooperated in a fine
snirit, giving the strikers a permit, endorsed by the chief of
rolice, to solicit funds for the strike. The A. F. of L. scemed
satisfie1l that no real sirugg'e would ensue. No picket linos
were organised. The unorganised workers that had left the
mil's along with the skilled union men and women were lelt
‘eaderless — no atiempts being made to organise them.

Then the Secilist Party remembered that a few thousand
textile votes would not come in amiss in the presidential elec-
tions and sent a few of their preachers inlo the field.

Norman Thomas, nominee of the S. P. for president, came
to New Bedford ani his meeting was well advertised in the
Capitalist press. carrying his piciures on the front page and
urging the workers to aitend his meeting.

August Claessens, Alfred Baker Lewis and other socialists
a'so invaded the field in the first month of the strike, and tried
to help the Mill barons and the A. F. of L. in i.s task of igno-
ring the fen and fourteen hour day that was prevalent in the
mils, the very low average wage of adult an1 especially of young
workers, who form 40% of the force in the mills, the 10000
women putting in the same time and labour yet receiving lower
wages, the fhousands of unemployed due to rationalisation and
the more than 20.000 unorganised in the mills.

No doub! had the strike been left in the hands of the labour
fakers and the Socialist Tarty, the workers would have returned
to the mills defeated without even putting up a fight. The great
majority of the workers were without former sirike experience.
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Then the Textile Mills Commi‘tee, militant left wing organ-
isation of textile workers organised at the initiative of the
Communist Party of America, came to the fore. Being original y
instrumental in leading the workers from the mi'ls, the T. M. C.
leaders, foremost among them A. Weisbord, Communist leader
of the Passaic strike, organised picket lines, drawing in not
only the unorganised strikers but A. F. of L. own uni~n mem-
bers much to their chagrin. The workers spirits quickly rallied
again. The T. M. C. organised into the New Bedford Texti'e
Workers Union. Giant mass meetings were held and the struggle
was on,

. The A. F. of L. officials, locally and nationally, immediately
began to attack the T. M. C. and its leaders. The mill barons
and their press reporters showed the iron hani in the velvet
glove and began their strike breaking manoeuvres in earnest. The
chief of police turned his force on the pickcts, the sympathising
major called out the guards, hundreds of strikers were jaied
and thousands beaten up in an atlempt to tcrrorise the workers.
The Socialist Party picked up its “bibles” ani “hvma books”
and left the field hastily. The Workers International Re ief or-
ganisad the relief and ﬂ)-:e strikers, with a militant lead¢rship at
their head, gave the mill barons a baitle that shook New Eng-
land.

In_the later part of July several thousand textile workers in
Fall River joined in the strike swelling the ranks to 30.000 men,
women and children.

Besides demanding the revokiny of the 10% increase —
) hour 5 day week and no speed up, recognition of the
union, efc.

The strikers rallied to the new union — mrany belonging to
the A. F. of L. left its ranks and joinel in with the mili‘ant
union calling the A. F. of L. ofiicials “yellow s-abs” for their
strike breaking attempis. Even the members of the A. F of L.
union followed the leadership of the New Bedfor1 Textile Union
to the growing despair of Batty. the reactionary leater nf the
A. F. of L. Time and again in snite of Batty's attem-ts t~ leaa
his members off the picket line, the A. F. of L. mem™ers remai-
ned in the lines with the other strikers. On one orcasion af‘er
Bativ had failed to keep his men off of an all night ~mrn-
stration. he felt ralled upon to offer nublic arnlarics ta the
police and the Mill barons — saying he had done his best to
dissuade them and winning the assuran-e of the chief cf police
that his (Batty's) ccoperation with the police was much
anpreciated.

The strike was beginning to lengthen out intermitiantly long
for the purses of the mill owners. Hirinz of nolice ani other
gangs'ers was exnensive — the Fall River strike was an vn-
exnecte? additional exvense — [roduction was falling oi,
profits were getting affected. Frenzied attempts were made to
bring the strike to a close. Battv began pronaganiising Fis
union of skilled workers. The 107 redvcion was made a 5%
reduction. and an alternative of the Friedler spced up system
was offered instead of the cut.

Althouoh the deai's of the Frieller nlan have nn¢ .bern
made prhlic. the Specialisation Nan infroducel in the National
Spun Silk Comnanv is a gool examnle ~f what mav b exne t-d

by the workers if the above plan goes into efiect. The Special-
sation Plan inc'uded the fol owing:

Highly intensified speed up
Solid shifis without a break for dinner
Redunced wages

Oren shop and substitution of a company union for the
existing union,

to himse'f and a few days later another vofe was taken in
favour of Batty’s proposal and the A. F. of L. men were ordered
back to the mills at the 5% reduction.

The offensive against the T, M. C. strikers was now doubled
— nothing stood in the way of Batty's strike breaking now
that the strike was unlawful. Police terrorism doubled over-
night — new arres.s were made, Jack Rubenstein, Y. C. L. mem-
ber ani one of the most militant of the young leaders of the
strike was arresied again and beaten badly.

But the A. F. of L. sell out had broken the back of the
strike and affer almost a week of battling the terrific onslaught
of the mill barons the T. M. C. dissolved the strike commiltee
and the workers went back to the mills — temporarily defeated.

This latest sell out of the A. F. of L. has further disclosed
its treacherous strike breaking policy to the workers. The new
textile union formed in N. Y. on September 20th, of which the
New Bedford Texiile Union is a part, has shown the workers
that they must look to the militant leadership of the new union
anl of men like A. Weisbord and Beats for real guidance on
clear cut class struggle lines.

Labour struggles are growing in the textile industry all
over America, Iatterson New Jersey threatens to be the Scene
of another fierce struggle Signs of dissatlisfaction are cropping
up in the south where organisation of workers in any indu-
stry is practically nil and where the new union is reaching its
tenacles Small strikes are constantly taking place. In Kenosha
Wisc. the Allen A. Hosiery Mills have been out almost a year
and are still fighting. Connecticut and Penna. carpet weaving
plants have carried on strikes more or less successfully. Bigelow-
Hartfor4 Carvet Co. of New Haven, Conn. is instrumental in
in‘roducing the “New Departure” p'an, which resolves ifself
into the organisation of company unions to fight discontent
among the textile workers.

The struggle between militant labour and the reactionary
A. F. of L. is sharrening in America in the textile iniusiry.
as well as in the coal fields with the new miners union fighting
the remnants of the Lewis Machine. In every field ani every
intustry where rationalisation is intensifying the exploitation
of the American worker, strikes are taking place, the old reac-
tiorarv vn‘ons are being replaced by new militant unions and
in unorganised fields workers organisa‘ions are springing up.
usvally under the leadership of the Communists and the lelr
wing.

FIGHT AGAINST THE RIGHT DANG®R

The VIIL Trade Union Congress

gation in the R.LL.U.

Having heard the report of Comrade Lozovsky on the work
of the U. S. S R. Trade Union De'egation in the Red lator.

of theSoviet Union againstthe Right.
Resolufion on the Report of the U.S.S.R, Trade Union Dele-

i

nationt' of Labovr Unions. the work of the R, 1. L. U. itself a1 1

the confition of the world trade union movcment, the Eighti
Trade Un‘on Congress. noting the growth of the infucnce <.

¥

the R. L. L. U. in the capitalist countries and especially in tiic

[Macilic countries and in Latin America, resolves:

Twelve looms instcad of the four or six looms per weaver. 1. To endorse fully and completely the ro'itical line sy
orgamisational work of the Rel interna.onal of Labour Uni<oyis -

An-d this is the plan the AL F of L. is wil'int to nan off . ! L .
ant is policy of winning over tie broad masses of the me:-.

on its members in order to maintain “nice” rela ionshins with

the emnloyers! Mavbe Batty, secing the deceise of the A, F. of L.
Textile union looming on the horizon is beiting on the form-ti-n
of the cempany vaion and a sofi job therein in return for his
faithiu'uess to the emiplovers.

Shortly alter Ce.ober st the A, F. of L. membership votad  reformist unions, transferring them in  accordante vijth ¢+,
down a return to the mills at a 5%, relucticn Centimen' was  Poaerth R 1L L. U, Congress decision. into the revolv¥ioty -ay

Lo oin the ranks of the A F. of L. union against going back
dideated. Batty pronounced the vote void for reasons best known

bers in the reformist unions and capturing these unjons

formin ;. and streng hiening orpanisationally frade union opy»- .
si;jon within the rcformist vnions, and by deve'oping the act iy
ties of the Independent Revolutionary Unions in countifies WAy &+ -

divited trade union movements, the palicy being fo cajplure ¢

trade unions ani thus coniplefely liquidate the reformisi
uvnion organisations.




‘No. 2

International Press Correspondence

33

2. The period between the Seventh and Eighth Congress is
characterised by a considerable advance of capitalist rationali-
sation at the expense of the working class, a growth of political
and economic reaction, the enactment of an-trade union laws
in a whole series of countries, compulsory arbitration, the com-
plete transformation of the trade union bureaucracy into an
mnstrument of capitalist exploitation, the fact that new ranks of
the workers are taking a conscious interest in infernational
affairs, the growth of the working class and the trade unions in
a whole series of colonial and semi-colonial countries, the in-
creased activity of the workers at large, the ever-growing inten-
sification of class struggles (lockouts, strikes, risings, etc.), the
drawing into the movement of new masses of unskillel workers,
women and juniors, which marks the growing tension in inter-
class relations and the beginning of a new rise in the wor'd
labour movement, which is proceeding parallelly with the rapid
economic growth of the U. S. S. R, and is undermining capi-
talist stabilisation. .

3. The Eighth Congress stresses its complete solidarity with
all the Fourth R. 1. L. U. Congress decisions and especially its
policy of intensifying the struggle against the Ams!erdamites
and fo lead independently the economic strugg'e irrespective of
and despite the wishes ol the reformist trade union bureaucracy
which is today a part of the bourgeois State and the Employers
Associations. The fact that the officialdom of the Amsterdam
trade unions has now become part of the bourgeois State appa-
ratus has led to the reformist trade unions playing an open
scab role in all economic struggles, which places before the
revolutionary wing of the trade union movement as one of the
most important tasks of the day the problem of independently
guiding economic struggles.

4. Congress notes with gratification that the Fourth R.I.L. U.
Congress laid down not only a correct political line, but also
a correct organisational policy, having placed before the van-
guard of the world trade union movement as a practical task
the lormation of strike committees, anti-’ockout commiitees and
other militant organs, elected on a democratic basis, to guide
the economic struggles. This is one of the best ways of getting
the broad masses of workers affected by the disputes to parti-
cipate actively in the struggle for their political and economic
demands.

5. In view of the success of capitalist rationalisation, which
is decreasing the absolute and relative number of skilled workers
i industry, semi-skilled and unskilled workers, women and
iuniors are beginning to I;_lay an exceptionally important role in
the industrial procress. These categories of the workers are
extremely poorly organised, for the reformist trade unions are
giving their chief attention to the labour aristocracy, whose
narrow craft interests are represented and defended by the
reformist trade union bureaucracy. The facts show that not infre-
quently these categories of the workers play a stupendous rote
in the struggle against the employers, The organisation of the
millions of unorganised workers therefore becomes especially
important in the present day situation.

6. The winning over of the new masses of the workers for
the class struggle and their organisation cannot but be extre-
mely varied in character, dependent on the conditions in the
given country, and the character and degree to which the
workers are organised in the given industry. The revolutionary
wing of the world trade union movement must keep in view
. the stupendous importance of drawing new contingents of wor-
kers and women workers into the present and impending class
siruggles, and of organising them, using the old forms ot orga-
nisation and seeking new forms and methods of drawing the
broadest masses of unorganised workers into the organised
struggle against capital. Congress charges the U. S, S. R. Trade
Union Delegation in the R. I. L. U. to give this question
special attention.

1. The Eighth Congress condemns in no uncertain voice all
te opponents of the Fourth R. 1. L. U. Congress, who counier-
poise an infensification of the struggle against the Amsterdamites
with the policy of capitulating to them, condemning unity from
tse bottom-up, and who urge the factic of jostling the reformist
leaders to the Left instead of winning over the broad masses ot
members in the trade unions and capfuring these unions. Espe-
tifly detrimental, deserving complete condemnation. are the
t::hﬂ?m of these elements against the formation of strike com-

against the trade union Oppositions independenily

guiding the economic struggles, and their purely Social-Demo-
cratic approach to the probiem of organisation of unorganiseqd
and fo the work of drawing these new masses of the workers
into the active struggle against the bourgeoisie.

8. The Eighth Congress calegorically condemns those mem-
bers of the trade union Opposition in Germany, who, together
with the Social-Democrats, are opposing the policy and tactics
of the R. I. L. U, demoralising the working masses when the
strugg'e is at its height (Ruhr) with their propaganda and
agitadon against strike committees, against the organisation of
the unorganised workers drawn inio the strike committees,
urging instead of independent leadership the tactic of bringing
pressure to bear on the trade union bureaucracy, thus sowing
the illusion that the Amsterdam trade union bureaucracy is still
able to fight for working class interests. | hese views are forei
and hostile to the interests of the working class throughout the
world and to the whole position of the Soviet trade union
movement,

9. The Eighth Congress approves the participation of the
Soviet C. C. 1. U. in the I'an-Pacific Trade Union Conference
ani in the TIan-Pacific Secretariat formed, and charges the
incoming Soviet C. C. T. U. to maintain close connections with
the trade union movement in the Iacific countries and especially
with the trade union movement of China. The working class in
China is slrug{ljing under truly appalling conditions and the
Soviet C. C. T. U. must therefore continue to give every support,
both mora! an1 material, to the working class and the trade
unions of China.

10. Congress directs the attention of the whole international
proletariat to the continued disruptive aclivities of the Amsterdam
International and its sections, who continue to expel revolu-
tionary workers from the unions, ousiing in unison with the
employers progressive workers from the enterprises, and crea-
ting parallel unions wherever the reformists find themselves in
the minority, pursuing {his provocative policy under
the slogans of “peace in Industry” and “industrial democracy”
and compulsery arbitration in order to bring capitalism back to
economic heal.h and strengthen the power of the bourgeoisie.

11. The Eighth Congress is gratified to note that the de-
fects and shortcomings of the R. I. L, U. and its sections were
thoroughly subjected to self-criticism at the Fourth R. I. L. U.
Congress, which mapped out practical ways and means of elimi-
nating po'itical and organisalional defects in the revo'utionary
trade union movement. Congress charges the U. S. S. R. Trade
Union Delegation in the R. I. L. U. to make efiorts to imorove
the central apparatus of the Red International of Labour Unions
and to set up the closest possible connections between the Soviet
Trade Unions and the revolutionary trade unions of other coun-
tries. Snecial attention must be given the vertical connections
(according to industry) of the Soviet Unions which make it
imperative to strengthen and develop the organisational work of
the International Committees for I'ropaganda and Action so that
each Committee shall really become an organising and leading
centre for the trade unions in all countries of the given industry.

12. The Eighth Congress considers that the world revoluti-
onary frade union movement as represented by the Red Inter-
national of Labour Unions must still continue fo struggle for
trade union unity and achieve unity on the basis of the class
struggle. The more ruthless the revo'utionary trade union move-
ment struggles against international reformism, the more stub-
born its work to weld together its ranks both inside the refor-
mist unions and in the independent revolutionary unions. the
more it will lead the economic struggles despite the wishes of
the reformists and the more resolutely it wi'l struggle in its own
ranks against a constitutional attitude to the trade union bureau-
cracy, against making a fetish of the trade union bodirs and
against all tendencies leading to. social democracy ani the
Amsterdam International, the quicker will the revolutionary trade
union movement achieve unity. No concessions must be made to
reformist tendencies, whether confessed or concealed. in th-
ranks of the Red International of Labour Unions The stronger
the revolutionary trade union movement wi'l be ideciogically and
organisationally, the sooner will real and not formal interna-
tional trade union unity be achieved.

13. The Eighth Congress places on record that the Reu
International of Labour Unions and the Soviet C. C. T. L.
fulfilled its duty of international solidarity during the economic
disputes between Labour and Capital that occurred in the
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various countries during the period under report. Congress
charges the Soviet C. C. T. U. Delegation in the R. L. L. U. to
continue to react timely and responsibly to all disputes in the
world labour movement, mobilising the proletariat of the
U.S.S.R. to demonstrate their international working class soli-
darity during all serious economic and political movements of
the working class in the capitalist countries.

14, Congress considers the task of educating the working
masses of the U. S. S. R. in the international spirit to be espe-
cially important at the present time. Congress therefore charges
the Soviet C. C. T. U. to reinforce its work of popularising the
R. I. L. U. decisions and informing the working masses of the
U. 8. S. R. of the position of the working class in the capitalist
countries and of all events in the international labour movement
by taking up international questions in the trade union press,
arranging various reports on international subjects andi by
making wider circulation of international literature, especially
R. I. L. U. papers, and by developing trade umion cultural-
educational activities through the circles, schools, and so on.

15. The Eighth Trade Union Congress, representing the
strongest- section of the Red International of Labour Unions,
charges the incoming Soviet C. C. T. U. to give every support
to the R. I. L. U. in its work, for the Red International of Labourx
Unions is the only militant international working class federation
organised in the economic field, struggling throughout the world
for the same great aims and objects for which International
Communism is fighting. Congress urges the workers throughout
the world to weld their ranks closer together around the
R. I. L. U. and jointly struggle against the coming war and to
set up the Dictatorship of the Iroletariat the world over.

The Politbureau of the C. P. of

France Approves the Open Letter

ot the Comintern to the C. P. of
. Germany.

1. The Polit-Bureau of the C. C. supporis without any
reservation the Open Leiter of the Presidium of the E. C. C. 1.
1o the members of the C. P. of Germany.

2. In the present period of economic and political con-
solidation of the bourgeoisie, but also of extreme development
of contradictions on an extended basis, the pressure of the
enemies of the working class evokes with many members
of the Communist Parties a departure from the correct positions
orresponding to the international experience of the proletarian
struggle, as well as from the decisions of the Congresses of
the C. 1

3. The return 1o social-democratic ideology, which cha-
racterises the Right deviation, has assumed a particularly pro-
nounced form within the C. P. G. Under the leadership of
Brandler and Thalheimer, whose views have been repeatedly
and severely condemmed since the V. Congress, the Right are
conducting an unheard-of fraction fight against the C. C., against
the majority of the C. P. G. and against the line oi the V1. Con-
gress,

The Polit-Bureau of the C. C. of the C. P. of France
approves the Open Letter of the C. 1. to the C. P. G. and the
expulsion from the ranks of the C. L. of all those who persist
in their fractional activity.

4. In their fight against the Right deviations the Com-
nunist Parties come across “conciliatory” elements, who are
piaying a particularly active role in Germany. While the Rights
condemn the whole line of the VI. Congress as “ultra-Left”
and regard the “tactical turn” of the Communist International
as an abandonment of the tactics of the united front, as a
break with the masses, the concilliators make out as if they
accept the correct policy laid down by the VI Congress, but
at the same time make “reservations”, especially regarding
the inner Part}' course, In “words” they are against the Rights,
but in “deeds” they support them against the correct line of
the C. L. In this way they justify themselves in regard {o that
part of the rolitical Theses which lays down that. “the Right
deviations are particularly dangerous and the fight against
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them must be put into the forefront. This implies a systematic
struggle against a conciliatory attitude towards Right wing
tendencies within the Communist [arties.”

5. The Iolit-Bureau of the C. C. directs the aitention of the
Party members to the inlernational impo.tance of the Open
Letter of the C. I. to the C. P. of Germany. It confirms its
agreement with the C. I. in conlemning the opporiunist de
viation and also the amb guous ani equally opporiunist atti-
tude, which consists in denying the Rizht danger or a tempting
to minimise its importance, ani which in the C. P. of France
has assumed the serious form of resistance {o the correct line
of the VI Congress of the C. 1. _ !

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

From the Activity of the Politieal
Secretariat of the E. (. C. L.
IL

The Korean Question.

Further, the Koreau question was dealt with by the Politi-
cal Secretariat, appropriate drafts of resolutions being sub-
m.itel by the East Secretariat and adopted by the I olitical
Secretariat.

The resolution begins with a detailed representation of ‘the
economic ani social conditions of Korea. It is pointed out that
all the key positions of the Korean economic life are in the
hanis of japanese finance capital. Not only are the most im-
portant positions of indusiry and of transport controlled by
Japanese imperialism, but Japanese imperialism is also s.rongly
1ooted in the sphere of agriculture. Korea, with its agricultural
products and its raw mateiials, is serving as a himlerlani for
Japanese imperialism, '

The resolution further points out that the development both
of the extractive as also of the finishing industry is stagnating
whilst the export of agricultural produce and the import of
industrial articles are greatly increasing. But the developmen:
ol agriculture, the extension of the area under cullivation.
the construction of irrigation works etc., as well as a few mino1
agrarian reforms, have not brought about an improvement in
the conditions of the Korean population; on the contrary, all
improvements in agriculture were accompanied by a simultane-
ous increased erploitation of the populalion. Thus Korea con-
stitutes a typical colonial country, serving Japanese imperialism
as an agra‘ian and raw material basis; an1 precisely in this
respect is the importance of Korea continually increasing.

But not only the economic forms of exploitation, but als~
the extra-economic measures like taxes, duties, revenues From
State monovolies etc. play a great role for Japanese imperia > ism
in its exploitation of Korea.

. Also from the sirategical point of view Korea is of grrea-

mmportance for Japanese imperialism. For this couniry, alon.

with the Kwantung Peninsula, represents the most impor—+=;

](1:10mrt}‘mg to['f ground of Japanese imperialism on the Asiza<i -
ntinent.

The resolution then goes on to deal in detail with 1}...
conditions of {he agriculfural populaiion which comprise-
eighty per cent. of the total population. The forms of th
cultivation of the soil are for the greater part of a precapitali-
kind. “Revenue in kind, serfdom, semi-feudal relations betwaw e
land owner and the tenant, as well as forms of om)ressio:
and methods of exploitation characterise the coniitionns )
tenancy”. In this way the overwhelming majority of the apgr;
culwral population is exploited by a thin straia of remt re
ceivers. The lot of the independent peasants is not much bey te
as in many cases they are not even able to keep their uxz i e,
takings up to the old level.

!

The central figure of the social strata in the village i
doubtediy the poor peasant. At the same time the impove -

ment of the greater bulk of the peasantry is proceeding < xy
ever larger scale,

_llx
X =
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The mdustrial proletariat in Korea is a numericaily very
weak section which to a great extemt is conmected with the
village.
By reason of these facts any revolutionary movement in
Korea will be directed not only against the Korean feudalism.

“The revolution in Korea cannot be anything else but
an agrarian revolution. Thus the overthrow of im erialism
and the revolutionary solution of the agrarian question is
the objectively historical chief purport of the revolution in

Korea... In this sense the Korean revolution is a bour-

geois-democratic revolution.”

The resolution then deals with the political importance of
the working class, which, together with the toiling peasantry
¥ and the city petlty bourgeoisie, must necessarily become the

driving force of the revolution. The bourgeoisie rep.esents in
J the best case a national-reformist opposition to Japanese im-
perialism,

* In accordance therewith the national emancipation move-
ment is closely connected with the class struggle of the pro-
leariat, and is directed “both against the imperialists and the
feudal landowners as well as against the national bourgeoisie”.
“The proletariat of the colonial count.ies, in alliance

with the broadest masses of the peasantry, eniers the po-

Yitical arena as an iniependent object of politics, which is

stil} confronted by the task of securing its hegemony in

the revolution.”

The resolution further poinis out that the proletariat can
solve this task only if the Communists in Korea will know
how, in their work, t0 connect the agrarian que¢stion with the
national revolution. The agrarian question itself can only be
solved by the confiscation of the land belonging to the big
landowners.

Only the unchaining of the agrarian revolution creates the
pre-corriition for the victory of the whole national emancipation
struggle, just as, on the other hani. the defrats of the revolu-
tionary movement in the years 1919 ani 1920 are to be ex-
plaired by the insufficient connection between the national eman-
cipation struggle and the agrarian revolution.

It is therefore the most important task of the PMarty and of
he whole working class, to bring the peasantry undier its
ieadership by applying those slogans and demands which are
comprehensible and adapted to it. -

The resolution further deals with the governmental forms
of Japanese imperialism in Korea, which have not even shared
~ower with one or the other of the possecssing classes in Korea.
in order to secure its power in the future, Japanese imperialism
is already undertaking attempts to draw over 1o its side certain
sections of the bourgeoisie and intelligentzia ani to include
‘hem in the apparatus of the occupation authorities. In this
connection far-seeing representatives of Japanese imperialism
also recognise the necessity of carrving out partial reforms in
Korea, as is it impossible to settle all sn~ial conflicts and
‘ensions solely by police methods or by methods of force.

But simultaneously with the attemnt to draw to ifs side
rarts of the bourgeoisie and of the intelligentzia, Japanese im-
~erialism is intensifying the terror against the Communists and
he Left nationalists. The workers’ and peasants’ movement,
which is based on the class struggle, is practically outcide of
ie law. The reprisals against their press are being increased.
But the approchement of Japanese imnerialism to the native
‘2nfowners is showing its effect upon considerable portions
i the intelligentzia which is playing an important role in the
‘ationalist movememn,

“One must reckon with the possibility of a streng-
thening of the national-reformist tendencies in their ranks,

which will obliterate their revolutionary character and anc}
loya

will attemot to convert them into organs of a

‘opposition’. .

These tendencies are bound to increase the more the Com-
nvpists are removed, by the most varied methods, from the
zational-revolutionary movement,

The resolution further deals with the fundamental lines of
the Korean Communist Movement in the present period, which
~ust consist in oonsolidating the proletarian-revolutionary
sovement and in securing absolute independence towards the
movements of the national-revolutionary petty-bourgeoisie. At

e — - .

the same time the sirengthening of the national-revolutiomary
movement and the maintenance of its class character is a mosi
imporiant task. In order to enable the Party to fulfil its or-
ganisational task it is necessary to liquidate the year-long
tractional st.uggle, There is then pointed out the way in which
these fraction struggles must be overcome: in this respect the
improvement of the social structure of the Party p.ays a great
role, e. g. the winning of industrial workers and members
of the poorest peasantry for the ranks of the Communist mo-
vement.

Closely connected with the mass work which is accordingly
necessary for the Communist Party is the work in the factories
ani in the trade unions. Of no less importance is the work
both in the peasams organisations and in the old and new
national-revolutionary mass organisations. Hence a much greates
development of the whole propaganda and agitaiion is ne-

cessary,

'H{e resolution then deals specially with the working me-
thods in the national-revolutionary movement and the spe:ial
co?l:i'rtions of a political activity which must be conducted ille-
gally.

But all this whole work can only be carried out if at the
same time the Korean Communists succeed in achieving a Bol-
shevist consolidation of their ranks.

The concrele conditions of the work of the Communisis
in the trade unions are further dealt with in detail, and in this
connection the daily work of the Party is mentioned.

“The most important feature of work is the concentra-
tion of attention upon the question of the practical requi-
rements of the niovement, which raises also great and
general problems.”

. The relations of the Communisis to the national revolu-
fionary movemenis are once more dealt with exhaustively anl
snecial stress is laid upon the necessity of the absolute indepen-
dence of the revolutionary labour movement.

The resolution then deals with the conitions of the daily
political struggle ant its linking uo with the Communist pro-
gramme. In the daily struggles the partial demands of the
working class must be set up, for instance, among others, re-
cognition ani extension of the rights of the trade unions as
well as of the rights of the workers’ organisations, demands
in the sphere of workers’ protection etc.

The resolution dea's equally theroughly with the partial
demands ani slogans which must be set up for the peasantry.

The comnrehensive resolution concludes with an appeal to
the Korean Communists 1o take up a really energetic strurgle
against the imnerialist policy ani the milifarist interveniions
of Japan, to fight against immerialist war and for the defence
of the Soviet Union. and with the call to fin1 means and ways
to lead the mass movement into the arena of the open political
struggle.

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES |

The Finnish Social Demoerats in

Alliance with the White Guardists.
By Sm.

In the discussion in the Finnish Diet on the interpellation
which brought about the overthrow of the agrarian government,
the agrarian leaders, in their anger and annoyance, made sen-
sational revelations regarding the activity of the social demo-
cratic government which was in office last year. The agrarian
leader Panula dec'arei that the annointment of State ofiicials
and the matters of the (white guard,ist) defence corps ougit to
be regarded as two separate things. But the social democratic
government departe? from this principle, In June last year the
social democratic Minister of the Interior Puro, addressed to
all the heads of the various provinces a circular which states:

“In engaging fresh police in future only such are to
be accepted who have either completed their term of ser-
vice in the army or have undergome a thorough training
in the defence corps. In particular must the heads of the
provinces make it quite clear to the police authorities in
the rural districts that these conditions are to be siricily
observed when engaging police officers.”
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It would seem that the social democratic admirer of the
blood-stained Finnish white-guardists was afraid that his orders
might be forgoiten, so that in a fresh communication, dated

Tth of December, he again reminded his forgetful subordinates -

to carry them out. These revelations, which were not refuted
from any side, are characteristic of the reactionary spirit pre-
vailing in the social democracy. In this case ihe social demo-
crats have not smoothed the way for reaction merely out of
cowardice and the desire to compromise, Here it is confirmed
from authorative quarters that the social democrats are more
cringing towards reaction than are their bourgeois rivals and
that, in their capacity as Ministers, they give preference to the
members of an organisation which, in the year 1918, with the
help of Ludendorff, cruelly murdered 400,000 revolutionary Fin-
nish workers. :

PROLETARIAN WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

The Fight of the German Women
Textile Workers for Higher Wages.
By Lene Overlach (Berlin).

The Christmas present made by the ofiiciab arbitrators to
the mill-girls was decisions whereby the starvation wages now
prevailing are to obiain for a further year or two. OI all the
branches of German industry, the textile industry pays the worst
wages, in spite of the fact that there is scarcely any other branch
of industry in which the working hours are so long: Accor-
ding to statistics published by the A. D. G. B. (German General
Federation of Trade Unions.) 51 per cent. of all workers in
Germany work more than 48 hours a week, while in the textile
industry 77 per cent. put in more than 48 hours per week.

The textile barons should not, however, count with too
great certainty upon the submissiveness and docility of the
mill-girls. The great mass of the mill-girls, who have been
rather passive up 1o now, are beginning to stir. The economic
situation is exasperating them, and the opposition in the
German textile union is assuming the task, even though feebly
and unsystematically, of directing into proper channels the
indignation of the mill-girls on account of the low wages, the
speeding up szstem and the endless annoyances in the mills.
They are working to recruit the girls into the union and are
trying {o attract them to the opposition.

On the left bank of the Lower Rhine the textile mill-girls
have already been in action. They attended the meetings, parti-
cipated in demonstrations and in trade-union gatherings. It
was also the works where women were employed that were
the first to start the fight again when the employers tried after
work had been resumed to reduce the women’s wages. The
attempt of the employers to make a successful attack for the
further reduction of lhe starvation wages, particularly in re-
gard to women’s work, was unsuccessful in nearly every case.

Among the mill-girls in Erzgebirge-Vogtland there is
great indigmation owing to the declaration rendering binding
the disgraceful arbitration award, according only 10 per cent.
of the fextile workers a minimum wage increase of 3 to
0 piennigs. Even though it was impossible one week beiore
Christmas to get the women out to fight against this award.
this by no means signifies that the mill-girls will {olerale the
starvation wages indefinitely.

The fighting spirit of the mill-girls was recently given ex-
pression at a non-party conference of the dextile mill-girls,
which was held in Chemnitz just before Christinas. This was
attended by 25 delegates from 12 mills, including 3 big milis.
The girls snoke about their conditions, and these reports of
non-party mill hands furnish an interesting insighi into the
circumstances obtaining in the textile mills and also an indli-
cation of the feeling among the mill-girls.

The wages of the mill-girls are so low that the un-
employment benefit for one family wich four children is greate:
than the wage of a mmarried textile worker. For insiance, in
West Saxony a girl in a spinning mill earns 74.40 marks a
month, while the unempoyment benefit @anounts to 102 marks.

The wage of a skilled worker, according to official calcu-
lations, is 36.82 marks per week, that of a skilled workwoman
26.90 marks, while according to the official compulation an
unskilled worker gets 30.86 marks and an unskilled work-
woman 21.60 marks.

The figures given by the mill-girls themselves are how-
ever, very different from the foregoing. They say that there
are miil-girls of over twenty years of age who are in receipt
of wages of 32 to 34 plennig (about 4d.) per hour. A delegaie
from Wolkenburg spoll()e of weekly wages of 12 to 15 marks
(12/- to 15/-) for weavers. A maximum of 24 marks per week
is achieved by skilled workers only. The delegate continued:

“If 1 work until my back is breaking and until 1 am so
tired in the evening ihat I have not e energy to think
to light the fire, 1 can earn as much as 3U marks a week.

But my employer lets me work only three aays a week

at this wage and during the other three days 1 have to

do the dirtiest of work lor wages paid acco.uing to time.

In a stocking factory the girls were obiiged, under threat
of dismissal, to sufter a wage cut from 6 0 4 plenimg per
dozen. ‘Lhe delegate stated that she had done everything
possible to get the mill-girls fo fight. She herseli succeeaed 1n
continuing at the rate of 0 plennig per dozen, as she is a
skilled worker,

The delegate from a textile mill in Thalheim reported
fiesh efiorts towards rationalisation. Several girls were put to
work on a new sewing machine, with which one girl can
put out as much as eight girls on the old type of machine.
On the new machines the girls can earn from 80 to 90 marks
per week, but ailter eight hours of work they are compleiely
exhausted. Doctors declare that the girls cannot stand this
work for 18 months without being totally ruined in healih.
The delegale emtertained no illusions in regard to this murder
system, egho: said: “Gradually the other girls will be put to
work on these machines and then a wage cut is to be expected.
For this reason we are fighting hard against working eigh:
hours a day on these murder machines. When such machimes.
which constitute technical progress, have to be operated, the
working day should be reduced to four hours.”

From several other reporis it appeared that several active.
class-conscious elements in the mills where women are employed
are trying their utmost, and at the danger of losing their jobs.
to shake their work mates out of their sullen inlignation and
lead them on to a purposeful, organised fight, a task which
they have already accomplished in several mills. The opposition
must recognise their imporiant political role of winning 1he
confidence of the millions of working women by valantly
championing their interests, so that they may be able to lead
them into the fight.

The non-party district conferences of working women
provide an approach to the wourking women. which shoul
culminate in the early part of this year in the Congress o
the Working Women of Germany. At all conferences held uj
to the preseni, the non-party working women have reccivet
with enthusiasm the idea of a national congress. At the
conicrences the women delegates are furnished with the pol
tical equipment which they need for 1the fight in the miii
Forearmed with concrete, practical instructions, they will retu
to the mills, where they will in {ime become functionanr
such as the opposition needs for the mass mobilisation of t}
working women. Comprenension of the significance of {}
question and the drawing of the prorer con-lusions theretr
will meanr thar the Party will successfully attract further str
of working women to {he economic fight and thus to the &
for the overthrow of capitalism.
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