


1939 

PRICE 15c 

WORKING CLASS UNITY 
AGAINST MUNICH 

U.S.S.R. 
THE THIRD FIVE-YEAR PLAN 

FRANCE 
THE POPULAR FRONT IS NOT DEAD 

GERMANY 
FASCISM IS DESTROYING AGRICULTURE 

OTHER ARTICLES ABOUT 

SPAIN, CHINA, GERMANY, FRANCE. HUNGARY 

No.2 



8 \ 

' 

Ready 

REVOLUTION IH SPAIN 

By KARL MARX end FREDERICK ENGELS 

This volume contains the writings of Marx and Engels on the revolu­
tionory struggles in nineteenth-century Spain. These articles furnish 
valuable data for an understanding of present-day events in +hot 
country. A companion volume to Civil War in the United State,. 

Marxist Library, $1.75 

• 
DOLORES IBARRURI 
Speeches and Articles, 1936-38 

Pasionaria's stirring speeches and articles covering every phase of the 
Spanish conflict. 

Boards $.75 

• 
POLITICAL ECONOMY AND 

CAP IT 1\LISM 
By MAURICE DOBB 

Lecturer on Economics at the University of Cambridge 

A study of the importance of Karl Marx in the history of economic 
thought. $3.00 

• 
WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS 

P. 0. Box 148, Station D New York, N. Y. 



I'Lf!ILbHJ::U ~IU:-<THLY IN ENCLbH, RUS~IAN, CEUMAN, ··RENCH, CHINMJ:: ANil SPANISH 

TI-IE 
COMMUNIST 

INTERNATIONAL 
ORGAN OF THE EXECUfiVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

VoL. XVI FEBRUARY, 1939 

CONTENTS 

Editorials 

Against Munich-Working Class Unity! 
The Bloody Trail of Fascimt 
Titc League Against t:1C Peoples . 
The Hippo's Whip Again>'! the Intelligentsia 
A Football Match Gave the Game A\1ay 
Hungary's Indcpc>n<lcrrc!' E!rdangercd! 
China Does 1\ot Fall Into Their Trap 

Theory and Practice of the Labor 11lovement 

The Popular Front in France Is l\ot Dead 
The Special Congre;;~ of the Socialist Party 

of France 
Trot~kyist Plotlers in France . 
German Fascism Is Destroying Agricuhure 
The Struggle for the Youth in Nazi Germany. 

Bibliography 

A Book About the P.O.U.:Vl. . 

Documents 

The Third Five-Year Plan for the Development of 

R. MICHEL 

P. VIDAL 

G. DECAMP 

E. HORNLE 

M. LODE 

A. CLAinE 

the National Economy of the U.S.S.R. v. !\f. MOLOTOV 

An Appeal by the Austrian and German Members 
of the International Brigade . 

WoRKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERs, INc., P. 0. Box 148, STATION D, NEw YoRK CITY 

Subscription price: one year $1.75; six IDI)nth• 90 cents. Single copies 15 centa 

No.2 

99 
105 
109 
Ill 
114 
117 
121 

125 

130 
139 
144 
156 

165 

171 

190 

.... let Printed In U.ll . .A. 



Against Munich- Working Class Unity! 

CHAMBERLAIN'S visit to Rome has 
awakened fresh illusions in many 

democratic circles. Various democratic 
newspapers mysteriously indicated that 
no agreement between Chamberlain and 
Mussolini had resulted, and that, on the 
contrary, the antagonism of their re­
spective interests had become clearly ap­
parent; the British prime minister had 
"stood firm" and the conversations had 
been a "failure." 

The writers of these articles and' com­
mentaries might just as well have saved 
themselves the trouble of finding new 
journalistic expressions with which to 
describe the Chamberlain-Mussolini con­
versations. It would have been far simp­
ler to have reprinted the paragraphs 
they wrote a few months earlier anent 
Chamberlain's visit to Hitler in Godes­
berg. Those articles, however, were in­
comparably more dramatic. Newspaper 
readers were informed that Chamberlain 
had quarreled with Hitler, that he had 
broken off negotiations, that he had vir­
tually presented the German Reich's 
Chancelor with an ultimatum, and had 
opposed like a hero the demands of Ger­
man fascism. The results of this "dis­
sension" between Hitler and Chamber­
lain are now well known. They consisted 
of the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia 
and the abandonment of central Europe 
to German fascism. 

The events which have succeeded the 
Munich conspiracy, the accentuated ag­
gressiveness of the fascist dictators, the 
continuously increasing danger of war­
all this has opened the eyes of millions 
and has stirred up a wide movement of 
the common people of Great Britain, 
France and other countries against the 
Munich policy, the policy of capitula­
tion to fascism. 

At Munich they managed to pull off 
the betrayal of the peoples. The masses, 
even including considerable numbers of 
the working class, taken by surprise, be­
lieved that Chamberlain and his abettor, 
Daladier, had saved the peace in Munich. 
Only gradually did they come to realize 
the team-play of British and French 
reaction with German and Italian fas­
cism and to discern the joint offensive of 
the reactionary bourgeoisie against the 
popular front, democracy and the work­
ing class. 

All the more surprising is it, there­
fore, that now once more an effort is 
being made in democratic circles to ob­
scure the political situation and to con­
vey the impression that Chamberlain is 
an antagonist of the fascist dictators. 
Without entering into polemics with any 
particular newspaper, we will content 
ourselves with quoting two comments 
on the Rome conversations. On January 
8, the Neue Vorwaerts wrote that un­
fortunately Chamberlain still nursed 
"illusions," and added (our italics) : 

"He returned from Munich with a 
non-aggression document, he spoke of 
peace in our generation and permitted 
the mirage of disarmament to appear on 
the horizon. Everything was different 
and everything turned out differently, 
but who has heard Mr. Chamberlain ad­
mit the collapse of his illusions?" 

On January 11, the National-Zeitung 
of Basle condemned the "weakness of 
Chamberlain's policy" and then en­
deavored to give a psychological justi­
fication of this alleged weakness, as fol­
lows: 

"The actual weakness of Chamberlain 
when faced by the dynamics of dicta­
torship lies much more in a lack of the 
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imaginative faculty and of a sense of 
reality than in emotional factors. The 
unhappy experience [of Munich!] has in 
no way convinced Chamberlain of his 
error, otherwise he could not expect any 
further enlightenment from a personal 
conversation [with Mussolini]." 

Reflections such as these make Cham­
berlain out to be a sort of good old uncle 
who really wants to do his best and 
honestly takes pains to do so, but who 
unfortunately is too unworldly to see 
through fascist policy. 

Do not these well-meaning democrats 
realize into what an extraordinary po­
sition they fall when they offer fatherly 
counsel to this skilled and shrewd poli­
tician of British imperialism, and when 
they paint him as an unworldly 
dreamer? Chamberlain is well aware of 
what he is doing. Unlike most of those 
democrats who criticize him so tender­
heartedly, he does not yield to any "illu­
sions" whatsoever; nor does he reveal 
any "weakness" in his policy, but, on 
the contrary, remarkable consistency. 

The British prime minister realizes 
better than most of his well-meaning 
critics the profound internal weaknesses 
of German and Italian fascism; he 
knows better than they do that tl!c B;·it­
ish government has always had it within 
its power to bring into being a powerful 
peace front against the fascist aggres­
sors, and that the fascist dictators would 
immediately be compelled to surrender 
unconditionally if confronted by the 
united will of Great Britain, France and 
the Soviet Union. And precisely because 
he does know this he helps the fascist 
dictators, strengthening them against 
the people's front, against democracy 
and the working class. 

Let us hear how the allegedly un­
suspecting Chamberlain himself char­
acterized the object and results of his 
visit to Rome. In the course of his speech 
of thanks for his reception, at the dinner 
given him by Mussolini on January 11, 
he said (our italics) : 

"I hav11 come heN in punmit of th• 
policy for which I stand . ... I am happJ 
to think that our two :ovvnmenta have 

been able to give concrete expression to 
this policy." 

And, before his departure from Rome, 
Chamberlain told the official Italian Ste­
fani agency (our italics): 

"The purpose of the visit was not to 
reach a specific accord, but rather to 
achieve by personal contact a more in­
timate understanding of the respective 
viewpoints of the two nations. This aim 
1eas fully achieved. 

"We leave Rome more than ever con­
vinced of the Italian government's good 
faith and good will. 

"We are sure that a more intimate 
understanding has been reached and that 
the conversations will bear fruit in the 
future, not only in the relations between 
our two countries, but also in European 
cooperation." 

Thus in the face of the Italian offen­
sive in Catalonia, and Mussolini's cal­
lous declaration that he would only with­
draw his troops from Spain when the 
Spanish Republic had been overthrown, 
Chamberlain stated that he was happy 
to think that the policy for which he 
stands-namely, the Munich policy­
would receive "concrete expression." In 
the face of Italy's threats against 
France and her demands for French 
territory, Chamberlain declared that he 
was ''more than ever convinced of the 
Italian government's good faith and 
good will." In the face of the increasing 
aggressiveness of the fascist Axis, 
Chamberlain stated that a "more inti­
mate understanding" had been achieved 
which would also bear fruit in "Euro­
pean cooperation," in oth2r words, for 
the cooperation of the reactionary circles 
of the bourgeoisie in Europe. 

Thus Chamberlain stated, much more 
clearly than did his benevolent critics, 
whv he had undertaken this visit to 
Ro;ne. He had undertaken it in order to 
purslte the policy for which he stood, 
the Munich policy. And in acttwl fact 
this was the policy which was pursued in 
Rome. 

Even the blindeit of democratli must 
ultimately com11 to realize that th11 Mu­
nleh. betrayal was aomethin~ more 
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than a single, isolated, surrender to fas­
cism, that in Munich a long-term policy 
tvas laid down. It is important, above all, 
that the working class does not let itself 
be deceived, that it does not permit itself 
to be taken by surprise, as during the 
Munich days. 

The working class must understand 
that the class struggle has become very 
much more acute, that it is being waged 
not only in internal politics but also on 
the international field, that the reaction­
ary bourgeoisie is not only fighting in 
each individual country but has also 
passed over to a general offensive 
against the working-class movement and 
the forces of socialism and democracy, 
on an. international scale. The working 
class must realize that the bloc of the 
fascist states has not only decided to 
repartition the world, but is primarily 
determined to crush the international 
working class, to wipe out the labor and 
socialist movement and destroy their 
achievements of democracy. The working 
class must realize that fascism stops at 
no limit, that for fascism, to destroy 
the power of the working class in all 
countries and prevent the democratic 
cooperation of the masses is a question 
of sheer existence, and that it will vio­
late every mutual assurance and break 
every promise as it has previously done. 

And, finally, the working class must 
realize that the reactionary British 
bourgeoisie, of whom Chamberlain is 
the agent, as well as reactionary circles 
in other countries, have decided to co­
operate with fascisrn, because they deem 
such cooperation necessary for their un­
savory class interests, and because they 
want to strike hard before the workers 
are united, before a close alliance be­
tween the working class and the wide 
mass of the people constitutes an un­
surmountable barrier to their reaction­
ary plans. 

This determined cooperation of the re­
actionary British bourgeoisie and the 
reactionary circles of the bourgeoisie in 
other countries with German and Italian 
fascism is the essence of the Munich 
policy. Chamberlain and his reactionary 

accomplices in other countries are de­
termined to continue this policy. So far, 
they have succeeded in continuing it. 

Obviously the Munich conspirators are 
compelled to resort to strategy in the 
pursuance of this policy. Since Munich, 
a process of enlightenment has been tak­
ing place within the working class and 
other sections of the people. In all coun­
tries the organization of the opposition 
to the Munich policy has begun, an op­
position not only of the working class 
but also of petty-bourgeois and even 
bourgeois elements. Faced by this oppo­
sition, the Munich conspirators resort 
to methods of trickery and surprise. 
They endeavor to divert the masses from 
the main immediate question, to intro­
duce confusion into their ranks and to 
conceal the direction of the next attack. 

The next objective of the Munich con­
spirators is the defeat of the Spanish 
Republic. This question was in the fore­
front of the conversations between 
Mussolini and Chamberlain; the prelim­
inary efforts were directed to divert the 
attention of the peoples-and primarily 
of the French people, which was most 
directly affected-from this question. 
This purpose was served, in the first 
place, by the Italian claims on Tunisia, 
Corsica and Nice. It would be erroneous 
to treat these demands purely as bluff; 
undoubtedly, Italian fascism is deter­
mined, at a suitable time, to repeat these 
demands seriously and with the utmost 
vigor. For the moment, howe·;er, she 
does not really mean to press for ends 
still unattainable. 

But the clamor has had its object: the 
question of French territory has been 
converted into a subject for discussion­
as once was that of the Sudeten areas. 
"Compensation" in the form of partici­
pation in the Suez Canal control, in 
Jibuti and perhaps in Syria, is con­
sidered well within the realm of pos­
sibility and the Chamberlain press is 
coming out in its favor. The other im­
portant result of the Italian anti-French 
agitation-and a very decisive one for 
Italian fascism-is that the urgent ques­
tion of Spain has been temporarily rele-
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gated to the background. The reaction­
ary press in both Great Britain and 
France made a great show of the Italian 
demands for French territory; Daladier 
paid his ceremonial visit to Corsica and 
Tunis, exciting much noise and notice; 
and amidst all this the great fascist 
offensive in Catalonia was developed­
which actually does threaten France 
genuinely and immediately. 

Chamberlain stated that the purpose 
of his visit was "fully achieved" and 
that he was "convinced of the Italian 
government's good faith and good will." 
The reactionary newspapers, and un­
fortunately some of the democratic 
newspapers also, pay tribute to him for 
having adopted a "firm attitude" to­
ward Mussolini, while others advise him 
finally to abandon his "illusions." Un­
fortunately, it is not Chamberlain who 
nurses illusions. 

In actual fact, fascism and its ac­
complices have succeeded in continuing 
the policy of Munich. Daladier, his po­
sition endangered by the growing opposi­
tion to his policy, returned from Corsica 
and Tunisia crowned with his cheaply 
acquired laurels. The attention of the 
French people was concentrated on the 
Italian campaign of provocation. The 
mass movement on behalf of the Spanish 
Republic did not develop rapidly enough, 
and so fascism gained the necessary time 
for its offensive against Barcelona. 

All too late did the French Socialists 
and other opponents of the Munich 
policy realize that, for the French 
people, the most important task was to 
help the Spanish republic, that it was 
not Chamberlain's visit to Rome, nor 
Dal?.,lier's to Corsica and Tunisia, which 
would fortify the position of France and 
frustrate the Munich policy, but only the 
resolute action of the French people on 
behalf of the Spanish republic. 

The German and Italian fascists dis­
dainfully stated that it would not af­
fect the course of events whether Great 
Britain recognized Franco as a belliger­
ent or not, that the question was not af­
fected by formalities such as this but 
depended upon Great Britain and France 

placing no obstacles in the way of fas­
cist intervention in Spain. They further 
stated that it would be much easier to 
discuss with France Italy's claims and 
other aspects of the "new order" in 
Europe when Italian troops were estab­
lished in the Pyrenees, the most impor­
tant foundation for the European "new 
order" being the defeat of the Spanish 
republic. No, they are not prone to "illu­
sions," neither the fascists nor Mr. 
Chamberlain. It is only in the camp of 
the democrats that illusions still pre­
vail. 

The fascists and their reactionary ac­
complices in other countries well under­
stand that in each particular situation, 
they must endeavor to deceive the 
masses, they allay their vigilance and di­
vert their attention, to engender illu­
sions and uncertainty in their ranks, in 
order each time to take them by surprise 
and get in ahead of other movements of 
opposition. 

Fascism and the reactionary forces 
linked with it by no means underesti­
mate the importance of the growing op­
position of the people, of the possibility 
of the rallying and concentration of all 
Socialist, democratic and honestly patri­
otic forces against the policy of sur­
render and betrayal, against the relin­
quishment of the peoples to the fascist 
aggressors. And, precisely because they 
do not underestimate this, they con­
tinually seek new methods of chicanery, 
so that the forces of opposition may 
have no time in which to expand and 
develop. Deceit and surprise-such is 
the foundation of their tactics. 

Confronted by this situation, it is the 
present task of the working class ener­
getically to intervene in foreign affairs 
and to develop its own proletarian anti­
fascist foreign policy; in other words, 
not only to pursue the class struggle in 
the respective countries but also in the 
international field. The working class 
must realize from experience that large 
sections of the bourgeoisie in all coun­
tries are in league with the fascist ag­
gressors, that they are prepared at any 
time to adopt a policy of open treachery 
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to their country in order to defeat and 
suppress the forces of their own peoples; 
they must realize that the political rep­
resentatives of these ultra-reactionary 
circles of the bourgeoisie in each country 
are running after no "illusions," are fol­
lowing no "policy of weakness," but are 
deliberately supporting the fascist ag­
gressors. 

Furthermore, the working class must 
realize that in no circumstances must 
they rely upon bourgeois or petty­
bourgeois politicians, that these bour­
geois and petty-bourgeois politicians, 
even if not traitors, will, in the decisive 
hour, prefer surrender to struggle, that 
they remain firm only to the degree in 
which they are subject to the direct pres­
sure of the working class and the masses 
of the people. 

The working class must realize from 
experience that the bourgeoisie no longer 
represents the interests of the nation, 
but that, in the struggle against the 
fascist aggressor, in the struggle for na­
tional freedom and independence, the 
working class is the backbone of the na­
tion; that, in the struggle against the 
fascist aggressor for national freedom 
and independence, only the working class 
can assume the leadership of the nation, 
that, in order not to be plunged into the 
utmost slavery, it must assume leader­
ship. 

Only the working class is capable, by 
means of its consistent anti-fascist 
struggle both in home and foreign poli­
tics, of rallying all forces of the people 
around itself, of imbuing them with con­
fidence and a fighting spirit, of endow­
ing them with the necessary firmness. 
It is only the working class that can 
be the historical leader of the peoples 
in the struggle against fascism. 

In order to be competent for this task, 
the working class must accelerate the 
process of clarification within its own 
ranks; it must defeat the capitulat:Jrs in 
its ranks, and drive out the agents of 
the enemy. It must exert every effort to 
realize the unity of the working class in 
each country and on an international 
scale, in order to oppose the fascists and 

their accomplices as a united, compact 
force, conscious of its aims and capable 
of action. The most far-reaching inter­
national cooperation of the working 
class, of all its parties and organiza­
tions, is necessary in order to counter 
the carefully planned cooperation of fas­
cism and its accomplices in all countries. 

Only the international concentration 
of all proletarian forces, only a united 
international working-class policy, can 
frustrate the Munich policy and bring 
the fascist aggressors to a standstill. 
Such a united international working­
class policy can be based only upon the 
fact that German fascism is the chief 
enemy and that all forces therefore must 
be concentrated against it. 

It can be based only upon the fact 
that, in each particular country, it is 
necessary to concentrate all forces 
against the accomplices of German fas­
cism, against those sections of the 
bourgeoisie which support German fas­
cism, against the agents of the Munich 
policy in all parties and organizations. 

It can be based only upon the fact 
that the struggle for the peace and 
freedom of the peoples demands the con­
centration of all those forces of the 
people which do not wish to see a fascist 
regime and foreign fascist rule estab­
lished in their own country. 

It must be the object of that policy 
to support with a maximum of strength 
those peoples which are exposed to the 
immediate attack of fascism, not to 
limit the international solidarity of the 
working class to the passing of resolu­
tions and the despatching of foodstuffs, 
but to employ in its realization every po­
litical weapon. 

With the aid of the reactionary 
British bourgeoisie, to whose train Da­
ladier has attached himself, German 
fascism was able to crush Czechoslo­
vakia without encountering the prompt, 
determined and united opposition of the 
international working class. German and 
Italian fascism is staking everything on 
the defeat of the Spanish republic. The 
international working class is support­
ing the Spanish people, but this support 
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is considerably below that which is nec­
essary and possible. 

The Socialist workers, for instance, 
have permitted those countries in whose 
governments Socialists participate vir­
tually to impose a blockade upon repub­
lican Spain; they have allowed govern­
ments, of which Socialists form a part, 
to institute diplomatic relations with 
Franco; they have permitted the urgent 
demands of the Spanish Socialists, that 
unity of action be realized on behalf of 
Spain, to fall on deaf ears. 

While the fascist aggressors and their 
reactionary accomplices of the type of 
Chamberlain and Daladier are doing 
all they can to procure a victory for 
Franco, the international working class 
has not done everything to ensure the 
victory of the Spanish republic. This 
must be stated openly, for only by means 
of open and unsparing self-criticism can 
the working class become capable of 
overcoming the weaknesses in its own 
ranks and of fulfilling its great historic 
mission. 

In Rome, Chamberlain raised his glass 
to toast the furtherance of the Munich 
policy while Czechoslovakia, its first vic­
tim, lay prostrate. The next victim is to 
be Spain, where the Munich policy is to 
be given yet further "concrete expres­
sion." Then it will be the turn of France, 
of that country in which the popular 
front is defending the achievements of 
the great French Revolution, the coun­
try in which the J acobin tradition is 
opposing the treachery of the Coblenz 
emigres of today. 

A continuation of the Munich policy 

will be possible for just so long as the 
forces of the working class and of de­
mocracy do not join together for a 
united and consistent opposition to that 
policy. In an article by Comrade Di­
mitroff he states: 

"The1·e can be no insurmountable ob­
stacles to the achievement of the united 
action-so much needed-by the inter­
national working-class movement. Let 
there but be a sufficiently clear under­
standing by the working class itself of 
the need for such unity and the firm, un­
shakable will to bring it into being des­
pite all obstacles. The whole question is 
to bring this unity about as rapidly as 
possible and to ensure a firm basis fOT 
it . ... 

"A united working class together with 
the genuinely democratic forces of the 
peoples are in a position to curb the 
fascist violators and warmongers, and 
together with the peoples of the fascist 
countries to crush fascism."* 

The Munich policy has opened the eyes 
of large masses of the people and has in­
tensified the desire for unity within the 
working class. It is now necessary to 
overcome as rapidly as possible all ob­
stacles and limitations in order to real­
ize this unity in actual fact, in order to 
frustrate in time the deceptive strata­
gems of the fascists and their accom­
plices, in order promptly to anticipate 
their surprise tactics, and in order to 
meet their criminal policies with a 
united invincible resistance. 

• After Munich, pp. 35-36, Workers 
Library Publishers, New York. 



The Bloody Trail of Fascism 

ON THE twentieth anniversary of 
the murder of Karl Liebknecht and 

Rosa Luxemburg, the German proleta­
riat and the mass of Germany's working 
people were not able to visit the two 
graves so as to gird themselves for fresh 
struggles with memories of the honored 
dead. Nor can they listen to the voice of 
Ernst Thaelmann, true and brave leader 
of the Communist Party of Germany 
founded by Karl Liebknecht and Rosa 
Luxemburg, whose whole life consisted 
of service to the working people, of un­
remitting efforts to train the Commu­
nist Party of Germany to become a party 
of the Leninist, Stalinist type, and who 
now has been kept and tortured as a hos­
tage in jail for almost six years. 

The memorial which was put up in 
Berlin Friedrichsfelde in honor of Lieb­
knecht, Luxemburg and many unnamed 
heroes of the proletarian struggle for 
freedom, and which became a shrine for 
many hundreds of thousands of workers, 
is demolished. Germany is bowed down 
under a rule of the most brutal fascist 
terror. The military rabble into whose 
hands Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxem­
burg were delivered in 1919 now plays a 
free hand against the people of Germany. 

The fascist government puts up monu­
ments to the counter-revolutionary up­
starts and terrorists of that time, and 
gives high positions to those that are 
still alive. Pflugk-Hartung, one of Lieb­
knecht's murderers, only a few weeks 
back was exposed as the leader of a fas­
cist spy-ring in Scandinavia. Killinger, 
one of the hireling officers typical of the 
revolutionary period of 1918-19, who at­
tained special notoriety for his floggin~ 
and outraging of revolutionary women, 
is now Consul General in San Francisco. 
Generals Reinhardt, Epp and company, 
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who received in 1918-19 absolute author­
ity from Ebert, N oske and Scheidemann 
to trample down the revolutionary pro­
letariat, are today dignitaries, ministers 
and slave-drivers of German fascism. 
The venal bourgeois judges who dealt so 
exceedingly indulgently with the murder­
ers of Liebknecht and Luxemburg under 
the Weimar Republic are employed and 
empowered in fascist Germany to wipe 
out with a stroke of the pen the Jives 
of honest workers, peasants and intel­
lectuals who revolt under the yoke of 
fascist slavery. 

Like insatiable bloodhounds, they are 
tracking down even today the workers 
who took part in the struggle against 
the counter-revolutionary bands and ir­
regulars in 1919-21. Only a few weeks 
ago the worker Friedrich Paetsch was 
sentenced to death in Hamburg because 
he took part in suppressing the Right­
wing Kapp putsch. Almost at the same 
moment Wilhelm Rasch and Paul 
Scheibe, both workers, were being sen­
tenced to death in Central Germany for 
exposing Walter, the counter-revolution­
ary landowner who hid arms on his 
estate for the Right-wing General 
Maerker in 1921. 

We can see that the fascist govern­
ment is afraid of every worker who has 
ever defended the republic against coun­
ter-revolution and stood for genuine de­
mocracy. This fear of their own people 
is typified in the remarks made by an 
officer in an address to the directors of 
some minor Berlin factories which are 
busy with arms contracts, in November, 
1938. One of the things he said was: 

"We must consciously realize and com­
prehend what the situation is. The most 
tremendous exertions are necessary to 
increase production. Germany's position 
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is extremely bad. If war breaks out, we 
have raw materials only for two months. 
Don't think that everything is in such 
marvelously good order. Don't for an in­
stant think that there are no longer any 
Communists. There are more Commu­
nists than ever. And they are installed in 
the factories. Take careful note of the 
men who demand higher wages. Keep a 
close watch on each of them, and suspect 
each to be a Comn1unist !" 

Among the workers they fear the Com­
munists, among the peasants the rebels 
against fascist war economy; among the 
Christians they fear the conscientious 
objectors, and among the progressive 
middle-class elements they fear those de­
cent upright people who are swinging 
more and more into opposition to the fas­
cist state's corruption, robbe1'y and in­
trigue. They find themselves faced with 
wide masses of people, who admittedly 
have not yet found the path and the 
strength for collective action against 
Hitler's Reich, but are nevertheless on 
the move in ways which unquestionably 
leacl up to this path, of uniting their 
forces, and so inevitably to open strug­
gle against the fascist Llictatorship. 

The people of Germany, and with 
them the downtrodden ·peoples of Aus­
tria, Bohemia and Moravia, are today 
traversing the thorniest part of that 
stony, blood-sodden "road to Golgotha" 
of which Karl Liebknecht wrote prophet­
ically in 1919. Names of the best and 
most honorable fighters mark this road: 
John Scheer, Edgar Andre, Rudolph 
Claus, Luetgens, Fiete Schultze, Liese! 
Hermann, Steidle, Franz Stenzer, Ewald 
Funke, Wilhelm Fir!, Erich Steinfurth, 
Hans Otto, Stelling, Ossietsky, Litten, 
Peter Forster and many thousands of 
others who have been put to death or 
treacherously assassinated. 

Filled with fear and hatred of the 
people they have muzzled and forced into 
silence, the assassins make no distinc­
tion of party or religion. Among many 
others in 1938 the following were killed, 
having undergone the most brutal tor­
ture: Schmidt, a Social-Democratic 
metal worker from the Adler Works in 

Frankfurt, Adam Loehr, a Social-Demo­
cratic railwayman from the Saar, Andre 
Klosen, a Catholic miner from the Saar, 
the former free trade union official 
Mainka, from Silesia, who had been bad­
ly maltreated, and the Communist 
teacher and former Town Councillor 
Schneller, from Leipzig. 

The shameful murders in the concen­
tration camps and the infernos of the 
Gestapo have of late been more and more 
supplemented and punctuated by luridly­
worded proclamations of death or life 
sentences. In the last few weeks of the 
old year, among other cases, there were 
the Communist miner Peter Kaspar, 
condemned to death because he had 
studied Marxism with his workmates, 
discussed the wireless news items and 
kept track of the victorious advance of 
the U.S.S.R. The Sotial-Democrat Phil­
ippson was sentenced to life imprison­
ment because he had voted "no" (against 
the fascist candidates and the suggestive 
ballot-questions) in various ballots, and 
because he had established connections 
which were active in opposition inside the 
fascist compulsory organizations. A few 
days ago the "People's Court" (which is 
composed of officers and commanders of 
the S.S.) imposed a lifelong prison sen­
tence on the writer Niekisch, only a 
short while before a man of Right-wing 
sympathies, who was arrested because 
he branded Hitler as "Germany's doom." 

These heavy sentences are meant as 
deterrents. But instead of deterring, i.e., 
keeping the mass of the people from 
standing up and fighting for their rights, 
such sentences only intensify the disgust 
of the nation with this regime, which, 
to the extent to which it resorts to acts of 
savagery, loses the ground from under 
its feet. 

With growing nervousness, Hitler's 
Reich indiscriminately arrests workers, 
peasants and citizens who have in one 
way or another transgressed the fascist 
"laws." Lying in the concentration camps 
today are Communists, Social-Democrats, 
trade unionists, Catholics, Protestants, 
Jews, "work-shy" people (that is to 
say, workers and employees who have 
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resisted forced labor), peasants (who 
have brought their own produce to mar­
ket, slaughtered their own livestock or 
otherwise disobeyed the "laws" of war 
economy), handicraftsmen and small fac­
tory owners (who have con:e into con­
flict with the "laws" relating to the pur­
chase of raw material or with the cur­
rency "laws"). 

The escape of the young 27--ycar-old 
factory worker Peter Forster, an active 
Socialist and anti-fascist, from the noto­
rious Buchenwald concentration camp, 
and his execution at the end of Decem­
ber, attracted fresh attention to the state 
of affairs in the German concentration 
camps. Buchenwald is a concentration 
camp like many in Germany. It is at 
present being enlarged to hold some 25,-
000 prisoners. What takes place behind 
the electrically charged wire fences of 
this concentration camp is without paral­
lel in the whole of human history. Peter 
Forster decided to try and escape when 
he realized that he must very shortly 
expect to share the fate of 145 of his 
comrades in arrest, who were tortured to 
death in the first four months of 1938. 

The prisoners in Buchenwald are 
grouped into political, "work-shy," re­
ligious and Jews. Among the political 
are former Communist officials like Theo 
Neubauer, Ottomar Geschke, Anton Saef­
kow, Paul Woitowski, who have been 
lugged from one camp to another sine<: 
1933 and maltreated as examples to 
others. They, like all other prisoners in 
the concentration c·amps, are interned 
for an indefinite period. Some of them 
have been promised by the "Death's 
Head Watch" (a special corp,, of the 
S.S.) that they will not leave the camp 
alive. All are worked to the limit every 
day. The conditions of work are so brutal 
that out of 2,000 .i cws, for example, who 
were admitted to the camp in mid-June, 
1938, 110 died in the first week as a re­
sult of exhaustion or maltreatment. A 
prisoner who escaped from the camp has 
recounted the following words of Roedl, 
the camp commandant, which Roedl 
uttered in welcome to a convoy of 
prisoners: 

"Here among you there are people who 
have already been in prison. That is 
nothing compared to what they will ex­
perience here. They have come to a con­
centration cncnp-that is, they are in 
Hell. At the least sign of resistance to 
the order of an S.S. man they will be 
shot on the spot. Here we recognize only 
two punishnwnts: flo~·ging, and death." 

There w&c; a terrible sequel to these 
words of the uniformed gangster, calcu­
lated as they were to intimidate the pris­
oners. Five hundred Jewish prisoners 
were shut into a sheep-pen for eight 
days, where they had to spend day and 
night without a bed, table, chair, or any 
means of washing. During this time they 
were meant to become amenable to sign­
ing a statement saying- that they had 
been put in the concentration camp for 
being "work-shy" and would here volun­
tarily assume an obligation to work. 
Among othe1·s was a barrister who stead­
fastly refused to sign such a statement. 
He was tortured for four days until he 
died. 

Doctors, lawyers, artist.s, writers and 
craftsmen were and still are kept at 
w.wk in Buchenwald on the heaviest jobs 
in a stone quany, slave-driven by eigh­
teen-year-old S.S. members, free game 
for the so-called "foren:.en," who are 
without exception dangerous professional 
criminals, and who have been given 
complete liberty by the S.S. to maltreat 
the defenseless prisoners. On a single 
day in the summer of Hl38, thirty pris­
oners out of a gro".Jp of 100 were left 
motionless and senseless on the ground, 
and two died even before work was fin­
i>:hed .... This is a small excerpt from 
life in the concentration camp of Buchen­
wald. Thus it is at Dachau, at Lichten­
burg, Sachsenhausen, Papenburg, Ester­
weg, the Heuberg and at the many, many 
other concentration camps in Germany. 

From this gray and gloomy back­
ground the figures of the steadfast mar­
tyrs and fighters, with Ernst Thaelmann 
at their head, stand out all the more in­
spiring-ly. From the very fact that today 
some 300,000 prisoners are held as hos­
tages in the concentration camps and 
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prisons of Germany, one can gather how 
the internal "security" and the "founda­
tions" of the faseist rule of terror are at 
stake. That the regime has antagonists 
to fear in every walk of life is plain from 
the fact that alongside Ernst Thaelmann 
the Communist, Social-Democrats like 
Franz Kuenstler, Democrats like Dr. 
Luppe, Catholies like Chaplain Rossaint, 
Protestants like Pastor Niemoeller and 
former German nationalists like Westarp 
or Labcrrenz, are all alike in prison. 

Resentment, unqucnehable hatred, 
horror and revulsion are being we!Jed 
together in the German nation into a 
firm resolve, and those who have made 
this resolve arc realizing that the com­
mon enemy, the destroyer and ravager 
of the German nation, fascism, must be 
collectively fought, overcome and ban­
ished; so that the German nation, and 
with it the nations opprc;;sed and men­
aced by German fascism, may be able 
to breath and live again. 

If, on this twentieth anniversary of 
the murder of Karl Liebknccht and 
Rosa Luxemburg, the German nation is 
more abjectly enslaved than ever, if it 
is harder prl'ssed than ever by dire ma­
terial burdens and by the shame of the 
fascist rule of terror, none the less it is 
not broken. The profound words of 

Georgi Dimitroff find an echo in the 
minds of a great mass of people and 
spur them on to action: "The fascist dic­
tatorship of the bourgeoisie is a ferocious 
but an unstable one." 

Fascism can dissemble, torture, mur­
der and destroy. But it cannot stamp 
out the flame of resistance and the spark 
of revolution. The circumstances which 
it has fostered bring with them its own 
doom, for the seed once sown by Lieb­
knccht and Luxemburg has borne fruit 
a millionfold, fruit brought to perfec­
tion by the experience of the long path 
of pain. 

On the twentieth anniversary of the 
murder of Karl Liebknecht and Rosa 
Luxemburg the German proletariat and 
the German nation have not, it is true, 
sanctuaries in which to gather, but the 
army of those who on this day pay hom­
age to Licbknecht's word "trotzalledem" 
(in spite of everything) is in the final 
resort the strongest army. For it is a 
part of that worldwide force of human 
progress that is firmly entrenched on 
that one-sixth of the earth's surface, 
on which-thanks to the mighty, vic­
torious power of the teaching and the 
Party of Lenin and Stalin-humanity 
and culture have found the richest soil 
for unfolding their finest blossoms. 



The League Against the Peoples 

WHAT is, and what is the signifi­
cance of, the so-called "Anti-Com­

intern Pact," which in the last few 
months has been the subject of long­
winded effusions in the German fascigt 
press, and the praises of which were 
sung by the "Berlin-Rome-Tokyo tri­
angle" after the governments of Hun­
gary and Manchukuo had declared their 
adherence to it? 

Is it a pact the signato1·ies to which 
are endeavoring to disseminate in every 
country that so-called anti-Communist 
"literature" which consists of the hys­
terical products of the imagination of 
notoriously criminal individuals-as, for 
instance, the forester Albrecht at one 
time sentenced for immorality, or the 
White Guard who masqueraded under 
the name of Butenko, a Legation official 
who was kidnapped and murdered? 

Is it a pact the signatories to which are 
endeavoring to organize anti-Semitic and 
anti-Communist "exhibitions" in all 
countries? 

Is it, perchance, a pact for the ex­
change of experiences gained in the or­
ganization of anti-Communist pogroms? 

Or is it a pact for mutual aid in the 
task of systematically poisoning and cor­
rupting the press in capitalist countries? 

Is it, perchance, a pact for the creation 
and organization of a widespread radio 
service which shall aim at supplying the 
whole press with fascist news? 

Or is it a pact for mutual aid in the 
work of penetrating and undermining 
other states with spies and fascist "prop­
agandists"? 

Each one of these aforementioned ac­
tivities, which shun the blaze of pub­
licity, is obviously among the results of 
the so-called Anti-Comintern Pact. All 
sorts of shady characters are engaged 

in the so to speak ideological "work of 
enlightenment" which is carried out 
under the trade-mark "Anti-Comintern" 
or "Contra-Comintern" or frequently 
even less obtrusive disguises. It is the 
swampy breeding-ground for debased, 
perverted, declasse and demoralized in­
dividuals, for mercenaries, Baltic barons, 
!\iensheviks and Trotskyists. 

The latter specie;; is particularly well 
represented and via the "Anti-Comin­
tern" establishes direct contact with the 
reactionary leaders of monopoly capital, 
as was proved by the correspondence, re­
cently brought to light, of the Trotskyist 
Rudolf, alias Laszlo, which was con­
cerned with deals of the following kind: 
through the "Anti-Comintern" Rudolf 
supplied "material" against the Popular 
Front in France and the workers' move­
ment in other countries to associations 
of industrialists, who paid him for it 
in ready cash. 

Nevertheless, this widespread form of 
activity constitutes only a part of the 
sphere of operations covered by the Ber­
lin-Rome-Tokyo "triangle" in its secret 
pacts. The pact was deliberately fur­
nished by its authors with a false, mis­
leading title. They sail under false 
colors, like their ships, which transport 
material and troops to Spain on a vast 
scale. For the pact is directed not only 
against the Communist International, 
and not only against the Communist 
Parties in the individual countries, but 
also against the masses of the peoples 
in general. 

The Volki3che !Jeobachter took the op­
portunity of Hungary's adherence to the 
pact to state expressly on January 14 
that the danger against which the pact 
had been instituted "consisted not only 
in the strength of individual sections of 
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the Third International, but still more 
in the irreligious attitude of wider sec­
twns of the people ••• and in particular 
that . . . intelligentsia which predom­
inantly controls the formation of public 
opinion in the democracies." The same 
paper had already taken advantage of 
the second anniversary, in November, 
1938, of the signing of the pact to state: 

"If not only the Soviet Union, but also 
certain other states have been made to 
feel the power of the anti-Communist 
bloc, they have only themselves to thank. 
.•. If certain statesmen and politicians 
... have toyed with the idea of winning 
over Moscow as an ally, they cannot be 
surprised if the triangle pact has been 
effective in spheres outside that of its 
actual purpose." 

How, wherefore and against whom this 
pact is effective, the official fascist. news­
paper W estfiilische Landeszeitung re­
vealed candidly enough in its leading 
article on January 18. This pact was, it 
said, a prime condition for a "new order" 
in the world. It was djrected against the 
"democracies" and would ignore all 
treaties between peoples and states with 
the object of forcibly establishing a fas­
cist "new order" in the world. Statesmen 
who supported the maintenance of legal 
treaties were stigmatized by the paper as 
"suffering from hardened arteries" be­
cause they were unable to "take into ac­
count the constant natural movement" 
which impelled the "dynamic" leaders of 
fascism to occupy China, Spain and other 
countries. The pact was obviously the 
expression of a "new conception of 
right," the ccmception of "might is 
right." The predatory wars waged 
against peaceful independent peoples 
were referred to as "police measures 
against traitors," whereby it appears 
that the signatories to the pact regard 
themselves as the police force of the 
world, to whose demands all the peoples 
must submit. 

The Westfiiliscke Landeszeitung asked 
at the end of its article: 

"Is there any need for the triangle to 
give any further proof of what it 
signifies?" 

Well, it has already given this proof. 
It signifies the concentration of the 

most reactionary powers and cliques 
under the leadership of German fascism. 
It is an attempt to replace legal treaties 
between peoples and states by shady 
agreements between fascist and reaction­
ary groups which will help German 
fascism on its path to imperialist world 
domination. It is in accordance with the 
character of secret agreements between 
reactionary cliques that they should 
shackle and "coordinate" the peoples of 
their own countries. And it signifies 
finally that in the international sphere 
the principle of "might is right" be­
comes the ultimate law in accordance 
with which the "triangle" is endeavoring 
brutally to suppress and destroy na­
tional rights and the right of self-deter­
mination of the nations. 

This "League Against the Peoples" is 
the most destructive, the most reaction­
ary, constellation of forces of our time. 
Anyone who looks for a parallel, for a 
model, will find it only in the example 
which German fascism, also under the 
mask of "Anti-Communism," has itself 
furnished in Germany and the symbol 
of which was the burning of the Reich­
stag. The consequences of the burning of 
the Reichstag in Germany were the 
bloody suppression of the workers' or­
ganizations, and a series of massacres of 
the intelligentsia, Christian believers, 
bourgeois-democrats-and finally the 
Right-wing, non-fascist bourgeois par­
ties and associations. The comparison 
which can be drawn from the foreign 
political activities of the "triangle" are 
too obvious to be enumerated in detail. 

The demonstrations and proclamations 
of the "triangle" are a warning to the 
peoples. The concentration camp which 
Germany has now become is in itself the 
most significant warning. 



The Hippo's Whip Against the Intelligentsia 

SINCE its origin, German fascism has 
harbored nothing but hatred and 

enmity toward all men of thought and 
culture. For demagogic reasons it was 
compelled to woo the intellectuals with 
manifold promises, but even before the 
seizure of power it announced from time 
to time its true feelings toward the in­
telligentsia; feelings of malicious irrita­
tion manifested by inferior minds to­
ward every form of intellect and culture. 
The brutal adventurers and denizens of 
the underworld who lend their stamp to 
the National-Socialist Party have in­
vented for German intellectuals the name 
of "Intelligenzbestie." They have glori­
fied the brute Horst ·wessel as a "na­
tional hero." They have branded intel­
lect as a disease of liberalism. 

After the seizure of power, German 
fascist hatred of the intelligentsia threw 
all restraint to the winds. Recently this 
hatred has become explosive. In the days 
preceding Munich, when the inner weak­
ness of German fascism became appa­
rent, when the opposition movement 
gripped all strata of the people, the fury 
of Hitler's gang was directed chiefly 
against the intellectuals. Since that time 
the German fascists have taken every 
opportunity of howling down the intel­
lectuals. And they saw just such an op­
portunity in the case against the author 
Ernst Niekisch and his circle of friends. 

Before the seizure of power, Ernst 
Niekisch followed the fascist school of 
thought, without renouncing his own par­
ticular views. He considered the foreign 
policy of Hitler's party and its "crusade" 
against Bolshevism to be fatal and he de­
fended the view that Germany must, for 
the sake of its fundamental interests, 
strive to maintain friendly relations with 
the Soviet Union. He succeede<l in win-

ning over the "Bund Oberland" and 
people in the various organizations to 
this idea. In the first years of the fas­
cist dictatorship, he was able to increase 
the circulation of his periodical and to 
interest even adherents of the regime in 
his ideas. When his periodical was 
banned, he did not consider himself de­
feated by any means, but continued his 
efforts to oppose another political con­
ception to the fatal policy of Hitler. 

His ideas founded a movement called 
"Widerstand" ("Opposition") which won 
for itself supporters chiefly from intel­
lectual circles. In 1936 and 1937 Niekisch 
circulated a treatise opposing the fascist 
regime. It was passed from one person 
to another and did not fail to make its 
impression on the currents of opposition 
in the middle class and intelligentsia. 
Finally he and some of his collaborators 
were arrested, accused of "high treason" 
and sentenced to imprisonment. Niekisch 
was sentenced to penal servitude for 
life. Even the fascist newspapers cannot 
deny that Niekisch courageously de­
fended his views before the tribunal and 
that he declared the court to be incom­
petent of passing judgment upon him 
and his ideas. 

The case aroused interest in Germany. 
On January 11 the Angriff was forced to 
publish a leading article on it. In order 
to describe the "depravity" of the man 
who had been condemned to penal servi­
tude for life, it described Niekisch as 
follows: 

"He acknowledged one man only: 
Lenin. He looked upon him as a great 
man. He extolled him as the chosen leader 
in the age of science. This already Bol­
shevist kernel of thought determined the 
direction of all his political ideas. He 
supported the closest union of Germany 
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with Soviet Russia; which may have ap­
peared to others, who are in a desperate 
situation at the moment, to be the only 
way out." 

And now followed the general accusa­
tion against the intelligentsia of Ger­
many: 

"So much for Niekisch. Drexel and 
Troger, who were accused with him, are 
both uninteresting .... But in them there 
was another in the dock, invisible: the 
intelligentsia. . . . The Nuremberg ale­
house-benchers [the Angriff is not refer­
ring to the Nuremberg 'Parteitag,' but 
to the circle of friends that Niekisch 
gathered around him], who were content 
to wander around in circles behind· the 
Swedish curtains, are once more ubiqui­
tous. While the Fuehrer slaves and 
creates [slavery has created!] ... these 
guys gather round and mutter. If we 
announce that unemployment has de­
creased, they automatically question 
it .... " 

And now accusations against the in­
telligentsia tumble over one another. The 
Angriff rages because the German Air 
Force does not impress thinking Ger­
mans, who were, however, impressed 
when the Red Army taught the Japanese 
a sharp lesson in the Far East. The pact 
with Japan and Italy does not impress 
them. Yet they follow attentively the 
foreign press reports about the military 
adventures of Hitler Germany in Spain 
and Morocco. They do not think much of 
the Italian ally, but have a high regard 
for the might of the Soviet Union. Thus 
the intelligentsia is "fertile ground for 
decomposition." Its activity may be char­
acterized as follows: "To spread rumors, 
to shake beliefs, to sow doubts and to 
arouse and encourage discontent." 

In short, the German intellectuals are 
forming correct and sensible opinions 
about the ruinous policy of German fas­
cism, and they take good care that these 
opinions become known to as many sec­
tions of the people as possible. In spite 
of the fact that they have expelled the 
most prominent learned men and turned 
the universities into barracks for the 
S.S.; in spite of the unprecedented de-

terioration in the general level of cul­
ture, the German fascists have not suc­
ceeded in exterminating thought. 

German fascism'& crusade a&'ain'it in­
tellect, culture and learning leads, how­
ever, to another result. Those students 
passing their final tests in German sec­
ondary schools, universities and techni­
cal· schools have learned far too little 
and are to a great extent unqualified to 
meet the demands made upon th<'m by 
their calling. 

German fascism finds itself in a 
dilemma both confu~ing and insoluble. 
On the one hand highly qualified think­
ing people are needed in .economics, the 
army and the administration, and on the 
other hand the highly qualified thinking 
man is an everlasting danger to fascist 
dictatorship. Alarmed, the ruling circles 
of German fascism recognize that while 
it is true that they have succeeded in 
diminishing the professional knowledge 
and general culture of the rising intel­
lectual generation, they have not, how­
ever, succeeded in accustoming intellec­
tuals not to think. German technique and 
learning are rapidly falling behind while 
at the same time the opposition of the 
intelligentsia is growing-that is the re­
sult of the fascist fight against the in­
tellectuals. 

On the one hand German fascism is 
trying by mechanical measures to raise 
the professional knowledge of the rising 
intellectual generation which has fallen 
so low, on the other hand it slanders 
and befouls, pursues and ill treats the 
intelligentsia more blatantly than ever. 
It is characteristic that the Berlin Uni­
versity lecturers were drummed together 
to listen to a discourse by Herr Streicher, 
the man who is the mental embodiment 
of German fascist lack of culture, coarse­
ness, delirium and inhumanity. Indeed, 
the bloodthirsty clown from Nuremberg 
marched into Berlin University, where 
men like Hegel and Humboldt lectured, 
in order to impart National-Socialist 
"learning" to the university lecturers. 

The German newspapers are forbidden 
to reproduce word for word the speeches 
of the Nuremberg district governor, a:s 
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these speeches belong to the repertoire of 
a Punch and Judy show; but even the 
short extract from the speech published 
in the DeutMche Allgemeine Zeitung on 
January 12 enables the reader to imagine 
what mud Herr Streicher threw at the 
German university lecturers. According 
to the report in the above paper, this 
"beacon" of National-Socialist learning 
threw light on the question "as b 
whether real culture always and excb­
sively exists side by side with the great­
est learning." Snorting with rage, the 
hangman of Nuremberg added that Na­
tional-Socialism could not forget "that 
when it was struggling to accomplish its 
program, scornful laughter had on many 
an occasion come from the universities." 
The fascist state had restored to the 
university "its real freedom," but at the 
same time had withheld that freedom 
from the "depraved." The report finally 
said: 

"District Governor Streicher, speaking 
further on the racial question, delivered 
interpretations of past political experi­
ences and of various phenomena of the 
present. He warned the university men 
to make use of the time to absorb into the 
work of the universities the truths dis­
covered and defended by National-Social­
ism, so that the second time it would not 
be too late." 

That was a reminder from the hippo's 
whip which the Nuremberg District Gov­
ernor always carries with him, in order 
to give his illuminating performances 
the necessary emphasis. One can easily 
imagine the effect of this speech on men 
of intellect and culture; they felt the 
cannibal's hate which struck at them and 
they had to suffer the humiliation with­
out relieving their feelings in scornful 

laughter. Things have gone so far in 
Germany that the shadiest characters 
prescribe what university lecturers must 
teach and what they may not teach. 

While in the Soviet Union the int&l­
ligentsia are everywhere encouraged, 
while every year hundreds of thousands 
of highly skilled, cultured and thinking 
sons of workers and peasants swell the 
ranks of the Soviet intelligentsia, the in­
telligentsia of Germany are going 
through a process of shrinking. With 
growing aversion and exasperation the 
German intellectuals are faced with a 
regime which hands learning over to 
Streicher, which ties up mental develop­
ment and abhors thought; a regime 
which is destroying German culture and 
leading Germany toward a collapse. A 
regime which has the intelligentsia 
against it and which does not succeed in 
winning over a wide section of really 
cultured, thinking and competent pro­
fessional men, carries within it the germ 
of decay. 

The outbreaks of fury by the fascist 
regime in Germany against the intelli­
gentsia reveal its inner fragility. In 
view of the feelings of opposition which 
are continually taking hold of wider and 
wider circles of the German intelligent­
sia, it becomes the solemn duty of all 
anti-fascists to pay the greatest atten­
tion to those forces of resistance and 
to recognize the importance of the in­
tellectuals in the fight against the fascist 
regime. 

The more the fascist demagogues try 
to stir up the workers against the intel­
lectuals, the more it becomes necessary 
for the working class to hold out its hand 
to the intellectuals-in the common 
struggle against the common enemy, 
fascism. 



A Football Match Gave the (;anle Away 

THE Austrian football players have 
often distinguished themselves. Al­

though sport has also deteriorated under 
fascist rule, the Austrians are still out­
standing in this field. The Austrian foot­
ball club Admira recently played the 
G~rman football club Borus~ia. The 
match was played in Berlin and ended 
with a win for the Austrians by 7 goals 
to 3. 

Their victory was the signal for a 
spate of Prussian chauvinism. Since the 
Negro boxer Joe Louis beat the "Aryan" 
boxer Schmeling inside three minutes, 
any defeat in sport touches German fas­
cism on a very sore spot. In its officia; 
propaganda, it is true, German fascis!n 
describes the Austrians as "Germans" 
and celebrates the conquest of Austria as 
"the return to the Reich"; but in fact the 
Prussian conq'lerors regard their "Aus­
trian brothers" as members of a foreign 
nation and an alien "race." The Aus­
trians on their side consider themselves 
less than ever a part of the German na­
tion; they feel themselves a suppressed 
nation, subjected to all the terrors of a 
foreign tyranny. The match between the 
Admira and Borussia football teams, un­
important in itself, brought the 7n·ojound 
national antagonisms to the surface. 

The Catholic newspaper La Croix 
rightly pointed out that "the antagonism 
between Germany and Austria found ex­
pression in an acute form in the field of 
sport." Sporting events have always had 
a political character in Austria. The ath­
letic grounds in Vienna were often the 
scene of bi.l',' anti-fascist dcmonst!·ations. 

When the Austrian football team was 
leaving for nerl:n, hundreds oi people 
shouted to them to give the !-'russians a 
licking. Vv.hen the result was known, all 
Austria was delighted that the Prussians' 

big mouth had been stopped with a foot­
ball. But on the football ground in Ber­
lin there were wild outbursts of chau­
vinist rage on the part of the German 
fascists, who had turned out to gloat 
over the defeat of the "sloppy Aus­
trians." Every goal the Austrians scored 
made another hole in the legend that 
Germans and Austrians are one. German 
fascists, old hands at pogroms and every 
kind of violence, stormed the ground 
from all sides to beat up the Austrian 
team. There was a roar from the grand­
stands: "Speak German, you Polacks !" 
The Austrian dialect words which the 
Viennese team shouted to one another 
angered the German fascists, and as the 
victors left the ground they were fol­
lowed with yells: "Polacks! Dirty swine! 
Filthy foreigners, don't come back here 
again!" The Austrians had to return to 
their hotel under police protection, and 
they were lucky to escape with their 
lives. 

The propaganda lie that the Austrians 
and Germans are one nation could not 
even stand up to a football. To the Ger­
man fascists the Austrians are "filthy 
foreigners"-and to the Austrians the 
German fascists are tyrants, who oppress 
them like the nativc•s in a colony. They 
have only one desire: once more to be 
"foreigners," once more to get free from 
Germany and have nothing more to do 
with Berlin. After the football match the 
German papers advised the Austrians in 
a very irritated tone to renounce their 
ambition of defeating German teams; to 
which the Austrians retort that they 
want nothing so much as to be rid for 
ever of all German teams, German gov­
ernors, German chancellors and to be 
able to build a free and independent 
Austria according to their own wishes. 
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To the hated tyranny of the foreigner 
they oppose a firm and determined re­
sistance. Often it takes forms which re­
duce the German conquerors to more or 
less· complete helplessness. In addition to 
the resolute, organized resistance of the 
Communists, Socialists and Catholics, 
who stand together in growing solidarity 
as the conscious representatives of the 
unity of the nation against the foreign 
rulers, the most various methods of ex­
pressing their hatred of the fascist con­
querors are being developed by the whole 
people. In a thousand different ways the 
Austrian people ridicule the barbaric 
ways and institutions of the German fas­
cists, who lord it in the occupied terri­
tory. 

The German newspapers become posi­
tively hysterical with rage when they 
report how the Austrians, as if it was 
part of an arranged plan, always ask in 
all the shops for just those articles which 
have disapJ1eared off the market as a re­
sult of the "Anschluss." A German re­
porter observed how in a provision mer­
chant's shop in Vienna one customer 
after another came in and immediately 
asked, "Have you any paprika?" When 
the shopkeeper replied, "No," they 
promptly asked, "Why not?" To which, 
equally promptly, the answer came in a 
meaning tone, "Well, you know ... " 
In December, 1938, the Viennese edition 
of the Voelkische Beobachter published 
an article in which the writer falls over 
himself with anger, on the way in which 
the Austrian people make fun of the 
Hitler greeting. The paper says: 

"People greet one another in a very 
peculiar manner nowadays. The German 
greeting is travestied; the vivacity of 
the Viennese distorts it in the most 
astounding ways. Most of them cannot 
be content with 'Heil Hitler.' If they 
have anything of the old Viennese court­
liness in their blood, they find it too 
short and dry. They soften its severity 
by prefacing it with a gallant 'Kissing 
your hand, madam,' or 'the honor is 
mine.' And with great difficulty they 
have now learned to raise their hat 
gracefully in their left hand, the right 

arm, as already said, being occupied 
with the German greeting. In addition, 
they bow and scrape and have both 
hands full with their efforts to show 
their politeness and thei-r proper spirit. 
Others, of course, fall into the other 
extreme. They come into a quiet cafe, 
where people are unsuspcctingly reading­
the papers, and click their heels so 
loudly that the waiters drop the spoons 
for fright. As they give the German 
greeting, they look so severe and unap­
proachable that everybody thinks gen­
eral arrests are going to be made; then 
there is a general sigh of relief, when 
the man orders a small black coffee .... 

"Then, of course, there are those who 
persistently go on saying 'Go::>d Day.' 
They do it with an air of im~1ertinence 
and think themselves fine reactionaries 
because they keep their paws in their 
overcoat-pockets. If anybody looks ask­
ance at this, they assure you that they 
are enthusiastic National-Socialists, and 
for that very reason do not use the 'Heil 
Hitler' greeting: the Fuehrer's name is 
too sacred. So noble and delicate are the 
feelings of these swine. . . ." 

"Man," as "made in Ge1·many," is a 
being recognized by the Hitler greeting, 
by his habit of barking out orders, 
slaughtering defenseless Jews, plunder­
ing houses and shops and speaking the 
fascist gangster slang, which bears as 
much resemblance to the German 
language as garbage to food. Of course 
these fascist "men" consider the Aus­
trians mere "swine" or at best "filthy 
foreigners." In their fight against this 
impudent presumption and brutal sup­
pression the Austrians are becoming 
increasingly conscious of their own na­
tional character and of their right to 
national self-determination. They do not 
share the views of those curious emi­
grant "Socialists" for whom "there is 
no Austrian question"; they speak with 
the voice of the great Austrian poet 
Franz Grillparzer, who had already de­
clared in the nineteenth century, "I am 
not German, but Austrian." They know 
that there is an Austrian question, and 
that this question is one of the strongest 
weapons against German fascism. 

Behind the scornful smile and the con-
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temptuou!! irony with which the Au!!­
trians regard the tyrants from Berlin are 
the same inextinguishable hate for the 
foreign conqueror and the !lame inflex­
ible will to be free that have driven the 
foreign conqueror out of Austria many 
times before. In the sixteenth century 
the Austrian peasants expelled the 
armies of the German emperor out of 
Austria. In the sixteenth and seven­
teenth centuries the Austrian people 
chased out the Turks. The peasants of 
Upper Austria rose in the seventeenth 
century against the foreign Bavarian 
rulers. The Tyrolese swept the Bava-

rian!! out of the country in the eighteenth 
century and the Bavarians and French 
at the beginning of the nineteenth. The 
Austrian people remember their great 
traditions and are waiting for the day 
of reckoning with their oppressors. 

"Speak German, you Polacks!" they 
shouted to the Austrians in Berlin. But 
the Austrians are learning with their 
whole heart to speak, feel and think 
Austrian. Today the German fascists 
kick Austria like a football. One day 
they will stumble over it and fall-and 
the Austrian "Polacks" will again be 
free, contented foreigners. 



Hungary's Independence Endangered! 

THE delirium of victory of the No­
vember days in Hungary was rapid­

ly succeeded by disenchantment. After 
the "victory celebrations" in Komarom 
and Kaschau, after the seizing of the 
booty which German fascism had flung 
to the Hungarian revisionists at the ex­
pense of the Czechoslovakian republic, 
large sections began to realize that their 
country had been pitiably cheated by its 
predatory ally. 

The Nemzeti Ujsag, a Catholic daily 
paper, wrote as follows on New Year's 
Day: 

"We were supposed to exult and re­
joice because there were many signs that 
the star of the 11ation's destiny was ris­
ing .... But instead of that we are com­
pelled to recogni-ze that our souls are 
oppressed as though by coldness and 
anxiety, that Hungarian society, which 
so easily becomes inflamed and enthusi­
astic, appears now to dread something, 
that we cannot rejoice, that now, on New 
Year's Day, hearts are heavy, eyes dim, 
and the horizon dark." 

In a speech delivered on New Year's 
Day Tibor Eckhardt, leader of the Small 
Farmers Party, stated: 

"We are compelled to note with re­
gret that a certain uncertainty reigns 
throughout the whole country. The 
whole of Hungarian life-and I have in 
mind not only the Jews but also the 
Christians-is filled with fear, anxiety 
and fear for the future." 

Count Stephen Bethlen, Hungarian 
statesman, in a spt>ech delivered on 
January 10, said: 

"During recent weeks a mood of sor­
row, a despondency of soul with regard 
to the future, has taken possession of the 
public. Every thoughtful and sensitive 

117 

Hungarian had the feeling that the 
future of this country had become 
doubtful. ... " 

Conservative politicians in opposition 
of the type of Bethlen and Eckhardt, 
who supported with every energy the 
campaign agabgt Czechoslovakia, are 
condemning Hitler because he has pre­
vented the fulfilment of their revisionist 
ambitions. They note with anxiety that 
Hitler has not permitted Hungary to oc­
cupy the strategic frontier of the Car­
pathians, but that, on the other hand, he 
appears mther to be establishing in 
Slovakia and Carpathian Ukraine bases 
for the destruction of Hungary. 

Large sections of the working popula­
tion of Hungary already realize how 
false was the assurance of the govern­
ment that the extension of territory had 
opened the way for the peaceful develop­
ment of the country. Since the occupa­
tion of the areas allocated to Hungary, 
thert! has been not a moment's quiet on 
the new frontiers. In order to consolidate 
and extend his military base of opera­
tions against southeastern Europe, Hitler 
is instigating the Slovakian and Ukrain­
ian fascists to m~ke an armed attack 
upon those areas the occupation of which 
Messrs. Tiso and Woloschin facilitated 
by their treachery to the Czechoslovakian 
Republic. 

No end can as yet be expected to the 
serious frontier clashes which have 
claimed so many victims in dead and 
wounded. The Hungarian people must 
realize that the intrigues of German 
fascism-which rlays the smaller nations 
one against the other like puppets-are 
evoking the immediate danger of war 
and of foreign domination. 

Bitterness against Hitler Germany 
will be enhanced by the increasing 
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pressure of German fascism upon Hun­
gary. The Imre.ly government has ac­
ceded to Hitler's demands and has rec­
ognized the German minority in Hungary 
as a separate ''national group" with the 
right to fo1·m its own organizations. The 
"League of German People in Hungary" 
is rapidly becoming an organization 
directed against the Hungarian state. 
An active struggle is being waged 
against the "as~imilationists"; Hungar­
ian citizens of German origin are being 
compelled by the terrorism of the League 
to withdraw from Hungarian public life, 
t.J resign their positions, and to devote 
themselves solely to "tasks of German 
political :;nd cultural activity." 

The Hitler fascir.ts are already assert­
ing their claim to Hungarian arable land. 
They maintain iL~t the Hungarian soil 
was rendered capable of cultivation by 
German coloniscs; they regard the Hun­
garian peasants in Trans-Danubia as 
"intruders" anrl protest against the 
settlement of Hungarian peasant families 
in the frontier Y<'gions. 

The con·~inuous ir.terference in the in­
ternal affairs of Hllngary, and the pro­
gressive yielding of the Imredy govern­
ment reveal the real nature of Hitler's 
plans and the true. physiognomy of Im­
redy. Imredy has stated his readiness 
to inaugurate fascist "reform laws." He 
is proceeding toward the "militarization 
of the nation," which measure places the 
whole population, from the age of 12 to 
the age of 70, under military control and 
liable to obligatory service in some form. 
It is by means of this "defense law" that 
Hungary i:> to be made definitely a part 
of Hitler's war m2chine. 

Imredy has opened his campaign 
against the organized working class by 
prohibiting for :JO d:o>.ys the publication 
of the Nepsza!'a, the chief press organ 
of the Social-Democratic Party, while 
holding out the pro~pect of the dissolu­
tion of the trade unions and of the 
Social-Democratic Party. 

Imredy has introduced the "coordina­
tion" of the press by the prohibition of 
several hundred newspapers or periodic­
als. In its "Jewish Law" the government 
accepts the position of the fascist 

"racial theory" which opens the way to 
the eventual introduction of all the 
Nuremberg laws. 

Hungary's adherence to the "Anti­
Comintern Pact" e.nd her forthcoming 
retirement from the League of Nations 
are looked upon irt Hungary as constitut­
ing a definite renunciation of all in­
dependence in foreign policy and as the 
conclusive surrender of the country to 
the Rome-Berlin wa1 axi.s. 

The Imredy government's policy, the 
fulfilment of Hitle!''s wishes, the sacrifice 
of the most impo1tant interests of the 
country-all this is evoking the opposi­
tion of the Hungarian people, which is 
justifiably concerned with the future of 
the country. This opposition even finds 
expression in statnnents made by some 
leaders of the ruling class who are pre­
pared to adopt fascist methods in order 
to prevent the tr:mdormation of Hun­
gal'Y into a fully cien10eratic country, but 
are not indined to hand over the protec­
tion of their own inter<!sts to Hitler. 

Influential circles of large-scale land­
owners, capitalists P.nd wealthy peasants 
-who are not prE'pared to proceed to­
gether with Hitler against the interests 
of their own people, against the peoples 
of the Danube Basin, and against the 
Soviet Union-are bking up a position 
of hostility to the government, inspired 
by their fear of the country losing its 
own strength and falling into Hitler's 
hands. Over one-~hird of the government 
party have turned against Imredy in 
their effort to stem Hitler's power in 
Hungary. 

This resistance from within the ruling 
class of Hungary ha[; roused the anger 
of the masters of Germany. They are 
counseling Imredy to base his actions 
upon the Hungarian agents of Hitler, 
upon the followers of" the "arrow cross," 
and thus to accelerate the fascization of 
the country. Goering's paper, the Nation­
alzeitung of Essen, on January 5 wrote 
as follows: 

"If Premier Imredy really has reform­
ist intentions, as he emphasized in his 
inaugural speech in parliament, he must 
realize that those circles and forc.es 
which have already frustrated Daranyi's 
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efforts at reform will also frustrate his 
own more far-reaching reformist plans. 
The realization ~f this, logically, should 
have led the Imredy government not to 
have made the attempt to rely upon those 
reactionary and liberal circles which 
naturally oppose every attempt at re­
form, but to have nwde an effort to draw 
in as supports :or the government those 
forces which, owing to their fundamental 
outlook, would supp0rt this reform policy 
joyfully and actively .... 

"The radical Right groups . . . were 
already prepared genuinely to support 
and execute any sincerely intended and 
really far-reaching reform policy. But 
hitherto it was cor.sidercd possible to 
dispense with these forces .... But what 
could be more natural and more obvious 
than to draw the logical conclusions from 
this realization and to attempt to execute 
the reforms with ihe help of those forces 
who with sincere he~rts desire and will 
such reforms?" 

Among the Hungarian people the 
realization is growing that the "coordina­
tion" of the country would mean nothing 
less than its aba:1donment to German 
fascism, and that it would mean the end 
of Hungarian independence. In the form 
of a struggle ag·ainst German fascism, a 
movement for inJei:endcnce is now devel­
oping in Hungary whose ta~k will be to 
mobilize all Hungarians who really love 
their homeland in the struggle against 
the menace of th( oppression of the 
Hungarian people by Hitler. Such 
phrases as "struggle for freedom" or 
"struggle for independence" have become 
the most popular terms in Hungary. 

Until quite recently, the government 
press still sneered at the Communists 
and Socialists becatosc they saw in the 
policy of friendship with Hitler a danger 
to Hungarian independence. But now 
even Hitler's friends in Hungary must 
seek to appear ns defenders of Hungar­
ian independence in their efforts to mis­
lead the masses. 

Although important sections of the 
people realize the nEcessity of a struggle 
for independence, there is still a lack of 
a leading and consolidating power, of a 
clear and consist.ent line of opposition to 
the threat of emlavement. 

The working class has not yet taken 
its pla.:e at the head of the movement 
for Hungarian independence. The sole 
legal working-cla:;s party in the country, 
the Social-Democratic Party, refused, 
on the most trifling pretext, the leader­
ship of the struggle against fascism. The 
reactionary leade:-s of Hungarian Social­
Democracy have supported the policy of 
revisionism, of an alliance with Hitler 
and Mussolini; they unreservedly sup­
port the chauvini~t campaign against 
Czechoslovakia. Because of this policy, 
the leaders of Hungarian Social-Democ­
racy have betrayed, not only the most 
vital interests of the Hungarian people, 
but also the anti-hscist struggle and the 
most fundamental interests of the work­
ing class. 

Conservative politicians like Count 
Stephen Bethlen, Count Pallavicini, 
Tibor Eckhardt, Geza Bornemisza, and 
leaders of the C<. tho lie Church, have 
taken upon themselves the leadership of 
the movement of resistance to the Ger­
man aggressors. The attitude assumed 
by these elements against the Hitler 
menace is well designed to increase pop­
ular support among the middle class, the 
civil servants "lnd military circles, for 
the struggle against the fascist aggress­
ors. But the anti-democratic, imperialist 
character of these elements, their vacil­
lating attitude toward fascism and 
toward Hitler, represent a continual 
danger for the struggle against the 
fascist aggressors. 

There are leading persom,lities of the 
Hungarian ruling class who realize the 
peril of German conquest, who are in­
clined to come to terms with Hitler. In­
stead of ·~ompleting alliances with the 
smaller peoples of the Danube Basin, in­
stead of implem2nting a defensive front 
of all the peoples of southeastern Europe, 
they announce th('ir readiness to con­
clude an alliance with German fascism 
in order to proceed to the exploitation 
of Rumania and Yugoslavia. And they 
are upon Hitler"G side in any eventual 
action directed against the Soviet Union. 

Their attitude toward home policy also 
constitutes a substantial obstacle in the 
way of uniting all forces for a struggle 
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for independence. In order to suppress 
the democratic movement of the working 
people, and to prevent the inauguration 
of a thoroughgoing land reform and of 
democratic rights for the people, they 
support the fascist-reactionary measures 
of the Imredy government which are 
aimed at the co::nplete shackling of the 
Hungarian people. This reactionary, 
hesitant and contradictory attitude of 
the present leaders of the independence 
movement is likely to discredit the move­
ment in the eyes of the workers. 

Under pressur<! from German fascism, 
Hungary has joined the "Anti-Comintern 
Pact," and thus has virtually sacrificed 
its political independence. The Soviet 
Union has taken note of the fact that 
now the foreign pclicy of Hungary is no 
longer laid down in Budapest, but in 
Berlin, and has consequently closed down 
its embassy in Budapest and has ex­
pressed the desire that the Hungarian 
government will close its embassy in 
Moscow. It is thanks to the ruling circles 
in Hungary that matters have reached 
this pitch. The que;;tion at present con­
fronting the Hungarian people is: What 
must be done in erder to protect Hun­
gary from the complete loss of her in­
dependence? 

In order that Hungary may be saved, 
the working class must take courage and 
resolve to place Itself at the head of the 
struggle for ind2pendence, also to give 
to this struggle the character of a strug­
gle for democratic liberties. In the strug­
gle against German fascism for Hun­
gary's independence, the working class 
will be defending its elementary vital 
interests. The inclusion of Hungary in 

the "Anti-Comintern Pact" direetly fm· 
perils those righls which the Hungarian 
workera are endeavoring still to retain. 

In Hitler's Germany there are no 
parties, no trade 1.:nions, not even prole· 
tarian cultural org-anizations. Owing to 
the penetration of German fascism into 
Hungary, the existence of the Hungarian 
trade unions is also in immediate danger. 
Thus, the defen~e of the independence 
of Hungary also signifies for the work­
ing class the defense of all that they 
still possess in the way of organization 
and the right to participate in political 
and economic affairs. 

It is the histortcal task of the Commu­
nist Party and of all sincere Social-Demo­
crats to unite the forces of the working 
class and to win ever, by means of a 
courageous democratic and national 
policy, the support of the masses of the 
peasants, the urban middle class, the 
intellectuals, and the Catholics, and thus 
to realize a broad front of resistance to 
German fascism f'.nd its agents in Hun­
gary. It is their task to support all op­
position to German fascism, including 
that of the circles around Dethlen, Eck­
hardt and their like, but at the same time 
to develop their own line of struggle for 
national independence and for democratic 
people's rights. 

The struggle for the independence of 
Hungary can become successful only if 
the working cla<Js becomes a decisive 
factor in that struggle. It is now not 
only the proleta<·ian task, but also the 
national task, of the Communists and of 
all sincere Social-Democrats to see that 
it does become such a factor. 



China Does Not Fall Into Their Trap 

JUST before he resigned, the former 
Japanese Premier, Konoye, with a 

sidelong glance at Japan's daily increas­
ing economic difficulties, offered the 
Chinese people "peace." Chiang Kai-shek, 
in a great speech in memory of Sun 
Yat-sen, described this naive attempt at 
bird-catching trickery as quite ineffect­
ual, and expressed the unconditional will 
of the Chinese people to conquer. 

In the meantime, Konoye's place was 
taken by Baron Hiranuma, one of the 
exponents of a complete fascist policy 
for Japan. That does not exclude the 
fact that, in the future, the Japanese 
ruling circles will continue, as before, 
to drivel in a sanctimonious fashion 
about their so-called "Mission in East­
ern Asia" and the "salvation of China 
from Communism and Western Capital­
ism." Until now their actions have given 
them the lie and they will continue to 
do so in the future. 

Behind their protestations that they 
wish to build up a new China grins the 
ugly grimace of Japanese imperialism, 
intending to make a colony of China. 
The hypocritical declaration that Japan 
will respect Chinese sovereignty is con­
tradicted in the same breath by the fact 
that Japan is bound to maintain its 
armies in China permanently. Under the 
term "economic cooperation" of Japan, 
China and Manchukuo, the Japanese 
trust magnates see a kind of colonial 
exploitation almost without historical 
parallel. 

Bloody terror, the murder of defense­
less people, outraging of women, burn­
ing of towns and villages, ruined dikes 
and the flooding of enormous areas mark 
the path of the Japanese armies. Di­
rectly behind them come the capitalist 
vulture. and axploitera who aettle in the 
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conquered towns, seize the Chinese con­
cerns and business by force and treach­
ery and force the Chinese out of trade 
a~d production. In Tientsin and in 
Shanghai and other Chinese ports, Jap­
anese steamers unload increasing num­
bers of plunder-greedy "merchants," 
the blowflies of modern war. 

Where bloody force is not sufficient, 
other means are employed in order lit­
erally to steal the last bowl of rice from 
the starving Chinese peasant and dra~ 
the last shirt from his back. Every J ap­
anese army corps takes with it a print­
ing press which prints countless army 
"bank notes," so-called, which are then 
forced into circulation. At the same time, 
the Japanese government pumps in­
creasing quantities of uncovered yen 
notes into Chinese industry, already bled 
white, which are then forced on the 
Chinese masses as tokens for their labor, 
while, at the same time, strong control 
measures prevent this paper money from 
finding its way to Japan through the 
purchase of Japanese goods. This 
paper-money industry of the Japanese 
militarists in the occupied regions of 
China is, none the less, only one of the 
"peaceful" methods of the Japanese 
brigands. 

A worthy companion to this is the en­
couragement by the Japanese officials of 
the opium trade and the use of opium. 
Before the Japanese invasion the 
Chinese officials had made a successful 
start at combating the opium evil. But 
the Japanese militarists have restored it 
to full bloom to encompass the ruin of 
China. The former restrictions were sus­
pended. In all the towns and villages of 
the occupied region opium and heroin 
are openly exposed for sale. The J apa­
neae military and "merchant•" or~aniu 
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the traffic in narcotics on the grand 
scale and the war chests of the J apa­
nese armies are filled with the takings. 
Admittedly we are here concerned with 
more than an attempt to finance their 
robber raids by means of the systematic 
poisoning of a nation-the intention is 
at the same time that the deadening 
effect of opium should rob the masses of 
the Chinese people in the occupied areas 
of the inward strength to turn and rise 
up against the foreign aggressor. 

The ruin of the physical strength of 
the Chinese people is supplemented by 
cutting off its mental development. This 
end is served by the systematic destruc­
tion of nearly all universities and col­
leges in the occupied area of China .. Of 
the eighty-two universities and colleges 
in the occupied area, fifty-four have 
been completely destroyed or very badly 
damaged by Japanese militarism. Only 
six Chinese universities are still opera­
ting in the occupied territory. 

Where systematic bombing has not 
completed the work of destruction, the 
barbaric military set fire to the buildings 
with gasoline. Such was the end of the 
Nankai University near Tientsin and 
numerous other universities and col­
leges. Rich libraries with their precious 
content of books, the documents of the 
history, covering many thousands of 
years, of an ancient civilization, have 
been reduced to ashes. The bestial, de­
praved hate of the Japanese military 
rages against all cultural institutions 
of the Chinese people. In order to en­
slave a nation, runs the slogan of the 
Japanese militarists, one must not only 
poison it with opium but also rob it 
of every memory of earlier cultural and 
spiritual development. 

The Japanese militarists have arro­
gantly announced the carrying out of 
fantastic plans for the exploitation of 
China's stores of raw material. These 
plans are concerned with nothing other 
than the colonization of China with the 
object of turning Chinese industry into 
a raw-material appendage of Japanese 
industry without any consideration for 

the living conditions of the Chinese 
peasants. 

The Chinese peasant can no longer get 
his living from the soil, according to 
these plans, but will be forced to plant 
cotton, which he must then sell to the 
monopolist collecting agencies of the 
Japanese textile firms at conditions 
which they dictate. The Mongolian shep­
herd, whose flocks supply him with milk, 
meat and clothing, must be forced to 
rear a type of sheep which in no way 
satisfies his needs but which supplies 
cheap wool for the Japanese textile in­
dustries. These few examples show al­
ready that the plans of Japanese in­
dustry for exploitation mean nothing 
other than changing the Chinese peas­
ant, until now already oppressed by the 
burden of rents, into slaves of the 
Japanese textile monopoly. 

The plans for exploiting China's min­
eral wealth are similar. After the oc­
cupation of North China there was a 
stock-jobbing swindle of unheard-of 
dimensions. In Tientsin and Peiping, 
dozens of new Japanese industrial and 
trading firms were set up purporting to 
control millions of capital but which so 
far have nothing to show but offic~s 

with large staffs. 
Constructional works already begun 

have come to a standstill. Newly erected 
factory buildings have not been put in 
commission because of the lack of ma­
chinery. Japanese finacial circles have 
declared repeatedly that Japan is not 
in a position to send large amounts of 
capital to China. They try to supply the 
capital that is lacking by a kind of 
primitive accumulation, by the plunder­
ing of the Chinese masses, organized on 
grandiose lines and prosecuted with 
every device of force and treachery. At 
the same time, Japanese agents attempt 
to interest reactionary finance circles in 
England and America in the business 
of exploitation. 

In the face of the brigand industry 
of the Japanese militarists in the oc­
cupied territory of China, it is not to 
be wondered at that they have had no 
success in their attempt to give a veneer 
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of respectability to the puppet govern­
ments in Peiping and Nanking by in­
cluding Chinese notables. Revelations 
concerning the mysterious figures who 
sit in the puppet governments in Peiping 
and Nanking expose these as former 
bandits, opium smugglers, chieftains of 
the Chinese underworld and so-called 
Compradores who always have led a 
parasitical existence as go-betweens for 
foreign capital. These mercenary fellows 
have won for themselves the mo'st fiery 
hatred and deepest contempt of the 
Chinese masses. It is noteworthy that 
such a hard-boiled reactionary as Wu 
Pei-fu, selected by the Japanese mili­
tarists to be the head of this band of 
traitors to their people, declined with 
thanks and declared that he would 
sooner crawl into his coffin. 

The Japanese occupation authorities 
strive convulsively to organize demon­
strations of loyalty by the Chinese 
masses. These are usually such that the 
school-children are summarily com­
mandeered for such demonstrations and 
paid claqueurs represent the people. The 
propaganda methods of the Japanese oc­
cupation authorities pursue ends too ob­
vious for them to have any success. At 
the same time their real feelings for 
the Chinese people are always breaking 
out, as for example, recently, in a prop­
aganda sheet designed for Shanghai, 
in which the Chinese were described as 
"Chinese-speaking swine." 

In the meantime the Chinese people 
gathers new strength so that the rejec­
tion of the Japanese peace proposals 
may be followed by the final expulsion 
of the invaders. In the interior of China, 
the Chinese people are building up a new 
industrial basis for continuing the war, 
constructing new railways and motor 
roads, organizing new arms factories 
and mobilizing their millions for the 
achievement of the final victory. Re­
ports from the interior of China show 
that the various provincial governments, 
which formerly waged endless war 
against each other, are run by new men 
and inspired by a new spirit. Credits 
and other measures of support for the 

peasants, improvement of the situation 
of town-workers, suppression of ban­
ditry and the opium traffic are a few of 
the steps by which the Chinese National 
Government and the provincial govern­
ments strengthen the masses for the 
struggle against the Japanese invaders. 

Concerning the internal strength of 
national China there is unquestionable 
testimony available. The Frankfurter 
Zeitung, in a report from Chungking, the 
capital of national China, was forced 
against its will to state that: 

"A year ago, even a few months ago, 
there was a good deal of speculation as 
to whether the important provinces of 
Szechwan and Yunnan would be able to 
hold out, whether war-weary groups 
would not free themselves from Chiang 
Kai-shek, whether the former Com­
munists would not exploit the military 
defeats for their own ends by creating 
disturbances, in short, whether China 
would not disintegrate under Japanese 
pressure. Now that is all past. There is 
no further doubt of the national dis­
cipline in all situations and in all classes 
of the population. Thus far the new, na­
tional China has won a success. Thus 
we have before us an outwardly weak­
ened but inwardly strengthened China. 
. . . There are today two things upon 
which even the illiterate Chinese peasant 
has a fixed opinion-and much must take 
place to turn him from it. He believes 
in Chiang Kai-shek's leadership and is 
convinced of the necessity of the 
struggle against Japan." 

With incomparable 'heroism the 
Chinese nation defends its independence, 
its soil and its freedom against the in­
vasion of Japanese militarism. With con­
tempt it rejects all "peace proposals" 
that contain the slightest limitation of 
its national sovereignty, and hounds 
from its ranks the agents of Japanese 
imperialism, such as Wang Ching-wei. 
The sons of the people fall and bleed in 
the struggle for civilization and for prog­
ress. They will conquer: yet, to shorten 
the sufferings of the Chinese people and 
to hasten their victory, there is need for 
much greater efforts on the part of all 
democratic peoples. 
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The peoples of the Soviet Union show 
the Chinese people practical sympathy 
and help. The United States ~rovernment 
has put credits at the disposal of the 
Chinese national government and inti­
mated that it might, perhaps, put into 
force economic sanctions against Japan. 
England also has granted credits to the 
Chinese national government though 
presumably Chamberlain and Co. were 
led less by sympathy for the Chinese 
nation's fight for freedom than by the 
idea of causing the Japanese militarists 
by this gesture to be more careful in 

their treatment of English trade inter­
ests in China. 

Help for the Chinese people will be 
effective only if the masses of demo­
cratic people make China's struggle 
their own, carry out a hundred per cent 
boycott of Japanese goods, cause gov­
ernments to operate economic sanctions 
against the Japanese militarists, stop 
the export of war material to Japan 
and see to it that the Chinese people, 
in its life and death struggle, is granted 
every possible assistance by the demo­
cratic powers. 



The Popular Front in France Is Not Dead 

BY R. MICHEL 

SINCE the shameful capitulation in 
Munich which lowered France in the 

eyes of the world the working masses 
who were misled for the moment by the 
war scare of the September days have 
begun to realize the full extent of the 
betrayal for which they are made to 
pay the price. The ink of the "settle­
ment" had hardly time to dry when Hit­
ler at Saarbrucken repeated with greater 
insolence than ever his war threats. No 
sooner had Hitler seized the Czechoslo­
vak Maginot Line, including also secrets 
of the defense of French soil, than Mus­
soHni addresses to France .most brazen 
territorial demands. 

On land and on sea, in Europe and in 
its colonies, France is now threatened by 
fascist encirclement. If not for the heroic 
struggle of the Spanish people, who con­
tinue to pay with their blood for the 
cowardice of the so-called democratic 
governments, the fascist ring around 
France would have been fully established 
by today. 

But the working masses of France 
have now to pass through another pain­
ful experience: The Daladier government 
which betrayed the cause of peace is now 
attacking the livelihood and liberties of 
the French people. It directs its attacks 
against the achievements of the Popular 
Front. 

The Popular Front is the mortal enemy 
of fascism and the mortal enemy of the 
financial oligarchy. The world forces of 
reaction under the leadership of fascism 
want to defeat the Popular Front and to 
abolish all the achievements it has se­
cured for the masses. It is world reaction 
which demands the abolition in France 
of the ftvil-day forty-hour week, of the 
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collective agreements and holidays with 
pay, achievements which encouraged the 
workers throughout the world to fight 
for the same demands. It is world reac­
tion headed by fascism which is striving 
to break the alliance between the work­
ing class and peasants and the middle 
classes-an alliance which is the source 
of strength and influence of France and 
carries the promise of victory of the 
progressive forces over the dark forces 
of fascism and world reaction. "The 
victory of the Popular Front in France 
has changed the balance of forces in 
favor of the forces of peace and democ­
racy," declared Maurice Thorez. It is in 
order to upset this balance that all the 
forces of reaction are unleashed today 
against the Popular Front. 

The agent of these forces of reaction 
is Daladier. 

In order to carry out its dirty work 
reaction makes use of turncoats. It fol­
lows the example of the ruling class in 
all times and in all difficult situations. 

Daladier may well change his colors 
but it was not he who made the Popular 
Front, and it is not he who can unmake 
it. The Popular Front has emerged out 
of the French people themselves who, 
aroused to indignation by the horrors of 
fascism, have shown in 1934 to all the 
world that the victory of fascism is not 
inevitable, that a united people can 
triumph over fascism. And if today the 
reactionary gangs demand the suppres­
sM>n of the Communist Party it is be­
cause they cannot forgive its relentless 
struggle to convince the masses of the 
need for the united action of all the 
workers and all the people of France. 
And If today Daladier and hi1 maaterto 
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attack and insult the working class it is 
because they cannot forget that the Peo­
ple's Front has its roots in the struggle 
of the working class against war and 
fascism. It was the example of the strug­
gle of the working class which brought 
into action the peasants and middle 
classes. 

It was significant that the pilgrimage 
to the Place de la Republique made by all 
of Paris in February, 1935, on the oc­
casion of the first anniversary of the 
events of February, 1934, was in re­
sponse to the call of the Communist 
Party alone. All Paris turned out and 
placed wreaths at the foot of the Statue 
of the Republic with which the French 
people honored the proletarian fighters 
of February 9. 

As early as November 11, 1934, a dem­
onstration of the ex-servicemen was 
transformed into a real Popular Front 
demonstration when the victims of the 
imperialist butchery of 1914-18 demon­
strated without differences of parties or 
political opinion in order to express their 
common hatred of warmongering fas­
cism. Another magnificent symbol was 
the demonstration, organized by the Com­
munist Party in May, 1935, which was 
also transformed into a Popular Front 
demonstration in honor of the heroes of 
the Commune slaughtered by Thiers and 
Bismarck in alliance, an alliance of the 
enemies of the French and German peo­
ple which the reactionaries of today 
would like to renew with Hitler. 

In this manner we come to the monster 
rally of the people on July 14, 1935, 
which gave a solemn pledge to fight 
against fascism while the red flag and 
the tricolor were waving together and 
the hymn of 1792, the Marseillaise, rang 
out with new vitality everywhere. 

On this day the mask was torn from 
the face of the financial oligarchy which 
had been posing as the sole defender of 
the traditions of 1789 and the France 
of the Popular Front showed itself full 
of energy and determination as the true 
guardian of the great French revolution­
ary traditions. 

A new France was born, a France 

which opened a new perspective of free­
dom to the toiling masses of Germany 
and Italy groaning under the yoke of 
fascism, a France which inspired the 
unity of the Spanish people and later 
also those of China, a France whose ex­
ample was an incentive to that feeling 
for unity which developed among the 
English people. The .example of France 
evoked new hopes and sympathy in the 
hearts of the oppressed colonial people. 
Does Daladier imagine that the mighty 
demonstrations for France with which 
the colonies answered the wordy threats 
of Mussolini were for himself and the 
French reactionaries? They were for the 
France of the People's Front! 

The Radical and the Radicial Socialist 
Party, which reflect the democratic 
aspirations of the peasants and middle 
classes and which is their traditional 
party, has often proclaimed as its guid­
ing principle "no enemies on the Left." 
This party has played an important part 
in the bringing about of the Popular 
Front. Its Congress in 1935 expressed 
in no uncertain way the growing feeling 
among the middle classes toward joint 
action with the working class. And when 
their speakers exposed in vigorous 
speeches how the interests of the finan­
cial oligarchy were clashing with those 
of France they were only expressing 
what the mass of their rank-and-file 
members expressed before by action joint­
ly with the working class. That is what 
forced Daladier himself to define the 
Popular Front as follows: 

"The Popular Front is the alliance be­
tween the Third Estate and the working 
class; when they are united they can re­
peat what happened in 1789, 1793, 1848 
and September, 1870; when they are dis­
united they can be subject to another 
Thermidor, Brumaire or December 2, 
( 1851). And when a people is reduced 
to slavery then a Waterloo or Sedan 
takes place. When we lose liberty, we 
lose the peace and security of our 
fatherland." 

We should also recall some other as­
pects of the situation as it was then. 
During the electi.ons of 1936 the Radical 
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Party lost its traditional first place in 
the Chamber and it became clear to a 
number of Radical leaders that the 
masses were demanding adherence to the 
Popular Front. That adherence became 
a question of life and death for the Rad­
ical Party. It was Jean Zay, the present 
Minister of E'ducation (one of those min­
isters who are not invited to dine with 
von Ribbentrop for fear of offending that 
gentleman's Aryan feelings) who de­
clared then that if the Radical Party 
does not respond to the people's expecta­
tions, "it will disappear without glory." 

These people seem to have forgotten 
today all they understood at that time, 
although the situation today more than 
ever calls for the same thing. At that 
time they followed the masses, who by 
their action brought the People's Front 
into existence. Today they want to for­
get all that, but the masses do not for­
get. It is that which makes us confident 
that the fate of the Popular Front does 
not depend on the will of this or that 
individual, on his loyalty, or lack of loy­
alty to the People's Front. 

There are leaders of the Radical Party 
who are seeking refuge in the camp of 
the 200 families whom they previously 
exposed. Some of them have been in that 
camp for quite a time. Temporarily they 
succeeded in changing the balance of 
forces in the leadership of the Radical 
Party but everything indicates that this 
balance of forces is not stable and al­
ready a number of Radical leaders show 
that they are not going to allow them­
selves to be driven along the road of 
reaction. In this connection the voting 
on the government's finance bill is very 
significant. The Popular Front put for­
ward the slogan, "Make the Rich Pay." 
The government declares: "Make the 
workers and· the middle classes pay." It 
is against this that the masses are in 
revolt. 

That is why the government could 
scrape through with a majority of only 
seven in the voting on its finances. The 
examination of the purely "Radical" 
votes indicates that alongside the 77 
government supporters were 36 in op-

position or abstaining. And who would 
dare to assume that two-thirds of the 
middle classes in the country-yes, even 
more-two-thirds of the Radical Party, 
were prepared to shoulder the cost of 
the Munich agreement signed by Dala­
dier? 

The eyes of many people have been 
opened during the three months which 
passed since Munich. There is a growing 
discontent among wide sections of the 
population against the emergency de­
crees of the politics of Munich. The basis 
for the further development of the Popu­
lar Front is stronger and broader than 
ever. The peasant masses, on whom 
Daladier exerted the most scandalous 
pressure and whom he led to believe that 
to save peace it was necessary to disrupt 
the Popular Front and to break with the 
working class, are beginning to realize, 
when confronted with the war threats of 
Mussolini, that the People's Front is ac­
tually the best guarantee of security for 
France faced with the unsatiable appetite 
of fascism. 

A powerful movement is growing 
against the emergency decrees. It be­
comes clear to the people of France that 
the Daladier-Reynaud policy is a pol­
icy of defense of the profits of the 200 
families against the interests of the peo­
ple of France and that it was in the 
name of these interests that Daladier let 
loose his police against the workers on 
November 30. Once again the workers 
have shown to the whole country how to 
fight. It is as a result of this fight that 
the amnesty has been granted and that 
there are now better chances for the 
Old Age Pensions Bill. The re-election of 
Jaques Duclos, a secretary of the Com­
munist Party, to the vice-presidency of 
the Chamber is a new indication of the 
change in the balance of progressive 
forces in favor of the Popular Front. 

It is sufficient to compare the Mar­
seilles Congress to the Executive Com­
mittee meeting of the Radical Party 
which took place recently to gauge the 
distance traveled since then: while in 
Marseilles there was a tendency to 
glorify Munich there is now a growing 
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feelin~ in the ranks of the Radical Party 
for a change in the foreign policy. The 
same applies to the attitude toward the 
Spanish Republic-shouts of "open the 
Spanish frontier" were heard at the so­
called "small congress" of the Radicals. 

Daladier himself, who at Marseilles 
had nothing but insults for the working 
class, all of a sudden remembered the 
need for an alliance between the work­
ing class and the Third Estate. At 
Marseilles Daladier succeeded in impos­
ing a reactionary policy on the Radical 
Party. But he cannot cover up the deep 
differentiation which developed during 
recent years between the real Radicals 
who are loyal to the traditional policy 
of alliance of the middle class with the 
working class on the one hand, and on 
the other of the more or less disguised 
allies of reaction who up till now have 
followed the tide for fear of being swept 
away. 

Those Radicals who go along with Da­
ladier bear the heavy responsibility for 
becoming more or less direct tools of 
the 200 families in their attempt to 
prevent the realization of the Popular 
Front. Defeated at the election in 1936, 
the reactionaries have used these ele­
ments in their attempts to deprive the 
people of France of their liberties and 
achievements won in a hard battle as a 
result of unity. Incapable of launching 
a frontal attack on a united people, the 
reactionaries set themselves the task of 
taking these achievements back step by 
step. The more insolent became the re­
actionaries, the greater the pressure 
brought to bear by their allies in the 
Radical Party in order to prevent the 
fulfilment of the People's Front program. 

' The big money inter~sts exercised con­
stant economic pressure: capital was ex­
ported abroad, the exchanges were 
manipulated, measures of economic re­
construction and national defense were 
sabotaged, the social Jaws and agree­
ments concluded with unions system­
atically violated and at the same time 
the arming of the fascist leagues was 
spee<led up. The dark forces of the finan­
eial olia-arehy set themselves aa-am~t the 

legal rights of the French people and 
opposed a government backed by a tre­
mendous majority of the people. 

The government or rather the different 
successive governments had all means at 
their disposal to oppose this blackmail 
but to do so they had to put into action 
the forces and means at their disposal. 
Instead of that they met that blackmail 
and pressure with a policy of com­
promise and concessions; it is just this 
policy which enabled the reactionaries to 
realize their plan and recapture power 
step by step. 

Instead of defending the achievements 
of the Popular Front and extending them 
to new strata of the population a "truce" 
was agreed upon, a truce which proved 
a signal for an attack on the gains of 
the Popular Front. Instead of applying 
the program "make the rich pay," a pro­
gram which would have hit at the money 
interests, the burden was put on the 
small people and the cost of living was 
increased. Instead of the political and 
military organizations of the fascists 
being dealt with ruthlessly, they were 
treated very mildly. The same policy of 
concession applied to foreign affairs: 
Hitler and Mussolini were left free to 
continue their attempts to strangle the 
Spanish republic and in this way France 
was made to share the responsibility for 
the indescribable sufferings of the Span­
ish people, the invasion of Austria and 
the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia. 
All of these crimes endanger the secur­
ity and independence of France itself. 

This policy of concessions has led dur­
ing these two years to the Munich sur­
render and the "misery" decrees of Dala­
dier and Reynaud. The devil was given 
a small finger but he took the whole 
hand. Great strength will be needed to 
shake ourselves free. 

France, however, possesses this power. 
The French people possesses this power. 
This was shown by the mighty protest 
movement throughout the country 
against the misery decrees. Daladier has 
decreed the death of the Popular Front, 
he always regarded it as a mere parlia­
mentary arrangement, but the Popular 
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Front is a living experience of the fight­
ing masses and neither Daladier nor the 
whole might of the 200 families can de­
stroy this experience of tremendous his­
torical importance. 

The mainstay of the Popular Front is 
the united General Confederation of 
Labor (C.G.T.), whose formation was 
one of the essential factors in the cre­
ation of the Popular Front. It is an 
essential factor in the life of the whole 
country which has to be reckoned with. 
The C.G.T. has unanimously risen 
against the decrees. It has awakened the 
consciousness of the toilers, who demand 
a life worthy of human beings. It has 
rallied together all the main forces of 
democracy. It has taken the initiative of 
calling together a joint conference of 
the three powerful trade union organ­
izations, those of France, Great Britain 
and the U.S.A. 

But the strongest pillar of the Popu­
lar Front is the unity of the working 
class. This unity, which was forged in 
the streets in February, 1934, in face of 
the fascist offensive, has increased as a 
result of greater political clarity in the 
ranks of the Socialist Party, the stronger 
and stronger determination of the So­
cialist workers to fight against the 
misery decrees, against the policy of 
capitulation to fascism, against the pol­
icy of Munich. It has increased because 
of the feeling for unity expressed by the 
majority at the Socialist Congress in 
Montrouge. 

A working class enriched by experi­
ences which strengthen unity and capable 
of drawing lessons from the recent 
events will know how to rally the middle 
strata and how to revitalize and broaden 
the Popular Front. 



The Special Congress · of the Socialist Pat·ty 

of France 

BY PIERRE VIDAL 

I MMEDIATELY after Chamberlain's 
and Daladier's conspiracy with Hitler 

and Mussolini, the Socialist Party of 
France declared itself almost unani­
mously in favor of the fatal policy of 
Munich. At the session of the Chamber 
of Deputies, convoked by Daladier upon 
his return,from Munich, only one Social­
ist deputy, Jean Bouley, voted with the 
Communists against the betrayal by the 
French government of Czechoslovakia, of 
the interests of the French people and 
of the struggle of all peoples against the 
fascist aggressors. 

The special congress of the Socialist 
Party of France, however, which met in 
Paris on December 24, 1938, led to a 
substantially different outcome. At this 
congress, the majority of French So­
cialists condemned the Munich policy and 
called for a policy of resolute resistance 
to the fascist aggressors. To be sure, one 
must not ignore the fact that a consider­
able minority still defended the position 
of virtual surrender to the fascist ag­
gressor, and that even the majority did 
,not envisage all the necessary conse­
quences arising from their estimation of 
the political situation. 

The congress was an expression of the 
process of clarification which is taking 
place among the Socialist masses; at the 
same time, however, it was also an ex­
pression of the widespread confusion pre­
vailing in the ranks of the Socialists and 
of the increased activity of the Trotsky­
ist wreckers and provocateurs in the ser­
vice of their fascist taskmasters. Never-
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theless, neither the capitulators nor the 
agents of fascism were successful in mis­
leading the healthy class-consciousness 
and proletarian fighting spirit of the 
great majority of French Socialist work­
ers and in inculcating in them the policy 
of surrender. They were successful, how­
ever, in producing a profound cleavage 
within the Socialist Party and thus less­
ening its capacity for action. 

Our Socialist comrades who stand for 
determined resistance to the fascist ag­
gressors are now confronted with the great 
task of gaining the support of all So­
cialist workers for this policy and real­
izing the unity in struggle of the Social­
ist workers against the fascist aggressors 
and their accomplices. The realization of 
this unity in struggle, of the highest de­
gree of solidarity and certainty as to 
aim of the French workers, is of decisive 
importance, not only for the Socialist 
Party of France, but also for the entire 
working class. It is therefore not only 
our right but our duty to take part in 
these grave discussions of our Socialist 
comrades and not withhold our own 
opinions. Our Socialist comrades' special 
congress dealt with the most important 
present-day questions of the interna­
tional working class movement, of war 
and peace, and of the anti-fascist for­
eign policy of the working class. Those 
questions which were answered in the 
appeal of the Communist International 
on November 7 last were posed also at 
the French Socialist congress. How this 
congress also answered these questions 
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is by no means without importance for 
the entire working class. 

• * • 
The Munich conspirators in the first 

moments were able to take the peoples 
by surprise and mislead them. It would 
be useless to deny that broad masses of 
the workers were also among those de­
ceived, that most of our Socialist com­
l'ades allowed themselves to be convinced 
that peace had been saved. These dan­
gerous illusions, which temporarily para­
lyzed the working class, have rapidly 
been dissipated. The events which fol­
lowed Munich were startling and en­
lightening. Czechoslovakia was dismem­
bered. Hitler made speeches threatening 
the Western powers, proceeded with re­
armament at an even higher speed, 
sought to convert the Carpathian Ukraine 
into a military base for German imperial­
ism, and made categorical demands for 
a German colonial empire. 

Italian fascism, on its side, launched 
a furious agitation for the cession of 
Tunisia, Corsica and Nice. and dis­
patched more troops to Spain. The 
masses in all countries were compelled 
to realize that Munich, instead of safe­
guarding peace, had intensified the dan­
ger of war. 

Simultaneously with these new fascist 
attacks from outside the country, French 
reaction started a vigorous offensive 
against the rights of the workers and the 
people generally. Daladier betrayed the 
People's Front and, amidst the applause 
of the German fascists, took the lead in 
an attack upon the forty-hour week, 
against other social reform legislation, 
and against the democratic rights of the 
French people. Fascist encirclement from 
without, reactionary undermining within 
-such were for France the immediate 
results of the policy established in 
Munich. 

Under the influence of these events op­
position to the policy of capitulation de­
veloped within Ue Socialist Party. The 
division of opinion began: on the one 
side were the Socialists who are not pre­
pared to surrender to fascism, who, in 

the presence of facts, have the courage 
to correct previous errors; and on the 
other side were the capitulators who 
in part are. playing the game of fascism 
and in part consider that the chief enemy 
is not fascism but the revolutionary 
forces within the working class. Between 
these two camps, which were formed 
fairly rapidly, was a large section com­
posed of those who were hesitant and un­
decided, of those "practical" members 
who underestimated the decisive impor­
tance of a clear political line, of honest 
party members whose political knowledge 
was inadequate, and who looked upon 
the discussion as a matter of personal 
differences rather than as an essential 
conflict of opinion. 

The acuteness of this difference of 
opinion had already become manifest in 
the discussion which was started in the 
Socialist Party organ, the Populaire, to­
wards the end of October, 1938. On the 
one hand, Zyromski, Lebas and others 
advocated a policy of resistance to the 
fascist aggressor, while on the other 
stood Severac, l'Heveder, Lazurick and 
others who were for passivism at any 
price and considered that any settlement, 
even the most humiliating, was better 
than an anti-fascist foreign policy in 
which might be latent "the risk of a war 
for freedom." Leon Blum, originally one 
of the stoutest advocates of the Munich 
policy, at that time assumed the position 
of mediator but then permitted a grad­
ual alteration in his viewpoint to become 
apparent. 

In order to discuss this urgent ques­
tion of Socialist foreign policy, an ex­
traordinary congress of the Socialist 
Party was called for December 24. There 
appeared, in the party discussion prelim­
inary to the congress, a clearer develop­
ment of the contradictions in the chief 
questions at issue and a progressive shift 
in the relation of forces to the advantage 
of the supporters of resolute resistance 
to the fascist aggressor. The revulsion 
in the mood of the masses became more 
and more apparent, not only among the 
Socialist workers but also among the 
broad masses of the people, who, with 
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increasing anxiety, were realizing that 
the policy of concessions and surrender 
was a direct menace to the security of. 
France. Clear-sighted politicians and 
a considera,ble number in widely varied 
parties began to look upon the overthrow 
of the Daladier government as a national 
necessity. In order to deal with this 
problem, however, it was necessary to de­
cide what forces should constitute a new 
government and what policy this new 
government should follow. For the So­
cialist Party, which possesses the largest 
parliamentary representation, this ques­
tion was an imperative one. So long as 
the Socialist Party is not in a position 
to oppose a clear, fundamentally differ­
ent policy to the capitulation policy of 
Daladier, so long as it is not capable of 
rallying the broad masses around such 
a home and foreign policy, the Daladier 
government, in spite of its poor and pre­
carious majority, can maintain itself in 
power. But the workers are demanding 
the overthrow of this government which 
is inimical to the interests of the work­
ers and the people in general and whose 
reactionary measures are affecting them 
ever more painfully. 

In view of this situation, Leon Blum 
moved a resolution in the congress which 
in substance reflected the change in the 
spirit of the masses and expressed the 
policy of resistance to the fascist ag­
gressor. 

Paul Faure and Severac proposed an 
alternative resolution which substantially 
expressed the policy of capitulation to 
the fascist aggressor. 

Hitherto Leon Blum and Paul Faure 
had always proceeded side by side. But 
the difference of opinion within the So­
cialist Party had in the meantime be­
come so great and so manifest, and the 
discussion on this question, affecting the 
whole destiny of the working class move­
ment, had so engrossed the membership 
of the Socialist Party, that it was no 
longer possible to gloss over these con­
tradictions. Zyromski's and Lebas' reso­
lution, on the one hand, and those of 
Paul Faure and Deixonne, on the other 
were so harshly contradictory that any 

attempt at reconciliation was patently 
hopeless. Besides, Leon Blum was no 
longer in a position to mediate. Thus 
the conflict of opinion had to be decided. 

The resolution which Leon Blum 
drafted was in some points less clear and 
unequivocal than that of Zyromski or 
that of Lebas, but it was nevertheless ap­
propriate to the constitution of a plat­
form upon which the opponents of the 
Munich policy might unite. Even before 
the congress, Zyromski withdrew his 
resolution in favor of Blum's, and Lebas 
supported Blum's resolution during the 
congress after Blum had incorporated 
certain points from Lebas' resolution in 
his own. 

As Blum pointed out at the congress, 
the discussion was the expression of a 
crisis in the Socialist Party. In all the 
preliminary provincial conferences pas­
sionate debates took place which fre­
quently terminated with the resignation 
of the provincial secretaries. At first it 
appeared as if Paul Faure, the general 
secretary of the party and controller of 
its apparatus, would gain the majority. 
The party machine men frequently 
sought to divert the dispute from funda­
mental questions and to engender the 
impression that this was merely a mat­
ter of personal dissension, of a quarrel 
between Blum and Paul Faure. 

The beclouding of the fundamental 
basis of the conflict by means of such 
rumors and the creation of a particular 
atmosphere was developed to such an 
extent that, for instance, one of Blum's 
friends stated, at a provincial confer­
ence, that Blum, if he were left in the 
minority, would resign all his positions 
in the party and retire into private life. 
Whereupon Paul Faure and Severac 
were compelled to state that they could 
not accept the responsibility for Blum's 
eventual" resignation and therefore were 
not in a position to uphold their resolution. 
Upon which Blum replied that, even 
if the decision of the party congress 
were to go against him, he would not 
resign. 

Besides these tricksters who sought to 
play up personalities, in order to prevent 
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a fundamental solution and to engender 
confusion in the ranks of the Socialists, 
were honest members of the varty who 
allowed themselves to be deceived, who 
feared the disintegration of the party 
and therefore supported the passing of a 
combined resolution at the expense of 
political clarity. In spite of this unwhole­
some atmosphere, however, the healthy 
spirit of the workers who were pressing 
forward towards clarity triumphed, and 
the fundamental character of the discus­
sion became manifest above all intrigue 
and trickery. And the clearer the basic 
political problems appeared, in spite of 
all diversionist attempts, the greater be­
came the majority against the policy of 
capitulation. At the congress, the Blum 
resolution secured 4,322 votes, as against 
2,937 for Paul Faure's resolution, and 
60 for the purely Trotskyite resolution 
of Deixonne and Gukowski; 1,014 ab­
stained and there were 71 absentees. 

* * * 
The resolution adopted by the majority 

states that the question at issue is not 
that of a choice between war and peace 
but of the establishment of a peace pol­
icy which promises success. The imme­
diate danger of war has its origin in the 
policy of the fascist dictator states. The 
party declares "that it will cooperate to 
the fullest extent and without reserve in 
the defense of the country against 
all attacks or initiatives which threat­
en the inviolability of its territory, 
the full measure of its sovereignty and 
its political independence." Under this 
head, every negotiation or concession 
undertaken under the threat of war is 
inacceptable. In order to ensure the se­
curity of France, the party is in favor of 
raising the technical productivity of arma­
ment manufacture to the highest degree. 
Furthermore, the security of France de­
mands pacts of mutual assistance which, 
once concluded, are obligatory upon each 
government. Treaties-"among which the 
party places in the forefront the Anglo­
Prench alliance and the Franco-Soviet 
Pact" -must be observed honestly and 
courageously. The party deems it neces-

sary to assist in a close rapprochement 
of Great Britain and the United States 
to the Soviet Union. The occupation of 
Spain, the Balearic Islands or the 
Canary Islands by possible enemies is in­
compatible with the security of France. 
The Socialist Party will not hesitate "to 
kindle again in the masses of the people 
that spirit of resistance to injustice and 
oppression which is one of the primary 
elements of Socialism." 

The resolution goes on to state that 
were the people compelled to choose be­
tween bondage and war, the party would 
not advise bondage; it is, however, the 
firm intention of the party to spare the 
people this alternative. The party is in 
favor of an international conference of 
all states; no country should be excluded 
from such a conference. Furthermore, 
such a conference "would embark upon 
its labors under the most favorable con­
ditions if it could obtain from the Ger­
man and Italian governments the with­
drawal of their troops which are now 
fighting on Spanish territory against the 
republic, a withdrawal which embodies 
the desires of the Spanish people." If 
such preliminary conditions were ful­
filled, the conference could "deal with all 
political, economic, financial and colonial 
questions" as well as armaments limita­
tion. 

To the call for the organization of 
peace must be linked "a revivification in 
the attitude of the people, the rallying 
and harnessing of all forces of the 
masses of the people, whose confidence 
and energy constitute the most valuable 
force in the country." 

Such are the essential points of the 
resolution adopted by the majority of 
the Socialist Party of France. Undoubt­
edly this resolution is a weapon against 
the policy of surrender to the fascist 
aggressor. It is true, we cannot deny 
that in some aspects we believe it to be 
inadequate. In our opinion the attitude 
taken by a great Socialist Party cannot 
be restricted to the noncommittal decla­
ration that the occupation of Spain and 
of the Balearic or Canary Islands by 
possible enemies is incompatible with the 
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security of France. The "non-interven­
tion" policy forms part of those disas­
trous concessions to fascism which con­
tribute substantially to the danger of 
war; there were delegates at the con­
gress who did not fail to remind Leon 
Blum of the fact that a contradiction 
existed between the resolution he pro­
posed and the policy of "non-interven­
tion" which he had initiated. 

We are also of the opinion that it is 
necessary to have denounced more clearly 
and unequivocally each and every con­
cession to fascism because every conces­
sion stimulates its greed and presump­
tion and thus increases the risk of war. 
And, finally, we are also of the opinion 
that the preliminary conditions for the 
holding of an international peace con­
ference in which all states participate 
are not clearly enough set forth and that, 
as regards this particular question, the 
resolution may evoke serious illusions. 
For our Socialist friends must sure1y 
also have realized that the fascist states 
are by no means prepared to make any 
peaceable concessions and that they can­
not be bound by negotiations but only by 
the assumption of a strong and resolute 
attitude. An international peace confer­
ence, such as that imagined by our So­
cialist friends, can only come into exis­
tence and lead to definite results if 
France, Great Britain, the United States 
and the Soviet Union act unitedly and 
if the fascist aggressor states realize 
that they are faced by a determined front 
of the peace powers. There is but one 
argument that fascism understands: the 
argument of superior force. 

A number of delegates at the congress 
-such as Zyromski, Lebas, Grumbach, 
Lagrange and others-developed the con­
ception, much more forcefully than did 
the resolution, that, above all other con­
siderations, it is imperative that fascism 
be confronted with the political and mili­
tary predominance of the peace powers 
and that no concessions whatever be 
made to the fascist aggressors. Zyromski 
emphasized the fact that it is not only 
Spain but also France that is directly 
menaced, and that the Socialist Party 

and the working class "even at the cost 
of the greatest exertions and sacrifice" 
must develop a correct and effective po­
litical line, a genuinely anti-fascist for­
eign policy. 

Lebas pointed out that the Socialist 
Party in parliament had so far not been 
in a position to put forward a concrete 
peace policy as an alternative to the 
foreign policy of the Daladier govern­
ment. Grumbach forcefully opposed any 
concession whatever to fascism as well 
as that "reconstruction of Europe" 
which consists really of the surrender of 
Europe to Hitler and Mussolini and the 
stamping-out of socialism. Turning to 
the capitula tors, he said: "After the 
tragedy of Czechoslovakia and after 
Munich, if you want to be logical you 
must go on to the end and tell the Span­
ish republicans, 'Resist no longer!'" 

Lagrange stated that in order to af­
ford any possibilities whatever for an 
international conference, France must 
first raise her material resources to the 
highest degree and unconditionally abide 
by all pacts of mutual assistance. "To 
abandon Spain and desert the Soviet 
Union," he told the congress, "is not the 
kind of 'victory of peace' which I would 
desire to have inscribed upon the banner 
of my party." Extremely impressive also 
was the speech of Comrade Lamine­
Guiye, the Negro delegate from Senegal, 
the French West African colony, who, 
in reply to the supporters of colonial 
concessions to Hitler and Mussolini, de­
clared that the Negroes must also be 
consulted as to whether they desired any 
repartition of Africa. "If fascism were 
to triumph," he stated, "we should be 
the first victims of the downfall of de­
mocracy." And then went on to say, 
"When people talk of a repartition of 
Africa they only too often neglect to 
consult the natives, who have no desire 
whatever to become subjects of Italy 
or Germany." 

• .. • 
The followers of Paul Faure stubborn­

ly fought the crystallization of an anti­
fascist foreign policy. The fascist news-
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papers of Hitler Germany closely fol­
lowed the congress debates and spared 
no praise for Paul Faure and the policy 
he represented. Iri a news story, and later 
in a leading article, the Berliner Boersen­
zeitung stated that Leon Blum stood for 
war and Paul Faure for peace, that the 
congress was the scene of a struggle 
between the "war party" and the "peace 
party." 

The Trotskyite Albertini-who on De­
cember 27 withdrew an openly Trotsky­
ite resolution in favor of the Paul Faure 
resolution-was so brazen as actually 
to adopt this fascist definition in his re­
mark to the congress: "In the internal 
party struggle for peace we shall always 
be on the side of the peace party." A gale 
of anger arose at these words spoken 
by the voice of Berlin, and Marx Dormoy 
replied to this echo of German fascism, 
with justified indignation, as follows: 
"At a Socialist congress there are no 
peace parties and no war parties!" 
Other speakers at the congress were less 
imprudent than Albertini and defended 
with greater adroitness a standpoint 
which was useful only to fascism. 

The Berliner Boersenzeitung and other 
Nazi sheets suddenly revealed their con­
cern for "genuine socialism" and pointed 
to the Paul Faure group as being its 
standard-bearer, while those Socialists 
who were opposed to any concessions 
being made to fascism had rejected this 
"genuine socialism." Hitherto German 
fascism had allocated to the Trotskyites 
the task of comporting themselves as the 
spokesmen of "genuine socialism"; but 
now the Nazis themselves came to the 
fore as the anxious custodians of Marx­
ism. It can hardly be pleasant for a 
Socialist to have Goebbels testify to 
the sterling quality of his socialism, yet 
this did not deter some of the support­
ers of the Paul Faure resolution from 
characterizing, amidst applause from 
Berlin, the policy of surrender to fas­
eism as "genuine socialism." However, 
the conformity of their standpoint with 
the standpoint which was considered cor­
rect by Berlin certainly contributed to a 
further acceleration in the process of 

clarifying the situation of French So­
cialism. 

German fascism is exerting every 
effort to prevent the concentration of 
the forces of peace and the formation 
of an alliance of the democratic powers. 
In the same way, the speakers of the 
minority at the congress also fulminated 
against the constitution of an "ideologi­
cal alliance." To be sure, they were un­
able to deny the fact that an alliance of 
fascist powers already existed; never­
theless, they stubbornly opposed the ad­
vocacy by the Socialist Party of the 
necessary alliance of those countries 
which are menaced by the fascist war­
mongers. 

German fascism persistently maintains 
that its struggle is directed only against 
the Versailles Treaty. Obviously, there­
fore, the German fascists burned down 
the Reichstag, murdered thousands of 
human beings, condemned many other 
thousands to the living death of the con­
centration camps, organized the appall­
ing persecution of the Jews, and an­
nounced their claims to world supremacy, 
only because they were so compelled by 
the existence of the Versailles Treaty! 

Nonsensical and shameless as this 
claim is, yet it found an echo among 
the minority at the Socialist Party con­
gress. Some speakers on behalf of the 
Paul Faure resolution essayed the sorry 
task of shifting the blame for the grow­
ing war danger, as well as for the sec­
ond imperialist war which has already 
had its beginnings in Spain and China, 
from the fascist dictators onto the Ver­
sailles Treaty. They even went further 
and, to the glee of the fascist aggressors, 
stated that, if fascism is not "provoked" 
by opposition, it will proceed by peace­
ful methods. Those poor fascists! First 
they were "provoked" by the Ethiopians, 
then by the Spaniards, then by the 
Chinese, by the Austrians and by the 
Czechoslovakians-and thus were they 
compelled by all these "provocations" to 
plan one war after the other, to under­
take one coup de force after the other! 

But German fascism asserts that it 
is most "provoked" by the mutual assist-
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ance pact existing between France and 
the Soviet Union. So that some of the 
minority speakers at the congress 
promptly adopted this point of view and 
demanded that the Socialist Party advo­
cate the cancellation of this pact. Lazu­
rick, who was most closely identified 
with Trotskyism, stated that the minor­
ity might be able to come to an agree­
ment with Blum on a number of ques­
tions, but that it could not yield on the 
question of the Soviet Union: the 
Franco-Soviet Pact must be cancelled, 
as it constitutes a provocation to Hitler 
Germany. Turning towards Leon Blum, 
he cried: "I fear that, through resolu­
tions in which emphasis is laid on arm­
ing and the concentration of forces, you 
are supplying fascism with the pretext 
which it needs!" German fascism, which 
has always maintained the same thing­
because it desires to weaken and isolate 
France in order then to devour her-will 
point to the words of this "Socialist" 
Lazurick with much satisfaction, for he 
has conveyed the very essence of the 
hopes of the lords of Berlin. 

Ever widening circles in France are 
now beginning to realize that France has 
been frightfully weakened through the 
Munich agr_eement, that she is facing 
complete encirclement, that without the 
Franco-Soviet Pact she will be aban­
doned to the superior force of Germany. 
But people like Lazurick would like to 
l'Ob France of even this safeguard and 
thus compel the French people, the 
French working class, to capitulate be­
fore Hitler. 

German fascism is definitely opposed 
to any European system of security. It 
demands the voluntary self-isolation of 
each state, in order to be in a position 
eventually to devour each of these coun­
tries, one by one. The minority speakers 
adapted themselves to these designs and 
spoke against France considering any 
treaty as binding. Obviously any treaty 
or pact becomes worthless as soon as it 
loses its obligatory character, as soon as 
the contracting parties are not bound to 
fulfil its provisions. This is precisely 
what the fascist aggressors want to bring 

about; and it is precisely what the mi­
nority speakers advocated. 

* • * 
The strongest attack made by the 

minority was upon the demand, in the 
majority resolution, that among the 
masses of the people the spirit be kindled 
of resistance to injustice and oppression 
and that the rallying and harnessing of 
all forces of the masses of the people be 
brought about. The minority speakers 
maintained that on no account should 
an appeal be made to the patriotic senti­
ment of the people, that on no account 
must there be any attempt at a national 
rallying of the people, for Socialism 
must strictly abstain from any appeal to 
national sentiment. The French reac­
tionaries-who fear nothing so much as 
a revival and extension of the People's 
Front on the basis of national resistance 
to the fascist aggressors-hastened to 
aid the minority of the Socialist Party. 

The reactionary press let fall in the 
midst of the debate the report that Blum 
had been negotiating with Tardieu re­
garding the formation of a national gov­
ernment. In this manner they hoped to 
compromise Blum and also to transform 
in the eyes of the delegates the concep­
tion of a national concentration of all 
forces of the people into that of a shady 
parliamentary deal. Blum at once 
branded the report as a lie, but some­
thing of its effects was retained. The 
majority beat a retreat, and the result 
was a compromise which to some extent 
weakened the resolution on foreign 
policy. 

It should be obvious that it is not 
enough merely to advocate the idea of a 
correct foreign policy, but that the for­
mulation of such a policy by the party 
which possesses the strongest representa­
tion in parliament must necessarily also 
bring up for consideration the question 
of a new government. It is not just a 
question of formally advocating a change 
in foreign policy, but in the course of the 
struggle for such a policy, of bringing 
into power a government which is pre­
pared to operate it and capable of do-
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ing so. It is a question of rallying all 
those forces of the people who are de­
sirous of saving France and who believe 
that she can be saved only by a policy 
of determined resistance to the fascist 
aggressor. It is a question of forming a 
government of national resistance on the 
broadest and soundest conceivable basis. 

The manifesto of the Communist In­
ternational on November 7, 1938, clearly 
stated this task: 

"The condition for a successful strug­
gle to strengthen the cause of peace is 
to replace the governments of national 
treachery and shame in the countries 
menaced by fascist blows from without, 
by governments that are ready to repulse 
the fascist aggressors. A government of 
real national salvation cannot pursue the 
ruinous path of capitulation. It will 
conduct a ruthless struggle against capit­
ulators and agents of foreign fascism. 
It will ruthlessly crush the fascist mach­
inations of reaction at home. It will 
purge the army of the fascist enemies 
of its own people. It will establish real 
control by the working class over the 
defense of the country. It will disarm 
the fascist leagues and make the working 
class organizations the mainstay of the 
country's defense. It will conduct a con­
sistent policy of collective security and 
will not shrink from employing sanc­
tions against the aggressor. With the 
aid of such governments that are ready 
to use armed force in defense of the lib­
erty and the independence of their peo­
ples, it will be possible for a firm front 
of the peoples to arise which will compel 
the fascist aggressors to respect fron­
tiers and keep the peace." * 

Many of the delegates attending the 
Socialist congress laid emphasis upon the 
necessity of rallying all forces of the 
people in order to constitute such a gov­
ernment of national salvation and carry 
out a resolute policy of resistance to the 
fasci:;;t aggressors. The delegate Jean 
Bouley told the congress: "If French 
unity does not arise through us it will 

• "The 21st Anniversary of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution," The Com­
munist, December, 1938, p. 1073. 

arise without us or against us!" In 
spite of this, Blum withdrew the major­
ity resolution on internal affairs in favor 
of the minority resolution. From the lat­
ter we quote the following: 

"As opposed to a government of so­
called French unity, for which there is 
no longer any basis, the Party can only 
recognize a government which, relying 
upon a clear republican majority, is in­
dubitably determined to defend democ­
racy and the rights of those who work, 
and of putting into execution an eco­
nomic and financial program which will 
be animated by that spirit which was 
displayed in April, 1936, by the second 
government under Socialist leadership." 

To this resolution was opposed another 
of a Trotskyite tinge, introduced by 
Deixonne. Deixonne sarcastically stated 
that he was astounded at Leon Blum's 
withdrawal of his own motion as the 
national union of the French people was 
a logical consequence of the majority's 
standpoint. He strongly opposed any at­
tempt to bring about such a national 
union, adding that the program of the 
People's Front was also inadequate and 
therefore the party in the future must 
refuse "on the pretext of unity at any 
price to enter into vague alliances." He 
declared himself to be in favor of an 
immediate general election and stated 
that the party must stand alone if for 
the moment no anti-capitalist unity were 
possible. Thus Deixonne's demands 
would have meant the complete isolation 
of the Socialist Party and the blocking 
of every opportunity of forming a gov­
ernment of resistance to the fascist ag­
gressors. 

Paul Faure's resolution on internal 
policy, which Leon Blum had supported, 
was finally adopted by 7,076 votes; the 
Deixonne resolution received 910 votes. 
There were 218 abstentions and 96 ab­
sentees. 

• • • 
Thus the congress ended with a hazy 

compromise. It would be an exaggera­
tion to say that the resolution adopted 
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on internal policy destroys all possibil­
ity of forming a government of resistance 
to the fascist aggressor, but it has cer­
tainly not facilitated the constitution of 
such a government. A fatal contradiction 
exists between the resolution on foreign 
policy, which calls for the unity of all 
popular forces to repulse the fascist ag­
gressor, and the resolution on home pol­
icy, which rejects a government of 
French unity-in other words, a govern­
ment of the united forces of the people. 

Lebas-in the course of his argument 
with several delegates who were attempt­
ing to preserve at any cost the purely 
formal unity of the party by means of a 
"united" but quite colorless resolution­
told the congress that he stood for unity 
as did every Socialist, but only for a 
unity based on clarity. And in truth 
only such a unity can ensure the multi­
farious activity of a workers' party. 
Every form of unity which is based upon 
worthless compromise is but perilous 
self-deception and instead of advancing 
the struggle crfpples the party's energies. 

In its grappling with vital working 
class problems, the Socialist Party of 
France has overcome a certain obscurity 
and has furthered to a certain extent the 
process of clarification in its own ranks, 
but it has halted temporarily at a half­
way stage. While many of the points 
in the foreign policy resolution are to 
be welcomed, it is deplorable that, in the 
resolution on internal policy, the logical 
consequences of the foreign policy reso­
lution have not been applied. The com­
parative "unity" on the question of home 
affairs is not a unity resting upon clarity 
but a compromise which prejudices the 
capacity for action of the Socialist Party 
in the struggle against the anti-working 
class government of capitulation. 

We are neither able nor do we desire 
to lay down policy for the Socialist Party, 
but our concern in the entire working 
class movement and in peace forbids us 
from standing aloof from its discussions. 
In the interest of the whole working 

class, we desire to see the Socialist Party 
of France attain a maximum of internal 
unity, an internal unity which, as Lebas 
said, is based upon clarity. We there­
fore believe it to be necessary to kindle 
in the masses of the people the spirit 
of resolute resistance to foreign fascism 
and to its accomplices at home and in 
particular to intensify it in the ranks of 
the Socialist Party; and also to exert 
every effort to convince thos·e sincere 
Socialists who, at the congress, sup­
ported the standpoint of Paul Faure or 
even of Deixonne-as well as those who 
underestimated the decisive importance 
of this conflict on a matter of principle 
and therefore were in favor of a unity 
resolution at all costs-of the necessity 
of a determined stand against fascism 
without making any concessions what­
ever to this deadly foe of the working 
class. 

We also believe that the Socialist 
Party of France should become aware of 
the increased danger of Trotskyite in­
fluences, of the danger of disintegration 
embodied in the fact that people are in­
troducing fascist demagogy into the 
working class movement, as, for example, 
when, following the lead of the Goebbels 
newspapers, they accuse consistent anti­
fascists of forming a "war party." We 
must patiently and unfailingly endeavor 
to convince those who in good faith have 
become the victims of fascist demagogy 
and are unaware of the true nature of 
the tactics which are being employed; 
but in the interests of clarity and unity 
a stop must be put to the machinations 
of those who are deliberately trying to 
permeate the workers with fascist dema­
gogy. 

Undoubtedly, the Socialist Party of 
France, at its special congress, has en­
tered upon the path which leads through 
clarity to unity. We hope, in the inter­
ests of the French working class, of the 
whole French people, and of freedom and 
peace throughout the world, that it will 
continue further along this path. 



Trotskyist Plotters in France 

BY G. DECHAMP 

THE secrets of the Munich betrayal 
have now been revealed. The activity 

of the fascists :mJ their agents has been 
exposed to the whok world in all its re­
volting details. 

Today we have irrefutable docu­
mentary proof of the methods and the 
sums of money employed by Hitler to 
buy the "public opinion," the great 
bourgeois press, of France. No doubt ex­
ists any longer today regarding the 
means by which the leader of the fas­
cist organization of the Croix de Feu 
was able to acquire control of the Petit 
Journal, a newspaper with a mass circu­
lation and the repuation of being to the 
Left. According to Kerillis, the French 
Deputy of the Right, the American am­
bassador in Paris, Bullitt, reported to his 
government that from May to November, 
1938, two million pounds sterling was 
poured into the French press by the 
German ministry of propaganda. 

Hitler's fascism finds its most loyal 
allies in French monopoly capital. The 
big industrialists of the mining industry, 
such as the de Wendel family, have al­
ways supplied German industry with ore. 
In the war of 1914 many a Krupp gun 
was made with French ore. De Wendel 
and his friends have always remained 
true to this policy. They have always 
placed their profits before their nation. 

But these allies alone are not suffi­
ciently strong to enable fascism to carry 
out its program and reduce France to a 
~econd-rate power. Fascism therefore en­
deavors to deal the People's Front a 
mortal blow; the J:,reaking away of vacil­
lating bourgeois politicians from the 

People's Front or the corruption of the 
bourgeois press is not enough. Fascism 
therefore makes use of the Trotskyists­
the instruments which it always employs 
for weakening .;he organization of the 
working class from within and for dis­
integrating the democratic movement of 
the people. 

The Trocskyisrs in France, who have 
no consolidated organization of their 
own, aim at breaking up the People's 
Front, isolating the working class from 
its allies, and splitting the ranks of the 
workers' organizottions; for it is the task 
of Trotskyism t.o prepare the way for 
fascist invasion. Working according to 
a plan prepared by the fascist espionage 
service, the Trotskyists in France have 
distributed their :forces so as to render 
the best possible service to their employ­
ers. They direct their attacks primarily 
against those :;ections of the People's 
Front and of the working class move­
ment in which the masses, having only 
been active in the working class move­
ment since the great strikes of July, 
1936, are not yet very educated politi­
cally, or in w:1ic:h the prejudices of 
petty-bourgeois groups provide a favor­
able soil. for the !<plitting and disinte­
grating tactics 'lf the Trotskyists. 

Since Februar;, 1934, when the fas­
cists were beaten back by the French 
people, the Trotskyists have been trying 
to insinuate themselves into those mass 
organizations where it is easiest for 
them to carry on their criminal under­
ground activity. 

The Trotskyists penetrated into a 
number of trade unions, organizations 
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of the Socialist Party, and even into 
certain bodies and committees of the 
People's Front which were set up to fight 
fascism. They were able to do this be­
cause certain politicians, who had joined 
the People'o Front under the pressure of 
the masses, believed that the Trotskyists 
would counteract the growing influence 
of the Communist Party. The group of 
the Trotskyist Pivert, who succeeded last 
year in splitting the Paris organization 
of the Socialist Party and turning a sec­
tion of the Socialist Youth against the 
People's Front, would not have been able 
to acquire such power if some of the 
leading Socialists of France had not 
adopted an attitude of passivity toward 
this group. The Trotskyists were also 
able to work their way into some of the 
clerks' and business employee trade 
unions because certain anti-Communist 
elements in the Frtr.ch trade union move­
ment, so-called "pure sydicalists," and 
especially the old trade unionist Du­
moulin, considered it right to shelter the 
Trotskyists. 

In this way, the enemies of unity, the 
open opponents of the French Com­
munist Party, which leads thet fight for 
unity, opened the doors of the working 
class organization:; to the bitterest 
enemies of the working class, the Trot­
skyists. 

The Trotskyist<; helped to prepare the 
Munich betrayal. As early as April, 
1938, the publications under the influence 
of the Trotskyists started their cam­
paign in favor of the "justice" of Hit­
ler's claims on Czechoslovakia. In April, 
1938, the Trotskyist Fouchere was al­
ready writing that there was no democ­
racy in Czechoslovakia, that Czechoslo­
vakia was not a state at all, but a "con­
glomeration of millions of minorities 
under the rule Jf the Czech bourgeoisie." 
That is a cynical :repetition of Goebbels' 
arguments; it is the vile language of the 
fascist press. At the same time these 
Trotskyist rags came out against col­
lective security and against the Soviet 
Union, the most powerful force in the 
peace front and in the fight against 
fascism. That is nothing less than open 
support for the criminal plans of the 

Berlin-Rome-Tokyo axis. The Trotsky­
ists did everything in their power to help 
Hitler dismember Czechoslovakia. 

When the crisis became acute, the 
Trotskyists put forward the slogan of 
"complete pacifism"' and "peace at any 
price" in order to render Hitler still 
greater service. This Trotskyist slogan 
caught on among the vacillating elements 
of the intelligentsia. A group of intel­
lectuals under Trotskyist influence in the 
so-called "Comite de Vigilance des In­
tellectuels" took up this provocative 
slogan, which is in fact equivalent to 
handing over France to fascism. This or­
ganization had originally been set up as 
a union of anti-fascist intellectuals, but 
the Trotskyists succeeded in pushing out 
the true anti-fascists and changing the 
committee into 'in instrument of defeat­
ist propaganda for capitulation. 

Already in April, 1938, the Trotskyist 
Emery wa;; putting the fascist stand­
point in the columns cf the paper 
Feuilles Libres and declaring that the 
claims of the three great fascist coun­
tries to new territ::.ries must be recog­
nized, because these countries were 
"overpopulated." 

The same Trotsk~·ists came out in de­
fense of the shameful blockade of Re­
publican Spain and wrote in the organ 
of the same committee: "As it is not to 
be assumed that the Daladier govern­
ment or any other government will lift 
the embargo (agair.st Spain), we must 
renounce this demand." The blockade of 
Spain, the starving and strangling of the 
Spanish people in their heroic fight, 
could not be demanded more openly. The 
Trotskyists were carrying on their sabo­
tage long before the Munich betrayal in 
order thus to weaken the fight against 
fascist aggression. They openly approved 
of the attitude of one of Hitler's most 
active agents in France, the former 
French premier Flandin, who has sold 
himself to fascist Germany. The Trot­
SKyists used as their organ a paper pub­
lished by Bergery, a renegade from the 
People's Front, whose connections with 
the Nazis have been exposed in the 
French press and never disputed. 

The "total pacifism" advocuted by the 
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Trotskyists and their allies is funda­
mentally the same as Flandin's demand: 
unconditional capitulation to Hitler, 
"Slavery rather than death" as one of 
these "pacifists" expressed it. When par­
tial mobilization was ordered in France 
and wide masses of the people sincerely 
believed that the government was de­
termined to defend the country, the 
Trotskyists intensified their campaign in 
order to supply the Daladier government 
with the 'specious argument that the 
troops were not reliable. 

The Trotskyists banked on the French 
workers' love of peace; they used the 
preservation of "pehce at any price" as 
a cloak for handing ove_· democratic 
Czechoslovakia to the fascist blood­
suckers, betraying the interests of 
France and weakening its defenses, and 
thus hastening the outbreak of imperial­
ist war in the heart of Europe. 

The Trotskyists appealed to the men 
called up for mobilization not to join 
their units; they d~manded the sabotag­
ing of the measures for air defense; it 
was they who posted up a defeatist proc­
lamation throughout the country. All 
this was intended to give the impression 
that the country vras against mobiliza­
tion and thus provide the goverment with 
an excuse for capitulation. The fascist­
Trotskyist spies e.dopt the most various 
disguises; they hide themselves behind 
pacifist phrases in order thus to conceal 
from the working masses of France their 
connection with the fascist aggressors 
and their real activity as traitors. 

A "Petition Against War" which was 
circulated throughout France during the 
days of the. mobilization before Munich 
bears the clear stamp of the Trotskyists. 
Issued from the off:ces of the trade union. 
of teachers and the trade union of postal 
workers this document calls on the 
French governm-:lnt "to continue on the 
path of negotiations, without being dis­
couraged by difficulUes." In other words, 
it demands capitulation to the fascist 
aggressor. It prominently displays the 
signatures of such well-known French 
Trotskyists as Madeleine Paz, who, as 
was proved in the trial of the Trotsky­
ist-Bukharinist espionage center, was in 

touch with the spy Rakowski; also the 
signatures of the Trotskyist Emery and 
others. 

Another proclamation, issued by the 
above-mentioned "Comite de Vigilance" 
in conjunction with some anarchist 
organizations, was also posted up 
everywhere during the last days of 
September; it openly declared that the 
French people had no interest in defend­
ing Czechoslovakia. Thus the Trotskyists 
carried out their orders; they "delivered 
the goods." The paper of Daladier's 
minister of war and head of the govern­
ment used this proclamation to justify 
its attitude during the days of the mobil­
ization. 

But the Trotskyists go still further. 
Under Trotskyist influence the leader­
ship of the trade union of the postal 
workers of France issued a circular 
calling upon all affiliated organizations 
openly to support the policy of capitula­
tion and to unite for this purpise with 
the reactionary press and with the 
parties of the Right, such as the "Alli­
ance Democratique." ·This circular makes 
perfectly clear that the so-called "total 
pacifists" had been given the task of pre­
senting a false picture of the attitude of 
the working dass to the events of 
September and of giving the impression 
that the masses organized in the trade 
unions supported the shameful policy of 
Munich. They demanded of their organi­
zations that, through the official tele­
graph agency, Havas, they should spread 
reports of the results of this campaign. 

The Trotskyists and the elements they 
had misled implored the workers on no 
account to fight for the defense of the 
French Republic. Their representatives 
on a women's committee in the Alpes 
Maritimes province went so far as to 
call on the women in the event of a war 
with Italy to throw themselves down on 
the railway tracks in order to prevent 
the departure of F1·ench military trains 
for the frontier. It is only necessary to 
realize for a moment the tremendous 
pressure on the population during the 
days when the men were being called up 
for military service and the streets of 
the towns were hf.ing prepared against 
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air attack, in order to understand how 
this clever "pacifist propaganda" could 
confuse the minds of many who have not 
been sufficiently steeled in the class 
struggle. 

Penetration into political organiza­
tions and the mass organizations of the 
proletariat was the chief task of the 
Trotskyist provocateurs. They succeeded 
in making their way into a number of 
working class organizations. But, as the 
Trade Union Congress of Nantes 
showed, th~y have not been able to carry 
out the orders ~iven them by their em­
ployers; they have not been able to split 
the trade union movement. Many of 
those who under the influence of the 
Trotskyists declared themselves at the 
time of Munich in favor of "total paci­
fism" now realize how shameful is this 
policy of treachery. 

The activity of the Trotskyists as 
provocateurs in th3 trade unions as well 
as in other anti-fascist organizations 
often takes the form of close collabora­
tion with the fascist groups of Doriot 
and others. In conjunction with the fas­
cists of the party of Doriot, the renegade 
and traitor, the Trotskyists provoked 
clashes between \;he workers in a factory 
in the Paris suburb of La Garenne when 
the question of !:trike action was being 
discussed. Fomented by the "Trotskyist 
provocateurs, a fight took place in the 
factory yard. 

The Trotskyi5t provocateurs collabor­
ated with other faH:ist organizations in 
the formation of "groups" and "commit­
tees" in the trade unions, by means of 
which they weakened the fight against 
the employers an,l prepared the ground 
for the disintegration of the trade union 
organizations from within. 

The more militant the struggle of the 
working class, the more shameful be­
comes the Trotskyists' work of sabotage 
in the service of fa&cism. This was made 
particularly clear during the general 
strike, when the Trotskyists and sections 
of the trade union organizations under 
their influence came out openly as 
vrovocateurs and strikebreakers. It is 
therefore no mere chance that Daladier, 
Rpeaking in the French parliament in 

justification of his measures of reprisal 
against the worrl:crs, made use of a cir­
cular issued by Trotskyist members of 
the leadership of a branch of the teach­
ers' trade union in Lyon. In the pay of 
their fascist masters, in the pay of fas­
cist Germany an::! its agents in France, 
the Trotskyists employ the dirtiest meth­
ods to destroy the pact of friendship be­
tween the ~oviet lJnion and France. The 
anti-Soviet campaigr. carried on by the 
Trotskyist bandits is a direct threat to 
the safety of France, an open betrayal 
of the freedom of the French people and 
of all that they have gained through the 
People's Front. 

But the Trotskyists do not confine 
themselves to wor-king in those organiza­
tions which the enemies of unity help 
them to ~nter. They make every effort 
to penetrate into the ranks of the Com­
munist Party. T~.1e Communist Party of 
France, however, has always been per­
fectly aware of the danger represented 
by the entry of Trotskyist agents into 
the Party. It has therefore carried on, 
and continues to carry on, a tireless fight 
to preserve its rar.ks from penetration 
by Trotskyist elements. The history of 
the international working class move­
ment teaches that the victory of the 
working t.:lass is impossible without the 
destruction of the agents of fascism, the 
Trotskyists, without the destruction of 
all the capitulators and traitors who 
make their way into its ranks. 

"If, while it is carrying on a life and 
death fight against the bourgeoisie, 
there are capitulators and traitors on its 
own staff, within its own fortress, the 
working class will be caught between 
two fires, from the front and the rear. 
Clearly, such a struggle can only end in 
defeat. The easiest way to capture a 
fortress is from within. To attain vic­
tory, the Party of the working class, its 
directing staff, its advanced fortress, 
must first be purged of capitulators, de­
serters, scabs and traitors." (History of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union [Bolsheviks], p. 360.) 

The Central Committee of the French 
Communist Party was faced with the 
difficult task of keeping the ranks of the 
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Party free from all undesirable elements. 
In the course of the recent struggles 
there has been mass recruitment to the 
Communist Party. It is therefore of ex­
traordinary importance in the fight 
against Trotskyism to raise the ideologi­
cal and theoretical level of the Party. 
This task is carried out by the numerous 
schools for members of the Party which 
are being run in all parts of France, and 
by the issuing of printed educational ma­
terial, including elementary courses for 
members of the Party which have been 
published in editicns of tens of thou­
sands. Maurice Thorez' book, A Son of 
the People, which describes in detail the 
fight of the French Communist Party 
against the renegade groups and the 
traitors, has also helped in the struggle 
to raise the ideological and theoretical 
level of the Party membership. 

At the prese;:J.t moment, all the re­
actionary forces 0f France are launching 
attacks on the gains won by the working 
class and the People's Front; the Da­
ladier government has replied to the pro­
test of the general strike on November 
30 with sharp repressive measures; the 
enemies of the French people, the ene­
mies of the Communist Party, are em­
ploying every possible ldnd of provoca­
tion against the Communists: conse­
quently the Trotskyist danger in France 
is on the increa'3e. From the Trotskyist 
bandits, from Doriot and de Ia Roque, 
the hirelings of Hitler, every form of 

provocation can be expected against the 
Communists, the anti-fascists and all ad­
herents of the People's Front. 

It is therefore even more urgently the 
duty of the working class and the Com­
munist Party of France to intensify 
their revolutionary watchfulness and to 
clear out the Trotskyists and other 
agents of fascism from all the organiza­
tions of the working class and particu­
larly from the ranks of the Communist 
Party. 

The fight against the Trotskyist 
agents of fascism demands from every 
Communist a high ideological level, un­
compromising loyalty to revolutionary 
principles and firmness toward the class 
enemies. The firmness which the Soviet 
Union showed in the destruction of the 
fascist-Trotskyist enemies must be an 
example to the Communist Party and 
the whole working class movement of 
France. 

The History of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union (which 
has already appeared in an Eng­
lish translation) is a valuable help to a 
mastery of Bolshevism. The study of this 
book will be of r~reat help in driving the 
Trotskyists and other agents of fascism 
out of the ranks of the working class 
movement. It will contribute greatly to 
the education of the masses in the spirit 
of the implacable struggle against fas­
cism, to the fight for the liberation of 
humanity, to the victory of socialism. 



German Fascism Is Destroying Agriculture 

BY E. HORNLE 

I 

DISTRESS among the peasantry in 
Germany is on the increase. German 

fascism is finding it more and more dif­
ficult to moiiify the peasants, and the 
masses of the German peasantry are be­
ginning to realize that the fascist regime 
is their mortal enemy. But the peasants 
are not in a position to throw off the 
yoke by themselves. What is called for 
is a close aiiiance of the workers and 
peasants in the struggle against the fas­
cist oppressors. The conditions for such 
an alliance are more favorable than they 
have ever been. It is therefore essential 
that the workers and ail anti-fascists 
should concern themselves more thor­
oughly than hitherto with the difficulties 
and grievances of the German peasants, 
and should bring their own struggle very 
closely into line with that of the Ger­
man peasants. 

The problem of agriculture is increas­
ingly becoming one of the weakest and 
most vulnerable points of German fas­
cism. Anti-fascists cannot afford to 
neglect this problem; they should devote 
a far greater degree of attention to it. 

In the foiiowing article an attempt is 
made to investigate some of the causes 
of the German agricultural crisis and 
thereby to show what great possibilities 
there are for the joint struggle of anti­
fascists and the peasantry against fas­
cist war economy, against the fascist 
oppressors, who even in peace time have 
brought the direst wartime misery upon 
the German people. 

INCREASING TURNOVER--BUT 

DECLINING INCOME 

In August, 1938, the Institute for 

Economic Research published figures of 
the aileged turnover of German agricul­
ture, according to which, in the economic 
year 1937-1938 (June 30 to July 1), re­
ceipts in crops had risen from 3,400,000,-
000 to 3,600,000,000 Reichsmarks, in 
stock and animal products from 5,500,-
000,000 to 5,900,000,000, and the market 
receipts of German agriculture as a 
whole from 8,900,000,000 to 9,500,000,000. 

These demagogic figures published by 
this semi-official institute gave rise in 
Germany to what was, under fascist con­
ditions, an unusuaily lively controversy, 
in which not only agricultural specialists 
but also leading officials of the Reich­
naehrstand (Reich Food Corporation) 
participated. 

The central feature of the controversy, 
which was intended by higher quarters 
to serve as a lightning conductor for the 
accumulated bitterness among the peas­
antry and large sections of the smaii 
and medium landowners, was the rapidly 
declining profitability of private agri­
cultural undertakings. ·The Stabsamts­
fuehrer (Staff Office Leader) of the 
Reich Food Corporation, H. Reischle, 
summed up the position as foiiows: 

"As a result of rising production costs 
a point has now been rea.ched at which 
the necessary increase of agricultural 
production can be carried no further 
without a change in the distribution of 
incomes, indeed, even the maintenance of 
the present rate of production wiii oo 
endangered, for today economic forces 
and man-power will have to be employed 
which can no longer be replaced."* 

• N.S. Landpost, No. 44. November 
4, 1938. 
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In other words, the agrarian bureauc­
racy of German fascism not only admit­
ted, as it had already done in the previ­
ous spring, the critical nature of the 
situation, but also alluded to the pos­
sibility of a deterioration and gradual 
disintegration of German agriculture. 

The sixth Reichsba;uerntag (Reich 
Peasant Congress), held in the last week 
of November in Goslar, revealed quite 
clearly that the fascist leaders were on 
the defensive against the revolt of the 
peasantry. In their speeches the rap­
porteurs adjured the German peasantry 
not to allow any reduction in the area 
under cultivation, and despite the ac­
cumulating difficulties not to get rid of 
their milch cows. Never yet had such a 
pessimistic note been struck at a fascist 
rally. The Reichsobrnann fuer Baeur­
liche Selbstverwaltung (Reich Chairman 
of the Peasant Self-Administration Or­
ganization), the landowner and sugar­
beet producer Gustav Behrens, admitted 
that the "productive capacity of agri­
cultural undertakings is being strained to 
the utmost." His formulation of the 
problem was not how can we achieve 
victory, but literally: "how is the pro­
ductive capacity of agricultural under­
takings not to be completely sapped?"* 

'The organ of the Rhineland Peasants' 
Association, the daily W estdeutsche 
Landzeitung (Nov. 29, 1938), headed its 
report of Darre's concluding speech in 
Goslar with the illuminating caption: 
"The Spectre of a Decline in Agricul­
tural Production." 

Darre's speech was in itself a veiled 
defensive maneuver. He referred to the 
"exertion of every available force," to 
"the tendency of milk production to fall," 
to the "necessity for equipping industry 
and the army," and concluded with the 
extremely and, in his mouth, unusually 
noncommittal phrase, "a complete solu­
tion of the problem could not be post­
poned." The leaders of the Reich Food 
Corporation pursued the tactics of calm­
ing the peasantry by means of an ap-

• Report in Die Landware of November 
27, 1938. 

parently frank acknowledgement of the 
difficulties of the situation and of keeping 
them in check by imbuing them with 
fresh illusions. 

The internal contradictions, too, in the 
fascist machinery of government were 
thus clearly revealed. The Food Cor­
poration, hard pressed by the agricul­
turists and the mass of the peasantry, 
held forth more or less oper.ly against 
that section of the governmental ma­
chinery which mainly represents indus­
trial interests. The conflict, inevitable 
even under monopoly capitalism, between 
industry and agriculture, which fascism 
had over a short period managed to gloss 
over, was once more forced to the sur­
face in this distorted form under the 
stress of the crisis. The Reich Food 
Corporation put forward "demands" at 
Goslar which were not only the sheerest 
demagogy, but reflected the fury of the 
peasants at the colossal profits of the 
armament industry. This was most clearly 
expressed by Stabsamtsfuehrer Reisch­
le. He had already, a month previously, 
put forward in an article in the press 
the "demand" that: "The economic re­
lationship between town and country 
must be reconsidered." * 

And now at Goslar he put this demand 
into concrete form. Industrial products, 
he said, "must be sold to agriculture at 
enormously reduced prices." ** Hitherto 
agriculture had been financing the boom 
in industry, now industry must finance 
agriculture. 

Naturally such "demands" in the 
mouths of leading fascists are primarily 
demagogic, but at the same time they 
are symptoms of the increasing difficul­
ties of the system, an echo of the feel­
ings of the masses. 

A casual remark in Die Deutsche Volk­
wirtschaft, a periodical edited by Pro­
fessor Hunke (No. 3, August, 1938), 
illuminates the situation as vividly as 
a flash of lightning. Professor Hunke is 
the economic adviser of the Nazi Party 
(N.S.D.A.P.), Berlin Region. He sug-

* "The Undervaluation of Agricultural 
Work," Die Landware, October 16, 1938. 

** Die Landware, November 27, 1938. 
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gested that at least a part of the in­
creased receipts of agriculture estimated 
by the Institute for Economic Research 
for the year 1937-38 did not arise from 
qen:uine sales but rather from quite defi­
nitely forced sales, in particular of stock 
slaughtered as a result of the "fodder 
situation," that is, the fodder crisis, and 
of the outbreak of the foot-and-mouth 
disease that had raged in Germany for 
over a year. 

"The increased sale of cattle in the 
last year," stated the periodical, was "in 
reality to the disadvantage of the stock­
breeders." In this article the selling­
off of the very stock-in-trade of peasant 
farms, a process that had already set in, 
was admitted for the first time, a fact 
which three months' later had to be ad­
mitted even by Stabsamtsfuehrer 
Reischle in an article on the preparations 
for the "Reich Peasant Congress" in 
Goslar.• 

Of very great value is the admission 
of Die Deutsche Volkswirtschaft that the 
fodder situation is a factor in the crisis. 
The year 1937 was, it is alleged, a record 
year for all root crops, provender and 
green fodder. Nevertheless, the fodder 
situation is compelling the peasants to 
reduce their stock of pigs and cattle on 
a very large scale. That must be borne 
in mind. It is the consequence of the ex­
clusion of imports of fodder and the ban 
on the use of grain for fodder. Accord­
ing to the figures of the bulletin issued 
by the Reich Statistical Department 
(No. 2, November, 1938), the cash ex­
penditure of agriculture on fodder 
thereby rose in comparison with the 
~revious year by 245,000,000 marks, that 
ts, 41 per cent. This increased expendi­
ture was not counterbalanced by the total 
increased receipts from compulsory de­
liveries of grain. It is primarily the 
poorer and middle peasantry that suffer 
from this ban on fodder. The German 
periodical Die Landware summed up the 
position on November 10,1938,by stating: 

"Agriculture received in 1933-34 three 
billion less and today six billion less than 

• N. S. Landpost, November 18, 1938. 

is its due in view of its vast achieve­
ments." 

The share of agriculture in the so­
called "People's Income" has never there­
fore been so low relatively as today, in 
the sixth year of the fascist dictatorship. 

II 

SCARCITY OF LABOR POWER ENDANGERS 

PRODUCTION 

Naturally, these facts are concealed 
and suppressed by the fascists as long 
as possible. When that is no longer pos­
sible, they look around for ~ scapegoat. 
Thus, at the beginning of th~ year, Sec­
retary of State Backe selected the "law 
of diminishing agricultural returns" as 
the general scapegoat, his aim being to 
prepare the peasantry for the gangsters' 
slogan "Land in the East!" 

But this twaddle about the inevitable 
"diminishing agricultural returns" has 
its reverse side; it impedes the further 
mechanization of agriculture and the em­
ployment of scientific fertilizing methods 
which are so urgently necessary for the 
fascist war preparations. (the liberation 
of areas now devoted to cultivation of 
fodder, and of labor power for military 
purposes). No farmer is going to buy 
expensive machines and fertilizer if the 
song of the "law of diminishing agri­
cultural returns" is daily dinned into his 
ears. At the moment, therefore, it is 
more expedient for fascism to concentrate 
upon its agitation against what it alleges 
to be the considerably increased. demands 
of the landworkers and their new "flight 
from the countryside." 

What is the truth with regard to this 
new "flight from the countryside"? In 
what way does it differ from the, so to 
speak, normal flight from the country­
side of impoverished villagers under 
capitalism? 

First a word as to its extent. 
On June 25, 1938, an investigation of 

the records of the Ministry of Labor 
showed that the number of regular agri­
cultural workers in Germany had 
diminished since 1933 by 165,000; 230,000 
agricultural workers are stated to be 
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today in other trades. These figures, 
however, seem to illustrate only a part 
of the real emigration from the country­
side. They do not include the number, 
at least equally as great, of young peas­
ants who have left agriculture. Among 
these, those sons and daughters of own­
ers of "entailed estates" who have emi­
grated from the countryside because they 
have become propertyless, must play an 
important role. At Goslar Darre esti­
mated the total number of all those who 
had emigrated from the countryside or 
otherwise left agriculture at from 700,-
000 to 800,000. One might almost call 
this a complete draining of labor power 
from the land. 

In view of these figures, the approxi­
mate correctness of which there is no 
reason to doubt, no one can be surprised 
that the food corporation bureaucrats 
who are responsible to the fascist gov­
ernment for the success of the agricul­
tural war preparations should be passing 
sleepless nights. The "flight from the 
countryside," said the Wochenblatt, the 
organ of the Bavarian Peasants Associa­
tion (July 14, 1938), was the "most 
weighty problem that exists in the coun­
try today." According to the same 
source, the Reich Youth Leader Baldur 
von Schirach, at a conference in Maria 
Saal in Carinthia, referred to the 
"checking of the flight from the coun­
tryside," as the "decisive task of Ger­
man youth." At Goslar Darre went so 
far as to refer to it as the "decisive po­
litical test of the N.S.D.A.P." 

But how has this devastating drain­
ing of the life blood of German agri­
culture come about? In so far as it 
represents a genuine flight from the 
countryside of the working population, it 
is the natural consequence of the in­
creased exploitation of the masses on 
the land and the deprivation of their 
rights under fascism. But that only 
partially explains the phenomenon. The 
mass emigration from agriculture is 
also in part a direct consequence of the 
enormously increased employment of la­
bor in the fascist armament industry, 
either in the building of strategic roads, 
canals and fortifications or in the army 

itself. The fascist technical journals to 
some extent also admit this. For ex­
ample, the Deutsche Larulwirtschaftliche 
Pre sse writes: 

"The building projects, the greater 
part of which are said to be of imme­
diate importance, and also the machine­
building and transport building indus­
tries, etc., are to a very great ex­
tent monopolizing all raw materials 
and are on the other hand increas­
ing the demand for labor so con­
siderably that in certain districts it 
is scarcely possible to retain the older 
agricultural laborers, while the young 
people have long since found their way 
into the building trades and other 
branches of industry." * 

But even this does not exhaust the rea­
sons for this "new flight from the coun­
tryside." In addition to the spontaneous 
emigration of agricultural labor from 
the village, brought about by fascism, 
there is also the comqnandeering of men 
in the villages for the fascist military 
preparations and war <Jperations. Under 
this heading come the creation of a 
standing army millions strong with a 
colossally large active list and the in­
numerable maneuvers of reserve troops, 
often lasting for months, the taking over 
of farm buildings, draught animals, 
vehicles and manpower under the Wehr­
leistungsgesetz (Military Law) of July 
15, 1938, and the impressing of the en­
tire youth of the villages into the Hitler 
Youth organization, the "B.D.M.," tlle 
S.A. and other semi-military associations, 
in which they are kept from their or­
dinary work by innumerable rallies, drill­
ing, field exercises, parades and pogroms 
and trained for the fascist war on the 
internal and external front. 

In addition there is the employment 
of an increasing number of paid or hon­
orary officials in the fascist machinery 
for the "regulation of the market" and 
"battle for production," of farm inspec­
tors, milch-cow overseers, administrators 
of collecting stations, employees of dis­
trict and regional peasant associations, 

• Deutsche Larulwirtschaftspresse, Au­
gust 27, 1938. 
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functionaries of the marketing associa­
tions. etc., the greater number of whom 
have to be withdrawn from agriculture 
itself. 

And not least of all comes the con­
tinual harrying of the farmers them­
selves in a thousand and one ways; the 
constant running hither and thither, the 
correspondence, the disputes, quarrels 
and court cases which are all part of the 
fascist war economy. The very fact that 
the peasants are tied to certain pre­
scribed markets and collecting stations 
entails for many producers a consider­
able loss of daily energy and time. 

In short, the fundamental causes of the 
new "flight from the countryside" are 
to be traced primarily to the enormously 
increased deprivation of the rights and 
exploitation of the agricultural proleta­
riat and small peasants, which literally 
forces them to emigrate from the land, 
second, to the vastly increasing demand 
for labor power and the consumption of 
labor power by the fascist armament in­
dustry and the fascist army, as a result 
of the fascist transformation of the whole 
of Germany into a vast war camp. Like a 
mighty suction pump fascism draws pre­
cisely the most useful labor power away 
from the land and thereby robs it of its 
important productive forces. 

And now a word about the alleged pre­
posterously high wage claims of German 
agricultural workers, which, it was main­
tained at Goslar, were endangering the 
profitability of agriculture. 

In order to ascertain the truth, we need 
only compare the official figures for cash 
wages today with those for the year 
1931. In 1931, as everyone knows, the 
great economic crisis was approaching 
its climax. Agriculturalists were pro­
claiming on all sides the complete ruin 
of German agriculture. Chancellor Brun­
ing was governing by means of emer­
gency decrees. One of these decrees re­
duced the wages of all agricultural 
workers by 10 per cent. How, then, did 
the wages of German agricultural work­
ers. at that time compare with those of 
today? The following figures taken from 
the Statistical Yearbook of the German 
Reich tell their own story: 

1931 1936 %of Re-
(In Reichsmarke.) duct! on 

Male farm Ia-
borer in 
Schleswdg-
Holstein ... 506.75 405.00 20% 

Female farm 
worker in 
Schleswig-
Holstein ... 426.50 324.00 24% 

Male farm Ia-
borer in 
N 0 r t h 
Hanover .. 646.50 490.40 24% 

Female farm 
worker in 
N 0 r t h 
Hanover .. 484.00 368.00 21% 

Male farm Ia-
borH in the 
"Co I o g n e 
basin" .... 708.45 480.00 32% 
In the most important stock-farming 

and vegetable-growing districts of Ger­
many fascism has, according to these 
figures, brought down the wages of male 
agricultural workers to the level or even 
below the former level of female farm 
workers, and has brought the wages of 
the latter much lower still. All wages 
have been reduced by the scale arbitrari­
ly imposed by the fascist "trustees of 
labor" to, on the average, 20 to 30 per 
cent below the slump level. 

Even in districts of Germany east of 
the Elbe, where wages in kind (land, 
agricultural produce) are the chief form 
of wages in agriculture, fascism has de­
pressed the extremely low cash wages 
by a further 20 to 30 per cent: 

Male farm la­
borer in the 
Branden-

1931 1936 
(In Reichsmarks.) 

% ot Re­
duction 

burg dist ... 387.58 324 21.5% 
Female farm 

worker in 
Branden­
berg, Nie­
derbarnim 
district ... 384.53 328.20 16% 

Agricultural 
laborer in 
Silesia .... 479.96 342.00 28.8% 

Female farm 
worker in 
Silesia .... 479.96 338.90 30o/o 
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This, then, is the true picture of the 
so-called "rise in wages" under fascism! 

But, according to Professor Hunke's 
periodical, wages in the last year have 
once more risen by 20 to 30 per cent. Let 
us investigate the truth of this dubious 
statement. On what does the whole 
thing turn? On nothing but the phe­
nomena consequent on the prohibition of 
the use of grain as fodder and the com­
pulsory delivery of grain introduced 
throughout the country in July, 1937. 
The estate-owner is thus forbidden to 
give his laborers more ,grain by way of 
wages in kind than is just sufficient to 
provide their families with bread. Any 
further wages in kind that have hitherto 
been given must now be given either in 
the form of fodder or in cash. For the 
estate-owner the payment of the differ­
ence in cash is, under present conditions 
(increased prices for rye since 1937), an 
advantage. The increased cash wage, 
about which the fascist statisticians are 
making such a fuss, is in reality, there­
fore, not an advantage, but a disadvan­
tage to the agricultural worker, who has 
lost the possibility of gaining his tra­
ditional extra earnings by the fattening 
of one or two pigs. With his cash he can 
buy only the most wretched substitute 
goods. The officially published figures of 
agricultural wages are therefore still be­
low the crisis level of 1931; far below 
the rates won after such a hard strug­
gle under the Weimar Republic, not to 
mention the wages in fact received and 
the other conditions of work of the Ger­
man agricultural laborer. 

Nevertheless, the fascist bureaucracy 
called unanimously at the "Reich Peas­
ant Congress" for radical measures to 
be taken with regard to "the flight from 
the countryside" and "high wages." 

III 

AGRICULTURE WITHOUT SCYTHES, BIND­

ING TWINE OR TIMBER 

Abroad and among the non-agricul­
tural German public fascism endeavors 
to create the impression that it can and 
will avert the impending catastrophe by 

means of increased introduction of tech­
nical improvements, chemical methods, 
rationalization and the employment of 
entirely new scientific methods and in­
ventions. At the "Reich Peasant Con­
gress" State Secretary Backe outlined an 
entire program of ostensibly revolution­
ary measures. Let us see, therefore, what 
the German agricultural experts have to 
say on this point. 

Let us begin with the question of the 
provision of German agriculture with, 
shall we say, not expensive and compli­
cated tractors and so forth, but with the 
simplest implements, tools and equipment, 
such as scythes, binding twine, plow­
shares, etc. In the article already ex­
tensively quoted, the Deutsche Volks­
wirtschaft writes, with reference to the 
prices of these and other essential ar­
ticles: 

"Direct and indirect rises in price 
have occured in the case of wages (? ! ) , 
building costs, fertilizers, to some ex­
tent in the case of machines, implements 
and spare parts, and in the case of 
mechanics' charges, which cannot be re­
garded as negligible." 

The Deutsche Landwirtschaftliche 
Presse, in an article from which we have 
also freely quoted, reveals what is meant 
by "indirect rises in price" when it re­
fers to a "variation in quality" in the 
case of the means of production. In this 
connection it states very relevantly that, 

" ... the net price lists, not only for 
machines, but also for the many small 
articles employed in agriculture, as, for 
example, scythes, binding twine, etc., 
no longer apply to the same quality of 
goods as formerly." 

That is abundantly clear! In plain 
language it means that under fascism 
the peasant is fobbed off with trash in 
return for his hard-earned money. 

And that is not the whole story! 
Sometimes the peasant does not even re­
ceive goods of inferior quality for his 
good money. In this connection the retro­
spective survey entitled "A Year of the 
Rationing of Iron in Agriculture," pub­
lished by the official organ of the "Reich 
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Governing Body for Technical Ques­
tions in Agriculture" in July, 1938, is 
very illuminating. The agricultural ma­
chine industry was, in 1937, only in a 
position partially to supply the require­
ments of agriculture for new machines. 
The manufacture of threshing machines, 
straw pressers, ·turnip-cutters, fodder 
machines, etc., was considerably re­
stricted. 

The iron, lead and metal goods branch 
of industry, which supplies agriculture 
with the usual hand implements and 
tools, fittings for stalls, etc., was "at 
first accorded no quota whatever," and 
was reduced to obtaining its iron in the 
"free market." "But this free market," 
the writer remarks, "was, as a result of 
the fixing of the state quota, no more 
than a conception." Only at the begin­
ning of 1938 was this branch of industry 
accorded "any quota whatever." 

Matters were just as bad for the crafts 
supplying the needs of agriculture, in 
particular the blacksmith's trade. Not 
until 1938 was it placed in a position "to 
carry out the most urgent agricultural 
repairs." Even today, the report states, 
"the difficulties have not been sur­
mounted in practice." An example of 
these difficulties, according to the same 
source, is the fact that no wire could be 
supplied for the campaign for the en­
closure of pastures ordered by the Food 
Corporation. "The acceptance of appli­
cations of materials had to be held up for 
something like six months." 

How great is the above-mentioned lack 
of binding twine can be gathered from 
the decree published in the Reichsan­
zeiger of September 29, 1938, which pro­
vides for forced collections and deliveries 
of old and new binding twine. 

Parallel with the fixing of a quota for 
iron goes the fixing of a quota for build­
ing in agriculture. German fascism 
boasts of the generous way in which it 
has promoted the building of stalls, of 
green fodder tanks, dung-water cisterns, 
dung-heaps, agricultural workers' dwell­
ings, etc. 

The facts in themselves give it the lie. 
The employment of timber is strictly 

rationed. As the Berliner Borsenzeitung 
of November 12, 1938, states, any pur­
chaser of timber, planks, and sawn tim­
ber for workshops must produce an of­
ficial "permit." Such permits are only 
issued to a limited extent. In the case of 
agriculture they are distributed by the 
"Reich Governing Body for Technical 
Questions in Agriculture." 

As regards the building of dwellings 
and settlements for agricultural workers, 
and of renovations and extensions, ap­
plications for a permit to purchase ma­
terials must also be sent to the provin­
cial Peasants' Association. Even in the 
case of minor articles needed for repairs, 
de., "permits" are only placed to a 
limited extent at the disposal of timber 
merchants. All requirements exceeding 
three cubic meters must first be passed 
by the provincial Peasants' Association. 

The German peasants are, therefore, 
deprived of the most necessary agricul­
tural implements. Partly they never come 
<.n to the market at all, partly the peas­
ant is obliged to pay through the nose 
for inferior articles. The "German 
sword" is beginning to destroy the Ger­
man plowshare. 

IV 

SCARCITY OF CREDIT AND BURDEN 

OF DEBT 

To the aforementioned phenomena of 
the sorry plight of agricultu1e under the 
tyrannical fascist system we must add 
the growing lack of capital among the 
peasants and small-scale farmers. On the 
one hand we find the unsatisfied hunger 
for the long-term credits and on the 
other a mounting and unproductive bur­
den of debt at extortionate rates of in­
terest. The greater the "increase in pro­
duction" fascism demands of the peasant 
and the farmer, the more rapidly does 
he get into debt or-because no bank 
will grant him the necessary long-term 
credit-incur the risk of being declared 
by the Food Corporation and the fascist 
courts, as an "incorrigible debtor," "un­
f.tted to be a peasant," "unpardonable," 
and, as a "saboteur of the battle for 
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production," being thrown out of house 
and home. 

According to a statement from the 
"Staff Office" of the "Reich Peasant 
Leader" about 3,000 owners of "entailed 
estates" have, since 1937, been deprived 
of their right to manage and enjoy the 
use of their farms, and in certain cases 
have been completely expropriated. 

The "entailed estates" have particu­
larly felt the need of credit, that is, pre­
cisely that section of German agricul­
ture to whom fascism promised "release 
from the capitalist network of credit" 
and an absolute guarantee that they 
would remain in possession of their prop­
erty and continue to enjoy the proceeds 
of their labor. 

In this connection it should be borne 
in mind that German fascism has al­
ready spent five years working on the 
"solution" of the question of credits for 
"entailed estates." According to the figures 
given by Herbert Timm in the Zeitschrift 
fiir die gesamte Staatswissenschaft 
(Vol. 3, 1938), the requirements for long­
term credits for investment in "entailed 
estates" amount to 664,000,000 Reichs­
marks. These requirements have not been 
met. 

The root of the scarcity of credit felt 
in particular by the "entailed estates," 
which between them account for almost a 
half of the cultivable land in Germany, 
lies in the irreconcilable contradiction 
between the fact, on the one hand, that 
they may not by law be divided up, 
mortgaged or sold, and the claim of loan 
capital on the other hand for first agri­
cultural mortgage bonds. The "battle for 
production" forces the peasants and 
small estate-owners continually to em­
bark upon intensive methods and im­
provements, for which they have no ready 
cash. The internal political interest of 
fascism in the "class" in the village 
"that supports the state" is here in hope­
less contradiction with the economic laws 
of fascism and the demands made on the 
peasants by the fascist rearmament pol­
icy. Fascism seeks to find the solution of 
this contradiction in a demagogic ruse: 
the unlimited legal rights of the finance­
capitalist creditors to distrain has in 

practice been restored while an appear­
ance is maintained of state protection 
for the farmer against distraint. 

The first overt step in this direction 
was the proclamation of the "Erblwf­
verfahrensordnung" (regulation of the 
procedure with regard to "entailed es­
tates") on December 23, 1936, whereby 
all those "entailed estates" which were 
insolvent were liable by an order of the 
special Food Corporation Courts ("An­
erbengerichte") to be subjected to com­
pulsory supervision, administration or 
expropriation without compensation 
("Grosse Abmeierung"-eviction). The 
banks were not satisfied with this step. 
They demanded the right of the creditor 
to initiate these proceedings and his 
right to participate in the selection of 
the individual appointed to administer 
or "inherit" the estate; they extended 
the credit ban to all those agricultural 
undertakings which, by virtue of the fas­
cist "Schuldenregelungsgesetz" (Law for 
the Regulation of Debts) of July 1, 1933, 
had been granted a certain reduction of 
their indebtedness and interest rates. 

There ensued a regular state of war 
between the Food Corporation and the 
banks, the virulence and relentlessness 
of which even the apparently friendly 
nature of their controversies in the press 
is unable to conceal. Today the fascist 
government is prepared to grant even 
the most extreme demands of bank capi­
tal in respect of the "entailed estates." 
In his recently published book, Der 
Kredit des Erbhofes (The Credit of the 
"Entailed Estates"), Rudolf Meinberg 
writes: 

"The demand, therefore, of the creditor 
to be allowed in.his own right to appoint 
a trustee at the Anerbengericht (Food 
Corporation Court) is perfectly justi­
fied." 

It would, however, be an utter mistake 
to believe that the present credit crisis 
in German agriculture is exclusively a 
credit crisis affecting the "entailed es­
tates." The fascist state has to a con­
siderable extent crippled the agricultural 
market in general. This in particular by 
the prohibition of a fresh issue of mort-
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gage bonds by the real estate credit in­
stitutes, that is, by the monopolization 
of the market for fixed interest-bearing 
bonds for its own rearmament bonds. 
The "ban on new emissions" is a con­
stant subject of grievance, cropping up 
in the annual reports of all the real 
estate credit institutes. 

And what is more, the fascist state 
compels the peasant credit banks, and 
also all insurance institutes, public sav­
ings banks, etc., to subscribe again and 
again to the continual issues of Reich 
loans. Thus the little agricultural bank 
in Diilken, in the Rhineland, a coopera­
tive bank with only 366 members, has 
been compelled up to date to take up 
more than 500,000 Reichsmarks' worth 
of the Reich loan, when the total 
of its outstanding loans amounts only 
to 860,000 Reichsmarks (West Deutsche 
Landzeitung of May 15, 1938). The sav­
ings of the agricultural middle classes 
thus invested, therefore, are not flowing 
back into the production of consumers' 
goods, but are being poured for the most 
part into the bottomless abyss of fascist 
war preparations. 

How does this fact, however, square 
with the complaint that has been re­
peatedly made since 1937 with regard to 
the alleged accumulating burden of debt 
in agriculture? 

According to semi-official statement of 
the Rentenbank Kreditanstalt with re­
gard to the "credit position in German 
agriculture," as early as June 30, 1937, 
the burden of debt was on the increase 
in the case of about a third of all agri­
cultural undertakings. 

There is only one explanation for this 
fact-the increasing arrears of interest 
payments reported by all credit insti­
tutes. The unpaid interest together with 
the interest payable as fines is added by 
the banks to the capital sum owed. The 
burden of debt of the peasants is in­
creasing without their having received a 
pfennig of fresh capital. Above all, the 
proportion of short-term personal debts 
at a high rate of interest is growing. But 
thereby the credit crisis is becoming a 
crisis affecting the very existence of Ger­
man agriculture. 

v 
LOOKING DOWN INTO THE ABYSS 

In the foregoing by no means all con­
tributory causes of the new crisis in 
German agriculture have been men­
tioned. A further important factor in 
the crisis is, for example, the piratical 
taxation policy of German fascism, which 
is directed with particular severity 
against the peasant taxpayers. A report, 
for instance, from the Saar district to 
the Deutsche lnformationen stated that 
the tax collectors were now systemati­
cally recovering arrears of taxes for the 
last ten years. 

The year 1938 brought half a dozen 
"taxation reforms" upon the German 
peasant: increase in the civil tax, in the 
case of which the minimum rate for a 
net estate (capital, land, etc.) of 1,000 
Reichsmarks upwards is already six 
Reichsmarks, no allowances being made 
for children; increase in the income tax, 
in the case of which annual incomes 
from agriculture of from 3,000 Reichs­
marks upwards are already taxable-the 
limit was formerly 6,000 Reichsmarks; 
increase in land tax, in the case of which 
the former low assessment, which varies 
completely from province to province, is 
replaced by a periodical computation of 
the yield from the taxpayer's land; the 
new "financial adjustment" between 
Reich and local authorities by which the 
local authorities have suffered a loss* of 
almost half a billion of revenue to the 
Reich, and have been obliged to "seek 
fresh sources of revenue"; fresh valua­
tions for woodland, which are justified 
on the ground that the peasants have in 
the past understated the value of their 
woods and that in the future "under­
valuation must not arise";** the com­
pulsion laid upon the richer peasant 
farmers to carry out a prescribed system 
of bookkeeping and the supervision of 

* Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, Oct. 
20, 1938 and Berline'f Borsenzeitung, Oct. 
22, 1938. 

**Wochenblatt der Landesbauerrutchaft 
Ba71ern, Sept. 22, 1938. 
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the poorer peasant3 by special "Buchs­
tellen" (auditors). 

Thus the fascist taxation screw is be­
ing tightened interminably, and the crisis 
in agriculture is growing. 

A special role is played in the present 
crisis by the outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease, which is said to have been im­
ported from France in September, 1937, 
and has not been stamped out to this 
day. At the end of the first twelve 
months after the outbreak, 600,000 farms 
were affected, according to official fig­
ures, by the disease. In November, 1938, 
in the very middle of the "Reich Peas­
ant Congress," a second outbreak was 
reported from the Rhineland, which to a 
very great extent affected the stock that 
had just recovered from the disease and 
wa!l in a weakened condition. 

This is the first time there has been 
an outbreak of the disease on such a 
scale since the demobilization after the 
World War. For more than ten years 
the disease had been considered in Ger­
many as stamped out. In the autumn of 
1937, however, the disease spread 
throughout Germany within the space 
of a few months, affecting even East 
Prussia, which is cut off from the rest 
of Germany by the Corridor, and was 
c:arried into Austria, which had hitherto 
been completely immune, on the boots of 
the army of occupation. 

According to a statement made by 
Professor Waldemann, the discoverer of 
the new serum, at the medical and scien­
tific congress in Stuttgart, the losses to 
agriculture amounted by September, 
1938, to "hundreds of millions." In July, 
1938, the presidents of the various prov­
inces took the law into their own hands 
and proceeded to meet the costs, former­
ly borne by the state, of the com­
pulsory measures for isolating and 
treating the cattle affected by levying a 
special tax on the peasantry as a whole. 
( Wochenblatt der Landesbauernschaft 
Schleswig-Holstein, July 9, 1938. "Decree 
of the Provincial President.") 

As regards its extent and long dura­
tion, this outbreak of the disease is no 
mere chance, purely natural phenomenon. 

A statement by the Veterinary Depart­
ment of Kiel, published simultaneously 
with the provincial president's decree, 
mentions as "the underlying cause'' of 
the disease organic "disturbances of 
vitamins and mineral balance" in the 
stock, and traces these disturbances to 
the fact that the milch cows "may not 
have been given quite the right feed 
during the winter." 

The lack of fodder for which fascism 
is responsible has at least considerably 
intensified the disease. The widespread 
nature and long duration of the disease 
also indubitably are consequences of the 
innumerable inspections of farms and 
stalls imposed by the fascist machinery 
of government, and also of the peasant's 
growing mistrust, amounting almost to 
detestation, of any kind of official and 
any fresh government decree. The Ger­
man press is full of exhortations to the 
peasants to work hand in hand with the 
veterinary authorities. 

In order to restore to some extent the 
former profitability of peasant farming 
and thereby to hearten the peasantry, 
and at the same time to increase the 
diminishing production of hogs, milch 
cows and fat stock, Goering found him­
self compelled in the middle of October 
to break away from his "fundamental 
principle of stability of prices" in respect 
of agriculture and to raise the prices 
for pigs, and fat stock for market and 
milch cows. The fascist press has com­
puted that this rise in prices, which must 
be borne partly by the consumer, partly 
by the middleman, will yield agriculture 
an additional income of about 400 000 -
000 Reichsmarks in the coming yea:. Bdt 
the Landware of November 3, 1938, 
stated with truth: 

"The damage caused by the present 
epidemic cannot be computed at the mo­
ment. But if it were to reach the same 
level [as 1920-21, that is 500,000 000 
Reichsmarks-E. H.] that would ~ean 
that the rise in the prices of milch 
cows and fat stock recently decreed 
would not suffice even approximately to 
compensate agriculture for the losses 
incurred by foot-and-mouth disease in 
one year." 
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What prospects does German fascism 
hold out for the future? The prognosti­
cations of the technical press are per­
vaded with a spirit of the profoundest 
pessimism. Die Deutsche Landwirtschaft­
liche Presse, for example, stated on No­
vember 12, 1938, after having quoted 
extracts from two articles by Reischle 
on the "difference in income between 
town and countryside": 

"No reference has yet been made as to 
the practical conclusions to be drawn 
therefrom. The necessity for the mainte­
nance of stable prices and wages in the 
town places limits on improvements in 
prices. A reduction in prices of agricul­
tural consumers' goods is regarded as 
essential and possible. What else can be 
done, apart from further rationalization 
of production, no one has yet discovered." 

The experts are therefore at their wits' 
ends, for they are certainly under no 
illusion as to the "reduction in prices of 
agricultural consumers' goods" promised 
at Goslar. The question of an effective re­
duction of taxation and cancelation of 
debts by the state is, for perfectly ob­
vious reasons, not so much as mentioned. 

In fact, no other course is open to fas­
cism but to continue to do what it has 
hitherto done; to blackmail agricultural 
workers and working peasants, by means 
of a terroristic campaign, to put in more 
and more unremunerative work, that is, 
to carry out the so-called "rationaliza­
tion of agriculture." 

By this is meant the compulsory in­
creased cultivation of root-crops at the 
expense of pasturage and areas devoted 
to the cultivation of green fodder, the 
compulsory increased cultivation of grain 
and corn, the cultivation of sweet lu­
pinus, and the obligation to obtain seed 
only from state-approved seed-breeding 
stations; the insistence on modern meth­
ods for the drying and conservation of 
fodder, the breeding of milch cows and 
pigs exclusively for fat, the compulsory 
rebuilding of stalls and manure heaps, 
the employment of the method of so­
called "family piece-rates" and "compe­
tition in production"; a sliding scale of 
wages according to individual output, 

and "loyalty premiums" for agricultural 
laborers. 

By the employment of all these meth­
ods fascism may perhaps be able, for a 
short time, to stave off the complete col­
lapse of agriculture. But even these are 
only palliatives; they demand of the 
peasants and agricultural workers an 
increased expenditure of labor which is 
beyond their and their families' physical 
strength. They are accelerating the 
genuine flight from the countryside; they 
are hastening the collapse of peasant 
agriculture, for they can only be em­
ployed effectively in the case of a unit 
of land and a volume of production be­
yond the limits of the family holding. 

On the long view, therefore, they will 
only serve to intensify the internal con­
tradictions of the fascist agricultural 
policy. 

FASCIST AGRICULTURAL POLICY HAS 

REACHED A CUL-DE-SAC 

This is why the fascist demagogues, 
apart from the very real threats ad­
dressed to the agricultural laborers and 
small peasants-recently Divisional Chjef 
Kiipers openly threatened to expropriate 
them and hand over their farms to the 
large peasants and to set up new "en­
tailed estates"-have been unable to 
make any but nebulous "demands" on 
anonymous individuals. But even these 
are not to the liking of monopoly capital, 
which plays such a decisive role in the 
Third Reich, and it has hastened to re­
ject them flatly. 

The section of the press which is in 
close association with big industry and 
the Ministry of Economics has made it 
abundantly clear that it regards such 
proposals or "demands" as outside the 
realm of discussion. The Deutsche Berg­
werkszeitung (November 30, 1938), in 
its leader on the "Reich Peasant Con­
gress," stated emphatically that the 
"leading personalities in the Ministry of 
Economics and of the Deutsche Allge­
meine Zeitung rejected any "compul­
sory diversion of labor. Industry, as ever, 
monopolized the labor market. The only 
concession that should be made on the 
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part of the state was the extension of 
the conscription of female labor, which 
was primarily intended to apply to "land 
service." The "demand" for a compulsory 
state cartel with tixecl prices was not 
even mentioned in the article. 

The Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung (De­
cember 3, 1938) headed its commentary 
with the illuminating caption: "Control 
of the Marketing Viewed From Two 
Angles." It insisted that even a compul­
sory regulation of the industrial market 
would by no means remove "the actual 
difficulties" of agriculture. The Deutsche 
Volkswirt, a periodical in close touch 
with Schacht, quite bluntly predicted that 
there would be "insuperable difficulties" 
in "extending market control" to in­
dustry. 

Thus on all sides the fasci~t tricksters 
who are bent on duping the peasants find 
themselves hemmed in, and that chiefly 
by the peasantry itself, which is no 
longer taken in as it was a few years 
ago by the phrases, promises, or even 
"demands" of Darre, Reischle and Co. 
The German peasants have become sus­
picious. Hitler and Darre are no longer 
regarded by the peasants as ultimate 

arbiters, or, indeed, by the Food Corpor­
ation officials. Some of these brown­
shirted bureaucrats are obviously not 
feeling any too comfortable. They ar<> 
nlready looking for an "alibi" for the 
moment when the German peasants shall 
rise up and demand a settlement of 
accounts. 

This was most evident in the speech of 
Kuper, who was given the thankless task 
of holding forth about a "healthy mar­
ket" in the present situation. The Food 
Corporation, the valiant fellow de­
claimed, would "be able to say" that it 
had "called attention to the danger in 
good time. And thus no one will be able 
to lay responsibility for the consequences 
on the Food Corporation." 

nut the gentlemen will find themselves 
out in their calculations. Neither the Ger­
man peasants nor the German workers 
arc going to allow them to evade their 
responsibility. It was not only the "spec­
ter of the decline of agricultural pro­
duction" that hove1·ed over the proceed­
ings at the sixth Reich Peasant Con­
gress, it was also the specter of the im­
pending revenge of a whole martyred 
people. 



The Struggle for the Youth in Nazi Germany 

BY M. LODE 

THERE is a country in the world 
where the youth is fortunate and 

free, in which all roads are open to 
youth and in which the struggle for the 
youth has been transformed into work 
for their welfare ar.d development. There 
is a country in the world where the 
youth is learning, learning and again 
learning; in which a well-educated and 
well-trained young generation is coming 
up in all spheres of life and in which the 
efforts and performance of the young 
benefit both th.?mselves and the whole 
nation. There is a country where the 
young people are surrounded by the 
loving care of the state and of the whole 
nation. That conntry is the Soviet 
Union. 

In all other countries of the world 
youth is subject to exploitation; in all 
other countries youth is engaged in a 
stubborn struggle against the exploiters 
and the authoritie~-a struggle which 
finds expression in all spheres of life. 
In all other countries a constant struggle 
is also going on for the conquest of the 
youth, for every political party, group, 
trend, etc., is attempting to win over as 
many young people as possible to its 
own side. 

How is the struggle for the youth 
being fought in Nazi Germany? 

Fascism has robbed the German 
people and with it the German youth of 
all democratic ri6hts and liberties. The 
struggle for the youth and the struggle 
of the young people themselves for their 
own interests are therefore very different 
from the struggle in democratic coun­
tries. German fascism smashed all youth 
organizations together with all militant 

and cultural orgat:izations of the Ger­
man people. With the assistance of the 
state and party machinery, the Nazis 
have created a close mesh of fascist 
youth organizations which have long 
since become compulsory instead of vol­
untary. 

Schooltime and Ieasure of the youth 
are so thoroughly organized that the 
young people of Germany are exposed 
without escape to fascist "education." 
The "educational" system of German 
fascism is devoid of any trace of free­
dom, democracy, humanity; it does not 
even aim at stimulating thought. Slavish 
obedience, unconditional submission to 
the "leaders," m!litr.ry drill, intellectual 
enslavement, falsehood and moral decay 
-such are the prominent features of 
fascist "education." 

What the fascists are aiming at is to 
permeate the German youth with the 
fascist spirit, foist upon them an ab­
solutely one-sid~d fascist way of think­
ing and isolate t!1em hermetically from 
every other infl 1J~nce. Even the influence 
of the pare:~ts-whose opinions the Nazis 
admit they are unable to control in all 
cases--over thP.ir children is to be 
eliminated. 

But however cunningly contrived the 
fascist network of organizations may be, 
however well-thought-out and precisely 
designed the fas~ist educational methods 
may be-all these machinations are un­
able to conceal the inner contradictions 
of fascism. For six years German fas­
cism has considered it expedient in the 
interests of its war plans that the in­
tellectual training of German youth be 
criminally neglected and all efforts con-

166 
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centrated in so-called "physical effi­
ciency." For six years now the fascists 
have been untiring in their efforts to 
influence and "educate" at least the 
young people of German to give them 
their loyalty. In this the fascists have 
been to a great extent unsuccessful des­
pite their compulsory organizations. 

The result of this political propaganda 
among the youth, which fascism deems 
far more important than training in 
general and special knowledge, has, in­
stead, led to a state of affairs which the 
entire fascist press is now driven to de­
plore. That press is loud in its com­
plaint about the catastrophic decline of 
the level of performance in the ele­
mentary schools, about the low intel­
lectual level of the younger generations 
and about the lack of skilled workers in 
every sphere. 

The fascists are now busy hatching all 
sorts of fantastic plans of reorganiza­
tion in order to prevent an even greater 
catastrophe, and are now appealing to 
the youth to devote themselves once 
again to study, etc. On the other hand, 
fascism is not in a position to allow the 
free intellectual development of German 
youth; it ~an not give them the necessary 
intellectual and scientific training be­
cause a young generation enlightened 
and educated to the pitch of thinking for 
itself and having a correct conception 
of history and a human outlook would 
constitute a danger to German fascism. 

This is why ever since the accession 
to power of fascism in Germany all the 
speeches and writings of leading Nazis, 
all decrees and ordinances repeat again 
and again that the most important task 
of fascism consists in training of the 
whole German people and especially of 
the German youth from earliest in­
fancy to "defensive militancy" and "true 
National-Socialism." This is why in 
July, 1938, when the appalling intel­
lectual decay of German youth had long 
since become evident, the representative 
of the Reich Ministry of Education, Herr 
Graeser, declared in Geneva at the in­
ternational educational conference: 

"An educational principle developed 
from the common experience of the 

struggle has been substituted for the 
humanistic ideals of education." 

But the German people does not share 
the views of the Nazi leaders. A con­
siderable section oi the German teachers 
by no means approves of this "educa­
tional principle" and is well aware of the 
catastrophe which is being conjured up 
by this very "principle." But the 
teae:hers who oppose this "educational 
principle" in any way, who object to 
the overcrowding of the curriculum with 
a flood of Nazi propaganda and military 
subjects, are being told very em­
phatically that they should not "in a 
petty spirit resist the spate of new ma­
terials" but ought to understand "the 
great political transformation of our 
epoch" which renders necessary the in­
clusion in the curriculum of all this "new 
material." 

What then were the results of this 
fascist "educational principle" in the 
German schools? The fascist press, in­
cluding the trade and economic journals, 
is complaining at and denouncing the 
bad examination results. Das Junge 
Deutschland ("Young Germany"), a 
fascist youth journal, dealing with the 
decline of the t!ducational level of ele­
mentary school children, commented 
with annoyance on the degree of pro­
ficiency shown by those of school leaving 
age at the entrance examination for the 
vocational school. The test was writing 
to dictation. 

1 2 3 4 
(Very (Good) (Suffi- (Poor) 
good) cient) 

All trades 
(male) .. 4.5% 20.9% 32.4% 42.2% 

Iron and Steel 
(male) 4.5 20.9 32.4 42.2 

Toolmakers 3.6 18.9 43.5 34.0 
Electricians 3.1 15.6 43.9 37.4 
Turners ... 3.2 16.9 42.6 37.3 
Shapers . . . . 1.9 10.1 31.7 56.3 
Locksmiths . 2.4 14.4 40.9 42.3 

In Kottbus at the entrance examina­
tions to the vocational school for com­
mercial apprentices 58 per cent of the 
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examinees were given "insufficient" or 
"poor" qualifications in arithmetic, and 
37 per cent the same qualification in 
German. In Rostock 25 per cent failed to 
pass in German and 36.7 per cent in 
arithmetic. How tremendous the de­
cline in the intelkctual performance of 
the youth really it can be judged only if 
one considers thai eight mistakes in 
twelve short sentences, or six mistakes 
in eight sums otill earn the qualification 
"sufficient." 

Das Junge Deutschland is compelled to 
admit that: 

" ••. the formation of German style is 
quite insufficient; the style often lacks 
clarity, conciseness and precision .... In 
spelling the lack of knowledge is great 
even in graduates of the higher school 
grades ... in arithmetic it is to be de­
plored that a part of the examinees were 
lacking in sufficient knowledge of the 
fundamental principles of arithmetic and 
the most elementary skill in calculation." 

The Essener Nationalzeitung of De­
cember 14, 1938, reported with great 
concern that "business men and the 
army ... are .Jissatisfied with the level 
of elementary knowledge imparted in 
the elementary schools to the young 
generation." 

But it is not only the elementary 
schools which show such miserable re­
sults. The vocational schools are no dif­
ferent. At the examinations held for 
shop assistants in Easter, 1938, the pro­
portion of those whose performance was 
qualified "poor" or "insufficient" was: 

Compo- Arith­
sition metic 

Chemnitz 
Hanover .............. . 
Stettin ................ . 
Leipzig 

21% 
25 
28 
34 

37<;; 
38 
35 
42 

These reports shGw that about 40 pel' 
cent of the children leaving the German 
elementary schools and about 30 per cent 
of the young people leaving the voca­
tional school do so with an utterly in­
sufficient elementary and vocational edu­
cation. Such were the results of the fas-

cist "education':ll principles" in the 
spring of 1938. 

To this alarm:ng intellectual decline 
of the German schuols is added a really 
catastrophic shortr.ge of teachers. Ac­
cording to data published in Das Junge 
Deutschland the number of full-time 
teachers (both n·ale and female) is 
185,000. In order to keep up this number 
a yearly influx of 7,500 new teachers 
would be needed. In 1938 there were, 
however, only 1,900 new teachers avail­
able. Saxony abne requires an annual 
recruitment of 400 new elementary 
school teachers but in the winter term 
of 1937-38 there were only 66 entrants 
for thjs course ;,f study at Dresden uni­
versity and only 65 ~t Leipzig. According 
to the figures given in the Deutscher 
Hochschulfiihrer (a guide to academic 
careers) of 1938 the total number of 
academic students preparing for a career 
as teachers (in all years) was 5,500 
in the summer term of 1937 as against 
8,000 in 1935-36. 

But it is not cnly the elementary 
schools which suffer from such a short­
age of teachers. The Gecondary schools 
are no better off. One result of this lack 
of staff is the overcrowding of classes. 
In 1936 63.3 per cent of all classes con­
tained more than forty pupils each. 
These are figures of the Reich Statistical 
Returns. At present the figure is higher 
still. The Monatsschrift fiir hoherc 
Schulen (Secondary School Monthly). 
in pointing out the lack of schools and 
teaching staff, rep0rts that 2,028 claso'CS 
(i. e., about 15 per cent of the total 
number of school classes in Prussia) are 
overcrowded and that there is a deficit 
of at least 1,500 chsses, corresponding to 
a deficit of 1,200 tPachers. 

* * * 
German fascism, having got itself into 

a blind alley by its present "educational 
principles,·• is no'.'t faced with the neces­
sity of reorganizing the school system. 
But this reor~anization is again a 
double-edged sword for the Nazis. They 
need educated and vocationally trained 
young people and this need is especially 
stressed in the economic journals of 
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Germany. But as on the one hand 
Nazism detests knewledge and thought 
and on the other has not sufficient teach­
ing staff at its d;~posal to fill up the 
gaps in the German schools and uni­
versities, the Nazi& do not propose to 
raise the educational level and give 
thorough vocational training. For po­
litical reasons ih~ Nazis think it more 
expedient to giv<:? an even stronger bias 
than hitherto in the direction of the 
"National-Socialbt spirit." 

The patent solntion for the problem 
is sought by fascism in the combination 
of the professions of teacher and youth 
leader, i.e., the "leaders" of the Hitler 
Youth who up to now had been trained 
only to incite the youth of Germany 
against anti-fasei1cs at home and abroad, 
against all those who are dissatisfied 
with the present state of affairs in Ger­
many, against th~ Jews and in general 
against other nations and races and to 
prepare that youth for the "coming pas­
sage of arms d the German people," 
are now to be employed ns teachers in 
German schools. 

What is to be gamed by this reorgani­
zation of the school~, a measure strongly 
advocated by the leadership of the 
"Hitler Youth"? First of all it is to en­
sure a "sharper elimination of un­
desirables in our school system" . • . 
"especially ns :t concerns not only the 
reform of the sd10ols but at the same 
time our heredity protection and race 
policy" (Esscn('r Nationalzeitung, Dec. 
14, 1938). This indicates that fascism, 
despite the consi<krable "elimination" 
already effected in the past, cannot rely 
on the present teaching staff to the ex­
tent it desires. 

According to data given in Der 
Deutsche Weg I a Catholic paper, No. 
52, 1938) there arc still in the schools 
a great number of teachers "who were 
already teaching before the new Ger­
man character wa:; discovered, to be 
exact, more than 6,000 secondary school 
teachers in Prussia alone," and in addi­
tion "about 46,000 Catholic clerics." 
These teachers, who still consider the 
"imparting of learning" as their primary 
task, are regarded as a menace by the 

Nazis. They also know that there are 
many more teachers in Germany who 
have no desire to become the tools of 
fascism. This is what L. Grunberg 
hinted at in his hook Defense and the 
Schools (p. 5.) when he wrote: 

"The coming passage of arms of the 
German people will be a test to show 
whether the Germar teaching profession 
has become a :.1seful part of the German 
nation in the Third Reich." 

These teachers, who still adhere in a 
greater or lesser degree to the old prin­
ciples of education, i.e., that part of the 
German teaching Jllofession who offer no 
absolute guarantee of the education of 
the youth in the :ascist spirit, are being 
described by the fascist press simply as 
"superannuated;" they are to be re­
moved and "Hitler Youth Leaders" put 
in their places. Fascism cannot permit 
the young people to be given "two kinds 
of education." They are to be educated 
according to one s~rdem, the fascist sys­
tem of the Hitler Youth, in order that 
no spark of intellect, ethics, humanity, 
decency or civilbation be kindled in the 
breasts of youth and that it may become 
a docile instrument in the hands of the 
fascists. 

But this is not the only reason why the 
leaders of the Hitler Youth are showing 
such a strong interest in the reform 
which is to put the teaching profession 
into their hands. Only too distinctly dis­
cernible are the material aspects of this 
"reorganization" of the school system 
from the point of view of the Hitler 
Youth. The Essencr Nationalzeitung in 
the article quoted above says about thi!> 
amonJir other thin~s: 

"The scanty budget of the Hitler 
Youth suffices for only a small number 
of full-time Hitler Youth leaders a 
number constituting less than 5 per ~ent 
of the number of full-time elementary 
school teachers." 

If the Hitler Youth leaders are ap­
pointed school te::ocl:ers as well, an im­
portant financial problem will be solved. 
In contemplating this prospect the lead­
ership of the Hitler Youth of course 
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denies its formerly frequently expressed 
opposition to the schools. The Reick Youtk 
Press Service recently printed a report 
on the "Conference of the School Dele­
gates of the Hitler Youth Areas" at 
which Lauerbacher, staff leader of the 
H.Y., refuted the notion that sometimes 
crops up and according to which the H.Y. 
"is hostile to the school." He said that al­
though the Hitler Youth and the schools 
exist side by side, they ought to work on 
the basis of the "same educational ideal" 
and that in the future only: persons 
would be permited to become teachers 
who had already shown their "educa­
tional abilities" in the Hitler Youth as 
leaders of small units. 

·The carrying out of this reform will 
probably not be delayed very long, for, 
according to the Essener Nationalzei­
tung, the principle that new recruits to 
the teaching profession are to be drawn 
from the Hitler Youth has already been 
put into practice in Saxony on the basis 
of an agreement between the Ministry 
for Education 2nd the district leader­
ship of the Hitler Youth. That the com­
bination of the teaching profession with 
the function of leader in the Hitler 
Youth meets with the disapproval of 
wide sections oi the German people is 
a matter of course. This "reform" will 
depre.ss the level of education even fur­
ther and cause the culture of the German 
youth to deteriorate even more. The 
Catholic paper Der Deuf){;che Weg, which 
sharply opposes the new school "re­
form," writes on the subject: 

"It is sufficient to know that in the 
near future German children in the 
primary and secondary schools are to be 
taught by the people who led the 'Hitler 
Youth' in the recent pogroms and in the 
riots in St. Stephen's in Vienna. Even 
for the most unbiased observer it re­
mains a shattering fact that the young 
generation of the nation of poets and 
thinkers . . . should be put under the 
care of persons who can hardly be called 
anything but the vanguard of the most 
appalling barbarism." 

If the Catholics regard the leaders of 
the Hitler Youth as the "vanguard of the 

most appalling barbarism" they have 
certainly ~very ri~ht to this opinion, for 
under the rule of fascism they have often 
had bitter personal experience of the 
way in which the Hitler Youth incites 
young people against Catholicism and 
how the youngst;:>.rs, at the command of 
their "leaders," who are now to be their 
teachers as well, not only organized 
shooting contests with the crucifix for 
their target but alsc manhandled Catho­
lic priests and-as it happened in con­
nection with the so-called plebiscite in 
favor of the uniform school---ordinary 
Catholic citizens. 

The Jewish pogroms in Germany, pur­
sued with the active participation of the 
Hitler Youth and the Storm Troops, also 
bear witness to the brutality which fas­
cism wants to instill into the young 
people of Germany. A further chapter 
of the story co.1cerns the beatings and 
torturing of defem;eless prisoners in the 
concentration camps; these crimes are 
being committed ntainly by young people 
at the orders of their superiors. The 
civil war maneuvers organized by the 
Hitler Youth in various cities of Western 
Germany and mentioned with approval 
by the fascist prees also go to show what 
the real nature of this organization is. 

The spiritual fare dished up to the 
members of the Hitler Youth at their 
club meetings consists chiefly of the 
reading aloud of fascist newspapers and 
of the communal reading of the ~orks of 
Hitler, Goebbels, Rosenberg, L~y and 
Schirach. The methods on which the 
training in the "Jungvolk" (junior sec­
tion of the Hitler Youth) and the Hitler 
Youth itself is built up are shown in 
the leading article printed in the 'journal 
Hitler-Jugend on October 29, 1938. The 
so-called training of the young people is 
carefully divided according to age. For 
the ten-year-olds "the imagination is to 
be inflamed by the deeds of the Germanic 
gods and heroes." The eleven-year-olds 
are to be shown "great German men 
such as Armin, Widukind, Frederick the 
Great and Bismarck" to serve as models. 
In the last year of the "Young People's 
Service" (junior grade of the H. Y.) 
the children are tcld of the "etl'~rts of 



THE STRUGGLE FOR THE YOUTH IN GERMANY 161 

the greatest men of the Nazi movement 
in the interests of Germany and es­
pecially of the life and struggle of Adolf 
Hitler." 

The whole system of training is meant 
to exalt barbarism and glorify the dic­
tatorship of a ~:ingle individual and by 
so doing to justiiy the present savagery 
of Nazidom and the dictatorship of Hit­
ler. In the subsequent years in the Hitler 
Youth ( 14 to 18-year-olds) the training 
of the youngsters is to "impart to them 
a clear idea of their people and of the 
political and philosophic objects of Na­
tional Socialism." 

In other words, the 14 to 18-year-olds 
are to be taught that Germany has not 
enough "living !"Oom," that the German 
supermen are destined to be the masters 
of Europe and uf a part of the colonies 
and that the youth of Germany has been 
chosen to help fascism to achieve all 
these objects. The future curriculum of 
the German schools will be much the 
same. What else cvuld one expect it to be 
if fascism considers that "about fourteen 
months of study at a university" is suffi­
cient "for the complete training" of a 
teacher. For almost every other trade or 
profession the minimum training period 
is still three years even after the latest 
ordinances. But the teachers, who are to 
impart to the whole young generation of 
Germany the fun:lamentals of learning, 
are themselves to be given a mere four­
teen months of trail!ing. The masters of 
the German schoals will in future be not 
teachers but drill sergeants. 

• • 
German fascism is not in a position to 

improve the quality of the young genera­
tion growiilg up in Germany. That is 
why the Nazis are now attempting to 
make up for deficient quality by in­
creased quantities of hands in the main 
branches of industry. But the solution 
even of this problem is none too easy for 
fascism. According to calculations of the 
German Labor Fr<>nt many trades need 
an annual replenishment of more than 2 
per cent if the pzesent degree of em­
ployment ls to be kept up. But as no 
such replenishment is available to satisfy 

the requirements of the trades in ques­
tion, the fascists are driven to introduce 
the compulsory 1-election of careers and 
to shorten the period of apprenticeship. 
Thus a number of trades (bakers, 
butchers, upholst.:!rers, bookbinders, etc.) 
have been closed to the young genera­
tion-no apprentices are admitted to 
these trades. On the contrary, the 
branches of industry working for arm­
aments (especially iron, steel and 
chemicals) are being allotted a corres­
pondingly greater r,umber of new hands. 
This measure practically abolishes the 
free choice of careers in Nr.zi Germany. 

According to thz intricate calculations 
of the German Labor Front the embargo 
on certain trades might give "approxi­
mately 80,000 new male recruits for the 
deficit trades." It is quite obvious that 
this embargo on ce:rtain trades benefits 
the big bourgeoisie, while the small 
manufacturer ·.md tradesman is brought 
even nearer to ecenomic ruin. 

The curtailment of the period of ap­
prenticeship fro;n four to three years, 
decreed by the Reich Economic Ministry 
on October 22, 1938, and against which 
under normal circJmstances there might 
be no objection, is hardly destined to im­
prove the vocational efficiency of the 
young generation. According to this 
decree apprentices who would have 
passed their test as journeymen in Oc­
tober, 1939, according to their articles, 
must now pass the test in January or 
February, 1939, and the apprentices 
whose articles bound them until April, 
1940, must finish their apprenticeship in 
October, 1939. 

Recent final examinations held by the 
Stuttgart Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry showed that 22 per cent of all 
shop assistants failed in the written ex­
amination. Of a tctal of 286 engineers 
and 21 precision mechanics only .7 per 
cent passed with thE' qualification "very 
good," while in 1937 this proportion was 
8 per cent. 

The German fascists, at a loss to give a 
plausible reason for the appalling ignor­
ance of the yo'.lng generation of Ger­
many, are of course attempting to put 
the blame for the bad examination re-
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suits and the general lack of culture of 
the young people on the youngsters 
themselves. In No-vember Schirach re­
proached the young people of Germany 
with "a specific laziness and idleness of 
their own" and thus gave the press its 
clue for its subsequent attitude. At pres­
ent the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung 
calls the youth such names as "lazy­
bones" and the Nat-ionalzeitung of Essen 
tries to stimulate the young people to 
more intensive efforts by writing (Jan. 
31, 1939): 

"True, a great deal of work is re­
quired for this [for this early examina­
tion] but what measure of the Four­
Year Plan does not require again and 
again a sustained effort and high de­
votion to duty?" 

The writer 0f this article is quite 
right. No measure of the Goering Four­
Year Plan but is calculated to extort 
from every German worker a maximum 
of effort and l)erformance, but these 
same measures c!o not afford the German 
workers any opportunity of obtaining 
higher earnings through such increased 
effort. True, the wl"iter of the article in 
the Essen Nationalzeitung throws out 
this bait to the apprentices, that by 
shortening their time of apprenticeship 
they will the sooner get ~ sldlled work­
er's wage; but he forgets to add that 
this is the first, last and only increase 
in wages the young people can expect 
for a long time. 

On January 1, 1939, the new shameful 
bill regulating the work of children and 
young people ca:11e into force. The intro­
duction to this bill gives away its real 
purpose, which is the increased exploita­
tion of children and juneviles. 

The whole bill consists of so-called 
principles-and expectations. "On prin­
ciple" the work of children is banned 
but "the exceptions to the rule relating 
to child labor both during the period of 
compulsory ~du~ation and after leaving 
school are so conceived as to exclude 
any damaging effect on the physical and 
mental development of the child." This 

is the comment fln the bill found in the 
Viilkischer Beobachter of January 5, 
1939. It is difficult to conceive a greater 
measure of cynicism and shamelessness 
than is displayed by the authors of this 
bill in these words. We do not want to 
enumerate here the work now done by 
children, but any Exploitation of children 
during and after school must be in 
some way damaging to the development 
of the child. 

This law is a direct contradiction to 
the noisy physical fitness campaign now 
pursued by the f:;:scists and to their 
campaign for the reduction of child 
mortality. 

Nor is the protection of juveniles in 
better case. "On principle" hours for 
juveniles arc limited to eight hours a day 
and forty,cight hours per week, but 
juveniles (allegedly only juveniles over 
sixteen) "employed in plants working 
in shifts in such clt)se contact with adults 
that their premature departure would 
cause a serious disturbance of produc­
tion" may be worked up to ten hours 
per day and fifty-fc.ur hours per week. 
Ten hours are clN·cribed as the maxi­
mum, but in the fixing of rest periods 
there is no longer any mention of such 
a maximum and the ruling is simply "for 
over nine hours sixty minutes rest time." 

The same article informs the reader 
that according tc the law apprentices 
are on principle not paid for overtime, 
while "juv.cnile workers are on principle 
given compensation for overtime to the 
extent of 25 per cent." 

Knocking-off time on Sundays and 
holidays is regulated by law so that 
"juveniles cannot on principle be re­
required to work after 2 p.m." but, for 
example, in the gll!ss industry, which is 
one of the industries injurious to health, 
"juveniles may he employed after 2 p.m. 
provided their labor is necessary to work 
up the glass in the furnaces." 

It is impossible to discover how juven­
iles are "protcct~d" by this legislation. 
Only one thing is cr.rtain: that the 
juveniles must ·work to the pitch of col­
lapse. This is .·equired by the Goering 
Four-Year Plan and this is required by 
the war preparations of fascism. That an 
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only too frequent ten-hour-day worked 
by juveniles does not contribute to the 
preservation of their health and the de­
velopment of their mental capacity is 
self-evident. 

• "' "' 
In 1939 German fascism is proposing 

to give its special attention to the "pro­
motion of health." The great propaganda 
campaign for "rural service" is also 
being carried 0n under the auspices of 
"health promotion." The Essen National­
zeitung of January 11, 1939, printed a 
propaganda article by H. Makowski 
headed: "What Do You Know About 
Rural Service?" In this article Herr 
Makowski appeals directly to the 
juveniles leaving school. He praises 
"rural service" t0 the skies on various 
counts and extois the splendid "ad­
vantages" of agricultural labor: 

"What is probably most important i~ 
that agricultural !~borers are healthy to 
the marrow. Their health is being taken 
care of by wind and "Weather, forest and 
field who have become their comrades, 
while many men and women must earn 
their bread in the cities in circumstances 
frequently far more damaging to 
health." 

By such methods the juveniles leaving 
school in March are to be persuaded 
that "rural service" is something splen­
did and that one becomes "healthy" there 
int.J the bargain. True, even Herr Ma­
kow~ki cannot help revealing a little of 
the real conditions existing in this "rural 
service:" 

"Rural service ;s not a game ... it is 
hard work and requires tough fellows. 
.. Here you must catch hold with a 

forceful grip and stick to it. Many a 
time one or the other boy will have to 
clench his teeth hard in the first days or 
weeks and many a girl fro~ the big 
cities is nearer weeping than laughing." 

That is quite true, not only for the 
first days or week3. Girls in particular 
who were compelled to join this "rural 
service" shed many a salt tear for in 
addition to the unaccustomed hard work 
which they must Jo for the farmers, they 

are also fair game for all sorts of 
morally corrupt fascist elements. It is no 
rarity that young girls of fifteen or six­
teen return pregnant to their parents, 
bringing fresh misery to their working­
class homes. The3e things, the immoral­
ity frequently connected with rural serv­
ice, are never mentioned in the fascist 
press. On the contrary, that press is do­
ing its best to persuade juveniles that 
if they are "industrious, efficient and 
thrifty" they may in time "with the 
assistance of the authorities be able to 
found a homestead of their own." 

This bait is a bare-faced piece of 
demagogy. In order to become "agricul­
tural assistants," juveniles must pass 
through a two years' "agricultural ap­
prenticeship" and on completion of this 
time pass a special examination. It is a 
remarkable fact that in Nazi Germany 
you must serve a two years' apprentice­
ship and pass an examination to be­
come an "agricultural assistant" but in 
order to become an elementary school 
teacher you need only fourteen months 
at a university ami a testimonial show­
ing that you have served a!J a "leader" 
in the Hitler Youth 

"' * * 
The fascists are making desperate 

efforts to bind the juveniles to their 
chariot-wh:!els, enslave them completely 
and freely dispo~e of them afterwards. 
For this reason the juveniles are taught 
as little as possible, are pressed into 
compulsory organiz&tions, are steeped in 
the fascist spirit in all its forms and 
phases and kept away as far as possible 
from all other influences. The fascists 
want a youth which jumps to attention, 
marches, obeys and shoots its own 
parents at the command of its leaders. 

But the millbns of German people 
want a young generation which is given 
sufficient elementary education and a 
good vocational tra;ning; a young gen­
eration which is allowed to choose its 
own careers and to develop free of all 
compulsion. The millions of the German 
people want a young generation which 
is intellectually free and morally decent 
and which regards its parents, its fellow-
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citizens and other nations with respect 
and friendship instead of hatred and 
hostility. 

This desire of the German millions 
must be made reality. Fascism must not 
be permitted to succeed in its design 
of enslaving German youth. Every 
decent-minded man and woman can con­
tribute to preserving German youth from 
fascist slavery. 

It is first of all imperative to 
strengthen family ties and the influence 
of the family as opposed to the influence 
of fascism. Draw the bonds of kinship 
closer, do not allow them to be loosened 
by fascism and make the family into a 
unit in the struggle against facism. 

Working class families in particular 
should carefully bar the entry of fascism 
into their homes. Working class parents 
should tell their children of the struggles 
of the working dass, of its sacrifices and 
its triumphs. They should help the 
young people to understand the heroic 
struggle of their ancestors, of their 
parents and grandparents. They should 
acquaint the youngsters with the objects 
of the working-clas~ struggle and show 
them the true heroism born of the 
struggle of the working class and the 
peasantry. 

Working-class parents should also tell 
the young generation of Germany about 
the life, the experiences and the 
struggles of the youth of other coun­
tries; they should tell them about the 
international youth movement and the 
common aims of the progressive youth in 
capitalist countries. They should in par­
ticular enlighten German youth on the 
life of young people in the Soviet Union, 
tell them about their happy life and 
secure future, about their participation 
in the building of socialism, about their 
heroism and their international feeling 
of solidarity. 

When the youth of Germany recog-

nizes that heroes are: not those who mur­
der defenseless women and children with 
aerial bombs, who drive defenseless Jews 
to their death or torture defenseless 
prisoners, but those who have the cour­
age to fight sincerely for the interests of 
their class against a bitter enemy; when 
they understand that there can be no 
"community of the nation" between ex­
ploiters and exploited, between wild 
beasts and peaceable human beings­
then fascism will not succeed in win­
ning over youth to its side. 

When youth sees clearly that in the 
long run not thoae who shout loudest are 
best suited to lead but those who know 
most; when they know that not lies but 
the truth, not barbarism but civilization, 
not slavery but freedom will win, then 
the fascists will not succeed in contami­
nating German youth with the fascist 
poison. The youth of Germany need en­
lightenment, they need knowledge, they 
must be stimulated and taught to think 
for themselves. Y ot:th which thinks for 
itself will recognize its right to freedom 
and will fight for this right. Youth which 
fights for true ideals will be able to 
carry with it other young people and 
finally win the victory. 

For this reason the youth of Germany 
should link up with the best revolution­
ary traditions of thf German people and 
especially of the German working class 
and carry on th~se traditions. Enlight­
enment and knowledge must be carried 
everywhere where young people fore­
gather, into the ~chools, the factories, the 
offices, the Nazi yc.uth organizations and 
the German army. It will thus be pos­
sible to explain to great sections of the 
German youth that their greatest enemy 
is fascism, National-Socialism. This 
knowledge will result in a strong fight­
ing alliance between young people and 
their elders, an alliance which is neces­
sary if fascism is to be beaten. 



A Book About the P.O.U.M. 

BY A. CLAIRE 

ON A picture we see the map of Ma­
drid as if under a veil. It is the 

"veil" of the close-meshed net with 
which the fascist spies covered the city 
so that the guns of interventionists and 
rebels find their mark. Then again we 
see a photograph, showing us the wall 
of a house on which there is an inscrip­
tion in large letters: the passer-by reads 
the inscription: "Government of Negrin, 
where is Nin ?" And under these words, 
popular humor has written in another 
hand, with unpracticed characters: "In 
Salamanca or in Berlin." The answer is 
apt indeed; 

This book, in which the text alternates 
with photographs of documents, letters 
in code and newspapers, is called Spy­
ing in Spain. The author is a man who 
for fifteen months fought in the ranks 
of the International Brigade for the 
cause of the Spanish people. He was 
twice wounded, at Guadalajara and on 
the Aragon front. At first he was an 
ordinary soldier. After he had heroically 
taken part in the school of war under 
the bullets and shells of the German and 
Italian interventionists he became com­
mander of a machine gun corps. 

He writes that he was never an au­
thor, just as, before his journey to 
Spain, he was never a soldier. He 
learned the art of war through proletar­
ian !'lolidarity with the People's Front of 
Spain and he learned the art of writ­
ing through the struggle against fas­
cism and against those who, at the 
orders of their fascist masters, spread 
confusion and destruction behind the 
lines of Republican Spain. The author 
of the book, Max Rieger, was moved 

to take up the pen by the same fra­
ternal solidarity with the Spanish 
people, fighting for the cause of all hu­
manity; he felt it his duty, as he says, 
"To report to the reader the truth about 
the struggle of the Spanish people 
against its foes." 

In Max Rieger's book there are no 
thrilling descriptions of battles and 
heroic deeds of the Spanish army and no 
fiery calls to arms. His style is dry and 
practical. In it, the author comes for­
ward as a true Public Prosecutor, who, 
with documents in his hand, establishes 
the following indictment: the so-called 
P.O.U.M. is not a party, not an organi­
zation of the working class, but a band 
of hired spies and traitors in the service 
of fascism. 

The author has gained this right to 
come forward as Public Prosecutor, by 
the blood he has shed for the cause of 
the Spanish people. This makes the book 
especially valuable. But this circum­
stance alone would not be sufficient to 
make a counsel. The counsel must make 
his accusations on a basis of facts, docu­
ments and pieces of material evidence, 
marshalling convincing proofs. The fact 
that this is done gives the book its great 
power of conviction. Max Rieger does 
not proceed from emotion, he convinces 
the reader by his inexorable logic, by 
documents and facts that cannot be 
refuted. 

In describing, in the first part of his 
book, the spying activities of the 
P.O.U.M. the author ~ubmits documents 
to the reader; the records of examina­
tions, decoded · messages of spies with 
exact information concerning people, 
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towns, villages and the disposition of the 
Republican forces. In these spy reports, 
all Franco's staff agents from the 
P.O.U.M. have symbols consisting of the 
letter "C" and corresponding numbers, 
C-18, C-21, C-23, etc. 

A spy reports to General Franco: 

"In performance of the commission 
you gave me, I went myself to Barce­
lona for the purpose of having conver­
sations with N- the leader of the 
P.O.U.M. I communicated all your in­
structions to him. The breaking-off of 
the connection between him and you is 
explained by damage to the radio sta­
tion, which, however, resumed its work 
during my stay in Barcelona. You must 
already have received the answer to the 
fundamental question. N- urgently re­
quests the international friends and you, 
that I shall be the only connecting link 
with him. 

"He promised me to send new people 
to Madrid in order to make the P.O.U.M. 
work active. After such reinforcement, 
the P.O.U.M. there, as in Barcelona, 
will form a firm and active basis for 
our movement." 

These sentences were written by the 
professional spy Golfin, with chemical 
ink and in cipher. 

After Nin's arrest there was found in 
the P.O.U.M. executive building in Bar­
celona a letter to Nin in which was 
written: 

"Generalissimo Franco's wife is in 
France. You remember that, in the last 
communication, the possibility was dis­
cussed that she should get into touch 
with Barcelona after a certain time? 
What possibilities would this open up for 
us in the matter concerning which Bon­
net spoke, with respect to the 'Quim' 
question?" 

"The international friends" . . . the 
wife of General Franco, and Nin. The 
same Nin who was arrested in Germany 
in 1921 and was released a month later 
while all others who were arrested with 
him were sentenced to several years im­
prisonment. The same Nin who, on the 
night of June 28, 1938, was released 
from prison in Republican Spain, by 
unknown persons in officers' uniform, 

when in the wallet lost by one of these 
persons documents were found which 
left no doubt that Nin's release was the 
work of agents of the German General 
Staff; that same Nin about whom cer­
tain people in the Second International 
were very anxious. Who is this Nin? 
Is he the leader of a "political organ­
ization," as the advocates of the Second 
International assert, or does he belong 
to those people who sat in the dock in 
Moscow, and whom Public Prosecutor 
Vishinsky accused in the name of the 
Soviet people, and to those people who 
sat in the dock in the United States, in 
the trial of the German spy organiza­
tion? 

Just as during the trial of the 
Trotskyite and Bukharinite agents of 
fascism the Second International de­
fended the criminal enemies of the work­
ing class, so this time, during the 
P.O.U.M. trials, Friedrich Adler and 
Louis de Brouckere considered it proper 
to address themselves to the Negrin gov­
ernment on behalf of the accused 
P.O.U.M. members. Whom did the rep­
resentatives of the Second International 
protect? To this question Max Rieger's 
book gives a clear and convincing 
answer. 

It is not possible, within the scope of 
a short article, to cite the whole of the 
rich evidence of documents and facts 
contained in this book. But one thing is 
necessary; to show what actually was 
represented by the P.O.U.M. and its 
paper Batalla. Was the Spanish nation 
here concerned "simply with political op­
ponents" or with the enemies of the 
Spanish people, with agents of Franco 
and the interventionists? Was Batalla 
the organ of "political opponents" or a 
gutter paper of General Franco? 

A whole series of provocations, the 
exploitation of legal possibilities for un­
dermining the Popular Front and the 
struggle against the Republican Army 
and the unified command, spreading of 
defeatism and false reports, kindling na­
tionalist opposition, impudent slanders 
against the Negrin government, actual 
distribution of Franco's leaflets-what 
is that? "Political differences of opin-
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ion" in the democratic camp or direct 
work on behalf of the fascist interven­
tionists? 

Two years have passed since General 
Franco sent out the invitations to the 
banquet in Madrid, which city, on the 
General's orders, was to be conquered at 
all costs by November 7, 1936. In No­
vember, 1936, the Madrid Parliament ex­
pressed the confidence of the people of 
Madrid in the government of the Popu­
lar Front. The first point of the "pro­
gram" which General Franco communi­
cated to the world was the dissolution 
of the Madrid Parliament. And, in com­
plete agreement with General Franco, 
the organ of the P.O.U.M., in an article 
published on December 2, 1936, full of 
slanders and insinuations against the 
government, demanded: "The Madrid 
Parliament must be buried." A resolu­
tion of the so-called Central Committee 
of the P.O.U.M. published in the Batalla 
demanded the immediate dissolution of 
both the Madrid Parliament and the 
Barcelona Parliament. 

What saved Republican Spain from 
destruction by the fascists? What has 
made it possible for Republican Spain 
to defend heroically for two and a half 
years its independence, freedom and de­
mocracy? "In the absence of the Popular 
Front, the Spanish People would long 
since have been inwardly disorganized, 
defeated and enchained by the fascists." 
(Dimitroff.) 

In October, 1937, after fifteen months 
of the struggle of the Spain of the Popu­
lar Front against the united forces of 
German and Italian fascists, the P.O. 
U .M. paper Batalla declared: 

"The Popular Front is an alliance 
without content and without strength, 
it could not frustrate fascism and could 
put up even less resistance to it than 
when it was plotting the rebellion." 

And this hostile slander was published 
while Spain, thanks to and under the 
leadership of the Popular Front, was 
able to hold out in Madrid, Valencia, 
Barcelona, Malaga, Albacete, Toledo, 
Almeria! 

The Popular Front in Spain was ex-

tended and strengthened. All true 
friends of Republican Spain greeted the 
union of the entire democratic youth in 
the ranks of the Popular Front as a 
notable victory of the unity of the 
Spanish people. The P.O.U.M. youth 
newspaper Juventud Obrera wrote: 

"We gather from the press that in 
Carthagena a decision has been taken to 
combine all the youth into a unified or­
ganization. We cannot believe it. It 
would be something monstrous, terrible, 
it would be inadmissible." 

The Popular Front is "the chief 
source of the power to defend" (Dimi­
troff) of Republican Spain. 

For many decades Spain had no ex­
perience of war. The Spanish republic 
had to forge its army in battle against 
the interventionists and rebels. The 
Spanish people was very quickly con­
vinced of the correctness of the teaching 
of the Communist Party: against a tech­
nically well equipped enemy, with great 
war experience at his disposal, enthusi­
asm and heroism alone were not enough, 
it was necessary to create a disciplined, 
trained regular army. 

And yet under the difficulties under 
which the regular army was trained, 
the P.O.U.M. spread, without ceasing, 
defeatism and ideas of surrender and in­
cited the masses against the government 
of the Popular Front and against the 
army. Even at the beginning of Decem­
ber, 1936, the Batalla wrote, "Rain, cold 
and snow make operations difficult on all 
fronts." And in order to conceal defeat­
ism under a mask of hypocrisy and at 
the same time to poison the masses with 
ideas of surrender, the paper continued: 
"The government must at once renounce 
the arrangement of negotiations for the 
conclusion of an armistice." And this ob­
vious provocation, the attempt to raise 
the question of General Franco's wish­
the conclusion of a so-called "armistice" 
-was persisted in the whole time. In 
February, in March, 1937, the paper 
writes again: "Workers, be on your 
guard, they are attempting to hand over 
Madrid to fascism in order to conclude 
an armistice." 
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The people of Madrid defended their 
city heroically. Fascist intervention as­
sumed ever increasing proportions and 
concentrated forces on other fronts. The 
P.O.U.M. hastened to General Franco's 
assistance and made the treacherous 
proposal to weaken the sectors attacked 
by the fascists. 

"We cannot allow the working class to 
go sacrificing itself for nothing" wrote 
the Batalla. "While the government has 
scandalously wasted time, it has also 
lost the best opportunity of turning Ma­
drid into the tomb of fascism .. Franco's 
army came to the gates of Madrid with 
a weak and extraordinarily extended 
rear guard. A general starr worthy of 
the name would then have been able 
suddenly to attack the enemy with su­
perior war material and artillery (which 
could have been withdrawn from other 
fronts, which i..; what the fascists do) on 
both flanks-Toledo and Andalusia." 

This is an open call to defeatism, a 
call to the soldiers to leave the front. 

The P.O.U.M. led an open attack 
against the formation of a regular army, 
hiding behind "Left" arguments. On 
December 16, 1938, the Batalla wrote: 

"The working class under cover of 
war needs cannot again allow an army 
to be formed which one day could be 
turned into an instrument for the sup­
pression of the working class." 

Led by the Popular Front, the Span­
ish people continued its glorious de­
fence of Spain's independence, overcame 
the greatest difficulties and the virtual. 
blockade and formed new armies. Then 
the P.O.U.M. changed its tactics. Under 
the disguise of hypocritical sympathy 
the P.O.U.M. slandered the Spanish 
people and attempted to exploit the dif­
ficulties. 

"Everywhere where the queues of 
women or men stand, as well as in the 
street cars and in the Metro, in every 
conversation, we hear that we have al­
ready lost the war. Above all it is al­
ready admitted officially that the last 
mobilization has not been successful 
and that the youth has no wish to go 
to the front. No one wants the war. 

Everyone is war-weary, that is the un­
happy situation today." 

And this was written at a time when 
the youth and the trade unions strength­
ened the republican army of Spain by 
a hundred thousand men, for Dolores ex­
pressed the true will of the Spanish peo­
ple in the inspired words, "To resist 
is to conquer." 

Every temporary defeat of single sec­
tions of the republican army aroused 
malicious glee among those sworn 
enemies, the P.O.U.M. and they contin­
ually invited surrender. "The govern­
ment is not interested in victory. It 
was not interested in defence of Bilbao 
and now is not in the least interested in 
the defence of Santander. This policy 
leads to armistice and to compromise 
with fascism." And every brilliant vic­
tory of the republican army was re­
ceived by these agents of Franco with 
gnashing of teeth. As true servants of 
their fascist masters, these Trotskyist 
bandits wrote, "The splendid, heroic re­
sistance of the warriors of Madrid, the 
brilliant victory at Guadalajara, the suc­
cesses at Posoblanco, J arama and Bel­
chite and the famous victory now won 
at Teruel mean very little in compari­
son with the defeats at Malaga, Bilbao, 
Santander and in the Asturias." 

The Trotskyist agents of fascism 
knew perfectly that the fraternity of the 
peoples of Spain, growing firmer every 
day, is a deadly danger for fascism. 
They strove with all their power to drive 
a wedge between the fraternal solidar­
ity of Catalonia and the Spanish people, 
and, foaming at the mouth, they waged a 
furious campaign against the forma­
tion of a unified Spanish army. In 
March, 1937, the Batalla wrote: "They 
have taken away the army of Catalonia. 
The P.O.U.M. cannot allow this and pro­
tests. . . . With reactionary obstinacy 
attempts are made to stifle Catalonia, to 
subject it in every respect to the Cen­
tral Government." 

With no roots in the masses, sensible 
of its powerlessness against the fra­
ternal unity and cohesion of all the 
peoples of Spain, the P.O.U.M. spread 
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provocative rumors and attempted to in­
timidate the population of Catalonia. 

'ICatalonia approaches the abyss ... 
the last act of the drama is beginning; 
the government of Catalonia will be 
liquidated and a governor will be ap­
pointed. Then houses will be seized by 
force, women will be outraged, all those 
who attempt to defend the freedom of 
Catalonia will be shot. Catalonia's pres­
tige is already destroyed . . . the Aara­
gon front is completely demoralized." 

Are not those lines which General 
Franco would reprint in all his leaflets 
with the greatest pleasure? Is it possible 
to conceive of a worse, a fouler provoca­
tion, of more harmful wrecking activity 
behind the back of the Republican Army 
and the country, struggling against in­
tervention? 

The P.O.U.M. endeavors to exploit 
the lower instincts and to incite 
the population of Catalonia against the 
refugees, robbed of roof and livelihood. 
"The refugees must account to them­
selves for the fact that, under the cir­
cumstances of the civil wars considering 
present difficulties, they can make no 
protest which would have the sole object 
of allowing them to live more comfort­
ably than they lived in their homes in 
Madrid." This was written by that self­
same Andrade who was so eagerly de­
fended by Friedrich Adler and de 
Brouckere. 

But the P.O.U.M. spoke a clearer lan­
guage too. While the workers of all 
lands protested against the criminal pol­
icy of "non-intervention" and the whole 
world had discovered with indignation 
the indisputable fact ·of the intervention 
of German and Italian fascism in Spain, 
the P.O.U.M. people wrote: 

"The people's Spain is not fighting for 
national liberation. It is not fighting 
against Germany and Italy but against 
its century-long oppressors. The destiny 
of Spain as an imperialist power does 
not interest the proletariat, which is not 
fighting against foreign armies in order 
to ensure the inviolability of national 
territory and its colonies. The foreign 

armies are not in themselves an instru­
ment of conquerors, as were the French 
armies of Napoleon." 

The Spanish people remembers with 
the greatest pride its heroic struggle 
against Napoleon's imperialist army. Its 
enemies on the General Staffs of the 
Reichswehr and of Mussolini's infamous 
legions, under the blows of the glori­
ous Republican army of Spain, had 
also occasion to remember these pages 
of glory in the history of Spain's strug­
gle against the invasion of Napoleon. 

The more the Popular Front was con­
solidated, the more obvious and indisput­
able before the whole world became the 
fact that the army of Spain was already 
formed and capable of victory, the more 
the Negrin government rejected all at­
tempts to force on Spain a shameful sur­
render, all the more insolent and open 
became the tone of Franco's agents. It is 
a straight road from the denial of the 
fact of fascist intervention to shameful 
slanders of the Soviet Union, the only 
great state which riot only broke with 
the shameful policy of "non-intervention" 
but which also stretched out a helping 
hand to the Spanish people. 

The P.O.U.M. issued a leaflet: "Span­
ish workers! Beware of the help of the 
U.S.S.R. Think of the real intentions 
of these newly-discovered 'friends.' 
Down with the intervention of Germany, 
Italy and the U.S.S.R. in Spanish af­
fairs! All three are serving their own 
interests at the expense of the Spanish 
people.'' 

Can there be anything more vile than· 
this comparison of the Soviet nation 
which supports the Spanish Republic in 
its fight for freedom, to the best of its 
ability, with the fascist robbers and mur­
derers who inhumanly slaughter the 
Spanish people, men, women and chil­
dren? Can there be anything viler than 
putting the noble Socialist Negrin on the 
same level with the fascist bloodhound 
Franco? The P.O.U.M. has committed 
this mean trick, too. The Batalla in an 
article entitled "Against Franco's Fas­
cism, Against Negrin's Fascism" wrote 
thus: "Franco is a fascist and Negrin 
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is also. They are of the same nature, 
and both are fascists, although of dif­
ferent character." 

The reader must pardon us for giving 
so many of these quotations of baseness 
but we are dealing with facts. Let those 
Pharisees who, in their telegrams in de­
fense of the P.O.U.M., wrote in passing 
that they know little about the P.O.U.M., 
refute these facts! 

Max Rieger's book contains an inter-· 
esting photograph. It shows the first 
page of an issue of the Batalla. One 
sees a manifesto in the most striking 
position, with a special border and 
printed in thick type. Impossible to re­
peat the infamous words which literally 
plaster the Soviet Union, Negrin and 
the Spanish people with filth and call 
on the fighters in the Republican army 
to go over to Franco. What is that? asks 
the reader. It is the full text of a proc­
lamation distributed by Franco at the 
front. The spies' paper published the 
fascist manifesto word for word and un­
derneath, in tiny type, the "explanation" 
that the manifesto has been reprinted 
only in order to show that the Requetes 
and Phalangists have a very lamentable 
idea of the Spanish workers! 

These are the kind of facts that Max 

Rieger presents. Even after the P.O.U.M. 
trial the book has not gone out of date 
and has not lost its actuality. The Trot­
skyite agents of fascism worked fever­
ishly in the days of. the Munich con­
spiracy. 

In France, Doriot's gang with their 
attempts to provoke pogroms and with 
their treasonous agitation against the 
mobilization of the French army, with 
their impudent defeatist propaganda, 
showed in a shameless manner whom the 
Trotskyites serve and whose orders they 
carry out. 

Maxton, the "leader" of the so-called 
Independent Labor Party in England and 
an assiduous friend and defender of the 
P.O.U.M., applauded Mr. Chamberlain 
without reserve, in the English parlia­
ment, after the Munich betrayal. 

In China the Trotskyite agents do the 
dirty work of the Japanese robbers. 

And Largo Caballero's clique too did 
not lay down its arms. In the eyes of the 
mass of the workers, of all honorable 
democrats, of all true friends of the So­
viet Union, of Spain and of China, Trot­
skyism, this gang of hired spies and 
murderers, these direct agents of fas­
cism, must be completely exposed. 

Max Rieger's book serves this end. 



The Third Five-Year Plan for the 
Development of the National Economy 

of the U .S.S.Rv * 

BY V. M. MOLOTOV 

I. RESULTS OF THE SECOND FIVE-YE\R 

PLAN AND BASIC TASKS OF THIRD 

FIVE-YEAR PLAN 

I AS A result of the successful fulfill­
• ment of the Second Five-Year Plan 

(1933-1937) the basic historical task of 
the Second Five-Year Plan has been ac­
complished in the U.S.S.R.-all exploit­
ing classes have been completely abol­
ished, all the causes that give rise to the 
exploitation of man by man and the di­
vision of society into exploiters and ex­
ploited have been completely eliminated. 
The most difficult problem of the socialist 
revolution has been solved: the collectivi­
zation of agriculture has been completed, 
the collective farm system has become 
firmly consolidated. "The first phase of 
communism, socialism, has been accom­
plished in the main" (Stalin) in our 
country. The victory of socialism is se­
cured by law in the new Constitution 
of the U.S.S.R. 

Socialist-state and cooperative-collec­
tive farms-ownership of the production 
funds, the implements of production and 
industrial buildings embraced 98.7 per 

*Theses for the Report of Chairman 
Molotov of the Council of People's Com­
missars at the Eighteenth Congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union (Bolsheviks), approved in the 
main by the Political Bureau of the C.C. 
of the C.P.S.U. (B). 

cent of all the production funds of our 
country by the end of the Second Five­
year Plan. The social system of pro­
duction became sole and supreme in the 
entire national economy of the U.S.S.R.: 
it embraced 99.8 per cent of the total 
industrial output; 98.6 per cent of the 
total agricultural production, including 
that of the auxiliary personal husban­
dry of the collective farmers, and 100 
per cent of trade. 

In accordance with the socialist recon­
struction of the country's economy that 
has taken place, the class structure of 
Soviet society has also changed. Work­
ers and office employees engaged in so­
cialist economy in the U.S.S.R. consti­
tuted 34.7 per cent of the total popula­
tion of the country in 1937; the collective 
farm peasantry together with handi­
craftsmen united in cooperatives, 55.5 
per cent, the army, students, pensioners 
and others, 4.2 per cent. Thus already, 
then, 94.4 per cent of the population of 
the country was occupied in socialist 
economy or closely connected with it. 
The remaining part of the population­
the individual peasants, handicraftsmen 
and artisans not united in cooperatives­
constituted only 5.6 per cent of the popu­
lation. Since then this section of the pop­
ulation has diminished still further. 

Socialist society in the U.S.S.R. is now 
composed of two classes friendly toward 
each other-the workers and the peas­
ants, the distinction between whom, as 
well as that between these classes and 
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the intelligentsia, is being effaced, and 
is gradually disappearing. The over­
whelming mass of the working people 
of the U.S.S.R. are active and conscious 
builders of a classless socialist society, 
communism. The victory of socialism in 
the U.S.S.R. has insured an internal 
moral and political unity of the people 
that has no precedent anywhere, a moral 
and political unity of the working people 
under the banner and leadership of the 
Communist Party and the Soviet power, 
that is capable not only of putting an end 
to the remnants of the hostile classes 
with their alien influences and giving a 
rebuff to any inimical encroachments 
from without, but also constituting the 
best guarantee for the further develop­
ment and flourishing of our fatherland, 
a guarantee of the victory of communism 
in our country. 

2. The principal and decisive economic 
task of the Second Five-Year Plan-the 
completion of the technical reconstruc­
tion of the national economy of the 
U.S.S.R.-has, in the main, been fulfilled. 

The production-technical apparatus of 
the country has been radically renewed. 
In 1937, more than 80 per cent of the 
entire industrial output was contributed 
by new enterprises built or completely 
reconstructed during the First and Sec­
ond Five-Year Plans; close to 90 per cent 
of all tractors and combines operating 
in agriculture were manufactured by 
Soviet industry during the Second Five­
Year Plan. The tasks of the Second Five­
Year Plan in the sphere of industry and 
transport have been fulfilled ahead of 
time. The Second Five-Year Plan was 
fulfilled by industry by April 1, 1937, i.e., 
in four years and three months; the de­
velopment of heavy industry being par­
ticularly rapid also during the Second 
Five-Year Plan. The Second Five-Year 
Plan for railway freight traffic was over­
fulfilled in four years. The most impor­
tant tasks of the Second Five-Year Plan 
in agricultural production, grain and 
cotton, have been also overfulfilled. 

As compared with 1932, the last year 
of the First Five-Year Plan, the output 
of industry had grown 120 per cent in 
1937, whereas the program of the Sec-

ond Five-Year Plan provided for a 114 
per cent increase. The average annual 
rate of increase of industrial output 
during the Second Five-Year Plan 
amounted to 17.1 per cent as against 
the 16.5 per cent provided for by the 
plan. 

Production personnel is successfully 
mastering the new technique developed 
in all branches of the national economy 
of the U.S.S.R. A major victory of the 
Second Five-Year Plan is the training of 
considerable cadres of Soviet intelligent­
sia needed in all spheres of socialist con­
struction and the promotion on a broad 
scale of new leading workers from among 
the Party and non-Party Bolsheviks in 
all branches of the national economy. 

The successes achieved in the field of 
mastering new technique are strikingly 
expressed in the Stakhanov movement. 
The development of socialist emulation 
in its highest form-the Stakhanov 
movement-has led to a mighty rise in 
productivity of labor in industry and in 
other branches of the national economy. 
The labor productivity in large-scale in­
dustry increased 82 per cent during the 
Second Five-Year Plan as against the 
63 per cent provided in the plan, and in 
the field of construction, productivity of 
labor increased 83 per cent in this period 
as against 75 per cent provided by the 
Second Five-Year Plan. The development 
of the Stakhanov movement and the nu­
merous splendid examples of conscien­
tious socialist labor of Stakhanovites, 
with their high indices of labor produc­
tivity, have created the prerequisites for 
a radical strengthening of labor disci­
pline in all our enterprises and institu­
tions, which is the indispensable requisite 
for high productivity of the labor of all 
working people and a guarantee of a new 
mighty development of communism in 
the U.S.S.R. 

To insure the fulfillment of the Second 
Five-Year Plan, it was necessary to 
wage a struggle against the remnants 
of the hostile class elements, hostile class 
influences in national economy, in cul­
tural upbuilding, in the whole of po­
litical life. To this end it was necessary 
first of all to wage a struggle for pro-
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tecting and safeguarding socialist, state 
and collective farm property against 
thieves and embezzlers of state and col­
lective farm wealth, against all and any 
accomplices of the class enemy and par­
ticularly against betrayers of the people 
in the person of the Trotskyite-Bukha­
rinite and bourgeois-national spies, diver­
sionists and wreckers working in league 
with foreign secret services, who became 
agents of the fascist secret police. Their 
treacherous work wrought serious dam­
age to a number of branches of the na­
tional economy of the U.S.S.R. The 
smashing of these espionage and wreck­
ing bands has cleared the path for fur­
ther and even greater successes of so­
cialist economy in our country. 

3. The task of raising the material and 
cultural level of the working people and 
increasing the level of consumption by 
the people to more than double, as pro­
vided by the Second Five-Year Plan, has 
been likewise fulfilled. 

The number of workers and office em­
ployees engaged in all branches of the 
national economy increased by 17.6 per 
cent during the Second Five-Year Plan. 
The average annual earnings of workers 
and office employees throughout the na­
tional economy rose 113.5 per cent in 
1937 as compared with 1932, i.e., was 
more than doubled. The wage fund for 
workers and office employees rose 150 
per cent instead of 55 per cent fixed in 
the Second Five-Year Plan, i.e., in­
creased two and a half times. State ex­
penditures on cultural and everyday ser­
vices to workers and office employees 
(education, health protection, etc), in­
creased during these years from 4,400,-
000,000 rubles to 14,000,000,000 rubles, 
i.e., more than trebled. The material well­
being of collective farmers considerably 
improved during the years of the Second 
Five-Year Plan. The gross income of 
collective farmers increased more than 
2.7 times in four years (1933-1937) and 
the money income distributed among col­
lective farmers for workday units in­
creased 4.5 times during those years. 

In 1937, the production of consumers' 
goods was more than doubled as com­
pared with l!l32. The output of a num-

her of important products and articles 
of mass consumption was not only 
doubled but even trebled. State and co­
operative trade was more than trebled 
during the years of the Second Five­
Year Plan and, together with collective 
farm trade, increased from 47,800,000,-
000 rubles in 1932 to 143,700,000,000 
rubles in 1937. The non-fulfillment of the 
tasks of the Second Five-Year Plan in 
reduction of retail prices of consumers' 
goods has been more than compensated 
for by the increase in the wages of work­
ers and office employees, which have risen 
considerably in excess of the figure pro­
vided in the Five-Year Plan, as well as 
by the considerable rise in the money in­
come of collective farms and collective 
farmers. 

A veritable cultural revolution was 
carried through during the years of the 
Second Five-Year Plan in the U.S.S.R. 
The number of pupils in elementary and 
secondary schools rose from 21,300,000 
to 29,400,000, the number of pupils in 
the fifth to seventh grades having 
doubled and that of the eighth to tenth 
grades having increased fifteen times. 
The number of students in higher educa­
tional institutions increased to 550,000. 
cultural development of the peoples of 
other spheres as well. 

Considerable successes were achieved 
in all the Union republics of the U.S.S.R. 
in industrialization and in raising the 
material and cultural level of the popu­
lation, in developing national, Bolshevik 
cadres, in the rise of all national culture 
which is socialist in content. Particularly 
rapid was the rate of the material and 
cultural development of the peoples of 
the Soviet East. 

:.. On the basis of the victorious ful­
fillment of the Second Five-Year Plan 
and the socialist successes gained, the 
U.S.S.R. has entered a new phase of 
development in the Third Five-Year Plan 
period, a phase of the completion of the 
building of a classless socialist suciety 
and the gl·a,.dua1 transition _f1·om .~ocial­

ism to communism, when the communist 
education of the working peopli.', the 
overcoming of the survivals of capitalism 
in the consciousness of the people who 
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are building communism, assumes de­
cisive importance. 

One must not, however, underestimate 
the difficulties in solving this gigantic 
task, particularly in the conditions of the 
hostile capitalist encirclement. Moreover, 
notwithstanding the successful fulfill­
ment of the First and Second Five-Year 
Plans, notwithstanding the record rate 
of development of our industry, notwith­
standing the fact that industry in the 
U.S.S.R. has ~urpassecl the foremost 
capitalist countries in the technique of 
production-notwithstanding all this, we 
have not yet overtaken the more devel­
oped capitalist countries from the eco­
nomic standpoint. 

The U.S.S.R. has become an eco~omi­
cally independent country which provides 
its national economy and the needs of 
defense with all the necessary technical 
equipment. The industry of the U.S.S.R. 
holds first place in the world for the rate 
of its development. While the industry 
of capitalist countries, after the grave 
economic crisis which began at the end 
of 1929, had barely reached 103.5 per 
cent of its 1929 level in 1937 and has 
again slid down since the second half of 
1937 owing to the new economic crisis, 
all of large and small-scale indu~try in 
the U.S.S.R. attained 371 per cent of the 
1929 level in 1937, while large-scale in­
dustry in the U.S.S.R. reached 428 per 
cent of ~his level, which means an in­
crease in the output of large-scale in­
dustry to more than seven times that of 
the pre-war period. In 1938, the output 
of the entire industry of the U.S.S.R. 
increased by another 11 per cent as com­
pared with the preceding year, attaining 
412 per cent of the 1929 level, and that 
of large-scale industry, as much as 477 
per cent of the 1929 level, while in the 
countries of capitalism industrial pro­
duction in 1938 declined by 13.5 per cent 
as against the preceding year, dropping 
to 91 per cent of the 1929 level. 

As distinct from capitalism under 
which, with its great unevenness of de­
velopment in each country, there was no 
increase in industry as a whole in the 
past decade, but a noticeable decline in 
industrial production, in the U.S.S.R. we 

have had a steady and rapid rise in in­
dustry, a high rate of growth of indus­
trial production from year to year. In 
view of the fact, however, that our coun­
try was economically extremely backward 
in the past, the level of development of 
industry in the U.S.S.R., from the stand­
point of the volume of output per capita 
of the population, is even now con­
siderably below that of the technically 
and economically more developed capital­
ist countries of Europe and that of the 
United States. It is known that the indus­
trial output per capita of the population 
in our country is considerably less than 
that of such countries as the United 
States of America, Great Britain, Ger­
many or France. For example, by the 
end of the Second Five-Year Plan, the 
production of electric power per capita 
of the population in the U.S.S.R. was 
less than half as much as in France, 
almost one-third the output of Britain, 
3.5 times Jess than in Germany, and 5.5 
times Jess than in the U.S.A.; pig iron, 
Jess than half as much as in Britain or 
France, 2.5 times less than in Germany 
and one-third as much as in the U.S.A.; 
steel, almost half as much as in France, 
almost one-third as much as in Britain 
or Germany and almost one-fourth as 
much as in the U.S.A.; coal, per capita 
of population in the U.S.S.R., was some­
what less than in France and consider­
ably less than in the United States, 
Britain or Germany. 

The U.S.S.R. still lags behind also in 
regard to the volume of production per 
capita of the population of such manu­
factured goods as textiles, paper, soap 
and certain other articles. 

This insufficiency in the volume of in­
dustrial output in the U.S.S.R. as com­
pared with the technically and economi­
cally more developed capitalist countries 
must be completely eliminated to secure 
the complete success of communism in 
its historical contest with capitalism. 

5. Now that the U.S.S.R. has devel­
oped into a socialist state, has in the 
main completed the technical reconstruc­
tion of the national economy and is in 
advance of any capitalist country of 
Europe with respect to the level of pro-
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duction technique in industry and agri­
culture-now we can and must undertake 
practically and in its full scope the real­
ization of the fundamental economic 
task of the U.S.S.R.: to overtake and 
surpass the more developed capitalist 
count?·ies of Europe and America eco­
nomically as well, and completely solve 
this problem in the immediate future. 

This requires a further considerable 
growth of the technical equipment of all 
branches of the national economy, and, 
consequently, the maximum development 
of machine building and the whole of 
heavy industry; a resolute improvement 
of the entire organization and technology 
of production, combined with the exten­
sive introduction of the latest achieve­
ments of science and of inventions; the 
quantitative and, particularly, the quali­
tative growth of industrial personnel and 
the high mastery of technique in indus­
try, transport and agriculture. In accord­
ance with Lenin's teaching that "pro­
ductivity of labor is, in the final analysis, 
the most important, the principal factor 
for the victory of the new social system," 
we must secure the maximum develop­
ment of socialist emulation and the 
Stakhanov movement, the steady 
strengthening of labor discipline in all 
enterprises and institutions, in all collec­
tive farms; we must insure a high pro­
ductivity of labor on the part of work­
ers, peasants and the intelligentsia, a 
productivity of labor worthy of a social­
ist society. 

At the same time it is essential to in­
sure such a growth of the national in­
come and the development of commodity 
circulation as to raise conS7tm]Jtion by 
the population one and one-half to two 
times during the Third Five-Year Plan 
period. To this end, along with an accel­
erated rise in heavy and defense indus­
try, it is essential to develop fully the 
efforts to increase production of articles 
of general consumption and food prod­
ucts, as well as to insure the possibility 
of a corresponding growth in the real 
wages of workers and office employees 
and a growth in the income of the col­
lective farmers. 

In accordance with these basic tasks 

of the Third Five-Year Plan, it is essen­
tial to insure a considerable rise in the 
cultural level of the entire mass of urban 
and rural working people, to accomplish 
an important stride forward in the his­
torical task of raising the cultural and 
technical level of the working class, the 
advanced and leading force of the social­
ist society, to the le7Jel of engineers and 
technicians. 

The gigantic growth of industry and 
of the national economy as a whole in 
the Third Five-Year Plan period and the 
need of insuring its further uninter­
rupted rise in accordance with the gen­
eral state plan, especially under condi­
tions of the growing aggressive forces 
of imperialism surrounding the U.S.S.R., 
demand the creation of large state re­
serves, primarily, of fuel, electric power 
and certain defense industries, as well 
as the development of transport, cor­
rectly distributed in the proper districts 
of the country, the elimination of un­
productive and long hauls and providing 
the basic economic centers of the country 
with the maximum resources on the spot. 

The Eighteenth Congress of the Com­
munist Party of the Soviet Union (Bol­
sheviks) approves the following tasks of 
the Third Five-Year Plan for the de­
velopment of the national economy of the 
U.S.S.R. submitted by the State Plan­
ning Commission of the U.S.S.R. and 
adopted by the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(Bolsheviks) and the Council of People's 
Commissars of the U.S.S.R. 

II. PLAN FOR THE INCREASE OF 

PRODUCTION UNDER THE THIRD 

FIVE-YEAR PLAN 

1. To set the volume of output of all 
industry in the U.S.S.R. for 1942, the 
last year of the Third Five-Year Plan, at 
180,000,000,000 rubles (in price~ of 1926-
1927), as compared with 95,000,000,000 
rubles in 1937, that is, an 88 per cent in­
crease in industrial output under the 
Third Five-Year Plan. 

The average annual rate of increase 
of industrial output in the U.S.S.R. under 
the Third Five-Year Plan is to be 13.5 
per cent; the average annual increase in 
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the output of means of production to be 
15.2 per cent and in the output of articles 
of consumption, 11 per cent. 

bringing the variety of types and sizes 
up to 800. 

2. To establish the following volume 
of output for the most important 
branches of industry in 1942, the end of 
the Third Five-Year Plan: 

To overcome the relative lag in the 
power-machinery industry behind the 
ever-growing requirements of the na­
tional economy of the U.S.S.R. To in­
crease the output of steam turbines 4.8 

All industry (in 1926-1927 prices) in millions of rubles .... 
Including: 

Production of means of production ................. . 
Production of articles of consumption ............... . 

Machinery and metal-working industry (in 1926-1927 prices) 
in millions of rubles .............................. . 

Trunk-line locomotives (in terms of the type "E" and "SU" 
locomotives), in units ............................. . 

Freight cars (in terms of two-axle cars), in units ......... . 
Automobiles, in units ................................. . 
Electric power, in millions of kilowatt hours .............. . 
Coal, in millions of tons ............................... . 
Crude oil and gas, in millions of tons ..................... . 
Peat, in millions of tons ................................ . 
Pig iron, in millions of tons .............................. . 
Steel, in millions of tons ............................... . 
Rolled steel, in millions of tons .......................... . 

Including high-grade steel, in millions of tons ......... . 
Chemical industry (in 1926-1927 prices), in millions of rubles 
Cement, in millions of tons .............................. . 
Timber, hauled in millions of cubic meters ................ . 
Lumber, in millions of cubic meters ...................... . 
Paper, in thousands of tons ............................. . 
Cotton fabrics, in millions of meters ..................... . 
Woolen fabrics, in millions of meters ..................... . 
Leather footwear, in millions of pairs .................... . 
Sugar and granulated sugar, in thousands of tons ......... . 
Canned goods, in millions of tins ........................ . 

1942 in% 
1942 of 1987 

180,000 188 

112,000 203 
68,000 169 

62,000 225 

2,090 132 
90,000 153 

400,000 200 
75,000 206 

230 181 
54 177 
49 206 
22 152 
27.5 156 
21 162 

5 199 
13,400 227 

10 183 
200 180 

45 156 
1,300 156 
4,900 142 

175 167 
235 143 

3,500 144 
1,800 206 

3. To insure the introduction of ad­
vanced technique in all branches of the 
national economy and in all branches 
of defense of the U.S.S.R. in accordance 
with the present-day requirements of the 
state, by developing to the utmost ma­
chine building, which plays the leading 
part in the technical equipment of the 
national economy. To increase the out­
put of the machine-building industry 
2.25 times by the end of the Third Five­
Year Plan, that is, considerably above 
the general growth of industry. To in­
sure the production of all types of ma­
chine tools, radically increasing the pro­
portion of special and highly productive 
machinery, particularly of automatic 
machinery. To increase the output of 
metal-working machine tools to 70,000 by 
1942, as compared with 36,000 in 1937, 

times during the Five-Year Plan and 
that of steam boilers 4.6 times. To ex­
tend in every way the production of 
medium-sized and small turbines of a 
capacity of 12,000 kw. and less, and in­
crease their share in the total output. 
To master the production of the high­
power hydro-turbines for the K~ibyshev 
Hydroelectric Development. 

To devote particular attention to the 
development of the production of port­
able engines, stationary and marine 
diesel engines, in the first place high­
speed engines and also gas engines. All 
machinery in the timber industry; as well 
as a considerable part of the tractors 
used in agriculture and also automobiles 
to be equipped with gas generator en­
gines. 

To overcome the lag in the production 
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of machinery and mechanized equipment 
for the building industry as well as in 
the output of tools, for this industry. 

The production of complex apparatus 
and equipment for the chemical industry 
is to be accelerated so as fully to insure 
its development on a broad scope. To 
master the production of new types of 
machinery for cotton and woolen mills, 
to overcome the lag in the production 
of weaving equipment. increasing the 
output of ring-spinning frames six times 
by the end of the Third Five-Year Plan. 
To provide marine transport with all 
types of modern vessels and to create for 
the shipbuilding industry a production 
capacity sufficient for insuring home 
manufacture for the growing needs of 
marine and river transport of the 
U.S.S.R. To extend the production of 
apparatus for automatic and remote con­
trol. 

4. To develop in every way the coal 
and oil industries, which form the fuel 
base for the entire national economy of 
the country. The mining of coal is to be 
developed to a level not only covering 
the current needs of the country but 
also enabling the setting up of industrial 
stocks and of state reserves. To secure 
the highest rate of development of coal 
mining in the coal districts of the Urals, 
the Moscow Basin, in the Far East and 
Central Asia, increasing there the out­
put of coal during the Third Five-Year 
Plan as follows: in the Urals, 2.8 times, 
in the Moscow Basin, 2.4 times, in the 
Far East, 2.5 times and in Central Asia, 
4.4 times. The mining of lignite is to in­
crease 2.6 times in the course of the 
Third Five-Year Plan. New bases for 
the mining of local coal in all regions 
of the country are to be set up, even 
in places where the deposits are small, 
and, as these develop, to transfer enter­
prises of local industry, public utilities, 
schools, hospitals and offices from long­
haul fuel to loc·al fuel. To complete all­
around mechanization of coal mining in 
all coal districts of the country, and to 
organize coal mining on the basis of 
scheduled cycle work, the foundation of 
the miners' Stakhanovite productivity of 

labor, introducing it into all coal districts 
of the country. 

To establish a new oil center, a "sec­
ond Baku," in the region between the 
Volga and the Urals. The program for 
oil extraction and oil refining is to be 
insured by a rapid development in geo­
logical surveys, the introduction of ad­
vanced technique in the extraction and 
processing of oil: rotary drilling, pres­
sure drilling, compressor extraction and 
pumping of deep wells, the closed method 
of exploitation, retaining the volatile 
gases and extracting benzine from them. 
To build a network of oil pipelines and 
oil stores, particularly in the Eastern 
districts of the U.S.S.R. 

To develop the peat industry, particu­
larly in such provinces as lvanovo, with 
the aim of reducing the hauling of coal 
over long distances. Also to increase in 
every way the utilization of shale. 

To develop widely the gasification of 
all types of fuel and the underground 
gasification of coal, turning underground 
gasification of coal into an independent 
branch of industry in the Third Five­
Year Plan period. The production of gas 
at oil and gas fields is to be increased 
3.5 times during this period. A number 
of stations for the industrial under­
ground gasification of coal in the Donbas, 
the Moscow Basin and in the Eastern 
part of the U.S.S.R. are to be built and 
put into operation: the gas obtained is to 
be utilized for the power industry, chemi­
cal industry and communal services. To 
develop the utilization of coke and blast 
furnace gases by constructing a network 
of gas pipelines, in the Donbas in the 
first place. 

To establish a synthetic liquid fuel in­
dustry based on the hydrogenation of 
solid fuels, in the East, in the first place, 
and also on the production of synthetic 
liquid fuel from gas. 

5. To eliminate in the sphere of 
electricity the existing partial dispropor­
tion between the great expansion of in­
dustry and the insufficient increase in 
capacity of electric power stations, so 
that the increase in electric power ca­
pacity should not only outstrip the 
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growth of industry but also insure the 
establishment of considerable electric 
power reserves. In accordance with this, 
the total capacity of electric power sta­
tions is to be increased 2.1 times during 
the five years. As regards the construc­
tion of heat and power plants, to go over 
to the construction of small and medium­
sized power stations of 25,000 kw. and 
less. To condemn as incorrect and harm­
ful to the national economy the enthu­
siasm for large power plants to the 
detriment of the medium-sized and small 
one. The capacity of district heat and 
power stations is to be approved in each 
instance by the government. To widely 
introduce the latest power technique, 
high pressure and superheating of steam, 
employment of the latest heat and power 
turbines and automatizing of all the 
basic production processes in power sta­
tions and transmission lines. 

6. To transform the chemical indus­
try into one of the leading branches of 
industry, fully satisfying the require­
ments of the national economy and the 
defense of the country. The Third Five­
Year Plan is a five-year plan of chemis­
try. The Congress resolves to increase the 
production of the chemical industry 2.3 
times, that is, considerably above the 
rise in industry as a whole. The produc­
tion of sulphuric and nitric acids, syn­
thetic ammonia, artificial fiber and com­
position materials to be increased con­
siderably. To set up new branches of 
organic synthesis (synthetic alcohol, 
acetic acid and others) on the basis of 
utilizing the by-products of oil refining, 
the production of rubber, coke and nat­
ural gases. To insure a strict technologi­
cal regime in all branches of the chemi­
cal industry and the steady introduction 
of the latest achievements: intensifica­
tion of chemical production, the going 
over from a periodic process to a con­
tinuous one, the utilization of high pres­
sures and the development of electro­
chemical methods. To mechanize proc­
esses requrrmg heavy labor in the 
chemical industry and to develop the 
automatization of production. 

7. To achieve a steady and important 
rise in production in the field of iron and 

steel, the development of which deter­
mines, to a great extent, the growth of 
all industry and the national economy 
and consequently requires special and 
constant attention for expanding its pro­
duction capacities. The Third Five-Year 
Plan is a plan for special steels. The 
Congress resolves to double the output 
of high grade rolled steel and to insure 
a sharp increase in the output of special 
steels: hard alloys, stainless, acid and 
heat-resisting, tool, precision and trans­
former as well as ferro-alloys. To de­
velop widely the smelting of charcoal 
pig iron from ores free from sulphur 
and phosphorus. To overcome the harm­
ful specialization of the rolling mills, 
introduced by wreckers, which led to 
crisscross shipments and long hauls, and 
to insure the rolling of the more common 
grades of metal in the basic metallurgi­
cal centers of the country. To establish 
a new iron and steel base in the Far 
East with a complete metallurgical cycle 
of production to provide for all the needs 
of the local machine-building industry. 
To increase, during the five years, the 
share of the Eastern districts of the 
U.S.S.R. in the production of pig iron 
from 28 per cent to 35 per cent of the 
country's total production. 

8. To increase the output of non­
ferrous metals to a level insuring the 
satisfaction of the rapidly growing re­
quirements of the national economy and 
defense of the country. In 1942 the pro­
duction of copper is to be increased 2.8 
times, that of aluminum (including 
silumin), 3.3 times, as compared with 
1937. To insure high rates of develop­
ment of the production of lead, zinc, 
nickel, tin, magnesium, tungsten and 
molybdenum. To widely introduce sub­
stitutes for non-ferrous metals into all 
branches of machine building. 

9. To do away with the lag of the 
timber industry. To carry out an exten­
sive all-around mechanization of all pro­
duction processes in lumber camps, based 
on gas-generator and steam engines. To 
utilize to the maximum the seasonal ad­
vantages of felling timber in the winter, 
insuring at the same time the production 
of timber the year round. To set up large 
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stocks of air-dried wood at lumber yards. Plan, a growth which is to insure in 1942 
To develop in every way the paper and a 62,000,000,000 ruble increase in indus­
the wood-chemical industry, particularly trial output, as compared with 1937, as a 
the hydrolysis of wood. result of greater labor productivity alone. 

10. The Congress resolves to increase (b) An 11 per cent reduction in the 
the output of consumers' goods 1.7 times cos~ of industrial production during the 
during the Third Five-Year Plan. five years (in 1937 prices), a reduction 

In light industry to fully utilize the which is to insure to the state a saving 
augmented resources of raw materials of 21,000,000,000 rubles in 1942 as com­
for increasing production, extending the pared with 1937. 
assortment and raising the quality of It is necessary to raise in every way 
output, and for simultaneously estab- the quality of the output in all branches 
lishing the necessary stocks of raw mate- of industry, to organize a struggle 
rials. To eliminate the disproportion be- against waste in production, to reduce 
tween the preparatory and spinning the norms of expenditure of raw rna­
shops and also between weaving and terials, supplies, fuel and electric power. 
spinning, which lags behind. To perfect 13. The Eighteenth Congress of the 
technically the equipment of the cotton_ Comm~ni~ Party. of- the Soviet Union 
goods industry: to introduce high speed -(Bolsheviks) fixes a rise in output of all 
and single-process machines, instruments agriculture from 19,800,000,000 rubles in 
for fast spinning and automatic looms. 1937 (in 1926-1927 prices), to 30,200,-

In the food industry to considerably 000,000 rubles in 1942, that is, an in­
enlarge the assortment of products, par- crease of 53 per cent. The Congress fixes 
ticularly of the higher and first grades, the following tasks for the most impor­
to improve the quality of the manu- tant branches of agriculture: 
factured products and to set up mass (a) With respect to g"'ain, to secure 
production of delicatessens and of semi- an average annual harvest of 7,000,000,­
prepared foods. To resolutely overcome 000 poods (one pood equals 36 lbs.-Ed.) 
the lag in the fish industry. under the Third Five-Year Plan as com-

11. To develop in every way local in- pared with an average annual harvest 
dustry and the producers' cooperatives, of 5,500,000,000 poods under the Second 
which are an important source for satis- Five-Year Plan, that is, an increase of 
fying the growing needs of the working 27 per cent. 
people. Considering the fact that their (b) With respect to industrial crops in 
present rate of expansion is insufficient, 1942; sugar beet, a harvest of 30,000,000 
to achieve in the course of the Five- tons, with an average yield of 25 tons 
Year Plan no less than a doubling in the per hectare (a hectare equals 2.47 acres 
output of local industry and producers' -Ed.); raw cotton, 3,290,000 tons, with 
cooperatives. Alongside the increase in an average yield from irrigated fields of 
the production of consumers' goods, which 1.9 tons per hectare; flax fiber, 850,000 
is the main task of local industry and the tons, with an average yield of .46 tons 
producers' cooperatives, it is necessary to per hectare. 
develop to the utmost the mining of (c) An increase in the head of live­
local fuels and the production of build- stock and a rise in livestock products for 
ing materials. the market to a level fully insuring the 

12. The fixed plan for the growth of solution of the livestock problem in the 
industrial output and the further tasks U.S.S.R. The number of horses is to be 
of mastering the new technique demand increased by 35 per cent, cattle, 40 per 
a considerable rise in labor productivity cent, hogs, 100 per cent, sheep and goats, 
and substantial reduction in cost of pro- 110 per cent. To increase the productivity 
duction. The Congress fixes for the Third of livestock by means of improving the 
Five-Year Plan: breed and a radical improvement in 

(a) A 65 per cent growth in labor pedigreed breeding, by a proper distribu­
productivity during the Third Five-Year tion of different breeds by regio11s1 



180 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

strengthening the fodder base and bet­
ter care of livestock. 

(d) To establish potato and vegetable 
growing and livestock bases around 
Moscow, Leningrad, Baku, Kharkov, the 
industrial centers of the Donbas, Kuzbas, 
Gorky and all other large cities, which 
are to insure the complete supply of these 
centers with vegetables, potatoes and to 
a considerable extent with milk and 
meat. 

(e) To insure the sowing of grain and 
other crops exclusively with high-quality 
and improved graded seeds, from selec­
tion stations, as well as local varieties. 
To introduce in collective farms and state 
farms proper crop rotation, with sow­
ing to grasses and summer fallow, which 
insure a considerable increase in soil 
fertility, a rise in the yield and the estab­
lishment of a reliable fodder base 
for the growing livestock industry. 

(f) To complete the all-around mechan­
ization of agricultural work during the 
Third Five-Year Plan period. To widely 
introduce advanced agronomy, with 
scientific utilization of the large prac­
tical experience of the foremost people 
of agriculture. 

(g) On the basis of the further 
mechanization of agricultural production 
and the increase in labor productivity, to 
turn the state farms into highly pro­
ductive, highly profitable enterprises 
serving as an example of the organiza­
tion of agricultural production, an ex­
ample of its high yields and productivity. 

14. The Congress fixes the increase in 
the freight traffic of railway transport 
from 355,000,000,000 ton-kilometers in 
1937 to 510,000,000,000 ton-kilometers in 
1942; of river transport, from 33,000,-
000,000 to 58,000,000,000 ton-kilometers; 
of marine transport, from 37,000,000,000 
to 51,000,000,000 ton-kilometers. The 
most important task in transport is to 
improve the planning of freight traffic 
with the object of an all-round reduction 
of long hauls by rail, elimination of criss­
cross and irrational shipments and to 
secure a further rise in the share of 
water and auto transport in the coun­
try's freight traffic. 

In conformity with this, the Congress 

sets the following tasks for transport 
under the Third Five-Year Plan: 

(a) To increase the nwmber of loco­
motives by 7,370, including an increase 
of 1,870 FD locomotives, 3,200 tender 
condenser locomotives and 1,500 JS pas­
senger locomotives. Tender condenser 
locomotives should take the leading place 
among freight locomotives within the 
next few years. 

(b) To increase the number of freight 
cars by 178,000 four-axle cars, and pas­
senger coaches, by 12,000. To equip 300,-
000 of the existing freight cars and 
4,000 passenger coaches with automatic 
coupling. To equip 200,000 of the exist­
ing freight cars with automatic brakes. 
To build new and enlarge the existing 
locomotive and ear repair shopB, espe­
cially on the Urals, Central AHian, Si­
berian and Far Eastern lineH. 

(c) For insuring the further recon­
struction of railway transport, and es­
pecially of the railway track, to build 
new railwayH in the Third Five-Year 
Plan period and put into service 11,000 
kilometers of railway lines. To double­
track 8,000 kilometer!'! of railway lines. 

(d) To electrify 1,840 kilometers of 
railways, in the first place of mountain 
railways and lines with heavy freight 
traffic and also of the largest junctions 
with heavy suburban traffic. 

(e) To construct railway stations and 
junctions, in the first place on the lines 
connecting the Donbas with Krivoi Rog, 
Leningrad and Moscow, and the Eastern 
districts of the Urals, Northern Terri­
tory and Murmansk Province with the 
central part of the U.S.S.R.; Western 
Siberia with Central Asia, and on the 
Southwestern, Western and Eastern 
lines. 

(f) To put an end to the lagging of 
water transport, to enhance its role in 
serving the national economy, especially 
in the transportation of mass freights; 
timber, grain, coal, oil. To improve the 
technical condition of the sea and river 
fleets, to replenish them by more modern 
types of vessels, to introduce widely gas 
generator installations on river ships. To 
extend the construction of ship repair 
yards and seaports. 
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To carry through extensive measures 
for the reconstruction and improvement 
of the existing waterways, to reconstruct 
the Astrakhan-Gorky-Rybinsk-Moscow 
waterway so as to create by the end of 
the Third Five-Year Plan a deep-water 
transit rout from Astrakhan to Moscow, 
insuring a depth of at least 2.6 meters at 
all sandbanks. To promote the reconstruc­
tion of the Volga-Baltic waterway. To 
increase the total length of internal 
navigable waterways from 101,000 kilom­
eters to 115,000 kilometers during the 
five-year p·eriod. 

By the end of the Third Five-Year 
Plan, to turn the NorthfYI'rt Sea Route 
into a normally operating waterway in­
suring regular connection with the Far 
East. 

(g) To organize regular automobile 
transport traffic on automobile highways, 
roads and approaches to cities, at rail­
way stations and waterways where the 
traffic load is heavy. To increase ship­
ments by auto 4.6 times during the five­
year period. To build and to reconstruct 
210,000 kilometers of roads, greatly in­
creasing as compared wth the Second 
Five-Year Plan the proportion of con­
struction of improved coal tar, asphalt­
concrete and concrete roads. 

(h) With respect to air transport to 
increase the length of airways, to equip 
the airways, to extend and to improve 
the ground structures serving air trans­
port. 

(i) To raise labor productivity in the 
Third Five-Year Plan period by 32 
per cent on railway transport and by 38 
per cent on water transport, to mechan­
ize loading and unloading work in rail­
way, water and auto transport. 

15. The Congress emphasizes the 
necessity of a greater development of 
all means of communications, especially 
inter-urban. 

To complete the establishment of direct 
telephone communications between Mos­
cow and all republic, territory and prov­
ince centers, and also to supplement the 
radial system by a relay system of com­
munications between the larger centers 
of the U.S.S.R. To complete telephone 

service of district centers, village Soviets, 

machine and tractor stations and state 
farms. To increase the number of radio 
receiving relay points 2.3 times. To build 
television centers in a number of large 
cities. 

16. A major condition fqr the fulfill­
ment of the program for increase of pro­
duction in the Third Five-Year Plan 
period is the training of qualified cadres 
of workers, t·echnicians, and engineers, 
and also the wide development of efforts 
to introduce the most up-to-date tech­
nique and scientific organization of pro­
duction. The Congress considers it neces-­
sary to provide the following in the 
Third Five-Year Plan: 

(a) The promotion of a wide network 
of schools and courses for training and 
retraining qualified workers and mas-­
ters of socialist labor. 

(b) Graduation of 1,400,000 techni­
cians of various specialties and 600,000 
specialists with a higher education. 

III. PLAN FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION WORK 

AND ITS DISTRIBUTION UNDER THE 

THffiD FIVE-YEAR PLAN 

1. In conformity with the plan for the 
increase in production, the Eighteenth 
Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) fixes the vol­
ume of capital construction in the na­
tional economy under the Third Five­
Year Plan at 180,000,000,000 rubles (in 
existing estimate prices), as against 
115,000,000,000 rubles during the Second 
Five-Year Plan; this includes: 

(a) In industry-103,300,000,000 ru­
bles, as against 58,600,000,000 rubles dur­
ing the Second Five-Year Plan; this in­
cludes: 86,800,000,000 rubles in industries 
produring the means of production, as 
against 49,800,000,000 rubles during the 
Second Five-Year Plan, or an increase of 
74 per cent; 16,500,000,000 rubles in in­
dustries manufacturing goods for gen­
eral consumption, as against 8,800,000,-
000 rubles during the Second Five-Year 
Plan, or an increase of 88 per cent. 

(b) In transport--35,800,000,000 ru­
bles, as against 20,700,000,000 rubles in 
the Second Five-Year Plan, or an in­
crease of 73 per cent. 

(c) In agriculture-10,600,000,000 ru-
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bles; this includes: 5,200,000,000 rubles 
for machine and tractor stations, 1,200,-
000,000 rubles for irrigation and meliora­
tion. 

2. The Congress approves the putting 
into operation of new and reconstructed 
enterprises to the value of 179,000,000,-
000 rubles (in existing estimate prices) 
during the Third Five-Year Plan, as 
against 103,000,000,000 rubles during the 
Second Five-Year Plan. 

The Congress notes that the fixed vol­
ume of capital construction and the pro­
gram for putting into operation of new 
and reconstructed enterprises insure a 
further big increase in the technical pro­
duction base of the U.S.S.R. and the 
formation of necessary reserves of pro­
duction capacity in the most important 
branches of the national economy. 

(a) Production capacities during the 
Third Five-Year Plan will increase as 
follows: electric power stations, fro'11 
8,100,000 kw. at the end of the Second 
Five-Year Plan, to 17,200,000 kw.; the 
coal industry, 1.7 times, bringing the 
capacity of collieries up to 285,000,000 
tons of coal at the end of the Third Five­
Year Plan; the iron and steel industry 
to 24,000,000 tons of pig iron; the non­
ferrous metals industry (copper), 2.4 
times; aluminum, 3.8 times; the auto in­
dustry, 2.4 times; the cotton fabrics in­
dustry (spindles), 1.5 times. 

(b) Fixed capital will increase during 
the Third Five-Year Plan in the entire 
national economy from 189,300,000,000 
rubles to. 347,000,000,000 rubles, or 83.6 
per cent. This includes an increase from 
68,200,000,000 rubles to 142,400,000,000 
rubles in industry; an increase from 
23,200,000,000 rubles to 31,000,000,000 
rubles in agriculture, and an increase 
from 38,700,000,000 rubles to 69,100,000,-
000 rubles in transport. 

3. The Congress considers that in the 
distribution of new construction work in 
the districts of the U.S.S.R. under the 
Third Five-Year Plan, we should be 
guided by the necessity of bringing in­
dustry nearer to the sources of raw ma­
terial and to the districts of consumption 
with a view to eliminating irrational and 
unduly long hauls, and also to insure 

the further progress of the previously 
economically backward districts of the 
U.S.S.R. In conformity with this it is 
necessary in the Third Five-Year Plan: 

(a) To insure in the main economic 
districts of the Union the all-round de­
velopment of economy and to organize 
the obtaining of fuel and the manufac­
ture of such products as cement, ala­
baster, chemical fertilizers, glass, articles 
of the light and the food industries in 
volumes sufficient to satisfy the require­
ments of these districts. It is of especial 
importance to insure local supplies of 
fuel and certain products difficult to 
transport for those large industrial dis­
tricts whose dependence on long hauls 
for a large quantity of freight has in­
creased in view of their industrial growth 
and rapid increase in urban population. 

Such foodstuffs of mass consumption 
as potatoes, vegetables, dairy and meat 
products, flour, biscuits and confection­
ery, beer, and also a number of indus­
trial articles of mass consumption­
haberdashery, wearing apparel, furni­
ture, bricks, lime and so on-must be 
produced in sufficient quantities in each 
republic, territory and province. 

Proper control is to be provided that 
the decisions of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union (Bolsheviks) and of the Council 
of People's Commissars of the U.S.S.R. 
prohibiting the building of new enter­
prises in Moscow and in Leningrad are 
carried out, and this decision is to be 
applied also to Kiev, Kharkov, Rostov­
on-Don, Gorky and Sverdlovsk, where 
building hereafter of new enterprises is 
to be prohibited. 

(b) To establish in such economic cen­
ters of the country as the Eastern dis­
tricts, the Urals and the Volga Region 
during the Third Five-Year Plan period 
duplicate enterprises in a number of 
branches of machine building, oil refin­
ing and chemistry, so as to eliminate 
interruption in the supply of certain in­
dustrial products from enterpris~s that 
are the sole manufacturers. 

(c) To provide for a more rapid in­
crease in the volume of capital con­
struction and the construction of new 
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enterprises in Eastern and Far Eastern 
districts of the U.S.S.R. To continue to 
develop in every way the iron and steel 
base in these districts, for which pur­
pose three-quarters of the total num­
ber of blast furnaces to be built during 
the Third Five-Year Plan period are to 
be built in the Eastern districts of the 
country. 

To establish a new large production 
base of the textile industry in the east 
of the U.S.S.R. to work on Central 
Asian cotton. To provide for the rapid 
development of coal mining and of 
cement production in the Far East in 
quantities fully satisfying the needs of 
the region. 

(d) To insure a further economic and 
cultural advance of the national repub­
lics and provinces in conformity with 
the main tasks of the distribution of 
the productive forces during the Third 
Five-Year Plan. 

4. The Congress considers it necessary 
to concentrate attention during the 
Third Five-Year Plan on the following 
most important construction work: 

(a) In machine building: in conform­
ity with the program of production set 
up for the Third Five-Year Plan, which 
considerably exceeds the general rate 
of industrial development, to extend 
widely the construction and to accelerate 
the putting into operation of new plants, 
especially machine-tool and power equip­
ment plants. To complete the construc­
tion of three plants manufacturing 
heavy machine tools and of one milling 
machine plant in Gorky, of an automatic 
lathe plant in Kiev, and to extend the 
building of new machine-tool plants of 
medium capacity for the production of 
grinders, gear cutters, planers, vertical 
boring mills, horizontal boring mills and 
automatic machine tools, as well as 
plants for p1·oducing equipment for forg­
ing and stamping. To build in the course 
of the Third Five-Year Plan period and 
to put into operation five turbine manu­
facturing plants, including turbine manu­
facturing plants in the districts vf 
Sverdlovsk, Orsk, Novosibirsk, Novo­
cherkassk and Kaluga, and correspond­
ing plants for manufacturing boilers 

and auxiliary power equipment. To 
complete the construction of the Gorky 
and Moscow auto plants. To build a 
plant for the manufacture o:f low-pow­
ered automobiles, a number of new auto 
assembly plants and to promote the con­
struction of new plants for the manu­
facture of trucks in Siberia and in the 
Far East, as well as a number of aux­
iliary enterprises of the auto industry. 
To build a plant for the production of 
spinning machines in Kursk and of 
weaving looms in Western Siberia. To 
complete the construction of the Saratov 
ball bearing plant and to promote the 
construction of two new ball and roller 
bearing plants. To build one or two 
plants for the manufacture of heavy and 
medium chemical machinery. 

(b) In the sphere of electrification, 
the Congress considers that the most im­
portant part of the building program 
is to increase capacity by constructing 
new small and medium sized electric 
power stations and also to accelerate 
the construction of hydroelectric power 
stations. To promote the biggest con­
struction job in the world-the two Kui­
byshev hydroelectric power stations with 
a total capacity of 3,400,000 kw.-which 
simultaneously solves the problem of ir­
rigation of arid lands for achieving 
stable harvests in regions beyond the 
Volga and of navigation of the Volga 
and Kama. To begin also the construc­
tion of the Kaluga Hydroelectric Power 
Station on the Oka River. To complete 
the construction and to put into opera­
tion the following hydroelectric power 
stations: Uglich, Rybinsk, Chirchik, Ka­
nakir, Svir-2, Niva-2, Sukhumi and 
others; to begin the construction of the 
following hydroelectric power stations: 
Verkhne-Kama, Mingichaur and Ust­
Kamenogorsk, and also to develop ex­
tensively the construction of small, local 
hydroelectric power stations. To provide 
for the construction and putting into 
operation of 91 district heat and power 
stations: Kurakhovo, Nesvetayevo, Kirov 
in Leningrad, Frunze in Moscow, Che­
lyabinsk Heat and Power Station, Sum­
gait, Komsomolsk, Kiev, Nikolayev, Ki­
rovo-Chepetsky, Syzran, Orsk, Kara-
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ganda, Krasnoyarsk, Khabarovsk, Kuva­
saisk and others. To build a new heat 
and power station operating on peat in 
Ivanovo District for the textile indus­
try. 

To fix the total increase in electric 
power capacity during the Third Five­
Year Plan period at nine million kw., in­
suring the establishment of a constant 
power reserve of between 10 and 15 per 
cent in industrial districts. 

(c) In the coal industry: to promote 
the opening of both coal and lignite 
mines. To develop properly the new coal 
districts, especially in the Urals, in Bash­
kiria, Central Asia, Eastern Siberia, 
Transbaikal, the Khabarovsk and Mari­
time territories, in the Ukraine, in the 
Kirghizian and Tajik S.S.R. To con­
struct mainly collieries of medium and 
small capacity, in every way reducing 
and accelerating the period of construc­
tion. In all during the five-year plan 
period to sink new coal mines with a 
total capacity of 150,000,000 tons, with 
the putting into operation of mines with 
a capacity of 130,000,000 tons. 

In the oil industry: to insure the put­
ting into operation of new oil refineries 
with a capacity of 15,000,000 tons and, 
in addition, cracking plants with a ca­
pacity of 4,500,000 tons. To consider the 
establishment of another large oil base 
in the region between the Volga and the 
Urals as a decisive task in the Third 
Five-Year Plan, building oil refineries of 
6,000,000 tons capacity there. To insure 
the development of geological explora­
tion and prospecting work in the new oil 
districts; between the Volga and the 
Urals, in Siberia, in Far Eastern Ter­
ritory, in the Ukraine and in Central 
Asia. 

The peat and shale industry: to insure 
the necessary increase in capital con­
struction. To provide for the building 
of plants for the artificial dehydration of 
peat, laying the foundation for elimina­
tion of the seasonal nature of peat ex­
traction. To build two or three coke 
plants where chemical products should 
also be manufactured. 

(d) In the iron and steel industry: to 
complete the construction of the Mag-

nitogorsk Combinat, the Novo-Tagil and 
the Petrovsko-Transbaikal plants, the 
Amur Steel Plant, the Zaporozhye Steel 
Plant, the Azov Steel Plant, the tin plate 
plant, the Urals and Nikopol (accord­
ing to the reduced project) tube works. 
To start the building of new iron and 
steel plants in the southern Urals (us­
ing the Khalilovo and Bakal ores) and 
in Eastern Siberia, a welded tube plant 
in the Urals, a tube-rolling plant in 
Siberia and a tube-casting plant in the 
center. To launch, on the basis of the 
utilization of scrap and waste metal, the 
construction of small plants for local 
needs in the regions of Central Asia and 
Transcaucasia. To build 20 new blast 
furnaces in all during the Third Five­
Year Plan period and to recommence 
the construction of three charcoal blast 
furnaces in the Urals. 

(e) In non-ferrous metallurgy: to 
complete the construction of the Pribal­
khash Copper-Smelting Combinat and the 
Middle-Urals and Blyavinsk combinats. 
To promote the construction of the Jez­
ka~an and Almalyk Copper-Smelting 
combinats and also the lead and zinc 
plants in the Altai. To put into opera­
tion the Urals Aluminum Combinat and 
also the Kandalaksha and Rybinsk alumi­
num works, the Tikhvin Aluminum 
Works, the Southern Urals and Northern 
nickel combinats. To begin building a 
number of new enterprises for the pro­
duction of lead, zinc, tin, tungsten and 
molybdenum. To build plants for non­
ferrous rolled metal and bi-metal plants, 
and also plants for working aluminum 
and magnesium alloys. 

(f) In the chemical industry: to pro­
mote the construction of new fertilizer 
combinats, soda and sulphuric acid works 
using chiefly local pyrites and the gases 
from iron and steel plants and electric 
power stations, synthetic rubber works 
and tire manufacturing plants, and to 
put into operation 13 synthetic rubber 
works, seven tire-cord and 14 tire works 
distributed in various parts of the coun­
try. To build two artificial liquid fuel 
plants, four or six plants for processing 
of natural rubber and a few plants for 
utilizing the waste products of the syn-



THE THIRD FIVE-YEAR PLAN 185 

thetic rubber and the food industries. 
(g) To stop the shipment of cement 

from the European part of the U.S.S.R. 
to the Eastern districts and the republics 
of Central Asia, building for this pur­
pose new cement works of medium and 
small capacity with a total capacity of 
4,400,000 tons in these regions, includ­
ing districts in the Far East, Siberia, 
the Kazakh S.S.R., Central Asian repub­
lics and in the Urals. 

(h) Iri the timber industry: to put 
into operation the Solikamsk, Syask, 
Marii, Krasnoyarsk, Kama and Kondo­
poga cellulose, and cellulose and paper 
combinats. To promote the construction 
of new cellulose, paper, plywood and 
wood-chemical enterprises and wood 
hydrolysis works. To provide for the 
rapid development of the timber indus­
try in the northern and northwestern 
districts of the European part of the 
U.S.S.R. and in the Urals, correspond­
ingly altering the distribution of lumber 
mills and discontinuing the shipment of 
timber from Siberia to the European part 
of the U.S.S.R. 

(i) In light industry: to put into 
operation the new cotton mills in Bama­
ul, Novosibirsk and in the Kuznetsk 
basin, also to build small spinning mills 
in. the old textile districts so as to elim­
inate the disproportion between spinning 
and weaving; to put into operation the 
second section of the Tashkent Cotton 
Combinat, the Leninakan Spinning Mill, 
the Kiev and Semipalatinsk cloth com­
binats, the rubber sole works in Kalinin 
and the artificial leather works in Ka­
zan. To promote the construction of new 
textile mills in Western Siberia and in 
the Kazakh S.S.R., and also the construc­
tion of a number of new knitgoods and 
hosiery mills, small linen. combinats, 
leather works, footwear factories and 
silk· mills. 

(j) In the food industry: to complete 
the construction and the putting into 
operation of the meat combinats in Orsk, 
Engels, Ulan-U de, Irkutsk, Khabarovsk, 
Sverdlovsk, Ivanovo, Nalchik, Kuibyshev, 
Dniepropetrovsk, Voroshilovgrad, Ash­
khabad and Stalinabad; sugar refineries 
in Yelan-Koleno, Zherdevka, Sovietskoye 

(Kurks Province), Alma-Ata and Novo­
Troitsk. To build a number of new dis­
tilleries, creameries, condensed and pow­
dered milk works, biscuit and confec­
tionery and tea-packing factories. To 
promote the construction of new meat 
combinats of medium capacity, sugar 
refineries, bakeries and cold storage 
warehouses. 

To increase in the fishing industry the 
marine fishing fleet and to complete the 
construction of fish combinats in Kom­
somolsk, Khabarovsk, Moscow and in 
Muinak; of cold storage warehouses in 
Balkhash, Magnistau, Akhtarakh, So­
viet Harbor, Petropavlovsk-on-Kamchat­
ka, and 20 small cold storage warehouses 
in Far Eastern Territory; ship-wharves 
in Murmansk, Nikolayev-on-Amur and 
Petropavlovsk-on-Kamchatka. 

(k) In local industry and industrial 
cooperatives: to promote the construc­
tion of small enterprises using local raw 
materials and local fuel. 

(I) In municipal construction: to in­
sure the promotion of housing construc­
tion and the improvement of cities and 
industrial centers. To lay new water 
mains in 50 cities, sewer systems in 45 
cities and street-car tracks in eight cities. 
To extend the use of gas in munipical 
economy. 

To insure the further development and 
reconstruction of Moscow and Leningrad 
in conformity with the plans adopted. 
To complete the construction of the third 
section of the Metro in Moscow. 

To complete the main construction 
work for the erection of the Palace of 
Soviets by the end of the Third Five­
Year Plan period. 

(m) In the sphere of agrimdture: to 
construct 1,500 machine and tractor sta­
tions, both by building new and by sub­
dividing old machine and tractor stations. 
To insure the necessary repair bases for 
tractors, combines and other agricul­
tural machines. To promote the erection 
of cattle sheds in state farms sufficient 
to house all the cattle. 

In irrigation and melioration: to com­
plete all the large-scale irrigation and 
drainage construction works begun : 
Vakhsh, Kolkhida, the N evinomyssky 
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Canal and the Murgab Oasis. To begin 
the construction of an irrigation sys­
tem in the region beyond the Volga. To 
strengthen the technical production base 
in arid agricultural districts. 

(n) To build a network of new grain 
elevators and warehouses with a total 
capacity exceeding 10,000,000 tons of 
products, insuring that the stacking of 
grain should be completely eliminated 
during the first half of the Third Five­
Year Plan. 

5. With the object of reducing the 
period of construction and accelerating 
the putting into operation of production 
capacity units, as well as distributing 
the new enterprises among the main 
economic districts of the country, the 
Eighteenth Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) 
demands a resolute struggle against the 
rnania for giant enterprises in construc­
tion and an extensive transition to the 
building of medium-sized and small en­
terprises in all branches of national eco­
nomy of the U.S.S.R. 

The Congress calls attention to the 
need for a determined introduction of 
rapid construction methods, to which end 
it is necessary to develop the building 
industry, transforming it from a lagging 
into an advanced branch of the national 
economy, with the extensive development 
of all-round mechanization and the use 
of standard building parts and struc­
tures, and for this, the necessary enter­
prises are to be set up. 

For the fulfillment of the program of 
construction outlined, to fix the rise in 
labor productivity in building work for 
the Third Five-Year Plan period at 75 
per cent and the drop in cost of build­
ing work by the end of the Third Five­
Year Plan at 12 per cent below the level 
at the end of the Second Five-Year Plan 
period. 

IV. PLAN FOR FURTHER RISE IN THE 

MATERIAL AND CULTURAL LEVEL OF 

THE WORKING PEOPLE UNDER THE 

THIRD FIVE-YEAR PLAN 

The fulfillment of the First and Sec­
ond Five-Year Plans brought about not 

only a tremendous rise in and the so­
cialist transformation of the national 
economy together with the strengthening 
of the defense power of the Soviet Union, 
but also a great rise in the material and 
cultural level of the peoples of the 
U.S.S.R. 

The Third Five-Year Plan must insure 
that the needs and requirements of the 
working people with regard to necessary 
goods, products, housing, cultural and 
every-day services are satisfied to a still 
greater extent. The fulfillment of the 
Third Five-Year Plan, moreover, insures 
a new and big step forward toward 
establishing a mighty material base for 
a subsequent development of the produc­
tive forces, the well-being and culture of 
the socialist society in the U.S.S.R. It is 
not a question now of abolishing unem­
ployment and eliminating poverty in the 
village-we have already achieved this 
completely and forever. Our task today 
consists in raising the well-being and 
the cultural level of the working people 
to an extent that would meet the in­
creased requirements of the Soviet peo­
ple, requirements that are unattainable 
even in the richest capitalist countries 
and signify the beginning of a real 
flourishing of the forces of socialism, 
the flourishing of the new socialist 
culture. 

The Eighteenth Congress of the Com­
munist Party of the Soviet Union (Bol­
sheviks) fixes the following tasks for the 
Third Five-Year Plan in the sphere of 
raising the material and cultural level of 
the workers and the working people in 
the village. 

1. (a) To increase consumption by 
the working people of the U.S.S.R. by 
more than one and a half times, in ac­
cordance with the growth in the income 
of the workers, peasants and office em­
ployees. 

(b) To increase the number of workers 
and office employees by the end of the 
Third Five-Year Plan period in all 
branches of national economy by 17 per 
cent, as compared with 1937, average 
wages by 35 per cent, and the wage fund 
by 62 per cent. 

(c) To raise state expenditures on the 
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cultural and every-day needs of the 
working people in cities and vi!iages, 
i.e., expenditures on social insurance and 
state outlays for education, health pro­
tection, aid to mothers of large families 
and for cultural and every-day services 
to workers and office employees, to 53,-
000,000,000 rubles, as against 30,800,-
000,000 rubles in 1937, an increase of 
more than 1. 7 times. 

(d) To raise considerably the income 
of collective farmers as a result of the 
growth in labor productivity on the col­
lective farms, the growth in harvest 
yields for all crops and the increase in 
productivity in stock breeding. 

(e) To carry out broad measures for 
a substantial advance in realizing the 
historic task of raising the cultuml and 
technical level of the worldng class of 
the U.S.S.R. to that of engineers and 
technicians. 

(f) To effect universal secondary edu­
cation in the cities and universal junior 
secondary education (seven years) ac­
companied by the extension of ten-year 
secondary education in the villages and 
in all national republics, so as to increase 
the number of pupils in elementary and 
secondary schools in towns and indus­
trial settlements from 8,600,000 to 12,-
400,000 and in the rural localities from 
20,800,000 to 27,700,000. 

(g) To raise the number of students 
in universities and technical colleges to 
650,000, main attention during the com­
ing year to be devoted to raising the 
quality of higher education. 

(h) To increase the network of cin­
emas, clubs, libraries, houses of culture 
and reading rooms, permanent and other 
sound cinemas to be organized on a large 
scale and increased six times. 

(i) To expand considerably health pro­
tection services for the working people, 
improve hospital service, extend sanitary 
and prophylactic measures, obstetrical 
services, extend children's hospitals, 
improve labor protection and the organi­
zation of recreation and physic:tl cul­
ture for workers, state expenditures on 
health protection to be increased from 
10,300,000,000 rubles in 1937 to 16,500,-
000,000 rubles in 1942. The number of 

rots in permanent nurseries and kinder­
gartens is to be increased to 4,200,000 in 
1942, as against 1,800,000 in 1937. 

(j) To expand housing construction in 
cities and industrial settlements so as to 
furnish 35,000,000 square meters of new 
floor space during the Third Five-Year 
Plan. 

2. In order to raise the standa1·d of 
living of the working people, to insure 
the utmost development of efficient So­
viet trade during the Third Five-Year 
Plan, and in accordance with this, to fix: 

(a) The increase in the volume of 
state and cooperative trade to 206,000,-
000,000 rubles in 1942, as against 126,-
000,000,000 rubles in 1937, the turnover 
of dining rooms, restaurants, cafes and 
buffets to be doubled. 

(b) The increase in the state and co­
operative retail stores in the trading net­
work at 26 per cent, with an improve­
ment in the entire business of trading 
(refrigeration, building of distributing 
bases and warehouses, delivery and ship­
ment of goods), the network of shops and 
stores supplying goods urgently required 
by the peasants for their everyday needs 
as well as for repair and building work 
in rapidly growing agricultural districts 
to be developed particularly. 

3. The Congress fixes the growth in 
national income under the Third Five­
year Plan at 1.8 times and in this con­
nection establishes that the growing in­
come of the population and of the state 
fully permits the satisfaction of both the 
needs of national consumption, as 
well as the state needs of develop­
ing the national economy, strengthen­
ing the defense power and creating the 
necessary state reserves. 

The Congress confirms the need to im­
prove budgetary and credit work and 
strengthen the Soviet ruble on the basis 
of the growth in socialist production, the 
intensified development of trade and the 
general rise in the standard of living of 
the people. 

* * * 
For the purpose of insuring the uncon­

ditional fulfillment of the tasks set by 
the Third Five-Year Plan, the Eigh-
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teenth Congress of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) de­
mands from all Party, Soviet, economic 
and trade union organizations: 

(a) Live, operative efficiency on the 
part of business management, concen­
tration of the work of the managers on 
the correct selection of cadres, on daily 
concrete verification of the fulfillment 
of tasks set by the Party and the gov­
ernment. 

(b) A proper organization of wages 
for workers, foremen and engineers and 
technicians, with due material incentive 
for increasing labor productivity. 

(c) Development of socialist emula­
tion and the Stakhanov movement, secur­
ing firm labor discipline and a high labor 
productivity for all working people in 
enterprises, institutions and in collective 
farms. 

In order to carry out the tasks of the 
Third Five-Year Plan, it is essential to 
eliminate completely the consequences of 
the counter-revolutionary wrecking of 
the Trotskyite-Bukharinite espionage 
agents of fascism and foreign capital, 
to raise Bolshevik vigilance throughout 
the work of building communism and 
to remember always the Party's injunc­
tion that as long as the capitalist encir­
clement exists the espionage services of 
foreign states will send wreckers, diver­
sionists, spies and murderers to our coun­
try to damage, harm and weaken our 
country, to hinder the growth of com­
munism in the U.S.S.R. 

The realization of the great tasks of 
the Third Five-Year Plan is so closely 
bound up with the vital interests of the 
workers, peasants and Soviet intelligen­
tsia that the guarantee of its fulfillment 
depends primarily on us, Communists and 
non-Party Bolshevik leaders, and partic­
ularly on our ability to organize labor 
and to raise the Communist education of 
the working people. From all of us, from 
leaders and rank-and-file workers, office 
employees and collective farmers is de­
manded first of all a conscientious atti­
tude to our duties, honest labor and help 
to those who lag behind, so that the 
Third Five-Year Plan may be victorious, 

so that the Soviet Union may make a 
further gigantic step forward toward the 
complete triumph of communism. In pres­
ent conditions, when the socialist forms 
of economy, socialist ownership, socialist 
organization of labor reign supreme in 
the U.S.S.R., when the Communist atti­
tude toward work for the good of our 
state, our nation and all the working peo­
ple acquires decisive importance for the 
success of our cause, the role of the So­
viet intelligentsia, capable of working in 
Bolshevik fashion, fighting in Bolshevik 
fashion for raising the culture and Com­
munist consciousness of the working peo­
ple, is tremendously enhanced. Today, 
after the complete consolidation of the 
political and economic positions of the 
socialist society in the U.S.S.R., things 
are decided by cadres who have mastered 
the technique of production, things are 
decided by Soviet cultural forces march­
ing at the head of the masses of 
the working people in their great 
struggle for the complete victory of com­
munism. 

In capitalist countries society is being 
corroded more and more by a new world 
economic crisis, which is throwing new 
millions of unemployed on the streets, 
intensifying the poverty and desperation 
of the masses of the toilers who are en­
slaved by capital. The keynote in the 
camp of capitalism is sounded by the 
fascist countries with their internal 
sanguinary terror and external imperial­
ist aggression, which has already led to 
the second imperialist war, involving a 
number of countries of Europe and Asia 
and threatening to spread further. All 
these are indisputable signs of an in­
tensification of the general, incurable 
crisis of capitalism, the parasitic putre­
faction of capitalism, the approach of its 
collapse. All the more responsible, there­
fore, are our duties, the duties of the 
builders of the first socialist society, 
which has already succeeded politically 
and economically in standing firmly on its 
own feet, full of strength and confidence 
in its victory, inspiring the toilers of 
all countries with confidence and faith in 
their liberation which is near. The ful-
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fillment of the Third Five-Year Plan will 
be the best proof of the all-conquering 
power of communism in its historic con­
test with capitalism. 

The Eighteenth Congress of the Com­
munist Party of the Soviet Union (Bol­
sheviks) demands from all Bolsheviks 

and from all builders of communism de­
voted to the cause to do all in their power 
to rally the workers, collective farmers, 
intellectuals still more closely under the 
great banner of the Party of Lenin­
Stalin to fight for the victory of the 
Third Five-Year Plan. 



An Appeal by the Austrian and German 

Members of the International Brigade 

[We publish the following appeal, 
which was sent to us with the accom­
panying letter by the Austrian and Ger­
man members of the International Bri­
gade from their demobilization camp in 
Spain.-Editorial Board.] 

DEAR EDITORS: We enclose an ap­
peal to the German and Austrian 

peoples, and should be glad if you would 
publish it. This appeal was put before, 
and accepted by, the companies of the 
German and Austrian volunteers who are 
at present in a demobilization camp. 

By issuing this appeal we German 
and Austrian members of the Interna­
tional Brigade in Spain-who for two 
years, in the course of the Spanish strug­
gle, achieved complete unity without dis­
tinction of party or creed-wish to con­
tribute toward the uniting of the Ger­
man and Austrian peoples in the strug­
gle against fascism, the common enemy 
of the Spanish, German and Austrian 
peoples. 

By issuing this appeal we wish to con­
tribute toward increasing the solidarity 
of the German and Austrian peoples in 
the struggle on behalf of the heroic 
Spanish people. 

At this moment when the fascist 
powers are launching a fresh invasion 
and hatching out fresh schemes with the 
object of finally destroying the Spanish 
republic, it is essential to increase to a 
still greater extent the solidarity and 
aid for the Spanish people, in order to 
frustrate these plans. Salud! 

THE AUSTRIAN AND GERMAN VOLUN­

TEERS IN THE MOBILIZATION CAMP 

190 

German and Austrian TO THE 
peoples! 

At this moment when we German and 
Austrian soldiers, officers and commis­
sars of the Second International Brig­
ade are leaving the bleeding soil of 
Spain, we regard it as our duty to ap­
peal to the German and Austrian peoples, 
to the peoples whose sons we are. For 
two years we have fought on Spanish soil 
in the ranks of the Republican People's 
Army. Of our own free will we went to 
Spain, suffered innumerable hardships, 
gave the blood of countless numbers 
of our best German and Austrian 
brothers. 

Our fight for the independence of the 
Spanish people has been a fight for the 
honor of the German people, whose name 
is being dishonored by the atrocities com­
mitted by fascist airmen on defenseless 
women and children, by the cowardly 
and base persecution of the Jews, by the 
annexation of Austria in flagrant de­
fiance of all international law, by 
the brutal dismemberment of Czecho­
slovakia. 

By hastening of our free will to Spain 
together with men from fifty different 
nations, we set the seal upon the bond 
of international solidarity uniting all 
peoples. Our fight against the blood­
thir8ty fascist powers was in the 
service of peace, of the progress of 
humanity. 

The battalions under whose flags Ger­
mans and Austrians fought side by side 
with Scandinavians, Dutch and Swiss, 
and with the sons of the Spanish people 
in the Second International Brigade, bore 
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the names of German fighters for free­
dom, and recalled the heroic struggle of 
the Austrian workers. In unshakable 
unity we Austrian and German anti­
fascists fought, in the "Ernst Thael­
mann," "Edgar Andre" "Hans Beimler" 
and "February 12" battalions, for the 
independence and freedom of the Span­
ish people. 

Just as firm and solid must be 
the unity of the German and Austrian 
peoples in the struggle for the restora­
tion of the independence of Austria, for 
the freedom of the German and Austrian 
peoples. 

A part of the, history of the German 
people is being decided on Spanish soil. 
Hitler, who with the help of the traitor 
Franco unleashed the war in Spain, is 
sending a steady stream of German war 
material, German airmen and German 
soldiers to Spain against the will of our 
peoples, in order to colonize Spain and 
to divide it up among a horde of rapa­
cious armament capitalists. 

This war waged by Hitler against the 
Spanish people is also a war against the 
real and vital interests of the German 
and Austrian peoples. It threatens to 
plunge our peoples and the whole of hu­
manity into the abyss of a new world 
war. Our fight for the overthrow of 
Hitler in Spain was, on another sector of 
the front, part of your struggle, Germans 
and Austrians, to throw off the yoke of 
German fascism. 

Social-Democrat, Communist, Catholic 
and Democrat, we stood shoulder to 
shoulder on Spanish soil. We were a 
solid, inseparably united, People's Front. 
A front forged in the struggle for the 
freedom and independence of Spain, 
in the struggle for the peace and 
freedom of our German and Austrian 
fatherlands. 

For two years we fought shoulder to 
shoulder, we stood firm together at 
Madrid, and with our Spanish comrades 
we barred the way into the Spanish capi­
tal to the foreign invaders. We_ helped to 
destroy the hirelings of Hitler-and Mus­
soHni at Guadalajara. We fought at Te­
ruel, we were at the desperate battles 

on the Ebro, and in all these battles and 
combats we learned that unity is the 
guarantee of victory. 

This unity is alive in the Spanish 
people, and it is this that makes it uncon­
querable. This unity of the Spanish peo­
ple was communicated to us, the soldiers 
of the International Brigade. This unity 
of all decent freedom-loving and peace­
loving people must also be created in 
Germany and Austria. We have learned 
this in Spain, and at the moment of our 
departure we want to convey to all Ger­
man and Austrian anti-fascists this, the 
greatest and most important of the les­
sons we have learned. 

We are leaving Spain, but the struggle 
of the Spanish people goes on unflinch­
ingly. 

The heroic Spanish people will 
never capitulate. The Spanish people, 
united and led by its Government of 
National Union, with Dr Negrin, the 
Prime Minister, at its head, will carry 
on the struggle until the last foreign in­
vader has left the soil of Spain. 

We international soldiers are leaving 
Spain with the respect and love of the 
Spaniards. We shall continue to fight 
for the cause of Spain, which is our 
cause. 

We appeal to the whole German and 
Austrian peoples. Help yourselves and 
the Spanish people, help to bring to an 
end the slaughter of the fathers, mothers 
and children of Spain. 

Not another German airplane must be 
sent to Spain. Not another German bomb 
must be allowed to kill Spanish women 
and children. Hitler's war is destroying 
the good name of the German people, 
and is plunging us and the whole of 
Europe into the catastrophe of a new 
and terrible slaughter. See to it that not 
another son of the German people is 
sacrificed to Franco. Demand, instead of 
cannon to be used against a peaceful 
people, better wages, better conditions 
of life, freedom and peace for the Ger­
man and Austrian peoples! 

By struggling for our own liberation 
from the fascist yoke we can best help 
the Spanish people. By its heroic strug-
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gle the Spanish people is lending us the 
greatest support in our fight for libera­
tion. 

Help the Spanish people! Solidarity 
of feeling and action with the heroic 
Spanish people! 

Demobilization Camp, Spain, Dec.1, 1938. 

(Appeal accepted by meeting of com­
panies of German and Austmn volun­
teers in the International Brigade, De­
cember 15, 1938.) 



PAMPHLETS ON VITAL QUESTIONS 
By EARL BROWDER 

• 
THE ECONOMICS OF COMMUNISM 

The Soviet Economy in Its World Relation 

"Which system ;s superior-socialism or capitalism?" Setting out to :om pare •h,. 
performance of the rival schools of economics in practical life," Comrade Browder 
does a most thorough iob in proving, in black and white, that the Soviet economy. 
through its immeasurable superiority over capitalism, marks the oext ~isto6c steo 
forward ~or ,11 cnankind. 

24 pages, illustrated with charts, 5c . 

• 
RELIGION AND COMMUNISM 

A brilliantly developed, rounded-out explanation of the attitude of the Communist 
Party toward religion and religious freedom, and the role played by the Church 
in the bourgeois and prolet.Hian revolutions. It provides the clearest and most 
convincing answers to those who accuse the Communists of opposing religious fr"l">· 
dom or of oersecuti ng the Church. 

16 pages, with portrait, 2c . 

• 
THE DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

For Jobs, Security, Democracy and Peace 
96 pages, I Oc . 

• 
SOCIAL AND NATIONAL SECURITY 

48 pages, 5c . 

• 
THEORY AS A GUIDE TO ACTION 

16 pages, 2c . 

• 
WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS 

P. 0. Box 148, Station Q New York, N. Y. 



READY 

PAGES FROM A 
WORKER'S LIFE 

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 

A frank and revealing story, this book is packed with 

amusing, dramatic and instructive sketches of a worker's 

experiences during half a century. 

One of the most interesting sections of the book is 

"SJiling-Ship Days," a strictly factual but thoroughly 

absorbing account of the author's days before the mast. 

The volume is also full of tales and anecdotes about 

outstanding personalities like Samuel Gompers and 

Woodrow Wilson; of encounters with labor spies and 

company police; of tense moments while hoboing through 

the West, working on road gangs in the South, partici­

p.:1ting in strikes and other labor conflicts in every section 

of the country. 

PAGES FROM A WORKER'S LIFE 
is the story of a son of the American people 

320 Pages 

• 
WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS 

$2.00 

New York, N. Y. 


	000-01-f-cov-01-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-975
	000-02-ins-f-cov-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-977
	099-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-978
	100-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-979
	101-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-980
	102-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-981
	103-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-982
	104-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-985
	105-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-986
	106-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-987
	107-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-988
	118-131-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-991.pdf
	118-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-991
	120-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-993
	124-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-994
	125-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-995
	126-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-996
	128-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-997

	132-145-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-998.pdf
	132-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-998
	138-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-001

	146-159-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-003.pdf
	146-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-003
	148-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-005
	150-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-008
	151-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-006
	152-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-007
	154-159-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-009

	160-173-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-013.pdf
	160-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-013
	161-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-014
	162-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-015

	174-194-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-016.pdf
	174-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-016
	179-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-017
	180-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-018
	181-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-021
	182-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-020
	183-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-019
	184-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-022
	185-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-023
	186-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-025
	187-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-024
	188-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-026
	189-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-027
	190-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-029
	191-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-028
	192-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-030
	193-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-032
	194-v16-n02-feb-1939-CI-grn-riaz-034


