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NORMAN WILLIS, TUC general secretary, must think he
had a good week at Blackpool. After all, didn’t he
successfully manoeuvre the issue of no-strike agree-
ments off the agenda? The EETPU’s scab-herding at
Wapping was condemned, of course. But

knows this is only a way to allow some of Willis’s critics
to let off steam, whie Hammond gets on with the job.

But Willis would be wrong to be so complacent. For
the days when union bureaucrats could control their
members and pursue their careers in peace are over.
Whatever Thatcher and her servants in the union
leadership may think, the crisis of British imperialism is
desperate. And that includes the crisis in the TUC
bureaucracy on which the British capitalist state has
rested for 150 years.

The ability of union leaders to control the working

class in the old days depended on the fact that a certain
number of concessions for many sections of the class
could be granted. But those days are gone for good.
The jobs, rights and conditions of trade unionists can
no longer be defended by the old class-collaborationist
methods. The union leaders will not sell out in the old
way because they no longer have anything to sell.
Hammond’s complete subservience to capital does
indeed show the future for the bureaucracy. |
it would be a serious mistake for socialists and
| rank-and-file trade unionists merely to shrug their shoul-
ders at the treachery of their leaders. No — this is not a
| ‘typical TUC fudge.’ Instead we have to grasp the
urgency of the fight to build an alternative revolutionary

leadership in the unions.

That is the real meaning of the struggle of
the miners, printers, teachers and others
over the past three years.

FROM DAVE TEMPLE
AT THE TUC

‘THE device of the hated leader in the trade un-

: ion movement, rose to
General Council t0 pro-  codemn his opponents as re-

duce a typical TUC volutionaries. Ploughing

fudge.’ through a well-rehearsed
| et A speech of double-talk,
This 1s how Arthur seemingly oblivious to the

Scargill described the barrage of protests, he en-
procedure devised by the fl‘%d on ﬂt‘ﬁ Pfr‘;l’heuc n‘:}fﬁ
General Council to avoid b gl sl paman s Shaiey

an immediate decision on ool i B con 8
Scargill’s speech posed the

single-union, no-strike simple question of ‘class col-
agreements. laboration’ against class

In the event the TUC fudge  Solidarity. But it would be

Council workers defend jobs and services — see p.2

won the day and no one was
surprised.

The manoeuvres of the
General Council to prevent
the united strength of the
British trade union move-
ment being brought to bear
on the enemy is not a new
phenomenon.

In its history, which pre-
dates the formation of the
Labour Party by some 25
years, the TUC has con-
tinuously harboured the
same inherent contradiction
— an enormous potential
strength emasculated by a
reformist bureaucracy.

No one believed that in
1987 the TUC would change.
However, the bitterness of
the struggles over the past
four years could not be ex-
cluded from the agenda so
easily.

Bitter

‘It’s all right so long as
your job hasn’t ben stolen by
Eric Hammond and a bunch
of scabs In his union,’ is how
one SOGAT delegate in-
Jjected the bitter feelings
from Wapping into the de-

bate.

As he berated the General
Council for its lack of sup-
port for workers in struggle
— ‘the real cause of our pre-
sent dilemma’ — the general
secretary’s rotund form

wobbled in anger.

Eric Hammond, the most

naive to believe that the divi-
sion within the TUC repre-
sented a conscious split be-
tween the two extremes.

Advance

It would be an advance for
the working class if all those
who opposed Hammond
were for uniting the move-
ment for a class action
against capitalism.

The truth is that the real
question at stake is how to
regulate relationships be-
tween the bureaucracies in a
declining market.

The Bridlington agree-
ment preventing one union
from taking members from
another has for decades been
the cornerstone of the TUC.
Now millions have lapsed
their union membership.
The EETPU itself has lost

some 80,000 members in re-
cent times.

In these changed condi-
tions the interests of the
bureaucracies in the idivi-
dual unions transcend the
old agreements made to
serve in times of expansion.

The purpose of the General
Council’s review of the trade
union structure is all about
how, at a time of heightened
class struggle, they can
maintain a united
bureaucracy to practise
their age-old craft of pre-
venting the working class
concentrating its force in a
single blow at the enemy.
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Worlkers
Press

and ‘terrorism
THREE young Irish people, arrested near the home
of Tom King, Tory minister responsible for the

~occupation of the north of Ireland, were ‘convicted
by media’ last week.

On Tuesday, four days before they were charged the
headlines screamed about ‘IRA assassins’. Even the

- liberal ‘Guardian’ joined in the chorus. What ‘justice’ can
they expect when they go on trial for conspiracy to
murder — a charge which can be ‘proved’ with ‘evidence’

- of ‘a nod and a wink’, and carries an unlimited sentence.

-~ When the police started a ‘hot line’ to which information

on ‘terrorists’ can be telephoned, the Labour leaders’
" paper, the ‘Daily Mirror’, told its readers ‘We want you
~to find these people.’

- This is a new and concerted attempt to whlp up hysteria
- against the Irish community. Every Irish family holi-
-daying in English coastal resorts, every Irish teenager
whosesearchforworklandshmorhermabondon slum,

‘becomes a ‘suspected terrorist’. -

The Prevention of Terrorism Act has already led to
thousands of raids, arrests, strip-searches, overnight
deportation of lmmlgrants settled in Britain, and to the
framing of the Guildford Four and ermmgham Six. The
new witch-hunt will lead to renewed and increased
intimidation. -

This is not limited to the Irish community, of course.
Last week the media’s moronic fire was turned on Jeremy
Corbyn MP, because he employs former anarchist Ronan
Bennett. Other political and trade union activists may
soon face the same treatment.

In the light of the press barrage, here are some
strajghtforward statements by ‘Workers Press’ about
‘terrorism’ in Britain and Ireland:

- -1. The overwhelming mass of violence and intimidation

(i.e. ‘terrorism’) in the six northern Irish counties —
?nd in Britain! — is carried out by the Brztlsh state
orces.

Every month, the army earries out dozens of break-
ins, beatings, shootings, unprovoked arrests and de-
tentlon The standard ‘punishment’. for IRA suSpects’
is a bullet in the back of the head, as recent cases in
Armagh, Strabane and west _Belfast testify.

2. The British forces have under their effective protec-
tion numerous loyalist para-military groups, in whose
hands there are a virtually unlimited quantity of arms
and ammunition.

3. The military policy of the IRA has, throughout the
lifetime of the Thatcher government and before, been
directed primarily against the occupation forces in the
six counties (over the last year, attacks have been
concentrated on army forts and police stations); the
IRA also aims at leading individuals in the Tory
go_vernment like Tom King and premier Thatcher, not
as ‘revenge’ for the deaths of IRA Volunteers killed at
Loughgall, but as a long-standing policy.

4. The IRA is opposed by an unholy alliance: the Brmsh
state, the leaders of the capitalist 26-county state who -
are now preparing an Extradition Bill to help hunt
down Republican fighters, and the Church.

The pro-imperialist Labour Party leaders always side
with the British state and the six-county occupation to
which the IRA is opposed. So do all the main Stalinist

- parties, including the Communist Party of ‘Great’
Britain, and the partitionist Workers’ Party in Ire-
land, whose leader Cathal Goulding recently attacked
the IRA as ‘Ireland’s Contras’ and ‘fascists’. =

5. These miserable cowards’ favourite trick is to quote

Lenin, who opposed the ‘terrorist’ strategy of the

- Russmn Narodniks, which was based on blowing up
individual members of the Tsarist autocracy (Lenin’s
own brother was executed after blowing off the Tsar’s
legs). They condemn, together with the British im-
perialist establishment, the ‘terrorism’ of the IRA; in
the next breath they quote Lenin against ‘terrorism’,
in order to bolster their pro-imperialist arguments.
Lenin would turn in his grave.

6. As Trotskyists, the Workers Revolutionary Party and
‘Workers Press’ declare our total solidarity with the
nationalist communities of the six counties, the Re-

publican movement, and its armed struggle, against
British 1mpenahsm

The strategy of Trotskyism is the moblhsatlon of the
working-class in revolutionary struggle against capi-

talism — as opposed to a perspective of individual
executions of ruling-class leaders and other guerrilla
actions. But in the struggle against British imperial-
ism and the occupation of the six counties, we clearly
side with those heroic fighters in the IRA who do carry
out such executions, and proudly declare that to the
whole working class

7. The British working-class movement has an absolute
duty to defend the Irish community from the present
witch-hunt. This means campaigning against the
Prevention of Terrorism Act and for the release of the
framed prisoners. The arrogant hypocrisy of the Tory

. press. s Quid of course be treated w1th the utter‘
" contempt it deserves: e BT S UEIE T S IR CR PSP RAT R
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COUNCILS UNDER THREAT

- Checklist of the
Tory onslaught

CAMDEN Council branch of the local government
union has produced a summary of the known legal,
financial, political and legislative threats to -the
local authority and .its work following the re-
election of the Tory government.

- Some items refer specifically to Camden but others are
common to every council. All reflect the extent of the attack

about to be launched and the consequent battles to be fought
for jobs and services, nghts and pnncnples in the coming

period.
This itemised timetable pro-

duced by Camden NALGO is a

valuable outline for all council
workers and service users, de-

tailing what to expect and when.

to expect it.
Budget for 1987-1 988

THE current gap forecast be-
tween income and spending for
Camden is £10-12 million. The
likelihood is that there will be a
legal challenge or action taken
by the district auditor if the situa-
tion is not resolved, probably to
apply spending cuts.

@ Action is likely in October
1987.

Budget for 1988-1989

THE gap forecast for Camden in
this regard is £60 million. Mea-

sures to fill the gap must be
taken in the current financial

year. Again, there is the likeli-
hood of legal chalienge or action
by the district auditor if the situa-
tion is not resolved.

@ Rate capping limits have
already been set. These can be
challanged but the final rate
must be set by 9 March 1988.

Capital Programme for
1987-1988 - -

THE programme is already fac-
ing difficulties in Camden, espe-
cially if the previously arranged
‘deferred purchase agreement’

‘does not go through.

® The final position will not be
clear until October 1987.

~ Capital Programme for

©1988-1989

THIS wil bo eftacted by’ the

viability of further deferred

purchase agreements and a
likely reduction in the legal
sources of finance (housing in-
vestment programme allocatlon
etc.).

@® The 1988-1989 all_ocatlon
should be announced in Novem-
ber 1987. |

Surcharge action
against councillors
DISTRICT auditor inquiries have

now begun in Camden which

may result in the surcharge and
disqualification of approximately
20 Labour councillors for delays

in the 1985-1986 rate-making

programme. |
@ Action would be initiated over
the next four months but the
legal process could take a year
or two.

District auditor inquiry _
into the Direct Labour
Organisation (DLO)

AN announcement of the clo-
sure of the entire DLO or its
loss-making sections, was made
in the House of Commons in
March 1987.

@ No time scale has yet been.
set.

Housing: new ‘rights’ |
for tenants

COUNCIL tenants will have the
right to ‘opt out’ to private land-
lords as well as to housing asso-
ciations and tenants co-
operatives, further undermining
the public housing sector and
threatening public service jobs.

@ Legislation to make this

- CENTRAL

possible iIs planned for Novem-
ber this year, setting an intro-
duction date for before the end
of 1988.

Housing: threat to
subsidies

A RESTRICTION in the coun-
cil's ability
from the rates fund is likely. If
endorsed, it would threaten
massive rent rises or job cuts, or
both. New powers to force coun-
cils to cut rent arrears are aiso
likely.

@® The proposed date for the
introduction of a Bill on these
measures is November 1988.

Housing: right to buy

tervene directly because of

alleged delays in the processing
of council house sales.

@® When this will be done is not
yet known but no new legislation
IS needed to enable the govem-
ment to act.

Local authorities: Ilmlts
to political activities
A COUNCIL'S right to issue

publicity material and informa-

tion about the effects of govern-
ment policies is to be severely
restricted by law.

@ Legislation is likely to make
this operative from November
1987.

Compulsory tendering
extension

SIX major services supplied by
local councils are to be opened
up for privatisation with the pos-
sibility that the Secretary of
State for the Enviroment will use
his discretionary powers to
name others. The six areas
name in the Tory manifesto
were: refuse collecting, street
and building cleaning, vehicle
maintenance, catering and
ground maintenance.

@® Legislation is likely to make
councils invite tenders for the
work from 1 April 1988.

to subsidise rents

government may in-

Limits on contract
- compliance procedures

THESE are the main safeguards
against unscrupuious or incom-
petent contractors taking over
services. A list of criteria on
heaith and safety standards,
equal opportunities etc are set
out to which they must adhere

-~ before being given .a tender.

The government plans to sev-
erely restrict this right or ban it
completely so that the lowness

of the tender will bethe sole

consideration.

@ Legisiation will likely make
this cperable from November

1987 or April 1988.

New restrictions on

- trade unions
THESE are to include the out-
lawing of the closed shop, im-
munity from trade union disci-
plinary action for strike-breakers

and imposition of postal as
against work-place ballots.

@ Legislation is likely by mid”
1988. |

Attack on polltlcal
» rights

ACTING on Lord Widdicombe’s
report of some eighteen months
ago the government wants to
restrict the political rights of
council staffs i.e. to prevent ‘poli-
tical’ appointments being made
by councils.

@ Legislation is likely on thIS in
1988.

‘Government takeover of -

planning powers

LEGISLATION is being readied

to grant government the power
to directly intervene in urban
areas on planning and employ-
ment issues. Mini Urban De-
velopment Corporations (UDCs)
would be set up to usurp local

“authority powers, substantially

undermining council jobs and
provision.

@ Timing is unclear but the aim
IS probably to set up the mini

UDCs in 1988.

WESTMINSTER

~ Massive housing
‘sale planned

A ONE-DAY. strike by

members of the local gov-
ernment union NALGO is
planned for the next
Housing Committee

‘meeting of the City of

Westminster council.

Council workers are fu-
rious at the Tory council’s

~proposal to sell off 11,000 of

its 23,000 properties.

Housing Deﬁartment
workers say they spend
more time boarding up
homes than re-housing

people.

Many of the 11,000 pro
erties are designated for the
elderly and disabled. It
seems that the council 1s
planning to offer £15,000
grants to encourage them to
move out and buy non-
council property.

Apart from the personal
problems involved in uproot-
ing whole families from their
accustomed home areas and
the principle of council hous-
ing as a right, tenants say
£15,000 is laughable.

Even a small cottage-type
house is anything from

£50:000 to £100,000° according *

to 1ts prox1m1ty to the centre
of London.

The council was forced to
abandon its plans when
angry tenants broke up a
meeting called to rubber-
stamp the decision. But the
council has arrogantly con-
tinued with seminars of
estate agents and councillors
to discuss the best way to sell
the properttes at the highest

prices.

The Council has also com-
missioned a private com-
pany to seal the doors and
windows of the 250 prop-
erties already empty with
heavy steel covers to keep
out squatters. They are re-
cruiting 200 special officials
in a £2.5 million sales opera-
tion, paying commission to
the officials on the homes
they sell.

- NALGO members say that
there are over 10,000 fami-
lies on the waiting list for
homes, and they expect 800
homeless familles to be in
temporary accommodation

by the end of the year. But

the council has plans for
them too!

More staff will be taken on
to strengthen the Homeless
Persons Unit to investigate
people in temporary accom-

- modation, 1t seems that con-

siderable -savings 'can be
made there.

LAMBETH

Services in

MANY OF Lambeth Coun-

cil’s services are at breaking
point due to high vacancy
levels and lack of govern-
ment finance.

Council workers in_hous-
ing, social services and other
areas feel all they have to
offer service users is a shoul-

~der to cry on, and in some

areas the council is failing to
:neet its statutory obhga-
ions

There are not enough SO-
cial workers to cover all the
children deemed to be ‘at

risk’. With memories of the
Jasmine Beckford and Tyra

Henry cases still present,
this is frightening.

Staff vacancies of 40 per
cent in the Town Hall’s Chief
Executive’s office brought
workers out on a one-day
strike last Wednesday. Only
two workers from the section
crossed the large picket line
to go to work. Everybody
else was on the steps of the
Town Hall.

The Chief Executive’s
office consists of the Com-
munity Grants office (which
provides grants for volun-
tary organisations like the
law centres), the women’s,
race, welfare rights, inner-
city and police units. All

.workers are members. of the
‘local 'government

union
NALGO |

Crisis

Staff shortages mean ser-
vices cannot be properly pro-
vided. It is a method used by
the council of old to save
money on wages from tlght
budgets. Many of the posts
have been vacant for 12

months.

Feeling runs high amongst
staff over the vacancy level,
as it does in other directo- |
rates like Seocial Services,
Housing and the libraries
section.

As the Tory cuts and puni-
tive legislation bite deeper ~
the leadership of the council
are planning to cover a £60
million deficit by recruiting
to only 25 per cent of vacan-
cies.

Tlns can only ensure that
services detenorate further
and will force workers to
take more and more indust-
rial action. Councillors are
also proposing to save
money by raising rents and
other council charges for
:neals-on-wheels and ameni-
ies

The plans in Lambeth re-
flect the plans of Labour
councillors all over the coun-
try - to- make their workers
'ahd the, comiiunity pay for
’gov’efnment ‘cats: -




*

Housing Action Trusts

THE government is planning to
set up these organisations for
specific housing estates, com-
plete with powers to renovate
presmises and transfer tenure of
the occupants. |

In addition 10 the threat to

tenants, the operation of this
~plan, along with the other pre-
“viously outlined action on hous-
ing matters, poses a direct
- threat to around 1,000 local au-

thority ‘jobs in.Camden alone.

oL

islation on Housing Ac-
tion Trusts is planned for this

- November, leading to its activa-
_tion by the end of next year.

Education

ALL schools will be
right to transfer from local to
central state control.

Inner London boroughs will be
able to leave the Inner London
Education Authority (ILEA). This
could result in ILEA disinteqrat-
ing — which is the object of the
exercise.

@® Legislation on the subject is
expected to be fully operational
by the end of 1988. .

Introduction of Poll Tax
LOCALLY determined non-

~, domestic rates are to be re-

‘placed with a unified business

_rate, fixed at a single national
level by central government.

. Further plans for
Housing

| -.A'JWHITE paper is in preparation

~which will summarise most of
the Tory plans for the housing
sector including the deregulation
of the private-rented sector.

given the

~ marriage.

- Anti-de

week’s Workers

1

LAST Sunday was the nation-

-al day of action against deten-

tion and deportations.

Despite heavy rain over 50
people took
stration at Leicester prison
called by Hackney and Leices-
ter Anti-deportation Cam-
paigns (right). |

At present N.J. Vadher is

detained in Welford Road
Prison and is likely to be

deported simply because he

is having problems with his
This is his 'secohd spell in-
side. The first ended after he
made up with his wife over
previous marital problems.

The presence of the Leices-
ter Troops Out Movement
banner at the protest high-
lighted the links between the
immigration laws, the racist
treatment of irish people
under the Prevention of Ter-

- rorism Act and the incarcera-

tion of Prisoners-of-War in
British jails. ~

Republican PoWs Paul
Kavanagh, Brian Keenan and
Patrick McGee are also im-

- prisoned in Leicester.

After the demonstration
there was a public meeting
with speakers from Leicester
rtation Campaign,
the Raclal Attacks Monitoring

Project and the Renukaben

Lakhani Campaign (see last
ress).

@ Leicester Anti-Deportation
Campaign meets fortnightly
on Fridays at 10.30a.m. at the

Highfieids Advice Centre, 6

Seymour Street. The cam-
paign welcomes victims who
require support and indi-
viduals/groups who want to
fight against the racist laws.

school year’.

Things have changed
1n education and no
amount of wishful

thinking by Thatcher,

Baker and the Tory
press will get the genie

back into the bottle.

There have been more

than two years of indust-

rial action in defence of

living standards, trade

union rights and the prin-
ciple of free comprehen-

sive state education.

[f the Tory government
thinks that teachers have

~been defeated and that its
ever-growing list of reaction-

ary proposals will meet no

resistance, they mistake the
cowardice and betrayals of
the union leaderships for the
mood of the membership.

Teachers are angry and

bitter at the erosion of their

conditions of work. Baker’s
imposed contract (‘con-
trick’) has been revealed as
a vicious. aftack upon the
educaticn service.

Up and down the country
teachers have found that
they are now expected to
work to the whim of head-
teachers. |

The increase in the power

of heads is designed to re-
move the control over the

intensity of work which

teachers gained in the

course of their actions: it is

also designed to free heads

from the control of Local

Education Authorities where

»

THE return to
work after the
summer holidays
by teachers in Eng-
land and Wales is
not the beginning
of ‘just another

[ BY MICK KING

these authorities decide to
pursue a policy at odds with
Tory plans. y

Hoping that headteachers’
studies will open up to reveal
a rash of Honeyfords and
Boysons eager to combat
‘teacher power’, the govern-
ment has given head-
teachers powers to ‘direct’
‘their’ staff to work whatev-

er hours and in whatever

conditions they choose —
conditions of employment
familiar to 19th century mill
workers.

~ The Tory press has been

eager {o speculate on the
shape of the restyled educa-
tion system: vouchers to be
spent in schools of parents’
‘choice’, schools opting out
of local authority control,
city technology colleges, the
national curriculum, the role
of education management
and now the Government
Education Initiative.

What is clearly shown is
that the present leaderships
of both the National Union of
Teachers and the National
Association of Schoolmas-
ters/ Union of Women
Teachers are not only incap-
able of fighting back — they
are determined to see resist-
ance crushed.

The NUT national execu-
tive has recently decided to

“have bi-annual conferences

and to proscribe the rank-
and-file campaigning orga-
nisation LAPACC. These
measures are undertaken to
stiffle the growing support
for the left in the union.

The last NUT conference

showed a widening gulf be-

tween the leadership and the

membership, with the lead-
ership losing votes and only
narrowly winning others. An
executive motion to pros-

cribe LAPACC did not even

get debated for fear of being

lost..

art in a demon-

.

Workers Press has been
proved correct in stressing
the decisive character of the

-struggle for union demo-

cracy. | |

Teachers should note the
suspension and expulsion of

the local NUT leadership in

inner London. The national

leadership of the NUT will -

stop at nothing to retain con-
trol. They are driven on an
ever more reactionary
cou'rse. They must be thrown
out!

The elections for national
officers and national execu-
tive members in the NUT
will take place this term. It

1s essential to fight for active

campaigns in all associa-
tions for the largest possible

-vote.

Previous elections have

seen a low poll and, com-

bined with an electoral sys-
tem that most members
don’t understand, this has
seen the present ‘Broad Left’
leadership home and dry.

These elections can be an
important factor in the
struggle to have a strong
democratic union which will
defend teachers and will
oppose Tory education

policy. |

day on depa

— EDUCATION IN CRISIS

eturn Schoo

" Workers Press Saturday September 12 1987 PAGE 3

-

| meal cuts

-endanger health

PLANNED CUTS in
school meals threaten
to doom many children
to early deaths in
adulthood from heart
disease. | |
- The Health Visitors’

Association warned the
TUC of the risks to 500,000

~children in low-income

families who will lose
their free lunches next
April.

Children will be more ex-
posed to unhealthy food
when the government re-
places family income sup-
plement (FIS) with famil
credit, says the HVA. |

Based on school meal
prices last year, the credit
would provide 61 pence a day
to substitute their right to
free meals under FIS.

Children in poorer families
dependent on the credit and
housing benefit would re-
ceive 45 pence a day.

But a national survey last
month showed 45 pence

would buy primary school

meals this autumn only in

- Derbyshire, Haringey, Man-

Severe teaching

staff shortages

A SEVERE shortage of teachérs in particular subjects is one

of the principle messages of a report by

Schools for England. Unfilled vacancies have meant in some

instances a reduction in curriculum.

The position deterio-

rated last year and the report details over 1,100 unfilled

vacancies.

The vacancies noted are for senior posts in all ‘shortage’

subjects in secondary schools.
still classes with more than

In primary schools there are

35 pupils and some local

education authorities are experiencing difficulty in reecruit-
Ing teachers of the youngest children.
An additional problem, especially in the south east, is the

effect of rapidly increasing housing costs compared to the

rest of the country.

HM Inspectors of

chester, Sandwell and inner

- London. |

Barely a third of author-
ities will serve meals soon
for 61 pence, according to the
survey conducted by Labour
camﬁ»aign coordinator
Frank Dobson MP.

cash is linked to the new

average price in England

and Wales — 64 pence — this
sum will not pay for lunches
In many areas.

The change will limit free
school meals to children
from homes living on the
state poverty line — sup-

glementaljy benefit, which
-decomes income support in
April. \

Authorities will be forced
to end schemes which give
discretionary meals to chil-
dren whose parents are not
receiving income support or
family credit. -

With mounting poverty,
the number of children tak-
ing free school meals rose
from, 898,769 in 1979 to
1,143,817 in 1986 — despite a

million fewer children and
-tighter qualification require-

ments.

Yet the government
slashed its school meals
budget by over a third from
£415 million in 1984/1985 to
£280 million in 1986/1987.

School lunches — sand-
wiches — are limited to chil-
dren who qualify for free
provision in Buckingham-
shire, Dorset, Hereford and
Worcester and Lincolnshire.

~Last year the I'epartment
of Health reported: |
® Nearly all children ate
many chips, crisps, cakes
and biscuits.

@® One in three consumed too
much fat.

® Older children who ate
outside school — especially

girls — chose inadequate
meals. SO
" THE United Kingdom has

And if the higher credit

the world’s Worst record
for deaths through heart

disease — meore than

180,000 in 1985 and over
32,000 before the age of 65
in England and Wales —
with the highest rates
among the poer.

The HVA fears school
meals economies will put
children in danger as_t}gf-‘
rived famme:oJuggle little
money for f and other
household items.

‘In its motion the associa-
tion called for the TUC to
press the government to res-

-tore a-full school meals ser-

vice, free to children from
low-income families.

It wants nutritional stan-
dards for the meals — scrz;fs—
ped in 1980 — to meet lev
recommended by the Nation-
al Advisory Committee on
Nutrition Education
(NACNE) and the DHSS
Committee on Medigal
Aspects of Food Policy
(COMA)..

Jackie Strange congress
delegate from Dursley,
Gloucestershire, said: ‘Free
school meals are vital to
children of low-paid parents
— for their welfare and ener-
gy to concentrate and learn.

‘Good nutritional stan-
dards are crucial together
with health education in
schli)ols to teach pupils to eat
well.’

'@ In another motion the'

HVA asked the TUC to urge
the government to ensure
councils have enough money
to improve homes in the pub-
lic sectors. Latest figures
published in 1981 revealed
1.2 million homes in England
and Wales were unfit.

One million lacked one or
more basic amenities and
many needed major repairs.
Four million properties
overall were classified as
substandard. @




answers,
| ne“Wspaper reports of
Hayward’s ‘alleged

Violence at
WOrK—a |

growing issue

BY JEFF JACKSON

ABUSE, harassment and violence faced by
public services workers is a growing issue.

Whereas there is a movement towards monitor-
ing incidents and negotiations with managements
to cut down the threat of violence, the real concern
is what practical steps are being taken to reduce
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® WAS drug-trafficking
British army Captain
Simon Hayward the man

who mowed down three

IRA Volunteers, with 53
shots from less than flve
metres? |

@ IS Hayward the real

name of ‘Soidier A’, who,
in a statement to an in-
quest in Strabane, near
Derry, admitted firing 28 of

the shots after the Volun-

teers had fallen to the
ground?

® WAS the shooting, in
which the three men were
wiped out by bullets from a

Heckler & Koch assault

rifie and a Browning auto-

matic pistol,
SAS operation, worked out
with the sectarian RUC
police? |

THESE are the ques-
tions to which the fami-

‘lies of murdered

Volunteers Charles
Breshin, Michael De-

vine and David Devine

are demanding

following

part of an

part in the Strabane
killings.

The inquest in the three
men’s deaths ended
abruptly in April, with a
verdict of ‘death due to
gunshot wounds’. '

- Six local witnesses were
intimidated by the RUC into
withdrawing their evidence;
members of the famlly,
lawyers and observers from
the Republican movement
were subject to repeated
physical abuse and threats
during the inquest — while
the soldiers involved were
exempted from appearing in
court and simply submltted
statements.

Articles in the British
press since Hayward was
Jailed for drug-trafficking in
Sweden, suggesting that he
was involved in the opera-

tion, - having strengthened

beliefs in the nationalist

community that it was set up
by the SAS.

such risks.
Improved protection and

posed to violence, mini-
mum * staffing levels and
specialist training are
among the whole range of
issues being looked into, as
a recent survey by the
Labour Research Depart-
ment points out.

One of the chief findings
of the survey, carried out
over a two-month period in
May and June, was the
high percentage of racial

corded. -

In workplaces where
black workers were em-
ployed, 54 per cent had ex-
perienced racial harass-
ment; in workplaces where
women workers were em-
ployed, 49 per cent had ex-
perlenced sexual harass-
ment.

There were also indica-
tions that these areas were
under-reported; a major
dlfflculty 1S . persuadlng
management to take such
issues seriously.

The report from Norfolk
County Council (libraries)
said: ‘In libraries 70 per
cent of the staff are women
but most management are
men. I have heard, in cases
of sexual abuse and harass-
ment to women staff mem-
bers, the management
saying, ‘‘She must have en-
couraged him.” That is the
main problem.’

Two-thirds of the work-

places reported that levels

of violence had increased
over the last five years.
The two causes most com-
monly referred to for this
increase were unemploy-
ment and the reduction in

staffing levels.

The view emerging from
local authority workplaces,

~n

beneflts for workers ex- -

and sexual harassment re-

central govemment offices
and the health service was
overwhelmingly that of the
inability to cope with the
increased demand when
facilities were simul-
taneously being drastically
reduced.

In relation to that, .the
expression ‘frustration’
came up again and again

- as the reason for the in-

crease in violence as a
reaction to the poverty of
the services provided.

Increased social distress

leading to greater demands
" and general hostility In
_attitude of media and pub-

lic alike towards public ser-
vants; inadequate staff
training, under-funded re-
sources of services ex-
pected to provide commun-
ity care . . . Most aspects
covered in this survey can-
not be touched on in this
brief article. -

The conclusion reached,

however, that manage-

ments should accept more
responsibility for the
health and safety of work-

ers exposed to the type of

risks involved in public sec-
tor work falls far short of
what is really needed.

These questions are only

resolvable by the working
- class taking on more re-

sponsibilty, not handing it
over to management. In-
creasing numbers of work-
ers are realising that this is
the case as the contradic-
tions in capitalist decay i in-
tensify.

As workers come for-
ward to defend their jobs
and conditions of employ-
ment which every day are
being eroded with the
onslaught of Thatcherism,
the task of working class
leadership becomes ever
more urgent.

. e S o P ey, T s,

“ers’ Relatives’
Committee last week lob-

‘If these allegations

proved to be true, that Cap-

tain Hayward organised the
shooting, as opposed to parti-
cipating in it, then he should
have been called as a wit-
ness at the inquest,” said
Frank Collins, the Devine
family’s solicitor recently.

Local Sinn Fein councillor
Ivan Barr was quoted in the
‘Republican News’ as
saying: ‘As neither the Brit-
1sh army, the RUC or Hay-
ward, who has access to the
media from his prison cell,
have attempted to deny

- these allegations, the indica-

tions are that they are in-
deed accurate.

“The only conclusion which
we can draw is that the in-
quest, over 17 days, was a
criminal conspiracy involv-

ing wholesale perjury by
~senior RUC and British

army officers to conceal all
evidence of the involvement
of the RUC Special Branch,
their informant and the SAS

execution squad in the pre-

"SAS: call for
inquiry

meditated murders of
Charles Breslin and the De-

vine brothers.’

Ivan Barr and two other
Sinn Fein councillors walked
out of a council meeting af-
ter Independent nationalists,
Social Democratic Labour
Party members and Union-
ists united to block discus-
sion on their motion calling

for an independent mquxry
into the killings.

When the resolution —

. which proposed that the

council write to human
rights organisations to win
support for a public inquiry
— was moved, Unionist
councillors moved next busi-
ness.

That resolution, along with
one not to take a report from
councillors mandated to
attend the 17-day inquest,
was accepted, and the Sinn
Fein councillors walked out
in protest.

The three IRA Volunteers k:lled in the ambush at Stmbane on 23

February
Charlie Breslin

1985. Top to bottom: David and Michael Devine and

Inti
in

TENSION is growing
in Portlaoise jail in
southern Ireland,
where 102 Republican
prisoners are being
subject to increased in-
timidation and cen-
sorship of letters.

The Portlaocise Prison-
Action

bied the Department of
Justice in Dublin, to high-
light demands that have
been made to the prison
authorities:

1 Release dates to be stated

for prisoners serving
~ Iife sentences.

2 Compassmnete parole for
those serving 40 years.

An end to strip-searching.

More ‘open’ visits.

An end to solitary con-
finement.

6 An end to the censorship
of prisoners’ letters.

An average of 100 strip-
searches are carried out on
the Portlacise men each
month. And so far this year,
17 requests for compassion-

o

“ate parole have been turned

down, while men serving 40
years are not aillowed parole
under any circumstances.

The present tension has
been brought to a head by

the censorship of letters to

TDs (members of the Leins-
ter House parliament),
trades unionists, journalists,
bishops and the Irish Council
for ClVl] Liberties about con-
ditions in jail.

Describing condmons in
Portlaoise, a recently re-
leased prisoner said that

prisoners who refused strip-

searches are physically

beaten. Cells are raided in-
discriminately, and violent-
ly, by warders and gardai
(police).

‘The punishment for

‘““assault’’ is solitary confine-

ment which can last up to
four months,” said former
prisoner Brian Tumelty in a
‘Republican News’ inter-
view.

‘You lose all ‘‘pri-
vileges’’, as the authorities

call the rights which men
have won over the years.
You get one hour’s exercise
per day and no shop, no
visits or letters.’

Meanwhile in the new
Magilligan prison in the six
counties, where the author-
ities are attempting to en-
force integration of loyalist
and Republican prisoners
who were previously kept
separate, conditions are also
worsening.

There still exists ‘a sadis-
tic group of diehards’ among
prison officers, says a recent
letter by a Republican pris-
oner to ‘Republican News’,
who ‘go out of their way to

lay petty and trumped-up
charges against prisoners,
resulting in loss of remis-
sion. Prisoners are now con-
fined to cells more than ever
and vindictive censorship
ensures that republicans
spend their time idly.

‘While it takes three
months for six words of-

Gaeilge to pass through cen-
sors, pornographic material
(rejected by Republicans)
goes unchecked. The hist of
injustices are endless and as
each day passes the sitaution
is further exacerbated.’

Another nationalist prison-
er writes of the atmosphere

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN
HM Prison Long Lartin, South
Littleton, Evesham, Worcs,
WR11 5TZ .
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence,
464984 '
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sent-
ence, 464989.
PETER JORDAN, 15-year sent-
ence, H22338.
EDDIE BUTLER, Lide sentence,
338637. |
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 131877.
GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year
sentence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB,
ence, B51715.
ANDY MULRYAN, 20-year sent-
ence, 461576.
PATRICK MULRYAN, 20-year
sentence, 461575.

NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence,
879225.

17-year seht—

PARKHURST
HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport,
Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX

PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year

sentence, 342603.
GERRY McDONNELL, Life sent-
ence, B75882.
PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence,
863532.
SEAN McSHANE, B75898.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence
69204.
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence,
B75880.

WAKEFIELD -
HM Prison Love Lane, Wake-
field, W Yorks. WF2 9AG.
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence,
338636.

CON McFADDEN, 20-year sent-
ence, 130662.

STRANGEWAYS
HM Prison Southall Street, Man-
chester 3. Lancs.

NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sent-
ence, B71644.

- ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle
of Wight, PO30 5RS |
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence,
119087. -
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence,
338638.
BILLY GRIMES, 10-year sentence,
78647. '
SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence,
758661.

GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd,
Market Harborough, Leics, LE16
7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sent-
ence, 463799,
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sent-
ence 758663. u
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence,
338635
ROY WALSH, Life sentence
119083.

FRANKLAND

HM Prison Finchale Ave, Bras-

side, Durham

WILLIAM ABMSTRONG, Life sent-

ence, 119085

BRENDAN DOWD, Life sentence,
758662

PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence

119034.

MICHAEL J McKENNLY, 16-year
sentence, L46486.

EDDIE O'NEINLL, 20-year sent-
ence, 135722.

LEICESTER
HM Prison Welford Rd, Leices-
ter, LE2 7AJ
PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence,
1888.
BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sent-
ence, B26380.
PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence,
B75881.

idation grows
-county jail

of terror induced by integra-

tion with the loyalists:

‘Because I have been
forced to integrate in the
same wings and visiting
areas with loyalists, I and
my visitors are constantly
open to identification by
loyalists, and every naticnal-
ist must sureiry understand
what that could lead to: a
murder bid on myself or a

- member of my family.’

British trades unionists
and socialists have a respon-
siblity to campaign constant-
ly over the issue of the Irish
Republican prisoners, west-
ern Europe’s largest body of
political prisoners.:

WORMWOOD SCRUBS
HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane
Road, London W12 OAE

" DONAL CRAIG, 4 years.

VINCE DONNELLY, Life Sent-
ence, 274064. |

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Old Eilvert
Street, Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sent-
ence, D25134.
ELLA ODWYER, Life sentence,
D25135.
REMAND PRISONERS
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brix-
ton, London SW2 5XF.
G. (DANNY) McNAMEE, 148616
LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694
LIAM QUINN, 49930

INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
BRITISH POLICE: :
CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719,
HM Prison Styal, Wilmslow,
Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Pris-
on Gartree. |

- PAUL HILL, 462778. HM Prison

Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM
Prison Long Lartin. ,
JUDITH WARD, HM Pnson
Durham.

"HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM
Prison Gartree.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Pris-
on, Long Lartin.

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM
Prison Frankland.

RICHARD MCcILKENNY, 509497,
HM Prison Wormwood Scrubs.
PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison
Gartree.

PATRICK McLOUGHLIN, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs.

———— - ————— .. "



WHEN workers at Howden’s Engineer-
ing, Glasgow, heard they were to be
visited by ‘Queen Boadicea’ Thatcher
last week, they voted overwhelmmgly to

strike.

In stepped Gavin Laird, leader of the Amalga-
mated Engineering Union (AEU), and Scottish
Trades Union Congress secretary Campbell
Christie, to sort something out.

Her Ladyship would do
a shop-floor walk-about.
In return the shop ste-
wards’ committee would
be granted an audience.
Thatcher’s disgusting
Scottish publicity stunt
was saved.

That evening., Christie

addressed the Glasgow
Trades Council about the

campailgn for a Scottish

Assembly. He ‘sympathised’
with a questioner who said
that ‘time-wasting™ delega-
fions to the Scottish Office
should be stopped: but they
were ‘important for our cre-
dibility as a movement.” he
explamned.

This is the central problem
for the Scottish trade union
and Labour movement: you
can not crawl on your belly
to the Tories and fight them
at the same time'

® When voung workers at
the Mornris furniture factory
in Glasgow staged a two-
vear union recognition
strike. financial support was

raised — but never once did

trade union leaders attempt
to mobilise the industrial
strength of the ‘Red Clyde’
behind these heroic fighters
for trade union rights.

@ When the Caterpillar fac-
tory was occupied in a bid to
defend jobs in recession-
ravaged Lanarkshire, trade

union officialdom brought

enormous pressure to bear
on the workforce to end the
sit-in and comply with
Thatcher’s anti-union laws.
@® When the latest round of
job cuts in the Lower Clyde
shipyards was announced.
another shop stewards’ con-
ference was called and
another wordy protest
addressed to the Tory axe-
woman.

Scottish workers must de-
mand: no more delegations
to the Scottish Office! No
more audiences with Thatch-
er! No more disgraceful bet-
rayals, like that of Caterpil-
lar, ‘in the name of the law’!
No more collaboration with
the anti-union laws or the
MSC slave-labour agency!

- THE SCOTTISH TUC and
Labour leaders must be
committed, in advance,

to supporting workers

who i1nitiate sit-ins,
strikes and other forms of
trade union action in de-
fence of jobs and demo-
cratic rights.

Two very concrete cases
are coming up:

1. Scottish civil servants and
white-collar council work-
ers are discussing how to
resist co-operation with

“the poll tax;

2. Scottish teachers are
working out a campaign
against the draconian
plans of extreme right-
- wing Scottish education
minister Michael For-
syth, to take schools out
of local authority control.

These actions must re-
- celve the full backing of the
whole working-class move-
ment.

- And the question must be -

asked: why are the trade

BY SIMON PIRANI

union and Labour leaders —
who are doing nothing to de-
fend jobs or local councils
from the Tory onslaught —
so keen on a Scottish Assem-
bly anyway?

The kind of assembly they
are proposing — made up of
MPs, councillors, bureauc-
rats and church representa-
tives, and subordinate to
Westminster — can only be all
echo-chamber for more
empty speeches which bet-
ray real struggles.

The fight to defend )obs,
local democracy and work-
ing-class rights could only be
taken forward by a workers’
assembly, where delegates
from trade unions, shop-
stewards’ committees.

tenants’ groups, and other

working-class bodies. can

meet and organise.

‘IT IS PRECISELY be-
cause devolution poses
such a far-reaching chal-
lenge to the centralised
state that 1t will be stoutly
resisted by Mrs Thatch-
er’s government,” writes
Labour MP Robin Cook
(‘Glasgow Herald’,
Thursday September 3).

He calls for the Devolu-
tion Bill, being presented
in parliament, to be ‘but-
tressed by campaigning

initiatives to demonstrate
the degree of popular sup-
port for it’.

If the ‘legitimate de-
mand’ for an Assembly is
voted down. Cook says

No more Caterpiilar-

bal support for workers’

struggles on such issues

— while the trade union
and Labour leaders con-
tinue their betrayals.

The Scottish working
class could no more trust
such an assembly as a
means of achieving
socialismn than 1t can
trust Westminster. Only a
working-class assembly,
made up of delegates

from workers’ organisa-

tions, could take forward
the struggle on jobs,
basic rights and de-
mnocracy.

THE SCOTTISH TUC has
already told us its propos-
als to solve the crisis of

unemployment and
poverty.
Its booklet ‘Scotland: A

Land Fit For People’ argues

for not only a Scottish

Assembly but also a Scottish
Economic Planning Office
which will work with the
MSC, a Scottish Economic

Development Council, a -

Scottish Takeovers Watch-
dog Body, a ‘strategy
framework for the handling
of mergers and takeovers’, a
‘sustained campaign to
bring corporate headquar-
ters to Scotland’, changes to
the Scottlsh Development
Association, ‘a new strategy
on inward investment’, a
Scottish Research and De-
velopment coordinating
body, and a Scottish Interna-
tional Trading Agency.

There are a few vague re-
ferences in this glossy book-
let to increased public own-
ership. But, essentially, it
argues for more capitalist

- investment in Scotland — in

other words, the continua-
tion of multi-national plun-
der, of private ownerslnp, of
the Common Market.

Just one example: the
booklet calls for ‘the con-
tinued existence of a recog-
nisably separate finance in-
dustry in Scotland which

type betrayals!

‘that Labour MPs should
- consider inviting the
other Scots MPs to meet
with them in Scotland in a
prototype assembly’.

Well let’s talk like
grown-ups. Everyone
knows the Tories will vote

. down the Devolution Bill
and reject its legitimate
demands; everyone also
knows the Scottish
Labour MPs will then
head for Edinburgh and
establish thelr ‘pro-
totype’. -

Then what will it do?
According to Cook, it will
‘show the Scottish people
the more open and more
fertile policies they might
expect from their own
Assembly’.

But what about the clo-
sures? What about the
massacre of local council
powers? What about the
poll tax? At most,
speeches will be made in
-the ‘prototype assembly’,
Just as they are at West-

addresses the real,
term needs of the Scottish
economy’. The banking sys-
tem, the heart and brain of
monopoly capitalism, is

~ thus to remain not only un-

touched, but encouraged!

The Labour bureaucrats
and reactionary Communist
Party leaders who voted for
this programme of capitalist
expanswn no longer even re-
fer to ‘socialism’ in their
holiday speeches.

The struggle for a socialist
programme — starting with
the nationalisation, under
‘workers’ control, of the
banks, major industries and
financial institutions — must
again be undertaken in the
labour movement not only in
Scotland but throughout Bri-
tain. At the forefront of this
campaign will be the Work-
ers Revolutionary Party.
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‘ALL Haal, the Scottish
Workers’ Republzc de-
clared the great Scot-
tish revolutionary,

John Maclean, m Au-

gust 1920.

‘For some time past
the feeiing has been
grounng that Scotland
should strike out for
natiwonal imdependence,
as well as Ireland and

other lands.

‘This has recently‘

been strengthened by
the English govern-
ment’s intention to rely
mainly on Scottish
troops to murde'r the Ir-
ish race.’

Maclean, anxious to

seize hold of the instabil-
ity that gripped the Brit-

- ish empire after World

War I, had his own vision

of a Scottish parliament:

“The control must be in the
of the workers only
male and female alike, each
workshop and industry send-

ng delegates to dzstnct coun-
czls and the National
Council.

‘The National Council

must be established in or near

Glasgow, as half the popula-

tion lives within a radius of
20 miles from Glasgow.

‘In the period of transition
a wage-earners’ dictatorship
must guide production, and
the tion of the machin-
ery and methods of produc-
tion, to communist methods.’

In November of the same

. year, Maclean wrote: ‘I hold

that the British empire is the
greatest menace to the hu-
man race. Lloyd George’s

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
PUBLIC MEETING

How to fight the Tories

Monday 14 September 7.30p.m.
Craigneuk Community Centre
Shieldmuir Street

Cralgneuk, Motherwell
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socialist programme
or Scotland!

-minster, expressing ver-

Y Scottish TUC must back
workers’ struggles *

o A AR N AR IR A ADRRRIC L RRIRTMAR R

JOHN MACLEAN

Caermnarvon speech proves it.

‘The  best interests of
humanity can therefore be
served by the break-up of the
British empire. The Insh the
I ndztahrézs and o%l;hm are hglay—

ing r part not
the Scott%?z” youg

Revolutionaries of today
may well differ with Mac-
lean’s view of the Scottish
national question; equally
they may oppose, from the
viewpoint of scientific Marx-
ism, his behef in ‘celtic com-

But who can mistake his.
faith in the revolutionary
capacity of the working
class, and his utter disdain
for reformlsm and tnot-
ism, expressed in lns
of a Scottish workers re-
public?

What a gulf separates this
great communist from the
miserable creatures of the
STUC leadership who want a

- Scottish Assembly not to

take the side of workers in
struggle against Thatcher
but toe make empty
speeches!

Edited, with a new introduction by Terry Brotherstone
Price 75p
ISBN: 0 86151 073 9

New Park Publications Ltd, 10-12 Atlantic Road, London SW9 gHY.

Tel 01-274 8342

Also dlstnbuted by:

Hope Streel Book Centre 321 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 3PT. Tel:
041 -332 8881 |
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BEHIND THE

|__BYPETER RICKARD

IT HAS widely been expected that the American
build-up of military forces in the Gulf was the
prelude to an invasion of Iran.

This, however, is not the main reason for the

increasing presence of US

forces.

Since the start of the Iran-
Iraq war, which began on 21
September 1979, eight years

- of fighting have seen not only

many thousands killed and
injured, but widespread des-
truction of industry
housing in both countries.

As the destruction con-
tinues the bill for rebuilding

. these areas mounts. The im-

perialist powers are not slow
in realising that there will be
a great deal of money to he
made once the war is

finished. A rough estimate -

for Iran is $20 billion. The
longer it goes on, the greater
the cost of rebuilding.

It i1s necessary to examine

what has been happening in
Iran since 1979, when the
revolution — in which the
Iranian working class play-
ed a major role — overthrew
the Shah, and Khomeiny
came to power.

Clearly, imperialism has
made no attempt to bring
down the Khomeiny govern-
ment. This regime has done
nothing to break up the
bourgeois state but has, on
the contrary, protected it.
This achievement has been
more important than any dif-
ferences the imperialist
powers may otherwise have
with Khomeiny.

It was necessary for the'

new regime to build an orga-
nisation similar to the Shah’s
hated Savak secret police,

although it could not openly

utilise the services of the old
agents. '

Recruitment to this new
state apparatus came from

the most backward elements

amongst the peasantry and

petty-bourgeoisie. To be

working directly for the reg-
ime offered them a step up
the ladder.

It is estimated that nearly
1 million people now work
for the regime. As long as
the war continues this rep-
ressive organisation will be
able to exist. |

The tanker war, and the

and_

, British and French naval

re-flagging of Kuwaiti ships

under the protection of the
US navy, came about only
after the Stalinists in Mos-
cow offered the Kuwaitis the
protection of their flag.

The refusal by the
Kuwaitis led Moscow into
further twists and the offer
to the Iranians to open the oil

pipelines, which had been

closed since the overthow of
the Shah.

This would allow the oil
revenue to continue and the

- Iranian war machine to be

financed.

In the last two weeks im-
perialism and Stalinism
have been frantically putting
together a so-called ‘peace
plan’. This will be very hard

- to implement. In Iran the

regime of Khomeiny, which
1s tied up with the war and
the suppression of all opposi-
tion, will become extremely
vulnerable.

Since the first days of the

- revolution, the Khomeiny

regime has made one of its
main aims the break-up of
all independent organisa-
tions of the working class.

Peace 1n Iran would open
the way for these organisa-
tions to surge forward again.
Imperialism would then
have to replace Khomeiny
and the mullahs with
another section of the indige-
nous bourgeoisie.

. This would create condi-
tions for another revolution.
All revolutionaries inside
and outside Iran must not
miss this chance of striking a
crushing blow against im-
perialism and Stalinism.

® Turn the end of war into
revolution!

® Re-build the factory and
peasants’ committes
(Shoras)!

® Build the Iranian section
of Fourth International!

® Forward with the reorga-
nising of the Fourth Interna-
tional!

IRAQ SEEKS
FRESH LOANS

IRAQI officials are coming to London this month to negotiate
new lines of credit, as £275 million from City bankers Morgan

Grenfell and £300 million from

end of the year.

Midiand Bank run out at the

From being one of the richest ‘Third World’ countries,
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq has run deep into debt, with falling oil
rices and the cost of the Gulf war. The regime owes around
billion abroad. Saudi and Kuwaiti loans have bankrolled
the Iraqi regime for much of the war. These creditors have
had to be patient for repayments. Japanese companies have
been offered oil in part payment of debts.
The new Gulf crisis has boosted oil prices and possibly US
willingness to help. Iraqi officials are going to Washington to

negotiate debt restructuring.

Bank must repay Libya

LIBYA has won a High Court
action to recover £177 million
of deposits placed with the
London Branch of Bankers
Trust. The US bank had re-
fused to pay out the money,
claiming it was covered by
the freeze that President
Reagan imposed on Libyan
assets in 1986 as part of the
so-called anti terrorism
campaign. |

The Libyans invoked the
‘long-standing practice that
- money deposited in London
is repayable there. Bankers
Trust had refused to pay,

claiming that it would be in
breach of US law, and stated
that the money would have
to pass through the US bank
clearing system, on US terri-
tory. "

The outcome of ‘this court
actlon 1s contradictory.
According to the ‘Financial
Times’, the banking world is
relieved that the judgement
has clarified the legal posi-
tion of deposits in London,
and weakened the possibility

of an assets freeze as an

instrument of international

politics.

RINTERNATIONAL NEWS
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- Mexican VW strike success

AFTER 58 days, the strike of the Mexican Volkswagen workers
has come to a successful end. A 78-per-cent increase in wages
was negotiated and all threats of redundancies withdrawn. The
independent VW trade union is sending messages of thanks to
the workers in solidarity abroad.
ABOVE: Workers wait for the outcome of negotiations

Pe

ARGENTINA’s opposi-
tion Peronists claimed

ronists

P

victory in last week’s
elections, winning a
majority of seats in the -

- House of Deputies and of
- provincial governorships.

‘We are now the majority,’
said incoming Buenos Aires
province governor Antonio
Cafiero, ‘We are the princip-

~al political force in the
country.’ - |

President Alfonsin’s six .

year term runs until- 1989,

but his Radical Party has
admitted defeat, and says it
will ‘share administration’

with the Peronists.

Defeated Radical Party' |

candidate for Buenos Aires
Juan Casella acknowledged
economic issues had hit the
government. The cost of liv-
Ing rose 13 per cent in Au-
gust, and thereé has been 120

- per cent inflation this year.

Argentina has serious

trouble with its £33 billion .

foreign debt, and during the

election Peronists called for

a moratorium on payments.

~ Peronist participation in
Alfonsin’s government could

strain their relationship with

the unions, unless they can

_ deliver the increased social

welfare spending they prom-
i1sed during the elections.
Trade union strength was

shown in a big strike wave

over pay in recent weeks,
even effecting the police.

Embarrassing

Alfonsin

ARGENTINE civil servants
working for the National Sta-
tistics and Census Institute
joined train drivers and
other workers taking action

~ for higher pay at the end of

August, but with an unusual

tactic. Instead of striking,:
they worked unpaid over-

time!
Their tactic was aimed at

embarrassing the Alfonsin

- government by getting out

the latest inflation figures
before Sunday’s election.

Normally, monthly figures
are not produced until two

weeks into the following -

month.

The government clearly
hoped the August figures —
the worst since the 1985 pay
freeze was introduced —
would be held up till after the

" election.

ISRAELI RAID
KILLS FORTY

AT least 40 people, in-
cluding children, were
killed and more injured
when Israeli planes
bombed the Ein al-

- Hilweh refugee camp in

southern Lebanon last
week. ,

Dropping bombs and firing
rockets, 12 Israeli planes

attacked in three waves. The

raid lasted 20 minutes. The
dead included workers in
nearby orange groves, as
well as women and children
in the camp.

Reporters on the spot saw
a woman cradling the bloody
remains of her ten-year-old
daughter. ‘All of them have

| died’, she cried, ‘I don’t have

a family any more.’ Several

.1 ' homes were reduced to

rubble.
In Jerusalem, Defence

| Minister Yitzhak Rabin — of

the Israeli Labour Party —
told a satisfied cabinet meet-
ing that Saturday’s raid,
during the Jewish Sabbath,
had been a success because
it had caught the Palesti-
nians by surprise.

The Israeli forces claimed

their target had been guer-

rilla bases preparing attacks

against Israel. |
Over 100 people have been

- killed and more than 200

wounded in Israeli air raids
on Lebanon this year. The 5
September attack was the

- 21st raid this year.

Elsewhere in southern

Lebanon, Israeli troops

clashed with Palestinian
fighters north of the Israelis’
so-called ‘security zone’ of
occupied territory. The
Israeli army denied plans to
expand the zone.

® ABOUT 10,000 Israeli air-
craft workers, some of them
blowing trumpets and tradi-
tional rams-horns, emulated
Joshua’s siege of Jericho,
marching round the cabinet
office on Sunday, protesting

the loss of 3,000 jobs owing to

cancellation of the Lavi
fighter-bomber.

Riot police with teargas
and assault rifles ringed the
building, water cannon were
standing by, and a police
helicopter circled overhead.
There were some minor
scuffles.

| 4

Nobel war prize

" CARTEL

SWEDISH officials prebing large-scale arms
and explosives smuggling by Nobel Industries
and the Bofors arms company have sent reports
to London and Brussels on a secret European
cartel they have uncovered.

British and other com-
panies joined to fix prices
and carve up markets in
military explosives. |

Customs investigations,
spurred by Scandinavian
seamen’s reports of arms
shipments to the Gulf, found
arms and explosives had
been sent by complex routes
and with altered end-user
certificates to evade Swed-
1Ish laws against shipments
to war zones.

In India, an investigation
has begun into bribery by the
Bofors company to secure

-—arms deals.

Now the Swedish Office of
Competition Ombudsman
says documents seized dur-
ing raids on Bofors office
show Nobelkrut, a division of
Nobel Industries, operated
‘as a member of three diffe-
rent international explosives
cartels’.

The Office’s report says
the Nobel Explosives sub-
sidiary of ICI in Britain was

a cartel member. Others in-
cluded SNPE of France,
Dinamite of italy, SSE of
Switzeriand, Dyno Indus-
trier of Norway, and PRB of
Belgium. ~

The report, covering the
period 1981-1985, deals with
alleged cartel operations in
propellant powders, PETN
explosive and RDX, a plastic
explosive. It says the docu-
ments showed companies set
out to fix prices, share

orders, and divide markets.
~ Office of Competition sec-

tion head Eva Tetzell said on
1 September that copies of
the report had been sent to

the Common Market com-

petition directorate in Brus-
sels, and to Britain’s Office
of Fair Trading.

Ms Tetzell said her office

intended questioning Nobel
Industries officials further,
because the company’s re-
sponse so far to requests for
information had been in-
adequate.




~ POLICE RAIDS ON

MILITARY-style tactics and massive

police strength have been used by

the South Korean government in an

~attempt to break the continuing

strike movement there.

Some 200 workers are to face trial for alleged
‘violence’ during shipyard and factory strikes.

Reversing its promises

— exacted by the big de- -

monstrations in June —
to release political pris-
oners, the regime has
ordered a big round-up of
‘leftist agitators’.

In a pre-dawn raid on the

Daiwoo car plant at Pupyong
outside Seoul on 4 Septem-
ber, 3,000 riot police went in
and arrested 135 workers
who were occupying the
plant.

At the Hyundai shipyard,
whose 8,000 workers had
- staged an angry demonstra-
tion following the breakdown
of pay talks two days pre-
viously. police attacked

workers' dormitories at

dawn. arresting 90 strikers.

The right-wing military-
hased- government whose
anti-union policies made
South Korea a sweatshop-
paradise for capitalism. has
abandoned its pretence of
‘non-intervention’ in the face
-of the massive two-month
strike wave sweeping the
country.

The government has

warned that if the strikes

continue, South Korea’s ex-

ports will fall $2,500 million
short of target this year.

It i1s also worried that the
workers’ struggle for inde-
pendent trade unions and de-
cent wages is inevitably be-
coming linked with the stu-
dents' fight for democratic
rights.

- Chong Unh Wan, a 24-year-
old miner who organised a
militant union in his pit has
been arrested and singled
out for prosecution for his
part in the strike last month
when miners blocked rail-
way lines and resisted riot

“police. .

. According to pro-
government newspapers,
Chong was a former uni-

versity student who had fal- |

sified his school records and
claimed to have Ieft school at
15 so as to get work in the
pits. The papers said 70 such
activists had been arrested
this year.

Nearly 2,000 people have
either been arrested already
or are on the police ‘wanted
list’ in the big state crack-
down against the left. ‘The
government 1s firmly deter-
mined to root out impure
leftist forces from our socie-
ty with all the law-enforcing
power we can mobilise from
now on to maintain law and
order,” prime minister Kim
Chung Yul said in a televised

N e Qﬁ_\\ :

spéech on 28 August.

The previous day, Woo
Sang Ho, chair of Yonsei
University student council
had been charged with

‘violating the law on meet-

ings and demonstrations,
and with making ‘undesir-
able statements’ to news-
papers.

Five other students were
charged with inciting labour
unrest at a Gold Star electro-
nics factory in Pyongtaek,
south of Seoul.

At Seoul National Uni-
versity, the new term opened
on 2 September with a rally
by 4,000 students demanding

the release of student
leaders. -

Meanwhile, the subject of

political prisoners was being

discussed at a meeting of
government and liberal
opposition leaders, which
agreed on presidential elec-

B i e e e e e
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RAIDS ON - obstac

tions being held in De-
cember.

On 29 June, after three

weeks of violent street

clashes with the riot police,
the government promised

- Iiberal reforms, and began

releasing political prisoners.

‘The bourgeois liberal lead-

ers Kim Young Sam and
Kim Dae Jung were freed

from house arrests to make

a deal.
~ But civil rights groups
have listed 350 prisoners who

were not released. They be-
lieve there are more. Ruling

Justice Party leader Roh .

Tae Woo has said those kept
In jail are all subversives
and communists, and cannot
be released.

As the police make fresh
round-ups, and as workers’
strikes and demonstrations
escalate, often bringing
pitched battles with police,
Roh has also threatened to
call in the military if neces-
sary to crush the movement.
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UNITED STATES i

fundamental obstacle’ to Mi

— Arafat
aid to Israel is the ‘only and
ddle East peace, Palestine

Liberation Organisation chairman -Yasser Arafat told a
UN-sponsored conference in Geneva last week. Refe to
the recently tested Jericho missile, and the Israeli naclear
weapon stockpile, Arafat warned that Israel and the United
States were ¢ usiling an area of extreme strategic signifi-
cance to the brink of a nuclear abyss’.

Addressing the UN conference of Non-governmental orga-

nisations on Palestine, Arafat
only member of the Security

respond
ence.

said the United States was t

‘ Council which had failed to
itively to calls for a Middle East peace confer-

the Palestinian leader announced that he would be

meeting a deleé:tion of Israeli knesset (parliament) mem-

bers while in Geneva.

Remember Sabra and Shatilla

ON 16 September, 1982,
fascist Christian militias
armed by Israel entered
Sabra and Shatilla re-
fugee camps in Beirut,
Lebanon. They left two
days later, having
slaughtered about 2,000
unarmed Palestinian
civilians, unarmed men,
women, and children.

On the fifth anniversary of
the horrific massaere, a
Yorkshire miner and some
other members of the Pales-
tine Solidarity Campal;ign are

. a fast
from midnight on 15 Septem-

holding a sponsore

ber to noon on 18 September.

ltalian arms
boss arrested

ITALIAN police have

arrested the president of

the Valsella Mecca-
notecnica arms factory,
Ferdinando Borletti, 65,
his son Giovanni who
manages the factory, and
others, charging them
with conspiracy and illeg-
al arms sales.

The Fiat company, which
has 50 per cent ownership of
Valsella, has denied knowing
anything about a shipment of
30,000 mines from the port of
La Spezia, to Iran last year.

Documents

Investigators say the offi-
cial documents said the
mines were for the Nigerian
army, whereas in fact they
were shipped to Syria, and
wound up in Iran. A further
order was placed with
Valsella for two million
mines, for which payment
was to be made through
Swiss banks.

Two shipping agencies in

La Spezia have been impli- |

cated in gun-running opera-
tions after customs police
ralded a Greek-owned ship
off Bari, and found a US-
made anti-helicopter missile
and other weapons.

Italian police say an arms
supply organisation run by
the Syrian secret service had
used the ship, the Boustany
One, and that weapons were
going to the dissident
Palestinian Abu Nidal
group.

" TORTURE
‘ROUTINE’

TORTURE is almost
routine in Turkish prisons
and police stations, de-.

spite official denials,
according to the Septem-
ber newsletter of Amnes-
ty International.

There is ‘systematic and
widespread’ use of methods
including humiliation, beat-
Ings and electric shocks
against political prisoners
and common criminal sus-

~ POLISH POLICE
TEARGAS MARCH

POLICE using teargas broke up an anti-nuclear waste march

of 3,000 people in Miedzyrzecz, western Poland, on Sunday 6

September. A young hoy wearing a gas mask and carrying a

banner with the words ‘I don’t want to be a mutant’ had led
several dozen children and mothers at the head of the march.

The Polish government is soon to announce its final
decision on plans to dump waste from Comecon nuclear

plants in former World War II bunkers in the Miedzyrecz
lakes region. | o

pects, the London-based
rights group says.

‘The method of torture
most frequently applied is
bastinado (beatings on the
soles of the feet) . . . elec-
tric shock torture is applied
using a hand generator, and
often combined with various
forms of hanging.’

‘Although people have
been toriured in police sta-
tions and prisons throughout
Turkey, there are also build-
Ings specially equipped for
torture,” Amnesty reports.

The report includes a

sketch of a torture centre in

Ankara police headquarters,
drawn by students held there

- between November 1986 and

March 1987.

The Turkish embassy in
London has denied torture is
widespread, but says it will
have to study detailed evi-
dence before it can respond
fully. The Turkish govern-
ment is worried the exposure
of repression and torture will
be raised as an obstacle to its
EEC entry.

R 4

‘Yesterday’s man

SOVIET magazine ‘Ogonyok’
says residents of Brezhnev
have asked for their city’s
name to be changed to re-
move its association with
late party leader Leonid
Brezhnev and his ‘epoch of
stagnation.’

oners are on hunge

| have orga

Yugoslav
Sackings

AT least 5,000 Yugoslav
workers are jobless as a re-
sult of new bankn;?tcy laws,
according to the official Tan-
Jug news agency. The laws
have caused the closure of
four big firms in Mon-
tenegro, the country’s
poorest republic.

Stop the Parade

BULGARIA’S ruling Stalin-
ist politbureau says there
should be no more lavish
state-organised May Day pa-
rades, because besides wast-
ing time and money they
have been ‘marked by
hypocrisy, vanity and for-
malism’, and working ‘feople
had become. alienate

the party.

from

Money received will go to
Medical Aid for Palesti-
nians, which is doing vital
work providing equipment
and volunteers for hospitals
and clinics. You can send
donations to John Gee, c/o

‘Palestine Solidarity Cam-

&aign, ‘BM PSA, London
CIN 3XX. ‘

On Thursday, 17 Septem-

ber, at 7p.m., Dr. Swee Chai

Ang, of Medical Aid for
Palestinians, a witness of th

massacre, will be speaking
at a commemorative rally in
Holborn Library, Theobolds
Rd. London WC1. Also
speaking will be Faisal
Aweida, representative in
Britain of
beration Organisation.

Solidarity with

- Turkish

TURKISH workers and stu-
dents in London and Paris
are staging pickets and

fasts in solidarity with poli-

tical prisoners on hunger
strike in Turkish jails.

Hundreds of Turkish pris-
r strike,
against ill-treatment and tor-
ture, ‘against being chained
up, for decent conditions and
food, more visits, and a remis-
sion system. a

In Istanbul’'s Bayram Pasa
g;leson, 38 prisoners have
been on hunger strike for

- hearly two months. In the

women’s section of the
Bayram Pasa, prisoners de-
fiantly smashed windows and
shouted their slogans to peo-
ple outside.

A spokeswoman said their
living conditions were filthy
and overcrowded, and a con-
tagious disease, mantar, was
rife. There are two toilets for
134 women prisoners. -

In [zmir, a sit-down by rela-}

broken up by police. Thres
roken-up po ree
were arresteg, and are being
tried before the State Security
Court on charges of |

ing to a banned organisation,
Iscinin Sesi (Workers’ Voice).

In Paris, Turkish grou
nised a sym ) 4
hunger strike. Here in Lon-
don, there is a picket and
hunger strike taking place
outside the Turkish embassy
in Belgrave Square, SW1. To-
day’s demonstration ( Satur-
ber) is at 2p.m.
Meet at the traffic island at
Marble Arch. |
Workers Press urges read-
ers to find time to join it.

- Union and other banners wel-

Grapes of wrath

- LORRY loads of freshly-

picked grapes were tipped out
on the road outside a big
sherry house at Jerez de la
Frontera, southern Spain
last week as pickets blocke
the way. ‘

About 4,000 workers in the
sherry companies have come

out on strike just as the har-

| vest, which had been expected

to be worth £40 million, was
due in. They are demanding
an 8-per-cent pay increase.
The strike was called after

nine months of negotiations

on pay and conditions.

e Palestine Li-

"‘-"b;,‘r'x“?'." ﬂf~,'8-~ . o A
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The min
Support

THE historic struggle of over 350,000 miners, which chal-

lenged the system of capitalism- 1mper1ahsm right at its

centre, has not ended. The strike may have been called off,

but the mine-workers go back to the barbaric and brutai

conditions in the mines and pits with the full knowledge that

ghe mn(llmg bosses have refused to relent on any of thelr maln
emands

Disaster at Gencor

AS if almost to reinforce the inhuman and slave conditions
“under which the miners are forced to produce the wealth for
a predatory and decaying economic system, the calling-off of
the strike coincided with yet another mining disaster at
~ Gencor’s St Helena mine in the Orange Free State, which

Nottmghamshlre miners’ gala

Workers’ sanctions now!

.

Gala at

March’,

THE South African miners’
strike had a-powerful impact on
the Nottinglgimshire Miners
ansfield last
Saturday.

It joined the rising tide of united

voices of miners and their wives In
the fight against British Coal.

The Sarmcol workers’ play ‘The Long
currently touring, was the
most visible means of the revolutionary
struggle against apartheid (see review
below).

Sarmcol is a subsidiary of the British
company BTR. The play was intro-
duced by Khayo Matlala, central execu-
tive committee member of the National

- Union of Metalworkers of South Africa.

‘We are still awaiting the result of our

~court case In apartheid South Africa.

- We are here to publicise and raise funds
“for our strike. On Monday 14 September
_we will be lobbying Sir Owen Green,
"chairman of BTR. I invite all of those

“here and who live in London to join us.’

- Ray Chadburn, Notts NUM president,

‘called for imports of South African coal

into Nottinghamshire . to be stopped.

-*‘Immingham, which was an export ter-

minal for the Coal Board, is now an
import terminal for South African
coal,’ he said. He called for support for

today'’s rally called by the NUM Notts,
Antl-Apartheld and Worksop Trades '

Council.

Billy Etherington, secretary of the
Durham Mechanics, talked about the

BY MARTIN RALPH

developing struggle in the British coal-
field and went on to say:

‘We have just had an epic struggle in
South Africa. We are beginning to see
much more clearly the polarisation in
various political activists in this coun-
try concerning that issue.’

He also spoke of the long-standing
problem of the sacked miners and of
British Coal’s dismissal procedure.

Tony Benn gave the usual popular
speech and had a word to say about
Gorbachev and Mussolini. ‘We must
understand that the Gorbachev reforms
represent the best hope for our genera-
tion since 1945, he said.

‘If Thatcher is strong then why do
they use plastc bullets, CS gas and the
water cannon? They are frightened of
us. That is why the BBC is also trying to
rehabilitate Mussohm

Betty Heathfield brought greetmgs
fram Derbyshire women and Women
Against Pit Closures. ‘I want to say to

all the women and the men: do not

underestimate the strength of the
women 1n struggle. We found out in the
strike that our struggle was interna-

~tional.

‘Since then our women have been to
many couniries. The NUM and Anti-
Apartheid are also organising a confer-
elrllce in Sheffield on 19 September. Be
there.’

Sammy Thompson vice president of
.fthe NUM, told how the disciplinary
code has already been used against Ted

REVIEW:

Scott, a union official from Yorkshire.
He warned that plans for six-day work-
ing were a preparation for total ﬂexxble
working and privatisation.

A speaker from the South African
Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) said
‘The Chamber of Mines stated before
the (South African miners’) strike that
the miners would not be able to orga-
nise a strike even for eight hours. They
tried all methods to break the strlke
and failed. During the strike 1,200 peo-
ple were hospitalised.

‘We are saying we have not been
defeated. We have made a lot of gains
through the strike. Workers outside the
strike have been organised. This unity
will inspire workers throughout the
country. The mine owners lost £150
rmlllon in profit.’

He called for action in this country
but repeated the line of Stalinism in
Britain: ‘Show in action that you sup-
port us. Mobilise in your factory, mobil-
ise all the people not to buy products
from South Africa.

‘Stop coal from coming into this coun-
try from South Africa. Break the links
between Britain and the South African
regime. Pressurise your government
and isolate the regime.’

The lasting image of the gala —
which is fitting for the call for workers’
sanctions — is that of the Sarmcol
workers. As blacks who have been

oppressed with all the naked greed and

violence of international capitalism,
their play deserves and needs to be seen
everywhere.

‘The Long March’

The Long March. Hackney
Empire, 15-19 September
(for one week only).

HACKNEY Empire is stag-

.mg a unique and totally
originai play. This is a play -

telling the story of a strike

produced, directed and

performed by workers in-
volved in that struggle.

From Howick, Natal, South
Africa, the Sarmcol Work-

ers Co-Operative (SAWCO)

- are staging a production of

their play, ‘The Long
March’. |

The play, which has be-
come legendary through-

out South Africa is being
performed to raise funds to

BY ROGER McGUINN

In addition, the play pro-
vides an opportunity for the
audience to become ac-
quainted with the issue be-
hind the strike.

Two years ago the 1 000
workers at the British Tyre
and Rubber Company
(BTR) subsidiary Sarmcol
went on strike. Their de-
mand was basic — recogni-
tion of their union, the Met-
al and Allied Workers’ Un-
ion (MAWU). Manage-
ment’s response was brutal
and callous: they sacked
the strikers.

The workers involved in

this dispute faced hardship

sponse to this was to form a
workers co-operative —
SAWCO.

They planted crops and
produced T-shirts, manag-
ing to employ most of the
strikers.

In their fight, against
British Tyre and Rubber,
they received widespread
support throughout the
South African trade union
movement. Workers at
Dunlop, who are also part
of the BTR group, struck in
sympathy.

Their strike was now
winning widespread cover-
age sympathy. It was dur-
ing this period that a uni-
que theatrical talent
emerged in the co-op. His

he was a shop steward at
the company.

He decided one way to
tell the story of the strike
and raise money to con-
tinue it would be to produce
a play about it. The play
has now arrived at Hack-
ney Empire.

The production is in En-

glish and Zulu and uses

mime, dance and song to
tell the story of the strike.

Such is the skill of the
actors that all language
barriers are overcome. As
the COSATU member who
introduced the play stated:
‘The performers’ actions
speake louder than words.’

The play shows how the

contmue the dlspute.

and malnutrition. Their re-

name was Simon Ngubane;

Sarmcol workers have

been subjct to brutal

claimed the lives of over

50 miners.

Could there be a more graphic demonstration of capital-
‘1sm’s cynical disregard for the lives of the miners In its
unbridiled pursuit of profits? The dangerous conditions in the
mines and proper death benefits were central to the demands

of the striking miners.

Because of the mining bosses’ concern for profits above
that of the lives of the workers, they refused to concede these
demands. The Gencor disaster will surely fuel the class
hatred of these miners, and could act as a spur for them to
resume their battle agalnst the murderous mmmg magnates.

The miners were

THE miners’ strike most certamly caught many people off
guard. Here was a mass workers’ strike right at the nerve

“centre of the world system.of capitalism ~- the international |

monetary system without which capitalism cannot function.

It had had been threatening to erupt for many weeks yet we
in the proletarian movement were most ill-prepared for it.
The trade union federation COSATU did not call out the rest

of the working class in solidarity action, leaving the miners

to fight on their own.

Isolated from the rest of the working class, it was

possible

for the minin ﬁ bosses, organised in the powerful Chamber of .

Mines and fu

y supp orted by the racist state, to put pressure

on the NUM leadership to undemocratlcally end the strike.

International support for the miners, while it grew during
the strike, hardly went beyond financial assistance. Finance
was essentlal but certainly not sufficient if the mine workers
were going to be victorious in their battle against a very

powerful

tional pourgeoisie.

and particularly important sectlon of the interna-

The question of international solidarity action in the form
of trade union sanctions and blacking was raised, but like

COSATU'’s pledges to suppo

rt the miners, this also did not go

beyond verbal committments and lame resolutions.

The miners’ strike was international

THE miners’ strike without a doubt has been the most

Learn the

attacks. On 5 December
1986, armed thugs
abducted two MAWU shop
stewards and the daughter
of a striker.

They were tortured, mur-
dered and then burned. The
next day the township of
Mpophomeni which had
been the support base of
the strike, was attacked.
During this attack 20 or
more people were injured.

The three comrades mur-
dered that night were
Phineas Sibyya, chair of
the Sarmcol shop stewards
and of SAWCO, Simon Ngu-
bane, a Sarmcol shop ste-
ward and leading erfor-
mer in the strike’s pla and
Flomenah Mnikathi activ-
ist in SAWCO Health Com-
mittee.

The play shows' that de-
spite these vicious attacks
the strikers’ spirit is still

hlgh After two years on

strike they are still willing
and able to continue this
dispute. As the Sarmcol
workers themselves say in

‘the struggle they

‘Council,

dedicating the play:

‘We dedicate our play to
fought
and died for — the struggle
to end the poverty and ex-
ploitation of South Africa’s
apartheid system. A strug-
gle that w1ll continue until
its won.’

One of the great
strengths of this play
that it shows in dramatlc
form the willingness to
fight of the force that will
do that job — the black
South African working
class. |

‘The Long March’ is at
the Hackney Empire from
15-19 September. The play
is sponsored by Hackney
CAST and the

TUC. All proceeds to the
strlke fund.
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1S’ struggle has not ended!
or the miners must continue!

A - ¢

» | . . AQ®

ificant international working class event this year
rhaps even of the past few years). Not only was it a mass
rkers’ strike that challenged the system of capitalism-
perialism right at its centre, but it also took place in a
try which has shown itself to be imperialism’s weakest

unter-revelutionary leadership

EN the huge and worldwide significance of the strike, it
d not but be a supreme test for all those who proclaim
mselves to be ‘revolutionaries‘. The counter-

olutionary role of the African National Congress (ANC)

the South African Communist Party (SACP) was quickly

yealed, for in the strike the miners confronted directly the

class enemy that they attempted to portray as ‘cham-

s of democracy’ during the Lusaka talks in 1985 between
ANC and South African business leaders.

e pacifist and class-collaborationist role of social demo-
¢y and the Labour bureaucracy in Britain was equally
sed. For years these people have condemned apartheid
‘morally reprehensible’ and as something which has to be
nt against, yet they stood idly by while an important
on of the South African working class was engaged in a
and-death struggle with the enemy.

en the South African working class most desperately

urgently required trade union sanctions and blacking of

s to and from South Africa, social democracy and the
ur bureaucracy refused to go beyond mere ‘token’
rt for the miners.

itations of trade unionism!

ALLY, the strike revealed that the trade union move-
t, however big or radical, cannot be expected to lead the
gle against apartheid-capitalism. This struggle 1s ‘a
tly political one in which the question of power will be
ctly posed. The trade union movement can only serveé as
eans to this end and not as the end itself. Any attempt to
titute the trade unions for the political party which has to
uilt will be a certain recipe for the defeat of the class
gle 1n South Africa. ‘

are for the next round of battle!

VILL certainly not take much for the miners to come out
nst the mining bosses again. The fact that the strike was

off against their majority decision to continue with it

until all their demands were met, means that their deter-
mination to end generations of inhuman and exploitative
conditions has not been satisfied.

And the fact that the mining bosses were not able to inflict
a defeat on them means that their fighting strength is still
Intact. But as we stated in our last article (Workers Press, 5

September 1987) management will use the disorganisation

caused by the undemocratic calling off of the strike to
attempt to force the miners into total submission.

We must not be lulled into a false sense of passivity that the
calling-off of the strike means the end of the miners’
struggle. The main lesson we must learn is the great amount
of preparation and org
against apartheid-capitalism is to be victorious. The princip-
al conclusion we must draw from the miners’ strike is the
imperative need for revolutionary leadership both in South

Africa and internationally.

The miners came into headlong collision with the counter-
revolutionary leadership of the ANC-SACP, its entire policy
of collaboration with the bourgeoisie, and its preference for a
negotiated settlement as opposed to revolutionary struggle.
This, more than any other factor, explains the strike’s
eventual outcome. - |

Full support must be given to the struggle to build a
revolutionary Bolshevik party in South Africa which alone
will be able to guarantee that it is the exploited and
oppressed masses and not the racist ruling class that
emerges victorious from the struggle taking place in our
country. We must equally redouble our efforts to re-organise
the Fourth International as ‘the Party of World Socialist
Revolution as it is only the international mobilisation of the
working class which can ensure that the South African
revolution is triumphant.

The labour movement in Britain must fulfil

its resonsibilities!

THE miners’ strike showed that workers’ sanctions are
Imperative in the struggle against apartheid-capitalism. It
clearly revealed how futile and illusory it is to put ‘pressure’
on bourgeois governments and monopoly capital to apply
sanctions against South Africa, when the very foundation of
world imperialism depends on the survival of apartheid-
capitalism. | |

_Only the international working class can be the true allies
of the South African proletariat. The trade union movement,

principally the TUC, must be forced to take up its responsibi-

lities towards the class struggle in South Africa. By waging a
consistent struggle against the Botha regime, the TUC will
simultaneously be striking a blow against the Thatcher
government, one of the principal backers of apartheid-
capitalism.

The TUC must be made to commit itself to workers’
sanctions against the apartheid state, so that the working
class and oppressed masses in South Africa know that they
can rely on international working-class support when next
they take on the might of the South African ruling class. The

anisation necessary if the struggle

labour movement must also commit itself to continuing with
its financial support for the miners. Many lives were lost
during the strike, many miners were seriously injured, some
maimed, and many will also not get their jobs back. °

The mining bosses have refused to pay the miners for the
period that they were on strike. It is’' imperative that the
miners know that support for them is still continuing even
though the strike may have ended. Such financial support 1s -
not only necessary for the material assistance of the miners,
but crucial in strengthening the morale of the miners and
steelimg their confidence for the next round of battle which

will inevitably come. . |
Support must continue! Sufiport

committees must be strenghiened!

THE support groups and committees which were formed in
Britain during the South African miners’ strike must not now
be disbanded. The support committees that were formed
during the British miners’ strike have remained intact and
were able at a moment’s notice to come out in support of the
Frickley miners (and they are certainly going to be needed in
the fight that is presently building up over the draconian
disciplinary code that British Coal wants to impose on the
miners). So too must we be ready for the imminent class
battles in South Africa.

The period in South Africa is a profoundly revolutionary
one. It is not only the miners who may come out on strike
again. Thousands of other workers have been brought to the
brink of open conflict with the bosses and their racist state.
The National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa — after
the NUM, the second largest union in COSATU with a
membership of over 100,000 workers — is locked in a wage
dispute with the metal bosses which threatens to erupt into a |
full-scale strike. We dare not be in the same state of
uilpreparedness and disorganisation if this class battle takes
place.

_Cyril Ramaphosa, general secretary of the South African
NUM, best expressed the balance of class forces between the
mining bosses and the miners during the strike when he
declared: ‘We did not realise that the mining bosses could be
that tough.’ Revolutionary Marxists, however know that we
should not expect anything else but a struggle to the finish
from a bourgeois class fighting to protect the very basis of its

exploitative economic system.

As revolutionaries it is our duty to ensure that when the
next round of battle commences it is the bosses who declare
at the end of the day: ‘We did not realise that the workers
were 1nvincible.” Our watchword during the coming period
must be: ‘Preparation, more preparation and s
preparation’!

@ Full support for the miners and the rest of the South African

‘working class ! - |

® The labour movement must commit itself to workers’
sanctions against apartheid-capitalism! -

® Build the Bolshevik party in South Africa!

® Reorganise the Fourth International as the party of world
socialist revolution! | - -

2ssons of the strike — prepare for the next round of battle
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WHILE high-proﬁle, emotive, ’mass-kil]ing stories

are guaranteed banner headlines in the capitalist

press, the daily running carnage of workplace death

and maiming rarely rates a mass-media mention —
let alone condemnation of those responsible.
In most cases only a single victim is involved.

This, too, is no sort of
news for tabloids seek-
ing a high body count
and a ‘disaster’ or
‘massacre’ rating. Yet
these isolated
tragedies add up to an
average of five people

‘killed and 200 seriously
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injured a week in the
course of their work.

As a warning of danger-
ous conditions and prac-
tices just some of the hor-
rific details are given in
the monthly bulletin of
the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents
(RoSPA) and the Health
and Safety Commission
Journal. Both are special-
1st and limited circulation
publications. |

Starkly contrasting in
these reports is the appalling
damage to workers on the
one hand and the pathetic
impositions on employers —
purely financial and not even
reflecting inflation — on the
other.

Clearly murder by a li-
mited company out to maxi-
mise profits or a public ser-
vice cutting costs is not cri-
minal activity. |

Here are just a few of the
cases reported recently in
these journals, although for
some reason the employers
concerned are never named.

® An industrial painter died
of burns while painting the
inside of a four-and-a-half
foot diameter pipe.

A liquified petroleum gas
(Ipg) lamp used to provide

illumination was knocked
~over and rolled down the

g.pe setting fire to the tray of
itumen paint. ~

The painter attempted to

get past the flames to the
exit but his paint-soaked
overall ignited.

His emdployer was prose-
cuted and fined £1,250.

® In a similar case to the
above a painter who had
been spraying the inside of a
pontoon used by roll-on, roll-
off ferries was killed when
he accidentally broke the
bulb of his electric lamp and
ignited the paint vapour.

He was blown out through

the manhole and fatally
burnt.

A fine of £2,000 was im-
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® A welder was killed when
he applied an oxy-propane
torch to an empty 45 gallon
drum which had previously
contained inflammable
material.

_ It was normal practice at
the factory to use braziers
made out of disused drums.

In this case the seamed lid
blew off into the welder’s

face.

The company was fined
£800

® A security guard on a
motorway construction site
was killed on the night shift
by carbon monoxide. He and
his Alsatian dog were found
dead in an office. A propane-
filled radiant heater, pro-
vided by his employer, was
also in the office although it
was designed for use out-
doors or in a very large well-
ventilated building.

~Mud encrusting the gas

‘nozzle ensured an incom-

plete combustion of the prop-

ane and a build-up of gas

with fatal results.

_The man's employer was
fined £1,500 plus costs.

® A workman Jost part of his
hand in a press that had been
inspected shortly before. He

- was left without any fingers

on his right hand.

His employers admitted
that the machine had not
been securely fenced and
they were fined £1,750 with
£19 costs.

@ After wading through wet
concrete without protective
clothing a construction
worker was so badly burned
that he needed skingrafts.

Two other men were tre-
‘ated for burns.

They had been working

from early morning to late at

night often up to their knees
In the mix. Wet concrete is
abrasive and this leads to
grazing of the skin and grea-
ter liability to burns from the
lime content. This may not
be noticed as long as the skin
is wet.

The firm of sub-
contractors, which had re-
cently filed a petition for
bankruptcy, pleaded guilty
to four offences under the
Health and Safety at Work
Act and was fined £500 with
£200 costs.

@ In some cases there is a
finding that no one was to
blame or that it was the fault

- of the worker concerned.
A ride on the footplate of a-

refuse lorry led to the death
of a bin man.

..................

SPECIAL PICKET
outside South Africa House -
Monday 14 September 6p.m. '

Start of trial of jalied South African trade unionist

.
SEMINAR :
19 September
Sheffieid
Tomobilise for a ban on South Africancoaland
other imports to the UK and the EEC |
Sponsored by the TUC, National Union of Seamen, Women -

Against Pit Closures and others ,_ 4
Contact: AAM, 13 Mandela Street, London NW1 ODW "
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One of his fellow workers

saw the 32 year old man fall

under the wheels of the vehi-
cle on which he was travell-
Ing as a usual practice.

A verdict of accidental
death was recorded.

@ Whilst working for a glass
company, a labourer died af-
ter fallin% through a Perspex
section of a roof that he was
repairing. |

The pathologist’s report

said that the labourer had

fractured his skull and had
died of brain injuries.

® A school caretaker was
overcome by poisonous
fumes after a mixture of
bleach and cleaning fluid put
down a sink reacted to give

off chlorine gas. He began -

vomiting after inhaling the
gas and was rushed to hos-
pital for treatment.

.......

This plctur' from a Health and Safe

with flammable paint.
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ty Commission Newsletter shows the horror of an accident

— news that

A cleaner who went to help
him when she saw him hav-
ing difficulty breathing was
herself affected by the
fumes.

® A potentially dangerous
press operated by a trade
union safety representative
was discovered by a factory
inspector on a routine visit.

The machine, which was
capable of éxerting 240 tons
gressure, had a 3 inch gap

elow its guard — wide

enough for a worker to get a

hand or arm underneath.

The firm was prosecuted
and fined £1,000 with £40
costs.

® A dock firm’'s ‘cavalier
attitude‘ to safety was
attacked in a magistrate’s
court after an accident in
which an employee fell from
the raised forks of a fork lift
truck.

The driver had been asked
to lift a fellow worker up on
a pallet as part of his job.

However, his colleague fell
from a height of nine feet,
breaking his pelvis.

® A young man was badly
crushed and killed under a
roll of paper weighing more
than a tonne.

The man was operating a
machine which laminated
paper with adhesive. He
went under the roll to help a
fellow operator — although
he should not have done so
according to company safety
policy — and the roll

- weighing 1.3 tonnes came

down on top of him.
Since the accident the firm

has made some modifica-.

tions to the machine.-

@ The discovery of two men
pouring molten aluminium
without protective visors led
to their employers being
fined £800.

There were many visors in

the factory but since there

were no holders for them
they could not be used.

® Demolition men sent a
cloud of asbestos dust across
a public car park when they
smashed their way through
the roof of a garage.

They caused a dust cloud
that would have been about
1,000 times the control limit
at the building and about 100
times the limit over the near-
by parking area.

The firm was fined £2,500
with £60 costs.

@® Residents near a trans-
ort company warehouse
ound their lives had been
daily at risk when a court
revealed the building was
storing 100 tons of potentially
explosive chemical. Their
houses were less than 30

- yards from the stocks of

ammonium nitrate used for
quarry blasting.

The firm admitted putting
employees and the public at
risk. It was fined £2,000.

@® Working on a factory
lighting extension a young
handyman received a 240
volt mains shock which

threw him off a step-ladder
fracturing his skull.

His breathing stopped and
he was only saved by two
colleagues who managed to
bring him round with car-
diac massage and mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation.

Charged under the Factor-
ies Act, the company admit-
ted that it had allowed him to
perform work which needed
technical knowledge to avoid
danger. It was fined £350.

@® Following an accident in
which a 16-year-old caught
his hand in an unguarded
beefburger-making
machine, his employers
were fined £1,000 and
ordered to pay £70 towards
the costs.

.He had been clearing an

obstruction when his hand
was damaged between two
steel rollers fitted with teeth
to score the beefburgers.

He later said that he had
received no instruction from
management on use of a
guard and had never seen
the machine fitted with one.

® A company was advised

to seal off a patch of land

after an employee died when

his tipper truck touched

11,000 volt overhead power
lines at its depot. The cable
was at the standard height of
22 feet, but when raised the
tipper truck was over 27 feet

high.
The driver died a week

later from electrocution and
bronchial pneumonia. The

punity.

doesn't make
the headlin es

inquest verdict was

accidental death.

SUCH examples read like
the worst horrors of the
earliest days of the fac-
tory system but with the
added refinement of mod-
ern technology.

They indicate that no fun-
damental eradication of

workplace death and mutila-
tion is possible while safety

at work is subordinated to

financial considerations of
profit-making and cost-
cutting.

Employers are let off the
hook for fines and compensa-
tion where workers are held
responsible for their acci-
dents. Yet these are often a
result of management press-
ure for results while turning
a blind eye to improper prac-
tices. |
. Certainly where fail-safe
methods and protective sys-
tems exist but have not been
introduced or enforced by a
company, its action are cri-
minal whatever the action
by an employee.

True, trade unions have
won advances in terms of
health-and-safety-at-work
legislation but this is con-
stantly under threat in terms
of government underfunding
of precisely those agencies
which are supposed to en-
force the rules, and by ludic-
rous penalties which enable

employees to Kkill with. im- -
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MARGARET Thatcher chairs the Min-
 isterial Steering Committee on Intelli-
‘gence (MIS) which supervises the intelli-
gence community and fixes its budget

Doubts over Ulster murder claims|

F

a
1
1

- prevent the publication in

Britain of ex-MI5 man
Peter Wright’s book ‘Spy-
catcher’. |

The fact that the book can
be sold almost anywhere in
the world but Britain, proves
that her actions have nothing
to do with ‘national
security’. |

Although the controversy
over the banning of the book
was neatly diverted to the

question of the freedom of

the press and justice, the
major question raised by
Wright's book is: how deeply
was Thatcher involved in the
MI5 destabilisation of the
Wilson government?

Wright revealed that MI5

saw the 1975 Labour govern-

- 0of the

ment as a ‘bloody menace’
and in the summer of 1975
half of his staff were ‘up to
their necks in a plot to get rid
prime minister’
(Harold Wilson).

MI5 were not happy with

- the then Tory leader Edward

3

d
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Heath either, and were look-
Ing for someone a bit more
resolute. '

I.MDID you ﬁ In
verse RM

rignt . on Colla Wal-  ad
Jace? ' -ing

Or dig . ste Than-
g:l Four on June
R ., O again on Tueaday .
K and last Colin
Wallace and Fred
Rolroyd?

These two former
officers say
y they have been smeared
BRand locked because
¥ they told truth
R about what went on
inside: the v@m-ltv":-‘r-

o it two days earlier)

A front page headline in

- ‘The Independent’ of 2
September said an ‘inves-

tigation’ into their expo-

sures had raised ‘deubts

over Ulster murder
claims’. The whole of
page four of that issue,
with big pictures, was
also given over to the ‘in-
vestigation® (see right).

In an interview with Work-
ers Press on 1 August Collin
Wallace told of the battle for
supremacy between MI5 and
MIS6.

Rather than spving on
other nations. priority was
given to internal surveill-
ance of trade unions and
political groups. This was
the domain of MI5. ‘

MI5 won the day when they
blew the cover of MI6 agents
and informers who were
then wiped out by the ‘secta-
rian groups' in Ireland. Hol-
royd says that SAS captain

" Robert Nirac was conected

with the murder squad re-
sponsible for the death of

n
was no Qu

" Directory I quiries
" told him
- firm of that name regis-

COLIN WALLACE

‘Daily Mirror’ article which exposes the circumstances of the

photographs of Wallace in parachute gear

After having dealt with
Wright, the ‘intelligence
community’ is now coming
after Collin Wallace and
Fred Holroyd, two ex-
intelligence men who were
working in the north of Ire-
land in 1974 and who first
exposed the illegal activities
of MI5 in 1975.

‘ Wallace was No.2 in com- Wallace got a phone ecall
\..
r movement inquiry

WORKERS PRESS is calling for a
labour-movement inquiry into the anti-
working class activities of MI5, and

For alabou

‘ohn Francis Green and the
Miami Showband.

They were made to look
ltke ‘sectarian’ Kkillings in
order to wreck a ceasefire
negotiated by the Labour
government. A question now
being raised is did Nirac die
In the same manner.

into MI5S

widespread nublicity irg -

The page one headline from ‘The 'Indépendent" of September 1987

mand of northern Ireland’s
Psychological Warfare unit.
He showed Workers Press
the 1974 MI5 disinformation
file, on which he was to base
stories designed to show that
Labour premier Harold Wil-

-son was a KGB man.

A ‘Russian Plot’ story was
given prominence by the
‘News of the World’ and
Alrey Neave used Wallace’s
material in a speech to the
House of Commons claiming
to show links between
Labour MPs and the IRA.
(Neave met his end in an
INLA bombing just before he
was about to take charge of

overseeing the intelligence

agencies).

Wallaces material has
been confirmed as genuine
by forensic scientist Dr
Julius Grant, the man who
exposed the ‘Hitler Diaries’.
The results of his findings
were published in the ‘Obser
ver' of 5 July 1987.

Ignoring Dr Grant’s evi-
dence completely, the ‘Inde-
pendent’s’ ‘investigation’
team, David McKittrick and
John Ware, says: ‘Our in-
quiries have revealed major
discrepancies, inaccuracies
and inconsistancies in their
stories. . .’

But they go on to say that
‘many of their claims appear

incapable of being either

proved or disproved because
many of the figures accused

of misbehaviour are now

dead’.

McKittrick implies that
Wallace only started con-
cocting the stories after he
was sacked when discovered
leaking a classified docu-
ment to the press.

Wallace told Workers
Press that he was set up by
MI5 after refusing to carry
on with the anti-Labour gov-
ernment work, and had been

hounded by them ever since.

In 1979, after again raising
the Wilson story in the press,

north and south of Ireland alleged to be
part of this operation:

from an advertising agency

called Kaymar Studios
asking him to pose for some
photographs in a ‘GQ’ para-
chute which they were
marketing. '~

The photographs were
next seen when Wallace was
on trial for manslaughter.
They were published in the
‘Sun’ and were used by the
prosecution to show his ob-
vious belligerence. |

He was found guilty and
served six years of a ten-
year sentence.

When he checked on
Kaymar Studios, Wallace
found. that it did not exist.

- This story was exposed in

the ‘Daily Mirror’ on 9 July
1987 (see left)

_Although he will not use
the word ‘framed’, Wallace

said that his imprisonment

was due to the ‘manipulation
of the police and judiciary’, a
task he said the intelligence

.................
...............
gL LT el
......

service would find ‘dead

~easy’.

Although the ‘Indepen-
dent’s’ investigative journal-
ists came into possession of
information and photo-

- graphs from such sources as

the Royal Ulster Constabul-
ary, the Ulster Defence Reg-
iment (i.e. the British Army)
and the loyalist paramilitary
Ulster Volunteer Force they
were apparently unable to
get hold of a back copy of the
‘Daily Mirror’.

They published the photo- -

graph again, this time to

-show Wallace as a fantasist

who liked dressing up or —
as the page 4 headline put it
— ‘Parachutist who was all
waffle and no action’ (‘Inde-

‘pendent’ 2 September 1987).

Wallace told Workers

Press that the ‘Independent’

article was the result of
‘Panic’ on the part of the
security services and he will

be doing a full reply to it.

. «g0 ALLEGATIONS made by two N — made by Ken Livingstone, the La-  quite nicely. If a lot of it was fab- havc.lcaked.adassiﬁeddommt

pr lOl’ltleS . former intelligence personnel By David McKittrick bour MP, in his maiden speechin rication or invention, by now toajournalist.
| . that the security forces carried Ireland Correspondent g;e I-gmse of Commogs («imb'l Jull‘y. therc woulctl l::ln;'e beexlél things that jajlh l9tsl he for:z:ed a ten-year
' 1 1 ' out undercover assassinations in - — r Livingstone, guided by the werc mutu y exclusive or sentence mansiaughter
Her I'lS.e to D o‘wer In the Tory Party was Northern Ireland have not been Part of the importance of the Wallace-Holroyd ~ version of  contradictory, and there’s none of  of his girifriend’s husband in the
‘masterminded by ex-MI6 man Alrey Neave. borne out by an investigation by  two men’s claims lics in the fact events, linked Mr Neave with ~ that here.” south of England. Mr Holroyd, in
. . , The Independent. that they appear to confirm, and  dirty tricks and suggested that the Some of Mr Wallace’s state- turn, has waged a campaign
- She has gone to ex- ' ' The claims by Colin Wallace indeed extend, some of the alle- Prime Minister might have known  ments are clearly untrue. A pro- against the authoritics ever since
traordinary. lengths to BY PHIL PENN | and Fred Holroyd have received gations made by Peter Wright, the  of that. | file of him in a south of England  he spent 2 ~~=th in a mental hos-

He said that he had been
expecting something like
this because the RUC had
been hawking the 'stuff
around Fleet Street for some
time but no one would touch
it. -

The panic of the security
services is a reflection of the
explosive nature of Wallace
and Holroyd’s story. It
could, with a bit of interest
from Kinnock, lead to the
bringing down of the Thatch-
er government. -

When Ken Livingstone
raised the issue iIn his
maiden speech to the House
of Commons on 6 July he was
not only shouted down by the
Toryles but Neil Kinnock
said that the allegations
were ‘probably unfair’!

Since then he has said ﬁo—

- thing. What is equally puz- |

zling is the silence of Lord
(Harold) Wilson.

- The question which now
arises 1s: Why are the
Labour leaders quiet? |

® The subsequent infiltration and
‘Psychological warfare’ operations
against trade ~unions and labour-
movement organisations, which con-
tmued.during the miners’ strike, the
-Wapping dispute, and continues
today., '

~We note the refusal of Thatcher’s
Tory government to investigate these
matters, in which it is alleged Tory
politicians were themselves deeply im-
plicated. Only the labour movement
can be trusted to investigate the truth.

We call for a labour-movement in-
quiry into these questions: we call on
Neil Kinnock and all Labour and trade
union leaders to sponsor such an in-
quiry. If you are able to win support for
this campaign, please let us know SO

- that we can report on it in Workers
Press.

particularly their destabilisation cam-
paign against the Labour government
of 1974-1979. | |
We are asking trade union and
| Labour Partybranches, trades councils
and other working-class organisations |
: to pass resolutions calling for such an
~inquiry. We are asking both organisa-
tions and individuals to agree to spon-
sor such an inquiry. Please take this
matter up wherever you can. The fol-
lowing is a model resolution:

ROt i o a el O ol e o

€ This branch/trades council notes the
revelations of the secret, illegal and
anti-working class activities of MI5,
particularly:

® The operation to destabilise the
Labour government of 1974-1979;
@® The large number of murders in the

Page 4 of ‘The Independent’ of 2 Septembér
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THE 41st EDINBURGH FESTIVAL
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Imagination and the

working classin recent

[ BYT. BROTHERSTONE |

THE ‘Vigorous Imagination’ is a good
title for the exhibition of new Scottish art
‘which can be seen at the Scottish Nation-

al Gallery of Modern Art in Edinburgh

until 25 October.

It is a striking, easily appreciated collection of

recent work by 17 artists which may prove to
have a 51gmﬁcant place in the history of British

painting.

It was the most impor-
tant exhibition of picto-
rial art at last month’s
Edinburgh Festival, and
confirmed an interesting
tendency to assert the
Scottish identity of this
event which was laun-
ched in the late 1940s as
part of an attempt by the
capitalist Establishment
in Britain to promote a
civilised image after
three decades of war and
slump.

Even the oldest artist rep-
resented, Joseph Urie, was
only born about the same
time as the Festival itself.
The youngest, Stephen Con-
roy, is 23. And — without
underestimating the work of
the others — the coherence
of the exhibition revolves
around the work of five or six

painters trained at the Glas-

gow School of Art in the late
1970s and early 1980s.

What is it in their work
that has led reputable (non-
Scottish) art critics to see
them as having some collec-
tive identity and as being
perhaps the most dynamic

group of artists at work in

Britain today?

Part of the answer to this
must lie in the history of
painting itself, and in its role
1n estabhshmg cultural
identity. This ‘Scottish’
school (they would them-
selves deny being a school,

and several are not strictly -
Scottish) have reacted

against the extremes of ab-
straction of much painting of
the
I1, durmg which the United
States of America appeared
to many to hold the key to
some sort of international
individualist cultural future.

~ Of course these artists are

far from the only ones to
react in this way; but the
work of some of them at
least does seem quite con-
sciously concerned to relate
not only to identifiable ob-
jects in the real world, but
also to a tradition in Euro-
pean, British and even Scot-
tish art which has tended tp
be pushed into the back-
ground by those who have
seen the trend to greater and
greater abstraction as the
road forward.

Walking into the first room
in the current exhibition, for
example, you are confronted
with the predominantly
brown, beautifully crafted fi-
gures of Stephen Conroy,
almost as though you are

being taken back to the early

rooms devoted to English,
pre-World War I art at the
recent exhibition of Modern
British (mainly English) Art
at the Royal Academy In
London.

A great advantage of the
setting for ‘The Vigorous Im-
agination’ is that you can go
downstairs to the permanent
collection at the gallery and
see how Scottish artists have

period since World War

developed their own ftradi-
tion of figurative, lovingly
painted pictures during the
20th century. Or, if you are in
Edinburgh before 26 Septem-
ber, you can visit the splen-
did new 369 Gallery at 233
Cowgate to have a similar
experience at a small, but
carefully constructed exhibi-
tion of Scottish painting this
century called ‘Continuing
the Tradition’.

(This latter exhibition wnll

also be in London. at the

Warwick Arts Trust. 33 War-
wick Square, from 13 Octo-
ber until 8 November.)

A major source of Iinterest

‘The Vigorous Imagina-
tion’, however, lies not simp-
ly in its place in the develop-
ment of modern British

- painting, but in its rela-

tionship to todayv’s social
Crisis.

Insofar as a view of rela-
tionships between human
beings emerges from this ex-
hibition it is not so much
unromantic as militantly
anti-romantic.

- There are uncomprom-
isingly feminist images
(Gwen Hardie’s unsensuous
nudes, June Redfern’s
female crucifixion, for ex-
ample) and truthful depic-
tions. of social conditions
making real relationships
impossible (like Peter How-
son’s ‘Bedsit Lovers’).

And, apart from Keith
MclIntyre’s beautifully
drawn studies of the rela-
tionship between contempor-
ary rural custom and

ancient myth, one of the few -

memorable references to hu-

man relations is Iin Adrian

Wiszniewski’s ‘Kingfisher’,
a wistfully evocative com-
ment on the sexuality of
adolescent males.

THE three painters who
seem most central to the
idea that this exhibition
may have an important,
and pessibly even semi-
nal, identity greater than
the merits of the indi-
vidual exhibits, are

Stephen Campbell, Peter

Howson and Ken Currie.

Campbell was born in
Glasgow in 1953 and worked
as a steel works mainte-
nance engineer before going
to the Glasgow School of Art
in 1978.

His paintings seem to have

nothing to do with industrial

decline of his surroundings
there, being symbol-laden

stories of tweedy gents en-

countering strange happen-
ings 1n rural landscapes.

Yet it is possible to see
these self-confident satires
on the myth of English gen-
tility as a link between a
‘continuing tradition’ of
figurative painting and the
images of poverty and the
working class which do per-
vade the work of Howson and
Currie.

Howson was born in Lon-

don in 1958, but brought up in

4

R /'u-"’f“i

Scottish art

Scotland, attending the Glas-
gow School of Art between

1975 and 1977 and again from.

1979 to 1981.

His pictures of Glasgow
down-and-outs seem at first
sight ruthlessly unromantic
in a tradition owing much to
those artists who have
sought critically to portray
the realities of bourgeois
society, such as Daumier 1n
19th Century France and Dix
and Grosz in the Germany of
the 1920s.

Yet in. some works like
‘The Heroic Dosser’ he pro-
duces a more ambiguous.im-
pact., confronting the viewer
with social crisis by finding
heroic. hardened individual-
ity in the homeless on the one
hand: but, on the other, sea-
ling him or her off from
necessary anger by seeking
too perfect a completeness
within the picture itself.

And Currie. a much more
clearly political artist, who
pronounces his aim of pro-
ducing an art which wﬂl a1d

m Campbell’ ‘Two Men with a Camage

the struggle for social equal-
ity and justice, also man-
ifests this striving for an in-
ternal artistic wholeness,
which arguably produces a
different impact from that
intended.

Born in North Shields in
1960 he studied social science
at a Paisley college before
attending the School of Art 1n
Glasgow from 1978-1983.

His first one-man show
was called ‘Art and Social
Commitment’ and his most
convincing pictures are por-
traits like ‘Union Organiser .
‘Shipyard Poet’. and ‘The
Self-Taught Man’'.

But he seeks to go much
further and carry forward
the tradition of socialist, mu-
ral painting associated with
the Mexican Diego Rivera
(1886-1957) — of whom Trots-
Ky once remarked that he
was a ‘genius whose political
blunderings could cast no
shadow either on his art or
his personal integrity'.

Soon afterwards Rivera
made his peace with Stalin-
ism, something one cannot
help recalling when looking

at Currie’s large, carefully

composed and finely painted

works such as ‘Template of

the Future’, which demons-
trate a splendld ambition but
seem to come perilously
close to reviving a depress-
ingly idealist conception of
the relation between art and
socialism, such as that

-which prevailed under Stalin

in the Soviet Union.

Maybe, however, that is
only my reaction. The least
tlns exhibition might do —
and it would be a very con-
siderable tribute to the
achievement of the artists —
is to promote a discussion on
the role of art in the historic
struggles over the future of

society which lie in front, a

dlscussmn to which Workers
Press readers must have
much to contribute.

OTHER exhibitions left

over, as it were, from the
Festival, are two on
Mary, Queen of Scots at
the Scottish National Por-
trait Gallery, Queen
Street (until 4 October).

‘The Queen’s Image’, 1n
particular, gives some far
better clues to the fascina-
tion for posterity Mary
Stuart created than much of
what has been written about
her. (It can also be seen at
the Mappin Art Gallery.
Sheffield from 24 October un-
til 29 November.) »

There 1s also an excellent
collection of French draw-
ings from the 15th to the
early 20th Century at the
National Gallery of Scot-
land, The Mound (until 11}
October).

On loan from the Swedish
National Museum in Stock~
holm, it helps keep one’s feet
on the ground when reflect-

ing on what pictorial art is
all about. |

RoyaletoCatchaalmnBee pamtedm 1985,hangsatdneermanoeto TheVlgorous
hmﬁmﬂewScotﬂshM’atﬂreScotttshNanonalGaﬂeryofuodemM .




PERSONAL COLUMN

‘Not by

politics
alone...’

‘HE recent announcement in
Workers Press that the paper
will in future ‘aim at the widest
possible coverage of artistic and
cultural events and scientific ques-
tions’ was very welcome.

I have long shared Gramsci’s

| view that a revolutionary paper,
besides its obvious tasks of report-
ing working-class struggles and

serving as agitator, organiser, and
political educator, should also
strive to educate its readers in a
broader sense — and that this is 1n
fact a political task, in the fullest

| meaning of that phrase

(I'm speaking here, by the way,
of the real Gramsci, not the
emasculated proto-
Eurocominunist cult figure that 1s
dangled before the 14,500 gullible
readers of ‘Marxism Today’.

(The real Gramsci, while a pris-
oner of Mussolini, came out against
Stalin, but the letter in which he did
so was suppressed by Togliatti, the
Italian Communist Party’s repre-
sentative at Comintern headquar-
ters in Moscow; Gramsci’s follow-
ers on the Italian Politbureau later
joined the Trotskyist Opposition.)

Gramsci had edited a communist
| paper in Italy in the turbulent

period between the end of World
War I and Mussolini’s seizure of
power, a period during which there
was a powerful upsurge of work-
ing-class militancy, with factory
occupations and the rise of a strong
shop stewards’ movement.

As a communist editor Gramsci
was deeply conscious of the contra-
diction between the unprecedented
fighting spirit and ardour of Italy’s
factory workers — many of whom
had only recently come to the

| towns from the countryside — and

the pitifully low level of thelr

| general education.
‘In Gramsci’s eyes the Italian

working class had been shamefully
cut off from their rightful heritage
of Italian llterature and art and

music.

-One of the jobs of a revolutionary
paper, he argued passionately, was
to brldge that chasm — to help the

| GRAMSCI

workers take possession, not only
of state power and the means of

production, but of the whole birth-
nght the bourgemsle had robbed
them of.

In this, we may have no doubt,
his vision was fully in accord with
that of Trotsky, whose informed
interest in every cultural and sci-
entific development contrasted
vividly with the narrowness and
Philistinism of some who later
claimed to be his followers.

‘Not by politics alone doth man
live. . . ° was the title of one of
Trotsky’s essays, published in
‘Pravda’ in 1923. |

‘Least of all could he himself live
by politics alone’, writes Isaac
Deutscher in the second volume of
his masterly biography of Trotsky:

‘Even at the most vital moments
of the struggle for power his liter-
ary and cultural activities took up
a great part of his energy.. . .

‘Not that he sought to escape
from politics. His interest in litera-
ture, art, and education remained
political in a wider sense. But he
refused to dwell on the surface of
public affairs. He turned the strug-

to the US askmg for lemency, but
gle for power into a struggle for the e o

Feter Fryer
past rebels’, by the sbcialist pain-
ter Walter Crane (who was a dis-
tinguished illustrator of books, was

heavily influenced by William Mor-
ris, and died 1n 1915).

‘Its defiant name, red doors and
window frames, and display of
socialist and anarchist publica-
tions’, Groves writes, ‘incited up-
per—class louts and their toadies to
heave an occasional brick through
the full-length plate glass door and
windows, to daub blue and white

paint on to the red, and sometimes |

to break in at mght and wreck the
interior.’ -

On sale there in 1931 was the
‘Militant’, containing articles by

‘Leon Trotsky and published by

what was then the Left Opposition
in the US.

Groves bought three or four
copies, which were passed round
among six or seven members of the

- Communist Party of Great Britain

‘and our little world was en-
larged’. .

Alas, Henderson’s supplies were
cut off when he couldn’t pay for
them. Groves and his friends wrote

“soul’’ of the revolution; and he §

thereby gave new dimensions and §
new depth to the conflict in which §

he was involved.’

If its excellent coverage of the "¢
Edinburgh Festival is anything to £
go by, the Workers Press ‘turn to . X% jF
culture’ will indeed give new i

dimensions and new depth to the |

struggles its readers are involved

HEN I made a passing refer-
ence in this column recently
to the ‘Bomb Shop’ in London’s
Charing Cross Road I'd clean for-
gotten that, long before it was
taken over by Collets, this book-

- shop had an interesting connection

with the early days of British
Trotskyism.

Bill Hunter has kindly drawn my
attention to a reference to the shop
in Reg Groves’s fascinating little
book ‘The Balham Group: How
British Trotskyilsm Began’ (Pluto
Press, 1974).

Groves tells how ‘one bright cold

spring morning in 1931’ he called at
the ‘Bomb Shop’ to buy some pam-
phlets and say hello to ‘old Hender-

son’, who ran 1it.
-~ He describes Henderson, prop-

rietor of ‘the only socialist book-
shop in the West End’, as ‘short,
rotund, brusque in manner, with
bristling white hair, pointed beard
and scarlet tie’.

The shop had been designed and

decorated\ in red and gold, and

‘emblazoned with the names of

TROTSK Y -
‘the Americans were adamant’,
and in the end the little group had
to order their own copies by post.

They were ‘deeply shaken’ by
Trotsky’s indictment of Comintern
policy in Germany, his warnings of
the disaster that would follow if
that policy was persisted in, and
his call for a principled united front
of the German Social Democratic
Party and CP to defeat the Nazis:
‘All these things we would raise in
the party, and fight for.’

But for the time being they would
fight as CP members, not outsid-
ers. It was several months before
the Balham group helped to set up
the British Section of the Interna-
tional Left Opposition, on 19 De-
cember 1931.

When I came to live in London 16
years later, Henderson’s shop had
already passed into the hands of
Collets, a circumstance which-at
that time meant total CP control
over the stock. Needless to say,
neither the American ‘Militant’ nor
any other Trotskyist publication
was to be found there.

But the time-honoured hypocor-
ism ‘Bomb Shop’, though now sadly
inappropriate, could still be seen
above the door. It was to stay there
for several years to come.

|
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- WORKERS
REVOLUTIONARY

PARTY

Please send me information about the wOrkers Re-
volutionary Party.

Trade Union
"SEND TO:

‘Secretary to the Central Commiltee
PO Box 735, London SW9

7QS

£5,000 Special Fund
- IN SO FAR: £2,594.85
Could all Party branches make a point

of bringing the

question of the importance of the special fund into their
branch meeting agendas. Discuss how extra money for this

urgent appeal can be raised. The

n for the

Conference to reorganise the Fourth Intemna-
tlonalshon% be among our main priorities so that work for it
can proceed without interruption.

® PLEASE send donations without delay to: WRP Special

Fund, PO Box 735, Loncon S

7QS

ORKERS PRESS SEPTEMBER

In so far: £256.85

Don’t leave the question of the monthly fund until the last
minute. Use the paper to recruit new members to the Party.
We can reach the widest cross-section of workers through
the pages of our press.

Donations urgently,

please, to: Workers Press, PO Box 735,
London SW9 7QS 4

28 Charlotte Street, London W1P 1HP
Tel: 01 -636 3532

'10-12 Atlantic Road, Brixton, London SW9 .
8HY
Tel: 01-274 8342

H0pe'Street Book Centre

321 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 3PT
Tel: 041-332 8881

UUI\3

LOWTRYLTD (TU)

We can do your tvnesrting, nrint your leaflets, etc.

Example:, Typesetting; £15 per 1,000 words

Printing 1,000 A4 for £25.00

LISTINGS '

LISTINGS are pu;bllshed free by WORKERS PRESS each week
for organisations in the labour movement. Please send details
to arrive by mld-day Monday for publication the following

Thursday.

AGAINST BP INVESTMENT IN
SOUTH AFRICA Demonstration
outside Shell, Garage, Burnett
and Hallamshire Factory, Work-
sop. Saturday 12 September,
9.30a.m. Organised by Notting-
hamshire Area NUM, Worksop
Trades Council and Yorkshire
NUM. Followed by Rally, 1ta.m.
at Worksop Town Hall. Speak-
ers: Peter Heathfield (NUM),

SACTU, SWAPQO, ANC, Anti-

Apartheid.

HANGERS ANNIVERSARY

BENEFIT Proceeds to Sarmcol

Workers in South Africa. Satur-
day 19 September. 8p.m.
Emerald Centre, 263 Hammers-

mlth Road, Hammersmith
Broadway. Live music with: Ger-
man Girl: Mimanics. Disco and
Late Bar. Waged £4 Unwaged
£2. Free to victimised workers.
Organised by Hammersmith and
Fulham Trades Union Council.

ISRAEL AND SOUTH AFRICA
Meeting with June Jordan,
Moshe Machover and others.
Tuesday 15 September, 8p.m.
Battersea Arts Centre, |_Lavender
Hill, SW1t.

SABRA AND SHATILLA Fifth
Anniversary of Massacre. Pales-
tine Post Rally. Dr Swee Ang
(Medical Aid for Palestinians)

and Faisal Aweida (PLO repre--

sentative in Britain). Thursday,
17 September, 7p.m. Hoiborn
Library, Theobalds Road, Lon-
don WC1

SUPPORT MORDECHAI
VANUNU! CND Vigil at Israeli

Embassy. Monday 21 Septem-

ber, 12.30.- 2p.m. Palace
Green, Kensington High Street.

TRADE UNIONS AGAINST
MSC Conference to co-ordinate
opposition to MSC schemes and

- government policies on unem-

ployment through the trade un-
ions. Saturday 7 November,
9.30a.m.- 5p.m. Dr Jonson
House, 40 Bull Street, Birming-
ham B4. Reg
tact: M. Arkwright 01-521 4130.

FREE MOSES MAYEKISO
Free All South African Prison-
ers; Hands Off COSATU; E&nd
British Collaboration With Apar-
theid.

day 10 October. Assemble mid-

--day, Clerkenwell Green, London

istration £5. Con-.

March to South Africa
House, Trafalgar Square. Satur-

EC2 (nearest tube: Farringdon) -

NON-STOP PICKET OF
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE For
the release of Nelson Mandela

and all political prisoners in

South Africa. For sanctions
against the racist South African

 government. Outside South Afri-

ca House, Trafalgar Square.
Organised by City of London
Anti-Apartheid. ~

" THE LONG MARCH Sarmcol

Workers Co-Operative Presena-
tion. In dispute with British Tyre
and Rubber Company since
May 1985 — See Their Play,
Hear - Their Story. Hackney
Empire, Mare Street, E8. 15-19
September 8p.m.

MARCH FOR MAYEKISO
COMMITTEE Open meetings
every Wednesday 8p.m. Pre-
ceding 10 October, to organise
national demonstration .in sup-
port of South African trade un-
lonist Moses Mayekiso. Conway

~ Hall, Red Lion Square, Holbom.

Quotations also available for Web offset
printing; tabloid and brgadsheet newspapers,
according to size and run. |

Tel: 01-274 8459

Lowtry Ltd., 21-25 Beehive Place, Brixton,
Lon_dorj SW9

THE ALIENS ACT REVISITED
Exhibition on immigration his-
tory, racism, and laws. Dave-
nant Centre,
Whitechapel Road, London E1.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE
REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly

planning meetings every Tues-

day 7.30p.m. Stoke Newington
Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. All welcome. Con-
tact: Box CAPR, 83 Black-
stock Road, N4 (01-991 2938.)

BRING BACK VICTORIA WIL-
LIAMS! Campaign meetings

seeond and foUrth Wednes- \

179-181

days ofever*
UCA, Acton echnical College
Mill Hili Road, W3.

GREENHAM COIIIION
WOMEN'’S CAMP To all women

- — we are still here; we still need

your suppott! Near Newbury,
it 13 on M4, or BR Newbury,
Berkshire.

VIRAJ MENDIS LONDON SUP-
PORT GROUP Downing Street
Protest Monday. 6p.m.-
7p.m. (Westminster/Charing
Cross tubes.) Weekly organisa-
tional meetings take place aﬁer

the plcket

- . - . e - . el




THIS year is the 40th annivers

event, Durham Miners’ Assoc

‘must understand how
1947 nationalis

ary of nationalisation of the coal industry. To mark the

' The blues
' prepare for the
. l" edSI

THE threat which the min-
ers posed was still enor-
mous. Some way had to be
found of breaking up the
miners’ strength.

An incentive scheme would
have the twin advantages of
diffusing the miners annual
threat to the wage restrictions
of the Labour government (by
allowing larger inecreases
based on productivity deals:.
and breaking the unity of the
NUM. based on a national
wages structure.

The miners were balloted on an
Incentive scheme in 1974. and ro-
Jected it decisively by 61.5 per
cent. A national conference in 1977
also rejected it. Still not satisfied.
‘the right wing of the union insisted
on another ballot. | : |

However. the miners again
voted to reject the scheme. this
time by 55.75 per cent. Gormley,
and other right wingers. led by

South Derbyshire and Notting-

hamshire, simply decided to

~ignore the ballot and accept the
~ Area Incentive Scheme. When the:

left wing went to the courts to
contest the NEC's decision. the
Judge ruled that a national ballot
was not binding on the NEC.

Preparing

Meanwhile the state was pre-
paring for a confrontation with the
working class. The miners’ victor-
les of 1972 and 1974 sent shock
waves through the establishment.
The ‘Civil Contingencies Unit’
(CCU) was established as a stand-
ing Cabinet committee to deal
with strikes. The police began to
train a ‘third force’ of ‘riot police’
to deal with picketing. The nuc-
lear power programme continued
unabated, and the conversion of
coal fired power stations to dual
oil/coal burning stepped up.

And the Conservatives planned
for a return to power in which they
forsaw the need to break the pow-
er of the NUM for good. The
‘Ridley Report’ of 1978 prepared
the ground for the confrontation.

Anticipating that a Tory govern-.

ment would face a challenge to its
policies on the nationalised indus-
tries, it predicted the biggest
threat would be from the miners.

Accordingly, it drew up a strategy

for dealing with the threat. This
included:

@ Building up coal stocks.

~ strength of the NUM.
- Large quantities of cheap coal

@ Making contingency plans for
the import of coal.

® Encouraging non-union lorry

drivers who would carry coal

‘across picket lines.

® Introducing dual coal/oil firing

le.

® Cutting off welfare pay.mems to
strikers.

o Creating a large, mobile squad

of police to deal with pickets.

Secure

However, the period from 1974
to 1979 was relatively secure for
miners. The Plan for Coal guaran-
teed grants to finance stocks
which might be caused by short
term fluctuations in demand. And
It increased investment in the in-

dustry to cope with the expansion

that was expected.

But the investment implications
of the plan were seriously under-
estimated. and the predictions of
future demand were hopelessly
optimistic. Few pits shut from
1974 to 1979. but the preparations
for more closures had been made.
and the Plan for Coal was soon to
be revealed as yet another govV-
ecrnment agreement to be torn up.
leaving the miners the victims yet

~agam of the ‘national interest’

edge of -

At the
battle. . . |

~IN 1980 a werld slump was
“the

seriously u‘ndermining

were tlooding the world market.
At home, the run-down in steel
and heavy engineering caused a

further collapse in the British -
- market. |

Coal prices were falling rapidly
and stocks were building up to
dramatic levels. It was estimated

that 40 million tonnes of British .

coal was stockpiled, mainly at
power stations in the UK.

The newly-elected Thatcher
government had declared war on
nationalised industries and the
trade unions who tried to protect

them. With its free-market- phi-

losophy the Tory government set
about trying to bring the NCB into
line with their thinking. Cash res-
traints were placed on the board
and management were told it
must break even by 1983/1984.

In February 1981, Derek Ezra.
then chairman of the NCB,
announced that 23 pits were to be
closed. In Durham, Sacriston,
Bearpark, Houghton and Boldon
were to go immediately.

‘Industry. Many
- Thatcher was playing the same

ower stations as quickly as possi-

A spontaneous .sf-_triké.-[_wa-ve '-
broke out and Spread from South
Wales to Kent. The Midlands,

 Yorkshire and Scotland were also

involved. In the Durham village of
Sacriston miners declared: ‘We
can’t stand by and allow others to
fight for our pits.’ Bearpark, Bol-

don and Houghton followed suit.

An enormous mood of rebellion
Spread through the coalfields. By
the Thursday of the first week of
total stoppage Thatcher’s govern-
ment retreated and the NCB with- -
drew the pit closure programme.
The government pledged more in-
vestment in the industry,

Many miners claimed a great
victory. Others thought back to
‘Red Friday’, the day in 1925 when
a threatened national stoppage by
the MFGB forced the government
lo restore subsidies to the mining

considered

ga mie .
Opposition

In 1982 Arthur Scargill was
elected President of the NUM on a
platform of fervent opposition to
pit closures. He was given the job

of fighting for the union by an

unprecedented 70 per cent major-
ity. | |
In September of the following

year a 71-year-old ‘union buster'
was appointed to the chair-
manship of the NCB. He was lan
MacGregor. His record at British
Leyland and the British Steel
Company led the NUM newspap-

er, ‘The Miner’. to earry the head-

tine: ‘The Butcher Cometh'. :
He was. as every miner now
knows. to be the hit man ior the
Tory strategy of taking on the
NUM. He inherited an industry ih

- which the miners were. prepared-
to fight. In 1982, Scottish miners

struck against the proposed clo-
sure of Kinneil colliery. although
atlemdpts to expand the strike col-
lapsed. T |

By February 1983. the Lewis
Merthyr colliery in Glamorgan
staged a ‘stay down' strike
against closures. The whole South
Wales coalfield followed their lead
and came out in support. But :
national ballot for strike action
failed. , 4

Closures

In Durham. the list of closures
was growing by the month. Black-
hall, Houghton. Hylton and Boldon
had been closed. East Hetton was
rapidly shut on grounds: of ‘safe
ty’. Men at the pit were told that
there would be jobs waiting for
them at the coastal collieries if
they did not protest. Men in the
tub loading shift said: ‘We were in
bed when they closed our pit."

The mood was rising all over the

- British coalfield. Pits were clos-

Ing piece-meal. Unlike the 1960s.

- with unemployment at over 2 mil-

lion and rising fast, there were no

other jobs to go to. Men were also

being blackmailed under the
threat of compulsory redundancy.

In Scotland, the aggressive NCB

‘area director Albert Wheeler was

busy provoking the miners. Car-

: dowan, the last pit-in Lanarkshire.

was closed despite a strike to keep
it open. But Polmaise was to
?r?ge the flashpoint for the coal-
ield.

Wheeler personally went to the
pit to lock out miners when they
struck against being transferred
in July of 1983. By January 1984
they were out again, this time
striking against the closure of Pol-
maise. Their strike was to last one
year and six weeks.

It took another provocation, this
time in Yorkshire, at Cortonwood
Colliery, to spark the longest and
most bitter struggle in the British
coal industry. .

TO BE CONTINUED

Durham Miners’ Gala
Souvenir Brochure

40 years of nationalisation’

Available from:

Durham Miners’ Association |
‘Redhills’, Durham

Price: 50p + 20p p&p
Proceeds to Justice for Mineworkers




B RoBSON'S CHOICE
‘Mussolini fraud

CHECKING through
the television sche-
 dules since this column
last appeared three
weeks ago proved, to

me at any rate, that

going on holiday was
one of the wisest deci-
sions one could have
made in the circumst-
ances.

~ If you discount repeats,

which have been running
at something like 35 per

cent of output throughout

the month of August, and
news and current affalrs,
few programmes inter-
rupted the flow of moving
wallpaper with some-
thing interesting to say.
A noteworthy exception to
the general rule was the
BBC’s lavish four-part series
Musselini, a US import for
- which, I am certain, many
hard-earned dollars were
paid. | -
It dealt with history, ‘the
truth of history’, rather like
TG Healy had done two
weeks previously when he

launched his new fringe pro-
duction ‘The Marxist Party’.

The author, Stirling Sil-
liphant (another welcome
guest at this years’ Moscow
Film Festival), went to enor-
mous lengths to.‘get it right’
— and I mean Right. He even
invited his subject’s eldest
surviving son, Vittorio Mus-
solini. to check his screen-
play for accuracy when it
was completed. He found
Mussolini Jr. ‘delightful,
charming, very sophisti-
cated — and still a spokes-
man for his father’. It must
have come as no surprise to
Silliphant when good old Vit-
torio gave the screenplay his
blessing.

The result of this labour of
love? A cynical, sickening
snow job! Only a few weeks
after the funeral of Rudolf
Hess which triggered pro-
fascist demonstrations 1in

"small-fry

- West Germany, and gave the

world clear notice of a fas-
cist revival — especially
among the youth — the BBC
takes up it’s educational re-
sponsibilities with a veng-
ance and treats British youth
to five hours of ‘history’ in
prime-time.

The essence of the lesson
was this: that although it
could be said that Benito

Mussolini was a ruthless,

dictatorial man in public life
(or non-U, as the Mitford sis-
ters might have dubbed
him), he was passionately
devoted to his people, un-
bending in matters of princi-
ple, courageous to a fault
and, if somewhat prone to
promiscuity, was, deep
down, a loving, tender and
devoted family man who, un-
fortunately, committed a

few rather stupid errors -

which eventually cost him

‘his life and that of his mis-

tress. In the immortal words
of Stirling Silliphant: ‘He
wanted the Roman Empire

back and so he made a deal
with Hitler. That's where the

tragedy came in — that stu-

pid cheice’.

It is almost unnecessary to
add that the partisans who
winkled the nign tyrant
out of the German convoy 1n
which he hoped to make his
escape, and who dealt sum-
marily with their class
enemy, wore battle-green
caps with prominent red
stars on the front — just like
the Vietcong had done in the
childrens comic books of the
early 1960’s.

The question that must be
answered is this: Why did
the BBC — a vital arm-of the

British capitalist state -

machine — buy and show
this programme now? Can
we expect similarly ‘human
and therefore fallible’ por-
traits of Franco and Salazar,
Stroessner, Marcos and
Somoza, or even historical
like Pierre
Gemayal, {0 name seven?
Would it not be perfectly con-
sistent with Kenneth Baker’s
avowed aim to ‘raise the
standard of education’ in
British schools and Thatch-

' DEMONSTRATION

ON THE 10 January 1987 Michael Delaney was untawfully killed by a TNT lorry

~ driven by Robert Higgins.

Michael was a young working class man.
Higgins is a scab driver for Rupert Murdoch's print and media empire.
A coroners jury delivered the verdict of unlawful killing — Michael's death
became national news. Since that day the judiciary, police. TNT, Attorney General
and Higgins have been determined to draw a veil over the facts of Micheal's death.

@ Higgins is now trying to get the jury verdict overturned.

@ Micheal's family and supporters are campaigning for all jury verdicts of this kind

to result in automatic prosecution.

Behind Higgins: the power of the siate.

-

| mmeDelaney's:mesupponofmeworkingpeople.'

- Support the campaign by stopping the traffic at the point where Michael was run
?

down.

#
' Assemble:
Butcher Row/Commercial Road

Spm
Friday 25 September

- No more deaths on the roads!
Prosecute Robert Higgins!
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er’'s drive to smash trades

unions?

On 7 September, Channel
Four presented a

documentary on the South

African Black Consciousness
leader, Steve Biko, who died
in police custody ten years
ago today. -

Breaking the Silence,
directed by Edwina Spicer,
made frustrating viewing
much of the time because 1t
was unclear whether it was
an historical account of the
Black Conciousness move-
ment or free publicity for
Richard Attenborough’
forthcoming film on Steve
Biko Cry Freedom.

I say this without malice.
There is a long and, one
would have hoped, by now,
thoroughly discredited tradi-
tion in television
documentary making that
always seeks to find ‘a hook
to hang’ a subject from or a
‘frame’ to put around it, the
implication being that the
chosen subject is too weak to
stand firmly in its own right.

Anniversaries are the
most common ‘hooks’, and
they are often quite unobtru-
sive. In this case the prog-
ramme makers and the
programme presenters had
an anniversar% to provide
them with the sense of
‘security’ they hunger for.
But why rope in the Atten-
borough circus? Will a few
location dolly shots from
Zimbabwe and a handful of
clips from Sir Richard’s fea-

" ture film get us closer to the

real Steve Biko, or to a deep-
er understanding of the
ideology of Black Conscilous-
ness in contemporary South
Africa by ‘framing’ the sub-
ject in such a way that it is
more accesible to audi-
ences?

I believe the answer is no,
it does not. It has the oppo-

site effect. It cheapens the

subject and leads to superfi-
cial work, and Breaking the
Silence was just that: super-
ficial work.

‘Hooks’ and ‘frames’ are
part of the baggage of fil-

- ‘makers who lack confidence

in both their subject and

Can Superman

Justice for the Delaney’s|

their audience, and feel
obliged to ‘package’ their
subject in such a way that it

~‘sells’ more easily. This is

sheer nonsence — the

warped logic of the market

place. Attenborough will not-
draw viewers to watch a

documentary on Steve Biko- |

it takes a miners strike to do

that!

¥ %k Xk
HAVING survived a particu-
larly arid summer, we are
now threatened by drowning
in a flood of new autumn

releases. We will have to
judge them on their merit.

Meanwhile, here are a few

programmes to look out for.

On Saturday, at:
2.15p.m.(Radio 3), Maria
Callas in Bizet’s Carmen. At
5.25p.m.(BBC2), Orson
Wells’ The Magnificent

- Ambersons.

On Sunday, at
2.30p.m.(Radio 4), The Globe
Theatre presents Travelling
North. At 7.30p.m.(Radio 3),
Wagner’s opera The Ring. At
7.50p.m.(BBC2), The Great
Philosophers focuses on Ar-
istotle. At 8.15p.m.(C4), Igor

Stravinsky’s only opera for -

television: The Flood. At
9.05p.m.(BBC1), Sunday Pre-
mier presents Blat. At

- 10.35p.m.(C4), Francois

Truffaut’s The Bride Wore
Black. -

On Monday, at 12 noon
(C4), Victor Sjostrom’s su-
perb silent classic The Wind,
made in 1928. At
3p.m.(BBC2), The World Ab-
out Us follows a harvesting
crew across the US to the
Canadian prairies in Yellow
Trail from Texas. At
5.05p.m.(BBC1), Blue Peter
takes our youngsters to the
USSR, courtesy of Glasnost,
in the first of a new series. At
8p.m.(Radio 4), a play by
Howard Barker, No End of

Blame. At 9.30p.m.(BBC1),
~ State of Secrecy looks at the

British Secret Service, or
that part of it that isn’t sec-
ret any more. At 10p.m.(C4),
Japan Project, looks at the
rise of unemployment in
Japan. ]

save Cannon?

IT’S A bird! It’s a plane! It’s — Superman! But
whether or not Superman IV can still save Lois
Lane, the big question is whether this movie can

save Cannon Films.

The group has reported net losses of $12 million (£7
million) in a quarter, after $60.4 million loss in the year

ended 3 January. -

For a time, the company
set up by cousins Menahem
Golan and Yoram Globus
was the movie industiry’s
biggest success story in

- years. The two cousins al-

ways cut a dash at film fes-

tivals, and threw lavish par- -

ties.

They bought up the Classic
cinema chain and Thorn
EMI’s screen entertainment
division. The Cannon name

has spread on high street

cinemas throughout Britain
and in Holland, West Ger-

~many and Italy.

Cannon was billed as a
minor economic miracle —
like Brazil. Now the com-
parison is being made with
different connotations.

‘In a sense Cannon’s pre-
sent plight is analogous to
that of a nation like Brazil,
so debt-laden banks can’t
afford not to keep it afloat.’
(‘Newsweek’, 25 May.)

At this year’s Cannes film

festival two of the three US

entries were Cannon’s. The
films were rated quite well.

‘But on the eve of the festiv-

al, Cannon decided to sack
110 employees, after hearing
its shares had fallen from $45
to $5 since the previous year.

The company had suffered
a number of setbacks. ‘Over
the Top’, for which Cannon
paid Sylvester Stallone $12
million was one. The
publicity hype for the film
may have been over the top,
but its takings weren’t. The
film did badly in the United
States, and lost money.

DecisiOn

Roman Polanski’s ‘Pi-
rates’ failed to come up with
any treasure. Cannon’s deci-
sion to distribute that $30
billion swashbuckler in the
United States lost them mii-
lions of dollars.

Then the US Securities and
Exchange Commission de-

- cided to 1nvestigate the com-

pany after shareholders
complained its stock was

. .oyer-valued: on the basis: of-..
- misleading figures. The in-

re-
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On Tuesday, at 12 noon

(C4), King Vidor’s silent clas-_

sic Show People. At
7.30p.m.(BBC2), Wildlife on
Two introduces the Nautilus
— said to be 500 million
years old. At 8p.m.(Radio 4),
Medicine Now. At
8.30p.m.(BBC2), Brass Tacks
looks at the investment
potential of private health
care in Britain today — a
must for anyone on an NHS
hospital waiting list! At
9.30p.m.(BBC1), Truckers,

" part-two of an eight part

series which might be worth
keeping an eye on. In the
first episode the lads were
strike breaking and making
a fortune in the process. Also

~at 9.30p.m.(BBC2), novelist

Thomas Keneally introduces
a new series of documentar-

- ies on Australia.

On Wednesday, at
6p.m.(BBC2), Elvis Presley

8.15p.m.(Radio 4), a new
series, Analysis, focuses on
the crisis in the Labour Par-
ty. At 9p.m.(C4), a record of

vestigation is still pro-
ceeding. |

Acquiring Thorn EMI en-
tertainments last year left
Cannon with huge debts, af-
ter US finance house Drexel
Burnham Lambert backed

~ off from a promise to help

the deal. Cannon needed to
find $200 million, $75 million
of it in cash. |

Since then, the goup has
sold off Thorn E

library to a Los Angeles
company for $100 on,

and tried to sell Elstree film-

studios. In June, Cannon
said Elstree was no longer

‘on the market, but some sug-

gest that’s just an attempt to

‘up the price.

Menachem Golan has said
he has plans to expand the

‘studio and shoot two films

there. We’ll have to see.
Meanwhile, the company
has been spared worse los-
ses, and possible collapse, by
a complex deal giving War-
ner Brothers a large chunk
of its European distribution

~ and cinemas.

Cannon is trying to per-
suade shareholders to
agprove sale of a million

ares into a special holding
company, \
£11.6. million; it had ‘hoped
the deal would be completed
in time to make this quar-
ter’s figures look better.

Only a year ago, Golan and
Globus were confidently pre-
dicting their company would
take its place alongside the
big Hollywood six dominat-
ing the world movie busi-

‘ness. Now despite all the
hype and big star movies —

someé of them good — the

peculation Js:on. how JOBE Lty li- iates a o A Uﬂ'..

8
Cannon will survive.
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Lillian Gish starting a new life in Texas in ‘The Wind" (1928).
Monday 14 September at 12 noon, Channel_ 4.

singer Maria Callas’ last
performance in 1974, Callas
in Japan. At 9.35p.m.(Radio
3), Arthur Miller’s Elegy for
a Lady. At 10p.m.(C4), Tony
Palmer’s new film about
pianist Mitsuko Uchida is

"~ called Mozart in Japan.

- in Jailhouse Rock. At

I's film

for which it has

On Thursday, at
5.05p.m.(BBC1), Blue Peter

in back in the USSR. At

8p.m.(C4), Equinox presents
Prisoner of Consciousaess, a
repeat of Jonathan Miller’s
extraordinary interview

with an ex-BBC radio pro-

ducer who after suffering se-
vere brain damage has vir-
tually no memory. At
10.30p.m.(ITV), The City
Programme hits the air-
waves, designed to serve
Thatcher’s new generation
of small investors.

On Friday, at
10.25p.m.(BBC1), Omnibus
presents a programme on
folk singer Bob Dylan which
includes a rare interview. At
11.15p.m.(BBC2), one of John
Huston’s best films, The Tre-

asure of the Sierra Madre.

Kodak
barred
~student

‘FREE ENTERPRISE’ is the
watchword of the University
of Rochester's Simon Busi-
ness School in upstate New

York. But when the Kodak

company heard an em-
ployee of rivals Fuji was
coming to school, they got
that stopped. |

Eastman-Kodak said their
own managers attending
courses at the college would
‘feel inhibited in discussions’

if Japanese post-grad stu-

dent Tsuneo Sakai was in
their class. Kodak is big in

- Rochester, and the Business

School had to take noti_oe.

They helped Mr Sakai find
‘a place at MIT's Sloan
School of Management in-
stead. But there is growing

pressure from US com-

panies to stop Japanese and
other potential competitors
coming tQ




-

o \.M.“;v/' . v

L I " TR R

P war -

)
L

Oorkers|
Press

Saturday September 12 1987. Newsdesk 01-733 3058

YOUTH FOR SOCIALISM members
and supporters from many parts of
the country attended a highly suc-
cessful lobby of the Trade Union Con-
gress in Blackpool last Monday.

Calling for no trade union collaboration with
the Manpower Services Commission (MSC), the

- Youth for Socialism contingent made it abun-

dantly clear to the union delegates entering the
conference exactly what they felt about cheap
labour schemes and the betrayals of the likes of
Norman Willis and the bureaucracy in partici-
pating in these Tory government impositions.

If they are allowed to

get away with their plans
generations of youth will
be tied to the state in

slave labour camps with

no trade union rights.

This is of course precisely

what Thatcher has in

mind for the entire work-
ing class.
Leaflets demanding the

TUC must break from the
MSC were handed out to

nearly 1,000 delegates and

visitors.
‘The lobby was the first

action by Youth for Social-
ism as part of an overall plan.

to unite working-class youth

‘around-the questions of the

fight against cheap labourin

Britain and South Africa. It

is question which affects
youth internationally.

Following the lobby, a
packed Youth for Socialism
public meeting listened to
Andy Lillcok, a young strik-
er in the Moat House dispute
in Liverpool! explain how
MSC workers were recruited

to scab on the strikers who
- were demanding trade union

recognition.

These youth are operatin.g'

dangerous kitchen equip-

BY SUE GWYER

ment without training, in-
struction or supervision.

Senior Colman sacked

workers still fighting after

eight months were present,
~and Graham Whyatt spoke

of the need for all those in

dispute to step up the press-
‘ure on the managements.

Lawrence Jenkins spoke
for the Fleet Street Support

Unit, a group of printwor-
kers who fought to spread
the Wapping struggle to the
rest of Fleet Street. He con-
demned the role of the TUC
in the betrayal of the year
long struggle.

Chris McBride of Youth
for Socialism, the youth
comrades of the WRP, spoke
about the attacks on youth
here and abroad and about
building a youth movement
in this country by taking up a

~ fight for international issues.

Enslavement of youth in
Britain through the institu-
tion of compulsory work for
benefits schemes is not an
expression of the strength of
the Tory government but of a
government in crisis, of im-

‘perialism in crisis, stated

Chris. '
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WORKERS PRESS leads the fight for Trotskyism
and Marxist principles in the labour and trade union
movement nationally and internationally.

The most reliable way to get your copy of WORKERS

PRESS is by post.

You can have WORKERS PRESS delivered for 25p

- per week. :

Prompt, regular, reliable — anywhere in the world!
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SUBSCRIPTION
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Send to: WORKERS PRESS. PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS

‘Youth for Socialism be-
lieves that the MSC’s main
function is to smash the
trade unions in this country
through using scheme work-
ers as a scab cheap labour
force, to drive down wages
and conditions.

‘But it is clear,’ he went

on, ‘that the implementation
- of JTS is not going according
to plan. Evidence from pilot

JTS areas reveals a drop-out
rate of 25 per cent.

The posturing of the TUC

on a boycott of JTS has been

- exposed this week for what it
is. The representation of
-trade unions on area Man-

power boards is being re-
duced, with employers get-

ting a much greater say. The

trade unions are not being
asked whether they want a
JTS anyway — the agencies
are approaching the em-
ployers direct, there are no
negotiations.

‘If the TUC resolution goes

through then the grossest
betrayal of the youth will
have been perpetrated.
Youth condemned to com-
pulsory work for benefit
'src[ljlgrpes*at the hands of the
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Chris co’ncluded by

saying: ‘Full support must

be given to the conference
called by the ‘““Trade Unions
Against the MSC’’ campaign
initiated by NALGO and to
be held on Saturday 7
November at Dr Jonson
House, 40 Bull Street, Birm-
ingham B4.”

Simon Pirani of the Work-
ers Revolutionary Party
said the- meeting’s purpose
was not only to put forward
our demands on the TUC and
to express solidarity with the
South African working class,
but to ‘bring to the centre of
all these struggles the ques-
tion of revolutionary lead-
ership.” The revolutionary
youth movement that the
comrades of ‘Youth For
Socialism’ hoped to build
would play a big part in this.

As the working class came
forward in South Africa, the

Stalinist-dominated led-
ership of the ANC sought to

confine it to a fight against

apartheid, but not against
capitalism in general.

‘The struggle against

" apartheid can only be suc-

cesful by going forward to a
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power and socialism; just as
the struggle here in Britain
to defend trades unions and
basic rights must become a
struggle for working class
power,” he said.

Kathy Fernand of the
March for Mayekiso Com-
mittee and City of London
Anti-Apartheid told the
meeting: ‘Our black
brothers and sisters are
dying daily because of apar-
theid.’ .

Calling for a bi'g' turn-out
on the ‘Free Moses Mayek-

iso’ march on Saturday 10

October, she said: ‘Our soli-
darity must be more open
and constructive. Britain is
one.of racist South Africa’s
biggest backers and we have
a duty to support the black

‘working class in its struggle

for freedom.’

- Campaigners in Britain
were highlighting Mayek-
iso’s case because his politic-
al activity — in COSATU,
and in the working class

communities — typified that

new force of which the racist
Botha regime were most
afraid. ‘
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ionists here.

Youth lobby says

B beak fro MSC |
MSC scabbed —says
young striker

- struggle for working-class

A migrant mineworker
who had long experienced

‘the misery of working

thousands of miles from
home and being eonfined to
the miners’ single-sex hos-
tels, Moses ‘has dedicated
his life, through his trade
union and community aetivi-
ties, to the struggles of the
workers and peoples of South
Africa,” — despite many de-
tentions, beatings and ‘inter-
rogations’, said Kathy.

Not only had he been in-
strumental in the formation
of COSATU, but in the Alex-
andra township he had been
active in the setting-up of
people’s courts, the alterna-
tive education system, rent
boycotts and other actions.

After the-Alexandra upris-
ing of 1986, in which %go-
ple died, Moses Mayekiso

‘was detained and -tortured

for five days; the British
authorities too, mistreated
and strip-searched him when
he came to visit trades un-

Now he faces trial for
treason and execution by.
hanging if found guilty.




