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ROLLS HOYCE AND VIET-NAM: A CASE STUDY IN COMFLICITY

The Ling-Temco-Vought Corsair II is a single-seat light
attack aircraft originally designed for the United StatEElyavy,
and designated by them as the A-TA and A-TB. It ean prervide
close support, that is low-level bombing, straffing and napslm-
ing, fer ground forces up to 600-T0C miles inland from any coast--
line approachable by the U.S., Fleet, The first flight of the
aircraft was in September 1965, deliveries %o user squadrons
began-in October 1966, and the first sguadron was deployed on
U.S. airecraft carriers stationed in the Gulf of Tonkin in Nqvemn--
ber 1967. For over & year, then, the Corsair has been =a weapon
in the American armoury used sgainst the people of Viet-mem, In
fact, the manufacturers, the LTV Aernspace Corpnration, a subsi-
diary of Ling-Temca-Vaught Incorporated ef Dallas, Texas, bozats
that the perind from first flight tn the first attack nn Noeth
Viet~-Nam was ~nly 799 days. The total number nf A-TAs and A-TBse
prnduced for the Navy and Marine Corps squadrons is planned t2
exceed 1000 aireraft. In 1966 the U.5. Air Fnrce also selected
the Corsair, designated by them A-7D, to meet its requirements
frr a tactical fighter-bamber.

The Cnrsair's fixed armament cemprises twe 20 millimetre
machine guns in the nose. Fuselage racks can be used to maunt
Sidewinder sir-to-air missiles. The normal srmement lnad is
4000 1b, with a meximum load of 15000 1b. for shorter missinns,
Alternative weapon lsads include:

(1) 24 250 1pn. *general urpose! bombs;
€4y 4 Zuni rocket pnds plus 104 2.75 inch rockets;
(iii) 4 Bullpup A missiles and two Shrike air-to- surface
r - missiles;
(iv) 10 712 1b. napalm steres.
LIV elaim the 580 m.p.h. Corsair has achieved "a new high
in carrier strike effectiveness". Its targets on an average
missiesn might include: river traffic, lorries, railway tracks
and the traffic on them, road and reil bridges, storage complexcs,
anti-aircraft artillery and surface-to-sir missile sites. e
Why shnuld all this be nf interest tno people in Britain and
to the Viet-nam solidarity movement here? Because the Holls
Royce Aern Engine Division at Derby has been chosen to provide
its Spey-25 engine it power the USAF Corsair and future marks
of the USN aircraft. At present the Navy Corsair is powered by
an American Pratt and Whitney engine, the TF-30, the meximum
thrust nf which dnres nrt exceed 12,000 1b. A more powerful
unit is needed for take-aff and eruising. The power level ‘now
required could nnt be satisfied by any reasonasble stretch of
the existing engine. The Spey is rated at 14,250 1b. static

-

-thrust. 1In any case there have been problems with the TF-30,

The Navy has refused +o accept a considerable number of produs-
tion A-THBs because of blade shedding in their engines. {\x




2
ETE 0! can be made here. The wsr has imposed
powerful. stresses on the productive capacity of D.E.‘inﬁugir“.
weapons has been so great that U.S. firms have
not beenseble o supply all that is required. Elliett Jgnewgy,
former advisor to President Johnson, has admitted that the Viet-
nam war has produced such high demand for military equipment =
* "t4g generate tremendous disruptive pressures on specific bottle-
necks., The most importent of these bottlenecks is skilled la-
bour," .Two ways of eliminating bottlenecks in the supply of
factors of producticn are by importing those factors - the brain
‘drain, or by import

S aad R

iing tneir products - the case with the Spey.
;.- The military Spey is fundementally similar in design to c

the civil erigine but incorporates certain modifications to meet

the higl duty conditions of the military reting and to suit

the engir or instzllation in the Buccanser S. Mark 2 strike -
aircra sold to South Africa), the Phantom IT fighter for: i

the Royal Navy and the Hawker ciddeley Nimrod. Design of the
military Spey was begun in November 1960, The imitial military
contract covered development work and supply of prototype en-
gines, A quantity production order worth £ 7.9 million was made
by the Govermment in January 1962. The engine first flew in
May 1963,

-

)

At the end of 1966 the U.S. Air Forece concluded & contract
worth § 227 million of which Z 100 o028 to Rolls Royce, in
respect of 500 engines., In addition tc its development role,

Rolls Royce produces sbout half of the 2,600 parts of the engine
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in Britain and ships them to mmerica, where they are sssembled T
with parts made there by the Alliscon Division of General Motors. g
The first Anglo-U.S. Spey was completed at Allison's Indianapnlis T
plant in June 1968, & jor-General H.E, Goldsworthy, commander ™
of the USAF Aeronautical Systems Division, commented: "The TF-41 me
(American designation of the engine) programme is one of the mi
Alr Force's shortést in terms of the time allotted from design 3
to development and production. We see tremendous potential in C¢
the TF-4]1 ss a workhorse ensine with many future applications.M 12
The first UEAP Corseir with the Spey engine flew on September I
26th., In a post~flight announcement LIV ststed that engine prov-
ing would be accomplished in only 20 flightsy The USAF has made a
an initial order of 367 aircraft with delivery planned to begin &L
in 1969, . i
= . arl
In July 1968 the USH's Naval Air Systems Command awarded = ri
contract to Rolls Royce's collaborators, Beneral lotors? Allison ex
Division, for the development of the Spey to reise its thrust—to pa:
15000 1b. The contract is worth 2 8 million, of which Rolls Hoyce—. of
receive 30 per cent as principal sub-contractor. 4t the time the &
contract was announced the technical press here and in the U,5.A. ma,

recognized that if the development were successful, it would

open up the wey for substantizl sales of the uprated engine, =s
it would power the lavy's latest planned version of the Corsair,
the A-TE. TIn December it Was snnounced that an initisl produc-~ £
tion order (for 93 engines) had been made valued =t £ 35.7 million | il
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f which Rolls will receive a subsiantial shsre. Deliveries
of flight-test engines will start next March with production
engine deliveries beginning in August. It is said that the
production order will eventually be worth ¥ 100 million (about
250 engines) of which kolls Royce will get half,

This is the flesh znd form of the technology and the con-
tractual srrangements. Only when we penetrate to the entrsils
of the situation can we begin to generalize, to understand
fully what is happening. 1In doing this we immedizately discover
the. ineestuous relation between Br: .ish capitalism's complicity
- 1.the war and the role of the British govermnment, the coupling
of the sibl.rgs Capital and State.

First, .Govermment research leboratories have played a wvi-
val part in the development of Kolls Royce engines. S.L. Eragg,
chief scientist of holls Koyce Aero Engine Division has ackn -i-
ledged the importance of these lsboratories in industry's re-
search. He believes a reasonable work rstio to be roughly
3-to-1 hetween ltolls Hoyce as the only British aEro-engine ma--
nufacturer and tne ﬂetiun&l Ges Turbine Esteblisoment. Their
Joint efiort he has called 2 "unified nationszl programme" .
second, it was the British government in 1960 which placed the
original contract for the levelopment of the military engine,
and later in 1962 the fir¥t procuction order. The Spey was
reqguired for our own miligary Progremme. The profits on the
Spey, &snd this engine makes up the bulk of kKolls' sales at the
moment, are divided between the company and the goverrment., Cu
rrently the split in this (joint enterprise is 3-to-1 in Rolls!
favour; in the next phase it will be in the ratio l-to-3.
Third, the political support for the American invasion, reite
rated again and again by botn the Labour and Conservetive Govern
ments, 1s a fundamental and necessary condition for a sale
military equipment to the U.S.4A.. Correspondingly zny opposi-
tion shown to that conflict by the Government ~f the day would
consilitute an immediste and severe blow to our increasing pene
tration of the richest merket in the world, the U.5. military
Programme.

Support by the Stete for the development snd producticn nre
gremmes of the capitalist empires, both &t the netional lewvel -
énd at the internationsl level, each year becomes more essentic]
and increases in scele. This reduces the smount of privete
risk capital injected into development programmes, ensures the
existence of a secure msrket on which the progquct is sald -
particularly importent when the State is itself a major buyer
of technologically complex and advanced Products, and maintains
and sir_ngthens the political &l11- snces upon which sales to cur
ms jor export markets depend,

_ At the same time the State encourages the devel nrment of
industrial monoliths by take-overs and mergers, i* the belief
tﬁat the greater the size of & firm the higher +all be ites level
0f productivity. In this wey the firm can match the productivii
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of the other industrisl giants it faces on the domestic ang i1
international market. As & result of their take-over of Bristol VE
oidceley Engines Rolls Hoyce now have a complete monopoly of a]
British aero-engine menufacture. The aircraft industry Provides o)
an extreme case of these relations. The present privately cwned Wi
aircraft manufacturing companies are subsidised to the extent ar
of 70-80 per cent of their production, investment and researceh 1]
expendi tures, The Plowden report on the inoustry has set out Lat:
the position with clarity. "Since the Secong World War it hes tl
been Govermment policy to €ncourage the development of civi] s
aireraft in this country. Fromising asircraft znd SETO=-ENgines e
have been aided by Govermment finance when the manufacturers th
could not find all the money themselves or considerec the risks fo
too grezt to bear on their own. Whenever possible the Armed pa
forces have ordered derivatives of civil types to meet their EQ
needs for military transport." "The present situstion 18 domi- ag:
nated by the increasing dependence of the industry on Government 1L
decisions in both the military and civil fields. The militeary
programme has for many years been determined and paid for oy T
the Govermnment. The scope Tor independent initimtives on the pe
part of industrial mansgements is small, Ve

. . _ ol col

o0 these three relations, between British capitalism end bo

the British State, between the Bretish and the American States, Cot
and between British capitalism end <k Us.S.h. are strongly inter— Ame
acting and mutually reinforeing. With respect to the third re- The
lation we have here the Specific nexus between holls Hoyce and hie
General Motors in their lic ensing and Joint production agreements., it
More generally we ean point to the predominant rosition held by yez
the U.5. in the British aerospace industry's export market, In of

the period 1958-67 two thirds of the ¢ivil output of the indus-
try went to exports. Annual eXports in the two years 1966 and

1967 averasged more than £ 200 million of which elmost 30 per cent t?
went to the United States alone, E;G
e
Certainly Rolls Royce regard the American market as of the and
utmost importance, Their eniry into it is partly based on lower tia;
costs, E.M, Eltis, director of engineering of the pero Engine and
Division, says their rescarcn and development is between 2 snd relq
2% times cheaper than that of compareble American work., Rolls 1lini
noyce chief executive Sir Venning Fearson revealed in Havember new
196€ that the company had very nearly won multimillion pound or- can
ders to supply engines for the american F-111 swing-wing fighter. teck
This would have been in addition to the orders, by December Df,c
1968 totalling £ 185 million, from Lockheed Aircpass Corporation—-. blic
for the RB-211 engine to be installed in the Loeckheed Alrbus, 80
Fearson told members of the American Chamber of Commerce in Lon- nal
don that the groundwork for tne RB-21]1 order had been done Just QEON
after the war, when it was decided to concentrate on the United tant_
States aerg engine market. geve:
a ma
Until now I have been Content to interpret the situation. Or ac

The point, however, is to change- it. We must turn our_ philosophy
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to this end. Two broad cﬂurseg of action will be discusseas
interdiction and herassment. By interdiction is meant the Ire-
vention of these engines being used in United Ststes military
airereit., Apart from guerrilla acts of industrial sabotage,
one main course of sction is open to us: thet the people who
work in Kolls Royece refuse to produce the military engine or
any of its psrts for export to America and force the cancella-
tion of the licensing contract with the Allison Division of Ge-
neral Motors. Members of tlhie Viet-nam solidarity movement in
this country can, and should, immedistely make contact with the
workers, technicians and clerical staff of kolls loyce to ais-
cover what poscibility exists of suct action on their part. It
they did take such amction it would be a magnificent achievement
for the people of this country and the Rolls Royce workers in
particular, for it would be =n assertion of their power, the
power of the draughteman and the machin:st's eye end hand
against the foreign policy of the State. 4 profoundly humas-
nist, internationalist and revolutionary gesture of solioarity.

Is such a course of zction likely? 1In the immediate future
I believe it is not. PFirst the political understanding by most
people in this country of the Second Viet-namese Wsr is on a
very low level. As & result of the dominance of the channels of
communication, press, radio and television, by the liberal-
bourgenis establishment, most people think of the war as a distant
conflict fought between the Communists from the North and the
Americans over the ravaged body of the Viet-namese in the South.
[heir war, not a British war. It is for this reason that the
huge demonstretion of October 1968, ana those which Preceded
it, was composed overwhelmingly by young people, under say 30
years of £ge, in non-manusl oCupatlons and a very large number
of them students,

A second reascn for pessimism on industrial sction relates
to the division of lzbour, We have already glinpsed the institu-
tional division of labour in this case study, extending seross
the boundary between public and private sector, between nation
and nation. This is matched ang even multiplied by the oCCupa-—
tional division of labour, a long chain of inputs of physical
and intellectual skills, Moreover, st each link in the chain the
relevant task is but one of & large mmber of tasks comprising
links in other chains, The set of interlinking chains is the
new capitalist economy. (A similar diffusion of responsibility
can too easily arise in the soclialist countries, for Proauction
technologies are converging throughout the world; in their case,
of course, there is no institutional division of rivate and pu-
blic sector nor are there internsticnal cnmpanieag. What relstion

is my work to the Viet-nam war if as a mathematician at & natio-
nal research establishment | solve certain problems on ges Ilows
around the blades of a compressor? What relation if as an Assis-
ant Secretary in a govermment Ministry I recommend approval of
developmentsal funding of a military engine? What relation if as
a4 machine-worker T produce half-a-dozen pieces of thet engine?

Or as a-salesman who sells 1t? An engineer who installs ITT A
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for use sgainst Asian peagsents ind workers, Ecrrht Tae same

time the U.K. Govermment in the period 1967-70 will have }&ken :
delivery of U.S. military aircraft (66 dercules and 170 Fhantoms)
swelling our short-term debts o the ;.b._Expo:t import Bank by
at lesst £ 370 million for repayment in 1966-76.

S0 the question of complicity and opposition to it can only
be fully understood in the context oI the location of power
within the industry. Alongside this discussion must be set
other forms pf aCtivity, initielly taking place outside thg_
tirm, which will politicize the production process, _Ipterdlc*
tion can begin only if it is preceded by a process of harassment
which thrauéh aCtion and analysis adds to the apparﬁn@;y po¥i-
tically neutrsl work of Procucing engine psrts a new dimension,
which through enalysis and action ercstes political ﬂonsclupsf
ness around a technology =nd the System on which it is founded.
Small victories must Precede big victories.

We now turn to harassment. By this we mean a whole number
of disparate actions, almost gll of whieh 1in themselves are mere-
ly irritant. It inciudes letters to the press, public meetings,
wall posters, leafleting, filibusters at Lie company's anmusl
genersl meeting, picketing, and msrches, An excellent innova-
tion at colleges znd wiiversities would be for hundreds of stu-
dents to request interviews with Rolls noyce recruiting tesms
when they arrive Seeking out ‘Promising young men' and crosg-
examining the interviewers on the company®s complicity, But
first we must recognize that with respect to the slogan: “"End
the Labour Govermment's complicity in the war" the tidal bore
of solicarity with the NIF in this country, running fiercely
g8ince the Autumn of 1967, has proved to be entirely impotent,

In this very period Rolls Royce have completed the development
of the Spey for the U.S. Airp Foree and secured development and
Supply contracts for the 1.S. lavy. 1In other ways the Solideri-

ty movement, and the Viet-nam Solidarity Campaign in Particulsar,
has achieved some remarkzble victories: in demonstratlng solida-
ity on a massive gcale, in politlcising young people on the
issue of Viet-nam and contemporary imperi alism, and in contribu-
ting to the climate of militant protest and action which surely
has helped create toe increasingly insistent demand for student
power in this country.

owever, no major victory has been won irm tringing to an
end Britain's involvement in the war end in particular the three
major strands of complicity: political fuprort for the American
invasion, repeated Constently in speeolies by the Prime Ministep
and members of the Cabinet; financisml Support through our role
in constructing the international liquid.ty arrangements which
protect the deollay against balance of payments deficits caused,
in part, by U.5. policy in South-East Asiza; materizl and inte-
llectusl Support through the supply of military and Quasi-military
equipment, such as novercraft and defoliants, and by the U.5. pN
Department of Defence contracts made with British universities
for research, GCiven the structursal reasons for these three
strands of complicity, the increasing nolitical sConomic and
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chi
Strategic incorporstion of Britzin into the Emﬁri?an sphere of ca
power, no major vietory can be won in ending cur involvement ?P'
itfl,l;—:::‘éz LilEe }-:-:J'EEJC:LFEI'IT bese of the 'u_fi-'z —1151.1,.'1 St}l.l.ﬂarl'ﬂjf Hrlc‘l.-"emenF rLf].
is extended beyond its Present boundaries into the wgrklng peocple FJ
of the cowrtry in all the aiversity of their occupations and ani

unless the linkages between solidarity and thElpclitlﬂhlxuﬂhlyElS

and perspective of the Left is m:dalclaar._ Th;s_can betuqn&

by making explicit the degree cznd kind of ﬁr;tlsh compllchy 3
and whar_explain& it, both to ocurselves in the movement and D0
those outside it; by immedistely seeking the support of the
tabour movement in this country; by a process of harassment.
which puts its hand out to the pPeople directly and refuses to
allow the imsage of militant solidarity to be transmitted alone
by the distorting mirrors of mrdern communications,

ra =
L] .

In conclusion I repect Lhntllrreiutable EViQEnpe_new
exista that the Rolls Hoyce Spey is to power the Corsair II

light attack and taectiecsl Tighter-brmber of the United States 4.
Navy and Air Force. Within a few months we shall be a@l& o 5
sayl we moke the engine which powers the plane which drops the E
vombs which maim the neople of Viet-nam., Ain attempt Wwas made .
t0 generalise from This Specilic cBse of :Gmpllcgty ~ &and many,  ox
many otaer such cases exist. It wes Soown that the British go-

vernment is crucially involved, in that nztional laboraztories S
nave carried out important research used by Rolls Royce in the

design of their engines; in that a coveroment Ministry placed 9.
the initial conirects for the development and Production of the

engine; and in that sales to the richest market in the world,

the 1.8. militzry Programme, reguire government Jupport for U.5s.

foreign poliey. The support of the State for Eritish capitalism 10.
lncreases in scale to reduce private risk capital injected 5 1% 0

into develonpment Programmes, to provide = Secure market for com-
plex technical Products and to seCure the political alliances on
which the penetrstion of our mejor export merkets depend, The
three relations between the British and the American states,
between the State and Capital in Britain, and between British
Capital and the U.S.A. are strongly interzeting and mutuglly re-
inforcing.

Iwo courses were €Xamined to end this case orf complicity.
The first was interdiction, by the industriszl aCtion of Holls
fioyce workers., This would he 2 great victory of the working
People sgainst the foreign policy of the oteate, Lowever, it
Seems unlikely to neppen in the immediate ivtiure, Thisg is be
cause of the low level of politicel consciousness an "Jif;t-namP
the rejection of Teésponsibility whieh the division of labour can
induce, and the Teauction it would entail for the real wages of
the workers concerned. The second option was harasament“hy
means of a whole series of individuelly irritunt actions, The
victories of nNarassment until now lave been to show massive BS:H“HM\
1;darity_with the Hational Liberation Front &nd to help politi-
clze & whole generation, Put the Sﬂliﬂhritj novement has proved
impotent in halting increasing British complicity in the war.

, Indeed such a Vietory would be inconsistent with the major




ntry's history in the past two de=-
conomic incorporation in the Ameriean
Ctories will only be won by extending
movement into the working peeple and
issue with a more profeund analysis
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NVOLVING {THE WOMKING CLASS.

The repetition of the phrase 'we must reach the working clasi

by r&veln1L%;arﬁ groups, including V.S.C., has failed to put for-

ward any
brou:Ht about. We are therefore left with the reality that the

L_A.arw 0 Emw this desirable state of affairs can be

Trategy advocated is vocation of the workers, a magical as-
f1+-rr of the PHLI’EII.LF of this state of affairs, so that

i:.rnrdafn{ often enough, it must happen.

What follows is an atvempt to-start 2 discussion about. pos——
sible-stretegies, which Ley net- succeed_at this-conjuncture (due
Lo wealness-of V.S5.C., end of war, ete.) but should define the

- &tructure . of. possihle strategies, l.€., begin theoretical—under--

The—diffusian_of responsipility and thus its abdication sre .

by specialisetion of .labour - "I was only
doitng my job*. The. eﬂrr1aﬁh¢uu implieit in such specialisation
18 never collective because the aims_of -each are individuzl,

4= "] 5

Lhe goal oFf the cooperative-effort is never a shared goal. This—

is the essential. centradiction of capitalism ~ between social
prodvetion-and the antagonistic relatiors between _producers
(8bove _all between_owners ~f cs pl‘l?c..l and-owners. of labour puser)

In mpdern r~wrtaL;Jm, the increasingly technological and

dpanagerial nature of rqﬂwnx*gg, 115 domination by large and
diversified rDr*Jrﬂtlﬂﬂu, the interpunetration of State and

private capital, and the €8sential part rl=3+d by educational.
cultural and social commodity production (the unixversity as
knowledge facmcrv the mass media as an itealogical commodityr,
the welfare state +o. Xeep the nDl;Lf“'fLﬂCTl}ﬁJIg: the need fo
LMesa consummtion to use the Lﬂdlﬁ.a and, ILc*uasLng Procucts r-)
the corporations)- all this intensifies the contreaiction, The
traditione] al4 nutJmD ¢ the-worker irnﬂ his -product, uLﬂCH~hL
plays no part in its-creati on, but only in an element of th
final ffftlfu, ner in ovdJr.ll ng--the nature of Productiom, uLl
extends into his privete life, h.; numsn self becomes a llhk in
the chain-production Gw_uumrLlﬂu in noither of which-does he
have chnice,

Now the political consciousness of all this fﬂ the warker

18 checked by the nature of his entry into productive life., M.

he-appesrs as s ELllLI af Jshour -PaWer, not as a human heing
(with deaires, Cfivices, ete,) and thus he struggles with the enm
Ployer-not-for Political reasscns bt over wsges - and- this  sectisa
ally—for-his own Tactory or even section. algnLilcanIly, contem-
p;rarijag&-ftru;gle;-:aye intensified this Sectionalism, for =
eat deal of it is over productivity, bonuses, bP“ﬁl&l raLes,
énd s¢lls conditions (orderir ing.-of w.r} measured day work, time -
rates, ete,) for cash. Further, 90% of strikes are Jﬂﬂfllulﬂl
and.thus the most nilitant workers are the most-sectipnal, ang
the shop °1t"““Lq instead of Speacing for the workers, as 'a
meuthpiece-of ;ne mass hssemblé, comes 10 negotiate on their
behalf, i e, to be a trade unien cfficial pure and gimple,
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the palitical consciousness required for

In this setting,. the _ i \

blacking work for Viet-nem is mzde impossible. Jor there can be
(=1 ) e o T S - < L d : ! = i 2 B X .

no positive alternative, it is an idealistic and gratuitous
'strike' &nd further since the work can be diverted to another
country, ineffective,

oWt supposing it is linked with the question of why produc-

i = o . ’

tion of &n

gystem oI soci

& Worker-controlled

building of =
changing of

(controlling

objeetive in t

movement.

sero-engine

1or a U.5. plane, what does i 0, wWhet
ancs this? The implication is; what woula
iciety produce and why? We then have the
ol workers as the mein aim, i.e., the
self-image from passive (ordered) to sctive
t the blacking of work, e reflection of an
he strategy of an external (even if sociglist)

= s Fot
?.1_-,‘_( L &

Fractically, the 8teps are:

1) education of the

01 compliecity

ot ]
of imperialism (leaflets, discuss

2) harassmert

board meetings, head

control chain

3) elaboration by
collective

methods,

C.) in the complex relations
Hoyce to the whole systenm
ns, meetings);

- TNhe ‘reletion

by workers and V.
oifice, exp
of command, ehe s

ggainst individual directors,
ure of profits, inefiiciency,

workers of concept of alternative working
discussion of production and productivity,

abolition of irksome reguletions, improving conditions, changes
in pay structure empnasising collective demands andg decreasing

differentialn

Replacement of

gement as fune
crders, - This
workers are co
tatives?.

4) Discussion
tion programme
5) Links betwe
To universitic
discussion.

6) Finally the
ment which com
with action in
apserts by att
of the

buman, who cnooses OVET

concept of management as nierarchy by mans-

tional - coordinating production - ang not giving
overcomes the rroblem of 'participation' where

-opted into = mansgeriel structure as 'represen~

01 alternztive products for factory - civil
s public transport, etc.

Evia-
€n workers in different factories and industries,
8y Tesearch Geépariments, ete., to develop this

blacking of work would be part of = EEnersl move-
bines action in their OWwn interests by workers,

the gemeral - anti-imperielist - interest and
acking, and not being defensive, the Superiority
the machine, over technology.

=R,
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Lhe Swedish N.l.F, Groups

The movement in Sweden for support of the Vietnamese people is called
the United NLF groups. It is a union of groups, from sbout 60 places
all over “Swaden, which support the NLF snd work for it politically.

In order to become mermbers of the urddn the different groups have to
support three slogms: "US4i out of Vietnmm," "Suoport the Vietnemese
recple on their own conditions", "Fitht US Twmper:slism”, (it the start
of the movement, from 1965 to 1967, support for the third slogen wes not
f requirvement for merbership, sz som of the Eroups were workim on a
humenitarien bagis,) The groups were strried in Stockholfh in 1965, =nd
concentrated on mekins people conscious of +he frou thet the NLF wag the
resl representetive of the Vietnmess pecvlies They orgenised propsgende
egeinst the news-medin, which inverisbly supported the Pregenice in
Vietnem of US. troops, J4fter sbout = year the gitate run TV snd redio,
end the independent newspapers, strrted uging the word NLF instend of
Vieteong,

The movement grew repidly, Meny members of the Swedaish Cempeign for
Nuclerr Disarmement hed begun to reslise thet their idesz were bound to
leed nowhere =2nd joined the HLF groups. 4t that 4dme nc politierl perty
supported the movement, slthough meLy of its most acliive members wore,
end still sre, socielists, To-day there are nbout 3000 members, the
nejority of whom take en eetive rert in the work, Th 1955 the first
"Wistnem Bulletin" was mimeogzraphed, but the folluw g JeEEr & gecond-
herd printing press wes acquired send the bulletin now hep = ~irculetion
of sbout 60,000. It conteins articles on verious aspects of the
Vietnamese struggle, reports from Leos and Cembodia, end erelyseg of

US imperislism, Bleck Power eto, Every Saturdsy the growgs sell bulle-
tins and collect momey in the busiest perts of theiv home-towmo., In the
biz ecities this goes on every dsy. The mein purpose, howevei, has & WEYS
been to it in touch with people, trlk to them and explain wy they too
ouzht te support the NLF, Often e grest muober o reopla group sround
these discussions =nd teke pert. (The movemert membere Are easily recog-
nised by their NLF bedges with the text, "With the NLF fur tle people of
Vietnam"). .is the movement has grown stronger it has also become more
militent, It hes slways regrrded the war egednst the Vietnamese meorls
88 being a consequence of the cepitalist system, end nou e£3 & moieke on
the pert of the US government. Tt hes elweys poimted out thet the
Swedish government is reny ways supports US imperirlism. Swedish com=
Penies, for exsmple, sre not Prevented from buildirg roads Tor miditery
use in Thailend. Purthermore, the povermmert hoge g2ren loene to support
the doller, ard it is careful not to lot the representetives of the US
government in Sweden become eware of the deep opposition of the great
mejority of the Swedish people (according to the polls B0%) to the wer
in Vietnen.

IThe NLF sroupe have demsnded the recognition of Henoi sné the ireesing
down of diplometic relstions with the US government., They find it shsurd
thet the Govermment allows US deserters into the counkry, then more or
less drives them out by refusing them political rsyliaa, wnich is slweys
Ziven to refuzecs from Bast Buaropesn countyics, Inm addition, the living
conditions of dessrters is unbesrable, When the prossuree on the
governmert became too strong it snnounced a Vic nam rovewest of its owns
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hends oubt expensive

he eeded by the well=
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3 +"€ me ".'a,rﬂ of ths
and not because of

hicl its J__'-Lu"posl:-} Lo
apent most of
groups, such

e throwing of sxse st
: it most strongly n;pugna the

m the /th sniverssry of the NLF on 20th December

its time denoun -"_11-

asg |1c- '|“U."r‘1'f

stiona of

H 1y vemiitted tho denons J‘GI'T.L'J.L.}H to follow e route
ta, This P courar th smonstretors did not accept
d with brutality by the police, Soms people were
taken to I'C o

w#f'ter th

Aresmi o A e
wilE GVvents in

outsgide th

bir demonstretion wes held
J‘-Jl'""_'i_u I to ghop it Ths
pecple in Swadsn, of oo rase, welcored this sxpension of the

| oong 4 1 igsi -Jne., US embessy st ths

8th enniversear aber l 68 wes grented. This
demonstration -*"1' memifegtations so far, collee=-
ting sbout 5 the glogens: US4 OUT OF VIRTNM,
SUFFORT THE 1 JUST STRUGGLE, FIGHT US,

IMEERT LIS,

ooviat

uritten by five Swedish comradss visiting London,

o

Trades

Members cttentica o ' s ma includsed in
thig issua. Mlirke these out ac n pnd gend them 1 VaG is

Branches sre reminded of %h fineneisl rppesl senmt to them in December )

Lleo, any donetions from effiliste d orgenisstions - the 1If., Eeat
Selford Lebour Perty, INZV. c*c., heve rlroedy pitched in - would be
truly welcome,




LHE FUNDAMET AL WUESTICN SEFORE V.S.C,

Pat Jordsan.
B L

J.B.8-Haldene once s aid thet everything hes a history and, furthermore 4
thet one could only understand things by studyin. their history. That
comment, in my opinion, is especially goplicable teo VSO, The Fresent
debate -about the future of VSC will be very restricted unless it tekeg =
Look at how VSC had evolved,

1iflusnce. TFor a long time the problem with VSC wes to get people intereg-
ted enough'to think that the orgenisation had eny future. T came to London
Frem Nottinghem in J enuery, 1966, especislly to work on forming VSC. The
first tesk was to conduct Propegendsa &nd educetionsl work +o explain the
idea of solidarity. We set up & little committes called the Freparatory

The first thing to note is the rhenamensl growth of VaC both in mumbers =g

committee for a Vietneam sclidarity campeign, Tt was & herd slog to even get

encugh people together to hold Froper metings. 4s for our public ectivity
I well remember one film show thet Ernie Tate and I orgamised: we had mn
sidience of one (if one does mot count the projéctionist); morescver, that
one member of the audience was one lMenu Lienchanda !
During the 1966 general election canpaign we worked like hell +o organise
a public meeting, The me eting hed g galsxy of spe akers, but after thou-
smds of leaflets had been distributed end pounds spent on edvertising
there was.an atterhnce of 80, At our founding eanference, after 5 months
of campeaigning, we meneged to assembls gbout 200, delegates and individual
members - 78 of whom walked out to form the i:ri't;ﬂrjﬂ}?%_iiﬂarity Front, s
Tor the attitude of other orgenisstions towerds us, this is besgt
illustrated by the fect that the firast time T gave out leaflets on a YCND
dommmstretion T was Fhysicelly attacked®, Our first demonstration weas
considered to be a great success when we mangged to 2t between BOO m 4
1,000 to march to the Labour Farty's hesdquerters rrotesting against
British complicity and especially the fact thet NLF spokesmen were not
allowed into the country.

L recitstion of these, ferts is net, of course, a complete history of the
V3C, but 2ll this needs to be said otherwise we shall not 2t the V3C
future debete in correct perspective, The growth of an orgemisetion from
these modest beginnings, ggeinst all kinds of Yroblems (the split with +he
BVSF, the walk out of +he SLL, sevage sttacke from other orgsnisstiona,
and the ending of BREF support, ) o one witich cen initiate the mobiliging
of 100,000 people on = very militant programme is reslly extraordinery.
There has teen nothing like this in recent British politics. To COMpD are
it with the growth of the CND is misleading in the sxtreme: thet organi-
sgbion hed the support of virtually the whole of +he established Left from
the beginning (the P being a latecomer. )

bl

Of course, the prime fector in this Process hes been the eontimiing

-;_f_:_‘f_:,__g 1s not sn dremstic as it soundas: sctually 2 young lady YOND
activist hit me around the head with her hendbag because I would not stop
digtributing V3¢ leaflats, When this hed no effect she burst into tesrs,
sobbing that I had spoilt months of hard work with Christisns ard liberels,
I felt very gorry for her., YOND Bs @ group, of course, would conderm her
behaviour,




vsurlstion of the Vietnra wir cnd the hsroic registonee of the Victnmese
oplc. This is exdonctie. But this is by no mems o corplote cxplmastion,
tn feet thove sre othor orgenisctions which toke the solidarity line which

heve noh revizom siniler suncesas. The Brikish Vietnom Committee is one

such exemplp, This oreanisntion does wvery wvelushble work and has strong

connecviong with the trade union movemert « It hes exigted sinece the deays
whan ths 7 2

letngosge wexw fighting the French, It distributes & very well-
Produced montd tin. The main difference between it end the VSO lies

th Ly
4

purely in ils m e E il o,

CHSE = RF

O &

Poiienda  end educstionel work to mass mobilis=
vd hoc type committee, It used the method of

itten (that is, agreemsrt to work tosether on a
b without insisting on complete progremmatic
“hotode 2% sousht meobership end affilistions to

the V5C which coamprises two simple propos-
ter of the wer in Vietnam is one of Anerican
courtsy;  and (2) thet under these cireuastsnces
socielists, progressives, ete. is to work for the
et rictory of the meti-zal liberation forcos, T dic NOT demend that merbers orr
: affiliatez of W0C should sumport ove: ¥y twist sand turn of Vietnamese diplomacy;

airesslon 8-

=

the responsi

. it aid NCU cemend theb those wishing to work within VSC comnit themselves to
i 1 = - i (o 1 - . *
& telimita vZow of tha elam nature of North Vietnan and the NLF; and it did

b
not dinsist £l Lo covld Lot be active in VSC unless one had a particuler
b enalysis of Briticl seoisty,

_ Thet ia the ailierence between VSC and those cther organisations and I gubmit
fis that this 28 the resaon for its fantastic succsgs.

1o mz “het thege principles zre now being queastisned by some

Lere eoey 1t geens, three differences being posed in VSC which

3 cenlerence will have 4= res-lve: s

ey V85 ahould remein a single-issue cempsign or not;

gyt - | v botilimeticng wll be brommised on, the ed hoc besis or not:
aeffilietion o V&U should continue or not,.

~ Treb question it is hardly necess ary to add anything to what Dmmie
' B S8 Wriltten on this subject except to draw attention to & terrible

wamning, Thess comr ades who would liks to 8ee a general purpose "instant
A

Pootest" crgenicetion should consider the experience of the Jommittee of

Thay should - naider the experience of thuse branches of VSC which hed
lved thie wey. It ie impossible o paintein such an orgenisstion unless

g hes a clesr programme ond snelyais of British society.
e _second point, apert from what hss been written gbove, it meeds to be
ald thet comradss 2 really arguing that VS0 should adopt the sectarian
I. posture of some of the left groups by putting this forwerd, They are saying

in effect thet d ergenisations should be given the alternabive of
ecceplting our progremue and alogans or they carmot help to organise mobil-
isations with us. The experience of orgenisstions like the 311 should be

P o+

werring encuth . F where this takes ons. The argunent that we can = rely
sppeel Lo the rankc and file of ther orgerdsations to join in is a repetition

| of the Commmmigt Party “third reriod' theory of the united front from below.
Tt is not possible 4o by-pess existing orgenisstions. Our policy should be

k- that of trying %o win all «rganisations on the left to the solidarity position,

En the third point, the proposition to end affiliation comes &t the worst
pPossible .ime, The huze suceess f October 27th should giwe us the possi-
bility of wimming widssoyesnd trade union support. The obvious way to do




thig is to get lorge-sesle effilirtion fram trade union brenches, ete,
= : e ; ¥
This iz both highly desirablas snd emdinently Possible in the ogt=Uotober 27th
S S ST E
reriod. Instead, the edvocetes of the ending of the ad hoo style of

working end af effilistion to Vo would like ug to tell trade unionisgts thet EE
the only wegy they cen take part in V30 or itg activities isg by Jjoining, ¥a
One argument which has Cotie up is thet VSC hag not Srown as mich s it :‘i
should have done during the o aMPalin for October 27th. Thig 45 true, but it in
does not follew that the Teason for this is the existence of ad hoe af
committees or affilistion. One speciel Peotor wes the illness of the vi
secretary of the VSC who hed £0 give up the Fest owing to g Very peinful -
back compleint, bub probably more impartant was the way the decision-making 1t
Dachinery evolwed in the ed hoc committee, we should be much Hors or
decisive in fidure activities, Deroeracy doss nat lie in giving Peorle in
| 8cope to hear endless Ergument between verious Ertups = it lieg in enebling = ¥4
- recple to do the things they want to in the most effective wem .- ah
L Dosed three questions facing us; they rzally resolve themselves imto i
ohe. Ig the Irincipsl ain of V3C to e5sigt the Vietnamsse revelution in Iy
defoating mericen imperialigy ar is its sim thet of regrouping the %o
- Britigh left? 411 the differcices on these three questions flow from are
different enswers +o the gbow, question. Those who went +o uorn the Vs - :1
into g completely men bership Lody which orgeMigcyg ita own ectivities iEi
independently of 211 other “rgenisetions are, in Sssence, calling for VO e
to become the precursor of & now party, any ettempt o Eet the V3C to r:+
teke up other issuss, estecislly domestic, 1o ads 8long this path g well, t;_;
I would net deny that there ig & need for such an orgamisation. But it £
would be the Wroni weay to launeh it, end tryins to uge V3C for—+thig BETVing .;;J
would demage VSC's role in assigbing the Vietnemage revolution, ILet thoge thﬁ
who went such en OrZenisation put forward. g roposition for a conferenns o pan}
to lautich it, together with Propossels for itg Erograme and organis ation,
It is likely thet a miber of orgeniasti ons supporting VSC would eventual 1y The
Suppors such s venture. The fundamental question before VSO is whether ;
or not it should sontimus to keep support for the Vietnemese people in :::m
their struggic againgt US agmression 88 its sole aim, It is tc be hoped ~-?i
that the coming VSC conferance will core ot overwhalmingly for thig, . S’Eﬂ
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.Shoul? V,5.C. Zuppert the linrch 16th London Air-pert 'ighilization ?
by Erneat Tate

i SRR . i 3 =3 e SR L._.‘.._._._.l

The Paris “peace™ talks 'roj on. [Tixon has just oppointed Cabet Ledpe
to attend, an action idely accepted ns representing n touchening of his
attituce, The'British press ond other mass media zive very little~attention
to Vietnam ( except vhen semethins dramntic happens lile the nsanssinntion
of" the Food ifinister) so people in Britain coul? be excused Tor thinkine
the var had slowed to, a.halt. Hovever, the uar still gées en: the dmoricans
in the last month announced tiwe neov offcusivos, involving tene of thousands
of their troops an! our Viastmarose Iriends have dravm atterddon te numerous
violation -of the "bombi- « hrlt, : :

i "

It necds snying time and time again that nov is the time to intensify our sff-
orts on behalf of tho Victnamose, rather than rolaxing thenm, particularly
in this period vhen the dmericans appear to be rostructurineetheir peliciss

te nchieve their endas. ¥et somo of those +/ho have boon most onthusinstic

about national mass actions, nov conns2l coution for the results of a
discussion about V.5.C.'s nine -before adoptine nev plans,

But events vill not vnit., Plans are already well undoray for vhat could well
be one of the most Jramntic. ond effective action in this country, a campairn
against British camplicity in the vwar vhich will hirh-light the peraistent
refusal by the LaY%our Governront to nllow ropresentatives of the Vietnamose
into Britain. It is proposed that 'lareh he o nonth of action on Vietnan,
vith o high-point being 'arch 16th vhon there 1ill bo a mass mobllication

at London Adrport to welcome the Vistnamcse inko the country, It is onvisaced
that there i1l be a mnas rally later vhere they vill speak, Fer the purposes
of the campaipgn, the March liobilizntion Coammittoe has been constituted. It
roprescnts mony of the organisations vho participates] in tho proparations for
the October 27th Jemonstration, but thore ars =till those vho have yot to
tieke up - their ninds, : :

The preparatiens for the now project, instead of beinz preetoed vith onthus-
iasiam by the mejority of the Vi€ workine comittdo, 10ke’ fint by an, unéBhrncte
2ristic colmoss. 1hon o rosolution ~oved by nyself ms put te tho working
cammittoe which would how: hn” the V...C. initinte the tiareh nction ( writton

"if 1ine vith nationnl couneil policy) it vma fdofoated by 8 - 4, tho majority

itsolf having boon n minority at tho previous national council, Tho majority
propesed thon a noiv rosolution vhich ineluded oany of the points an? line of
the defoatod rosclution, but vhich onitted any rention ofva dato for o notionnl
action, and instoad apolo of sowthing talkine place M™in the spring®,

L1thoush the arrucnients aghinst the propess? national netion in =arch cantored
aroun” the date, it beeame vory clonr thnt thoso vho usre Upposed, uero foinz so
mainly boeause tho oucstion of mass mobilizAtions vith thom hod bocome soncthing
in tho nature of 2 prinecipls,

Tho objection to the date L ropard as a stray man just to obsciro the dizcussion
==" whon it-wvas suspestad that a better fate beo posed, this vms rejected. Those
in favour of the ‘larch netion arrucd that the suitability of the date wna bagsed
upon tho ngeds of tho Vietnamcse vho have nppealad for national actions on or
around this particular tire, this boins the dnte vhen Amoriecan armay personncl
wore introduced in larso nubors into the var, Bosides, the Jate suitod V.S.C.'s
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—nrch 16th Action; pont:
noeds tog =—-thore ins sufficient tiro to proparc the action, it did not

1

conflict with the Bestor setivities of ColleDe om! 1% vas at the ond of ternm
for universitics, After Eastor-is cxan time vhieh ties up stwloents. To not
0. alcad nov meant in offcet to have no nnas nction - at 211, or sonotire next
Wtum, 1hat is not fully un’eratoo’ is that this policy of proernstination
sncance®s VeE,.0.%s existones —— it can possibly loss tho volunbls ground it
hns von over tho paat YoRT, '

—

i
5

It is also arcuct ot tho sar e tire that v.3,C, shoul? have nothing to do

Ath af-hoc comnittecs rmd local verl b7 VeS.C. zroups :IN not scon in conjunct
ion 3ith notional ':cticns, hut in opposition to thor Ilo cne could possibly
be oppospd to loeal activitics snd tho bullding of u,r“,_f,', brenches, but thore

i1d sifTieicnt evilenco to prove that v.3,.0, ‘:r-':-_f:_"'-r-- arg stinilatod by nationd :
- “ravtioni.  Cen anyono arcus that i+ vns not Octobor 72, larch 17th and Qetobor ;

7Teh vhich pub V,5.C, on the rap 7# .
The arpoenonts asninat tho tareh 16th action display s trepondous blindneas,
_ both to tho limitotions inkoront in o Velels typc of orzanizntion =- vhore
A it “enon”s mininun preqgranmntie arrcemeat aad cordtront frao 1ts nenbers —-
end to the troncnd cxls potentinl V,-.C, has fop bpuilding mnss action te holp
locel =roups, T.’-J.:.r;; is glase a certaln political naivetq, Critoris is beings
ascd fo :‘-;‘iil'_l"-‘. Ca '11'1 should be rioro progerly applic to a pelitical

(T T = T .

porbye In o uic}r_, they tend fo sco V,0.C. 43 an and in itsclf and not as
n moans to ho lp ond t"’ rl tnan vnr, " hat is yorsc, thors is an insiastonco

that ‘any pational m 11014: 41l only have importance if thoss vho Como
out bave boen firstd mzt o tE ore chansed by that com r'“t" This is suprom
idealist in mothodl —— thiv :Ln.-.':; that first v.2.C, hes to chiange pdopls’
thinkins about the vhr before o involveo then in nnas nction. By this eritoris
tho :.1:.33 actions vhich bave crupted throurhout history have beon moanin-less.
in content ] This is puttine thoe cart beforc the horss -- nass nctions are
ons vay of chansine consciousnoss, 1f this dppronch is adopted by V.2.0. it
wvont bo loom heforo V.o.Cs foconorstes into the norolistic and individual tok-
cnispcof the nov (ofunet Coordttoo of 100,
i =

It vould bo a trarsdy if n conservative verking comnitten _hljorlt, -
gtood in-tho vay of VetoO.'a intervontion in a very irportant action. Events
'ill net stand still" — thore ia n erying neod for such activi tios,., VaS8.0.

petviists nround the country nrc 1*'1'1r1 vhen the pnext action ig - evoryons
sopsoes that the o are approachin« an ,,m-::nr"”\t new phasc in our earpaisn +}
on bohalf of the Viotnarosc, I-J is %06 bo hopod tluT armucnents for havine

U EBEEEH O e

=]

o long ddscussion on tho form end dato of the nationn 11 action 1411 Yo soon we
as argucnenta for sitting back vhen tho Vietnariose nced our support ngro o6

than ever, JAlrealy tndividual V.S.B, bBranchos are s pporting tho carpaimm ——
but Vei«Cwe bronches around tho country shoul be thinking of findines unys
to help malo [arch 16th ~n unforrottatle ovent, |

It is verthvile locking “ﬂc‘: ot anothor st=llsr “‘11:}11..tr‘tmn in vhieh v,.3.C. ch
vas involwed == tho Ll.lJ t- lenonstration orsanizaed nainly by the Y.g. L. ia
I = ; ithout any preot b .,. e rove its .ﬂp‘.mrt to. tho (deoor 'awqtim cvon
though the prosracno ﬂ" s Activity 'ms not consistont vith V.5.C.'s, Is it It
possible that Octobeg 77 rth 1,4!,_3 too r-,u::l- ef a strain 7 . gor
:
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WEAT -NEXT?

(Thiz ies a brecis of a discussion dooument produced by some members
ef Camden VSC)

The prediction thet without = susteined campaign a demone
stration will fail +o buila VSC adeaustely hag proved true,
Ooiober 27tk showed that there wag a possibility of involving
large munters of people into Vietnam activity, yet the potentiel
has not baen realized., T+ is net too late to retrieve thig
situation. This can be done if the denision of the Natlonal
Council (November 10)

'} to initiate a political campaign, amd the
proposals of the Working Commd ttee (Dec. 5) are implemented,

The Workirng Commitiee proposed that: "VSC initiate a campaign
natiorally, Ehrough the logal orgenizations of the movenent,

on Britisk compliciiy in the wor, In this campaign the exclusion
the MLF and TRV Teprascntatives is to be the focal point. We
gee tho culmination of this campaign 23 2 mags action, brt-pogt—
pone speelfic decieiona on this action until the campaign has
taken root loca nass action would ineclude demands on the
Government to accord full diplomatic status to the NLF, by a
date to be specified later, and nmass demonstrationg =t alrports
to weleoome Tenrosenistives, or any other action when thig ig
felt 4o be appropriate.n

o
Hy

The reason for choosing a canpaign over the statis of the
HLF ig 4wofold. Internally. it enables usg to oxpogo Britigh
complicity by showing %ket %o refuge vigas to the NLP whilst
recognizing Saigon (and allowing them an Enbassy here) ig in
fact taking sides. It allows us to explain who the NLF aro and
how they forced the 1.5, to Eive them de fecto recogni tion,
Extornally, thisg campaign would give diplomatic aid to the RLP
at a time whon the Paria negotiations have becone a foeal point
£ » gt Ta: &
of the struggls ]
In the past, work on getting NLF representntives into the
country has consicted cf support for particular visa applieations
followed by pretesta at rofugal, Such canpaigna are based on tho
political conccpt of "frea W ouceh™-and putting pressure on tha
Govarnoont o do somothing, But this is a no win stratogy. Since
Poople alrcady understand "froeo speoch!" they learn nothing fron
the campaign. And since tho final decision reosts with the Govern—
nent (grant or rofuse a viga), we can not win., If viaa iz refugoed
-1

we can only start agai=; if granted, it is only for a speeifig
occasion, the Govornmont's inperialist role is astill hidden and
we will heve nothing to cenplain of, SR ——

Therofore our caempaign must be to astablish tha legitimagy
of the NLF in tho cycs of the British neoplo. Wo are then saying
the peopla arg soversign, not tho Gevernmont, The recple should
foel golidarity with the NLF and thus support ocur ections which
challenge the Government. Inm this cnse, when a particular roquest
is made; such as for vigas, it will be. scon against the back-
ground of this sitruggle ovoer idecas and not zs a thing in itselr,
If successaful, it will anabln us to go on to othor eapeois of
conplicity.

e >




Y pelitical campsism should teach us how to orcanisc, how to
ttw mzss of the populatitn,; snd how to use direct sction,

nstrations, not rg A Protest or to lef steam, buf gg
lehh develops power, with clear cbieet 1

The most important P
act. If we want to pet
We mst carry out sueccas that we can
achisve victories 5y and v ves in situations where
we can interact-with ptCTlE— that is, take part in an interchange
of ¥ens,

£et people to
do two things,

such a campaipn? It would not be g
m ths grestive nitiative of V.8.0.
© are orgsnised. Nevertheless it ig

real’ anmp ais
branches gnﬂ_fhe

possible to sugges ct vhich, 1 together, could
change’ pedple; actions which involve new people snd simultan-
eously beach us how to involve riore psople,

1) 4 leaflet oFpressine support for the N.L.F. because thay are
Fighting our common enery- the 1.3, and British ruling class. We

want full recognitiom of the ¥.L.F. snd D.R.V. Their spokesman
should be allowed to speak to us. The Government is guilty of
complieity in the war. e should try to involve other looal groups
and individuale in thia. Follow-up leaflsts could Fresent jhe
programme of the N.L.F., history of the war, facte on British
complicity, etc.

2) Wall posters to be used in associstion with the leaflets—
pur. aps featuring Madame Binh, deputy leader of the N«l:F. Paris

.il'

3) Production of li.L.F, flags, posters and car stickeps for display.

4) Programaes to rename mfreetu; public buildings, ete in
solidarity with the N.L.F.
5) Demands to have the
colleges and universiti
to U.S./British i
6) Publie DampE _ﬂihg for 1ocal 1ibraries to 2arTy ¥he Vietnam
Courier and other ral evant 1it era#
7) Develop blood donor sessions as s specific aid to tha N.L.F,
Use them politically. Inm London the drent Council have refused the
use of a Cliniec and public hall 1Cr o session on political grounds.
This iz an sxplicit act of logzal ecm :1101?5, cyncalnr tht power
Btructure. It gives usg an opportunity fn; loesl actions, =T . 1
the counei] meetings or directed at loca caunciJlors.

8) Regular market stalls and /or a1rdru meetings to enpage in
~;?‘*icql disecussion with pecple. The aim should be to BErve as
political centre. It will mly succed if it is maintained for
hverul menths so that it can be ssaen a8 2 sarious effort. This ecan
8 usad in ﬁonjunctian with a wall newspaper or guarills theatrs,
he aim is to devalo P lmafanative ways of cre :ting g real dislogue.

93 _,nmnmtrrtlanv when the campaiem indicstes them and carafully
planned to do & specific thing e.g. at airports to bBlock enemies op
welcome friends. Acticns oan be regional an” must def inately risa
above the stage of mere maesing in central tﬁnﬂor The Japanese haove
bave had model demmstrations. Qurs should be based on known forces and
paople uﬁlJ— though they may attract a welcome "oenunbrs"

story of Vietpan tz aught in schools,
rhsps devoting a whcle lay's teaching

=0

1 ke

ki

-» 10) A local bulletin is a good way of makine contact with new peopl

G *
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Cut as 5';4'_ IERELT £D0PTED BY THE CCHL.ITTEE OF THE LOUGHBCRCUGH
| ITYERSITY SCCIALIST SCCIETY. Tth Lovenber 1968

to 1, The meobilisation cf sopreximately 100,000 perple cn

&2 building in Brits

f sclidarity with the people
of Vietrnan.

£ Octebher 27th wes & nagsive political "ictPFy end & colrgsal
¥ “1LM1CH11’1 ~f thése whe eld tc the view that it is
Te politically errrect te crbcentrate cur attention on

i J.I = .

In 3 . now faces gericus prehlems
ané nust make some big chenses we in nc way detract from
- &

s

the success rf 8ctrber, Indeed, nc programme fer the future
g.C. of V.5.C. wruld he complete if it did not include the
15 -~ perspective of further, even lerger, nobilisations. i
- 2, Bagically, the preblem facing V.5.C. ig thet with
ite present crganisaticn and Et?ucirr_ it is unable

ara e 1:tegrntﬂ into its ranks the mass of people who

e support its ;“'Trﬂ"ﬂe gand are willing to sappﬂr+ m"hﬂﬁ
mobilisetiond. This eans thet, unless this situatiol

is changed, much of the possible long term politiecal

P& gein from the Octobher mobilisation will bhe 1lost, and

the bulk of the demcnstrators will drift swey from the

mnovement.

{

3. The present orgenisation of V.S5.C. tends to put arv
tifivial brake on the Jrﬂwtk of the meovement. Its role
hEanes eonfined t-~ providing a minirul organisstional
T

o'
i
+ Hy

e

isplay. structure through which exieting pnlitiual tendencies on
the left co--operate with each other 4o carry through"hass
mobilisation ﬁ”- Thisg gives rlee to a_very undemocratic
ols, decisgion makin; rf@EchiL hich those who participate-in
- the process tL_c‘ubtu wlfh ezch reeting of the Lational ™
' Council and are ot resporeible to any identifiable M“Hmhx

memberghil

4., Hand in hand with the sclutirn te the problen re-

& ferred 1o 1L DAY H .20 he resplutior of the contra .

;q dietion in V.S5.C. hetw nunber of people it can

e rnobilise and its very enieation - lack of Tunds, —
grmall membersghip, siail n regularly functioning H“xx
branches .t.6
S fle therefore bslieve thet the future plans for
V.5.C. must incorporate the following organisational

k. changes:— a) A major drive to set up V.S5.C. branches

1 ‘and to recruit inte them sll thosge who
participated in the Octorer 27th. demon-

v straticn and others who nay be sympathetic
to the cempaign.

Y )} A maszive cempeign of fund rezieing.

A : ¢) The Latin&al ?ru;:i7 1o F?nsigf ﬂfqelecﬁedl

e i Gx= *e*bEIE plus delegates elected by functioning
e V.S.C. bramct ard nc other orgasnisations.

— - -\_-"\—\_ i
e "'-\_\_‘\_
T | —_
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SHEFFTELD VIETN A EAUP ATGN &

SCUSSTON P.E.PEE__ 2 Ihe Futurs of the Demonstration

.

L.t T he cast.

Why have we been demonstrating? Heve we as “hs Moxning Star believes been
showing the British Govermment thet the mass of the British peoplse condemn
its support of the US in Vietnam? Have We been demonstrating this fact to
the NLF? Hsve we been showing the Brditish People whaet we think they shoula
believe or have we bean demonstrating what we balieve to ourselves?

The purpose of +he detc, ig revely flly discussed and snalysed, We demon-
strete our support of the NIF, but tu whiog? Yet we know the arewer to this
Question ig essential, for it will E"Vern the way in vhich we act in preper-
etion for and during s deme, 185 ‘o the demo, , we are alming st some geotion
external to the demn, then the look of the demo. will be its predominant
Qelity;  if we ste aimine at the individuals ang groupe on the demo, itself
then its feel ig the most importent quality. The cutsiders, =part from the
reletively feow cn-the Spot spectators, will learm of the demo. only via the
various media, Therefore, the look, trenslated + bhotographs, TV ete,
st be impresgive; mmbers ere therefors important. Whatever figure is
given, the sight of Whitehall sclidly packed with People is impresgsive,
Benmers, Quantity ard size, will &lso be of importence. The cotusl slogens
shouted will be of less importance than the mmber of voices heard, If
commmicetion with the Public is cur sim we must slso taks into consider-
#tion whether or not We can effard to upset then by forms of ection which
could lead 4o Physiosl confrontetiong,

2% however, our win is the development: sf tho Politicel conisoiousress of
those demc:-nstrutir;;, then many of these comsiderations would be modified.,
Over a certain mmber, lying Probebly between 10 - 20,000, the emount of
Peopls on the merch becomeg lergely irrelevent to thz participents since

Tum ers grester than this cannot be Perceived, The mmber a:d size of
tmners retaing some impurtemm, but the feel is orueial, Fartioyler slogeng
become ag importent sg the volume of noige, The question of violence of
course depends on the demonstrators themselves, “e mist agsume that those who
engege in it gccept it ag g tactie, though the views of the lees comnditted
should be congidered, Whet is most important is whet the dauo, does; for
wWerees the public tekes s Vicarious interest in what 2ecurs. the demongtra-
tors both experience #d shape the course of events,

Jerger argues that demos. -are essentially for the benefit of thoge Pexrtici-
Piteting, so thet they mey experiecnce the power ang scliﬂeri%;-: of ‘mess ection,
md 50 thet thay may rehearse revolutionery Bwarencss.,  dpart frem thig, it
ie clear that demos. must be aimed et the Participents or be largely

irrelevant, The public will lesrn of the demo, mainly through the rss media,

The medig elweys distort whet Gcours end this negates most of that which we
Wght wish to commmicate 4o the publie, Furthermore, our dsmos, are not
Boing to chenge govermment policy, The Vv ietnamcse People may grin sape
sheoursgetent from our demos, but this cmn herdly be of grest 8igznificance
Rether our efforts mist be directed st the demonstrators themuslives,

Let us therefors eXemine some of the effects which the Getober 68 demo, hed

bon its Participsnts:

I: Thy route of the march

The route wag far too long (3 hours), Moes of the megnificent elan
vhich the merch Possessed in Fleet St. hed degipibel by che end of the six

——-ﬁ
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- mile hike. The pcliticel tercets on the route wers © =meed .
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. 3 ; ; == e L ey 2 e § both
+ destinetion of the merch hed no political significence end gave no feeling P thet o
| of E;;-;PE_CtP:‘ﬂC:}'Frilil".-:_T-—_'_{.. blu_-f merch nor eny feeling of culminetion at the end, effeat:

2y Ihe ':"J‘]."..il-l"-f!.’.‘ll_‘:l]i.‘- of _.157-.:1-: ting i1

LT the essembly

Lobvent

he marohe

e replised Ih.:“r proxumity. The

Procegsion of 100,000 people wes the objec-

ct.27, then the demo. was a resounding success. If, however, the
Wes to use this mmlsr to thresten the power of the atete, then the
L short of its intention, berger ergues thet mess demos, plece the
stete suthority in 'a dilemns:

ilemne:
"Dither suthority must sbdicst
in which cese ... the event demo
else authority must congtrain :.=:‘.-:1

cese the urdemccratie reture of
Qur intention wss to alere by uyy tl':'
Ec;rgcr thia ghould lave demongtret
wLthough the solidarity snd strect

Cnce tl
crowd to do as it wishes: by the
rates the weskness of authority, Or fully -
perse the crowd wvith violence: in which $0 e
rity is publicly displsyed!. of reg
and this we did. sccording to lons
Wweekneds of authority but it did not.
o ek 1;11 were excellent in themselves,
t}-:_g,r were not enough, The measi L power of' the demeo, wes only
fractionelly used end the little th :mc:d weg sbsorbed duthority did
IoT gppear week but peternelistie smd ing Ugent. It appe .-*r-:ri thus not only
to the non-participmt out, more importsnt, to the demonstrators themzselves. they
This shows not the weskness but the strength of the British ruling cless
pich heg learnt thet the sesic: 8t way to deal with npposition is to sbsorb +ioms
‘- it,

s
3+ The utilisstion of whet hed, Ezl:t
, The potentiel power of the march, as has been previously noted, wes +o he
herdly used. Jnother iz:.. enice of this is the fact thet although the hesd of
the merch hed to evercome various irpediments, so that the rempinder might
{ get through, the rear }3'« ¥ere unawsre of these problems. This serves to aducat
show the wastage involved whe Ty "“,',‘,'.'i'.,!_: People march in one train, Ferheps
mary of the merchere could h: -.rc,-" 2tter -—*q:lc yed elaewhere, mediae
L. Did the demn, cdvance the Victnen movement ? snd ah
October was en iva*nr.,e ::un #erch only in terms of mumbers. Some OCGULE.
would argue thet the demo. wes better orzmised then vefore, but perhaps the gresat
merchers only sppeared better “r'rpu”ci because no confromtation occurred.

Would this orgenisstion have withstaod the tcst of an atteck? In terms of
Iresent u.u],: e challenge, £. waz e retrecet from larch., It is worth noting
thet whereas 1,000 et I : in occupying the building for seversl

days, 100,000 msnsged only to Docupy a Iew strects for e fow hours,

5 -:rc'i ellow the

sl WI
would
be hel
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govi.
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Cbviou
wey T
to meo
leasor
: chelle
To G'L.L'!. arize we mey say thet generslly; alear
We must decide on whether to sim the deco. exte srnally ar indernslly.
The impact on the participsnts is all im yort ank, I we
3 We must plen with this in ming mobhil]
4nd with regerd to Oot 27:
i) Thes physicesl objectives and conditi
. spirits of the merchers,
2) Tte echicvements ana chellenge were severely limited by the 111~ mome o
conceived political and tactingl objectives. (2)
3) It feiled to reslize = grest potential, they 1
L) In some importent el cta 1t wes g retrest from st schievements, ( 3
T the 1:
« The Future st 1
It is readily
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ong of

the demo. defleted the (1)

erent thet neithoer March nor October involwed tie

8] 5, Vermus
| Bejority in eny direct challenge to asutherity. In both eases only those

not Meny more were
those at the front,

. stret:
& tie

front were engeged in eny direet confront etion:
Eble to fuel that they were ecting in solideri ity with
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«lthough we rust not overestimebe t'.--.-;,-diéu;:-h_r Wwho ave prepercd for setive
intervention, we crn be confident thet the mumber whe sre prepered to defend
both thomselves sand their conrades is not smell. Whet this points to is
that the concentretion of our rumbers in one mess is not now the most
effective deployment of our forecs., e sheuld consider the cese far split-
ting into smeller detachments.
idventeges: e) Our foreces cre deployed to greater effect
o) The police are forced to spread theirs over a greater srea.
¢) More individuals ere given the sense »f direct perticipation,

Once the ocbjective of the exsrecise snd the sctuel tergets had been decided

by the Cempeign, then esch group would work out ite own tectics end be

fully respbnsible for the successful conpletion of its objective. 1thougzh,
in the future, these sctions might be wder teken similtensously in & muber
of regionsl centres, it is thought that the first action should be over a
lony weekond in London. Each group, posaibly constituted en e regionsl besis,
would either simulteneously or st intervals etteck its target. Groups mizht
be held in reserve to be moved to the scene of an important terget at a
criticel stege of the sction.

The police, of course, would get wird of such plens, However, the fact thst
they would be known to be Preparing to defend the obvious targets (embassies,
govt. cffices, big co's., media, sto. )» would begin to identify the institu-
tions of the state which must be increesingly challenged. The politicsel
importence of such = process of identificetion and challerge to capitalist
institutions should neot be unmleregbimated. Ever - these objectives prove
to be unattainsble; ths lengthy ccecupation of tihe curs unding streets is not.

The magnificent occupstion of the LSE must be repested in a nunber of
educetionsl (for the momertt ) institutions., LSE aerved to give a sorge of
seeurity in its existonce es a sanctuery. It alac scrved es 2 base for
medicel and accommodetion facilities. However, & single tud 1dingz could not
end should not be used by meny groups with separste teske; azeversl

ocouge tions would be necessery. If this were done it world represent &
great advence in mobilisstion (a more eppropriste term then 'demonsteetion’),

Cbviously by the time we had reached this strge we would have come a long
wey from October 68. But this we must do or we shall be guilty of feiling
to maximise the enormous potentisl of the Vietnem movemcnt, The clesr
leseon of October is that one of our mein purposes must he}f:ran;_:nf' such s

chellenge to the stste thet it is forced to respond in such » way ss to more
clearly reveel more of its m ture to the meximum mimbsy of +the berticivents,

If we sceept the foregoing, then we must cmclude that
mobiligetion must embody thef ollowing: -

any cuccessful

(1) It must involve es meny people es possible to the fullest oxtent
commensurste with their indiviaduel nceds, cepsbilitics and political
consciousness,

(2) It must get them meaningful ma tengitle objectives and see that
they have ot their disposel a mode of ection capeble of realiging them.

(3) It omust present & resl chellenge to the stete. It must zo tgyond
the lowvel of toleresnce which authority allews without courter-setion, [t
mist force euthority into ummistekenle opposition. It must dictete +he
verue and the terms of its next operation, not viece verss. It must
stretch the resources

of the state as fer as pos sible, Ehus Exying to



e advance on past mobilisations in terms of
( in terms of 1 and 2). It must provide the basis
and mist therefore, avoid its Torms becoming

futionelised
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1 Vietnam', supportiod
in -x.r.:]'ﬂ.c't’r: Town
be 3 Tuc! gdod 1
of 1-‘,'.;:.\, EN ALY T,
on Oetober 27th
rh this m represanted
aign apainst complicity

fe decided presanca
entativea in the Jd"r Vietnamese BEmbassy

i Government had chosed which side it

Jrd we would show where our support

: =
Voo o

a perfect opportunity to launch
in the refusz]l to admit W.L.F. s
i repre

Eensington Towm Hall was
the

surrounded by police as we poured in for
meeting; reluctantly paying ocur shilling admission char:
Vhen tweniy past seven wenty minutes past the pubilshed
start of the meeting - 300 pacple in the hall. Other
pecple- some supporters 1y of the orgsnisers of the meet:

others just interested GLQJ'Ffﬁpr from the cold= totalled

] ictory to the W.L.FP.-" taught us
acomigtlios and we used them to ."'"‘DL: effect.

: T

the ppatform, ded

"y

thuderous roar of

the ;v_.-:,.;-i;-n £ appeared,

s B " TV
gide r t Th

1-‘*.'-1\'-3.. ) him about 80 policse
kall. YWe atnrt,. cunsiderable agitat
but after about thirty minutes it wa
o mnyihing about it with
r vote tp leave. Ve then chantsd "Vietory to the NH.L P
into ?-waiw+m‘ igh Street, Bveryone then F=1t

and & march to the Boutl
would met let us approach the

sar that peonle did not feel +'uf Ay -
cenfrontgtion with the police on this

: spreed that we leave on masce.
but important target, =nd we had achieved
fAgents of the HSaigon regime had been prevent:

peoasicn, it was plul@~

We had sst ocurselves

1t with complete succe
from helding a propaaan

ol
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Croft, Ed.Guiton,
Hobin, R.Prince,
Turner, Janet Cantillon

H Comittes,
would st up =
ativos into

CGaTivo

wWere carried:

iong of thy Hovemamnt,
paicn, the exalugi
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From: E. -;'r'.Li_T-C-I.;... That the building of local VSC branchos is an intopral
pert of th 1] :
rogponsit

e i - -]
to the action whg dofoatod.
T Situstion wag hardly bettor!

Modical Jod Fund: Jdgreod thet signatorics to tho mceount b-
G

s L)
Pat Jordan, Meric Richman =nd the Scerotary.
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Next Bulleotin: Jgrued thet this should be iscuecd in January
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LOCLLS
SHIRDLOW shop stowerds have called & golidarity demonsretion for Merch

1st in Sheffields They will domand entry of NLF and DRV comrades to
spoak ot their relly. '

FOLESTONE VSC brench - which regularly gets 30 or sco to meetings - ran j
up the NLF flag an the locsl towm hall on December 20th, Bth anniversary
of the founding of the WNLF.

| C/MDEN V8C have produced a leeflet around the demend for admission and
recognition of the fighting Vietnamesc, Coples src available from
Rip Bulkeley, 16 Marlbor ugh Place, London N.i..6., Cemden algo run a
stall et Queens Crescent, N...3. nesr Chelk Farm every Saturdey, 10 a.m.
until L pam, 2

NORTH wEST KEWT VSC are helping to run a bookstall every Saturdasy in
Rupert Street off Shaftesbury Avemue,

TRICONT IMENT AL COMMITTIEE hes recently been formed to arouse politicel

and meterial gupport for liberstion mevements in the semi-colonisl

countries. Those comrades interested in participating in this

committee should contect Lricontinental Committee, 30 Fitzjohn's Ave,,
¥ London N.#.3. X

"MEET THE VIETRAESE" liason committee is plenming a relly on March |
16th to greet a party of Vietnamese students from the liberation : !
movement, Ring A, Harris BIS 9845 for further detailsg,

CAMDIN VSC'e "WHAT NIXTT"(See p.17) is available in extended form from !
Geoff Richman c,f- 120 Commercial Rd. B1. London. |

w ot LI B R R I R R EEREL L R S T RS R Rt L L 2

KATO IS DUE FOR RHalNewaAl THID YEAR.veeseeses

FATO is the crestion of U,S5. imperialism... 1

FATO is" the Western kuropean bourgcsoisie's defence force.... .against i
e its students and WOrkers:.ssssssssss . l I

]

KATO facilitated and ssnctioned the colonels! coup in Greeces.s.sss

NATO aids and abets Portugel against the liberation movements Ingola
Mogzambique,snd F.Guines.«..
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WiAT IS TiE VIEINAM SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN 7

The Vietnam Soliderity Campaign is 2 movemernt committed to
the victory of the Vietnamese pecple sgainst the war of aggression
and strocity waged by the United Stetes. We regard the struzgle of
the people of Vietnam as heroic and just, Ve intend to work in ell
ways available to us in their support. Ve will oampaign stremupusly
againgt the British Gamrmml‘ﬁ‘a complicity in the Vietnam war,

We declare complete Eﬂliﬂ.&rit}r with the Nationel Idiberation Front and
the Demoecratic Republic of Vietnam in their resistance to Mmerican
imperisaliam,

Only the defeat of this vicious agrxression; only the withdrawsl of
Mvericen forces, wespons and bases and the triumph of the National
Liberation Front and the Democratic Republic over their oppressors
will serve justice and the principle of self-determination, The

" proiction of these sims is the purpose of our movement.

The Vietnamese pecple alone have the ri ht to determine the condi-
tions for ending the war.

@000 3IIN @I QHIIP

T ym_suppnrt the stru gle of the Vietnamese people, you .
should join the V.S.C., Please send this form with 10/- to our
office.

Vietnan Solidarity Cempaign, 120, Commercial Road, London, B,1l,

———

I support the V.S5.C. and wish to became & member end enclose
10/~ for one yeer + Flease send more information sbout V.S.C.+

NS sanssisssssssvassnssnesssaslblodk capitals, plenss)
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+ Delete what is inapplicable.
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A 4ICiAL CCNFERELCE DETAILS.

DATE:— let snd 2nd PFebruary 1969.

PLACE:— - Conway Hzll, Red iinn Square, #*
ek Holhery i
S Lendon,

HOST0LG s md :

sMotionsg andé proposele frr V.5.C.'z future esctivity should

rezch the nationsl office =8 soyn ag possible, ideally by .

Januery 20th. This will erable then teo bhe ciciulated ir’ >

time .for the nowvement tr discuse them. Address the motions

to the stending crders cornittee at V.S.C. 120, Commercial Rd
Londor E.l.

g

DELEGATES TO THE 1.ATICLAL CCILFEREILCE
a) Votinz delegaies. i S

i) Bvery V.5.C. brench ie entitled to one voting
delegate fre aevery five peid-=up V.S5.C. me~bers in the
hranch.

-4 ii) Any 5 V.S5.C. =e~hers not in a brench cen come . ¥

tosether and slect 2 voting delezzte to represent them.

iji) Affiliested orsenisetions sre entitled teo one
voting delezate.

b) Delesetes with speaking rizhts
EI1 V.5.C. menbers heve gpeaking rights et the lhational
Corxfereticg.

¢) Delegates of rbserver ststus . :
Te.bere of aiiilinted rri.ernisations cen attend the

Lational..Conference asg ohservers. Whether they have the

rizht to speck is up to the corferernce delegates to decids.

KANES CF DELEGATES (erd recusete and offers of sccomnrdation)
SHCULD RDACH IHE CREDELTIALS CCOLUITTEE EY JALUARY 25th IF
POSSIELE. .

ACCCMAIQDLTIOLN . A
Iny Lendon corragdes whe cen sccornedate .out-fo-london

delegetes during the conference gheuld ecntact V.5.C.

office 400/6729 sg soorn ez possible. Thoee cerrades

requiring a plszce %t the Irn should de likewise.

CRECHE
People requiring this service nor in z poeitien te help
ghould alec erontect th: office very guickly please.
o e T e G ek A A e o R e 3 e




