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FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES
e C
JULY 6th.
Surrey V.S5,C. Rally ageinst withdraw 1 of grants of stulents involved in
demonstrations.,
Assemble Sth, Wimbledon Tube St,(Northern Line) At 2-30p,m,
JULY 7th, T
o e 2o t
inti-fascist demonstration, This coincides with a pro-Powell demo, from W
Smithfield Mkt., organised by kmown fascists,
0
Assemble Clerkenwell Green at 2-O0pm. Speakers include: Fenner Brockway; p
Oscar Abrahams(C.A.R.D.); Pat Jordan (VSC.); Terry Barret(I.S.); a speaker T
from the R.5.5.F, ]
T
JULY 20th, %
b e B i
Duriiam Miners Gala. Demonstration on Saturday following meeting on Friday ISth, i
at Bpm, Detalls from; Durham VSC., I4, The Avenue, Durham,
a
| July 19th-21st
. - I
Fridey 19th in the evehing, Mass meeting to discuss demcnstration on the 21st, %
i
Saturday 20 th in the evening, Vietnam happening in the West End, e
G
Sunday Afterncon, Trafalgar Square 2-30pm,, March to Grosvenor Square, W
C
Detalls of the weekend of activities see article in this issue of the Bulletin. I
i
Bradford July 13th G
1
A protest is being organised against the fact that the rector £
of Paris Univers M FPaul Roche is to receive an henorary degree from the 8
Chancellor of Bradford University H.Wilson., Anyone wishing to take part should £
contact. Pete Smith, 14, St Andrews Rd , Deepcar Sheffield, Tel. 074,137 2641,
¢
WANTED URGENTLY :
4 GOOD TYPEWRITER ;
A FILING CABINET j
MONEY FOR FURNITURE AND DUPLICATING MACHINE FOR NEW OFFICE 1
I
NOTE The new telephone number for V.S.C. will be LBO 6789, %

VOLUNTEERS FOR HELPING IN THE NEW OFFICE ARE ASKED TO CONTACT US
AS SOON AS THEY CAN, THE NEW OFFICE NEEDS TO BE DECORATED, BUT MOST IMPORTANT;
W& NEED REGULAR HELP IN THE OFFICE, ESPECIALIY FROM TYPISTS.
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Editorial Address of the Bulletin is now 120 , Commercial Rd, E,1. |
This will be the new office of the V.5.C., within a few days(assuming

that the G.P.0. gets round to connecting the telephcne)., Meanwhile

we are still working frem 8,Toynbee St,(Tel. 2,7 G8L5).

Editorial

The Compaiz: is prepari.g for the 'auturm offensive’ on the basis of some
internal indecision and an inadequate orgaricational base. This is not = |
pessimistic estimation, but a necessary appraisal of the movenent at this

fime. A healthy movement should be able to discuss and quastion the eourse

it is following, in order to avoid beingz impelled into repetitive actions

throuzh the fear of jeopardising gains already made. This discussion,how-

ever mist start from an understanding of the development, popularity,

and potentis of V.5.0C..

Iich of the debate on the future of the V.S5.0. and its place in the apec-
trum of the British Left is based on a misunderstandines of the movenent,
which is either belittled cr exarzerated. This misundsrstanding sters from
a nore basic rdstake in the aualysis of the importaice of the Vietnam"issue!
Guiidar Therborne has convinciuzly arpued ( New Left Review 48), that the
wer in Vietnam cannot simply be regarded as an issue on which the left can
nobilise and propasandise. In destroying the ideolozy of the cold-war
pericd, the struggle of the Vietnanmese revolutiobaries has created g polit-
ical crisis in every industrial country. The repressive rature of the West-
ern'demeccracies! has been rediscovered by & new generation. Sympathy for
the Vietnamese has been . transformed into hatred for a systen which males
guch bestiality possible. A movemsnt which came itno beins as an act of
solidarity with +the Vietnamese Tevolution increasingly talkes a revolutiom-
ary position towards its own covernmedt.

For many, V.5.C. is the first experience of orgaiised political action, and
its non-factional unity in action character accounts for a rreat deal of
its success.It is important that thes campaimm is rnot seen as a recruiting
milieu for the existing factions on the left. Few proedicted its growth;
nany wish to feed upon its succes. Recruit by all means, but do so in the
process of building and strenghtening the movement. ¥.8.C. focuses on the
Vietnamese revolution as it is there that hupanity is most directly conf-
ronting imperialsim. A victory fo the W.I'.F. will both release the people
fron centuries of oppression and hearten oppresssd people everywhere. 4
gingle issue movement has many failing, but not nearly as many as those
vhich ecannot distinguish between irmediste and lonz-term perspectives.

The function of V.5.C. may be limited, but only the theoretically moribund
would assume its potential to be exhausted.




‘here is rocm for sericus discussion within the Campaign on the form,

target and poclitics of the October mobilisation., We are starting the AS
Adiscussion in the current issue of the Bulletin. To prepare for the i
~obilisation and to ensure that the advances made by the movement inthe pa
course of it are permanent, the fcllowing steps are necessary: is
of
1) the preparation of general meetings in each area, where the b
potential demonstrators can be involved before the mobilisation (we mus T4
recognise that between large demonstrations we have been in contact only ae
with the deeply committed; a circumstance which could easily lead to 1
hasty sectarian decisicnnsj. T
7
2) an immediate membership drive (VSC has cnly approximately 850 .
paid-up members! we need at least 4,000 by October, a large proportion D
of active supporters are not members of the Campaign). ai
0.
3) an increase in inccme (this needs to be more than doubled to D
cover our current rate of expenditure. Every branch and supporting
organisation should accept responsibility for & monthly Bankers Order; B
in addition, sympathisers should be asked to subscribe individually in
each locality).
T
1

FRENCH FEMBASSY CASE

Many VSC members tock part in the march to the French embassy on May 26th,
A number of comrades were arrested on this occasion and fined heavily (one
worker was given a three month suspended sentence ), Comrades will remember
Tom Hillear, who successfully urged pecple to stop trying to get through
the cordon, and organised them %o regroup for a meeting in Hyde Park,

Tom Hillear was arrested on May 31st, a week after the demonstration,
and charged with 'assaulting Chief Inspector Donnelly'; new charges have
since be=n laid against him for 'incitement to riot! and 'using threatening
words in a public place whereby a breach of the peace may be occasioned'’
(charges which are now made under the Race Helations Act 1965), He is st
present on bail for £100 pending a preliminary hearing on July 5ih at
Marlborough Street magistrates court. '

Due to the severity of these charges, and the fact that Tom is in
danger of a jail sentence and has a wife and three children dependent on
him, it is very urgent that anyone who was on the French demonstration
and saw the incidents in relation to which he is being prosecuted should
get in touch with him at 59 Denzil Rd, N W 10, But this is also a test
case, which could establish the right of the government to prosecute
anyone who plays an organising role, however 'responsible!, on a demonstration
on which incidents cccur, under the Race Relations Act, which was
supposedly established for gquite other purposes and which carries heavy
penalties, It is therefore important for all sections of the left to
fight against the principle of victimisation, and to ccme to the aid of
Tom Hillear in whatever way they can.
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OCTOBER MOBILISATION

As members should lmow, plans are now in motion for a mobil-
jsation in Oetober, Organizations are being invited ©o
participate in an Ad Hoec Counittee to prepare for the mobil=
isition., The date is provisionally fixed for the weclkend

of October 26/27. Between now and then it is essential That
the Campairn carry on g massive drive to wmobilise supnort.
It is equally essential that there be an ongoing discussion
as to the form which the mobilisation should talke, the
stratezy and the tactics which we should adopt for October.
This discussion should be political., Sugmestions as to
tactics should he related to strategy, and both should be
related to the poals of the Campaign. Ideas and position
papers should he sent as soon as possible to the Campaig:

so that they can he printed in the Bulletin, The success

of the mohilization in October depends on the widest possible
participation in the organization of it now,

Belotr are some initial econtributions to this discussion,

THEZ CCPOBER MOBILISANION: Proposals adopted by Glasgow VSC,
19,vi, 60

1. e =sceent 211 the arguents put forwerd in HArnie Tnbte's
conference paper: "Our Next Step, the Aubtwm Offensive
of V50! gnd in Geoff Crossick!s article: '"The Paris walls™
which both appear in VSC Bulletin No, 15, June 1968, In
other words: "The VSC!s responsibilities have been inereased
by the t-1lks," Our job is to maintoin the iupstus of and
extend the scope of the protest movement in Britain, The
suceess of the last two demonstrations and their golvaniaing
effect on aetivity around the country show that we should
continue to see the mass mobilisation as a central rallying
point for our asctivity around which local groups can build
their own campsigns,

2, The sim of the sutum mobilisation should be to ossemble iIn
the streets of London the maxirmm possible number ol people
around the -rineipled political slorana of support Ifor the
WL and the DRV. Ve should never lose sight of +this aim
in discussing the tacties and techniques of the demonsira-
tions., DBec-use its impact is to be determined largely in
terms of itc size we reject the idea of proposing illegal
targets, c.7., the taking over of certain buildings. Such
commando~tyie operations only hecome realistic as mass ac=-
tions in tha context of pre-revolutionsry situations (eeCey
Paris May 1968), In the likely politicel context of Britain
in Octoher nuch @ proposition would be open to intimidation
by the ~uthorities of 2 kind which would undoubtedly signif-
jeantly re:uce the number of partieipants in the demonstration.
We cannot ¢ ford such losses. e should not allow the auth-
orities to »in the responsibility for illegal actions upon




sny organisations or indivicduals, Tons of this excludes that
vueh aetions cen have a dramatic value out of =11 proportion
to the rnumher of perticipants,

3, Arising from the above we propose!

Late: Snturdny Oct, 26 (Ssturdsy to ease return travelling
prohlems for provincinrls snd %o make 2 grester immact in
Central London; late October to allow I'or mobilisation on
the campuses)

Meet: Trafalzar Square, 1 pm. This should not excluwile London
groups irom organising morches into the OSqusare il they
wish but the mein b ody of demonstrabors should meet there,
An eerly start is essentiasl to aveid being trea ped by the
police in the dark =t this time of year. Speeches at the
rally should be short and the march should move off as ear=
1y =28 feazible,

March: Ve reject the idea thaot this should be gplit uwp. If
we met 100,000 people many will never have btaken pert in
such a demonstration hefore., Numbers alone give these
people a sense of solidarity in the demonstration. Splits
in the march zive the police an opportunity to isolate
groups and individuals, The march should oroceed evary-=
where.possible as a solid body ranged across the whole
breadth of the roadwsy.

Route: To (1) Downing Street via "'hitehell where a letter
will be hended to uche Pl
(2) To Groavenor Scuare via Parlt. Sc¢, then aeither Birdeage
a1z ond  Constitucion Hill (unlilkely to be granted because
it menns passing Buckingham Pnlace?) or Vietoriz S5, and
Grosvenor Ploec to Parle Lone, Upper Grosvenor St. HMarch
past the TUS emhassy erdting via Brook .&, ©o Paric Lane and
Hyde Park, A letter should be handed into the emhassy. It
should be noted that if this route is accepted the embassy
will be surrounded on three sides by demonstrators for al-
most the entire duration of the march past,

Rally: If the morch is to be 100,000 strong it is gssentisl
There be & rsllying point for people to repair o after

the march, This should be Hyde Park and the right to use -
loudspenlkers should be insisted upon. VSC should dis- s1
e¢loim wy responsihility “for persons disrepording the ro- - Oc
gulations regarding the distribution of literature in the

parle, fe

Teach-Tn on the situation in Vietnam »nd the lessons of the
demonstretion should be held immediately afterward, i.e.,
that eveningz, in the. ‘Jestminster Hall or some similarly

largze venue with the full risht of all organigations and Bo
individuals to participate in the proceedings, This sssem-
bly should continue throughout the night if there is the Fl
fdeviatid,

Meorshalling chould be organised on the basis of local groups
of people well-known to each other and oble to carry out "y
the policy of 'no arrsests? elfectively. ' fa




lie Preparctions, le were distressed that a decision as to
timin~ wes not mnde at the last National Council. It goes
ithout saying tha’ the march should be finalised at the
July 13/1lL neeting., As was reaffirmed at Conflerence a call
should be put out for an 2d hoc commititee Lo orzanise 1t,.
Snecisl attention should be paid to the involvement of ore
ganisntions of the labour wovement in This cormittee.

The main responsibility for assembling the targeted 100,000

people should rest with the loecal groups who should immed

iately lsunch loeal =d hoc committees for this purpose and

to whom the debtails should he left, The national oifices!

role should primarily be of a servicing nsture, A standard

poster should be produced plus sets of leaflets directed at

- ' various groups in the commmity, e.Z., btrades unionists and

students., We suggest the impact of the demonstrations be

capitalicsed upon by the vroduction of a special lenflet Lo

be handed out if possible the following lMondsy entitled 'Why

we demonstrated,! In our opinion this is far the most fav-

ourable moment to engapge in mass distributions outaide, e.Z4»

factories, One side of su ch a leaflet could be printed
beforehsand snd the otherside duplicated on immediately aiter
the demonstration in an all=night operation il necessary S
that local groups leoving for the provinces on Sunday ecould
talkte supplies,

o | It should be a prineciple that 2ll the finance for these

e ; ventures is raised locally, i.e., the publiecity matericl is
bought from the centre by local groups.

| CAST FIIM PRODUCTIONS
armounce the release of their first film

OCTOBER 67

a lbmm 17 minute sound film produced by the Cartoon Archetypical
Slogan Theatre,....the fidm centres around the weekend of the
October 22nd anti-Vietnam demcnstration in London

featuring poems by Adrian Mitchell Tariq A1l
CAST in action Allan Krebs
The Critics Group Pclice Brutality

Bookable from CAST FILM PRODUCTIONS, 161 West End Lane MW 6
Tel (01) 3282409
' Please bock well in advance of your showing,

"WIETNAM, UNITED STATES & BRITAIN; The Facts of Entanglement" — a
factual analysis of British Complicity in the Vietnam War.
kvailable from VSC, 2/6 per copy




TOHLRDS JUILJL g A TOVEIEWD:s COILIBNIS O ORGAN ToALTON

O ST PROPOSTD IMLONLTRATION I OCwOLLA 1960
By Igor “lebb for the litop-I1t Coumtittee
gur tas!: o8 orzanise is, first, GO transforma 1 ercnﬁ gpinion
into public a2ction, "nd second, to milke certain that action

is not merely syibolie, "n sparatic resbture ol great volue ,
hut an actunl esilerclise af our nowoer, Lereh 1?Lh succ eded
and fa iiaﬁ an both counts: we should masicise its succoises

and minimise itz failures Genitrally, liarch 17th wes the per=-
ceptihle token of a new faeTLn" of wilitancy up ond down the
countrf. Phig militancy eipresses: 1) massive discontent,

egpecially anongy younger weaﬁ1 3, with the qualifty of life in
Britain ﬁqv* 2) ucrillingness to eontain dissent and disguab
ahout hoth the insular ond internntional policies of drluain
and th e U.o, within the enas eulatins cﬂnflnrr of hour~oois
dehate~-no more syuholic scts, no more pentlod ranly letters,
petitions, wallss, camm-ouLs; 3) the overvhelwing fact that
peoplals tentative, unformulatad sense of thelir oun various
opurassions 1is -111.n111qaﬂ in thda 1neqn111Gau1oﬁ with and

support for the i,  Zllepiance to internntionel ravolution
is thus not siwply a niece of ideslopicel aliruism bt = con-
orete manifestation of peoplels own discontent. fhis identdfi-

cotion, reinforced by the wmewory of the Uctober 22nd doiion-

s cracion, accounts for the size and teuper of tho action on
l.arch :I-?th- WwItHIT the C-..J'*"}.‘ oGk L-hJ.u "r]_‘t":] "=;j‘_:'_,, those n1"6
the deronstration's major o2cbieve ments:

1) 25,000 people mnrching in solidarity wilh the
HLi-=Gh is, tho successful marshallingz of « huge reodical
populat -
2) “he national character of the demonstr-tion.
3) he occupauion of the strents of London, Yhis
stends ne the single most important et nehisvement of the
march: ws all for o few hours 1ivedw1thin the spirit of the
collactive which is definitive of socialisul,

Along with these successes, there sra serious Tailures, failures
arising f“ﬁn ﬁU“ svponeocus mamn-r of organising, Our ipilure

to organis ronorly is demonstrabed hy the (aeb that, of the
thousenda ﬂf new neonla irha come out in laveh, 98¢y 1 hnve
been incornorated intp WisC. Jhat V3G hoo a "“ﬂh”“ﬂilﬁ of ©00
and con csll ouit 25,000 shous +#hat the uway we hsve Drﬂﬁﬂ;ﬂeﬁ
has been Airected not towards the renslisation of a v1L"1 wnove=
ment hut Lowarcs ~ccosional public acts., (he charis matio.
gunlity of these nrotest /', joined with -eoplel!s 3snnse of oub-
rage, h as created fuo mn jor denlonstitationd nnd has ncted as

an enerisar for the e xbra-narliswentary ieft, B ut ithe oon-
joining of factors has hoenn fortuitous we have failed to
concretioe into a JGVPMDnt L ridesoread-rodical Ie aelinz that
so palpably e:iiute Tor Lthis raason, our organlsing towards
Uatober mmnt ha stn not in temis of 5auV11f paople out for
one event but 28 s vital step in the construction of an

L
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ongoiny wovensnt, Daldng this error in stiiitude as the hasic

hﬂ-uc-”iﬁ or our nrevious worl, these are soue sher ovoblems

O

that arose in repard td lissch L76h:

1) ‘e way in vbhich pe ople were wohilised for tbe
march tended Gowrrds manipulation ratbher than partid pation,
TTho *decided the =y cuestions about @ jectivnsz, destination,
disciplin e? the nsrchers? Obwiously uob; but why not? iTo-
vision .for substantiva discuszion and decision-ualking partiel-
pation on sny neele, never wind on o seal “'Pvu.u, o include
moat of the neonle who ultiwetely twrnod out, was disnstrously
abosents « This was n»% bocause of a shortase nf stall or bucause

of the loose naturz of the afd-hoc committee or because the
peorle who turned out were unaffiliated or because no neans
of "enforecing' decisions was unavailable; the root of the
proble.: was a misconception basic to V3C organizing: again,
we directed our energy and creativity townrds a single
event as il it were an end in itself rather thon towards the
building of an ongoing wovenent., Consequently, there was a
chasu between the "leedership" and the participants, and the
experience of most marchers precisely mirﬂorad their experience
within capitalist society: they were insignificant cogs in

a grand machine; they were EWEPU along to an end they could
not control because no means of eflfscting a masu decision
had been established, We cannot allow this ltind of irres-
pongibility to our own poople, and sbﬂrtnaiwauaunasa ghout
our own organization, to recur.

2) '"he choice of Grovesnor Sg, as the focal point
for the rarch was an error, A march to the square can only
be symbolie: there ias nothing tactical to do there, Hovever
heecause people ere in fact no longer willing to act syubolic-
ally, clashes with the police naturally occurred hoth in
oct, and in March, The leadership may have expected such an
eventuality but it argued publiely for a symbolie walk and
refused to prepare and plan ,ﬂr the inevitahle e¢lashes,
Consequently, the confrontation was artificial in the Sense
that the police wera not ohstructing us in the abtainment
of a poal we had declared, hut served simply as the cause
of a fraces in uhlch many were hurt and about 250 srrested,

n whieh the warchers were disorganized and isolated from
one another. In larch, the demonstration hecame .a conflict
with the police which the police controlled and th:orefore
won., This was our fault, In Oct., we must hold a demonstra-
tion which has a declared tactical goal and we must nake
concrete plans, known to everyone participating, directed
towards achieving that declared poal.  Only in this way can
we and not the police control what oceurs; only in this
way will ire eliminate arrests.

What kind of demonatration should be held in Octoher, and
how should we prepare for it?

1) Loeal campaigns by local branches should be




initiated now. These should be actual projects end not just leaf-
lettings. They should incorporate as many experimnntal techniques as
the members and pecple such as Agit-Prop can think of. Some possibi-
lities: campaigns against war producers, including research pamphlets,
direct actions, wall posters and newssheets to counter the marapod view
of the public media; campaigns directed towards establishing contact
with the neighborhood, perhaps using sale of the NLF bags as a tocl.

In all cases the VSC newsletter should be used to exchanpe ideas, Our
thinking should be directed towards orgenization- towards the discovery
of the most rewarding means of involving all of our own membership and
of communicating with unaffiliated comrades and the public in general.

2) Integral in local campaigns must be continuous discussion
of tactics mnd strategy, both wihtin VSC meetings and in large public
rieetings, We must dispel the notion that a demonstration is something
static, something which one accepts as given and comes to, or rejects and
goes away, Demonstratérs must be t+e ones to decide the fcrm of demon—
strations. Therefore, months of debate should precede the auturn march,
and a series of public meetings up and down the country during the last
woek must decide the final tactics, the tactical objectives, the desti-
nation of the march. Under no circumstances should participating
individuals be asked simply to endorse an irrevocable decision made

previcusly at the top.

3) Tactical discussions should be tested in practice, Local
setions should therefore ba held well before the autumn deménstration.

L) Finally, and most important: the march should NOT be sym=—
bolie. e should corganize the march arcund a demand snd take action to
gee that the demand is fulfilled, The specifics of the demand and action
should be decided on the very eve of the march, by mass meetings of part-
icipants, and after months of preparatory discussions. Some suggestions:
1) a march, on Sat., to the South Vietnamese Fmbassy with the demand that
it be handed over to the NLF; 2) a mass encirclement of Dow, ICI, ete,

i stribation centers with the demand that war production be stopped; 3)
a march to the BBC with the demand that it shuw the war tribunal film,
Obvisicusly none of these sugpestions is perfect, The best suprestion
w-ull be cne which articulated a demand that could be met hefire the
marchers dispersed, This needs discussson.

The major points we emphasize are: 1) maior lecisicns should be rede by
participating groups anc individuals: 2) the rarch shcul! be organized

sround a tactical poal; 3) this roal shiuld be seen in terms of a demand
that can be met; L) we should define our own situation and not allow the

police to define it for us; 5) most important, the march should be an
organizing tool directed towards the building of a& movement,

VSC BADGES
1s per badge...bulk orders from local VSC groups- 84 per badge




THE ATUIN VWOBILISATION OF VEC
- by Dave Clark, Manchester VSC

At the last meeting of the VSC national ccunecil, it was agreed that all tke
members present should be encouraged to present a positicn paper on what
they thought we should do for the Mutumn mcbilisation, These wcould then
be printed in the Bulletin, and we wuld be prepared for the next council
meeting vhere we could discuss them in full, The view of the paper below
is that of the writer zlone, and dces nct necessarily represent the view
of the Vanchester branch of V3C,

Tt is my cpinion that tc just propare fror ancther massive Grosvencr 5q.
demonstration on the March 17 model would be suicidal for the movement,
e will have had six mcnths from the last one during which time we should
have be:n pushing the movement forward politically all the time, as well
as increasing the membership of V5C, If all that we can come up with
after six more months of experience is yet anct ier massive fuzz beating
battle cutside the Fmbassy, then we shall not only be acting in an irres-
ponsible manner towards the pecple who have come on the demcnstration,
but we shall alsc be illustrating only too clearly the paucity of a theo-
retical approach that merely ties us to a twice yearly demonstration out-
side the US embassy. I think that we have to lrok at the definite aims and
bases of cur political position before we can come up with the correct
approach to any demonstration that we contemplate,

Basically, we are in the VSC because we support wholeheartedly the strug-
gle of the Vietnamese people against fmerican aggression, We accept the
slogan of "Wictory tc the Vietcong", not merely out of an emotional op-
positicn to the war, but as a reascned thecretical position. We know that
the class struggle that is built inte an industralised society is comple-
mented by the struggle against imperialism of such ccuntries in their dealw
ings in the Third World, I am aware that & glib generalisation is no sub-
stitute for the differing interpretaticns of the Naticnal Liberation
Movements, but the uniting fact of the slogan is the one that matters. It
shows that we are aware that the class struggle is vaged in different
forms in different situations, and that at the moment the Vietnamese people
are right there in the front line, Thus, wé are quite correct to support
them wholeheartedly; their fight is, indeed, our fight,

So, if this is the theoretical position that most of us take, then we
have to use gur demonstration to point cut our theory tothe mass of the
pecple who will either be participants in or observers of it. We have to
be able to demecnstrate in our propaganda befcre the demonstration, in our
activity on the demonstraticn, and our follow-up meetings and propaganda
afterwards, just what the aims and methods of our campaigh ere, and how
it is opposed to the mcnopoly capitalism system of world imperialism, We
have to so act in ocur demonstration that we can make pecple's own exper—
iences and consciousness real in terms of vhat we are both demonstrat-
ing about and what we are demonstrating at, I don't think that yet an-
other Aemonstration in Gros, Sq. fulfills these functions at all, and
may well, be counterproductive in the long run, as riots and injured
police horses are remembered, md political slogans and activity for-
gotten.




Thus, we have to find a way of implanting a somewhat escteric political
position firmly into the political consciousness of the working class,
I think that the best way of doing this is to assemble the demonstrat-
ion as usual in Traf. 5q., to hear speeches, buy papers, link up with
other groupsete, From there, pecple should be led out by the better
organised groups- for example, LSE Sce=Sce could leal cne group, the
Northern Universities ancther, the May Day committee ancther and so on-
in four different directions, They ahnuld go to the following places:
i) 10 Downing St. ii) The Stcck Exchange Tii) Dow Chemical

iy)"The US Embassy, I chocse these four places because I think that they
demenstrate to the best advantage the links between High Finance,
International Capitalism, and the Capitalist system of Government, We
then have the added advantage of the emoticnal overtone of Dow Chemical
as well, although people might think it a better idea to demcnstrate
against the First National City Bank or some such institution. It
might even be possible to add two or three other places, althcugh it
makes the task of making comnections that much harder,

The aim of the demonstration would be, nominally, to hand in a letter,
the text of which should be issusd to the press: but practically to de-
clare our intention of peacefully immobilising these places for one hour,
The importance of the demonstration is the effect it has on increasing
political awareness and feelings of solidarity of the dem nstrators them-
selves, But more than this, the importance of the whole exercise from
start to finish should be that we make an immense amount of propapanda
both befcre and after the demonstration in cur branches, cutside the
factories and trades union meetings, in the universities end council
estates and all the rest of it, demonstrating the naturs of the connect-
ions between the war in Vietnam and the wage freeze, the nature of
International Moncpoly Capitalism, of the interconnection of bourgeois
governments, The field is enormcus, and we should make the fullest
oppoetunity of it in ouwr propaganda,

it the moment we are facing the problem that students may well join VSC
on an intellectual basis, or sven on the emntional appeal, but workers do
not seem to do so unless they are alresdy in some form of left wing
grouping, This is easily explained in terms of the differing levels of
conscicusness amcongst differing levels of the class, but it still means
that any demonstration that we run will have to be seen to be real in
terms of their perceptions as well as cur cwn. This is why I am convin-
ced that our next demonstration has to be an advance not only on the size
of the last one, but alsc on the thecretical approach.

The organisation of such a demcnstration should not be too digficult if
we start to lay our plans ncw., We should not go out to engage the police
in battles- I am cpposed to such a tactic and think that it weuld not
advance our political line one bit. I think we should announce well in
advance to all and sundry throughtevery means of communication possible
that we intend to hold a meeting at Traf, Sq. on Sun 27 Oct., at which we
intend to invite certain pecple to speak., We are then going to march to
the above four places and peacefully immobilise them for exactly one hour
by holding a ccntinuous seminar all arcund them, After one hour, as a
body we will march off again and disperse at an agresd point, There
1ill be no violence, no bombs etc, and as far as we can we will guarantee
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DETIOWSTRATION JULY 19-21

V.5.0., views the demonstrations of July 19-21 as particul-
arly sirnificant, ;hEaG demonstrations, orgzaniced by ths
July 21at Committes, have beent called around three slogansi

~Vietory to the Vietnamese People; for Freedom, Independ-

ence and Peacel

=30lidarity with the National Liberation Ironti

~End British Complicity with U.S. aggressioni
These demonstrations are impgﬁtant on several levels. In
the Tirst place they come at a time when the Paris negotia-
tione are bogped dowmn by U,bB. intransag gence, when the war
haes talken second place in world news to the mouwentous events
in Franece, when the actions of U.5. imperialism have been
obscured in a complex internal electoral contest, There is
a need, therefore, for an action which can emphasize the
meaning of Vietnam, If successful, the demonstration will
remind people that the war is the focal point of the world-
wide struggle against imperialism,

secondly, we note that The demonstration is heingz supported
by virtuslly the entire spectum of the left, The BCPV, YCUL,
YCL, the various t'igoist! groupinzs, 15top-It!, and fbﬁ. or
many of the supvorting organisations partiecipation marks a
tremendous i:“O]G*”Pal ﬁﬁVaﬂca. 1t was not so long ago that
the lea‘ershlp of some of these groups accuuad the V3G of
snlithing the anti-war oveusent hy advancing the solidarity
line. We welcome their adherence to a pnsitmﬂn of solidarity,
and should m&he every effort to mobilize large numbers of
pegulc around such a militant slogans, Jor sous othar groups

1

thnt thev b-ove found

the damonstration Sistlss an advance in

it poussible %o worl with other tendenciss on o specific issus.
hedeionastration enn serve =8 an ezmiipls Lthat uniey Dn A Drin-
cipled heals ‘ia hossihle, Fatalda .Jgh-ﬁ da ‘evocyihine 16 can

o hrinp This about,.

‘Mhe orrenisation of the demonstrations has uover-l noyr and
poaitive featuras., Tinas Testlu»u are nlammgd for fricay the
19th and on sunday, alter the uareh to the U.o. Jubausy. Yhese
meatinse ~ve in the tredition of the CGermsn 513, ‘The Ifirst
meetinr provides -n ﬁﬁDD“uUJl v fort reticrl plaaning in which
all can pPartid pete, In Tho TerHan nicperience, such a weeting
plays an enormous role in erestinz nilitaneyr and soliderity.
‘be Sunday weetin g nrovires an oppor mmity for ~n imnediate
discussion of the succousges an” Tailu.es of the whole -reeltend,
In addition, ;t GTPVEeS A8 9 atinzg pl-ca -~vay from ths deuon=-
atration and therefora avay f - vild Gy o 2phitiopy

e poaail
and random srrests asg the fa-ﬁluur‘tlﬂn %

in sdd Lirnql el Peature is the Viebtngnu ivent on i
Hight, Ttl; "0th . This ovent is seen 78 an attompt 1d
to roach the man on the street with a political wessag




Vietnar, Traditicnally the Pritish left has atterpted to do this by
leaflets or roster paradcs., Jv.cess was usually limited by the tre-
mendous reluctance of people to be drawn directly inte polities,
fteccgnizing this, the July 21st Comvittee proposes that the demonst-
ration attempt to simultanecusly entertain and proparandize. In

| other words this part of the demonstration should be viewsd as a test
of our ability to communicate our message to the politically uninit-

| iated. Some of the mesans to this end will be: using political car-
toons for handouts; having many demcnstrators in NLF clothing; using
murals and wall painting; using ballons with slogans; featuring
musigians, poets and street thestre. Participaticn in this type of

demonstration shculd be a very valuable experience for local VSC §
branches, It will procvide an opportunity for learning techniques -
that will be useful in neighborhood work and it will provide an oppor- ]

tunity for working together cn a specific prcject prior to the mass
mobilisation for the October demonstration. Therefore, we urge
local V3C grcups, particuliarly those in the London area, to parti-
Bipﬂtﬂt

For those interested in further particulars of the Sat. night (July
20) demonstration, ring SWI 3228, Other mumbers to call are:
727-0253 for information relating to street theatre; MOR-0155 for
information on art work, costumes ete. Call any of the above numbers
if you or your branch are willing to participate on any project.

—~== Henry Wortis, for the JULY 2lst Committee ——

AUTUMN MOBILISATION... concluding Dave Clarked paper,

that . But that is what we intend to do , and do it we shall - we will
not be buggered about by anyone. If we are left to curselves, then the
demcnstration will be an enormeus success for us politically if we
handle the propaganda correctly, no cne will be arrested, and no one
will get hurt. If on the other hand there is any sort of provoeation

of the marchers, then they will loock after each other, We intend to
utilise our right to eontrol our demonstration and the streets through
which it passes. If we are allowed to do this , then there will be no
breaches of the peace, no disturbance of the public order act etc ete,,
If on the other hand the Gorillas take it intc their heads to ride their
horses straight into out demonstraticn, draw their clubs or otherwide
behave in an irresponsible fashion, then we immediately abdicaté all
responsibility for the demonstraticn and for the behavicur of the §
demonstrators,

If we approach the Autumn Mcbilisation in this spirit ,with an idea df
our political line, the basis of that idea, the necessity of making
the politics real in terms of symbols which people can understand ,
and relate to, and the tactics which spring from such an anal ysis ,
then we shall have the best demoristration that has ever been called

in this country. If we dont do something like this , then we shall
not have advanced one little bdt forward,
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