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LESSONS OF THE TELEPHONE STRIKE

" The 38,000 striking workerscﬁ‘the New York Telephone Company have now
been on the plcket line for more than six months,

In all this time, "Ma Bell" has
not -essentially budged from the
terms of the national contract which

President Joseph Belrne of the Com-:
munications Workers of America (CWA), ;
: shown,
i ever to win an improved contract.

AFL~CIO had negotiated, Belrne, in
a crass bureaucratlic maneuver to
ensure that the contract would be
accepted,first ordered the strikers

back to work and a mail balhﬁ;rat1-§
i lesson that the primary purpose of

{ a police force is the enforcement

fication afterward.
The repailr and installatlion work-

ers of Local 1101 and 1103, the larg-:
est of the 24 craft unionson strike, :

re Jected the national pact as a sell-:
i corporations to starve out workers

out of wage,working conditions and

fringe benefit demands and voted'uaé

continue the strike., The workers
demand, among other things, wages
‘commensurate with those pald to
craftsmen with similar skills in
other industries and an increase
which will keep them ahead of in-
flatlion, a regional cost-of-1living
differential, an end to compulsory
overtime,overtime pay for Saturday
and Sunday work and improved vaca-
tion and health benefits.

. sons as well,
i that the narrow craft union outlook
: which separates workers in the same
i company from each other and from

i the rest of the labor movement 1s
: not only hopelessly inadequate in

: general,

The prolonged struggle-has not

i dimmed the fightine spirit of the
| strikers.

As the demonstrations in
midtown Manhattan against the impor-
tation of out-of-state scabs has
they are as determined as

The arrest of ten strikers and the

§ pollce club inflicted injurlies to

others has begun to bring home the

of caplitalist law and order, the
preservation of capitalist property
relations and the "right" of the

in order to continue exercising its
"right" to exploit them at the

% hlghest possible rate.

And they are learning other les-
. They are learnling

strugzle against blg business 1n
but against the mammoth
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Bell system in particular, They
are learning that if victory is to !
be won, especlally in this period, !
the solidarity of labor in NY City :
and State and throughout the coun- :
try will be required, :
Vital communications equipment has -
deteriorated from lack of service

-at a future heavy cost which the

"public utility" will undoubtedly
pass on to the "public," An enor-
mous backlosg of installations re-
quests has also been created which |
will mean long service delays for
the same "public" for many months
after the strike has been settled. |
However, the phone company has been
able to continue providing service :
by importing supervisors and scab
repalrmen, some of whom are even
CWA members, from out-of-state
telephone facllitles, :

In dealing withthis problem, the
workers have also had to contend :
with CWA Local 1101 Pres, Carnivale's
narrow outlook and reluctance to :
fight Beirne onthe groundsthat the |
national Defense Fund might be cut
off, Belrne has had no other re- :
course, faced with the large. and
militant NY CWA membership, but to !
agree to renegotiate a contract for !
the NY area, He evidently hopes
that, given the long strike, the.
workers will be sufficlently worn
down to accept some minor conces-.
slons which he can wangle, He is
as fully opposed to real improvements |
in the NY contract as the phone com-~ :
pany because the membership of every !
other CWA local would then demand
the same terms in a new natlional
contract, and perhaps, Belrne's
hide at the same time.

It i1s only recently that, as a
result of rank and flle pressure,
"flying squads" were dispatched to
plcket out-of-state installations. :
The pilckets received warm support
from these workers, some of whom
are members of other unions. This
tactic promises to cripple the phone
company's scab-running activities,
and at the same time, increase the .
dissatisfaction of other sections
of the CWA with the national con-
tract and the Belrne bureaucracy, !

The fallure of the CWA to conduct :
a serlous campalgn to bring the

telephone operators--predominantly
Black women--into its union, and to
win their active support for the
strike, has been an important factor
in keepling the phone company 1in
business,

As the leaflet "Toward a Strategy
for Victory!", distributed to the
strikers by the newly organized
Committee for Rank and Flle Caucuses

: " (See page 3) pointed out, the opera-

tors_are,"represented"by'a company
union and have the worst wages and
working conditions of all phone
workers.,

. .The workers are learning that
aristocratic, white and male chau-
vinlist attitudes are harmful to all
workers, that 1t 1s necessary to
carry on a struggle agalinst the
super-exploitation of minority and
women workers and thus unite the
workers agailnst the bosses in their
own immediate interests.

They are also . learning that, in
this period and indealing with the
large corporations, the economic
cannot be separated fromthe polit-
tical struggle,

§‘ The crisis of world capitalism,
i now acknowledged even by bourgeols

economlsts, sharpens the class strug-
gle in every country. American
capitalism, whose world hegemonyls
now under siege by its European and
Japanese rivals, has opened up a

. monetary and trade counter-offensive

designed to improve its world com-
petitive position. As an integral
part of thls struggle, the state,
the "executive commlittee" for Ameri-
can capitalism, has, under the ban-
ner of "anti-inflation", directed
an attack on the workers with the
help of the labor bureaucracy. The
wages of the workers are directly
under attack through the Pay Board
and, indirectly, by tax glve-aways
to the corporations which will be
shifted to the workers, It 1s seek-
ing to handcuff the militant union
ranks with anti-labor and especlally
anti-strike legislation., By these .
means, the rullng class expects to
increase its total profits, its rate
of profit and export the crisis to
1ts imperialist rivals and thereby
to forelgn workers.

Both Demoocratic and Republican




-~ 3=

politicians support and defend the

fundamental interests of the ruling

class, The liberals among them want

to ameliorate--put "band-alds"” on--g

some of the capltallist system's
worst ulcers, improve the system's
functioning, Both parties fully
supported the policies for which

they now blame each other and which :

have become demonstrably bankrupt
in the present c¢rilsis,
and unemployment, and in the long,
bloody and costly imperialist war

ates and conservatives of both
parties call for wage "coritrols"
and antl-strike legislation in

transportation and in other nation- |

wide industries.
In NY City,

tic City Councll and signed into
law by the Democratic presidential

candidate and liberal Mayor Lindsay.§

The NY State lecislature is prepar-
ing to vote for the demand of. the
Chamber of Commerce echoed by the
"NY Times" and "Dally News" that

unemployment insurance payments to g

striking workers beabolished, thus
dealing a blow at the ability of

workers to withstand lengthy strikes. '

The "labor lleutenants of the

bourgeoislie" have bowed thelr heads :
to their real masters whlle trying !

to wheedle a less strigent anti-
labor package from the. Democratic

representatives of the ruling class.§
They have been occaslonally forced :

to make militant noises to try to

in inflation;

compulsory "arbitra-¥§
tion" for municipal workers has been :
voted by the predominantlt Democra- :

placate the ranks, but they are
careful to avold mobllizing the
working class for a struggle against
the ruling class offensive,

Vietor Gottbaum, who heads the
American Federatlon of State, County
and Municipal Employees, District
Councll 37, AFL-CIO, the exponent
of the "sloppy" strike from which
the overwhelming mass of municipal

workers dre excluded, had nothing ‘"

to say either before or after the -
compulsory "arbitration" law for
municipal workers was passed. Butv_
he has endorsed Muskile for President!
The NY State AFL-CIO has hed nothing
to say about the drive to abolish
unemployment insurance for strikers,
but it is also preparing to endorse
a Democratic "friend of labor."
Workers, and not least telephone
workers, are rapldly learning that :
working class unity against the .
ruling class offensive has become .
an urgent necessity, They are also
becoming increasingly aware of the-
need to keep the unions indepéendent"
of the state and to oust their mis-
leaders, The revolutlonary Marxists
who have roots in the working class
are finding there an lncreasingly

! receptive audience for the ‘demand -

for a working class political party.

They will find that the struggle
for these positions of the Committee
for Rank and File Caucuses will
enable them to win workers to the
Transitional Program of Trotsky -
and to bulld a Leninist and Trotsky-
1st working class vanguard party -
in the process. _

THE COMMITTEE FOR RANK AND FILE CAUCUSES

WOrkers organizations and worker militants were called to a meetingtw
SOCIALIST FORUM and VANGUARD NEWSLETTER to dilscuss joint activities and
the formatlon of a "broad united front...on a non-exclusionary. basis"
against the anti- labor drive. by the ruling class, .

The meeting,held at Academy Hall
in NY City on January 25,1972,con-
cluded with the formation of the
Committee for Rank and File Caucuses,
+ The two organizations had proposed
that the united front against the

ruling class and its "labor lieuten-§

ants" take the organizational form
of "an industrial, reglional and
natlional network" of rank-and-fille

? basis; (
: unions from the state" and an "in

caucuses on a two-point programnathz
the "independence of the

dependent workers' party based on
the ranlk-and-file." ‘
Representatives of the Interna-
tional Sociallsts,the National Cau-
cus of Labor Committees, the NY
Revolutionary Committee,Proletarian
Revliew of Philadelphlia and the Spar-
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tacist League attended ‘the meeting.:

Trade unionists,including members
of the carpenters, construction
workers, palnters and case workers
unlons from New York, New Jersey
and Pennsylvanla were also present

in addition to a number of students :

angdindependent revolutionists,
es
GUARD NEWSLETTER and Tom Lowy of
SOCIALIST FORUM gave the political
arguments for bullding an alterna-
tive leadership in the organized
working class linked to the unor-
ganized and unemployed in the form
of a commlttee of and for the con-

struction of rank-and-file caucuses, |

Cde, Davis posed the objective

of:
sive, the fractured state of the

working class movement and the readi-:
ness of the working class to strug-:
i tween the trade unlon ranks and the
. bureaucrats at the top, and propa-
perlence of the International Work-
: led by the bureaucrats.
i ability to understand the role of

i elements such as Meany and Woodcock,
; sald Cde.
i the characterization of the Pay

. Bocard by the Workers League's "Bul-
i letin" among other socialist publi-
: catlons as stacked "two to one"

! agalnst labor.
: Cde,

gle in defense of its standards.
Drawing upon the historical ex-

ing Men's Assoclation, the First
International, constructed and led
by Marx and Engels, Cde. Davis
pointed to a similar need in the
present condlitions for organizations
which ldentifled with the working
class to work together on the basis
of the broad, principled two-point
class program proposed,

He emphasized that, as in the

First International and in any prin-:
. to nothing."

cipled united front agreement, all
orcanizations would retain full
freedom to criticlize and to ficht
for thelr entlire political line,
Trotsky's "Transitional Program"

vitally necessary to the mobiliza-
tion of the working class,sald Cde,
Davis,and both VANGUARD NEWSLETTER
and SOCIALIST FORUM intended to
struggle within the united front

for its application 1n the new con-:-
: decline, could become the factory
i committees and workers:!

Referring'uJTrotsky's draft artl-é which could lead the workingz class

i to power at a revolutlonary moment,

ditions to construct revolutionarv
trade. unions,

cle, "Trade Unions 1n the Epoch of
Imperialist Decay," Cde, Davis

pointed to the congruence between
the two key demands whlich Trotsky

had ralsed,the struggle for revolu-:

tlonary trade unions and the pro-

! working class political struggle in-
i dealing with the need to construct
" ! rank-and-file caucuses,
i home the relationship of economic

Robert Davis,editor of VAN-%
i able through its Democratic and
: Republican parties and with the

posed two-point pfogram.,
‘Cde, Lowy focused on the arena of

He brought

to political power by pointing out -
that the ruling class which owned
the means of production, had been

support of 1ts Liberal,Conservative

and racist Wallace parties,to under-
: mine the contract gains won In strug-
; 8le by many millions of workers.

SOCIALIST FORUM and VANGUARD NEWS~
LETTER, stated Cde, Lowy, called

. . for a party of the workers created
need for a unlted front of workers! : n the u
organizations under the conditions
a rullng class anti-labor offen- .
i class within the unlons,

by a struggle within the unlons by
the rank-and-file and directed
against the agents of the ruling
the labor
bureaucracy. Other socisllst ten-
dencies ignored the difference be-

gandized for a party organlized and
Thls in-

Lowy, was 1llustrated by

In reality, saild
Lowy, the forces arrayed
against the workers were "fifteen

The rank-and-file caucuses were

. the building blocks of a united

. economic struggle at the point of

i production and the political strug-
had agaln become, as in the 1930's,: gle for an independent workers!

! party.
: GUARD NEWSLETTER would fight for

: thelr socialist program within the
: proposed organization and to build
i a network of caucuses which,in the-

SOCIALIST FORUM and VAN-

present period of world capltalist

counclls

The floor was then thrown open

. for discussion by the chalrman,Cde.
- David Fender,

Organizational Secre-
tary of VANGUARD NEWSLETTER,
The Spartacist League's (SL)
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representatives at this‘peint made

clear that they had attended the

' meeting only to oppose the purposes |
. for which it had been called, They :
took full advantage of the meetlng's

.completely democratic procedure,not

only to present their point of view :

--as they had a right to do--but

“also to involve themselves in both §

the discussion and organizational

phases of the meeting. It was only f

after Cde. Fender and others had

repeatedly pointed out the unprin- :

cipled nature of thelr continued
participation in the oreanizational

aspects of the meeting that the SL ;

delecates announced themselves to

be participating as "observers" and
subsided,allowing the organization-:

al part of the meeting to proceed.

VANGUARD NEWSLETTER, on a number :
of occaslons,has characterized the
: SL had invited SOCIALIST FORUM 1into.
i a Jjoint caucus with 1t in the Soclal

SL as a not very serious student-
oriented personallity cult built

around James Robertson. This quality :
was clearly 1n evidence at the meet-!
Although 1its formal politics :
do not appear to differ qualitative-:
ly from those of VANGUARD NEWSLETTER,

ing.

especially to the petty-bourgeols
student milieu which it attracts,

its functioning discloses essential ;

differences in class orientation

and appllication,.
Marxist politlces, as Trotsky

emphasized,take their point of de- :
parture from objectlve condltions--:
the nature of the epoch, the move-
ment of classes,etc. The party, 1in :
all its stazes of development, the !

subjective factor in history, as

Trotsky also stated and as we have :
in es~

previously pointed out, 1is,
sence, a program from which flows
"strategic,
tional methods...

The SL's opposition to the meeting
solely on sub- :
. organizational focus of the SL was
: additionally illuminated in the in-

was based, however,
jective criteria. The purpose of
the meeting, according to the SL,

was not the construction of a united !
front,but an "ersatz", undefinable :
and unprincipled organization, It .
was unprincipled in that it attempt-:

ed to by-pass the construction of
the Leninist party. First, the

party 1s bullt,then the pa Qart cre-
ates the caucus, 1In any case,
SL wanted no assoclation with the

. result in soviets,

tactical and organiza-

the |
- was a mess!" sald Nelson.

"unprincipled, unstable and oppor-
tunist" VANGUARD NEWSLETTER o

Independents reacted to the, attaek
on the meeting by charging the SL
with sectarianism and recommending
that its delegates leave, An older
revolutionist stated that the SL's
sectarianism was fully in consonance
with its relitist" character,which
he had personally witnessed at a
meeting at which Robertson had pre-
sided 1like "King Tut."

Malecolm Kaufman of SOCIALIST FORUM
exposed the chasm between the SL's
"theory" and actual practice in -
caucus work, The SLts argument that
1t was "unprincipled" for two or
more revolutionary organizations
with political and theoretlcal dif-
ferences to agree to a limited pro-
gram for Joint work within a caucus
was shown to be hypocritical. The

Service Employees Union on Just

thls basis.
Cde. Turner,referring to Trotskv' s

statement that the soviet was the
hichest form of the united front,
reminded the audience that caucuses

. were seen as the first stage of a

developing working class organiza-
tion and consclousness which could
It was the en-
tire purpose of VANGUARD NEWSLETTER
and SOCIALIST FORUM to bulld the
vanguard party in thils process.

Cde. Lowy charged the SL with a
conception for the building of the
vanguard party divorced from the
class struggle,in effect, a sterile
outlook which could never achieve
a working class vanguard party, The
SL seemed to be mainly concerned
to confront other revolutionary
groups for a '"quick killing", to
"glice .off a member here and there."

The narrow partisan and mechanlcal

formal discussion which followed
the meetinz, Al Nelson, National
Organizational Secretary of the SL,
acknowledged that the First Inter-
national which trade union,Proudhon-
ist, Bakuninist, Lassallean and

© Marxist orzanizations had joined,

but 1t
The

was a united front. "Yes,
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International Soclalists that the

" enormous organizational and thesreti- |
i meeting had not been organized as

cal accomplishments of the First
International in uniting the young,
disoriented and largely leaderless
international worklng class, its
historic role in the Parls Commune
" of 1871, is evidently, of slight
importance to the SL, compared to
the sharp internal struggles which
also inevitably took place,

Inits next 1ssue, VANGUARD NEWS-
LETTER will evaluate further the
contradictions in the past and pre-
sent practical, political and the-
oretical functioningof the SLwhich
derive from the appreciationof and

ism of an essentially petty-bour-
geols organization. In the process,
the SL's criticisms levied at VAN-
GUARD NEWSLETTER at the meeting
which only served to disclose the
SL's essencewlll also be discussed,
’ Cde, Davis, in summation, made

"TOWARD A STRATEGY FOR VICTORY!" -

- /The first effort of the Committee :
. The meeting overwhelmingly voted

% against compulsary "arbitration”

duced below to the mass meeting of @ of the strike;7

for Rank and File Caucuses was the
distribution of the leaflet repro-

telephone strikers at Manhattan

* *

a step toward regroupment as he -

; believed, but was a serious commit-
{ ment for a united front on the basis
i of the two points proposed.

Before concluding, the meeting

f voted to adopt rules of organiza-
. tlon and procedure which would
i afford all workers!

organizations
in the New York, New Jersey and

§ Pennsylvania area who agreed with

lts principles and program, voice,
vote and equal representation on the

i Executive Committee, to also afford
i unattached worker militants volce
identificationwlth orthodox Trotsky- :
i auxlliary membership to student or-
i ganlzations and individual students.

and vote as a bloc at meetings and

The meeting, In addition, voted to

E orzanlize a demonstration in support
: of the telephone strikers, agalnst

the attack on unemployment insurance

f for strikers and in furtherance of
clear to the representative of the :

1ts general program,

Leaflet to Telephone Strikers

Center in NY City on February 2nd.

# #

In more than six months of determlned struggle, New York telephone
workers have falled to win virtually anything from Ma Bell. The telephone

company 1s holding flrm to
CWA President Joe Beirne.

an even more militant struggle are adopted,

the terms of' the
Unless a new strategy and tactics geared to

national sell-out pact of

our strike can be defeated,

The full half year of sacrifice 1nvested 1n the strike must not be allowed

to go down the drain,

CWA Local 1101 President Rickie Carnivale is

essentilally limiting

the fight at this time to flashy full page advertisements in the dallles,
on the one hand,and pleading with Rockefeller, on the other, to end the

strike on favorable terms.

But Rockefeller, himself worth billions,

represents a government committed to the protection of corporations like
Ma Bell. Now that "good times'" have ended,these corporatlions are tryling

to squeeze thelir workers harder.
out of the strike

begin to beat 1t down,

as long as Ma holds its.own.
Rockefeller will intervene and bring the full

Rockefeller can be expected to stay

But should the ranks

fury of the state--including the courts and police (remember the recen

midtown demonstration?)--to bear agalilnst the union.

going to help us. We must prepare
to defend the phone company.

Victory can

come, not by looking to Democratic
politicians,but by relying on our own strength and forces.

or Republilcan
Speciflcally:

t
Rockefeller 1s not @
to fight him just as he 1is prepared
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Mobilize to Stop the Attack on Unemployment Insurance for Strikers

The Chamber of Commerce 1s calling for the abollitlon of these
payments at the same time that-Carnivale fills the coffers of the very
newspapers that are aggressively pushing this proposal in their editorial
pages, ‘Where 1s the state AFL-CIO? All of New York state labor must be
mobilized agalinst this attack which, 1f successful, would undercut :the
ability of any and all workers to conduct a prolonged fight against the

‘bosses for decent wages and working conditlons. Build support for the

1dea of closing down the state 1f the leglslature tries to take away
this valuable right. : -

'Send the Scabs Home--More "Flying Squads"

Rank and file initlative has done more in a month to deal with the
problem of out-of-state scabs than Carnivale has been able to accomplish
durlng the whnle course of the strike. Roving picket lines sent to out-
of-state phone company bulldings and offices have recelved a warnm,

- enthusiastic and effective response from workers 1in those areas,
. Increasing use of the tactic will make Ma Bell pay a high price should

it continue to import =scabs,.

Organize the Operators

The 1argé1y women and Black operators are the lowest pald and most
overworked and abused of Bell employees. Their unlon is in fact nothlng
more than a company union, Thelr fight 1s our fight, If our wages are

 lnadequate, theirs are absolutely abominable, One unlon 1in phone! We
need the operators! Bring them into CWA. Bring them out on the line. The
-absence of operators from the switch boards will deal Ma a crippling blow.

What 1s the lesson of the phone strike? We need to build unity
with the workers in other unions! We of the Committee for Rank and File

Caucuses are commlitted to just such a task. We are also worklng to free
‘the labor movement of its bankrupt leadership (as shown most recently by

1ts parvticipation 1in Nixon's Pay Board) and to bulld an ;ndependent
political party representing the interests of all workers in opposition
to the twin parties of bilg business--the Democrats and Republicans. If

you agree wlth our 1dea of what a labor movement should be and do and/or
- ‘want to hear more about our program mall the coupon below.

* * "3 % *

BOLIVIA AND INTERNATIONALISM

An Exchance With the Labbr Actlon Cémmittee of Canada

Dear Comrades, 23 December 1971
‘ : . (Recelved January 22, 1972)
We were disturbed to note the article "Bolivia and the Split 1in the
International Committee" which appeared 1in the November 1971 1ssue of

the VANGUARD NEWSLETTER, '

‘The artlcle,~represéntingtheophtf‘Actlon Committee of Canada.
1on of the VANGUARD NEWSLETTER Com- : We are writing this letter in the
mittee, charts a political course : hope of opening up a discussion by

. which in our opinion leads away from ;| North American Trotskylsts on the

a perspective that was jolintly  question of Bollvia, and the serious
apgreed to by the VNC and the Labor . political differences ralsed by the
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OCI and SLL 1in the ranks of the
International Committee,

parts would lead to our joint par-
ticipation in a conference of the

International Committee, whichwould :

include the OCI and SLL. It 1s
clear that VNL holds a number of

serious political disagreementswiﬂmé
On this question the LAC

the POR.
does not share common ground with

you comrades.

Throughout the article, "Bolivia |
and the Split in the International
Committee", you comrades treat the :

question of Bollivia as Af it were
among the metropolitan countries,
wherein the essential democratic
tasks had been completed.
not the case,

opment by the dominance of the
. United States,
fallen prey to the junior grade
imperialism of Chile, Brazil and
Argentina, all of which in their
turn tend to fall into the US
"orbit of influence."

The fledgling attempts of the Tor-!
res regime to make a break with US :
imperiallsm could only have strength- !
ened the working class through the !
strengthening of democratic institu- :

tions in which the legal workers

organizations, including the Popular
For the POR

to rely on Torres to consummate the §

Assembly, could thrive,

bourgeois revolution (a task that

could only be carried through by the

working class dictatorship) would

have been incorrect and would have 5
amounted to a rejection of the Per- |

manent Revolutlon, the theoretical
underpinnlings of Trotskyism. To

reject the position that the working
class has a legitimate interest in |

the exclusion of imperialist inter-
ests (whether they take on a ™ation-
al" coloratlion, or represent the
direct intrusion of imperialist
troops) is to reject Trotskyism.
Throughout the article runs the
misconception that at the time of
the Bolivian right-wing coup it was
possible that the working class of
Bolivia could assume and hold power.
Glven the overall situation inlLatin
America, we feel that this would
have been, and still is, an incor-

We would |
hope that such a discussion on our

This 1s |
Bolivlia not only has | .
been held back from bourzeols devel-

it has historically ?

rect evaluation_of the situation.
While the overall curve of world

capltalism continues in a downward .

direction, it does not preclude
reversals and retrenchments for the
workling class. In the major Latin
American countries, such a develop-
ment has occurred, Because of the
wretched status of Bollivlia under the
thumb of imperialism, the needs of
world capltalism dictate that even
the weakest democratic elements
(such as Torres) must be crushed,
The spark of the bourgeols revolu-
tion kindles the flame of the pro-
letarlian revolution, This, long
knowledge to imperialism, does not
seem to be perceived by Trotskylsts
in New York City and London.

The development of the Bolivian
soviet in the form of the Popular
Assembly represented the embryonic
dual power that could have led to
the dictatorship of the proletariat
on a continental basis, Of neces-
sity, because of the unfavorable
objective situation, this was a
struggle that would be of a pro-
tracted nature,

Because of the political immaturity
of sections of the Bolivian working
class, there existed wide-spread
illusions concerning the ablility of
the Torres regime to insure indepen-
dence from US imperialism. This the
POR fought against concretely by
taking up the fight to alter class
relations, The POR fought for the
creation of the Popular Assembly,as
well as the independent arming of
the masses, These were concrete
steps that prepared the way for the
soclialist revolution in Latin America
by taking such a course, the working
class through 1ts own experiences
could leave the bourgeols natlonal-
ists such as Torres 1n the dustbin
of history. It is only by the fight
for working class self-interest that

! ‘the consciousness of the working

class can be altered.
‘" At no time did the POR seek to tle

the working class to the government

f of Torres, to place the working

class under the leadership of the

5 bourgeois nationalists, or to spread

1llusions that Torres could lead a

é democratic (by necessity working

class) transformation of the country.
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All the POR did was to realize . to joln withus in a fraternal dis-
that the Torres government to a i cussion leading to our joint partici-
limited desree could carry outdemo-; pation In a united conference of the
cratic tasks, but because of its i International Committee,
bourgeols nature could not consummate | For you comrades to publish a
the bourgeois revolution, What's : statement attacking the OCI and POR,
so awful about that? Is it differ- | violates our previously arrived at
ent from saying that the working i agreement on a perspective toward
class has an interest In the defeat | the International Committee. You
of US imperialism, and its Salgon : comrades seem to believe in making

allles, evenat the handsof the NLF,: statements first and discussing them
which pledges a capltalist govern- | later with your fraternal organiza-

ment? Would we imagine that the : tions, All we have done thus far 1is
Chinese working class hadno inter- | to express disagreement with VNL's
est in the defeat of the Japanese @ unllateral actions, and continue to
even by the army of the Kuomintang? : affirm our previously stated perspec-
This comrades, has nothing to do i tive toward the IC.

with capitulation to the Kuomintang,: We are carrying out a discussion
to the NLF or to Torres, - Wwiththe organizations and support-

It 1s the POR, and the OCI which | ers of the IC. This we hope will
supported it,who are the true inter- ;| include the SLL, This does not
nationalists. The POR opposed the : violate cur fraternal relations, as
adventurlsm of the Pabloist guerrilla : ‘at one time this was your perspec-
war perspective; fought the ultra- =~ tive, Obviously you comrades have
lefts who would have led the Boli- | serlous differences, We would urge
vian working class to a blood bath | you to ralse them in the context of
with the calling of armed insurrec- : a discussion in the International

tion; sought to protect the demo~ | Committee. To do otherwise would
cratic conditions under which the i be criminal, If following the dis-
Popular Assembly thrived, and was : cusslions the differences still cut
developing as an organizing central | deeply, a split might be justified.
of the Latin American socilalist ¢ Not untill then.

revolution, : Even from your comrades' viewpoint,

Followlng our article on Bolivia : a discussion in the ranks of the
in the October issue of LABOR ACTION : International Committee could draw
we have concluded that the essential | elements in your direction.
political approach of that article : We really don't understand why you
was incorrect. We urge you comrades : have made this unilateral move, if
to make the same assessment, { you claim to be Internationalists.

We urge you comrades to consider |
these questions we have raised and ' Fraternally,Labor Action Committee

* #* : 3 #* 3

Dear Comrades, February 9, 1972

Any organization which deslignates 1tself as "Trotskyist" must attempt
to deal with political realities if it 1s not to forfelt its credibil-
ity as a "revolutionary" organization. )

It is clear, however, that the - _ of the 0CI-led portion of the now
Labor Action Committee (LAC) of = . divided International Committee
Canada has permitted the organiza- : (IC) of the Fourth Internatlonal,
tlonal question to dictate its pol- : The LAC has elevated the organiza-
itics. It evidently hopes to ob-  tional side of pollitics above the
taln a franchise from the Organiza- essentlially political, We, in con-
tion Communiste Internationalliste : trast, have drawn the political
(OCI) to become a Canadian section ' lessons from the Bolivian filasco
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in determinlng our relationshlp . ourselves would be able to attend

with other organizations, A re- - ! the Fourth Conference of the IC on
view of our past relationship with : the basls of our essentlal agree-

OCI is in order, i ment with the 1966 IC perspectives -

Cde, Turner met with certaln lead- | document and on the need to recon-
ers of the OCI for informal discus- | struct the Fourth International,
sions in Parls in the summer of i orlglnally broached to Cde, Turner,
1970 and presented them with all | was once again raised a few months
of VANGUARD NEWSLETTER's published i ago, At that time, we looked for-
material, These dlscussions, cor- : ward to a struggle at the Confer-
respondence that immediately follow-: ence for our politics, a split be-
ed and articles in OCI publications, : -tween the SLL and OCI and a poss-
"La Verite" and "Informations Ouv- : ible unity with the OCI and its

rieres" established that the OCI | adherents in an international or-
had serlious political differences . ganlzatlon on the basis of a clear
with the Socialist Labour League i and’ sufficlent programmatic agree-
(SLL) of England and the Workers : ment. It was thls and only this

League (WL) in this country. The | perspective which was "jointly
OCI gave sympathetic consideration | agreed to" by the LAC and ourselves,
to our position on the Negro ques- : You accuse us of "making state-
tion and on the Canadian national | ments first and discussing them
question. It took a position,close-: later" with you. What are the
ly approximating our own, that the | facts? In September and October -
so-called "Arab Revolution" was in : both organizations were in polit-
reality a petty-bourgeois national-: ical agreement on Bollvia. Our.
1st movement. It refused to subor- @ September issue reprinted the LAC's
dinate the Indochlinese revolution : analysis and followed it in October :
to Stalinist betrayal, as did the | withan article by Cde. Davis which
WL and SLL under the sloganof "Viec- : did not fundamentally differ from
tory to the NLF", (We, of course, | the LAC's position. But then the
are for the military victory of all : November issue of "Labor Action"
forces of an underdeveloped:country : arrived. You had used two of 1ts
which struggle against imperialist ! four pages to reprint Lora's apol-
oppression.) ! ogetics for the sorry role of his.
Aside from an exchange of publl- | partido Obrero Revolutlonario (POR).
cations and correspondence in this : You had embraced him as a comrade

connection, we heard nothing fur- - . without a word of criticism and.
ther from the OCI until a few months : without disassoclating yourselves
ago, as you are well aware, We "t from his position,

kept you completely informed of our We then called and informed you
dealings with OCI by letter and tele-: of our profound dissatisfaction
phone. As our correspondence to . with this action which underminded
you and others will affirm, we con- | your and our position on Bolivia,

sidered the OCI leaders to be "or- : At that time, we also informed you
ganlzational opportunists" in that | that we considered Bolivia to be a
they refused to conduct a struggle ; watershed between the revolutionary
agalnst the rulnous pollitics of the : Marxists and the opportunists. In
SLL and WL for thelr own political | 4 similar way the German debacle of
line and for a democratic-centralist : 1933 1lluminated the bankruptcy of
IC, We also made clear to you that | the Communist International. We told
the 0OCI's opportunismon the organl-: you then that a tactical silence

zational question--which you are - | on Bolivia would make us access-
now emulating--its light-minded i ories to a betrayal, that we could
attitude to political 1ssues, meant : no longer consider attending the
that, even in the event of an or- : 0CI-organized conference save as

ganizational realignment, a continu- : observers, and then only on the

ing struggle against its opportunist @ possibllity that we would be able

tendencles would be required, . to present our case agalnst the
The possibility that the LAC and POR and OCI for having, through
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their opportunism, ruined a prom-
- 1sing proletarilan revolutlonary :
opportunity, When you informed ‘us

that a majority of the LAC members :.

now leaned to Lora, we volunteered !
to send a delegate to Canada to
fight for our position on Bollivia,
And then silence! No further commu-:
nication from you for a full month!

‘On December 12, 1971, you finally ;

made a’ collect telephone .call in |
response to our several calls only |
to inform us that the LAC was now
in full agreement with Lora and the :

OCI! The facts demonstrate that it
18 you who have changed your posi- !
tion--after first determining what :

would be acceptable to the 0CI--
without discussion with us., Your
decision to unite with the 0CI,
whatever 1ts politics--as if this

had been our position--is in actu- |

allty a "statement first" by you

to be discussed "later." ;
The Bolivian defeat was a severe !

-setback, not only for the Latin-

American working class but also for |

the world proletariat. We belileve :

that the centrist politics ofLora's :

POR played a fatal role there. Its j

strong base in the working class
and especially among .the miners is :
attested to by its having won 20%
or more of the representation in
the Popular Assembly which 1t had |
been instrumental in creating, But
1t held and sowed 1llusions, as we
have shown, that the military Bona- :
partlst regime of Torres would move :
left ala Castro under the pressure :
of the masses, Instead of fighting
for a proletarian revolutionary :
policy which could unite the workers :
1t became a brake on the revolution,:
You now try to"explain" this be-
_ havior on the basis that Bolivla
'is a backward instead of a metro- . :

“'politan countryand that the.Boliv- :

lan working class, in view of the
overall situation In Latin America,
“¢éuld not "assime and hold power. *
" Read Trotsky'!s The New Course.

“You will find theTe his conviction . -

trtat had Zinoviev and Kamenev suc-
ceeded in preventing the Bolshevik
barty from leading the proletariat
to power in October, excuses very
Simllar to those now given for
Bolivia would have been made for

© .third -largest,
" “tlons -and against the left ln gen-

Russia--about its backwardness, weak-
ness and 1solation and, therefore,
of the unreadlness of the proletar-
iat to "assume and hold power."

As Cde, Davis pointed out, the
key to a workers revolution in a
backward country 1s the alliance
.with the peasantry., As the "NY
Times" dilspatch of January 28,1972,
indicates, the situation of the
peasants, given land in the 1952
revolution, had greatly deterlorated.
‘The army, representing the bourgeol-
sle and landowners, must be won to
the cause of the working class., But
Lora and the POR, not having the
"misconception that the working
class of Bolivia could assume and
hold power" did not function as
revolutionary Marxists in elther
case, Yes,  they called for the
arming of the masses, but only to
protect the Torres regime from
Banzer, And then, logically, and
as Lora himself testifles, Lora and
the POR walted as prayerful suppll-
cants for Torres to arm. them, The
working class was disoriented be-
cause the POR did not fulfilll its
responsibllity toglive revolutionary
leadershlp to the workers. This
fallure of Lora and his POR 1ls
placed on the workers--a majority
of whom it seems dld not follow
it--or on "objective conditions.n

If Lora had been a revolutionist
of the school of Lenin and Trotsky,
he would have won the workers by
differentiating the POR from the
Communist Party and other soclal-
opportunists and exposed them by
calling upon them to take the power,
to form a workers' government, In-
stead, Lora followed policles which
encouraged these opportunists to
embrace the POR.

Now the Lora POR has-qorganized a
"united anti-imperlalist'". popular
front with sectlons of the Bolivian
bourgeolsie on the basis that

s nfascism" now-rules in_ Bolivia. A
i strange:tsort of fascism! ., In 1965,

the Indonesian ruling c¢lass, using
Moslem religion, unleashed petty-
bourgeois and lumpen elements against
the Communlist Party, the world's
its mass organiza-

eral, Estlmates on the resulting
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slaughter range from 500,000 to a
million., In Bolivia, however, the
same "NY Times" report indlcates

that the trade unions are intact,

that the Banzer regime, fearing the
reaction of the miners, cannot de-
nationalize the tin mines, Banzer,

fearing a reaction of the peasants :

against higher prices, cannot de-
value the currency. On December 12,
while informing us of your politiecal
flip-flop on Bolivia, you also stat-
ed that you stilll agreed with our
analysis that a right Bonapartist
and not a fasclist regime ruled in

Bolivia, But the latter conclusion :

1s the theoretical justification
for the popular front! Even had
fascism conquered, Trotskyists would

have fought it with the weapons of §

the proletarian revolution and not

by a bloc wlth the bourgeolisie for 2

"democracy" first, as Lora does,
He repeats the policies of Menshev-
ism which ruined the Chlnese and
Spanish revolutions: unity with
the "national" boursgeolsie for
"democracy" or against "imperialism"
first, the soclalist revolution
later, 1.e,, never!

It is a fundamental axiom of the

Permanent Revolution that, although S

the working class of a backward
country can lead the peasantry in
a soclalist revolution, it cannot
retain power without the victory
of the revolution in the advanced
countries,

The soclalist revolution in Bo-
livia would not have been isolated,
The Chilean workers and peasants
"next door" with the example of Bo-

IN DEFENSE OF TROTSKYISM

livia to follow would also have
broken through the confines of the
Allende popular front to the soclal-
ist revolution, As things now stand,
the hopes of the Chilean masses in
the Unidad Popular are being dissi-
pated. Instead of the soclalist
revolution, the overthrow of the
Allende regime by reactlionary and
fascist elements 1s on the agenda,

The military Bonapartist regime
in Peru, which claims to be making
a new kind of "natlonal" revolution,
would have also been quickly toppled
given a Bolivlian example,

All of Latin America would have
followed and sparked the revolution
in other underdeveloped and advanced
countries. US and world imperilalism
and 1ts compradore elements would
have tried to stop the revolutionary
process as they did at the time of
the Russian Revolution. But, imperi-
allsm, now considerably weaker,
would never have succeeded, given
a revolutionary leadership,

It 1s imperative that "interna-
tionallists" work to create Jjust
such a leadership against all the
opportunists who are assembled 1n
so-called "Fourth Internationals."
We shall win thelr healthy elements
in this way, not by adapting to and
Joining the opportunists, as the
LAC 1s now doing.

Fraternally, VANGUARD NEWSLETTER

"""""" The next installment ofourseries

"Fundamentals of Capitalist Crises",
will appear in our March issue,

A Revolutionary Opposition at the SWP Convention - by David Fender

The following are two speeches given at the conventilon of the Soclalist
Workers Party on August 9,1971, by myself,the delegate of the Communist

Tendency (CT).

It was at this conventlon that the
strugzgle of the CT against the right-
centrist politicsof the SWP came to
a culmination., This struzgle had
its origins at least back to 1967
when I myself wrote a document,
"Remarks on the Antiwar Movement,"
criticizing the party for making "an

adaptation to certailn petty-bour-
geols currents'" in the antiwar move-
ment which was the party's maln area
of activity at that time. This doc-
ument,in spite of its limitations,
seemed to have scratched a major
political nerve in that 1t drew a
venomous response from one of the
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party's top leaders,Tom Kerry. The
politics of Kerry's document, to

which I replied inthe preconvention

~discussioen im-1969, served only to
further show the SWP's departure-
" from Marxism, This combined with
Kerry!'s total light-mindedness--
outright distortion, unprincipled
political amalgams, name calling,
and phrasemongering,the old stand-
bys of all political hacks--demon-
strated the extent of the SWP's
degeneration and againthe abhsolute
incorrigibility of its leadership.
Here it 1snot necessary to repeat

the analysis of the degenerationof é

the SWP made in the CT's documents:

"Historical Rootsofthe Degeneration §
of the Fourth International and of :

the Centrism of the SWP--For a Re-
turn to the Proletarian Road of
Trotskyism" and "The International
Situation: An Initial Assessment."
Here, suffice it to be said, the

1nability of the CT to win the lead-:

ership of the SWP at the last con-
vention and the CT'S subsequent
expulsion, did not c¢onsummate the
degeneration of the SWP, Thils

degeneration took place many years ;

“before even my first salvo at the
1967 convention. Unlike most ten-

dencles, we of the CT did not think |

that the sun rose and set for the
SWP with our comling and colnsg.
understanding of the nature of the

SWP was,at the outset, not only that :
its leadership was incorrigible, but |

that the SWP 1tself was unreform-
able., In fact, we had predicted
our early expulsion from the very

berinning of our existence and did :

S0 openly on the branch floor as

well as on the floor of the conven-.

there was

tion. In other words,

no doubt in our ranks that the SWP :
could not and would not become the :
Bolshevik partyof the USA and that :
that party would only be built out-

side the ranks of the SWP.

~ But comling to such a concluslon
does’'not permit a simple minded
"see you later" attitude,.
iriside or out, the SWP--and the

Fourth International of the United
Secretariat (US) which the SWR sup-.

ports--would be a political oppo-
nent, Therefore, we had the
obligation to use every lever at

Qur ;

. Whether %'

our disposal to politically expose
the bankruptcy of the SWP's leader-
ship and attempt to win as many
forces as possible to our ranks,
For the CT the.SWP conventlon pro—
vided us with such a lever,

Because of the nature of ‘the SWP
then,our continued existence inside
had to be: calculated as If we were
carrying out an entry tactic, -How
long one should remain inside and
the manner in which one chose to
leave were then tactical questions,
but very important ones inasmuch
as they could mean the difference
between remainineg in 1solation for
some time or breaking out of the
1solation and laying the basls for
an effective politlcal strugsgle in
the future, The majority decision
of the CT on when and how to leave
the SWP,unfortunately, did not lay
the basis for any effective pollt-
lcal struzgle but, on the contrary,
played right into the hands of the
SWP leadership,

In 1ight of this crucial error
and the subsequent refusal of the
majority of the CT to fuse with
VANGUARD NEWSLETTER, in splte of
basic political aesreement, an
assessment must be made of the na-
ture of the CT and 1its strusgle,

Most of the comrades who would
comprise the CT jolined the party
only a few months before the pre-
convention discussion opened up 1n
May, 1971. They had been active in
the YSA and had become critical to
one degree or another of the YSA's--
and therefore the SWP's--politics
and had even waged a flght on sever-
al questions in the YSA. For this
reason they were attracted to some
of the comrades who were to form
the Proletarian Orientation Tendency
(POT). But the future CT comrades
became disillusioned with the would-
be leadership of the POT for their
lack of seriousness toward program
and undemocratlc procedures,

The POT leadership in attempting
to limit their tendency to the
single, essentially apolitical
issue of proletarian orientation--
the actual physical placement of
comrades in industry--tried to ex-
clude certain individuals who they

feared would ralse political ques-
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tions with which they were not in . .
- agreement or with which they were
incapable of dealing, Therefore,
they attempted to exclude arbit-
rarily certain comrades--including !
myself--in splte of the existence ' !
of essential principled political
agreement with the basic "program"
of the POT. ;
In 1967 and 1969 most of the

future POT leaders agreed or ex- i
pressed some sympathy with the doc- !
uments I wrote criticizing the '
party. Nevertheless, from 1967 on, !
they rejected my proposal to organ-:
1ze a political tendency. They

preferred instead to pretend to be :

party loyalists and line people up ;
behind the scenes. :
After the 1969 convention, how—
ever, things began to change, and
I looked forward to the 1971 con-
vention--somewhat nalvely as 1t
turned out--with the perspective
of participating with them in a
natlionwide tendency that would
challenge the SWP on the major :
political questions. But the future !
leaders of the POT refused to break
with their essentlally organization-
al approach to politics and proceed-
ed to arbitrarily orzanize an apol-!
itical tendency around a tactical,
organizational question, some of
them even going so far as to re- ‘
cant their supportof the documents :
I had written. They sought the ;
image of hard working,party loyal- |
ists and wanted nothing to do with ;
those comrades the party had ostra- :
cised and branded "lncurable sect-
arlans," "willd adventurists,” etec, °
They feared that these comrades :
would,by ralsing the political ques-:
tions,frighten away elements to the :
right of the POT as well as the r
politically uninitiated whom the
POT leadership was trying to woo.
They not only acqulesced to the
slanders of the party leadershilp :
but used them, as well as a few of :
thelr own, to justify their arbilt-
rary exclusion of certailn comrades :
from their tendency. 3
The adaptation to the party lead-;
ership on both organizational and |
political questions exposed a
streak of opportunism in the POT
leadership. The attempt to form

as large a tendency as possible
resulted not only inan undemocratic
structure, but a mishmashof diamet
rically opposed political orienta-
tions which couldonly characterize
the POT as an unprincipled bloec.

In contrast to the POT leadership,
the cadres that were to form the
CT took a serious attitude toward
the political questions facing the
party and the organizational prob-
lems that were posed 1n carrying
out a politically responsible and
principled strusele,

The comrades of the CT at first
attempted on several occaslons to
form a bloc with the ocmrades of
the POT on the principled basls of
agreement with the basic tenets of
the POT's first document, making
clear all the whille our specific
and general differences with the
document, We wanted to fight for
our ideas inside a common tendency
and to win the tendency as a whole
to our ideas, Thls was our approach
up and until the POT made its formal
declaration, defining itself as
"clearly support/ing/ the positions
taken by the SWP on the developing
mass movements.," At thls polnt,we
had no choice but to disassoclate
ourselves completely fromthe POT's
open political capitulation to the
SWP leadership., Ve, therefore,
submitted the document we had been
working on as a counterresolution
to the resolutions of both the party

leadership and the POT,
The late appearance of this docu-

ment has to be consldered as one
of the prime reasons for the weak-
ness of the CT, the responsibility
for which must fall squarely on my
shoulders, Without our ideas on
paper, the POT and the party lead-
ership were able to avold and plead
ignorance of our ideas, In political
struggle, time 1s of the essence.
If the opportune moment 1is not
selzed or if one 1s unprepared to
take the initlative when the moment
presents itself, a strugegle can be
lost, regardless of how correct or
powerful one's political position is,
Herein lles one of the major factors
in the 1isolation and small size of
the CT, By the time our document
appeared,the battle lines had been
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.drawn; . trenches dug and major bat-
‘8les eoncluded.  Our document as
-well as our presentations at the
recardless of ‘thelr
‘merit, appeared only as a mlnor

l secondary .front of the political

war -raging in the party.
" The enforced isolation had its
effect, The isolation combined

- with the inexperience of most of 5
- the CT cadre transformed what began
.48 a healthy blt of irreverence on :

the part of this cadre into a self-

defeating cynicism toward not only
the party but the cadre of the POT .
. as well. §
the point that one comrade opposed :

Thls developed even to

sending a delegate to the conven-
tion,

its opposite, that is, the CT began

to become a sect, an in-group, self-§
righteous and self-satisfled, This !

was evident in many ways even at
the conventlion where, for example,
"the alternate delegate refused to
take the floor but once out of a
possible four or five opportunities,
This growing malignancy in the

“CT was reflected in an internal :
struggle that broke out before the |

convention between myself and some
~of "the ‘other comrades.
beginning of our collaboration, I

projected the perspective--without
objection-~that we should use our

posltion as a'recognized minority--
delegate status at the convention--

as a stepping stone to the launchlng‘

of ‘a struggle in the International.

This perspective was based not only :

on our need to establish interna-
tional contacts but also to aild the
development of revolutionary part-
les in the crucial arena of Europe.
That the SWP leadership would not

allow our participation in the pre-é
World Congress discussion which had

opened up and that the leadership

would take punitive ‘measures, 1, e.,§

expulsion for any attempt to do so,
was of little doubt to any of the
comrades, If the attempt to submit
the international document, however,
brouzrht about our expulsion, so be
1t, 1nasmuch as such an expulsion
vWOuld provide uswith the best pos-
sible grounds for continued polit-
1eal . struggle agalnst both the SWP

The CT and its determination §
to struggle began to be turned into ;

At the very §
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and the "Fourth International" ‘it
supports. (That the SWP leadership
was prepared to move agalnst us on
this score, proved to be the case,
as can be seen from the first" part
of the major address which folléws,
in whichI answer Kerry's attempt to
censure our participation in advince,
Kerry's remarks were in answer to
an extemporaneous speech I gave at
the convention prior to the two
speeches printed here and a docu-
ment of the CT in which we declared
our intentions to participate in
written form in the International
discussion,)

As the end of our struggle in the
SWP approached, the cyniclsm of cer-
tain comrades began not only to be
reflected in our political struggle
but also 1n our perspective., A
position began to be put forward
to get out of the party regardless,
Thls was based mainly on personal
wants and desires, and no alternat-
lve political analysls was presented
as a justification for the change
in perspective., Getting. out became
the overriding personal concern as
can’ be seen from a question .one of
the comrades posed, "But what if
they don't throw us out for: sub-
mitting a document to the Inter-
national discussion; what do we do
then?" The internatlonal document
was seen not as an instrument of
further struggle but only as a
method for forcing our expulslon,

‘But even this was not 1nsurance ;

enousgh nor quick enough for the 1m-
patient comrades who finally won a
majority, Thus was drawn up and
presented the statement. of the GT
which led to our expulsion, While
the statement might have been-
viewed with some curiosity by a
Bolshevik orzanization, it would
not have been the basis for ex-
pulsion, In the SWP, however, 1t
was enough to get the response -
from the officilaldom of the SWP
that the authors had consciously

tried to elicit,
I ardently opposed the state-

ment and characterlzed it as "fool-
ish and childish." With the pre-

. sentatlon of this statement, the
. polltical struggle we had led up

to then was abandoned, and the
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growth of the self-righteous and
purist attitudes of the in-group
continued unabated and insured
the ultimate death of the CT.

The cynicism even found its re-
flection in the administrative
functioning of the CT. The com-
rades outside of Boston,
ple, were merely informed of what
the majority had declded if they
were informed at all. _

To the above must be added at
least two more lngredients: the
milieu in which the struggle in
the SWP took place and the back-

ground of the CT cadre. The milleu g

was almost 100% petty-bourgeois.

If the SWP recruits a worker today.f

it 1s entirely by acclildent, since
all of the SWP's work 1s done in
the petty-bourgeols milieu, and
therefore, the petty bourgeoisie

make up the overwhelming percentage:

of 1ts cadre. It isfrom this same

petty~bourgeois milieu that the CT é
cadre themselves were recrulted. A :
struggle in thls milieu is distorted :

from the very beginning. No one
loves or can better toot his own
horn than the petty bourgeolsle

or aspiring petty bourgeoisle, and :

the petty-bourgeols milieu rein-
forces such traits all the more.

Personal ambltions become the deter-§

mining factor for the political
line and not the objective neces-

sitles of the working class struggle.?

The primacy of political program

1s replaced by the infectious petty-§

bourgeols disease of megalomania,
and the organizatlon becomes his
vehicle for an extended "ego trip."

¥* #*

for exam- !

The CT was not immune to this
disease, and as one of the comrades
remarked at a CT meeting, "There 1s
enough ego in this room to sink a
battleship." Indeed there was, and
it 1s proving to be more than enough
to sink the CT "Titanie."

The refusal of the majority of
the CT to unite with VANGUARD NEWS-
LETTER, after basic political agree-
ment had been reached, character-
izes it as a petty-bourgeols tend-
ency, the leaders intent on inflat-
ing thelr own egos by attempting to
set up their own shop. But even
petty-bourgeois shopkeepers need
some capital., The personal ambi-
tions of the present leadership of
the CT, however, wlll never let the
remnants of the CT get out of debt
to their own egos. It is hoped
that a few of the comrades will
learn from their experience and
make thelr way back to revolution-
ary polities.

The POT will not be able to filnd
any consolation in the demise of
the CT for the very same fate awalts
it and for baslcally the same rea-
sons. Here too it 1s hoped that
many of 1lts cadres wlll correct
their course and take up the pro-
letarian road of Trotskylism.

The followlng speeches that were
glven on behalf of the CT at the
SWP convention, then, represented
the last healthy struggle by the
CT for a revolutionary program and
party. After the conventlon the
CT abandoned serious political
struggle to deal in the small change
of personalitles,

* 3*

August 9, 1971, A, M.

In the discussion on the branch floor back in Boston, Comrade Camejo
claimed with self-righteous indlgnation that Comrade Maltan was out to
"lynch" the Argentinean grouping of Verdad at the coming World Congress,

We must disagree with this esti-

mation, The Verdad grouping of
Argentina along with the group of
Samarakkody in Ceylon, a group in
Germany that now calls itself the
IKD /International Communist of

Germany/ and two groups in England S
~--one around Ken Coates and another :

that now calls itself the Revolu-

tionary Communist League (RCL)--
were all lynched at the last World
Congress In 1969 with the considered
help of the SWP.

All these groups had one thingin
common, They were, to one degree
or another,in disagreement with the
International leadership. They dis-
agreed and they were lynched!
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so-called sympathizing group, be-=

cause,it was somehow decided, that ;
it was not the majorlty groupingln
Argentina, In Germany,on the other

hand, the International leadershilp !
: .Not only was he not allowed to at-

attempted'a maneuver to keep the ma}j

ority of the section from being able |
to take over the leadership of the :
section, At a national congress of !
the German sectlon, there was almost
a deadlock,and so the congress dis-:

banded without coming to any con-

crete decisions in order to continue :

discussion, In the meantime, the :

faction led by the Berlin comrades“§

galned a majority. The- comrades

supported by the International.now‘?

in the minority,refused to allow a
. /Revolutionary Soclalist League/ was

% at that time- the official section

re-electlion of delegates in order
that they might retaln the leader-

ship--later even resorting to expel-:
- 1ing some comrades of the Berlin fac-|
tion 1n order to regaln a_majority.g

In Ceylon,Cde, Samarakkody wrote
-such a scathing criticlsm of ‘the
personal character and pglitical
wheellng-and-deallng of Cde, Bala
Tampoe that the International. has
yet to release its contents to the
comrades of the International, It

was printed in an International Dis-|
i the only minority with a counter-
i 1ine document to that of the Inter-

cussion Bulletin for leaderships
only, Cde, Samarakkody was reported

to have made some organlzational mis-:
i spite of its disciplined attitude,

{ huge majority and historlcal clailm
i to the right of being the officlal
. sectlon, wasg dropped to the status
. of sympathizer along with the IMG.

. The maneuver consisted of having no
: offlclal section, then working hand
i and foot with the IMG and then,rec-

takes and was,therefore,reduced to
that familiar statuscﬂ'sympathlzer
The lynching of the English com-
rades was even more blatant. Both
groups referred to earlier had been
" expelled bureaucratically from the
IMG /International Marxist Group/.
First was the Ken Coates grouping

mainly 1n Nottingham and then a mi-:
{ section.

nority mainly concentrated in London
and Bristol. This latter group was
expelled--not long after a natlonal
convention at which they put forth a

counter line--on trumped14:charges,;

which were never proven and didn't
have to be proven according to the
leadership of the IMG. They were
not running a bourgeols court, and
circumstantial evidence was suffil-
clent,

These two groups tried to exer-
cise their democratic right by
sending a common delegate to the
World. Congress to plead thelr case,

The Verdad group was reduced to a

. in the least surprising.
. as we polnted out in our document

! has,since WWII and as cle%rly stat-
. ed by Cannon in'the speech
i to by Cde.
~ consistently opposed the 1dea of a

After traveling from England to
Italy, this comrade was met at the
traln station by several of the
leaders of the International and
after a couple of hours was told to
take the next train.backto England.

tend the Congress;, he was not even
allowed to represent the two expell-
ed groups at the Britlish commission
set up by the Congress, This 1s
the same World Comngress that went
on to declare the IMG the officlal
section in England! '

The IMG becoming  the officilal
section in England was in 1tself
the result of a lynching which had
occurred at the previous World Con-
gress, The group known as the_RSL

and a good four times larger than
the group which was to call itself
the IMG. The comrades of the IMG
could not get together with the RSL

i and refused to be a disciplined

! minority, splitting shortly after
i having fused with the RSL,
i Second Congress since reunificatlon

At the

in 1965, the RSL attended as. the

. official section from Britain. It

also had the distinction of being

national leadership. The RSL, 1in

ognizing the IMG as the offlcial

Such maneuvers were reallyrm dif-

§ ferent from.those carried on by the
5 International leadership under the

directlion of Pablo.
August 9, 1971, P, M.

Kerryts remarks here are not

Cde.
The SWP1

referred
Kerry, continually and



~ centrists,
proven once agaln our characteriza-:
tlon of you and the present leader-: shlp was busy dealing with dissent-
: ers on an organizational level.

: Japan is a typlcal example. The RCL
. /Revolutionary Communist League/

: according to Yamanishi,the founder

. of the Japanese section,
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democratic-centralist International,.
Kerry objects at the same :
time to the i1dea that the SWP lead-:
ership maintains a position of fed-:
eralism for the International. Then !
what kind of purebred,mongrel struc-:

But Cde.

ture do you propose for the Inter-
national? Cde. Kerry says we oppose

a democratlc-centralistjInternation-f

al at this time,ln this situation,
under these con condltions But he re-
fers to Cannon's speech of 18 years
280 and says the SWP's position has
not changed. We are continually
_told about how the whole world has
changed and how the néw world re-.
‘ality 1s closing in around us from
all sides,but as far as the struc-
ture of the International is con-
cerned, nothing has changed--the
SWP stands adamantly against any
democratic-centralist structure,
But what,Cde, Kerry, has changed
from the founding of the world
Trotskyist movement in 1938 to 1948

to Justify dropplng the democratic-: ‘
: Frank just happened to be Pablo's

: choice to inherit the leadership of

centralist character of the Inter-
- natlional? The Fourth International

was founded on'a democratic-central-:
i International in 1952, Pablo,Frank

. and Co.'s centrist politlcs went
i hand in hand with their bureaucratic
centrism,and things have not chang-

1st structure--a cornerstone of its
foundation. Cde. Trotsky spent the

. latter years of his life showing how

the democratic-centralist structure :
? ed to this day.

was the touchstone of the-difference
between real internationalists and
Cde. Kerry you have only

ship as centrists,

' What 1s it that changed between
1938 and 1948? At the Second World
Congress the Internatlional was
larger than it had: ever been, The
slze and strength of our own party
at the time can attest to that. Why
1s 1t that Cde. Trotsky argued for
a democratic-centralist structure
for the Fourth International that
was even weaker and faced even
gréater problems and isolation at.

its founding than the International |

did at the Second World Congress,

where the SWP opposed--and has con-é
tinually done so since--a democratic-

-centralist structure? Cde. Kerry,
1t is you who has some explaining
to do on this question, not Cde.
Plerre Frank,

I have no love for Cde. Plerre

Frank--personally and politically
Cde. Frank and myself get along like
two roosters in a gunny sack--and I ‘
resent that such a character along
with Mandel and Maltan can demagogi-
cally defend the positlon of demo-
cratic centralismin the Internation-
al. And theilr defense 1s just that
--demagogy! Thelr record of bureau-
cratic centralismin the Internation-
al would make even Jack-the-Ripper

shudder,
Under the point on the agenda,In-

ternational Discussion in the World
'g Trotskylst Movement,I showed how

these bureaucratic maneuvers have
not ceased 1n the least in the In-
ternational since the days Healy,

. Pablo and Co, rousted the majority
i of the English section and then went

i on to expel the majority of the

! French sectlon--both of which were

supported wholeheartedly by the SWP,
Just as they supported the lynching

? of those groups I mentioned at the

last World Congress. And dear Cde.

the rump French minority left in the

Even after the SWP started unity

. feelers /19577 with the IS /Inter-
' national Secretariat/ the IS leader-

ngent Ota to the 5th Congress
/19597. Pablo used this chance
to organlize his own private
faction 1n Japan through Ota...
Returning from France, Ota as-
sumed a very high-handed attitude,
especlally towards those comrades
who took a critical attitude
against the IS position on the
French crisis, Then he split away
from the Trotskylst League (now
RCL) and formed a small group...
starting slanders and falsifi-
cations of IC and !'Cannonites.'!
Despite the fact that RCL kept its
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contact with IS very faithfully,

Pablo systematically kept trying !
- ‘to help the Ota factlon,neglect- :

Ing or stopplng the malling of
correspondence and materlals to
*fRCL n. .

The only difference betwéen the

Japanese experlence and those of the |
‘comrades of Argentlna,Ceylon, Ger-
many and England at the last World !
Congress 1s that the latter had the !
offlcial sanction of the World Con-

gress, But the criteria has remained |
i British section,while,on the other

. hand, any and all organized minori-

a constant~-disagreement with the
‘leadership of the International
means "lynching", majority or no
majority, and in the cases of the

last World Congress mentioned above,:
the SWP was part and parcel to the :

lynching party.

There was one attempted lynching
at the last World Congress,however,:
that the SWP couldn't even tolerate,:
8ince the SWP 1tself risked getting
This was :
Peng Shu-:
~tse fromthe IEC /International Exec-!
utive Committee/ of the Internation-:
al., No doubt they will try again at

rope burns in the process,
the attempt to remove Cde,

the comlng World Congress,
But Cde.,

al gatherings as they were in the
Third International, Cde, Kerry:

uses thls weakness to glve warning 5
to the present minorities that they :
will not even be allowed to be rep-:

resented in the International in
writing, You,Cde, Kerry,

bly democratic consideration intoan :

excuse for a bureaucratic suppres- j

sion of the rights of minorities.
We,Cde, :
you as the "hHighest body."

and I, as a representatlive of the

Communist Tendency,

Kerry--like Cannon--does :
not oppose the bureaucratlc machin-:
ations of the International leader-:
ship;he opposes democratic central-;
ism, Cannon gave as one of his rea-:
sons for opposing democratic central-;
ism at this time,under these condi-:
tions,etc, ,the fact that minorities
cannot be represented at internatlion-;

turn Can-
non's objection based on an ostensi-:

Kerry,wlll not recosgnize :
For us :
the cadres of the International make :
up the highest body of our movement,:

‘stand here and :

from thils podium of the convention :
of the Soclalist Workers Party make °

an appeal to the rank and flle of
the Fourth International to defend

the right of minorities in: the Soc-

lalist Workers Party to intervene
and make alllances on an interna-
tional level as we see fit 1n the
International,

I urge the comrades of the Inter-
national who are here attending the
convention to note carefully how,on
the one hand,the SWP calls for the
formation of an international ten-
dency that will, no doubt, include
minorities of sections such as the

tles of the SWP are proscribed in
advance from any international col-
laboration.

Just as Cannon was a representa-~
tive of a minority faction from the
CP (USA) to the Third International,
we expect to at least be represented
through a written contribution,and
we demand that right and will submit
such a document to the leadershipof
the SWP- for publication in the
International discussion,

You,Cde,. Kerry,will be forced to
accept our contribution as within
the norms of internationalism and
thereby be embarrassed by its poli-
tical criticism or to deal with us
organizationally for submitting such
a document,thereby exposing your
inability to answer us politically
and forcing you to deal with us in
a bureaucratic way.

At the beglnning of our resolu-
tion, the Communist Tendency stated
that; '

"The major contradiction expressing
itself .inside the party today 1is
the discrepancy between the par-
ty's elaim to represent the heri-
tage of Lenin and Trotsky, i.e.,
Marxism,on the one hand, and the
‘ecrass opportunism represented in
its day to day political progran,
on- the other,m .

.We also stated that

"Every p-olj.tical activlty the party
enters into 1s done on a multi-
class basis, be it the women's
liberation movement under the
guise of tsisterhood,! the Black
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liberation movement under the

cuise of 'nationalism,’
.war movement under the gulse of

'non-exclusion,! the struzgle of
~ the Chicanos and other mlnorities
under. the guise of. tthird-world-

ism,! etc.
oories. have nothing in common.
" ‘with Marxism.®

Here 1s precisely the problem,

Unlike the PO /Proletarian Orienta-:
: have entered the antiwar movement on

tion/ Tendency, we do not say that

the party doesnot have a proletari-;
i The alllances these bureaucrats are

: making today and those we are making
i with them, will only serve the fu-
i ture by containing the working class

an orlentation because it 1is not
working in the working class, al-
though we think the party should be
in the working class, We say that

the party doesnot have a proletari-!
i begins to take place.
i calization deepens in the working
: class,
{ will be to "extend" :
i zatlon,not by rank and file action,
i but by continued blocinz with the

i bureaucrats in order to "reach"
: workers as we have done in the anti-

an orlentation because it does not
make a class analysis of the move-
ments 1t 1s participating in, and
hand in hand with this 1t does not
struggle for a working class line
in these movements,
If the party did make a class

analysis of these movements and if

it worked in these movements strug-'
i bloc wlth the bureaucrats is al-
: ready laid out in the present NC
: resolution in that we must
i fight the bosses,
i formula i1s undoubtedly to be filled

gling for a working class line,
there would be no question about the
party attempting to integrate itself
into the working class today,

But the party wlll,as we predict,

eventually turnto the proletariat--:
" eertaln labor leaders in the fight
i against the bosses,
- have been licked, we will be able

i to turn our attention to the labor
. bureaucrats.
. and can only lead the working class
: to-defeat,
. totally incapable of leading any

: successful struggle,and any effect-
' lve struagle against the bosses runs
: automatically headlong up azainst

i the labor skates.
: workers necessitates our warning and
{ preparing the workers from the begin-
i ning against the devious machina-

i tions of the trade union bureaucracy.
" Anything else would be a dereliction
* of our revolutionary duty.

i1t cannot avold it forever--but the
party will do so on the very same
basls that it now particlpates in
the present movements. The party
wlll turn to the proletariat with a
multi-class approach--tryilng as
Mandel in his neo-economics tries
to do--to redefine the proletariat,
incorporating within it not only
petty-bourgeols elements but also
elements that actually participate
in the exploitation of the prole-
tarlat, o .
- The party, in Cdes. Barnes!' and
Sheppard's document, now formally
endorses the economic theorles of
Mandel. While this comes.as no
surprise, it is the first time the
party has openly declared 1ts sup-
port for Mandel's neo-capltalist
theories., These theories lay the

basls for the party's future multi-
! movements are "l1ndependent" 1s never

' explained,

class approach in the labor movement,
This can be seen from the present

discussion where some comrades sup-:

the anti-:

These non-class ¢ate-!

. porting the leadership talk

about makinz a turn to the proletar-
lat oncewe have accumulated enough

ijcadres, while. other comrades sup-
: porting the leadership argue that
: our party 1s already working class

in composition,
Our multi-class approach will also

take the form--as it has already--of
{ blocing with the labor skates.,
i have already ‘withheld our criticism

We

of many first-class bureaucrats who

the heels of their bourgeols masters.

as the radicalization of the class
As thls radl-

the tendency of the party
this radicali-

the

war movement. .The formula for the

nfirstn
Thils algebraic

with the content of a bloc with

.Once the bosses

But this 1s utopila

The bureaucrats are

A struggle by the

" The multi-class approach to the

. exlsting movements has been justl-
: fled by the i1dea that these move-

ments are "independent." How these

. Are they "independent"
because of their class character?
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If they were working class in com-
osition, the party might be able

o answer yes., But since these move- !
“ients are made up predominantly of | when they ‘are fused with the class-
‘gtudents--a social layer in transi-:
tion according to Mandelian ecqﬁom-é

1es--the party would be hard put’ tor !

claim that such a movement as the

 antiwar movement was independent be- ! _
: but to ralse the Transitlonal Pro-

§ gram and struggle for the Transi-

cause of 1ts class character. The
only other criterion for declaring

thesé moveéments "independent® is on
‘the basis of thelr program. But the

party has claimed that these move-
ments are "independent" in spite of
their program, For example, .the

women's liberation work is being or- !
i uous demands so that we can reach

ganized at the present time around

the purely bourgeois-democratic de-':
mand of "repeal all abortion laws,":
What then 1s meant by the label "in.:

dependent"? - Since these movements

have neither a working class compo-
sition nor a working class program,
the only thinzg they seem to be "in-':
dependent" of 1s the working class, :

This is far closer to the truth than

what the party would have us believe,

i.e., that these developing move-

ments are somehow "independent" from :

capitalist politics, especlally
since no small share of capltalist
elements are partlcipatingln these

movements,
The party tries to claimor merelv

asgsert that these movements are "ob-:

Jectively" anti-capitalist simply
because they presently have found

expression outside of the normal in-.

stitutions of the capitalist order,
To be in the streets or to have an
extra-parliamentary character 1is
enough to give this or that movement
an "independent" character and
transform it into an "objective"
struggle against capitalism. Such
impressionism, devoid of any class
approach,defies the history of all
reform movements., Almost all great
reform movements under capitalism
have started outside the existing
Institutlions, some exploding onto
the scene in a flurry of violence,
But history has proven that they
will eventually elther die of their
own accord or from suppression or
will be accepted and integrated
Into the capitalist structure,
unless a revolutionary leadership

. ean 1ntervene with a working class
| program.

These movements for re-
form can only become "Independent"

struggle prozram of the working
class, - and 1t 1s the job of Marx-
ists to go into these movements,
not to be the best builders and
foot-soldiers for these causes,

tional Program. Instead, we go
into these movements to merely

! propagate to the masses. the demo-

cratic slogans raised in these
movements,many times even. regzressing,
that 1is,. adopting even more innoc-

even greater and greater masses,
This has been the case in the
antiwar movement,where we have gone
from organizing eommittees in 1966
for immediate withdrawal to the
present organizing of committees
for "peace", (Here we would like
to point out that the line of the
orzganization 1s not determined by
what 1t says 1t stands for but by
the actual line it puts into prac-

tice,)
Another example of our regression

~-in order to appeal to even great-
er masses--was the watering down
of the bourgeois-democratic demand
of free abortion on demand to mere-
ly repeal all abortion laws., Not
only do we not emter these organi-
Zatlions to fight for a class line,
that 1s, the Transitional Progranm,
but we capitulate even further to
the allen class pressures in these
movements 1n adopting the most un-
desirable demands being raised in
these movements., This 1is why we
say that the party's day to day
program 1s marked by crass oppor-
tunism,

How,or in what fashion the exist-
ing movements are "independent,"
we are never told. We are just
told they are--regardless of class
criteria--"independent" and "objec-
tive" struggles in thelr own right
against capitalism,

The new found or discovered "in-
dependence”" of all these movements
has found its expression in a new
Marxist concept--t"the combined char-
acter of the coming American revolu-
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tion." What on earth 1s the "conm-

bined character of the coming Amer-

ican revolution?" In Bostonwe were
told by Cde. Camejo that this was

the same thing Trotsky talked about%

about in the Historyof the Russian
Revolution when he discussed the

combined character of the Russlan
Revolution. But the combined char-

acter of the Russlan Revolutknlflow-f
i ward countries,

ed from the fact that Russia was a
backward country where two different
revolutions, the bourgeolis and the
proletarian, of two different his-
torical eras were combined due to

Russian ‘Revolution’ flowed from the

opment which 1s characteristic of
all backward countries, Surely the
‘leadership does not warit to claim
that the bourgeols revolution has
not been accomplished in the United
States! But that 1s, nevertheless;
the gist of their politics The

whole thrust of the day-to-day pollit- .
: 1calism which sees no need for tran-

ical program of the SWP revolves.
around democratlc slogans,
Democratic slopans--often called
democratic demands, 1n order to
equate them with transitional demands

as the SWP leadershilp does--are rap- :
' mislabeled "transitional." Transi-
i tlonal to what,nobody knww. If you
; are incapable of ralsing transitlion-
: al demands, -then you simply declde
. that partial or immediate or demo-
i cratlc slogans are transitional

1dly becoming the be-all and end-all
of our practical work. Transitional
demands are reserved, because of
their "too advanced" character,for
some future date when they will"
somehow come into their own, It 1is
true generally, today, that most
transitional demands can be only
propagandistic and not agitatlional;

but they can never become agitation—§
al unless there has been solid prop- :

agdnda work done beforehand in prep- : -
: eral allies,so we found a new "dem-

. ocratic demand"--repealcﬁ'abortion
: laws,

aration for events in which these
demands will be the program of the
coming revolution.

What 18 the correct way in which

ocratlic slogans, They express the
galns thé masses have made in strug-
gle,and we never abandon a position
once it has been achleved. Freedom
of speech 1s absolutely necessary

for the political organization of

the class,
have a primarily defensive charac-

% a soclalist revolution.

These demands,therefore, -

ter in the 1lmperialist countries,

.fascist or democratic,

In the backward countries they
represent the undone work of the
bourgeols revolution which must be
carried out by the proletariat in
Here they
are clearly combined with transi-

g.tional slogans in the combined char-

acter of the revolution in the back-
Here democratic.

slogans take on themselves a transl-
tional character since they are: an
integral part of the Permanent Revo-

%-lution
the unevenness of Russia's 4gvelop-§
‘ment, The comblned character of the i

In the advanced countries they
have a totally different character,
since they are designed to secure

theory of uneven and combined devel-?‘past gains for .the proletariat in
 order that 1t may pass over to the
i offensive more easily later on., The
. party's line 1s,however,that demo-
i eratic slozans are very 1mportant
i in-and-of-themselves and acqulre an
i equality or even superiority to tran-

i sitlonal demands.

This is the per-
spective only of petty-bourgeois rad-

sitional demands and the conquest of

% power,but only for an ever growing
- amelloration of present conditions,
. Thig was why the old slogan.of "free

abortions on demand" was so often

. This is the easy way out. This

?‘permitSLB to adapt ourselves with
i great ease to the petty-bourgeoisie

and still be "revolutionists.," Thus
"free abortion ondemand" proved to
be unacceptable to our feminist-11b-

These democratic demands, with

democratlc slosgans should be posed? ;| thelr mysterious transitional char-

First of all,we are not against dem- :
¢ of the old minimum program of the

* Social-Democracy on a new lower lev-
: el. The Transitional Program repre-
. sents In this case the "maximum pro-
- gram," which 1s continually being

acter,represent the re-incarnation

put off to a better day.
Treating "democratic demands" in

this unique way was the hallmark of
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the German emigre-"Trotskylsts",who
dreamt up the "Three Theses", and
gsaw "democratic demands" as belng

the content of the European Revolu-§
i adapt completely to the liberals in

.tion, which could not even ralse
‘the ideas of soclalism.
the policy of Shachtman, Goldman
and Morrow, These precedents ap-
parently hold no interest for the

NC,which proceeds on its merry way |

down the primrose pathof "democrat-g
: Galbrailth can see no contradiction

. between supporting our referendum

ic demands."
Trotsky, on the other hand, ap-

proaches this questionin a totally : an
: wonders how "ecritlcal," that is,

different way. ‘'Defense work has

been in the past a treasure garden ;
of purely democratic demands,where :
-we get .everybody to accept our right

to free speech, etc, No further

they would remove the democratic
character of the case,

stance of the Trotsky Defense Com~ :

mittee which sought,totally correct-:
i our 1inabllity to use democratic slo-

ly, to involve the maximum number

‘of bourgeols liberals,etc,,Trotsky :
proposed--in a letter to Shachtman :
! perspective,

and Novack which was totally ig-

nored--the establishment of support-:
‘ great use,but when exalted to an all

ing committees among the workers
as an area of political work to

build our party and put pressure
on the weak-kneed liberals, wilth-

out compromlsing necessary politi- :
This per-:
spectlive was not adopted and never :
has been, which 1s why our defense :

cal relations with them,

work today 1s so sterile and
routine,

Trotsky wrote in one of his last §

letters that we defend democracy

"by our own means," that 1s,by the °
Can !

methods of the class strugsgle,
anybody say that our defense work

today uses the methods of the class .
struegle? Our defense work is on an :

exclusively democratic basis,
- To use another example from the

such as. the 18-year old vote, but
only as a step in the "political

town,

Or take the referendum on the war,.
- revolutionary defeatist program,and

ahlch Cde. EHansen mentioned. Our

whole perspective should be to weak-

It was also :
: our demand,

political questions are ralsed since atlon was a wretched failure.

In the in- |

: country like Vietnam,
! i USA this demand does not have the
mobilization of the youth," not .as | f '
a means to adopt a legallstic elect-’
loneering attitude in every campus .
- namese for gself-determination which

. en the bourgeols state when giving
i this demand "critlcal support." It
: should not be our perspective,as 1t

was last year In Massachusetts, to
the hope that they might "approve"
The reason we support
this slogan was totally forgotten

'in order to effect a bloc with the

friendly liberals over this now con-
tentless slogan, When John Kenneth

and the McGovern-Hatfield Bill,one

political, our support is. In this
instance,due to the liberals' dls-
approvaJ.of independent 1nitilatives
inan election year,even this adapt-
The
referendum was greatly weakened, -

with our consent, and even then it
falled to win a majority for l1mme-
diate withdrawal. This illustrates

gans correctly,and our use of them
can illuminate no real long-term
Democratlc slogans
when advanced correctly can be of

1mportant status,they fall short--

. every time~ -ofmakins; any real gains,

By themselves they are a dead end.
If you want to get somewhere you
need a different approach, a class
struggle approach,the approach con-
talned in the Transitional Program,

We too, like Cde, Hansen, find a
lot of confusion over the question
of democratic demands., In fact, we
find his own explanation of demo-
cratic demands and their role a bit
of a confusion. The slogan of self-
determination for the Vietnamese,
given as an example of a democratic
demand by Cde. Hansen, shows clearly
the confusion. In Vietnam this

, 5 would be a bourgeols-democratic de-
Transitional Program, it speaks of :
support for even "limited" demands

mand which Marxists would advance .
and fight for as in any backward
But 4in the

character of a democratic demand.
The struggle 1s merely to recognize
the democratic right of the Viet-
must be reallzed in the USA by a

the slogans of revolutionary defeat-
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ism are a long way from the bour-

geols-democratic demands of the SWP.%

It is false, as well, for Cde,

Hansen to attribute the present szfuer-§

rilla line of the International lead-:
i Transitional Program,either in the

{ USA or the rest of the world. A
! typical example 1s the Middle East,

ership as having been the result of
a turn on the part of the Interna-
tional leadership., It 1s equally

false that the International leader-:
ship was able to win a majority in : :
i represents the Palestinian Kuomin-
guerrillaism due to the huge influx
: vik line., This is a political line

i that will lead to a simllar disaster

i as in Algerla where we falled to im-

the International for 1its line on

of ultra-left radlical youth after
May-June 1968,
The line being carried out today

by the International leadership was ;
i twice supporting,instead,bourgeois-

formulated as early as 1957 and

passed at the "Fifth World Congress":
i on the order of Fatah,

in 1958, Again this was after the

SWP began to attempt reunification.
The line of the SWP from reunifica-:
i Orlentation Tendency.

tion in 1963 up and untll almost

1969,was no different from that of
i collaborationist politics which runs
i throush every position of the SWP,
i You must beginto see the historical
i roots of that thread.
. break with unprincipled combination-
i 1sm which characterizes your ten-

! dency and makes it so vulnerable to
i orzanizational attacks,thereby let-

the International leadership. 1In
fact, they, the SWP, voted for the
present line at the 1968 Plenum of
the International at which Cde,
Peng was a minority of one, The
cadres in Europe were recruited to
that 1ine, even to the point of
themselves carrylnz out commando

raids in Parls before May-June 1968, :
{ from answering you politically.

i Arain we appeal to you to consider
! the general line of our document as
i the only counterresolution.
: have differences on this or that
i question, you will be allowed the
i democratic right of a minority in
i our factlion.

It was the SWP that changed 1lts
line on guerrilla warfare., But it
has not been a qualitative change
in any sense, The SWP claims to
support guerrllla warfare as a
"tactic” in bullding mass revolu-
tionary parties. But guerrilla
warfare cannot be a "tactic" in the

strategy of building a revolutlonary

party any more than any form of

terrorism can be conslidered a '"tac-:
: eration of the Fourth International
i and of the Centrismof the SWP--For
: a Returnto the Proletarian Road of
i Trotskyism." This was the counter-
! resolution submitted by the Commu-
The SWP's alternative to the cuer-:
: document and two other dlscussion
tional is not in any way a valld al-!
! from VANGUARD NEWSLETTER at the nom-

tic" in the stratezy of bullding
the revolutionary party, Guerrilla
warfare can only be considered a
tactlc in the strategy of selzing
state power,

rilla warfare line of the Interna-

ternative, Just as the ultra-left
proeram and tactics of the English

section 2o hand in hand with thelr %

support of ultra-leftism for Latin
America, so our super-legalistie,

multi-class approach in the USA goes :
hand in hand with our student strug-:

gle alternative for Latin America,

. New York, May,18,1953). See

We can acree with Cde. Hansen that
"The Transitional Prozram ls a burn-
ing actuality." But we dlisasree
that the SWP 1is attempting in any
way,shape or form to implement the

and all we can say to Cde, Horowltz
is that if he doesn't think Fatah

tang,then he 1s treading a Menshe-

plement the Transitional Programn,

democratic nationalist movements
In closing let me make an appeal

to the cadres of the Proletarlan

You must
bezin to see the thread of the class

You must

tinz the leadership off the hook

If you

In this way we can
struggle for the 1ife of the party.

1, "Historical Roots of the Degen-

nist Tendency. Photocoples of thils
articles are available

inal price of $1,50,
2, "Internationalism and the SWPY

(Report at Majority Caucus Meeting,
Edu-
cation for Soclalists: Defendlng
the Revolutionary Party and Its Per-
spectlves,




