3 Jebs by disrupting the election.

’é'lections between the groups now
organized in the United Union
~  Committee,

-opting a clause in tavor of a mem-
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Cafeteria Local
Elects Militants

‘United Front Ticket In Local 302 Is

Victorious In Fight To Drive Back

Reactionary Red-Baiting Right Wing

BULLETIN
NEW YORK, Dec. 18—Latest returns on balloting in the Local
302, Cafeteria Workers, Hotel and Restaurant Union (AFL) elec-
tions give the United Union Ticket, progressive slate, a sure vic-
tory. Branch A, half the local, had a 3500 vote thirnout yesterday,

which will reach 5000 today, and

on basis of present vote tabula-

tion is expected to give approximately 500 majority to the united
front progressives. Branch B votes today. The United Union ticket
is expected to carry Branch B by 3 to 1 majority.

Ten thousand members of Loc

al 302, Cafeteria Workers of New

York, will go to the polls December 17 and 18, to elect their union

administration for the next year.

Sixteen paid offices, the Council,

and the Executive Boards of Branch A and B are to be elected.

There are two slates contending for the union administration: !
the United Union Committee and the United Right Ticket.

The

struggle has attracted widespread interest in the entire New York

Jabor movement. In particular ove
different food workers’ locals are

302 is the key local in the Hotel

r 75,000 workers organized in the
awaiting the outcome for Local:
and Restaurant Union (AFL).

In the last few weeks the strug-
gle has begn intensified by con-
tinuous appeals of the right wing
to the International to step in and
save their hides from the aroused
union membership.

The militant membership has,
however, succeeded in defeating
every one of the attempts of the
right wing to hold on to their

Ingspite of struggles in-previous

they have joined
hands in ‘the election to save the
union from the threat of an un-
scrupulous, red-baiting right wing.

GROUPS WHICH UNITED

Various political tendecies in
ihe working class movement as
well as many nationalities and
crafts have united in this inspir-
ing demonstration of solidarity
against the reactionary, red-bait-
ing attack of the right wing. The
United Rank and File Club, The
United Progressive Club, which
has been the banner bearer of
progressive unionism in the cafe-
teria field for many years; the
militant United Spanish Club,
with a strong following among
the most exploited miscellaneous
workers; the Independent Helle-
nic Club, and the Chefs and Cooks
Committee—these are the groups
that comprise the United Union
Committee.

The United Union Committee
has adopted a militant program.
It contains the main points of the
program of the United Progress-
ive Club.

The issue of arbitration (Ad-
justment Board), on which the
United Progressive Club and the
United Spanish Club have always
joined in differing with the Rank
and File Club, was settled by ad-

hership referendum on this major
igsue after the elections. The Pro-
gressive and Spanish Clubs are

opposed to the arbitration set-up
and will seek to do away witlh
the Adjustment Board through the
referendun.

In contrast to the forthright
militancy of the program of the
United Union Committee, the right
wing has no trade union program
whatsoever. In sheer desperation
it has unleashed a campaign of
red- baiting and slander that has
Yrokén il prévioustedords “for
this age-old trick of labor fakers.

The right wingers yell loudest
about the Trotskyists and Stalin:
ists uniting against them. The
United Union Ticket answers that
it is proud of the fact that it is
composed of workers of different
political beliefs as well as many
nationalities and races, who have
united on a program of militant
unionism and against the corrupt
right wing officials.

The United Union Ticket har
adopted a full slate. It. is headed
by the four candidates for General
Offices: Costas Dritsas (United
Rank and File) for President;
Sam Kramberg (United Rank and
File) for Secretary Treasurer;
Larry Phillips (United Progress-
ive Club) for General Organizer
and Juan Aviles (United Spanish
Club) for Labor Chief.

The Pr/ogre'ssive Club is well
represented on the rest of the
slate, with Sam Roth running for
Vice President and Pillsbury and
Fox running for Business Agents.
Three Progressives are running
for the branch executive boards
and two for the Council. Three
Progressives are running for the
central bodies: for the Central La-
bor and Trades Council, James
Gordon; for the Joint Board of
the Food Workers Unions, Larry
Phillips; for the United Hebrew
Trades, Sam Roth.

(The full text of the United

Union Committee program ap-

pears on page 2 of this issue.)

—

Prince Radziwill, aristocrat and
landowner, is onc of the few re-
fugees from *“democratic” Poland
who have been able to mdke their
way into this country.

Now safe in this country and
secure with the Dank balances his
class doubtless had wmaintained
here for just such cventualities,
Radziwill hag assumed the pose
of adviser on American war pol-
jcy. His first essay into this field
is in a lengthy letter published
in the New York Times on De-
cember 11.

Radziwill sces Mussolini’s
Italy in a precaricus position
as a result of its military re-
verses. He says ‘the heavy
threat of interior revolution

hangs constantly over Italy.”
That threat could be averted
for the present by “a complete
surrender to a German military
and diplomatic protectorate.”

he goes on,

t *Mussolini,

ON THE WAR FRONTS

by GEORGE STERN

“standing bhefore the choice of
complete submission to Ger-
many or of a revolution, might
eventually consider a third
solution, that of peace, which
woulid certainly he welcome to
the whole nation. I have the
feeling that maybe the moment
is near when American diplo-
macy could develop a very cau-
tious activity for a daring. no
doubt, but in my opinion not
necessarily hopeless, attempt
in this direction.”

The speculations of this Polish
prince are very illuminating. He
poscs Mussolini’s two choices —
surrender to Hitler or overthrow
by an anti-Fascist® revolution-—
and turns away from both of them
with a shudder. And we may be

quite sure that for him the pros-
pect of an anti-Fascist revolution
is by far the worst of the two

Grace Carlson

Enforcement of Union
Contract--Flint Style

FLINT
ditions in GM.
would lay off several men in the

‘to fill in on a few odd jobs which

In other words the management

began to raise a rumpus about
then sent home by the company.

duction went on that night. The
company ...
Finally, at his liesure, the

{ory.

down, and in a speedy victory fo

, Mich.—The Fisher Body local No.
‘the UAW membershlp a short lesson in how te enforce union con-

The other day the Fisher Body management decided that it
off they told the men working in the department they would have

‘“stole” a job.
Promptly the steward protested, and the entire department

No sooner was this done than the whole department downed
toels and walked outl of the plant. The result was a shut-down of
Fisher Body and, very soon, curtzilment of production at Buick.

The company when faced with this militant opposition prac-
tically went out of its head. They were so anxious to get produc-
tion started again that they offered not only to settle the griev-
ance imraediately. but to go out and call for the steward who was
fired and bring him back to work!

The steward was nowhere to be found. The management sent
out messengers, flunkeys with cars to scour the town, but the
steward just wasn’t to be found (by the company) and no pro-

back to work, and the trim department achieved a complete vic-

This incident is similiar to one which occurred at the Briggs
Body plant not leng ago, in which one department walkout over
the speed-up and firing of a steward resulted in a complete shut-

581 has just given

Trim depastment. After the lay-

others had performed previously.

it. The leader of the group was

lesson was brought home to the

next day, the steward reported

r the union,

Grace Carison Starts
National Tour Ian. 2

Opefiis Th Milvigukes? ‘W*lf"’S”peE‘kTﬁ“Kf
Least 35 Cities; Schedule Listed:

Preparations for the mass meet- | Thurs.  Jan. 16 Buffalo
ings and conferences to hear Dr.|Fri. Jaxn. 17 Rochester
Grace Carlson, who begins her | Sat. Jan. 18 Syracuse
national lecture tour January 2|Sun. Jan., 19 Boston
in Milwaukee, are in progress| Mon. Jan. 20 »
throughout the cdountry. Wed. Jan. 22 New Haven

Comrade Carlson secured 8761 |Thurs.  Jan. 23 New York
votes in Minnesota for U. S. Sen- to Feb. 3
ator in the last elections as the | Tues. Feb. 4 Newark
candidate of owr party. Distin- Wed. Feb. b ?
guishing herself as a brilliant | Thurs,  Feb. 6 Allentown
speaker, Comrade Carlson gained | Fri. Feb. 7 Reading
more votes than Norman Thomas | Sat. Foiy. 8 Quakertown
and Barl Browder combined in|Sun. Feb. 9 Philadelphia
Minnesota. Mon. Feb. 10 »

Among the topics on which Com-| Wed. Feb. 12 Baltimore
rade Carlson will speak, accord-|¥ri. Feb. 14 Pittsburgh
ing to the preference of the| Sun. Fel. 16 Indianapolis
branches, are The Road to Social-| Mon. Feb. 17 Louisville
ism, American Imperialism, The | Wed. Feb. 19 St. Louis
Right to Life and The Rise and | Frid. Feb. 21 Memphis
Fall of the Minnesota Farmer-La-| Sun. Feb, 23 New Orleans
hor Party. Mon. Feb. 24 »

The schedule of the Carlson |Tues. Febd. 256 Houston
tour has just been announced as | Fri. to Feb. 28 Los Angeles
follows: Thurs. March 6 and vicinity

Day Date Place Sat. March 8 San Francisco
Thurs.  Jan. 2 Milwaukee . | Sun-  March 9 "

Friday Jan. 8 Chicago Mon.  March 10 ”

Sat. Jan. 4 ”» Tues. Mareh 11 »

Sun. Jan. 5 ” Fri. March 14 Portland
Tues. Jan. 7 Flint ) Sun. March 16 Seattle
Wed.  Jan. 8  Detroit Wed.  March 19 Plentywood
Thurs. Jan. 9 » e
Friday Jan. 10 Toledo Thurs. March 20 Williston
Sun. *  Jan. 12 Cleveland Fri. March 21 Fargo

Mon. Jan. 13 Akron Sat. March 22 ”

Tues. Jan. 14 Youngstown Sun.  March 23 Twin Citics

Stalin’s Latest Ukase!

On Junc 26, 1940 the Kremlin
known as the ‘“June laws.”

They abolished the 35-hour week (7-hour day, 5-day week,
with the 6th day off), replacing it with the 48.-hour week (8-hour
day, 6-day week with the 7th day off). and made it a criminal
offense fo quit ome’s job, punishable by imprisonment or by
forced-labor terms to be served at the same place of employmenti
at 256% less pay.

The Kremlin also assumed the right to compulsory transfer
of any weorker from any part of the country to any other part.

These infamous laws have been systematically extended to
the whole population until now they have been applied to the
lower ranks of the bureaucracy and to the “Stakhanovists,” the
Jahor aristocracy.

These facts appear here for the first time in this countrj',
just as the Socialist Appeal was the first to publish the facts
about the “June laws”. On page 3 of this issue we publish this
latest article by John G. Wright. Read it and read Comrade
Wright's articles regularly-—they appear here almost every week
—if you want to understand how Stalin is strangling the Soviet
Unian.

decreed what has become

alternatives.

Hillman

By GEORGE

sey CIO convention succeeded in

forces and the Lewis-Stalinist bloc

when Hillman gives the word, to

the craft unionists on the crucial
issue of industrial unionism.

At the start of the convention
Knapik, one of the Hillman lead-
ers, made this clear when he stat-
ed that the CIO should immedi-
ately reopen “unity” negotiations
with the AFL. The lack ol ap-
plause was a warning to him, and
he hastily added that negotiations
must not lead to destroying a
single one of the ClO interna-
tional unions,

The Hillman leaders apparently
decided that it would be unwise
in a closely-contested convention
to bring into the open their real
position on industrial unionism,
so they put it away in the back-
ground. The Lewis-Stalinist wing
permitted them to do so.

WHITEWASHING HILLMAN

The first fight broke out on an
attempt to whitewash the role
Hillman is playing in the National
Defense Council. It was drama-
tically announced that lliliman
had entered a protest that day
against the granting of a govern-
ment contract to Henry IFord, and
the H:llmanites introduced a recs-
olution to commend Hillman for
this action.

A few delegates managed Lo get
the floor in spite of the bhurcaue-
ralic chairmanship of Hillmanite
Abramsoen, and to point out that

this was a whitewash resolution
"designed to cover up Hillman's
itrea.cheries. What about his handl-
!ing of Bethlehem Stecl? they ask-
ed. What about his handling of
strikes? An amendment was made
that the CIO oppose the granting
of contracts to all violators of the
labor laws. Biscussion was cul
off, and in the voice vote, it seem-
ed, the amendment was carrvied.
Abramson, however, refused a roll
call vote and declared the original
,motion carried. After this, the

Jersey ClO Body

Chance To Defeat Hillman Is
Tossed Away By Lewis Bloc

PASSAIC, N. J., Dec. 15—The Lewis wing of the CIO suffered
a setback here this week-end as the Hillman forces in the New Jer-

control of the state executive board for the coming year.
The margin of votes between the

the tide could easily have been turned the other way had it not been
for the bungling and timidity of the state leaders of the Lewis bloc.

As a result of this poor leadership, therefore, a strong weapon
is now in the hands of the group in this state’s CIO which is ready,

cap.tulate to the goveriment and O

| tary traning for the workers un-

Wins In

BREITMAN

winning a victory which gave it

Hillman-Abramson-textile
was not very great, however, and

7

Many Thousands
Boldly Join Up

But Ford Will Fight to the Death, and
It Will Take More Than NLRB Elections
To Beat Him; UAW Must Prepare to Fight

commissioner” on the National
Defense Council, has been forced
to make a statement on Ford’s
anti-union policy and to demand
that the Army cancel a $2,000,000
countract for airplanc engines with

| Ford. (Hillman did not, however,

mention the $123,000,000 worth
of other defense contracts with
Ford!)

The recent signing of a new
agreement with Chrysler and
Briggs, raising the pay of Chrys-
ler workers to the highest in the
industry, and the securing of a
union shop agreement with the
Hudson Motor Car Company by
the UAW, act as an inspiration
to the Ford workers and increase
the rising tide of unfon senti-
ment,

Ford, however, has shown that
he intends to fight, and fight bit-
terly.

Every day dozens of Ford work-
ers are laid off, fired, transferrved
and intimidated by one means or
another for union activity. The
ranks of IFord workers who have
been thrown out of the plants
after joining the union increases
by the hour. There is no doubt
that the crucial days for the un-
ion are just ahead.

The queston now is:—what will
the UAW leadership make out of
the now favorable situation at
Ford’s? Will they courageously
step out and use the militant
methods necessary to attain vic-
tory? Will they take the example
of the -organization of General
Motors in the great days of 1937?

Or will they stall around aund

DETROIT, Mich. Dec. 16—With 40 UAW-CIO organizers con-
centrating all their energies on a drive to organize the Ford Mdtbi'
company, and with a union publicity campaign which has succeedéd
in hitting all the front pages, reports from reliable union sources
indicate that Ford workers are joining the UAW by the thousands..

From every point of view the UAW now has a great oppor-
tunity to break the notorious Ford open shop once and for all. Union
sentiment is sweeping the ranks of Ford workers in a mighty wave.
Ford has shown his anti-union policy again by refusing to consent
to an NLRB vote after Michael Widman, CI10 organizer in chargs
of the Ford drive, made the request. Even Sidney Hillman, “labor

Lnaatmant .

wait for Hillman and Knudsen to
solve their problems?

Will they spend the next six
months in litigation for an NLRB
vote? And meanwhile will they
let the Ford membership wilt
away? R

wxts

This is how the problem is now
posed. Only a determined stand, :
against Ford can inspire the Fmd
workers aud establish umomsm
among the 100,000 employees of
the most notoriously scabby outfit
in American industry. An NLRB
vote with a victory for the UAW
would of course be a great mor‘a_l
victory. But that and that alone--
will not establish unionism. Gov-
ernmental pressure will not and s
cannot establish unionism in Ford:
and, crush the F‘ord Service Pea

ALL EYES ON FORD
All eyes are on the Ford drive.
A successful TFord drive would
lead to a rebirth of union action:
in all auto plants, would pave the
way to establishing the closed
shop in auto as a whole,
With the International Board -
still following a pussyfooting pol-
iey, afraid of strikes, yielding to
the reactionary pressure of the
Hillmans and Kndusens, angling
for jobs on the Defense Councils; "
there is great danger that the .
Ford drive will be muffed. Only
the greatest pressure from the’
vigilant militants in every local
can force these leaders to take
the only road-—the road of mili-
tant action. .

Workers Favor Collective
Bargaining Rights In Army

Detroit-Toledo Poll Also Shows Considerable Sentiment
Favoring Trade Union Control of Military Training

TOLEDO, Ohio. Anmerican
workers accept universal military
training, but favor collecfive bar-
gaining rights for soldiers
through representatives of thelr
cwn choosing. In addition, there
is a strong trend to prefer mili-

der the control of the trade un-
ions.
Thesc arc the sentiments ex-

pressed in a poll of a represent-
ative group of workers in Detroit
and Toledo. The poll was con-
ducled by the Toledo and Detroit
branches of the S'W.P.

A total of 363 men and women,
selected at random by visiling
homes in working class neighbor-
hoods or by mceting them at tfac-
tory gotes, werc asked the follow-
ing three questions:

I. *“Are you in favor
present  Burke-Wadsworth
cription Act?”

2. “Would you prefer military
training under trade union con-
trol?”

3. “Should soldicrs have the
right of collective bargaining ter
bhetter conditions through their
¢lected representatives?”

7h.4% were in favor of the cons-
cription law. 13.7% against, and
10.7% undecided.

34.7% of the total group polled
were in favor of trade union con-
{rot of military training. while

of the
Cons-

| _ (Continued on page 4)

A very significant majority were
in favor of collective bargaining
rights for the common soldiers,
78.2%. Only 12.2%% werc against,
with 9.3% undecided. A higher
perceniage of those polled were
in favor of this than favored cons.
cription. The ratio of 6% to 1 is
sufficient]y decisive to establish
as a fact that the workers'of this
vital industrial area draw a direct
analogy bhetween (hc boss army
and the boss factory.

Those who conducted the poll
were extremely careful not to in-
flucnce thosc guestioned in any
way. The workers questioned
were simply intormed that a pol
of the neighborhood or plant area
was being undertaken, that they
did not have to give their names,
and that their individual replies
would bt kept confidential.

ft is interesting to note that
while 39.6% of the trade union-
ists favored military training un-
der trade union control, a higher
percentage  than -for the total
group including non-unionists,
15.5% of the tradc unionists were
dcfinitely opposed to this idea.

Some of the statements made
in explanation of their negative
cpinion on this question indicate
that the replies of many trade
unionists were conditioned by
their distrust of the conservative
a nd reactionary Dbureaucratic

13.2% were opposed.

trade-union leaders, rather than

by any opposition to the general
idea of military training undef-
union control. As one garage
mechanic put it, “I would fav
union control if the proper. men
were in charge.”
Among the Negroes,—adding
weight to the conclusions of the
poll conducted by the Newark
branch of the SWP two months
ago,—there was a majority in fav
or of trade union control of mili
tary training. This reflects the
healthy hostility of the Negra
workers toward the Jim Crow ai
my system.
This Delroit-Toledo poll, while‘
too limited to be conclusive, addg
weight to the contention of ol
party that the American wmkefs
are becoming more and mo
aware that the leadership of the’
Army is in the hands of thosé
who represent the same boss cla
that controls industry. Hence tib
workers, thinking of curbing this
boss control, overwhelmingly fa
or collective bargaining in th‘s
Army, as in the factory. :
In addition, an important geé
tion of the workers are ready
go beyond the limited curh of 't
bosses which is provided by cel
ledtive bargaining, and are prep
ared to support trade union cop
trol of military training. -
(The tabulation of the De
troit-Toledo poll appears on,

page 2.)



. ing out of Camp Dix, N. J., we

ORKERS'|A

S -2

Write to us—tell us what’s
labor movement—what are the

‘and; the Stalipists—send us that

t» you, Letters must-corry name
db not want your name printed.

Megr;o Steel Worker
Tells of Jim Crow
‘In the Last War

I can be mistaken, but as I
- have seen it for the past 21 years,
it is 'very ignorant for a black
man to beg the U, S. government
to lef him inlist in the U.S.A.
Service. When they want you,
they will, send, for you and Jim
Crow you up to your neck and
say to you thatv it is Equal Jus-
, tice.

I still remember being J.m
Crowed with regard- to not being
given a chance to take a bath.

My. outfit was the H. Q. Co.
- 811, Pioneer Infantry. After sail-

were on bhoard ship for 11 days.
g During" this time we were unable
to. take a bath
water hut the white soldiers were.
able. to get a bath.

(After that 11 days we 1mage
landing in Liverpgoel, England, at
one .of the so-called rest camps

in Camp Winchester, England.

. "We had orders from the Co.

20k UM|Gs

down

out the trouble.

for shontage of|

going on in your part of the
workers thinking about?—tell

us what the bosses are-up to—and the G-men and the local cops—

story. the capitalist press didn't

print and that story they buried, or distorted—our pages are: open

and address, but indicate if yoy

Commander to go for a bath, but
we found the government had a
Jim Crow Bath House. The white
Americans who were in charge of

‘the Bath House told the men that

we could not bathe there. Aftes
that we went back and reported
to the Co. Commander.  He went
but did not say what the
results were, So the next day we
agsked a first lieutenant abouyt a
bath. So he went down to find
Being a. fair-
minded mapn, he said to us the
orderlies, at the bath house first
told him they had orders from the
Camp Commander that nobody
could have a bath but a commis-
sioned officer. “But you can rest
assured,” he said, “that I found
out that the camp is Jim Crow.
You will have to wa:t until vou
get to another rest camp as we
are now leaving soon.”

Just a half hour before. a bat-
talion of white soidiers had fin-
ished bathing.

From the time we loft Camp
Dix, N. J., until we had a bath
in (Nantes) Frances, it was 30
days.

A Colored Steel Worker

TROTSKY MEMORIAL FUND

as follows:

.Rochester Texas and St. Loms
on thelr pledges.

Additional Contributions to the Trotsky Memonial Fund ave

Nawark 30.00
Philadelphia 6.00
Flint 10.00
Buffalo 3,15
Boston 16.25
Akron 3.00
Pittsburgh 6.00
Los Angeles 37.05
New Haven 5.75
Minneapolis & St. Paul  100.00
New York 80.00
TOTAL $297.20 .
GQuota Amount paid Do
$ 100:00- $ 117.00 117%
$ 5.00 .. $ 5.10 102%
i 10007, . -0 10.00 100
Rockville =00 . 7.00 100
To,ledo 50.00 50.00 100
.Detroit 200.00 200.00 100
: Lynn 1:00.00 85,00 85
Chicago & Indiana Haxbor 200.00 135.07 68
"'Newark 150.00 100.50 67
508 Angeles 150.00 93.70 62
Plttsburgh 10.00 6.00 60
_aNew Haven 20.00 11.25 56
San Francisco 100.00 55.00 55
Minneapolis and St. Paul 1000.00. 530.00. 53
_F_,llm: ) 1.50.00 79.00 - 53
.. Philadelphia 30.00 14.00 47
Buffalo 25.00 11.15 45
New York 1000.00 435.00 44
Akron . 10.00 6.00 40
.-A‘Hentown 15.00 6:00 40
yYoungstown 50.00 6.00 12
.Individual Contributions 2.30
$3509.00. $1962.07 56
Cleveland, Hutchinson, Portland, Quakertown, Reading,

have not yet started payments

®

Raise and Vacationszon in Joint Strike
Which Stalinists Tried To Break Up

joint meeting in Centralia De-
cember 1—the bosses came for-
ward with a straight 5 cent raise
offer but balked at the week’s
vacation with pay. But then the
bosses had to come through with
the paid vacation.

The settlement was veached de-
spite a treacherous strike-break-
ing move by the Stalinist.control-
led executive board of the TWA-
GIO, which so undermined the
CI0 locals in the strike as to en-
danger the entire strike moyement
at the most critical juncture.

STALINISTS ATTACK STRIKE

Despite the fact that the joint
strike had been approved by the
local. membership of almost every
CIO local, including the affiliates
of the key Columbia River Dis-
trict Council of the IWA, the IWA
national executive board met in
Seattle on the Wednesday follow-
ing the Centralia meeting and
passed a resolution condemning
the strike alliance of a “faction”
of the IWA with the AFI. lumber
workers., The resolution, disre-
garding the progressive signific-
ance of the labor solidarity achiev-

ed in this strike, and concerned
solely with re-enforcing the wan-
ing prestige of the Stalinists in
the lumber industry, stated that
the united strike action “can only
result in retarding the growth of
the WA and in the betrayal of
ithe cause of the woodworkers.”

This  strike-breaking mov'e
threw consternation into the
ranks of the CIO locals. It suf-
ficiently disoriented the ranks
to slow up CIO participa-
tion in the strike. The AFL and
CI0O members already out on
strike were forced to move more
rapidly to a settlement and under
worse terms than they might have
secured with a more complete
united front.

This action of the Stalinists was
not unexpected. With their in-
fluence gone in the IWA. locals,
particularly in the important Co-
lumbia River District Council
which has a reputation for mili-
tant and progressive policles, the
Stalinist tops have been trying to
secure a new base.

In printed leaflets,
ists called on workers in Snoqua)-
mie, Waghington, to pass the
picket lines of the AFL at the
Snoqualmie Mill. Company.

At Hverett, Washington, the
Stalinists are reported to have
made a deal with the Weyerha-

gtrike of the AFL—a deal where-
by the fabulously rich and bloody-
handed Weyerhaeuser interests
‘gave a “contract” to the Stalin-
ists to head off AFL organization.
The most-hated boss in lumber,

PORTLAND. Ore., Rec. 12—The joint strike of the AFL: and
CI0O lumher workers, which had tied up most of the logging and
saw-mill operations in Oregon and Washington, is over. the strikers
returning to, work with a cempromise settlement inelnding a 5 cent
hourly pay hike and one week’s vaecation with pay.

Original demands of the strikers were for 72 certs more an
hour and a week's vacation with pay. The employers first ailempted
to head off the strike with the proposal of a 2!5 cenl raise for.un.
skilled and 5 cents for skilled workers. Following the progressive
spread of the strike, on the basis of a united action pledge of 350
rank-and-file delegates of the AFL Lumber and Sawmill Workers
and the CIQ International Woodworkers of America—made at a

Weyerhaeuser, cooperated to the
extent of permitting the Stalin-
ists to set up a recruiting table
inside one of the mills. Al KEv-
erett also, the Staliniste put out
a printed leaflet telling the work-
ers not to heed the strike call.
Indicative
the Northwest C10 lumber work-
ers to the Stalinists, is the action
of leaders of the Columbia River

junction against Q. M. Orton, act

000 organizational fund of the
IWA. While it is an unwise pol-
icy for union men to take their
internal affaire into a boss-con-
trolied court, the action demons-
trates the hostility of the rank
and filee members of the IWA to
the Stalinist leadership.

WORKERS WIN GAINS

The strike was militantly con-
ducted and suificiently wide-
spread, despite the  Stalinist
treachery, to compel the bosses
to grant genuine gains. Flying
picket squadrons mobilized from
Tacoma, Snoqualmie and the Mor-
ton-Mineral area shut down many
plants, including seven plants in
Seattle where the men had previ-
ously secured an agreement for
the 5 cent raise. Despite this fact,
the 2000 AFL members in these
seven plants refused to go through
the picket lines and joined the
strike in solidarity with the rest
of their union brothers.

A decisive show-down is brew.
ing between the IWA rank-and-
file, especially in the vital Colum:-
bia basin area, and the Stalinist
finks on the international execu-
tiva board.

Meanwhile both the AFL and,
CIO workers are looking forward
‘te & real showdown with the lum-
ber baroms this comning March,
when most of the contracts now in
force, both AFL and CIO, will end
simultaneously.

the Stalin-|

euser hosses in order to block the ||
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- a, For a militant progressive
Ynion.

b. No discrimination against

ahy’ member on ground of race,

eolor, creed, nationality, age or

political belief.

The union shall actively resist

any attemptiby the bosses to dis-

crxmmate against any member in

our ranks.

1.
+ For the organization of the un-
oiganized through the active par-
ticipation of the entire member-
ship
L.arge-scale voluntary organiz-
ing committees shall be set up
d put to work through the en-
te city. Only through this meth-
d ean we carry on successful
‘ganizational campaigns. Spe-
§ ai organjzation campaigns shall
be conducted among the unor-
ganized National Chains, such as,
Bickford’s, Horn and Hardart,
aldorf, as well as many indepen-
dent shops. While spreading out
this new territory, we must
}f‘egual,d the jurisdiction rights
of Local 302 and conduct a de-
termined fight against all outside
forces who encroach upon us.
: I11.
referendum

a on the

—

N. Y. Cafeteria Workers'

Program

text of the militant program

which the United Union Committee of Local 302; AFL Hotel &
i Restaurant Workers, pledged itself to carry out upon heing

*®

adjustment board.

We. believe that a referendum.
on this question is the best pos-
sible solution. The membership
shall have complete freedom of.
expression on this question at
special membership meetings to
be called primarily for this pur-
pose. The forces herein united
maintain their complete freedom
to either defend or oppose arbi-
tration during the period of dis-
cussion.

V.
UNEMPLOYMENT

For practical steps to alleviate
the serious plight of the unem-
ployed situation.

a. Equal and just distribution
of jobs.

b. efficient organization of La-
bor Chief’s office.

c. Strict enforcement of pro-
ratio.

d. There shall be bhut ONE
manager recognized in each es-
tablishment.

All others using similar titles
to come under the jurisdiction of
our union and be dealt with ac-
ccrdingly.

e. Prohibition of replacement
of chefs by cooks and cooks by
kitchen men.

lunch

1. Bring back “extra.

jobs” to countermen by eliminat-
mg chefs or cooks from working
behind counters.

g. Grievances and complaints
of unemployed.

Any complaints or charges
against a Labor Chief for dis-
erimination, favonitism, unequal
distribution of work or abuse of
official duty shall be promptly
turned over to a Grievance Com-
mittee for deliberation and ac-
tion.

h. The Council shall authorize
the Unemployed Committees with
limited powers dealing with any

matters involving the unem-
ployed.
V.
CONTRACT

a. To meet the rising cost of
living and to maintain and im-
prove our present standard of liv-
ing we propose a general raise
in wages for all categories of
work, particularly higher mini-
mums for the miscellaneous
workers.

In the meantime we prepare
our union morally, financially and
organizationally for the coming
struggle to achieve our new con-
tract.

b. Establish a uniform wage
scale in our industry and bring
the wages of Branch B workers
to the level of the entire union.

c¢. Uniform seniority rights in
all shops.

d. To insure against a lower-

ing of our living standards
through the rising cost of living,
we propose to include a clause in
the contract to protect us against
such an eventuality.

e. The incoming General Coun-
cil should search out ways and
means for the future establish-
ment of a controlled system of
promotion, from miscellaneous to
skilled work, based upon the
length of {ime a worker is em-
ployed in his shop and the length
of time he held membership in
our union.

f. For a one year contract.

g. For a one week trial period.

h. For the seven hour day for
all women.

i. Girls doing men’s work shall
receive equal pay for equal work.

j. For the recognition of sen-
iority rights of night workers in
the event of vacancies on the day
shifts in their shops.

k. To guarantee the payment
of one week’s vacation with pay:
that each employer places a bond
as security against any chiseling,

VL
PROTECTION OF
CONSCRIPTED MEN

a. Any member who is con-
seripted shall be guaranteed his
job upon his return and full sen-
iority maintained.

b. Replacement of conscripted
men by men.

c. In the event of labor short-
age and women taking the place

of the resistance of |’
i

District Council in securing an in- ||

ing president of the IWA, to pre-|.
vent him from disposing of a $13,« |1

‘| leaders demand.
| Reuther; others demand the rev-
| ocation of the GM contract which
‘| they believe is the root of all the

Gams Despate Stalinist Sabotage

QUESTION I:

QUESTION 11
union control?
QUESTION I1I: Should soldiers

Yes No Un-
decided
A. Total group polled (363)

Question 1 754% 13.7% 10.7%
Question 1T 34.7% 43.2% 22 %

Question III 78.2% 12.2% 09.3%
B. All trade union members

[

1o01)
Question I 88.1% 03.9% (6.9%
1 Question II 89.6% 45.5% 14.8%
Question IIT 65.3% 17.8% 06.9%

C. CIO union members (61)

1 Question I 88.5% 04.8% 06.5%
Question II 37.7% 47.5% 14.7%
Question 11T 68.89% 22.9% 08 %

P. AFL union members (34)
Question I 88.2% 02.9% 08.8%

Results of Detroit-Toledo
Poll on Military Training:

Are you in favor of the present Burke-Wads-
worth. Conscription Act?
Would you prefer military training under trade

gaining for better
elected representatives?

have the right of collective bar-
conditions through their

Question II 38.2% 50 % 11.7%
Question 111 88.2% 08.8% 02.9% |
E. All women polled (141)

Question T 60.9% 20.5% 18.3% |
Question 11 39 % 29 % 31.9% |
Question I1I 85.1% 04.9% 09.9%
F. Males of draft age (91)

Question I 91.2% 05.4% 03.2%
Question II 32.9% 52.7% 14.2%
Question IXI 72.5% 19.7% 07.6% }.
G. Negroes (111)
Question 1 70.2%
Question 1I 42.3% 36 %
Question 111 83.7% 09 %
H. Unemployed (38)

Question 1 78.6% 28.6%
Question II 39.3% 471.3%
Question II1 83.9% 10.5%

18 % 11.7%%
20.7%

07.2% |

02.6% |
13.1%
05.2%

Flint Auto Locals
Demand GM Action

But Reuther Gets Executive Board to.

Refuse Request From

Flint Unions

FLINT, Mich.—An atterapt by
local unions here to air the prob-
lems of the General Motors work-
ers and to force a program of
action on the International lead-
ership, was initiated last week by
Buick Local No. 599, UAW-CIQ,

week by a slap in the face from
the International Executive
Board, whose GM representative,
Walter Reuther, succeeded in
putting over a refusal to listen
to the lgcals in a mieeting of the
GM Council in Detroit.

The Buick Local, supported by
the membership and officers of all
Flint locals, had demanded in'a
resolution the calling of a del-

the GM contract and the general
problems facing the GM workers.

WORKERS WANT RESULTS
This resolution was passed at
a meeting of all Flint local union
executive koards. Obviously, both
the leadership and membership in

| this key GM city is greatly dis-

satisfied with the failure of the
International Board to settle

‘| grievances with GM management,

and with the policy of conservat-

part of Walter Reutner and the
whole executive board.
The feeling of dissatisfaction

| with the leadership has taken dif-

ferent forms. Some of the local

the ousting of

e¢vil,  The best informed milit-
ants, however, understand that
the first requirement for effective
action- is a policy, a program -of
‘militant action in settling griev-
ances and in enforcing the agree-.
ment with GM. Such a militant
program could then be concretely
contrasted to the policy of the In-
ternational Board-—which confines
its activities to crawling on its
knees to the government and mak-
ing repeated “fiats” to the Iocal
unions threatening reprisals.
against “unauthorized action.”

Once a sizeable group of local
unions launches a program of mil-
itant enforcement of the GM con-’
tract, Reuther and Co. would eith-,
er have to follow along or face
being pushed into the background
in the fight against GM and
thrown, out of office at the next
convention.

THE FIRST STEP =
Experienced unionists Ilnow
that although this GM agreement
is not the best in the world, far
from it....nevertheless the FIRST
STEP is to enforce it and squeeze
out of it the last ounce of benefit
for the workers. This is not being

of men they shall receive men’s

wages. This shall also apply
to promotions.
VII.
BY-LAWS

a. For the abolition of branch-
es—one branch in the union.

b. The salaries of officials
shall not exceed $55 per week in-
cluding expenses.

c. All officers to be elected—
no appointments.

d. Any member in good stand-
ing for one year shall be eligible
to run for paid office.

but the proposal was met this,

egated GM conference to take up.

ism and anti-militancy on the.

done now.
If a strong militant stand were
taken by the union, or by a size-

could the present agreement iw
QM be enforced, but many ben-
eficial changes could be secured.
That however requires a wunion
which depends for its gains not

sens of the Nationa] Defense
Council, but upon its own inde
pendent organized strength.

The refusal of the Internalional
Board, and Reuther in particular,
to act favorably on the demand
for a GM conference by the whole
Flint UWA, only chalks up an-
other piece of evidence that these
men are afraid of the rank and
file, and have no intention of al-
lowing the membership to set the
course for militant action,

The membership however
not take this slap in
quietly. Those who inangurated,

will;

ence can be expected to continue,
their demands. The powerful
Buick Local No, 599 which inau-.
gurated the campaign, Fisher
Body Local No. 581, Chevrolet!
Local 659 and other locals will

officers refuse to do a thing abont
the many problems oconfronting
the membership.

DECEMBER F. 1.
JUST OUT

The December issue
Fourth International
the newsstands.

A feature of this edition is
“France Under Hitler and Pe-
tain,” a Manifesto of the Fourth
International.

of the
is now on

Of particular timely importance.
is a panoramic des'cript,ion of the
imperialist fight for South Amer-.
ica by the Argentine revolution-,
ist, Quebracho, entitled “Intel-Im-

berialist Struggle For South
America.” '
Leon Trotsky’s “Class, Party

and Leadership,”’ is publigshed for
the first time. in this issue of
the Fourth International. The do-
cument, although not finished, is
sufficiently complete to give clear-
ly Trotsky’s analysis of the causes
of the Spanish proletariat’s de-
feat.

A review of the recent AFL gnd
CIO conventions is provided in

an article by Farrell Dobbs, Na-

“New Legislation in the Soviet
Union,” on the latest laws against
the workers passed by the Krem-
lin.

Other important articles are.
“Milwaukee’s Brand of Socialism”

by James Boulton,

a review by Joseph Hansen of|
Tom Wintringham’s book “New |;

Ways of War.” J

prwre———rey

‘I'contracting parts to other

| gress howlad “Treason.” But noth:

speech.

1 the

| contragtual
upon the Hillmans and- the Knud-|.

the face,

the campaign for a GM confer-,

not stand by for long while the|.

tional Labor Secretary of t he|_
SWP.
John G. Wright contributes

“Engels on|.
Dialectics of Nature” by Wm. Fk
Warde, “Discipline in the Ameri- X
can Army” by Michael Cort and;f'

BUT NOT LAYQEFS

Apout 1800, men have. been laid
woff for oyver two, rgonms at the
‘Beelng aircraft M{Nlﬁ in Seattle
.and, are not ex@eetad to be reem-
Bloyed, unlil after January 1st.
‘The reason giyven. is “lack of
parts,”” but the union (A F L)
claims that the company is sub-
air-
craft outfits because it can make
more maoiney. that way. Hence
there is a virtyal stoppage of pro-

| duction in this Seattle plant.

When the Vultee workers went
on strike, the bosses’ daily press.
and the bosses’ stooges in Con:

ing is said about the present situ-
ation at Boeing.

| SWOC DUES SLUMP;
| SOME REASONS- WH¥

Plans are being made Dy the
Steel Workers Organizing Com-
mittee, CIO, to present new de-
mands to U. S. Steel. At a recent

‘I conference of the SWOC directors,
|| the following. general terms were.
‘I mentionad:

ingreased wages and
abqlition of wage. differentials, an
improved seniprity system
vacalion plan, an# an improved
dues collection system.

The October dues report was the
highest in the history ‘of the
SWOC. However, there was a

ber
for

dues payments. One reason
that was Lewis's Pro-Willkie
But not the only reason.

Iron Age. official publication of
the steel, basgses, reports “volun-
tary” wage increases‘among some
of the smaller companies in the
industry. “In other sections of
metal. working industry,”
notes Iron Age, ‘‘wage controver-
sies. hayve come to. the forefront,

able section of the union not only/| '@sulting in strikes in spme in-

stancgs.”

One such instance, which
Pittspurgh Press
“marring a thiee year record of
relations,” occurred
last month in the Crucible Steel
iCorporation at Midland, Pennsyl-
vania. 4,500 workers walked ont
of the Crucible plant in protest
aga.nst company stalling in the
‘settlement of grievances, some of
which dated hack four months and |

the

a speedmp. system, “undm which
a man hardly had time.for ‘unch.”
Clinton S. Golden Regional SWOC
Director, urged Lhat the
thorized” strike be called off. Un-
der pressure from ‘the SWOC of-
ﬁmalvdom the workers voted, 52%

‘to 48%, to go back to work with-
qut having their grievances set
tled.

About a week later, Golden
gpoke before a gathering of bosses
at the Hotel Pennsylvania in New
York City. The occasion was a
ginner in connectionwith a con-
ference on “management.” In his
speech Golden said that “Labor
‘leadership” today has changed its
‘garly concept . of *“fight the man-
agement.”

BOOM FOR THE BOSSES

| BY'P NOT FOR WORKERS

_ The C10 Economic Owutlook has
issued a graphic chart of “Pros-
perity and: Unemployment” based
on statistics compiled. by the. vari-
ous governmental bureaus and by
the CIO itself.
eralr Reserve Board index of in-
dustrial production for October
1940 at an all-time high of 127.
This is almost 18% above the 1929
level.

In contrast to this boom for the
bosses, we find that while 929
of all workers were employed in.
19839, only about 83% of all work.
ers were .employed in Qctober,
1940. This decline in employment
becomes even more- significant
when it is pealized that the total
working population has been in-
creasing at the rate of 500,000 to
600,000 a year.

This pronounced decrease in
percentage. of all workers employ-
ed, reflects the. effect whjch tech-.
nological change has had on the

workers. under capitalist “man-,
agement” and capitalist *“plan-
ning.” Fewer workers are prod-

ucing monre goods to further swell
the super-profits of the bosses and,
at the same time, plunge .millions
of workers into the dismal swamp
of unemployment.

by Farrell Dobbs
STRIKES. ARE. “TREASON"—

and,

noticeable slump in the Novem-.

bemoaned as)|

more. The workers complained, of,
serates of pay.

“unau-,

It shows the Fed-.

STALINISTS VOTE TO. BAR
REDS AS UNION MEMBERS:
The National Conwention of the
rGiLO adopted a resolutipn condemas
ing commuuism. Lowever, this
resolution also contains the state-
ment: “There is room for us all
in, this greal movement,” thus ip-.
dicating that no wholesale cam-
paign of red-baiting was intended,
Actling on the reporti of its con-
vention delegate, the CIO Indus-
Arial Council in Pittsburgh went,
-a step further and passed a res-
‘olution banning from membership
those whose ideas are “inimigal
to the American system.” Anth-
«ony A. Federoff, the Council del-

| egate to the CIQ convention, call-

ed upon the local central body
delegates to “exercise their influ-
ence in their own unipns to the
end that these unions shall write
into their constitutions regula:
tions barring such persons {rom
membership.”

Just as they voled to condemn
communism at the CIO national
convention. the Stalinists voted for
the red-baiting resolution in the
Pittsburgh Council,

ol

DANGEROUS INCREASE IN
LENGTH. OF WORKING WEEK

The Department of Labor's Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics has re-
leased a compilation of average
weekly hours worked in some of
the basic industries for October
1940. They are as follows: en-
gines, 44.4; automobiles, 4.3;
shipping, 41.7; aluminum, 41.4;
blast furnaces, steel works and
rolling mills, 38.8; machine tools,
44.1; aircraft, 44.3; electrical ma-
chinery, 41.3.

With the present trend of weelk-
ly hours worked rising above the
40 hour level and with nine to 10
million workers still. looking for
jobs. the bosses are howling for
e further lengthening of the work
week. And they have the full
backing of the admirals and the
generals.

The bosses seek to avoid yield-
ing up any part of their war pro-
fits to the workers through in-
cregsed pay rates for more work-
ers under a shorter work week.
Therefore, they brazenly adyvocate

provide a “favorable” labor mar-
ket, i. e, to pit the workers
-against one another in the com-
petion, for jobs.

The slogans for a 30 hour week
at 40 hours pay in auto, and for
a six hour day at eight hours vay
in steel indicate the course whigch
the trade union workers must take
in their fight to raise their stan-
dards of living and combat the
evils of unemployment,

AFL TOP LEADERS CRAWL
ON THEIR BELLIES

Emphasizing that the AFL con-
‘vention at New Orleans pledged
“full and sincere support of the
defense program, even if such sup-
port entailed strict self-discipline
and important sacrifices,” the AFI
Weekly News Service makes a big
point of the fact that “the two
strikes affecting the defense pro-
gram involved CIQ unions and
that there has not been a single
strike by any American Federa-
tion of Labor union which has
impeded the government's prepar-
edness efforts.”

“However, the CIO Vultee strike
on the West Coast, which Attor-

opments in the CIO camp,” the
statement continues, “have given
anti-labor groups an excuse to
pounce on all of organized labor
with unrestrained attacks.”

No_ clearer example is needed to
‘ilustrate the cowardly type of
“leadership” the AFL wornkers
will get from their top officials
in the coming period of rabid anti-
union activity on the part of the
bosses and their government. Sub-
ordinate yourselves completely to
the war program; don’t provoke
the bosses or they might get
tough—that is the advice which
the AFL officialdom is giving to
the rank and file.

The Ideal Gife

A Treasury of the

WORLD'S GREAT LETTERS

from angient days to our own time, containing one of
Trotsky’s letters and Lenin’s Testament.

Selected and Edited by
M. LINCOLN SCHUSTER

MODERN BOOKSHOP
27 University Place

$3.75

New York City
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‘longer hours. of work at prevajly: |
ling, or preferably lower, hourly i
They also want g, =
permanent army of unemployed to.

ney General Jackson attributed
partly to Communist machin-
ations, and other similar devel- -
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T’he Hampton Institute
Conference

Roosevelt blessed the Hampton Institute Con-
ference on the Participation of the Negro in
National Defense, Lecause he knew who was con-
ducting it and kunew that they were not inter-
ested in embarassing his schemes for the war and
its preparations.

In spite of that, such is the logic of the
position of the Negro in American life that the
resolution on military and naval policy adopted
by this group of Negro petty bourgeoisie, teachers,
doctors, lawyers and so on who on the whole sup-
port the war, is a slap in the face to Roosevelt!

The resolution acks that Negroes be permitted
to serve in all branches of the armed forces with
out restriction; that the exclusion policies barring
Negroes from the marine corps and the army
hurse corps be abolished; that the War Depart-
ment be asked to put into effect the law passed
some time ago by C(ongress, providing for train-
ing of Negro avratron pilots; that additional Negro
ofﬁcers be tr amed that Roosevelt and local con-
gressmen be asked to appoint Negroes to the
n?.val academy at Annapolis, and that they be
given equal opportunity if they get there (there
are none there now); that Negroes be employed
in all branches of the selective service system;
that Negro soldiers and officers in the army be
in proportion to the Negroes in the total popula-
tion, etc.

The resolution is weak. It fails to demand an
end to the “separate regiment” policy of the Army.
It fails to ask that colored officers he permitted
to serve in all regiments, and seems satisfied if

- “eolored officers and professionals be assigned to
the four colored regular army regiments.” -Above
all, it fails to indicate how equa)l rights are to
be won by the Negro masses. it doesn’t say what
ig to be done when Roosevelt and Congress and
the War Department are asked for these things
and won't give them.

1t will not surprise our readers to learn that
the conference did net even consider the position

'sup_ported by the Socialist Workers Party: that
the only way to end Jim Crowism in the armed
forces is through a well-organized struggle for
trade union control of military training. After
all, there wasn’t a single trade unionist present,
or even a worker, so far as one could learn from
the conference publicity.

Schuyler’'s Writing :
And His Action

Before the Hampton Institute Conference was
held, many of the Uncle Tom “leaders” were talk-
ing ‘things up, pointing to il as the way out, as
the instrument of struggle against Jim Crowism
in the armed forces. The only person who gave
4 .correct indication of what was going to happen
was. George S. Schuyler, in his col mn in the
murgh Courier of Noveribér 30;seit éo press
before the conference was over. What he said
deserves to be quoted and remembered:

“It is very rarely that anything new or un-
usual is uttered in any of these addresses, or
danything really helpful added to the cause or
causes for which the conference is ostensibly held.
After the ordeal of speech-making comes the
round table discussions, where various egos battle
for utterance. Out of all this tonsil and ear-
torturing usually comes a set of resolutions so
general and so platitudinous as to make tragically
wasteful the spending of so much carfare, unless
the real purpose is to enrich the railroads and
gasoline companies.

“Of the 200 ‘authorities’ assembled at Hamp-
ton, it is probable that few had anything worth-
'while to offer ‘to solve the question of the Negro’s
place in the current National Defense scheme’ or
anything else. 1 have sat through several such
conferences and always left with a feeling of de-
Jectlon

“To golve the problems of the Negro in Amer-
jca calls for a social revolution, and: social revol-
utions must be preceded by revolutionary think-
ing and be led by revolutionary leaders. Solving
the Negroes’ problems (if, forsooth, they CAN be
solved) is gomg to be a long, hard and messy
job. And the kind of soft-handed, well-gr oomed,
cultured, income-tax-paying, pillarg-of-society who
foregather at these conferences, after a night in
a Pullman drawing room or a dash by airplane,
ghudder at the thought of anything revolutionary,
They are mostly houge-broken by government
berths or sinecures, institutions owned or con-
trolled by the very people who keep race preju-
dice alive.

“There has heen very little consigtent, per-
» sistent and intelligent action (to solve the Negro’s

problems) because, to tel]l the simple truth, we
have had no real democratically organized, na-
tionwide and ably led organization contrglled from.
below and resppnsive to the needs and demands
of the masses of colored people everywhere

“If there were such an organization it could
go into action on any and all problems faced by
Negroes in our American barbarism. And becanse
it financed and backed its elected delegates and
agents, they would he free, yes, compelied to rep-
resent only the Negro masses, and ngi be ¢on-
cerned about what anybody else thought.

«If we had had such an organization, it would
have heen working op the axmy and navy dis-
¢rimination problem through the years, educating
the masses of Negroes by consistent and persistent
propaganda and action. It would have worked
out some technigue of fighting other than sending
letters and telegrams of protest . .. By this time
it would have been so powerfyl that a nationax
conference would have aroused far more than the
indulgent smirk which doubtless greeted. the
Hampton talkfest...

And yet, two dpys after this excellent article
had appeared on the news-stands, Schu;y,ler was,

down in Washington participating in. apother.

conference on “national defense”, attendqd for
the most part by people who had attended the
Hampton conference!

(Next week: The Courier Conference)

‘Camac
|Stalinists Deliberately Deceived the Masses in Supportmg Camacho

| whole weight of propaganda, dis-

Stalin

By JOHN G. WRIGHT

Sunday, October 20, will be remembered as Black
Sunday by the entire Soviet technical and administra-
tive personnel, and by all the skilled workers. Some-
thing had been brewing for weeks. Every engineer,
white-collar specialist, Stakhanovist, every petty un-
derling could tell this just by sniffing the air, or by
adding up mentally the number purged in the last 24
hours. That Sunday, when they read the Pravda, they
learned the news.

The June 26 laws had been extended to apply to
them]! They, too, like the ordinary workers, were
‘henceforth to be shackled to their jobs in the enter-

|.prises angd institutions which Stalin has converted in-

to virtual penitentiaries. If the common workers were
life-term prisoners, then they had become permanent
supenvisors, task-masters, turnkeys, guards,—trust-
ies!—not, only de facto. but de jure.

That could be perhaps endured, except by those in

{ the provinces. But that was met all. They. could no

longer choose their place of employment, that would.
be decided for them, and was, in fact, already indicat-
ed in, advance for many—the provinces, the Kuznetsk
‘Basin, the Urals, Siberia and all points East. Still
-more: directly involved were those whq had at long
last succeeded, by hook or crook, to locate themselves
in Moscow, Leningrad, and ofher capital cities of the
«Soviet Unjon, i.e., those with cushiest jobs, in best

| lodgings, with, best schools, best supply of food, of

,amusements, clubs, and all other good things in life.
The Sunday edition carried only the text of the

:~kaase,; the editorial was devoted. to the marvels of

Tadjik-Buryat-Mongol and other native arts. Com-
ment was reserved for Monday. Stalin loves such
week-end details.

TEXT OF THIS GRIM UKASE
Or it may be that comment was really superfluous.
The ukase speaks for itself, curtly and to the point.

o

|- The preamble reads:

“The task of assuring competent cadres in new
factories, plants, shafts, mines, construction projects,
transport, as. well as in the enterprises shifting over
to new forms of production*—demands a correct al-
location of engineers, technicians, master-workmen
(foremen), employees, and skilled workers among the
different enterprises; and necessitates the. transfer
of workers from industries already disposing of com-
petent cadres into other industries which are.in need
of them.”
Article 1 of the ukase lists those affected:
“Engineers, constructors, technicians, master-
workers (foremen), draftsmen, bookkeepers, econom-
ists, accountants, employees in the finance and plan
departments, as well as skilled workers above. and. in-
cludmg the sixth category.” Categories above and in-
cluding. the sixth include the Stakhanovists. All said
persons are subject to compulsory transfer “from
one enterprise or institution to apnother independently
of the territonial location of said enterprises and in-
stitutjons.”

Article 5 fixes the penalty:

-~“$All-persons guilty of failing to comply with
orders ... are considered as having left their en-~
terprise or institution arbitrarily and are remit-
ted to the courts on the charge of violating
Article 5 of the June 26 ukase. of the Presidium of
the Supreme Council, of the. USSR.” The penalty
is the GPU dnngeon,

To dispel any illusiors among those workmg on

short-term contracts—which applies especially to the

provinces—Article 6 abrogates “as of Ogctober 20,

*This guarded formula refers to the conversion of

many plants into armament and munitions factories,
not fureseen by the Third Five Year Plan but made
necessary by the Finnish experience and the growing

‘war danger.

om pulsory Labe
"'Techni;ciaml Stakhanovists No lLonger Free To Choose Their Place Of Emplmment

1940 all short-term labor agreements” and empowers
the authorities to “retain the above-specified engin-
eers, employees and skilled workers in those enter-
prises and institutions in which they are now working
on a contract basis,” (Pravda, October 20).

“As of October 20”! With Sunday as the deadline,
even the most agile and nimble-witted could not pos-
sibly get+in under the wire. The Kremlin knows its
rascals.

PRAVDA EXPLAINS WHY

Prayvda’s belated Mpnday editorial clears up the
little details and bears the modest, if wearisome, title:
“A MEASURE OF GREAT S’,I‘ATE IMPORTANCE.”

Attempting to provide a rational explanation for

. this blow against ils labor aristocracy, nurtured so
long and so carefully, Pravda blurts out:

“In many new constructions, especially those far
removed: from the regipnal centers, a section of the
specialists, employees and skilled workers enter into
short-term labor agreements. An engineer or a work-
er arriving at a factory on a 1-2 year contract feels
not infrequently that he is only a temporary guest.
In the Kuzbas mines such engineers and techniciang
were some time ago spoken of as people with a ‘suitr
case. on their minds.’ The miners would say contempt-
nously: ‘This fellow is sitting on his suitcase...’, in
referring to those. who showed very little concern for
the fate of the enterprise. as they bided the day of
their quick departure. But the normal functioning, of a
modern plant or mine requires a stable and cormpeteni
cadre, and not prima donnas. It is necessary to have
stable cadres who.constantly perfect their knowledge,
who become familiar with the enterprise in which
they weork.” .

.Pravda. thus corrobmates the fact that the real
blake on productivity of labor is not the inadequacy
or backwardness of the mass of the Russian workers
but the character of the technical-administrative
staffs. Prima donnas, cheats, chiselers, and careerists
bred by the fatal regime itself are to be transformed
into devoted and competent cadres by the magic of
shackles and the whip—if only the Ukase is ‘“fulfilled
honestly and to the letter,” promises Pravda.

WHY STALIN USES COMPULSION

Up to new, explains the editorial, very little suc-
cess has been attained in “transferring engineers, em-
ployees and skilled workers in adequate numbers from
one enterprise to another. A section of the workers
has shown no concern for the interests of the state
and has refused to transfer. A number of employees
and specialists, from among the reduced central ap-
paratuses in Moscow. have.tried to settle down in the
same old place instead of leaving for the periphery
where they could benefit the country greatly.” (Prav-
da, October 21).

The seemingly casual phrase underscored by us in
the a\‘oov.e passage discloses that the October 19 ukase
is only the consummation of a whole series of steps
already taken by the Kremlin in its campaign to

. make-cver and discipling the lower ranks after the

dismal fallule of Stakhanovism. A silent purge had
taken pla}ce in the central apparatuses. But the “re-
duction” failed to produce the desired results, and has
been supplemented by state-police action. it will fail
ag dismally.

Pravda cautiously computes that the concentration
of “competent cadres” in the ‘“periphery” i.e., the

‘provinces—is about one-quarter of the concentration

in Moscow, Leningrad, and other capital cities. The
inference is obvious. While the apparatus swells to
monstrous proportions in places where life is “easiest
and merriest,” the outlying regions suffer more and
more from an acute shortage of necessities and of
men, for example, the vast industry of the Kuznetsk
Basin. “The same situation exists in a number of

other enterprises, especially in Siberia, in the East.”
The stress placed by the Kremlin on the Far East is
unquestionably connected with feverish war prepara-
tions. l

“At the same time,” PRAVDA continues with its
murdercus self-indictment, “there is a surplus of en-
gineers and technical workers in many old enterprises
especially in the industrial centers and, in the cifies,
above all places like Moscow and Leningrad. The
transition to the 8-hour day and 7-day week has like-
wise freed a section of the skilled workers, The whole
task is to transfer them in an ORGANIZED WAY to
these enterprises which need competent cadres.” (Em-
phagis in the original.)

“ENORMOUS” NUMBERS AFFECTED

While the exact number of those slated for trans-
fer from the centers to the provinces cannot be com-
puted, .it obviously runs into hundreds of thousands.
Approximately one-half of those now in.the “old: en-
terprises” must be shifted to correet the officially
acknowledged dispropoxtion,

Unable to blame the regime itself for this catast-
rophic  condition, Prayda, nonetheless, %brazenly
enough, fixes the blame in part on the June 26th
laws:

“Prior to the June 26 Ukase...when there used to
exist an ENORMOUS TURNOVER OF LABOR IN
INDUSTRY, the new enterprises would obtain a part
of their labor force spontaneously. Most often these
were not stable cadres because many workers and em-
ployes moved. on to other enterprises. Nonetheless a
certain section of the workers did settle down. Today
when a decisive struggle is being waged: against labor
migration, today when the self-willed departyre of
workers and employees from enterprises and, institu-
tions has been prohibifed, it is impgssible to count
upon adequately filling the staff of the new enter-
prises on the basis of a spontangous flow...This
means that the new enterprises and those assimilat-
ing new types of production must have an QRGAN-
IZED flow of qualified workers.”

What a picture of chaotic conditions in industry?!

The Kremlin foresees nothing, not even the con-
sequences of its own laws. In addition, Pravda gives
itself the lie direct. For weeks it has been swearing
that the June laws were aimed at a very small sec-
tion of the working class, not more than 3-4 per cent.
Now comes an official declaration that the ‘decisive
struggle” is being directed against an “engrmous”
section, skilled as unskilled, bpokkeepers as well
as engineers and technicians, all of whom participated
in an “enormous turnover of laber in industry.” The
“Stakhanoyist” in the Kremlin produces decrees at
such record breaking speed that it is impossiple not
only to prepare for them politically, but even to re-
concile today’s explanations with those of yesterday.
to say nothing of tomorrow.

The bureaucratic summits are becoming more and
more isolated not only from the mass of the popula;
tion but from the lower ranks of the bureaucracy as
well.

BATTLE FOR PRIVILEGES

Within the lower ranks a muffled nationwide bat-
tle is now raging: Those in the provinces are pitted
against those in the centers, engineer is pitted against
engineer, Stakhanovist against Stakhanovist, one
white-collar functionary against another, and so on
down the bureaucratic ladder. The methods and
weapons utilized in such a- struggle transcend des-
cription. The arena of combat extends into the vanks
oflthe party, for a great number of the comhatants
whose vital interests are affected by the ukase are
party members, together with their wives and rela-
tives, and hold various party posts. Those ahle to
exert special pull will remain with the fl,eshpoﬁs in

the center. The vanquished. will cither go to jail, or
to the Kuzbas, the Urals, Siberia, and all points East,
all expenses paid.

It is too early to predict the course that the con=

flict (between these discontented lower layers and the
capricious irremovable tops will take. Sections clos-""

est to the workers may quickly feel the impulsion to.

draw nearer to the mass. But between the mass and’}

the main tiers of the technjcal and administrational

machine there still remains an enormous gulf. Never-
theless one fact is already indisputable: The interne- ’

gine strife must shatter beyond repair an 1mp0rtant
section of the repressive apparatus,

BACKED BY NEW FRAMEUP TRIALS
Within four days of the publication of the October

19 ukase, Stalin, in onder to keep the conflict from -

o B

v

reaching dangerous proportions, and to curb the dis- *=®

content, has heen. forced. to apply. his sharpest metha
ods: frame-up trials. And with them has been revived ~
the threat of another blood-bath,

. On October 24, the Soviet press began featuring -

day by day .the trial of three defendants in the M,o-:.., e

cow’ Clty Court. All three defendants are technicians,

This estabhshes the” audience for whose particular "

benefit the frame-up'is steged, The GPU gets explicitf
orders on such items. A. D. Mityasov, the first de-

fendant, is described’as “former head of the Central . ~

Directing Bureau of ferrous metallurgy of -the South
and the Center”; T. P. Pervushina, a woman, is “an
engineer-geologist”; and the third defendant, A. L
Karpushin—'an engineer employed by the. Leningrad.
Institute Mekhanobor.” All. three are charged with
being members of a “wrecking crew of slanderers

who not only traduced honest Communists but took %

under their protection acknowledged enemies of the
people.” All three of course confessed. (Pravda, Oc- ..
tober 24, 25, 26).

The technique of the incumbent head of the GPU,
Berya, is as primitive as that of his predecessors. The
fraud is seilf-apparent. The criminal activity of the
defendants is dated back to 1935, that is, one full year
prior to the staging of the Zinoviev-Kamenev Trial of
August, 1936. The defendants are charged with hav-
ing slandered literally hundreds in the period of 1935~_
490, Among their very first victims were ‘37 students
of the Leningrad: Mining Institute who wene accused
of Trotskyite activity.” And yet, in the same breath,
we are told that: “Their reports were car.eﬁullir
checked and each time (in five years!—JGW)- the
slanderous character of these reports was revealed,
And as a Jogical consummation of their slander-
activity, there they sit in the prisoner’s dock...”
(Pravda. Oct. 24). That is, the defendants “slandered”
and were exposed as slanderers not only under Ya-
goda (who was shot) and Yezhov (who was purged),
but also under Berya, but they were not brought to.
trial—unti] Qctober, 1940! Such is Prayda’s logic.

A NEW WITCH-HUNT BEGINS.

The purpose of this frame-up really lies in the
“confession’”- of the defendants that they shielded

“enemies of the peoplé" in particular, a wé’man"’““"‘-“ﬂ

Trotskyite, D., who wa& exposed by the Lenmg,raggi
party organizatioy.

“‘How are we to explain the fact that you took
upon yourself the defense of D.?” the defendant is
asked by Prosecutor Khabarov.

“‘It was my mistake’, softly answered Pervushi~
na.” (Pravda, Octoser 26, our emphasis.)

The hunt is on again for the “enemies of the

people.” In the Leningrad- organization of the party, ) j
The

the GPU wuncovers a ‘“woman Trotskyite, D”.
Prosecutor dares not mention her full name. More
significant. is the fact that the term “Trotskyite” has
reappeared; in the. columns of Stalin’s press two
months after he had Trotsky murdered.
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By G, MUNIS
MEXICO, D. F.-During the elec-
tion campaign the Stalin- -Tolgdano
‘heralds qroclalmed at the top of
their lungs the revolutionary
.character of Camacho as O_onsed
to the reactionary Almazan. The.

cipline and coergiop which the
CTM (Confederation. of Mexican,
Workers) bureaucracy could dig-
pose of was put al the service of
the “candidate of the revolution.”
The Trotskyists, top weak to
nominate g candidate of their.
own, declined, nevertheless, to en-
dorse .either of the candidates.
Basically, both candidates. had, a
Jourgeois character and. the two
also lacked a program, even a mini-
mum ong, which. conld. guarantee
the conguests of the workers and
-peasants.
The Commupist Party there-
iupon accused the Trotskyites as
“Almazanists.” It is known how
the Stalinists pictured Trotsky as
an ally and collaborator of Alma-
zan. The “confession” of the as-
sassin of Trotsky, Jacson, insi-
nuated something in the same
sense. Stalinism cannot support,
even in the slightest, the existence
of a revolutionary policy; Stal-
inism, carries on a calumnious
campaign, attempting to identify
revolution with reaction,
Nevertheless, Camacho’s tri-
umph has sufficed to give com-
plete justification to the analysis
‘made by the Trotskyists. Barely
certain that he would occupy the
;presidential chair, Camacho sum:
moned the newspapermen and
made a few remarks which gave

they can be summarized thus:
Fatherland, religion, order, and
property. And in order to give
point to his remarks, he started
to go publicly to mass, no doubt
to praise God and the souls of
the Stalinjsts and Toledanists who
brought him victory.

The reactionary nature of the
new policy announced by the *“can-
didate of the people” is so mark-
ed that the president of the Al-
mazanist party hastened to pro-
claim his own and his party’s sup-
port of Camacho. Twenty-four
hours later he rectified his some-
what stunning words, but this cor-
rection as well as the previous
grandiloquent threats of Almazan
‘does not mean that political dif-
ferences exist; it is a letter of
.exchange for greater political con-
cessions and higher public posts.
Almazanism had died as unneces-
sary.

The flag of reaction has passed
without any transition or grave
convulsions from the hands of
one to those of the othgr. Some
armed bands that rose against the
government acted without coord-
ination” and have surrendered to
the forces of the army. Almazan
never solidarized himself with
them. Finally, the arrival of Al-
mazan in the capital excludes all
Jhossibility of struggle and his dec-
Jlarationg recognize Camacho as
the leader of Almazanism. The
Trotskyists were completly right:
between the two candidates no
fundamentsal differences existed,

Lompardo Toledano and the
Stalinists, by their unconditional
suppprt of Camacho, have deceiv-

give the working class a candidate

deceived. They ‘“neglected”
of their own when, the least grasp
of politics foresaw that Camacho
hoped, to accomplish a swing to
the right. But!the CTM bureauc-
racy cannot adopt an independent
policy without running the risk
of unlopsing a real revolutionary
movement. The blinding of the
masses was necegsary in order to
preserve the interests of this bur-
eaugcracy. :
The collusion between, Camacho
and the reactionary forces of thg
country is beyopd doupt. With
raucous glee, the conservative ca-
bal prepares to uge its forces and
carry out different projects., Re-
newal of the upper democratic
hierarchies of the government,
distribution of ministries and sub-
secretariats, new selection of
the dipJomatic corps, protec-
tion of capital, free hand for
imperialism, restriction if not
suppression of the right to
strike, and in Draconian measures
againsi the most elementary needs
of the working class,

Will Avila Camacho succeed in
accomplishing his reactionary aims,
with the aid of the same bureauc-
ratic satellites who surrounded
Cardenas, that is to say, the Party
of the Mexican Revolution and the
Confederation of Mexican Work-
ers dominated by Lombardo Tole-
dano and the Stalinists? The
strata, of the PRM who hold the
important state posts will not op-
pose Camacho’s desires. From the
moment Camacho expressed con-
trition bhefore the altar for his
abominable revolutionary delir

jum, many of those who yesterday

vanged” ideas, have discovered: in
the bottom of their hearts a hid-
den religious faith. Catholicism
conquers new gnd unguspecting
proselytes.

The hetelogeneous class compo-

sition and the lack of ideology of'|-

the so-called Party of the Mexican
Revolution converts it into a doe-
ile instrument in the hands of
any fraction of the Mexican bour-
geosie. A few changes to more
trusfworthy men will suffice to
accomplish the course to the right
withont any fundamental changes,
However, it is prohable that Ca:
magcho will dissolve the PRM and
form another party which the Al-
mazanists would be invited to.
join. Thus reaction would feel
more satisfied and the Almazan-
ists would have greater access to,
governmental posts. In either
case, the social base of the PRM
will adapt itself completely to the
interests of the reactionary bour-
geosie.

For their part, neither the lead-
ers of the CTM nor the Stalinists
have dared to raise a single ob-
jection to Camacho’s remarks. As
far as the future is concerned,
they only hope to retain their
.posts. They even offer their serv-
ices to the president-elect to al-
low them to subdue workers who
might have the courage to pro-
test. The Mexican press has
sppken of substituting in place of
Toledano in the leadership of the
CTM, Fidel Velazquez, a second-
ary figure who won’t mind dis-
placing his boss. As a whole. the

corrypt bureaucracy of the CTM
will be perfectly submissive. But
the proletariat grouped in this]|.

character of their leaders, and the
policy of Camacho will awaken,
sopner or later, a new trade union
movement, more independent, de-
mocratic and healthy.

The Communist Party appears:
ready to purchase tolerance at the
price of silence. Their press and,
pamphlets, formerly sold on al-
most every newstapd in the capl-
tal, have already almost complete-'
ly disappeared. The printing
press which ran them off has been,
sold. The rare copies which one
comes across gall upon ‘“believers,
and non-believers” to support the
“progressive policy” of ‘the gov-
ernment. One gets the impres-
sion that the C. P. will renounce,
all and devote itgelf to activity,
more apparent than real, with the
purpose of conserving legality.
The legality the C. P. wants is.
a relative legality and freedom
of action for GPU agents who,
pullulate like ants in Mexico. Polr
itically Stalin doesn’t expect any-
thing from the C. P. of Mexico,
But as a GPU base of operations
it is absolutely indispensable for
him. To permit this, the C. P.
will invent any “progressive” pre-
texts which will allow it to exist
and support Camagcho.

Thus the struggle between Avila

other, and which gave the faint-
hearted chills of civil-war, yesolv-
ed itself miserably like a storm ¢
in a teacup, and of course, at the
expense of the workers and peas-
ants.

rise to great joy in the national
and ‘foreign press. In essence

ed the masses. The Stalinists and
Toledanists cannot say they were

were frightened by their own ‘“ad-

trade union center will learn with
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.adequate air-rald shelters for the teeming masses,
of London.
class, the “soclaligt” patriots who form the “leﬁ%‘:
wing” of the British Labor Party, undertook iff =
a recent issue (October 4) of their
Tribune, to explain to their betters why this task

was

are

cial

,brobjem.
‘8Ririt of Lopdongrs may move through sullen re-

sentment to an open refusal to accept the sacri- .
fices negessany for vigtory.” ’

Al .
;”;‘?&‘;’Owi&ndha :;:gi\zz-"inw?r’:g for the removal of old people or 1nva1ms trom -
concilable  opposition to  each London? There is no evacuation scheme fq,r_‘2

to

R

mﬁ&é&m‘)ﬂ S

turn up:

“W.e had been told that the defenses of London
“were completed, and sufficient arrangements had
been made for the sheltering of the homeless or
undefended. '
angry.

they reflect, this anger? If you know what that |
anger is, you will answer NQ at once.”

on the speed and efficiency with which he (Spe- °

“The. deaires of the people are very reasonable, ..
They, are the provision, of. shelter accommodation,
of a type giving more protection than the surface
-shelter, that will alow them to. lie down and,;
sleeD. at night in an atmosphgre that is not dan;
gerously unhealthy, and is not rank with. the
stink of human excreta.”

“I wonder if Mr.

mothers with children of school age who want .

cially selected areas, or can find their own billets.
Very few London working-class women can do
this, so they and their children are forced to re-
main in London and swell the nightly casualty
lists.” o

One group of agdvisers to Qhe ruling ,.-..;

weekly, The

so urgently necessary. Some revealing details

It was a lie; and the victims are
Now, the Labour members are, if they
anything, the protectors .of the. workers. Do

. The outcome of the war may well depend -

Commissioner. Willink) is able to tackle the
Unless, this. is done successfully the

Sk

abeis

.8y

Churchill is aware that, in

leave London, unless they live in a few spe- |
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FIGHT WITH THE
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ON THE WAR FRONT:

For: .

1. Military training of workers, financed by the gov-
ernment, under control of the trade unions.

2. The establishment of special officers’ training
camps, financed by the government and controlled
by the trade unions, to train workers to become
officers.

8. Confiscation of all war profits—all company books
to be open for trade union inspection.

- 4. Expropriation of all war industries and their

operation under workers’ control.

. 5. Trade union wages for all workers drafted into the
army.

6. Full equality for Negroes in the armed forces—
Down with Jim Crowism,

7. An end to secret diplomacy,

8. A peoples’ referendum on any and all wars.

AT HOME:
For:

1. A job and decent living for every worker.

2. Thirty-thirty—3$30 weekly minimum wage—30

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.

$30 weekly old age and disability pension.

Full social, political and economic equality for the

Negro people.

Workers Defense Guards against vigilante and

fascist attacks.

_6. A twenty-billion dollar Federal public works and
housing program to provide jobs for the unem-
ployed.

. 7. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

8. An Independent Labor Party based on the Trade
Unions.

9. A Workers’

and Farmers’ Government,

| Why The Silence?

As the real news about the situation in the
Soviet Union trickles through to the outside world,
the silence in the bourgeois press becomes more
and more obvious. Has Stalin’s blackout been ex-
tended to the Western Hemisphere? Why shoald
the American bourgeoisie render this service to the
Kremlin?

It is a mistake to think that the bourgeoisie is
“uninterested” or has just happened to overlook

~ transformation of Soviet factories into virtual
penitentiaries to which the workers are sentencecd
for life; the extension of this imprisonment to their
sons and daughters, along with the children of
peasants; the inclusion of the administrative and
technical staffs in the increasing regimentation; the
purge of the Komsomols and the trade union bur-
- eaucracy and, most recently, the purge of tech-
nicians, engineers, and dissident bureaucrats; the
~ resumption of frame-up trials in connection with
this purge; the increasing difficulties not only in
industry but also in agriculture; the growing short-
age of necessities, the rising prices and indirect
wage cuts, etc., etc.,, No, this silence at this time
-can not be accidental.
: Back-stage diplomatic maneuvers between
" Washington and Moscow have been going on for
scme time now,

Almost simultaneously with the termination of
the Hitler-Molotov interview, the Kremlin-White
Touse negotiations took on a “positive” aspect.
Washington announced its approval of the charter
. of tankers to carry oil and machine tools to Vladi-
~ vostok. In return the Kremlin granted a consulate
~and a Far East “observation post” in Vladivostok
to American imperialism.

Obviously inspired by the Kremlin, Red Army
‘commanders begin rattling the sword in the Far
L'ast and the Moscow censors not only release the
news but link up the Generals directly with the
Communist party. Here is how this interesting
item begins:

“MOSCOW, Dec. 7 (AP)—From what is desig-
nated as the ‘Far Eastern Front” a Communist
party conference of the Red Army has sent to
Joseph Stalin a promise that the Soviet troops will
‘fight any minute’ and ‘defeat any enemy’. The
pledge was expressed by General Markian Popoff,
who commands the First Far Eastern Army, fol-
"Towing a meeting of officers, commissars and troops
who are members of the party. General Grigori M.
Stern, Commander in Chief of the Far Eastern
Torces, spoke to the assemblage.” (N. Y. Times,
Dec. 8)

7 Tt is hardly likely that Stalin is trying to pro-
voke the Japanese militarists before whom he has
so long grovelled. In fact, it is unlikely that he is
“addressing himself to them at all. Washington is
doing all the threatening of Japan. Stalin’s bluster
does sweeten the atmosphere in which the tenta-
{ive negotiations with Washington are proceeding.

the latest developments of such magnitude as: the .

n

Trotsky pointed out, before Stalin silenced his
powerful voice, that the key to Stalin’s foreign
policy in the period immediately ahead was in the
hands of the White House. The Kremlin’s foreign
policy may well be decided in Washington.

Meanwhile, the intangible exchange of ameni-
ties continues. While America’s hard-boiled Sixty
Families, with whom all final decisions rest, weigh
the pros and cons, nothing is permitted to interfere
with the back-stage probings as to just how far
Stalin will really dare to venture out on the limb.

In the big bourgeois press the lid is on. And
this is also reflected in a marked lack of interest
in the Soviet developments in the so-called radical
press, and the sheets of the Mensheviks of all

varieties.

When the bourgeoisie howled about “poor,
brave little Finland,” these Mensheviks barked
in chorus. When the bourgeoisie decided among
other things, not to fuss about poor “little Estho-~
nia,” poor “little Latvia,” etc., etc., all the “op-
ponents of Stalin’s imperialism” likewise dropped
their tails with a just barely audible yelp. Like
well trained poodles they react instantly not only
to the master’s loud voice, but to a mere gesture
of his littlest finger.

Roosevelt's Latest

It would be easy to demonstrate that, like other
recent moves he has made, Roosevelt’s plan to
“lend” Britain munitions is not “aid short of war”
but constitutes actual participation in the war. [t
would be easy to show that, in this latest move to
circumvent the Neutrality Act, Roosevelt has
broken the solemn promises he made last year in
order to secure passage of the “cash and carry”
provisions of the Neutrality Act.

Let us, however, concentrate attention on the
significant fact that Roosevelt still does not dare
propose outright abrogation of the Neutrality Act
and of the Johnson Act (which prohibits loans to
defaulting countries). Roosevelt still feels it neces-
sary to violate these laws, with the aid of appro-
priate mumbo-jumbo opinions from his Attorney
General, rather than to call for new laws more in
harmony with his war program. Why 1is this so?

It is so, we believe, because the masses of this
country sti]l don’t want war. They still hope to
keep out of the war. They are skeptical of the aims
for which perfidious Albion is warring. They are
equally skeptical of the aims for which Wall Street
wants war. They accept Roosevelt’s policy in the
half-hope that his avowed aim of aid-short-of-war
will actually achieve that result.

Were Roosevelt, however, openly to move to
clear the decks for all-out action, the deep-seated
anti-war feelings of the masses would come to the
fore again. A proposal by Roosevelt to abrogate
the Neutrality and johnson Acts would, it is cer-
tain, galvanize great sections of the people in a
resurgeiice of opposition to Roosevelt’s war pro-
gram. Hence Roosevelt’s circumlocutions. But
thereby he gives involuntary testimony to the
depth of anti-war feeling still latent in this country.

That pervasive anti-war sentiment is signifi-
cant, not because it decries the horrors of war. As
a matter of fact, upon close analysis, it is clear
that to call it “anti-war sentiment” is a misnomer.
It is something much more important than that.
The workers and farmers are not pacifists in any
sense of the word. If the well-being of the people
necessitated a war, the workers and farmers would
have no compunctions in fighting one through to
the end.

Their. “anti-war” feelings, therefore, flow from
the first glimmerings of the realization that neither
this war, nor any other fought under the leader-
ship of the capitalist class, serves humanity. And
in those first glimmerings is the beginning of all
wisdom.

Sidney Hillman's Gnat

Like the proverbial scoundrel, Sidney Hillman
has swallowed a camel but strains on a gnat. He
didn’t peep when his pals on the Defense Council
awarded Bethelehem Steel a billion and two hun-
dred millions of war orders. e didn't peep when
Ford got an order for 120 millions for warplane
engines. And so on, and so on. Now he raises his
voice in protest against...a measly two-million
dollar order. for war-trucks ‘to Ford.

I1is protest is coyly made public, not by Hill-
man, but by one of his flunkeys. It turns out that
the protest isn’t in writing, but was lodged ver-
bally. It is made painstakingly clear that the pro-
test, such as it is, is made specifically against this
one order to Ford, and doesn’t apply to the other
war orders given to labor law violators or even
to the other orders given to Ford.

But this incident has this much value. It shows
that, in spite of all the press ballyhoo, in spite of
all the threats being made by bosses and their
political agents in Washington, the pressure of the
workers is pressing down on Washington. 1 the
thick rhinoceros hide of Hillman finds it necessary
to respond with this perfunctory protest, that
shows that the resentment of the workers, against
the brazen anti-labor policy of the government in
handing out war contracts, is beginning to be felt.

Hillman’s “protest” also serves to focus atten-
tion on the key question: What shall the workers
do if the government persists in refusing to abide
by the labor laws, and continues to hand out con-
tracts to labor-law violators? Hillman’s “protest”
is so obviously impotent; truth to tell, the pro-
tests of Philip Murray and John L. Lewis aren’t
so very much more potent than Hillman’s. Pro-
tests will turn out to be useless—unless they are
backed up by definite preparations for strike
struggles against Bethlehem Steel, Ford and the
others. ‘

Hillman’s “protest’” is a substitute for such
strike actjon. What is needed is a supplement to
protests. And that can only mean real, serious,
honest-to-goodness preparations for militant ac-

tion,

| tivity, formation of an indepen-

Our

By GRACE CARLSON
A large number of letters have
come in to Minnesota, from com-
rades and friends throughout the
country, inquiring about the secret
of our success in the recent elec-
tion campaign. (The Socialist
Worker Party, listed on the ballot
as the “Trotskyist Anti-war Par-
ty,” received 8,761 votes— more
than the combined totals of the
Socialist and Communist Parties.)
This secret is not hard to find.
The Bolshevik character of the
Minnesota Party determined the
guccess of the campaign, Trained
and disciplined ranks, led by
workers with years of devotion
and sacrifice for the revolutionary
movement in their records. carri-
ed through the campaign in an
efficient, organized manner.

There is no doubt that my can-
didacy at the time had “news va-
lue.” In Minnesota, where so
many hundreds of Farmer-Labor-
ites and liberals have been fired
in the past two years by the reac-
tionary Stassen machine, when a
state employee voluntarily resigns
from a job, she makes news. There
is something of the ‘“man bites
dog” element in such a story. The
campaign for signatures opened
less than two weeks after my res-
ignation from the State Depart-
ment of Education, and we were
thus able to “cash in” on the pub-
licity attendant upon the resigna-
tion. '

WHOLE PARTY TOOK PART

The first big task, the gather-
ing of the signatures necessary to
place our Palty on the ballot, was
done by Sunday morning mobiliza-
tions of St. Paul and ‘Minneapolis
comrades for house-to-house ecan-
vassing. A big majority of the
Twin City membership took part
in the mobilizations; those unable
to do so gathered signatures in
other ways. With less than a
month allowed by Minnesota law
for the work of placing a minor-
ity party candidate on ‘the hallot,
we filed 2,600 signatures in the
Secretary of State’s office on Oc-
tober 5—600 more than the law
required.

All of the comrades deserve ere-
dit for their efforts in this part
of the campaign., Bhé of the old-
er comrades illustfates how seri-
ously this work ‘was regarded.
This was a woman comrade who
had recently gone through a seri-
ous surgical operation. Because
of her frail health and age she
would certainly have been excused
from the work of house-to-house
canvassing. She refused to be ex-
cused, however, and brought over
40 signatures in to headquarters.
This is the type of Bolshevik cour-
age which, conquering pain and
fear, carried the Marxist program
to Minnesota workers. A comrade
in the Carpenters Union gathered

a large number of signatures tfrom
workers on the job, (Even in Bill
Hutcheson’s union, workers will
support a militant, working-class
program, brought to them by one
of their own proven militants.)
A waitress gathered signatures
from her customers as did a
butcher Mn a retail meat market.

LITERATURE DISTRIBUTION

The distribution of the 5,000
campaign leaflets and the 10,000
copies of the special Minnesota
Edition of the Appeal was carried
out in the same enthusiastic way.
C. Johnson, the Campaign Man-
ager, was in charge of this phase
of the work. The piles of liter-
ature melted like snow as the com-
rades, under his direction, carried
the Trotskyist election literature
into working-class wards of the
two cities. Bundles of Appeals
were also sent to Duluth, St. Cloud
and other centers for distribution.
Here again, great ingenuity was
shown,

Two comrades engaged in trav-
elling work always carried a pile
of leaflets with them and released
a few dozen in every small town
along their route. They reported
that most of these leaflets were
picked up and read, since resi-
dents of small Minnesota towns
are not flooded with campaign
leaflets, advertisements, .etc. as
are city people.

One of the young comrades on
the University of Minnesota cam-
pus pressed our campaign liter-
ature on everyone who wore a
Thomas-Krueger button. He even
persuaded some of these S. P. sym-
pathizers of the errors of their
ways and made Trotskyists out of
them before the end of the cam-
paign.

RADIO BROADCASTS

The three fifteen-minute radio
Speeches, given on consecutive
Monday nights, were publicized by
paid advertisements in the capital-
ist as well as the labor and Negro
press. Moreover 2,000 postcards
were sent out, advertising the
sSpeeches. In addition, each piece

stamped ' message giving the time
and radio station over which the
speeches jcould be heard. We alsgo
obtained(some free publicity from
the press in the inclusion of our
candidat{e’s name on the ‘“cam-
paign clock” which listed the pol-
itical radio speeches of each day.

I have the eclipping from the
October 28 issue of the St. Pauli
Dispatch before me and see the

following line-up of political
Speeches for that day:
9:00 P.M. President Roosevelt

from New York City
KSTP

9:30 P.M. Wendell Willkie from
Louisville WCCO.

76:60 P.M. Dr. Grace Carlson,

of campaign literature carried a’

Party’s Election
Campaign In Minnesota

The Trotskyist Candidate for U. S. Senator Tells Why
She Polled More Votes Than Browder and Thomas Together

Trotskyist Anti-war
Party Candidate for
U. S. Senator WLOL.

10:15 P.M. Governor Stassen for
Willkie WTCN

Many comrades arranged radio
parties at their homes so that
friends might hear and discuss
these speeches. One comrade, wor-
king on a night shift in a factory,
brought a radio to the lunch room
so that the workers could hear
one of the speeches during their
lunch period. He reported that
this speech which consisted in the
main of long quotations from the
Manifesto of the Fourth Interna-
tional was very well received.

The diligent work of the Forum,
Finance, Education and Social
committees of the Twin City
branches in their own respective
fields bore fruit for the Party
in numerous successful election
rallies, meetings and socials, at-
tended by new as well as old sym-
pathizers of the Party.

TROTSKYIST ACTIVITY
KNOWN

Although large masses of work-
ers in outlying parts of the state as
well as farmers in rural areas did
not hear the speeches or receive
the literature, nevertheless an im-
pressive vote was recorded for the
Party in these areas.

The explanation of this phen-
omena is that these workers and
farmers wanted to express their
support of a Trotskyist program.
Because of the activities of the
Trotskyist leadership of the prog-
ressive Minneapolis labor move-
ment. during the past few years,
the word “Trotskyist” stands for
militant working-class action to
thousands of Minnesota workers
who have never read any Trotsky-
ist'literature.

TRIBUTE TO TROTSKY

The recent tragic deaith of Leon
Trotsky at the hands of Stalin’s
G.P.U, agent dramatized the pro-
gram of the Fourth International
for other thousands of workers
and farmers in Minnesota and
throughout the United States, Y
am very sure that many hundreds
of votes were cast for me as the
Trotskyist candidate in order to
do honor to the murdered hero
who symbolizes for the oppressed
the revolutionary struggle against
the capitalist system of exploita-
tion.

In this election campaign, the
first in this country in which the
name “Trotskyist” appeared on a
ballot, the ranks of the Minnesota
Party and the masses to which
the Party appealed for support
responded enthusiastically. To
have been the instrument through
which support for the program of
the Fourth Internatjonal was rec-
orded is a source of great personal

satisfaction for me.

(Continued from Page 1)
Hillmanites were very careful to
see that no important issue at all
reached the floor, and their op-
ponents unfortunately played into
their hands on this.

At a caucus of the anti-Hillman
delegates held after adjournment
the first day, it was agreed that
the major issues of the conven-
tion were industrial unionism, op-
position to curbing of lahor ac-

dent labor party, and control of
the state board to advance the
fight on these questions. “We will
carry the fight to them on every
issue,” sald a Stalinist spokes-
man, “and force a vote to see
where things stand.”

However, this was not done.
The Lewis-Stalinist leaders the
next morning made an agreement
with the Hillman leaders for a
“test vote” on the constitutjonal
provisions for electing the state
board, and thus made this the
major question of the convention.
The Hillmanites proposed that
they be permitted to continue the
practice of having representation
on the state board from various
sections of the Amalgamated and
the textile union, a]though other
unions are not penmtted more
than one or two representatives
from any international. This
would mean control of the board

arguments as: “It isn’t fair, it
isn’t democratic, the electrical
workers could do the same and
ask for representation for their
different parts of their industry,”
etc. In this way, they obscured
the main issues and conducted the
fight on the plane wlhere the Hill-
manites wanted it.

Delegates who wanted to ham-
mer home the principles agreed
upon at the caucus the day before
were denied the floor as the res-
ult of an agreement between the
heads of the two blocs which cut
discussion short after a few of
the leaders had spoken.

The result of the test vote was
305 to 293. Thus the Hillman-
ites won a close victory where
they might well have been routed.
Responsible for this was: (1)
Lewis from the national office
had sent down word urging that
both sides avoid controversial “n
tional issues,” thus taking away
from his group in the convention
their strongest weapou. (2) The
cowardice and stupidity of the
state Lewis-Stalinist leaders who
permitted the fight to be fought
cut on a machine, non-program-

a- [standing vote.

Hillmanites Now Control
Jersey CIO State Body

Hillmanites spent several thou-
sand dollars prior to the conven-
tion getting their locals into good
standing, while the Lewis leaders
fumbled the job, getting for ex-
ample a representation of 20 steel
delegates when they might easily
have had 60,

Instead of carrying the fight
further during the rest of the con-
vention, the Stalinists practically
gave up the fight after this first
vote. Almost everything else was
referred to the incoming state
board, which was elected with a
majority of Hillmanites.

One interesting exception was
the resolution that was adopted
condemning fascism, nazism and
communism. To this, for the first
time, in a CIO convention the
Stalinists took exception, demand-
ed the floor, opposed it vigor-
ously and rose against it on a
The Hillmanites
jeeringly replied that what was
good enough for the national CIO
was good enough for them, refer-
ring to the fact that the Stalin-
ists at the national convention

had all voted tor the same resolu-

matic basis. (3) The fact that the

tion.

Attention New

by the Hillmanites.

The Stalinists countered this by
demanding only one represent-
ative from each international.
And then, instead of exposing
Hillman’s real aims of. capitula-
tion to the AFL, instead of a
programmatic assault which
would have won support, the Stal-
insts confined themselves to such

-
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Against Shachtman’ s
Internal Regime

By JOSEPH HANSEN

For some time reports have been reaching ug that
factional war is convulsing the ranks of the petty-
bourgeois opposition which split from the Fourth In-
ternational last spring. A new wing of oppositionists
to the official oppositionist leadership has cropped up
in much the same way that lesser fleas are reputed to
crop up on bigger fleas,

It is reported that a wing which rejects Marxism
openly is struggling for domination of the so-called
Workers Party against the wing which rejects Marx-
ism surreptitiously, and that this is the reason for the
voluminous polemics which have been appearing un-
der the name of Max Shachtman in Labor Action.

Now that the electoral campaign is over and it is
safe to attack one’s campaign manager, the polemics
have been directed particularly against Dwight Mac-
donald, who heads the Burnham residue in the “Work-
ers Party” and who publicly advocates revision of the
basic doctrines of Marxism.

However Macdonald is struggling not only agan;st
Marxism as he did together with Shachtman in the
ranks of the Fourth International, he is also struggls
ing against the internal regime in his party.

Recently he wrote an expose of conditions in hls

party which we think deserves more wide-spread pub~ o

licity than Shachtman is willing to give it. Here are

some of the more salient points of Macdonald’s ex<

pose as mimeographed for the membership of the-

group:

The expose is entltled “Fraternity-—A Note on the
Intellectual Atmosphere in the Party,” that is, the
“Workers Party.” It appears that J. R. Johnson,

fellow-editor with Dwight of the New Internationnl,\-

without consulting the other editors, or the ruling

body of the party nevertheless polemized “in the .

sharpest terms against another member of the party,

namely myself while ostensibly attacking the bourn,‘

geois press.” v
“I have dwelt at such length on this episode,”
complains Macdonald, “not because of its intrinsic

importance, but because it is a specially good ex» °

ample of the serious degeneration in the intellectual
life of the party since the split. Under the pressure

of the war crisis and, at least in my opinion, of the

impotence of Johnson and other leading comrades tu

cope with international developments on the basis of-

their simple-minded mechanical-Marxist approach,
there has been generated a really poisoncus atmos-
phere. Comrades who, like myself, dissatisfied with

the official ‘answers’ and are casting about for more:

satisfactory interpretations, are regarded with the
same fear and bitterness and suspicion as Cannon
used to regard all of us during the faction fight. Why,

after all, was Johnson impelled to go to such fan-

tastic lengths in order to score a point off my ‘Par-

tisan Review’ article? Not because of the point he -

criticizes—a minor part of the article—but for an ens

tirely different reason: because my general conceps

tion of fasci m is unorthodo;\
dangerous. 'f
ness, this is the real issue.”

and, in his opinionj

..Ll_*--

Corrupt, Degenerate Regime

Sc corrupt and degenerated has become the iéds

gime in the so-called Workers Party that it is ap-
parently denying the very principle upon which it
justified its split from the Fourth International. It
will be recalled that the Burnham-Shachtman group
insisted at the time of the split upon their “right?”

to publish their attacks on Marxism in the pubhc-

party press whenever they felt like it.

They insisted that it was necessary for them to
split so that they could publish their own press.
“Mere” internal party bulletins were not enough for
them. |

Now they deny their own principles, for Mac-
donald is compelled to ask: “Let’s have the argument
conducted in the open, not tby means of such enven-
omed masked attacks as this one of Johnson.”

Macdonald sums up his expose of the regime of
the so-called Workers Party very succinctly: “We
have one editor launching a venomous polemic against
another editor in the very editorial columns...He
has done this without mentioning either me or Par-
tisan Review by name, so that those inside the party
would realize what he meant, while the outside pub-~
lic would remain in ignorance of the real aim of the
attack...Johnson went to such lengths that to have
mentioned me by name would have not ‘only pro-
voked a real scandal but would have madé the NI
look like a very peculiar sort of magazine, with one
editor denouncing another as a counter-revolutionary
squawker ... His editorial thus has the character of
a lynching rather than a legal exccution...I cannot.
sece how revolutionaries and counter-revolutionaries
can exist side by side either on the cditorial board
of a Marxist magazine or in a revolutionary party.”

If Macdonald is not satisfied with what publicity
we have been able to give his expose we suggest that
he start his own journal under the protecting wing of
the political committee of his party and blast that
committee publicly for what he terms the “serious
degeneration” they have permitted “in the intellec-
tual life of the party since the split.”

The Real Mystery Behind the
Hitler-Molotov Interview

On his mysterious visit to Hitler, Mblotov was
accompanied by more than fifty hand-picked individ-
uals. Not one of thesc “specialists” participated ine
any conference whatsoever. The sole duty of the
G.P.U. squad was to guard Molotov. It is rumored
in authoritative circles that several guards stood with
drawn pistols even at Molotov’s bedside. Now the
question is: Just who arranged for this body-guard
and why? Was it Molotov himself because he mis-
trusted Hitler? Or did he mistrust another and more
intimate “collaborator”—his comrade in the Krem-
lin? Or was the guard supplied by Stalin to make
sure that his Minister of Foreign Affairs and Presi-
dent of the Council of People’s Commissars reached
his appointed destination and returned home intact
(to be disposed of at a future date) instead of taking
it on the lam once the frontier was crossed? Or was
it simply that Stalin wanted Molotov to feel at home
in a strange country?
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