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False

It Belonged To A Loyalist|

Soldier In Spanish War

(Specinl te Rorializt Appeal)
MEXICO CITY, Oct.
Stalin’s GPU passport-forging
factory supplicd the false
passport with which “Frank
Jacson”, the assassin of Trot-
sky, came to thls continent,
the Mexican governmeni's In-
vesligation has revealed.
Jaczon uscd one of the many
passports which Stalin’s GPU
took from Amertcan and
Canadian volunteers who en-
tisted in the Loyalist army in
Bpain, Taken from the volun-
teers in the course of their
transportation to Spain
throuagh Stalinist-controted
channels, the passparis were
then seat in diplomatic pouch-
es to the [ISSR from Spain,
Walter Krivitsky, former head
of the Suvlet secret secvice in
Western Enrope, has told how
bundles of these_ passporis
came lo Moscow in every mail
daring that perigd. There, in
the hands of the most skitled
passport forgers in the world
the passports underwent the
necessary alieratlons to make
them usable by GPU agents.
The one which the GPU al-
tered for Jacron’s use was
originally issued by the Canad-
ian authorities to Tony Babich,
resident of Canada and s na-
vuralized British subject, borr
at Lovinae, Yuposlavia, June

e

13, 1905, Babich used this
passport. when he went to
Spain, where he fought in the
Loyalist army, On May 12,
1939 the Spanish governmend
issued a death certificete for
Tony Babich.

But Bablch’s passport,
meanwhile, was skillfally al-
tered in- Moscow. The name of
Teny DBabich was erased and
the name of Frank Jacson put
in instead. The photograph of
the dead man was removed
and replaced by that of the!
man who had been assigned to
murder Trotsky,

The assassin thought that he
had prevented the possibility
of tracing his passpori back
toe the GPLU forging factory
from which it came, He told
the judge he had burned the
passport along with hizs other
personal  papera.  before he
went to Coyoacan the day of
lke murder. The burning of
the passport was in itself a
ronfession that Jacsom was
fearful that government ex-
perts would trace the passpor”
hack to thore who falsified it.

However, the Mexican au-
thoritiez have heen able to
trace the passport back te its
source, and Lhus lo establish
another jrrefutable proof that
the murderer of Trofsky is an
agent of Stzlin’s GPU.

Another Stalinist Jailed

For Attack on

Leon Trotsky

MEXICO CITY, Oct. Se—David

Alfare Siguecirns, sought by Lhe
police since June as the leader of
the machine-gun band whieh made
the assassination atiempt agalnst
Trotsky on May 24, was captured
yesterday morning.
. He was hiding out an a raneh
in the state of Jalisco. He had
grown a beard and mustache and
was dressed like a typleal ran-
cheto.

Front hiding, during the Jagt
manths, he hatd sent four Jetiers
to the press, jusiffying the allempt
to murder Trofaky,

To the policejupon his arrest
Shes follawingatatemant
concerning the HMay Z4th attack:

“Rirsi—I witl demonstrate
that it deals with a crime of
political order. and not against
common law.

“Second—1hat it deals with
the transgressions of revolu-
tionaries apgainst counter-revo-
Iutionaries,

“Third—that it deals with
the tramsgressions of revolu-
tionaries against a genersl
headquarters of reaciionaries,
tolerated illegally by the Gov-
ernment of Mexico. and

transgression independent of

all crganizations, international

or national”

It i vlear ivom this siatement
that Sigueiros will center his ef.
tarts on allempilng ta It the
biame from the Cammunist Party
and Stalln's P, and particular-
ly attempl to absolve David Ser-
rane, & moemhber of the Folltical
Rurc of the Communist Pariy, who
has Deen in prison for this crime
alpce June,  Sigueivos will seak
L pose, ot none and the same time,
ag & Stalinist in ideclogy but fn
ne way connecled with the Stal-
Inist organlzations,

In hiz laal interview with the
HEERE Butd £ RIS “edth, v d¥tak ¢
warned that Rigueiros, if eelzed,
would atlempt (o pose &5 &2 "Trot-
skyist™ who became disgusted
wih Trotsky—the same GFPU for-
mula which the assassin, Jacsen.
later used.

Sigueiros’ statement will be made
malnly for international consump-
tton, for ix Mexico lwwgeld any at
tempt by hiny Lo posge as a nown-
Stalinizt iy gimply laughable. e
has een a well-hkunown figure in
ihe Stalinist movement for many
years, {8 presldent of the-Stalinist
Spanigh eivil war veterans organ-
Izatioh, and was a “majer” in a

“Fouyrth—that it deals with o

Stallnlgt batlalion in Spain.

{This column was formerly
entitled *“Behind the Lines”
Every succeeding day. however
has rendered that title moere
and more archaic. The front
Hnes are everrwhere. Modern
technology has rendered mean-
ingless the distinction hetween
the worker in the war indus.
tries—which now means all in-
dustry—and the worker who
operales the products of lhose
industries. Which countries are
at peace and which at war?
One can speak orly of the ex-
tent of particjpation in the war
st any given moment. Mence
the new (itle for this columm.
—EDITORR)

Signature of the Rome-Beriin-
Tokyo alliance was follawed last
week by fresh Anglo-American ef
forts to woo the U.S8.E. lute a
new war combination. Great Brit-
ain anmounced the Burma TRoad
would bz reopened on Oct, 13
and 1van Maigky, Seoviet ambas
gadar jn London, was appreached
with a proposal that ihe Soviet
Union buy Britlsh rubber and
othar goods and pay for it with
arms for Chinu, Simultanecusly in
Washington Suvinmer Welles call-
ed In Soviet Ambassador Oumat
sky for a (alk along similar lines,
Steinhardt, U. 8. ambassador n
Mozeow, went to seo Fovelgn Com-
misdar Mototov presumably for the

ON THE WAR FRONTS |

by GEORGE STERN

rart of the leaning process. But
Stalin will not lean toe far. The
entry of German troops inte Ra-
munia on Ovi, & opened up the
prospecl of establishinent of Ger:
man Inrces on fhe Black Sea spd
offered direct and clear warning
fo Sialin 1o stay within the res-
ervatlon.

The winier campalgn soon (o
apen {n the Medlferranean and the
Near Rast will doubtlesg reveal
what new part of the rogervation
%t bhe lemporarily epened to
Stalln as purd of the Axis slrategy
of deallng with Arst things first.

L

In the U, 8§, the new Axis
attiance has produced 2 new
and notabie (rankness, both of-
ficial and unofficial. Secretary
of the Navy Knox in a specch
at Washington on Oct. 5 said:
“An adequate Navy al thiz time
demands that we be able fo
meet enemies far from our own
shores and defeat them in both
oceans, simulteneously if neces-
sary.” Col. Frederick Palmer. a
military expert writing in the
N. Y. Times. said on Oect. &:
“There are signs that we no
longer shail have to depend
upen the false scare pf a land
invasion lo arouse out people
te the need of preparcidness, ..
Our army ... will be freed of a
let of motiom for public effect,
whi¢k will be wasle when war

BOME PUrDREC.

Stalin will probably iean cnough
over toward the Anglo-American
gitde Lo Bocure more speedy pay-
ment 1o Mm frédm the Axis fov
bis acquiescence in the ncw alli-
ance sel-up., A TASS Londen re-
port on Oct. 5. suddenly introdue-
fng a Irtendly tone abowl the par
ticipatlon of British workers in

cames ... The best defeuse is

the effensive and the ability to

mainiain it until victory is
ours.”

113 oller words, weo are now told
that The ecouniry has been detiber
ately prepared by “'false scares
rar the real thing: 1. e. prepar
ation of this country ror an offens

Britith deferse, wes undoubtedly

fve war in :he future,
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This Wednesday over five million men must
register for conscription. That -day should be a
solemn’ day for the masses of this mation. It
should be a day of hard thinking about the future.
For most of those five million who are able-
badied know, or they should know, that they are
fated to uddergo trafning in the use of arms—
and they will use those arms in battle, That is
already determined, the die is cast. Only pacifist
fools can long delude thamselves that it is not so.

About a million of those men will undergo
military trainipg this year, another million next
year. and so on for five yeavs. Five million trained
soldiers! But that staggering thought merely re-
cords the government's admitted program. What
are those men being trained for, what ave fifteen
billions of dollavs already appropriated for? Net
for dresa parades and {0 stock maoseums with
specimens of srmament! These men and arma-
ments will he uscd, make no mistake about it.
That is already a settled guestion.

Some pacifist daydreamera, some voices of
yesterday like the Norman Thomas “socialists”,
and the sinistor puppets of Stalin like Browder,
join in a chorus to call for repeal of the conserip-
tion law. And what do¢ thay propose tn take its
place? Nothing. In other words, they adopt a
negative atiilnde toward ail forms of mass mili-
tary training. Forlunately, the workers do nol
listen to this pacifist clap-trap. The workers un-

MILI

derstand that in this age of universal war and
militarism it is necessary for the workers to learn
well the use of arms. The most “backward” work-
er who has grasped this fundamental thought is
by that, infinitely-'far more advanced politically
than the “socfalist™ Norman Thomas and the
“communlsl” Ezr]l Browder.

Yes, we say, it is a fortunate and hopeful fact
that the great mass’ of the worketrs who are re-
quired to do so will go to the registratien places
on Wednesday soriously and without whining ot
coipty regrets, They go to the army as they go
{0 the factory. They do not like the exploitation
to which the bosses subject them in the factory.
They will not like the exploitation to which the
basees, in officers” uniforms, will subiect them in
the army. But they do what has fo be done, in
the army as in the factory.

Let them ponder deeply, however, what has
to be done. Mest of these five million men, bet-
weey, the ages of 21 and 38, are workers and pooy
farmers. A congldefable number of them arve
union }*nembers, especially CIO members. They
have learned that what has to be doune in the
factory includes pob only what the bosses de-
mand, bui alsoc what the werkingmen demand
and can secure by organizing into upions. Be-
cause they arc many and the bosses arve few,
they have won many concessions in the factories
—union wage seales, working rules, ghop stew-

ards. ete. Thus some ten miilion organized work-
era today have some voice in saying what has to
be done in the factories. There is no reason why
they should not have a voice in saying what has
Lo be dore in the armed forces.

Compulsory military training? Yes. cerfainly,
But why must it be done in the cpen-shap at-
mosphere of the army, under the life-and-death
contrel of utterly resctiomary, capitalist-minded
offlcers? Tt doesn’t have to be done that way.
It the workers ingist strongly enough, it will not
be done that way. Concessions can be won in this
field from the bosses, their political agents and
their army officers, just as they have heen won
in the factory. The open shop is ne more eternal
in the ficld of military training than it is in (he
field of indusiry!

All that the workers need to do away with it
is a program around which to rally, and & firm
leadership to fight for that program.

Trat program will vary in many of its details
at different stapes of the unfolding of this epoch
of militarism and war, just as the program of
any unipn vevies with changing conditions. But
the foundation of thai program, in the militavy
field ns in industry, does not change. Tt is: the
defense of the Interests of the workers against
all their enemles. That means: the defense of the
working class against lhe capitalist class,

Coneretely it means at this maomoent that the
military training of the workers shall not be in
the hands of the enemiez of the workers. The
workers do not want to trust their fate in the
haends of capitalist officers any more than they
want to trust their fate in the hands of capital-
ists in the factories.

Let the trade uniens, the organizations which
represent the warliers, control the military train-
ing of the worhers!

Let us demand federal military appropriations
for the establishment and equipment of trainihg
campr which shall be run by the workers’ own
orgonizations!

Fifteen billions have been appropristed for
armaments, At the very least, then, appropriaie
a half billion dollars 1o pay for training camps
te be run by the unlons!

The workers would undergo military training
far more confidently if fheir own union brothers,
the militanls from the picket line, the shop
stewards, led them. Then let us demand federal
to train worker.officers in union training camps!

As we reglster on Wednesday, let us (resoﬁ‘é_ -

to go back inlo our unions and into ouf sheps,
in the time that is siill left, and rouse our fellow-
workers to loin with us in pushing this workers’
program for. militacry training! :

Focal 544 Defeats |
Anti-Union Suit

Judge Concedes Baselessness Of Case
Against Drivers Union in Minneapolis

MINNEAPOLIS, Mian., October 2—In a 54-page ruling, Dia.
trict Judee Paul S. Carroll today terminated the two-year old “fink
sujt” against the Minneapolis Gereral Drivers Union, Local 544. The
Judge denied to the plaintiffs, four toels of 1he Associated Industries
gang, their main demands—for the removal of the union's officers,
the appointment of a receiver for the union, and the ‘holding of 2

special election,

The lengthy ruling conceded the contentions which the unimm
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thousand.

ALLAHABAD, India. July 1 (by mail from the Foreign De-
pertment of the All Indiz Congress Committeel—The intensity
of repression 15 increasing every day, In the begianing. the gov-
ernment arrested Socizlists and Communists.
has begun to round up all active workers. Arrests are most active
in Dengal, United Provicces, Bihar, Madras and Punjab. Though
it 1= not possible to know the exact number, in Bengal alone the
nember of persons detained, arrested or warned exceeds a

Hunger strikes have taken place in Alahabad and Lucknow
prisons on acceunt of bad treatment of political prisoners. The
political prisoners are not given a special statos and if their posi-
tlon i nol impreved soon, a conflict is bound to arise.

(Readers should take hote that thls description of British

But graduslly it
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M zdland Steel Plant

Key Auto Parts Factory in Cleveland Is
Closed Down By Militant Picket Line

(Spectal fo Socialist Appeal)

CLEVELAND. Oct, 9—1200 workers of the Midland Steel Pro-
ducts Co. manned the picket lines here {oday after weeks of fruitless
negotiations. They arc demanding a five cent hoarly increase in
base pay. upward revision of piece rates, the unign shop and reem-
playment and hack pay for Mack Cheek, local president Rred two
years ago for union activity.

honest and have not wasled union
funds.

The judge alzo dismisyed com-
plaints of the finks against Local
544's policy of financing the Fed-
eral Workers Section, An unem-
ploved workers umon sponsored
by the Minneapolis labor move-
ment, and of giving contributloné
to the Farmer-Labor party and
the North Central District Driv-
ers Council, The judge declared

in the power of the union sc to
doP!'

the unien to use the union’s funas
in the conduct of strikea and the
legal defense of arrested union
men, one of the plaintiffs’ main
coniplajnts. On this issue, a focal
point of the boss-insligated nllack
against the unplon, the vilding
stated, “Usually, strikerg have no
money 1o pay fines or defend them-
selves, and il seems to mo ihat
it iz eniirely legitimale for the
unjon te use this money In bhat
way.” *

On the piaintif{s’ demands for
removal of the union'zs offlcers
because they are revolutionists
the judge was constrained to say:

“If the members of this uniop
desire men who are hellevers inm
the Trotsky movement te be their
officers, and the Dunne brethers
have not denjed that they are
friendly with and associated with
thiy movemenl, they have a right
to do so”

The finks bad alsn bhitterly at-
tacked {he role of Lhe loent 1n the
organization of the over-the-roga
elaven state commiittee, which won
a contract for 254,000 1ruck aviv.
ers.  The tocal’'s Union Defense

w | Guard, established to protect lbhe

union against the Silver Bhirts
and other fascist gangs, was like-
wigse assailed. DBut Lhe cour:, in
its fipal rullng, vpbeld the tight

such donations te be “weil with-}

He alsg conceded the vight of ¢

has established in the nine-months' (rial. Among the basic points
which the judge conceded are thal the union elections were fairly
run, that the elected officers arel-

of the union to support these o
tlvities,

While ihe union thug emerged
from court viudicaled in jt8 basic
policy, the judge seized upon a
number of lechnicalities to deal 2
few biows at the union.

Qusts Militant Officer

The most serious of these fech-
nleal rulings was the deelgion that
an ancient clansge in the consiitu-
tion of the International Brother-
hood of Teamaters, the unioft's
parent Dbody, made it imposgibla
for a non-citizen 10 hold office in
the iocal. On this basis the judge
ordered the remcvel from his post
of Carl Skoglund, president, oun
the grounds ibal Skoglund had
fafledd 1o complete the require-
menls for citizenship papers. No
othor charge againsi Skoglund was
sustatned. The fact of bhis non-
citizenshlp had been known to the
Igternationz! officers whe, how-
ever, made no attempt io enforce
the archaic rule.

v addltlon. {he jud=e zssumen
the power to declde which conirl
hulions of 1he vnon {o sister la-
bor organizations ware appropri-
ate and wbich were not. He or-
derrd union eofficers to repay aut
of their own pockets some 36,000
which ihe unlom had loaned or
contributed te striking voions not
directly in the Minneapolis area,
to the Nnrthmest Orgaenizer. offt-
cizl publiration of the Minnea-
potis Teamsters Joint Councll, te
the Norvth Centrab District Diriv
ere’ Council, and for the defense
of the union officers in a livet
suil brovght against the Stalinis
“Daily Worker."”

A Unien-Busting Case

Thls casge, natfonally known ag
the “Ank suit,” agalnsi the oul-
standing union  local in  the
Northwest, a local which had heen

{Continued on Page ¢)
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imperialist policy in India comes from the leadership of an or-
ganization which pursues z conciliatory zttilude toward Britain.)

OLSON BARS STALINISTS
FROM CALIFORNIA BALLOT

Socialist Workers

LOB ANGELES, Oct. T —
While Governor Olson tonight
wus skgning the bill of the Cali-
fornia legislature to ban the Com-
munist Party from the hallot, the
Socialist Wotrkers Party here
awaited word from the Commun-
jst Party on a proposal for united
front action against the ban.

In & slate-wide radio broadeast
following signing of the act, Ob
=on lashed at his one-Limc aities—
the Stalinists Letped elect him.

Progressive lubor circles hete
vigw Llie ban as the beglnning of
a drive against the entire laber
inmoverneit iu line wilh the way
préperations.

As early as September 24, the
Los Angeles branch of the Secialist
Workers TParly sent a proposal
for unlied action to the trade un-
‘ong, the Soclatist Party and the
Communlel Party.

Success Story

America is a land of won-
derful opportunity. Take EI-
l.im, Roosevelt, Jor instance.
whe bas just demonstrated
what hard work, perseverance
and the right conngetions ¢an

de for u young fellow,

£
Ty
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decturing “We

Party Offers

United Front to Fight Ban

thelicve in the prineinles of unlied
jfront action against the attacks
'of the capitalist class in gplie of
the controversies within the work:
ing clasg movement.”

A second appeal for united ac-
tion was addressed to the Com-
munist Party on October 3.

The §. W. P. here i underiak-

the repeal of this act. Protests
bave been wired Lo the Governor
and ihe state legimiature. A tele
gram wag ales sent to AERsembdly-
man Pru! Ritchle, Sacramento,
comniend.ng bla stand In oppesi-
lion ko tha hill, This message
stated, “White we have profoand
political differences with thls or
ganization (Communist Party) we
give firm gupport fo any action
vpposing such attacks an peliticud
freedom.”

Thonsands af teaflets heve heen
civceuiated by the Trolrhyists in
J.0s Angeles and other parts of the
stale, urging the Qalifornla work-
ers and ovganized ifabor to vally
against the ban, The lesflet
walns that “In fact the law bar-
ving the Communist Parly from
1he ballot provides that any pariy
may be banned should the Secre-

ing an extengive drlve 1o securei

Local 486  THis s the sezond
past year,
comract and uniono recognitiop,
Large sguads of mounted pollce,
fatly armed., swarmed on the
zCene A8 mass pleket Hnes halted
o}l production.
caded themselves behind all plant
gates and attempted (o lotimidate
the sirikers. The company an
nounced the Yormal closing down
af the plant, and the anlon (8 om-
ploving skeleton shlits on the
line now. Follce sutnumber Ethe
sheleton crews three Lo oune.

Negro-White Solldarity

A conepicuouad feature of the
piket dine is the wolidarity of Ne-
groe  and  white workers, The
former are amang the most aclive
and militant union members,

A last-miinute altemipt to Tore-
atal] the strike was made by Dav.
id ‘T. Readley, localb conelliator
igr the 1. 5. Dept. of Labor.

Other Plants Affected

James F. Dewsy, “ace concilia
lor”™ of the government !5 being
sent inte Cleveland 1o utiempt tlze
same trick ke pulled in December
1939. He wmaneuvered the Mid-
land Steel workers, then pew ta
soionism, back into tk» plant with
2 weak agresmnent. Continuation
of the strike means a probable
shut-down for Studebaker. Hudson
and Bulck, due to - hedy-frame
shortage.

The strikers atve in igh sp'rits,
cavrying Blghting banxers and an
uppesl to the truck-driverg notl to
drive through the picket lines.
Hundreds of the strikers, whitle
relieved of jmmediate picket duty
because of the need for only skel
etonr crewsg af the moment, &re
remaning at the neal'by anlon
headguarters and in the vielnity

tary of State and Attorney Gen-

eral deem it “subsersive’”

‘of the plant, 1u the event the cope

istart any irouble.
[ o - f w
Sy TR -

Midland Sieel produces auto frames far Studebaker,
and Buick, The strikers belong to the United Auto Workers—CIOQ,

The cops buiri-:

Hudson

strika at this plant wihin theT Mack Cheek, the local's presi-
the last one netiing a

ent, was fired two years ago

after distribnung union leafiets
at the plint gates, While on re-
liof and WPA during the past iwo
vears, ha continued to organize.
Ungder pressure from the interna-
tional and reglonal officers, the
local was Torced intoe an agree.
ment during the last strike which
tniled o Inélude the reinstatement
of Cheek.

The strikers plan to secure the

land Steel, Local 410 of the UAW
in wn effort to tie up all plans
of the company.

Hillman Moving Into
Flinl Auto Workers’
Fight With G.M. -

FLINT, Oct. 8—The Inter-
Auto Workers met this week.
erd In Plttsburgh. The choice
of city {or the conference is
reported to be for the conven:
ience of Sidney Hillman, fresh
from his exploits in patting a
crimp into the Bethlehem
Steel workers' upsurge.

One of the main issues con-
fronting the VAW officers is
the fight with General Motary
over the firing of % key union:
men four weeks ago at Flint
Fisher ‘Body No. | plant. The
local affocted overwhelmingly
voted strike authority fo its
local officers. The Internas
tignal officers stepped in (o
conduet negotiations with G
M., which have dragged on for
four weeks now. :

¢o-oparation of the Detroit Mid-

national officers of the United |

3 L e s s s S

S S F

NTROL OF UNIONS!

e

8

L,




T

W

ol

s

A et

"

mitdegy pate

2T

TR

-

pr——

oL

g

g W b Ry as om0 g e o G i R L T
f -
| SOCTALIST

Speech By James P. Cannon

At Chicago Conf
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Fight with the Socialist Workers
Party for:

, A JOB AND A DECENT 1IVING FOR EVERY
g . WORKER,

, 2. OPEN THE IDLE FACTORIES — OPHERATE
- THEM UNDER WORKERS' CONTROL.

A TWENTY - BILLION DOLLAR FEDERAL
PUBLIC WORKS AND HOUSING PROGRAM.
THIRTY - THIRTY—$30 - WEEKLY MINIMUM
WAGE—30-HOUR WEEKLY MAXIMUM FOR
ALL WORKERS ON ALL JOBS.

$£30 WEEKLY OLD-AGE AND DISABILITY
PENSION.

EXPROPRIATE THE SIXTY FAMILIES.

ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOYED.
A PEOPLE’S REFERENDUM ON ANY AND
ALL WARS.

NO SECRET DIFLOMACY.

AN INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY.
WORKERS DEFENSE GUARDS AGAINST
VIGILANTE AND FASCIST ATTACKS.

2 FULL SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
EQUALITY FOR THE NEGRO PEOPLE.

It's Up to the CIO

A week’s intensive activity in Washington has
i resulted in complete clarification of the govern-
¥ ment's policy toward corporations which violate
47 . the Wagner Act and decisions under that act by the

National Labor Relations Board. A series of state-
g ments by Secretary Knox of the Navy Department,
. Assistant Sccretary Patterson of the War Depart-
i ' ment, the Controller General (who O.K.'s all pay-
" ments by government agencics), Attorncy General
B Jackson, and a spokesman for the National De-
' fense Advisory Commission, have all taken the
identical position. That position is that the govern-
B ment will continue to give contracts to corporanons
E,.' % found guilty of vielating t!}e labor lawst
o Not cven Sidney Hillman cdH now pretend,
!!1"‘--' evert for a moment, thal the governmental policy
is not crystal-clear, As a matter of fact, when the
government spokesmen whom we have listed had
- all put in their unambiguous statements, Hillman
added onc of his own. He was asked, at a hearing
Tuesday of the Smith committee investigating the
i N.L.R.B. whether he agreed with the statements
j made by the War and Navy Departments. And he
answered: -
“I've got to agree. The army and navy have
the power. Queskions of all kinds come up every
dav. requiring sensible and constructive solutions.
In cvery case the first consideration is whether 1
will belp or barm national defense”
.Less than a week previously, Hillman had sent
2 telegram to the Pittsburgh meeting of 125 steel
<7 workers' representatives who were considering the
' problem of Bethlehem Steel, which has been con-

victed of violating the labor Jaws but which has,
: nevertheless, received well over a billion dollars’
war orders. Hillman had transmitted an “infor-
mal” opinion from Attorney General Jackson
which Hillman interpreted to mean that all gov-
ernment agencies must tefuse war orders to cor-
porations violating the labor laws.

Yet five days later Hillman was telling the
Smith committee that the army and navy could
do as they pleased. “Of all the backiracking Hill-
man's was the most startling, causing gasps among
commitice members and spectators,” the New York
Post reported,

Hillman is a vice-president of the ClO. But he
doesn’t take orders from the CIO. He takes his
orders from the army and navy: “['ve got to
_ agree,” he whined. 1t was a very clever, foxy

.. maneuver that he had cooked up—sending that
message to the Pittsburgh conference of the SWOC
2 to stymie any move toward a strike. But the men
7 who wield the power in the government and the
big corporations for svhom they wield it, could not
let Hillman's move leave behind any ambiguity
about the government’s position.

It's up to the CIO now—squarely up to the
2= CIO leadership. The government isn’t going to
push the law-breakers into line. On the contrary,
the government js going te join hands with those
law-breakers in pushing the unions out of the way.

Threc years and more of Jobbying in Washing-
ton have proved utterly fruitless. [t is time now
for the CI0 leadership to do the job where it has
to be done—in the plants, organizing and prepar-
ing the workers for stroggle. The fight henceforth
must be a direct ¢ollision between the unions and
the faw-breaking corporations, Direct action of the
unions to push the corporations into line—that js
the only possible road for the trade union move-
ment.
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Congratulations to 544

- The Mirneapolis General Drivers Union merits
the warmes( congratulations for the unyiclding 32-
months’ battle it has waged against a frame-up.
£The detailed story. appears on page 1 of this.is-
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sue.) During the past six years of epic laber
struggles, Local 544 has been unsurpassed in the
field of direct action. In this latest battle, fought in
the treacherous quagmires of boss courts and laws,
Local 344 acquitted itself with admirable courage,
devolion to union principles, and class-conscious
intelligence. The begrudging acquitial wrung from
a hostile judge is but an added measure of the
splendid achievements of Local 544, a hard-won
testimential to its unsullied record,

For the labor movement to view the outcome
of this case as an unqualified victory, however, s
lo invite disaster, The ove real victory would be
the compiete rejection by the boss courts of any
jurisdiction in this case. This alone might have
guaranteed the efementary right of the labor move-
ment to conduct its own affairs free from the threat
of legal intervention by employer-dominated
courts,

The fact of the suit constitutes in Hself a sinis-
teg precedent. Through this precedent, we may be
sure the bosses will soon again stretch their slimy
fingers toward militant Jabor in Minnesola and
elsewhere. Now any fink or stool-pigeon who suc-
ceeds jn weaseling his way into a lecal union may
concoct a “‘case” against its members and officers
and drag them before an enemy court.

The remaoval by court order of Carl Skoglund,
Local 544 president, is sheer judicial malevolence,
a token of Judge Carroll's eagerness to salviage in
retreat any brick from the wrecked edifice of the

. finks’ case te hurl at organized labor.

The anti-alien clause in the International
Teamsters constitution, which judge Carroll used
to oust Skoglund, is an archaic remnant of the
carly beginnings of the international. It is as much
a living law as the Minneapolis ordinance, still on
the statute books, forbidding the driving of an
auto faster than !5 miles per hour on Minneapolis
streets unless preceded by a ruaner waving a red
flag. We might regard in better light the Judge’s
concern for upholding the strict letter of union
law, had he instructed the fink plaintiffs 1o first
seek redress for their alleged grievances through
the channels of the International, as laid down m
the International Constitution. While resurrecting
a single discarded clause, the judge summarily
tosssed into the waste basket the entire constitu-
tion of the Teamsters International. That fact
alone should put the workers en guard against the
precedents cstablished by this decision.

The Sky's the Limit

Congress has approved an “Excess Profits” Law
which gives Wall Strect iron-clad guarantees that
many millionaires will become billionaires and the
biflionaries will just stop counting, The sky's the
limit. The scoundrelly business is wrapped around
by 350 or more puges of technical monkeyshines,
but the raw meat of it drips right through. This
law makes all previous blood-profits seem like mere
marble-snatching.

The law accomodatingly provides two alter-
native methods of {reeing profits from government
taxation. Corporations with high profit levels bet-
ween 1930-1939 can take those profit levels as their
“normal” income. Industries like steel, with low
rates of profit on huge capital “invesiment”, are
provided with a minimum percentage of profit so
high that they will never have to disgorge more
than a meager fraction of their billions of profit.

General Motors, .for example, which has
averaged hundreds of millions yearly in profits
during the last three years, will not have to pay
the excess profit tax on 95 per cent of this amount.
For the rest, it will only pay a maximum of 25 to
50 per cent tax on profits ABOVE this already
tremendous figure of “average’ profits. UL S. Steel
will not pay the tax except on profits exceeding 8
per cent of its total capital “investment”, which
means a guarantee of tax-free profits running inte
a half billion dollars yearly, Oider workers, who
recall how U. 5. Steel and similar monopolies were
put together, need not be reminded that the capital
“investment” of such combines is largely a matter
of slick accounting,

And in return for submitting to these “excess
profits” Wall Street is rewarded with two pieces
of candy: (1} an “amortization” clause which per-
mits profiteers to divert all taxable profits within
a five year period to pay for the entire cost of new
plants and equipment and (2) there is no longer
any limit to the amount of profit which the fat
boys can make on war orders.

 As Barron's, the Wall Street weekly, so aptly
put it, “Probably the worst business can be justly
accused of is the normal practice of trying to drive
the best bargain possible.”

Well, they drove it.

Butler's Edict

The president of Columbia University, Dr. Nicholas
Murray Butler, has told the students and faculty of
the largest educational institotion in Ameriea what
is expected of them in the coming war period. Acs-
demic freedom, he declared, is not for students, and
extends, so far as the faculty iz concerned, bnly to
the limits defined by millionaire university trustees.

According to the Butler definition, the ideal student
is one whe uses his head for the sole purpose of sup-
porting a steel helmet. The job of the ideal teacher
is to convince the studeni that no thetter use has yel
been devised for the abode of the brain.

Butler's prenouncement was grested with well-
nigh universal approval by the capitalist press. It is
this enger approval, rather than the words of the in-
dividual Dr. Butler, which reveals how far along the
road to the caomplete suppression of demoeratic rights
the ruling class is prepared to {ravel !

The political and technical requirements for imper-
jalist war wipes out all distinctions of front or rear.
Totalitarinnism seeks to rule equally the battle-field,

production line, or college campus.

WEST COAST
FIREMEN GO
OUT ON STRIKE

Steam Schooners
Tied Up By
Walkout

SAN FRANCISCO, Qct. 7T—
Crews of Pacific Coast steam
schooners walked off the ships
this week as members of the
Marine Firemen, Oilers, Wipers
and Watertenders, went on sirike
following refusal of the employ-
ers to consider any of the union’s
demands in  negotiating a new
apreement.

Effective at 5 p. m, Friday, the
strike took men off 12 steam
shooners, and crews of 20 more
were {p hit the bricks as rapidly
as the ships reached port,
Secrotary V. J, Malone of the
MPFOW said 246 memberg of the
union on steam seooners controi-
ied by Lhe Shipowners Association
of the Pacific Coast would be af-
fected.
With members of other uniens,
g total of about 2,060 men are
affected.
The bosses” last offer was re-
newal of the present agreement
gor, as an glternative, submigsion
of the “entire matter’” to arbitra-
tion, Thlzs would Involve arbitra-
tion of gains already made by the
union and was refused.

The WUnion's Demands

Basic demands of the MFOW
are:
1. Adjustment of wage sciles
ro yvestore the differential that haes
existod for five years bLetween
steam schigoners and offghore ves-
rale. (Work on steam schooners
hus always heen better paid.)
2. Saturday afterncon off. This
g enjoved by Lhe firemen under
all other agreements.
3. Handiing of working. rules
and penalties while vessels ave In
pori (thls matter was raised by
the rhipowners) under the same
ragulations prevafling on the off-
shore vessels,

Secretary Maolone wrote fn a let-
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Locdl 544 ljefeats
Anti-Union Suit

(Continued from Page 1)

the spearhead since 1934 in estab-
lishing Minneapolis az the best
organized town in the country,
hegan on February 18, 1938, It was
filed in the name of five indepen-
dent truck ownerg., who at obe.
time held membership in Local
514¢'s Independent Truck Owners
Seciion. These 0Onks, for a con-
siderable period prior to filing
the suit, had been associated witn
an empleyersponsored “Indepen:
deat Union, Local No. 17, inanced
hy the Associated Industries ano
closely tied 1o ihe Sllver Shirts,
a faseist organlzation.

The funds peurad inio the case
over 4 two-year period by lhe
plaintiffs revealed they had pow-
erful flnancial backing.

The first move of ihe plaintiffs
was to securs the unlon regords.
Their atiorney, Avihur Anderson.
complained that, ““We cannpot prep-
are our case withoul examining
tire unlon’s record”—an admlssion
from the siart that the suit was

altorneys were enabled Lo gxamine
anly the "mogl pertinent” recorda,
and ander certaln limitations.

After a long fishing expedition
by the finks into the wunion re.
cords, the sult came to trial on
January 2, 1940, beforo Judge Car-
roll of the distrlet court. From
the siart it was cleay from the
testimony of the complainants thay
they came into court with dirty
hands. Al admlitied their hozih-
ilv to the union and confemsed 10
crganlzing un “independent” oni-
A with {the express purpose of
fighting Local 54% and chiseling
down the wage scales, In addr
tion, it wag revealed that the fin-
aneing of the fink “waion” calne
from the open-shop Associated in-
dugtries.

'Ij‘he fink attorney had wmpored
over the meuntaln of unlsn re-
cepts and records for weeks see}-
ing any tiny foolhold on which
to build a case. For months in
the ¢ourt he wrangled over and
digputed every little item, while

“During the last four years,”:

the cage dragged on Interminably.
The Assoclated Industries bad
nmillions to smash Minneapolis la-

instltuted without any real evi-
dence and sclely as a means ot
gmearing the union and ite mill-

tant officers znd of exposing {ts|bor; bat the Local 544 treasury
interoal business and membership | was limited, .
lists {o the Assoclated Indusirles. Minneapolia labor, which han

This move was hlocked by the
union for over & year with the
challenge, “We do not propose to
agllow the filthy and bleody thumb-
prints of the Asscciated Indus-
tries to soll our clean records, nor
permit their foul noges Lo ry
into the Internal affafys of organ-
ized lahor”
The final result of this phase
of the fzght was the DMinnesota
State Supreme Court ruling, in
Qctober, 1438, against the union’s
plea, but instructing the distiie:
court to modify considerably its
order to furn over Lhe unlon ve-
cords to the finks, The fnks

given itg unqualified support from
the start of the suit to Local &4
and its officers i jubllant over
the outcome of the suit. It is
recognized that an sdverse ruhing
might have estabilshed legal pre-
cedents in every sphere of prog-
ressive labor union policy nalion-
ally, which would have immedl-
ately crippled the entire Minne.
sote laboy movement and
wrecked all the magnificent gains
of slx years of bitter struggle,
gains which have won Minneapo-
lig the title from the U. 3, Depart-
ment of Labor of the "besl organ-
ized city in America.”

MILITARY POLICY OF
THE PROLETARIAT

ter to R. W. Myerg, president of
the EShipowners

[steam schoener firemen amounting
to .50 poeromonth.

“In the 128} yenr, however, with
the vaige of $5.00.granted by the
atearn gshooner operalors, when
the offshore people granteé a
raise of $10.00, this not only re
ducad the differentlal of the Are-
men to $250 0 per month bat
widens the pap of the oilers on
offshore vesgels and pleam schoon.
ers to $7.50 per monih in fover
uf the offshore oilers””

“National Defense” Bunk

That the empioyers are going to
(utillze a phoney “nattonal de
fenge”  issue Dbecame  apparent
when Sawn Franciseo newspapers
reporied zome of the lumber on
ihe steam schoonaya had  heen
hesded for “vitsl defense indus-
tries.” Under this pressure, Mal-
ane, in an inforview, ofigred to
aparale  those  gteam  schooners
earrying lumber to ‘‘national de-
fensze” projecis.
Meanwihile the Sallors” Union of
the Pacific has voted to apen the
Rteam schooner agreement for
amcndment, and with the SUP the
employera also have refused any
concessiony.
Principul demanda of the sailors
are Tor Saturdny afiernoon off,
hourly raie on working cargo,
eight men in the hold while work-
ng cargo, raisg in wages, and
clarification af varfous clauses in
the agreement which have been
the sonree of confusion and indl-
vidual beefs. :

Arbitration Danger

Malone dectared 1o the press
thar the MFOW was not in favor
of arkitraCon becanse Y1t bad not
worked ounl in the past,” What
will happen when the steam is
lrned on from Sidoey Hillman's
office remains {o be soen. The
firemen, however, wlll soon have
an  opnortunity 1o clavlfy thelr
postiion on thls guestlen. What
they do will nat only affect con-
ditions on sle;awm schaouers, but
will lave sertous consenuences for
the fulure of all seamen.

-
Subscribe to the

“Fourth International”
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Just Opened! Just Opened!

Armenian Restaurant
Enjoy the bhest there
delicious Armenian food. Pric-
es consistent with the prole-
tarian tastes and pockets of
yourself and your friends.

CHARLES’

Armenian Restaurant
137 East 27th 8t. N. Y. C.

Between Lex. and jrd A'ue.J

is in

Asso ciation,:
:“there has been s differential in:
rthe wages between offghere and !

{Continued from page 3)

ihe objectlve of persecutions and assassinzlions is to (errorize
otharg, Nabody ean fervorize us, We will try 1o be careful, but
not afreid. )

* I bad an Interesting talk with Comrade Dobbs about these
two dangers of nervousness and cerelessness. He agreed with me
that jitteriness is worse than carclessness. “A pareless man,”
he said, *is pood as long as he lasts, but a jittery man is no
good at any time.” That is profoundly true. We must use the
necessary caution and gave ourselves as much as posgible. But
if you ereate an impression in front of the workers that you fear
the hazards of the struggle you c¢an never lead them. You can
do without a Iot of things in & revelutionary party but you can't
get along without courage. ’

Now then, on the other hand. we heve to check up on care-
lessness.  We want Lo know who is who in the party. We don't
want 1o have any oniversal spy hunts because that is worse that
ihe dfssase it trles to cure. Comrade Trowsky said many times
that mutual suspicion among comrades car greatly demoralize
a movement. On the other hand, there is a certain carelessneas
in the movement 23 & hangover from the past. We haven't probed
deeply enough into the past of people even in leading positions.-
where they eame from, how they lve, whom they are married to,
etg.  Whenever in the past such goestions—elementary for a
revolutlonary ovganization—were ralsed, the petly bourgeois op-
positien would cry. "My Gad, you are invading the private lives
of comrades’™ Yes, that lg precisely what we were doing, or,
more corvectly, (hreatening to do—mnothing ever came of 1t in the
past. Il we had checked up on such matters little more caretully
we might have prevented some bad things in the day&nnc hy.

We are propoesing that we set up a control commission in the
parly. We are fully ready for that now, Thiz will be a body
of responsible and authoritative comrades who will take things
in hond and carry every investlgailion to a conclusion one way
or the other. This will do away with indiseriminate suspicions
gn tha one side and undue laxity on the other. The net result
can only be io reassure the party and strengthen its vigiianee.
We think the whole party now, with the petty-bourgecis rifi-raff
out of our way, is ready fovr the appointment of such a body.

We have to strengthen our professional staff. We don’t pre-
tend to he a party of glorified rank and fllers, The only reason
we haven't got ben, twenty, thirty, or forty more peonle devoling
theiv whole time, Lhelr whole energy, to the party is thal we
lack ihe resources for . We need more money to engage more
functionarles fnll {ime. This confercnce has to decide how hig
a forward step in this direction it feels able to fake. We are
not coeming here with a proposal for specific guotas, We want
each delegation to confer and declde whai they ecan raise in,
say, lwo months' time. Our general plan is that, as several
branches have suggested, we raise a “Trotsky Memovial Fund"
fo build the party. We think it is a good plan. If it meets wilh
the approval of the conference we can adovt a resolulion to that

affeet,

Wa want 1o build the party henceforth in a more balanced
wiy than in tite past. In the past we gave an inordinate amount
of our reseurces to the press. We had to do thal. Propaganda
had to go ahead of organization and prepare the way for it. In
the next perlod we want to bend the stick z litlle for organization
or the general principle of doliar for dollar—one for press and
one for organization.

Since the last convention we have taken certain steps in this
direction. You comrades in {he auvio feld know we mainiained
qualifled comrades in the field continuovaly. The same s truae
In other fiekds. The important step taken in St. Faul will have
& national meazning for all of ws. Il shows the growing tondency
of serious comrades to regard the party as the wmost imporfant
thing of all. T reter to the action of Comrade Carlson in resign-
ing her civil service job and accepting a post ss party organizer.
This l§ a good ecxample, We should raise as much money ss
pessibie {0 put to work for the pariy on a full-time basis a
great number of qualified party workers. It Is appailing how
many capable people we kave who devote only 2 small portiom
of thelr thme to the party bBecause the necessary job of making
a lving frRkes so much of their time and energy. That is all

right for the old party, but net for us,

—_—

Nazi Pressure
Outlaws Our
Swiss Comrades

We have just learned that many of onr com-
rades in Bwitzerland have been arrested, and the
Swiss section of the Fourth International out-
lawed, by the Swiss government. The Swiss Trot-
skyists were nclive predominantly in the German-
speuking gection of Switzerland, their publications
were in German, etc., and they censtituted a base
from which our exiled German comrades were
able to carry on revolutionary work reaching into
Germany, Undoubtedly this led to heavy Nazi
pressure on the Swiss goverament to persecufe
our comrades and ouilaw their organization. The
folloewing account of the arrests appeared in the
bourgeois daily, the NEUE ZUERISCHER ZEIT-
"UNG, of August 26, 1940;

Shortly before the news of Trotskys death ar-
rived from Mexico this well-known name appeared
in a resolution of the Ywiss Bundesrat. Ii enacted a
law on August § outlawing all Communist organiza-
tions, the Trotskyites, pnrtisans of the Fourth Inter-
nationzl, are explicitly mentioned.

A group of 8 aceused (Trotskyistz) were, conge-
quently, brought before a military tribunal for pre-
liminary investigation concerning breaches of military
and civil law. Moreover, punishmient will possibly
come to more people concerning the violation of mili-
tary affairas in question, The facts about the intensive
activities of the Trotskyites was the result of 15
house-raids conducted by the federal police in colla-
boration with Lhe local police, Ou June Il twenty
people were arvested and the group most guiity is
still in prison.

The beginnings of the foundution of the Swiss
section of the Fourth Inlernational is traceable bael
to the year 1838, in which year the Left Opposition
beeame independent of the Communist International
and founded an intornational sceretarist in Parvis. The
leading persenality, (in Switzerland) wasz from its
inception Walter Nelz, originally u Germun, who in
1918 beeamc a eitizen of Zuerich, In 1931 Nelz en-
tered the Left Opposition with a few of his comrades,
Hig orgenization was first called “Marxistische Ak-
tion der Schweiz” and published a newspaper cailed
“Marxistische Aktion™, which sppeared irregularly
until 1939, The real mecting place of the M.ALS. in
1937 was at Plingsten, neawr Aaran, Branches of the
M.A.8. existed in variows places: Zuerich, Genf, and
Basel. They had sympathizers and littrature was dis-
tributed at the following: Lurzen, Solothurn, Biel, and
Engadin, Besides their newszpaper, they had a weekly
discusion mnagazine.

After the outhreald of this war, the (Trotskyite)
prepaganda began to express itself in sharper and
more ¢oncrefe terms,

REACTIONARY REGIME IN ARMY

An article entitled “¥Frontbericht” (News of the
Front} characterizes the Swiss aYriy a8 “a great nae
ticnal coneentration camp.” The soldier honored with
& barrage of glowing phrases, is in reality among
the most oppressed people of the country, “FHe is a
slave”. “The majority of the soldiers possess nothing
and have nothing to defend. Our militury command
st much bLetter than the Polish military command,
The organization is bad, The equipment is bad. The
orders thwart and centradict sne another. Tho officers
corps has become demornlized to a considerable exe
tent.”

Some remarks en discipling appear in the follow-
ing sentences: “The most severe breach of discipline
is mutiny. Therefore the main aim of keeping disci~
vline is fo hirder mutiny, The officers. corp is ab-
solutely powerless against united troops held together
by firm will, Troop solidavity has the power to strike
the whole oppressive state apparatus to fragments.”
A fuvther passage from the “Fronthericht”: “Our
position toward the hourgesis army is one of un-
conditional defeal. Qur ie, Swiss army is part of

the impevialist war ... \

“Our aim is to gencrate a fecling of troop solid-
avity on a proletarian class basis. Such troop solidar.
ity reduces fo ruins the whole bourgesis specire. The
aim is to tear the armed troops from the bourgeois
state structure sind to lead them over into the camp
of revelution. This process, in géneral, will take place
as a battle between the cadres of the soldiers and the
officers corps, whereby we shall witness a few officers
joining the ranks of the vevolution and a few soldicrs
deserting to the ranks of the bourpeoisic™.

Propaganda in the army, -dangeorous to the state,
the form&tion of groups who seck to undermine mili-
tary discipiine and whe insult military dignitaries
should, aficr the vesult of the eriming] proceedings be
aflowed to be punished under the military code.

The foliowers of the Trotskyite International come
from a varied miliew, Warkers, functionaries, cmig-
rants, also a few women aceused in the action and
also youry intellectuals. Trotsky has move utéractjve
power on young people with higher educalion than
the Stalinists, whe have fared badly in their Propa-
ganda with the Swiss social democrats.

The criminal proceading agninst the Trotskyites
was ended the later part of July.

In  San Francisco a woman got a divoree from
her sausage manufacturer husband when he threat-
ened to cut her up and make savsage of her. Ever
since I vead Sinclaiv's “Jungle”, I'm veady to believe
anything—when it comies te muaking sausage,

* % =%

In Minneapolis over 75 percent of the volunteers
for navy serviee have lheen rvejected for 'various
reasons’. The bosses are certainly in a predicament:
if they feed the unemployed adequately this cuts into
profits; i they doa't the unemployed are too weak
to hold a rifle,

You cannot hope to bribe or twist—
Thank God !—the British jonrnalist,
But seeing what the man will do
Unbribed, there’s no occasion to.
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