wice Weekly Appeal Drive Gets Off to F. lying Start

" Paper Will Wield Double SO ci 3 I is-l- ' Ap pea l ,

- Strength, Says Shachtman
Official Weekly Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International

Open the D;ors |
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By MAX SHACHTMAN TO Europe S

It is not so much that we WANT a TwiceWeekly SOCIALIST
APPEAL. :

Our problem is that we MUST issue our APPEAL at least
twice as frequently as at present. :

Every time we have been confronted with an important issue,
we have found that weekly publication is insufficient. In the big
‘New York hotel strike a few years ago, in the period of the rise
to power of Hitler, and more recently in connection with the
Munich events, we found ourselves compelled to make the excep-
tional sacrifice demanded by the publication of the APPEAL
three times a week. .

Each time we took this step, it was greeted with the most
gratifying enthusiasm.

We have no doubt that our plan to issue the APPEAL REGU-
LARLY two times a week will receive the same enthusiastic
response,
| Events no longer come slowly! They follow, one on the heels
of the other, at terrific speed. Munich—Czechoslovakia—the storm
of Jew-baiting and the refugees problem—the French general
strike and the coming decisive struggle in that country. These are
only a few of the world-shaking events that have fixed the atten-
"tion of the masses in recent weeks alone. The weeks and months
to come will not produce less of them but, if anything, more.

. {We simply MUST be in a position to react more often to these
‘events , . . at least twice as often as we can now with a weekly
| APPEAL.

We must be in a position to give the news—not to be found
‘anywhere else—in more up-to-date style.

We must be in a position to present our views and analyses
‘twice as often as we can now.

Reaction everywhere is on a forced march,

- It is up to us to increase our own speed of march.
No longer only’once a week—but twice a week must we strike

Refugees!
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powers, and less than four months ago agreed to his
program for abrogating the 40-hour week!

our blows.

our daily paper!

: On to the triumphant conclusion of our campaign for the
Twice Weekly SOCIALIST APPEAL—the next big step towards

Redouble your efforts, redouble your sacrifices, so that we
. can redouble our APPEAL!

points!
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5 Toledo Goes Over the Top
o In First Weekof Camnaign

We're off to a flying start!

: The Toledo Branch was first to go over the top, ful-
filling its quota for a 100 percent showing in the first
~week. Marston Mills, Mass., rang the bell right after
them. For these branches the quotas are only the starting

Total received in the first week of the drive is $306.70,
or 10 percent of our goal.
Judging by the letters we have been receiving, we
will have no difficulty whatsoever going over the top.
Here are the few extracts which space in this column

permits. Next week we will have some more.
D. S. of Yellow Springs writes—I believe 1

film “Tsar to Lenin” and a Banquet. This, of
_“course, is in addition to the pledges from the individual members
-of the branch. Is that correct, Cleveland?)
 And Marjorie B., a very splendid sympathizer of ours writes—
“Enclosed find $5. This is my contribution toward the $3,000 fund
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SCORE BOARD

A Christmas Fund appeal, to
aid working class victims of fas-
cism, was issued this week by the
American Fund for Political Pris-
oners and Refugees,

Signed by Professor Sidney
Hook as chairman, and James T,
Farrell as treasurer, the appeal
was sent out by the American
Fund’s Christmas Campaign Com-
mittee to various working class
organizations and thousands of
individual labor sympathizers.

For those unable to donate
their own money, certificates were
enclosed, totalling $5 in face
value, for sale to others, to assure
the necessary funds to aid the
anti-fascist refugees.

Text of Appeal

All funds are to be sent to the
American Fund for Political Pris-
oners and Refugees, 100 Fifth
Avenue, New York City.

The text of the appeal reads as
follows: ’

“Thousands upon thousands of
refugees from Fascism are hun-
gry, homeless and hopeless this
Christmas. \

“Although an ocean lies be-

BER THESE REFUGEES THIS
CHRISTMAS! Contribute to the
Christmas fund!

“The enclosed certificates total
$5.00. If you cannot afford to give
the full amount, sell them to your

N. Y. WORKERS
DEMAND ASYLUM

NEW YORK--The Downtown
and Lower East Side branches of

Daladier is now openly preparing to establish a

totalitarian regime. He is using the army and navy -

to break strikes. He is filling jails with strikers and
strike leaders. Behind mealy-mouthed promises of “con-
ciliation” and “appeasement” he is preparing the regime
of concentration camps and open mass repression.

Following the derailment of the general strike—

- Daladier is the product of the People’s Front!
Fascism is- the monster produced by the class collabora-
tionist union sponsored by Jouhaux, Thorez, Blum &
Co. That is the lesson that stares the French working
class in the face today.

And that lesson learned can and must be made
into a new source of hope and the rallying of the masses
around a new banner of struggle to smash the Fascist

~ threat while there is still time. '

thanks to the feebleness and treachery of the union
leaders, of Jouhaux, of the Socialist and Stalinist
bureaucrats—the French bosses have opened a deliber-

A profound responsibility rests upon the Workers’
Internationalist Party (P.O.L), French section of the

ate, vicious drive against the workers through mass-

lockouts and dismissals and wholesale tearing up of

contracts.

Fourth International, and upon the P.S.O.P.— the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Socialist Party—at this critical
hour. It is their task to forge a new fighting united
front of the working class in the common struggle

The French workers are ready and straining to fight
this boss offensive with an offensive of their own. They
showed that last Wednesday when 2,000,000 of them
laid down tools despite the threats of the government
and the hamstringing restrictions placed upon them by
their own leaders.

They showed it again after the general strike by

hitting back as best they could against the lockouts
and dismissals and arrests.

against Fascism.

Daladier must be given blow for blow. The united
front of capitalist reaction must and can be met by
the gnarled fist of the united front of the working class.

This means a fighting, revolutionary program:
CREATION OF WORKERS’ COMMITTEES
- OF :ACTION IN EVERY FACTORY, TOWN, AND

INDUSTRY, AS THE BASIS FOR COUNCILS OF
THE WORKERS, PEASANTS, and SOLDIERS—THE

1.

ATTACK ON UAW

Uses 'Responsibility’
Letter Té Penalize

signed by the 24-man executive
board of the United Automobile
Workers giving General Motors
authority to discipiine workers

for violation of contracts, every The committee

Income Of Over Half Nation’s Families
Below $1200 a Year; Industry Stag-
nates; Few Control Wealth

logue” to the investigation proper’ what will bé the sum and sub-
stance of its revelations: the ineradicable decay of capitalist economy,
and the utter inability of the spokesmen for capitalism, whether

government or business, to propose any solution whatever.
consisting ofé¢-

ONWEST COAST

Boss Press Wants
“Stiff Jail

San Francisco organizer of the
Socialist Workers Party, and John
Newton Thurber, State Secretary
of the Socialist Party, were ar-
rested here November 30 for pick-
eting the French Consulate in

has been pointed out that in the

(Continued on page 4)

Broken into scattered detach-
ments by the outright treachery
and cowardice of the union bu-
reaucrats and the Socialist and
Stalinist leaders, French workers
this week fought lockouts, whole-
sale dismissals, repudiation of
contracts, and direct police repres-
sion following the derailed gen- °
eral strike of last Wednesday.

Premier Edouard Daladier—
only yesterday the hero of the
“People’s Front”—issued solemn
pronouncements about “‘concilia-
tion” and at the same time called
out the navy to break a strike of
5,000 seamen at Le Havre.

The day after the general strike
hundreds of thousands of workers:

were locked out by the bosses who
declared that existing collective

contracts had been voided by the

walkout. The government insisted:
only 70,000 were affected by this,
but the General Confederation of,

Labor said that 1,500,000 workers

were being victimized in this

ready to undertake any discus-
sions capable of ending current
conflicts.” Jouhaux also announced

i| he favored ‘“revision” of the gen-

eral strike tactic. §

Blum on the Rump :
Leon Blum beat an even hastier

Ay . z : ' » | friends and send us the proceeds. 1 . s A ’ i ¢
for o Sep of the paper. I hope the campaign goes over the top Your gift will give life, hope and Militants Opening its public hearings after six months of preparations Terms” retreat from his pitiable attempt
~ahead of 'time and that in the near future the Socialist Appeal can be| Helping: hand, 46 e mHost per- —_— the Temporary National Economic Committee, known populacly a; to convoke what looked like a
_issued daily.” (That's the spirit! WANTED: more sympathizers like | gocuted people on esrth.” DETROIT, Mich.—Since the fa- « o gy ' » ’ - —— “rump session” of parliament. in
( P ; people earth. mous lelfer of “yespomsibillty® the “monopoly committee,” made clear in the three days of “pro-{ SAN FRANCISCO—Jack Cope,| defiance of Daladier. o

The general strike was barely . .

over when he hastened to an-
nounce that he had intended to
do nothing but have the deputies
ask Daladier to convoke Parlia-
ment.

the working class,
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Decision Will Make League

{:Mass Youth

Organization

68 Delegates Represent Young Fourth
Internationalists; Gould Elected

National Secretary

(Special to Socialist Appeal)
. CHICAGO—Determined to build
* a_ militant mass movement of
_revolutionary youth in time to de-
. feat the forces of fascism and
. ‘boss war, the delegates to the
v,'lTerith National Convention of the
. Young People’s Socialist League
‘_meeting here November 25-217,
“went on record for a complete re-
~building of their . organization
e a.long the lines of a colorful, fight-
ing movement,
The resolution on the “Role of
‘the Y.P.S.L.” which outlined the
new course for the organization

.~ was adopted with only two dis-

‘senting votes. The seriousness
with which the delegates regard-
ed the new turn was indicated by
‘ the fact that the discussion of the
resolution and various amend-
" ments consumed 14 hours of the

. convention’s sessions.

Spirited Mass Meeting
The opening of the official ses-

.. sions was preceded by a well-at-

tended and spirited mass meeting
on the evening of Nov. 24th which
was addressed by Max Shachtman
_and Martin Abern, delegates from
‘the Socialist Workers Party, and
‘Hal Draper, Nathan Gould, and
Ernest Erber of the National

Y.P.S.L. CONVENTION
GREETS TROTSKY
The National Youih Conven-
tion sent the following telegram
to Leon Trotsky:
“The Fourth Internationalist
- Youth of America in conven-
tion assembled sends you its
 warmest fraternal greetings.
. Your ideas and unquenchable
spirit guide and inspire us in
" our struggle to win the op-
. pressed youth to our banner.”

‘' Committee of the Y.P.S.L. Irving
':Bern, head of the Chicago Ar-
rangements Committee, acted as
4chairman A uniformed color
‘guard and a chorus served as
symbols of the new enthusiasm

.. with which the pre-convention

dlscussmn had infused the move-
ment.

.The first session was opened by
Ernest Erber, National Chairman,
on. Thursday morning with 65
regular delegates in attendance,
~who had come by train, bus,
hitch-hike, and freight car from
points as widely separated as
. Lios Angeles and Boston. In addi-
“tion some 25 alternates and fra-
' _ternal delegates and a score of

L ~out-of-town visitors attended. The

session elected the standing com-
" 'mittees of the convention and or-
ganized its work.
Youth Transition Demands
The first major item of business
was a report on a “Program of
" Demands for Youth,” designed to
serve .as an extension -of the
Party's “Program of Transitional
Demands” to the field of students,
young workers, and jobless youth.
The report, given by Irving Bern,
~was followed by a discussion that
brought forth many new ideas on
how to make the demands con-
crete and realistic to young people
in factories, schools, -and in the
~ ranks of the jobless.
On Thursday evening the con-
. vention heard a report from
Nathan Gould, delegate to the
_founding congress of the Youth
_Section of the Fourth Interna-
tional held last September in
- Switzerland. The report on the
“heroic struggles of the Fourth In-
‘ternationalist youth in Rurope
‘and the founding of the new in-

"“ ‘ternational at a congress forced

‘to meet_under illegal conditions
in the midst of the September
war-hysteria, inspired the convic-
tion to pass a number of mo-
- tions designed to strengthen the
international movement and fur-
ther the education of the Ameri-
can comrades in the spirit of in-
ternational solidarity. These mo-
tions included the regular publi-
cation of the English edition of
the Youth Bulletin, the raising of
a $100 fund for the French youth
section, and the initiation of cor-
respondenée between local units
of the American and foreign sec-
tions,

On Friday morning the conven-
tion heard Hal Draper report on
the work of the organization for
the past year. The report indi-
cated that the last year was one
- of political consolidation follow-
 ing the break with the Norman
. Thomas youth at the previous
' convention. The report, however,
‘showed that- this period saw no
. absolute increase in membership,
" though some 325 members left
" the youth movement to join the
, party.

’ New Organization Course

The report on the new course
for the organization, given by
Ernest Erber, was followed by a
. ‘minority report by Gordon Has-

“'kell of California. The Haskell
resolution denied the possibility
of a rapid growth of the Y.P.S.L.

into a mass movement and set
forth the perspective of continu-
ing for a Jlong period as a small
propaganda group. The Haskell
position received two votes.

Various amendments that sought
to modify the majority resolution
were all defeated. A long series
of practical amendments that
sought to add corrections and im-
provements to the resolution were
referred to the incoming National
Council for consideration.

The new constitution changed
the name of the local group, here-
tofore called a “circle,” to “unit.”
The name “National Council” su-
percedes the term “National Ex-
ecutive Committee” for the lead-
ing national body. The constitu-
tion contains a pledge of loyalty
to the cause of the working class,
and the banner of the Y.P.S.L.
for new members.

Commemorate Martyrs

The convention adopted a reso-
lution of commemoration to Leon
Sedoff, Rudoph Klement, and
other young heroes of the Fourth
International who have been
killed by the Stalinist and Fascist
foes of the movement. It also
sent a wire of greeting to Leon
Trotsky, adopted resolutions for
the freedom of Tom Mooney, for
the freedom of 16 jobless youth
arrested in Brooklyn in the fight
for relief, hailing the proposal to
issue the Socialist Appeal twice a
week, and officially adhering to
the Youth Section of the Fourth
International.

The newly elected National
Council met immediately after
the adjournment of the conven-
tion. It established the following
posts and elected the following
officers to fill them: National Sec-
retary, Nathan Gould; Organiza-
tional Secretary, Irving Bern;
National Propaganda Director,
Ernest Erber,

WALGREEN MEN IN
HOUSTON  STRIKE

Unions Come To Aid
Of Sixteen
Workers

(By a Special Correspondent)

HOUSTON, Tex., Nov. 29—The
militant young workers who last
week struck the warehouse indus-
try in one of its most vital spots,
the Walgreen Drug and Supply

Warehouse, are determined to wir 3

a real victory. Only sixteen in
number and entirely new to un-
ionism, they are fast learning the
value of progressive unionism and
the need for workers’ vigilance.

The warehouse is tied up 100
per cent, and effective secondary
picketing is being conducted at
all the key downtown stores of
the notorious national drug chain.
Chester
The workers are members of the
Warehousemen’s Division, Local
367, of the truck drivers Interna-
tional. The strike has been en-
dorsed by the Teamsters Joint
Council and has the support of
the bigkprogressive locals ef the
2.1.0. in the city, such as mari-
time, oil and steel. Public senti-
nent is completely on the side of
:he strikers.

Finks Stand “Guard”

The company, in a desperate
affort to smash the effectiveness
nf the strike, has hired almost
fifty ten-dollar-a-day finks who
just stand around and look at the
pickets and “guard” Walgreen’s
precious real estate. Squads of
union cabs are parked near the
key stores waiting for any finks
who might dare to attack the
strikers. The store managers, in
some cases against their will,
have been forced to put “follow-
up” pickets out on the sidewalks,
carrying great yellow signs (scab-
painted, too) saying “We are
satisfied,” “No strike here,”. etc.

This has served as a boomerang
to the company in that it has
created more discussion and in-
terest in the fight and because the
union warehousemen sign up the
soda clerks and the table girls
who march behind them. Several
soda clerks have struck in sym-
pathy rather than carry out or-
ders to so publicly condemn bona-
fide union practices.

Tonight the National Maritime
Union branch, a progressive local
of the C.I.O., donated funds and
promised complete support. Other
C.1.0. locals such as steel and oil
2re expected to do likewise. Ware-
house workers throughout the en-
tire city are watching the out-
come of this strike.

Subscribe to
Socialist Appeal

PSL Convention Adopts Fighting Policy

By PAUL KUJAC

“Do you see this pretty dress
I'm wearing ?”’ said the Home Re-
lief investigator, crossing her silk-
stockinged legs. “You could have
pretty dresses, too.”

The young applicant for relief
protested—how could she when
she couldn’t event get relief?—
But our sympathetic social wel-
fare worker had her answer
ready. Leaning confidentially
closer to the young girl, she whis-
pered: “You're a pretty girl. Get
a couple of boy friends—it’s not
hard—Ilet them give you the
things you need.” In other words:
Why degrade yourself -by living
on home relief?

This is the formula for success
given to the unemployed by La-
Guardia’s blood-hounds who call
themselves “social welfare invest-
igators.”

Family Evicted

This young girl is a member of
the Rothman family, an unem-
ployed family of five which in-
cludes an 84-year-old woman.
They were thrown off relief by
the Avenue D Home Relief Bu-
reau, and evicted from their
home. . The landlord threw their
furniture and all their belongings
out in the snow. Why? The Home
Relief Bureau wanted to know
what happened to $5,000 in com-
pensation the family received
seven years ago. The Home Re-
lief Bureau would not accept the
ample evidence furnished by the
family in the form of doctors’
statements to the effect that the
money had been used to pay for
much-needed medical attention,

Immeédiately upon hearing qf
the eviction of the Rothman fam-
ily, the unemployed of the Kast
Side, led by the militant members

| mands

‘this way ...

‘ADVICE TO THE NEEDY

“WHY DON'T YOU GET
SOME ‘BOY FRIENDS'?"”

LaGuardia Relief Investigator Advises
Girl Applying for Welfare

of Locals 15 and 22 of the Un-
employed and Project Workers’
Union gave a fitting answer to
this outrageous attack upon un-
employed workers. A large dele-
gation went to the Bureau de-

omanding immediate aid for the

Rothman famliy.

Quick Action

Administrator Levine, self pro-
claimed friend of labor, refused
point blank. The workers’ dele-
gation began. to press their de-
and Levine called the
cops. The delegation obtained a
horse and wagon, picked up the
belongings of the Rothman fam-
ily, carted them to the Relief
Bureau, and dumped them on the
sidewalk before the amazed and
disbelieving eyes of the relief
officials and the cops.

The action took place so rap-
idly that, although there were
half-a-dozen police in the bureau,
and two patrols in front, they
could not get their ‘“wits” to-
gether before the furniture was
dumped in their laps, The police
rushed to do their duty by God
and Country. One shouted:
“Where’s the driver of this
wagon?”

“I'm the driver—what about
it?” answered a young worker.

‘“Who told you to bring the fur-

niture here?”

“Well, you see, officer, it was
I was walkin’ along
minding my own business when a
friend from the Unemployed and
Project Workers’ Union comes
rushing up to me and tells me the
Home Relief ain’t tendin’ to their
business seein’ as how the Roth-
mans was put out into the snow
and the Relief won't do nothin’
about it. I says to myself: ‘Jake,
man and boy you've been tryin’

to do things what’s right, and it
ain’t right that poor people
should be evicted in cold weather
like this’ So I say to myself, ‘I
gotta see what can be done!’
Seeing Is Believing

“So I goes over to the Union
and they says to me ‘The Home
Relief don’t believe there is an
eviction, what can we do to prove
there is?’ So I scratches the old
bean and says, ‘Well, maybe the
Home Relief don’t know there is
an eviction because they is so far
away—maybe if we bring the fur-
niture up there we can prove
there is an eviction.’ You know,
the old saying Officer—'Seein’ is
Believin’. That's all there is to
it, so help me Officer.”

The cop was speechless. Finally
he said: “I guess if they told you
to bring the furniture to the
police station, you’d do it.”

“Well,” said the young militant,
“if we had to prove to the cops
that there is an eviction, we'd do
it. You know, Officer, ‘Seein’ is
Believin'.’”

On the basis of this militant
unemployment action, not only
was the Rothman case opened
for relief, but also all the emer-
gency cases Locals 15 and 22 had
pending in the Bureau. Adminis-
trator Levine was removed from
the Bureau.

Once more there exists in New
York City an unemployed move-
ment whose fighting powers will
improve the conditions of the
workers,

The Unemployment and Project
Workers’ Union challenges the
right of the Relief Administration
to starve the unemployed. The
U.P.W.U. rightfully lays claim to
being the only organization the
unemployed and W.P.A. workers
should support.

General Motors Attacks Auto Union

(Continued from page 1)
authorized” strike one year ago.

The most popular Pontiac com-
mittee-man has since been re-
turned to his job because the
company feared another strike if
he were not rehired. However,
the U.A.W. international repre-
sentative had signed an agree-
ment with the company that this
unionist can hold no office in the
union for one year after he has
returned to work.

“Sweat Blood” for Boss

In his place on the bargaining
committee is a company stooge
who openly told the workers in
the presence of the plant mana-
ger, who had threatened to fire
employees for not meeting pro-
duction schedules to “work until
they sweat blood” tc conform to
company standards.

As a result of this union-com-
pany “cooperation,” the union has
been practically wiped out. Men
tell of speed-up worse than when
the union was first organized.
This plant, still under the juris-
dictidn of an amalgamated local
of all plants in Pontiac, has been
promised a separate charter from
the International. This the work-
ers feel will free them from the
heavy hand of the local bureau-
crats,

In the Lansing Fisher Body
plant the two leading committee-
nien and the chairman had been
suspended from the union by the
regional director, They were then
removed from the committee
without a hearing.or trial. Soon
after, union membership in the
plant fell from 95 percent to less
than one per cent.

Since production began to rise
with the 1939 models the mili-
tancy of the workers has likewise
risen. The corporation is again
using the union “letter of respon-
sibility” to discipline those who
insist too strongly that they still
have a union.

When men on certain opera-
tions do not meet standards set
by the company they are threat-
ened with firing, penalty lay-offs
of a week or two, or transfers to
another plant or department
where they may be fired as incom-
petent or be laid off because of
lack of seniority in the depart-
ment to which they have been
transferred.

Discrimination at Fleetwood

The company’s method of un-
dermining the union was well
demonstrated at the Fleetwood
Fisher Body plant. For months
the management had been com-
plaining that the men in the
cushion department were slowing
up production. The bargaining
committee made time studies of
the men in that department, They
also compared the production
standards with a comparable
group of men doing similar work
in Flint. Flint builds Buick bodies

The difference in standards did

not indicate a slow-down, when'

the difference in quality of work
was considered. Navertheless the
management saw fit to transfer

-the Chief Steward from Fleet-

wood to the Cadillac plant admit-
ting that they felt by such a
transfer they would be able to
speed up production in that de-
partment, When the steward re-
fused to go he was told he was
fired. The men in the cushion de-
partment immediately quit work.
The plant was then shut down by
the management and the men
sent home,

When the bargaining committee
tried to settle the grievance they
were told three -more stewards
were penalized for telling their
chief steward not to accept the
transfer. When the case was taken
to the International the commit-
tee was told that if a man were
asked to go out and mow the
lawn in the winter time his fail-
ure to comply would be cause for
firing. He could immediately call
his. committeemen but it might
take days or even months before
any action would be taken to cor-
rect the grievance. As a final “set-
tlement” of this grievance, the
chief steward has been penalized
with two weeks off and he must
accept the transfer. One steward
received a one week penalty iay
off. The other two stewards were
penalized two days each.

Fire 30 at Chevrolet

A grievance of a somewhat
similar nature has arisen in the
Chevrolet Gear and Axle plant.
Two stewards were given 60 day
penalties for ejecting a non-union
worker from the plant. A sit-down
strike was the result. They were
evacuated by the union and when
the committee went in to negoti-
ate they were notified that thir-
teen stewards were to be fired. A
strike is threatened which the in-
ternational is expected to author-
ize if a settlement satisfactory to
the men is not reached.

ANNOUNCEMENT
“STORY OF A CHEAT,” the
Sasha Guitry Film of the Year
can be ‘seen at any time—cut-
rate prices. See L. Reynolds at
National Office for tickets.
Downtown Branch.

NEW LABOR FORUM. Wendelin
Thomas speaks on “From Wei-
mar till Hitler,” Thursday, Dec.
8, 8:30 p.m., 137 E. 13th Street.
Admission free.

NEW YORK CAMERA CLUB
A camera club for amateur
photographers is being formed.
Both beginners and experts are
invited to join,
are invited to attend a meeting
at the district headquarters, 116
University Place, N, Y. C, on
Wednesday, December 14th at

and Fleetwood Cadillac bodies. 7:30 p. m,

Those interested}

FOOD WORKERS
FIGHTRACKETEERS

Progressives Enter
Fall Slate Against
C.P. Clique

New York—The coming elec-
tions in Local 308 of the Food-
workers Union will mark the cli-
max of a long and bitter struggle
against gangsterism and Stalinist
mismanagement. The membership
is rallying in large numbers
around the United Progressive
Group and its program to smash
the combined forces of Stalinism
and gangsterism once and for all.

In the Spotlight, organ of the
progressives, a long series of
questions are directed to the un-
ion administration asking the
bureaucrats to explain the con-
nections between the racketeers
and the wunion officials. The
charges are substantiated with
names, dates and places.

Slam Slander Campaign

On the other hand, charges of
the administration against the
progressives are refuted and the
facts challenged: “Do you refer
to your comrade Harry Leiben,
who in addition to framing up
and beating witnesses in his terri-
tory, has now been found to be
making ‘side money’ by installing
cigarette machines in the shops
under his jurisdiction?

“Do you refer to your comrade
Arthur Bary, who acted as the
‘Secretary’ of the ‘Defense Com-
mittee’ for the indicted racket-
eers?” (This committee spent $20,”
000 of Union ?unds in defense of
the racketeers, according to the
charge of the progressives.)

The Spotlight further charges
that the administration of the lo-
cal engaged in sheer adventurism
and seriously endangered the un-
ion by calling a premature strike
in the Horn & Hardart Chain in
the hope of getting the support of
the Bosses’ Association who ex-
pected to thus force the Automat
restaurants into the Association.
This strike failed miserably and
set back union organization for a
long period.

’ Racketeers’ Friends

. ‘Another question directed at the
Stalinists and their henchman by
the progressives gives a clear in-
sight to the working of the C.P,
line of class c¢ollahoration. “Do
you refer to your comrade Jay
Rubin, who was mainly respon-
sible for the building of the Met-
ropolitan Racketeering Associa-
tion, who declared: ‘That if we

build the ' Association, we will
smash the “United” and by
' smashing the “United” we will

smash injunctions.” And was it an

accident that the day after the

‘settlement’ of the Sherman strike,

"HUNGER FIGHTER'
LASHES N.Y.C.
RELIEF SET-UP

Jamaica, L. L., Jobless
Expose Do-Nothing
; Agency

New York —Out in Jamaica,
Long Island, the unemployed
workers are beginning to find
themselves and give voice to their
grievances, After years of affilia-
tion with the Workers’ Alliance,
they were one of the flrst locals
to break with the rlass-collabora-
tionist policy of the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy and form a real fight-
ing, militant organization, the Un-
employed and Relief Worker's,
League, affiliated with the Unem-
ployed and Project Workers’
Union.

Otto Popovitch, veteran fighter
for unemployed workers in
Queens county and Chairman of
the League, has a small hamd
printing press, and puts out a ser-
ies of leaflets, issued in the form
of a paper under the title: The
Hunger Fighter. Here's an extract
from a recent number:

“Let us yell Hip-Ho-Hooray for
the fake politicians that were
elected.

“They promised us a lot, but
will give us nothing. Little Pot-
Bellied LaGuardia is still in office.
We pay him $25,000 a year and he,
in turn, gives us a lot of ballyhoo.
Miss Harris, the Big Shot in the
Home Relief Bureau is getting so
fat on our misery and on her
$60.00 & week do-nothing-big-job,
that we are looking forward, in
the near future, to see her fore-
ing herself through the door side-
ways or else the door jams will
have to be ripped off, so she can
pass through them.

“We the unemployed, when we
come to the bureau to tell these
fakers our troubles are pumped
full of “hot air.” Our wives come
here and shed bitter tears. Evic-
tion notices are disregarded.
Bare-footed children are told to
stay home from school. Toothless
people are told to eat mush. Blind
people are told to buy a Seeing
Eye Dog. Ruptured people are
sent on the W.P.A. to swing a
pick and shovel. Good investigat-
ors are terrorized and rats are
made out of them,

“Communist investigators write
up funny stories about honest cli-
ents and write up pathetic stories
for communist clients.

“These are the horrible stories
in the HR.B, We the unemployed
people must recognize the fact
that the only way we can clean
house in the E.R.B. is by joining
the “Unemployed and Relief
Workers League” and all togeth-
er, with our strong will and pow-
erful working class arms, we can
swing the big broom of decency
and sweep these rats from the
E.R.B. and force them to give us
jobs or Adequate Relief For Our
Families,

“We meet every Wednesday
night at 8 p.m. at 146-37 South St,,
right on the corner of Waltham
St., Jamaica.”

the bronze buzzard, symbol of the;

Association appeared in all of
their shops? We ask you, Messrs.
Kramberg, Rubin, Bary & Co., do
you seriously pretend to come be-
fore the membership as fighters
against racketeers—you who
made a deal with Pincus-Epstein-
Coulcher-Williams and their rack-
eteering Metropolitan Association
by which you were taken into Lo-
cal 302 and given jobs, in return
for supporting those rats in Trade
Union clothing and - defending
them when they were exposed ?”

The leader of the progressive
ticket is Larry Phillips. He is
supported by a complete slate of
leading militants, including Harry
Pinsley, Phillip Nims, Juan Aviles,
Charles Mitchell, James Gordon,
and many others.

Program of Progressives

The program of the United Pro-
gressive Group makes a clear
analysis of the long series of
crimes and betrayals of the pres-
ent administration, This program
demands an end to the terror car-
ried on against the membership;
for complete democracy in the
union; for the strict enforcement
of the union contract; a reduction
in dues and the abolition of the
Arbitration Board which is used
at present to break down militant
action and gives the bosses a
death-grip on all job action.

The progressives point out in
their paper that the present ad-
ministration, if defeated in the
elections, can only go back to the
Communist Party headquarters
for assignment to some other un-
ion-busting job. They are not
workers in the trade and never
have been. The slate of the pro-
gressives is made up only of food
workers. The membership is de-
manding an end to the control of
their union by “organizers” sent
from Browder’s headquarters.

APPEAL ARMY

FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN
AND REGULAR APPEAL
FINANCES:

The news from Comrade Rose
Karsner, in charge of the $3,500
campaign for the twice-weekly
paper, is that everything has
started off with a resounding
bang. This is fine news and may
make it possible for the Appeal
to begin its more frequent publi-
cation ahead of schedule.

But we must warn against any
tendency on the part of branches
to forget about or sort of ignore
current Appeal bills. There is no
conflict -or contradiction between
a branch raising its Fund quota
and paying its debts to the paper.
On the contrary, by supporting
us financially right now the
branches make it that much
easier for the twice-weekly to be
successfully stabilized. ‘i'he drive
for the new Appeal and suppor:
of the paper today go hand in
hand. It is particularly the job
of local Appeal agents to see t>
it that the bills sent to them two
weeks ago are taken care of im-
mediately.

E3 * *
HAS YOUR BRANCH STARTE)
A SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN:

New York City has been con-
ducting a highly successful sub-
campaign., An average of about
20 subs has been turned in each
week.

New Haven, Conn., is in tha
midst of an intensive campaiga
for renewed subscriptions and
new subscribers. Comrades in

‘of New York, City’s supremac,

charge of both these drives
sure us that subs are easy to get
especially when the subscriber-to-.
be is told that he’ll get tw
many papers for the same pri
as formerly.

Branches should get going o
local sub-campaigns and let
know the results.

Following is the list of sub
scriptions received this past w ek
Notice that Minneapolis .
again returned to the challeng‘

NEW YORK CITY.....
Minneapolis
Massachusetts
New York State
South Dakota
Pennsylvania
Ohio il s o s 505555 sk >
Newark, N, J...... s i

Connecticut
Chicago
California
Indiana

Small bundle  order increases
have come in from our agents in. . -
Houston, Texas, and ' Oakland, - '
California. Incidentally, Els
Meyers, the agent for East Oak
land, .is one of California’s most
ambitious and up-and-coming lit.
specialists.

* * *
REMINDERS: s
(1) Organize your local sub-:
scription campaign: 104 is-

sues for $2.00. :

(2) Take care of your monthly

Appeal bill.

SGORE BOARD

(Continued flom Page 1)

East Chicago, Ind
‘Gardner, Mass.
Indianapolis, Ind.
Joplin, Mo. ...

Kansas City, Mo

Lexington, Ky.
Louisville, Ky.
Olivia, Minn.
Plentywood, Mont
Reading, Pa.
Sacramento, Cal.
Seattle, Wash.
South Bend, Ind
‘Worcester, Mass.
Evansville, Ind.
Fitchburg, Mass.
Flaxton, N. D
Fresno, Cal,
Hartford, Conn.
Portland, Ore.
Thermopolis, Wyo.
Windsor, Conn.

SHARECROPPERS |
FACE EVICTIONS,
WHITFIELD WARNS

(Special to Socialist Appeal)
ST. LOUIS—O. H. Whitfield,
Negro organizer and second Vice-
President of the Southern Tenant
Farmers’ Union, spoke November
29 at a highly successful meeting
sponsored by the Marxist School
of the St. Louis Socialist Workers
Party. The chairman of the meet-
ing was Martin Lechner, St. Louis
labor organizer who has done
much work in behalf of the South-
ern Tenant Farmers’ Union, Whit-
field came to St. Louis with {wo
other representatives of the S.T.
F.U., a Negro, President of one of
the S.T.F.U. Locals in southeast
Missouri, and a white man active
in the organization there.
Brother Whitfield told a moving
story of his 35 years as a share-
cropper, and described vividly the
misery and degradation that the
mass of the sharecroppers and
agricultural workers of the South
endure—misery that becomes
more acute as the system of hir-
ing and firing by the plantation
owners becomes general. Most of
the sharecroppers do not  have
time to establish their homes be-
fore they are forced by the plant-
ers to move on. A wage of 75¢ a
day for cotton picking is the av-
erage, with a 14-hour day. The
sharecropper seldom makes any-
thing out of his own crop; $100 in
the clear at the end of a year is
considered exceptional, and about
the best that can be done,
Whitfleld was active in organiz-
ing the recent cotton - pickers’
strike in southeast Missouri. He
described how work under semi-
illegal conditions had brought 35,-
000 workers into the S.T.F.U,,
throughout the South, since 1932,
Lynch mobs, and every device of

the all-powerful plantation own-
ers, had not been able to break landless; clothes for the n
down the unity of the white and | food for the hungry; free ‘
An attempt by ! the wage-glave!”

black workers,

| all

i

Stahmsts, durmg the discussxon

! Whitfield’s statement of the aim

30.00
10.00
10.00
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period, to pin the speaker down ¥
to an unqualified endorsement of

the Roosevelt administration and

its acts, was countered by

the speaker and the Chairman
with a description of how the

plantation owners, unhindered by

the Department of Agriculture, .
get all the crop reduction pay-
ments for themselves and prevent .
the sharecroppers from beneﬂ
ing in any way; and how com
plaints from sharecroppers to the
Department of Agriculture @ in
Washington are almost invariably.
returned to the county relief ¢om--
mittees, dominated by the Dem'of
cratic plantation owners, with the
result that the complaining share:
croppers are evicted thhout di

lay.
Whitfield decscribed how the
rural W.P.A. authorities work:

hand-in-glove with the planter
by making it obligatory for th
workers to accept cotton-picking
jobs offered to them by the plant-
ers, regardless of the slightly
more favorable condition of em:
ployment on W.P.A. The W.P..
authorities drive the planters out:
to the W.P.A. jobs and tell them.
to pick out the workers th
want.

Masgs evictions face the share-
croppers in southeast Missourt. on
January 1. Whitfield and
other represehtatives of the S!
F.U. are attempting to arouse
public protest against these evic-
tions and create public dem 1d
for the Federal purchase of lanc
on which to settle the sharecroj
pers. The millions spent on r al
W.P.A, could be more proﬁtab '
devoted to the purchase of arable
land now producing nothing
weeds, of which there are 100,000
acres in southeast Missouri. Such
Federal settlements for = share-
croppers have already been estal
lished on a very small scale, an
have proved highly successful

Prolonged gree

applause

of the S.T.F.U.: “Land f

Last Party plus

PIONEER Does It Again With « :
New Year's Eve Party to Rememl::erl ‘

Gala Dance and Floor Show

Featuring An All-Star Cast

Princess Maravaia doing the African Makumba
Kawaika in several native Hawaiian dances

Mary Frieman recapturing the high spots . of ‘Ploneers

Swing Music * Drinks * Food Bar _
at IRVING PLAZA, I5th St. & Irving Place
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOwW! ..
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HOUSTON C.L0.
ASKS ASYLUM FOR
GERMAN REFUGEE

Iso- Sohdanzes
- With French
~ Workrs

TR (Special to Socialist Appeal)

 HOUSTON, Texas, Dec. 2—
,Houston labor today again proved

" that it is not only in the forefront

of all Southern labor but that it

“.ranks among the first of Amer-

ican trade unions in progressive
‘action. In a splendid demonstra-
tion: of international solidarity,
the ‘Harris County C.I.O. Council
unanimously adopted resolutions

,-.gt its meeting here today calling
i upon the President and Congress

to open the doors of the United
States to all refugees, and declar-
‘ing support of the fight of the
‘French workers and pledging ev-

‘ery assistance possible.

The resolutions were presented
by steel worker delegates and

' ‘supported by representatives from

longshoremen,
seamen and

the  oil workers,
-clothing workers,

/. marine engineers.

The resolutions follow:

’ Resolution on Nazi Persecutions
of Minorities

. Whereas, the persecutions and
‘the barbarous oppression of the
racial and political minorities in
Germany and other Kuropean

' _countries has aroused the sym-

pathy of almost the entire nation,
and

© Whereas, liberal and progres-
sive - organizations in the U.S,
have voiced these sentiments, es-

'pecially the Congress for Indus-

trial Organization at the Pitts-
burgh convention, against Nazism

. ‘and political persecution, and

" Whereas, the workers of Hous-
ton heartily endorse these expres-
sions and actions but feel it neces-
sary to do much more than this
brutalized and

/  oppressed brothers and sisters of

‘Germany and other foreign lands,

Now therefore be it resolved, by
the Harris County Industrial Un-
“jon Council that we call upon the

" President of the United States,

the U.8. Congress and on the

Bureau of Immigration to open |
_‘the doors of this country to these

people and thus make known and
‘reaffirm the fact that our tradi-
~txons of Liberty, Justice and re-

: llgious and political asylum are

‘ilable to these suffering un-

Copxes of ~this resolution to be
“'gent at once to Pres. Roosevelt,

3 the Texas Congressmen and Sen-

~ “ators, to the U.S, Immigration au-

o

‘thorities and to the national of-

- fices of the CIO. as well as to

thé labor and daily press.
* »
Resolution of Support to the
v French Workers
Whereas, the wvaliant men and
women of the French working
classes are waging a determined
truggle in defense of their living
_standards and for their civil
‘rights, and
‘Whereas, the efforts of the 200

: ‘families of that country are fun-

amentally the same as the efforts
‘the 60 American Families to
smash labor and to bring us all
“under the vicious heel of fascist
~oppression and a worsened pov-

: erty, and

‘Whereas, the concern of the
“workers and the poor farmers of

; other lands is the concern of the

workers of Texas—an injury to
one is an injury to ali,

“Now therefore be it resolved,
hat the Harris County Industrial

““Upion Council make known its

protest against the strike- break-
ing puppet premier and the ef-
forts he and his class are making
“to destroy the labor movement in
France, and

Be-it further resolved, that the
delegates to this C.I.O0. Council

eclare our firm solidarity with
‘the’ French workmen in their

" heroic fight and pledge our every

effort to assist them in any way

possible, and

Be it further resolved, that cop-
s of this resolution be sent to
he leaders of the C.G.T. and to
leaders of the CI.O. and to the
labor and dally press.

HIGH UNEMPLOYED
- - SPEAK OUT

ALLENTOWN, Pa.—The Le-
high County Unemployed League
of Pennsylvania last week adopt-
" ed the following resolution:

~“‘Wherea.s, the mass persecution

m Europe and the Nazi terror
against the Jews demand immedi-
ate and concrete action to aid all
~ victims,

“Therefore, we, the Lehigh

ounty Unemployed Leagues of

ennsylvania call upon the Presi-

nt and Congress of the United
States to restore the right of asy-
lum ‘and to permit the entry of
the persecuted and oppressed into
this ‘country by the immediate
lifting of all restrictions and quo-

- limitations.”
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“It may be that the only thing left for us to do is to die
with as much dignity and nobility as we can muster. Sometimes
I think we shall end up like those Jewish communities in Poland
in the Sixteenth Century, for whom there was no other way out,
except to meet death steadfastly, with the words -of Kiddush
Hashem on their lips.”

The speaker was a Jewish business man in a mid-Western
commercial city, We had been discussing the virulent anti-
Semitism that has been growing beneath the surface in cities
like Seattle, Des Moines, Portland, Minneapolis—the typical
American city outside the mass production centers. We agreed
on the extent of this anti-Semitic growth. But why it was growing,
why it was closer to the surface than ever before, what to do
about it—on these fundamental questions my host and I were
poles apart.

As my host leaned back in his easy chair, in his more
than comfortable private home, his posture of gentle resignation
recalled to me an incident some years ago in a Pennsylvania
town. The Coal & Iron cossacks wete smashing a coal strike.
I had come to a liberal businessman for help in organizing aid
for the miners. In our conversation my. host identified himself
with the oppressed strikers; but the proposals I brought from the
strike committee, he rejected: visionary, impractical, etc., etc.
What then? I asked. Cheerfully philosophical, he replied:
“Maybe the only thing left for us is to go down underneath the
reaction. The spirit of intolerance may prove too much for us.”

The posture of neither businessman could really be taken
seriously. Their expression of defeatism was merely their genteel
way of refusing to go on the firing line. The fact was that,
whatever happened to- the strike, the Pennsylvania liberal would
go on living, not quite as before—he was known as a friend
of the miners, and smashing of the strike would cause timid
associates to loosen their ties with him, might los¢ him some
business—but still live comfortably. My Jewish host was ex-
pressing in very elegant language the simple fact that his life
was far-removed from the workers and lower middle-class who

made up the majority of the Jewish community and that his -

separation from them unconsciously led him to hope that some-
how, some way, he would share only partially any fate that
might befall them.

Fortunately, the Pennsylvania miners did not share my
host’s philosophical pessimism, and fought their way through to
victory, thereby preserving one of the fortresses from which the
labor movement was to advance with such giant strides in 1933.
Unfortunately, however, my Jewish host’s pessimism approxim-
ated the general mood of the Jewish masses.

DEFEATISM PARALYZES |JEWRY

Yes, a dangerous mood of defeatism is current in American
Jewry. That defeatism must be burned out at its roots, for it is
paralyzing any serious and effective participation of Jewry in the
fight against anti-Semitism. But to replace that defeatism by a
courageous outlook requires, first, that the roots of that defeatism
be understood.

Jewish workers, intellectuals, most professionals and busi-
nessmen cannot afford the luxury of upper-class philosophical
pessimism. For if we fail to find a way out, on our backs will
fall the whips of the Fascist thugs who, even today, are through-
out America preparing for a totalitarian regime,

Certainly one basic factor creating the sense of impotence
which pervades American Jewry is the fact that, unlike all other
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national minorities, the Jews have no national soil under their
feet anywhere. The Irish are a majority in Ireland, the Croats
in Croatia, etc., but the Jews nowhere. In Palestine the 400,000
Jews are a beleaguered garrison, surrounded by some 50 million
Arab-speaking Moslems of the Near East. What follows? No
large section of Jewry has the conviction, intellectual or emo-
tional, that Jewry can prevail against its enemies. A terrible
fact !

Contrast the history of Jewish resistance to anti-Semitism
with the history of the resistance of almost any other national
minority against its oppressors, and the difference stands out in
bold relief. Think of the almost numberless revolts of the
Irish against Britain, a history studded with “the martyrs”—the
Irish terrorists who ‘gave vent, in this desperate and futile way,
to the Irish aspitations for freedom. Think, too, of the veneration
in which the Irish held “the martyrs.” Woe to the Philistine who
expressed disapproval of their deeds.

But among the Jews, far more persecuted than most other
minorities, such martyrs have been almost non-existent. Who
can recall the predecessor of Hershel Grynszpan? And how
Jews speak out to defend his deed? It remained for the liberals
and the labor movement to organize his defense. The argument
that it is better for the Jews to remain in the background in the
defense is an argument which would never occur to the Irish,
Croatian, Macedonian "societies which, whenever the need arises,
spring to the defense of their Grynszpans. That argument is
simply another expression of the defeatism which pervades
Jewry.

How to overcome the sense of isolation which underlies this
defeatism? This, in essence, has been the problem of Jewry in
the modern world.

Two main solutions have been proposed by Jewish leader-
ship during the last century. The first solution pursued was
assimilationism and, when that showed its limits, there arose
the proposed solution of Zionism.

THE ROAD OF ASSIMILATIONISM K

In the fully-developed form in which it flourished in the
Nineteenth Century, the doctrine of assimilationism is no longer
fashionable, Hitler has put a rude end to it! Nevertheless, it still
exists, and its present half-hidden forms are actually far more
repulsive than its earlier explicit form.

The fact is that assimilationism, in the first half of the
Nineteenth Century, played a progressive role. The era of democ-
racy opened up by the French Revolution found the Jews a
semi-caste, pursuing the occupations to which they had been
limited by medieval society -and looking upon themselves as a
race-nation destined to remain separated from the general com-
munity life. Capitalism, youthful, progressive, with a world to
conquer, in its upward course provided hospitable room for all
talents to develop; the first, progressive period of the develop-
ment of the bourgeois state therefore resulted in a process of
liberalism toward the Jews. For a time and in those countries in
which capitalism early freed itself of feudal ties and created a
modern bourgeois state, the Jew was afforded the opportunity
to become, to a considerable extent, a political equal, to live
where he pleased and pursue any - occupation he choose. The
assimilationist movement sought to utilize these new opportun-
ities to the fullest extent.

To do so required that the Jews divest themselves of any
peculiar status as Jews. Reform Judaism, born in Germany, was

HOW SHALL WE FIGHT ANTI-SEMITISM? . ruuix monnow

the best-organized expressxon of this movement: “"We are Ger-
mans in everything, in hopes, beliefs, language and outlook;
we are merely of the ]udalc religion as some Germans are Cath-
olics, others Lutheran, etc.” Such was the outlook, throughout
most of the Nineteenth Century, of Western European Jewry
and with it of great influxes into America from Eastern Europe.
To the assimilationist leaders of the generation of 1848, the
process opened up for Jewish integration into modern capitalist
state-society seemed a process which would continue ever upward.

But even in those halycon years they could not exorcise from
their pleasant homes the spectre of Jewish persecution, which
raged unabated in Eastern Europe, where capitalist development
took place—in Russia and the Balkans, in most of the Austro-
Hungarian empire—not in the democratic forms of earlier
countries, but tied up with the most reactionaty elements of the
past. Jewish persecution in Eastern Europe was revealing, already
in the Nineteenth Century, that the mere development of capital-
ism was not going to guarantee a continuous liberation of govern-
mental treatment of Jewry. And in the rest of the capitalist world,
too, assimilationism soon demonstrated its extreme limits. The
very birthplace of assimilationism, Germany, became toward the
close of the Nineteenth Century, the birthplace of modern anti-
Semitism. The process of liberalization did not continue forward
indefinitely. For, scarcely grown to manhood, capitalism began
to decay, and with it decayed the democracy which capitalism
had created in its youth.

"THE DECAY OF ASSIMILATIONISM

With the first signs of decay within capitalism, the assim-
ilationist movement began to lose its progressive character. It
finally ossified into the repulsive Philistinism of the contempor-
ary Reform Temple, No discriminating and thoughtful Jew,
growing up after the generation of '48 had opened the doors to
the general community and modern culture, could look upon the
further fruits of assimilationism as a way of life.

What were the latter fruits of assimilationism, once it had
broken down the doors of the ghetto? An assertive and noisy
patriotism, a Philistine conformism to the ruling ideas and customs
—that is to say, to the ideas and customs laid down by the
ruling class in Western Europe and America-—and the utterly
meager and pseudo-Protestant religion, if one could call it a
religion, of Reform Judaism.

To say,
thing” in 1848, in the lusty manhood of capitalism, meant to be
for progress, for democracy, for freedom of culture. To say,
“we are Germans (or Americans, etc.) in everything” in 1914
and thereafter meant to be for the lmpenahst war, to make j ]mgo-
istic speeches and oppose radicalism, to join the Elks and Masons
and the Rotary Club—in short, to become loyal vassals of the
ruling powers.

Assimilationism revealed itself as assimilation to the bonr-
geois state. Body and sold, the assimiliationists, with the Jewish
bankers and industrialists at their head, had delivered themselves
up to capitalist reactoin.

This ugly spectacle of assimilationism is not the less re-
pellent because, in the face of the indubitable growth of anti-

. Semitism, assimilationism is little defended as a rounded doc-"

trine. No longer an ideal, assimilationism is all the more a
practice. It has deep roots in the Jewish bourgeoisie’s desire (and
interest) to conform to the rules laid down by the buorgeoisie as
a whole, and the wealthy Jews drag along in their wake a large
part of the Jewish population.

Socialist Party Prepares

To Liquidate Into A.L.P.

The Socialist Party in New
York State will take a referen-
dum vote on December 16-18 on a
proposal submitted by the State
Committee which means virtual
liquidation of that party as a po-
litical organization.

The effect of this proposal,
which was reported to a member-
ship meeting on November 15 by
Norman Thomas, would be the
sending of the S. P. membership
in a body into the American
Labor Party, while a paper or-
ganization retaining the name of
the Socialist Party would remain
on the outside for educational
purposes. The actual motion is
purposely worded more ambigu-
ously, but its meaning is plain
from the discussion now? going on
in the ranks of the S. P.

Party Disintegrating

At the membership meeting
Thomas based his case, as did
the speakers who followed him,
on the deplorable state of the

 party. Discussing the S. P. de-

bacle in the elections, Thomas
complained that the S. P. vote
has been going over to the AL.P.
and warned that they could not go
on as they were, “with our ideas
embalmed,” running campaign
after campaign and getting no-
where. There has also been a
sharp organizational decline in
the recent period. Upstate the
organization has well-nigh disap-
peared, to the point where the
projected State Convention has
been given up by “combining” it
with the City Convention. The
three Jewish branches in the city
have dwindled to one; branches
are not meeting, and speakers at
the membership meeting com-
plained that members are drop-
ping out in large numbers. The
motion was presented to the
membership meeting in a back-
ground of defeatism and despair.
Terms of the Deal

The formal statement of the
State Committee in support of its
plan speaks throughout in terms
of “the entry of the party into the
A.L.P.” not merely of members.
And by the conditions of this
“entry,” the 8. P. will be permit-
ted to run no independent Social-
ist candidates, even or rather. es-
pecially in cases where the A.L.P.
endorses capitalist politicians. It
is an open secret that this is part
of the price demanded by the
ALP. for its deal ' with the

Thomas group.
A second element of the deal

with the A.L.P. was indicated by |
Thomas at the membership meet- | i§
ing when he stated that there|!
was no intention of forming al|

Socialist “caucus” ingide the A,L.
P. upon entry—that is,
S. P. exercising control over the
political actions of its members.
Other details of the sale of the
S. P. to the A.L.P. bureaucrats
are not known, since no full re-
port on these secret negotiations
has ever been made to the mem-
bership,

Thomas himself has on more
than one occasion hinted at the
possibility that the 8. P. would
transform itself into a “Socialist
Educational League” inside the
ALLP. There is also a precedent
in this regard: when the deep-
dyed right-wingers of the Old
Guard split from the Socialist
Party and formed their “People’s
Party” in 1936, they were forced
to change their organization to
“Social Democratic Federation”
as a conditipn for their entry into
the AL.P.

The “Clarily group” in the S.P,,
incorrigible centrists and vacilla-
tors, are, of course, supporting
the State Committee’s motion,
“from a different point of view,”
as its leader, Herbert Zam, stated
at the membership meeting.

Youth Oppose Deal

But the city convention of the
Socialist youth, meeting at about
the same time, passed a resolu-
tion condemning the new propo-
sal by an overwhelming vote.

The whole affair is being rushed
through with only the barest ob-
servance of the formalities. The
date for voting was set at only
one month after the decision to
hold the referendum was taken,
and the membership received the
formulated -motion and accom-
panying statements only last
Wednesday (December 7). Be
tween this date and the termina-
tion of the vote are only nine or
ten days; there are no discussion
bulletins. '

Another question agitating the
S. P. recently has been the case
of Sam Baron, official party rep-
resentative to Spain last year,
who recently testified before the
red-baiting Dies Committee on
Stalinist. activities in  Spain.
Baron’s violation of elementary
class principles in collaborating

of the

PICKETING THE NAZIS

Socialist Workers Party members and sympathizers picketing

recent united front demonstration at New York Nazi consulate to

protest anti-Semitic pogroms,

C. L. R. James Addresses

“we are Germans (or Americans, etc.) in every-

with the congressional labor-
haters resulted in his expulsion
by the City Committee by a vote
of 31-14. Peculiarly enough, al-
most all of the 14 were Clarity-
ites, while the right wing in gen-
eral supported his expulsion! The
reasons for this line-up are illu-
minating.

Baron accused the entire party
leadership of suppressing his ar-
ticles - exposing the criminal ac-
tivities of the Stalinists in Spain,
the murder of P.O.U.M.-ists, ete.
In one case, he pointed out to
the City Committee, an article
for the Socialist Call was already
set up in type when the National
Action Committee of the Party

tative.

and Joe Lash, two

pelled.

party the §acts he had gathered
in Spain as the party’s represen-

The right-wingers yelled for
Baron’s expulsion, therefore, ba-
sically because he violated the
cowardly line of the 8. P. leaders.
His “Clarity” defenders opposed
his expulsion on the ground that
this would be too harsh treat-
ment in view of the leniency that
had been shown to David Lasser
Stalinist
stooges formerly in the right wing
of the S.P. There were only a
few delegates who knew enough
to condemn the rotten principles
of both the expellers and the ex-

NEW YORK, N. Y, Nov. 30.—
A capacity crowd at Irving Plaza
heard C. L. R. James, noted Brit-
ish author, describe. the death
agonies of the British Empire,
Scores of New York Negroes
turned out to listen to one of t“he

outstanding lecturers of their
race, in his first public appear-
ance in the United States.

For almost an hour and a half
James turned the spotlight on
the hypocrisy of the British
“democrats,” exposing the inhu-

il man oppression of millions of

brown, black and yellow colonials
in the far-flung empire. This op-
pression, James analyzed, had
given rise to a seething ferment
among the natives under British
domination, who were awaiting
only a critical moment to finish
with British rule forever.

This ever-present fear has de-

Big Meeting

in New York

termined British foreign policy in
the recent period and was the

i fundamental explanation, James

stated, for the capitulations to
Mussolini, Japan and Hitler, The
unity of the revolutionary move-
ment in Great Britain with the
discontented colonials in the em-
pire would soon crash the entire
edifice of cruelty and exploitation
to the ground, James concluded.

The largest part of the audi-]

ence remained for almost two
hours after the lecture plying
James with literally dozens of
questions. The high point of the
discussion period was a speech
by a leading representative of
Indian people in this country.
His speech, discussing conditions
in India and objectives of the In-
dian nationalist movement, signi-
fied complete agreement with the
remarks made by James on India
and the British Emapire.

CASE OF LEON TROTSKY

ESSAYS ON LIFE — Tolstoi

ordered it suppressed. The reason
for this attitude, he said, was
that the leadership had laid down
the policy of soft-peddling all
criticism of the Spanish govern-
ment and of the Spanish Stal-
inists.

Baron said that the state of
mind in which he took his story
to the Dies Committee was one
of desperation because the S. P.
leadership had prevented him
from making public through the

116 University PL, N. Y, C.

CALENDAR OF
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Monday, Dec. 12th at 7 P.M.

Unions and Politics.”
Monday, Dec. 12th at 8:45 P.M.

Tuesday, Dec. 13th at 7 P-M.
BOUND VOLUMES OF

SOCIALIST APPEAL—1937 of Marxism.”

.—Now Available— Tuesday, Dec. 13th at 8:45 P.

@® Price $1.00 @
(including mailing cost)
Have a neatly bound volume
of your Appeal!

Ready for immediate delivery.

Transitionn Program of

Slogan for the Labor Party.”
Admission — twenty-five cents
per lecture

MARXIST SCHOOL

B. J. WIDICK — “The Trade
JACK WEBER-—“The Internal
Situation in the Soviet Union.”
J. G. WRIGHT—“Fundamentals
JAMES BURNHAM—“The

the
Fourth International and the
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A FEW SPECIALS

CAPITAL AND OTHER ESSAYS — Marx

INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHO- ANALYSIS — Freud

WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE

THE WEB OF THOUGHT AND ACTION — H. L. Levy

RATIONALIZATION OF GERMAN

A PICTURE OF WORLD ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN
THE SUMMER OF 1929

LABOR PROTECTION IN SOVIET RUSSIA

THE SAAR STRUGGLE — Florinsky

NEGRO LABOR IN THE UNITED STATES — Woesley

THE BIRTH OF THE NATION — Marcu :

CAESAR'S MANTLE — Mainzer

SPECIAL — THE TRAGEDY OF THE CHINESE REYOLU-
TION, by Harold Isaacs—$6.00 . .
duction by Leon Trotsky.

BLACK JACOSINS, by C. L. R. James {author of
WORLD RE¥YOLUTION)—$3.75.

LABOR BOOK SHOP
28 East 12th Street, New York City

INDUSTRY — 1931

. with an intro-

INQUIRY SHOWS
SYSTEM HALTED

(Continued from page 1)
With this established, the Wall
Street community promised full

aid, and sent their specialist, Dr. = . -

Willard L. Thorp of Dun & Brad-
street, to function as a research:
economist for the committee, - - -

In his preliminary statement,
Chairman O’Mahoney again insist-
ed that the committee would fol-
low ‘“no personal, partisan or fae-
tional program”: in other words, =
that its object was only to try to .,
help business to find a way to’
increase profits, and not in the
least to investigate the funda-
mental diseases of the profit sys-
tem itself. Nevertheless, in spite
of this purpose, Senator O'Mahon. *
ey cannot prevent the facts from .
speaking for themselves.

Economy in Decay .

The three first days were given:
over to the testimony of three .
witnesses: Dr. Isador Lubin, Fed-
eral Commissioner of Labor.kStay-k
tistics; Leon Henderson, executive ;
secretary of the committee; and:
Dr. Thorp. The mass of statistics
and charts presented by each ofs
the three united in painting a sin- "«
gle picturé: that of an economy .
which, after advancing fitfully
and jerkily up to the year 1929, .
has since that date collapsed into
a state of decay from which there-
is no chance of arousing it. e

“No observer can overlook it,”

-said witness Henderson, “nor
believe other than that as
things now stand our growth
has stopped.”

Dr. Lubin discussed the prob-
iem of ‘“national income,” a term
which changes its meaning with
each speaker, but which apparent-
ly- refers most of the time to the
total price value of the national
output of goods and services. He
showed that, taking 1929 as a'
norm (during which year there
was still a completely inadequate
standard of living for a good half
of the population), there had been
during the past nine years a total
drop of $133 billions in national
income, which figure would rise
to $225 billions if calculated on: .
the price levels of each year in-:
volved instead of the 1929 price
level, )

This colossal sum, translated
into human terms,. represents:
the misery, hunger and starva- '

tion by which the people of the
country are paying for the con-
tinuance of capitalism.
Incomes Under $1250 .

Dr. Lubin showed that 54 per -
cent of the families of the coun-. -
try are receiving total family . i

incomes, from all sources, of .

less than $1,250, and that only
13 per cent receive more than

$2,500. He also related the low *

incomes to the inability to buy
even those foods necessary to :
health, :

Dr. Thorp, though anxious as -
direct spokesman for Wall Street
to obscure the problem of control
of U.S. economy, and to this end
denying that many monopolies.
exist in ithis country in the sense . -
of a single company monopolizing-
an entire field, had, however, to -,
make clear how a small group of
giant corporations, integrated .

through trade agreements, domin-

ate nearly every line of produc- -

tion. A single company controls:' -
the . entire output of aluminum;
three companies, 86 per cent of:
automobiles; three companies, "g0
per cent of the can industry; four’

_companies, 78 per cent of copper;

three companies, 60.5 per cent of
steel; two companies, 47 per cent
of beef products; etc. All of these
companies, though Dr. Thorp
omitted mention of the fact, are
of course themselves controlled |,
through the great banking houses.‘
The Big Employers Bl
One-tenth of one per cent of the
nation’s’ corporations, -according
to Dr. Thorp’s figures, employ 12.3 | *
per cent of the workers; at the
other end of the scale, 76 per cent

| of employers—the “little business

men” having from one te nine
workers—employ a total of only
11 per cent. 3
Dr. Thorp’s charts also indi~*i"
cated profoundly important shifts
in the relative weight of different
fields in the total of “national in--
come.” Agriculture, which in 1919-
21 accounted for 14.3 per cent, In
1934-37 was reduced to 9.2 per: .
cent. The only major rise was in"
the percentage allotted to “gov-
srnment,” which was 8 per cent in
1919-21, and by 1935-37 had risen
to 15.2 per cent. This revealing
figure is sufficient by itself to lay

bare the immense absurdity of all .=~

remnants of laissez faire concep-
tions and at the same time to ex-
press the complete inability of the

“virile,” ‘vigorous” . . . “priva.te‘ 3

industry” to carry on, ¥
Each of the three witnesses end-

ed up with a “theory” to explain

the collapse and provide a rem-

'edy. It would really be kinder to -

pass over the theories in silence,
Dr. Lubin felt that the 54 per cent’
of the low income families were
not getting enough money: that.
is, his theory was a re-statemen
of the fact. He said that if each
of these families received ev
$2.25 more a day, industry we
again boom — apparently forgé
ting that under the profit syste
that $2.25 would.merely bé

to the price of goods and services

leaving things exactly where |
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Anti -Semite No. |

" cross is being played in all quarters of the

European continent, but the dice are loaded.
Win or lose, the outcome means war.

Wary of England’s parleys with Hitler, France
has paid its court in turn to the newly-estab-
lished dominant power in Europe. This week it
signed what was optimistically called a “no-war
declaration” with the Reich.

By ‘this France hopes to turn the edge of
the Hitlerite sword away from itself and win a
new chance to pull out of its permanent crisis
by crushing the French workers and establishing
a Fascist regime the better to prepare itself for
waf.

Simultaneously Italy began an open and
loudly aggressive campaign of blackmail against
beleaguered France, demanding—still in “un-
official” demonstrations—the cession of Tunisia,
Corsica, of French Nice and Savoy, and a new
deal at the Suez Canal.

.- of its own shadow. .

Father Coughlin, his appetite only whetted by
the perfuctory disapproval expressed by part of
the liberal daily press of his previous anti-Sem-
itic blast, returned to Jew-baiting in his national

broadcast last Sunday.
Coughlin singled out Leon

.vicious blast, to carry further the theme that
" Jews were responsible for the Russian Revolu-

tion.

Taunting Rabbi Leo Franklin of Detroit, who

~ had made public during the previous week a
. statement by Henry Ford expressing sympathy
with the refugees, Coughlin quoted Harry Ben-

. nett, Ford spokesman, who later corroborated
this to the press, as saying that the Ford state-
ment had been written by the Rabbi, and that
"Ford had declared, in answer to the Rabbi’s
~ plea for jobs for refugees, that Jews would not

work in factories.

Coughlin’s skilful use of Fotd's still rabid, if
now more hidden anti-Semitism, demonstrated
the futility of rabbis and other bourgeois Jews
currying the will of the big capitalists who will

« Be thé beneficiaries of anti-Semitic fascism.
¢ That, in the midst of all the expressions of
sympathy for the refugees issuing from govern-
ment and big business circles, a shrewd dema-
gogue like Coughlin does not hesitate to take
up the cudgels for Hitler, is a real index to
the exact value of the vaporous ‘cloud of croc-
odile tears. The very circles which now cluck
their sympathy, Coughlin knows, will not hesit-
ate to employ the fascist gangs which Coughlin

. is inspiring, and the fanatical priest, avid to re-
coup his, fading notoriety, seized the oppor-

“tunity to come forward as the chief spokesman

for American fascism.

The structure of the Catholic Church makes it
certain that Father Coughlin could not speak
so brazenly without considerable support in the
‘Catholic hierarchy. His speeches are submitted
for approval to his bishop, who, in turn, is
responsible to Archbishop Mooney.

The Pot Boils Over

The brew mixed at Munich two months ago

is ‘already boiling over.

The great game of the diplomatic double-

slovakia. Now
Trotsky for a

result of any

understanding,

around it.

Thus the Rome-Berlin combination continues
its advances by alternating on the soft and loud
chords and discords. Italy sang the sweet song
of “peace” while Hitler advanced into Czecho-

Hitler takes over the pipes of

Pan while Mussolini beats his chest for territory
of his own. Holding their ears in the midst of
all this screeching cacophony, England and
France try to parry as many blows as they can
and hope for the best.

These complications reflect only in part the

deliberate policy. They reflect

more truly the conflicting cross-purposes of a
group of imperialist powers, each trying pri-
marily to protect or extend its interests at the
expense of the others.

In this situation all talk of “appeasement”
and “peace” is just so much poppylbck. It is
no longer a question of war or peace, but of the
lineups for war and the most propitious moment
for launching it.
African Defense Minister, returned from a tour
of European capitals and predicted war in the
spring. He reflected the increasing feeling of
every man for himself in the tangled corridors
of European imperialist diplomacy.

Oswald Pirow, the South

Like almost everything else that happens in
Europe these days, however, the Franco-German

no matter how tenuous, tem-

porary, or insecure, is nevertheless a new dip-
lomatic blow at the Soviet Union and a new nail
driven into the barrier of isolation placed

Moscow could derive little comfort from the
fact that Poland, rebuffed in its attempt to secure

a common frontier with Hungaty and a little

fearful of the overwhelming shadow of Hitler,
made a diplomatic move that was supposed to
mean Polish-Soviet “friendship” but we know
what this friendship has been worth before
and what it will be worth tomorrow. At best
Poland is a weak reed as Joe Stalin’s only

“friend” in Europe!

And finally—it is worth noting that the
Franco-German “peace” declaration was an-
nounced at the height of the anti-Semitic pog-

roms in Germany. Humanitarianism has no

place in the politics of imperialist war.

 Lettees to the Editor

.To The Editor: :
The Socialist Appeal did a mag-
~ nificent job during the recent
war crisis, but there is one bone
which . I must pick with it. Its
October 10 issue stated editorially,
Apropos of the Lovestoneites:
“During the crigis, their paper too
failed to appear. And when it did
, —a faltering voice, a party afraid
' I have
‘looked up the files of the Workers
Age and find that it appeared
regularly every week throughout
September and October. Nor did
its voice seem so faltering to me,
even compared to the Appeal.
Both papers gave the war crisis
.. front page prominence on October
1, for example. It is worth com-
paring their major formulations.
' The Workers Age said:
- “The war which threatens us
today will . . . not be a war of
liberation on the part of the
‘democratic’ imperialist states.”
“Czechoslovakian national
- capitalism has oppressed work- .
ers in Czechoslovakia, whatever
- their nationality. . . How can it
be trusted to fight for liberty?”
“Only a revolutionary workers
_ government will be capable of
waging, if necessary, a really
anti-fascist war for the libera-
- tion of the peoples.”
. The Socialist Appeal said:
“Not democracy but the rival-
. 'ries over spoils and tribute is at
stake' between. Hitler and the
‘democratic nations.’
“The interest of the Czech
. .government is to uphold the
property and the profits of the
Czech capitalists and bankers,
to enable them to continue their
twenty-year exploitation of all
the peoples of Czechoslovakia.”
“But their is only one way to
- fight Hitler and Hitlerism: by
- breaking away altogether from
s.your own - bourgeoisie . , . by
launching your own firm and
. independent struggle under your
-own leaders.”
- Both pepers also called for the
- defense of the Soviet Union. It is
-true that the -Age's formulations
- were academic and dry as com-
. pared to the ardent and moving

. tones of the Appeal, and it is true
© . .that the Appeal exploited the

crisis more boldly and effectively.
But the basic programs of both
papers seem to me too similar for
the Appeal to be justified in con-
temptuously dismissing the Love-
stoneites as “another small group
which makes big claims for its
anti-war position.” And, of course,
there is no excuse for stating that
the Age failed to appear when it
actually did appear. I dwell at
such length on this point because
it seems to me a good example of
a tendency on the part of Marxist
groups to blackguard each other
with more enthusiasm than sense
of responsibility. Let us have
polemics, by all means, but let us
also have fair play.

DWIGHT MACDONALD

Our Reply

(On the factual point raised in
comrade Macdonald’s communica-
tion, we cannot but agree. The
Lovestone paper did not fail to
appear, and the statement in our
editorial of October 10 was there-
fore erroneous, based on a report
we received but failed to check
up. Hence, a public rectification is
called for and we duly record it.

(On the political point, we find
no reason for amending our judg-
ment of the Lovestoneite anti-war
position. Far from being “too
similar”—as they seem to be to
comrade Macdonald — we believe
that the “basic programs of both
papers,” the Appeal and the
Workers Age, are irreconcilable.
The struggle against imperialist
war is possible only on the basis
of arevolutionary struggle against
capitalism and for the class inde-
pendence of the proletariat, It is
therefore only a combination of
export-radicalism, phrasemonger-
ing and duplicity when Lovestone
speaks’ of a “revolutionary work-
ers governmen t’—for far-off
Czechoslovakia!—and at the same
time follows a People’s Front or
“Democratic” Front course in the
United States, with all that it im-
pies in the realities of the anti-
war struggle. '

(It is precisely the revolution-
ary Marxist who refuses to sepa-
rate the “struggle against war”

and the “struggle against capital-
ism” into two different compart-
ments, for all experience shows
that the separation leads inexor-
ably to social-patriotism. Love-
stone’s support of the LaGuardia
People’s Front in the last New
York Mayoralty election; of the
Lehman - Wagner - Rose - Browd-
er Front in the last New York
state election; and of the outright
Roosevelt - Democratic candidates
in Michigan, California and Mas-
sachusetts—show, as we have re-
peatedly emphasized, how Love-
stone’s policy in practice voids all
claims to a revolutionary position
on the war question.

(Remaining doubts may be re-
moved by an examination of the
program of the Lovestone-Thom-
as-Libby-Lapp-Fish edition of the
People’'s Front and League for
Peace, namely, the “Keep Amer-
ica Out of War Committee.”

(To us it is self-evident that no
one can pursue a policy of class
collaboration and petty bourgeois
pacifism and yet lay claim to a
proletarian  anti-war position,
much less to one “similar” to ours.
Whoever tries to do both these
things is perpetrating a fraud,
which deserves no less vigorous
exposure and condemnation than
the fraud of the Stalinists, who
also know how to use a revolu-
tionary phrase or two on holiday
occasions. If criticism is due the
Socialist Appeal it would be in
place to apply it to its failure to
deal more systematically and ade-
quately with the shoddy oppor-
tunistic realities behind Love-
stone’s pretentious lip-service’ to
principles he has long ago aban-
doned.—The Editor.)

2 PICKETS JAILED

(Continued from page 1)
provide a lawyer and the Amer-
ican Fund for Political Prisoners
and Refugees is participating in
the defense.

That the local capitalists are
not pleased with this expression
of independent working class sen-
timent was indicated by the edi-
torial reaction of the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle when it declared:

“The time has come to stop
treating such incidents as
pranks, A few stiff jaill sen-
tences will make the police job
easier.”

The Smoke Screen

Dictators

“‘Democrats”’

By DONALD BERGNER

Secretary of State Cordell Hull
and his cohorts arrive at Lima
this week sfor the Pan-American
Conference waving the flag of
“united democracy.” So do the
delegations from the Brazilian
dictator-land of Getulio Vargas,
the Peruvian barracks of Oscar
Benavides, the Nicaraguan dic-
tatorship of Anastasio Somoza,
and the delegates of the dozen
other reactionary dictatorships in
Latin America.

Never has it been so amply
proved as now that ‘“democracy”
is nothing but an empty phrase
in the loose mouths of cheap
politicians.

Franco’s Aides

Hull, John L. Lewis’ daughter
Kathryn, the AF. of L.s Dan
Tracey, the G.O.P.s Alf Landon,
will make the conference walls
ring with their stirring denuncia-
tions of the anti-democratic total-
itarian states in Europe and Asia.

They will not refer, however, to
the fact that every country in
Latin America except Mexico and
Costa Rica has been actively or
passively engaged in helping
Franco win in Spain! But woe to
him who should dare denounce
the dictators on this side of the
ocean! They shall quickly be
taught that the holy water of
Wall Street’s billions makes
‘democratic” heroes of the most
ferocious dictators!

Just how democratic are these
“democracies”? What kind of
countries are they? Who runs
them? Why is the U.S. govern-
ment so interested in them?

To most people in this country
the various Latin American coun-
tries make up a composite pic-
ture of gauchos, guitars, funny-
looking hats, many-colored shawls
and hot tamales. But behind the
romance and color and spice
stands a population almost as
large as that of thegU.8., a popu-
lation whose great majority lives
under conditions as bad as or
worse than those of the most op-
pressed section of this country,
the sharecroppers.

Take Chile for example. The
average wage of the Chilean roto
or peon is between five and ten
cents per day plus a little bread
and beans. Are the factory work-
ers much better off? Figures are
scarce in the gangster-like do-
mains of these Latin Fuehrers,
and the few figures that are avail-
able show why. In Brazil, for in-
stance, the average factory wage
is less than $3 a week.

As for civil liberties,—perish
the thought! Outside of Mexico
and tiny Costa Rica and to a
limited degree in two or three
other countries, Latin America is
one mass of bloody dictatorships.
From Guatemala to Tierra del
Fuego, from Rio de Janeiro to
Lima, 85,000,000 human beings
walk under the daily shadow of
the lash, the bayonet, and the
bullet.

Even Carleton Beals—now an
ardent supporter of the U.S. gov-
ernment that stands sponsor for
the terroristic dictatorships of

Workers and other sympathiz-
ers are being urged to appear in
court and by their presence make
it more difficult to penalize work-
ers for attempting to exercise
their elementary rights of free
speech,

Latin America—is forced to say
in his recent book that the Good
Neighbor policy is “a policy of
friendship for Latin American
dictatorships but not for the
Latin American peoples.”

And Why Not?

And why shouldn’t the U.S. gov-
ernment be friendly to the dic-
tators? These dictators, in return
for the favors meted out to them
and their native capitalist-land-
owner masters, very assiduously
defend the six and a half billion
dollars of U.S. capital invested or
loaned to Latin America. No won-
der Wall Street is disturbed by
Nazi propaganda!

And no wonder that the Wall
Street organ, the N. Y. Times,
breéaks out into a rash when Latin
American delegates hint at a pos-
sible demand for “assurances” of
U.S. non-intervention in case their
countries take over some of the
industries now directly controlled
by Wall Street. That in many
cases this demand is really only
the demand of an agent for more
commission does not lessen the
annoyance and fear of further de-
velopments in the hearts of
Roosevelt and his Wall Street col-
leagues,

Same In 1933

The U.S. delegation is undoubt-

Welcome

at Lima

edly trying to keep the proposal
out altogether, or, if that is im-
possible, to soften it and make a
dead letter out of it. The same
thing happened at the last Pan-
American Conference in Montevi-
deo in 1933. The Cuban delegation
sent by anti-imperialist Ramon
Grau San Martin (his government
didn't last long,—Roosevelt saw
to that) proposed a similar resolu-
tion against armed intervention.
Hull and Saavedra Lamas of Ar-
gentina and Cohen of Chile tried
to keep it off the floor. When that
failed, they supported it, with
their tongues ’way out in their
cheeks of course, and then stuck
it away in a dusty cubby-hole.

The United States government
means at all costs to preserve and
expand its control, economic and
military, of the Western Hemi-
sphere. Six and a half billion dol-~
lars, oil, silver, gold, copper, and
especially the nitrates of (Chile,
prime necessity for war muni-
tions; these are the things that
Roosevelt, Hull and Co. defend on
behalf of Wall Street.

(This is the second of a series
on the countries south of the Rie

Grande. The first, on Peru, ap-

peared last week. Comrade Berg-
ner will contribute next week an
analysis of Chile.)

(Continued from page 1)
considerable. U.S/ capitalism has
to overcome the disadvantage of
lack of centralization and the ex-
istence of a working class that is
still free to struggle for higher
wages and better conditions.
Should its wealth and superior
industrial machine fail to bring
victory to American imperialism
in its economic war with the pov-
erty-stricken totalitarian regimes,
then more forceful measures will
be taken both in the form of an
attempt to reduce the living
standards of the American work-
ers and of keeping its rivals out
of Latin-America.

Knowing that they are being
courted on all sides, the Latin-
American capitalists are holding
out for a high price. They de-
mand not only good and cheap
commodities but also entertain-
ment and flattery. The capitalists
of this country have decided to be
very careful in their salesmanship
methods and fortunately for them
the pastor-like Secretary of State,
Cordell Hull, suits their purposes
in all respects. The most sancti-
monious platitudes are ready to
roll off his tongue at every op-
portunity.

Yankee Imperialism Plays
For Big Stakes at Lima

If he doesn’t fool the politicians
he at least convinces a great num-
ber of people both in this country
and in the Latin-American coun-
tries that the United States is in-
terested in nothing else than to
build up friendly and neighborly
relations between all countries of
the western hemisphere for their
mutual benefit and for protection
against dictatorships.

Path Is Not Smooth

The path is not altogether
smooth. The stern attitude of the
Roosevelt government in attempt-
ing to protect the oif properties of
the American capitalists in Mex-
ico will require explanation and
Secretary Hull will not find the
task an easy one. The claim that
the United States is interested in
guarding the democracies of the
western hemisphere will sound a
little hollow in view of the dic-
tatorial character of the vast ma-
jority of the Latin-American coun-
tries, But all these are regarded

as minor problems. In the great |

task of entrenching American im-
perialism in the Latin-American
nations, black can be easily made
to appear white, especially by
such a religiously devout gentle-
man as the Secretary of State.

Y.P.S.. Convention Hails Twice We‘ekllyl

the socialist revolution.

the daily!” 5

“The Tenth National Convention of the Y.P.S.L. hails with
enthusiasm the decision of the party to publish the Socialist
Appeal twice a week. The Socialist Appeal is for the Y.P.S.L. as
indispensable for the winning of American youth to militant
socialist action, as it is generally indispensable in the mobilizing
of the American masses around the transitional demands and for

“The convention pledges the full and sacrificing efforts of
every Y.P.S.L. member to establish the semi-weekly Socialist
Appeal, and for the multiplication of its distribution. It awaits
the next step: a daily Socialist Appeal.

“Build the press of Socialism!

“Forward to the semi-weekly Socialist AppPeal on the road to

.

—FLASH! FLASH! ,
Literary Tea’s Agog Ove
' New Blessed Event

That bright lad Salter Sinchell
of Fourteenth Street, who has
been snooping lately around the
back alleys of New York's polit-
ical cafeteria society, came back
to the office last week with as
weird a report as any we've seen
for many a moon. At first we
thought he was pulling our col-
lective leg; but when he backed
his news with the sacred oath of
the Snoopers’ and Gossips’ Guild,

| we knew we had to believe him.

On the top of the memorandum
he handed in to the re-write man,
we read: “FLASH!!! . What
two  well-known  anti-Stalinist
writers, who have always been in
opposite camps, are now all
hearts-and-flowers? And how long
will we have to wait for the
happy ideological blend to blessed
event? . . .”

HOOKING THE LYONS

“Come across, now,” we said.
“No anonymous libel. Name the
names, or we'll turn you over to
a lawyer.”

“Why, Eugene Lyons and Sid-
ney Hook, of course,” Sinchell re-
plied.

“That can’'t be,” we argued at
once. “Eugene Lyons is a social-
patriot, a leading publicist for the
Social- Democratic Federation,
which supports the war and Roo-
sevelt and collective security and
the Popular Front. Sidney Hook
takes a revolutionary socialist po-
sition, and is against the war and
Roosevelt and collective security
and the Popular Front . . . But
wait a minute. Naturally, this
must be'some specific united front
for some definite action or other?”

“That’s what you think,” Sin-
chell answered, with just the sug-
gestion of a sneer. :

We disregarded the sneer, “All
right, then, what is this blessed
event you mentioned?”

IT'S A NEW LEAGUE

“Why, haven’t you heard yet?
The name is already picked—the
‘League against Totalitarianism’—
the draft of a call is ready (a
polished product of the combined
Hook and Lyons style), prelimin-
ary gatherings have been held,
and members are being ap-
proached.”

“Well, well,” we meditated.
“The ‘League against Totalitari-
anism’, We've been doing a little
work against totalitarianism our-
selves. Curious that we weren’t
consulted or invited.”

This time the sneer was more
than a suggestion. “You invited!
Why, you're sprung from Lenin-
ism, and don’t you know that
Leninism is the source of total-
itarianism—both of the Stalinist
variety, as the New Leader will
tell you any week you look at it,
and of the fascist variety, as Max
Eastman told you last week in
Liberty? Why should you have
been invited? The only political
tendency that belonged was nat-
urally that stalwart and consist-
ent defender of freedom, the So-
cial-Democratic Federation. Later
on, if you are polite, maybe a few
of you will be taken in on suffer-
ance, after everything is all ar-
ranged.”

“Hmmm,” we replied. “Who is
going to belong to this League?”
EVERYBODY’S DOING IT
“Why, it's against totalitarian-
ism in the realms of the arts, sci-
ence, philosophy and literature,
whether it comes from Germany,
or Italy, or Russia, or Japan, or
even from the democratic coun-
tries. So everybody against it in
all those places is eligible: you
know, all these writers who are
disgusted with Stalinism and are

feeling ‘unhappy . . .”

“Oh, you mean those writers
who are appearing in the New
Leader?”

“Well, I wouldn’t have put it in
quite that way. But yes, those

a

. and of course, lots mor
Thomas Mann and Hendrick Wil
hem Van Loon and all the ot
leaders in the fight against total-
itarianism . . .” e

“It’s a league against totalita
anism, you say. You forgot to
mention what it is for.”

“Oh, according to the draft ca
it has a splendid - positive {
gram, It is for . . . it’
freedom and decency and hon
and human dignity and . .

A SLIGHT DETAIL

“It certainly ought to have a
big membership, then. Just abc
everyone should be able to qual
ify., And just how is it going to
fight for freedom and decency?
This is a point that has always
interested us.” L

“Well,” Sinchell answered more
slowly. “The call wasn’t so de-
tailed about that.” He bright-
ened: “After all, you can’t expect
a blueprint. It is going to pr
test whenever freedom is viola-
ted: have meetings and press. re-
leases and all that sort of thing.”

“And the call of course pqinté ﬁ
out the source of totalitarianism

in capitalist-imperialism, and how =

you have to fight for socialism
against imperialism and its war
and especially against our own
imperialist government if you
want to stop totalitarianism . ..?”
Sinchell was horrified. “Always
the sectarian,” he snorted. “You -
just want to cut off all force
to begin with, If you began to sa;
things like that, how would you
get Louis Adamic and the New
Leader and Van Loon and John -
Chamberlain and Charles Yale
Harrison and Common Sense and
for that matter Kugene Lyons to
join? And if they didn’t join, then
where would your broad front for
freedom be?” il

A BIT OF A DILEMMA

“Oh,” » we commented. “And .
what will the League do when |
union workers follow the Youngs-
town example, and break up fa
cist meetings, drive faseists ou
of town, perhaps even bust up the
magazine and speeches of fascist
writers and artists?”

“Naturally the League will pro-
test such a violation of freed
Isn’t a dictatorship of the
just as destructive of freedom &g
a dictatorship of the righ
Don't you know you can’t s
violence with violence becaus
violence only breeds viclen
Don’t you realize - that if  y
limit the freedom of fascists
then that is only the first step
in the necessary chain “which ™=
leads to limiting the freedom of -
your working-class opponents and
then of the party factions and.
then ends up in the personal dic-
tatorship of your Stalin? The
trouble with you Bolsheviks is, as
always, your complete lack  of
morality.” )

NEW PEOPLE IN A.- FRONT

“As. we remember,” we re-
marked in a half-aside, “many of
these names you mention in con-
nection with this proposed
League are those of persons
used to write and speak against
Popular Frontism and -against
the idea -that fascism can be
stopped by reforming capital-
ism?” -

“Let’'s not bring that up. The
old Popular Front was a Stalinist
Popular Front. These people ar
all firm anti-Stalinists. Surely you '
can see the difference.” s

We were sinking into a brown
study. “What did you say :the-
name of this League was?” we
asked again. “Did you say ‘League
against communism and fascism?’
As you describe it, we seem. to
have heard of the scheme bhefo:

. . But no doubt our memories
deceive us . . .” o

France at the Crossroad
What Price People’s Front Todqy?

Leon Blum shadow-boxes with history with his "'Shadow
Parliament.” Daladier applies drastic penalties to the
French workers. The Communist Party hails the defeat
of the general strike as a victory. Which way for the -
French working class? People's Frontism has collapsed.
Reaction is in the saddle. French Workers must choose

THEIR CHOICE AFFECTS THE WORLD WORKING CLAS
WHICH ROAD WILL THEY TAKE?

Hear the answer by: e
James P. Cannon and C. L. R. Jame:

Noted Socialist Orators

at IRVING PLAZA, Irving Place and 15th Street .

Friday, December 9, a 8 P.M.

Auspices: Socialist Wokers Party—4th Internation
" 116 University Place, New York City




