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Hitler Seeks
To Mend Axis
ByRome Visit

Britain Anticipates His
Move By Concluding
French Alliance

Surrounded by all the
pomp of modern Caesars
and by thousands of guards
watching hawk-eyed for as-
sassins, Fuehrer Hitler and
Duce Mussolini met again
in Rome this week to make
a new series of moves across
the checkerboard of Eur-
opean imperialist politics.

Despite all the fulsome froth
about the solidity of the Rome-
Berlin axis, the two Fascist die-
tators were meeting more for
purposes of sparring than for
for hugging each other in an af-
fectionate clinch.

Mussolini has secured in the
Anglo-Italian. pact a counter-
foil to the pressure of Hitler on
Italy’s spheres of influence in
Central Europe. This together
with the new Anglo-French mi-
litary alliance, was certain to
play an important role in the
deliberations of the Fascist war-
lords.

The Anglo-French military
alliance was concluded last week
when Premier Daladier and Fore-
ign Minister Bonnet went to
London to meet Prime Minister
Chamberlain and Lord Halifax.

The agreements concerning na-
val, military and aerial co-opera-
tion surpass by far the extent
of military co-ordination reached
between France and England
during the last World War. A
French officer will, in the event
of war, head the combined troops
of the two countries, a British
admiral, the united fleet, and

ltlsb ofﬁce;, the j

& .
To Pool Resources.. -

At the same time, both coun-
tries will pool their purchases
of war materials. In France,
great stores of food, oil ‘and
munitions are to be established,
purchased with British credits.
France intends to buy mainly
from Czechoslovakia, Rumania,
Jugoslavia, Hungary, etc., in an
attempt to stop 'German pene-
tration into Central and South-
eastern Europe.

Daladier and Bonnet went to
London with full powers grant-
ed by unanimous vote of the
People’s Front which they had
just deserted. They answered
this vote by definitely abandon-
ing the foreign policy of the
People’s Front. No more talk
about collective security, indivi-
sible peace, defense of democracy
against fascism, ete. Without the
slightést resistance, the French
missionaries submitted to John
Bull’s conditions.

They not only
plan to recognize Mussolini’s
rape of KEthiopia; they even
agreed to legalize it with the
seals of the League of Nations.

accepted the

Hasten. Franco’s Victory

'While the Italian legions as-
sail Catalonia and Madrid, the
representatives of the People’s
Front, being at the same time the
tandatories of the French
bourgeoisie, assumed the obliga-
tion to complete Franco’s sea
blockade with an effective land
blockade along the French-Spa-
nish border. The London corres-
pondent of the New York Times
correctly interprets this shame-
less delivery of Loyalist Spain
to Franco and Mussolini: “Now
the British and French have
have agreed (Mussolini) should
complete his victory in Spain.”

Faced with the military col-
lapse of the Loyalists, Britain
is forcing France to facilitate
her attempt to divide the Spanish
booty with Mussolini at the ex-
pense of Germany.

England has taken the lead in
the negotiations with Italy. With-
out doubt she will, in the near
future, also dictate to France
the conditions. for an “under-
standing” with Germany. The
question of Russia will be de-
cisive in the barter.

Czechoslovakia Deserted

All the French efforts to in-
duce Chamberlain to accept obli-
gations in regard to Czechoslo-
vakia were in vain. The agreed-
upon diplomatic' representations
to Berlin will only be bombs in a
pail of water. Chamberlain’s, flat

t»ﬂ# ught hand..man . Hem-v,

.| be- absorbéd.

Indians Given New
Taste of Democracy

Thirty-two persons were
reported killed and 48 gravely
wounded April 26 when British
police opened fire on a throng
of 10,000 persons attending an
Indian Congress Party rally
in the village of Viduraswa-
tam, in the Kola¥ region, 150
miles east of Bangalore.

The rally had been organiz-
ed to protest the ban issued
by the Mysore state govern-
ment against hoisting of the,
Congress flag.

In subjecting the demon-
strators to a blood-bath, the
“democratic” British imperial-
ist masters of India achieved
a new high point in their
ruthless suppression of the
downtrodden victims of their
rule. Intermittently during
the past two years, the Bri-
tish slavedrivers have been
carrying out aerial bombing
operations against Northwest
frontier tribesmen and spread-
ing death and devastation
through Indian villages.

SEEK TO OUST
SAILORS FROM
MARITIME BODY

Bridges Moves To Expel
S.U.P. From Coast
Federation

SAN FRANCISCO. — Driving
hard for a split in the Maritime
Federation of the Pacific, spokes-
men for Harry Bridges’ C.I.O.
longshoremen’s union demanded
last week that the militant
Sailors’ Union of Pacific be ex-
pelled from the Federation.

Appearing before the meeting
of the executive committee 'of
the federation last week, Bridges’

cept the Stalinist program and
into the National
Maritime Union or face a show-
down fight with the Stalinist-
controlled unions in the federa-
tion.

Attacks on Lundeberg

To back this move, which will
mean bitter internal warfare
within the federation, the Stalin-
ists in control of the Interna-
tional Longshoremen and Ware-
housemen Union are issuing a
bulletin  devoted entirely to
slanderous attacks on the S.U.P.
ind Harry Lundeberg, secretary-
treasurer of the union.

Declaring decisions of the
National Labor Relations Board
to be sacrosanct and reviving
the old ery “you can’t fight the
government,” the Stalinists see
every picket line as a shipowners
plot. The militant determination
of the S.U.P. to force the
Shepard line to live up to their

(Continued on puge 2)
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LaFollette Third Party
Movement Would Check)
Workers’ Independence

National Progressive Party, Launched By Scion
Of Wisconsin Dynasty, Seeks To Head Off
Labor’s Own Political Action

To a crowd of 5,000 gathered in the Wisconsin state capital last
week Governor Philip LaFollette announced the launching of a new
third party, the National Progressives of America.

Apart from the LaFollettes, a

and a number of comparatively obscure individuals who came from

other states to attend the meetin

do not include a single figure prominent in recent middle clas{
Especially significant was the fact that no well-
known labor leaders or organizations were invited to attend the
formal launching of the new party, or if they were, ‘they must
have turned down the invitation, for none of them was presert.

reform movements.

The absence of labor in the(
new LaFollette movement is sup-
plemented and emphasized by the
fact that the first move made
by the Wisconsin Governor to
expand his orgamization was to-
wards the farmers of the agra-
rian west—Iowa and Minnesota.

Even there, however, as in
virtually every part of the
country the reception accorded

the new party has been anything
but cordial and enthusiastic.

Cool Reception

New York’s Mayor LaGuardia,
who has been engaged in some
political exploration on his own
hook, both in the East and the
Middle and South West, failed
to endorse the LaFollette Party
and expressed himself on it in
the most reserved manner. The
leaders of the American Labor
Party in New York, like the
leaders of the Minnesota Farmer-
Labor Party, who are wedded to
the Roosevelt New Deal, have
made very critical statements
against the Wisconsin enterprise
on the ground that it is “split-
ting the progressive forces”
which should, in their opinion,
stand firmly behind the Presi-
dent.

The Communist Party, which
is among the loudest drum-beat-

ok Rosevels et tire-when S
| the bar;]gguptcy of his éourse he-

comes’ inereasingly plain, has.
taken a similarly hostile attitude
towards the LaFollette organi-
zation, that is, it is criticizing
‘rom .the standpoint’ of conservat-
1sm, of “the right, of maintain-
ing the old political line-up.

'Windy Words ,'

Although the collapse of the
New Deal and the growing reac-
tionism of the Democratic Party
compelled LaFollette to assail
the old parties in his keynote
speech, and to point out their
inability to produce a progres-
sive solution of the raging crisis
or even to prevent it from deep-
ening, the “Platform” put out
by the National Progressives is
one of the most futile and windy-
worded political documents of
our time.

The platform does not advance
a single concrete step that the
new party proposes to take in
order to change the present un-

bearable situation in the United

Palestine Communist Party
Members Denounce Frame-up

A vehement denunciation of
the Stalinist frame-up system and
an appeal to all true revolution-
ists ‘to unite against the “hang-
men of the October Revolution”
and “for the revolutionary
struggle of the international
working class,” is contained in
the leaflet, just received here,
issued by members of the Com-
munist Party of Palestine who
resigned from its ranks.

This leaflet seems to have
formed at least part of the basis
for the report telegraphed from
Palestine several weeks ago to
the effect that the Communist
Party of that country had with-
drawn from the Moscow Inter-
national and affiliated to the
Fourth International. This re-
port has not yet been confirmed,
but it is clear that the “mono-
lithic unity” of the Stalinist
ranks in Palestine has been un-
able to withstand the shock of
the third big Moscow trial.

Stalin Befouls Movement

“Were bourgeois reaction to
yrocure an agent provocateur and
pilace him at the head of the
labor movement with the object
of besmirching it, paralyzing it
and destroying it from the in-
side,” reads the stirring leaflet,
“it could not succeed any better
than Stalin with his trials and
his extermination of the party.”

Pointing to the disastrous con-

(Continued on page 3)

sequences of the trials, the

authors of the leaflet continue:
“We too are to a degree res-
ponsible for the results. And
precisely because of our deep
feeling of responsibility, we can-
not and must not keep silent.
We must no longer be misled by
the fear that the bougeoisie will
utilize such exposures. On the
contrary, it is our silence that it-
utilizes in order to identify all
communists, and communism it-
self, with the falsehoods of the
trials which are already so clear
and so pronounced. Stalin’s
slander of the Soviet Union as
a land which is permeated with
ever-mounting fantastic crimes,
serves only the bourgeoisie.
With all our power we hurl back
this Stalin-Vyshinsky slander..

“Back to Leninism”

“It must be clear that the con-
tinuation of the fascist methods
and provocations within the
labor movement of the world,
discourages and disarms the
working class in its struggle
against fascism. The continuation
of such methods will assure the
victory of fascism, and then the
Soviet Union itself will collapse.”

Although the statement does
not speak of the need of re-
grouping the revolutionary van-
guard in a Fourth International,
it calls for a movement “back to

Leninism” jand for a fight
“against Stalin’s policy! of de-
feats.”

-a dozen people'in .the crowd had’

few of their immediate followers

g, the sponsors of the mew party |

States, except for a vague re-
ference to “security, not a se-
curity founded on producing less
for more, or working less for
more.” If this phrase means any-
thing, it seems to express the
desire of the middle class farm-
ers to break down the “plowing
under” program of Roosevelt
while reducing the prices of in-
dustrial commodities at the ex-
! (Continued on page 3)

BOSS HAGUE'S
POLICE KIDNAP
NORMAN THOMAS

Workers’ Own Action Isv
Needed To Combat
Jersey Fuehrer

The Jersey City police com-
mitted a typical act of violence
during the May Days by brutally
assaulting, kidnapping, and de-
.porting Norman Thomas when
he attempted to speak in Journal

re.on. Saturday. night, - April.
31()migam%£ ‘Boss" %ague”s Pperso-
nal dictatoyskip., -

The laader of the So&ialist
Party declared that at least hal¥

been struck on the’ base of the
neck from the rear by police night
sticks, a blow which paralyzes
without leaving a mark. Among
them was Louis Freader, Hobo-
ken Secretary of the Workers
Defense League. The secretary
of the League, Morris Milgram,
said that at least fifteen persons
had been expelled from the city
with Thomas, including residents
of Jersey City.

|Government

.|nate, and all worked together in

TaxProgram

Hits Labor

Roosevelt Measure Gives
‘Relief Only To The
i Exploiters

{' By DAVID COWLES

%

1t)n the same day in which the
R@sevelt tax bill was licked into
ﬁn@l shape, sixteen of the out-
sténding representatives of mono-
pegy capitalism promised him
thgir cooperation in his “reco-
veisy” program. The reason for
thes close connection becomes ob-
v}zﬁ.\s if we examine the tax bill.
e $5,300,000,000 tax program,
which emerged from the confer-
en¢e between leading House and
Senate politicians last week, in-
dicates a complete dropping of
such direct taxes on big business
as' the undistributed profits tax,
capital gains tax, the tax on go-
veérnment bonds. It also disre-
garded any tax on the incomes
of the government bureaucracy.
It shunted aside any proposal
that would substantlally tax the
rich or their minions in the state
apparatus. The meaning of the
bill was summed up by the De-
moeratic Senator Harrison: “The
tax bill gives real relief to busi-
n“s'u

%)n giving relief to the capital-
lstﬁs, Democrats joined Repub-
licans, the House joined the Se-

Relieve ' Capitalists

perfect harmony. Along with the
Deinocrat Harrison, the Repub-
lican ' Senators Vandenberg and
Capper thought the tax bill “a
long step toward a restoration
of tax sanity.” In the conference
between House ‘and Senate, the
N.f Y. Times reported that “on
g tters. of direct concern to

,v'»,,‘- W % .was a dif-
ce .of opinion etween ‘the
House and Senate, the conferees
inclined to the alternative that
favored - business.”

At all tlmes the tax bill is a
political docimiént of first im-
portance. This is especially true
today, when the critical condition
of American capitalism finds its
sharpest reflection in the budget

policies of the Roosevelt govern-
ment.

The budget contains two sides,
expenditures and revenue. As
was shown in a recent article in
the Appeal, the expenditures are
to go almost entirely to aid big

Vicious Assaults

One of them was Ashley Gar-
rick, Jersey City lawyer, whose
arms, according - to eye-wit-
nesses, were held by two cops
while a detective punched his
face so brutally that he had to
be treated by a physician.

So frenzied was the melee
around the seizure of Norman
Thomas that the uniformed men
failed to recognize the plain-
clothes cops of their own force.
As a result one uniformed pa-
trolman struck a detective.

The Jersey City police chiefs
declared that Thomas had been
put out of the city “for his own
personal safety.” Safety, pre-
sumably, against even more se-
rious manhandling by Hague’s
guardians of law and order!
Thomas himself branded the
whole police report as fiction,
“doubtless as false as the evi-
dence against Jeff Burkitt,” who
is serving a six-month sentence
for trying to make a speech on
the same spot.

Thomas has demanded that the
LaFollette Civil Rights Senatorial
Committee investigate Hague’s
dictatorship, and has asked
various Federal authorities to
intervene. But Hague has been
sufficiently exposed in the eyes
of the people by his own actions
in the past period. What is need-
ed is not further investigation
but further action against this
petty satrap and staunch pillar
of the Democratic Party.

Workers’ Initiative Needed

The organized workers of New
Jersey should take the initiative
in launching a movement of self-
defense against the unabated and
ever more vicious attacks of
Hague’s gangsters - in - uniform.
They can secure the sympathy
and support of every militant
force in the labor ranks, who are
already aroused to the menace
represented by Hague and his
regime. The independent action
of the militant and organized
workers is the best way to restore
their democratic rights to the

business. The revenue side is
shown in the tax bill. It shows
who is to pay for the spending.
The expenditure side of the
budget distributes government
monies between classes in the
state, favoring some and discri-
minating against others. To that
extent, the budget is a reflection
of the use of the state by a class
or groups in a class. Who is to
pay the bills ?—this question is
determined by the class control
of the state, with its power to
re-distribute wealth and income,
to take away from some and
give to others. In acting thus,
the class which controls the state
further accentuates and aggra-
vates class divisions.

Role of the State

The present tax bill resulted
because big business controls the
state. The bill “gives real relief
to business.” To see why and how
it does so and at whose expense,
is to see at one and the same
time the decline of American ca-
pitalism and the use of the state
machine by big business to pass
on the burden of its decline to
the workers.

At all times the capitalists pay
their taxes, when they do pay
them, reluctantly and with much
chiselling. But now, when ac-
cording to the Federal Reserve
Board production is at the level
it was in 1933, when the stock
market is falling and profits are
lower, the capitalists are espe-
cially opposed to paying taxes.
They want to keep profits up
and they can do so in two ways:
first, by cutting costs of produc-
tion; second, by reducing their
tax bills.

They cdn cut down costs of
production in three ways. One
way is to fire workers, thereby
reducing the number of wage-
earners and the amount of wages
paid. out. Within the last .seven
months of unprecedentedly
sharp depression at least 5,000,-
000 workers have been thrown
out of work. While this cut the
costs of production and kept up

profits for the capitalists, it also

e

Faces Fight

HOMER MARTIN

AFL USES DUAL
UNION TACTICS

o e e e e

T0 FIGHT CI0

Charters Reactionary
Miners’ Union
In Illinois

‘'The A. F. of L. executive
council pulled a series of strate-
gical moves last week at its
quarterly meeting that will place
it in a stronger bargaining posi-
tion in any unity negotiations
with the C.I.O.

Charters of six C.I.O unions
were revoked by the council,
leaving only David Dubmskys
International Ladies Garment
Workers Union with its A.F. of L.
charter untouched. This attempt
to conciliate Dubinsky hikd an
immediate affect.

Dubinsky announced his rejec-
tion of the post of chairman of
the important C.I.0. housing
committee to which he had been
elected at the recent C.I.0. con-
ference.

Dual Union Moves

The A.F. of L. council also
announced that it had granted
a charter to the reactionary Pro-
gressive Miners union of Illinois
and that it has planned a dual
union drive in the mine fields
against the United Mine Work-
ers of America.

William Green’s threats in
this direction are a “pressure”
move against John L. Lewis and
(Continued on page 3)

Stalinists Start Drive
To Capture Or Smash
United Auto Workers

® -
Frankensteen, Browder’s Candidate To Replace
Homer Martin, Issues Open Challenge;
Board Meets This Week

WOULD CRUSH UNION DEMOCRACY

power.

auto workers.

One month ago,
inzpired Unity Group launched its
struggle for power in opposition
to “the alarming trend....to-
wards bureaueracy.” We pointed
out then the “new program of

and through with hypocrisy, de-
ceit and lies.” Now Frankensteen
has confirmed our analysis to the
hilt.

Would Crush Groups

The first and only real point
in his prénouncement is the abo-

tional groups within the U.A.W.
But let us give the ™floor" to
Brother Frankensteen who, ‘to-
gether with Wieinstone or Gebert,
or whoever drafted this program,
is no slouch in the vocabulary of
bureaucracy and dictatorship:

“l. Agreement to take disci-
plinary action against any party,
group or section of the member-
ship which does not go down the
line with the program.”

No half-measures for the firm
of Weinstone and Frankensteen!
Discipline, suspend, expel, kick
out everyone, entire locals, en-
tire districts, the whole interna-
tional union if they refuse to be
regimented into hollering “ja”
for the would-be dictators and
their so-called program. Bill
Green and his pals must be
green with envy.

2. All caucuses to be abandoned
immediately, specifically the Pro-
gressive and Unity Caucuses will
no longer exist and the program
advocated is to be the program
of the International Union. To
enforce this we abolish and pro-
hibit all factional groups within
the U.AW.”

Frankensteen Switches

Frankensteen is new cast in
a new role. Eight months ago at
the Milwaukee convention of the
U.A.W. it was Frankensteen
who denounced- a motion of
Victor Reuther to abolish all
caucuses. He correctly stated
then that the right to groups
and caucuses was the pre-con-
dition for inner-union democracy.

Now the abolition of democracy

Rank and File Committee
Brings In NMU Agreement

A rank and file committee
elected from the floor of the Na-
tional Maritime Union last week
brought in a tentative agree-
nent for ratification by the mem-
bership. The terms of the new
agreement came as a great sur-
prise to Stalinist forces in the
Union whose appointed commit-
tees had twice before failed to
secure any concessions from the
steamship operators.

This agreement covers all
companies in which the N.M.U.
has won elections under auspices
of the N.L.R.B. Working rules
and wages are in conformity
with agreements prevailing on
the West Coast. While the sea-
men were able to gain recogni-
tion of the N.M.U. as the sole
collective bargaining agent, they
did not get a closed shop agree-

ment. However, members of the

people of Jersey City.

(Continued on page 2)

ployment,” and negotiators for
the union predict that ships’
crews will be able to force all
seamen signing on any ship co-
vered by the agreement to ship
through the Union hall.
Although the agreement for
East Coast shipping. is not on
a par with the Wkst Coast stan-
dard where closed shop condi-
tions prevail, it marks a great
stride forward for the rank-and-
file seamen here. They have prov-
ed that given an opportunity to
function as a group of Union
men without Communist Party
domination, important conces-
sions can be wrested from the
operators. In contrast to the now
infamous “Tanker Agreement”
recently drawn up by the -Stan-
dard Oil Company with “Raspu-
tin” Lawrensen, Stalinist agent
in the N.M.U. as salesman, the

N.M.U have “preference of em-
[

new agreement is a masterpiece.

e e SR

the C.P.-@;

the Unity Group is shot through:

Tlition "and prohibition bf ‘el thes:

DETROIT.—Richard T. Frankensteen, Earl Browder’s
candidate for the presidency of the United Automobile
Workers of America, this week made his open bid for
The internal struggle in the union, reported in
the Socialist Appeal more than a month ago (April 2),
entered a new phase with Frankensteen’s challenge to
the leadership of Homer Martin, president of the union.

Fresh from the ante-chambers of the Communist Party,
Frankensteen rushed into the public prints with a pro-
gram carefully drawn and doctored by Michigan’s Stalin-
ist high priests, William Weinstone and William Gebert.
This program—a letter addressed to International Board
members—will be brought into the session of the Inter-
national Executive board of the union at its meeting on
May 9 in Detroit. This will be the next move of the Stalin-
ist gang to capture or smash the powerful union of the

in the U.A.W. is the solution
of a “crisis beyond that of the
recession.” If the truth were
told, Frankensteen is only now
approaching a semblance of sin-
cerity.

He championed the rights of
groups at the convention, not in
the cause of democracy but in
the cause of Frankensteen. He
coveted the post of first vice-
president and he needed a caucus
to see him through. Now the
forces behind him are strong
enough to dlspense with a caucus,

‘But don’t think a minute that

they. mean. all~cpuendesc™ They
‘mean ‘epen caucuseq—-—and that’
all!

On the day that the right to
groups and caucuses is abolished,
the most powerful caucus in the
union will begin to exercise un-
challenged power within the or-
ganization. That caucus is the
Communist Party. Does anyone
imagine that members of the
Communist Party in the union
will stop meeting and making
decisions because a motion is
passed to eliminate caucuses? In
practical effect, this decision will
hog-tie every militant worker
and progressive unionist in the
U.A.W. Only the Communist
Party and its stooges will have
a free hand.

Seeks Dictatorship

This means the return of the
Francis Dillon regime to the
helm of the auto union. But
where Francis Dillon failed to
saddle his dictatorship on the
auto workers because the pro-
gressives were able to organize
a caucus, Frankensteen wants to
succeed by  prohibiting all
caucuses. The democratic right
»f union members to get together
for a specific object or program
is in the final analysis the only
real guarantee that the rank-
and-file will control its own
union and keep the bureaucrats
in their place. That is why, in
the guise of 'democracy, the pro-
gram of the Unity Group,
espoused by its latest convert, is
the most sinister danger con-
fronting the auto union.

Undoubtedly, the demand for
the abolition of the Unity and
Progressive caucuses will strike
a favorable chord with a large
section of the rank-and-file. The
workers have become disgusted
with the dog-eat-dog fight bet-
ween these groups only on the
“program” of who is to get the
job. The differences between
these groups were never very
great. The danger—now an act-
uality—which we pointed out on
many occasions was that a rank-
and-file weary of this squabble
would lend an ear to the first
demagogue who called for peace.
Even if this peace means the loss
of the most precious of union
rights. Once again we repeat:
only that group organized on a
program of democracy and mili-
tancy can smash the unprineip-
led cliques and demagogues and
open a new page for the union.

Code of Servility

If this part of Frankensteen’s
program is not revolting enough,
then follow through to point 3,
which wants to carry over bag

(Continued on page 2)
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Stalinists Start Drive To Capture Or Smash U. A. W.

CAMPAIGN OPENED
BY FRANKENSTEEN

[E—————Y

(Continued from page 1)
and baggage the most obnoxiogs
ceremony of servility and humi-
liation from Stalin’s totalitarian
regime in the Soviet Union and
in the Communist parties of the
world:

«3 Public pronouncements,
pledging loyalty, and allegiance
to the duly elected officers.”

Should this program carry, not
only will militant union workers
and leaders be forbidden to have
disagreements and criticisms of
the leadership, but they will be
forced to beat their breasts in
public. Instead of a union ﬁg}}t—
ing the tyrants of the motor in-
dustry, the U.A.W. will become
the scene of revolting spectacles
of confessional to the Stalinist
tyrants over the auto uniop. )

«4. Agreement to take discip-
linary action against any mem-
ber or group of members who
are found guilty on trial thro_qgh
regular procedure of spreading
rumors or untrue charges against
any officer or member of the
Executive Board. These things
to be done.on the basis of the
program of the International

Union.”
Muzzle for Union

This power in the hands of
the unprincipled clique that
wants it will stap the muzzle
over the mouth of the union.
Anyone who criticizes or differs
will be charged with making
“untrue charges” or “spreading
rumors,” brought before a court
martial and properly “disciplin-
ed.” The Stalinists don’t want
control over the union. They
want a stranglehold over it.

Summed up, here is the oracle
Frankensteen found by gazing in
the crystal bowl of Stalin and
Browder:

1. Grease the guillotine for
the opposition even if the heads
that roll count up in the thous-
ands; ‘

2. Smash democracy by abolish-
ing all groups ,and caucuses ex-

cept. the Communist Party
caucus;
3. Put the heretics and the

infidels through the paces of
belly4scraping and breast-beat-
ing;

4. Frame-up and Moscow Trial
anyone caught standing on his
own feet and expressing his own
point of view.

Sugar Coated Piil

This is the real program. The
vest of Frankensteen’s letter is
only the sugar-coating to make
the pill go down easier. All the
chatter about organizing compe-
titive plants, fighting wage-cuts,
improving working conditions,
organizing the unemployed,
bringing efficiency into the In-
ternational office and cutting
down on expenses, etc., is just a
hypocritical promise when it
comes from a crowd which de-
mands as a price that the rank-
and-file become a pack of goose-
stepping soldiers.

Goose-stepping is good for
men who are fighting someone
else’s battle, fighting the battles
of their enemies. It is no good
{5r union men. They must have
their own union, run their own
affairs, make their own policies.
A big stﬁlggle with the corpora-
tions lies right ahead of the
union. The strike at Federal
Screw and the series of smaller
strikes which followed it are
straws in the wind. The entire
membership must be mobilized;
850,000 workers will have to do
the fighting. That is why—al-
though there are a million other
reasons — democracy and not
bureaucracy must be the yard-
stick of the internal union re-
gime. Whoever like Frankensteen

U.A.W. LAUNCHES
DRAMATIC SECTION

DETROIT.—With the produc-
tion of *“The Lonely Man,” a
pro-labor play by Howard Koch,
the educational department of
the United Automobile Workers
will launch its mnewly-formed
dramatic group May 19 at De-
troit, it was announced here to-
day by the educational depart-
ment of the union.

Less than a year ago the U.
A.W. set up its educational de-
partment, primarily concerned
with the forming of classes in
trade union subjects. Since then
it has made strides in the use
of the radio in union work, using
a Detroit station, WJBK, for 15
minute daily broadcasts.

From the talent developed on
the radio programs, drawn from
the ranks of the 250,000 auto
workers in the Detroit area, the

dramatics director has - chosen
the cast of the forth-coming
play.

and his new-found allies preaches
bureaucracy, preaches capitula-
tion and defeat in these coming
struggles.

Backing for Murphy

We cannot refrain from re-
ferring to two other points of
this program. One is the pledge
for full and active support for
the re-election of Murphy as
Governor. . With one hand the
workers are to be deprived of
their independent rights within
the union and with the other they
are to be deprived of the right
to independent participation in
politics. A Stalin regime in the
union and a capitalist regime in
the State. These things march
hand in hand!

The other point reeks with
hypocrisy. We shall have occa-
sion to return to it in the not
too distant future. It pledges the
International Union to combat
discrimination  against  union
members because of race, creed,
color, nationality or political af-
filiaticn. Some of the records of
the people advocating this pro-
gram smell to high heaven!

Warning Given

Cn April 2 'we warned the
auto workers: “Look at the in-
ternal regime in the Communist
Party,” we advised, warning
against the S#alinist campaign
in the auto union. "There is no
more democracy in that party
than you can stick in the corner
of your eye. Look at the record
of the Communist Party in the
unions where it has control: the
furriers, painters, food workers,
maritime union. Gangsterism,
unity with racketeers, suppres-
sion of minorities, dictatorial
practices . . . ”

We repeat that warning today
with Frankensteen’s open threat
a dagger aimed right at the
heart of the auto union. No
doubt, as is their practice, the
Communist Party will charge us
with red-baiting. They charge
sanyone who criticises them with
red-baiting. The truth of the
matter is that we are not bait-
ing reds but denouncing raac-
tionaries—from the Frankensteen
crowd right down to the Stalin-
ist party. Real “reds” are those
who fight for democracy and
class struggle policies within the
unions. That is our fight. We
shall carry it on to the very
end

‘Rochester Unemployed
Win Payments in Cash

—_
ROCHESTER, N. Y. — Plans
of Rochester city and county re-
lief officials to substitute cash
payments to unemployed on home
relief in place of the present
commodity vouchers received the
support of the Federal Workers
Section of A.F. of L. Laborer’s
Union last week.

Fred Struble, president of the
Federal :Workers Section, pointed
out that cash payment to relief
clients had long been a demand
of the unemployed, but warned
the administrators that any at-
tempt to reduce the present re-
lief allotments would be_oppos-
ed.

The Federal Workers Section
is taking the lead in swinging or-
ganized labor behind the pro-
gressive features of the plan and
it is expected that the Central

Trades Council will endorse
cash payments. The Railroad
Brotherhoods and A.F. of L.

affiliates are being contacted in

an effort to secure their endorse-
ments.

WAA Frustrates Plot
To Expel Rasmussen

SOUTH BEND, Ind.—Efforts
of Stalinist bureaucrats in con-
trol of the Workers Alliance
local in South Bend to expel
Hugo Rasmussen, active militant
in the unemployed movement,
failed when the membership re-
jected the charges of disruptive
action against Rasmussen.

Rasmussen, one¥of the orga-
nizers of the Indiana W.A. and
a former member of the W.A.A.
national executive board, has
consistently . criticized Labor’s
Non-Partisan League and advo-
cated a policy of independent
working class action rather than
placing any support behind can-
didates of the capitalist parties.

The Stalinists, determined to
permit no opposition to their
campaign to line un the workers
in supnort ot tnew .
mastc..., wv.ought m a resolution
to the ivews cocva, avaung 10T
the expulsion of Rasmussen,
charging that his position on the
L. N. P. L. was “disruptive.”
This, action, taken, at the close
of the meeting when a number
of members had left, and pre-
ceded by a limited discussion,
was passd.

When Rasmussen appealed to
the St. Joseph county executive
board, the local was instructed
to bring written charges before
the membership. and hold a
trial. At the trial the rank-and-
file upheld Rasmussen by a three
to one vote.

A veen s

Roosevelt Tax Program

Falls Hardest On Labor

Threats To Load Major Crisis Burdens On Bosses
- Evaporate In Congress Bill Slashing

(Continued from page 1)

saddled the burden of the depres-
sion on the backs of the work-
ers in the form of unemploy-
ment.

Wage-cuts, Speed-up

Another way is to cut the
wages of those employed. This
also keeps up profits, but it also
cuts the purchasing power of the
workers and smashes their liv-
ing standards. A third way is to
increase the speed-up for those
on the job. Thig ‘increases the
output of each worker, cuts the
costs of production for the ca-
pitalists and increases their pro-
fits.

Cutting down the bosses’
share of the tax bill, can also
only be done at the expense of
the workers. The permanent de-
cline of American capitalism has
created a standing army of un-
employed. There were 9,000,000
unemployed before the current
“recession” began. There are at
least 5,000,000 - more now, mak-
ing a total of at least 14,000,000.

These are all debarred from
employment and deprived of the
purchasing power which employ-
ment gives them. They have only
iwo alternatives: starvation or
government aid. Rather than
starve, they will overthrow the
capitalist system which dooms
them to starvation. And so the
capitalist  government, which
still finds democracy useful, gives
out miserly relief to the unem-
ployed in order to keep them

quiet.
Taxes and Spending

Government aid requires go-
vernment spending. Money for
spending must be gotten through
taxes. The question arises: Who
shall pay the major burden of the
taxes ? Is it the workers and un-
employed? But the crisis of ca-

pitalism has already cut the
wages of the one and destroy-
ed the purchasing power of the
other. Is it the capitalists? But
the bankruptcy of-capitalism has
reduced the profits of the capi-
talists, as a class, by 20 per-
cent between 1929 and 1937. The
current depression has driven
their profits lower. Direct taxes
will fall on the capitalists and
they will not be able to pass
them on. Indirect taxes will be
passed on to the workers, the
unemployed and the consumers
generally, cutting their purchas-
ing power even lower.

In passing the tax bill, Roo-
sevelt aimed to do two things
at the same time: to guard the
profits of the capitalists and keep
the faith of the workers in the
“lberal” character of Roosevelt.

He did this by making public
statements asking for several
direct taxes, which would affect
big business, and then never lift-
ing a finger in Congress to see
that they were passed. Congress
made a shambles of the un-
distributed profits tax, which
would have taken $500,000,000
from the greatest corporations ir
the United States as well as from
the personal holding corpora-
tions set up by multi-millionaires
who wanted to avoid income
taxes. Roosevelt did nothing.

The capital gains tax, which
was a tax on those in the "high
levels,” was scotched. Roosevelt
did nothing. The tax on govern-
ment bonds, which was a tax on
the very rich who escape paying
income taxes by investing their
money in tax-free government
bonds, was disregarded. Roosevelt
did nothing. The income tax alone
remained intact, but with the
precipitate fall in profits result-
ing from the depression, and the
low income tax rates, the yield
will not be anywhere near what
it was in former years.

The funds for the govgrnment

SWP Holds

| Enthusiahs‘ti'c

May Day MeetingInN.Y.

Policy; YPSLs H

NEW YORK.—In sharp con-

trast to all the fanfare about
“democratic“and“people’s™ fronts
and submission to imperialist
war plans under the mask of
“collective security” the Socialist
Workers Party gave to its May
Day celebration the sharp tone
of the class struggle, the pitting
of the real forces of peace, the
working class, against the war-
makers and exploiters, the capi-
talists. ;
More than 500 workers attend-
ed an enthusiastic rally at Ger-
mania Hall where the keynote
of militant class struggle brought
forth a cheering response.

The meeting was preceded by
a parade of 300 members and
sympathizers of the Young
Young People’s Socialist League,
shouting slogans against the pre-
parations for the coming war
and carrying banners calling for
resolute workers’ action against
the war-makers.

Workers Will Struggle ,

Recalling the birth of May
Day in the fires of the great
struggle for the eight-hour day
and its development into inter-
national labor day, the speakers
declared that the workers, mo-
bilized the day before under the
banner of Roosevelt by the Sta-
linists, would again unfurl, the
red flag and march forth to
battle their oppressors.

“Never before,” said Maurice
Spector, co-editor of the New
International and main speaker
of the evening, “has the Ameri-
can working class been more mi-
litant, more aggressively on the
march. Never before have the
appalling 'results of class-colla-
boration, or People’s Frontism,
been more clear to the masses.”

Tha crowd cheered again and

1)

SEEK TO OUST
SAILORS FROM
MARITIME BODY

(Continued from page 1)

agreement seems to Bridges only
a “dastardly plot.” )

In the face of the open - sell-
out tactics of the Stalinists the
rank and file of their “own”
unions are revolting. Splitting
the federation ' means splitting
even the unions where Bridges
and his gang are firmly in the
saddle. R

In the headquarters branch of
the Marine Cooks and Stewards,
where the Stalinists are able to
maintain a majority, Frank
Koci, a rank and file member
with an established record of mi-
litancy on the waterfront in San
Francisco, was brought up on
charges.

Koci committed the crime of

ing that the S.U.P. had a writ-
ten agreement with the Shepard
line and that picket lines were
established by the sailors to en-
force the agreement. For this
simple statement, which can be
proved by documents, Koci, was
charged with advocating the
program of the S.U.P. and at-
tempting to confuse the member-
ship.

pointing out in his union meet--

spending program will comé out
of indirect taxes, taxes on the
workers and unemployed, farmers
and middle class. This has been
increasingly true since the
great decline of . American capi-
talism set in with the crash of
1929. In 1930, the workers and
other consumers paid about 30
per cent of the national taxes.
In the bitter depression of 1932,
they had to pay 40 per cent.
Roosevelt’s New Deal consisted
in shifting the major burden of
taxation on to the workers and
other consumers by making in-
direct taxes equal to 66 per cent
of the total taxes in 1934. In this
tax program, as in other New
Deal tax bills, the workers and
unemployed, farmers and middle-
class—all those least able—will
have to bear an increasing share
of the burden of taxation.

Roosevelt and Congress repre-
sent big business and use the
state in its behalf. The interest
of big business is.to pass the
burden of the depression on to
the workers and unemployed.
Roosevelt and Congress do its
bidding in a tax program which
bears down on the workers and
unemployed and at the same
time “gives real relief to busi-
ness.” ’
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More Than 500 Cheer Demands For Class Struggle
Id Outdoor Rally

again as Spector declared that
only workers’ action could solve
rican capitalism; that to the
bankrupt schemes of th~ capital-
the ten-year-old crisis of Ame-
ists and their allies the workers
must counterpose the revolution-
ary class struggle.

What Happened Before

Max Shachtman, editor of the
Socialist Appeal, told the audi-
ence how the social-democrats in
Germany forbade May Day de-
monstrations in the early years
of the World War, only to have
the proletariat, within a few
brief years, rise and send thirty
crowns rolling into the dust.

“Despite the betrayal of the
Second International,” Shacht-
man declared, “the workers of
Europe rose ‘in revolt and in
Russia founded the Soviet Union
and the Third International.
Despite the betrayal of the Third
International the international
proletariat will rise under the
banner of the Fourth Interna-
tional, the banner of Lenin and
Trotsky.”

Mob Attacks Y.P.S.L.
Speakers in Jamaica

NEW YORK.—One member
of the Young Peoples Socalist
League was thrown into a lake
and chased a number of blocks
last week by a mob of several
hundred students of Jamaica
high school who had been
whipped into a patriotic
frenzy.

The f@ttack was orghnized
by the reactionary Varsity
club, with the aid of the
athletic director, when the
Y.P.S.L. announced their
plans to hold an anti-war
meeting. Police, newspaper-
men and a large store of
rotten eggs and tomatoes
were on hand at the beginning
of the meeting.

Attempts by members of the
Y.P.S.L. to speak were
fruitless, as booing drowned
out the speakers. Eggs and
tomatoes began to fly, land-
ing on the speakers, the
crowd and the police in equal
proportion.

A large number of students
rushed the platform and seiz-
ed Mike Bartell, student
director of the Y.P.S.L. He
was dragged to a pond in the
park adjacent to the high
school and- thrown in. The
mob then turned on the other
speakers and stoned them for
several blocks. Two were in-
jured and required medical
attention.

C.P.Celebrates May Day

With Patriotic Parades

May Day this year found the
forces of labor split throughout
the United States, as in many
other countries. Despite the deep-
ening crisis of capitalism, the
demonstrations were on a far
smaller scale than last year.
The most alarming feature from
the point of view of the labor
movement was the corralling of
large numbers of workers behind
the patriotic banners of the Sta-
linist parties in demonstrations

.ing, proletarian class traditions
of May Day. ' ’

Patriotic Parade

In New York City, some
50,000 paraded under the aus-
pices of the Stalinist-dominated
“United May Day Committee” to
the accompaniment of patriotic
songs. Replacing the militant
rallying cries of former years,
the dominating slogans were for
“jobs, peace and democracy.”
Placards were carried denounc-
ing the “fascist aggressors.”

The speeches were in line with
the rest. Not a word about the
preparations for a new imperial-
ist war, which was hardly sur-
prising in view of the fact that
the Stalinists, with their sponsor-
ship of “collective security,” are
the foremost proponents bf war.

The Socialist Workers Party,
refusing to take part in this
patriotic demonstration, which
violated not only the spirit of
May Day but ran counter to the
vital interests of the workers,
held its own parade and rally,
reported elsewhere in this issue.
The Stalinists, however, did not
have things entirely their way.
‘The New York locals of the In-
ternational Ladies Garment
Workers Union declined to take

{part in the Stalinist flag-waving

parade and held their own se-
parate rally. Norman Thomas’
Socialist Party and youth orga-
nization likewise declined to as-

linists.
In Philadelphia

In Philadelphia, however, the
S.P. and its Clarityite wing
tagged along, content to become
a vestigial appendage of the
Stalinist machine. Qur comrades
participated to the extent of be-
ing present on Reyburn Plaza,
where they distributed hundreds
of anti-war manifestoes and sold
many copies -of the Socialist
Appeal. They followed this up
with a May Day meeting held in
conjunction with the United Li-
bertarian Organizations. More
than 100 workers attended this
meeting, at which Manny Gar-
rett spoke for the Socialist
Workers Party and the Young
Peoples Socialist League.

The California comrades scor-
ed a great May Day success in
Los Angeles, where they succeed-
ed in attracting an audience of
750 to the Music Arts Hall to
hear - May Day  speeches by
S.W.P. and Y.P.S.L. repre-
gentatives and to see the film
“Tgzar to Lenin,” a pictorial his-
tory of the Russian Revolution.
In the audience were Mexidan
agricultural workers, auto- work-
ers, members of the I.L.G.W.U.
and many other active unionists.
A number of Stalinists forsook

a Communist Party meeting in

\

which did violence to the fight-.

sociate themselves with the Sta-|.

Militant Traditions of Labor’s Day Continue
Under Banner of Fourth International

order to be present.
Chicago Holds Rally

The Chicago branch of the
S.W.P. rallied 250 workers at
a meeting held just ten blocks
from the scene of the historic
Haymarket massacre. In Chi-
cago, as elsewhere, the militant
traditions of May Day were
upheld by - the Fourth Interna-
tionalists alone, in sharp contrast
to the Stalinist parade which
marched behind patriotic slogans
after its arrangements commit-
tee had excluded the revolution-
ists and driven away most of
the labor unions.

The Chicago meeting was
marked by such an inspiring re-
volutionary spirit that at the end
the newcomers, many of them
strangers to the radical move-
ment, joined in the singing of
the “Internationale,” picking out
the words from a song-sheet and
raising their fists along with the
others. Manny Mills, steel work-
er, S.W.0.C. strike leader and
lodge officer in his union, spoke
for the Y.P.S.L., followed by
Albert Goldman, labor attorney,
for the S.WI.P.

Banquet in Cleveland

In Cleveland, the S.W.P. and
Y.P.S.L. celebrated May Day
with a banquet and showing pof
the Russian revolutionary  film
“Potemkin.” The speakers were
lTocal comrades active in the
C.1.0. and A.F. of L. unions.
Neither the Communist Party
nor the Socialist Party held ce-
lebrations of their own. Instead
their members attended a rally
of Labor’s Non-Partisan League,
at which such outstanding
“champions” of the workers’
struggle as Congressman Jerry
O’Connell spoke. This rally was
permeated with People’s Front-
ism from beginning to end.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ingertions in this column are 23
cents for five lines. Copy must be
in at the APPEAL office before six
o’clock Monday evening.

NEW YORK

BRONX BRANCH., May 1.
8:30 P. M. Good Music, Drinks
and cake. Brodsky, 938 Bronx
Park South. «

NEWARK

MUSICALE OF THE EAS}‘

CLASS IN TRADE UNIONISM,
Instructor, George Breitman.
Four lectures, Tuesday nights
beginning May 10, 8:30 P. M.
Admission 10 cents per lecture
or 25 cents for four. 284 15th
Avenue. Progressive Workers
School.

LOS ANGELES

SPECIAL FOR THIS WEEK ONLY,
IN DEFENSE OF THE SOVIET
UNION, by Trotsky. 10 cents
Orders filled promptly. 5 cents
extra for postage. Modern Book
Shop. 509% W bth St., LosAngeles

WANT ADS

SINGLE ROOM FOR RENT,
136 St. Near Broadway, New
York City. Very cheap! See'S.
Stanley, 116 University Place,
for details.
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Union Unless It

By KATHLEEN WALKER

SAN FRANCISCO. — Faced
with increasing opposition to his
policies in West Coast unions,
Harry Bridges, West Coast Di-
rector for the C.I.0., is making
a desperate attempt to discredit
the progressive leadership of
Local 34 of the United Office &
Professional (Workers of Ame-
rica.

At the last membership meet-
ing of this union he charged the
present leadership with conspir-
ing to withdraw from the C.I1.0.
and seek affiliation with the
A.F. of L.

Bridges Threatens

He threatened that if this
leadership we¥e not removed, the
Warehousemen’s Union and the
C.1.0. would withdraw their
support. As a majority of the
membership is employed in ware-
house offices and dependent
upon the support of the ware-
housemen, this was in effect an
ultimatum to the membership to
accept -Stalinist control or see
their union smashed.

At its previous meeting ‘the
membership voted to request the
national office to remove Leo
Allen, international representa-

Francisco. The charges brought
against Allen were:

Three Charges Listed

1. Failure to cooperate with
the organizers and officers of
the union or to produce orga-
nizational results.

2. ' (Withholding communica-

tions and instructions received
by him from the National Office
which affected the work of the
Local. i
3. Stating to a member of the
union that this puny little local
of 250 members was not so im-
portant as the national organi-
zation and, if necessary, he was
willing to smash this local and
start over again. .
“By thé ‘action taken:to requést
Allen’s removal the membership
demonstrated again its desire and
need to rid itself of the Stalin-
ist bureaucrats. This was first
demonstrated in the union elec-
tions in January, when the Sta-
linists were overwhelmingly de-
feated after they had been in
control for several months.

Bridges Packs Meeting

In typical Moscow Trial fa-
shion, Bridges packed the meet-
ing with his stooges and pre-
sented affidavits which stated
that a number of the leaders. of
the local had conspired with
Harry Lundeberg, secretary of
the Sailors Union of the Pacific,

tive and a Stalinist, from San

Coast Office Workers
Fight Briig_eﬁs_' Blackmail

He Threatens To Withdraw C. 1. O. Support From

Knuckles Under

to take the local out of the
C.1.0. He then attempted to link
Lundeberg with the shipowners,
the San Francisco Industrial As-
sociation, Senator Copeland, etc.,
ete.,, etc. The affidavits also ac-
cused officials of the local of
carrying on a red-baiting cam-
paign against Allen.

The affidavits were signed by
persons who have proven by their
past actions that they were only
interested in feathering their
own nests. Two of these persons
left the local when it affiliated
with the C.I.0. and took a
group of bank employees with
them into the A.F. of L. When
they discovered the A.F. of L.
was not interested in furthering

their ambitions, they requested
readmittance into the C.I.O.
Another  “confession”  signer

dropped out of the union several
months ago when the progres-
sives refused to support him in
the election as delegate to the
C.I.O. Council because he vgas
irresponsible. He openly stated
at that time that his only inter-
est in the union was to obtain a
pie card.

Snatch Majority

Having packed the meeting,
the Stalinists were able to get
a majority on the investigating
committee which was elected to
investigate the charges. They
immediately proceeded to hold
hearings at which the accusers
were asked to appear at one time
and the accused at another! Nei-
ther will have an opportunity
to hear the other’s testimony or
to question one another! A pe-
tition signed by 150 rank-and-
filers requesting that the investi-
gating committee be elected by
a referendum and the decision
at a special executive board
meeting to hold such a referend-
um on the basis of the petition,
have been ignored by the inve-
stigating committee. Going far
beyond the powers granted it at
the meeting at which it was

tically set itself up as a dual
power to the present leadership,
calling itself a rank-and-file
“policy” committee.

The militants in the union are
exposing this ‘Bridges-Stalinist
union_ wrecking attack and are
making every effort to rally the
support of progressives in other
unions to defeat it. They are
working to unite all labor pro-
gressives in both the A.F. of L.
and C.I.O. around a campaign
to rid the unions of this wreck-
ing band of labor fakers by ex-
posing the real role of the Sta-

linists and their front man,
Bridges, in the West Coast
unions.

The following  subscriptions
have come in during the past
two weeks:

NEW YORK CITY
California
Philadelphia
Minneapolis
Newark
Pittsburgh
Akron, Ohio
Rochester, N. Y. ..
Toledo, Ohio
Chicago, Ill.
Canton, Ohio
Boston, Mass.
Colorado
Michigan
Miscellaneous
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Subs are picking up nicely,
with New York City far in ad-
vance once again. On ‘increased
pundle orders we have to report
1 definite slowing-up. Plans are
under way for a new and even

Appeal Army

more powerful drive to step up
the circulation of the Socialist
Appeal. A large part of this plan
will depend on increased bundle-
orders. ’
¥ % x

Now, with summer more or
less here, many comrades and
sympathizers will start traveling
around the country from place
to place. Wi urge every comrade
to take a handful of sub blanks
with him. Also, those who are
going away for the summer are
requested to notify us of their
new address. We need more tra-
veling salesmen for the Appeal
like John Boulds of Montana!

* % ¥

Abe Miller, New York Litera-
ture Agent, requests all friends
and sympathizers to purchase or
ask for a copy of the Socialist
Appeal from their neighborhood
newsstands. This will greatly aid
placing the paper on local news-
stands.

~

Socialist Appeal
116 University Place

New York City
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Socialist Appeal. One year—($2.00) ; Six Months—
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Hitler Seeks
ToMendAxis
ByRome Visit

(Continued from page 1)
refusal to take more efficacious
action was not only a confirma-
tion of ‘Great Britain’s present
conception that her interests end
at the Rhine. It was also an
order to France not to stick her
nose beyond the Rhine. Nobody
takes seriously France’s pledge
to defend Czechoslovakia by
force.

The French proposal to gain
time for the maturing war crisis
by taking measures of economic
aggression against Germany in
Central and Southeastern Eur~
ope also fell upon deaf ears in
London. The British categorical-
ly refused to complicate Eng-
land’s situation by extending
their trade with France’s former
vassals. The skillful British tra-
ders are ready to grant commer-
cial credits; not to Czechoslo-
vakia, Rumania and the others,
however, but exclusively to
France, who will have to assume
by herself the risk of doubtful
capital investments in doubtful
states.

France Loses

However, the time has passed
when it was possible to fight im-
perialist competition in Europe
with trade and credits. Behind
the Chinese wall of fortifications
on both banks of the Rhine,
France will have passively to
watch the disappearance of her
post-war conquests throughout
Europe. She will have to wait
until Great Britain gives the sig-~
nal for battle.

The London military agree-
ments, despite their technical
thoroughness, do not bind Bri-

tish imperialism as to the condi- |

tions under which they are to be
put into operation. The bourgeois
press is unanimous in saying
“that the whole decision is open
to Britain at the moment some-
thing happens, and that she is
not bound to any definitive ac-
tion.”

The profits of the London deals
accrue above all to Britain. After
the war, France was for a long
time not only the “gendarme of
Europe” but also, very often, a
danger to British interests on
the continent. Now France seeks

mteatlon under the wings olf

e 'British ‘Empire, at"a p‘r‘ice“ '

Wthh makes her a kind of new
dominion, a dominion which,
unlike the others, is ready to
fire the first shot in a new war
at a moment’s notice.

AFL USES DUAL
UNION TACTICS
T0 FIGHT CI0

(Continued from page 1)

are calculated to “carry the fight
in the enemy’s battlefield.” The
actual chances of the A.F.
cracking the powerful U.M.W.A.
are next to nothing and the
Green bureaucracy knows it.

Progressive workers in both
the C.I.0. and the A.F. of L.
can only condemn this latest
Green maneuver which carries
the implication of raiding and
open warfare between the two
organizations that can bring only
defeat to both sides.

I.L.G.W.U, Position -

Dubinsky’s refusal to serve on
the C.I.0. committee verifies
often repeated rumors that the
I.L.G.W.U. is not going to
participate in the coming C.I.0.
convention but rather expects to
seek a course of “neutrality” in
the C.I.0.-A.F. of L. dispute.
The defection of the I.L.G.W.U.
union from the active ranks of
the C.I.0. will weaken the in-
dustrial unionists in future unity
negotiations and jeopardize the
position of the C.I.O. unions.

The C.I.0. wunions whose
A.F. of L. charters were re-
voked include: the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers, the Amalga-
mated Association of Iron,
Steel and Tin
United Textile Workers of Ame-
rica, the United Rubber Workers
of America, the United Automo-
bile Workers of America, and the

International Unjon of Oilfield,

of L. |

Workers OF All Races Must Unite

Against Fascism In Czechoslovakia

Following consultations this week with the
French ministers in London, Lord Halifax in-
formed the Czechoslovakian ambassador in the
firmest manner that Prague will have to sub-
mit, without resistance, to the ultimatum de-
livered recently by the Czechoslovakian Nazi
leader, Konrad Henlein.

This ultimatum, in its practical implications,
means nothing less than the establishment of
a totalitarian Nazi dictatorship on Czechoslo-
vakian territory by means of a plebiscite, the
result of which is a foregone conclusion.

Whereas France, still reluctant, had been
trying to rescue the Czechoslovakian child of
its post-war policy, Britain, in an effort to
gain time, is determined to write off Czecho-
slovakia as an independent ‘state in Hitler’s
favor, as she has already written off Loyalist
Spain in Mussolini’s favor. TUnder the mask
of impartiality, Lord Halifax, the representa-
tive of democratic Britain and with the ac-
quiescence of the French government, is acting
in this matter as an auxiliary ambassador of
Nazi Germany in London. Yielding on the
continent, Britain hopes to gain greater free-
dom of action for her .empire.

AN IRONIC OUTCOME

The situation is all the more ironic in that
the crimes of Czech policy, domestic as well
as foreign, were only the faithful and slavish
reflection of Franco-British post-war policy on
the continent.

Leaning upon the Wilsonian principle of na-
tional “self”-determination, the Versailles vie-
tors forced five nations into an artificial state
formation under the domination of a Czech
bourgeois minority. At present only 40 per
cent of the 15,000,000 inhabitants of the Czecho-
slovakian republic are Czechs. In 1919 the
imperialist peace-makers, through their own
self-determination, forced two and one-half
million Slovaks, who consider themselves a
‘separate’ nation, into one joint and arbitrary
“nation” with the Czechs, in order to justify
the hegemony of their Czech gendarmes in
Central Europe.

Since the formation of the republic, these
Slovaks, along with 600,000 Ruthenians (a
Ukranian national group), 100,000 Poles, 800,-
000 Hungarians and three and one-half million
Germans, have claimed the right of national
autonomy against the brutal Czech central
power.

COMMUNIST PARTY FAILURE

So long as a strong Communist Party, com-
prising workers and peasants of all six nations,
pursued a revolutionary policy and actively de-
fended the right of self-determination for the
oppressed nations, the chauvinistic, reactiona-
ry and fascist tendencies remained unimpor-
tant minorities. But as a consequence of the

..degeneration of the Third International, .the.. |

Communist Party lost its principal | positions
to the Czech and German Social Democracy,
which since 1929 has been using its newly
gained influence to back the Czech bourgeoisie
through a coalition government.

The Stalinist Third Period policy transform-
ed the Communist Party into an impotent sect,
at a time when the Social-Democratic policy
of class collaboration pushed the workers and
middle classes of the oppressed. nations into
the ams of fascism and national chauvinism.
Thus it was possible for Henlein’'s Nazi party
to become, even before the taking of power; a
real mass movement of the German workers in
Czechoslovakia.

The turn of the Communist Party toward a
People’s Front occurred at the most unfortun-
ate moment. The German workers, in the main,
had already made their choice as between Na-
tional Socialism and Czechoslovakian democ-
racy. On the other hand, the bulk of the Czech
workers, disillusioned by the Stalinist brand
of communism, had already rallied to their
own “People’s Front” in the form of Social-
Democratic participation in the government.

CLASS STRUGGLE ABANDONED

The only result of the vain Stalinist attempts
to become a respectable democratic movement
was the stifling of any proletarian attempts
to cast off the chains of class collaboration.
Thus questions of class struggle were more

and more relegated to the background, while
the problems of national conflicts became the
vital issue. Here too reformist and Stalinist
complicity in the policy of national oppression
and exploitation by the Czech bourgeoisie
spurred the separatist and fascist tendencies

among the non-Czech nations to ®he extreme. -

Now Henlein not only claims independence
for the Germans in Czechoslovakia. He be-
comes the self-styled champion of national
liberation for all the other oppressed peoples.
In the absence of a revolutionary proletarian
movement, which would take the lead in the
fight against Czech imperialism within the re-
public, Henlein’s demagogy gains wide popu-
larity.

It is hardly necessary to point out that be-
hind Henlein stands Hitler. With war ap-

" proaching, Czechoslovakia has become a vital

-

stepping-stone for German expansion. If
‘Hitler succeeds in capturing Czechoslovakia be-
fore the outbreak of war, alliance with the
still wavering Poland becomes almost a cer-
tainty. The carving up of Czecheslovakian
territory at the proper time might well enable
Germany to regain the Polish Corridor which,
since 1918 has cut off Eastern Prussia from
the Reich. '
GERMANY’S STAKE IS VAST

As master of Austria and ruler or “protec-
tor” of a federated Czechoslovakia, definitely
isolated from France and Russia, and with the
Czech bourgeoisie deprived of its privileges,
Hitler could easily gain domination over Hun-
gary, Rumania and Yugoslavia. Germany’s
basis of operation would be significantly broad-
ened from the very beginning of the war.

Further, with the subduing of Czechoslova-
kia, Hitler would come into possession of an
invaluable economic hinterland for his war
economy. Czedhoslovakia possesses 70 per cent
of the industry of the former Austrian-Hunga-
rian monarchy, a rich agriculture, abundant
sources of coal and' metals, and the famous
Skoda munitions plants, a serious competitor
of German war industry on the continent.

Last but far from least, Hitler’s demands
for German autonomy ring with military ur-
gency. In the last three years the Czech gov-
ernment has been heavily fortifying the ex-

tended German border, controlling the border

regions by virtual martial law which concen-
trated all power in the hands of the military
authorities. This military dictatorship of Czech
democracy is directed primarily against the
German population,
In establishing Nazi rule over Czechoslovakia,
Hitler would naturally gain command of the
Czech fortifications, and thus eliminate any
possibility of mrilitary resistance from Prague.
MILITARY RESISTANCE IDLE TREAT

Such mllltaly resistance is, at bestiz an 1d1e
‘threat. "“The "Czech ‘General Staff counts, at .
the most, on a feeble struggle of a few weeks’
duration. Along with this technical estimate
one must take into account the mortal weak-
ness of an army recruited from six warring
nations.

The Czech bourgcoisie is’ desperately seek-
ing a compromise with Hitler. There are strong
“realistic” fractions among the Czech capital-
ists ready to sacrifice the already restricted
democratic rights of the broad masses and to
join the anti-Soviet chorus. But they en-

counter serfous resistance among the proleta-’

rian and middle class strata, who want to
preserve their own , national and democratic
rights after 300 years of German absolutist
rule.

The decision of the Czech masses to resist
fascist intervention, in whatever form, can
play a progressive role only if they are led to
a decisive break with the Czech ruling class
and its labor lieutenants, who together have
made the approaching catastrophe possible.

A movement of resistance steadfastly op-
posed to the reactionary national policy of the
bourgeoisie, under the independent leadership
of the working class, would re-awaken the
militancy of the masses. Regenerating the
revolutionary traditions of the Czechoslovakian

proletariat, it would prepare the wunification"

of the workers and peasants of all nationali-
ties, freed from the demagogy of fascism.

overwhelmingly pro-Nazi. -

NEW YORK.—April 27, the
traditional day of the student
anti-war strikes, found the stu-
dent movement split in New
York City, as the Stalinist-con-
trolled “United Student Peace
Committee” held patriotic as-
semblies, whose function was to
prepare the students ideological-
ly for support of the United Sta-
tes government {in the coming
war.

The militant anti-war students,
who were determined to express
their firm opposition to the forth-
coming imperialist war, denounc-
ed these meetings as pro-war
mobilizations, and issued a call
on the campuses throughout the
city for militant, student con-
trolled anti-war strikes, based on
the Oxford pledge (no support
to any war undertaken by the
United States government), op-
position to the war preparations
of the Roosevelt government, and
support of independent, actlon of
world labor against the war-
makers.

Ready Response

The call found ready and wide-
spread support everywhere. Ap-
proximately 5,000 students parti-
cipated in the anti-war strikes
in New York, and in many cases
the opposing demonstrations
were equal in size.

At Brooklyn college 300 stu-
dents heard B. J. Widick, labor
secretary of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, proclaim the revolu-
tionary struggle against capital-
ism the only road in struggle
against war, while Earl Browder,
speaking at the “peace strike”
of the U.S.P.C., urged Ameri-
can imperialists to invest their
surplus capital in China.

“One of the outstanding fea-
tures of the economic crisis,”
Browder said, “is that we have
a tremendous accumulation of
capital which is lying idle be-
cause it cannot find profitable in-
vestment.... The only prospect
for ‘profitable investment of
American capital is - China. But
if the United States really want-
ed to put our 13 million unem-
ployed back to work, the United
States government should invest
about five billion dollars in build-
ing up Chinese industry....”

i

f : City College Strike

!

,ﬁtrlkes took place ‘at the main
Day session of City College.
Nearly a thousand students ga-
thered at Lewisohn stadium to
hear speakers who in general
‘1took the stand that students must
support the working class in its
fight against the war makers.
The U.S.P.C. meeting on the
same_ campus was addressed by
William E. Dodd, eminent Ame-
rican diplomat, who urged that
America join with other demo-
cratic nations to defend demo-
cracy, and.... “our foreign
trade.” Dodd made a special trip
from Washington for the tidy
sum of $100.

At the evening session of the
same college, two opposing de-
monstrations were held. Some
800 students rallied to the strike
held under the auspices of the
“Committee for a Militant Anti-
War Strike” to hear Carlo Tre-
sca, editor of Il. Martello, and
Hal Draper, national secretary
of the Young People’s Socialist
League. The Stalinists of the
U.S.P.C. were greatly ruffled,
and called the police to their

a2
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Militant Students Hold
Large Anti-War Rallies

Resistance To Patriotic Degeneration Of Annual
Anti-War Strikes Is Widespread

assistance, informing them that
the anti-war students had no
permit for the use of the sound
truck on the campus. )

United Front Difficulties

Although in most cases the
strikes were conducted by united
front committees including all
anti-war elements at the colleges,
this was made difficult and in
some cases impossible, by the
'vacillation of the Norman Thomas
Socialists, who sought to reach
“agreements” with the Stalinists.

In all but one college they
were forced to break off nego-
tiations in the end, but not
due to any difficulty in finding
a common programmatic basis,
but because the Stalinists were
unwilling to give them parity in
speakers. Their constant nego-
tiations, causing confusion and
delay, hampered the preparations
for the strikes greatly.

At the evening session of
Brooklyn college the anti-war
club, controlled by the Norman
Thomas Socialists broke off ne-
gotiations with the Stalinists two
days before the strike because
they could not get speakers, and
proceeded to issue an indepen-
dent strike call. No mention of
the Oxford pledge, opposition to
Roosevelt’s war preparations, or
support of independent labor
action against war was to be
found.

Y. P. S. L. Meetings

The Y.P.S.L. pointed out in
a leaflet to the students thht
there was no essential difference
between the two strike calls and
that neither could be considered
an anti-war strike. An inde-
pendent Y.P.S.L. meeting was
‘held after school hours.

At New York University the
Stalinists and the Norman
Thomas Socialists affected a com-
promise and held a joint meet-
ing with a minimum program—
pro-war. The Y.P.S.L. refused
to participate and called an in-
dependent strike at noon. It was
addressed by Bob Stiler, in-
dustrial director of the Y.P.S.L.
and James Rorty, prominent
author.

In the New York City high
schools official “peace assem-
blies” were conducted by the
administration, but in a number
of the schools Y.P.S.L. circles
held independent anti-war meet-
ings.

MASS MEETING
ON SPAIN

The crushing of the revolu-
tionary workers of Barcelona in
May, 1937, and the present situa-
tion in Spain will be the subject
of a New York nweeting, to be
held at Germania Hall, 16th St.
and 3rd Ave., at 8 p. m. Sunday,
May 15. Speakers wiMl include
Harry Milton, an active parti-
cipant in the Barcelona events,
and Max Shachtman, editor of
the Socialist Appeal.
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SOVIET UNION NOTES

Election Call For R.S.F.S.R. Seen As Move For
Extension Of Purge; Shortage of
Primary Goods Still Prevails

- of Heavy Industry

| ——— By JOHN G. WRIGHT

STALIN’S “ELECTIONS”—A COVER FOR WILDER PURGES

The Praesidium of the All-Russian Central Executive Commit-
tee has set June as the date for the elections to the Supreme
Council of the R.S.F.S.R. These Soviet “elections” will follow im-
mediately upon the termination of party elections now in pro-
gress. Their task, like that of all of Stalin’s elections, is to ex-
tend the purge. The instructions issued in connection with the
coming elections are very explicit. We cite a key paragraph
from the decree issued by the joint plenum of the Moscow Cen-
tral Committee and Moscow Regional Committee:

“The conduct and preparation of the elections to the Supreme
Council of the R.S.F.S.R. must aid in the successful solution
of all political and economic tasks confronting the toilers of the
city of Moscow and of the Moscow region, in raising the revolu-
tionary vigilance of all the toilers in the struggle against the
rabid enemies of the people, the Trotskyite-Bukharinite agents
of foreign espionage services.” (Pravda, April 22.)

The meaning of these ominous words is plain enough. More
arrests. More executions. More trials—both secret and “public.”
Judging from the: past procedure, it can be stated with virtual
certainty that the present wave of arrests will reach its crest
early in June, in the days immediately preceding the elections,
and that shortly after the elections the next trials will be staged.

THE PARTY PURGE

Meanwhile, the purge of the party continues its course in
Krasnoyarsk, in the 15 party organizations that have reported
the result of the elections, nine have elected “young Communists
who are holding party posts for the first time.” In Leningrad,
370 units have thus far reported new party committees, new
secretaries and organizers. In Stalino out of 578 functionaries
elected “about one half” are reported as helding posts for the
first time; out of 407 secretaries and organizers Just elected, 134
are reported as newcomers.

The campaign around this latest party purge is identical in
tone with the preparations for the coming “Soviet elections.”
Pravda boasts that an enormous interest is being evinced in the
party elections by “non-party workers and peasants, by millions
of non-party Bolsheviks who are firmly united with the party
in the joint struggle for communism.” Nor does Pravda mince
words as to the actual significance of what is taking place:

“The questions occupying the center of attention are the ques-
tions of vigilance, of the struggle against the Trotskyite-Buk-
harinite scum, of the ideological arming of the communists...
All efforts of the party organizations must be directed towlard
liquidating the consequences of wrecking, rooting out the enemy
remnants, and fighting to fullfill the state plans.” (Pravda, April
19.)

Appointment of new deputies indicates a purge in the following
departments: Commissariat of Justice (under Vyshinsky); Com-
missariat of Water Transport (under Yezhov); Commissariat
(under L. Kaganovich); Commissariat of
Agriculture (under Eike).

SHORTAGE OF NECESSITIES

(While the Trial of 21 was in progress, and almost at the same
time as Zelenski was testifying (and confessing) how he had
kept the shelves of Soviet stores empty of such necessities as
butter, salt, sugar, soap. .etg¢., the Stalinist authorities were con-
ducting an investigation of the trade network. Toward the end
of April, Pravda carried a carefully worded report of this inves-
tigation, a section of which we reproduce:

“In March 1938 the investigation covered 5,090 stores of the
state trade network. About 10 per cent had no soap, and no
makhorka (low grade tobacco); 4 per cent were suffering from
lapses in the sale of matches; 5 per cent of the stores were with-
out salt. The conditions in the stores of the consumers’ co-oper-
atives were even worse. Out of 2,150 stores investigated in
March, 11.4 per cent suffered from lapses in the trade with
salt; from 3.to 7 per cent of the stores were not always able
to satisfy the demand for matches, sugar, makhorka and soap.”
(Pravda, April 21.) =

The “wreckers” had been shot but the population is still with-
out primary necessities. Who is responsible? You know the
answer. Pravda insists that this condition is obviously due to
fact that the trade network has not been completely purged of
“wreckers.”
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significance of ‘Thomas

(just out) : Max Brod on

LaFollette Third Party
Movement Would Check

Workers’ Independence

(Continued . from page 1) capitalist

against  socialism,

pense of. the standard of living|, ;4 fascism

—the hours and the wages—of

the working class. to class struggle.

exploitation of the
= - masses. He warned his audience
communism
and assured them
that he was absolutely opposed

Reactionary Policy

In so far as the Platform deals
with foreign policy, its tendency

is strongly imperialistic and re-

actionary, expressing the thought
that the American continents,
“from the Arctic to Cape Horn”
are to be kept under U.S. do-
mination on a direct mandate
from the “Creator” who so “or-
dained” it.

Like the spokesmen of so
many of the muddle-headed
middle class movements launched
in recent times by capitalist po-
liticians for the purpose of ex-
ploiting and canalizing popular
discontent, LaFollette did not
forget to criticize the “old” ca-
pitalism and to take his stand,
presumably, for a “renovated”

It is already clear that the aim
of the LaFollette party is to ex-
ploit the disillusionment of the
masses over the collapse of the
New Deal myth for its own ends.
The emphasis placed by its
sponsors on their opposition to
any class party—that is, a party
of the workers, the producers of
wealth—is significent indication
that the purpose of this party
is to prevent the successful de-
velopment of the movement for
independent political action of
the American workers which is
beginning to take - hold in the
ranks of labor and which threat-
ens the domination of the old
capitalist parties and their sa-
tellites. '

(See Editorial, Page 4)
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LaFollette’s New Party

Whatever its immediate prospects may
be— and they do not now look particular-
ly bright—the National Progressives of
America, the new party launched by the
LaFollette dynasty, has great signific-
ance.

The deepening social crisis in the
United States is breaking down the old
party machines and lines, by means of
which capitalism has been able to domi-
nate the country for decades. The old
Democratic party is breaking up before
our eyes under the impact of the crisis.
New political alignments are on the order
of the day. In these new alignments, the
American working class is destined to
play a tremendously important part; if
it develops in the right direction, its part
will be decisive.

Up to the present, the working class
of this country has not yet taken the
bold and imperatively needed step of in-
dependent working class political action,
of developing a mass political party of
its own, upon which it can rely to fight
militantly for its class interests. The un-
precedented crisis, the bankruptcy of
even the most advanced of the capitalist
panacea-mongers — the New Dealers —
the organization of the basic industries
into powerful unions—these and other
new factors are creating the premises
for such working class political develop-
ments.

Once the American workers have a
militant political party of their own—
not a piddling party of reformists plead-
ing for mercy on their knees, but a robust
party of struggle—they are invincible.
No capitalist power could effectively re-
sist them. :

Conscious of this danger to their con-
tinued dominance, the capitalist politi-
cians and their good servants in the
labor movement are pondering the prob-
lem of how to head off the independent
political movement of the workers, how
to canalize it back into the old ruts, how
to keep it in harness and in check. On
all sides, the feelers and plans and pro-
posals for the formation of a ‘“third
party”—that is, another capitalist party
that does not have quite the same reac-
tionary stigma that the two old ones have
—are calculated to head off the move-
ment for class political action.

The ‘“National Progressives of Ame-
rica”—the party without a program—
is one such heading-off movement. Its
bosses know that the discontent of the
masses is rising; they know that there
is a growing disillusionment with Roo-
sevelt and the New Deal. Their aim is
to exploit this discontent and disillusion-
ment, not for the workers—they vigor-
ously deny that they will be a party of
the workers, and not for a socialist re-
organization of rotten capitalist society
—for they hate the thought of social-
ism more than they hate anything else,
but for their own narrow political pur-
poses.

It is interesting that Roosevelt, who
feels the ground beginning to slip from
under him, has not denounced the La-
Follette party. He too is not unaware
that a new political set-up is required
for him and his bankrupt crew to win
the coming presidential elections. Last
time, for example, it was necessary to
corrall the New York labor vote under
the banner of the pro-Roosevelt (that is,
pro-capitalist) American Labor Party,
because it couldn’t be done, at least noty

so eagily, under the banner of the malo-
dorous Democratic Patty. Next time, ih
1940 or even in 1938, the ‘“democratic”
capitalist politicians may find it neces-
sary to use a “third party” set-up simil-
ar to that of the LaFollettes’ towards
the same end. In turn, the LaFollettes
and their blood-brothers elsewhere hope
to organize sufficient of a movement to
have as a bargaining force, as so many
voting cattle to be traded off in the be-
hind-the-doors negotiations in which the
capitalist politicos settle their affairs.

The National Progressives have no-
thing progressive about them. They
reflect a genuinely progressive current
that is growing among the masses, but
they reflect it in a distorted manner.
They express this progressive current,
but in a reactionary manner. Their aim
is to dam and drain off this current so
that it does not pour stormily over the
crumbling bulwarks of a rotting, bank-
rupt social order—and there is nothing
progressive about that.

The LaFollette party is a challenge—
one of many to come in the next period,
according to all indications—a challenge
to the American working class. It is a
demand that the workers, who are mov-
ing instinctively towards militant action,
towards an aggressive political move-
ment of their own class, should halt and
turn back to the leadership of the ca-
pitalist class or the middle class—which
comes to the same thing in the end. The
only effective answer that the workers
can give to these gentlemen is a rein-
forced drive to appear on the political
scene under their own flag, in their own
organization, with their own objectives,
and with the unambiguous determina-
tion to war to the hilt against the system,
and the parties supporting it, which
bring them unemployment, wage-cuts,
misery, and war—which cannot either
feed, clothe or shelter them, and whose
only solution for the “surplus” popula-
tion is the graveyard of the battlefield.

China’s Victories

With the Chinese victory at Taierhch-
wang, in southern Shantung, still rever-
berating around the world, the invading
armies of Japanese imperialism are ex-
periencing new difficulties in their at-
tempted drive toward the Lunghai Rail-
way—difficulties which offer prospect
of developing into a severe rout.

After the loss of Taierhchwang a
month ago, the Japanese command was
compelled to withdraw troops from
Shansi in the West in order to fill in
their shattered lines in southern Shan-
tung. The weakened Japanese fronts in
Shansi are now reported to have been
completely shattered, while difficulties
continue to pile up on the Shantung
front.

Chinese advances deal fresh blows to
the false notion of Japanese military
invincibility upon which the morale of
the Japanese peaSant soldiers is so
largely sustained. They are also a stir-
ring tribute to the fighting qualities of
the Chinese soldiers, their matchless
courage, their splendid spirit of opposi-
tion to conquest by the imperialist ban-
dits of Dai Nippon.

The entire world of labor and especial-
ly the revolutionists will greet China’s
victories. But the war against the Japan-
ese imperialists for China’s freedom is
far from over. We have pointed out be-
fore and we emphasize again that inspi-
ration for final victory can only come
from the unfolding of a far-reaching so-
cial program for the Chinese masses—
a program which will give them a more
vital interest in the war. Without this,
the victories now being won will remain
only episodes in a struggle whose end
can only be defeat—if not by Japan
alone, then by Japan’s market-hungry
rivals.

The scope of Japan’s difficulties can
be seen from the fact that the Japanese
Government is already obliged to invoke
the provisions of the Mobilization Law,
which will place the country under a
virtual military dictatorship.

More defeats for Japanese arms in
China will inevitably stir revolt in Japan,
where the masses are being saddled with
the entire cost of Japan’s imperialistic
venture.

Rubber Union
Considers New

mocratic”

ing the arbitration board. In
Miller’s lengthy document much
space is used to show how “de-
such a board would
be. For example:

the employers, would consist of
three men, who would hold office
for flve years. Besides a labor
and a boss representative on the

“There have|board, the third man would be

NLRB Project

AKRON—Most of the points
in the proposed arbitration plan
for the rubber industry advanc-
ed recently by James P. Miller,
regional director of the National
Labor Relations Board, have now
become a subject of negotiations
between the Goodrich Tire and
Rubber Company and the Akron
local of the United Rubber
Workers of America.

By far the most significant of
the proposals is the one regard-

been various attempts made in
the past to establish such tri-
bunals. Some have been most
effective while others failed be-
cause they were wholly or in
part sustained by some benevo-
lent sponsor. Such tribunals
could not function impartially
because they became subsidized
entities, or were so limited in
scope they lost their forceful-
ness.”

This  board, subsidized by
“workers” (not by union) and

chosen by the other two. As one
militant unionist said, “the des-
tinies of the rubber workers
would be finally decided by this
third, man—a non-union man,
and his decision would be bind-
ing, as the proposal indicates.”

Moreover, even “individual
workers” and the employers
would "have the right to appeal
to the board, not to mention

“independent  unionists.” No

gtrike could be conducted pend-
ing the .board’s decision.

Labor Has Strong Arms, Too

.Inside the N. Y. Painters’ Union

The following 1is the
first of a series on condi-

tions among painters in
New York and the prob-

lems of militants in the
Painters Union.

Among the industries hardest
hit by the economic crisis tear-
ing at the vitals of the country
since 1929 are those grouped
under ‘the general: heading of
building trades. The
booms of previous years which
gave rise to an aristocracy of
labor 'organized into job-trusts
—better known as the building
trades craft unions: bricklayers,
carpenters, -plumbers, painters,
etc—are gone, never to return

Jagain as long as capitalism ex-

ists. No amount of “pump-prim-
ing,” no amount of artificial
stimulation through paper hous-
ing schemes by the New Deal
messiahs has in the slightest
degree alleviated the sorry con-
ditions in this field. Nor is there
any prospect of genuine improve-
ment—although the majority of
the population lives in squalid
hovels unfit for human existence
—as long as the basis of economy
remains the profit motive rather
than the needs of the masses
of the people.

Building trades unions, pre-
viously basing themselves upon
new construction work, are now
kept alive mainly by alteration
and maintenance work —a field
which "had been left entirely
unorganized before the depres-
sion. Although the unions have
by and large ceased being “job
trusts” and opened their books,
this new field of operation still

.| remiains, in the main, unorga-

nized. x|
Difficulties of Organization

Thus, for instance, in the
painting industry, out of a total
approximating 50,000 men em-
ployed, no more than 11,000 are
members of the Brotherhood of
Painters, Decorators and Paper-
hangers in New York City. The
character of the industry is such
as to make organization extre-
mely - difficult. First, because
there are no plants or areas—
as in other industries—to concen-
trate on. Every building, every
ship, every structure in the city
is a potential shop for the paint-
er. Secondly, painting contract-
ors are so numerous that it is
almost impossible to keep track
of all of them. Anyone who has
a small capital can invest it and
become a painting boss.

Yet, the industry must be or-
ganized if even those meager
union standards that exist in
some shops are to maintained.
For, many hotels, banks, insu-
rance companies, real estate
firmsy—who control the largest
share of maintenance and alte-
ration work in the city—employ
maintenance workers who for a
monthly wage of anywhere from
$60 to $90 do the painting in the
buildings where they work. The
Brotherhood, which has agree-
ments with a number of con-
tractors organized in the Master

buildifig

1. The Painting Industry Today

some independents, has practi-
cally no foothold in the field do-
minated by the hotels, banks,
insurance companies etc.

Effect On Wages

Official union wages are set
in the standard agreement at
$10.50 per 7-hour day. Actually,
wages in union shops range
from $10.50 down to $7 and the
hours from seven up to eight or
moreé per 'day, on the basis of a
bday week. Non-union wages
range anywhere from $3 to $6
per 8-to-10 hour day, on the basis
of a 5l%-to-6-day week. From
these figures, it is not difficult
to see the disastrous effect that
conditions in the unorganized
field have upon actual wunion
standards.

Additional factors that make
enforcement of union conditions
possible only by means of the
strictest union vigilance are: 1.
The tremendous unemployment
which — with its concomitant
misery and desperation —.makes
for the keenest sort of competi-
tion for the available jobs; 2.
the very short season in the
trade, accentuated by unemploy-
ment, reducing the yearly in-
come of the worker who must
find other jobs at any price to
supplement it; 3. close contact
with the employer, because of the
smallness of the shops, foster-
ing rivalry between the workers
for the favor of the boss dur-
ing the slack season—a condi-
tion in which the “kick-back”
flourishes.

Speed-Up Aggravated

The recession which is, of
ourse, a basic problem for work-
ers in general, is further aggra-
vated for the painters by the
nhuman speed-up which increases
in the industry as ‘the crisis
deepens. The mad scramble for
profits and the indifference of
the union leadership has result-
ed in a complete disregard for
the health and safety of the
painter on the job.

Among the many technological
changes that have taken place
in the trade, such as the intro-
duction of new materials proces-
sed in the factory, patent paint
products, ete., all of which multi-
ply over and over again the
hardship of unemployment, the
most dangerous of all is the em-
ployment of the spray-gun. The
use of the spray-gun not only
‘educes considerably the labor
time required, but calls for prac:
tically no skill and moreover,
constitutes a tremendous new
health hazard in a notoriously
hazardous trade. This serious
threat to the very existence of
thé painters and especially, to
union standards, has to date met
only with a lax, do-nothing atti-
tude on the part of the union
leadership. :

Job Competition

Among the union bosses, there
is cut-throat competition on
practically all jobs. The differ-
ence between the high bid and
the low bid varies tremendously.

Painters Association and withMany factors enter into the bid-

ding, but the determining factor
is the wages paid in the shop.
Other factors are chiseling on
the specifications such as apply-
ing two coats of paint where
three are called for, the possi-
bilityy of bribing agents, petty
graft, political pull, etec. The
boss therefore selects from the
painters who come into his em-
ploy those who are willing to
work at less than union condi-
tions . as.a (pliable, permanent
nucleus for his shop.

These conditions created a
body of men who, while members
of the union, are forced by eco-
nomic pressure to be dependent
upon the “good will” of the. boss.
The failure on the part of the
union administration to concern
itself seriously with the question
of protection for the man on the
job brings about the following
situation: the painter who is most
union-conscious, most insistent
that union standards be main-
tained, finds himself at the mercy
of the more backward elements.

The influx into the trade dur-
ing the depression of a great
number of new men, some of
whom have joined the union, and
whose knowledge of the trade is
limited, confronts the union with
new problems. The bosses natu-
rally attempt to use this influx
as a labor reserve for the pur-
pose of lowering wages in ge-
neral. They stress the inadequate
skill of the new men in order
to club them into acceptance of
sub-union standards, and not
without effect.

Favoritism Practiced

The backward elements and a
good section of the newer union
men, who have many potential
militants among them, not only
seek the favor of the boss, but
find it necessary to seek the fa-
vor of the union administration
as well. How the Stalinist ma-
chine in control of the union,
deliberately fosters violations by
the bosses of the agreement,
corrupting the newer union men
through favoritism and vicious
practices, on the one hand, and
strengthening the reactionary,
disintegrating tendencies, on the
other hand—that will be dealt
with in detail in articles to follow.

An examination of the record
of the Stalinist administration in
the union and of the background
on which it has arisen will re-
veal why the first step for the
painters in solving their great
difficulties is the removal of this
scourge from its dominant posi-
tion in the District Council of
the Brotherhood.

YPSL Committees
Will Slug It Out

What promises to be the battle
royal of the impenialist epoch
will take place this Sunday, May
8, at Tibbetts Brook, when the
Y.P.S.L. National Committee
locks horns with the District
Committee in a hot and heaving

the Hitler

By B. J. WIDICK
Labor Secretary, S.W.P.

Traveling through the main in-
dustrial centers of America dur-
ing the past two months, when
seizure of Austria,
the third Moscow trial and the
acute economic crisis weighed
heavily on the minds of the
people, we were afforded an ex-
cellent opportunity to study the
reaction to these significant
events,

In the New England area with
its many “ghost towns,” the main
topic of conversation with union
leaders was the critical situation
in the newly-formed C. I. O.
unions. The hammer blows of the
depression, combined with the
inexperience of the unionists,
was creating havoc in the unions.
Many were falling apart. Wage
cuts, lay-offs and the miseries
of unemployment and insecurity
were facing most of the industrial
workers, six years after they
had backed Roosevelt and the
New Deal as the hope of their
salvation.

Attitude To Trials

A little incident in Philadelphia
illustrated the reaction of the
American workers to the third
Moscow trial. Two workers were
talking about Krestinsky’s repu-
diation of his confession and his
subsequent retraction the next
day.

“Hell, what else would you ex-
pect after the guy spent another
night in Stalin’s jail. You’d talk
plenty, too,” one of the workers
said. Skepticism was prevalent
everywhere, but little real in-
terest was found. The workers
were too occupied with their own
pressing economic problems to
worry much about another trial.

The political situation in
Pennsylvania, complicated by the
C.I.0.-A.F. of L. fight, has

porter told the writer. “Last
summer Governor Earle was our
leader, and now we are supposed
to vote against him,” he said.
It was treason to the C.I.0. to
criticize Earle’s strike-preaking
actions in the Bethlehem strike
a year ago. Now it is treason
if you praise him.

Fight for Existence

The depths of the present
crisis. reflect themselves in the
contrast between the state of the
C.1.0. union movement of one
year ago and today in the Ohio
region. In those earlier days the
name C.I.O. sounded invincible.
The spirit of the workers soared
sky-high, Today the unions are
having a grim fight for existence.
The defeat of the Little Steel
strike and the mass lay-offs in
the Mahoning valley steel region
have been heavy blows. In Salem,
Ohio, one 'steel lodge hf#s main-
tained its strength. Its leader-
ship is militant and progressive.
It is free from Stalinist in-
fluence,

In Akron the impression is
gained that another Goodyear
strike is on. Headlines scream of
the dispute between the United
Rubber Workers and the com-
panies. The radio is filled with
pro or anti-union speeches. Feel-
ing is as tense as during the
critical moments of the Goodyear
strike. The class struggle rages
furiously.

Goodrich threatens to abolish
5,000 jobs unless wage cuts are
accepted. Businessmen demand
that the unions take the cuts.
The rubber workers stand pat.
The bosses cannot understand
why all the anti-union propa-
ganda has not . smashed the
U.R.W.A. Unless one has been
through the strike and sit-down
struggles, it is impossible to
know how wunionism has been
burned into the souls of the gum-
miners in the fires of picket
lines.

‘Workers’ - Control Needed

The rubber workers want jobs,
decent wages, and security. The
industry is only operating at 30
per cent. If it were running full
blast, thousands would still be
unemployed because of techno-
logical advances. TUnions alone
cannot solve the problems. There
is but one answer to the rubber
workers’ problems and most
people are afraid to mention it:
| Workers’ control of production.

In Akron as in Lynn and other
branches where the party’s main
orientation s the trade union
movement, one finds a different
spirit among the comrades. They
are working hard, they feel the

Drip Draper, Stinky Stiler,
Droopy Demby, Swede ZErber,
Mugsy Kracik, Gabby Gould, Oh
Barsh, Popeye Palla, Gugu Gar-
rett.

For the District Committee:

Red White, Boopus Miller,
Toots Jager, Stretch Forster,
Yappy Mason, Milk Bottle, Rip
Rader, Hebe Herman, and Label
Becker.

Meet 10 A. M. at Woodlawn
I.R.T. station If weather is

game of indoor baseball.
For the National Committee:

wet, save rainchecks. No rebates.

one amusing aspect, a railroad |-

IS.W.P. Labor‘ Secretary

Gives Account of Tour

class struggle in their day to
day activities, they drive for-
ward despite many obstacles.
They are confident of the future.
Republic Steel opened a new
plant in Cleveland the week we
were there; 2,000 men will do
the work of 16,000 and the steel
will be of a higher quality in
this modern factory. This ex-
ample illustrates the entire prob-
lem of technological unemploy-
ment facing the union move-
ment.

Characteristics of Detroit

Detroit is the center of three
things today: the auto industry,
the largest number of unemploy-
ed industrial workers in propor-
tion to population, and the most
ambitious program of the Stalin-
ist party in America. The C.P.
is concentrating its leading
forces here in an effort to rule
or ruin the United . Automobile
‘Wiorkers of America. That lead-
ing red-baiter, Richard Franken-
steen, first vice-president, is their
candidate in the battle against
Homer Martin, whose blast
against the C.P. pro-war line
has had a telling effect in the
ranks of the auto workers.

Our party contains some very
fine auto union militants. It has
a great task ahead in this C.1.0.
center. The comrades are work-
ing hard to overcome numerical
weakness. In Detroit, hundreds
and not tens are necessary to
give the working class powerful
leadership.

It was a pleasure to see “new”
faces at the anti-war meetings
the branches held in the middle-
west. A young rubber worker
joined the Y.P.S.L. in Akron
after the rally. Some auto work-
ers attended the Cleveland meet-
ing. A Stalinist militant listen-
ed attentively at the Toledo
meeting.

Stalinists Applaud

Sixty steel workers came to
the Indiana Harbor anti-war
gathering. Plenty of rank-and-
file Stalinists were in the aud-
ience. The C.P. organizer took
the floor.
evening. The C.P. members ap-
plauded our attacks on the C.P.
line!

The entire area around Chi-
cago, heart of industrial Ame-
rica, presented a tragic picture
of the plight of workers under
capitalism. We went to the scene
of the “Little Steel” strike mas-
sacre. One of our comrades still
suffers from wounds sustained
in leading the workers’ defense.
The .union never recovered from
the defeat in that strike. Mass
lay-offs were another blow.
While the finest industrial plants
in the world waste away, hund-
reds of thousands of workers
exist in misery resulting from
unemployment. The S.W.P. has
its roots in a strong shop com-
mittee at a large plant. A young
proletarian branch is active at
Indiana Harbor.

The Stalinists in the United
Electrical iand Radio Workers
in the Chicago region are hav-
ing a tough time these days. Two
locals adopted the anti-war re-
solution of the Minneapolis Cen-
tral Labor Union. Young Chicago
comrades are doing a good job
there.

In Minneapolis

Minneapolis seemed different
than the rest of the country. It
is an exception. The Stalinists
are conspicuous by their absence
from the main stream of the
labor movement. The unions are
still on the march, while else-
where in the country the unions
are at best in strategic retreat.
Wiatch Minneapolis for hot de-
velopments when many union
contracts come up for renewal
next -month. The St. Paul
branch did a real job in the re-
cent primary and is an up-and
comer in party circles.

How did the workers and other
people react to Hitler’s Austrian
coup?. We watched them read
the newspapers intently at the
actory gates before ringing the
clock ecard. In movie houses,
dead silence except for our boo
was maintained as newsreels
showed the Nazi seizure. The
nightmare of another world war
loomed before them. Pacifism
and isolationism are very strong,
conversations with union milit-
ants revealed everywhere, in the
Middle West.
middle-west for political cam-
League has ambitious plans in
Ohio and Michigan for the fall
elections. The League is packed
with Stalinists who fight vicious-
ly every attempt towards inde-
pendent working-class political
action. Advocacy of that slogan
becomes “Trotskyism.”

Our conclusion from the tour
was a simple one: Even greater
emphasis on and attention to the
immediate problems of the Ame-
rican workers and concentration
on activity within the unions
will help build our party along
proletarian lines,

It was an exciting '

While it is a bit early in the

paigning, Labor’s Non-Partisan -
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