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‘-Elsewhere in this issue we publish a review of the struggles
\Vhlch took place in 1948 within the United States and between the
vanous nations. As we enter 1949 it is well to pause and examine
the root causes of this ceaseless strife throughout the world.

. Marx and Engels long ago proved from history that once a
soclal system has exhausted its CAPACITY for expanding produc-
tion, the resulting crisis would plunge civilization into barbarism

unless this system’ gave way to a new and hlg‘her form of social
organization.

: History has likewide demonstrated that. every, ruling class
- ‘which draws its power and special privileges from Qhe prevailing

social system always tries by naked force to prevent the change
to a higher social order.

' These basic historic truths apply with full force to the capitalist
| : ~"_system which has completely outlived its plogresswe functions and
e - now acts as a brdke on production. That is why the world. is now
in a crisis of fierce class struggles within nations and wars be:
‘tween nations. Capitalism must give way to world secialism. which
_-alone is capable of releasing new capacities for production and
~raising- the standards of living and other human relations to a
higher plane. The alternative is endless war, fascism and brutaliza-
' tion of the human race.
 The war of 1914-18 signalled the -death agony of capitalism.
_Humanlty has since been tortured by depression, totalitarian rule
dnd civil wars, culminating in the second and even more devastating
world war.
" Why has mankind failed to achieve socialism? Why, 30 years
—after capitalism’s first world slaughter, do we now stand on the
- brink of ' atomic war whose fearsome consequences no one can
Vpredlct"
__Socialism has not yet been realized in life because of the crisis
. leadershlp in ‘the ranks of ‘the world. working class in ‘which
Marx eoirectly saw the destined gravedigger of capitalism and the
i builder of the coming socialist society. Virtually every mass organ-
ization of workers, racial minorities and . colonial peoples is
* dominated and misled by elements who either sabotage or openly
oppose the revolutionary transformation to socialism.

- In our country these leaders of mass organizations fall into
two main groups. One gang is composed primarily of capitalist-
‘minded union officials who unashamedly support capitalism, finding
justification for their betrayal of the workers undeér the ideological

- leadership of a coalition of capitalist liberals and Social Democrats.

The other gang of misleaders are the Stalinists and their

. fellow-travellers who “falsely parade as revolutionists in order to
~hoodwink the workers into supporting the policies of the Kremlin
bureaucracy. Stalinism has fastened a brutal police rule on the
first workers state and has sabotaged every revolutionary struggle
- throughout the world since Lenin died.

" In order to solve the crisis of humanity the workers must clean
out both of these gangs of misleaders and replace. them with
genuine revolutionists who want to: struggle for socialism and know,
how to do it.

'+ The workers must have leaders who understand that history has
b 1gned capitalism’s death warrant. They must know that there can
“be no collaboration between the cj_apltahst class and. the working
class because their respective interests cannot be reconciled. The
capitalists are seeking, by trickry where they can and b'y violence
‘,where they must, to preserve their privileged position in society
* at ‘the expense of the workers. Attempts at collaboration with the
capitalists only strengthen their hands, prolonging the death agony
of their system and threatening the very survival of civilization.
Nor can there be any political compromise with Stalinism. It
~i§ a deadly cancercus growth upon the labor movement and must be
destroyed. But the task of ridding the world of Stalinism cannot
! be entrusted to the capitalists. They would use their victory over
- -'Stalinism to launch a general assault upon the labor movement in a
“desperate attempt to prolong their rule over the world. As Leon
-Trotsky taught, Stalinism must be destroyed by the working class
as an integral part of its unceasmg struggle against capitalism
and -for socialism.

: True leaders of the working class. must know how to learn
from the lessons of working class defeats, instead of becoming
disoriented and demoralized by temporary setbacks. They must be
imbued with the knowledge that the working class is a mighty his-
toric force, potentially the strongest power in the world. s

The workers must seek leaders who know how to use this great

. power to storm the citadels of capitalism and assure the socialist

.

victory. They must reject all those who go hat in hand to beg a|

few crumbs from the capitalist government.
Central to this task of assuring a correct leadership and program
. for the working class is the task of building the revolutionary
* socialist party. There is only one party of -this type in: the U.S.
" today. It is the Socialist Workers Party, now celebrating its 20th
Anniversary. The SWP bases its program on the fundamental
teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, and takes as its
point of departure the great lessons of the Russian Revolution of
©1917. The SWP applies these teachings to analyze every current
cvent and to offer a realizable program of mass action designed at
' cach stage to speed the attainment of the so¢ialist goal.
The SWP’s firmness of principle was demonstrated by its un-

_wavering refusal to support American capitalism in World War II
The Party stood firm in the face of the combined assault of the
Tebin machine and the Roosevelt administration on its members in
. the Minneapolis Drivers Union and despite the imprisonment of 18
_of its leaders. Although not yet the mass party the SWP is destined
to become, it proved by conductmg a hard-hitting presidential cam-
‘paign in 1948 that it is already a force to be reckoned with on the
‘national political arena. SWP members are to be found in the front
anks wherever workers and nnnouty peoples are str uggling against
_capitalist oppression.

¢ »The dawn of the new year ﬁnds the cold war growing hotter,
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ng driven sky' high, while ¥ threatq of depressmn
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' Charges U.S. Rids

Imperialist Rape
0f Java Republic

NEW YORK, Dec. 22 —
James P. Cannon, National

ers Party, sent today a strongly
worded telegram to the White

the rape ‘of Indonesia by the
Dutch squarely upon the should-
ers of the Truman Admlmstld—
tion.

In his n1es=age Cannon protests
against continued ECA aid to
Holland* and reéminds Truman
that as far back as July 1947,
when the Dutch imperialists were
using American lend-lease equip-
ment against the Indonesians,
the SWP requested: the Ad-
ministration to demand the return
of all these planes, tanks and
guns. But this was not done,
.Cannon's July 1947 telegram
was  “processed - -through” the
State Department. Norman Ar-
mour, Assistant Secretary  of
State, acknowledged at the time
that the Dutch were actually
using lend-lease equipment; that
such use was specifically pro-
hibited by the lend-lease -agree-
ment and that the State Depart-
ment could invoke  this ‘“recap-
ture’”’ . clause, - if it ..so0- desired.
That it refused to do so became

fully disclosed in a ]cngthy coT-
;respondence which: then enqued ;

between Cannon and . the State
Department. Instead;, aid to the
Dutch was continued and even
nugely ‘increased.

Repeating in his December
{948 telegram the demand that
the U. 8. government stop feed-
ing and financing the Dutch
military - machine through the
Marshall Plan, Cannon ‘dismisses
as a face-saving device the
recent - stoppage of ECA ship-
ments- to the Dutch East Indies.
(This affects only $14  millian
out of total ECA allotments to
the Dutch of nearly $300 ‘mil-
lion.)

The full text of Cannon s tele-
gram is printed below.

N

Secretary of the Socialist Work-

ouse, placing responsibility for-|

* White House Shares Guilt in Indonesia, Says SWP

Season’s Greetmgs

NEW YORK, Dec. 22 —
American labor, acting in its
own interests, must vigorously
intervene to support the appeal
of the Indonesian- Republic  for
aid in its struggle against the
Duteh imperialists—this was the
crux of telegrams sent out today
by James P. Cannon, SWIP Na-

materials are being used today
requested you take back the A
. the Dutch colonial despots we

the Dutch imperialists, thus m
are now committing. I again

Dutch imperialists. I ask you

freedom and independence.”

Text of Socialist Workers Party
Telegram to Truman on Indonesia

“The whole - world knows that American money
in its war of enslavement against the Indonesian peoplé. In
July 1947, in the name of the Socialist Workers Party,

the Indonesians. Instead your Administration continued to aid

withdraw all political and ‘material support from the Dutch.
This means not mere suspension of Marshall Plan Aid to the
. Dutch East Indies, but complete suspension of all aid to the

the Indonesian people in their wholly Justlﬁcd struggle for

and
by the Netherlands government

1
merican Lend-Lease equipment
re using at that time against

aking possible the crimes they
call upon you to immediately

instead to extend full aid to

T

tional Secretary, to three of the
most prommenut labor leaders in
the United States: John L. Lewis
of the Miners, Philip Murray of
the CIO and William Green of
the AFL. ‘

In the name of the SWP,sCan-
non called upon organized labor
to protest Washington’s failure
to halt all financial and military
aid which continues to reach the
Dutch in the shape of ECA Shlp-

| ments.

In conclusion, Cannon. pledged
the fullest cooperation. of . the
SWP “in such a campaxgn of in-
ternational solidarity.” .

He propesed that the labor
leaders initiate a nation - wide
campaign to help the Indonesian
cause by beycofting Dutch goods

| and halting all war shipments to|

Holland. )

Full text of identical telegrams
+o Lewis, Murray and Green
follows: ‘

“The Dutch government stands
branded before world -public
opinion’ ‘as a government  of
colonial enslavers and imperialist

butchers. American organized

Labor Urged to Mobmze
All-out Aid to Indonesia

labor cannot afford to stand idly
by while these despots press‘their
war against the Indonesian peo-
ple. The victory of tyrants in
remotest corners of this earth
strengthens the hands of labor’s
enemies here in America, . To
ignore this fact is’ to endanger
the vital interests of the Amerl-
can people.

“Labor must protest the p‘o’hcy
of the Administration in Wash-
ington whereby .the Dutch have
been permitted to use American
loans and -grants and materials
against the Indonesian fighters
for freedom. The Indonesian gov-
ernment has officially requested
the United States governmént to,
‘discontinue rendering American
dollars to the Netherlands under
the European Recovery Program
or otherwise’ and to ‘render its
full political and economic sup-
port to the Republic of Indonesia.’.
The mere suspension of Marshall
Plan. Aid to the Dutch . East
Indies is not enough. All aid to
the Dutch imperialists must be

cut off, as the Indonesians
demand.

‘ ‘nerelv for saymrv that it was
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1917 as a weapon against

: workmg class political mi-

‘norities and opponents of

it militarism and war program
It. was under the Esplonage
Act that thousands of anti-war
ocialists ard labor leaders, in
“ludir'g Eugene V. Debs, werc
“dilroaded ~to " prison by the
Wilson administration in ‘World
War 1. Under this act, persons
were given long prison terms
“profiteers’ war.
Attorney General Tom Clark
' author of the notorious “sub
versive” blacklist that has beer
under fire of labor and liberal
yroups, announced details of the
“roposed bill following a cabine’
meeting at the White House or
Dee. 17, This was the day after
‘Truman told a press conference
1t would be difficult to revise the
| Eispionage Act without violating
zonst tutional liberties under the
 Bill of Rights. .

MENACING REVISION

The chief revision, as disclosed
by - Clark, would - eliminate that
section of the Espionage Act
which now  requires “proof of
intention and motive.” With this|,
clause revoked, the government|,

1npnx0n almost anyone by snnply
some . innocent
“egpionage.” It would not  have
to .prove that, in fact, the ac-
cused was deliberately spying
‘or a foreign power. '

This provision is especially
designed to regularize and
legalize the Gestapo-like methods
of Truman’s “loyalty” purge and
“subversive”  blacklist,  under
which individuals and organiza-
tions are accused and victimized
without a fair and open hearing,
the right to confront and cross-
examine their accusers or to ex-
amine the “evidence” against
them.

. Another revision would legahze
the use of ®evidence secured by
wire-tapping. This would open
every - American home  to the
prying of the FBI or other gov-

of the hysteria aroused by the current spy sea
drafting a bill to “tnghten” the Esplonage A

would be able to frame up and |,

act|

ernment secret agents. Wire-

. TOM' C CLARK

mppmg is, in effe
of search and mvasxo
a  warrant, - specifically
under. the Bill of- ngh
ings .of ‘the highest cour

The . Truman-. Ad :
aiso proposes. to ‘drast:
thestatuté of ~1imi

Supported re
in' the past 1t m1

’l‘RUMAN’S MET
In some respects
révisions go beyo
clus  measures p
Mundt-Nixon “polic
which aroused such a .
opposition last spri
buried in Congre
‘ lruman has heen

method of -conduct
hunt. He propos
of the secret police
the  privacy of 'the
trial without evider :

(See editorial on Page

Kutcher

job" because of his political
views, it was revealed today.

Rights Committee -on Dec. 13,
UAW Secretary-Tleasurer Emil

Health Policies—-Capitalist and Socialist

By Farrell Dobbs

Lack of proper medical care
will caus® 325,000 people to
die needlessly in this country
during 1949.

There is only one doctor for
every 800 people and only half
enough hospital beds for the most
urgent needs. Less than a third
of all counties have some .or-
ganized health service.

To make a bad matter worse,
the military is grabbing doctors
and nurses, snatching hospital
facilities and stockpiling medical
supplies for war.

Because of the high prices
resulting from these . dangerous
shortages, 68 million people in
familjes with incomes
$3, 000 a year are hard pressed
{0 meét the barest medical, needs.
 These shocking facts explain
the .driving force behind the

below {

1to establish health and ‘welfare

funds. They also explain why
Truman saw a chance to catch
votes by promising action to
improve the public health, and
why the administration now feels
compelled to ask Congress for
compulsory health insurance
legislation.

“According to Oscar Ewing,
Federal Security Administrator,
the government proposes to pay
doctor and hespital bills from an
insurance fund and provide |V
disability benefits to offset loss
of wages through sickness. Addi-
ttonal  hospitals and medical
schools would be established and
medical research expanded.

CHANGES NEEDED

Described in those broad terms
the plan sounds ‘pretty good. No
worker will question the respon-
gibility of the government to
take measures for the protection
of the public health.” But when

vou get down to the question,
“Who gets what and how?”
under Ewing’s proposals, there
are plenty of jokers. Here are a
few examples that show why the
labor movement must fight for
drastic revision of the Truman
administration’s health program.

Most of the union health and
welfare funds are financed en-
tirely by the employers, as they
should be. Under the plan an-
nounced by Ewing, the workers
would have to pay an addit’onal
214% tax on their already
qecw}lv taxed wages. People left
aut of the present Social Security
detup, such as agricultural work-
ers and domestic employees,
would not come under the plan.
" The proposed disability in-
curance would pay only “about

the first six months of illness and
would thereafter be “comparable
to -old-age benefits.” Oldtage

“beneﬁts” now awerage about

half” the normal earnings during;

$25 a month
Ewing said he
“how far we can go” in abolish-
ing racial segregation in the
medical field. It will be about as
far as you.can throw a bull by

ties for Negro medical schools,”
which ex'st only because Negroes
are generally barred from white
'schools.

The funds colIected by the
federal governhment would ‘be
divided among the states accord-
ing -to population and administ-
ered through local boards of doc-
tors-and “laymen.”

Who would .the “laymen” be?
Wealthy business men, pompous
judges, - rich lawyers,
backed college professors, up-
and-coming young Junior-Cham-

d’'dn’t know

the tail, because he said part of
the plan was “to enlarge facili-

Moss- |

ber - of - Commerce = hot shots,
muddle-headed preachers, ~and
maybe a housebroken “labor

 statesman” for window dréssing.

There is about as much sense
of justice and feeling of human
compaselon in a gang like that.
as there is pity in a banker’s
cold stare.

AMA OPPOSITION

The administration’s health
program is litle more than a
device for the government to
raise funds which would be con-
irolled by the capitalists.

Nevertheless, the American
Medical Association is howling
that the whole thing is the “first
and most dangerous step in the
direction of complete state social-
jsm.” Supporting the AMA op-
position to Ewing’s pro’posals are
the big drug firms and insurance
companies.

The AMA is ruled with an iron
hand by the House of Delegates,
a clique of rich doctors who think
and act just like Ford and
Rockefeller. They are raising a

(Continued ‘on Page 4)

UAW Support

'NEW YORK, Dec. 22—The International Executwe
of the CIO United Auto Workers at its meeting this -
voted to support the fight on behalf of James Kutche‘,'l
veteran purged from his VA &

In a letter to the Kutcher Civil !1

Maazey announced that t

Simultaneously - it
nounced that Irving . f
CIO Eastern Regional - Du‘e
and chairman of CIO Co
Service Fund, has joined
Kutcher Civil Rights: Comm 4

The case continues
attention in the press :
of the country. Matt Weil
columnist on the Los Ange
Daily News, says that “Kute
has now become a nationa
bol for those protesting the w.
of - witch-hunting.” He also
ports that “Two quiet yo
one with a steel hook: wh
hand used to be, came i
us they’re setting up a
mittee” to aid Kutcher.

The Kutcher: story Wi
prommently featured m ree

Negr weeklies,
Pittshurgh Coul‘ler, ¢
land Call-Post and the

sey Helald News ‘

mclude Loecal 107 of th
Camden; the Hudson C
Council; Local 125 of
Gas, Coke and Chemical Wor
Harrison; Loeal 34 of CIO
and Leather Workers, Hq




where -its loudly-proclaimed eco:
uomic recovery objectives will
cede first place to the revival of
militarisni in Western Europe.

At the close of 1948, top West
European diplomats and generals
met secretly  in  Washingtoh to
draw up a military alliance. With
world-widé - ramifications, There
was no secrét about the obmchve
of this “Atlantic Paet.” It aims
at gearing all the majpr capltal-
ist powers into the' maStér drive’
wheel of the war diachine Wall
Street is assembling:. .

- Latin America saw a serxes of
brazen coups - plotted . by ‘the
militaristic cliques nurtured by
Washington. Successful = plotters
were swiftly recogmied by the
Triman Administration with one
exception, In the case of Vene-
Zuela "the Stdte 'Departnient ap-
> | pears to be waiting for indigna-
. | tion to subsid_e before officially.
fi, | re-named ﬂ.pproving thé. military conspira-,
eihon Act to ‘tors ‘who seized power by force
and violence.

In Gelmany, the We‘;tem POW-

Je seph Hansen

drive o Amerlcan im-

domination
©n 1048.
. wair on the
: kept Europe in
onial and semi-
reactionary re-
by Wall* Street
way.. to power .or
of blood frying to
ations-in revolt

1ﬁcatq0n ‘of the- R1o
eet succeeded in
ﬂle Latm Ameh-

domestxc policy.. They hold  key
government posts and dominate
the White House. They. have
powerful spokesmen in Corigress
and tun one of the most power-
ful unofficial lobbies in Waghing-
ton. Their t'ghtening grip on the
country’s educational institutions
was. symbolized in 1948 by the

3 lop‘ during 1.948.
Europe arising from
a agamst the Soviet
lizéd to whip up
e after -another.
red to further entrench

~caste, increase €X-|inctallation of General Eisen-
‘es for ‘armaments and | hower as head of ~Columbia
nsify the drive to Prussianize University. ‘

As the year closed with 115
willion men in the. Armed Forces;
Truman was again preparing t¢
nress for Universal Military
Training of the youth under con-
trol of ‘the totahtarlan mmded
officer caste.

The . trend = is unmistakablef
American imperialism is delibera-
tely shaping a military c¢aste on
the model of “Prussian Germany
This means that in America as
in Germany the officer corps will
become increasingly dangerous tec
democmcy, serving as a focus
for the totalitarian infection,

Truman’s budget demands in
1948 were. mainly designed to
.| speed the transformation of
America into a gigantic military
camp. The President asked six
timeg as much. for war prepara-
tions in 1949 as he did for human
needs and 17 times as much for
'atom bomb development as for
housing.

ch, for. instance, the Tru-
ministration gave the im-
i it was ready to plunge
a into. war following- the
ist . seizure ~of power in
akia and the prospect
alinists might score an

elped - the militarists
law through Congress
etime, conseription a bare
ears after the ,end of

rass ‘control -bhe State
and in' sich stra-

Wer. on the home front.
-'zrthev’ exercise a bane~

Dnve for World Dommunon
~ Heightens Fear of Atomic War

brs foved ahead methodically
with their. plan . to set up a
puppet government to niobilize
Geérman industry and manpower

USSR.  They brazenly
formey Nazis for key posts.
Moscow coufitered© w'th  the
Berlin blockade. and- the: ‘organ-
ization..of a puppet Berlin city
administration. These moves fol-
lowed persistent - rumors that
Stalin sought a deal in “which

uned

join Wall Street in putting Hown
vevolutionary movements of the
working  people
both régimes.

In France, American imperial-
ism  encouraged the  would-be
fascist dictator de Gaulle -and
hacked the Queuille regime in
smashmg‘ a mine sir xke fox higher
v\'ag(‘
~ Fascist dictator Frahco of
Spain- received warm character
vecommendations © from leading
Democrats and Republicans as
the militarists moved o include
this butcher as an ally.

Im two countries, Washington’s
n_ltra reactlonaty foreign pol'ey
cuffered serious setbacks.
Truman Administration asSigned
Ameérican officers. to every im-
vortant unit of the Greek Royal-
ist. Army- to direct the sup-
vression of all resiStance to the
nuppet Glucksberg dynasty. At
the "end of the year, lLowever,
Fruman had to confegs lack of
suceess.

Similarly in (‘hmfl the people
have vrisen against the veac-
*ionary Chiang Kai-shek dictator-
<hip even though the U. S. State
Department approved of his
despotic rule sufficiently to give
him $2 billion g‘nce V-J Day.
Chiang’s debacle was likewise 2
debacle for Washington’s policy
of blood and iron in China.

The only hope of averting an-
other war lies in the growth of
the revolutionary soc'alist move-
ment. In this respect 1948 was
highly encouraging. The Fourth
International, the world party of
socialist revolution founded by
Leon Trotsky, held its  Second
World Congress. Approximately
50 delegates, representing 22 or-
ganizations in 19  countries.
deliberated on the problems as-
sociated w'th the struggle against
imperialist war.

This Congress demonstrated the
capacity of Trotskyism to survive
the most ferocious persecution
and adverse circumstances. With
areat revolutionary tides already
moving in the Far East, the per-
spective facng the Fourth In-
ternational at the end of 1948

was the brlghtest in its hlstmy

pmved that was the Ne. 1 faxry
tale of the year. Althcugh Tru-
man is boss of the armed:forces,
he refuses to end segregation
there. Whatever changes he has
made there or anywhere else have
all been kept within the frame-
work ‘of the Jim Crow system.
’| The same goes for the’ decisions
of the Supreme Court, on which
s0 many Negro leaders stake all
their hopes for obtaining justice.

most prbmising
in the field of

Thus, after the Court’s decision
on Ada Sipuel Fisher, Negroes
are still segregated m education.
After the Couft’s restrictive
covenant decision, Negroes are
still kept from buying or renting
homes solely because of their
color. After the Court’s ruhngs
against the white primary,
Negroes are still barred from the.
ballot in most Southern “states.

The record of Congress is even
more barren. Lynchings con-
| tinue and this year, just as in all
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ureaucratlcally, refused to
‘ginize the Negro people
4. program of struggle
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nts since then have
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‘| to the Negro

*\ast years, no 1vnche1 was con-
victed or punishéd for his erime.
Job discrimination flourishes even
in states where local FEPC laws
ex'st. Rosa Lee Ingram and her
children still languish in prison
even though mass préssure saved
them from the chair. “The more
things change, the more they are
the same.” In mést respects this
French proverb neatly describes
the relationship betveen Negroes
and American capitalist society
today.

Like the working class geneér-
ally in 1948, although perhaps to
4 lesser extent, the Negro peo-
ple remained in the grip of
illusions about the Democratic
Party and particularly about its
liberal wing. This was the year
of the Big Wind in the sphere
of civil rights, and as it ends
many Negroes still think, or
hope, that some real benefits may
be blown their way. Little pro-
gress on a-mass scale can be ex-
pected in the Negro struggle
until these illusions are destroyed.

Destroyed they will be, and
sooner than most people realize.
Because, in spite of everything
the ‘Negro leaders ,and liberal
Democrats will do to keep these

iilusions alive, capitalism cannot

offer more than surface reforms
masses, because
equality for the oppressed Negro

.| minority can never be obtained

in this country without a revo-
lutionary reconstruction’ of the
nation’s economic and social

| systems. The Negro masses will

learn this faet through their own

1 experience. -

This educational process will be
hastened in 1949 if the politically
advanced Negroes persist in éx-
posing the role of the liberal
peoliticians and in mobilizing the
Negro masses to make the Demo-
crats deliver on their campaign

promises without any delay.

foi the projected invasion of the!

the Kremlin bureaucracy would|

dangerous  to !

The:

~the country will move with ever

and, as the capitalist commen-
b

]obless Vet Would Sell E ye

Big. Business prospered in 1948, but by Christihas time job-
less Navy veterafi Anthony Navarino had reached the point where
he was offering to sell an eye for $10,000. Above, the Navarino
family huddles around stove in its cold-water flat in Paterson, N.J.

By John F. Petrone

finds it profitable to: bé known
‘as Honest * John; the capitalist
politicians devoted a great deal
of time and attention in 1948 to
speeches and promises about eivil
lxghts while 4t the same time car-
rying thrOUgh the biggest witch-
hunt in modern American his-
tory.

This witch- hunt extended into
all fields, was executed at all lev-
els in the government and threat-
ened the democratic rights of all
the working people. The White
Touse and Congress differred over
the method, but not the objective,
of intimidating the masses.

The administration’s “loyalty
purge got under way in real earn-
est. The case of Jamés Kutcher,

membership - in  the . Socialist
Workers . Party, was: the most

_organized resistance.
were  dismissed. - or

aroused
Hundreds

‘had read anti-capitalist literature
or favored: the abolition of racial
discrimination; thousands more
are still being investigated.

.. The department of Justice
strengthened the implementation
of its/ arbitrary “subversive”
blacklist, denying tax exemptions
to ‘all groups on- the list, even
those that obviously were non-
political, like the American Com-

lief. It categorically rejected the
demand of the SWP for a public

itsélf against the ‘“subversive”
charges. It took the initiative in
securing the indictment under the
Smith Act of 12 Communist Par-
. |ty leaders whose trial is sched-
uled to begin next month.

CONGRESS’ SHARE

. Thé House Un-American Com-
mittee continued its persecution
of individuals and organizations
and obtained a long list of “con-
tempt’” . convictions. Congress it-
self held up enactment of the
Mundt-Nixon ‘“Police-State” Bill
to outlaw the Stalinist ‘and other
parties, but it is sure to be re-
introduced in the next Congress.
Congress refused to pass a single
civil rights bill.-

The Supréme Court cooperated
by refusing to hear any of the
“contempt” case appeals, It also
put its blessing on the legality

Like the confidence man who |

Newark legless veteran fired for'
dramatic and one of the few that |

forced to resign because they ]

mittee for European Workers Re-

hearing at which it could defend

CIVIL RIGHTS LYNCHED

of .restrictive covenants while

barring their enforcement by theé
courts.

The Immxgratlon Department
speeded up-its’ moves to deport
scores of Stalinists and active
unionists. The State Department
barred visas to opponents of the
bipartisan foreign policy both at
home and . abroad.

Since it was an election year,
both the harsh election laws and
corrupt election boards were util-
ized freely to bar from the ballot
candidates: of minority parties,
and in some cases even maJor
party candidates.

Administrators of the peace-
time draft sought and secured
.convictions  of conscientious ob-
jectors.

““Liberal” government officials
like . Lilienthal of the Atomic
Energy Commission, who had re-
cently ‘been subjected to reac-
tlonary inquisition himself, join-

hibiting strikes in atomic plants
and taking . steps to. bar from
‘such plants all unions that refused
to sign- Taft-Hartley yellow -dog
affidavits.

PRIVATE INDUSTRY TOO

The same practices were ex-
tended into private industry at
the connivance of the brass hats
when Herbert Lewin and Frank
Carner were fired from the West-
ihghouse plant in Philadelphia
because of their political views.
Although a militant strike by
UE Local 107 won their reinstate-
ment, they are still barred from
so-called sensitive departments

ernment was widely imitated out-
side of the government as local
officials and the press whipped up
reactionary hysteria. Wallace and
his - supporters  were attacked,
meeting. halls ‘were. denied for
political or educational rallies,
professors were ‘fired for daring
to “express  unorthodox - political
sympathies and in one case a man
was even prevented from reading
his poems at a public meeting.
Assaults on civil liberties have
always gone hand-in-hand with

The events of ‘1948 prove that
World War III will be no ex-
ception. Behind the lie that it will
be a war against ‘“totalitarian-
ism” abroad, the capitalist rulers
are already laying the foundations
of a military-police dictatorship
at home.

ed in ‘the hunt this year by pro:

And what was done in the gov- |

preparations for imperialist war..

By Joseph Keller

American capitalism’s two-
party system of political rule

| received serious shocks. in"the

past year, but reémains virtually
intact thanks to the timely repair
work of the old- lme uhion- lefxd-
ers,

Prior to the natlonal political
conventions, the sentiment for<a
labor party was mounting. The
Democtratic. Party . was in dis-
repute  and torn with intérnal
dissénsion, ~while - Truman had
earned the contempt of millions
of -workers through his brugal
strikebreaking. The “Republican
“Party bore the sugma of avowed
reaction. :

Henry Wallace, the milliondire
political adventurer, had, split off
a section of the Demo’c‘ratic Teft-
Wwing -over the -question of how
best ~to .deal with Stalin in the
interests of American imperials
ism. Aware of the widespread
disgust with both major parties,
Wallace, with the Stalinists as
his ‘chief supporters, set up a
‘| third  party devotéd to “pro-
gressive” capitalism and posing
as the anti-war party.

At the Democratic convention,
the ultra - reactionary  “white
supremacist” right-wing walked
out and subsequently set up the
so-called States Rights
with strong bases in geveral
Southern states and an outright
fascist program.

OPPORTUNITY LOST

, The labor movement was con-
fronted with a magnificent op-
portunity to set'up a labor party
and run its own candidates with
every possibility of getting
tremendous support in its very
first campaign. But the capital-
ist-minded union leaders, CIO
and "AFL, brushed this oppor-
tunity aside.

At first they tried to get a new
and less discredited candidate to
offer the workers. They freely
predicted Truman’s defeat if

‘dealmgq with® Stalin.

Party,

Two- Party Rule Recewed Shocks, -
' But Union Leaders Reswed It

nommated But when Tluman
won the nomination, most of the
tnion leaders announced their
sapport for the greatest presi-
dential stvikebreaker in Ameri-
can history.

Truman campaigned in the
most demagogic fashion, promis-
ing repeal of the Taft-Hartley
Act, housing, civil rights, ete.
The Wallaceites complained he
was “stealing” their program, in-
cluding Wallace’s single - plank
fureign policy sof : “man-to-man”
The union
leaders, primarily through CIO-|
PAC and the newly-formed AFL
Labor’s Political Edueation
League, spent millions in Tru-
man’s behalf, .

SWP CAMPAIGN

The most  sighificant event of
the election canipaign, however,
way tlre emergence of the Ameri-
can Trotskyists — the Socialist
Workers Party .— as a national
political factor. After,20 years
preparation, the SWP entered its
first national election campaign,
with Farrell - Dobbs and Grace
Carlson as its presidential and
vice-presidential candidates.

For the first time in nearly
three decades, the authentic voice
of international revolutionary
socialism summoned the Ameri-
can workers in a. presidential
election campaign. Millions who
had never heard of the SWP,
learned for the first time of the
existence of a genuine Marxist
party, opposed to the Kremlin-
puppets of the Communist Party
and the fake-socialist party of
Norman Thomas.

Despite small forces and finan-
cial poverty, .the SWP placed
the Dobbs-Carlson ‘ticket on the
ballot in 11 states. By dint of
much pressure, the SWP obtained
six national broadcasts and: a
number of local broadecasts. The
SWP candidates campaigned for
the. establishment of a Workers
and Farmers Government to end
the threat of imperialist war dand

society. When the
ended, the SWP had won fecogni-

socialist left of American polmcs

.\!‘_I‘ER NOV. 2

Truman won an
victory by a plurality, although
he failed to gain a popular
majority of all votes. cast. The
support of the unions proved
decisive,

The workers, deprlved by the -
union leaders of the chance. to
vate for a party and eandidétes
of their own, by and large voted.
for Truman as the “lesser evil”
to Dewey, who openly endorsed
the Taft-Hartley Act.

In this”indirect and misguided
tashion, the workers overwhelm-.
ingly demonstrated their opposi--
tion to reaction. The  arrogant
Republicans,- who had. misjudged

set-back that has inspired a crisis
"in their ranks.

The Wallace movenient, tainted
with Stalinism and lacking a real
labor base, suffered a debacle.
Many .of _ its
elements are deserting it, leav-
ing the Stalinists as the harden-
ed core
Party.

Some union leaders lke Waltel
Reuther had talked about a third

labor
Peoples Front-type coahtlon with,
the Truman forces.

Like its Stalinist-inspired Euro-
pean prototypes, this coalition is
highly unstable.

peasmg Big Business and resum-
ing full force his
warmongering program. In the
next period, Truman and - his
party will- expose. themselves
completely. The .- workers - will
push forward toward class poli-
tical action. Their pressure will
split the new coalition and place
on the order of the day the build-

fascism and to build a socialist

ing of labor’s own class party.

By Art Preis

Ammerican ‘labor in 1948 suf-
fered -a  government-employer
pincers attack — rising prices
that slashed real. wages and the
Taft-Hartley Act that crippled
the ability of the unions to fight
back. ;

In the spring, the CIO cam-
paigned for third-round wage in-
creases. This drive was serious:
ly weakened at the start by Philip
Murray’s declaration that under
no c¢ircumstances would his steel
union strike. No coordinated CIO
wage. fight was organized.

The CIO Packinghouse Work-
ers lost a bitter two-month strike
against the “Big Four” meatpack-
ers. Local police and national
guards assaulted picket lines.
Three -pickets were killed ' by
strikebreakers, Local judges hand-
ed out anti-picketing injunections
left and right. On May 24, after
‘Truman’s “fact-finding” commis-
sion backed the employers’ offer,
.the packinghouse workers voted
to accept employer terms.

“ The Chrysler workers, in a de-
termined strike, broke the wage
log-jam in May with a 13-cent in-
crease. This was followed by set-
tlements in Ford, GM, electrical

equipment, rubber and steel. Five

UNIONS FACED 2-PRONGED ATTACK
OF TAFT-HARTLEY ACT, INFLATION

presidents of Flint GM . locals,
who initiated the auto wage cam-
paign, proposed the cost-of-living
gliding wage scale. A sliding-
scale clause was included in the
new GM contract, While this
clause had serious flaws, it did
boost GM wages 14-cents an hour
by July.

T-H ACT ENFORCEMENT

Truman and his National Labor
Relations Board zealously enfore-
ed the Taft-Hartley Act. In May
Truman blocked a scheduled rall-
road strike by injunction and
army seizure. Injunctions were
slapped on CIO maritime work-
ers, AFL atomic workers and
AFL longshoremen.

The AFI. International Typo-
graphical Union and the United
Mine Workers <pearheaded the
fight against the Taft-Hartley
Act. The ITU 'was hit by a far-
reaching NLRB-sponsored injunc-
tion in February, aimed princi-
pally at its strike agamst all
Chicago daily papers, now in its
second year. In April, 350 OOD soft
coal miners, defying an injune-
txon, won their demand for wage
increases and retirement pensmn
Their threat to shut the mines

indefinitely prevented imprison-
ment of John L. Lewis, but Fed-

As 1948 draws to a close,
American capitalism is getting
‘another attack of the jitters.
‘The chronic ihstability of the
profits system is nppearing
cpenly again in the pre-Christ:
mas decline in retail sales, the
dip in employment, the shakiness
of the price structure.

Bankers and industrialists are
looking to the government to keep
them on their feet with another
and bigger inflationary shot in
the arm of vastly increased arms
spending. During the coming year

greater speed toward a per-
manent war economy—the sole
hope cap talism now has to stave
off economic erisis and depression.

During the past year the eco-
nomy was shored up by mdre
than $20 billion of government
expenditures for war prepara-
tions, including sums for the
U.S8. armed forces and “foreign
aid.” The results have been to
inflate prices of consumers goods

tators put it, “to drive the con-
sumers out of the market.”

CHRONIC ILLNESS

That the ruling ecapitalists and
their government have no way to
cure the chronic illness of their
system, which fluctuates between
the fever of inflation and the
coma of depression, is indicated
in a statement issued on Dec. 12
by the Credit Policy Commission
of the American Bankers Asso-
ciation. In a review of economic
conditions, representing the views
of 310 leading bankers from all
areas, the commission said:

“In reality we may be at an
economic crossroads. A turn one
way can mean a continued in-
flationary spiral; a turn the other
way can bring a recession. Strong
inflationary and equally powerful
disinflationary forces are ac-
tively struggling for dominance.
The future picture is somewhat
uncertain.”

How decisive the question of
war spending has become for

U.S. MOVES TO PERMANENT WAR ECONOMY

indicated by C. F. Hughes, busi-
'ness columnist of the N. Y. Times,
‘who wrote on Dec, 19 that “once
again it becomes necessary to
qualify the business future by
stating that military require-
ments may prove to be the
determining factor.” He riotes
that “in the sag that developed
in the late spring of 1947 it
was the Marshall Plan first of
all that staved off depression.
And “early this year the Russian
crisis quickly overcame the in-
fluencé of the commodity slump.”

But the more than $20 billien
Washington spent on war pre-
parations this past year provided
only a temporary prop. The
spread ‘between the buying power
of the masses—which provides
the greatest market for the out-
put of the economy—and produc-
tion and prices has grown greater
and greater.

DIVISION. OF WEALTH,
The true process that has taken

|

American capitalist economy is

 time peak in 1944,

‘atomic war. This altérnative ¢an:
| key to:successful . labor:

péople take over ' the ,nat'on S
productwe system and set u the :

and at a swifter pdce in 1948—
is shown in the figures of p1oﬁts
prices and wages. Between 1945
and the present, prices rose
35.2%; profits, 234.59%; and
wages only 23.19%.

In terms of the division of na-
tional income, the share of wage
earners fell from 67.69, in
1945 to 61.2% in 1948. During
the same four years, corporate
profits rose from 4.8% to 9.1%
of the national income. In the
third quarter of this year, re-
ported corporate profits were
running at annual rate of 211,
hillion — nearly double the all-

The reaction of the capitalist™
class to the economic trends of
1948 shows that it has no other
perspective but to plunge America
mmto a catastrophic depression or

be avmded only if the. workmg

eral Judge Goldsborough extort-
ed a $1,420,000 “contempt” fine.

The Taft-Hartley Act msplred
fratricidal warfare inside the un-

ers, taking advantage of the “non-
communist” oath clause,. raided
non-complying unions and sent
scabs through picketlines. Daniel -
J. Tobin and his lieutenant, David
Beck, used AFL teamsters to
help smash the 144-day IAM
strike at
Seattle. »

In November East and West
Coast shipping was tied up. The

drive. On the Atlantic coast, the
first general = AFL longshoré
strike, which began as a revolt
against a -contract sell-out by
ILA President Joseph Ryan, ‘won
substantial gains.

CP DRIVEN BACK .

It was a year of dlsaster for
the Stalinists in the CIO. ' The
Murray machine waged a smash-
ing offensive against the Stalin~
ists, climaxed at the CIO con-
vention last month when the CI0
Executive Board yanked the char-
ter of the Stalinist-controlled
Greater New York CIO Coundil
and took authority to intervene
in Stalinist-dominated unions. The
Stalinists were voted out of power

National
Transport Workers Union.

The AFL and CIO post-election

imperialism’s war program. The
AFL leaders endorsed ‘anti-labor
revision of the Wagner Aect. The
CIO - leaders strengthened their
bureaucratic powers.

CONGRESS OF LABOR

anti-Stalinist
leadership, are developing to
challenge the old-line —conserva-
tive bureaucrats. Such groups
have made considerable progress
in both the auto and rubber un-
ions.

| union proposal of the year was
the ITU convention’s resolution
calling for a National Emergengy
Congress of Labor, representing
all unions; to forge a united labor
front to smash the Taft-Ha tlg
Act: This proposal remdins

n-:the coming year: for. uni
tional: repeal of the T
ty

place since the end of the war— |

La

rlanned economy pf,socaahs

campaxgn ‘

tion as the genuine revolutionary -

unexpected

the times, suffeved 4 dlséstljouq :

ex - Democratic

inside the Progréséive %

party “after the elections.” They
have ceased such talk now. The |
leaders have effected a -

Truman is al-
ready hedging on promises; ap-

militarist

ion movement. Some union:leéad-

Boeing Aircraft in ‘

CIO maritime strike on the west"
coast defeated a union-smashing -

in two of their key bases, the
Maritime Union and

conventions were turned into red- -
baiting *demonstrations for U. S,

Genuine progressive groupings, .
in program and

The outstandmg prog*ressxve
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“Reactionary epochs like .ours not - only disintegrate and
weaken the working class and its vanguard biut also lower the
general ideological level of the movement and throw political
thinking back to stages long since passed through. In these
. conditions the task of the vanguard is above all not to let it-
self be carried along by the backward flow: it must swim
agamst the current. If an unfavorable relation of fortes pre-.
vents-it from holding the positions that it has won, it must
at least retain its ideological positions, because in them is
expressed the dearly paid experience of the past.”

A

— Leon Trotsky, Stalinism and Bolshevism, 1937.

LENIN

_ TROTSKY

, ClO President ‘Philip Murray has called
on the leaders of the AFL and Railroad
Brotherhoods to meet with the CIO in a
joint legislative conference “as quickly as
possible.” The
would be “to coordinate our efforts in sup-
p01t of a common program of legislative
meastres; for the 81st Congtess, and of agree-
ing . in. principle upon the necessaxy means
to 1mplement such a program.’

This call is timely and urgent. In Just a

few days Congress will be in session. It.

is a Congress overwhelmingly dominated by
ann‘labor elemnents, both  Demaocratic and
Republican. Unless labor is fully mobilized
and set into action, it will get little or nothing
from- the new Congress,

‘Labor “in the past years repeatedly has
paid a heavy price for its dependence on
capitalist politicians and the Big Business-

controlled Congress to act in the interests

of the workers. By now labor has had enough
bitter experience to understand that it can
gain from the government only what it fights
for in united fashion.

Had the unions joined in united labor ac-
tion during the 79th and 80th Congresses
“ there would have been a different story to
tell today. For one thing,. we would not be
fighting for repeal of the Taft-Hartley Law—
there would have been .no such law.

- Not so many years ago the Mikado’s legions
;marched through Asia, bombing, stxaﬁng,
enslavmg the  helpless people there. Then
~came World War Il with its lying slogans
that it was being fought to bring democracy

_ to the whele. world, pcuuculzuly the -Asian-
~ and African peoples. What a mockery all this

must seem to the Indonesians whose cities

~and farms are being right now bombed and

shelled by the legions’of Dutch imperialism!

Everybody knows how. bitterly the rulers
-of ‘the U.S. opposed Japan’s conquests in
‘Asia and what a role this played in draogmu
this country into the last war. Today it is

.common knowledge that behind the rape of

Indonesia are American dollars and sup-

‘plies. What is less well known is the full

extent of this backing.
Here is the story that cold ﬁoules tell

‘(source the N. Y. Times, Dec. 22)—

:.Received to date in Holland under

the ECA $298,000,000
Received to date in Indonesian ' _
~_possessions 61,000,000
Recewed under Lend-Lease dur-
: mg: war “ 247,000,000
" Export-Import Bank Credits 300,000,000
i Total $906,000,000
’Current Duteh Military Budget :
550,000,000 guilders $207,000,000
U S. Aid to Republic of Indonesm Nothing

Here is proof positive that the Dutch war

~of conquest in Indonesia has been financed—
“not just in part but ALL of it—with Ameri-
_can resources.

Labor and liberal orgamzatlons have ap-

kipealed to Truman to halt his infamous

“loyalty” purge among government workers
.and tear up his notorious political blacklist
of ‘subversive” organizations.

The recent CIO national convention

-adopted a strong resolution denouncing the
.t government

witch-hunt and  specifically
. demanding abolition of Truman’s Executive
Order 9835 which initiated the pmge and
blacklist.

Scandalous violations of civil rights like
the victimization of James Kutcher, legless
Newark veteran fired from his government
job for membership in the Socialist Workers

_Party, have aroused wide-spread protests.
~ For the most part these protests have come

from. unions, veterans groups and civil rights
organizations which support Truman poli-
tically. @

 The Trumanite union leaders and liberals
tnghtly fear that a continuation of such
ages will cast disrepute on the Truman
inistration—and on themselves as hls
porters.

aim of such a .conference

Truman has\ ngen hlS ansWer to these ap-

For a Congress of Labor

Already Truman is Legmnmo to dissipate
the illusion his pre- -clection promises created.
He is now “talking soft” to the Big Busi-
ness interests, making conciliatory gestures
toward the most reactionary wing of his own
party and hedging on his key promises like
unconditional repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act,
for which he is proposing a substitute anti-
labor law of his owh.

Some of his most ardent supporters in the
labor movement are showing signs of un-
easiness. Jacob Potofsky, ptesident of the

ClO Amalgamated Clothing Workers, last

week at the New York State CIO convention

felt impelled to publicly warn Truman and -

the Democrats that the CIO is  “not a tail
to anyone’s political kite,” that “we of labor
will not rely on faith alone. We will be
watching, and we will not permit any going
back on plomlses that have been made during
the campaign.’

Labor will have to do more than merely
watch, though. It will have te act. The union
leaders, in response to Murray’s call, should
meet and jointly summon rank and file

- representatives of all the unions in a mighty.

United Congress of Labor, to convene in
Washington, D. C.) ready and waib'ting on
the very doorsteps of the 81st Congress the
moment its sessions begin. -

The Marshall Plan and Indonesia

The Socialist Workers Party has demanded
that the Truman Administiation immediately
cut off all further ECA payments to Holland,
and not merely to the Dutch. East Indies.
The SWP Has further called upon the
organized labor movement to launch a can
paign of sohdarlty with the Indonesian free-
dom fighters. It is unquestionably the duty of
every worker to back these proposals to the
hilt.

But at the same time, something more. must -
be done. It must also be recognized that the

use to which the Dutch imperialists have put
American aid is by no means an isolated
instance.  Whose money; by the hundreds of
millions, has been spent in support of the
bloody Greek monarchy? Haven’t funds from
the same source sustained the reactionary
Turkish regime? Chiang Kai-shek, the hang-
man of Chinese workers and peasants, is so
discredited that even his closest henchmen
are now turning away from him. Yet billions

of dollars have been poured out -in support

of his rule. *
Such is the real pattern of which the case

of Indonesia forms.a component part. The

ECA billions have gone for the purposes we
have enumerated, and not to feed the starving
peoples of the world, as has been so cynically
pretended. And it is in the light of all this,
that American workers must now reconsider
the decision of the official union leadership
to support the foreign policy of the Truman
Administration, particularly the Marshall
Plan.

‘Truman ancl ClVlI Rights.

hunt and give them the sanction of law.

He preposes to regularize and legalize the
Gestapo-methods of his purge and blacklist
by revising the Espionage Act. This revision
will include the elimination of “proof of in-
tention or motive” In securing convictions of
accused persons; the acceptance of wire-tap
evidence and other practices hitherto held
illegal and a violation of Constitutional
rights. In short, Truman aims to make per-
manent those very methods against which
many Trumanite labor and hbeml groups
have so strongly protested.

Do we need any further proof of the
hollowness of Truman’s pre-election promises
to protect civil rights? Do we need any
further evidence of how misleading and false
was the claim of the union leaders and liberals
that a vote for Truman was a vote for civil
liberties?

A vote for Truman was, in fact, a vote
for his reactionary warmongering program
which-is the very basis for his assdult on
civil rights. His" proposed revision of the

Espionage Act has no other purpose but to

roylde the government with a deadlier
‘to. sxlence all opponents of the bi-
an war program. Anyone who continues
urge rehance‘ on Truman to safeguard
nghts

B4

is < consciously deceiving the

owthe Allied Imperialists E
The “Four Freea oms to n

By Joseph Hansen

The Dutch imperialists say their var against the Repubhc

of Indonesia is not a war of colonial conquest but a
It is not designed, they claim,

2

action.
freedom, but to clear the road
for its triumph.” They are not
slaughtering a defenseless peo-
ple, but simply,
wave 'pf ~murder, arson, kidnap-
ping and looting” that was being
plotted in secret by the Indone-
sians. And if they planned their
altruistic enterprise in the dark

‘of the night, timed it to catch

the Indonesian government un-
awares and the United Nations
adjourned, and had their para-
troopers, bombers, tanks and ar-
tillery spring it without the
slightest warning, it was only
with. the humanitarian objective
of “saving hves ” .

Were more cynical lies ever
broadcast by Goebbels to smoke-

 screen a Nazi blitzkrieg? If they

hang Tojo and the foul Nazis for
their crimes against humanity,

what should be done with the

Dutch imperialists?

The U. S. State Department
squirmed Dec. 18 when the Dutch
colonial despots, just seven days
before Christmas, pulled a Pearl
Harbor- attack on the three-year-
old republic and seized govern-
ment -officials of the Indonesian
people. How allay public indigna-
tion. over this stab in the back
so obviously patterned on Axis
tacties in World War II?

ROLE OF U. S.

The State Department is now
publicly trying to unload respon-
sibility. To ihdicate displeasure
with Dutch tactics, Marshall Plan
aid to the Dutch East Indies was
stopped and the UN asked to is-
sue another order to “cease fire”
and withdraw to previous truce
lines. -

No doubt the Truman Admini-
stration favors less violent sup-
pression of the struggle of the
Indonesian people for independ-
ence, A deal appeared feasible.
'The Indonesian capitalists had in-
dicated in every way possible
their willingness to serve. as
agents for Western imperialism,
asking nothing in return but due

.consideration for their own 'in-

terests. Up to the last minute, the
Indonesian Government offered
more concessions. Yet the Dutch
imperialists arrogantly brushed
all this aside and resorted to their

« ') favorite instrument of colonial

policy, the naked sword.

Despite passing tactical differ-
ences with the Dutch rulers, the
fact remains that the Truman Ad-
ministration shares full guilt for
the drive to crush the Indonesian
freedom fighters. The record
proves this to the hilt.

The Indonesian Republic came
out of the underground struggle
against the Japanese occupation.
When World War II ended, the
Indonesian people took in good
faith the proclamations of the
Allies that they were fighting for
“four freedoms.” They acted on
the wartime promise of the Dutch
Government to grant them free-
dom. They felt that surely the
United States would recall its
own struggle in 1776 against
colonial despotism and come to
thelr aid. On Aug. 17, 1945, they
proclaimed their independence.

Against the tide of freedom
that swept through the 72,000,000
people of Java and the other is-
lands of the Dutch East Indies,
the distant Netherlands govern-
ment was utterly helpless. But

the Dutch tyrants had powerful

>

friends.

Within a month, the British
fleet moved against the Indone-
sian Republic. The Japanese were
told not to hand authority to In-
donesia. British .troops stormed
ashore to seize key ports. Up went
the Union Jack, the Netherlands
Tricolors and the Stars. and
Stripes. - ‘

Here is how the Nov. 24, 1945,
Militant analyzed the events:

| “The objective of the British is

deadly clear. They intend to
smash the independence move-
ment. They intend to reinstate
the Dutch slavemasters. They in-
tend to prevent above all the
spread of the Indonesian uprising
to the colonial lands’ still in the
grip of London.

“Washington 1is backing the
British and Dutch. American
arms, American ammunition,
American military supplies are
pouring into the hands of the
British and Dutch imperialist
troops. American ships are hast-
ening fresh contingents of sol-
diers to battle the Indonesian
people.

. “Thus are the fair promises of
the Atlantic Charter finding their
true expression in the smoking

J ruing and bloody streets of In-

donesia’s cities.”

Once-the key coastal cities were
taken, the British -withdrew and
the Dutch carried on. They put
a tight blockade on Indonesia to

“preventing a

'Attention, Youngstown!
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every Tues. at 8 P, M.
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'

‘ternational . General Eleetric. -

“police
“to crush Indonesian

prevent arms from getting in and
goods from getting out. Then
they methodically built up their
strongholds and moved forward
according to the time-honoréd

technique of colonial conquerors, !
'making promises of peace to win

truces and obtain withdrawals of
the Indonesians,
truces to comsolidate new posi-
tions from which to launch fresh
attacks.

The Truman Administration
played a perfidious role in behalf
of the Dutch. When the Indone-
sian Government asked for help,
Truman was silent. When the In-
donesian Government protested
the use of American military sup-
plies, Secretary of State Byrne
ordered removal of the label,
“Made in the U.S.A.”

Almost onhe billion dollars were
turned over to the DutcK in the
form of Lend Lease, credits and
Marshall Plan aid. Not a cent
was given the Indonesian govern-
ment.

When the State Department
did intervene in Indonesia it was
to use the authority and prestige
of the United States to get the
truces nceded by the Dutch and
the retreats and withdrawals of
Indonesian troops into ever more
vulnerable positions.

“In the United Nations, Wash-
ington took the lead in keeping
the Indonesians occupied talking
about concessicns, cease fire or-
ders, truces”and their violations
while the Dutch methodically pre-
pared to carry out their strategic
aim of crushing all resistance in
Indonesia. . : .

And- today, while the State De-
partment publicly slaps the Dutch
on the wrist, it sits in secret ses-
sions with the  Dutch and other
imperialist powers drawing up the
Atlantic Pact, a military alliance
under which new mountains of
arms are to be sent to the Nether-
lands.

The Truman Administration is
interested in protecting Big Busi-
ness holdings in the fabulously
rich Dutch East Indies. Among
the companies are Goodyear Tire
and  Rubber, British American
Tobacco, Standard Oil, Shell Oil,
Colgate-Palmolive Peet, National
Carbon, General Motors and In-

Besides this, the Truman Ad-
ministration follows a general

. policy of backing reaction in the

Far East as it does elsewhere. In
China it has been Chiang Kai-
shek’s dictatorship, in Indo-China
the French colonial tyrants, and
in Indonesia the Dutch imperial-
ists. In addition, it counts the
Dutch as allies in the projected
war on the Soviet Union and con-
sequently wishés to strengthen
them.

The Indonesian capitalists and |
‘their

political representatives
bear a big share of responsibility
for the success of the Dutch. As
early as Oct. 13, 1945, The Mili-

tant noted that “It is self-evident |

that Dutch imperialism' plans a
frightful blood-letting in Java to
retain its hated colonial rule. . .
The Indonesian people are putting
up a strong battle for their free-
dom, but already there are seri-
ous signs of weakness in the na-
tionalist leadership.” We reported
that the head of the IndoneSian
nationalists, Dr. Soekarno, “is-
sued direct orders to Indonesians
in all spheres of life to cooperate
with the Allied occupation force.”

And we warned: “This is the same |

policy pursued by the Stalinist-
dominated EAM in Greece when
British troops landed in that coun-
try last year. The results were
disastrous to the Greek move-
ment.”

Military disaster has now be-
fallen the: political representa-
tives.of the Indonesian capitalists.
On the surface their mistake ap-
pears to have been naive trust in
the Allied powers, particularly
the United States. But what really
paralyzed their struggle for In-
donesia’s freedom was their fear
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of revolutionary struggle, They
preferred to “cooperate” with the
imperialist invaders rather than
summoning the Indonesian people
to all-out struggle from the be-
ginning. This was their undoing.

They hoped the Dutch would
make a deal. But the Dutch im-
perialists were too poor and too
greedy to give it to' them. The
Dutch want them only as miser-
able quislings.

NEW LEADERSHIP

The attack on Indonesia has
shocked the Far East. Nehru,
Prime Minister of India, was only
faintly voicing. the white-hot an-
ger of .the masses when he de-
clared Dec. 19: “A reaction to the
Dutch action will be heard. soon.
all over Asia. . . No one can pre-
vent the. tide of mdependence in

The struggle of the Indonesian
people will go on. Of that there,
is no ‘doubt. However, the diffi-
culties are mnow incomparably
greater.than three years.ago.

The Indonesian people will have
to build a new leadership, one
capable of successfully guiding a
yevolutionary struggle. This can
come only from the Indonesian
working class. It will be based on
the program of Trotskyism.

War Hero's Burial
Made an Issue by
White Supremacists
After Sgt. Kazuo Masuda died
in action in Italy, he was award-

ed the Distinguished Service’
Cross, second highest U. S. mili-

well made an airplane trip to
California to present the cross to
the heroic soldier’s sister.

Last month when . Masuda’s
body was brought home; town of-
ficials ruled that “restrictive ¢ove-

but in an undesirable area with-
out trees or lawn because Masu-
da’s ancestry was not Cé.ucasian.

Only widespread protest forced
these white-supremacists to final-’
ly change their minds and give
this hero of World War IT decent
burial.
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‘ pathetlc study of the founder of

-aspects of Marx’s life ‘and .work

work of Franx Mehring, it is in
satisfactory |-

‘many at the time that Marx was

.| vides us with a synopsis of He—
.gel’s philosophy and .the social

‘| vide interesting and informative
" [ deseriptive and background mate-

‘tensive

215 E..

KARL MARX, HIS LIFE AND
ENVIRONMENT, by Isiah Ber-
lin, Oxford University Press,
1948, $2. )

This new  biography of Karl
Marx written by a Fellow of Ox-
ford: University is a rather sym-

scientific socialism. and presents

which have not been ag fully dealt
with in other biographies of Marx.
While this latest study cannot be’
compared with the monumental

many ways more
than the popular blography of
Marx by Otto Ruhle. .
.Berlin sketches in the intellec-
tual and social condition' of Ger-

growing into manhood. He pro-

background of Europe from which
it emerged and which it influ-
enced so profoundly. Then he de-
votes a chapter  to the group
known as the “Young Hegelians,”
to which both Marx and Engels
belonged, and its evolution from
Hegel to the materialistic philoso-.
phy of Feuerbach.

. The succeeding chapters pro-

rial of the three component 'e_le-
ments of European culture wh}ch'
Marx combired in the shaping

of his scientific socialism, namely, |
French socialist thought, German

philosophy and British classical
econoimy.

Having dealt with Hegel, Berlin
describes the development. of |
French socialist thought from its
first germinations in the French
encyclopedists to Babeuf the com-
munist, and then its: flowering"
with the great socidlist utopians,
Saint Simon and Fourier, Marx.
gettled in London after the un-
successful 1848  revolution and
here he enriched his already ex-
knowledg“e of British
classical economic thought from
Adam Smith and his predecessors

down to Ricardo.

One cannot read any bio
of Marx Without receiving a
erful impression of the m
will to live his life; desp
\1c1s51tudes of  economi

nische Zeifung, the orga
extreme left. And again in
when the First  Internati
founded, guided ah
Marx from its formation.
This latest biography of Marx
is well worth reading as it pro-
vides interesting factual ba
‘eround material of the deve
ment of Marx’s life; contrlbutmns
and achievements.  Its. - spem
slant, written from the vlewpom

tlsm, will of course: be disca
by the Marxist student.
matter of fact, no. one ean
understand and write autho

CORRECTION

In last week’s report: that
Murray Baron, New York
County - chairman of - the ]
eral ‘Party, - had - joined: t

--Kutcher Civil: Rights- Com
tee, The Militant erroneous v
stated that Mr.  Baroniwas a |
member of the New York City

. Chapter: of the National. Law-ff :
yers Guild. We regret this er-.

“ror and apologlze to all con-.

. cerned. : :

Visit your local headquarters of the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AEKRON — 4 So. Howard St., 2nd fl.
every aftermoon 1 to 4 p. m. Meetings
Sunday 2 p. m.

BALTIMORE—1121 ¥. Baltlmove At,
3rd floor, front. Phone WOIlfe 9321M.
Open daily 5-9 p.m. MILITANT and
FOURTH TINTERNATIONAL on sale.

BOSTON—Workers Educational Center,
30 -Stuart. St., open Mon. 5:30-9:00 p. m.,
Wed. 7-10 p.

BUFFAL()——Miﬂltant Fonlm. 629 Main

2nd fl. Phone MAdison 3900 Every
wfternoon except Sun. °

CHICAGO—717 W. Adams (corner Hal-
‘sted). Phone DEArborn 4767, Dalily except

I'Sun., 11 a. m.-8 p. m. Library, book-

store.

'CLEVELAND—Militant . Forum, Sun.,
8:30. p. m., Petk’s Hall, 1446 H. 82nd St.
(oft Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave., Phong
TY 7-626%1. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p. m,,
. FLINT—Socialist Workers Party Hall,
Ninth = Street. Phone: 2-2496,
Open House Saturday evenings.

LOS ANGELES—Militant Publ, Assn.,

-.Room 201, 124 W. 6th St. Phone VAndyke

8061.
SAN PEDB/O—-—Mllitant. 1008 8. Pa.citic
. Room 214,
WATTS-—Militant, 1720 B. 97th Bt. .
LYNN, (Mass.)—Militant Pub’l Ass'n;

44 Centrel Ave., officé open Tues.,, Wed.

7:80-9:30 p. m,
MILWAUKEE—SWP State Campaign
Headquarters, 608 S. 5th $t. Sun. through

A Fri,, 7:30-0:30 p. m. Phone BRoadway

2-0645. . .

" MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th St. Phone
Main 7781. Daily except Sun., 10 a. m.-
8 p. m, Library, bookstore.

‘ ENTERTAINMENT Ca

cussion Group every Fri. 7:30 p.m. Mili-

NEW BRITAIN, (Cénn. )——Mmtant Dis—

tant Labor Club, 165 Main St. (next to

Strand Theatre).
Vx AVEN — Labor Qchool. 855 -

Grand®Ave., 3rd fl, Tues. 8-10:30 p,

NIEWARK-—428 Springfiéld Ave. Phone
Blgelow 3-2574. - Reading room. Open
-dadly, 12«4 and 7-10 p.mi - E

NI'W YORK CITY (Hq.)—118 Un!vm
ity P’ Phone GR. 0§.8149; :

X ’1.%181' SIDE—251 H. Housm Bt

st £l

HARLEM—103 W. 110 St. nm 2& .

Phone MO. 2-1886. Open &incussion.'
3 p.- m, N

BRONX-—lO%‘iloi’tospwt Ave,, :

~ BROOKLYN—635 Fulton  St. Phone

ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA—130 W. 23rd St. Phonc

CH. 2-9434.

OAKLAND (Cal.)—Write P 0.
1351, Oakland 4. :

PHILADELPHIA — 1303 05 W Girard‘
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson 4-5820
Open daily, Forum, Fri, 8 p. m. :

- PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave 2n
Tues.,” Wed., Fri 7to 9p. m.
Sun., 4 p. m. 3

SAN' FRANCISCO0—1739 Fillmore
4th fl. Phone ¥FI, 60410, Pafly e
Sun.,. 12-4:30 p. m.

SEATTLE—Maynard B]dx. 1st . Ave.,
South & Washington. Phone! Ma.in 92378,
Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p. m. ‘Branch
meeting, Fri., 8 p..m, Library, boakstore.g

ST. LOUN——IUZB N. Grand Blvd., Rm.,,
312, Militant Férums, Thurs., 7-30-10 D.

- ST, PAUL—540 Cedar St‘ ‘Phon
field 1187. Open daily. Bookstore.
‘TOLEDO — Monthly open meetin
second .Saturday, 8 p..m., Kapps %-I
413 Summit,.:Rm. B.

YOUNGSTOWN . — 234 . Feder%

Phone 3-1358. Wed., Fri, Sat
4 p. m. : 3




kJohn Nlchols swallowed arsenic a few days ago
4 lonely New York hotel room. When the

board operator for help. But
it was too late. He died at
Bellevue Hospital.

John Nichols was an unem-
ployed accountant about ' 60
years old who came to New
York from Chlcago For the
past month he had made a fu-
‘tile search for a job?

' His tragic death was caused
by monopoly capitalism’s bru-
atal pohcy of throwmg aged
WO, kels ‘on the scrap heap, not caring how they
‘have ‘to live, or if they live at all. Millions of
ple like Nichols are suffering such callous
ieglect, 12 years after the so-called “social secur-
rogram was set up by Roosevelt’s New Deal.
crooked  gamblers loading the dice, the
Deal tricksters sét the retirement age at
65 when the average life expectancy is only 66.
That means you have a 50-50 chance of gettmg
OF one year some kind of government aid in your
old ‘age, provided you are not among the 25%
f the crkers who are excluded from the “so-

“the capxtallst politicians devised a slick
e whlch has kept average government pay-
retired workers at the starvation level
: nth. This rate has remained unchanged
desplte he terrific rise in living costs. For these
“benefits” the workers have been paymg
1% wage tax since 1936.

People can’t live on such a miserable dole, no
natter how light their appetites may be. Con-

By Farrell Dobbs

ing pain struck, he telephoned the switch-

cling to their jobs. Those who can’t get work

. wor are unable to work must seek aid from.relief
- agencies to supplement the old-age insurance

pittance. There are now 2% million people draw-
ing an average of $39 a month for old-age relief.
One million of these get nothing but the meager
relief allowance because they are excluded from
the “social security” setup. Neither security nor
retirement is provided by the federal old-age in-
surance program.

‘Meantime a $10 billion surplus has piled up in
the old-age trust fund, and current income from

old-age taxes exceeds “benefit” payments by

about $1 billion a year.

The Truman administration has now come for-
ward with a féw stingy proposals for “liberaliz-
ing” the old-age insurance program. Reduction of
the retirement age from 65 to 60 for women only
is proposed. Average monthly retirement pay

would be raised to about $50. Increase of the old- |

age wage tax from 1% to 1% %, now scheduled
for 1950, would be moved up to July 1, 1949,
Actually, the increased monthly payments would
give little aid to retired workers, because the re-
lief agencies would cut off their present sup-

* plementary allowances with the alihi that the fed-

eral 'government would now provide for them.
It is plain to-see that Truman’s “new New Deal”
will no more eliminate destitution in old age
than did Roosevelt’s original New Deal. .

Before the workers can have comfort and se-
curity in their old age, the labor movement must
fight for the adoption of a truly effective gov-
ernment program, including a sharply reduced
retirement age; retirement pay equal to union
wages, with automatic upward  adjustments to
meet rising prices; inclusion of all workers in
the program; and a fund for retiremerft pay
raised entirely through taxzation of the rich profit-
eers. .

The farce about democratizing - Japan didn’t

ast long. For two years General MacArthur pre-
nded he was introducing reforms, that the re-

'forms were taking hold and that genuine democ-

‘racy was being born in the land of the Mikado.

s Gilbert and Sullivan comic opera, in which

he otalitarian-minded Japanese puppets wore
he masks and garments of democracy, was de-
d ‘to ‘create the illusion that Wall Street’s

ocratle ideals were being carried mto effect

you thought that Wall Street fought for im-
,erlal”st reasons, the liberal apologists for the
State Departmeit pointed to Japan and
, “Then how do you explain our bmngmg
emoeracy to the Japanese people?”

It was a good show while it lasted. But now
1e curtain has been rung down and the marquee
: turned out.

orders from Washington, Mikado MacAr-
; on Dec. 19 announced that he will resume
jersonal rule of Japan. This means, according
a' Tokyo dispatch, that “the Japanese must
: temporarlly some of the privileges and
s inherent in a free society.” In brief,
‘Japan will return to decree rule.

- Against whom is this shift in occupation policy
0 ted? MacArthur made that eclear in no
ertain’ terms. Heads of the striking coal
extlle workers, seamen and electrical

By Paul Abbott

he totalitarian-minded American generals and,

D oclamations in World War II about fighting for,

“advised” to call off their strike — and without
delay,

All but the electrical workers obeyed the same
day. The electrical workers were expected to
take an additional 24 hours before complying
with the “advice.”

It appears, reports the press, “that all strikes
and other forms of labor struggle are forbidden.”

The Japanese Diet, which has been playing
the part of the democratic chorus in MdcArthur’s
comedy of self-rule, was ardered at once to stop
discussing legislation demanded by the American
occupation authorities and pass it without fur-
ther delay. The Diet scrambled to obey.

The grand objective of the resumption of decree
rule is to convert Japan into a “bulwark against
Communism.” This i Truman Doctrine phrase-
ology meaning the revival of Japanese militarism
in preparation for the projected war on the Soviet
Union. It means the reconstitution:of the Japan-
ese armed forces, the conversion of industry to
armaments production, the increase of profits for
Japanese Big Business, the lowering of the stand-
ard of living of the Japanese working people ‘and
the tightening of the straitjacket of Taft-Hart-
leyism on Japanese labor.

The response of Japanese Big Business to this
development was of course most cordial. Acting
gs democrats was . a role they did not find con-
genial. They can now relax as junior partners
in Wall Street’s scheme of world conquest The
rising sun of Japanese imperialism is again in
the ascendant,

Associate Justice  Robert H. Jackson of the
T8, Supreme Court, who acted as chief prose-
cutor in the Nurembelg trials, recently made some
unusual statements about the Soviet Unjon. In
an'address.on Dec. 8, Jackson pointed to Stalin’s
per cution of Sov1et scientists, his bureaucratic
straitjacket on thought and information, and said:
condemn it as inhuman, but I don’t think it im-
ils our security.” He then drew the astound-
ing conclusion:
“What I think we need to fear would be an
open-minded, tolerant and inquiring Soviet Union,
thirsting for truth.” -
n-an indirect and somewhat distorted fdshlon,
“words express the hundred-fold greater fear
« S, u'nperlahsm has of a democratic work-
s! reglme in the Soviet Union than of the re-
actionary - natlonahstlc, ‘totalitarian regime of
Stalin, .
The - astute 1mpe11ahsts recognize that a gen-
nely. 1evolut10nary regime in the Soviet Union
would have long since inspired the workers of
Europe and Asia to the overthrow of capitalism.
he capitalists infinitely prefer the totalitarian-
m - and narrow nationalism of Stalin, whose
,\pohc1es and methods have discredited the ideas
of communism, turned many millions against the
Soviet ‘Union and disoriented and betrayed revo-
jonary’ struggles everywhere.
“‘Look back 31 years to the time when the Bol-
sh vik Party of Lenin and Trotsky had just made
_revolution and founded the first workers state
in ‘history, They had the most democratic govern-

By Art Preis

"ment ever known, directly run by the workers

and peasants through their elected councils, known
as soviets. This government had no money, no
arms, no food and medical supplies — its only
heritage from' Czarism and the 1mper1ahst war
was famine and ruin. Yet the capltahst govern-
ments of the world were frenzied in their fear
of it. They couldn’t allow it to live for a minute
if they. could help it. They blockaded it. They
poured armies on a score of fronts onto Russian
soil in a desperate effort to destroy it.

For the capitalists recognized then — and
have always recognized — that the peril of the
Soviet Union to them lay not in its armies, but
in the revolutionary ideas and party that gave
it birth. It was the Bolshevik program of Lenin
and Trotsky they wanted to stamp out at all cost.

Stalinism gave world capitalism a néw lease
on life by destroying the party and program of
Lenin and Trotsky and building a counter-revo-
lutionary machine designed solely to maintain
the powers and privileges of the new bureaucracy.
Stalinism sold out the revolutionary movements
everywhere for the sake of temporary deals with
the imperialists, from Hitler to Churchill and
Roosevelt.

That is why a Jackson.can smcerely say that
the thing he and his class fear most is an “open-
minded, tolerant and inquiring Soviet Union” —
that is, a Soviet Union that would reawaken the
revolutionary ferver of the oppressed of the world
and inspire them to complete the socialist task
that Lenin and Trotsky began in October 1917,

: \

Notes from the News

WANTED: “NEW LOOK” POLITICIAN ~—
- “Citizens Committee” in Los Angeles is run-
ning ads in the papers for a man to run for
Mayor. The apphcant should
be married, between the age
of 30 and 45, have a “success-
ful business record,” a war
record and a ‘“‘clean record all
- the way back through child-
hood,” a “pleasing” personal
appearance, “good” religious
- connectwns, speaking ability, ete. And finally —
obviously, as an afterthought — a “genuine de-
‘sire to be of service to the community.” No money
~is’ required, the committee adds, because it will
_ finance the campaign.
Ce T
. ALSO WANTED: The Young Peoples Social-

. party, also has some openings. An ad in the
Socialist Call says: “Anyone who knows of a
rson who may be suited for the job of YPSL
‘national secretary or national organizer please
111 out the coupon below.”

; ES £ B3
 HERO’S REWARD — Davis Knight, who serv=
‘ed din the Navy as a white man, has just been
_pentenced to a S-year jail term because he mars

ist League, affiliated with the Norman Thomas

4

ried a white woman in Mississippi. The state
charged he had violated its anti-“miscegenation”
law because his great-grandmother was a Negro.
Knight claimed she was a Cherokee Indian,
R

PROMISES, CONTINUED IN 1952 — The
Scripps-Howard Was,hmgton round-up leports
‘“Pregident Truman has quletlv warned agencies
to observe ‘extreme caution in any public pro-
nounceéments about how fast our goals can be
achieved.” It means he won’t try to keep all cam-
paign promises next year.,”

SAME AS VOTING YES — By a 4 to 4 deci-
sion, the Supreme Court has upheld the convic-
tion of Carl Marzani for alleged perjury about
Stalinist affiliations. Liberal Justice William O.
Douglas chose not to participate in the decision.

I

DEEP ARE THE ROOTS — The front page
of the Dec. 18 Pittsburgh Courier has a screaming
headline about the elimination of Jim Crow from
the Truman inauguration ceremonies next month.,
But columnist J. E. Rogers reports on p. 17 of
the same issue that “a Jim Crow sign was placed
oh the toilets for workers building the stand for
President Truman’s inaugurations”
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Polwe leence Mounied in 1948

| Stpikes-in 1948 under the Taft-Hartley regime were notable for the renewed pattern of pollce
violénce . against pickéts. AFL employes of the New York Stock Exchange were among the vie-
times wheu the year was young (above), and CIO 011 workers on ‘the west coast were the- targets
toward the year 's end " (below) , , :

(Continued from Page 1)
$3,500,000 . “war . chest” by com-
pelling the AMA members teo
pay a $25 assessment;or lose
their hospital connections. "The
“war chest,” which is tax exempt,
will ‘be used for lobbying against
health legislation.

Doctors favoring a governme'nt
health - program are raising a
voluntary fund for a counter-
campaign against the propaganda
of the House of Delegates.

If the AMA rank and file, and
students seeking a career in
medicine, want to fight for an
cfficient national health policy,
they must form a battle alliance
with the workers, farmers and
all the little people. victimized
by monopely capitalism.-

That mighty alliance must go
{far beyond the fechble reforms

proposed by the Truman ad-
niinistration. A Workers and
Farmers Government must be
created to abolish = degenerate
capitalism and establish' an en-
lightened socialist society.

The. Workers and Farmers
Government will break the House
of Delegates’” stranglehold on the
hospitals, medical - colleges and

monopoly - will - be expropriated,
‘The building trusts. and real
sstate syndicates will be taken
‘over to clear the way for large-
scale: cohstruction of mnew hos-
pitals and neighborhood clinics.
‘Racial discrimination and the
treatment of women as second
class “citizens in the medical
service will be outlawed. Genuine
equality of opportunity will

prevail in a program to train a

LYNN,

of a United Congress of Labor
to meet simultancously with the
opening of the 8lst Congress.
At the instructions of the Coun-
cil, copies of this resolution are
now being sent to all unions in
this area, and to the most im-
portant ClO, AFL and inde-

the nation.

- The resolution calls attention
to the fact that the Democrats
got the support of labor in the
recent election by promising
“sutright unequivocal repeal of
stie Taft-Hartley Aet” as well ag
a program of social reforms.

DANGER SIGNALS

“There now appear reporfs in
the daily press which purpert to
be administration inspired, in-
dicating that while the Taft-
artley Act is to be repealed,
it is the intent of the administra-
tien to seek a substitute bill
retaining some of its essential
provisions. These reports are

corroborated by recent state-

pendent union bodxoe throughout |

NORTH SHORE CI0 ASKS
UNITED LABOR CONGRESS

Mass., Dec. 20—The North Shore CIO Council,
representing a number of union locals in the cities: north of
Boston, has adopted a strong resolution urging the convocation

g
.ments attributed to Secretary of
Labor Tehin,. calling.for a new
Iabor law \vhxch would be con-
sidered ‘fdlr by industry as well
as labor, desplte the fact that
industry’s idea of a ‘fair’ labor
jaw was the Taft-Hartley law.”
For these reasons, the resolu-
tion warns the labor movement
should mnot expect automatic
realization  of ~the campaign
promises made to them. '
As a means of meeting this
situation, the resolution then en-
dorses the proposals made by the
AFL Typographieal Union and
the CIO National Maritime Union
for a United Congress of Labor
“for the purpose of impressing
Congress of its mandate to repeal
the Taft-Hartley slave labor law
at once, to return to the Wagner
and Norris-LaGuardia Acts, to
call for :the dismissal of all of-
ficials who have shown anti-labor
hias, such' as  National - Labor

Relations Board-chairman Robert |+

Denham.”

state medical boards. The drug

Health Program Under
Capitalism and Soaallsm

f*reat drmy of medwal scientists.
Instead of developing atom bombs
and germ warfare, the scientists
will' be ‘mobilized for Dbattle
against cancer and the other
dread killers which are taking
such a heavy toll of human life.

Doctors will no longer have to
waste their . tinie over .the
imaginary illnesses of well-to-do
hypochondriacs in orvder to get
money for rent and groceries.
They can be true scientists, serv-
ing the needy and exploring new
fields “of miedical krowledge,
fulfilling the golden dreams of
their student youth.

Under the socialist economy of
abundance, people won’t have to
neglect their . bodies, suffering
needless pain and apprehension,
nor be blighted by correctable
deformities because they can't
afford medical ‘care.’ It won’t be
the cruel farce it so often is to-
day when the doctor tells a
patient. to eat rich food, lay off
work for a while and don't worry
about anything. There will he no
more humiliating experiences
with the sordid practices of
charity medicine under capxta]-
1sm.

Diseases” of malnutritution will
be fought by making sure every-
body .has enough to eat. Those
disabled by sickness or accident
will be guarantéed full economic
security for the duration of:their
disability.  Everyone, regardless
of race, color or creed, will get
the best of medical care from
the cradle to the grave.

The working people will say
to the medical scientists, “Here
are your tools—hospitals, clinics,
medicines, ‘ research laboratories,
everything you need. Use them
te correct whatever defects you
‘may find in our bodies. Try to
prevent us from becoming ill and
treat us promptly if we should
sicken. Help us live a completely.
healthy, happy and long life.

“In return, we shall *see that
you men and women of medical
science have - abundant. -food; |
clothing, shelter, everything 'y U
may need for a full and’ ha y"
life.” i :
When

that da'y c01iae§‘

{who they

{1 New

of unusual significance since it

future of the United States and
intend to 1run ‘the
country. .

The Eberstadt Committee was

‘| set up by the Hoover Commission

on the Reorganization of the Ex-
ecutive ‘Branch of the Govern-
ment. It is an advxsmy body
whose sole function is to consider
the fundamentdl problems now
facihg the  capitalist class in
militarizing the United States.
The head of this committee is
Ferdinand Eberstadt, a prominent
York investment banker
and former partner of Dillon,
Read & Co., the Wall Street firm
‘Which has furnished such key

|figures to the Washington

‘fiierarchy as Secretary of De-
fehse Forrestal.

- The committee’s report is based
on the following premise: “The
people of the United States have
in the past thought and acted
upon the assumption that peace
is the normal condition of na-
tional life. . . History, unhappily,
has failed to sustain this comfort-
ing view. ,.”

In the opinion o‘f the. commit-
tee, therefore, from now on war
will be the normal condition of
national life. This view stands in
direct contradlctlon to the,
propaganda issued by the spokes-
men of the capitalist class in
World War T and World War II.
‘They . assuréd the people. that
America entered these conflicts
to make the world safe for demo-
cracy and to bring “four free-
doms” to the earth. Endurmg
peace, they - promised,’ WOuId
follow wvictory.

The capitalist rulers, of course,
did not believe this propaganda.
They used it deliberately to cover
vp their imperialist aims in the
two conflicts. :

Now they openly proclaim the
inevitability, and - “normality”: of
war. This does not mean they
will bare their sordid aims in the
war they are openly preparing.
They will continue to lie and try
to gull the working people into
serving as cannon fodder. The
Eberstadt report itself is written
under the propagandistic formula
of preparing America for “de-
fense” against aggression,

What this basic premise about
the inevitablhty of war does
reflect is the monstrous growth
of militarism in the United States.
A specific grouping is developing
in power and influence, the mili-
tary caste. Its thinking on na-
tional affairs starts from the
premise of the certainty of war.
I’resumably written under civi-
lian auspices, the Eberstadt report
‘affirms this Prussian - mindéd
view,

With the expansion of militar-
ism, the danger of. totalitarianism
increases. Wall Street, of course,
does not oppose a police state in
principle. At present, however, it
prefers the forms of democracy.

DEMOCRATIC FORMS

This question is discussed in
the Eberstadt veport, indicating
that the problem of democratic

There will be no peace—this is the gist of the repo [
leased Dec. 16 by the Eberstadt Committee. The document

outlines the basnc ideas of ‘the

capitalist ruling clique on the ®

Of Preparations
For World War 11

The Eberstadt Committee .
declared that: the “most dis- |
“turbing aspect” of the prepara-~
tions for war is the “enormous’
cost” of building the mlhtary
machine.

While other aspects may be
more disturbing than the cost, .
it is no exaggeratlon to say

War I the cost to each person’
in the United States/ for mili
tary expendltures was $2 25 a
year.

$8. Today the cost each year
to every man, woman and child
in America is $100

forms versus the pohce state has

circle.

Considering the advisability of
setting up -a “military state” in
America, the

“Civilian control "over -military:

even lead to serious . technical
mistakes; yet military . power

Consequently the report lays
down as one of the "

must be dominant in the formula-
tion of natlonal policy.” P

military caste that all final deci~

Big Business.
Within this flameWOrk,
Eberstadt Committee is concerned

the military establishment, :of
cutting out duplication and waste
and of . centralizing ‘authori
envisages one over-all command,
3. body apparently pattelned ‘on
the -German ’ General - Staff;" and
institution long admired by
Americin  militarists. However,
since this is not feasible present,
it is set as a goal to be achieved
by “evolution.”

preparations for World War IIL
“The history of past plenty must
present facts;” declares the
report, 1
a reasonable degree of national

security unless the philosophy

¢¥ economy.”

The Nazi militarists put thxs
thought more succinctly: “Guns
before butter.” The recognition

rulers will press more and more
impatiently for the lowering of
the living standards of the work-
ing people. The demand for ef-
ficiency on the part of the military
will be coupled with a demand

belts and speed up production. ‘;’;;

case, the Santa Monica Branch

loyalty purge procedures to in-
timidate leaders in the fight
for equal rights for Negroes.

Frank Barnes, local NAACP
president, this week received|
word that he has been cleared of
charges for which he was suspend-
ed from his Post Office job by
the Loyalty Board six months
ago.

The NAACP is demanding
that Barnes be reinstated with
full seniority and back pay for
time lost.

Barnes was active as  an
NAACP officer in fighting the
discriminatory hiring policy of a
new Sears Roebuck store that
spened here in 1947. The NAACP
started plcke‘c demonstrations in
protest; against the store’s refusal
to hire Negroes as clerks.

Post Office Job Regained
By ’loy alty’ Purge Victim

By J. Blake
SANTA MONICA, Calif., Dec. 11—In a precedent-makmg

of the National Assoaanon for

the Advancement.of Colored People this week won -a major’ vxc-
tory against attempts through -

There had been a contlnuous
internal conflit. hetween - the
policies . of the Stalinists and
Barnes in the Unitea Commxttee

to End Discrimination at Sears.

Nevertheless, Barnes told the
Loyalty Board that as long as
Negroes suffer discrimination
their right to seek broad supp(
(o combat it must be recogniz

Unable to convinee or conitrol
Barnes and the 'other . NAACP

feaders, the Stalinists -conducted - :

2 slander' campaign - again
Barnes at the same time that he
was under attack by ‘the' Pos
Office Loyalty. Board. This
rupted the fight. against Sea
Friday - night, however,
NAACP members gave ‘a vob
confidence to the militan;

 |Headership by electlng' S pr

dent Hl] Liap LaWSo _

The Enormous Cost

the price is high. Before Wor]d\ “

affairs involves some cumbersonie
and dilatory procedures and may

“bagic
criteria” that “civilian influence b

In 1938 the cost Jumped to]

already risen in the mner rulmtr;_ :

report declares: -

freed from civilian eontrol ‘would
lead to even more serious miiss
takes—nperhaps irreparable ones.”.

This .is an admonition -to the =
sion shall remain in the hands: of .
the‘ &

with increasing the efficiericy” of

Another problem touched on'in :
the report is the 1mpover1shment;~
of America due to the enormous -
cost of World War II and.the
vield to the cold realities “of

“we can no longer attain -

«f waste yxelds to a phllosophy i

that America’s fat is gone means .
that from now on, the capitalist

that the workers tighten their

RS
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