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GM Workers Get First
.Shdmg Scale Pay Boost

By Art Preis

Thanks to their sliding scale cost-of-living wage contract,

wor kers will get an additional three cents an hour wage increase starting September 1.
This, added to the original 1l-cent raise -put into effect May 30, gives the GM workers

a total pay boost so far-of 14
cents, or a cent more than the flat
wage increase won by the Chrys-
ler and Ford workers.

According to their escalator
agreement, the GM workers every
three months receive an automa-
tic hourly raise of one cent for

- each 1.14 point rise in the Bureau

of Labor Statistics cost-of-living
index.

For the first three-month pe-
riod on which the sliding scale
was calculated, from April 15 to
July 15, the BLS index jumped
from-169.3 to 173.7, or 4.4 points.
This figures cut to an average
cne-cent wage increase for each
month.

n

some 330,000 General - Motors

If prices continue upward, as
they have since July 15, the GM
workers stand to gain another
wage hike next Dec. 1, based on
the Cct. 15 index.

The first test of the GM esca-
lator clause has pretty well
silenced those union leaders and
clements like the Sgalinists who
attacked the sliding scale feature
of the CM agreement.

When the GM contract was
signed last May, the Stalinist
Daily Worker misrepresented it
as a ‘“‘wage-cutting agreement.”
The Daily Worker last week men-

tioned the GM sliding scale wage

“GZAR” TOBIN UPHOLDS
BECK’S SCAB-HERDING

SEATTLE, Aug. 31 — As SWP presidential candidate Far-

increase in a tiny, obscure item,
and without comment.

WEAK CLAUSE

It is true, as The Militant pomt-
ed out last May, that the GM
escalator clause is weak in a num-
ber of respects. It permits a re-
duction in- the wage scale of up
to five cents an hour for com-
parable decreases in the BLS cost-
of-living index. However, it places
no ceiling on the possible amount
of automatic wage mcreases

The chief weakness of the GM
wage clause is that it started at
too low a base wage. Moreover,
the contract allows the company
to raise production quotas almost
at will. Now the corporation is
putting on a speed-up drive to
squeeze more production out of)
the warkers. This weakness has

always been a notorious feature||

of recent GM contracts, however,

and has nothing to do with the

sliding scale clause.
Undoubtedly,  many . workers

SWP Blasts ClI
or Supportmg Truma

rell Dobbs flatly predicted in his recent public meeting and
radio address here, AFL Teamsters “Czar” Daniel J Tobin has | gate closely the advantages of |’

g USRI

and  unions will start to investi-

now announced support for the

" scabherding and strikebreaking

of his West Coast “Crown Prince,”
David -J. Beck.

At the AFL Executive Council
meeting in Chicago last week,
Tobin introduced and secured the
passage of a resolution “to sup-
port the International . Brother-
bood of Teamsters in its fight to
maintain its jurisdiction against
a non-affiliated organization”—

‘Ithat is, ‘to "approve® thestrike-

breaking by ‘Beck against the
International Association of Ma-
chinists on strike at the Boeing

E plant here.

Tobin himsélf heatedly disclaimed
reports of “any friction, however
infinitesmal, existing between
myself and my close personal
friend, Dave Beck, in whom I
repose every full trust and con-
fidence.”

This substantiates Farrell
Dobbs’ warning to well-meaning

Pave-Beck,

.the sliding scale clause as a re-
genuine and growing response infsult of the benefits already
the labor movement here. The re | gained for the GM . workers. Al-
volt against Beck’s—and Tobin’s | though the GM contract by no
—strikebreaking at Boeing Air-| means contains the ideal escalator
craft has grown to sizable pro-|clause, it has demonstrated the}
portions and is mounting from | possibilities of such clauses in

Joseph Kutcher, legless  war veteran,. (second from left) tells press conference of his deter-
mination to fight dismissal from Newark: Veterans’ Administration job. Members of the Kutcher
Civil Rights Committee backmg up Kutcher’s ‘fight, are shown (left to right): George Novack,
secretary of the Civil Rights. Defense Committee and national secretary of the Kutcher defense com-
mittee; Kutcher; Carl Holderman, president of the - New ' Jersey CIO Council; and Rev. John I.
B Danlel chaplain of the Newark area council of  the American Veterans’ Committee.

—Photograph courtesy of the New York STAR

day to day. This in turn has| protecting real wages during an
heartened the 11,000 members of | inflationary period,
IAM Lodge 751 who are still on
strike after five months and still| CIO POSITION
In spite of this fact, the CIO

‘defying the company and its ally
| leaders,..for. wstance, are. trying:|-
‘How effectlve]y ‘Dobbs’ blast “to belittle the value of the sliding i
has shaken ‘Beck is shown by the scale wage program. The Aug.j
fact that the Socialist Workers| S0 c10 News greets the GM wage
Party has been made the main|increase with the headline: “GM
target of Beck’s verbal attacks.| Workers. Know ' Cost-Of-Living |
The Aug. 20 Washington Team-| Bonus ‘Does Not Raise Their L1v-
ster, Beck’s personal organ, de-|ing Standard.””
livered .a front-page editorial{ That’s true. But it does enable legless

bt e e AP

picture, “The Best Years of Our Lives,”
committee for James Kutcher,® _ -
Newark veteran - who occupied adjoining beds for five

efense:

Harold Russell to H ead
Kutcher

" Harold Russell handless World War 11 veteran and star of the Academy Award motion {
“has accepted the national chairmanship of the defense:

roup

howl against Farrell Dobbs and| their living standard to keep bet- | faces dismissal from his $40-a- | months in the Walter Reed Hospi-

charged him with taking over the| ter pace with prices—and that’s

week : Veterans

" Administration | tal. When informed of ‘the “loy-

leadership in the fight against|all an escalator-clause is intended | job because of his membership in| alty” 'purge action agamst his

Beck’s scabherding. The Aug. 27 for. Certalnly, ‘the CIO workers | the Socialist“Workers‘Party. :
; Kutcher, who lost both legs in| sell immediately offeljed his serv-
combat in Italy and has taught| ices in Kutcher’s defense.

issue of Beck’s sheet seeks to| Who obtained only limited flat

link Dobbs with the revolt of the

increases last Spring are having

Seattle unionists who believed| AFL Retail Clerks against Beek’s
g intervene | domination and in. another article | daily by inflation.
against the scandalous conduct| editorializes against the “Trot-

that = Tobin would
of Beck. Speaking on the basis| skyites.”
of his years of direct experience
with Tobin inside the Teamsters,| THE SCORE
Dobbs exposed Tobin’s bureaucra-

their -living

standards réduced himself to walk with art1f1c1a1
: limbs and two canes, has chal-|ans of the last war have also
The CIO News tries to counter- | lenged: the 30-day dismissal no-| joined the
| pose to the sliding scale wage|tice sent him on Aug. 13. He is| They include Bill Mauldin, out-
program the fight to halt infla:| fighting for his right to his gov-| standing World War II cartoonist,
tion. But the sliding scale pro-|ernment job despite his admitted| Pulitzer prize winner and author
Here is the score for the last| gram is the first immediate and|affiliation with an organization|of the best-selling books, “Up

former hospital-mate, Mr. Rus-

Other nationally-famous veter-

defense . committee.

tic and gangster rule of the IBT|two weeks in the battle waged| effective measure in that fight.|on Truman’s and Attorney Gen-| Front” and “Back Home”; and

and. advised the local progressive | inside and outside the Teamsters| If all wages were protected by|eral Clark’s political blacklist.
vnionists to organize their forces| Union against Dave Beck.

for a clear cut fight against the

entire Teamsters

from Tobin on down.
This sound advice has found a

(Continued on page 4)

escalator clauses, the corpora-

crease,

Merle Miller, former executive

Mr. Russell, whose portrayal of | editor of Yanx magazine, author
1. The Puget Sound Council of | tions would hesitate to raise pri-| the disabled Navy veteran - in| of the distinguished novel, “That
bureaucracy [ the AFL Lumber and Sawmill| ces knowing it would mean an| “The Best Years of ‘Our Lives”| Winter,” now an editor of Harp-]
Workers, an affiliate of the Bro-| automatic and -equal wage in-| won him national acclaim, is a|er’s Magazine -and a member of

Lospital buddy of Kutcher. They' the National Planning Board of

to the Veterans Administration Loyalty Board after
he was informed by the board chairman that he was
fired from his job as clerk because of membership
in the Newark Branch of the Socialist Workers
Party.
. 135 Seth Boyden Terrace
Newark 5, N. J.
. August 25, 1948
Mr. Benjamin E. Hinden
Chairman, Loyalty Board
Veterans '‘Administration
Branch Office No. 3°'
5000 Wissahickon Avenue
Philadelphia 1, Penna.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter dated August 13, notifying
me that I am to be removed from my job as a clerk
in the Veterans Administration office in Newark on
the grounds of my membership in the Socialist Work-
ers Party, 1 hereby challenge your right to do so.

1] have never denied my membership in the Socialist
Workers Party; I do not deny it now; on the contrary,
I proudly affirm it. What I do deny is the false accusa-
tion that the Socialist Workers Party is “subversive”
or advocates the overthrow of the government by foree
and violence.

The Socialist Workers Pdrty has publicly demanded
that it be removed from the “subversive” blacklist
compiled by Attorney General Clark; it has publicly
requested a hearing for that purpose. Instead of grant-
ing such a hearing, the administration has rejected this
1equest and is proceeding to punitive and discriminatory
measures against the members of the Socialist Workers
Party. This procedure violates my constitutional and
civil rights and smacks of the worst practices employed
in police states.

I entered the armed forces in January, 1941, My
draft board did not ask me about my political views or
the party to which, I belonged; they drafted me. I be-
ame an nfantryman, serving in the 9th and 3rd

| Kutcher’s Answer to “Loyalty” Purgers

The following letter was sent by James Kutcher '

Divisions and participating in the' North Afriean,
Sicilian and Italian campaigns. When T was at San
Pietro, Italy, in November 1943, the German mortar
crew on the other side of the lines did not ask me about
my political views or the party to which I belonged;
they fired at me. The army surgeons did not ask me
about my political views or the party to which I be-
longed; they amputated both my legs, one above the
knee, the other just below. The Army did not ask me
about my political views or the party to which I
belonged when it gave me the Purple Heart.

It took me a long time to learn to use my artificial
limbs, but I learned how in order to get a job because
1 must contribute to the support of my aged and sick
parents. You can understand that it is not too easy
to get a job when you have no legs. But two years ago
this month I went "to work for the Veterans Admin-

- istration, and have filled my job satisfactorily, Now

vou proposeé to deprive me of that job, solely because
of my political views and the party to which I belong.
This is political persecution, and I intend to fight
against it with all my vigor—because my job is at
stake, because a great principle involving my own
rights.is affected, and because it concerns thousands of
other government employees, many of them veterans,
whose rights are similarly threatened by thlS dxctator-
ial procedure.

I make no secret of my views or those of the Socialist
Workers Party, which have been publicly expressed for
many years over the radio and in the press. I believe
that Socialism is the only system -that can bring
humanity peace and freedom, and in support of that
Lelief I propose next November, whether employed by
the government or not, to vote for the Socialist Work-
ers Party national ticket, Farrell Dobbs for President
and Dr. Grace Carlson for Vice-President. I do not
advocate force and violence to achieve Socialism; the
only time in my life I ever practiced force and violence
was under the orders given me in the Army by the

‘U. 8. Government. I did not believe that the recent

war was a war to eradicate fascism and to establish

the “four freedoms,” and everything that has»happened

since the end of the war strengthens me in thatlbelief.
Furthermore, I am opposed to the preparations for a
new war. I am opposed to restrictive legislation against
labor and minority groups. I am -opposed to racial
discrimination in every form. I am opposed to witch
hunts and attacks on civil rights. And I am in favor of
political organization and action by the working people,
who represent the great majority of the population, to
put_an end to these evils.

You have the right to disagree with my views, but
not to deprive ime of my job for holding them, or for
belonging to a party and associatihg with people who
share them or contributing my money to support of a
newspaper that. .defends them. I contend that I have
the same right to a government job as you or any
other American, and that not a single shred of real
liberty will remain for anyone In this country if 1 and
other . political opponents of the administration in
Washington are to be hounded, out of our jobs because
of the principles we believe in. I have already been
deprived of both my legs and my freedom of move-

ment. I do not propose to have any government official |

deprive me of my freedom of thought and expression
and my right to earn a lving. The methods employed
against me are those of totalitarianism and not of
democracy. .

‘Please consider this as my written reply to your
charges and my written request for the administrative
hearing before the Branch Loyalty Board, referred to

in Paragraph 2 of your letter, although like many »

other people I consider the entire procedure .involved
in these hearings as illegal and unconstitutional. I
insist, however, that this hearing be open to the public
and _the press, since I feel that this issue concerns the
‘American people as a whole. For the same reason, I
cannot restrict the defense of my job to these channels
alone, and serve notice on you that I will take such
other measures as I may find suitable.

I affirm that all the statements made above are true,
to the best of my information and ability.

(signed) Jam‘es‘ Kutcher

JK:ra

the ‘American Veterans Commit:
tee.

Among - leadmg union ° spokes~
men on the Kutcher Civil Rights

' Committee is- Carl- Holderman,

President of the New Jersey C10
Council

In. addition to tie natlonal de-
fense committee, 'a New Jersey
state committee has been estab-
lished, headed by Peetr Flynn,
state CIO ; Secretary-Treasurer.

Kutcher was notified last week
that he will be given a hearing on
kis case before the Loyalty Board
of Branch No. 8 of the Veterans
Administration, in Philadelphia
on Sept. 10. In reply to the notice
from Branch ' Loyalty ~Board
Chairman Benjamin E. Hinden,
Kutcher wrote that he will attend
the hearing, together with his
attorney and witnesses, although
he considers the entire procedure

“unconstitutional and undemocra-
tie”

He repeated in his letter to
Hinden his demand for a hearing
cpen to the public and the press.
However, Hinden has stated the
hearing will be held behind closed
doors.  In a personal -interview

HAROLD RUSSELL

with George Novack, . national
secretary of the Kutcher defense
committee, Hinden claimed that
Truman’s “loyalty” purge order
allows only private hearings in
order, so he said, to “protect the
individual from adverse public-
ity.” Mr. Novack replied: “This
individual (Kutcher) considers
his only protection is the greatest
possible pubhclty sl

10 Chief

‘m‘inistmtion (that is, the TRUMAN administration) yields in abje

“attempting by every means of deceit and treachery to prevent ¢

Also Scores Wallace Backing
Of Old-Line Party Candidates

By FARRELL DOBBS and GRACE CARLSON
SWP Candidates for President and Vice-Presiden

After giving shame-faced and back-door support to Truman for
several months, the majority of you CIQO and AFL leaders have de-
cided to brazen it out. You have finally announced open and even
“enthusiastic” support for the man who has broken more strlkes
than any president in U. S, history.

Mever will you be able to justify this political betraval before
the workers of America. We confidently predict that millions of
workers will repudiate your choice either by staying home on ele
tion day or casting an unprecedented protest vote for minority
party candidates. :

We have used the words “brazen it out” adeedly—partmularl
in the case of you and your lieutenants, Philip Murray. Only those
devoid of all respect for the intelligence of the workers, would dare
to take the position,you do on Truman after your publicly expressec
attitude toward him and his pohtlcal henchmen theseé past 8 years.

As we read the statement of your Political -Action Committee
on Sept. 1, saying that “the platform of the Democratic Party and
the record of Harry S..Truman and Senator Alben W. Barkley a
deserving of enthusiastic support,” there came vividly to mind
statement you made on a different occasion, Brother Murray, near
three years ago.

. Then, in a nation-wide broadcast, you scored the Truma
Administration in biting and truthful words. You  assailed lus
demand that the GM workers call off their strike without a contract
and his order setting up his notorious “fact-findiniz™ system
compulsory arbitration. -

‘Pointing to the union- bustmg arrogance of the bllhon*cure €o
porations, you declared: “To all this arrogance, the Federal

| cowardice. Its raneor is -confined to labor.”” “You charged that
results of Truman’s policies could only be “to weaken and ultlmately
to destroy labor union organizations. It can be but the first step
for even more savage legislative repression”

And de you remember what you said a year later, when Truman,
on Dec. 3, 1946, announced that he was sending to the new—the
80th Congress—“the strongest measure I know hew to prepare” to
illegalize ,the closed shop and impose combulsory arbitration? De
you remember what you said when Truman endorsed the infamo
Case anti-labor bill and boasted he hoped te “steal the march” a
“beat the Republicans to the punch.”

" You called the Truman administration and the Democratic
controlled 79th Congress “the dictatorship of a reactionary “coali
tion,” and “a deliberate and monstrous movement” to “destroy the
labor movement.,” = And when Truman initiated his punitive in=
junction and million-dollar fine against the stnklng miners, - you
said: “All the social, economic and legislative gains of the past
decade are in dire danger. The recent court injunction against
the United Mlne Workers and the vengeful fine imposed is bu
the first step.”

Truman’s Record on Injunctions

Has anything changed since then, to alter your judgment?
Ask the AFL typographical workers. Ask the coal miners. As
your own members in the CIO Maritime Workers Union. All of
them have felt the last of Truman’s strike-breaking injunctions—
Taft-Hartley 1nJunct10ns—w1th1n the past six months. Do you think
they can back Truman “on his record” with “enthusiasm”?

Why, only two months ago you-and your lieutehants werse
begging the Democratic Convention to nominate anybody—anybod
at all—in place of Truman. Your colleague Jack Kroll, head of the
CIQO-PAC, complained publicly that if Truman were nominatec
millions of CIO members would ‘“sit on their hands” next electi
day. He was right. They will. And you, Philip Murray, and the
rest of the union leaders who offer them nething but further suppo :
of the discredited capitalist candidates, are responsible. .

. You, and the 35 members of your CIO National Executive
Board who voted to endorse Truman, bitterly attacked the Stalini
minority of the Board for backing Wallace. Who but you and the
other union leaders clinging to the bankrupt ‘“two-party .system’
are responsible for the growth of the Wallace movement? Walla
sees the wide-spread sentiment for a labor party which you ha
cbstinately and blindly tried to suppress. He is trying to capitaliz
on this sentiment. And, naturally, hundreds of thousands 'of wor
ers who are offered no way out from your political blind alley w11
turn in misguided hope to the demagogue Wallace.

They will be mistaken—but not for the reasons you give
Their sentiment for a break with the old-line capitalist parties
progressive and sound. But they are being lured into anoth
capitalist party—even though labeled a “progressive third party.

That is frankly admitted in the appeal for “real working unit
between the CIO-PAC. and the Wallace party, issued ‘the day af
your Board meeting by C.B. Baldwm, Wallace’s campaign manag
Baldwin- pointed out that “of the 56 Congressmen whom the GIQ
News rates as 80 per cent liberal or better, there are few whom
will oppose.” That’s right. Yeou all stand for the same thin
really. - The continuation of the capitalist monopoly of politics.

Guilty of Same Crime

You and the Stalinists Whom you dencunce so bltterly f
their foreign policy are really guilty of the same crime: You

American workers from winning their political independence,
building their own CLASS party based on their own orgamza
the unions.

That is a policy that our party, the Socialist Workers Party”
fighting to defeat. We are campaigning on a program of mobilizi
the American working class into a party of their own that'
uncompromisingly battle against the capitalist parties and for
Workers and Farmers Government.

You, the top union leaders, offer the workers only a de
cheice between corrupt, discredited political agents of Big Busi
We, the Socialist Workers Party, offer the only real choice: ]
pendent Labor Political Action through Labor’s Own Part

You American workers who realize the need for this '
can best advance it by voting for the only candidates who
this program: in this election. Support ‘Deobbs and Ca S0

y f




By Paul Schapiro
THE NAKED AND THE
DEAD by Norman Mailer,
‘Rinebart and Company,
1948, (721 pp., $4.00.)
.. The Naked and the Dead is
the story of a handful of men,
:the Intelligence and Reconnais-
~sance - Platcon of a U.S. Army
ision invading the island of
nopopel in the Pacific.- Exposed
o' the war, with its long periods
‘of iiitense boredom punctuated by
orter, pericds of intense terror,
its body-destroying fatigue
1d. its nerve-corroding suppres-
ed fear that one’s number must
& finally coming up, each be-
es at the core of his being a
ering mass of suffering
round which he attempts to
hrow a hard, resistant protective
vering. Each one, except for
defenseless butts, the Jewish
oldiers Roth and Goldstein and
he . slow- thinking = dirt-farmer

Ridges, jeers at the others and
curses endlessly; each' one, ex-
cept Corporal Toglio, who repeats
41l of the patriotic platitudes and
is held in contempt as a “boy
scout,” grouses bitterly 'at the
army. Their speech and action is
presented so accurately and with
such copious detail that not only
former GI’s but those who have
never been in the army will
récognize its complete authentie-
ity.

The platoon, however, not only
has a group physiognomy; it is
composed of individuals, men who
were farmers, small businessmen,
petty racketeers, salesmen and
drifters. There is Red Valsen,
who ran away as a boy from the
grinding poverty and work of a
Montana miring-town ,and be-
came a hobo, determined never to
allow himself to become tied
dcwn; Martinez, the Mexican boy
from Texas, near cracking but
buttressed by his pride in being
a sergeant in command of white

Protestants; Gallagher, the Bos-
ton fascist, a ‘“revolutionary re-
versed,” whose bitterness at ‘the
narrewness of his life finds vent
against easy scapegoats. In synop-
tic accounts of their lives, inter-
posed in the narrative where we
are beginning to know the indi-
vidual concerned, Mailer gives us
a picture of the social milieu and
the home environment which has
made them what they are. Of
diverse backgrounds each has
revertheless been in some way
malformed by the society which
has brought them together in the
same blind, cruel manner in which
it ‘has shaped their lives.

The narrative itself, the story
of the landing on Anopopei, the
campaign, and the final défeat of
the Japanese and the mopping-up
of the island, moves. slowly..
Mailer is intent on showmg what

men:
éxperience, a weary treadmill of

misery and shapeless horror and

unending sameness. The novel
consequently is almost entirely
statlc, but the photographic real-
ism of the repetltlve banalities
and cBscenities of the men’s con-
versation and of such incidents
as the charge of screaming Japa-
nese ' soldiers, - the dragging of
heavy, refractory anti-tank guns
to' the point ‘of complete exhaus-
tion-and ‘the’ drunken looting of
Japanese corpses, maintains the
reader’s” mtelest

‘V[oreover, in the patrol whlch
comes " as the final tlghtemng of
the rack near the end of the book,
the novel achleves a shattermg
climax. The patrol has ‘it origin
in General Cumming’s antagon-
ism towards his former alde,
Lieutenant: Hearn, whom he- has'
put_in charge of .the platoon, The
patrol continues because Sergeant

the campaign means for these
it is a protracted, gruehngv ¢

g o brmg the
] of iar mountam
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men beyond all reason and pur-
posely allowing Hearn to walk
into a Japanese ambush., It is
meaningless from every viewpoint
for Cumming’s stupid operations
cfficer, in charge in his absence,

finds himself obliged by the force;

of unexpected circumstances to
mount a blundering attack which
crashes through the Japaniese,
mere worn out .than was known,
and sets Cumming’s clever plan-
ning at naught.

But the platoon knows nothing
of this. It continues on its mis-
sion. Ome squad is to scale the
mountain; another squad is. to
haul a wouhded man back to the
beach. The culmlnatmg irony -is
that both of the tasks. on “this
uttérly meaningless mission are
not. carried out.. As the squad
scaling the mountain is about to
get to the top just as it has
reached the. utmost limit , of - its
endurance, (it. is attacked by a
rest of hornets, which is the final
unbearable dlstress that routs' it.

_, The recently released Federal
‘Trade Commission report en-
titled, “THE M ERGE R
MOVEMENT A SUMMARY
REPORT” is a highly instruc-
-tive document. Every unionist
hould become familiar with it.
t ought to be made wrequ'red
eading for all. those, =specially
op labor leaders, who believe
and sow the illusion that the
crowth “of monster monopclies
nd - their stranglehold on this
ation’s life can be halted or
ombatted within the existing
‘capitalist system.
‘The' gist of this FTC Report
s'that giant trusts have virtually
7iped out ‘ndependent and smaller
usitiess enterprises even in those
fields where they did not previ-
‘oasly deminate; and that they
Have intrenched themselves still
dnore strongly in those basic in-
‘dustries where they have now
ruled for decades.
! Since. 1940, that is in recent
ar and postwar years, monopo-
s.have gobbled up “more than
.2,450 ' formerly independent man-
ufacturlng and mining com-
yanies,” whose assets amounted
to“some 5.2 billion dollars, or
jore than 5 percent of the total
‘assets  of ALL manufacturing
orporations in the country.”
;ven more important than these
ggering figures is the fact that
monopolization has extended its
tcntacles over such mass con-
imer industries as “food and
beverages, textiles and apparel,
nd chemicals (including drugs).”
hese three traditional fields of
gmall and dispersed enterprises,
have, the FTC admits, “accounted
£5r over one-third of the total

DETROIT
_Hear. FARRELL DOBBS
“Candidate for U. S. President
® Leader of 1934 Minneapolis
. .. teamsters strike
@ Organized 250,000 over-the-
. .. road drivers
® Edltor of The Militant
® Jailed for opposmg World
: War II
Speaking on:
:“A SOCIALIST PROGRAM
FOR'AMERICAN WORKERS
' — THE ROAD TO WORLD
. PEACE”

Socialist Workers Party Hall
i 6108 Linwood Avenue

. Phone TYler 7-6267
SUNDAY SEPT. 12—7 p. m

‘herent tendency of capitalism is

number of
acquisitions.”

If any working family is still
in doubt as to why clothing, food
and even medicines are' so
cutrageously high - priced (and
shooting ever ngaer), let them
xe1ead the above passage. Here

they have the answer .— the
monopol'sts have been digging
their hands deeper and deeper
into the pockets of the poor.

The compilers of the FTC
report do not hesitate to admit
that it is the “high corporate
prefits (that) have fed the merger
movement.” In fact, high profits
— billiens upon 'billio(ns! — have
fed the monopoly gcrugers 30 weil
that today they are in a pesition
te do as they please—in par-
ticular, with regard to prices on
virtually every necessity.

Let the reader ponder well the
following single sentence from
the FTC report:

“At the end of June 1947, the
78 largest corporations had suf-
ficient net working capital to buy
up the assets of some 50,000
manufacturing corporations of
legs than 1 million dollars in
assets cach, representing  more
than 90% of all the manufactur-
ing corporations in the TUnited
States.”’

A mere handful of trusts—Iless
than four score of them!—are
able at will to “buy and sell”
v.rtually all the others! What s
more, they not only can, they
have actually been doing it!

ALL PHASES

According to the FTC 'eport
“‘the recent merger movement has
extended to virtually all phases
of manufacturing and mining. . .”
This activity of the monopolists |
has been climbing upwards very
sharply. “In the final quarter of
194’7, more mergers were repor-
ted than in any fourth quarter—
with the single exception of 1945
-—since 1920,” the report goes on
to: add. ;

The tendency toward concentra-
tion and monepolization has fol-
st moneopolies
were born at the close of the
Nineteenth Century—one pattern
and ¢nly one—upwards. Laws
and regulations passed under
capitalism are of no avail. Not
alone because -it is the menopol-
ists themselves who dictate the
laws, to ;say nothing of evading
them. It is also because  the in-

(recent monopoly)

for monopolies to grow until they
completely fuse with the state,
devouring in the process their
small competitors, along with the
living standards of the people and

all their cherished liberties and
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rights.

loopholes .in the . Clayton  Act,
‘eeth into the Sherman Anti-
'i‘rust Act, which, in its turn, was
first enforced not against -the

movement under Debs, The FTC
now wants these loopholes
“plugged up.” All this is a veac-
tionary utopia from which only

the publicized so-called
busting activities of

trust-

Franklin Roosevelt only succeeded
in farther buildng uap "~ and
strengthening the i{rusts. -
To destroy the corporations and
their power, before they destroy:
this country, it is-necessary -to
take the measures proposed-in
the Election Platform of the So-
cialist Workers Party:
Nationalize the basic mdustrles,
all war plants, all natiiral ‘re-
sources, and operate them in the
interests of the producers and
consumers '~ by -
clected committees of  workers
and technicians! Nationalize the
banks! Institute a planned
econemy of abundance, based on
productlon for use, not for profit!

The FTC report bewails - the |

vvhlch was supposed to have put]

trusts but against the early labor |

ike corporations can. benefit.  All |

Theodore :
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson and

democratically

Atto ' ‘Power for Peace

b N

“wallop®of 200,000 volts and turns 100 reve- -
Federated Pictures

By Leila Rice

The entry of Grace Carlson
in the vice-presidential cam-
paign this-year has a particular
‘significance: for the wonien of
America. This is the centennial
of the organized fight for women’s
rights. 'One hundred years ago,
in 1848, when the old feudal laws
regarding women began crumbl-

the Married Women’s ' Property

of the -husband to control the

Suffragette Movement.

The weakness of the Suffragette
Movement—and thousands of men
joined in that battle as -well:as.
women—was that it viewed the

the “Right to Vote” for women;
that this was the solution to all
the problems facing humanity.
Actually women are learning that
they can win their freedom only
when all humanity is freed from
ccenomic servitude. To be able to
develop their personal talents m
the social and economic fields, as
well as in their own speclﬁc ﬁeld
that of bearing children, wdmen
must be freed from the fear of
insecurity and want.

Susan B. Anthony II, grand-
niece of the crusading Susan B.
Anthony of the Suﬁ'ragette Move-
ment, wrote an article in the July
17 Saturday Evening Post which
has been widely commented upon.
The newspaper columnists are all
trying to make the Anmierican
woman satisfied with the present
gystem which keeps her in eco-
nomic servitude. These writers
bewa:l the fact that women are
not using their huge voting bloc.

WOMEN DISILLUSIONED

Some of the facts blought out
Ly Miss Anthony are indicative
of the disillusionment of women.
They feel that none of the exist-
ing organizations in the field to-
day have a program which fights
for their true interests.  Miss
Anthony further brings out that
the number of women lawyers,
doctors, educators and even those
getting college degrees was on

ing and New York State passed chilg
Act which cancelled the rights 8
wife’s property, the first Women’s | Y

Rights Convention was held, out |:
of which grew the well-known |

struggle as simply one to- gain | M

' minority groups—must certainly

increased, -and
outnumber men

W orkmg women
lodayr« women

The: program Whlch MlSS An-
thony advances for a new women’s

1ent does credit-to her study | |
Sstiod) ; A

1nsured mater-
eﬁts, before chxldbearmg.f

i ly ‘we read’ or parents, and
espec1ally mothers, leavmg chil-
dren alone and uricared for, while'
they are out seeking - amusement
Newspapers" pretend to be shock-
‘e at' these - heartless - mothers.
Unable to meét the social ecrisis
crumblmg family life, mahy wo-
faen are. filling- our institutions
for the mentally unfit as well as
he penitentiaries.

bOLUTION IN POLITICS

. The solvmg of the problem of
women’s rights is similar to the
problem of winning emancipation
for other oppressed sectiong of
the' population. It can only be
done by women organizing them-
selves to fight for their rights and
aligning  themselves with the
great progressive movements in
our society. Women — like the
oppressed  Negro people and

get into politiecs to win their
rights. But no more than other
oppressed groupings can they win
these rights by supportmg the
parties of capitalism. Women can
¢merge_ as a politieal .force only
by workng for the Zreation of a
new pohtmal party of the work-
ing. people,( replesentlng and
responsxve to their interests.

- Grace Carlson, vice- pres1dent1al
candldate of the boclallst Work-
érs Party—the only woman candi-

]though the actual number of‘

S‘

the decline even before the war,

‘

date for 'the office—is a symbol

FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN AMEch

1

and a banner bearer
struggle.

By woting for’ Carlson - this
November wonien voters will be
Votlng for a candidate who sym-
bolizes - the. fight for - women’s
rights ‘and a new mass party of
the working  people, and a" pro-
gram  that proposes to abolish
capitalism with its insecurity and.
want and build a new socialist
soclety of plenty and equality.

of this

| that this
1 you must Wwork in an organlzed

'

B

Part of the squad of stretcher-|
bearers succumbs to exhaustion,|
but Goldstein and Ridges go on,

so dazed by fatigue that, after
the wounded man dies, they con-
tinue to carry the body through
the jungle, only to lose it in .a
river.

DEFENSES BURNED -AWAY.

In this inferno - of suffering,
Coldstein and Ridges undergo a
gearing moment in which the
sheltering defenses of a life-time
are burned away and they are
left naked and exposed, bereft
rot only of the dead body but of
all which has protected and sus-
tained them. Goldstein finds that
his belief fthat Jews have been
born to torment in order that they
might act. as the conscience of
humanity is an illusion. Their
suffering has taught mankind
nothing. It is a burden whose
carrying has as little value as
his carrying the wounded man,
Ridges, who has always believed
in divine purpose, suddenly sees
that all his life he has worked
hard to no avail,-as he has done
just now, and fll’ldS God’s way to
be not beneflcent “but malicious.
The blinding flash in ‘which they
see themselves naked’ and alone,
stripped bare of all hope or pur-
pose, is one of terrific power.

At a crucial point in the patrol,
the platoon condemned itself to
its agonizing experience because

| of its inability, as a result of lack

of unity, to break the iron mili-
tary dlsclplme and rebel success-
fuily “against” Croft The failure
of the incipient  rebellion also
meant the breaking down of Red
Valsen, who has always. been  a
lone wolf uncowed by authority,
but finds that he cannot main-
tain his integrity in 1solat10n
from others. This breaking ‘down

of Red’s.spirit is an illustration

of the thesis of General Cum-
mings, the theoretician of a mili-
tarized Amerlca who dellghts in
his power’ to ‘control and mani-
pulate men and who dreams of
gaining new and greater powers
outside of the army after. the
war. The army, he. tells. Healn,
is arranged as a “fear ladder” in|
which “you’re frightened of the

man above yeu, and contemptuous‘

of your subordinates” in order to
break the spirit of the 1nd1v1dual
soldier and cause him to lose any
idea of his rights as a person.
General Cummings explains

.| that Hitler’s dream of a 1000-
ard C. Hltchcock of Plttsburgh ‘Soon ‘to'be *|
ergy show in New York, the motor is

yvear era of fascism was sound
but Germany’ was too weak to put

Tit across. Now America was tak-

ing over the task.

" The ‘Naked and the Dead not
cnly enables us better to under-
stand the nature of the capitalist
army; it enables us better to un-
derstand the nature of capitalist
society of whose atomization of
the individual the army is merely
the most concentrated expression.
And it enables us better to un-
derstand what life would be like
in the militarized America which
is the only future eapitalism has
to offer. “You can consider the
Army as a preview of the fuiure,”
says General Cummings—but he
reckons without the' tising mass
revolt against- h1m and his klnd

POLITICAL VACUUM

Even our author, who when he
wrote this novel was a k1nd of

| intellectual anarchist, opposed to

all organized groups and parties,
has now come to the conclusion
is - incorrect, and  that

way “if you are going ‘to accom-
plish anything in your own frame-
work of :'time.” Norman M‘aller
now thinks that the book suffers
a little because it was written' in
a political vacuum. “There’s a
tendency among too many leftist
wuters, he .started 'in- an inter-
view with the New . York Star,
“_and I think I'm a llttle guilty
of it'in The Naked and the.Dead
—to avoid a lot of problems. The
hero generally functions in- a
politically colorless framework.”

Have you asked your Friends
to Help the
Dobbs-Carlson Campaign?

® Bohannan

16 pages

- 116 University Place

A NEW PAMPHLET — JUST OUT!

A Letter to American Negroes
by William E. Bohannan

® Born in Savannah, Georgia, William E.
Bohannan moved with his family to Newark,
N. J., when he was five years old.

as a member or officer -of both CIO and AFL
unions. He is a member of the executive board
of the Newark Branch of the NAACP and
was one of the organizers of the Newark
unit of the March on. Washington movement.

® He is now the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for Congressman from the 11th
District in New Jersey in the November elections.

Order y.our‘copy now from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

has played a prominent -role

+ 10 cents

New York 3, N Y.

Harry Braverman of Youngs-
town, Ohlo, our candidate for
Cengress in the 19th District, is
the outstanding campaigner of
the week. Readers of The Mili-
tant will. rémember that the
Youngstown Board of Elections
threw out Braverman’s petitions
because some of the .people. who
signed  the petitions had moved
from therr residence where t
last regrstered and s1gned their
new addresses! And some of these
Northern capitalist politicians
pretend indignation because Ne-
groes in the South are demed the
hallot. s

Well, ‘Harry has made the
welkin ring in his fight to over-
throw this phony ruling, First he
made things hottér than a fire-
cracker for the Board of Elec-
tions. And last week he took his
case to the Ohio Supreme Court.
He didn’t have the price of a high
attorney’s fee so he boned up on
all the hocus-pocus of  the law
and “ submitted his' brief without

The reporters were goggle- eyed,
they’d never ' seen anything like
it- before 'and. they-:gave’ good
accounts of ‘Harry’s action in the
Ohio .papers.

I Harry Wins; they may havé
to reprint all the -ballots in . the
19th District. That'll learn them
not . to monkey with the demo-
cratic rights - of the workers—
when  Trotskyists are around.

MINNESOTA: ~ Farrell - Dobbs

came back home last week to the
town he helped write a union
label - on. . He got a rousing wel-
come. It was. on: a_small  scale
but still.a real omeén of what to
expect when -the ‘tide turns. Bar-
bara Bruce writes that there was
an enthusiastic audience at Far-
rell’s meeting - at  the ‘Andrews
Hotel. ‘Althost the entire stdff of
Local. 544—the staff ‘the teamst-
crs  elected before Tobin " and
Roosevelt declared war on the
unlon——-was there. And so too
\vere numerous drivers still in the
unien suffering under the rule of
'l‘obms gangsters. The audience
showed ‘they meant business by
centrlbutmg a  total ,of $350.
Vincent R. Dunne, candidate for
U. S. Senate against Ball., the
bosses’ man, was in the chair,
- The Minneapolis and St. Paul
papers. gave Farrell a big play.
Johh™ Wickland, Minneapolis  Tri-
bune writer, tells why: “Ten
years ago Dobbs was a force to
reckon with in Mlnenapohs labor
cireles. ‘He and: the Dunne
biothers and Karl Skoglund were
u.ndoubtedly the most powerful
labor leaders this city has ever
known.”

A good meeting was held for
I‘obbs in St. Paul. Farrell told
the story of the Kutcher case
and paid tribute to- the wvaliant
ﬁght of the packinghouse work-
ors, manJ ‘of whom ‘are - e:ettmg
the same dirty treatment from
the pt cking trust that Kutcher
is getting from the biggest trust
of ,all ,the capitalist’ government.

.***

WITH GRACE CARLSON IN
OHIO The comrades 'are still

‘ overﬁowmg w1th praise at com-

rade - Carlsons masterful per-
formance Cat oa “Press Club
Presents program, a - variation

of “Meet the Press” on -Cleve-
land’s Mutual statlon on Aug:
25. Two weeks: before. the news-
papermen made a chump out. of

Campoaigning
Dobbsand CarIson

By George Clarke, SwP Campaign Manager

 benefit of counsel in Columbus. |

Gus. Hall, Ohio State Chairman
of the Communist Party. They
dragged him over the coals an(i
back again for all the. ﬂlp-ﬂopu
and crimés of . Stahmsm.

But Grace turned the tables.
She
analysis’ of the loglc of the c 1
struggle in thls\country and: ¢
the partys program. The fx
lowed a long" serles\ of -questi
which comrade - Carlsen ;
her stride. But’when " one neWs-
paperman: asked:" “Why " did* the
Attorney-General put the SWP
on the subversiye’ Hst??” the
‘Selander wrltes, Grace stol, thé
show. g

“That’s
know!” she began: and.then she
ripped into the whole sordid’ deal
which The - Militant* has . written
about. From then on,-Ted "says’,
all: questions ~weré asked in‘g
1espectful tone in the atmosphere
of students 1ei
teacher in a: schoonoom

In addltlon to thls program,

Grace was interviewed: on ;a
women’s - radio ' program.- There
was an informal banquet arranged
by the branch and a public-meet-
ing at the Hollenden : Hotel. = -

TOLEDO: From Cleveland
Comr‘ade Carlson went to Toledo.
Here she ‘was interviewed on' two
women’s programs . over. stations
WTOL and WTOD. Out' vice-
presidential candidate -is taking
the beauty parlor chit-chat out of
these programs by talking: about
our differences with other pa‘rtie’._s;
the SWP’s :stand on' war  and
Stalinism. .In _ the  two .days
precedlng the broadca"{t th e
was - a small but ~good ' public
meeting . and “a - social alfalr in
comrade Carlson’s “honor. "

k ook ¥

NEW YORK: All' of the re-
ports talk of the intense heat in
recent days, and we in New Yoérk
fave our own little story to tell.
It is a story of an outstand’ng
demonstration = of revolutlonary
devotion. 250 comrades’ and
friends came to the Trotsky
Memorial meetlng, which launch--
ed ‘the presidential ' campaign™in
New York, when the thérmometer

sight and I think the audience
wags unanimous in agreement that
it was a great meeting.

Among - the ~features - of  the
neeting Was the premietre of the.

ing. scenes from:' the = Partyls
nominating. convention and the
beginning of :the campalgn. It
marks a grand start for. ' our
buddlng film producers—a-and we
hope to:-have the film out in the
country in the near future.

Joe Morgan gave a hard- hrttmg
talk on Trotsky’s analysis of the
American Negroes as a “dynamic

revolutionary segment ‘of -the
American - working class.” -
sk ok e

HERE AND THERE: Con-
necticut is getting ready to: file
with 18,300+ signatures. . The law.
requires 8,300 for pre31dentlal
candidates. . . Wisconsin is gefting
‘under way—now has about. 6;1000
sighatures. . . Mike Bartell speke
on the chkman Case over WEVD
in New York on Aug. 31 and
Farrell Dobbs’” CBS acceptarce
gpeech  was rebroadeast . over
WNYC on Sept: 1. . . The Plenty-.
‘wood Herald gave a: big 'front:
page write-up to Farrell’s meet-

ing in that-Montana. city.

More Branches Swmg
Into’ Sub Campalgns

More branches are getting into
the swing of the - Presidential
Election ‘Sub Drive, following the
fine beginnings made by Detroit
and Flint. More than 300 subs |
came in last week and this week
‘starts off as promising.

Militant subScriptions are seen
to be a vital part of the SWP
election campaign. The house-to-
house and street sales of subs
have prepared for mass  street
meetings, which, in turn, have
Lelped to sell more subs.

*

From Philadelphia, George re-
ports: “25 of the 28 subs are
from an open air meeting—13
more than from our first street
meeting. "This was a new ex-
perience to us here, but we are
learning fast. Starting next week
we will hold three street-corner
meetings a week, which should
step up sub-getting even further.”
Last week Philadelphia sent 19
subs.

Flint has reached a total of 315
subs in the campaign. Of the last
, “16 are from Chevrolet union
members and five sent in by our
very cooperative friend in Hud-
sonville,” reported Genora. “Thig
time we have Set no campaign

getting part of our election:cam-
paign.” s

£ * B3

Ninety-two from San Francisco
led last week’s returns, followed
by 11 more this week. Sa1a Ross
writes: “We feel we have now
launched the campaign, with- a
total of 142 to date. Petition work
will hold us up a few weeks but
after that we will make. subbing
part of the election campalgn
Oakland branch turned in 16 subs.
l
Minneapolis sent 3‘3 subs 1ast
week, same as the week before.
B B % '
For Los Angeles South Side
Branch, Ed Smith sent “15 subs
gotten in today’s mobilization at
a housing project on the South
Side.” The week before he had
sent six. A dozen others also came
from Los Angeles.
* * ¥
Four more subs came in last.
week from readers who first be-
came acquainted with The Mlll-
tant after writing in for copies
of radio speeches by the Socialist
Workers Party candidates. Radio
responses are still arriving by
every mail. i
£ Ed ES
Ten subs each from Milwaukee
and New Britain, seven each from
St. Paul and Seattle, 19 from:
Pittsburgh and lesser nunibers
from more than a score of: cities:

tal

quota but are just making sub-

e

just ‘what‘ we” want . \ to "

stood at 100. It was a magnificént .

film “SWP on the Mareh” show-

helped to plle up 1ast week’s to- -
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In the past, America has known more than one stormy

conflagration.
future with confidence,

TROTSKY

outburst of revolutionary or semi-revolutionary mass move-
ments. Every time they died out qulckly, because America at
every time entered a new phase of economic upswing and also
because the movements themselves were characterized by crass
empiricism and theoretical helplessness. These two conditions
belong to the past. .. American capitalism will enter an epoch
“of monstrous lmperlahsm, of an uninterrupted growth of arma-
ments, of intervention in the 4ffairs of the entire world, of
military conflicts and convulsions. . . These radical changes
permit us to predict with certainty that the inevitable and
relatively rapid, revolutionary transformation of the Amer-
ican proletariat will no more be the former, easily extinguish-
able “bonfire,” but the beginning of a veritable revolutionary
In America, Communism can face its great

Leon Trotsky, “Germany: The Key to the Internatmnal

Situation,” 1931,

.democratic tradition

e

The Kutcher Case

No political persecutron and outrage against
in

aroused such spontaneous, widespread and

‘burning indignation as the case of James

Kutcher, the Newark war veteran who lost

both legs in combat in Italy.

fail to seeth with anger. at the government’s
brutal . action in firing this war-maimed vet-
eran from his $40-a-week clerical job with the
Veterans Administration because of his anti-
capitalist views and membership in the So-
cialist Workers Party.

James Kutcher has not begged for mercy.

"He has not equivocated. From the start, he

has stated publicly and admitted with pride
that he is a member of the Socialist Workers
Party. And he has declared -furthermore that
he intends: to fight for his right-to hold any
-political views ‘he sees fit and still keep his
government job. ;

- Kutcher has determined to make his case
the "symbol of resistance-to the Hitler-like
witch-hunts, “loyalty” purges and political

. blacklists that make a mockery of civil rights

and ‘democratic processes in this country.

“I am not fighting-this case only for myself,”
he told reporters last week. “Somebody has to
stand up sometime and call a halt to these
persecutions; If, by my stand, | can save any
veteran or government employe from govern-
ment persectution in the future, | will consider
my fight worthwhile.” -

Everyene who has respect for a ﬁghter and
a man of prmc1ple will applaud these words.

South has provided one more demonstration
af the ripeness of the soil among the Dixie-
crats for a fascist movement. ,

At successive meetings, “hecklers” pelted
the presidential candidate of the Progressive
Party with eggs, tomatoes, greén peppers and
other missiles. This “heckling” did not come
from the accidental listeners in some audiences

“who- try to interrupt a speakerwith an ob-

jection: It was organized. "

Bands of hoodlums, numbering from a few’
dozens to sevelal hundred, filtered among the
audiences in professional style to-initiate the
bartages and break up the meetings.

According to members of the Wallace tour,
these “hecklers” followed Wallace from c1tv
to city.

At Durham; N. C., on Aug. 29, one of the
members of the Wallace group, James D.
Harris, a Navy veteran, was stabbed twice
in’the left arm and six times in' the back.

The Durham police refused to arrest the
knife-wielding assailant, threatening instead
to jail the wounded victim. '

This follows an ominous pattern. It is the
pattern of fascism. Incidéents. such as these
occurring today in the South require only
changes of name, place and date to fit into
‘the history of the rise of fascism and nazism.

In Italy and Germany small bands of
hoodlums, traveling from town to town in
trucks, broke up one meeting after another

of Workmg class political parties and the .

Stalinist Emigration

Many people are wondering why the Stalin
regime made such a cause celebre of the case
of the three school teachers’who refused to
return to Russia; why the Stalinist officials
pushed matters to such extremes as to permlt
the U. S. State Department to create an in-
ternational scandal for the Kremlin?

Some have explained the utter brutality
and cynicism of the Kremlin officials’ action
by the fact that a totalitarian regime does
not understand “the niceties and finesse of
diplomacy. Something far more fundamental
is- involved here. .

The Kremlin regime is growing increas-
ingly concerned about the foreign emigra-
tion, of which the case of the school teachers
is simply the latest spectacular example. In
the past few years this trickle has grown to a
51zable stream The emigration mcludes not
only professmnal people and deserting soldiers
but goes all the way up to important ad-

tors, consular officials, GPU officers
d ssadors. Stalin fears that a new
otentid overnment -in-opposition may be
3| road: whic at a later stage can

recent years has

Indeed no one with a spark of decericy can -

There have been hundreds of - government
workers fired in the “loyalty” purge because
of their political views; but here is the first
_case where one 'of them has’ stood “up and said,
“Yes, 1 hold these views. 1 have a right to
hold these views. And the" government has no
right to fire me because of them.”

Thus, the defense of ]ames Kutcher is posed
clearly and openly as a defense of funda-
mental political hbertles As such, it involves
the rights of every American citizen, of every
working man and woman. [t has ‘the pro-
foundest significance for every, person who
now, or in the future, ‘may differ in political
views from the regime in power.

James~ Kutcher didn’t. count noses’ before
making his stand. He boldly elected to make
his stand on principle even if he stood alone.
But he won’t stand alone. Already a mass
defense movement, is spreading throughout

' the country; a number of prominent labor and

liberal leaders are serving on:the recently
formed Kutcher defense committee.

But this is not enough. The lame-duck poli-
t1c1ans the office commandos and bureaucrats
in-Washington won’t be moved by mere ap-

peals to simple decency. They will be forced

to reverse their action in the Kutcher case
only by a powerful, organized mass protest.

Above all, it is the duty of the entire labor
movement -to array itself publicly and
aggressively -on the side of James Kutcher, to
denounce the political persecution against him

’

and thus fight to call a halt to vicious anti- -

democratic practices that his case symbolizes.

| *Fédi"s’iﬁ ,'m- 'ihe' South

The tour of Henry Wallace through the.

trade unions. The “heckling” grew: more and
more " violent until stabbings and murders
became common incidents.

It is hopeless i{to appeal to the “better
nature” of such hoodlums as Wallace tried to
do. They interpret appeals to the American
tradition of giving a man a “fair hearing”
as a sign of weakness inviting greater violence.
They are following "a different. American.

tradition—that of the' Ku Klux Klan, the tar -

and feather party and the lynchmg bee.’ They

'understand only one answer and that is a-

stern and militant defense = of democratlc
rights.

Where there is danger of such bands ap—'
pearing’ at a meeting, it is the duty of the
labor moyvement to rally agamst them. The
question of one’s agreement or dlsagreement
with:the political - opmlons of the speaker is

not,.involved. The  issue "is defense of the

right to free speech and defense of democracy

against the fascist. danger. .
If the unions organize labor Defense
Guards, men trained , to' handle missile-

throwers and knife-wielders at meetings, shorf -

stop can be put to these American imitators
of the Black Shirts and Brown Shirts of.
Europe. ‘ ‘

The police cannot be depended upon to
restrain these elements as.the Durham stab-
bing emphatically shows. Labor must depend
upon its own forces to safeguard democratic
rights and prevent the easy v lctorles on which
a fascist movement feeds.

find support among the highly dlssansﬁed
population of Russia.

Every tyranny has produced an emigra-
tion. But no regime in modern history has
experienced the difficulties of the Kremlin in
retaining the loyalty of its governmental
staffs. Even the decaying Chiang Kai-shek
regime of China, bereft of any popular sup-
port, has not had any desertions of its gov-
ernmental staffs abroad. That is because,
despite its decomposition, the Chiang regime
represents a definite, stable, historical class—
the capitalists and landlords.

The recurrent desertions of high govern-
ment officials is one of the best: demonstra-
tions that the Stalinist bureaucracy is not a
new class but a temporary and -unstable
parasitic formation, hating and fearing the
very government of which it is the beneficiary.
.The frantic efforts of the Kremlin to seal
every crevice leading across the borders can

solve nothing. The regime lives from hand to
mouth in dread of the approachmg day of
reckomng

Trotsky Memorial

ceting in N. Y.
753 to SWP Fund

“Somebody has to stand up sometime and calla: halt to these persecutlons, If, by my stand, I can:
save any - veteran or government employe from government persecution in the future; I will cons1der
my flght worth while.”” — James Kutcher, at the Aug. 25 K_utcher_ press conference, Newark; N. J:

WORKERS FOF

Discusses Mean.ihg ,
Of Spy Scare -
Editor: ’ ‘

The Congressional spy - scare

| hearings have 'as their primary

purpose the inflaming of publice
ommon in-order.to render: more
easy the' conv1cu10nw of the Stalin-
ist’ leau(.rs go ®*that the‘ Smith

to war. The Repubhcans are also
using ‘thése hearings to sell them-
selves ag better agents of im-

‘perialism .than the. -“inefficient”

Demorrats, but ' this. is - only
rivalry.-within the family which
i$ of secondary importance.

With a glow of moral superiority
it-'is being, charged that Stalin

| maintained -an espionage system

in the United States at the very
time that the United States and
the Soviet Union were war-time
allies. This is undoubtedly true,
whether -or not -the ' testimony

Gag Liw’ may. be uSed on’ the
morrow against all those opposed

| consular - establishments

| added,

'rlven at the heaungs is true in

| every detail” But! 30, undoubtedly,

did the Wall Street goVernment
in spite of the statements on both
sides of undying friendship and
eternal peace after the war.

. Spying is, of course, going on
in preparation for war. Recently,
in reply to.a demand by a Senate
subcommittee that it be allowed
to see the conﬁc.enhal visa fles
of UN representatlves, Secretary
of State Marshall replied (N.I
Herald Tribune, Aug. 14): *‘Much
material "in the -files has been
obtained by our “diplomatic and
abroad
{ffom confidential sources which
must be protected.” The reporter
“It. was learned that the
State Department is concerned
also with ©protecting . sources
w“hm the United States govern-
ment, and possibly, other (gov-
ernments.”. So’ part of the work
of TUnite d States ambassadors
and military attaches abroad i
spying. American intelligence, as

of Stalinism

"Opening Address

0il and Labor

'CONTENTS FOR AUGUST

‘WORLD IN REVIEW
- The Break-Up of the Two-Party System
The Attack on Democratic Rights
Stalinism and the Struggle for Civil Liberties

.The True Testament of Trotsky
Yugoslav Events and the World Crisis

By E. Germain

Statement by Political Committee of SWP

An Open Letter to the Yugoslav Communist Party
From the International Secretariat of the
Fourth International

Resolutions on Latin America and Cyprus

Delivered at Second World Congress of
Fourth International

By John Frederieks

Well as Russmn 1nte111gence, use,s
tools in foreign governments.
Militant - workers' will observe
with interest the revelations of
instability of the Sta 11nlst
bureaucracy indicated by “the
flight of many of its represent-

of GPU  activity ‘against- pro-
letarian - revolutionists, such as
that' made by Miss Bentley when
she  described the - role
played in the murder- of Leon
Trotsky.” However, they will not
allow the spy hullabaloo to divert
them from fighting the action of
the government ag'ainst the Com-
munist Party, 'whatever = its
bureaucratization ‘and :the. con-
nections of 'itg tops with the
GPU. This action is merely in-
tended to be a plung'e through n
soft sector ‘of - labor in order %o
out-flank ‘the en’clre labor iove-
ment :
- Paul- Schaplro
New York City

Urges Youth .
To Join Fight
Editor: ‘ »

I am young and. at this. time m
my ‘life T feel more keenly, more

Leutely, and perhaps more accu-
rately than the .senior members

| of “this land and generation the

stumbhng barrier - across which
no present-day mortal may step

1nolgnatlon of his fellow citizens..

| This mounting’ precipice is that
of racial and rehglous intolerance.

' We have lost for the piesent
our heritage of freedom and
equality which should be so pre-

gotten-that which should be the
jnborn desire of every one of us,
the wish and want for our un-
realized and unvalued liberty.

JAmong us are: millions of Am-
ericans who bear fronr their birth
the -'stigma of intolerance, they
have lost their well-deserved and
promised chance of human de-
cency, because we neglected the
care of our government and civil
laws until we no longer control
but are controlled. R

I write this not as a member
of a down-trodden Negro family
or a mocked Jewish family, but
as a normal,  white, protestant
girl, who has been aroused into
fury by the insolence, lack of
common-knowledge and surplus of
self-conceit. of the average. pros-
perous American..I want. only:to
assure myself and my generation
of the kind of life that may be

of thé awakening youth of this
country. would Jom ‘forces

ME.

Kansas City, ¥

703<=TPEL=4

@

atives abroad and the disclosures |
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YOUNGSTOWN!

-MILIT‘ANT LABOR FORUM

) presents
" GRACE CARLSON
SWP- Vice-Presidential cand;date
8:00 p. m. '
" Wednesday, Sept. 8
234 E. Federal Street -

‘

. Election Campaign and Party

| action exhibited by Comrade.

| tion, from

The New -York Local took a
big stride forward in meeting .
its sizable $7,500 pledge when
the enthusiastic audience at its

Leon Trotsky Memorial meetmg
gave '$763 to .the $25,000 SWP =

Building Fund. This fine collec-'
tion was a twofold tribute to the
memory of the great working -
class leader who founded the -
Fourth International and to the
living example of courageous

Yames Kutcher, the legless vet-
eran who is defying the “loyalty
purge.” Comrade Kutcher re- -
ceived a tremendous ovatlon at:
the meeting.

The contributions last week
totalled $1,359. This fell a httle
less than one hundred dollars
short of the half-way mark. The
branches will have to step up.
their collections from now on if
the entire $25, 000 is to be-raised
in the remaining weeks.

.Farrell Dobbs’ appearance in
the Northwest has -evidently
spurred contributions from there. ..
Last week’s mail brought a dona-
Jolin . McBride

Seattle; one from Wentachee;
and . a $5 .bill -from = Portland, ,;'
QOregon.

The anesota Campalgn Fund
Manager reports a very success- ;
ful meeting. for Dobbs -in- Min-
neapolis which has enabled his -
itome -state to get into the top ' -
ten on this week’s scoreboard:
M:nnesota has now reached 60
percent of its $2,000 quota.

Flint writes that “we put on a
beautiful publicity campaign for
Grace Carlson. It helped put us ’
ori the map in the city—but “it
depleted our funds.” Flint is now ~
making plans for an ~equally *
rousing reception for ‘Dobbs,

Cleveland is mounting steadily =
on the scoreboard. Bob Kingsley '
writes that additional pledges -
made by friends will raise the
total pledge here to $455, whlch
goes beyond 1ts quota. \

A message . to Militant sub- -
*cubels The postman will -bring -

vou an appeal this week to. help
‘p] ead the message of Soc1ahsm :
in 1948. Do your part in. the -
Nchbs-Carlson presidential . cam-
paign by .mailing your dollar
hills' to 116 University Place,
New York 3N Nt sl

SWP

Branch *  Quota, Paid Percent
"~ Allentown 50 50 100
Rochester 50 50 - 100
- Tacoma 50 50 100
Milwaukee 400 379 - - 95
St. Louis 50 44 88
Philadelphia 500 425 85
Seattle 600 500 83
West Virginia 100 70 (1]
Reading 150 95 ) 60
‘Minnesota 2,000 1,219 60
Cleveland 400 237 59
Flint - 400 216 ) 54
. New York City. 7,500 4,032 54
Newark 750 400 53
Baltimore 50 25 50
Youngstown 800 385 48
Los ‘Angeles 2,500 1,115 . 45
Pittsburgh 200 ‘80 40
Detroit 1,600 610 ‘38
Chicago 2,000 771 38
Chicago 2,000 71 38
San Franciseo-Oakland 1,500 473 31
Toledo 200 57 28
San Diego 50 13 26
 Buffalo 1,000 i 237 23
Boston-Lynn 400 83 21
Connecticut 250 17 8
Akron 400 10 3
General 1,075 82 8
$25,000 $12,169 .48

Total thru Sept. 1

'ELECTION FI!ND )

m———

without the fear of evoking the

Activities of ‘Militant’ Readers and the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

cious - to our souls we have for-

led in the United States if move
16 p. M Library, bookstore.

- | cussion  Group every Fri..

AKRON—4 So. Howard St 2nd fl. Mon,
through Fri., 7 to 9 p. m, s Branch meet-
ing every 'Thurs. 8§ p.m.
BALTIMORE——HZ%) ]iz} B«altlmo;e snt s
Phone Wolfe 17537, Daily 9 a.m. -9-p.m.,
0.  Coover Sr., MILITANT and. FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL on sale.

B()STON——30 Stuart St., Sat . 1-8p. m., |

Tues., 7:30-9:3
. BUFFALO—Militant Forum. 629 Main
St ond fl. Phone MAdison 3960. Every
sviternoon except Sun.

CHICAGO—1777 W. Adams (corner. Hal-
sted). Phone DEArborn 4767, Daily except
Sun., 11 a. m.-5 p. m, Library, book-
store.

CLEVELAND—Militant Forum, Sun,,
8:30 p.-m., Peck’s Hall, 1446 E. 82nd st.
{off Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave, Ihone
TY %-626%. Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p. m.

“FLINT—Socialist Workers Party Hall,
215 E. Ninth Street. Phone: 2-2496.
Open House Saturday evenmgs

LOS ANGELES—Militant Publ. Assn.,
Room 201, 124 W, 6th St. Phone VAndyke
8061.

SAN PEDRO—Militant, 1008 8. Pacific
Room ' 214.

WATTS—Militant, 1720 E. -87th St.

0 D, T

LYNN, (Mass.)—44 Central Sq., Rm,
11, Sat. 1-5 p. m. Discussion, Tues.,
s 30 p. m.

MILWAUKEI}—~M1w11tam Bookshop, 608
§. Bth St. Mon. through Fri., 7:30-9:30
p. .m. ‘Phone BRoadway 964.) :

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th. St. . Phone
Main 7781. Daily except Sun., 10 a. m.-

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn. )—«Militant Dig-
7:30 p.m. Mil-

NEW HAVEN .= Labor School, 855
Grand . Ave., 8rd fl., Tues. 8-10:30 p. m.
NEWARK—423 Snrlngﬂeld Ave, Phone
Blgelow 8-2574. Reading room, Open
daily, 12-4 and 7-10 p.m. ;
NDW YORK CITY (Ha. )—118 Un!ve'rl-

ity- PL.-~ Phone .GR. 5-8149. ; S
EAST SIDE—251 E. Houston St.
1st f1.

HARLEM—103 *W. 110 St., Rm, 23
Photie MO. 2-1866. Open discussion,
Thurs.,, 8 p/ m.

BRONX—1034 Prospect Ave., lst £l
PHone LU. 9-0101.

BROOKLYN—G35 Fulton St. Phone
ST. 3-7433.

' CHELSEA—130 'W. 23rd St Phone

CH. - 2-9434.

OAELAND (Cal.)—Write P, O. .
1351, Oakland 4.

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W. Gir;
Ave., 2nd fl. Fhone Stevenson 4-5820,:
Open daily. Forutm, Fri, 8 p. m

'PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd fI;
Sunday .. evening discussions on “The
SWP Election Program’’, Every \d
7:30 P. M. J

SAN DIEGO (Cal.) — For mformatio,n
‘write P. O. Box 857. i
SAN FRANCISCO——1739 Fillmore AV
4th fl. '®hone FI. 6-0410. Daily excéep:
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m. Nd
SEATTLE—Maynard Bldg.,, 1st Ave.,
South & Washington. Phone Main" 927
Mon.. through Sat., 12-5 p. m.. -Bran¢h
meeting, Fri., 8 p. m Library, booksto:
ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand: Blvd.
312.- Forum, Thurs., 7-30-10 p; -m
ST. l’AUL—540 Cedar St.

Box

Summlt Room - 1, top fl.
YOUNGSTOWN — 2

tant ~Labor Club, 165 M‘a,in St (next to
Strand - Theatre).

‘Phone 3—1305 ‘Wed., o
4 p. m, - 5




Desplte the bhstermg heat we had very fine
ampalgn rallies in Cleveland and Toledo - last
veek. But the most intriguing features of ‘the
our in those cities were the radio interviews—
wo in each place.
I have had some interesting talks with the in-
erviewers who conduct such programs. Privately,
hey are somewhat impressed by honest people—
maybe they are even a little envious. Radio
\announcers, who have to reel off one commercial
- after another all day long, are forced to be fakers.
And there is always a big whip held over
hem! A prominent sign in Toledo’s station WTOD
ells its announcers ‘“Commercials Pay Your
Salary—Do Them Right.”
‘Selling “ Socialism is a much more satisfying
kind of work than selling Taystee Bread or.
Klddles Kute Klothes.
‘Of course it isn’t possible to sell the entire
Socialist Workers Party program on one of these
adio- interviews but I get in as much Trotskyism
as possible. Perhaps it would be interesting to
he Militant readers to know what kind of ques-
“tions are asked on such a program. I’ll just copy
he ‘questions off the mimeographed sheet, which
the director of station WTOD’s “Women’s Page
_of the Air” gave me before the broadcast yester-
‘day. The answers were not written out and, of
. course, I don’t have to give them because all of
our readers know what the answers should be.
2 Announcer' . “We have here m the studio with *

A Week in 0hio

By Grace Carlson

us today Dr. Grace Carlson, Socialist Workers
Party Candidaté for Vice-President of the United
‘States. Dr. Carlson, I might add, is the only
woman running . for Vice- Pres1dent in this elec-
tion. Have women been chosen to fill the vice-
presidential berth in any other: election to your
knowledge, Dr. Carlson?

2. “Do you expect to be elected?”

8. “When you're a candidate in a national
election, you can vote for yourself, can’t you?”

4 “Where ‘were you born?”

5. “Where did you get your doctorate degree
and in what subjects?”

6. “When did you first become actively in-
terested in the’ principles of the Socialist Work-
ers Party?”

7. “Have you encountered any resentment
. towards having women in positions of prominence
in your pohtlcal party ?”

8. “Do you receive a salary from the party"”

9. “How do you manage to make. both ends
‘meet?”
10. “In your tours around the country, I

imagine you’ve picked. up a great many cooking

_recipes that are particular favorites in sections.

Can you tell us about some?”
-And inasmuch 'as I'm the best cook among all
—of the vice- presrdentlal candidates (maybe éven
the presidential candidates) I was able to give
Toledo’s citizens the recipe for
Italian dish, Liver Rocco.

'

The dlspute between Tito and Stalin serves
- to popularize the fact that the Soviet Union has
degenerated and that Stalinist policy represents
- a complete break with the Leninist tradition.

. ‘Lenin and Trotsky based their program on the
international solidarity of the working class and
~depended upon the appeal of reason to unite the
- laboring people of all lands in the great task
of building world Socialism. They went so far
in upholdmg democratic rights as to insist on the
right of all races or nationalities to secede from
the Soviet Union if they so desired.

"As Lenin himself underlined, while “trying to
_knit the nations closely together” the revolution-
. ary socialist party “does not intend to bring about
that consummation by the use of force, but
through the free, fraternal union of the laboring
. masses of all nationalities.”

~Stalinism, on the contrary, rests on fear of the
advance of Socialism and maintains power through
the lie, police terror, concentration camps, the
firing squad and the assassin’s knife.

And like gangsters that are hard-pressed, they
are discarding diplomatic pretehses and openly
. employing threats of murder to those who dare
_cross them. Thus the Central Committee of the
' Russian Communist Party in a letter to Tito
- dated March 27, referred to the fate of Leon
Trotsky, emphasizing “for Tito’s benefit: “We

_ instructive.” ;
The GPU, with its customary subtlety, is calling
Tito’s attention to the pick-axe it had driven
into Trotsky’s skull in 1940. )

“This was not all. The clincher came on August

believe Trotsky’s political career to be sufficiently -

'l‘lto-Stalln Conﬂlet

- By ] oseph Hansen

M Grace Carlson, candidate f

23 at an extraordmary Congress of the Trtestme
Communist Party when Vittorio V1da11, the local
Moscow representative, called on. “every Com-

munist to contribute to the fight against the Yugo- |-

slav leaders.” Another Stalinist official in Trieste.
“clarified” -this directive: “Putting it bluntly
this means that anyone among us, 'if he has the
chance, should remove Tito, e

In rebuttal, Tito has. demonstrated h1s ablllty
to meet the Kremlin debaters on-their own ground.
Adherents of the Moscow faction- in Yugoslavia

|
have been removed- from office and also from

public view. One general who found ‘the discussion |-

too sharp:for comfort in Yugoslavia was brought

3 up short at the border by the strongest argument

in the arsenal of Stalinism—a rifle bullet. Tito
has done his best to demonstrate his Stalinist
orthodoxy.

Nevertheless, the rift betWeen Stalm and Tito
is of profound significance to the working class. |
It shows in the most emphatic way how little free-
dom Stalinism dares allow those under its domina-

tion. It throws a strong light on the instability |

of the Stalinist bureaucracy and its internal weak-

. ness. It can mark the beginning of a new up-

surge of the peoples freed from Stahmst influ-
ence.

In other words far more ‘is mvolved than the

fight between a big dictator and a little dictator.

The struggle'initiated by Tito, involving the ques-

tion of national Sovereignty of‘Yugosla’via, may
well become the starting point for new, large-

scale regroupments and developments in the in- |

ternational working ‘class movement.

a - very good :

?‘3 STAI.INIST I.EADERS

UAW Progressives Laun
New Grouping at Confel

Fl l T, Mrch Aug 29—One of the most sramﬁcant developments in )eans w1th1
ClO United Auto Workers is signalized by the statew1de conference here today of 350 leadi
SUA\V ‘members, organized as the Commlttee ‘for a ’\lrhtant and Democ1 atlc UAW.
This conference convened at¥——+—— :
‘the call of Richard T. Léonard, | with ‘the present. “‘far diffe
former UAW vice-president and ricture,” the Statement Of Pol
now presrdent of Detroit DeSoto says:

Local 227, laid the foundation Yor| “Many of the -gains we “had

a regroapment of the auto mili-| wWon tth\{gh great sacrlflce and
tants on. a fighting, progresswe struggle in the last ten years)
program. have been /w1ped ‘out. ‘The im-

In its  size, compos1t10n ‘and :provernent in our hvmg sta"nd-
] plograrn, the conferénce -demon- ards’ has ‘gone by the_board. The

i f the worker in the shop
| strated: ‘the strong . -and - speedy voice 0
come- -back the progressive forces on matters of production stand-
are making: in .the UAW' since ards ‘and working conditions has
their defeat’ by the Reutherite: bein reducedﬂ ta awhlsper}.‘
| ACTU ‘machine at the, UAW con-| The leaders no longer repre-
vention last fall. | sent themselves as the best fight-

What s espec1ally miportant ers in the ranks of the unien, but

lay ‘claim’ to the title of labor
: lcser?:rftzge Eswagr;):f;gg ;i:;ifg ‘statesmen. Instead of fighters to

: ve the 1 f the members
The conferenee discussed at length :Fp;‘::: e“m:n Otth:y haev e for the]|
the many problems of the auto most part beeome apologists for
workers and developed a mllltant the bad condltlons that exist.
program . of action for union sec-

VOLUME’ XII

rt to defend the demodts

cutside ’the labor movement to
~a'dopt any phllosophy thev beheve

: “‘At the same ti
-ence cal]ed for a

> _'the confe

“However, we do not ‘support an
have no sympathy with the p
cies of the Communist Party.
hlstmv of the Communist’” g
in the UAW shows that its lead-
ing figures have: repeatedly
ted  those, decisions made
union, because of the ever-chan
ing Comlnun“ist Party line

‘\IANY LOCALS

- Among the many locals repr
sented at the conference were
such 'powerful local unions as
Ford Local 600, Dodge 3, Hudson

\

or Vice-President of the United
States, is shown in Flint with the Michigan candidates of the So-

cialist Workers Party (left to right) : William H. Yancey, candidate
- for Secretary of State; Grace Canlson; Genora Dollinger, candidate »
' for. State Senator and Howard Lerner, candldate for Governor.

G ‘th ilitant - spirit and] ¢ ! 3 3
; § arlty,,agamst the high ‘cost ‘of bd)lld?\e;: ‘: ltll\e aﬁghtp lagamst 154, Briggs 212, Budd 306, Tool
;{.hvmg ‘and speed-up, for inde: = anagem ent. ' | & Die 155 and 157, all of Detroit

pendent labor polltlcal action ‘and
for umon mllitancy and democ-
racy. el

Buick 599 and Chevrolet 659 in
Flint; as well as leading locals
,(ﬂhlo and Canada. ,

The conference was’ ably chalred
by Leonard, chairman 6f the nes
ly formed group, and the sessio
were permeated with enthusias
and optimism. Plans were ma

"LABOR STATESMEN

“The only fire which now burns
ig directed in jurisdictional raids
or in factional maneuvers to fur-
ther increase the strength of the
leadership and to reject the de-

,NATI()NAL C()NFERDNCE

A highlight of the program is
the call for a nation-wide con-
ference of all trade unions: to

j , By [ 6% Thomas L '
NEW YORK, Aug. 31 — Three prominent Stahmst lead—

‘President. Joseph = Curran . and
‘Treasurer Hedley Stone against

| committee which ‘brought in a

‘vote of 1,462 to 523.

ers were expelled last night by

while” 1n office. -

The charges, preferred by

ex-Secretary - Ferdinand - Smith,
ex-Vice-President . Howard Me-
Kenzie and ex- -Port "Agent Paul
Palazzi, were upheld,by a trial’

recommendation  for ~ expulsion.
The recommendation was ratified
at the membership meeting by a

. 'The charges were based on vio-
lations of the NMU. Constltutlon
commltted Dby the three top Stal-
inist éfficials, particularly in the
period preceding the recent gen-
eral election in which the Com-

Stallnlst Bmlogy 4

° By Louis T. Gordon

. After “cor1 ectmg” the “euors” made by Soviet
writers and musicians, the Central Committee of

the Russian Communist Party has stepped into a
ew field, biology. Many will doubt the qualifica-
ions of a Stalin, a Zhdanov or a Molotov to even
ive opinions on such matters. But no one doubts
their ability and readiness to jail biologists who
disagree with the Kremlin dispensations.

' This time the ukase was on the problem of the
‘relative importance of chromosomes and the rest
of the cell in heredity, and the question of heredity
of acqulred characteristics. For many years this'
“has been the subject of a lively discussion in the
USSR. Whereas a number of agronomists hold
the theory that the main factors in heredity ave
- the chromosomes, Lysenko, a distinguished plant-
‘breeder, .asserts that from the point of view. of
“heredity, there is no difference between . the
hromosomes and the rest of the cell, and that
cquired characteristics can be inherited,

. /This is a complicated question in biology and
the subject of considerable experlmentatlon by
sclentlsts throughout the world. It is a problem
be freely decided by scientific workers if
cience ‘is to advance. . ‘
_But this is not the prodecure in Stahnlst Russia.

According to Pravda’s reports published in the
merican press, at a conference of the All Union
Academy of Agricultural Science which took

place in Moscow from July 31 to Aug. 7, Lysenko"
‘defeated his opponents and imposed his views.

The conference adopted a resolution calling Zor

theories from Soviet laboratories,

to put them in accordance with the Lysenko-

the elimination of all traces of the geneticists’
universities -
and schools and the rewriting of all text books .

Micurin ideas. The pleas of a certain 8. L
Alikhanyan that scientists be allowed to proceed
in all directions instead of belng limited to one
school were unavailing.

According to the reports, most partlclpants in
the conference backed Lysenko although a small

group opposed him vigorously until he announced,

- that his address had been read and approved by
the Central Committee of the’ Communlst Party.
Then ‘the opposmon collapsed.
© . After the party line was set two Soviet bio-
logists were fired. ' Professor Zhebrak, who_ ‘was
a scientific member of the- USSR delegation at
the  UN ' qonference at San Francisco in 1945,
sento to Pravda a letter of repentance. “I, as

a party membex,” he wrote,.“do not cons1der it

possible for ‘me to retain the views which have
been recognized as erroneous by the (Jentral Com-
mittee of our party.”

As we see, the problem has been “solved" ac-
cording to the best traditions of Stalinism.

* Following suit, the Academy of Sciences sent
a letter to Stalin in which it promised to “correct
its mistakes” and added that the Academy “turns
to you, our beloved leader and teacher, with
heaitfelt Bolshevik greetings and gratitude for
the attention and assistance which you, every
day, are giving to Soviet scientists. Soviet science
is obliged to you for its best attainments.-. .”

This sycophancy may. please ‘Stalin’s inflated
ego, but-it will not help Soviet science to.advance
one inch in the right direction. Just as German

-science suffered because of Nazi interference and

totalitarian prejudice, so Soviet science will not
fail to suffer because of the monstrous control
of the Stalinist d1ctatorlal machme :

| sidered factional  purposes, ‘the

‘| funds.

Notes from the V.News

HARVESTER STRIKE — A strike of 24,000
workers belonging to the CIO auto union kept
tsm plants of the International Harvester:Co.

: closed this week. The workers
walked out on Aug. 17 after
negotiations broke down over
the signing 'of a new contract..
; ¥k ok
“ EXPERTS NOT ALARMED.

e — AP dispatch from Boston —
‘Cutbacks to a four-day week in New England
— but experts are not alarmed.”,

L * -
PROFITS UP — Net income after taxes of U.

manufacturmg concerns was 2 billion 900 mil-
ion-dollars in the first quarter of 1948, or almost
3% higher than the first quarter of 1947, and
2’/2% higher than the last quarter of 1947.

* k%
MADAG-ASCAR MASSACRE — According to

he special correspondent of the De Gaullist paper
efour, 90,000 Madagascans have béen killed

)8
ut the rebellion.
- ERE

DUSTRIAL UNIONIQM — The CIO Sh1p' ;

extile mills are affecting thousands of workers

French colomal troops in ‘an effort to’ stamp !

~had decided ' to speed ‘up ‘th 'r marmage plans

employes of the YWCA into a new sectlon called
Umted Social Agency Employes.

PICKETING ILLEGAL — The Taft-Hartley
NLRB refused to reinstate Mary Anderson, -a
worker fired durlng a strike against the Dear-
born Glass Co. in. Chicago, because the board
stated she was one of the leaders of 75 to 100 pick-~
lats massed at the plant entrance who “intimidated
and deterred” employes’ from enterlng the plant.

* ok %k

* PICKET DRAFT BOARDS — Members of the
Campaign to Resist Military Segregation, Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation and a number of religious
pacifist groups picketed draft boards protesting
against peacetime conscription in New York, Bos-
ton and Columbus, Ohio. Some of the plcket ban-
ners read: “Don’t Register, Don’t Join the Black
and White Armies,” “The Draft is a Hitler and
Stalin Way, Refuse” to Reglster

®*  # %

MARRIAGE RUSH — The marriage business
was booming in Brooklyn, N. Y. and an extra
police detail had to be rushed to the Municipal
Building. Several brldegrooms stated that they

| “purge” any member of the union

‘with Stalinist repressmn, becaus

munist Party machine was swept
from offlce,

It was in the pre- -election perlod
that the internal struggle for con-
trol of the union assumed its
most. violent form. The Stalinists,
then -in control of the union ap-
paratus, utilized their position to
smear the Curran group and ad-
vance their own factional inter-
ests. In their reckless and unres-
trained bid to retain control they
committed flagrant excesses
which formed -the basis of the
charges, trial'and expulsion.

MISHANDLING FUNDS

For. example, , the charge of)
mishandling funds arose out of a
conflict - over the . use of wunion
funds to fmanee Stalinist faction-
al -activity. On several occasions;
when' Curran and Stone refused
to authorize the disbussement of |
union funds for what they con-

Stalinist officials diverted dues
money collected * by the Port
Agent and authorized the expen-
ditures. This was a violation of
the constitutional provision gov-
erning ‘the handling of union

Similarly, the charge . of “mis-
conduct” arose out. of the fac-
tional use made by the Stalinists
.of ‘the. official union paper, NMU-

thorized four page supplement
calling for a: strike against a
court injunction after the mem-
bership had approved the recom-
mendation of the National Offi-
cers to abide by the temporary
‘restraining order.

The defendants contended the
charges were purely “technical”
and intended to cloak a campaign
of pohtlcal persecution. of mem-
bers of the Communist Party as
a prelute to the intimidation and
suppression of all opponents of
the present Curran administra-
tion. Curran denied, in his rebut-
tal, any intention of conducting
a purge of CP members. He
charged the Stalinist cry of “poli-
tical persecution” was always
used to exact special privileges
and considerations not granted
other members of the union.

PUBLIC 'DENIAL /

Curran has made frequent pub-
lic denial of any intention to

for his political beliefs or affilia-
tions. This constant reiteration is
itself an indication of strong op-
position in the ranks to any such
campaign.

Because

of their experience

Pilot. The most flagrant example |’
| was the publication of an unau-

a general membership meeting

of the CIO National Maritime Union on charges of mlshandlmg
union funds and mlsconduct 2
‘the ‘union movement today, as
well as the red-baiting attitude

of “sections: of the national CIO
bureaucracy, the most " conscious
members are apprehensive of any
move, even though = directed
agamst the hated CP hacks, that
smacks of tninority persecutron
They want an atmosphere condu-|
cive to full and free discussion of
all ‘union problems without fear
of \retaliation because of dissent-
ing Opmlon

They  are therefore alert and
watehful of future developments
which will tell, more than words;
whether the trial and expulsion
of the three was an isolated case
based . on  specific, violations of
the constitution or whether ’
actually constituted a pattern for
a purge in the making. !

Tobin Backs Beck
In Stnkebreakmg

(Continued from page: 1)‘ -

therhood of Carpenters, denounc-
ed Dave Beck by name for or-
ganizing behind the Boeing picket

lines. The convention asked for ;!

his removal as vice-president of
the Teamsters Union and' from

his 'seat on the Board of Regents

of the University of ‘Washington.:

2. 'The  International officers
of the AFL Retail Clerks placed
three Seattle locals under receiv-
ership on the grounds that the

officers’ were stooges of Dave|

Béck. This move has the ‘enthus-
iastic support :of the membershlp
of the Retail Clerks. :
The pro-Beck lbfficials = are
charged with the following mis-

{ deeds: That they manipulated the

ballot box in crder to force an
unsatisfactory and twice-rejected
wage settlement down the mem-
bers’ throats and that these offi-
cials grbitrarily cancelled a mem-
bership - meeting called to dlscuss
the wage settlement.

The International representa-

tives of the Retail Clerks have

deposed the pro-Beck officials,
held several mass meetings where
they won the overwhelming back-
ing of the rank and file, and re-
moved the union’s offices from
'the Teamsters Hall, setting them
up in another part of town. New
elections to replace the deposed
officials are to be held soon.

The rest of the Seattle AFL is
supportmg the Clerks in this
fight.

TEAMSTERS’ ANGER GROWS

3. The fight against Beck is
reaching right into the Teamsters
Union. Two weeks ago, a truck-
driver, J.K. Patterson, was thrown
off his job for refusing to take
his truck through the machinists’
picket lines at Boeing. He was
fired upon the direct instructions
given by Frank W. Brewster, sec-
retary of General Teamsters Lo-
cal 174. A petition protesting this
treacherous -action is circulating
among the members of Local 174
and already bears the signatures
of over 1,000 members.

That is a real measure of how
high feeling is running in Beck’s
own union—1,000 teamsters don’t
register their opposition in the
open, in the face of possible goon
squad ‘victimization, unless they

re really aroused

work out a co-or dinated program
‘of ‘action in defense of the rights
‘and living standards of all labor.

political action, the Statement of
Policy adopted by the conference
declares:  “We- believe that the
time 'is' more than: ripe for the
orgamzed labor movement to es-

based upon the more than 15,000,-
000 organized workers, which
will represent and defend their
interests in the state and federal
legislatur es.’

- The . keynote of the program
was the need to revive the mili-
tant spirit of ’86 and ’37 in order

enable the labor movement to go

' have two platforms—one is writ-
In a forthright stand on labor| ;

tablish - its’ own political partyp

to halt the present retreat ‘and

forward. Contrasting the advan-
ces of the union: ten years agow

mands of the rank and file. Self-
styled labor ‘statesmen such as

to carry the fight for the progra
Walter Reuther and Emil Mazey | g

back into the shops

ten in militant language designed
to get votes at election time. This
is. quickly forgotten after the
elections are over in favor of a
slick safe program of peace' at
any price with the corporations.
This so-called .leadership, which
has not been able to ‘hold on to|
cur” previous gains, cannot lead‘
us to new victories.”

The sStatement severely con-
demns the UAW top leaders for
“picking up and using the red-
baiting poison of the employers
to smear all union . opponents. or
workers in the ranks’ who: utter|
expressmns of  discontent or
criticism.” The eonference pledg-
ed to “give our wholehearted sup-

DOBBS-CARLSON ,
TOURS

of Dobbs’ tour:

Sept. 6-8, Chlcago
Sept. 9, en route
Sept. 10 15, Michigan
Sept. 16, en route _

of Carlson’s tour:
Sept. 5-7, Youngstown .
Sept. 8, en rou :
Sept.-9:13, Pittsburgh
Sept. 14-15, en route
“Sept. 16'-20, Buffalo’

me—

The following are the next dat v

Sept Sept. 17-18, Toledo ik
The following are the next dates

SWP Pres1dent|c|| Tour

i

PLENTYWOOD Mont ‘Aug: 24 — Like coffee
in Brazil, there’s an awful lot of wheat here in
eastern Montana. -Harvest time has come, draw-
ing most every able-bodied
man into the fields. But not
~nearly so many men as there
used to be.

. -Horse-drawn bmders, bundle
. racks, shocking erews, spike
- . pitchers, and the old-fashioned
" separator are almost extinet.
' They have given way -to the

combme, tractor, truck and

jeep.

Technologu:al development in agrlculture, as'in
industry, has sharply reduced the need for labor
power and speeded the growth of monopoly control
over the land.

Herein lies the primary cause of the large popu-
lation shift from the farm to the city reflected in
the latest . reports ~of the government census
bureau.

Statistics can reveal trends well enough, but
they cannot convey an understanding of the hu-
man side of things. To get that picture you must
travel across hundreds of miles of wheat country
as I have just done.

ABANDONED HOMES

You will see a host of abandoned homesteads,
each telling a mute tale of pioneering courage,
grim struggle for existerice and final defeat at
the hands of predatory monopoly capitalism.

" Although homesteads are abandoned, the land
is not. Amber fields of grain reach right up to
the threshold of what was once the home of a
toiling farmer, who dreamed of making a good
life for his family.

The homesteader is gone now, and the gram
is no longer his. It belongs instead to a bank, in-

‘| surance company or monopoly farm corporatlon. p

It is in the hands of absentee owners who cruise
through cool waters in luxurious yachts while un-
| derpaid laborers glean the harvest under the hot
‘| Montana sun.

What about the small farmers who have man-
aged to hang on? The yield of grain is quite good
this year. They appear on the surface to be en-
joying a bit of prosperity. But let us look beneath
the surface.

The small farmers still owe the banks for old
seed loans they were unable to pay off in bad
years. They must mechanize their farms if they
hope to compete with the invading monopoly farm
corporations, 7

The farmers must pay robber prices to the
profiteering capitalist middlemen for goods and
machinery produced by the workers, just as the
workers must pay exorbitant prices to the profit-
eering capitalist middlemen for food produced by
the: farmers.

Neither the farmers nor the workers have much |
left after the capitalist parasites have taken their
cut.

DEPRESSION DAYS‘

Deep -going apprehension of a devastating eco-'
nomlc depression is. widespread among the farm-
They are uneasy

Bmldmgg the Party i m Montana

By Farrell Dobbs

- paign director for the Rocky Mountain region. .

\known and will win us m

turn to. those 1rrat10nal times under capitalism

" when a farmer can’t buy a sack of milled flour

although he lives in the midst of a sea of wheat..
They still carry the memories and bear the scars
of the starchy, low-calorie diet of the 1930’s. -
Yet another fear is gnawing at the hearts of |
the farmers. Next week their sons must register =
for the conscript armyvof World War III. Like the =
mothers and fathers in the cities, they don’t want
another slaughter of humanity. They want to live
at peace with the world.
These are the people among whom the Party
has sent Henry Schultz to work as the SWP camsa

Comrade Schultz has traveled by auto through
more than 8,000 miles of great plains and moun-
tain country, inspiring the eomrades to action,
winning support from sympathizers. in the cam«
paign to put the SWP on the ballot. !

He is with me here in Plentywood, having' Just o
come from Utah and Colorado where the petition .
work has been completed and final steps for fll-
ing are now being taken. f

We have met with , the Plentywood eomrades
to plan a September state convention to put the
Party on the ballot in Montana. It is flttmg that =
the action should be initiated here in Sheridan =
County.

SOCIALIST SHERIFF

Sheridan County was known 20 years ago as
the “red county of America.” Its fame is the fame
of Rodney Salisbury who fell before the grlm, e
reaper in 1938.

Comrade Salisbury was to my knowledge the'
only revolutionary sheriff ever to hold office in
America, What a sheriff he was!

On the wall of his office hung enlarged por- -
traits of Lenin and Trotsky. He kept the jail«
house door standing wide open. Inside was a huge
poster which read, “Free Tom Mooney.” The jail
served as a hotel for workers who needed a bed -
for the night. p i

When Comrade Salisbury. ran for re-election;.
itinerant workers chalked the slogan, “Salisbur
for Sheriff,” on box cars and rallroad water tanks 3
from Fargo to Seattle,

Rodney Salisbury homesteaded in Montana dur-
ing the hard days. He knew from experience the
life of an industrial worker. He was equally at
home and equally well known among Butte copper
miners and Plentywood wheat farmers. His name
is today legendary among the old. revolutlonary .
militants of the West. ¢

SEASONED FIGHTERS

Here in Plentywood we have a group of seasoned e
workmg class fighters who received their train=
ing under Rodney Salisbury’s leadershlp ey

<They will take the initiative in the campaign
to put the SWP ticket on the ballot so the wheat
farmers of eastern Montana and the copper miners
of western Montana can have a ehance to vote .
f01 Socialism. ; -

" T confidently predict that the electio
will make the Socialist Workers
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