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TRUMAN URGES

An Editorial

The Republican and Democratic Parties alike
“continue to shadow-box with inflation while doing
nothihg to alleviate the cruel. hardships which it
lmpases on the American people.”
at a Detroit press conference on
Jan. 16, shortly after the CIO United Auto Workers
international executive board voted to demand a 30
increase. of the automobile

Waltér Reuther

tents . an  hour
manufacturers.

wage

Reuther’'s statement certainly fits the facts.
spité their efforts to foist the blame on each other,
the Repubhcans and Democrats share joint responi-
bility for the inflation that is steadily €riving down
the workers’ living standards and makiag the capi-

talists richer than ever before.

Even now, when they are jockeying to win the
1948 elections, the spokesmen of botn parties stand
united in raising the military budget appropriations

" which will send the inflationary spiral still higher.
intended to - justify --
the. UAW demand for wage raises.

“Reuther’'s statement was

and much more,

makes it absolutely necessary.
“ .Theé problem is simple.

break with both these parties.

But Reuther, having said a and b, refuses to say
¢. - At-that point he stops short, just where the real
questioh arises of what labor should do about its

political enemies who take back on

what labor wins on the picket lines. }

" Not because he doesn’t believe in the need for
political action. As a matter of fact, he is a mem-
ber of the national CIO Political Action Committee,
he heads the PAC devwartment in his own uni. o,
and he is the author of the slogan, “the best guaran-
. tée to Have good food il tHeé ‘ice-box is to see that
'there are good votes in the ballot box on election

day 2]

The truth is that while Reuther will criticize the
Democratic Party on this or that peint, especially
under the pressure of the UAW members who want
‘wage raises, he is absolutely opposed to breaking

- with, Truman.

All the major labor bureaucrats—Murray, Green,

Since inflation has a political as
well as economic basis, the bi-vartisan responsibility
for high prices also justifies a new political course
for the labor movement—not only justifies it, but

(a) Inflation is No. 1
economic problem.  facing the American workers.
(b) "Both the Democrats and Republicans are to
blame. (¢) It therefme follows that the labor move-

“ ment;~in -order to protect its ‘living standards, must

ABC of Politics in 1948
“or the Labor Movement

Reuther,

Thus spoke

own party.
De- P

their

Whitney & Co. are committed to strike-
breaker Truman. But they are compelled to move
slowly in selling their company-union policy to the

workers because they have been embarrassed by
the Wallace candidacy.

The ease with which the still- sman Wallace
movement will get on the ballot exposes their hypo-
critical argument that labor is too weak to form its
The admission by Wallace that the
Democratic Party is not a “lesser evil” discredits
propaganda about
dominated organization.
Wallace in the first polls in New York and Mass-
achusetts constitutes a warning that masses of people

“reforming” - that boss-
The strength shown by

are fed up with both old-line parties.

It does that—

The labor bureaucrats know they have to take
these facts into account.
easy to sell the workers Truman.
tactics they finally decide on, two things are sure:
They propose to use the workers’ dollars in an
effort to re-elect Truman; and they don’t propose .
to consult the rank and file ‘unionists.

The policy of the bureaucrats will therefore be
a direct continuation of their past policy—which has.
brought- the workers such benefits as the highest
prices and highest taxes in history; the Taft-Hartley
Act and its many vicious counterparts in the states,
like the Bonine-Tripp Act in Michigan, the center
of the powerful UAW; witch hunts; housing short-
ages; attacks on civil liberties; the militarization of

They know it will not be
But whatever

the country; and the threat of another devastating

and factories.

the political field
Why?

war which this time will not spare American homes

To intervene; to prevent the labor bureaucrats
from carrying through their ruinous policy;
enable the rank and file unionists to work out a
new program in opposition to Wall Street's program
—these are thé tasks of 1948, The thing now is to
demand a United Labor Conference of all CIO, AFL,
railroad and independent national and local unions,
where representatives of. the workers can meet and
decide what they want to do.

Once the issues are clearly put and the problems

to

tlearly faced; once the ranks get a chance to have

their say, there is no question but that labor will
decide to break with the Democrats and by-pass
Wallace and - his- “Gideon’s band”—and launch la-
bor’s own political party resting on the broad foun-

dations of the trade union movement and responsi-

ble to it.

Flint Local Upholds
Cost-of-Living Bonus

. By Emmett Moore

FLINT, Jan. 14 — At the
largest meeting of Chevrolet
Local 659, UAW-CIO since

thé 1946 strike, the membership by
a 10 to 1 majority voted to support
the wage program of the Flint
presiﬂents and commended them
for their leadership in the wage
drive,

‘Prior to the meeting, the local
Reuther group campaigned to block
action on the sliding scale of wages
clause. They deleted all references
to the wage program in the local
union ‘paper, This was followed by
an attempt to gag the local presi-
dent from issuing any press state-
ments on the wage issue. Finally
they issued a leaflet in an attempt
to muddy up the wage program by
throwing in the popular issue of a
pension plan as a substitute for the
sliding scale of wages.

Despite this campaign, the over-
flow meeting voted to uphold the
position of Jack Palmer, local pres-
ident, on every controversial issue.

‘Smarting under this defeat, the
Reutherites rushed to the boss press
to smear the wage program with
red-baiting. Coburn Walker, finan-
cial secretary, and the Reuther
Whlp at the Chevrolet local, stated
“The resolution for a Labor Par ty
was spearheaded by Jack Palmer
and g small group of Communists
and Trotskyists.” The release also
bitterly attacked the other four GV
unjon presidents and their wage
policy, as opposed to the program of
Walter P. Reuther.

The reaction was swift to this
smear attack. All this week groups
of workers have come to the union
hall to personally tongue-lash
Walker’s stooging for GM. Letters
to the editor of the Flint Journal
denounced Walker.

Jack Palmer, president of the lo-
cal, answered the financial secretary
“ stating “The wage proposal will be
_ decided at the national GM confer-
- encé this weekend in Detroit and

‘not by Coburn Walkeér. We regret to

“In my opinion red-baiting of the
’g’e i3sue does immediate service

Palmer’s statement was followed
by one from the four GM unjon
presidents challenging Walker to
debate the wage question. The lo-
cal presidents reiterated their in-
tention to present the sliding scale
of wages clause at the coming GM
national conference.

The resolution passed by the
Chevrolet local meeting 'on wage
policy instructs the local president
to go on the radio to explain the
sliding scale of wages clause. It fur-
ther requests the ecucational com-
mittee of the local to issue three

of policy of the five presidents.

Furthermore, Chevrolet Local. 659,
which led the fight for a Labor
Party, again calls on the top offi-
cers to initiate a national confer-
ence of the political action commit-
tees of the CIO, AFL and the Min-
ers Union to organize a national
Labor Party.

handbills to explain the statement

Militant Sub Week
Jan. 25 to Feb. 1

Jan. 25 to Feb. 1 is MILI-
TANT SUB WEEK. We
ask all our readers to make
a special effort this week to
obtain subscriptions from
friends, neighbors and shop
workers,

The Militant is the only
‘paper that gives the answers
to the pressing problems of
today — high prices,
wages, insecurity and war,

low

Most readers are grateful
to the person who first in-
troduced them to The Mili-
tant. Do your friends a fa-
vor by getting them to sub-
scribe.

{Denham in a brief filed Jan.

The Freedom Train didn’t’ free New Orleans of Jim Crow. One cen drdered these three teachers,

Maurice Provest, Bruce Neals and C. L. Sneaker “to move along.”

When they refused he arrested them.

757 kids from their school who had waited in line for four hours never got on the “Freedom Train.”

Federated Pictures

Reuther Weakens
Demands at

" Walter Reuther’s
tional Executive Board of the
CIO United Automobile Work-

ers on Jan. 16 announced Point One
of the UAW’s “Economic Objectives
for 1948” will be a general wage in-
crease of 25 cents an hour, plus 5
cents for health and welfare bene-
fits.

This wage démand was adopted in
response to heavy pressure from a
rank-and-file movement initiated by
five General Motors locals in Flint.
They called for a 25-cent hourly
basic wage increase, with the addi-
tion of a sliding scale cost-of-liv-
ing bonus.

Two days after the UAW Board
issued its wage statement, President
Reuther went into the Detroit con-
ference of more than 200 GM dele-

Interna- |gates and rammed through a prop-

osition to whittle the 25-cent wage
demand down to 15 cents if GM

grants an ‘“acceptable” retirement
pension plan. ’
Reuther himself had previously

voiced opposition to a similar pen-
sion scheme proposed in the last

Ford contract, and hi§ supporters’

had actively campaigned against 1if.
- |STRONG MINORITY

According to- réports, a strong
minority at the conference fought
the Reutherite pension proposition.
One third of the delegates voted
against it.

At a conference of the union’s
Cleveland region after the UAW

‘| Board meeting, Board member and

regional director Richard Reisinger
informed the delegates that the 30-

cent demand was not a bargaining
figure and that no local would be

The Taft-Hartley labor board
is now claiming sweeping pow-

ers to nullify the right to strike.

According to “Labor Czar” Den-
ham, the NLRB is empowered to
restrict the right to strike in any
way it sees fit to “effectuate poli-
cies” of the Taft-Hartley Slave
Labor Law.

The members of Congress argued
14,
showed ‘“their unquestioned intent
that the right to -strike shall be
limited by the entire labor manage-
ment relations act of 1947”7 He
added:

“It is clear also that Congress in-
tended that the board place such
restrictions upon the right to strike
as it deems necessary to effectuate

the, policies of the act.”

DENHAM SAYS NLRB
CAN BAN ANY STRI

KE

Denham’s brief was filed in a
case alleging an “illegal strike™ by
the CIO United Shoeworkers against
the Perry Norvell Company, Hunt-
ington, Va.

In another precedent making
case, the NLRB held an election to
split the patternmakers from the
CIO United Electrical Workers in
the Westinghouse plant at Cleve-
land. The UE has up to now held
exclusive bargaining rights.

On Jan. 14, the Board announced
that 18 of 19 patternmakers had
voted to be represented by the AFL
Patternmakers League. The UE
was barred from the ballot because
it had refused to sign a “yellow-
dog” ocath.

It can be expected that the NLRB
will now seek to carve up other in-

; dustrial unions by this same method.

i

Yage
arley

permitted to undercut -the national
demands without international ap-
proval.

In the light ¢f this announced
position of the International Boeard,
many of the auto militants are es-
pecially critizal of Reuther’s stand
al the GM conference. They believe
Reuther’s pension proposition weak-
ens the fight for the 30-cent wage

‘increase ‘and virtually invites Gen-

eral Motors and the other corpor-
ations to whittle down the UAW
wage demands.

Local leaders in Michigan are also
critical of Reuther’s ignoring their
demand that a sliding scale cost-of-
living bonus clause be inserted in
all new contracts. This program, in
their opinion, offers the only real
protection against constantly rising
prices. It was first proposed by the
presidents of the five GM locals in
Flint and has sinice been endorsed
by locals representing over a quar-
ter of a million auto workers. Just
a week before the GM conference,
the Chicago conference attended by
200 delegates from Illinois-Wiscon-
sin Region 4 similarly endorsed the
cost-of-living bonus program.

NO REFERENCE

The UAW Executive Board’s wage
statement contained no reference to
this vital demand. This omission
was a direct slap in the face to
hundreds of thousands of UAW
members who have strongly ex-
pressed their desire for the bonus
demand. .

The major CIO unions are going
into the present wage fight in much
the same way as they did in. 1945,
There is no coordination of their
efforts. No unified strategy has as
yvet been worked out to bring the
full weight of the labor movement
to bear against the united might of
the corporations. This will have to

be remedied in short order if the
‘unions are to win their demands.

By Arthur Burch

The sensational = charges
made by Harold Stassen, for-

mer governor- of Minnesota,
that “administration insiders” were

speculating in the grain market
were sufficiently shocking to; divert
public attention from the really big
market manipulatoss. So relentlessly
did Stassen follow up his demands,
that Congress had no choice but to
force Clinton P. Anderson, Secretary
of Agriculture, to publish a list of
grain speculators. Anderson utilized
every device to bury the names of
the administration insiders in a
mass of irrelevant data. Even then
the officials involved tried to cover
up their traces and went so far as
to deny knowledge of their specu-
lation.

However, the hearings before the
Senate Appropriations Committee
have confirmed Stassen’s charges.
It was brought out that Edwin

Pauley, assistant to the Secretary
for the Army, had “earned” for him-

self a c¢ool million in a short period
of time. Brig. Gen. Wallace S, Gra-

ham, President Truman’s personal

v

physician, had more than doubled
his money in .a few well-chosen
transactions. Ralph K. Davies, war-
time Petroleum Coordinator, built
up a neat little nest egg for a
rainy day. John Kerr Rose, expert
consultant on world grain to the
Herter House Commitiee on Forelgn
Aid, also dabbled in the market.
And many others with inside knowl-
edge appeared on Anderson’s lsts,
not to mention those who cagily
covered up their market specula-
tions under “dummy” names.

SOURCES NOT REVEALED

Arthur Krock of the N.Y. Times
stated that Stassen “was taking a
chance” in méaking his accusations
against the adininistration. But
Stassen not only knew the 14mes of
the persons involved, some of whom
have not as yet been listed, but
seemed famiilar with every single

transaction. He was pretty cocky as;

to the reliability of the sourtes of

his information but refused Mo re-]

veal them other than to state that
the .facts were unearthed by his per-
sonal research staff and thrm;g’h

tips received from unnamed govern-
ment employes.

Unlike the treatment accorded the
Hollywood writers, there was no
mention of holding Stassen in con-
tempt for his failure to divulge the
exact sources of his information.

If Congress is really interested in
getting the facts, Stassen, when he
reappears before the investigating
committee on Jan, 23, should be
made to reveal his own connections
with the big commodity speculators.
Stassen, as Governor of Minnesota,
was known as a political agent of
these same interests.

We are not speaking of the “pea-
nut” speculators like Pauley and
Graham, but the giint grain gam-
blers and hoarders like General
Foods, General Mills, Corn Products
Refining Corporation, Pillsbury
Flour, Quaker Qats and their multi-
millionaire officers and directors
who are closely tied to the House of
Morgan and other leading banks.

General Mills alone buys up 15%
of the American wheat crop for its
more than 200 mill plants through-
out the country. These market rig-
gers normally welcome “peanut”

Food Trusts, Ignored by Probe, Are Biggest

speculators into the market to help
boost the price. The small fry, with
no inside knowledge fall victim to
the false rumors which the giant
monopolies spread in order to bhet-
ter manipulate marksat prices.
“QUTSIBERS” GOT IN

What disturbed thess big-time op-
erators was not the presence of ad-
ditional speculators, but that a
group of “outsiders” like Pauley,
Graham and Davies also had access
to reliable information and were
therefore uninfluenced by faise rum-
ors. When the big traders were buy-
ing, so were the newcomers — thus
making it more expensive for the
moncroelists to buy their grain, And
since the holdings of the peanut
speculators were small, they could
unload more quickly than the graln
manipulators.

Senator Taft correctly accused
the administration insiders of “spec-
ulating on a certainty.” Until now
this privilege was monopolized by
the monopolists. It is suspected that
Stassen was supplied his informa-
tion by these corporations, who have

&

close connections with the brokerage

Speculators

single bushel of grain traded.

The net results of the investiga-
tion has been to scare off the gov-
ernment insiders and leave the field
free to the food monopolists. Prices
however, will remain high and even
continue to rise. Neither Stassen’s
solution of preventing government
employes from speculating, nor
Truman’s phony proposals of meat-
less Tuesdays, wartime control of
grain distillers, voluntary market-
ing of cattle at specified weights, or
government encouragement of for-
eign production will perceptibly aid
the harrassed consumer.

REAL SOLUTION

Only government confiscation of
the food processing industries and
their operation under workers’ con-
trol will reduce the food bill for the
American people. Then the govern-
ment can pay the farmer a fair
price fer his produce and sell to the
retailers at prices that are not jnd-
ded by the shady dealings of the
food monopolists. This is the only
way to stop all hearding and specu-
lation both by the government In-
siders and the real market manipu-

firms, and who keep track of every lators for whom Stassen is stooging.

the clear meaning of the
by Truman’s Air Policy®

' Commission.

This report, released with
Truman’s letter of commenda-

in U.S. military air strength. It sets
Jan. 1, 1953 as “A-Day’—the datg
when American imperialism must
be in position to fight an all-out
atomic world war,

The Air Policy Commission pro-
poses for this purpose that expendi-
tures for the air forces, totaling four
hillion dollars in 1948, be increased
starting this year until they reach
an annual total of 11 billion dollars
in 1952,

Truman—in his 40 billion dollar
budget message — asked for more

ithan 11 hillion dollars for the mili-

ary establishment, 28% of the total
udget. But his Air Policy Commis-

sion'the very next day called for an

additional sum for military aircraft
»f more than 1% billion dollars an-
nually for the next two years. This
~vould bring the direct military bud-
get total in 1949 to 13.2 billion dol-
lars to be increased progressively to
18 billions by 1952.

ONLY THE BEGINNING

This is only the beginning, how-
sver, as Hanson W. Baldwin, mili-
tary expert of the N.Y. Times, points
ut in his Jan. 15 article, “Huge
Arms Costs Loomn.” Direct military
~osts between 1948 and 1952 will
range from 15 billions to 25 bhillions
mnually — and not the 11 billions
Truman to}d the public in his bud-
zet report.

Universal compulsoryv  military
training as proposed by Truman an:
he Big Brass will cost two billions
1 year (400 million dollars in 1949
jiust  “in  anticipation,” Truman’s
budget message says.) The National
SJuard is to be brought to a peak
trength of 723,000 with a yearly
‘ederal expenditure of 700 million
jollars. The Army’s Organized Re-
serve Corps will get 400 million dol-
‘ars as against 60 million now.

No estimates have been made by
‘he Navy of what it is going to de-
mand to bring its forces up to full
yartime peak. The Atomic Energy
Cemmission, now operating on a

By Art Preis

American capitalism is gearing its economy and
military machine for another world war. That

tion, projects a vast increasej

report issued on Jan.

Pres. Truman’s personal p
cian, Brig. Geén. Wallace H. Gra
ham, topped a list of more ‘than
160 federal, state and local
ernment officials identifi
grain speculators in the mo
cent release of Sec. of Ag‘n
Clinton P. Anderson. . .-

Fedelated Pi t

budget of 600 millions, is ask g
another 2 billion dollars for prod
tion exypnnsion in the next “four or
five years.,” A five-year prograr
“strategic stockpiling” of war m
erials has already been approvedkb
Congress—cost 2.1 billions.

Billions more are being asked
various forms of military cons'
tion—new National Guard armorl
(600 million) new transoni
ersonic wind tunnels (500"
new laboratories, testing cent:
proving grounds for guided mis
and new weapons (500 .. millio
modernizied merchant marm i
aptable to war purposes (600 mi
lions).

“These lists are by no means c

(Continued on Page 2

Henry Wallace went all-out
in radical demagogy at the

convention of the Progressive
Citizens of America held in Chicago
on Jan. 17-18. It was his answer to
the bid for the labor vote made by
Truman in his State of the Union
message. )

This was candidate Wallace’s
first speech on domestic questions,
and he was careful to make the
record on most major issues con-
fronting the labor movement.

The “big profiteering corpora-
tions” are responsible for high
prices, he declared. “It is the big
corporations who are the benefi-
ciaries of inflation. It is the big
corporations, through their political
employes, who have brought infla-
sion.”

The first step in meeting the in-
flation crisis “is to give substantial
wage increases to the workers,” he
said. The corporations can do that,
Jay more taxes, lower prices and
“still make legitimate profits.”

Together with wage raises, he
;alled for ‘‘effective controls for
10lding down and rolling back
rices and contemptuously dismissed
Truman’s “anti-inflation” program
as a farce, the heart of which is a
‘wage freeze.”

Wallace thus placed himself not
mly to the left of Truman, but also
f the majority of the trade union
jureaucracy.

In explaining the source of the
‘nflation, Wallace said: “Today’s in-
Jlation was born in 1940 when Big
Business demanded extortionate
arofits, enormous tax concessions
and a tighter grip on the nation’s
sconomy as its price for participa-
‘ion in the defense of America.”
SITUATION “INEVITABLE”

Later, at a press conference he
was asked if he blamed Roosevelt on

this score. His answer was$ that

PCA Convention

such . a -situation was
when -you embark on a war po
This was an attempt to whi W
not only Roosevelt, but himself.
is commonly known, the Ro
administration —
check in the war produc
gram.

Wallace flatly demandé
peal of the Taft-Hartley:
bor Act. “With -this law,” he s
“Congress made the governme‘
agent of monopoly to smash. tra
union rights.”

At the same time he blasted Tt
man for merely going through
motions of opposing ‘the Taft-
ley Act: “His pretense that his’ ve
was genuine is obvious sham..
a fiction designed to win votes frc
the left in an election vear. T

sustain the veto but has interpre
his constitutional duty to mean t
appointment of a notorious!
labor administrator.”
SAME SUSPICION

When Wallace aceuses Tru
adopting a pro-labor pose. “d
to win votes from the lef
election year,” he leaves hims
open on the basis of his own fecor
to exactly the same suspicion.  *
main difference is that Wall
not having been president,. ha,s
able to stay in the background: ar
keep his .fingers a little clea
than Truman. Another advan
he has in- this battle of den
is that he is now clear of the:
ocratic Party’s skirts and ca
the whole hog while Truman
has the Southern Démoecrats to
isfy.

Wallace went Truman one b
on the minimum wage law, dem:
ing that it be raised to $1 al
where Truman had asked
cents minimum; he called for
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Foreign
dexmined by the tremendous imbal-
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PRODUCTION: Physical output
in 1947 7% higher than in 1946,
76% above the. 1935-39. average.
“Productivity per man . hour. in-
creased slightly over 1946.”

PRICES: Wholesale prices rising
at an annual rate of 209 since June |
1947.. Consuiner prices going up 1'c
per month. Food soaring 1%¢ an-
nually: rent. 13%; fuel and light-
ing,, 36,%.
PROFITS: Corporation profits,
28 billion dellars in
21 billions.
after. taxes, 17 billion dollars
1 1947; 12.5 billions in 1946.
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Quick support 101 the majer pro-

: poqa,ls‘oﬁkthe_ Air Policy Commission

is anticipated in Congress from
Regpublicans and Democrats alike.
s.| Sepator Edwin C. Johnston, Coloy-
ado, Democrat who has frequently
lined up with Taft and the Repub-
licans, has.introduced a bill to In-
crease air force appropriations by
4 billions in the next two years. His
bill contains no profit-limitations
clause. “I just overlooked it,” he

QUICK SUPPORT -

The Republicans, whe talk “econ-
omy,” are likewise expected to back
the demanded gigantic expenditures.
In a recent speech in Providence,
R. 1., Senator Taft demonstratively
called for an expanded air force.

Truman’s war budget, his Air Pol-
icy -€Commission’s report, plus the
tremendous increases in nﬁlitary ex-
penditures envisaged in his univer-
sal training program, reveal the om-
inous trend. It is the trend to higher
and higher prices, to a war-bolster-
ed economy, to scarcity nand want,
to wmilitarist regimentation, to at-
omic annihilation, .

£, .sm,mg}; cc;tclu,sion,s

'clpzu ‘and slmple

¢ .forceful decument. .

ﬂ!i't.0<§ Grumman. Aircraft.
Gm‘,oscope Co.

‘o Douglas Aircraft Corp.

‘board of Lockheed Corp.

eing Corp.

“Unbxased Opmlons” on AII‘ Report

'm:‘x;ent fm;eign problems make ‘the public aware of the soundness
craft In,duStries Association..

ghtful]y stxesses the ulgent necessity f01 vigorous action.

he. ﬁeld of applied atomic propulsion for flight.—J. Carlton Waxd
Jr,, president of Fairchild Engine and Airplane Corp. and head of
group. of. compames )Ncrkino on atomlc power for aireraft. ‘

and recommendations. .
rint for.a strong and health;

an honest, concise answer to the problems
n.—Mundy I. Peale, pzesu:lent of Republic Aviation Corp.

.best
rosperity and our security shall be preserved.—Leon A, Swirbul, presi-

...deserves special praise.

..authentic, unbiased and- realistic statement.—Donald Douglas

..provides the basis for

#

- Iagrec with t-ﬁc Commission.—William M. Allen,

y aircraft manufacturing industry—once
he_“nex(wnhql is made available by (‘ongless—Guv Ww.
ident of Cuptiss-Wrig ht Corp

reflection by the public on what may
ell be its greatest future problem.—Robert E. Gross, chairman of the
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il I’OsSlble énemy That is our grav- ‘pounds the theory that “we are suf-

., come to pass:

creased by 24%

| comes.”

declined 8% since April 1948. Wages
“did not gain the ground lost when
price increases exceeded wage. in-
sreases in 1946." Total spending for
censumption “was maintained by
reduction of current saving, draw-
ing ocn past savings and the rise of
consumer credit to a new peak of
13.5. billion dollars at the.end of
1047.”

EXPORTS AND IMPORTS: Ex-
ports -in early 1947 runmning at an
annual rate of 20 billions “but de-
clined later.” Imports “much less
than exports” with an export bal-
ance of “more than 11 billion dol-
lars.” The. ability of foreign coun-
tries “to {inance imports. declined.”

PRODUCTION: CARACITY: UD.
sharply. =~
tion, eguipment and .inventories.in-
over 1946 and net
foreign increased by
83%."

CONSUMER DEBT

investments.

Scanning these figures, Truman

finds. they .add. up to a pretty-sad.)|
“The continuance of,such a|

total..
relationship would not enable con-
sumers to- absorb, with their cur-
rent incomes, .the. output. of a max-
limum employment economy.

In other words; production: is out-
sstripping  consumption, .goods are
‘piling-. up, a glug -is setting:

Ishut down..
; depression. -
|  When it comes to causes for the
'sick state of the economy, Darticu-

llarly = the inflation, Truman ex-

We: are. heading -for:- a

fering from the total excess
of buying power over the available
supply of goods.”

GOV'T SPENDING
His figures, however, tell us that
production is mounting steadily,

while consumer purchasing power
is declining. So the “excess of buy-
ing power” isn’t in the hands of the
working people. Where is it, who is
bidding up prices?

‘Truman himself, as the chief
government agent of U. S. imperi-
alism;. He tells us in his report
that in 1947 the government spent
41.3 hillion dollars.

Investinent for. construc- |

“Consumor
expenditures were 3.5:-billion’ dellars.|.
i more . than the inerease in -thei

in and |
the factories are going.to have to

We find a further source of the
inflation in the huge inventories
of the corporation, which are hold-
ing back goods to create searcity and
speculate on higher prices.

We find it also in the bigger slice
the rich are taking from the total
national income, so that, as the
Economic Report states, “Families
with high incomes and large ac-
cumulations tended to add to their
(heldings. while many low-income
families reduced their holdings.”

Truman doesn’t propose to at-
tack these real sources of the infla-
tion. He suggests nibbling at a
few of its secondary manifestations.

His chief proposal is that Con-
gress give him power to establish
iprice ceilings on “some” commodi-
‘ties, together with the authority to
{reeze wages. Everybody knows the
joker in this program. Roosevelt
tried it during the war. He set up
ja big price-control apparatus. It
,didn’t  effectively  control prices;
igoods were siphoned off into the
Iblack market. But . wages .were
frozen.

Stripped of its fat, the meat of
Truman’s program is essentially
nething but a wage freeze. The rich
will get richer, the poor will get
poorer. What Truman forsees. but
cannot and will not prevent will
The Boom will Bust.

lmportant Documents”m
Fourth International

Fourth International now on sale,
contains two highly important draft
documents of the International
Secretariat of the Fourth Interna-
ticnal. The first document is en-
titled The Russian Question Today;
the second is The World Situation
vand, the Tasks of the Fourth Inmter-
national. In addition, the number
contains a valuable analysis by Al-
bert Parker, of the NAACP docu-
ment presented to the UN. Aus-
tralian labor’s victory in the 40-
heour week struggle is discussed in

a final article.

I enclose.

Name
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The November-December issue of

New York ALP Splits

Protesting the Ame
President, the CIO Amalgamated
unions.out of the party.

n. Labor

Party’s indorsement of
Clothing Workers. led a

Top (1 to r.) Murray Weinstein, Ml; B8
Hillman and &ALR state chairman Hyvman Blumberg leave

the. me(:tmg

Below;-Rep. -Vite Marcantonio. (ALP, N.Y.), talks to newsmen after

being elected temporary party chairman.

‘F‘ede.rated‘ ‘Pictufes

. militants,
conly be a memory.

i file built the union.
. In the old days, local meetmg,sl
. were packed with

! hunger,

'MONDAY; JANUARY 6, ‘Ol

ey Problem of the

By Morgan West
When the United Mine]
Workers Union was being or-

- ganized, thousands of militant
fought::

workers attended - meetings,
battles, endured-jail sentences:and:
and built the union. .from-
the ground up. Sometimes obliga~]
tions were taken in- the woods 1o
escape spies. Sometimes week-long
pitched battles were-fought against
police, the army and company thugs.
Had it not heen for the willing
sacrifices of countless unknown
the UMW would today
The. rank and

men who had
ideas and courage and were ready
for action. The miners, called the
“shock troops of American labor,”
were usually young men. Today, 10
more than 109 of the membership
is generally present at any local
meeting. And those who attend
are the old regulars, old timers who

¢ helped build the union.

In the last depression few wmk-
ing miners were over 40 years o¢id.

. Today older men are being displaced

|

by younger men and the work is

being speeded up. The UMW. con- |

tract has no seniority provisions.
Very few men under 40 take an
active interest in the union. What

is to happen te the UMW in the |
‘coming depression when the old
! timers are displaced by young men |

Witch

The witch hunt started by
the Truman

workers continues to gathexr speed.

In Washington hearings are be-
ing held by a_ House sulprommittee
on the Cole bill. This bill pro-
poses to bar all “‘un-American” par-
ties from election ballots. The bill
is aimed not only against the Com-
munist (Stalinist) Party but against
any party “which is directly or in-
directly affiliated by any means
whatsoever” with “any foreign

agency, political party, organization |

or government.” Such a hroadly-
worded law could be used to rule
any radical party, or ror that mat-

BASIC COMM ODITIES

WURCE DUN & !RADSI’REE\' COMMODRITY INDEX
t { TN )

INCLUDES FOODSTUFFS GRAINS, ]
.} METALS, RUBBER, HIDES, WOOL, |.
LEATHER, COTTON, RAYON

AN 1} [} 1 L =
b J1930-1932 EQUALS 108 :

0
e

_ N’“‘:’uiw All-
1| TIME HiGH

308 -

_1

‘ORIGINAL
OPA ENDS 7

JUIL\' OC'T JA‘N A:’R SULY OCT JAN FEBMAR
—”“—:‘——E—IW {1 948 cuanemns
This chart shows what’s hap-
pended to basic commodity
prices since the end of price
control. Note that in July, 1946,
the index was 200; now it’s at
an all-time high of 308.

Federated Pictures

..

Old Subscribers
Mail in Renewals.

Practicing up for :
Week (which is this week), Brook-
lyn. comrades have had excellent re-
sults getting renewals from readers
whose suascriplions expired as much
as two years ago. They have been
turning in 6 to 16 subs a week.
Frank and Gladys 1epou ths re-
cent experience:

“I've been so
the paper azain.” one woman told
them, “and I'm sure some of my
friends will subscribe. When I first
took the paper I was very ill and
only paid the 50c to get rid of the
girl who called.- The paper just piled
up unread while I was abed for
months, When I finally got up again
I was abcut to throw out the whole
pile when my eye fell on a cartoon
about the Ferguson brothers (it pic-
tured a cop, shooting down the Fer-
gusons—three of them in uniform,
because.they had tried to buy cof-
tee in a Freeport, L. I. Jim Crow
restaurant). I read that story and
then read all the papers. Now you
must see this friend of mine who

anxious to get

ha< organized the tenants where
she lives....”
Detroit branch has been selling

Militants and Pioneer pamphlets at
union meetings latelv. “Fight the
Slave-Labor Law is the best seller
we’ve had in Detroit,” writes How-

ies. “We sold over 100 at recent
meeting.” Bea Allan adds that they

sold dozens of Militants at unlon

3

administration |
with its “loyalty” purge of federal:

i ";plo ‘es.

Militant Sub.

ard Mason, ordering 300 more cop-|

lter, any minority party off the
Whallot.

Spokesmen for the American Le-
gion, the Regular Veterans Associa-
tion and Amvets have already en-
dorsed this bill' which would end
free elections for minority parties.

Another “red purge” bill intro-
duced into Congress would compel
all veterans seeking government
kbenefits to give a loyalty oath.
Thus left-wing veterans, disabled
in action, would be cheated out of
the meager pensions to which they
are entitled.

I The local politicians are eagerly
joining in this national witch-hunt.
jNEw YORK STATE

In the New York State legislature,
bills were introduced to bay “reds”
frem government employment and
prohibit them from holding office.
Another bill tossed into the hopper
proposes that all organizations list-
ed bythe Attorney General as “sub-
versive” be barred from using public,
bulldmgs
‘ In Massachusetts, the leglslatule
'i1s entertaining bills that propose to
;set up a state “‘un-American” com-
mittee, bar from the ballet anyone
“directly or indirectly affiliated with
the Communist ‘Party” or advocat-

ernment. Another bill calls for a !
purge of teachers and public em-
The height of unconstitu-
tionality is reached ih still another
bill that would make it illégal to
rent any hall or building to the
Stalinist Party or any other party or
rerscn who believes in or advocates
“overthrow” of the government. .

The . present witch hunt has
reached such a frenzy that Wall
Street’s. hired. hands in Congress
and the state legislatures no longer
make any pretense of observing civil
rights. Bills are propoesed which
openly violate the Trights of free
speech, assembly, ballot and trial
by jury.

The ward heelers of the state gov-

cand NAACP meetings. She sent 18
isubs last week.

Six months azo an Akron rubber
worker obtained his first subscrip-
tion to The Militant. Last week he
turned in his own renewal and five
other subs for fellow workers in the
shop. “An example of one sub pro-
fducing  six.” comimiznted E. Alex-
ander, Akron literature agent.

Rena Breshi, Boston agent, sent
17%1'encwals last week.

A Cincinnati worker sent two re-
‘newals and a new sub obtained by
eiving a sample.copy to a shopmate.

Our thanks to the hundreds of
readers who are renewing direct by
mail and thereby relieving the
strain on the readers who give thelr
spare hours to soliciling subs.

The date under your address on
the paper is your receipt. The date
is advanced for whatever period you
renew. If for example, your present
subscription expires Mar. 48, a year's
renewal will extend it to Mar. 49.
Pleas> inform us at once if the date
wmh your address is not properly al-
tered within three weeks after you
send in a renewal.
Prompt response followed publi-
ication of two appeals from Chinese
workers for free copies of The Mili-
tant. Four $2 donaticns were made
'hv B. of Rochester, LUK. of Los
‘Angelea and Tom and Jean of New
York. Each $2 pays for a foreign
sub to somg worker who could not
raise the price.

unt Steps

i

. e abl
ing a change in r OV~ |
e ang the form of gov ‘my hour of need. It. was a good deed

ernment are takmg thelr cue from
the‘ highest politician in the land-—
Harry S. Truman. It was under his
orders that the purge of federal
workers on secret evidence, un-
known to the accused. and to the
judges, was started. %

Seattle Forum on.
Manifesto Anniversary

Militant readers in Seattle will
have an opportunity to attend a
forum on “100 Years of the Com-
munist Manifesto,” led by Daniel
Roberts on Sunday, Feb. 8, at 3 p. m.
A supper will follow the discussion.
The Seattle Branch of the Socialist
Workers Party is located in the
Maynard Eldg., First and Wash-

|

l
i

|
}
{

| the rank and file to know who was

_cussion over unimportant details. A

with no union experience and ll(tle‘ times new men come to meetmgs

: land try to diseuss .the health:and
causing gr eah welfare fund or political action
miners | like as not they are told !

union interest?
This problem
concern to the
throughout the coal

is
militant

fields. They

know that unless the broad ranks ‘dlSLIICt’

are . brought into. union activity thm
UMW will fall on evil days. The|
cogl industry is dominated by m
few. large concerns.. For e;xannale,;
northern West Virginia is controlled

| by the Pittsburgh-Consolidated Coal;

Co., the world’s largest. Most of |
the state could be shut down by a |
lockout. The Taft-Hartley Act
shows that the owners are cut to
break the unions and the mumers
know that their union is one of the
first on the list. The coming strug-
gles may well be the toughest m,
the “history of the mines.

The old militan~s wonder why
90% ef the members are inactive,

why most of the young men come
to meetings only to take their obli-
gations; and some don’t even come
then. Part of the reason is that
the UMW has never made any at-
tempt to-educate its members, espe-
cially the younger men, to teach
them what the union means. The|
UMW has a glorious history of rank |
and file militancy. Why isn’t it put
in pamphlet form and a copy given
to every miner? Could it be that
the: leaders of the UMW don’t want

really -responsible for -the building
of-the union? 1

Part of the reason for the apathy |
of the new members is that there
is mo longer any opportunity for
the miner to participate in the
making of the big decisions. Im-
pertant decisiens are handed down.
The new member hears that he is.
in the AFL. Then he hears that he
is out of the AFL. Every so often
the operators and the union nege-
tiate. a. contract which determines
the. miners’ -living conditions, and
he may be. asked to strike. But that
is all he has to do with it. Demo-
cratic action built the UMW, The
action is left but the. democracy
is gone.

Another part of the reason is that
meetings are long and uninteresting.
The real business of the union is
never taken up as it is out of the
hands of the rank and file. All that
is left. for the locals.is endless dis-

free .day is too precious to spend
wrangling over a few dollars that

come from a coca cola machine, ov

Lout of order, or “to take it
This is a good W
keep them from. Lcmmg bo ahy m x‘e
- meetings.

Ask some of the 90 T who d
take. part in union ‘activity why
they never
will. tell- you that “they:heverido
anything down there but talk,” or
that the “local

who has any sense says anythmg
they chase him out.”- 3

Why don’t tiey :ink it worth
their time to come to
when their
Because, for
which  the

gne,

even 10 years ago.
10 years ago a wage incréase meant
better living., But last summer,
when we won the highest wage in
mine union history,. it took only
about three weeks for tnat increase
to be swallowed up by the hlgher
cost of living. A

A. great many things have hap-
pened to the coal miner'si world
since the heroic days of the. UMW:
but the UMW program remains
same. If the rank and - file &re
geing to make sacrifices. they :wan
a goal and a program worth- fight=
ing for. And the old. program just
doesn’t fit the new conditions. : .

There are great strugges. ahead.
The depression will mean: picket
lines, seabs, hunger marches, and
a fight for the very existence of
organized labor. The militant: miner
sees these things and. wants«to
mobilize the rank and: fﬂe behind
his union.

In my next armcle I shall deal
with some of the complaints:and.
demands I have heard from:-men
who never come to.local- meetings,
and the kind of program. that is
needed to inspire the. new mine
workers : SO

g

New MHaven Readers

invited to Open Forum
“Politics and Working Class Pal‘-
ties” will be the topic. presented by
the New Haven -Labor Scheol on
Tuesday evening, Jan. 27, at.8:p. m.
Militant readers -are urged: to. ate
tend. The address of the New

ington, No. 408. something equally trivial. Somec- Haven Labor School is 92 Main Sb:

Hickman Thanks
The Militant

I wish to take this opportunity to
tizse who helped me in

.that has been done for me. Words
4can’t express my appreciation at he-
ing back with my wife and family.

The Hickman Defense Commitiee
did me a tremendous service whici
in terms of material things is un-
repayable. Thev took up my cause
when it was an unpopular one and
stood by e till I walked out of jail
a free man. The steering commit-
tee composed of Willoughby Abner,
Chairman, Charles . Chiakulous,
Treasurer, Franklin Fried, Nation-
al Field Director. Michael Bartell
and Sidney Lens did a splendid job
in mobilizing material and moral
support in my behalf. I also wish to
thank the various organizations
which steod by me in my hour of
need: the CIO Council and ‘many
CI10 Locals, various AFL unions, the
AVC, the Baptist Ministers Con-
ference, the Socialist Workers Party,
the Workers Defense League, the
Committee on Racial Equality, the
Progresive Steel Workers,-and many
others, -as- well as the many thou-
sands of individuals who rallied to
my side.

I was fortunate to be represented
by men like Leon Despres, M. J.
Myers, and William Temple. These
men were more than lawyers; they
were friends when I needed them
most.

This statement. of thanks would
not be complete without acknowl-
edging the favorable publicity the
Militant gave my case. ‘

Respectfully,
James Hickman
Chicago, .

Questions GM-GE
Profit Figures
Editor:

The Jan. 5 Militant lists profits
as follows: General Electric 32.7%
—General Motors, 36.49.

CIO News for Dec. 22 lists profits
as: General Electric, 20.8%—General
Motors, 19.9%.

How come GM is higher
than the other?

I presume Militant figures ara
projected from the same 9 months
figure used ‘by CIO News.

in one
s

H. S.

Chicago, 11
Ed. Note: Both sets of figures are
correct and come from the same
source. The Militant cites profits
before taxes; the CIO News, profits
after taxes. Profits before taxes give

i

the clearer picture. Your income, as

a- worker, - is figured before taxes.
The gross profits before taxes show
more accurately the amount of sur-
plus value derived from your labor
and how much the bosses can affdérd
to pay in-higher wages without rais-
ing prices. If their gross profits are
reduced by paying more wages, nat-
uraily, their taxes decline as well.

Realized Stalinists
Distort. Marx:sm
deﬁn

I joined the Ccmmunist Party
US.A. with the firm belief that it
adhered to the revolutionary prin-
ciples as formulated by Marx anad
Engels. I believed I had joined a
party which followed the principle
of democratic centralization as prac-
ticed by the party of Lenin. However

during this period I discovered that |

their interpretion of Marxism was
designed to fit any given situation,
nationally or internationally as long
as it coincided with the rolicy of
Soviet Russia. During the period I
was in the Service I was not aware
of their program and policy under

|struggle.

Browder -of- class- collaboration; only
during the period of being in the
party and seeing the -extension of
Browder’s policy was I able to dis-
cern tangibly their distortion». Ql_;.
Marxism.

I realized that such a pohcy could
lead only to disaster for the work-
ing class. of America. What followed:
was an iinevitable understanding, of:-
the class struggle. I -attempted: tc
find an organization which really
carried on the revolutionary princi-
ples of Marx and Lenin. Reading the

Fourth International I found :it, eow

incided with my idea of a real work-:
ers party. I-investigated: the Social<:

ist- Workers Party program -and
found it carried on the real struggle:-
‘To -the. members: of -
the braneh I wish to say-that-the:
only party capable today-of-leading -
the Socialist Revolution is the-So«- -

for Sccialism.:

cialist Workers: Party :amd ever

member would do well- to -make: a:-

class- analysis- of - the - Communist -
Party’s distortion  of the cla;ss

8

Pittsburgh, Pa.

- PAUL G. STEVENS,

ko bt

Auspices:

N. Y. LENIN MEMORIAL MEETING
‘“What Next in Europe and Amenca

WM. F. WARDE,

WALLACE AND THt, TH'RD PARTY

Speaks on
EUROPE UNDER THE MARSHALL PLAN

Vo B

FARRELL DOBBS .

Chairman

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 28th, 8 p. m.
Central Opera House, 205 E. 67th St.

Socialist Workers Party, N.

speaks on

Militant Siaff Corresponden*

Y. Loedl -

Admission:

N. Y. MARXIST LABOR SCHOOL -
~ (Winter Term - 1948)
Beginning Wednesday, Feb. 4th

"PRELUDE TO THE COMING 'AMERICAN REVOLUT!ON"
. S. Capitalism in Crisis:

Instructor: Sam Ryan Wednesday 7 30 p;ma
"BUILDING THE LEFT \’ViNG IN THE MODERN
INDUSTRIAL UNIONS"
A Study of Current Trade Union. Problems, s
Instructor: E. R. Frank  Wednesday, 9psm. ‘
Bach class consists: of four g At
$1 for the course or 30 cents for individual lecfures

116 University Plac_,g :

1929-1941 § /

B3

lectures.

attend meetings. They

isn’t run by the..
right people and anytime anyone‘ i

meetings .
fathers believed ' that :
the UMW was worth any sacrifice?. ;-
the -problems *
miners face .today. are
different than those of 30, 20« o1
For example, »

K
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but organization.

in its struggle for power the proletariat has no other weapon
Divided by the rule of anarchic competition'in
the bourgeois world, ground down by slave ' labor for-capital,
constantly thrust back to'the "lower depths' of utter destitution,
savagery and degeneration, ‘the proletariat can become and. will
inevitably’ become, an invincible” force” only when its ideolagical
unity” aroundthe” principles of “Marxism is ‘consolidated’ by ‘the |
material unity of an organization, which unites millions of foilors‘
in the army of the working class.

—V. . Lenin, One Step Forward Two S+eps Back

‘as-advocates of

Theory of the "Lesser Evil” R

‘The parade of the “labor lieutenants of
the capitalist- class” back to the fold of the
Democratic Party has started. A. F. Whit-
ney, President of the Brotherhood of Rail-
road- Trainmen emerged from the White
House to tell a news conference that he just
had a “wonderful chat” with Truman, that
“we’re-in full accord,” and that he was going
to raise union money to try to help re-elect
hx.m.,

Thls is the same Whltney who in May
1946 told the country that Truman had
“dotible crossed” the raiiroad workers. This
is the same Whitney who announced that
he would use the millions in his union treas-
ury: to: help defeat the “political accident”
who demanded of Congress a law to draft
striking railroad workers into the army.

It is naive to imagine that Truman made

any special concessions to Whitney. He

didn’t have to. Whitney and his fellow labor
fakers are ready to sell cheap. They haven’t

.the courage for any other kind of politics—

except the company union variety. They are
prisoners of the theory of the “lesser evil.”
And since Truman is supposed—~to be one-
half of one percent better than Taft or
Dewey — why, it isn’t clear — they have

decided to plunk for the man that broke a

The Brass Hat Invasion

Fwe leading shop stewards and officers-
of the CIO Electrical Workers local at the
S’perryi(}yroscope plant at Lake Success,
New - York, were summarily removed last
week from a department of the plant on
orders of the Army. The Army said they,
f “bad secur1ty risks.”

T’hls “is no ‘isolated
months ago, at Bell Aircraft in Buffalo, work-
erd“in’ certain departrhents were compelled
to’ Hll out’ ‘Army questionnaires as long as
your ‘4tm to determine if they were
risks®” use
to’ ’fﬂ'f'%out these disgraceful “loyalty oaths”
wetre ‘banned’ ftom ‘even -entering these so~
called “secret” departments to service union
membeérs, v :

“/PHeése - ominous encroachments of the
Brass "Hiats recall- that during’ the war, the
y walked into many plants and order-
- erotis- thilitant union members. and
stewa;*d fired without appeal. Any worker
whoi ‘as makmg thmgs a bit hot for the

incident. Several

“Union committeemen, who refused

“informs us that he 'will ‘support. Congress< | at
event:- |,
that they are opposeéd by eandldate\s ' h are

“good.

railroad strike and had the courts slap a.

couple of million dollars fme on: fhe mme &

union, Ty e i
There is no end to thns “lesser evxl"
theory. Last year, for instance, -the: labor:

leaders announced that:they werezout to de<«

feat’ every Congressriati who voted:forith
infamous Taft-Hartley Law: ~Now: Whithey:

men who wvoted for: this: law:in:thev

even more unfriendly-to:laberi:: i e
Isn’t this an mSpmng‘ goal for labov

in 1948?

coming in.. What a program!
Lewis, addressing the: AFL bureaucrats

at the recent San Francisco convention; said
they didn’t have heads. Their mecks just..
grew and haired over. That was very apt.’

These narrow-minded  foolish men who ad-
vised the unions to “comply” with the Slave
Labor Law, and who are now séeking to
re-elect Truman, would lead the army of-
labor down the same road of destruction as
did their counterparts in Germany in 1932..
We must not'let them de it, :

boss was discovered to be a “bad securlty
risk.”

The events'at Sperry Gyroscope and Bell
Aircraft demonstrate. the spreading invasion-
by the military caste of every sphere of-
American life. This is simply part of the big
push to militarize and regiment the Amencan
people.

The professxonal mlhtamsts are gettmg
more powerful and more cocky. all the time.
They -are already running the key govern-.
ment departments. They are ‘taking over
civilian functions all along the. line in Wash-.
ington. They are issmning brusk commands
to Congress to enact their program, from the
Marshall Plan to universal compulsory mili-
tary  training.

If the mlhtary get a grip in the plants
any and every good union man .and woman.

will be given the boot- as a “bad security

risk.,” This is a threat that orgamzed labor
cannot afford to ignore.

The labor movement must speak out now
—and in no uncertain terms—to halt m111-<
tary mter:ference in -the: plants.

Two, Reaﬂctlonary, Bureaucracies

ing i ag\mst the Taf¢-
Hartl@y Alct, the American trade union lead-
ers blossomed out as champions of free trade
unionism — for the workers of Europe. They
are’dejierinined to liberate their less fortun-
ate brothers on the other side of the Atlantic

from the grip of dictatorship — by agents
of the Kremlin. Yet this display of energy

to” “free” the workers of Europe contrasts -

strangely with their capitulation to the Slave
Labor Law at home.

In reality there is no contradiction. CIO
and AFL leaders did not travel to Europez
“free’” unionism. The role
of these: lackeys has been clearly established
as salesmen for the Marshall Plan and drum-
mer boys for American imperialism.,

A Catholic priest complains in an article
written for the CIO News that the work of
James Carey, CIO Secretary-Treasurer, is
not-properly appreciated by the State Depart-
ment. He writes: “He (Carey) did mere in
a smgle speech to take the curse off the Mar-

Wall Street's War Budget

‘ World War II was supposed to usher in’
a period of lasting peace. But the people
who believed that, who fought and sacrificed
in the hope that that would happen, were

,stung All you have to do is glance at.the

astronomical figures devoted to military ex-
penditures in the 1948-49 budget, and you
can see that. Washington’s perspective is not
peace—but war.

Instead of lasting peace, capitalism has
brought us an era of virtually permanent
war.. The years between the wars are not
peaceful either; they are used primarily to
pile :up. new war resources, to cement new
war ‘alliances, to perfect new war prepara-
tons” 1948 is ‘'such a year. No one can say
: re when active, “hot” war will begin,
it-is well known: that in the Cabinet,

shall Plan than Secretary Marshall could
have accomplished in a-week of speeches.” ..

The priest’s poinit of view is, as'a matter
of fact, receiving the sympathetic attention
of -the ‘State Department, . These upper-class’
snobs. have already’ been sold on:the:idea.of-

using the yellow: “socialists’ of  Europe as.-

their overseas agency to line up the European:
labor movement, behmd the Wall Street:
program.

The fight between the AFL CIO and

the European “Socialist” leaders on the one

side, and the Stalinists on the other, is thus "
not a fight between the proponents of a “free’
unionism” against the proponents of totali-
tarianism. It is rather a fight between two
sets of labor bureaucrats -— both teactionary:
— who would subvert the labor movement
into an agency of either the Kremlin or the
American State Department. v

The labor movement can win mdepen-
dence and insure its survival only by free-
ing itself from the grip of both these “out-
side influences.” b st

Congress and the General Staff there are
many. advocates of a preventlve war” right
now.

War for the capitalist system in the per-
iod of its degeneration is-like alcohol for:the
incurable drunkard. They waste their re-
sources on it; their yearning for it grows
greater all the time; they find it harder and
harder to subsist on anything else. And yet
its effect is to drag them faster to the grave.
The chief difference is that the drunkard gen-
erally harms no one: but himself and-his de-
pendents. But the capitalist system, satu-
rated with militarism, threatens to plunge
all of mankind to destruction.

The military budget is a warning to
everybody who wants to-escape that plunge.
The direction of society must be taken out

-of the hands of the warmongers.

You say :'wg:should: veleét: Tru~::!
man and the same gang of crooksiand«rascals:-
who ‘are in Congregs<~to: pfevenit san ‘evenis
worse bunch (how:ds*that possibl‘e) fromi

As

Prodded by hunger, the Ger-
marnsworking class is returning
to'the arena of struggle. Dis-
patches from Germany report that
80,000 workers in Cologne have tied
up the city in -a general strike.
100,000 workers in Nuremberg are
heduled to- walk off their.jobs:
These strikes lscome on the heels
of walkouts which occurred in va-
rious -industrial ceuéers of the Ruhr

~rlast week -invelving at- least 150,000
| workers. =

workers: returned. to their-jobs with
ing: that; they. would |

in -basic . industries; ‘The

the.clear w
resume .-the : strike. unless. drastic
mee €5 were taken tQ Amprove
‘the: foed :situatien. - G
POLICY OF S’FA‘RVATION

- British and Ameridan: military oc-

are.respensible.for a policy-of- stary-
iny ;,he peopl .m t;helr; zones: It.is

drop;ped to hhe Iamme
orkes d i y, anci httle

[ erma,n puppet oﬂ’icmls are
howljng ﬁhat riots ;will. £ g

wake: of, star atw 3,000
tons .of fa.t for . westem Germany

‘| for one: fou,r—week, ration period but

only. 5,000 tons_are available,” one
“of .them declared. The Deputy Bur-
gomaster. of  Darmstadt. stated that
_bakerjes. had flour for only one
day. A similar condition is report-
ed in Hamburg, s

Quisling trade union officials
- frankly cenfessed their impotence
in- restraining .the workers. Every-
where..they pleaded. with- their Brit-
ish and American masters for in-
creased; rations-as the only- means
of - preventing strikes: -
their . cowardice, . sabotage :and
treachery, the strike movement is
spreading and the numbers involv-
ed ‘mounting daily.
© With typical perfldy, the British
authorities tried to-down the revolt.
‘against. starvation by. a. character-

wave, they discovered, was nothing,
but a “communist plot” set into
‘action by a so-called “Protocol”
‘giving directives for the strikes.
This was too much even for the

‘the so-called conspiracy and laid

cupation. forees wheo- rule the area

But : despite-

istic. Foreign Office ruse. The strike !

Quisling union leaders who belittled

neral Strikes Paralyze Rul
orkers Flght "tarvatg_

" PAGE THRER

Out in the Cold

Raschke and their four children.

- .It. was wcold in Chicago and a deep blanket of snow covered the
ground but. that didn’t stop the landlord from evicting Mr. and Mrs;

With their belongings in the back-

ground, the family huddles around a fire to keep warm.

- Federated Pictures

the cause of the strike movement
to starvation.

Within a- few days it was re-
vealeéd that the  British Foreign Of-
fice had been sufficiently aware of
the situation te send a secret per-
sonal message to Secretary of State
Marshall urging that food supplies
frem the U. S. be speeded: up.

STALINISTS HALF HEARTED

As a matter of fact, the Stalin-
ists were rarely in the lead of the
strikes. They were reported as half-
hearted: in their efforts to organize
.the movement and not. at all ag-
gressive in pressing for a continua-
tion of the strikes..

The bizonal brass hats are doing
nothing to -alleviate the starvation
except to. pass the buck to their
German Quisling hirelings on whom

they place the responsibility for the
failure of food collections and prop-
er distribution. The so-called Dus-
seldorf Plan,

suaded to return to their jobs was|
nothing but a “share-the-misery”

to give up their fat rations in re-
turn for the promise of a double-
sugar ration.
strikes in the provinces where the
sacrifices were demanded.

The conqueror’s rule of Germany

with the strike movements in Italy
and elsewhere, means that the im-

dictatorship on the European masses
is doomed to failure.

By Ria Stone

Thousands of Chinese at-

tacked and burned down ‘the
British Consulate and other: British
buildings in. Canton-: last Priday,
Jan. 16. The British were: forced to
move: their- citizens to Hong Kong.

ton: were - followed by - giant anti-
imperialist: parades - of. students in
both: Shanghai and. Hankow.

The immediate cause.of the dem-
onstrations . was . the action of the.

British imperialist -authority.. in
evicting: Chinese. sguatters = from
Kowloon, Kowloon, together wiih:

Hong Kong, is still under direct
British control and serves as a con-.

the exploitation -and . indignities

hands. of :the. British for ever a cen~
tury...
FXTREME CORRUPTION

There afe strong Indications that

the Kuomintang. This clique; known
as-the. Tammany wing .of the Kuo-
mintang, is. directly, based on the
landlords. and big capitalists. No-
torious - for its corruption, police

tain: any -compromise. with hbexal-

The stormy demonstrations in Can-.

stant. remindegr to. the Chinese of.

which they have. suffered: at the.

the demonstrations were originally
stimulated by the C. C. clique of-

terrorism and its refusal to enter-|

ism, this cliqgue” has been steadily
losing ground.

Even the U. S. State Department
has become skeptical of the ability
of American billions to prop up
Chiang kai-Shek as long as the
C. C. clique remains in control. Ot
the estimated two-and-a-half bil-
lion dollars which Wall Street has
poured into China since the end of
the war, about 75% has gone into
graft and corruption.

TO GAIN SUPPORT

The British have been throwing
support to the “Political Science
group” of the Kuomintang, the so-
called Liberals. By encouraging the
anti-British demonstrations, the C.
C. clique. evidently thought. it could
.deal a blow to its rivals and at the
same time gain popular. support
.among the anti-imperialist masses.

But. the peaceful demonstrations
soon got out of hand. The violence
of the masses. terrified the Chiang
kai-Shek government: and as-ene
man, the. whole Kuomintang me-
bilized

demonstrators. Even news of the
uprising was hushed up in the of-
ficial press to keep it from spread-
ing.

The “May 30 Incident” of 1925,
is still: fresh in the memories of

(Conunued fror Page 1)
ervation of the 40-hour week, now
under  attack by the NAM; de-
nounced the. speedup being pushed
in .the . factories; urged the aboli~
tion of the House -Un-American
Committee blacklist system, etc.
VOTED TO MERGE

He -ended his. speech to the PCA
by trying to buck them up with the
prospect. of growing, support from
the, organized labor mevement, little
of -which is apparent at the present
time.

The PCA convention endorsed
Wallace’s candidacy, adopted a pro-
gram: émbodying most of his de-
mands and. voted to affiliate or
merge with the broader third party
scheduled to be organized at a na-
tional convention on April 12.

The . decisions of the: PCA were
unanimous, although it is known
that there are important differences
within its- leading circles.

Robert W. Kenny, California Dem-
'ocrat and PCA national chairman,
represents the group still aiming at
a deal with the Democratic Party.

PCA Endorses Wallace

< On ‘his atrival in Chlcago for the

convention, he expressed the opinion
that “developments in the next six
months may bring the Democratic
Party to its senses.”

Kenny is not supporting the peti-
tion campaign to put Wallace on the
ballet in California as the candidate
of the Independent Progressive Par-
L ty. Still working within the Demo-~
cratic Party, he wants Wallace to
enter the Democratic primary in
California and Oregon,
-thinks Wallace could beat Truman.,
‘Such “preliminary . victories,” he
says, would “make. the Democrats
take heed.” .

The Stalinist section of the Wal-
lace movement feels it is necessary
to go through with the third party
‘campaign in 1948, to teach the Dem-
ocrats the lesson ‘that they must
change their ‘foreign policy if they
want to win the presidency.

There was no discussion of these
‘differences on the convention floor.
Wallace’'s own stand is not. known.
| Kenny, however, was re-elected na-
‘tional chairman.

its police force to guard'
British ~property: and_ arrest the.

where he

Anti-Imperidlist Struggle
Sweeps Key China Cities

the Chinese capltahsts and land-
lords, when British fire on a dem-~
onstration of students and workers
unleashed revolutionary activity
throughout the country.

FANTASTIC INFLATION

The civil war which has been go-
ing on in China with only occa-
sicnal breaks since 1927 is proof
that Chiang kai-Shek, as the rep-
resentative of the Chinese capital-~
ists and landlords, can neither free

struction. 80% of the national budg-
et today goes for military expenses.
Inflation has reached the. incred-

nese note exchanges for eight Amer-
ican cents. Three of- Chiang. kai-
.Shek’s generals, taking with them

deserted the sinking ship. of their
leader and gone over to the Chinese
Stalinists.

BRUTE FORCE

The Kuomintang maintains-=- its
rule simply by brute force.
whele country is in .the throes of
‘the spreading civil war. The crime
of the Chinese Stalinist leadérs is
that, in the present explosive situa-

side with the workers’ movement,
which is concentrated in. the big
cities along the East Coast. )
Events such as the recent demon-
strations in Canton, may be the
spark, however, to rouse the work-

movement.

Minneapolis Bazaar
Features Bargams

: B_argams in women’s and chil-
dren’s clothing, imported jewelry,
buttons, belts and art objects will
be found at the Minneapolis Relief
‘Bazaar, to be held at 10 S. 4th St.,
on Saturday, Jan. 31, from noon to
midnight. An auction of tires,-anti-
freeze, electrical appliances, etc.,
will also afford Minneapolis workers
a chance at some fine bargains. The
Bazaar is being held under the aus-

pices of the Minneapolis and St.
Paul Chapters of the American
Committee. for European Workers
Reljef. All proceeds will go toward
sending: much needed  food and

clothing ‘to the workers of Eurepe.

<P

on the strength of,
which the Ruhr strikers were per-|

plan. Other provinces were obliged}

This in turn set off

is possible only so long as the people| .
are passive. The present revival of|
the German working class, coupled|-

perialist plan to impose famine and| ...

the country from imperialism nor.|.
begin any serious economic reeon-|.

ible level where a 10,000. dollar Chi-|

three  Kuomintang divisions, have |.

The |

tion, they have refused to link the
peasant movement in the country- ||

ers into widespread action and the |5
eventual leadership of the peasant )

Events on the
Infernational Scene

EXPOSE INDEPENDENCE FRAUD IN C Yl;
. 'CEYLON—The following"statémerit of Comrade ‘Colvin R Si

" leader ‘of the Trotskyist fraction in the Ceylon Parliament, on -

conferring “independence” on Ceylon, was published' in Lhe “'Pimenv I)L

Ceylon.:

“Our Party is not duped hy this ‘independence’ that has sbolen upon
us like: a thief in the night. Even in the Sessional Paper that has |
sprung upon us, the ‘independence’ on the cover dwindles into-mor
responsible status within the Commonwealth’ before the very: premmﬂ:ﬁ‘e
to the bill is completed. .

“We demand the 1mmedxate publication of the secret treaty. We
denounce the clandestine procedure which has gone into its making: We
call unhesitatingly, and in advance, for the summary rejection of its-termsg;
whatever they may be, as terms imposed on this country by the impeﬁa -
ist government through its native capitalist agents..

“We demand not a rotten independence Bill in the British Parhame
but the: immediate withdrawal of British troops, and repatriation:of:
British Governor and-liquidation of the Seulbury set-up:as a pri
to the summoning, by & body independent of the present imper
gime, of a Consmtutent Assemb]v elected by universal, equa,l dir
secret suffrage.

of the people through a nesh general elecmon The peop]e,hav
be consulted directly on so impeortant a matter.

# ® El

\i TROTSKYIST CHALLENGES PRIME MINISTE!

CEYLON—As on the Indian maxnlsmd the blggest wea,
capitalists against the masses is communal division. On the backg un&
of a savage campaign against the Trotskyists in Ceylon—the essem_‘
which was that the latter stood for flooding the Island with Indian i
grants—a sustained demand has been made by the capitalist UN.P. that
Comrade Colvin R. de Silva, leaGer of the Trotskyist Parliamentary Frac=
tion, should resign his seat and re-contest it on the Indian immigrati
issue. Comrade de Silva publiely issued the following challenge
Prime Minister at a reception meeting to Opposition MP’s held in Colombo
recently:

“If ‘Mr. Senanayake is willing to resign his seat in Parhament bet
Nov, 25 (when Parliament convenes), ¥.will resign mine and fight: e
by-election. with him in the Weillawette-Galkisse - constituency - on . the

-Indian or any other issue. Let us see whether he has the courage t

up this challenge in the fortnight that is left him.”

B

TRADE UNION UNITY CONFERENCE

PARIS—A’ group of revolutionary trade unionists of vari

_'eies which include responsible officers of the Parisian Book Trades U
National Teachers’ Union, Building Workers’ Union, as well as. mem

of the Metal Workers Union, militants of “Front Ouvriere” and

-Emancipee” tendencies, and the independent militants of the CGT:isstie
@ manifesto to all trade unions announcing the convocation in Earis on

Feb. 1 of a national conference for Trade Union Unity.

The revolutionary trade-unionists, while condemning the beti‘ ,

the reformist and Stalinist leaders, stand for trade union unity.
point out that the split in the trade union ranks only weakens thy wm*ﬁ-

-ing class, and puts the factional struggle inside the unions ahead of

class struggle against the capitalists.

Their manifesto states that if the bureaucratic pohcy of the Stalm
ists has played into the hands of the splitters of the ‘“Workers For
group, the Social Democrat Jouhaux and his supporters are no more. demo.
cratic in their methods.

“It is sufficient to see how Capocci (leading member of the ‘Wor‘
Force’) pushed through a vote at the National Council of the Emp:
Federation to affiliate with the ‘Workers Force’,” explains the manife
Thus; a group of fifty functionaries dared vote to split from the Geng ali
Federation of Labor without any reference to Lhe rank and file.

“Bureaucratism,” -the manifesto continues, “is a necessary cons
quence of the abandonment of a revolutionary policy . . . Both, Fr: {
and Jouhaux (the Stalinist and Social Democratic trade union
remained united on the basis of a class collaboration policy so long & the
Somahst Party and’ the French Commumst Party collaborated w1t 1

every effort must be made to rebuild trade union umty, it is equal] ‘
that this can only be achieved on a class struggle basis.”

SECOND CONGRESS OF DUTCH R. C :

" AMSTERDAM, Dec. 29—The second National Congress of the Re
tionary Communist Party was held in Amsterdam from Dec: 25
About fifty elected and fraternal delegates, as well as two deleg: es
the sister parties and the International Secretariat participated;
Congress.

The main items on the agenda were: Discussion of theses on
situation, the situation in Holland and the Indonesian revolutio .St
ment of Principles and program of action drawn up by the.Cent: L
mittee, organization report with respect to perspectives of ee ]
struggles in Holland, Resolution on defense of the Soviet Union, Reéps
and self-criticism on trade union movement and attltude of ‘bhe :
Treasurer’s report, etc. .

This Congress, meeting two years after the foundatlon of the k
showed the political and organizatienal progress made in the:in
period. It.proved that the Dutch party has been successful: in“bu
ing a collectlve leadership, and in. striking deep roots in- the worldng
and trade union. movement. .

The Dutch. Section.of the Fourth Internatlonal mtends to proce
from this, successful Congress to transferm itself;. in .the: coming«<perio
into the effective vanguard party leading the Dutch wmkmg :
struggle f01 1ts immediate and historic interests,

.

Activities of ‘Militant’ Readers and the

&

Socialist Workers qut,

AKRON—4 So. Howard St., 2nd fl. Mon.
through Fri, 7 to 9 p. m.; Branch meeting
Sun. '8 p. m.; Socialist Youth Club meet-
ing Sun. 3 p. m.

BOSTON—30 Stuart St.,
Tres., 7:30-9:30 p. m.

HARLEM—103 W: 110~ St.; -
Phone MO. 2-1866. Open: - discusi
Thur.,, 8 p. m. B
BRONX—1034 Prospect Aves =

Phone LU, 9-010%:
BROOKLYN—635" Fu}ton St.,

Sat., 1-5 p. m., fl.

BUFFALO—Mxhtant Forum, 629 Main ST. 3-7433.
, 2nd fl, Phone MAdison 3960. Every CHELSEA—130 W. 23rd sk
aftemoon except Sun. CH. 2.9434.
CHICAGO—1777 W. Adams (corner Hal- OAKLAND (Cal. )—-Wrxbe P
sted). Phone DEArborn 4767. Daily except 13561, Oakland 4.

Sun,, 11 a.m.-6 p. m. Library, bookstore.

CLEVELAND — Militant, Forum, Sun,,
8:30 p. m., Peck’s Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.
(off Wide Park Ave.).

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave,
TY 7-6267. Mon. through Sat.,

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St.
p. m. Open house, Sat. eve.
eve.

LOS ANGELES — Militant Publ. Assn.,
31615, - W. Pico Blvd. Phone Richmond
4644. Daily, 12-5 p. m.

SAN PEDRO-Militant, 1008 E. Pacific

Room 214.

WATTS—Militant, . 1729 E. 97th St.

LYNN, (Mass.)—44 Central Sg., Rm. 11
Sat. 1-6 p. m. Discussion, Tues., 7:30
P. m,

MILWAUKEE — Mlhtant Bookshop, 608
S. 5th St. Mon. through ¥ri., 7:30-9:30
p. m.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th St. Phone
Main 7781. Daily except Sun., 10 a. m.-
6 p. m. Library, bookstore.

NEW HAVEN — Labor 855
Grand Ave., 3rd fl.,, Tues. 8-10:30 p. m.

NEWARK-—423 Splmgfxeld Ave. Phone
Blgelow 38-2574. Reading room, week
nights, 7-10 p. m. ’

NEW: YORK CITY (Hq.)—116 Univers-
ity- Pl Phone. GR. 5-8149.

. EAST SIDE—251 E, Houston St. 1st
fl,

PHILADELPHIA — 1303.05 W, Gx"\
Ave,, 2nd fl. Phone Stdvense
Open daily. Forum, Fri., 8 ps,
PITTSBURGH — 1418 Fifth,

Ph
onel g, Open meetings', lst & 3,

12-5 p. m.
Daily 17-9
Forum, Sun. SAN DIEGO YCaI)—wFor
write P. O. Box 807

4th 1L
Sun.,

Phone FI 6~ 0410
12-4:30 p. m.

SEATTLE — Maynard Bldg, lst
South & Washington. Phone
Mon. thmugh Sat., 12-5 p; "
meeting, . Fri.,;, 8 p. m. lerary, boo

ST. LOUIS—1023 N.. Grand::Bivdi
312.. Phone Jeffe)son 3642.. F

7:80-10 p. m. i

ST. PAUL-—540 Cedar St. Pho
field 1137. Daily except Sun.; 23
p. m. Bookstore.. Forum, 3rd. Sun, o
month, 3:30 p. m, ‘

TACOMA (Wash.)—Write- P: .
1679. Meeting, Wed., 8 p. m, .. 0dd.. F
Hall, 6th & I'awcett

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clair S, 2n
Open daily. 8

YOUNGSTOWN — 115 E P

Rm. 302. Phone 3-1355. Mon. throu
11 a. R s -4:30 p. m.

School,




of & Steel Worker.

‘A Militant

doh’t think It ever f01 get how it was that first
. I remember standing in the hallway, a bundle
rs under my left arm, one copy of the current
; Militant in my right hand. I had
that nasty feeling in my stom-
ach, the feeling you get when you
sense that something very un-
pleasant is going to happen.

I heard a step inside the apart-
ment. The feeling in my stom-
ach got a little worse. I wondered
frantically how I was going to
start. Where were the woras I

rge woman pulled open the door. I held up
-Militant. “Uh,” I said, “I've got a paper here..
he looked at The Militant and at me. She could
eI had a paper. “So what?” she asked.
is a workers’ paper,” I told her. The rest
he words didn’t come. I was new in the’ Somall%
Kers Party then,
it's a workers’ paper,” she said.
ere’s what I mean,” I told her. “I'm trying to
ubscnptmns to this paper, The Militant, that
Look,;pop,” the woman said, “don’t try to tell me
re working your way through coilege.” She shut
e door and left me standing in the hallway, feeling
fool.
ght then and thele I wanted to go home. I
wanted to stop in at Emil's place for a drink and go
.The only time I ever tried to sell anything
was once when I answered one of those phony
ranted” ads during the depression, and that
_a success either.
I didn’t go home. I remembered how the
nizer had told us, “You never can tell who you
run into. There are people waiting for The
t. ‘There are workers logking for a way out of
trap that capitalism has thrust them into. Maybe
ol find some of those workers today. But whether
Qu.find. them or not, you've got to do your best to sell
ubscriptions to The Militant. When they rend it,

By Theodore Kovalesky

Subs cription

they’ll learn. Their friends may pick the paper up in
their houses.
word of Socialism,
for Socialism.”

I knocked on another door, a lot of other doors.
Some people weren't home. Others weren’t interested.
I warmed up to the job, and a few people bought the
paper just to get rid of me.

I was almost ready to go home when I tried one
more house. A boy answered the door. I guess he
was seventeen or eighteen, a typical teen-ager, wise-
cracking, full of life and energy.

That’s one of the ways we fight

‘When I told him why I was there he thought it.

was a big joke. He wanted to know if he could own
his own garters under Socialism, or whether
have to sh#re them with the rest of the world. But
I didn’t mind that particularly. I like kids, and I've
always felt I could talk with them.

I told him how the giant corporations control the
world, how they make wars and depressions, how they
run the government and keep the workers in poverty
and insecurity. As an example I mentioned the
Memorial Day Massacre, when the Chicago cops shot
down ten men whose only 'crime was picketing for
union recognition.

“Hey,” the kid said, “I know a guy that was there.
He was a pal of one of the guys that got killed.”

The kid started asking questions. We talked for a
long time, hours, I guess. Finally he said, “Well, may-
be I'm nuts, but I guess I'm a Socialist too. 1 agree
with what you say.”

He didn’'t have much money. He bought the paper
for six months instead of a year, but he wanted me to
let him know when he could come to one of our meet-
ings.

Walking home through the snow I remembered
how silly I felt earlier in the day. I didn’t feel silly
any longer. I felt great. Because there was a kid, a
wisecracking, energetic kid who had fine new thoughts
that night. a kid with a new world opening up before
him, and T had brought him the key to that world

. a subscription to The Militant,

e Negro Struggle

mill region of Indiana. We are
not going to draw any moral from
this story, because we think most
of our readers will he able to
draw it for themselves. All we
want to do is repeat that this is
4 story about Indiana, and not
Georgia..
New Year's Eve a man was struck by a hit-
un .driver on Catalpa and Guthrie Streets in
hicago. The victim’s name was Paul Rybinski
37 ‘Block Ave. Nobody knows who the driver
4 ept: the occupants of the car.

‘Because the gas station on that corner had no
1 unidentified man who saw Rybinski struck

irected next door, 3612 Guthrie Street, to call
ﬁeip,” the Gary American story reports.
Mrs Katy Mason, who operates a beauty shop
t address, immedidtely called the police head-
ugrters” and informed them of the location and
rﬁency of the accident.
intersection of Guthrie and Catalpa Streets is
ction: of town which is heavily populated by

the desk man answered Mrs.
She repeated the

Just. a moment,’
‘I'll give you the sergeant.’

An American Story
By Albert Parker

facts to the sergeant on duty

“ ‘Is the man white or colored?’ the sergeant in-
quired bluntly.

“ ‘ What differerice does that make, he’s lying
on the wet pavement, probably dying, Mrs. Mason
snapped and hung up the receiver.

“Several minutes later a patrol wagon drew up ‘

alongside the knot of spectators who stood about the
injured man debating whether to risk their own un-
skilled efforts to #id him or await professional at-
tendants. .

“'The patrol wagon driver shouldered through
them, glanced briefly at the victim, and satisfied that
the inert figure was not a Negro's, inquired for the
nearest available phone. )

““They sent me,’ he remarked ca;raually to the spec-
tators, most of whom were colored,” ‘te find out
whether or not he’s a white man.’

“Then he went to the beauty shop phone and
called for an ambulance to take the 1n3ured man to
the hospital.”

Rybinski lay in the street “for more than 20 min-

utes after the accident was first reported by tele- |

phone.” When the ambulance arrived, he was “con-
veyed to St. Catherine’s Hospital and admxtted at 5:35
p. m. He died at 10:40 p. m.”

The Gary American’s story concludes: “Paul Ry-
binski, age 57, is survived by hxs widow, and two
daughters and a son.”

e can breath more freely now. We don’t have to
-one bit -about' the status of our democratic
and.civil liberties. At least that was the gospel
ing" to. Attorney General Tom Clark in his
last week at the Cathedral Club banquet in

‘organizations pooh-poohed the notlon
Y “loyalty program’” endangers free
d political freedom, “Whv," said Mr. Clark,

en here mav speak and think as they will,
in-that liberty by the Constitution’s Bill of

~that. sounds reassuring, Mr. Clark. But
§"still 2 mite of doubt in my mind. Let’s take
ruman’s ‘“loyalty program,” for instance. I've had
ot;lon that it’s a “disloyalty” purge. It provides
. secret investigation of the private lives and
pinions, of some two million government workers.
ey can be fired out of hand by department heads
en being- of “doubtful” or “suspected loyalty.”

They can appeal, all right—but they’re guilty until
ve themselves innocent. They're fired first.
‘can get a hearing—but they can’t examine FBI

“Men Here May Speak and Think”

By Art Preis

evidence and reports and they can’t confront their
accusers.

Now what does that spell to you, Mr. Clark? It
spells—and smells—G-E-S-T-A-P-O to me.

And how about that little political blacklist of
yours, Mr. Clark, in which you on the basis of your
sole judgment and authority, presume to publicly
brand a number of working-class organizations, in-
cluding the Socialist Workers Party, as “disloyal” and
‘“‘subversive.”

I suppose that was intended to make the members
and sympathizers of these organizations feel free to
speak as they please—free, that is, of threats, in-
timidation "and coercion from the governinent.

Civil rights, Mr. Clark? How free do you think
the Negro people feel down in Louisiana, or in your
own fair state of Texas, after those lynchings of
Negro war veterans when your FBI couldn’t track
down and jail the killers with an eye-witness list?
But youll do better, won't you Mr. Clark, with your
own little list—that bulwark™ of civil liberties.

It’s surprising your blacklist isn’t Exhibit No. 1
on the Freedom Train. But then the Freedom Train
contains only historic documents. Buf some day
yours-will be too, Mr. Clark. In fact, it will probably
be the only thing youwl be remembered by.

Notes from

the News

CP DOCUMENT ON SALE—Under the title,
‘Appeal to the World, the NAACP last week pub-
ed. the document it had presented to the UN on
..wmam. cOnditions facing Negroes in the
.« U. 8. This important publication,
R which may be obtained for 50¢
from the NAACP, 20 West 40th
St., New York 18, is analyzed by
Albert Parker in the current is-
sue of Fourth International.
. * #* *
&G NST CONSCRIPTION — Mail received by
! Gurney, Ghairman of the Senate Armed
Commlttee is running 7 to 1 against Univer-
_ "l aty Training.
g EJ *® L 3
BARGAIN SALE—The War Assets Administration
“for sale 5,076 bronze battle stars in good con-
i‘ﬁoh ‘at'3'cents a throw. The medals had no takers,
ugh it was explained that the bronze stars
converted into costume jewelry for handbags

* & #

to send a mass delegation to Washington to
e the transfer of 500 ships contemplated under
darshall Plan. The union points out this would
25,000 American seamen on the beach.
CIVIL RIGHTS—CIO President Murray and Sec-
Treasurer Carey issued a call for a CIO Na-
onal Conference on Civil Rights to be held in Cleve-
eb. 19 and 20.

; * % %

RING OK—An NLRB trial examiner sol-
r tuled this week that even a lady, when walk-
cket-line may call a scab “a scab,” and even

" SHIPS—The CIO National Maritime Union .

“c?irty bastard” and a “s. o. b.” But the examiner
thought that it was “hardly edifying.”
* * *

PAULEY QUITS—Edwin W. Pauley, under fire
for his grain speculations, announced that he was
quitting as Special Assistant to Secretary of the Army
Royall “sometime this month.” He hotly insisted
that the stink about his market speculatxons had
nothing to do with his clearing out.

% ”* #*

LABOR PARTY—Emil Mazey, secretary-treasurer
of the auto union, turns thumbs down on Wallace in
the January issue of the Un:zied Automehile Worker.
“We must build an independent party of our own
composed of workers and working farmers if we hope
to get results in the political arena,” writes Mazey.
“Workers must not be misled by the third party rant-
ings of Wallace. His movement does not represent

- a genuine party of the workers, but is in fact, a third

capitalist party .
Fine words! They would be even more impressive
if your actions suited your words.
* * *

A NEW JEWISH LEADER—Alexander Bittleman,
one of the foundation members of the American Com-
munist Party, was arrested by the FBI at a Miami,
Florida, hotel on a deportation warrant. This is
obviously part of the government witch-hunt, as well
as its determination to crush the American agency of
the Kremlin. The Stalinists are so saturated with op-
portunism, they couldn’t fight this case on a straight
basis. Instead they are trying to palm off Bittleman
as a special spokesman of the Jewish people and pre-
tend that the FBI arrest was prompted by the present
conflict in Palestine. “Threatening Jewish Freedom,”
is the title of their big editorial on the Bittleman ar-
rest.

— b A
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RR Barons Greed
Kills Ten Kids

In Sled Tragedy

TOLEDO, Jan. 14 — Ten
children were murdered by the

greed of the railroad trust at
a crossing at- Archboki, a small
town about 40 milés from here, last

| week.

The children, from 3 local fami-
lies, were out, in a bob-sled pulled
by a neighbor. He had promised to
take them sleighing as 'soon as
there was enough snow on the
ground. The group had to cross
the railroad tracks to get to where
they were going. Approaching the
track, the driver stopped to let a
freight train go by. He then start-
ed to cross the track but did not
see a fast passenger train coming
at 80-90 miles an hour.

The speeding train struck the
sled and scattered the children's
boedies a mile down the right-of-
way.

There are thousands of death
traps like this all over the coun-
tryv. The railroad trust, which re-
cently received a 2 billion dollar
freight rate -increase, refuses to
spend money on elimination of
grade crossings. The government
cannot seem to find the money to
eliminate these killers of hundreds
every year.

The county coroner closed the
hearing on the deaths of 10 chil-
dren with the verdict that “there
was no undue negligence” by any-
one. However, it is clear that the
greed of the railroad barons and

the unconcern of the government |

stand guilty of murder of 10 kids
who never had a chance.

Army Purges
Sperry Unionists

LAKE SUCCESS, N. Y.—

Five workers have been ar-
bitrarily transferred out of their
departments in the Sperry Gyro-
scope plant here at the command
of the U. S. Army. These transfers
were carried out in complete viola-
tion of the union agreement. The
company simply informed officials
of CIO United Electrical Local 430
that the army had ordered the men
off their jobs on ‘the grounds that
they were “bad security risks.” The
army further threatened to with-
draw its contracts -if the company
failed to comply with the order.
Four of the five men involved are
prominent in the local as Stalzmst
stewards and officers.

Efforts of local union officials to
obtain assistance from the Stalin-
ist-dominated = leadership
District 4 have - thus far proved
fruitless.

Similar evasiveness was displayed
by President Fitzgerald at an en-
larged stewards meeting held av
Manhattan Center on Jan. 15. Fitz~
gerald found it difficult to recom-
mend a plan for union action be-
yond writing to Congressmen and

approaching local community lead-

ers for support.

Spicer Workers
Protest Speedup

TOLEDO—4,500 workers of

the  Spicer Manufacturing
Unit, Local 12, CIO United Auto-
mobile Workers, left their jobs
Tuesday, Jan. 13 in protest over
the disciplinary lay-off of a fellow
worker. )

A drill press operator was given
a 3-day suspension because he could
not operate his machine at the kill-
ing speed demanded by company
time study officials. The workers,
left their jobs after the company
refused the wunion’s request that
the man be put back to work.

The walkout was completely spon-
taneous. The general feeling among
the workers was that each one of
them would have reacted similarly
to the company’s attempt to speed
them up. “If this man is guilty of
anything, then were all guilty,”
was the way one worker put it, “so
we’ll take a 3-day penalty.”

The present conflict is the out-
growth of a deliberate corporation
campaign to reduce wages by de-
manding more work for the same
amount of money.

Following the action taken bhy
Spicer workers, 400 workers of. the
Swartzbaugh Co. lef{ their jobs be-
cause the chairman of their shop
committee had been given a 30-day
lay-off. These workers have been
out four days so far. They are de-
termined to resist the efforts of the

company to undermine their union.

of UE]|

Film Men

Sue Studws

About to fly to Washington where they pleaded not guilty to con-
tempt charges are (I. to r.) Edward Dmytryk, director of the movie

Crossfire, and film writers Alvah Bessie and Ring Lardner, Jr.

Lard-

ner and Dmytryk have filed multl million dellar breach of coniract
suits against their companies for having been fired because they
defied the House UnAmerican  Activities Committee.

Federated Pictures

n Move to Smash ITU Strlke

The National Labor Relations Board on ‘Jan. 16 petmoned

in the Federal Court at Indlananohs for' a-sweeping: natmn-

wide injunction against the*
AFL International Typograph-
ical Union and its four top of-

ficers.

This is the most drastic attack
on the ITU in the conspiracy of
the NLRB and the Big Business
publishers. It is a definite effort
to break the strike of ITU Local 16
members against all the Chicago
dailies, as well as walkouts in more
than a dozen other cities. It is.an
attempt to force the ITU to sign
open-shop contracts under the Taft-
Hartley Act.

Federal Judge Luther N, Swygert
promptly ordered the union to an-
swer the petition by Feb. 2, although
the official hearing was set for
Feb. 9 in Indianapolis.

The injunction would 1estra1n the
ITU from making any agreements
embodying the so-called “unfair la-
bor practices” charged in NLRB
complaints and now the subject of
NLRB hearings.

DRASTIC RESTRAINTS

It would restrain the ITU any-
where in the country from “engag-
ing in, ordering, calling, advocating
or counseling strikes, ‘slowdowns,’
or other disruptions of the opera-
tions of the employers, in further-

Housing Crisis Worse Than Ever

While Billions Are Spent for War

One of the most outrageous
features of Truman’s 40 billion
dollar war budget for 1949 is

his allocation of only 40 mil-
lion dollars for a long-range hous-
ing program.

Housing remains the most critical
social problem in America. The
country, according to the govern-
T« ment’s own estlmates is 12% mil-
lion units short of the necessary
adequate dwellings for minimum
decency and health.

Yet the atomis bomb project in
Truman’s budget is to get 17 times
as much money in 1949 as public
housing.

The latest Census Bureau figures
show the housing shortage is get-
ting worse, not better, since the end
of the war. In October 1945 there
were 1,200,000 families living doubled
up. Today, as Secretary of Com-
merce Harriman told the Senate
Banking and Currency subcommit-
tee on rent control, there are more
than 3,000,000 families doubled up.

Housing experts of the Truman
administration have repeatedly
stated this country needs 1,250,000
new dwelling units per year for the
next ten years to overcome the
housing crisis. Yet in 1946, the

number of new units completed was
437,000; in 1947, they numbered
876,000, In 1925—22 years ago—

new dwellings completed were 937,
000.

Such residential building as has
been completed is further contri-
buting to the scandalous housing
crisis because few workers and
veterans can afford to pay $8000 to
$10,000 for a home worth $4000 to
$5000 in 1940. They cannot afford
to pay $83 per room per month rent
on new and reconditioned apart-
ments,

JERRY-BUILT

Moreover, many of the hastily-
constructed, high-profit dwellings
erected in the past two years by

‘greedy contractors and real estate

firms are already falling apart. A
big scandal is brewing in connection

with the frauds perpetrated under

the Veterans Housing program.

Morris Verner, compliance direc-
tor for the Federal Housing Expedi-
ter, revealed last week that of the
approximately 1,000,000 houses built
under the priorities program that
expired a year ago, an estimated
200,000 failed to meet specifications
or were sold above ceiling prices.
Contractors and real estate sharks
rushed in to get materials prioriti\%s,
promising to meet certain specifica-
tions. Now the defects of these
jerry-built houses axe beginning to
show up.

Some 19,000 complaints are on
file, but only 30 cases have as ‘yet
been turned over for court action

because the housing authoritics
haven’t enough investigators to
check the complaints. In Sacra-

mento, a veteran’s son threw a ball
right through the wall of the house
inte a bedroom. In Baltiniore, a
builder cut a foot off each house
in a row and squeezed in one house
more than specifications.
Furthermore, the veterans hous-
ing program was to deliver 2,700,000
new permanent dwellings. in two
years, It completed only 1,500,000
—and many of those are defective.
The most serlous situation is in

rental housing. About 50% of those
in need of housing want to rent.
But only 20% of new housing in
1946 was rental; in the first half of
1947, only 16%.

The housing shortage, tremend-
ously aggravailed by the diversion of
labor and materials into military
production during the war, has
provided a bonanza for the land-
lords. They have been able to dou-
ble their profits since 1940.

Harriman, in his statement on
Jan. 17 before the Senate subcom-~
mittee, stated: “Net rents realized
from rented individually owned
residential and nonresidential prop-
erty rosc from $2,800,000,000 in 1941
to $4,600,000,000 in 1947,

| costs, such as taxes and mortgage-

He pointed out that the clamor |
of the landlords for more rent is
not justified on the basis of alleged
“higher expenses.” This .rise in
profits, he said, is “often overlook-
ed.”” A large percentage of proper-
ties are not under rent controls at
all. There are no vacancies. Serv-
ices have been cut. Tenants are be-

ing made to foot the expense of ||

redecorating and repairs. Fixed

interest rates, have not gone up.
The continuing and

carry out an adequate low-cost, low-
rental public housing program.

Hickman Victory Rally in Chicago

while the rich live in plenty.” Bar- |

CHICAGO, Jan. 18—Despite
sub-zero weather, 50 workers

attended a meeting tonight to
celebrate the freedom of James
Hickman and to protest racial se-
gregation. The meeting was spon-
sored by the recently-formed South
Side Branch of the Socialist Work-
ers Party. Speakers at the meet-
ing included Mrs. Anna Hickman,
wife of James Hickman; Michael
Bartell, Chicago SWP Organizer,
and Sam Taylor, financial secretary
of the South Side Branch. Pinkney
Hayes, organizer of the South Side
Branch, chaired the meeting.

Mrs. Hickman expressed her deep
appreciation for the “wonderful
work carried out by the Socialist
Workers Party in defense of M.
Hickman.” She praised Michael
Bartell and defense attorney M. J.
Myers for their outstanding role in
the fight for Mr. Hickman’s f{ree-
dom which was “a protest against
the conditions of the poor 'people

who suffer all kinds of injustice'

tell drew the lessons of the Hick-

man case and declared that “mil-
in the

licns of exploited people
United States live under sub- human

conditions” and that “it is surpris- |

ing that there are not more des-
perate outbursts like that of grief-
stricken Mr. Hickman.”

Members: of the Chicago Negro
Art Theatre presented scenes from
their latest play, which is based on
the Hickman case and entitled “A
House to Live In.” Despite the lack
of facilities, their performance
made a deep impression on the au-
dience.

Two workers applied for member-
ship in the SWP and a number of
others filled out interest cards.

The South Side Branch holds
regular meetings on  Thursday
nights at 8 pm at 4643 South Mich-
igan Boulevard Announcements of
open meetings will be carried regu-
larly in The Militant. South Side
Militant readers are invited to at-
tend.

an endless drain.

position.

funds.

came.

United States must withdraw or

lars.

ployed. They are willing to get

States funds.

25, 1947.)

| ‘, Operation Rathole in Greece

1

Last March when President Truman enunciated his doctrine in
relation to Greece and Turkey, I vigorously opposed it because I
felt that while it pretended to be humanitarian and to promote the
peace, it was actually militaristic and war-like, at variance with all
historiz peaceful traditions of the United States.
it would not settle anything in Greece but on the contrary would
aggravate the unhappy condition of the Greek people.
that the large amount of funds sent to Greece and Turkey would
be wasted, and that we would be starting what is now becoming
known as operation rathole—the pouring of American dollars down

All reliable reports since have verified the correctness of that

It is clear that conditions in Greece have become ag-

gravated, that the money Congress appropriated has been sguan-

dered, and that soon the administration will ask for huge additional

Not only have we broken with our American tradition by

- sending a military commission into Greece during a peacetime
period, but it has now been announced by the Truman adminis-
tration that the commission will be tripled in size.

Only this week end, an American radio commentator reporting
on his recent visit to Greece stated that the guerillas now occupied
more territory than they did last summer when the Americans first

He reported that Communist influence is spreading in
Greece. On the other hand, we are informed that the 300 million
dollars already appropriated is practically expended and that the

Many Americans have Wondered how a small band of 10,000
rebels could hold off a Greek Army ‘of more than 100 ,000—an army
on which the British had spent a half billion dollars and which
was costing the American taxpayers another quarter billion dol-
I.asked competent observers and was told a fact which I rarely
see in print—that the Greek Army of the present Royalist govern-
ment does not want to fight their brother Greeks.
the Greek Army consists of men who would otherwise be unem-

by the United States—but they are unwilling to shoot fellow Greeks
‘in behalf of the corrupt Royalists who are supported by United

(Speech of Rep. Bender of Ohio, Congressional Record, Nov.

I pointed out that

I predicted

appropriate more funds.

It appears that

Army pay—{inanced incidentally

increasing | |
housing shortage is the direct re-|}
sult of the government’s failure to| 3

ance of the acts and conduct :
joined in other sections of” ‘the - pe—
tition.” Moreover, the 1munctmn
would restrain the union i} -advance
“from taking or advocating any:like
or ‘related action” after the :NLRB

has rendered its decis on the
publishers’ charges a nsp the
union, B

About all this injunct n would

permit the union and .its. .officers
to do would be to breathe=-and th;
much of that.-

ITU President Woudruff R:m-
dolph said the NLRB “asks that the
ITU officers .be restrained from
everything publisher aides claim we
are doing that they do not: hke. The
NLRB is shown up for what it Jis
under the slave-labor Taft-ﬂartlev
Law, a Simon Legree. Clackmg the
whip for Big Business in the new§-
paper field, the, NLRB asks for an
injunction based on the imagina-
tion of those preparing the com-
plaint.”

The NLRB and its general coun-
sel, Robert Denham, have issued
six series of complaintg against the
ITU. At first the Board insisted
that spokesmen for the American
Newspaper Publishers Association—
800 newspapers with 90%. of -the
national circulation—did not:. have
to submit details of time, place,. etc.,
of alleged “unfair labor practices.”
ITU attorneys finally compelled the
Board to require specific facts from
the publishers.- ]

FOUND A STOOGE

Every hostile tactic against the
‘union is being. resorted to ,b,y‘ the
Board. When Randolph refused. to
submit union records revealing. ITU
strategy in fighting the Taft-Hart~
ley Act, the ‘Board found ‘& traltor

$$$$$$$$ $988

R R T
" Those two volumes unaer ne
arm of Herbert L. Miller i
Chief of Records mean pl IltYuj‘
They’re the breakdow:
new 40 billion dollar war b
submitted by Truman to:
gress.

Reese J. Hightield, secretary-tieas- -

urer of the Akron I'TU local, to tu
the material over to the- uni s
enemies. Highfield was later oyer=
whelmingly fepudiated by the Ak-
ron local. :

The Chicago strike was called
after five months of fruitless nego-’
tiations for wage ihcreases. -

specific wage offers unless thé union
agreed to sign a contract disavow-
ing its traditional closed shop pelicy.
Nothing in the Taft-Hartley Act
says a union must sign such a con-
tract.

Over 240 ITU locals have won
wage increases ranging from ' $7
to $15 a week without signing a:
Taft-Hartley type of open shop condi
tract. Most of inese shops are now,
operating under, “conditions. of em=:
ployment” posted by the; union.:
Other locals” Have “gentlemen’s,
agreements.” Five have signed 60--
day termination contracts. '
GLARING WEAKNESS Y

The ITU struggle has brought

V.:.

out, however, a glaring weakness),

of the unions in the printing in--
dustry—craft division. With the a .
of other unions, the struck news-:
papers are: continuing to operate.
partially th'mu h a typewriter-en-
i The head of the’
AFL Photo-Efgravers ' Union - in
Chicago, William V. Clemens,. has
gone so far as_to attack the ITU
and support tHe publishers’  1yi

charges of ITU “refusal t
contract.”

the whols labor movement t

e

‘ The. .
{ publishers refused to submit any

e T
e e .,
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