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America Intervenes in
uropean Conflict

HITLER DANCES TO ROOSEVELT'S TUNE. ORGY OF “PEACE”
TALK PREPARES NEW SLAUGHTER AND ATTACK ON U.S.S.R.!
MOBILIZE FOR DEFENSE OF THE WORKERS FATHERLAND!

The past week was marked by
a hectic development of the poli-
tical tension on the European con-
tinent aud by whirlwind American
intervention to allay it. The surpris-
ingly easy and rapid consolidation
ot the Nazi power in Germany——
while I'rance and the rest of the
entente had expected a prolonged
period of internal strife to keep
the German nationalists tied to
their strings—led to increasing
bolduess on the part of Hitler on
the foreign front and served as the
cause of something which is being
described by the universal press as
a "war hysteria comparable to that
of 1914

As long as the fate of Germany
was undecided, as 'long as it was
not certain that the proletariat of
that country would not rise against
the Fascist monster and institute
its own rule, the ruling classes of
France, England, ete., not only had
no objections to the Nazi Storm
Troops but regarded them as war-
riors in the defense of “civiliza-
tion.”

But the moment when it became
clear that class struggle in Ger-
many had for the time being, de-
cided by the passive submission of
the workers—betrayed by the social-
ists and kept divided by the Stal-
inist bureaucracy—the allied cap-
itulists immediately saw the
menace of German ‘‘rearmaments”
in these same Brown Shirt forma-
tions.

It had been the original intention
of the Versailles victors to solve
the German crisis by maintaining
their stranglehold on Germany on
a new plane—showing a Fascist
Germany to the forefront of war
for the extermination of Soviet
Russia, where it could make gains
only as an agent of all of the pow-
ers of Western Europe and only to
the degree to which they eonsented.
¢ivil war in Germany would have
left Hitler no other choice.

With the inexpensive triumph
over his internal enemy, the Nazi
chieftain naturally gained inspira-
tion to drive for a much better
bargain—for a place among the
equals in the family of robber cap-
italist nations. Now, if he is to
aftack Soviet Russia, he wants to
make sure that he will have the
force behind him to dictate his own
terms and to turn the balance in
favor of Nazi Germany in any case.
'fhe lack of proletarian resistance
within Germany itself facilitates his
devlish game of flirtation with the
U.8.8.R., which is a club in his
hands for the purpose of shaking
the positions of the Western pow-
ers.

Iitler’s excursions into Austria,
and growing Fascist strength there,
only served to further alarm his
Allied opponents, whose aim is, of
course, to hold on to that balance
of power which they have held so
ti~htly ever since Versailles. There-
in lay. the reasons for all the talk
about “sanctions and preventative
war” that so swiftly threw all of
Europe into a frenzy last week.

It was at this point that Wall
Street’s “New Deal” president in-
terefered. 'The heavy billions of
American  capital investments, of
war debts and private |contracts
which constitute the economic basis
of America’s world hegemony were
at stake. “Isolation” policy, which
under the pressure of financial and
economic intervention (Dawes Plan,
Young P’lan) had shrunk to the
size of a flimsy formality, was
definitely thrown overboard.

Retaining the traditional hypoc-
risy of imperialist U.S. “pacifism,”
President Roosevelt addressed him-
self to the nations of Kurope with
something that amounts to a po-
litical ultimatum. DMoney talked
and all the high and low politicians
of Europe listened. )

The Washington administration
had been careful beforehand. to
make clear that it would definitely
oppose all *“sanction” (the oeccupa-
tion of the Ruhr, etc.) but dropped
a gentle hint to Berlin to bide its
time. Roosevelt did, to be sure,
tell the Nazis that he would not
stand for German “rearmament.”
But at the same time, he just as
categzorically demanded French dis-
armament a8 a precondition for
holding Germany in check.

Hitler’s Reichstag Speech

The Roosevelt message was a
bitter pill for the Western powers
to swallow but they had no alter-
native. It takes finances to impose
“sanctions” and to insure against
possible consequences. Hitler’s
Reichstag speech, on the other
hand, while indicating a turn to a
slower tempo in the reestablish-
ment of armed equality with the
other powers, nevertheless showed
that this was to be done only by
bowing to Wall Street’s wishes and
not at all on the basis of French
or British pressure.

America was to be considered as
“guarantor of European peace,” as
a sort of super-arbiter. AlIl in all,
a handsome victory for United

States imperialism and another
strong twist of the American noose
around Europe’s neck.

1t is not strange that the capi-
talist press in this country has wel-
comed Hitler’s kowtowing to Wash-
ington. It is not strange that it
now goes into peons of praise for
Hitler, the pacifist. It is only some-
what ludicrous, part of the general
comedy of armed pacifism.

That France and England will
disarm—is hardly likely. That
Hitler will, therefore, continue
equippinz German military forces
up to France’'s level—gradually, to
be sure, and on the “MacDonald
plan”—is just as sure. The tension
has only been temporarily allayed.
The race of armaments will go on
as fiercely as before. The final
word will, however, rest with
Washingtion.,

Hitler and the Mussolini Pact

Significantly also, Hitler reitera-
ted his determination to stand by
the Four Power Pact of Mussolini.
The direction of this pact—against
the Soviet Union—has been made
clear before this. The danger of
war against the workers’ fatherland
is just as imminent as before. Only
the preponderance in this looming
attack against the fortress of the
world revolution remains to be
decided.

No amount of pacifist talk, no
amount of flirtation with the USSR
—by Hitler or by Roosevelt—can
cover up that danger. To gloat—as
the Stalinist Daily Worker does—
over the fact that Litvinoff’s de-
finiticn of “aggressor nation” has
been accepted by Geneva, can only
have one meaning: To support all

(Continued on Page 4)

Two Expelled by
Stalinists from

Y.C L

The- Young Communist League
three weeks ago expelled two more
of its members on the charge of
“Trotskyism.” Herman Gladstone,
member of the.Y. C. L. for two
years, and Perry Mayers, member
of the Y. C. L. for six months, were
the victims this time of Stalinist
“party democracy.”

Thé basis for both the expul-
sions was laid at a recent distriet
membership meeting held by the
Y. C. L. on the German situation
and the line of the Communist
party in Germany. C. A. Hathaway,
the district organizer of the party
expounded the united front policy
in true Stainist fashion.

At the conclusion of Hathaway’s
speech, one of the expelled members
got up on a point of order and asked
that there be a thorough discussion
among the members themselves, so
they would have an opportunity to
express their opinions and hear
those of the other rank and filers.
After a period of organized heckling
among the leaders, Hathaway got
up and pointed out that “the hour
was late and to continue the meet-
ing with an open discussion would
mean to remain overnight.” (Before
this Hathaway had spoken for 4

(Continued on Page 2)
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5,000 Wa“( Out
In Philadelphia
Dress Strike

Philadelphia, Pa. — On Tuesday,
May 9, the dressmakers rose in
rebellion against sweatshop condi-
tions and starvation pay in Phila-
delphia. That day 5,000 waist and
dressmakers, 95 percent of the
trade, went out on a general strike
call in their industry. Their work-
ing conditions, never good, had been
worsened in the past several years
that it could no longer be tolerated.
Wages of $8 to $15 and even lower
are now current. Regulations as
to hours, etc.,, which the state gov-
ernment had in past years been
forced to concede, were withdrawn.
Work had to be taken home. It
was a spirit of resentment against
such slave conditions which brought
on this upheaval.

The extent of the strike and its
depth, can be further judged by the
fact that for about half of those
out it is their first strike—a novel
experience. All categories—opera-
tors, cutters, finishers, etc., have
struck. This so successful walkout
was in response to two strike calls
that were issued, one by the In-
ternational Ladies Garment Work-
ers Union, the other by the United
Front Committee of Dress and
Waistmakers and the Needle Trades
Workers Industrial TUnion. The
part played by the Left wing
NTWIU is a sorry one. The re-
sponse was overwhelmingly to the
right wing ILGWU of Dubinsky
and Reisberg. But both unions were
taken by surprise at the turn-out
of the workers. So little did the
officialdom understand.

To the doubtful “credit’” of the
ILGWU must be added an effort
to prevent a walkout. At the gen-
eral strike meetings on Wednesday,
Pres. Dubinsky admitted that the
International’s office considered con-
ditions inauspiciousg for a struggle.
“We restrained, we cautioned . . .
but you wanted it.” The Left wing,
desirous of struggle but lacking
forces and a foot-hold among the
workers, was as a matter of course
unable to call a strike. They too
thought the ‘eall ill-timed—it was too
late in the season. At the time of the
walkout, the ILGWU had registered
1200 workers. Its leaders expected
only an additional 600 to come out.

This strike proves the general
Communist position, that strike

struggle can be successfully waged
now, despite a severe unemployment
sitnation. The strike has many

{Continued from l_’age 2)

A broad united front protest
movement of working class organi-
zations against the threatened de-
struction of Diego Rivera’s mural
paintings at Radio City by the
Rockefeller interests culminated
Wednesday in an open-air mass
meeting at Columbus Circle and in
mass picketing at Radio City and
later at the home of Rockefeller.
Throughout the whole protest cam
paign the active and often leading
role of the Left Opposition, with
which Rivera openly showed his
political sympathy, was evident.

At the first meeting of the pro-
visional united front committee, on
Friday, May 12, representatives of
the cultural and educational orga-
nizations of the Left Opposition, the

official party (John Reed Club,
Workers School, National Students

Heroic Sacrifices

Mark P. M. A.

Resistance to Operators' Onslaught

Pickets beaten, blinded and mur-
dered! Peaceful miners shot down
at their homes or on the strets!
Relief headquarters smashed! Wo-
men—wives and mothers of miners
beaten and jailed! Local union and
mass meetings broken up! All these
are regular features of the struggle
of the miners of Illinois to organ-
ize and funetion within a union of
their own ‘choice—the Progressive
Miners of America.

The list of murders and outrages
grows as Lewis gangsters, coal
company thugs, deputy sheriff
gorillas and National guardsmen
with machine gun, bayonet, bomb
and blackjack carry on the fight
of the IPeabody Coal Co. to force
starvation wages, slave conditions
and a gangster union on the miners
of Illinois.

The ecasuality lists of dead and
wounded as published regularly in
the Progressive Miner aré eloguent
proof of how the “King Kongs” of
Capitalism treat starving and
struggling workers in the era of
“new deal” and under the bene-
ficient reign of the grinning, demo-
cratic “dictator” in Washington.

An incomplete list of recent
casualties follows:

Murdered
Mrs. Emma Cummerlato—shot by

a sniper in her own doorway.
Joe Colbert—shot by gangsters in

his own home.

John Ward—shot on the streets of

West Frankfort.
Henry Arnold—shot in his home.
James Attis—shot at the home of

a friend.

Wounded by Bayonets

Mike Spada

Frank Breenan

Walter Werner

Wounded by Machine Gun
and Revolver

Charles Rudolph

Philip Masonovich

Raymond Tombozzi

Edward Thomas

Pete Borgone

William Denison

Clyde Perkins (shot four times)

Joe Poder )

And many others.

Shugged

Mrs. Rose Menzyk

Raymond Tombozzi (slugged, ar-
rested, whipped in jail and held
under water until unconscious.)

Mrs. Anna Damaret (fractured
skull.)

Mrs. Thomas Wakefield (severe
internal injuries.)

Leal Reese, attorney for P.M.A.

John Boetta

George Filkins, age 65 (face
hacked to ribbons, hand and col-
larbone broken by gangsters in his
own home—and scores of ethers.)

John Falber (struck in the face
by a tear gas bomb and lost the
sight of both eyes.)

Help Pull The
Militant T hru

Our appeal to solve the con-
tradiction between the political
advance of the League and the
financial situation of the MILI-
TANT have met with an excel-
lent response. Since last week’s
report the following returns have
been made by our comrades and
friends: Comrade Konikow in
Boston paid another note on the
Linotype machine; the Chicage
Militant Workers Club shot in
nine dolars; comrade Duell in
New Haven sent in one dollar;
cemrade Koehler in Youngstown,
five dollars; Dr. E., two dollars;
a friend in Los Angeles one dol-
lar; comrade Kaplan in New
York, three dollars; comrade

Vomvas of Pittsburgh, one and
a half dollars.

In addition the Chicago, New-
ark, Pittsburgh, Minnsapolis,
Toronto, Montreal and Boston
branches all sent in various con-
tributions. But best of all has
been the response of the Kansas
City and New York branches
which by their efforts have
steered the MILITANT through
the worst of the breakers. Final
figures of the exact resulis of
the respective efforts of these
two branches are not yet avail-
able. Next week we will give
a full and detailed report.

Clear water is ahead at last.
There remains one ‘meore line of
breakers. If we clear this we
can say that the response of our
entire movement has pulled the
MILITANT through the weorst
crisis it has ever faced. In that
case we will have taken a long
step forward on the road to the
solution of the oentradiction bhe-
tween the political advances of
the League and the finaneial
situation of the MILITANT.

Our belief is that the response
of the past three weeks will not
slacken but will continue.

Despite the execellent response
of the past week the MILITANT
appears late this week. That is
due to the financial situation
which set us back. If all our

ecomrades and friends will con-
tinue to make their response
prompt, next week’s MILITANT

—W. M.

can appear earlier.

League and League of Professional
Groups,) I.W.W,, Right Opposition,
C. P. L. A, socialist party and an-
archist groups were present.

The official party representatives
were in an embarrassing position.
On the one hand, the disgraceful
attitude of the John Reed Club
toward Rivera in accepting his ser-
vices and his donation, then slan-
dering him and promising to return
his money without doing so, was
well known, and reinforced by a
vicious attack on Rivera by Robert
Minor in the Daily Worker of May
11, which in effect said that it
served him right for working for'
capitalists. On the other hand,
many members had definitely stated
that they would split unless the
club took an official part in the
protest.

The Committee’s Resolution

Under these conditions, the John
Reed Club delegate insisted on
placing as the very first item on
the order of business, after the
names of those present had been
taken and a chairman elected, a
long resolution which in effect
condemned Rivera for a whole
series of past acts having nothing
to do with the question of the Radio
City murals around which the pro-
test action turned.

In view of this, the chairman,
Ben Shahn, of the group of painters
assisting Rivera in making the
murals, with two other members
of the committee, drafted a reso-
lution consisting of six points, which
were voted one by one, as a guiding
line for the conduct of the protest
against Rockefeller vandalism and
a demand for freedom in class ex-
pression in art. Point 4 of the
resolution stated that, while this
was not a fight for Rivera as a
person, the committee commended
his ‘courageous action in his con
troversy with the Rockefellers.
This was accepted by all the dele-
gates, including the John Reed Club.
Point 5 aroused a fight. It stated
that since the fight was directed
against Rockefeller, it should not
be weakened by recriminations as
to certain actions of Rivera or of
any of the participating organiza-
tions included in the united front
comm. This applied to the united
front action itself alone, obviously,
as was brought out in the discussion.
While. open to some objections as
as to looseness of phrasing it was
made clear that this did not bind
the right of any of the participants
to make whatever criticisms they

Orgamze Flght
Against Mass
victions
BULLETIN
As we go to press we learn
from the evening papers of the
savage assault made by the N. Y.
Pelice upom demonstrations in
New York at the Home Relief
Bureaus where unemployed work-
ers protested the slashing of
relief and the cessation of rent
p.:ymﬂms by the eity. The thugs
in uniform brutally slugged the

workers., Many were taken to
the hospital for treatment.

The working masses of New York
are getting their first dose of the
Roosevelt “New Deal.”” Tammany
Hall, “the friend of the people,” has
ordered the wholesale eviction of
the New York unemployed from
their homes. Working in coopera-
tion with their election backers,
the landlords and the bankers, the
McCooeys, the Currys, the O’Briens
and the rest of the honest men in
control of the City government
have cut off all payment of rents
for the unemployed. This is no
small matter. It cuts into the lives
of more than 1,000,000 unemployed,
their wives and ‘children. Tam-
many's brutal eviction order tells
the jobless masses of this city to
pack their belongings and to rent

a sleeping place for themselves on

the park benches, the subway or
a flop-house—if they can get into
one.

This is the fourth year of the
economic crisis. The masses have
watched the degradation of their
standards of life with little or no
resistance. So long as they were
able to *‘get by’ on the handouts
of the relief institutions they re-
mained dormant and passive. The
Communists warned that even these
pitiful doles would be retracted if
the workers did not fight for their
maintanance and for the granting
of the only half--way substantial
form of relief under capitalism—
unemployment insurance. These

warnings have now become a sinis--

ter fact. Relief has either been
reduced or eliminated in various
parts of the country. New York
is now falling in line with new
dole to be. dispensed to the Ameri-
can workers—the dole of starva-
tion and evictions.

The capitalist class is determined
to carry out its cynical hunger pro-
gram. Listen to what a capitalist
information agency, the Kiplinger
Washington letter has to say and

draw your own conclusions:
(Continued on Page 2)

Broad Un1ted Front to Prescrve Rivera Murals

pleased in their own press and
meetings, and that it referred ouly
to the past actions of Rivera and
of the participants in the united

front not to.those which took place
since the united front action began.
In other words, it was not a *‘non-
aggression pact,” but an attempt to
prevent the organs of the united
front committee from being used
for an attack on Rivera based on
allegations as to his activities in
Mexico, in; the Soviet Union, dn
Detroit and elsewhere, in the past.
The full right 'of driticism was
specifically stated in point 6 of the
resolution, which said that there
was no obligation on any partici-
pating organizations to abandon its
own point of view. The delegates

PRICE 5 CENTS

\Chicago Meet Unifies

Jobless Movement

NATIONAL FEDERATION FORMED. SOCIALISTS FORCED TO
INCLUDE ALL COMMUNIST TENDENCIES IN CONFERENCE,
LEFT WING CARRIES PROGRAM AFTER HARD STRUGGLE.

Chicago, Ill.—The .Chicago Un- were, in the main, divided into

employed Conference held at Lin-

coln Center on May 13, 14, 15, ended
by forming the National Federation
of Unemployed Workers Leagues of
America, with the national oftice
in Chicago, and the election of a
National Committee of 15.

Huge Representation
Three national organizations,

two others in the process of forming
national, state, sectional and city
organizations, represented 40 or-
ganizations with 826 branches, from
16 states and 25 cities with 96 dele-
cates from all parts of the United
States. The Workers’ Committees,
Workers Leagues and Unemployed
Councils were represented. The
Ohio Independence meeting, to be
called by the CPLA and the In-
dustrial Workers Unions, both in
the process of forming national un-
employed organizations, were also
represented.  Fraternal delegates
from political organizations were
also present, Al. Glotzer represent-
ing the Left Opposition.

Political tendencies from the ex-
tremq right to the extreme left at-
tended the conference which was
the high mark up to the present in
the united front of workers’ organi-
zations. The following political ten-
dencies were represented through
different unemployed organizations:

Republicans, Democrats, Agrarian
reformers, progressives, Borders'

group, socialists, Right wing so-
cialists, militant socialists, left wing

socialists, anarchigts, Industrial
Workers of the World, Musteites,
Stalinists, Lovestonites, Right-

centre Communists, ultra-Left com-
munists and the Left Opposition.
The different political tendencies

Move to Unify

Unemployed
in Ohio

Youngstown, Q.—All the organi-
zations in the Mahoning Valley
that claim to represent the inter-
ests of the working class will be
given the opportunity to prove how
seriously they recognize the need
of general working class unity in
the immediate future. At the sug-
gestion of a Left Oppositionist, the
Youngstown Fourth Ward Unem-
ployed League has appointed a
committee of three to meet with
similar committees from the Aus-
tintown Unemployed League, Fourth
Ward Unemployed Council and the
central branch of the Youngstown
Unemployed Council for the purpose
of drawing up a united front pro-
gram and issuing an appeal for
unity to all labor organizations in
the Mahoning Valley.

This is going to be a test pri-

{marily for two national movements

that are at present contending for
leadership of the local workers. I
refer to the Unemployed Council
movement inaugurated and to this
day dominated by the Communist
party, and the Unemployed Leagues
which have been built up by the
Conference for Progressive Labor
Action and which still generally
follow the CPLA leadership. Both
the CP and the CPLA do a lot of

(Continued on Page 3)
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Cannon Meetings

Are Big Factor in

Reviving Movement in Kansas City

Kansas City, Mo.—

Kansas City, with the tradition
of the “Workers’ World” and the
other left-wing struggles still en-
shrined in the hearts of its mili-
tant workers, witnessed a revival
in revolutionary activitigs, which
we hope, will prove to be the turn-
ing point, in the organizational
activities of the Left Opposition,
and lead it to greater heights.

In_spite of the Stalinist slanders
of the past few years, comrade Can-
non’s visit proved to be a huge
success. From his arrival on
Friday, May 5th, to his departure
Tuesday, May 16th, the revolution-
ary movement in Kansas City took
on a new lease of life.

His two lectures—‘“America’s

Road to Revolution” and “The
Tragedy of the German Proletariat”’
—which were given on May 12th
and 14th respectively, attracted
overflow crowds. The results of
the bankruptcy of the C.P. activi’
ties were very evident at these
meetings. After scorching attacks
on the Stalinist regime ‘comrade
Cannon not only invited but urged
the party members or sympathizers
present to defend their position—
not one arose to take issue. Silence

reigned!

The local branch of the Left
Opposition increased its membership
by almost half when four new com
rades were accepted into the group.
In addition to that the members
and sympathizers pledged $600—
$125 spot cash. In response to the
appeal of comrade Cannon for the
upkeep of the Militant and countin-
uance of work in the coal fields.
Also the group set a goal of 30 new
subs in the Militant drive, Com-
rade Caplan of the sub-drive, warns
all those in the race for the prize—
the three volumes of Comrade
Trotsky’s “History of the Russian
Revolution/>—that they mugst in-

crease their efforts or else he is
a sure winner!

Last but not least, a Young
Spartacus group, with a member-
ship of nine, was organized by
comrade Duff.

The K. C. Branch feels that the
Left Opposition should recognize
that the perserverance and patience
of comrades “Shorty” Buehler and
Kassen have borne fruit. It is they
who have received torrents of abuse
from the Stalinists since the for-
mation of the Left Opposition in
K. C., and, now that headway is
being made all credit to them!

—C. D.

two different positions at the con-
ference as Right wingers and Left
wingers, with the LW.W. delegates
jumping hack and forth. Struggles
within the two main tendencies
mavked the hizh points of the con-
ference and made it possible, thra
the ironing out of secondary dif-
ferences on immediate demands, to
conclnde the conference with unani-
mous ~decisions.  The amendments
to the reports of the committees
were either adopted or rejected and
then the report as umended was
adopted unanimously.

The greatest numerical weight of
the conference was held by the
socialist delegates, who were instru-
mental in ealling it. But the hope-
less split between their Right and
Left wings and the political bank-
ruptey of the main current of the
socialists made them a sorry figure
in the couference, which swamped
them in defeat and wrapped them
up in their own contradictions by
obtaining unanimous decisions on
the amended reports.

The Left Opposition’s Qbjectives

The delegates from the unem-
ployed  crganizations representing
our political views (Left Opposi-

tion,) went to the conference with

the following objectives:

1. To fight for the seating of all
unemployed organizations, especially
the Unemployed Councils, which the

Borders Committee had specified in.

the c¢all would not be seated.

2. To have the couterence adopt
the correct position on the united
front and establish it as a working
basis for the unemployed organiza-
tions.

3. That the perspective of the
conference be the establishment of
one national unemployed organiza-
tion.

4. To oppose any political, racial,
color or creed or discrimination in
the unemployed organizations.

These obJectnvs became  the
established principles by conference
decisicn because other delegates—
on the one hand, independent of
our and on the other hand, through
discussion with us—fought for the
same positions, thereby enabling the
united Left wing to caxry its pro-
gram.

our delegates, while concentrating
on the above issues were unable to
lead an ulequ.m- tight for the slo-
gan of the six-hour day, five-day
week, with increased pay, which in
the main was lost in the resolutions
committee.

Several draft programs from
different organizations, including a
statement of the ILeft Opposition
were passed out to the delegates,
Our statement will appear in a com-
ing ixsue,

The Floor Struggles

The first difference of opinion in
the conference came when the cre-
dential committee reported, leaving
out the credentials of the Unem-
ployed Councils. Delegate Oehler
moved anamendment to the report
of the c¢redential committee asking
for the seating of the Unemploy-
ment  Council delegates and the
fraternal delegates from political
crgaunizations that were also left
out. Delegate Waters, of the Work-
ers Leagues, amended this by speci-
tying the number of votes they
could have. This was agreed to by
the representatives of the Unem-
ployed Councils to enable the Left
wing of the conference to concen-
trate on one instead of two amend-
ments. The amendment to seat the
delegates  from the Unemployed
Councils and fraternal delegates
carried by a vote of twenty-nine
and a half to twenty-five and a half,
thereby establishing at the start the
principle of no exclsions from the
united front. Without the support
of the Workers Leagues, the Love-
stoneites and the Left Opposition,
the Stalinists would not have been
seated.

The second important struggle
revolved around the question of
what kind of an organization this
conference would establish. Some
delegates, led by the Workers
Leagues, desired a national organi-
zation. Others wanted a continua-
tion of the original Federation and
the delegates from the Unemployed
Councils merely wanted a continu-
ation committee and united front
local and sectional committees, The
Musteites, who are calling the July
4th conference, supported the posi-
tion of the Unemployed Councils.

The report of the constitution
committee was rejected, the com-
mittee
elected with Dennis Batt from the
Detroit Citizen League as Chair-
man. They brought in a report
favoring a National Federation with
city, county and state federations.
A IReverend delegate from the
Workers Committee amended; the
report of the committee and advo-
cated a national federation of or-
ganizations which give the local
units the right to enter or stay out
of the federation. The committee
and many delegates pointed out

(Continued on Page 3)

dismissed and a new one.
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LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

Opposition and Unem-!
ployed in Los Angeles |

Les Angeles—Part of the mach-
inery set 1nto motion-by the United
Frout anti-kascist letter of the C. L.
was an anti-Hitler united front
conterence in Los Angeles on Ap-
ril 28.

This coufercnce was not called
by the Communist party but by a
unpited frout provisiounal orgauiza-
ticn of German groups.

I'roof that the “united front from
below under vevolutionary leader-
ship” has gone the way of the
othird period” and the “struggle
tor the streets” was had by ihe
fuct that ueigher the Comnbiunist
party nor the Young Commuuist
League were represeuted officially.

We presume, their assuimption
was that their presence there
would * frighten from the -broad
united front” the three braunches
of the 1 L D, the 1WO, the FSU,

'lhe or"dm/atwn has dcmanded
$50,000 monthly from the city. This
moxnmgb newspapers  state  that
Mayor Porter hus appropriated
$20,000. The cause for this “lib-
crality” is a dual one, a combina-
tion of pre-election political activ-
ity, and the forestalling of our
movement by a political concession.

The movement has also gone on
record for the freedom of Mooney,
has_ elected a delegate by proxy
to the IFree \Iooncy Congress in
Chicago.

Some time ago, when the U. C.
R. A. placed an evicted family’s
furniture back into the home, the
man, Tibbs, was arrested. After
ja nine day trial, costing the au-
thorities at least $1,000, the verdict
was ‘‘not guilty.,” This was a vic-
tory for the unemployed.

The unemployed are turning on
their  disconnected gas, light and
water in the tens of thousands.
A number of half-hearted arrests
:mve taken place on this account,
00.

the friends of the Polish Plitical
Prisoners, the LsU, the Icor, and
the Unemployed Council as well ad|
two or three German speaking or-
ganizations: Workingmen's Beunefit,
Maennerchor, etc. And by no means
shall we forget the Cremation So-
ciety who were present, too.

The only Cominunist organization
openly partieipating was the Left
Opposition.

A delegate of the Left Opposmon
was placed on the resolutions com-
mittee. In this committee he pro-
posed three resoluiions, in addition
to the two already propused. One
of the reeolutious, on the struggle
against DNascism, atood for &
united front with all labor organi-
zations against the kuscist attacks,
particularly with the socialist party.
The socialist party was coudemned
for refusing to participate in this
conference.

Other resolutions, on anti-Semi-
tism pointed out that the struggle
against Fascism and anti-Semitism
by the Jews could only be waged
by the lower social strata allying
themselves with the proletariat,
and demonstrated that only & new
social order could abolish religious
and racial prejudices.

The third resolution on the De-
fense of the Soviet Union showed
that Mitler represented the spear-
head of the attacks on Russia, and
the labor movement particularly in
the countries intervening between
Russia and Germany must join the
anti-Fascist bloc. (The party voted
against the resolutions of the L. O.)

The party seems determined to
#0 make of the anti-Hitler struggle
an affair of fraternal German and
Jewish groups instead of a labor
affair. The local branch of the
Opposition took a determined po-
sition against this. The consensus
of opinion of revolutionaries here
is that Stalinism is ready for a
nice sanitary disposal.

Call the Cremation Society!

Activity of the Left Opposition

The comrades in the Los Angeles
branch of the League are very ac-
tive in the class struggle particu-
larly in the mass unemployment
movement, the Uwnemployed Co-

operative Relief Association in
which they are very influential.
The organization is slowly pro-

gressing,. We are developing a
group of erstwhile scissor Dbills into
class conscious battiers, although
in this as well as in other activities
we suffer acutcely from lack of
forces.

Friday, April 27, a member of the
or gammtmn was placed on the
streets” The unemployed deter-
mined to make a demonstration in
‘the form of a continual meeting 24
“hours daily at a pitched tent before

the workers fdrmer home. This
‘tactic had won shelter for the
family before.

In the small hours of the night,
when the membens keeping vigil
had dwindled to 385 warming

themselves  before bonfires, the
police and “red squad” swooped
down and brutally beat the un-

'mployed. 1t was not that horror
of  horrors, a “red”, that was
clubbed but one of themselves. The
ancinployed are aroused.

So the lessoms of the class
struggle, of private property, of the
role of the state are being beaten
home. We are busy drawing con-
‘lusions, organizing the instinctive
rebellion into revolutionary Marxist
puths,

—C. CURTISS® .

Organization Notes

New York City—

The affairs held recently by the
New York Branch of the Commu-
nist League of America (Opposi-
tion) have helped greatly to
alleviate the financial situation of
the Militant, as well as to take
care of other financial obligations.
A movie showing on “Germany in
1923 and the Congresses of the
Comintern”  brought §30.00.  The
first showing of the movie of the
Russian Revolution at the Labor
Temple netted an excellent return.
The gala affair at Town Hall, held
through the medium of the Inter-
national Workers School, at which
Diego Rivera gave his chalk-talk
on the controversy over his murals
at Rockefeller Center, brought in
a2 handsome profit, which will re-
licve the pressure con51derab1y

Now, a second showmg “of the
movie on the Russian Revolution
will be held at the Labor Temple
cn Safurday, May 27, and a third
showing  will very likely be ar-
ranged.

The branch has about completed
its quota of $75.00 for the Left
Opposition in Germany.

in a few weeks the first picnic
of the scason will be given under
{he auspices of the Branch. Other
affuirs are being planned.

THE MILITANT

Philadelphia

(Coutinued from Page 1)

more lessons and warnings. One
is very important—it proves abso-
lutely the correctness of the trade
union policy of the Communist
League. The strike marks a victory
ofr the Right wing union; a defeat
for the false Stalinist policies
which dominated politically and
organizationally the Left wing
union. How and why?

The strike eall was issued after
months and months of negotiations
between the ILGWU manager Reis-
berg and the clothing bosses; after
months of “restraining.” A general
call for *union conditlons” took
the place of definite demands. The
NTWIU, weakened by years of a
sectarian “third period” policy, was
ienorant of the strike date. It just
managed to limp along with an
issnance of its prepared, and date-
less strike leafiet, calling for a
strike at the same time. Two big
halls, the socialist Labor Institute
and the Grand Fraternity, were
rented by the ILGWU. The thous-
ands of workers who responded to
the strike call packed them. The
Garrick: Hall on HKighth Street
rented by the Industrial Union,
was desolate. Scores, instead of

thousands.
Here is the latest fruit of in-
correct policy. The shibboleth

“United Front Committee” tacked
on to the signature of the NTWIU
could . not replace an isolationist
strategy of years. The very mech-
anics of the struggle forced militant
NTW and CI” members into work
with the masses from the shops—
into the Right wing union. Many
times the Left Opposition comrades,
in the strike halls and on the line,
heard the woeful story: “It’s not
my fault, they all went to the In-
ternational.”” Shops Dbrought down
by the Industrial Union voted in
the Left wing hall to go to the
ILGW. Not even in such a situa-
tion could the NTW union officers

throw overboard their precious
“line.” As long as possible they

they cxpected a miracle, they clung
to instructing comrades to go,
though alone, to the Left wing hall.
But of course it couldn’t last long.
It is uo longer possible to ignore
the hundreds of dressmakers in
Reisberg’s union.

After it saw the response and its
own weakness, the NTW issued a
call “for onc strike”—*"one united
strike.” Not yet one union but one
strike! To this end it elected a
committee of 50 to negotiate with
the ILGW before the eyes of the
strikers. The Dubinsky-Reisberg-
Rubin clique refused to give the
committees so much as a hearing
or even to take a note of the strike
meetings. Thig is how the fakers
respondad to an offer by recognized
mulitants for unity and aid in a
strike struggle. The fact that in
several big shops the employers
obliged the ILG by shutting off the
power to aid the ILG walk-out also
is not accidental.

Does this mean that industrial
unionism and class struggle policy
is dead?
does mean that Stalinism on the
trade union field (they were sup-
posed to be our teachers in prac-
tical work) has here succeeded in
dispersing a heritage of militancy,
in dividing Left and Right workers,
and in discrediting the Left wing,
not to speak of the Communist
movement. The Left wing can and

it will be resurrected. But again,
only on the basis of a correct policy.
Now the comrades must recover

Most certainly not. It

Dress Strike

from the shock, take stock of forces

and policy and leadership, and so
be prepared to go forward.

Boston Also On Strike

After we received the article
from Philadelphia printed be-
low, we also heuard from Boston
comrades that a dress strike
had been declared there on
May 16. As in Philadelphia,
so in Boston too, the Interna-
tional Ladies Garment Workers
Union has taken the lead; the

turnout shows a very good
response and the Industrial

Union (under Stalinist leader-
ship) is all the more surpris-
ing, since it is known that the
NTWIU only recently held a
“Plenum” in New York which
was supposed to deal with
fundamental problems. An ac-
count of proceedings at this
“plenum” and an analysis of
the present strike movement
and the various forces partici-
pating will appear in a forth-
coming issue of the Militant,
I VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVEV VYV ]

The policy to be adopted must
be on the recognition that the
dressmakers are now in the ILGWU
a union, whose bureaucrats, as
the NTW correctly maintains, are
not to be trusted. The demand for
one united strike is good. It does
not go far enough. What now,
that it has Wbeen rejected? The
Left wing must demand ONE
UNION. One union in the industry!
We must insist on entry of the
Ncedle Trades Union as a bloc into
the International; without discrim-
ination and without loss of privil-
eges. This demand, which frankly
recognizes the superior strength of
the Rights, cannot be refused by
the fakers. It will undermine com-
pletely their splitting tacties. Let
the Reisbergys dare refuse—ways
will be found of entering. Shall
we cnfer to “expose” the fakers?
The building of a militant union on
the policies of the class struggle
is what brings the union members
into conflict with class collabora-
tion officials. That aim, correctly
pursued, will in itself serve to ex-
po=e them.

Can the left wing develop and
function within the ILG? What a
question! 'The class struggle itself
makes such an alignment inevitable.
The NTW will, because of its mili-
tant past and its foresight and cour-
age, act as a leaven. Already, with
the strike not yet completely
settled, voices of protest are raised.
Reisberg’s dues agreement will not
satisty the dressmakers, nor fill
their tables.

Piece-work and home bundles,
some of the sorest spots, are ignored
in the settlement. In many shops
workers are asking: “What did we
get? Our piece work rates are
not increased; last Saturday we
worked till six o'clock. Is this
our union?’ The terms of the set-
tlement in the hands of the class
collaborationists will prove a sell-
out. A 10 percent raise in wages
for the lowest paid, means, after
35 cents dues are paid, a 25 cent
raise per week for a dress worker
getting $8 per week. A 40 hour
week is promised after Jan. 1, 1934.
At present, 44 hours. In actuality,
even at this early stage the dress
bosses laugh at it.

The fakers have had a free rein
too long. Will the party comrades
and its Left wing militants recog-
nize it—will they adopt the real-
istic Leninist tatcics of the ILeft
Opposition? Only in this manner
can the defeat be avenged and a
victorjpus struggle assured for the
future. ILEON GOODMAN

Crowd Attends
Affair  of
Int'l Workers' School

Before an enthusiastic audience
of over 1300 at the Town Hall, in
New York City, at an entertainment
program given Saturday evening,
May 13, under the auspices of the
Intenmtlondl Workers School, Diego
Rivera proclaimed his admiration
and respect for Leon Trotsky as a
revolufionary leader and as a
military genius who is needed, now
more than ever, for the defense of
the Soviet Uuion.

The program included Maria
Theresa, of the old Isadora Duncan
group, and Maria Winetzkaja, so-
prano, as well as a chalk falk by
comrade Rivera on his Radio City
mural paintings.

Introduced by comrade B. J. Field,
who also acted as translator, com-
rade Rivera declared that the art
of the proletariat, representing a
class which is historically on the
upswing, was nccessarily superior
in vitality and artistic valuc to the
art of the bourgeoisie.

Ile illustrated his talk by drawing
in colored chalks, finst, the plan
of Radio City as a whole, then the
structuiral lines of his main panel
finally the prineipal features of the
painting, including the portrait of
Lenin which was the immediakte
occasion for the Rockefeller attack.

The affair was not only financially
suceessful, but added politically to
the prestige of the Left Opposition.

—B. J. T

Big

SUCCQSSFUI

Two Expelled from YClL

(Continued from Page 1)
Trours. 2 hours on the banking crisis,
1 hour on the role of “Trotskyists”
in general and the rest of his speech
he devoted to the German Situa-
tion.) The meefing, one could see,
was carefully planned in advance.

Herman, district organizer of the
YCL, informed one of our comrades,
in reply to their inguiry, that there
will not be any- discussion at this
meeting.” Lerner, a section orga-
nizer, theratened one of the com-
rades in the hall, two minutes be-
fore the meeting started: “You get
up and ASK for a discussion and
vowll get carried out of here,” and
*1 pity you when we get you out-
side.”

fication,
sion. Hathaway, however, did sce
the necessity for a question period.
So there was a question period in
which the members were told to

The comrades objected to such un-
Communist tactics and Hathaway
thundered that “all YCLers with
Trotskyist ideas must be driven
from the league.”

At -their units the expelled mem-
bers hardly were given the chance

The Stalinist policies which left!
the workers in the reformist unions!
to the-unrestrained mercy of the

reformists are dismally bankrupt.

to defend themselves, interruptions

taking place whenever they would

attempt to speak.
—GLADSTONE

SATURVAY,

(Continued from Page 1)

“Organized labor now Iras the
chance of a generation to fix wages
into the general scheme of produc-
tion costs and to promote collective
bargaining. Labor leaders do not
seem to sce it, however. You as
employers seem safe in assuming
continuing stupidity of labor.”

This cynical but clear-sighted
statement applies with equal force
to the movement of the unemployed.
But the failure to organize power-
ful unemployed organizations falls
squarely upon the sectarian policy
of the Stalinists which resulted in
"the division of the employed and
unemployed.  Yet, great opportuni-
ties still stand before the movement
today. With hundreds of thousands
of jobless about to be forcefully
thrown out of their lodgings, with
relicf checks drastically slashed by
the city, great masses of the jobless
ean be set into motion to frustrate
the starvation orders of Tammany
{Iall. The TUnemployed Councils
of Greater New York have called
upon all workers, for all are di-
vectly or indirectly affected, irre-
spective of color, nationality or
pulitical creed to come in huge
numbers to a city-wide demonstra-
iion against the attacks of the
pankers and landlords—to raise
their voices and their fists against
the mass evictions and the reduction
of relief.

The Left Opposition stands solidly
behind this movement and calls
upon all workers to lend their
fighting support to stay the hand
of the Tammany evictor. All out on
Thursday, May 2oth!

N. Y. Cenference Against Evictions
and Relief Cuts

On May 18, in answer to a calt
of the TUnemployed Coucils of
greater New York, a provisional
conference took place to organize
the struggle against evictions, re-
lief cuts and to prepare a larger
united front which is to take place
on June 4th,

Represented at this conference
were the Communist Party, the
T.U.U.L., the Unemployed Councils,
the TWO, the CI’LA, the Associa-
tion of the Unemployed (controlled
by the Lovestonecites,) the ITWW,
and the N. Y. Barnch of the Left
Opposition which, although unin-
vited, sent three delegates, com-
rades Milton, Lewitt and Clarke.

The conference began by an at-
tempt of the Stalinists to exclude
the Left Opposition from the pro-
visional gathering through a mo-
tion Ly Benjamin to exclude all
organizations not invited in the
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Fight Against Evictions |

would have the right to participate
in the broader conference (where
they could be swamped by the host
of local party auxiliaries.) By this
procedure, the I. W. W., also not
included in the original ecall, would
be barred from the preliminary
deliberations. The protest of (‘ohen
of the CPLA and Sizemore of the
IWiW  succeeded in forcing  the
Stalinists to retract and passed the
motion of Lewitt to seat all city-
wide organizations present,

Next came the choice morsel of
the meeting, it we may call it that.
The Lovestonite from the Associa-
tion of the Unemployed, Rubenstein,
took the floor to make the most
reactionary proposal yet heard
from the Right wing camp. He
demynded that the conference be
restricted to unemployed organiza-
tions only. (This would mecan that
the only organizations eligible
would be the Unemployed Councils
and the Association of Unemployed,
the S.I'. unemployed organization
having sabotaged the conference.)
Rubenstein further stated that his
organization was unanimously op-
posed to the participation of any
political groups(!) This Right
wing proposal, which one would
expect from an A. F. L. Red baiter,
could only succeed in ousting all
trade union bodies which have a
huge unemployed membership, (div-
iding the employed from the job-
less) and all political bodies which
are directly interested in the relief
question as a political struggle.
Rubenstein’s attempt to take refuge
behind the backwardness of t he
members of the Associatien of
Unemployed was futile as he
directly implicated the Lovestone
group by saying that this stand
represented the unanimous opinion
of his organization. The conference
opposed this proposal as a man.
Rubenstein withdrew from the con-
ference, adding insult to injury and
splitting the conference.

The conference then discussed
and accepted a draft call for action
and for the June 4th conference.
It elected an Ex. Comm. from which
they succeeded in barring the Left
Opposition. As its part in this
struggle the Left Opposition had
pledged all its forces, the use of
its headquarters for information and
congregation to the jobless in the
fight against evictions and relief
cuts. —GEO. CLARKE

Kameneve Capitulates Again

From the -capitalist press we
learn of Leon Kamenev's new,
“abjecet” capitulation. If this is
true, Kamenev merely preferred
political extinction to physical ex-

This was the meeting for clari—i
and this was the discus-,

hand in their questions on paper.

EXTRAORDINARY

Trotsky to Prinkipo.

On the RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

Firstthand and authentic film of every event in Russia
from 1908 through the death of Lenin and exile of
Films taken by over 100 camera
men working under the various governments.
STRICTLY LIMITED and PRIVATE

| No tickets obtainable at the door

call for the conference. They, the termination. A miserable alterna-
Stalinists  benevolently  granted, five, true, but a miserable choice.
I BY REQUEST — A SECOND SHOWING OF THE

MOVING PICTURE

SHOWING

242 East 14th St., N. Y. C.

LABOR TEMPLE, Sat., May 27, 1933, at 8 p. m.

Subscripﬁon 35¢.

Auspices: Film Club, N. Y.

Branch Communist League of.

America (Opposition)

MAIN RESOLUTION OUTLINES BROAD PROGRAM OF ACTION IN FIGHT TO FREE TOM MOONEY

| Calls for “Council of Representatives of Various

Adopted at the “Free Tom Mooney Congress”
Held in Chicago,

The Free Tom Mooney Congress,
asembled at Chicago, April 30 to
May 2, 1933, to decide on ways and
means to obtain the liberty of that
militant champion of the workers’
rights, Tom Mooncy, 32 years a
member in good standing of the In-
ternational Molders Union, No. 164,
and to combat the increasing wave
of similar persccution of workers,
farmers, and the oppressed Negro
masses, adopts the following dec-
laration :

The brazen frame-up and condem-
nation of Tom Mooney to death, and
later to life imprisonment, and of
Warren Billings to life imprison-
ment in California in 1916, was
nominally for a crime with which
they had no connection; and this
frame-up had to do wholly with
the fierce economic struggles be-
tween capital and labor.

Framed up by private corpora-
tion detectives solely because of
fearless leadership in the struggle
for the improvement of the stan-
dards of living for the workers,
the continued imprisonment of
Mooney and Billings for seventeen
years is an insult, a challenge—a
declaration of ruthless class war
against the workers of this country.

In the course of his long martyr-
dom, courageously endured in San
Quentin Prison, Tom Mooney has
become the foremost living symbol
of the American working class. As
such, he is hated by all of the
enemies of labor; and, as such, we
fight for him, determined at all
costs, in the interests of the work
ing class, to secure his liberation.

The imprisonment of Tom Mooney
has become the keystone of a whole
arch of c¢riminal frame-ups, ruthless
attacks and denials of the rights
of workers, farmers, and the op-
pressed Negro masses. In the midst
of the present ecconomic ecrisis,
which brings hunger and starvation
to millions of American workers,

April 30-May 2

the ruling powers of California is
continuned by those sinister forces
as part of the tactics of the Ameri-
can capitalist class to throw the

whole nrden of the depression upon
the workers and farmers in lowered
standerds of living and denial of
relief and to enforce the acceptance
of this through a ruthless reign of
terror.

These persecutions are connected
with violent breaking of strikes, the
cutting of wages, the fall of the
membership of the trade unions
from our millions. in 1920 to two
millions in 1932, a fall of total
payroils to 33 percent of what it
was in 1929, the suffering of millions
loft to starve without social insur-
ance, with  women and children
dying of hunger in the cities, with
‘tens of thousands of farmers dis-
possessed of their land and driven

tion of Mooney and other victims;
of capitalist class justice becomes
more than ever an international
cause in which the workers of all
countries of the world must be en-
listed to fight.

In this situation, the world-wide
demand for the liberation of
labor’'s martyr, Tom Mooney, is
taking on gigantic proportions.

The power of labor to release its
imprisoned martyrs is increased in
proportion to the successful strikes
which are now beginning to dem-
onstrate that the working class will
net tolerate the lowering of the
standard of living to a starvation
level. The power of the laboring
masses successfully to demand the
liberation of Mooney is greatly in-
creased at a time when hundreds
of thousands of American workers
in hunger marches are a living
proof that the American people of
all exploited classes have reached
a turning point at which they in-
tend to resist aggression.

The joining of white and Negro
workers together in defense against

to the cities to join the unemployed
in fruitless search for work or
framed up and tried before mllltaryl
courts.

Just at the frame-up and impri-
sonment of Tom Mooney was con-
nected with the preparations for

world war, s0 now the continued
imprigonment of Mooney, and other
victims of capitalist class justice,
with the increasing sharp attacks
upon all rights of the workers, are
connected with the militarization of
the jobless workers in forced labor
camps on wages standardized at $1
per dgy while thousands of millions
of dollars squeezed from small tax-
payers are diverted to the treasu-
ries of private bankers, and the
gpending of hundreds of millions of
millions in the preparation of a
second ‘imperiaist war by the capi-
talist nations and aganst the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics.
Just as Mooney was first saved
from the gallows by international
aetion and solidarity of labor on
the part of the Russian workers,

the imprisonment of Tom Mooney by

just so the struggle for the libera-

the cutry of this country into thej

their common misery brings a vast
"increase in the strength of labor to

compel the release of vietims of

class and race persecution. The or-
ganization and struggle of Negro
share-croppers and farmers in the
South, no less than the joining of
great masses of white and Negro
workerls together. in struggles
against unemployment in the cities,
testifies to a growing solidarity
which makes now for a greater
strength in the struggle for the
rights of the exploited. The join-
ing of the two mighty currents of
protest and demand for the free-
dom ¢f Tom Mooney and for the
frecdem of the nine Negro %boys
framed up at Scottsboro, is the
historic mark of the developing
strength of the exploited masses
against oppression.

Brother Tom Mooney for 17 years
the symbol of working class martyr-
dom, must now become the living
symbol of the unity of the working
class.

The need of unity is a life and
death equestion of the American
workers today.

Disunity in the Past

In 1916 the frame-up of Mooney
was not answered by a united front
of the workers. The labor movement

remained divided and the corrupt
use of the name of “Organized La-
who conspired to hang this labor
organizer.

The frame-up and sentence to
death or imprisonment of Tom
Mconey and Warren Billings would
not have been possible if labor had
been united for their defense.

Their 17 years of imprisonment
would not have been possible if at
any time the whole of labor had
been united in one firm demand for
their release.

For such disunily the trade
unions and the working class have
paid and are paying a terrible price.

The legal murder of the innocent
Sacco and Vanzetti was a part of
the price of disunity of the work-
ers. It could not have occurred if,
prior to that time, the unity of the

workers in defense of Tom Mooneyi

had been established. Countless
other acts of savage violence, frame
up, smashing picket lines, attacks
on unemployed gatherings, such
acts of violence as have become
epidemic since the World War,
were made-casier for the reaction-
ary forces because the workers had

Motions Presented by Left Opposition at Chicago

1. This congress is conceived not shall be concentrated on the Mooney

as the culmination but rather as
the starting point of a new move-
ment to rally a powerful united
front of the working class in
the struggle for the liberation of
Mooney and Billings.

2. The next steps along this line
shall be a series of local and dis-
trict united front conferences which
have the aim of broadening the
movement in setting ever-wider
masses of the working class into
motion, drawing in new forces not
yet in the united front and cem-
enting the solidarity of those
already participating.

3. . This work shall lead in the
next stage of the struggle to a

Case.
-4, All the agitation and activity

in the next period shall be con-
nected with the perspective of a
second National Mooney Congress
with a goal of at least 10,000 dele-
gates.

5. The policy for all this work
shall govern the activity of the
leading committee on a national
scale and all the local organizations
is the policy of the united front of
workers’ organizations. Only in this
way is it possible to wunite the
masses of workers of varying po-
litical opinions and tendencies into
a single fighting unity in the in-
terests of Tom Mooney and the

national and international Mooney
Day, at which the attention of the
working class of the entire world |

cause which he symbolizes. The
failyre of the leaders of some
working class organizations to par--

ticipate in the movement up to
now, and their persistent attempts
to sabotage the struggle, must not
in any case lead to an abandonment
of the united front policy with re-
spect to their organizations. On
the contrary, the leading organs of
the Mooney movements must make
it clear at every turn that all ar-
ganizations and their leaders are
invited to participate in the move-
ment and that the door is left open
to them even if they have pre-
viously refused. Only in this way
will it be possible to really rally
the masses of workers within the
various organizations and give them
proper ground upon which to fight
every attempt of the leadership to
sabotage unity.

(Introduced by James P. Cannon
for the delegation of the Communist

not successfully been united to re-

frame-up of Mooney in 1916.
Through this breach of unity has

Uowed a’torrent of tyranny in the
form of injunctions and deprivatio
of legal rights.

A Call for Unity

This Congress calls upon trade

unions and all workers’ organiza-
tions, on the exploited farmers, and
on all intellectuals and professional
people to form an agreement of co-
operation for those objects on
which it is possible. to obtain
united action for the release of Tom
! Mooney and checking the persecu-
tions of the working class.
i Difficulties stand in the way of
securing united action which arise
out of divisions in the ranks of
the working class. Yet, at the pres-
ent time, regardless of these differ-
ences, the needs of the working
elass call imperatively for united
action to halt the encroachments
on the rights and interests of the
workers.

Therefore, even while sharp dif-
ferences will continue to exist on
many questions, between the vari-
ous workers’ organizations, it is
necessary to bring about concerted
action of all workers and of their
organizations for certain immediate
objectives equally urgent for all
workers and workers’ bodies.

We proclaim the first of these to
he united action of all for the free-
dom of Tom Mooney and Warren
K. Billings.

In order that such unity of action
be made possible under present
difficult circumstances of division
between workers’ organizations, it
is the opinion of this Congress that
to obtanin such united action, those
oragnizations which enter into such
a united front shall refrain from
attacks on other participating or-
ganizations on the issues and pro-
bor” has at times served as an

gist this attack expressed in the:

League of America (Left Opp). )

instrument in the hands of those

‘ Organizations with Different Views”

posals of the united front during
the period of common action and

while such organizations are loyally
carrying out this agreement. Dif-
ferences of opinion on policies and
tactics, of course, can and must be
discussed in the course of working
out the proposals for common action
in order to clarify the issues.
Critigism of even the sharpest sort
should be directed against any op-
posed to united action.

National Council of Action

This Congress hereby establishes
a National Tom Mooney Council of
Action—a United IFront for Work-
ers’ Rights and the Rights of the
Negro People. In doing this we
declare our purpose not to form a
body which will supercede any or-
ganization, but to bring about co-
operation and united action of all
existing organizations. ‘We propose
a council of representatives of
various organizations with differ-
ent views, but having the common
desire to fight for the liberation
of Tom Mooney and other victims
of capitalist “justice” and for the
democratic rights of the working
class and exploited masses.

Such a council, particularly,
should not supercede the Tom Moo-
ney Molders’ Defense Committee, the
General Defense Committee of the
I. W. W, the International Labor
Defense, or other workers’ defense
bodies, but should strive to elim-
inate friction between these two
bodies and to unite support of the
fight for workers’ rights. The Tom
Mooney’s Molders’ Defense Com-
mittee should eontinue to function
as at present, assaming special
charge of Tom Mooney’s defense
under his personal direction. The
Council of Action will support the
Molders’ Defense Committee through
financial assistance and by devel-
oping the widest possible mass
movement for the release of Mooney
and Billings.

(Continued in next issue)
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Heckert ‘Explains’ the Debacle

“Hypocrites will be found to say
the Opposition is eriticizing the
party which has fallen into the
hands of the executioner. Black-
guards will add: the Opposition is
helping the executfioner. By com-
bining a specious sentimentalism
with venemous falsehood the Stal-
inists will endeavor to hide the
Central Committee behind the ap-
paratus, the apparatus behin.d the
party, to eliminate the question of
responsibility for the false strategy,
for the disastrous regime, for the
criminal leadership: that means
helping the executioners of today
and tomorrow.’—Trotsky: “The
Tragedy of the German Proletar-
int.” (The Militant, April 8, 1933.)

* * *

“But the 8. P. (&. has nevertheless
found an ally. This ally is Trotsky.
Being a political zero in the work-
ers movement he has nothing to
lose; he goes licking the Fascists’
boots, hoping to have himself
talked about and to come out at
any cost, even if only for one small

hour, from political oblivion. Mar-
auding scoundrel that he is, he
drags about everywhere where

workers’ blood has flown in search
of some political racket. The
working class of Germany is suffer-
ing bloody sacrifices. Hundreds of
Communists have been massacred in
Germany, thousands of Communist
and the best leader of the German
working class, comrade Thaelmann,
are imprisoned. But the ally of the
Welses and Leiparts, Trotsky ex-
erts his utmost in throwing the
responsibility for the Fascist seiz-
ure of power from the shoulders of
the social democracy on to those
of the C. I'. G. But what is the
real meaning of the Hitler-Trotsky-
ist platform of the “united front,”
conceived in order to justify the
social democracy . . . .

“It is in this cruel fashion that
the facts have expgsed the counter-
revolutionary meaning of “the plat-
form’ of the social Hitlerite Trotsky,
who has strained himself to prove
that the social democracy and
Fascism are not twins but anti-
podes. Under the appearance of a
united front, Trotsky, Hitler’'s aux-
iliary, 1is straining himself to
impose on the German working
class the social Fascist tactic ot
the ‘lesser evil,” that is to say, the
reactionary united front which
brought Hitler into power.”—(Fritz

Heckert: “What is Happening in
Germany *—Rundschau, No. 10,
Basle.)

Fritz Heckert, member of the C.C.
of the C. P. G. has made his re-
port on the siunation in Germany
to the E. C. C. 1. His report has
appeared in its entirety in the In-
ternational Correspondénce. It has
been unanimously approved by the
E. C. C. I. This only characterizes
the “internal democracy” of . the
Stalinist regime. This demonstrates
to what lengths the callousness of
the Stalinist grave diggers of the
world revolution has gone. Conse-
quently it is not a discussion with
Heckert that we have here but
rather with Stalinism

Heckert poses the question: Why
ha3 Fascism succeeded in taking
power in Germany? After setting
forth the fundamental* realignment
of class forces brought about
through Fascism, he goes on to
prove, with wearisome scholasticism,
the permanent betrayal of the so-
cial democracy. The policy of the
social democracy leads the prole-
tariat to ruin—that is self-evident.
The vanguard of the world prole-
tariat. saw that in Aug. 4, 1914.
Today the question is not whether
or not the .social democracy has
betrayed, but how it was possible
for the social democracy to conduct
such a policy for 20 years and yet
succeed in rallying the working
masses behind its banner. Heckert
refuses to answer these questions.
How did it happen that the masses
who were deceived and betrayed
by the bourgeois republic, should
find their way to the Fascist
counter-revolution instead of the
proletarian revolution? The Fasc-
ist party is not older than the
Communist party, it did not have
more time to win over the masses.
Evidently, Fascism disposes of the
material support of capitalism, but
its ranks are recruited out of hu-
man dust. Its ideas spring from
the barbaric middle ages. It is not
capable of solving social cuestions.

Communism, on the contrary,
bases itself on the force of the first
workers’ state on the earth. It
groups around it the flower of the
nation, the proletarian vanguard.
Its ideas are the most progressive
of the 20th century.
capable of solving al the questions
of social life. How then was Fasc-
ism able to triumph over the
petrified Weimar democracy, how
was Communism defeated?

“Fascism Viectorious . . . and
the C. I. Correct”

Heckert maintains that while
Fascism was victorious, the policy
of the Communist party was,
nevertheless altogether correct. The
policy of the C. P. which led to
the seizure of power by Fascism
was correct. The C. P. G. had
foreseen the inevitability of this
Fascist development. Heckert says
literally :

“Have the C. P. G. and the Com-
intern foreseen the inevitability of
this, Fascist development of the
social ‘democracy? Did they warn
the workers in advance against it?
Yes, they foresaw and they fore-
warned. As far back as 1924,
comrade Stalin had already given
a steady definition of the develop-
ment of social democracy toward
Fascism which has been unexcelled
in its exactness and in its incis-
iveness, a definition which became
the bass of the program of the

! The Stalinist Hypocrites

It alone is

Answer the Roll Call
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Comintern and the policy of the
C. P. G.

* ‘Fascism,” said comrade Stalin,
'is a fighting organization of the
bourgeoisie, an organization which
supports tself upon the active sup-
port of the social democracy. The
social democracy is objectively the
moderate wing of Fascism . There
{is no ground for assuming that the
tighting -organization of the bour-
geoisie can achieve decisive suc-
cess in  the struggle or in the
conduct of the country without the
active support of the fighting or-
ganizations of the bourgeoisie.
These organizations do not negate
one another, but rather supplement
each other. They are not antipodes,
but twins . . .’ (The fighting or-
ganizations of the bourgeoisie today
lend their active support to the
social democracy by killing social
democrats, destroying trade union
headquarters and suppressing the
entire 8.P.G. press. That is how
this whole business of supplement-
ing really looks—H. E.”)

This development was, then, in-
evitable? Then the C. P. G. lied
when it signalized the proletarian
revolution as standing before the
gates? Why did the C. P. G. exist
at all between 1924 and 1933, if
this development was inevitable?
To be consistent in “‘building up
its policy upon this inevitability,”
it should have been dissolved in
1924.

There was one voice which did
not consider this development in-
evitable. That was the voice of
Trotsky and the Left "Opposition.
Heckert knows it. He knows that
its prominence and its authority
are powerfully on the upgrade in
Germany. Cognizant of this, he un-
loads his bad conscience in out-
bursts of wrath of unprecedented
shamelessness.

Heckert and His Straw-Man

Heckert beging this section off
his speech with a dastardly mis-
quotation. Revolutionary Marxism
rests upon truth, Stalinism upon
lies. Since the Stalinists are power-
less in fighting against genuine

“Trotskyism,” they falsify the views
of the Leninists and then fight
against their own falsifications.
Heckert lies when he says that
Trotsky demanded in his article
in the Manchester Guardian of
March 22 (see the Militant of April
29) that the basis of the united
front with the social democrats be
the “defense of the parliamentary
form of government and the mass
trade unions.” What did Trotsky’s
article really say?

“Social democracy is unthinkable
without parliamentary government
and mass organizations of the
workers in the trade unions. The
mission of Fascism, however, is to
destroy both. A defensive alliance
between Communists and social
democrats should have been based
on this antagonism.”

What consequences did the Left
Opposition draw from the existence
of this antagonism?

“It is necessary to force the so-
cial democrats into a bloc against
Jascism . . . No common platform
with the social democracy, or with
the leaders of the German trade
unigns, no common publications,
banners, placards! March separ-
ately, but strike unitedly! Agree
only how to strike, whom to strike
and when to strike! Such an agree-
ment can be concluded even with
the devil himself, with his grand-
mother and even with Noske and
Grzezinsky. On one condition, not
to bind one’s own hands.” (Trotsky:
Letter to a German Worker-Com-
munist, Member of the C. P. G,
December 1931.)

“We must therefore openly tell
the social democratie, the Christian
and non-party workers that the
Ifascists want to bring the downfall
of the present (Bruening) govern-
ment in order to seize power them-
selves: we, the Communists, con-
sider the present government as an
enemy of the proletariat, but this
government supports itself wupon
your confidence and youar votes; we
want to fell this government in
alliance with the Fascists (Refer-
endum) against you. If the Fascists
should attempt an insurrection, we
Communists will fight against them
to the last drop of blood—not in
order to support the Braun-Bruen-
ing government, but in order to

Build National
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that it is in the local units and not
in the national committee that we
have the struggle for immediatg
needs and that there the need for
united action is the greatest. Ng-
tionnl or state unemployed organi-
zations joining the federation should
~ee that their locals take part in
the city federations.

The Stalinist, who at first did
not want a centralized federation,
decided to support the amendment
and one of their speakers, Lamson,
had already supported the amend-
ment. However, Stalinist delegates
were open to reason and after some
discussion with us changed their
position and threw their support. to
the report of the committee which
advocated an organization with the
city, county, and state federations
leading up to a national federation.
The vote was 56 for the majority
and 32 for the minority report.
The final vote to adopt the disputed
sectiop received a vote of 73 for
and 17 opposed, and then it was
adopted as a whole unanimously.

The constitution lays down the
following additional important de-
cisions: There shall be no discrim-
ination against race, color, creed
or political opinions. The Federa-
tion is to establish the closest re-
lationship with the EMPLOYED
workers through the trade unions,
industrial unions, and all other
workers organizations. The Federa-
tion has the perspective of estab-
lishing one national unemployed or-
ganization.

The Committee on Program

and Policies ..

The third struggle of importance
in the conference revolved around
the report of the committee on pro-!
gram and policy and tried to tear
the committee to pieces and dismiss
them. They especially took excep-
tion to the program’s position on
the united front. They did not suc-|
ceed in dismissing the committee.;
They did succeed in causing two of
the committee, who supported the,
majority report of the committee,
to resign. The rest of the committee
agreed to stay and fight it out with
them as well as Guss of the Unem-
ployed Councils who was to bring
in n minority report on the question
of . work relief, a social insurance
Bill and the soldiers’ bonus.

The program and policy commit-
tee came in the second time with
a unanimous report, cutting down
the original program but actually
only condensing its form, and stating
so in their second report. Guss, of
the Unemployed Council, in compro-
mising on the minority report did
so for the sake of unity, in order
to be able to better fight the Right
wing tendencies fighting the report
as a whole which the Unemployed
Councils, in the main, supported.

When the committee made its
second report, the struggle revolved
around the formula of the united
front. The struggle revolved
around the foliowing formula, pre-
sented by delegate Oehler: “In this
united front each organization re-
tains its organizational indepen-
dence; refrains from slander and
personal attacks against each other;
but maintains the right of minority
expression and freedom of driti-
cism. Under no circumstances can

the united front exclude an unem-

ployed organization from participa-

]obfcss Union

ting. Should any organization at-
tempt to prevent the entry of its
organization into the united front,
continued effort must be made to
force them into the united front.”
The objection was to the right of
minority and political criticism and
the word “force.” The committee
finally compromised on the word
“force” and it then read *“to obtain
their participation in the united
froht.”

A Big Step Forward

The whole Left wing was united
on this formula, including the Stal-
inists who had voted down the same
proposition presented by the dele-
gates at the Mooney Congress just
a few weeks before. When the vote
was taken only 17 voted against
the formula of the united front.
Then the report was adopted
unanimously.

The National committee elected
consists of the following with repre-
sentation reserved for other impor-
tna organizations not sufficipntly
represented :

Chairman, Tom Dixon—Workers
Leagues.

Vice-Chairman, Guss, Unemployed
Councils.

Secretary, Leach—Workers Comm.

Treasurer, Statman — Industrial

Workers Unemployed Unions.
Conners—Allen County Indiana
Unemployed Association.
D. Harrington—United Producers
of Washington.
V. Didwell—Peoples
Bellingham., i
Lamson—Unemployed Councils

Council of

Hugo Ochler—Unemployed Union of :

Gillespie
Truax—East

TUnions
Zimmerman—Workers Leagues
Lore—S.E. Mo. Unemployed Leagues
Mattock—Workers Leagues
Welsh—Association of Unemployed,

N. Y.

The Conference marks a real
advance! —HUGO OEHLER

L.O. Meetings in K.C.

Kansas City, Mo.—In the second
of a series of two lectures held in
Kansas City, Mo., May 12, and 14,
comrade James P. Cannon described
the role of Fascism in the present
epoch and proved that its rise to
power in Germany was primarily
a result of the ‘“‘united front from
below.” He showed that Hitler’s
victory had not only crushed the
German working class for some
time to come but also paved the
way for a capitalist attack on the
Workers’ Fatherland. The re-
visionist theory of National Social
ism was held responsible and Stalin
was characterized as the “organi-
zer of working class defeats.”

During the discussion that fol-
lowed members of the official Com-
munist party, of which there were
several present, were repeatedly
urged to take the floor, but they
remained silent and thereby lent
weight to the speaker’s contention
that Stalinism cannot stand the test
of public criticism.

The first of comrade Cannon's
lectures, May 12th, was devoted to
“America’s Road to Revolution.” In
a clear, Marxian analysis of the
world’s economic situation he fore
told the coming of a cyclical re-
covery taking place within the re-

Ohio  Unemployed

| for united defensive struggle.

THE MILITANT

guard the flower of the proletariat
against suffocation and extermina-
tion, in order to protect the work-
ers’ organizations, the workers’
press, not only our own, the Com-
munist, bat also yours, the social
democratic organizations and press.
We are prepared to defend any
workers’ home, any printshop of
worker’s newspapers against the
attacks of the Fascists. And we de-
mand of you to come to our aid
in case danger threatens our or-
ganizations. We propose to you the
united front of the working class
against the Fascists.—(Trotsky:
“Against National Communism,”
August 1931.)
—H. E.

* At the X1. Plenum, we recall,
Manuilsky declared that only a
bourgeois liberal can detect any
contradiction between Fascism and
bourgeois democracy. Is Heckert
not ‘“fundamentally,” something of
a ‘“‘bourgeois liberal?”

(From “Unser Wort”)
Continued in the next issue

SUB DRIVE

The sub drive is catching on.
Subs are rolling in. The seeds
gown in the German campaign are
yvielding a crop of subs. The proof
of this is to be seen by three facts:

1. The subs are from new con-
tacts in the main;

2. They are widely distributed
geographically ;

3. The list of Militant Builders
includes the names of comrades and
friends which never appeared in
this list before.

The list speaks for itself:

H. Capelis, N. Y............. 6
A Caplan, Kansas City......6
J. Ruby, Chicago............ i)
V. Dunne, Minneapolis....... 4
H. Oehler, Chicago.......... 3
W. Konikow, Boston........ 3
K. Czapko, Bethlehem........ 3
D. Marcus, N. Y......oovuutn 2.
A Friend, Lynn, Mass....... 2
M. Morris, N. Y......ovvnnns 2
E. Thorworth, N. Y......... 1
M Koehler, Youngstown...... 1
J. Angelo, Springfield, Ill.....1
A. Konikow, Boston....... ;-1
G. Kotz, Newark............ 2
G. Latinen, Chicago......... 2
A. G., Chicago.............. 2
J. Swetow, N. Y............. 1
S. Jourard, Toronto.......... 1
J. Kaplan, N. Y............. 1
S. Weinstein, Detroit........ 1
M. Basin, Pittsburgh........ 1
I.. Thomson, Chicago........ 1
A. Bornstein, Chicago....... 1
D. Ross, Baltimore.......... 1
A. Wolfe, New Haven........ 1

S. Gendelman, New Haven...1
J. Reid, Tonawanda, N. Y...1

Most of these are subs coming in
on the Club Plan Prepaid Cards.
This is very good. We want to,
take this opportunity to explain to:
our new readers what this Club:
Plan is. A half year sub of 26
weckly issues to the Militant is $1.
But with our Club Plan Prepaid
Cards, it is only 50 cents.

To get the advantage of the fifty
percent reduction the following
conditions must be observed: the
sub must come in on the card;'
the cards are sold from the center
in New York in minimum blocs of
four; they must be paid for in ad-
vance;

It is getting close to the dead
line, June 1, when the sub campaign
closes. Comrades who want the set
of three volumes of the History of
the Russian Revolution (first prize)
and the bound volume of the
Militant (second prize) had better
hustle.

Ohio Jobless Unite
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talking about working class unity,
but, in our opinion, have entirely
different things in mind when they
speak of unity. At this time we
are not going to review the attitude
and actions of either of these or-
ganizations in regard to united
front issues, but we are going to
follow both of them very closely
and critically in this genuine effort
of the workers to close their ranks

We might remind the Stalinists,
however, that this is another won-
derful opportunity to prove to the
workers generally and the socialist
workers in particular that the
socialist leadership is determined to
do everything in its power to keep
the working class divided. The
Left Opposition will do its share to
reveal the true nature of the so-
cialist leadership, but a great deal
depends upon the attitude of the
CP and its local functionaries. If
they pursue their so-called “united
front from below” tactic, the so-
cialists will gain at their expense.
The unity must be that of organi-
zation, each group remaining or-
ganizationally distinct and enjoying
the right of complete political
criticism. Unity of all labor organ-
izations on this basis can pave the
way for welding together the entire
working class, employed and un-
employed, organized and unorgan-
ized, conservative and radical, for
one mighty defensive struggle
against unemployment and misery.
The progress of this movement will
be reported regularly in the Mili-
tant. . —N.

strictive circle of a general capi-
talist decline. He foresaw attempts
of American Yimperialism to improve
its position at the expense of other
imperialist powers, the downfall of
Stalinism and the rise of the world
proletariat to its historic task of
creating a new social order.

Both meetings were well attended
and comrade Cannon’s visit added
much force to the rapidly growing

committee ment again on Monday

Tesented on the committee, were

League in Kansas City, —8

(Continued from last issue)

The German working masses in-
stinctively knew their enemy and
were seeking the means of defense;
but the leaders failed and disarmed
the workers each in their own way.
The social democrats prevented the
workers from preparing the de-
fense, councelled patience and
trusted in the constitution for
which, however, they said they
would sound the call to fight should
Hitler violate it and resort to “il-
legal” methods. "The social demo-
cratic leaders who had long ago
given up their pretense to socialism
and become completely bound up
with bourgeois ideology had thereby
aalso long ago abdicated the last
pretense of actually leading a fight
for the defense of the democracy,
So when the last shreds of democ-
racy went down in the torchlight

blaze and gunpowder smoke,
trampled upon by Fasclst heels,
their miserable position became

fully revealed.

But Hitler found the Weimar
constitution, written by the social
democrats, sufliciently flexible to
serve his purposes. He could, by
the failure of his opponents, carry;
out all measures necessary to com-!
plete the first stage of the consol-
idation of his power, including the
crushing of the Communist party
and the throttling of the soaial
democrats.

The Communist party leaders
started from the absurd idea of
concentrating the main fire against
the social democratic party as the
twin brother of Fascism. It was
precisely the deep antaognism be-
tween the social democratic work-
ers and Fascism which should have
been made the bridge to the united
working class defense. But even
this simple historical lesson had
becen lost to the party leaders.
Their bloated exaggeratition of
party strength and frivilous pro-
claiming of the general political
strike could not become a substi-
tute. On the contrary, it threw
confusion and demoralization into
the ranks and accelerated the party
catastrophe. In the industries and
within the mass organizations,
from which the united working
class defense should proceed, the

Workers’ Leaders Lacked
Strategy Asgainst Fascists
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party policy had torn up its own
roots. Nave for its election vic-
tories, which were empty, it was
in reality isolated from the masses
lorg before the decisive hour had
arrived. 8o much so, that Goebbels,
the new FKasist minister for culture
and propoganda, could declare, in
a speech on March 31: “We broke
Communism with one blow and we
huve isolated the social democratic
party from the people.”

The Party in the Industries

How well was the party rooted
in the industries? We remember
that for some years there has been
within every German factory, shop,
mill and mine a factory council,
established by the factory council
luw. This law, it is true, imposes
definite limitations as to their
puwers but nevertheless they have
been in the position of funetioning
as important organs of struggle.
In a certain sense they have fur-
nished an embryo structure of
future Soviets. Naturally they
should be an important. basis for
Communist party activities. And
there is also the place to actually
gauge the strength of the revo-
lutionary party. But it is precisely
in this fleld that its fatal weakness
was most glaringly demonstrated.

In this we can now much more
clearly perceive the disastrous fal-
acy of the so-called united front
frum below practiced by Stalinism.
The actual results prove a thous-
and times stronger than words that
this sort of policy contradicts all
tenets of genuine united front
policy. The so-called united front
from below was only a mask to
cover up the refusal of the Stalinist
lezders to build the bridge of the
workers’ unity of defense, composed
of all organizations, Communist,
social demoeratic and trade unions.

Actual  working class unity
against Fascism under the condi-
tions existing in Germany would
have unmasked all of the bureau-
cratic incompetent leaders. And in
this the Communist party leaders,
equally with their prototypes f

Unite to
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from the John Reed Club and the
Workers School said that they
would have to refer the matter back
to their organization after voting
against point 5 of the resolution.

At the mass meeting held in
Irving Plaza on Sunday night, May
14, the John Reed Club was not
officially represented. It distributed
leaflets stating why it was not rep-
resented, which amounted in effect
to a charge that it, had been gagged
and prevented from expressing its
own point of view. The hall was
crowded to the limit of its capa-
city of over 600, and as many more
were turned away.

Irving Plaza Mass Meeting

Comrade Abern opened the list
of speakers on behalf of the Left
Oppositicn, pointing out the class
significance of the Rivera case and
the necesgity for united working
class support. After several others
had spoken, Phil Bard of the John
Reed Club insisted on having the
floor. He was finally allowed to
have it, on the insistence of rep-
resentatives of the Left Opposition,
and repeated in effect that the John
Reed Club could not allow itseclf to
be gagged. Comrade Abern, speak-
ing again, pointed out the incor-
rectness of the club’s understanding
of the united front, and specifically
of the necessity as well as the limi-
tations6 of criticism within the
united front—particularly after the
party had offered an out-and-out,
impermissible *‘non aggression” pact
to the socialist party.

Comrade Rivera spoke in Spanish,
with Bert Wolfe of the Lovestone
group as translator. The revolu-
tionary artist went on to an appeal
for the unity of the workers against
capitalism and Fascism, and de-
clared that his paintings represent
the banner of the proletariat.

“Capitalist buildings here and in
Mexico contain my works,” he said,
“but if you will it, and unite, the
day will come when those build-
ings and all that is in them will
belong to the workers.”

“I beg of you to omit the name
of Rivera from this fight,’ he con-
cluded, “and when the day comes
that something more than painting
or talk is required—on that day,
either with your good will or with-
out it, if necessary against it, com-
rade Rivera will stand in his place
along wth the rest of the revolu-
tionary workers.”

Preparations were announced for
an open-air meeting and mass pick-
eting to take place on Wednesday,
May 17. When the united front

Afternoon, the delegates of the
John Reed Club and the Workers
School insisted that the resolution
previously adopted by the commit-
tee be read and voted on again,
point by point. This time they ob-
jected, not only to the point against
recriminations based on past events
uncorpected with the purposes of
the united front, but also on point
4, commending Rivera for his cour-
ageous stand aguinst Rockefeller.
They were again voted down on
both points.

Comrade Field, representing the
International Workers School, sta-
ted that his organization, and un-
doubtedly many others were rep-

anxious to have the John Reed Club
and the Workers School continye

Save Rivera Paintings

to participate in the united front
(interruption from u socialist dele-
gate “"Not we!”); on the other
hand, there was a reason to fear
that the speakers of these two or-
ganizations intended to act in a
manngr which would disrupt and
defeat the purposes of the wunited
rfont. Ie theretore proposed that
the delegates of these two organi-
zations, although they had voted

against certain  points  of the
resolution, state that they were
willing to considqr  themselves

bound by the peints and would
continue to participate in the
united front on this basis.

This involved of course a retreat
by the John Reed Club and the

‘Workers School from their previous

position that these points “gagged”
them and deprived them of legiti-
mate rights of criticism. But real-
zing the corner into which they
had been driven, they accepted
comrade Field’s motion and im-
mediately drew up a statement,
which was accepted by the com-
mittee,

United Front at Columbus Circle

Meeting

The Wednesday mass meeting and
demonstration, while not impressive
from the standpoint of size (some
1000 participants with banners at
most) did represent a genuine
united front of all sections of the
laber movement. This was clearly
pointed out by comrade Abern for
the Left Opposition in opening the
speakers’ list, as well as the fact
that we do not overestimate the
importance - as propoganda of the
specific issue around which the
united front was built.

Joseph Freeman spoke for the
John Reed Club and Robert Minor
ofr the Workers School. Minor’s
remarks, generally satisfactory,
however, laid down the bureau-
cratic ultimatist line of the party
—no revolutionary action except
under the leadership of the Com-
munist party—and was rebuked for
it by the following speaker, Her-
bert Mahler, of the General Defense
Committee. The meeting was
treated to the spectacle of a syn-
dicalist lecturing a Communist on
the correct application of the Len-
inist tactic of the united front. On
the whole, the meeting did consti-
tute a demonstration of unity on
the issue of class expression in art,
and particularly significant was the

proportion of workers who took
part.
Following the meceting, several

hundred of the participants marched
down with their banners and pick-
ited Radio City, singing and shout-
ing slogans of “Preserve Rivera's
murals,” “Down with Rockefeller,”
and the like. The police made no
attempt to interfere, although a
few obviously provoeative plain-
clothes men were stationed around
Radio City.

Finally the procession moved to
b4th Street, in front of Rockefel-
ler’s house, and shouted in unison,
“Unveil Rivera’s murals!” After
passing in front of the house sev-
eral times, the meeting dispersed.
The _campaign has demonstrated
the soundness and effectiveness of
the united front tactic ofr which
the Left Oppesition stands: unity
in action, without confusion of
banners, without compromise to
sectarianism on the one hand or
to opportunistic “non-aggression”

‘pacts on the other. B, J. FIELD
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social democracy, feared for their
positiongs and prestige. But from
this state of affairs ascism gained
cuormouxly in strength and self-
cuntidence and the social democratic
leaders escaped exposure.
Elections to the Factory Councils
The factory council elections
particularly demounstrated the Com-
munist party’s weakness. One can
argue, and with considerable justi-
fication, that in the Reichstag
elections  heid  March  5th, the
party could not at all mobilize its
full strength because of the pres-
sure of the Fascist terror. But
within the shops and factories at
the factory council elections mat-
ters are different. That is at the
source of production and exploita-
ticn where the workers are the
most  accessible and where they
respond in the most direct sense
to a correct revolutionary program.
That it at the very foundation,
where the class struggle receives
its  dynamic  cexpression, At the
present time it is necessary to add
that with the increasing suppression
of all of the rights of ordinary
democratic channels and the gen-
eral campaign of terror the party
wus duty ‘bound to increase its
efforts to connect the more solidly
with the masses in the industries.
In turn it was to be expected that

the contacts below would be the
stronger expressed. 'The party,
however, was not rooted in the

industries. That was proven by the
fuctory council elections held during
this period of seven weeks. To at-
tempt to give a picture, I am pre-
senting a cross section of these
election. results, reporting mainly
the larger concerns.

In the “Leuna Werke,” a chem-
ical factory and one of the biggest
concerns in Germany, the factory
council election results were the
following: 7The Reformist ticket
received 2081 votes, Communists
884, Christian  trade unions 285,
FFascists 2004 and Steelhelmets 1043.

In the “Wolfen Iilm,” the second
largest chemical concern, the results
were  the following: Reformists
942, Communists 17935, Fascists 439,
Nteclhelmets 198 votes.

In the Hamburg Street Railway
council elections the Reformists
received 4319 votes, the: Communists
189, the Fascists 158, others 106.

At the Elevated Railroad in Ham-
burg the results were Reformists
1152, Communists 416, IFascists 160
votes.

At the Troisdorf Dynamite fae-
tory the Reformists received 1249
votes, the Christian trade unions
309, the Communists 189 and the
Irascists 199.

At the Bremen Street Railway
council elections the Reformists re-
ceived 860 votes, the- Fascists 160,
the Steelhelmets 106 and the
Christian trade unions 72.

At the Phoenix Rubber Factory,
Iarburg, the Reformists received
1595 votes and 13 delegates, the
Fascists  elected one delegate,
others none,

In the various Kiel factory
council elections out of a total of
61 delegates elected, 57 were Re-
formists and 2 fell to the Fascists.

These results are only a general
cross section, if a more complete
tabulation was to be made the re-
sults would show even less favorable
for the Communists.

The Party and the Factory Councils

When we add the total votes cast
in these factories where exact
tigures are given we have the fol
lowing results: The Reformists
scored a total of 13,098 votes, the
Communists 3,493 and the Fascists
3,210. There is a serious weight
expregsed in these figures but not
on the side of the revolutionary
party, despite the elections taking
plice at the most acute moment of
aftacks upon the workers. That
mere than anything else perhaps
gives the lie to the delusions of
grandeur countained in the empty
boasts of the party leadership con-
jl:ring up altogether non-existing
victories in this field. Thus for
example the Wedding party con-
gress held in June 1929 declared:

“The factory council elections in
which the Communist I’arty of
Germany came forward for the
first time in the sharpest struggle
against reformism as the bearer of
the united front of the organized
and unorganized, became a tri-
umiphal march in the most impor-
tunt industrial fields: and large
tactores. The labor masses elected
countless red factory councils under
the banner of struggle against the
stiate power, the employers and
reformism.”

Nothing more, nor less. The only
trquble is that it was an attempt
to ascribe to the party a strength
it did not possess which subse-
quently had to be admitted by the
party controlled trade union TLeft
wing congress. Such is the method
of inflating one's own strength out
of all proportion and simultaneously
minimizing the strength of the
enemy. It is typical of the self-
complacent bureaucracy but it is
mortally dangerous to the party—
as the events have now so decisively
proven.  Against this the Left
Dpposition has many times warned :
The way to get strong is not to
begin by the mistake of exagger
ating one’s own strength.” Not
osly that, but the policy of consis-
tenutly separating the militant min-
ority from the bulk of the trade
union membership in the factories
by their separate red election lists,
even though appearing under the
grand name of “unity lists,” con-
tributed heavily to the isolation of
l!l(‘ party and to the disorganiza-
tivn of the movement. One can say
cthat though the party apparatus
never followed a consistent policy
it certainly managed to be consis-
tent in its mistakes, even to the

extent of disarming the workers.
(Continued in the next issue)
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Deelaration of the Delegates Be-
tonging to the International
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FUOR THE CONGRESS OF
STRUGULE AUAINST FASCISM

The victory of Hitler in Germa.ny
shows that vapitwlsm cannot live
1 conditions op democracy, canu(_)t
eyel Cover auwsua WiLh uemograuc
tatiers. tither che aictatorship of
the proletariat or tne open dictla-
torsuip of ununce capitat! luither
the workers soviels or the armed
bands oi the desperate petty bour-
geuls populace!

rascisin bas not and cannot hz?.\:e
any program of solving the (risis
oL capliuilst society. Bub tnut does
not meun that lkascism wil fall
automailcally a victim of its own
contradicilons. No, 1u will maintaiu
caplialisy expiowguiion vy 1'qlu1pg
the country, by degrading cupual;sl,
CiviLzalion aud Dy couullually 1n-
trouucing  grealer savagery into
the custums, -‘Lne viewry ot‘_ .Fasc-
1S 13 the reswt of the wability of
the proietariat w take Lhe lave oL
soCiely 10Lo 1Ls own Lands. Fascism
will uve as long as the proletariat
does not rise.

Sociai democracy delivered the
proleiarian revoluuon of 1918 to
ihe  bourgeoisie and thus, once
again, saved declimng capitalism.;
it is the social democracy and it
alone which gave the bourgeoisie
the possibility to lean, in t}le
foilowing stage, on the ascist
banditry. Descending from one step
to the owier, i punsuit of the
“lesser evil,” the social democracy
finisned by voting for the reac-
tionary fierd matrsoaal, Hindenb.urg,
who n his tuwrn summoned Mitler
to power. Demoralising the pro-
letariat by illusions of democracy
in decadent capitalism, the social
democracy deprived the proletariat
of all its powers of resistance.

The attempts to cast this fun-
damental historic responsibility on
Communism are absurd and dishon-
est. Without Communism the Left
wing of the proletariat would have,
a long time ago, taken the road of
Anarchism, of terrorism, or would
have simply swelled the fighting
troops of fascism. The example of
Austria shows only too clearly that
where Communisin is extremely
weak and the social democracy
reigns unchallenged in the ranks
of the working class within the
frame-work of the democratic state
created by itself, its policy pre-
pares, step by step, the triumph
vf FKascism.

SUCIAL DEMOCRATIC LEADERS
LICK HITLER'S BOOTS

The top layers. of the German
social democracy are now trying to
adapt themselves to Hitler's regime
in order to preserve the remainder
of their legal positions and 'the
benefits that accrue from them. In
vain! Fascism has brought with

party in Germany is the fatal ter-
mination of the ‘“general line”
which passed through the adven-

tures of Iitshonia and Bulgaria,
through the capitulation before the
Kuo Min Tang, through the not
less infamous capitulation beto;e
the trade union bureaucracy 1o
Ingland, through the Cant?n ad-
venture, through the convulsions of
the “third period,” through the
break with the mass trade unions,
through the theory and practice_ot
“gocial Fascism,” through the policy
of “national liberation” and
“people’s revolution,” through the
rejection of the united front,
turough the banishment and per-
secution of the Left Oppositiqn,
finally, through the complete stif-
ling of the independence of the pro-
letarian vanguard and through the
substitution for democratic cen-
tralism—by the omnipotence of an
unprincipled and dull witted ap-
puaratus.

The essence of bureaucratism
resides in the distrust of the masses
and in the tendency to replace their
conscious revolutionary activity by
combinations from above or by
noked commands. In Germany, as
well as in other countries, the Stal-
inist bureaucracy posed| continual
witimatums before the working class.
1t fixed for it, from above, the dates
for strikes or for the “conquest of
the streets,” it arbitrarily fixed
“red days” or “red months” for it
it ordered it to accept all its slo-
gans and zig-zags without criticism;
it demanded that the proletariat
recognize its leadership in the
united frout in advance and without
question, and on this monstrous
ultimatism it based its struggle,
false from end to end and impo-
tent, against Fascism.

NOT ACCIDENTAL ERRORS BUT
AN ERRONEOUS SYSTEM

Errors are inevitable in the
struggle of the proletariat. Through
their own errors the parties learn,
select the cadres and educate the
leaders. But in the present C. I.
these are not errors but an erro-
neous system which renders a cor-
rect policy impossible. The social
agents of this system are a large
bureaucratic stratum, armed with
enormous  material and technical
means, in fact independent of the
masses and conducting a furious
struggle for self preservation| at
the price of the disorganization of
the proletarian vanguard and its
weakening before the class enemy.
Such is the essence of Stalinism in
the world workers’ movement,

In the last years, the Left Oppo-
sition, before the eyes of the entire
world, followed the Fascist tide in
all its stages and traced a policy
of true revolutionary realism. As
eirly as the Autumn of 1929, that
is. three and a half years ago, at
the very beginning of the world
erisis, the Left Opposition wrote:

L. 0. ANALYSIS OF FASCISM

it a swarm of starved and rav-
enous locusts who demand and will
obtain the monopoly of jobs and
sinecures for themselves. The
penury of the reformist bureau-
cracy, a sccondary vresult of the
defeat of the proletarian organiza-
tions, represents the payment for
the uninterrupted chain of treachery
of the social democracy since
Avgust 4, 1914.

The leaders of the other social
democratic parties are now trying
to separate themselves from their
German brothers-in-arms. It would
be impermissible light-mindedness,
however, to believe the words of
the “left” critics of the reformist
international, all of whose sections
find themselves on different degrees
of the same road. As in the time
of the imperialist war, in the
process of the fall of the bourgeois
democracy each section of the
Second International is ready to
rebuild its reputation on the back
of another mnational party. But
basically they do the same work.
Leon Blum supports the militarist
and imperialist KFrench government.
Vandervelde, president of the Sec-
ond International, has not with-
drawn, as far as we know, his
signature from wunder this same
Versailles peace which has given
German Fascism its present dimen-
sions.

IN AUTUMN, 1929

“Just as revolutionary situations
developed more than once out of
the conflict between liberalism and
monarchy, which later went over
the heads of both opponents, so a
revolutionary situation can develop
out of the clash between social dem-
ocracy and Fascism—two antagon-
istic praxes of the bourgeoisie—
which will pass over the heads of
both of them.

“The proletarian revolutionist
would be worthless if he did not
understand, in the epoch of the
bourgeois revolution, how to esti-
mate the conflict between the
liberals and the monarchy, and
instead of utilizing the struggle in
a revolutionary manner, threw the
two opponents into one pot. The
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between Faseism and the social
democracy, shouts down this
formula with the barren formula of
social Fascism, which has no con-
tent at all.”

The policy of the united front
should have been built on this gen-
eral strategic perspective. Step by
step in the course of the last three
years the Left Opposition followed
the development of the political
crisis in Germany. In its periodicals
and in a series of pamphlets it
submitted all the stages of the
struggle to an analysis, unmasked
the ultimatist character of the
formula “only from below,” took
upon itself where it could, the in-
itiative of united defense commit-
tees, supported the initiative of the
workers in this direction and de-
manded incessantly the extension
of this initiative over the whole
country. If the C. P. had resolutely
set out on this path, the reformist
bureaucracy would have shown it-
self impotent to restrain the pres-
sure of the workers ‘for the united
front. Smashing up against a new
barrier at each step, Fascism would
have opened all its wounds. The
local defense bodies would have
grown irresistibly, in fact trans-
forming themselves into workers’
councils. Marching on this path,
the German proletariat would have
dealt a decisive blow to Fascism
and with one last stroke would have
swept away the whole leading oli-
garchy. The whole situation laid
the basis for the revolutionary
victory of the German proletariat.

STALINIST BUREAUCRACY
TAKES PATH OF SABOTAGE

The Stalinist bureaucracy, how-
ever, took the path of unconscious
but nevertheless actual sabotage of
the revolution. They forbade agree-
ments of Communists with social
democratic organizations, destroyed
the common organs of defense
created by the workers and, under
the name of ‘‘counter revolution-
aries,” expelled all the defenders
of a correct revolutionary policy
from its rvanks. It could be said
that such a manner of acting was
especlally created to isolate the
Communists, to consolidate the
bonds between the social democra-
tic workers and their leaders to
gsow confusion and disintegration in
the ranks of the proletariat and to
prepare the unobstructed ascension
of the Fascists to power. The re-
sults are apparent!

On the 5th of March, when the
fate of the proletariat was already
decided, the E. (. of the C. I. not
only declared itself ready for the
united front from above—true, on
a national and not on an interna-
tional scale—but consented, so as
to satisfy the reformist bureau-
cracy, to renounce mutual criticism
during the period of the united
front. A jump from incredible
bluntness, from ultimatist pre-
sumptuousness to characterless con-
cessions! The Stalinist bureau-
cracy, having stifled criticism with-
in its own party, had evidently lost
its understanding of ‘criticism in the
political struggle as such. Revolu-
tionary criticism determines the
attitnde of the proletarian van-
guard, that is, of the most critical

party in contemporary society,
towards all classes, parties and
groupings. A real Communist party

can no more renounce criticism, not
even for a day, than a living or-
ganism can renounce respiration.
The policy of the united front does
not exclude mutual criticism in any
case, on the contrary, it demands

Communist it not worth a copper
who in the face of the collisions

—

it. Only two bureaucratic appara-
tuses, one of which is weighted

down with betrayals and the other
with a fatal chain of errors, can
be interested in the suspension of
mutual ecriticism, transforming the
united front by that same fact into
a silent conspiracy behind the
masses, the aim of which is their
own preservation. We, the Bolshe-
vik Leninists, say that never and
under no conditions will we join
in such a conspiracy; on the
contrary, we will unremittingly
denounce it to the workers.

SURRENDER CRITICISM BUT
RETAIN “SOCIAL FASCISM”

At the same time that it con-
sents to renounce critieism, the
Stalinist bureaucracy seizes upon
the repulsive boot-licking of Wels,
Leipart and Co. before Hitler to
revive the theory of social fascism.
In reality, this theory remains as
false today as it was yesterday.
Those who were only recently the
masters of Germany, fallen under
the boot of Fascism, are licking this
boot in order to gain indulgence
from the Fascists; that corresponds
exactly to the miserable nature of
the reformist bureaucracy. But
that does not at all signify that
there is no difference for the re-
formists between democracy and
the Fascist boot, and that the
mocial democratic masses are not
capable of struggling against Fasc-
ism when an issue is opened for
them on the.arena of struggle.

FASCISM BUILT ON LIES;
COMMUNISM ON TRUTH

The policy of Fascism rests upon
demagogy, lies and Slander. The
revolutionary policy can only build
on truth. That is why we are
obliged to condemn resolutely the
Organization Bureau for the con-
vocation of the present ocongress,
whoch has given, in its appeal, an
optimistically false picture of the
state of things in Germany, speak-
ing of the powerful development
of the antipakcist struggle. 1In
reality, for the moment, the German
workers are retreating in complete
disorder without fighting. Such is
the bitter fact which cannot be
blurred by words. In order to stand
on its feet, to regroup and to con-
centrate its forces the proletariat,
represented by its vanguard, must
understand what has happened.
Away with illusions! They are
precisely the illusions which led
to the catastrophe. We must say
what is, clearly, honestly, openly.

The situation in Germany is
profoundly tragic. The butcher has
only begun his work. The victims

will be legion. Hundreds and
thousands of workers in the Com-
munist  party are imprisoned.

Severe tests await those who re-
main faithful to their banner. The
honest workers of the entire world
are giving their whole-hearted
sympathy to the victims of the
Fascist butcher. But # will be
the height of hypocrisy to demand
silence on the fatal policy of Stal-
Inism because its German repre-
sentatives have at the same time
become its victims. Great historic
problems are not settled by senti
mentalism. The supreme law of the
struggle is to conform to the end
goal. Only the Marxist explanation
of all that has happened can imbue!
the vanguard with self-confidence.
It does not suffice for it to express
its sympathies for its victims, it
must become stronger in order to
overthrow and strangle the butcher.

German Fascism slavishly follows;
the Italian example. That, how-
ever, does not signify that power
is assured to Hitler for a series of
years, as was the case with Mus-

solini. Fascist Germany starts out
on its history in conditions of a
very advanced ecapitalist disinteg-
ration, of mass misery unpreced-
ented in modern history and of a
thre: tening tension in international
relations. The denouement can
come very much sooner than the
masters of the day think. It will,
however, not come of itself. A
revolutionary shock is needed.

NO MIRACLES; ONLY WORKERS
CAN DEFEAT FASCISM

The social democratic press places
great hopes in the existence of
cracks in the German government
blee. Along this same path, fun-
damentally, marches the Pravda of
Moscow, which only yesterday
denied the existence of antagonism
beiween Fascism und the social
democracy but today counts on the
antagonisms between Hitler and
Hugenberg. Contradictions in the
ruling camp are undeniable. But
they in themselves are powerless,
insofar as it is a matter of ar-
resting the victorious development
of the Fascist dictatorship which
is dependant upon the whole situ-
ation of German capitalism. We
must not expect miracles. Only the
proletariat can put an end to
Fascism. So that the latter can
proceed on to the broad historic
path, a decisive turn is necessary
in the field of revolutionary leader-
ship. It is necessary to return to
the policy of Marx and Lenin. We,
Bolshevik-Leninists, do not come to
this congress to entertain any
illusions whatsoever, nor to save
false reputations. Our aim is to

clear the road for the future.
Naturally, we do not doubt that
tens and perhaps hundreds of

thousands of workers are seriously
prepared for struggle will be rep-
resented at this congress. No less
are we inclined to believe that the
delegates  will be seriously. dis-
posed in their majority, to do ev-
erything possible so as to crush
Fascism. Nevertheless, the Con-
gress itself, in the manner in which
it has been conceived and called to-
gether, cannot, we are profoundly
convinced bear serious revolution-
ary significance. Fascism is a formi-
dable enemy. To struggle against
it we need compact masses of
millions and tens of millions of
workers well organized and well
directed. We need a firm basis in
the shops and in the unions. We
need the confidence of the masses
in a leadership that has been
tested by the experience of struggle.
The problem is not solved by solemn
meetings nor by sensational spee-
ches, This congress, hastily impro-
vised, represents isolated groups
without any links between them,
who after the congress will be just

as isolated as before it from the ! ;
; tional for an agreement on an in-

millions of proletarians.

CONGRESS AGAIN COLORED
BY INTELLIGENTSIA

The “isolated” individuals from'

the intellectual bourgeois circles
will color the anti-Fascist Congress
as they colored the Amsterdam
Congress. It is not a very per-
manent color. The advanced work-
ers, is is true, appreciate greatly
the sympathy which the best rep-
resentative of science,
and art have for them. But from
that it does not at all follow that
the radical scientists or artists are
capable of replacing the mass or-
ganizations or of undertaking to
lead the proletariat. And yet this
congress pretends to leadership!
Those representatives of the bour-
geois intelligentsia who really de-

e Opposition

sire to participate in the revolu-
tionary struggle should begin by
clearly defining their program and
by attaching themselves to a work-
ers organization. In other words,
in order to have the right to vote
at a congress of the fighting pro-
lecariat, the “isolated” must cease
to be isolated.

Neither the work against war nor
the march against Fascism requires
any special art which lies beyond
cne general struggle of the prole-
tariat. "The organization which is
incapable of analyzing precisely the
situation, of leading tne daily de-
fensive and offensive battles, of
gathering about it the broadest
masses, of achieving unity in de-
fensive actions with the reformist
workers, unburdening them at the
same tiume of their reformist pre-
judices—such an organization will
ievitably suffer shipwreck in the
face ot war as well as of KFascism.

AMSTERDAM CONGRESS
MISERABLE  FAILURE

The Amsterdam Congress has
shown already its inconsistency in
the course o1 the offensive of the
Jupanese baundits against China.
rven in the domain of agitation, the
alliance of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy with the isolated pacitists has
not achicved anything substantial.
it must be said openly: the anti-
Iascist Congress, which in its in-
terniational composition, is much
rather an acciuental meeting, is
called to create an appearance of
action, just where action itself has
defaulted.  1f, conforming to ‘the
project of its organizers, the Con-
gress contents itself with a barren
appeal, in the history of the struggle
against Mascism it risks becoming
not only a zero but a negative
quantity, for the most serious
crime in present conditions is to
lead the workerts into error about
tieir actual forces and the real
medchods of struggle.

Only on oue condition, can the
Congress of Struggle Against Fasc-
ism play a progressive although
modest role; if it shakes off the
hypnosis of the bureaucratic im-
pressarios who stand behind the
scenes, and puts on the agenda a
free discussion on the causes of the
victory of German Kascism, on the
responsibility of the leading pro-
letarian organizations and on a
true program of revolutionary
struggle. It is by taking this path,
and this one only that the con-
gress will become a factor of rev-
olutionary renaissance,

The platform of the International
Left Opposition gives the only cor-
rect directives for the struggle
against Fascism. As the most im-
mediate and most pressing meas-
ures, we, Bolshevik-Leninists, pro-
puse the following:

PROPOSALS OF INTER-
NATIONAL LEFT OPPOSITION

1. TO immediately accept the
proposals of the Second Interna-

ternational seale, such an agree-
ment does not exclude but demands
the concretization of the slogans
and the methods for each particular
country ;

2. TO principally condemn the
formula of the united front “from
below only,” which means the re-
Jection of the united front generally;

3. TO reject and to condemn the
theory of social-Fascism ;

literature

4. IN no case and under no
condition to renounce the right to
criticize the temporary ally;

5. TO re-establish freedom with-
in the Communist parties and all
organizations which are under their
control, and those that make up the
Anti-Fascist Congress.

6. TO renounce the policy ot in-
dependent Communist trade union

FIRST 4 CONGRESSES OF C. L
VINDICATED BY EVENTS

All the fundamental principle
theses of the first four Congresses
of the Communist JInternationfal:
cn the decadent character of im-
perialist capitalisin, on the inevi-
tability of the decomposition | of
bhourgeois democeracy, on the impasse
of reformism, on the necessity of
the revolutionary siruggle for the
dictatorship of the proletariat,
have found their irrevocable con-
firmation in the events in Germany.
But their correctness has been
demonstrated “ad absurdum”: not
by victory but by catastrophe. If,
despite almost fifteen years of ex-
istence of the C. 1., the social dem-
ocracy succeeded in carrying the
policy of the “lesser evil” to its
firal conclusion, that is, to the
worst evil that can be conceived of
in modern history, we must look for
its cause in the fact that the Com-
munism of the epigones has shown
itself incapable of fulfilling its
historic mission.

BLUNDERS of STALINISM HAVE
SHIPWRECKED REVOLUTIONS

Up till 1923, the C. I. marched
forward in all countries, almost
without a halt, weakening and
ousting the social democracy. In
the last ten years, not only did it
not make any new quantitive
conquests, but it suffered a pro-
found qualitative- degeneration. The
shipwreck of the official Communist
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the illusions of bourgeois pacifism

and to help prepare the slaughter
of the working class.

For workers there are no “‘ag-
gressor” and “defender” nations.
For workers there can only be
imperialist wars and revolutionary
wars. If the Soviet Union is to
exist as the workers’ fatherland,
the preparations for imperialist war
must be mercilessly exposed. If the
workers are to be forewarned
against the coming butchery, it is
criminal to play around with non-
sensical dabblings on ‘‘aggressor”’
nations” and “‘partial disarma-
ments”,

Finally, if the murderous aim of
the capitalists are to be defeated,
the working class of the world
must be rallied into a solid, ‘compact
fighting mass by the Leninist tactic
of the united front, step by step
in their everday struggles, and up
to the unified struggle against im-
perialist war. Thq role of the
American wokrers in this task is,
in view of the world position of
American capitalism, doubly great.

—S8. G.
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organizations; to participate ac-
tively in the mass trade unions;

7. TO renounce the infamous
competition with IFascism under the
slogans of “national liberation”
and “people’s revolution”;

8. 1O renounce the theory of
Socialism in ope Country which
nourishes petty-bourgeois nationalist
tendencies and weakens the work-
ing class in the struggle aguinst
Kascism ;

9. TO mobilize the Kuropean
proletariat against Versailles and
anti-Versailles chauvinism under
the banner of the Soviet United
States of Kurope;

10. TO prepare through an
open and honest discussion and to
convene an extraordinary cougress
of each section of the (. 1. within
the period of one month, to examine
the experience of the strnggle with
counter-revolution and to eclaborate
a program of action for the future;
11. TO convene a democratically
prepared Congress of the €. 1. with-
m a period of two months;

12. Reinstate the Left Opposition
into the ranks of the C. 1., its
sections and all the organizations
that it controls.

AUSTRIAN WORKERS
MUST TAKE OFFENSIVE

1t is necesary to begin to un-
dertake the discussions between the
Second and Third International by
putting the question of Austria in
first place. Everything has not been
lost yet in that country. By start-
ing immediately on the road of
active defense the American pro-
letariat, supported by the prole-
tariat of all the countries of Lurope,
could, by the consistent and cour-
ageous development of the offensive,
arrest the power from the hands
of the enemy; the internal relation
of forces in Austria assures victory.
A red Austria will immediately be-
come a prop of strength for the
German workers. The whole situ-
ativn will change abruptly in favor
of the revolution. The European
proletariat will feel that it rep-
resents an invincible force. And
only this consciousness is necessary
to wipe out all its enemies.

It is the U. 8. S. R. which occu-
pies the central position, in the
struggle with world counter-revo-
lution. 1In this domain, we, Bol-
shevik-Leninists, less than ever,
subscribe to the Dolicy of official
optimism. In the bureaucracy all is
well five minutes before the catas-
trophe. Such was the case in Ger-
many. The same method ig being
applied also for the Soviet Union
but the situation in the first Work-
ers’ state has never been so tense
as at present. The basically false
policy o the uncontrolled bureau-
cracy has thrown the country into
unbearable privation, has brought
the peasantry into conflict with the
proletariat, has sowed discontent in
the working masses, has tied the
hands and fect of the party, h
W}-“dk?n@d all the pillars and props
of the dictatorship. The October
Revolution has no need of “friends”
who sing false hymns and repeat
each word of the ruling bureau-
cracy in chorus., The October Revy-
olution has need of militants who
speak the truth, even if it is harsh,
bu_t who, on the contrary, main-
tain an unshakable loyalty in the
hour of danger,

SOUND THE ALARM:
SOVIET RUSSIA IN DANGER!

as

We sound the alarm before the
world proletariat: the Soviet fath-
erland is in danger! only the
fundamental reform of the entire
policy will save it, The program
of such reform is the program of
the Left Opposition in the U.N.S.R.
Thqusands of its best fighters, at
their head, C. @. Rakovsky, at the
present time fill the prisons and the
Dlaces of deportation of the Soviet

Union. From the tribune of this
congress  we  send our fraternal

greetings to our valiant comrades-
m-arms. Their numboer is growing,
No 51m0unt of perseeution will shake
their courage. In the ditticult days
to come the broletarian dictator-
ship will find in them not only wise
counselors but also devoted soldiers.
_The development of the interna-
tional workers movement, and above
all the European, has reached a
decisive point. The German Com-
munist party is smashed, To think
of re-establishing it on the old basis
and under the old leadership is a
hopeloss utopia. There are defeats
that are unpardonable. The German
Communist party will now be built
O A new hasis.  Only those ele-
ments of the old party, who have
freed themselves from the heritage
of Stalinism can take their place
:mlfmg the builders. Wil] organi-
zational succession be followed in
tpe development of the other sec-
thns of the C. 1. in itg entirety ?
History has apparently not rewn-
dv.red its final verdiet on that. Qne
thmgﬁ is certain: very little time
remains to correct the monstrous
errors. If this time is lost, the
Communist International will

. . g‘o
dowp '1nto history with the glorious
Leninist beginning and the infam-

ous Stalinist end.

We, Bolshevik-Lcninists, propose
to make the experience of the fall
of German Communism a point of
‘departure for the rebirth of all
its remaining sections. We are
ready to concentrate all our forces
to that end. In the name of this
task‘we extend our hang to our
ﬁer_cest adversaries of yesterday.
It is unnecessary to say that in the
battl.e against Fascism, in the de-
fens{ve as in the offensive, the Bol-
shevik-Leninists will occupy their
places of struggle in the ocmmon
ranks as they have occupied them
everywhere angd always.

Under the banner of

! Mar
Lenin, forward for “vorld

the .
proletarian revolution, world




