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Industrial Recovery Act Prepares
NewCapltalrstCnsrsm NearFuture

The National Industrial Recovery
Act, its immediate and its further
consequences, occupy the center of
the American stage today. What
effects does the bourgeoisie want
th¢ new policy to have on the
standards of living of the American
worker, on the reformist and on
the revolutionary trade unions, on
the concentration of capital, on
the relations between capital and
the bourgeois state apparatus? The
new legislation reaches so deep into
th¢ inner machinery of capitalist
organization that the workers must
be on their guard from the very
beginning to resist the new attacks

which the sharpening of thesd new
and extraordinary powerful wea-
pons is preparing.

To begin with a rapid survey of
the economic background against
which the new policy stands out,
wd may summarize the situation as
follows: The first really prolonged
symptoms of an upturn began to
appear last July, with a speculative
boom in securities and in commo-
dities, following on the successful
overcoming of a banking crisis in
the¢ late Spring. The tentative ef-
forts at spontaneous recovery re-
sulted in relatively small increases
in production and trade in the sec-
ond half of 1932, which failed to
hold, but did not réturn to the low-
est levels reached earlier in the
year. By the first quarter of this
year, some signs of a renewal of
th tendency toward improvement
were again perceptible, but were
cut across by the banking crisis
which developed in the second half
of Februarv and culminated in a
nation-wide closing of banks from
March 4 to March 13 Within a
few weeks after the banks had be-
gan to reopen, the tendencies to-
ward recovery again manifested
themselves. From May on, how-
ever, they were powerfully acceler-
atdd by the increasing evidence
that the government was prepared
to make large concessions to those
sections of the bourgeoisie and of
the pdtty bourgeoisie which were
demanding inflation (farmers, ex-
port trade, certain sections of in-
dustry, etc.) The biggest conces-
sion actually made was the ¢mbargo
on gold shipments, which tore the
dollar away from its anchorage to
a gold base, and opened the door
to speculation in the foreign ex-
changes. Along with this came the

provision that banks could not pay
out gold against paper money,
which was generally taken as a
preparation for inflation.

An enormous wave of specula-
tion, both in the markets and in
actual production, was thus added
on top of the “natural” or spon-,
taneous forces within capitalistic
economy making for an upturn.:
To give one instance, steel produc-
tion, which had dropped to 11 per-
cent of capacity, picked up by leaps
bounds to 54 percent, the highédst
figure in more than two years.
Railroad car loadings, which indi-
cate the physical movement and!
consequently the production of
commoditids, increased over 50 per-|
cent in a period of three months.
Electric power 'production, which,
had been 10 percent below 1932 fig-|
ures in the darly weeks of the year,]
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increased sharply, because of the
increased demand from large in-
dustrial users of power, and is at
th¢ moment not far from figures
for the corresponding weeks of 1929
at the height of the boom.

Yet during this whole periotl the
financial basis for the upturn was
not broadening, but narrowing; in
othdr words, not inflation but de-
flation was actually taking place.
The tremendous increase in the
volume of speculative securities and
commodities bought, at rising pric-
s, together with a substantial in-
crease in the physical volume of
goods produced, also at rising
prices, was financed by less money
and less bank credit than had been
in use¢ before the boom started in
April. Actually, money in circula-
tion was about 1 1-2 billions lower,
much more than the 600 millions of
¢old which were added to the
money supply by the return of gold
from private hands to the banks
under threat of punitive measures;
bank credits showed a correspond-
ing econtraction in deposits and
loans.

Yet there was no shortaged of
money, although the demand for
it was greatly increase¢d and its
supply reduced—money ecan still
be obtained on time loans for 1 to
1 1-2 percent a year. It would
seem as if the results of inflation—
higher prices and stimulation of
production—were being obtained
while actually carrying through de-
flation.

The answer to the apparent par-
adox is simply that the existing
amount of currency and of bank
credits is being turned over faster,
that is, that the average velocity

(Continued on Page 4)

SAVE CHEN DU SIU
FROM WHITE TERROR!

We have received the letter
printed below from our Chinese
comrades. The urgent need of in-
ternational action to save Chen
Du Siu from a living death in jail
is  self-evident. KEvery comrade
must agitate among the¢ members
of the International Labor Defense
and the party members for the as-
sumption of responsibility by the
latter in the defense of our brave
class war prisoner

Chiang Kai-Shek must not be
allowed to do away with the found-
er of the Chinese Communist move-
ment! The Stalinists must not be
allowed to sabotage his defense!
Left Oppositionists, get on the job
for the defens¢ of comrade Chen!

Shanghai.—There has been no
news of Chen Du Siu since the re-
port of his laving been sentenced
to 13 years imprisonment, beyond a
brief announcement in the press
that he would appeal against the
senter.ce. Legal processes in China,
being even more siow and involved
than in the ecapitaiist West, it is
not likcly that this appeal, if it
is ever heard at all, will come be-
fore the court in the near future.
In view of the attitude taken up
by the official Chinese Communist
‘arly toward the arrest and trial
of Chen--which was one of uncon-
cealed exultation — the comrades
abroad should do all possible to
keep the matter before the atten-
tion of the workers. ;Wherever
possible, protests against the con-
tinuéd imprisonment of Chen should
be sent to the Nanking government
and published as widely as possible.

C.P.Holds Extraordinary Conference
To Whitewash Bureaucrats’

The defeat of the German work-
ing class by Fascism through the
betrayal of social democracy and
Stalinism has already had its re-
percussions in the Communist Party
of the United States. The revision-
ist policies of Stalinism having al-
ready sapped the main vitality of
the Ameérican party, it was shaken
from top to bottom by this reper-
cussion. The Stalinists do not real-
ize the cause, but they do see the
effects.

An acute party situation has been
revealed. An extraordinary party
conference was cdlled to cope with
this situation. The conference has
issued an open letter to the party
members.

The open letter is the most con-
fused, worthle'ss piece of trash over

‘issued by an extraordinary party

confergnce, It is an attempt to

‘prevent the disintegration setting

in, in the party, at a rapid pacd
due to the defeat of the German
proletariat and the smashing of
the Communist party in Germany.
It is an attempt to cover up, to
prévent a real analysis from being
made, to prevent an understanding,
and to enable the bueraucrats to re-
tain their hold upon the party and
the apparatus.

The party fath¢rs admit that

A Letter from Fascist Germany

One could never have imagined in
his wildest dreams such a trans-
formation of the daily life as Fasc-
ism has brought about. The period
of transition in the workers’ move-
ment is dspecially terrifying. We
speak of the transition period until
the movement has managed to rid
itself of its dregs, the worst of
which are at present the traitors.
The police swoops down daily on
the workers’ quarters. One betrays
another so as to exoneraté himself.
The Nazis penetrate everywhere,

On holidays—and there are 8o
many of them now—the workers
hang out the swastika flag. The
C. P. G. has simply disappeared.
Sometimes dues are still collected,
but that is all. The two issues of
the Rote Fahne (Stalinist organ),
according to which all of Germany
is gripped by strikes, and stands
on the eve of the revolution, have
been received here. They aroused
great resentment everywhere. Some
party comrades who swore by the
“line” as by something holy until
March 5, now speak of the bureau-
crats as of plain charlatans. The
intelligent workers are beginning
to realize that we are now entering
into a long and difficult period.

Of the C. P. G. as such there is
even less to be seen than of the
C. P. G. But often it so happens
that many former adherents of the
S. P. G. are more upright and
honest anti-Fascists than, for in-
stance, some of the C. P. unemploy-
ed. Those elements who have con-
clusively broken with the 8. P. are
very sympathetic to the slogan of

the “new party”, since their con-
viction about the disaster of re-
formist policy has in no case been

accompanied by any conviction in
the *“correctness of the policy” of
the C. P. G.

A few more interesting observa-
tions: When we stroll through the
streets here one is struck by the
fact that the men wear Dbetter
clothes than before, ‘“when dem-
ocracy still existed”, as we always
say here. This is due to the fact
that the poor people, i. e, the
Communists, no longer dare to
creep out of their holes, and when
they do, then they put on their
best clothes so as not to appear
“suspicious”. The coffeechouses and
restaurants of the city are frequent-
ed only by Nazis now. The work-
ers’ Inns and the Houses of the
People are shut down. In the
“ritzy restaurants” the officers fre-
quent, in the others, the lower
ranks. Very often someone starts
singing the Horst-Wessel song
(Nazi hymn). Then all those pre-
sent have to stand up and partici-

PICNIC

Annual Midsummer Picnie & Outing
Sports, Games, Refreshments—
Good Time for AH
Bring your Friends and Comrades
SUNDAY, JULY 23, 1933
_at Tibbetts Brook Park

Dirdetions: Take I. R. T.—Wood-

lawn-Jerome train to last stop

—then take bus and street car
to Picnic Grounds

Auspices: N. Y. Branch—C. L. A.
(Opposition) and Protomagia Club

tion of the
'proletariat.”” Every plenum and

Failure

they are guilty of every crime im-
aginable in not carrying out this,
that, and the other Plenum resolu-
tion. According to their own report
they have failed in every field of
activity. Why has the party fail-
ed? “Because we have not carried
out the Plenum resolution.” What
must the party do to correct these
errors? ‘“The party must increase
its activity, must intensify its work
in the shops and basic industries.”
Such in brief is the sum total of
the open letter of the American
Stalinists.

A review of the party conferences
and plenums since the Stalinists
have had power reveals a whole
series of admissions of failure and
errors—“because the line was not
carried out’—always accompanied
by a conclusion that more activity
is nedded to overcome these short-
comings. From ordinary mistakes
they have at last arrived at extra-
ordinary mistakes, in the present
open letter.

The party is instructed to make
“a RAPID TURN to revolutionary
mass work among the decisive sec-
American industrial

conference ordered a NEW TURN,
they have been constantly turning,
but they have not yet turned the
corner. The “extraordinary” amal-
ysis of class relations in America
on the one hand informs us that
there “is a new severe attack of
the bourgeoisi¢ on the toiling mass-
es,” and on the other hand, that
there is a “serious beginning of a
revolutionary upsurge of the mass-
es.”

Evéry plenum and conference of
the Stalinists had informed us that
there is a beginning or a revolu-
tionary upsurge. This revolution-
ary upsurge of the American work-
ers has confronted us in édvery re-
solution for the last several years
and in this same period the work-
ing class has beenh. driven back in
disorderly retreat by the capitalist
offensive.

If the Stalinists were able to dis-
tinguish the hind end of a class
battle or a revolution from the
front end; or an offénsive from a
defensive struggle, they may be
able to get somewhere, but they do
not.

The further disintegration of
Stalinism on an international scale
after the defeat of the German
party and on the eve of the re-
cognition of the Soviet Union by
the United States is further shift-
ing the party to the Right, to op-
portunism. The retreat from their
ultra-Left course to the Right will
be coyered up with empty phrases
about revolution and revolutionary
upsurge.

The Marxian position of the
Left Opposition on the German
events has gained many new re-
cruits and many more sympathizers
within the party and around the
party for the Communist League
of America. The crack in the
Stalinist apparatus is widening. The‘
open létter of the Extraordinary |
Conference is an attempt to head
off the revolt against Stalinism and
keep it in safe channels, —H. 0.

imN.Y.

New York, N. Y.

all jobless relief by the city ad-
ministration stardd in the faces of
2,000,000 unemployed workers and
their dependents this week. The
question is not yet decided as we
¢0 to press. Only vague promises
of aid from the state government
have been made¢. The situation of
the unemployed remains highly pre-
carious and a desperate tension ex-
ists in their ranks.

The suspension of relief ‘came
about as a result of a financial
crisis due to the sabotage of Relief
Bond sales by the local bankers.
The bonds had been issued by the
city government. The bankers are
intent on cutting down the city bud-
get so_as to enable the administra-
tion to pay them on loans due, or
at least to force concessions profit-
able for them (e. g. a raisée of fares
to bolster up the tractxon interests
they control).

On Monday and Tuesday crowds
of workers milled around the relief
bureaus voicing their protests and
demands and anxiously awaiting
word of the most recent develop-
ments. On Wednesday afternoon
delegations of jobless appeared be-
fore a meeting of the Board of
Estimat at City Hall to present
their deémands to the odministra-
tion. And here, the whole sorry
plight of the organized unemployed
movement came to the for¢. The
delegates did not act in a body.
Socialists appeared separately and
Communists separately. No attempt
was even made to get a united de-
legation with a united program.

The result of this split of forces
was obvious. The Tammany fak-
ers naturally used the one against
the other. While some time ago,
on a similar occasion, they allowed
the socialist Norman Thomas to
speak and djected the Communist
delegation, they this time turned
the tables and permitted the Com-
munist Robert Minor to speak,
while ejecting the socialist repre-
sentatives. The socialists are re-
ported to have protested vigorously
against the “united front betweden
the democrats and the Commun-
ists.” It comes with ill grace from
them. For they were in a similar
situation the last time and may
just as well be the next time. It
is true that Minor did not protest
against their exclusion, but neither
did Thomas when he had ocecasion
to. The responsibility for split in
the ranks of the unemployed, which
is of the greatest aid to Tammany
fakerdom, rests squarely upon the
shoulders of both the social re-
formist as well as the Stalinist
bureaucrats.

Minor to the Board of Estimate:
“Now Comrades....”

It is of special intdrest to rev-
olutionary workers to observe how
the delegate from the party-con-
trolledq unemployed ecouncil acted.
Minor’s address to the Board of
Kstimate was the purest reformism
and did not breathe a breath of
th¢ revolutionary spirit of Comyf
munism. On the contrary, it serves
to breed further dangerous illusion
among the broad masses as to pos-
sibilities of permanent relief from
their miseries under capitalist gov-
ernment. He restricted himself al-
most exclusively. to a statement of
immediate demands, mnever once
even touched upon the Communist
class struggle position. It could
not be otherwise. -Under the guise
of revolutionary phrases, under the
guise of “struggle against social
Fascism”, the Stalinist leadership
is maikng a new Right turn whose
opportunist trappings hit the rev-
olutionary worker right in the eye.

So engrossed did Minor become
in his “positive, constructive” op-
portunist program that he forgot at
one point before whom he was pre-
senting it and broke out into the
appelation: ‘“Now, comrades....”
amid the smiles of th¢ Tammany
racketedrs. He barely caught him-
self in time.

The whole position of the Stalin-
ists flows from their past line.
Their rejection of the Leninist uni-
ted front and their “third period”
unionization program has left them
divorced from the broad mass with
an artificial, “private property”’—as
to speak-—mass movement on their
hands. TUnwilling to make the turn
toward a correct united front tactic
and union policy because that in-
volves their shaky bureaucrati pre-
stige, and on the other hand, afraid
of losing whatever mon-party forces
they still control, they mimic the
reformists in the uneémployed coun-
cil headed by themselves and capi-
tulate to opportunism within their
own four walls, so to speak. How
else can a spedech like Minor's be
explained?

In the meantime, this policy does
serious damage to the working
class as a whole and discredits the
very name of Communism. What

- the unemployed workers need in!

(Continued on Page 4)
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Columbus Unemployed Confab
Forms Dual National Organrzatlon

HOLD ANTI-FASCIST
STRIKE IN TORONTO

More than 25,000 Toronto work-
drs staged a two hour general strike
against the Hitler regime in Ger-
many. The demonstration which
included a monster parade was
carried though in defiance of thd
ban of the reactionary Bennett gov-
¢rnment against all public mani-
festations of the Canadian working
class. This effective protest of the
Canadian workers is a most fitting
reply not only to the savage mal-
treatment of the militant German
proletariat by the Fascist hordes—
it is a proof of the efficacy of the
united front, under whose auspices
the demonstration was held.

The Toronto branch of the Left
Opposition took a most active part
in the preparation of and in the
demonstration proper. It issued a
epecial anti-Fascist Strike number
of the organ of the Left Opposition
in Canada, the Vanguard. This is-
sue contains an appeal to the work-
ers of Toronto to demonstrate
against the persecution of the Ger-
man workers by the Nazis and at
the same time¢ against the treat-
ment accorded the Canadian work-
ers by the government. It con-
cludes its appeal with a ringing
appeal for international solidarity
to prosdcute the struggle to victory
under the banner of Lenin and

Columbus, Qhio.—The¢ July 4-5
Columbus Conference ended by
creating the National Unemployed
League with an executive Commit-
tee of 22, overwhelmingly domin-
ated by the Musteites.

National Convention

Truax opened the first session as
temporary chairman, giving a long
talk and later introducing Budenz
who also talked at great length on
“united action”, ete. When Coupe
of the Rules and Order Committde
reported how the convention would
be conducted and how many dele-
gates each state would have on the
Praesidium, several delegates who
had been informed that they would
only be sdated as fraternal dele-
gates raised this question. Before
Denniy Batt and A. J. Muste were
able to maintain that the question
of credentials was out of order,
Delegate Newby was able to point
out that the “Call” read as fol-
lows: “Who may come to the con-
vention? Five delegatds from any
organized group of unemployed
workers and farmers.”

After the latter fact was put
squarely before the delegates it
was later necessary that the cred-
entials committee admit that al-
though it did not think that dele-
gates from organizations aftiliated
to the¢ Federation of Unemployed
Workers Leagues of America should
be segted as regular delegates, still
the “Call” was broad enough to

Trotsky !

The coming issues of the Militant
will contain fuller and more com-
plete reports from our comrades on
the scene; on the role that they
played in the strike demonstration
and of the status of the¢ Canadian
anti-Fascist movement to-date.

R
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;vention. Beckew’s question as to

make_them eligible. Whether de-
legates from F. U. W. L. A. units
were to be regular or fraternal
delegates were left up to the con-

whether or not “Truax’s organiza-
tion” was affilinted to the F. U, W.
L. A: was left unanswered while

Stalinists in Bloc with Musteites at

Columbus Meet,

THE UNITED FRONT
FROM ABOVE

The July 45 Unemploymentl
Leagues Columbus Conferences was;
a united front from above between
the Mutseites and the Stalinists.
Weeks before the conference con-
vened the Musteite-Stalinist bloc
was formed with the rank and file
of hqth organizations knowing
nothing about it, The C. P. L. A.
group ran the conference while the
Unemployed Council representatives
sat in as fraternal delegates wait-
ing for the Musteites to pick the
chestnuts out of the fire of the
Ohio conference which was red hot
with flag-waving, patriotic Ameri-
cans who conducted religious re-
vivals in the morning before the
conference opened.

The united front from above call-
ed for a state federation of the
Leagues and Councils; the adop-
tion of the Unemployed Insurance
Bill of the Stalinists; a committee
of fifteen from the Leagues, Coun-
cils and the National Unemployed
Federation; and a conference in
Washington, in December, when
Congress convenes, wheré an’am-
algamation of the unemployed or-
ganizations is to take place.

THE POLITICAL TENDENCIES

The Musteites objected to any
talk of political control or politiial
tendencies. However, they saw to
it that they elected fifteen Muste-
its out of twenty-two on the execu-
tive committee of the Unemployédd
Leagues. Other political tendenc-
ies within the conference struggles
were the Right wing flag wavers,
the socialists, the Lovestoneites, the
Unitéd Workers Party, the Stalin-
ists and the Left Opposition.

THE MUSTEITES

The C. P. L. A. aim to use the
Unemployed Leagues as the foun-
dation for their Labor Party. Op-
position to their Labor party aims
did not come from the Stalinists
who have formed a united front
from above with {hem. Opposition
to the C. P. L. A. by the flag-wavers
in the state conference forced them
to concentrate their energies to re-
tain political control, and for the
time being open agitation for the
Labor party was pushed to the
background.

One must recognize the mass
unemployed movement the C. P. L.
A. have, but at the same time one
must recognize that it is still a
flag-weving, religious, mass mis-
eduecated by Musteism. Much of
th unemployed@ Leagues’ growth can
be accounted for by the fact that
the city and county reactionary
forces are using the Ieagues as
buffers against the Unemployed
Councils.

The Hunger March on Columbus,
led~-py the Unemployed Councils,
was met by the police with clubs
while the Unemployed Leagué's
conference in Columbus was approv-
ed b; the authorities. The “Work-
ers’ Patrol”, éstablished by the
Unemployed Leagues to keep order,

'THE SOCIALISTS

armed themselves with clubs. The
Musteités cannot be accused of,

arming this patrol but they are

guilty of migeducation which led ity. Therd is chaos and inefficiency
Iin the leadership of the strike. The

to this end.

Retard Progress

Steam roller tactics of the stedr-
ing committee of the conference con-
trolled by the Musteitdy equal those
of the Stalinists in methods of
cutting oft opposition, trampling
on workers' democracy and' gagging
the delegates from discussion on the
most vital problgms confronting the
confgrence. When the  Musteites
saw they could not control the con-
terence 100 percent and obtain
what they wanted, they referred
every important question to the in-
coming executive where decisions
would be rendered. A conference
that cannot decide the vital ques-
tions itself and refers such to an
Incoming executive that has not yet
been elected is in reality no con-
ferdnce.

Benjamin of the National Commit-
tee of the Unemployed Councils
made the¢ following statement in
essence: The National Committee
of Unemployed Councils believes
that the¢ delegates of IFederation
units should not be seated, and
regards this convention to be a
convention of Leagues alone. .. Thi
unnecessary statdment  from  th
Councits  was  cousistent  with the
Mustg-Stalinist  bloe policy of re-
carding the F. U, W. I.. A. as an
independent organization from the
Leagues and Councils ¢ven though
represpentatives of the latter move-
ments had participated in the crea-
tion of thd FKederation less than
two months ago.

3ut this statement of the Stalin-
ist Council representative was out
of line with the widely circulated
Coungil resolution begging the Col-
umbus Couvention “to refrain from
setting up a new dual unemployed
organization” and also the previous
plan of the Stalinists  to  send
Council deldeites to the Columbus
Convention and ask that they be
seated. In fact, there were dele-
cates from thd Councils there on
the first and sccond day but they
disappeared quickly after the
Muste-Stalinist caucus on the night
of July 1. At this caucus we know
that the “leaddrs” of the Leagues
and Councils reached an agreement
of which Benjamin’s statement was
a part

For the (louncils not to try to
wet regular voting crddentials
meant that they no longer would
try to prevent the setting up of a
“new deal unemployed organiza-
tion”, that they would not demand
that the League affilinte to the
National Federation. For the N.
C. of the Councils to say through
ienjamin that it does not favor the
scating of deélegates from TFedera-
tion units can hardly be regarded,
s support of the F. U. \W. L. A.
And, when a few minutes later
the Musteites Budenz and Montrosd
used this statement as an argument
against the Federation unit dele-
gatds who were asking to be seated
with vote as well as voice, the
bloe¢ between Muste and Stalinism
was very apparent. IFurthermore,
when_thd Lovestoneite Conners said
that he thought he ~hould be seated
since his organization was not yet
affiliated to the Federation he did
not convined anyone that he was
interested at that time in more
than his own political fate, while
others were fighting for the seating

of all delegatds from any unem-
ployeg organizations, whether af-

filiated to the Federation or part
of the Unemployed Councils.

The voting str¢ngth of the wvari-
ous gtates was set as follows: Calif.,
Pa., and Ohio—10; IlIl.—T7; N. 7.,
N. C, W, Va,, and Wash.—5; Ind.,

The few socialists on hand play-.
ed a negligible role in the confer-
ence. If they did havd policy dif-
ferences, no one found it out be-!
cause their steering committde'
wasted their time mainly on sec-'
ondary points of order.

THE STALINISTS

The united front from above néet-
ted the Stalinists nothing. They
did not obtain the committee of
fifteen, they did not obtain an en-

(Continued on Page 4)

Mo., Mich.,—3; Conn. and N. Y.—1.

Later in the same session I. Am-
ter was given the platform as the
spokesman for the fratdrnal dele-
gates from the Councils. He intro-
; luced the following proposal: “That
this convention shall take steps to-
ward the formation of a PREPAR-~
ATORY COMMITTEE, composed of
repigsentatives of the Unemployed
('itizens Leagues, the Unemployed
Councils, the national Federation
set up in Chicago, with which the

(Continued on PPage 4)

Poc/(etéook W orkerr S trugg[e

New York, N. Y.—The general
strike of the 4,000 pocketbook
workers is spreading day after day
to the non-union shops. The strike
is an ¢xcellent condition. The
strikers are in a good spirit. It
proves that all the talk we hear
from the Right wing leaders that
the workers will not and cannot
fight due to the fact that the bosses
starved out the workers for the
last few years is nonsense. The
workers have been and are eager
to fight to improwe their condi-
tions. It is the Right wing lead-
ership who keep the workers back
from fighting for better conditions.
That is why the employers took
advantage of the last few years and
brought down the conditions of the
workers to the lowest level.

Thq strike of the pocketbook
workers prove that in spite of the
starvation and suffering the work-
ers went through for the last few
years, they are fighting to get back
some of the 'conditions the Right
wing has given to the employers
without a fight,

The Right wing leaders in the
Pocketbook Workers Union as well
as other Right wing leaders look
at the union as their private pro-
perty—they have a monopoly on
the union. They think that the
union is an 8. P. union, 8. P. lead-
ership, and only S. P. speakers are
invited to address the meetings of
the strikers. If the Left wing had
been given a chance to be in the
leading committees of the strike, it
would have been 100 per cent effec-
tive today in New York and vicin-

Left wing must demand represen-
tation in all leading committdes of
the strike, otherwise there is a
danger, as the strike goes on, that
more confusion will develop which
will  demoralize  it. More mass
picketing and demonstrations must
take place in order to show the
employers that not a singld bag
will be made while the strike goes
on

In the last issue of The Militant
there was rdported that through
the militant struggle of the workers
in Morris White shop in New York,
Mr. White was compelled to settle
with the¢ union and concede to the
unions demand. It also said that
the agreement has not been signed.
Last Saturday Morris ‘White back-
ed out and ran to court for an in-
junction instead of signing the
agredment with the union. The
workers of the Morris White shop
are carrying on the fight against
the firm with more vigor until M.
White will be forced to settle with
the union and grant the demands
of the workers. What actually
happened with the settlement of M.
White nobody knows. One thing
is certain and our leaders should
know that diplomaecy and maneu-
vering will not settle strikes. A
strike must be fought in a militant
way till the employers are forced
to grant the demands of the work-
ers. ,We warn the pocketbook
workers again to be on guard and
see¢ to it that similar situations as
the Morris White should not re-

pdat themselves during the strike.

POCKETBOOK WORKERS BE
ON GUARD! —N. F. D.
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Perspectives for American
Class Struggles

(Continued from last issue)

It is a fundamntal teaching of
Marxism that capitalism, once out
of its swaddling clothes, ext¢nds
the scale of production at the same
time as it cous.ricts the available
market. As capital accumulates,
an ever larger share of its total is'

expended on the means of produc-:

tion in proportion to that expanded

P '
for labor power. Competition be-
tween varwus capitatistic units com- |
pels the production of commodities
ut a lower cost, that is, with each
commodity containing a  smalier
amount of necessary labor power.'
ln an effort to do this, more and
more capital is expended for labor-
saving machinery with the result
tnat unempioyment grows, at first
refatively, and aiter, absolutely, as
well. .

For example, th¢ Hoover commit-
tee report, ‘“receunt  liconomic.
Changes’, teils us that the number!
of worke"s ¢mployed in the major
branches of 1udustry (agricuiture,
manutacturing, mining and raii-
ways) in the U. 3. feu from 25,160~
00U N 191820 to 23,428,000 in 1924
206. At the same tilme, production
was increased 18 percent—an in-
crease of 27 percent per worker. in
manufacturing alore the number
of workers tell from 10,780,000 to
9,810,000 and production was in-
creased 22.0 percent—an  increase
0f 34.0 percent per worker. Be-
tween 1v23-29, according to Lewis
Corey, while production. was in-
creasing, unemployment was also
mcrdasing by avout 1-2 millions
yearly, due to the¢ displacement of'!
workers by machinery and other|
technological causes.

On one hand, this process causes
the rate of protit to rall, thereby
compelling the capitalists.to scek to
increase the mass of protit by ex-
tending the scale of operation and'
also to seek to increase the rate
of exploitation or production of’
surplus value per worker by means
of wage-cuts, speed-up, etc., and on-
the other hand, it reduces the num-
ber of effective consumers and the
extent of individual consumption.
1t sets in motion a contradiction
capitalism can never permanently
solve.

Add to this the facts that capi-
talism has already developed its
productive forces beyond the effec-
tive capacity of the world market,
that its national aspects, that is,
its contradictions, competition be-
tween its various units, etc,, are
international in scope, that capi-
talism is in the fourth year of a
violent process which attdmpts to
re-establish temporarily its lost
equilibriumn, that there has bden a
general narrowing of markets due
to unemployment, lowered living
standards and the devdlopment in
many formerly backward countries
of native industrial workers, and
you have a rough picture of the
world situation today.

The United States, as a national
unit of world capitalism, is com-
pelled to find additional foreign
markets. That it will succeed in
this there is- little doubt. It is in
the position of a highly efficient
manufacturing plant competing
with a less advanced onéd. Its su-
perior technique and greater re-
sources, as well as the burden im-
posed on its foreign competitors by
means of war debts and loans, give
it an advantage that cannot be
overcome,

However, as the United States
expands it will do so at the ex-

pense of other exporting powers,
primarily England, thereby height-
ening their internal contradiction
and driving their workers dver
closer to revolutionary action. At
the same time, the prerequisites
for such expansion include a low-
ering of the standard of living of
American workers by all the means
at the capitalists’ disposal as well as
a tightening of the noose of centrali-
zation around the necks of weaker
capitalist enterprises to the point
where ever larger numbers of them
are driven out of existence, thereby
hastening the already rapid and ex-
tensive mnopolization of American
industry.

By the very process of attempting
to escape the effects of its contra-
dictions America will weld its
workers into a class-conscious mass.
As wages continue to fall and un-
employment to rise, the pretty fable
of Apmerican class collaboration
will disappear in favor of a growth
of labor militancy.

In this connection it is well to
remember that the use of militant
action is not alien to American
ghores. America is not devoid of
revolutionary traditions. It has
had many a stormy outburst in the
past and the polifical lag of the
American workers behind their Kur-
opean, brothers can best be ex-
plained not by reference to some-
thing inherently consrvative in their
naturd but rather by the absence of
material conditions necessary to
give their philosophy its proper so-
cial direction.

In conclusion, however, it might
be well to point out that capitalism
will never collapse of its own ac-
cord, As Lenin once said ‘there is
no situation from which there is
absolutely no way out for the bour-
geoisie,” While the shocks of eco-
nomic crises open wide cracks in
the structured of capitalism, to bring
about its collapse more than an eco-
nomic crisis is needed. The work-
ers’ will to revolution must rise to

to establish the dictatorship of the
proletariat in contradistinction to
the present more or less concealed
dictatorship of thd bourgeoisie. A
section of the working class known
as “the vanguard” must have suffi-
cient strength, both  numerically
and ideologicaly, to lead the rev-
lutionary proletariat onto the broad
highway outlinédd by Marx and
Lenin.  And, in the opinion of the
writer, it is precisely this point
which constitutes the fundamental
task of the American revolutionary
partids today. It is one of building
the *vanguard”, of drawing into a
state of revolutionary consciousness
a larger number of American work-
ers, of educating them in the stra-
tegy und tactics of the coming
struggle. Tomorrow the nature of
our tasks may change. But, until
that happens, they must be con-
sidered in their proper chrono-
logical orddr.

) —SIMMONS.

A Half Year sub to the Militant
is $1. On a Club Plan with three
others it is only 50 cents.

N. Y; Doll Workers Win
Demands in Strike

The Doll and Toy Workers (Laf-
ayette St.) won their strike at
the Roscnberg Doll Shop, 48 West
25th St. one of the biggest shops
in th¢ industry.

Recognition of the union, and the
shop comunittee; hiring and firing
in control of the union: and in-
creases in wage scales even for
the girls who scabbed and tried to
:all the police, were, gained by the

militant doll workers after two,
wecks of picketing.

This victory in the first strike
of th¢ seasun has set the workers,
in action, and preparations for
striking another of the big shops is,
under way. On this may hang the:
fate of the negotiations to be car-
ried on betwden the workers of the
Industry and the bosses, under the
provisions of the Industrial Re-
covery Act.

Last Saturday the A. F. L. union
of ¥arulla and Joseph Cannon,
who were defeated in the elections
of officers in the union last year,!
and who thercupon opened up their;
own little private office, caliedd a
mass meeting of the Doll workers,
because, to use their own words,
*They did not want to go to Wash-
ington without any workers to re-
present.”  About twenty workers
and three thugs showed up.

The Doll and Toy Workers Union':
is calling 2 mass meeting Saturday,
July 15th at Stuyvesant Casino.

* * * *

In the struggle of the workers of
Rosenberg Doll Co., as in the pre-
paratory work of the union; in the
printing and distribution of leaf-
lets, in picket line duty, in work
in the office; the Spartacus Youth
('lub, relatively small, played a
more active and prominent roléd
than the Young Communist League,
for all its vaunted ‘activity’.

—A. R.
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Lessons of the Leninist United Front Tactic

I

(Continued from last issue)
AGAINST UNITED FRONT
FROM ABOVE

An opportunist deviation which
is sure to land the revolutionist in
the swamp is the united front from
above. When the leadership of an
organization comes together and de-
¢ides over the heads of their mem-
bership or without the participa-
tion of th¢ membership, except by
bureaucratic decree, what to unite
on and how to unite you can be
assured that wrong start will not
bring the desired results.

The united front between leaders,
the united front from above, is a
denial and violation of the united
front of the working class. The
anited front of the leaders guaran-
t¢es in advance the victory of the
Right wing, the opportunists, and
the labor fakers over the Left
wing, the revolutionists, in the
united action.

AGAINST. THE UNITED
FRONT FROM BELOW .

The Stalinist “Third Period” wumi-
ted front from below is the most
harmful caricatur¢ and denial of
the united front possible. If an
organization desires a united front
on some concrete issues and pro-
ceeds to send the call to all or-
ganizations it is sure it can con-
trol, mechanically or ideologically,
but refuses to send the call to
other organizations of the working
class, because the leaders. of the
othdr organizations are fakers, be-
cause of fear of losing control—and
instead invite the rank and file
alone to unite, over the heads of
their own leadership, thd results
will be a lasting service rendered
to the misleaders and the fakers
and a sédt-back for those who carry
on the united front from below.

It would be excellent if the task
of winning misled workers were
so simple. If the united front from
below were a short-cut to winning
the rank and file from the mislead-
ers, our task would already be an
accomplished fact. This would im-
ply a rapid transformation of a
misled rank and fil¢ into an edu-
cated rank and file which Dhas
shaken off its misleaders and their
petty bourgeois ideology. The edu-
cation of misled rank and file work-
drs is not so simple that it camn be
accomplished by telling them to
unite with us over the heads of
their leaders. The wunited front

B ETWEEN ORGANIZATIONS,
where the leadership and the pol-
icies of the organizations can be
put to a test, to enable the rank
and file to see leaders and pro-
grams in action—that is the way
to ¢ducate and win the rank and
file.

Workers belanging to organiza-
tions have faith in their organiza-
tions and often, their leaders. They
are placed in a position where they
must function THROUGH THE
ORGANIZATION if they desire to
continue as members because of
faith, convictions, (no matter how .
false), or job contrdl. By asking
thdse workers to nnite with us over
the heads of the leaders and the
organization through the  united
front from below, we are telling
these workers to break with their
organization on the one hand, and
giving the misleaders an excuse
for sabotaging united action, on
the other hand. The united front
from below strengthens rather than

weakens the misleaders of the other
organizations. When we invitd the
whole organization and the Left
wing responds and the Right wing
leaders decline, it is far more dif-
ficult for the Right wing leaddrs
to fight the united front than it
is when they have a chance to
ficht united action through the ex-
cuse of the “united front from be-

Letter from Party
MemberExposes
Bureaucracy

It is time that Communists should
openly state their views and aims.
The tactics of the official Commun-
ist party contradict the fundament-
al aspects of Marxism which are
s0 essential for the strengthening
of the party.

The tactics and strategy of Stal-
inism flow not from contemporary
requirements but from complex
system of bureaucracy which bases
itself on an erroneous foundation.
The bureaucracy has advénturistic-
ally anticipated the successful
building of an isolated socialist
society in the U. S. S. R. This in
turn has created a dogma of action
which, stands in fundamental con-
tradistinction to Lenin’s teachings.

I have recently been admitted
into the C. P. where I have come
upon such sitnations ‘that have
dumbfounded me and proved the
impotence of my party which is al-
legedly the leader of the working
class in its struggle for emancipa-
tion. Prior to my admittance I ex-
pounded some revolutionary con-
cepts that coincided with those of
the L. O. I was immediately brand-
ed a “Trotskyite”. This caused a
delay to my entrance into the party.
Only when it appeared that I was
convertdd was I given my member-
ship book.

The bureaurats refuse to polem-
iz¢ against “Trotskyism’” in an ob-
Jective way but immediately de-
nounce it to All new members as
a counter-revolutionary tendency

IFrom these observations I have
learned that the road for success
for an opportunist or a ecareerist in
the party—as a matter of fact,
the internal regime tends to create
these destructive characteristies in
all members above the average in-
telligence—lies in the degred of
the verbal denunciotion of “Trot-
skyism.”

I will do all in my power to force
the C. . back to the correct policy
of the world revolution. I consider
myself a part of the Left Opposi-
tion and will fight for its reinte-
gration into the C. P. where it
rightfully belongs.

I fiymly believe that the theories
and practises of the Left Opposi-
tion will make their way into the
party because they are endowed
with the power of Marxism.
Although I am unemployed at
the present time, just as soon as
I lay my hands on a dollar bill
I will become a regular subscriber
of the Militant which is the only
revolutionary organ that gives its
readers a realistic version of his-
toric facts and a corresponding rev-
olutionary diagnopis. —E. R.

low”—over the heads of the leaders
and the organizations.

THE RELATION OF THE
UNITED FRONT FROM ABOVE
AND BELOW

The united front with leaders
and thd united front from below
are both wrong. A united front
must be BETWEEN ORGANIZA-
TIONS of the working class (or
the working class (or between pol-
itical tendancies, groups and fac-
tions, ecte.) You do not appeal
ORGANIZATIONALLY “from be-
low”. You Dbring PRESSURE on
the organization frem below. You
win the rank and file from below
to force the ORGANIZATION into
the united front. Have the other
organizations elect delégates
through their organizational chan-
nels to the united front regardless
of who are selected as the déle-
gates. You try to obtain Left wing
delegates but you take what you
get—what they eldet. If the or-
ganizations, send misleaders and
betrayers they must be seated in
the ynited front reépresenting their
respective organization.

The dialectics of the united front
between organizations is to win the
rank and file (below) and expose
the leadership in action (above).
This concept of below and above
has nothing in common with *“uni-
ted fronts” put forward under
those labels.

UNITED FRONTS AND
INDIVIDUALS

The united front is not a tactic
to corral a group of prominent in-
dividuals, liberals, and artists, who
do not represent organizations or
political tendencies.

A united front must have its
foundation in WORKING CLASS
ORGANIZATIONS. Such a united
front can use as an auxiliary a few
prominent individuals and friends
of labor. They must play a subor-
dinated role and in no case should
they be given the leadership of the
mcvement.

“GUARANTEE” LEADERSHIP

| OF THE UNITED FRONT

“Join the united front against
the capitalist class under the lead-
ership of the Communists” (the
Stalinist formula)—is the best way
to formulate what is not a united
front. We Communists hope to win
ideological control and leadership
through our superior program, but
no one, not ¢ven those who have
the prestige of the October revolu-
tion, can mechanically obtain lead-
ership of the movement in advance.
United fronts are not called under
our leadership, or any other lead-
ership.

It is wrong for one organization
or political current to set up the
provisional committee and adopt a
draft program and call the other
organizations to the¢ united front.
There are certain exceptions where
emergency demands speed, but
those who take the initiative must
see to it that the program and
leadership is 1l¢ft open to be ‘de-
cided at the conference, where all
working class organizations have
delegates, even though the condi-
tions force the initiative upon one
political current. In fact, one poli-
tical current will always take the
initiative, but this has nothing in
common with the Stalinists, who
interpret this to mean, ‘“under our
leadership”.

(To Be Continued)
HUGO OEHLER
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The Bulletin of the Russian

L.O. Neei

s Your Aid

BULLETIN OF THE OPPOSITION
(BOLSHEVIKS-LENINISTS)
To Readers Who Are Adherents and

to readers who are sympathizers!

The profound crisis through which
the Soviet Union has been passing
for the last few ydars has reached
the decisive stage. The Soviet Un-
ion is in danger. Stalinism is lead-
ing i{’to ruin with seven leagud

boots. Under these conditions the
struggle of the Russian Left Op-
position assumes tremendous  This-

torical significancd. The Bulletin
serves asg one of the most important
weapons of this struggle for the
saving of the October Revolution.
‘Even though it penetratds into the
U. 8. 8. R. in an insignificant quan-
tity of copies, it nevertheless plays
a big role in its life, in the forma-
tion of genuine re¢volutionary ca-
dres. The ideas of the Bulletin
pass from mouth to mouth. Our
task lies in strengthening this role;
in achieving a larger circulation of
the Bulletin in U. 8. 8. R.; in suc-
ceeding in publishing it each month
regularly.

For this we require the help of
readdrs and friends, primarily fin-
ancial help. The Bulletin is forc-
cd to contend with unheard-of dif-
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Spartacus Youth Clu
in Over-Night Hike

The Spartacus Youth Club in-
vitds all friends, sympathizers and
young workers to meet at 126 Bast
16th St., on Saturday, July 15th,
12 noon. We leave promptly on

jour overnight hike.

Be prepared for a slice of genu-
in¢ outdoor life, and bring flash-
lights, blankets, cooking utensils,
et al.

We return Sunday evening to the
headquarters for a social. Music,
Songs, Dancing. All very informal
all very free.

Every Wednesday evening the
Spartacus Youth Club holds g mass
open air meeting at the corner of
7th 8t., and 2nd Ave. Members and
sympathizers, take note.

MINNEAPOLIS PICNIC
Sunday, July 23 Starting 11 A. M.’
Riverside Park on South Side
EVERYBODY WELCOME
Nationally Known Speakers
Auspices: Minndapolis Free
Mooney Conference
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ficulties. It is forbidden not only
by Stalin but also by Hitler and
' Mussolini; it is factually forbidden
 in Roumania, Jugoslavia, Poland,
! Lithuania, Latavia and a few other
countri¢s. The entry and circula-
tion of the Bulletin into these
_countries is tied up with great dif-
iliculti(‘s and expense. Stalin, on
his part, resorts to most ferocious
mdasures to close up the roads for
the  Bulletin into U. S. 8. R. The
Buleetin is forced to seek for new
ways. We are issuning a special
edition of the Bulletin for USSR,
the small size and bulk of which
facilitates its entry into the Soviet
Union. (Upon request, we will for-
ward copies of this edition to our
friends and readers). This edition
as well as the cirenlars we issue
require new resources. These we
lack. Gendrally  there  obtains
among a few readers of the Bulletin
an incorrect conception regarding
the financinl security of our publica-
tion. At no time was this even in
prospect. This issue of every num-
ber is tied up with immense efforts
rand difliculties. But never before
has the Bulletin been in so onerous
a material condition as it is at the
present time. The publication of
the Bulletin itself is being threat-
(en And in the meantime, the
| situation dictates the transition of
“the Bulletin to a monthly schedule,
to appear rdgularly on  specified
dates. The editors of the Bulletin
have set themselves the pressing
task of achidving this, This task
'as well as the guaranteeing of the
existence of the Bulletin in general,

cannot he peérformed without the
decisive and systematic help of
friends and readers. In the past

this help was far from sufficient.
FWithout this help it will be impos-
sibl¢ to speed matters ahead. We
appeal for decisive help and we are
firmly banking upon ‘it.

We ar¢ in need of financial help;
of immediate and regular contribu-
tions. W¢ are in need of new sub-
scribers. All  our friends and

i readers can and must find new sub-

scribers. We are ready to forward
free of charge “sample” copids of
the Bulletin to addresses sent us
by our readers.

We must succedd in having all
subscribers pay for their subscrip-
tions yegularly and promptly.

We must have addresses of book
stores, selling Russian  literature
and papdrs and which would agree
to stock Bulletins on commission
basis (for sale).

We need assistance in the matter
of popularizing the Bulletin; there
should not be a singld city in which
our adherents live and in which the
existence of the Bulletin is not
widely known, and in which it is
not on sale,

Every r¢ader who is an adherent
must take stock of all his resources
and connections in order to help
the Bulletin...We await the re-
sponse! We await financial assist-
ance!

Address all letters and money
rémittances to “The Bulletin Fund”
J. Meichler, 2 bis rue Etienne
Marey, Paris (XX).

.x]\lnbaccount of the sums received
wi e publishe g i
Bulletin.p d regularly in the

Editors of the Bulletin of
..the Opposition—Paris,

W hat StalinismSaid aboutDemocracy
and Fascism

Stalinism did not recognize as
its task, to arouse the working
class against the threatening dan-
ger of Fascism. On the contrary,
the Stalinists took pains to “de-
monstrate” anew day in day out,
that “between democracy and
Ifascism there is no basic differ-
euce.” Nothing was more quali-
fied to make the workers under-
estimate the danger of Fascism
than this distorted formula of
Stalinism.
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They in our ranks who erroneous-
Iy act along the line of a belief in
the existence of a basic contradie-
tion between bourgeois democracy
and Fascism, between the social
democracy and Hitler's party, are
harmful and fatal to the Commun-
ist move¢ment. Indeed, this is our
chief danger.

(Manilsky, Report, XI Plenum
of the 1. C. C. 1., April 1931, Kom-
munistische Internationale, No. 16,
April 1931, page 703.)

From this we draw the first eom-
clusion—that only a bourgeois lib-
eral can construe a counter-distine-
tion between bourgeois democracy
and a Fascist regime, and can as-
sume that we are dcaling here with
two basically different political
forms....

(Manuilsky, Report, XI Plenum
of the K. C. C. 1., Kommunistische
Internationale, N.o 16, April 1931,
page 703.)

The fact that the bourgeoisid is
obliged to suppress the workers’
movement by means of Fascist
methods does not mean that the
upper classes no longer rule as be-
fore. Fascism is not a new kind
of governmental method to be dis-
tinguished from the system of the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. He
who thinks so is a liberal.

(Manuilsky Report, XI Plenum,
April 1931, Komm. Internat. No. 17-
18, May 1931, page 773.)

The Fascist dictatorship offers
no basic distinction from bourgeois
democracy, through which also the
dictatorship of finance capital is

L R

C. P. G. on the decisions of the XI
Plenum  of the E. C. ¢. I, May
1931.)

The Leipzig party convention
coufirmed fully the correctness of;
the resolution of the IX (?) Plenum
of the E. C. C. I, which déclared
that in our parties the counter-pos-
ing of Fascism and bourgeois dem-
ocracy is a liberal interpretation.

(Martynov,, Komm. Internat. May
1931, No. 2, page 895.)

But even worse is the faet that
in spit¢ of the conclusions of the XI
Plenum, in spite of the masterly
clarification of the problem as pre-
sented in the final words of com-
rade Manuilsky, there have ap-
peareéd in our ranks tendencies to-
wards a liberal counter-distinction
of Fascism and bourgeois dem-
ocracy, of the Hitler party and so-
cial Fascism.

(‘Thaelmann, “Some Mistakes in
Our Theoretic and Practical Work”,
Die Internationale, November-Dec-
ember, 1931, page 487.)

Germany demonstrates .... that
the transition of democracy to
Fascism is an organic process,
which does not have to take on
the form of unusual and é¢xplosive
occurrences but can be accomplish-
ed gradually and in a “bloodless”
way.

(Werner Hirsch, “Fascism and
the Hitler Party”, Die Internation-
ale, January 1932, page 28.)

The objedetive situation in Ger-
many is a striking and incontrover-
tibly practical argument against
the liberal counter-distinction be-
tween Fascism and democracy, So-
cial Fascism and Hitler Fascism.—
By no means at all, therefore, is
it the task of Communists to search
with extra-strong spectacles for
any possible differences between
democracy and Fascism.

Werner Hirsch, Die Internation-
ale, January 1932, page 31.)

On the other hand, as the Na-
tional Socialist movement swells
out, the Hitler party, too, offers
stronger support for the bourge-
oisie, This process will soon—at

carried out.

the point where it is strong énough

(Resolution of the C. C. of the

the latést in connection with the

the order of the day the question
ofithe open participation of the
N:}zis in the government. Through
this, the role of the socialist party
of Germany will in no wise be
weakened.

(Thatlmann, “Some Mistakes in
Ol_n' Theoretic and Practical Work”,
Die Internationale, November-Dec-

WHAT STAND DID THE
LEFT OPPOSITION TAKE?

Fascism makes its appearance as
the second represcntative agent of
the bourgeoisie. Like the social
democracy, but to a greater degred,
Faseism possesses its special army,
its particular interests and its own
logic as a movement. We know

ember, 1931, page 485.)

that in order to save and stabilize

FORE

_’.}‘he victory of German Fasc
political history and opens a ne

proletariat of the world, the Lef
ists) criticized implacably the po
Cracy and gave its answers to al
by events.

At present no proletarian r

of Communism. Comrade Oscar
tant and instructive task by col
to subject the clearest and most
given in answer to theoretic an
hand by the Stalinist bureauecr
Opposition (Bolshevik-Leninists
tion of citations will soon find
er. There will be no advance u
migtakes and defeats of the past.

Leninism versus Stalinism

year the Stalinist bureaucracy did
it, to render the Fascist victory caxier.

to the conflict between the two factions raging within the camp

WORD

ism closes a distinct epoch of
w one. In thd course of the past
all that was possible without
Addressing itself to the
t. Opposition  (Bolshevik-Lenin-
licids of the Stalinist bureau-
1 problems as they were posed
¢volutionary can close his eyes
i

scher has performed an impor-
1

ecting and classifying according
inclusive statements that were
d practical questions, on the one
acy, and on the other by the Left
): I hope that this rare collec-
its way to every thinking work-
nless we learn by the tragic
—L. TROTSKY.
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Also in the event that the Nazis
are taken into the government,
there can be no question that the
bourgeoisie will refuse the cooper-
ation of the social democracy in
the carrying out of the Fascist
dictatorship. Die Infernationaie,
Janunary 1932, page 4.)

The XI Plenum of the E. C. C. I.
has swept aside the artificially con-
structed counter-distinction betwden
bourgeois democracy and Fascist
dictatorship. By this it has rend-
ered an invaluable service to the
Communist parties in their fight
against social Fascism. The XII
Pldnum has demonstrated that so-
called “classic” Fascism does not
exi and cannot exist, and that
all confusing theories, basing them-
selves on the history of Italian
Fascism, about the Fascist need of
first striking down the working
class, are bloodless abstractions.

(Schwab, “The Nature of the
Fascist -Dictatorship”, Kommunist-
ische Internationale, No. 10, Janu-

Prussian elections—place again on

ary 1933, page 19.)

bourgeois society in Italy, Fascism
inot_ only had to oppose sharply the
,Social democracy but the tradition-
lal bourgeois parties as well. We
{n}lst not imagine that all the pol-
itical organs of the bourgdoisie
worked in perfect concord. Fortun-
ately things do not work out that
way. Economic anarchy is supple-
mented by political anarchy. Now,
Foo, Fascism, which has been nour-
ished by the social democracy, will
have to smash the latter in order
to reach power,

(Trotzky, “The Austrian Crisis”,
November 1929.)

No matter how true it is that the
§ocia1 democracy, by its whole pol-
icy, prepared the blossoming of
Fagcism, it is no less true that
Fascism comes forward as a deadly
threat- primarily to that same s0-
cial democracy, all of whose magni-
ficence is inextricably bound up with
parliamentary- democratic - pacifist
forms and methods of government,

(Trotzky, “The Turn in the Com-

W hat theLeft Opposition Said about

Democracy

and Fascism

munist International and the Ger-
man Situation”, September 1930,
page 13.)

The XI Plenum of the B. C. C. L!
cam¢ to the decision that it was|
imperative to put an end to those
erroneous views which originate in
“the liberal interpretation of the
contradictions betwcden Fascism and
bourgeois democracy, as well as
between the parliamentary formg
of Jbourgeois dictatorship and the
outright forms....” The gist of
this Stalinist philosophy is quite
plain: From the Marxist de¢nial of
the absolute contradiction, it de-
duces the total negation of any con-
tradiction at all, even of a rela-
tive contradiction. This error is
typical of vulgar radicalism.—What
Next, page 28.)

A contradiction dods exist between
democracy and Fascism. It is not
at all “absolute” or, putking .t
in the language of Marxism, it does
not at all denote the rule of two
irreconcilable classes. But it does
denot¢ different systems of the dom-
ination of one and the same class.
—(Page 29.)

The statement that the transition
from democracy to Fascism may
take on an “organic” and a “grad-
ual” character can mean one thing
and on¢ thing only and that is:
without any fuss without a fight,
the proletariat may be deprived not
only of its material conquests—not
only of its given standard of living,
of its social legislation, of its civil
and political rights—but also of
the basic weapon whereby thesd
were achieved, that is, its organi-
zations. The “bloodless” transition
to Fascism implies under this ter-
minology, the most frightful capi-
tulation of the proletariat that can
be conceived. (Page 36.)

In a Fascist regime, at least dur-
ing its first phase, capithl leans
on the petty bourgeoisie which de-
stroys the organizations of the pro-
letariat. Italy, for instance! Is
there a difference in the “class
content” of these two regimés? 1If
the question is posed only regards
the ruling class, then there is no

count the position and inter-relation
of all classes, from the angle of the
proletariat, then the difference ap-
g:n)rs to be quite enormous. (Page

In order to try to find a way out,
the bourgeoisie must absolutely rid
ftself of the pressure exerted by the
workers’ organizations, these must
teeds be eliminated, destroyed, ut-
terly crushed.

At this juncture the historic role
of Fascism begins., It sets on its
feet those classes that are imme-
diately above the proletariat and
who are d¢ver in dread of being
_forct‘d down into ranks; it organ-
1zes and militarizes them at the
expense of finance capital, under
the cover of the official govdrnment
a‘nd it directs them to the extirpa:
tion of proletarian organizations
from the most revolutionary to thé
mo~ conservative.

‘ascism is not merely a system
of reprisals, of brutal force, and
O,f police terror. Fascism is a par-
ticular governmental system based
on the uprooting of all elements of
pro}et,arian democracy within bour-
Zeols society. The task of Fascism
lies not only in destroying the Com-
{nnmst advance guard but in hold-
Ing the entire class in g state of
enforced disunity. To this end the
.physiqal annihilation of the ;nost
revolutionary section of the work-
ers does not suffice. It is also nec-
essary to smash gll independent
and. Yyoluntary organizations, to de-
molish all the defensive bulwarks
of the proletariat, and to uproot
whatever has been achieved during
three quarters of g century by the
social democracy and the trade un-
tons. For, in the last analysis, the
Communist party also bases itself
on these achievements.

—(What Next?, Pj
EDITOR’S NOTE—The com oiiatin
(_)f quotations publisheq hérewith
is taken from the German pam-
phlet Leninism Against Stalinism
prepared by comrade Oskar Fis-
cher and publisheq by the Ger-
man Left Opposition. Other parts
of this pamphlet will be reprint-

diffédrence. If one takes into ac-

ed in subsequent issues,
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After the German Catastroph

The imperialist epoch, in Europe
at least, has been one of sharp
turns, in which politics has acquir-
ed an extremely mobile character.
At each turn the stakes have béen,
not some partial reform or other,
but the fate of the regime. On
this, fact the exceptional role of the
revolutionary party and of its lead-
ership is based. If, in the good
old days when the social democarcy
grew regularly and uninterrupted-
ly, lik¢ the capitalism which nour-
ished it, the leadership of Bebel
resembled a general staff tranquilly
elaborating plans for a war in the
indefinit¢ future (a war that per-
haps might not come after all),
under present conditions the Cen-
tral Committee of a revolutionary
party resembles the¢ field headquar-
ters of an army in action. The
strategy of the study has been re-
placed by the strategy of the bat-
tle¢ field.

The struggle against a central-
ized enemy demands centralization.
Trained in a spirit of strict dis-
cipline, the German workers assi-
milated this idda with renewed
vigor during the War and the poli-
tical convulsions which followed it.
The workers are not blind to the
defects of their leadership, but
none of the¢m as an individual is
able to shake off the grip of the
organization. The workers as a
whole consider it better to have
a strong leadership, ¢ven if a faulty

one, than to pull in different direc-

tions or to resort to “free-lance”
activities. Never before in the his-
tory of humanity has a political

staff played so important a role’
or borne such responsibility as in
the present epoch.

The unparalleled deféat of the
German proletariat is the' most
important event since the conquest
of power by the Russian proletariat.
The first task on the morrow of the
defeat is to analyze the policy of
the leadership. The most responsi-
bleé leaders (who are, heaven be
praised, safe and sound) point with
pathos to the imprisoned rank and
file executors of their policies in
order to suppress all criticism. We
can only meet such a spuriously
sdntimental argument with con-
tempt. Our solidarity with  those
whom Hitler has imprisoned is un-
assailable, but this solidarity does
not extend to accepting the mis-
takes of the leaders. The losses
sustained will be justified only if
the ideas of the vanquished are ad-
vanced. The preliminary condition
for this is courageous criticism.

For a whole month not a single
Communist organ, the Moscow
Pravda not excepted, uttered a
word on the catastrophe of March
5. They all waitdd to hear what
the Praesidium of the Executive
Committee of the Communist Inter-
national would say. For its part
the Praesidium oscillated betwéen
two contradictory variants: ‘“The
German Central Committee led us
astray,” and ‘“the German Central
Committed pursued a correct pol-
icy.” The first variant was ruled
out: the preparation of the catas-
trophe had taken place under the
eyes of dverybody, and the contro-
versy with the Left Opposition that
preceded the catastrophe had too
clearly committed the leadéers of the
Communist International. At, last
on April 7, the decision was an-
nounced: “The political line....of
the Central Committee, with Thal-
mann at its head, was completely
correct up to and during Hitler's
coup d’Etat.”” It is only to be re-
gretted that all those who were
dispatched into the beyond by the
Fascists did not learn of this con-
soling affirmation before they died.

The resolution of the Praesidium
does not attempt to analyze the
"policy of the German Communist
party—which was, above all else,
to have been expected—but consti-
tutes another in the long series of
indictments against the social dem-
ocracy. It preferred, we are told,
a coalition with the bourgeoisie to
a coalition with the Communists;
it evaded a real struggle against
Fascism; it fettered the initiative
of the masses; and as it bad in
its hands the ‘“leadérship of the
mass, labor organizations,” it suc-
ceeded in preventing a  general
strike. All this is true. But it is
nothing new. The social dem-
ocracy, as the party of social re-
form, exhausted the progressiveness
of its mission, as capitalism was
transforming itself into imperialism.
During the war the social dem-

ocracy functioned as a direct in-|

strument of imperialism. After the
War it hired itself out officially as
the family doctor of capitalism. The
Communist party strove to be its
grave-digger. On whose side was
the whole course of development?
The chaotic state of international
relations, the collapse of pacifist
illusions, the unparalleled crisis
which is tantamount to a great war
with its aftermath of epidemics—
all this, it would seem, revealed
the decadent character of European
capitalism and the hopelessnéss of
reformism.

Then what happened to the Com-
munist party? In reality the Com-
munist International is ignoring
one of its own sections, even though
that section rallied some 6 million
votes in the election. That is no
longer a mere vanguard;.it is a
great indépendent army. Why, then,
did it take part in the events only
as a yictim of repression and po-
groms? Why, at the decisive hour,
did it prove to be stricken with
paralysis? Thered are circumstances
under which one cannot withdraw
without giving battle. A defeat
may result from the superiority of
the enemy forces; after defeat one
may recover. The passive surren-
der of all the decisive positions
reveals an organic incapacity to
fight which does not go unpunished.

AnHistorical Evaluation
of the Events by
Leon Trotsky

policy of the Communist Interna-
tional was correct “before as well
as during the coup d’¢tat.” A cor-
rect policy, however, begins with a
correct appraisal of the situation.
Yet, for the last four years, in fact
up to March 3, 1933, we heard day
in and day out that a mighty anti-
Fascist front was growing uninter-
ruptddly in Germany, that Nation-
al Socialism was retreating and
disintegrating, and that the whole
situation was under the aegis of

the revolutionary offensive. How
could a policy have been eorrect
when the whole analysis on which
it was based was knocked over like
a house of cards?

The Praesidium justifies the pas-
sivd retreat by the fact that the
Communist party, “lacking the sup-
port of the majority of the work-
ing class”, could not engage in a
decisive battle without committing
a crime. Nevertheless, the samé re-
solution considers the July 20 call
for a general political strike as
deserving special praise, though for
some unknown reason it neglects
to mention an identical call of
March 5. Is not the general strike
a “decisive struggle”? The two
strike calls wholly corresponded to
the obligations of a ‘leading role”
in the “anti-Fascist united front”
under the conditions of the “revolu-
tionary offensive” Unfortunately,
the strike calls fell on deaf ears;
nobody came out and answered
them. But if, between the official
interpretation of events and the
strike calls on the one hand, and
the facts and deeds on the other,
there arises such a erying contra-
diction, it is hard to wunderstand
wherein a correct policy can be dis-
tinguished from a disastrous one.
In any case, the Praesidium has
forgotten to explain which was cor-
rect the two strike calls or the
indifference of the workers to them.

But perhaps the divistion in the
ranks of the proletariat was the
cause for the defeat? Such an ex-
planation is created dspecially for
lazy minds. The unity of the pro-
letariat, as a universal slogan, is
a myth. The proletariat is not
homogeneous. The split begins with
the pplitical awakening of the pro-
letariat, and constitutes the mech-
anics of its growth. Only under
the conditions of a ripened social
crisis, when it is faced with the
seizur¢ of power as an immediate
task, can the vanguard of the pro-
letariat, provided with a correct

policy, rally around itself the
overwhelming majority of its class.

But the rise to this revolutionary
peak is accomplishéd on the steps
of successive splits.

It was not Lenin who invented
the policy of the united front; like
the split within the proletariat,
it is imposed by the dialectics of
the eclass struggle. No successes
would be possible without tempor-
ary agreements, for the sake of ful-
filling immediated tasks, among
variovs sections, organizations and
groups of the proletariat. Strikes,
trade unions, journals, parliament-
ary elections, street demonstrations
demand that the split be bridged
in practice from time to time as
the need arises; that is, they de-
mand a united front ad hoe, even
if it do¢s not always take on the
form of one. In the first stages of
a movement, unity arises episodical-
ly and spontaneously from below,
but when the masses are accustom-
ed to fighting through thelir organi-
zations, unity must also be estab-
lished at the top. Under the con-
ditions existing in advanced capi-
talist countries, the slogan of “only
from below” is a gross anachron-
ism, fostdred by memories of the
first stages of the revolutionary
movement, especially in ‘Tsarist
Russia.

At a certain level, the struggle
for unity of action 1is converted
from an elementary fact into a tac-
tical task. The simple formula of
the united front solves nothing. It
is not only Communists who appeal
for unity, but also reformists, and
even Fascists. The tactical appli-
cation of the united front is sub-
ordinated, in every given period, to
a4 definite strategic conception. In
preparing the revolutionary unifica-
tion of the workers, without and
against reformism, a long, persist-
ent and patient experience in ap-
blying the united front with the
reformists is necessary; always, of
course, from the point of view of
the final revolutionary goal. It is
precisely in this field that Lenin
gave us incomparable examples.

The strategic conception of the
Communist International was false
from beginning to end. ‘The point

of departure of the German Com-
munist party was that there ig
nothing but a2 mere division of

labor between the social democracy
and Fascism, that their interests
are similar if not identical. Instead
of helping to aggravate the discord
between Communism’s principal
political adversary and its mortal
foe—for which it would have been
sufficient to proclaim the truth
aloud instéad of violating it—the
Communist International convine-
ed the reformists and the Fascists
that they were twins, it predicted
their conciliation, embittered and
repulsed the Social Democratic

News from Workers in Naziland

LETTER FROM HAMBURG

Our groups shows good advances
hdre for the past few months, Few
connections with C. P, G. and 8. P.
G. units have been established.
There has not been any loss in
numbers. Illegal work has  been
carried on smoothly, with only one
comrade arrested for our special
work. All other arrests have taken
place on account of work in the
party and the mass organizations.
Our group is publishing its organs
r¢gularly. The composition of our
group has been improved consider-
ably in the last months by a growth
in the number of factory workers.

Insofar as the party work is con-
cerned, it must be said that its
disintegration is being hastened by
heavy blows dealt through spies.
The most notorious of these cases
is the case of a certain Kaiser.
Kaiser was a leading functionary
among the unemployed on the wa-
terfront. A member of the District
leadership of the party and of the
defense organizations, he always
kowtowed to the top leadership.
Today Kaiser is a leading collabor-
ator of the state police. Recently
he declardd on oath before a court
that he had been for two years a
functionary of the information de-
partment of the National Socialist
German Labor Party (Fascists)!
Further, that he carri¢d out the
orders of these people exclusively
within the ranks of the Communist
party. It is also possible for a
healthy party to contain within its
ranks a number of spies and for
these spies to attain positions with-
in it. But this Kaiser is a lum-
penproletarian type, with whom
any decent worker will have noth-
ing to do. Only the inner-party re-
gime brought him to the top. This

skunk is responsible for hundreds
of arrests and raids. Rumors arg
spreading in the party ranks that!
other ledading functionaries are
spies. It is rarely possible to test
out these rumors, but they cause
terrible confusion. In the last
days of April the party was dealt
a particularly heavy blow. In two
days, 6 big printships were dis-
covered and material worth several
hundred thousand marks confisc-'
ated. The whole manner of the
action showed that it was the work
of a spy in the apparatus.

About the “Revolutionary”
Storm Troopers

There is a wide-spread
tion among party members
that the S. A, méen
Storm Troopers) ared revolutionary.
The comrades are of the opinion
that in the future struggles it will
not be the masses included in the
preésent labor organizations
will play the decisive role, but the
disillusioned S. A. men, who will

concep-
here:

The Praesidium tells us that the

put the rope around the neck of

(Hitlerite

that| counts and articles for publication

Fagcism. There are united front
formations here with the Black
Front, some collaboration has al-
ready taken place.

In the transport concerns  the
“equalization” action brought with-
in it a mass discharge of R. G. O.
(Red Trade Union Opposition)
members. Some 4 weeks later a
great many of those discharged
were rehired. In some concerns
(e. g., the stockyards), R. G. O.
functionaries were made commis-
sarial factory councillors, natural-
ly after the inevitable ‘“equaliza-
tion”.

The confusion in the party is in-
creased by all sorts of clique fights
among the D, E. C. leadership. The
confidence of the membership in
the top leaders is very low. Many
units r¢fuse to remit dues up high-
er. In many cases, comrades who
formerly shunned the sight of
“Trotskyists”’, come to us for ad-
vice. It is also not unusual for
tunctionaries to request the colla-
boration of our comrades. The
party comrades come to our discus-
sions and ask us for material. All
this forces the bureaucracy to call
medtings at which they aim to
“deal a flnal blow against Trot-
skyism”.

The S. P. G.

The disintdgration of the 8. P. G.
proceeds apace. The workers and
officials of the state concerns has-

tened to leave it so as not to
los¢ out by equalization. The
trade union bureaucracy acted

especially shamefully in this town.
After the arrests of May 2, they
were soon reldased on pledges to
cooperate. All trade union func-
tionaries left the socialist party in
a body. If they are not yet mem-
bers of the Nazi party, that is not
their fault.

But in spite of its capitulation,
the 8. P. G. still attracts many
good proletarians. This has been
expressed in 10 May Day meetings
attended by 100 to 150 men on an
average. Af the funeral of the de-
puty Biedermann, who was murder-
ed by Fascists, about 2000 social
democratic workers gathered. As
we have heard from 8. P. G. cir-
cles, a Left wing is soon to split
away under the leadership of sev-
eral functionaries with the perspec-
tive of the creation of a new In-
dependent Social Démocratic Party.
Whatever leaflets have been put
out by the S. P. G. recently came
through the initiative of this
group. Our comrades have estab-
lished connections with it.

All comrades sending in news ac-

in the Militant are requested to
prepared typed copy, triple spaced.

workers and consolidated their re-
sformist leaders. Worsd yet: in
every case where, despite the ob-
stacles presented by the leadership,
local unity committes for work-
ers’ defense were created, the bu-
rdaucracy forced its  representa-
tives to withdraw under threat of
expulsion. "It displayed persistency
and perseverance only in sabotag-
ing the united front, from above
as well as from below. All this it
did, to be sure, with the best of
intentions.

No policy of the Communist party
could, of course, have transformed
the_social democracy into a party
of the revolution. But neither was
that the aim. It was necessary to
exploit to the limit the contradic-
tion between réformism and Fasc-
ism—in order to weaken Fascism,
at the same time weakening reform-
ism by exposing to the workers the
incapacity of the Social Democratic
leadership. These two tasks fused
naturally into one. The policy of
the Communist International bu-
r¢aucracy led to the opposite re-
sult: the capitulation of the re-
formists served the interests of
Fascism and not of Communism ;
the Social Democratic workers re-
mainedd with their leaders; the
Communist workers lost faith in
themselves and in the leadership.

The masses wanted to fight, but
they werd obstinately prevented
from doing so by the leaders. Ten-
sion, uneasiness and finally disori-
entation disrupted the proletariat
from within. It is dangerous to
keep molten metal too long on the
fire; it is still more dangerous to
keep society too long in a state of
revolutionary crisié. The petty bour-
geoisie swung over in its over-
whelming majority to the side of
National Socialism only because
the proletariat, paralyzed from
above, proved powerless to lead it
along a different road. The ab-
sence of resistance on the part of
the workers heighten¢dd the self-
assurance of Fascism and diminish-
ed the fear of the big bourgeoisie
confronted by the risk of civil war.
The inevitable demoralization of
the Communist detachment, increas-
ingly isolated from the proletariat,
réndered impossible even a partial
resistance. Thus the triumphal
procession of Hitler over the bones
of the proletarian organizations
was assured.

The falsd strategic conceptions
of the Communist International
collided with reality at every stage,
thereby leading to a course of in-
comprehensible and inexplicable
zigzags. The fundamental princi-
ple of the Communist International
was: a united front with the re-
formist leaders cannot be permit-
ted! Then, at the most ecritical
hour, the Central Committee of the
German Communist party, without'
explanation or preparation, appeal-
ed to the leadeérs of the social dem-
ocracy, proposing the united front
as an ultimatum: today or never!
Both leaders and workers in the
reformist camp inteérpreted this
step, not as the product of fear,
but, on the contrary,.as a diabolical
trap. After the inevitable failure
of an attempt at compromise, the
Communist International ordered
that the appeal be ignored and the
very idea of a unitéd front was
once more proclaimed counter-rev-
olutionary. Such an insult to the
political consciousness of the mass-
es could not pass with impunity. If
up to March 5 one could, with some
difficulty, still imagine that the
Communist International, in its
fear of the enemy, might possibly
call upon the Social Democracy, at
the last moment, under the club of
the enemy—then the appeal of the

joint action to the Social Democra-
tic partids of the entire world, in-
dependent of the internal conditions
of each country, made even this
explanation impossible. In this
belatédd and worldwide proposal for
a united front, when Germany was
revealed by the flames of the
Reichstag fire, there was no longer
a word about social-Fascism. The
Communist International was even
prepardd—it is hard to believe this,
but it was printed in black and
white!—to mefrain from criticism
of the Social Democracy during the
whole period of the joint struggle.

The waves of this panic-stricken
capitulation to reformism had hard-
ly had time to subside when Wels
swore fealty to Hitler, and Leipart
offered Fascism his assistancd and
support. “The Communists,” imme-
diately declared the Praesidium of
the Communist International, “weré

right in calling the Social Dem-
ocrats social-Fascists.” These peo-
ple are always right. Then why

did they themselves abandon the
theory of social-Fascism a few days
before this unmistakable confirma-
tion of it? Luckily, nobody dares
to put embarrassing questions to
the leaders. But the¢ misfortunes
do not stop there: the bureaucracy
thinks too slowly to keep pace with
the present tempo of events. Hard-
Iy had the Praésidium fallen back
upon the famous “twing”, than Hit-
ler accomplished the complete de-
struction of the free trade unions
and, incidentally, arrested Leipart
and company. The relations be-
tween the twin brothers are not
entirely brotherly.

Instead of taking reéformism as a
historic reality, with its interests
and its contradictions, with all its
oscillations to the right and left,
the bureaucracy operates with
mechanical models. Leipart’s readi-
ness to crawl on all fours after the
defeat, is offered as an argument
against the united front before the
defeat for the purpose of aveiding
the defeat. As if the policy. of
making fighting agreements with
the reformists were based upon the
valor of the reformist leaders and
not npon the incompatibility of the
organs of the proletarian democracy
and the Fascist bands.

(Continued on Page 4)

Praesidium on March 5 proposing|.

The Labor

The national revolution of 1821-
1829 against ‘Turkish aomination
was carried through under the in-
fluence of the ideas of the French
Revolution and financed by the
island bourgeoisie, wihch made its
fortune in the Napoldonic wars and
by foreign commerce, particularly
with Russia. However the long
duration of the struggle. and the
intervention of the Holy Alliance
which prevented the extension of
the frontiers of free Greece so
weakened the Greek bourgeoisie
that for the whole period up till
the beginning of the 20th century
Greek capitalism was unable to
make any signal advances in its
development. Manufacture had
practically been ruined by the war
and the merchant marine which
constituted the principal basis of
th¢ Greek bourgeoisie transformed
into a war fleet for the exigencies
of the revolution was also badly
crippled. The bourgeoisid was re-
placed by landlord elements who
governed the country until the last
years prior to the war.

In 1860 small scald industry be-
gan to spring up in Greece, trade
grew and the merchant marine be-
came more and more important.
Weak bourgdois democratic tend-
encies began to assert themselves
in the political movement and the
bourgeoisi¢ showed some signs of
influence.

The rise of the bourgeoisie began
to take on an accelerated rhythm
at the opening of this century. It
made headway against the landed
proprietors who lost in influence and
in economic strength. In 1909 the
bourgeoisie gave a deémonstration
of its strength. A military coup d’
etat took place in Athens and the
trusted man of the bourgeoisie
came to power without great strug-
gle. With Venizelos as its polit-
ical leader the Greek bourgeoisie
led the Grdek army to victory and
to the annexation of new, rich and
economically well developed terri-
tories (Macedonia, Aegédan Isles,
etc.).

The Balkan wars and the great
war which lasted for Greece till
1922 and ended in the Asia Minor
catastrophe helped the Greek bour-
geoisie to amass a fortune, to cen-
tralize wealth by the expropriation
of the peasantry which bore the
brunt of the war, and which had
to support almost 1,500,000 refugees
who returned without any material
resources to the country.

Through the wealth accumulated
during the war, particularly by the
munition manufacturers Greek
capitalism began to boom. It es-
tablished industrids which now em-
ploy 200,000 workers. Hundreds of
thousands of expropriated refugees
supply the cheap manual labor so
necessary to capitalism. The con-
centration of industry has progress-

Movementin Greece

Economic and Political
Acts of Capitalism and
the Working Class

MMMM‘
are seated in the Council of Banks
and vice versa.

We have in Greece side by side
with backward forms of production
the most developed type of finance
capital. Save two banks, which are
greatly ddpendent upon foreign
capitalist groups, the whole banking
system is bound up with the Na-
tional Bank of Greeec. But the
National Bank also  collaborates
with the Bank of England and with
English capital as did the Habros
during the Balkan wars of 1912-
1913. It shards the surplus valuc
of the country with them. ~Through
its collaboration with Greek capi-
tal, Knglish capital exploits the
huge transport and industrial con-
cessions, etc.

The Greek proletariat, crdated to-

gether with capitalism, has cour-
ageously struggled against the
bourgeoisie. The arrival of the

réfugees in 1922-1923 changed the
composition of the working class
and its conditions of struggle. They
were utilized from the very begin-
ning by Greek capitalism to cut
wages and to beat down thd de-
mands of the other workers whose
unparalleled suffering and wretched
conditions were no better than
theirs. But these young elements.
of a higher cultural formation,
who féll into the vise of capitalism,
soon became the most aggressive
elements and they have conducted
severe battles together with  the
Greek proletariat.

The political and trade union or-
ganizations of the¢ Greek proletar-
iat were immensly influénced
by the Russian revolution until
1923. All the sincere and evén
careerist elements took on a red
coloration. After the reaction and
aide¢d by Stalinism, the revolution-
ary ferment dying down, the re-
formist leaders took control of the
party and the C. G. T. (trade union
center) was abandoned in 1925 to
conservative elements by its leaders
who as members of the party are
now the leaders of the reaction in
the proletarian movement.

The Communist Party

The Communist party was found-
ed in 1918 by reformist elements
who baptized themsedlves Commun-
ists under the influence of the Rus-
sian revolution and the sentiment
of an imminently approaching rev-
olution in Europe. Adventurism
came to the fore in the party after
1922, It formed the basis of Stal-
inism. The Greek Communist party
without ever having bedn a Com-

ed and now the industrial magnates

munist party passed from the stage

Last Whimpers from Scheideman

Philip Scheidemann, the German
social-chauvinist, now safely buried

in Karlsbad, reappeared for a min-';
ute—to offer his apologies in the
N. Y. Times of July 9th. It s:eems|
the Nazis and that dreadful Adolph
have been very nasty—in fact they
have been slanderous. One of the
Nazi lies is the claim that Herr
Scheidemann and the other social
democrats stabbed the army in the
back with a revolution. Instead,
on September 29, 1918, the army
leaders demanded peace because
the army had completely broken
down. On October 16, Wilson made
it clear that he would treat only
with a democratic government,
never with the Kaiser. Only then
did Scheidémann, a member of the
Kaiser’'s last cabinet, and Ebert,
presume to take the¢ power handed
to them both by the old govern-
ment and the revolution. With
these facts Scheidermann defends
himself against “the agitator, Hit-
ler,” who “has continued for fif-
teen years to peddle the legend of
the stab in the back by the Novem-
ber criminals.”

But to whom is Scheidemann
apologizing? Is it to the workers
whom he and the other social dem-
ocratic leaders betrayed on August
4, 1914 into the slaughter and star-
vation of the imperialist war? Is
it to the¢ Spartacists whom the
Council of Commissioners, made up
of Ebert, Scheidemann, Landsberg,
Noske, and Wissel, all Social Dem-
ocrats, killed in December 1918 and
January 1919? Is it to Liebknecht
and Luxemburg who were Kkilled
in cold blood at Noske’s orders?
Not at all. Scheidemann is apolog-
izing to the same bourgeoisie whom
he sérved so faithfully during the
war, whom again and again he
saved from the proletariat during
the years of revolution, whose final
triumph he made possible by dis-
arming the proletariat with parlia-
mentary lies.

But now Scheidemann and all
the boot-lickers of his type are
cast out as useless tools. No long-
er is the Social Democracy able to

accomplish its task of supporting
bourgeois democracy by  holding
back the workers. Instead the

bourgeoisie are using the reaction-
ary storekeepers, white-collar slav-
es, students, and peasants as a
Pascist fist to crush the workers,
destroy all traces of democratic
rights, demolish all workers organi-
zations—including the happy hunt-
ing ground of the Scheidemann bu-
reaucracy the social democracy.

Now the social democrats, who
have been fortunate enough to saved
their hides, fill the places of exile,

ful they were as servants, and mut-
ter impotent threats against their
successor, Hitler. These¢ men who
werg glad in 1914 to support the
Kaiser in the war, now call for a
war against Hitler. Says Scheide-
manp: “It must be the task of the
entire civilized world to paralyze
these adventurers That this may
not exclude a bloody war is self-
dvident.”

After a lifetime of pussyfooting
with the bourgeoisie in Germany
proper, Herr Scheidemann makes
bold—jn his Karlsbad exild. And
even this Karlsbad boldness s
characteristic of the social dem-
ocratic bureaucracy, though it is
only a ddathbed snort: Herr Schei-
demann calls for war against Hit-
ler—not, god forbid, by a mobiliza-
tiof of the world working. class—
but as the “task of the entire civil-
ized world”. In this appeal ik
summed up the beginning and the
end of the bureaucratic physiology:
Too weak, too scared of itself to
call upon the workers to struggle
in time, the bureaucracy to the
very last trust in every other quack
salvation. And when everything is
all over, when the enemy is firmly
entrenched, it takes an order de-
priving them of their pensions to
make the bureaucratic lepers so
bold as to shake off their social-
chauvinism in favor of salvation
“by the entire civilized world”.

The example of Scheidemann is
a deep, though tragic, lesson in
the logic of bureaucratic degenera-
tion. It is necessary once more to
recall that this degeneration began
by the substitution of social-chauv-
inist reformism for the Marxist
conception of the Permanent Rev-
olution. The Stalinist bureaucracy
too, within its own limits and in its
own special circumstances, has al-
ready gone a long stretch of the
road along this same line of degen-
eration. The fate of Scheidemann
should serve as a warning to the
Stalinists, lest they too have to re-
sort to “Karlsbad Boldness”. Com-
munists everywhere must work with
all forces to prevent this and for
the reestablishment of the concep-
tion of Permanent Revolution in

the Communist International and
in the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union —P. M.

OPEN AIR MEETINGS
FOR NEW YORK
Manhattan: 7th St. and 2nd Ave.
every Wednesday night 8 P. M.
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Bronx: 163rd Street and Prospect
Ave,, every Sat. night 8 P, M.
Brooklyn: Pitkin Ave. and Bristol

whimper to their master how faith-

St. (Brownsville) Friday night
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of social democracy to Stalinism.
1ts most noteworthy adventuristic
acts are the following: in 1922 they
werd utilized by the militarists to
explain the shooting of the royalist
ministers. This was also stated at
the League of Nations by the Greek
ambassador at Gen¢va who used
them as an excuse to the imperial-
ists (the will of the workers). In
1923 at the time of the royalist
rising, the party alli¢d itself with
the military government and ap-
pealed to the workers to enlist as
volunteers under the bourgdois flag
to save democracy. In 1925 they
collaborated with the dictator
Panzalos. {In 1926 with the ens
emies of Pangalos, and formulated
the slogan of a “Left republic’ and
pure democracy” which provided a

shicld for the militarist elements.
Theén came the third period. A
logical chain.

Although the party led many

workers struggles during this long
period it could bring none of them
to a successful conclusion, it could
not ecrystallize a new  leadership.
Now the party is a shell of an or-
ganization without a spinal column,
f» has influence over the radicalized
masses who are coming towards
Communism only because it is the
official and exclusive r¢presentative
of the C. I. and the Russian rev-
olution. By maintaining the appar-
atus of the party Stalinism only
compromises the struggles of the
Greek proldtariat by its militarist
slogans which have no basis iu
actual fact and are purely scholas-
tic.
The Left Opposition

The present Left Opposition, the
Communist organization of Bolshe-
vik-Leninists (Archiomarxists) has
its roots in the origins of the party.

At the toundation congress of the
party in 1918 the Left wing clearly
distinguished itself from the re-
formists, and after soméd time it
broke from it, formed the “Com-
munist Union”, published the week-
ly magazine Communismo, organ-
ized its educational, agitation and
propaganda courses, etc. It pro-
grdssed. But after the adoption of
the 2} points by the party and the
persistent recommendation of the
reprdsentative of the C. I. it fused
with th¢ party.

These comrades occupied the
highest posts in the party. A num-
ser of them  degenerated. The

others understood that it was nec-
essury to work for the formation
of cudres and to help the¢ forma-
tion of the Communist party by
its publications and by its activ-
ities inside the party and in the
working class. It was ip! this
sense that the first group met in
the winter of 1921 and e¢laborated
a program along these lines. Edu-
cational work among the proletar-
iat began and was carried on sys-
tematically. This activity was
combined with the issuance of the
magazine Archives of Marxism
which published the classical works
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky
in the Greek language. Up till that
tim¢ no Communist publication ex-
isted in Greece.

The appearance of the magazine
so disturbed the bureaucracy that
the first numbers sold at the 1st of
May meeting in 1923 were torn up
by gangs organized by them. This
was the first hostile act against
this tendency. The movement pro-
gressed.  After- ignoring it silently
expulsions began. They kept dis-
covering  Archiomarxists in the
party till 1925 and expelled them.
The years of 1926 to 1928 were
years of bitter struggle in which
the Stalinists took recourse to ter-
rorist acts to exterminate the Arch-
iomarxists. The present leaders of
the Spartacos group were the or-
ganizers of these attempts. In this
way the cowardly murders of com-
radds Georgopapdatos, a bakery
worker and Ladas, a woodworker,
took place. These workers were
among the best in the cadre of
militants in our times. That we
did not have¢ more victims is only

because we had comrades in the
party who warned us. In Kavilla
powder and revolver cartridges,

meant for us, were seized. Then
came the third period. While the
barty was busy with the conquest
of the streets, there was free
ground for the rebuilding of the
trade unions, so that in 1930 two
revolutionary trade unions in Sal-
onica, Athens and Pireaus

1 were
undeér our influence. On the eve
of our first national conference

fhere were scarcely any trade un-
lon organizations but ours and
the reformists’.

(from La Verite),
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Everyone digests his

eryone will dare write a .
about digestion and blood circula-
tion. Not so with the social sciencés.
Since each person lives under the
jnfluence of the market and of the
historic process in gencral, it is
considered sufficient to  possess
common sense in order to write
exercises on cconomic and espeécial-
ly historico-philosophic thexpes. As
a general rule only “objectives” is
demanded of an historical work. In
point of fact whatevdr does hear
this high-sounding title in  the
language of common sense, has
nothing to do with scientific objec-
tiveness.

The Philistine, especially if he is
s¢parated from the fighting argna
by space and time, considers h{m—
self elevated above the fighting
camps from the mere fact that he
understands neither one of them.
He sincerely takes his blindness
regarding the working of historical
forces for the height of impartially,
just as he is used to considering
himsélf the normal measure of all
things. Notwithstanding their
documentary value, too many his-
torical papers are béing written ac-
cording to this standard. A blunt-
ing of sharp edges, even distribu-
tion of light and shadow, a concil-
iatory moralising, with a thorough
disguising of the author’s political
sympathies, casily secures for a
historical work the high reputation
of “objectiveness.”

In so far as the subject of in-
vestigation ®is a phenomenon as
poorly rsconcilable with common
sense as revolution, this historical
“objectiveness” dictates in advance
its immutable conclusions: the
cause pf the disturbances lies in
the fact that the conservatives were
much too cofiservative, the revolu-
tionaries much too revolution-
ary: the historical excesses call-
ed civil war can in the future,
be avoided if the private owners
will be more generous, and the
hungry people more moderate. A
book with such tendencies has a
good effect on the nerves, espgcially
during an. epoch of world crisis.

The. gemand of science, and not
of a parlor-philistine “objectives”,
really is that one should expose the
social conditioning of historical
events, ho matter how unpleasant
they may be for the nerves. His-
tory is not a dumping-ground for
documents and moral maxims. Bds-
tory is a sciencd no less objective
than physiology. It requires not a
hypocritical “ympartiality” but a
scientific method. One can accept
or reject the materialistic dialectic
as a method of historical science,
but on¢ must reckon with it. Sci-
entific objectiveness can be and
must be lodged in the very method
itself. If the author did not man-
age its proper application it must
be pointed out exactly where.

I attempted to base my History
not on my own political sympath-
ies, but on the material foundations
of society. Revolution I considered
as the process, conditioned by all
the past, of the direct struggle of
classes for power. The center of
attention for me was those changes
in the consciousness of the classes
taking place under the effect of the
feverish tempo of their own strug-
gle. 1 considered political parties
and political agents in no other
light than that of mass shiffs and
clashes. Four parallel processes
conditioneéd by the social structure
of the country formed thus the
background of the whole narrative;
the evolution of the consciousness
of the proletariat from February to
October; the changée of the moods
in the army; a growth of the pea-
sant vindictiveness; the awakening
and insurgence of the oppressed
nationalitiés. By revealing the
dialectic of the consciousness of
masses thrown out of equillibrium,
the author ought to give the near-
est immediate key to all the évents
of the revolution.

Historical Objectiveness..

food and]solation in the pages of history;
oxygenates his blood. But not ev-ljust as some people seek shelter
thesis from the blows of ddstiny in rom-

autic literature. But the last thing
the author had in mind was to in-
terpret in his book the verdict of
the historical process itself. The
offend¢d persons themselves, by the
way, in spite of the fifteen or six-
teen years which they have had at
their disposal, have never attempt-
cd to explain the causes of Wwhat
happened to them. The White emi-
gration has not produced one sin-
gle historical work worthy of the
name. The cause of its misfortunes
it still tries to find in ‘“German
gold”, the illiteracy of the masses,
the criminal plots of the Bolshe-
viks. The personal irritation of the
apostles of objectiveness—I1 trust
this is indisputable—must necessar-
ily be the sharper, the more con-
vincingly the historical narrative
reveals the inevitability of their de-
struction and their want of any
hope for the future.

The more cautious of these polit-
ically disappointed -critics often
disguse the source of their annoy-
ance in complaints to the effect
that the author of the History per-
mits himself to use¢ polemics and
irony. That, they seem to think,
is beneath the dignity of the scien-
tific guild. But revolution itself is
a polemic become a mass action.
Nor is irony lacking to the histor-

cal) sorting and cleaning. The in-
dividual he reduced to the social,

the particular to the general, the
subjective he confronted with the
objdctive. This is exactly what
history consists of in our opinion
as a science.

There exists a quiet special
group of critics who are offended
personally for Stalin, and for whom
history outside of that question
does not e¢xist. These people con-
sider themselves ‘“friends” of the
Russian revolution. In reality they
are merely attorneys for the Soviet
bureaucracy. That is not the same
thing. The bureaucracy grew
stronger as the activity of the
masses weakened. The power of
the bureaucracy is an expression of
the reaction against the revolution.
It is true that this reaction is
still developing on the foundations
laid by the October revolution, but
even so it is a reaction. The at-
torneys of the bureaucracy are
often attorneys of the anti-October
reaction. This is not altered by the
fact that they perform their funec-
tions unconsciously.

Like shop-keepers grown rich
who create for themselves a new
and more suitable geneology, the
burdaucratic class which grew out
of the revolution has created its
own historiography. Hundreds of
rotary presses are at its service.
But its quantity does not make up
for its scientific quality. Even to

ical process; during a revolution it
can be measured in millions of
horse-power. Speeches, resolutioys,
letters of those taking papt, #s
wdll as their subsequent recollec-
tions, have necessari}y a polemic
character. There is ngthing easier
thuan to ‘“reconcile” all this chaos
of bitter struggle of interdsts and
idecas according to the method of
the golden mean; there is also
nothing more fruitless. The author
strove to define the true relative
might in the course of the social
struggye of all opinions, slogans,
promises and demands by means of
a critical (or, if you wish, polemi-

please the most disinterested friends
of the Soviet authorities, I could
not leave untouched those historic
legends which are perhaps very
flattering to the vanity of thd bu-
reaucracy, but which nevertheless
have the misfortune to contradict
facts and documents.

I shall confine myself to one sin-
gle eyample which, as it seemns to
me, well illustrates the matter. A
number of pages in my book are de-
voted to refuting the fairy-tale
created after 1924 to the effect that
I attempted to postpone the armed
insurrection until after the Con
gress of Soviets, while lenin, it

Recovery Act

(Continued from Page 1)

of circulation of money is being
greatly increased. The outstand-
ing fact in this connection is the
rapid return of money from hoard-
ing. Just as hoarding tends to
slow up the speed of movement of
money, by freezing up part of it,
s0 the return of money from hoard-
ing, scared by the reality of rising
prices and lower purchasing power
of money, and by the prospects of
inflation, tends to increase the aver-
age speed of movement of money.
This means that the same amount
of money does more work, can fin-
ance the movement of a larger vol-
ume of goods and of speculative
transactions, and has for a time
the same effect as if a larger amount
of money were moving at a slower
rate, in other words. as if there
were an actnal inflativnary increase
of the money supply. The low
level of interest rates expresses the
fact that the available money is
pléntiful for the purposes for which
it is being used.

That this state of .affairs will last
for a very long time is more than
doubtful, however. In the first
place, a large part of the increase
in production is not moving into
channels of consumption, but re-
presents a speculative accumulation
of raw  materials, semi-finished
goods and finisheéd products all
along the line between producer
and market. As long as each buy-
er in the chain continues to buy,
not because he wants the product
itself but because he sees in-it a
means to profit out of the expected
further increase of price, the in-
creased volume of commodities

A literary work is “truthful” or keeps moving. At the first setback,
artistic when the inter-relations of|0Wever, when hopes and anticipa-

the heroes develop, not according
to the author’s desires, but accord-
ing to the latent forces of the char-
acters and setting. Scientific knowl-
eédge differs greatly from the art-
istic. But the two also have some
traits in common, defined by the de-
pendence of the description on the
thing described. An historical work
is scientific when facts combine in-
to one whole process which, as in
life, ljves according to its own in-
terior laws.

Is the depiction of the classes of
Russia trueé? Do these classes
through their parties and politie-
ians talk their own language? Do
the events—naturally, without be-
ing forced—go back to the social
source, i. e. to the struggle of liv-
ing historic forces?
general conception of the revolu-
tion conflict with actual facts? I
must admit with gratitude that a
large number of critics have ap-
proached my work precisely from
the standpoint of these really ob-
Jective, i. e, scientific criteria.
Their critical remarks may be
right or wrong, but the great maj-
ority of them are fruitful.

It is not accidental, however,
that those critics who miss ‘“‘ob-
jectiveness” neglect completely the
problem of historic determinism.
They are really complaining about
the “injustice” of the author to-
ward his opponents, as if it were
a question not of scientific research,
but of a school report-card with
marks for good conduct. Ond &f
the critics is offended for the mon-
archy, another for the liberals, a
third for the compromisers. Since
the sympathies of these critics got
nefither recognition nor indulgence
from the actual reality in 1917,

Does thdjtion.

tions are confronted sharply with
the real absorptive power of con-
sumers’ markets, the level of pro-
duction previously established turns
out to be ¢xcessive, in other words,
is revealed to be an overproduction,
and the basic cause of crises, the
production of commodities “as if
limited only by the productive po-
wers of society, and not the actual
power to absorb goods under the
conditions of capitalism”, is re-
produced.

Wages have not gone up dxcept
in ixolated instances, and practic-
ally nowhere in proportion to the
increased prices of goods or their
physical volume. Nor has the num-
ber of workers employed increased
in anything like the same propor-
The prerequisitds to a sud-
den sharp crisis are therefore con-
tained in the present situation.

The paradoxical situation with
réspeet to money, which has mask-
ed the looming crisis by enabling
deflating banking situation to per-
form as if it were being
obviously cannot last. It is estim-
ated that at the height of the crisis,
with money in circulation at about
7 1-2 billion dollars, some 2 1-2
billions represented hoarding. When
the hoarded money has all com¢ in-
to circuation, and speculators begin
to take alarm at the piled-up stocks
of goods and the mounitng prices
of securities and commodities, some
of them will begin to turn their
anticipations into hard cash. This
will cause a rising demand for
money as well as slowing up its cir-
culation. Interest rates will pe
mounting during this period, and
there will begin to be complaints
among capitalists of a ‘“shortage
of money”.

they would now like to find con-

inflated, '

Hastens Crisis

government will have to face the
question which it has been able
to avoid so far—to inflate or not
to inflat¢, how, how much. The
higher prices and speculative pro-
duction in anticipation of future
markets have run up, the sharper
will be the break. Graduated dosés
of “controlled” inflation may then
be administered to soften the break
or change the downward trend, but
the resulting price advances will
create a larger demand for money
(each unit of which will have low-
er purhasing power) and thus only
reproduce, after a shorter or longer
time, the previous situation. When-
ever the attempt will be made to
stop, the shock of readjustment and
the demand by the bourgeoisie for
relief through inflation will be re-
perted.

All during this period, unless the
worlirs can succeed in organizing
SO as to obtain higher wages and
higher relief in proportion to the
advance in prices, they will be
squeezed tighter and tighter, their
living. standards and real wages
will be forced steadily downward.
Finally, at some point or other in
this course, the bourgeoisie, terri-
fied at the prospects of losing con-
trol of its life-blood, money, will
be compelled to call a halt, whether
through drastic defiation or through
the mere cessation of inflation,
which will have a similar effect,
The earlier this is done, the short-
er and less violent the ensuing
c_risis. Even under present condi-
t}ons, however, when actual infla-
tion has not begun, the prerequis-
ites for a sharp though perhaps
short crisis have already  been
created.

With this perspective of shocks
{md sharp readjustments, the work-
ing class will find itself opposed
by the class enemy, under the In-
dustrial Recovery Act, in a three-
fold form—the capitalist himself,
strengthened and concentrated
through the
monopoly and the elimination of
“wasteful competition”; the bour-
geols state, as supervisor and co-
ordinator of the concentration of
capital and guardian of the new
“code”; and the reformist trade-

ous for them, to secure the exclu-
s1ve monopoly before the capitalist
organizations and the government
9f the represe¢ntation of the work-
ing class, to the end of reducing it
to a willing victim fo the super-
exploitation planned for the imme-
diate future. -—B. J. FMMELD.

“ ~FROM CHINA

' Preparations are being made
he?e _to réopen the Soviet Consulate
b_uudmg, which has stood deserted
lsmcfa 1927 when Sino-Soviet diplo-
‘matic relations were ruptured by
1Fhe Nanking government. It will
interest readers of the Militant to
k.now that in the imposing recep-
tion hall of the building—when the
latter was opened by the renovat-
ors—there were found g bust of
Lenin and a large portrait of Leon
Trotsky. The removal of the lat-
ter has evidently been overlooked
up to now, but it will be absent
for a certainty when the building
i3 again officially opened, and
doubtless g life-gize portrait of
Stalin will take its place. There is
none at all there now. Stalin was
evidently not thought of as  a
“great leader” by Soviet consular
officials in China even ag late as

Under these ecircumstances the

1927,

et 5t o

encouragement  of

THE MILITANT

sedms, backed by a majority of the
Central kKxecutive Comguittee, sucr
cecded in having the insurrection
carricd, out on the evd of the an-
gress. By adducing numerous evid-
cuces, mostly iodirect, 1 tried to
prove—and 1 think 1 undeniably
did prove—that Lenin, cut off by
bis ilidgal status from the theatre
of struggle, was too impatient to
bring on th¢ insurrection, separat-
ing it completely from the Congress
of Soviets. I, on the other hand,
backed by the majority of thd Cen-
tral Committee, tried to bring the
insurrection as near as possible to
the Congress of Soviets, and cover
it with the latt¢r's autbority. With
all its importance the disagreement
was of a purely practical and terp-
porary character. Later Lenin
irankly admitted that he had been
in the wrong.

While 1 was working on my His-
tory 1 did not have in hand the
collection of speeches pronounced
at the Moscow anniversary meeting
of April 23, 1920, celebrating Lenin’s
Suth birthday. One of the pages in
that book reads verbatim as fol-
lows: “We in the Central Commit-
ted decided to go ahead with rein-
forcing the Soviets, to summon the
Congress of Soviets, to open the
insurrection, and proclaim the Con-
gress of Soviets the organ of state
power. Ilych, who was then in
niding, did not agree and wrote (in
the middle of September—L. D.)
that the Democratic Confer-
ence must be dissolved and arrest-
ed. We understand  that  things
were not so simple....All the holes,
the pitfalls on our course were
mor¢ visible to us....In spite of all
1lych's demands we went ahead with
reinforcement, and on the 25th of
October confronted the picture of
un insurrection. 1llych  smiling,
slyly looking at us, said: *Yes, you
werd right'.” (Fifteenth Anniver-
sary of V. L Ulyanov-Lenin, 1920,
pp. 2728).

The above quotation is taken
from a speech pronounced by none
other than Staiin, some five years
bufore he put into circulation the
poisonous insinuation tlsat X at-
tempt to “belittle” the role of Lenin
in the revolution of October 25th.
if the just quoted document, which
fully contirms my story (in cruder
terms, it is true), had been in my
hands a year ago, it would have
relieved me of the necessity of
adducing indirect and less authori-
tative proofs. DBut, on the other
hand, I am content that this small
book, forgotten by all, poorly print-
ed on poor paper (1920, a heavy
year!) happened into my hand so
late. By this very faet it brings ad-
ditional and very striking proof of
the “‘objectiviness”, or, more sim-
ply the truthfulness of my narra-
tive e¢ven in the sphere of those
disputed questions of a personal
character.

Nobody—TI shall allow myself to
state this in a most categorical
manner—nobody has so far found
in my narrative a violation of truth-
fulness which is the first command-
ment for historical, as well as all
other narratives. Particular lapses
are possible. Tendentious distor-
tions—uo! If it were possible to
find in the Moscow archives even
one single document directly or in-
ldirectly refuting or weakening my
narrative, it would have been long
ago translafed and published in all
languages. The adverse theorem
is not hard to prove: all the docu-
ments in the ldast degree danger-
ous to the official legends are care-
fully kept out of sight. It is not
surprising that the advocates of the
Stalin bureaucracy, calling themsel-
ves friends of the October revolu-
tion have to make up for this lack
of arguments by a surplus of zeal.
But this type of criticism worries
my scientific conscience least of all.
Legends dissolve, facts remain.

—LEON TROTSKY.
Prinkipo, April 1, 1933.
(Translated by Max Eastman)

Relief Cut in New York

(Continued from page 1)

the face of the threat to cut off
rcelief is a single, wunited unem-
ployed organization that will be
able to rally the whole¢ million or
more of jobless in the city solidly
the serious Communists must strive
under its banner. That is the task
for at present. That requires the
immediate adoption by the Unem-
poved Councils of the unity basis
put forward by the Chicago Con-
ference, which last May created the
national Federation of Unemployed
Workers Leagues, in which the
Stalinist participatéd. On this
basis, they will be able to chal-

s N lenge the social reformists to enter
unions who will endeavor to utilize]: - :
the present situation, so a dvantage. into the united front and to hold

them rdsponsible before the masses
of workers.

The establishment of such a gen-
uine, Leninist united front—with
freedom of expression and criticism
for every labor tendency—will also
enable the Communists to carry out
the Communist task in the mass
movement—that of educating broad
layers of the working eclass with
demonstrative class struggle facts
in the futility and rottenness of the
capitalist system and in the inevit-
ability of the¢ Communist way out
of misery-—the proletarian dictator-
ship.

The Tammany threat still im-
pends. The need for the unity of
the unemploydd workers is indis-
pensable, if it is to be defeated, if
Tammany is to be prevented—by
splitting the workers’ ranks—from
reducing the unemployed to a state
where they get mot enough to live
and just too much to die. The task
of the Communists is obvious—a
frank and open, Leninist united
front proposal to the reformists,
which will make unity possible and
which will be of permament value

munists te implant class conscious-
ness within broad strata of the
workers. -8, @&

insofar as it will permit the Com-|

(Conii . mn Page 1)

Unemploydd Councils are associat-
ed (note the snbstitute for affili-
ated), and such other groups as
are willing to cooperate in the uni-
fication of the unemploydd organi-
zationg into one  organization
through a Uuity Convention.”

We call attention to the fact that
this official statement of the Coun-
cil N. C., which had been circulated
in ldaflets from the first day on,
was made before any national or-
ganization of Leagues was formed.
Thus we sec that the Stalinists for
some meason or other saw fit to
stop thdir earlier plea that “a new
dual organization” be not set up.
We also call attention to the fact
that although both the Councils
and J.ecagues are represented on
the N. C. of the IPederation, Amter
and the Councils did not ask sup-
port and affiliation to the FUWLA;
they proposed instead a Unity Con-
vention for amalgamation, which
unification should be prepared by
local “united front federations’.

All the Stalinist-Musteite talk
about preparing for “unity” and
amalgamation without first of all
having all the uneémployed organi-
zations werk together in a Nation-
al Federation for a long period of
time is plain deception. Both of
these groups are more intdrested
in maintaining mechanical control
of their own national movements
for the furthering of their own
“political” ends than they arée in
bhuilding one huge mass organiza-
tion of unemployed workers on a
national scale. When the Muste-
ites and Stalinists refusd to support
completely the national Federation
movement they in fact refuse to
take th¢ most necessary
wards the complete unification and
amalgaation of the unemployed;
and all their talk about the fact
that the FUWLA has not yet told
them just how much representa-
tion they will get on its committees
shows that neither of them believe
that they will be able to long re-

step to-|
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tnin their “leadership” if once
they should happen to lose mechan-
ical control of their movements.

While the Stalinists found it
necessary to sabotage the work of
the national Federation in a round-
about manner thd Musteites merely
used their machine for a steam
roller. First the Resolution Com-
mittee which they controlled saw
to it that no resolutions dealing
with the question of affiliation, to
the ¥UWLA came up until long
after they had placed a new con-
stitution before the convention and
had it adopted. This constitution
of the National Unemployed League
contains a clause which leaves the
whole question of unity, federation,
etc., up to the incoming Musteitd
National Committee.

After this was adopted, a resolu-
tion by delegate Newby, asking that
the counvention aftfiliat¢ the new or-
gagization which it had just set
up to the FUWLA, was allowed to
come before the convention for a
short time. But this was only af-
ter the new organization had been
set up and all of the officers ‘uncon-
tested -nominations. Morcover, a
resolution from Rose of California
deali g with the seétting up of a
pro 1wsional committee of federated
and other delegates for the cualling
of a unity conference was just ig-
nored in committee.

Budenz set the Musteite key-note
by speaking against Newby’s rdso-
lution for afiiliation to FUWLA,
and after Newby was ‘permitted
to speak, the Musteite chairman
Ramuglia closed the discussion and
railroaded Budenz’s motion  that
the resolution be referred to the
incoming National Committee. A
“division of the house” was not
permitted as such would have
shown much more support for af-
filiation to the FUWLA than the
mere hearing of “ayes” and “nays”
showed. For example, if put to a
vote thd 8 delegates from California
would have received 10 votes equal
to the votes of the 307 from Ohio,

(Continued from Page 1)
dorsement of their BILL, they did
not obtain an endorsement of the
Decembdr meeting. Muste gained
the most out of the united front
from above. IMowever, this much
can be said, now that the Muste-
ites have th¢ cxceutive committee
and the power to make the deci-
sions that the conference should
havd made, they will Dbe able to
complete the original agreement by
the continuation of the united
front from above. The bloec of
Leéngues and Councils lost at Col-
umbus but they hope to make up
for this by IDecember.

MWhile Muste and Hathaway were
roaming the confercnece grounds arm
in arm the Daily Worker, in an
editorial, accused the Musteites
of breaking the agre¢ment. When
the Stalinists steering committee
saw how reactionary the conference
was the Unémployed Council repre-
sentatives decided it was time to
be ready in case they had to change
horses in th¢ middle of the stream,
to negotiate with the Left bloe of
the conference around the National
Unemployed Fdderation, of course
trying to exclude the Left Opposi-
tion members present.

THE RIGHT WING

In the state conference of the
Unemployed Leagues the flag-wav-
ing patriots took the conference out
of the hands of the Musteites, A
revival atmosphere filled the air
more than once. This bloc of Ohio
delegates numberdd 300 out of the
500 in the national conference,
were mainly composed of Right
wing eldments. The bulk of the
remainder were Musteites. They
had tremendous influence on the
national conference and determined
its main course. The Mustdites
founght this Right wing where they
threatened the Musteite control but
the Musteités did not take one step
beyond this in a pelitical fight
against them.

THE FREE LANCERS

The Musteites catered to the pro-
gressive free lancers, slobbed all
over them and roped some in on
this basis.
present, but he paddled his
canoe. H¢ was made chairman of
the Constitution Committee
drew up the Musteite, “Declaration
of Independencd”. In the main,
Batt supported the Musteites,
THE LOVESTONEITES

The Lovestoneites were criticized
by Lovestone for their concessions
at the Chicago Uneémployed Confer-
ence so they came to Columbus
ready to bargain with Muste
But Muste had already closed
his deal with Stalinism and did not
care to deal with the Lovestoneites.
The Lovestoneites, through their
unemployed organizations which
are affiliated to the National Un-
employed Federation, presented a
draft program for a new federation
to the Columbus conference. They
did not present this to the Fed-
eration to which they are affiliated.
If the Lovestoneites had been able
to obtain a “better deal” at Col-
umbus they would have deserted
the Federation which they are af-
filated with. The old Tovestone
policy, the two-faced game, can-
not be discarded by their group.

The Declaration of Independence
or rather Declaration of Workers
Rights, a political document of the
Musteites is signed by the Con-
stitution Committee headed by
Batt and the Steering Committee
of the Confeérence which includes
four Lovestoneite signatures. Does
Lovestone agree with the action of

Dennis Batt was also’
own'!

that-

Stalinites in Bloc with C.P.L.A.

The political tendencies primar-
ily carried on a struggle around
the three positions; of the Right
wing, socialist grouping; the cen-
tre, Musteite-Stalinist bloe¢ and the
Left wing around the National Fed-
eration of Unemployed which in-
cluded the Left Opposition. The
Lovestoneites flirted between the
céntre bloc and the Left bloc.

LEFT OPPOSITION DELEGATES

A fraternal delegate from the
Left Opposition was given the rights
of a fraternal delegate but thd
Musteites overcame the prdblem of
reporting a fraternal delegate from
the Communist League by reporting
through the credential committee
that the report on the fraternal de-
legates will be given later. It was
never delivered. Left Opposition
m¢mbers, representing unemployed
organizations from all parts of the
country as regular delegates and
fraternal delegates representing a
substantial numbdr of unemployed
in different organizations were at
the conference.

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF UNEMPLOYED

The Unemployed Councils are
afliliatgd to the Federation but they
came to the Ohio conferenc fight-
ing the Federation because they do
not have mechanical control of it.

The Musteites have two members
on the national committee of the
Federagion so they establishd a
division of labor. The members of
the national committde could talk
for the Federation but the other
Musteites took the floor to speak
against a resolution calling fpr
affiliation. On¢ must listen to the
words of leaders of the different
tendencies but one must see that
the action conforms to thdse words.
At Columbus the words and deeds
of #he Stalinist-Musteite bloc were
two altogether differ¢nt things.

The Muste-Stalinist bloc attempt-
!ed to establish a committee of fif-
| teen, composcdd of members of the
Leagues, Councils and Federation
which would give the Muste-Stal-
inist bloe 13 of the 15. This com-
mittee was to call a confdrence to
amalgamate all the organizations
into one. The Left bloc objected
to this attempt at mechanical con-
trol of the un¢mployed movement
and the exclusion of other larger
unemployed -organizations on the
provisional committee, for example,
the California unemployed organi-
zation which has 150,000 members.
Other organizations should likewise

have been considered in the pro-
visional committee.

So far the Stalinists obtained
nothing from their united front

from above, and the Musteites ob-
tained only a hellow victory. The
Musteitds are trying to marry
their child, the Unemployed Leagues,
to the Stalinist Unemployed Coun-
cils, but the reactionary child, the
product of the miseducation of
Musteism, objects to the marriage.
However, the continuation of the
unitéd front from above will no
doubt force the deal.

The ILeft Opposition fraction in
the unemployed ovganizations will
continue the work started at Chic-
ago for the unification of the unem-
ployed movement. The Muste-Stal-
inist bloc at Columbus and the
Right wing flag-waving element
preventeéd the working class from
utilizing this confergnce to its ful-
est extent. The temporary set-
back can be overcome in the com-
ing months by intensifying the work
for the unemployed program of the
Left Opposition and the building of
the National Unemployed Fédera-

his fraction?

tion, —H. O,

and ond delegate from Washington
who favored affiiation had a vote
of 5. The big votes of Ohio and
Pennsyivania would have been split,
and enough votes from the ofther
states could quite likely have been
eained for the federation affilintion
4o have passed the resolution. But
the Musteites railroaded the thing
through because their followers
could make the most noise.

It appenrs that the struggld of
the workers for first federation and
later unity of unemployed organiza-
tions on a national scale will have
to be fought out in opposition to
the Mustdites and Stalinists. —N.

The German C_atastrophe

(Contined from Page 3)

In August 1932, when Germany
was still ruldd by the “social Gen-
eral,” von Schleicher, who was sup-
posed to assure the union of Hitler
with Wels, announced by the Com-
munist International, I wrote:

Evdrything goes to show that the
Wels-von Schleicher-Hitler triangle
will fall apart before it has really
been put together. DBut pdrhaps
it will be replaced by a Hitldr-Wels
combination? Let us assume that
the Social Ddmocracy, without being
afraid of its own workers, would
seok to scll Hitler its toleration.
Fascism, however, does not need
this commodity, it is not the tol-
eration of the Sccial Democracy
«which it needs but its abolition.
The Iitler government can realize
its task only when it has broken
the resistance of the  proletariat
and all the possible organs of such
a resistance. Therein lids the his-
torical role of Iascism. (“The
Only Road,” page 31.)

That the reformists, after the de-
feat, would be happy if Hitler were
to permit them to vegetate legally
antil better times return, cannot be
doubted. But unfortunately for
them, Hitler—the experience of
Italy has not been in vain for him
—realizes that the labor organiza-
tions, even if their leaders accept
a muzzle, would inévitably become
a threatening danger at the first
political crisis.

Doctor Ley, the corporal of the
present “labor front,” has deter-
mindd, with much more logic than
the DPraesidium of the Communist
International, the relationship be-
tween the so-called twins. ‘“Marx-
ism is playing dead”, he said on
May 2 “in order to rise again at
a more favorable opportunity....
The sly fox does not deceive us!
It is better for us to deal him the
final blow rather than to tolerate
him wuntil he recovers. The Leip-
arts and the Grosmans may feign
all sorts of dévotion to Iitler—but
it is better to keep them under
lock and key. That is why we are
striking out of the hands of the
Marxist rabblée its principal weapon
(the trade unions) and are thus de-
priving it of the last possibility
of arming itself again.” If the bu-
reaucracy of the Communist Inter-
L national were not so infallibl¢ anl
if it listened to criticism, it would
not have made additional mistakes
between March 22, when ILeipart
sword fealty to Hitler, and May 2,
when Hitler, in spite of the oath,
arrested him.

Essentially the theory of “social
Fascism” could have been refuted
even if the Fascists had not done
such a thorough job of forcing
themselves into the trade unions.
dven if Hitler had found it neces-
sary, as a result of the relation-
ship of forces, to leave Leipart tem-
porarily and nominallv at the head
of the trade unions, the agreement
would not have eliminated the in-
compatibility of the fundamental
interests. KEven though tolerated
by Fascism, the reformists would
remember the fleshpots of the Wei-
mar deinocracy and that alone
would make them concealed enem-
ies. How can one fail to see that
the interests of the Social Dem-
ocracy and of Fascism ard incom-
patible when even the independent
existence of the Ste¢l Helmets is
impossible in the Third Reich?
Mussolini tolerated the Social Dem-
ocracss and even the Communist
party for some time, only to destroy
them all the more mercilessly later
on. The vote of the Social De¢m-
ocratic deputies in the Reichstag
for the foreign policy of Hitler, cov-
ering this party with fresh dis-
honor, will not amedliorate its.fate
by one iota.

As one of the main causes for
the victory of IFascism, the luckless
‘leaders refer—in secrét, to be sure
—to the “genius” of Hitler, who
foresaw cverything and negldcted
nothing. It would be fruitless now
to submit the Fascist policy to a
retrospective criticism. One need
only remember that Hitler, during
the summer of last year, allowedd
the high peak of the Fascist tide
to escape him. But even the gross
loss of rhythm—a colossal mistake
-—did not have fatal results. The
burning of the Reichstag by Gor-
ing, even if this act of provocation
was crudely executed, did, however,
vield the necessary result The
same must bd said of the Fascist
policy as a whole, for it led to vie-
tory. One cannot, unfortunately,
deny the superiority of the Fascist
over the proletarian leadership.
But it is only out of an unbecom-
ing mpdesty that the beaten chiefs
keep silent about their own part
in the victory of Hitler. There is
the game of checkers and there is
also the game of losers-win. The
game that was played in Germany
has this singular feature, that Hit-
ler played checkers and his oppon-
ents played to-lose. As for polit-
cal genius. Hitler has no need for
it. The strategy of his enemy com-
pensated largely for anything his
own strategy lacked.

Prinkipo, Turkey. —L .TROTSKY.




