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Philadelphia Gripped
by Transport Strike

NRA and Labor Leaders Combine to“Outlaw”
Workers' Fight for Bread

Philadelphia.--Philadelphia is la-
bor’s latest battlefield. Class strug-
gle looks horns with class colla-
boration «#nd outright strike-rbeak-
ing. The movement of the workers
demonstrates its inherent strength,
unspent vitality and capacity for
struggle by breaking out of the
bounds, set for it by labors ad-
ministration “friends” and ‘“lead-
ers”. And, also it is refuting those
disciplines who for years have been
shouting *“all is dead in the A. F.
of 1. company unions.” Pushing
upward against {remendous pressure
15,000 workers in various fields of
transportation are out on strike.
The entire police force is on ‘riot
mobilization’, howls are up for U.
S. Marines, the leading gentry of
the National Labcr Board plead for
“peace and patience”, the local
‘friendly’ Record shouts “Do Not
Strike”. 'To finish it off in classic
manner, Daniel J. Tobin, Interna-
tional President of the Union de-
nounces the strike as ‘‘outlaw™

Causes of the Strike

What is this strike? In short it
is a revolt against the conditions
the NRA is defending. With in-
evitable logic the organized work-
ers found their way to class strug-
gle. The urgent need of labor to
protect} itself and its organizations
made this action imperative. The
NRA is demonstrating the hollow-
ness of its impartiality and defense
of labor. Facing the realities of
class conflict it can betray and be-
tray, but not with impunity nor for
long without a crack-up. This is
what is happening.

Three weeks ago the drivers of
the “Yellow”, “Quaker” and “Brown
and White” Tuxicab companies
went out on strike in defense of
their union, one hundred percent.
The cab companies are all part of
Philadelphias Rapid Transit Co.—
the transit trust here—backbone of
the open shop and company union
(Mitten plan). The taxi men are
organized into the 'Paxi Drivers
Union of tue International Brother-
hood of 'Teamsters, Chauffeurs,
Stablemen and Helpersy of the A.
F. of L. and hag socialist influence,
A militant strike policy and sym-
pathy of the city’s workers found
the P. R. T.—bankers—Vare mach-
ine combine uadamant. Attacked
from all sides—police and gangsters
on one hand, and pressure of the
National Labor Board on the other,
the union agreed to arbitration.
The P. R. T. rejected the offer and
refused to reinstate the strikers to
their jobs.

The Workers’ Strike Baek.
Aroused to a fight against this

arrogant atitude of the bosses the
workers struck back. Despite the

(Continued on Page 4)

Hold Torgler
Despite Fire
Trial Verdict

The Leipzig Supreme Court has
tound Torgler, Dimitroft, Popoff and
Tanev not guilty in the infamous
Reichstag fire-trial recently -con-
cluded in Nazi Germany. The flimsy
character of the frame-up against
thees comrades was clear to all.
Even the world capitalist press was
compelled to admit the innocence of
the defendants.

The decision of the Leipzig Court
is a maneuver to quiet the rising
wave of protest against Hitler ter-
ror. It further attempts to white-
wash the German Fascist Party,
which according to all available
evidence, is directly responsible for
the notorious Reichstag fire. The
self-confessed, culprit, Van Der
Lubbe, has been sentenced to death.

The verdict does not mean the
freedom of Torgler, Dimitroff, Pop-
off and Tanev. Their lives are
still in danger. The Nazis blood-
hounds will release these working
class prisoners only under the great-
est pressure. Already, reports in
the press tell of Hitler's plan to
put Torgler on trial for *high
treason”. 'The threats of Goebels,
Rosenberg and other Fascist mur-
derers against the four defendants
can only be frustrated by the ac-
tive protest of all workers and
workers’ organizations.

A movement has been set on foot
which demands “the immediate ana
safe release of Dimitroff, ‘Torgler,
Tanev, and Popoff into the hafids
of the International Committee now
in Leipzig.” The existing “Nation-
al Committee to Aid the Vietims of
German Fascism” should be broad-
ened into a genuine united front of
all workers’ organizations which
will be able to arouse the American
working class in defense of Torgler,
Dimitroff, Popoff and Tanev.
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“Qix months of this and I'll be
fit for the lunatic asylum”—this
remark of a formeg taxicab driver
sums up the attitude of the C. W. A.
workers to the de¢grading nonsense
which they must go through in or-
der to qualify 1or the Roosevelt
Dole in Prospect Park, Brooklyn.

It is not that we are forced to
do hard work, ior long hours at
low wages. No, we spend 8 hours
a day going through the motions of
work. Shovelling dirt on a truck
only to see it dumped back exactly
where it was taksn from. Carrying

sand in shovels for about 25 yards

while wheel-barrows to say nothing
of trucks are lying idle. Then be-
ing told “don’t lake a full shovel,
that piles got to do you, men, for
the rest of the day”—Then when
we gathed in a group to talk, the
foreman again speaks. “Say boys,
don’t stand around talking, you’ll
be getting me in wrong. Take it
easy but act as though you were
doing something.” So, we start to
“work"—push tbe shovel slowly
into the pile of eurth, lean upon it
for a while, pick it up, dump half
the dirt off and with slow and meas-
ured tread carry a couple of hand-
fuls of earth some 25 yards.

‘What the Workers Talk About.

We walk back in a group and the
mental confusion of the unemploy-
ed Is revealed in rhe conversation.
“Father Coughlin is right. What
we need is to bring silver back.”
“You know Roosevelt is using some
of Stalin's ideas” “What this coun-
try needs is two or three Musso-
linis”. In two tlungs the
majority are agreed. 1. Roosevelt
is doing his best for us. 2. The
bankers are fighting Roosevelt and
are also responsible for the crisis.
The third most ropular illusion is
the wisdom, courage and militancy
of Father Coughlin as a champion
of the “people”.

Our gang started to work Novem-
ber 1, just before the city election.
We were all ‘relief cases”. We
are assigned to Prospect Park.
Since our transfer to the C. W. A,,
we work 8 hours & day, three days
a week and get $15. The tasks are
varied. Guathering leaves, planting
trees, spreading a compost of earth
and manure around trees, digging
ditches, sweeping streets, etc., etc.

One of our first task under Roos-
evelt’s “Five Year Plan” is charac-
teristic of the rest. We were put
to work on a pile ¢f manure. The
pile was quite lerze and of irregu-
lar shape, high .n the center and
sloping down towards ragged edges.
A couple of men, with an “engineer”
in charge, took stakes and cord and
marked the pile off into a rectangle.
Then with shovels and forks our
gang of 25 went to work with a will.
At the end of the day the manure
pile was a beautiful rectangle, edges
square and straight as a die, and
of uniform height throughout.

A Pedestal oi Manure

A pedestal of 1zanure! A statue
of the author of the New Deal from
the same material would have com-

Roo.revelt’s “Planned W ork”
A Worker’s Report

great|”

pleted the pictuve. Two or three
days later the pile was carted
away. “If you all take an interest
in this here work, they’ll promote
you to the lunatic asylum”, said &
Negro worker after that incident.

“There'll be nc work on Christ-
mas but you’ll have to come in an-
other day to make up for it,” we
were told. ‘‘Give me some real
work to do, and I'll make up for
a week of Christmases in the next
two hours”, said an old man.

Former building trade workers,
chauffeurs, bakers, clothing work-
ers—we stand and question our own
sanity tfor putting up with this non-
sense. There is nothing to do, it
is cold and miseruble and we wait
leaning on our shovels, waiting for
quitting time. A whistle blows,
we stop doing nothing and start for
home.

At first we werc under the juris-
diction of the City but have since
been transferred to the C. W. A.
Two weeks passed without pay. The
word was passed around--“No pay,
no work”, and in short order a
parade of about (9% of the entire
crew were marrhiilg to the main
office. There, witli plenty of police
around, the cause of the delay was
explained. Similar and much mofe
dramatic actions 'y other groups
in the City and also throughout the
nation show that the spirit of the
unemployed is not at all broken and
also reveul a deep dissatisfaction
withl the nature of the “work”.

—RELILF WORKER.

Vandals Wreck
League Hall

Brooklyn.——In recent weeks two
attempts were made to destroy the
Brownsville headquarters of the
Communist League., Last Wednes-
day morning, Dec. 20th, the banner
on the wall reading: “For a New
Communist International!” was
burned; the wall itselt displaying
black marks of burning. No other
part of the hall was touched show-
ing that the vandals were frighten-
ed by their own deeds.

Wednesday, Dec. 27th, another
raid of the headquarters took place.
Banners, articles on the bualletin
board, and pictures of Lenin and
Trotsky were torn from the wall.
The picture of the latter was torn
in shreds. The tea-cups in the
kitchen were broken. The litera-
ture closet was broken, open, Mili-
tants and pamphlets ripped, thrown
over the floors and some stolen.
Again some fear of discovery must
have ended the raid at this point.

There is little doubt as to who is
responsible for these raids.
not the first time that the Stalin-
ists have broken into headquarters
of the Communist League and have
stolen or destroyed some of its ma-
terial.

It is;

Hotel Workers Driving
Toward General Strike

A LETTER FROM MOONEY

California State Prison
San Quentin, Calif.
November 18, 1933.
My dear Comrades and
Fellow Unionists:

During the month of January of
this year, 1 issued a call for a Uni-
ted Front of all working class or-
ganizations to send delegates to the
Free Tom Mooney Congress, held
in Chicago, Aprii 20 to May 1, in-
clusive.

Under my direction and instruc-
tions, the ‘fom Mooney Molders’ De-
fense Commniittee gpent almost $2,000
to organize that Congress. It wusz
not my intcntion with the Mooney
case. Such a proceedure would
naturally cause confusion in the
minds of the working class, re-
ceiving appeals from two separate
organizaticns, frem two  different
parts of the country, for the same
purpose.

No Report of Congress

Out of ithe Free Tom ~Mooney
Congress came the NATIONAL. TOM
MOONEY COUNCIL OF ACTION,
with headquarters in New York
City. This information 1 learned

journed. During the Congress, I
received one telegram. I never did
receive a report from the Congress,
or any one conrected with it, as
to just what took place. I did not
receive a copy of the Congress re-
solution, nntil threc weeks after its
adjournment. No one attending
that Congress has taken the trou-
ble to make a report to me of what
actually happened there.

A month after the Congress ad-
journed, I was told that a debt of
$2,000 connected with the Congress,
was still wunpaid. From another
source, I learned that each of the
delegates to that Congress were
pledged to returun to their home or-
ganizations, and collect their quotd
to pay off that debt.

During (he latter part of May,
the National Tom Mooney Council
of Action organized a National
Tom Mooney Tag Day, using the
organizational machinery of the
International TLabor Defense to
carry this work to a conclusion.
The first object of this Tag Day,
was to liquidate the Congress debt,
of which I was first informed to be
$2,000, and which I have since been
informed, by Roger Baldwin, the
i Treasurer of the National Tom
Mooney Council of Action, to be
only $1,500.

’ Want to Hear from Delegates.

Since the Free Tom Mooney Con-

several wecks after the Congress ad';and have not been able to order

gress adjourned, and the formation
of the National Tom Mooney Coun-
cil of Action, the activities of the
Tom Moouney Molders’ Defense
Committee has been suspended for
the lack of fundg to carry on the
fight. 'Whether this was deliber-
ately planned or not, I am not now
prepared to staie, but 1 would like
to get the actual feelings of all of
those delegates that attended that
Congress—a sort of personal report
from each of them as to just took
place there—what was the spirit
of the delegates towards me, per-
sonally, and also towards the Tom
Mooney Molders' Defense Commit-
tee. Also telling me what sum was
raised by you and your organiza-
tion in the National Tom Mooney
Tag Day Campaign, and what other
sums have been raised by you or
your organization, as pledged as
your quota to liguidate the debt
left from the Free Tom Mooney
Congress and the later sales of Free
Tom Mooney stamps.

The Tom Moouey Molders’ De-
fense Committec is penniless, with
a debt of 34,000. I have just 60c
to my credit on the prison books,

any prison commissaries for the
past four months. In spite of this
tremendous obstacle, my defense
committee is now having prepared
a 132-page booklet, exposing this
foul conspiracy against me. It will
tell the story that I had hoped to
tell in my recent trial, but was pre-
vented from doing so by the power-
ful bankers and industrialists who
are in complete control. Just as
soon as my defense committee can
secure the necessary funds, this
booklet willi be published. Will you
help me do this? { want to circulate
these: booklets by the hundreds of
thousands.

Appeals for New Campaign

Some time during November or
December, my aitorneys, Frank P.
Walsh of New York City, and John
F. Finnerty of Washigton, D. C.,
will attempt to secure my freedom
on a writ of Habeas Corpus in the
United States Supreme Court. A
tremendous wave of agitation, de-
manding my freedom, should pre-
cede this move. The United States
Senators and Representatives from
your state, together with the Presi-
dent and the Aticrney General of
tohse United States, should be ap-
pealed to cooperate in this move to
secure justice for an innocent man.

I am herewith enclosing a Press

Amalgamated Union Formulates Program of ngands

The efforts of the hotel and rest-
aurant.workers of New York City
to obtain » serious improvement in
the intolerable cenditions now exist-
ing in their industry through bulld-
ing up their union, the Hotel and
Restaurant Workers’ branch of the
Amalgamated Kood Workers, have
now entered on z new and higher
phase. Up to now, the major tasks
have been to gatler forces, and to
lead teh workers away from the il-
lusions of the NRA and toward a
militant policy based on the formu-
lation of concrete demands and the
struggle for their enforcement. The
New phase consists of the prepara-
tion for the enforcement of these
demands through a general strike.

Substantial successes are being
achieved by the organization drive;
thousands of workers have joined
in the last few months, and hun-
dreds more are coming in every
week. ‘what is still better, the num-
ber of workers coming in has been
increasing still taster in recent
weeks, and pariicularly since the
beginning of th¢  stubbornly-con-
tested strike at the Hotel Montclair.

Big Hotels Organized

Considering the total number of
the unorganized workers in the in-
dustry, much stili remains to be
done. But a magnificent beginning
has already been made, particular-
ly in the kitchen and dining-room
departments of the large hotels,
dozens of which are 709, to 95%
unionized. In thiy field, the tasks
are to complete unionization in
those hotels where the uynion al-
ready has members, to organize the
houses where the workers are be-
coming attarcted to us because of
our consistent program and our
activity, and particularly, to broad-
en the base of the organization
among the hundreds and thousands
of smaller restaurants now that the
beaks of the industry are well on
the way to complete organization.

As to the NRA and the codes,
the workers are increasingly real-
izing that they have notaing good
to look for in that direction. Both
the hotel and tLe restaurant codes
are understood to be nothing but
blows directed at the workers, and
the apparatus of the NRA for the
enforcement of any provisions which
seemed to offer some protection for
the interests of the workers, has
been proved by living experience
to be nothing but a hollow sham.
The workers now realize that only
their own organization can do any-
thing for them

Demands of the Union
The first step in the new phase
of the development of the union was
taken last Friday, Decembey 22,
when meetings of the dining-room
and the kitchen departments dis-

(Continued on page 4)
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Shoe Workers Amalgamate Unions at Historic Convention

Boston.— The amalgamation con-
vention of independent shoe work-
ers’ unions which has been meeting
in Boston since early December
came to a close on the 21st after

a stormy but successful sessjon of
10 days. This convention trans-
formed amalgamation from a hope
to an accomplished fact by bring-
ing into being the United Shoe and
Leather Workers Union. It was
marked by threatened sabotage from
out-going 1eactionary officialdom on
the one hand and by disruptive
maneuvers of the Stalinists on the
other, but repulsed both determined-
ly. New hopes of strength in unity
have been aroused.

Resolutions of a political nature
adopted by the convention are the
harbinger of a more developed poli-
tical consciousness in the minds of
the American worker. Already bit-
ter experjences have stripped band-
ages from the eyes of this group of
workers concerning the NRA and
its paraphernalia.

60,000 Workers Represented

A group of 184 deleates represent-
ed some $0,000 shoe workers of §
formerly independent unions with
locals from Maine to Missouri. The
National Shoe Workers’' Association
had 79 delcates, the Shoe Workers’
Protective Union 59, the Independ-
ent Shoe Workers’ Union of Salem
16, the Shoe and Leather Workers’
Industrial Union of New York 28,
and the Brotherhood of Greater New

York 2. In addition there were
fraternal delegutes and observers
from othei independent unions in

other parts of the country.

at Boston

The Shoe and Leather Workers’
Industrial Union. affiliated with the
Trade Unien Unity League, furnish
ed the first discordant note in the
convention by their shameless at-
tempt to back-down on thejr pre-
viously written agreement with the
provisional committee, which was
that they would attend the conven-
tion as an independent union lika
the others, that they would sever
their connection with the T.U.U.L.

Bitter Fight over T. U. U. L.

A bjtter fight on the floor fol-
lowed _their attempt to have the
guestion decideld by referendum.
Their plea of misunderstanding the
terms of the agreement was com-
pletely exposed as the lie it was
by two members of their own dele-
gation who supsequently took the
floor. The first, Frank Costello,
secretary of the resolutions com-
mittee, dramatically offered his
resignation jn view of the attitude
of the leaders of his New York de-
legation who obviously placed the
interests of the T. U. U. L. ahead
of amalgamation. This was a high

point of the convention as this
worker tore his badge from his
chest, disclaimed any communyst

leanings and declared himself “in
fact a regulation catholic”. As he
prepared to leave his place, he was
surrounded by agitated delegates
who, with cries of “No! No!" per-
snaded him to remein.

He was quickly followed by an-
other member of that delegation
who seconded Costello’s vieWs, and
made clear to all delegates that
the New York rank and filers were

overwhelmingly in favor of amal-

gamation. He stated further with
some bitterness that the principal
cause of the delay in their joining
the amalgamation movement was
their being misinformed as to the
attitude of the New England Shoe
workers toward the A. F. of L. As
far as he was concerned he was
“against the A. F. of L., the TUUL,
or any other hell”—which sums up
the disillusionment of most of these
workers. 'I'he Industrial Union de-
legation was finally forced to com-
ply and pledged itself anew to sever
its connections with the T. U. U. L.

0ld Officers Removed

A resolution to abolish all offices
of the several independent unions
on Janaury 15 and to elect a co-
ordinating committee of 15 t»
handle the affairs of the new union
until newly elected officers take up
their duties in April, was adopted
by an overwhelming majority. This
body-blow (o deposed salaried of-
ficials of .he old unions set off fire-
works.

W. B. Mahan, general organizer
of the National Shoe Workers' As-
sociation openly defied this con-
vention decision in a statement
published later in a newspaper stat-
ing that he would not give up con-
trol of his organization, unless so
instructed by the Lynn Shoe work-
ers, and if the new coordinating
committeq expected him to comply
then they iacked intelligence. A
Mrs. McGee, official of a Lynn
Stitchers’ loeal, unsuccessfully at-
tempted to recall that locals’ dele-
gates at a meeting the same night.
Officials of the Shoe Workers’ Pro-
tective Union at a similar meeting

decide likewise to resist being sup-
planted.

;When this news broke on the
floor of the convention the mnext

morning the anger of the delegates
threw that body into an uproar and
the hooting and jeering of Mahan's
name boded jll for any attempts
old union officials might make to
sabotage ihe amalgamation about
to be realized after a difficult year’s
work. There was no mistaking the
temper of the rank and file.

New Constitution Discussed

With the opening of discussions
on the floor of the draft of a con-
stjtution prepared by the constitu-
tion committee a difficult part of
the convention’s task started. A 53-
page document’ it was first decided
to discuss and vote on each article
separately. After a day and a half
it became apparent to all that such
a procedure would require several
weeks to complete consideration of
the entire doecument. The major
cause of the slow progress lay in
the petty obstructionjst tactics of
the Stalinist delegation of the New
York Industrial Union. Their ex-
tended criticism of petty details in
each article acted to further dis-
credit them. As a consequence they
fajled to arouse sympathy and sup-
port for the really merttorious pro-
posal of 1ndustrial unionism: when
it was put forth.

The role of the T. U. U. L. dele-
gates as impediments to rapid pro-
gress was recognized by the con-
vention when a motion was finally
made and carried to recommit the
draft to the constjtution committee

which shoald confer with 2 repre-
sentatives of the New York dele
gation and iron out further differ-

ences gnd then return the document
to the delegates for consideration.
This was done. The constitutional
committee reappeared before the
convention the next day with the
results of their conference. The
two added delegates had requested
and were granted changes amount-
ing in all to twelve words!

Local Autonomy in New Union

Following further consideration
by the convention delegates of cer-
tain parts of the proposed consti-
tution it was voted to submit the
proposed constitution to referendum
of all locals for discussion and
amendment or approval.

As finally adopted for submjssion
to referendum the constitution in-
corporates certain features of a
progressive nature compared with
this industry’s old unions. Among
these are provisions for including
in their ranks workers in jndustries
closely allied to them: leather work-
ers, counter-makers, wooden-heel
makers, last and pattern-makers
and workers in foot-wear industries
generally. There is also provision
for the recall of officers by vote of
5 locals of a District. Provision
for local autonomy means mo local’s
charter may be revoked except after
trial by other locals of jts distriet,
and means also that the form of
organization shall be decided by
each district. Thus the New York
Industrial Union may retain _ its

present form. General officers are
to be a General organizer and a

General Secretary-Treasurer, A gen-

eral executive board of 21 members

will represent 3 major distriets.
Contradictory Resolutions

Among the resolutions adopted by
the conveniion were these: (1)
Condemnation of the NRA as not

operable to the interests of workers
(2 Demand for the freedom of the
Scottsboro boys. (3) Demand for
the unconditional! release of Tom
Mooney. 1(4) For unemployment in-
surance, cost to be borne by the
government and employers. (5)
Petitioning the National Recovery
Board for an appropriation by the
Federal Government of $25,000,000
for the purchase and distributjon
of shoes for the needy. (6) All labor
leaders should withdraw from the
National Recovery Board and the
Labor Advisory Board. (7) Against
compulsory arbitration. (8) For re-
opening consideration of the NRA
shoe code and a demand for the 30
hour week and minimum weekly
wage for uuskilled of $18. (9) In
commendation ¢f Father Coyghlin,
the radio priest for the good work
he is doing for the workers!

In connection with this last re-
solution it must be told that Israel
Zimmerman, a well-known Love-
stoneite, voted in favor of the Cough
lin resolution. This rankest kind of
opportunism that fails to tell the
workers, for example, that the in-
flation program advocated by Cough-
lin is the most vicious attack on
the income and the welfare of the

working cluss, cannot be condemn-
ed too bitterly. Influence gained

by sacrifice of principles can never
operate to disillusion workers.

Brocton Brotherhood to Come In

Paul Salvaggio, originator of the
planning board and the leading
spirit for amalgamation in the
early days of the movement, was
honored by the assembled delegates
and it was unanimously voted to
constitute his jasters’ local of
Boston as Local No. 1 in the new
United Shoue and Leather Workers’
Union in recognition of his pioneer
efforts that culminated in the am-
algamation.

The Brocikton fraternal delegates
representing the Brotherhood of
Allied Shoe Crafts with 10,000 mem-
bers annouaced that they would
join the new unjon very soon, that
they had been double-crossed by
their leaders and that one local had
already torn up its charter.

In anticipation of trouble with
defiant officials of the old unions
whom it was voted to depose, the
planning board (the original rank
and file body) wos directed to con-
tinue jts existence until the last
bolt is in place. As matters stand
at the time of writing certain of-
ficials of poth the National and the
Protective have expressed defiance
of the order dire«ting them to give
up January 15, but it appears that
this tjme (ue momentum of the am-
algamation movement is too great
for them Lo resist.

It was voted to hold the next
biennial convention in St. Louis on
the first Monday of November 1935.

—SHOE WORKER.
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The Railroad Brotherhoods MANIFESTO OF THE SPANISH

The Reactionary Union Officialdom

In discussing the rise and fall
off the Raiiroad Unions in this
series of articles we want at the
very peginning t{o make ourselves
clear on a few questions. In the
first ‘place we not only admit, but
point out o the workers repeatedly,
that every thing we have got so
far such as shorter hours, better
wages and working conditions,
have been brought about by the
craft unions on the railroads. We
further admit arnd also point out
that the craft union was a progres-
sive force as long as that kind of
organization was in a position to
function to the interests of its
membership. It was only when in-
dustrial development outgrew the
craft system of organization that
the Brotherhood leadership and
program gradually became more
and more reactionary.

We must bear in mind that no
human institution ever became so

useless and reactionary that it did:

not benefit a few who live on spe-
cial privilege. This was true of
chattel slavery and Czarism, and
it holds equally good in Fascism.
This fundamental principle now
operates in the railroad brother-
hoods.. A few, the well paid offi-
cials, benefit by keeping the rail-
road workers divided in 21 indepen-
dent unions in one industry, while
the members, the many, suffer by
this arrangement. It is just on
account of this development that
the interest of the brotherhood of-
ficials becomes more and more sep-
arated from thet of the rank and
file, and we run into the contra-
dictions which flow from these
conditions constantly when we are
trying to introduce needed changes
in the structure and program of
these railroad crafts.

We find the officials against us
on every turn because they benefit
by -keeping things in the railroad
unions as they are. Their fat and

easy jobs depend upon keeping the‘

railroad workers divided and ignor-

ant concerning their best interest.
That is the reasous why such lead-
ership must protect itself from the
rank and file by gag laws and a
censored labor press. A craft union

official cannot afford to permit pro-'

gressive ideas to circulate freely
among the membership. It would
be detrimental to his intérest no
matter how beneficial it would be
to the members.

It is to the interest of the R. R.
unions to amalgamate, but it is
against the union officials. It is
for the best interest of the railroad
workers to have free expression in
their unions, but such a change
from the present gag rule would be
destructive to the special privileges
enjoyed by the craft bureaucrats.

. Any proposal for concerted and
aggressive action for wages, pen-
slons or working conditions and

shortr hours by the railroad work-
ers would be against the best in-
terest of the officials because the
craft system will prove itself out
‘of date io such a4 movement and its
lcadership would be compelled] to
‘expose its bankruptcy to lead in
such a struggle. In other words,
|we have arrived at a stage of de-
{ velopment 1n the railroad brother-
lhoods where the membership will
{find its leadership arrayed against
,them on every constructive pro-
posal.

| It is to the interest of every
&railroad worker to understand this
land act accordingliy. But we cannot
iremedy these conditions by leaving
.the union und doing nothing. We
‘are only entitled to criticize the
Eperformances of others when we
{propose something better ourselves.
; We must stay with the organized
‘workers wherever they are and do
|good and faithful work behind con-
|structive proposals and, by this
ipractical method in dealing with
jevery day problems of the workers
I'in their unions, sbow them the need-
led changes in the program, leader-
shigl and siructure of the railroad
unions. —A. E.

The Teachers and|

the Class Struggle

-One reason teéachers have been
slow to struggle is that they con-
stituted an aristocratic stratum of
the working class. Their wage
level was higher than the average
wage level of the workers. They
enjoyed job security to a great ex-
tent and all sorts of perquisites
the worker in mine or factory never
had under capitalist rule. And on
top of that they are permeated with
bourgeois ideology to a degree that
places them, in this sense, at the
rear of the class.

-But all that is beginning to
change now. The crisis is affecting
them - ruthlessly. The signs point
.to resistance by them against the
attacks on their teaching and liv-
ing conditions.

‘Teachers’ salaries in New York
and elsewhere are fixed by law and
are changeable only by legislative
action in the state legislature or
local governmental agency. In the
first three years of the crisis prices
fell precipitately. Teachers wages,
consequently, which apparently re-
mained fixed actually rose in pur-
chasing value. This appreciation
together with the yearly increments
made mandatory under the law in
some citles, constituted a more or
less steady improvement in their
condition.

Only when the crisis began to
interfere with the smooth function-
ing of this ideal set-up, as in Chic-
ago where no wages were paid for
the better part of a year, did the
teachers put up some kind of a
fight. In New York the state legis-

Successfull Meet
in Brownsville

Defying and -protestin.g the
threats of the Stalinists, over 500

workers, including several dozen
Communist party members and
sympathizers, and a labor jury re-
presenting five workers organiza-
tions and the American Civil Liber-
ties Union attended, on Wednesday
evening, Decembar 20th, the Brown-
sville meeting of the Communist
League on Russian recognition and
the Communist International. This
meeting was held after the disrup-
tion by the Stalinists of the pre-
vious Thursday evening’s meeting
on the same subject. The workers’
guard was well prepared to insure
an orderly meeting. In addition,
representatives of the Conference
for Progressive Labor Action, the
Jewish Workers’ Party (Left Paole
Zion),
the World, the Workers Unemploy-
ed Leagpne, the 22 A. D. Branch of
the Socialist Party end the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union were
present as a workers jury to place
the responsibility for any attempted
disruption of the meeting.

Two speeches from the floor
attracted much interest. First,
that of a Jewish worker who pre-
faced his criticism of comrade
Shechtman’s speech by condemning
the hooligan tactics of the Stalin-
ists which he witnessed at the pre-
ceding Thursday evening meeting.
Second, that of a young girl, form-
er member of the Young Communist
League and Unemployed Council,
who is well known to the Browns-
ville Left wing workers for her

lature cut wages about six percent.
Five hundred teachers joined the
Teachers Union in New York City

in the period of the wage cut fight.!

Schools everywhere are closing
or curtailing their terms. Teachers
wages are in arrears and are piling
up. Further wage cuts are impend-
ing. The conditions for organized
resistance are maturing.

" In New York the.defense fight is
centering around the attempt by
one means or another to prevent
legislative reduction of wages and
reduction or abolishment of incre-
ments. In itself this fight is cor-
rect. But it is not sufficient even
from the point of view of defeating
attempts to cut wages.

. Wages are reduced in other ways
tahn by legislative action. The gov-
ernment is making determined ef-
forts to drive prices up to, at least
the 1926 level. With wages fixed
up by legislative action the rising
cost of living will constitute a wage
cut. If the government resorts to
currency inflation to accomplish its
purpose the real wage cut will be
drastie,

The  expericnice of the inflation
of 1861-65, is very Iinstructive.
Teachers wages then were fixed by
law. Within that period the aver-
age wage of the teachers on a na-
tional scale was increased by 37.4
ver cent. But, as a result of the
eurrency inflation prices rose 116.8
percent. Consequently, teachers
salaries, measured in terms of their’
real purchasing power, fell to 62.3
of the 1860 basis a practical wage
cnt of 37.7 per cent.

"It follows that even a successful
fight against legislative reductions
of wages will not, necessarily, pre-
vent wage cuts. That does mot
mean that this fight should be
abandoned. - It means that it should
be broadened.

Just as the workers struggle for
higher wages to keep pace with
rising prices so should the teachers
organize and fight for higher wages
to meet the incrms?.'ln-'the cost of
ltvinz. ~—IF. STAMM.

i militancy.” She stated that she did
not agree with the program of the
-Communist League, but strongly
condemned the members of the
Communist party who had - critic-
ized Al Dasch’s record in the C. P.
She sharply scored the disruptive
hooligan iactics of the Stalinists
in breaking up workers’ meetings
and cited the previous meeting of
the Communist League, at which
she had been present, as an exam-
ple. Her speech was received with
great enthusiasm by overwhelming
majority of the workers present.
They showed their approval of
workers’ democracy. The Commun-
ist League scored another victory
in Brownsville. It will nonethe-
less remain on guard.

‘ its palpitating growth throughout

the Industrial Workers of
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A look at the League today, in

the country and the excellent types
of serious fighters it is attracting
into its ranks in ever-growing num-
bers, offers a really encouraging
picture. It is a far cry now from
the time when those who expelled
us from the official party scorn-
fully dubbed us the ‘‘three gener-
als without an army”. Still, there
is no intention at all on my part
to exaggerate our numbers and in-
fluence or to create false impres-
sions of a greater strength than
actually exists. But the League is
making a place for itself the con-
ditions now develqping in the coun-
try. - ‘
Growth of the League

With a total of 28 branghes spread
today from coast to coast, including
Canada, we have more than doubled
our membership since the last Na-
tional Conference two years ago.
On the recent nitional tour larger
audiences than beiore were attracted
to our meetings. Including those
held in New York City, a total of
over 4,000 ddvanced workers parti-
cipated in the meetings -and heard
our proposal for a new party. We
can say today that the League has
definitely becomec the standard
bearer of the future revolutionary
party. It reflectc not only this new
current but steps on the scene as
the herald of the futire upward
curve in the working- class move-
ment as a whole. That is why
the revolutionary youth responds
so readily to the extent that the
Spartacus Youth movement has
grown up within the last year.and
a half from almost .nothing to
about a dozen live active branches.
It is also the explanation of the
particularly franiic onslaughts upon
us by the Stalinist bureaucrats,

What a glaring contrast this pre-
gents. On the one hand the League
surging forward, teeming with life
and vitality, attracting to its ban-
per the more conscious Marxian
students; the League surging for-
ward in accordance with the trends
and direction of future struggles.
On the other hand the Stalinist
party, belonging to the past, bring-
ing out from the arsenals of re-
actioin the methods of gangsterism
which have long ago been properly
pranded as a curse to the American
labor movement.

The Youth ¢n the March.

In Chicago where the Stalinist
party, inturiated by the progress
we had made, came organized in
large numbers to break up the
meeting held on my tour, two new
League branches have Kince emerg-
ed. 'That is a most fitting answer.
To it can be added the fact, which
augurs well for further progress,
that in Chicago vur youth movement
is pesRaps the most active of any
place in (he country. Two live
Spartacus clubs already exist there.
The Chicago Workers’® School, dir-
ected by comrade Goldman has be-
come an excellenl suppiementary
institution reinforcing the Marxian
foundation of the mqvement. With
a total of over one hundred enroll-
ments, the school is now expanding
and forming branches in ; various
parts of the city. The Friends of
the Militant Club and an influential
Italian workers’ club complete the
Chicago picture.

To the misguided workers who
participated in the Stalinite black-
jack expedition these developmer.lts
should be telling proof of the falsity
of such methods. They will gnly
produce the kind of repercussions
which regurn to annihilate their in-
itiators. In the final analysis the
jssues of the movement, and the
positive ideas which grow out of
them, will always have to be con-
gidered® squarely. Personally, I
noticed that thoxe who performed
the hooligan role in this instance
were not at all enthusiastic about
it. On the other hand the League
members and other workers who _de-
fended the meeting were in high
spirits. They were defending the
principles of democracy and f‘re:e
speech. in the labor movement. This
is something worth making a fight
for. In this the League alrea(_ly
today performs a service which wgll
be of much greater importance 1n
the future sharp conflicts to be
fought with the capitalist agents
in the ranks of organized labor.

Test of Political Position

Will the League play a serious
part in the grandiose perspective
for rising labor militancy speeded
on by thd structural changes of
American national economy ? Tl.lat_.
after all, is the decisive questlon.‘
For a young organizati.op there na-
turally is no great tradition to point

B O (o e (o U (=

n Lo ( oou (o { s { s (. { s { s { i s (oo { smmn {, s |, e A

Just O1f the Press

s (o (o

o v { e { v § s € v { cmmen { o { e § oo |

OF THE LEFT

p { s { s { . (e {

TEN YEARS

HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES

By MAX SHACHTMAN

10c

7 Cents in Bundles of 5 or More; Order from:

PIONEER PUBLISHERS ,84 E. 10th St N.Y.C.
FTTTTDTTTTITIITDDDI-D

p) ) v )

OPPOSITION

) ) T mn ) )

2} 2 ) ') mm) e ) ) ) v )

Ay

E
]
- m—m—“—ﬂ\—w

[ing storms.
notably the Philadelphia transport-

to. But there is such a thing as
a test of political position in the
crucible"of events. In this respect
we have found our position stand-
ing firm as a rock.

Therein lies the great hope for
the future. Still. we are today very
small for the big job ahead. In
recognition of this one of our com-
rades, a well driller from Oregon,
wrote us the other day asking the
very pertinent question: “In the
awakening which is now beginning
will not our forces be too small.
There is so much to be done. Will
we not be altogether too late?”’

Today we stand before the com-
A few recent strikes,

tion strike, indicate .the resistance
which is -gathering against the
pressure of degrading working class
conditions. - And we neéed not ex-
pect in advance that international
union officials or thg NRA labor
boards will in every case succeed
in smothering the fight. On the
contrary, even the very conserva-
tive unions will be forced to take
some steps forward. In preparation
for that the League is also taking
its first steps towards its announc-
ed objective of rebuilding the. Left
wing in the trade unions.

The Trerid of the Future.

The accomplishments aré modest |

so far. Not only that, but it must
be said that in view of the imensity
of the job ahead our own weakness
in this field is all the more appar-
ent. The steps Wwhich have been
taken are reflected in The Militant,
in union uand’ strike "activities of
our comradas in New York, Minnea-
polis, Los Angeles, and elsewhere.
But, as an indication for the fu-
ture, it is noteworthy that in two
separate points in the Pittsburgh
steel region members of the League
have already taken the initiative
and become the most active organiz-
ers of newly established local un-
ions of the A. F. of L.

The Unemployment Movement

A Zurther godd indication for
future trends is afforded by the
examples of the Minneapolis com-
rades. They have been in the very

Militant
Builders

We want to address a few re-
marks to our builders. It is upon
them that The Militant depends for
extension into new and wider fields.
It is to them also that the plan-
ned transformation of The Militant
into an agitation paper will have
great significance. It will facilitate
their work,

We aim to popularize The Mili-
tant, to develop it into an authentic
spokesman and guide of the Amer-
ican working class in their daily
struggles. We mean to make At
more plain spoken, more under-
standable to the workers in gen-
eral and, above all, more directly
concerned with the problems of the
class struggle as they unfold in the
United States at this time. In that
sense it would be more “American”.
It will translate the language of
Marxism mto terms understandable
to the American workers.

We can take steps in that direc-
tion now. We bkave already made
a small beginning, but the complete
transformation will come with the
establishment of owr theoretical’
magazine to which the heavier arti-
cles, now printed in the Militant,
can be transferred. That is on the
way. Meantime we must organize
our forces to build our circulation.

The larger the circulation the
greater the influence of the paper.
The larger the Militant circulation
is the greater wili be the revenue,
the sooner it will solve our finan-
cial problems, the sooner we will
have the theoretical organ and the
transformation of the character of
The Militant.

What we need above all today is
an active staff of Militant bulders
throughout the country—live com-
rades who will take bundles of
Militants under their arms, go out
to sell them at working class ga-
therings or in working class neigh-
borhoods and solicit subseriptions. |
We need more of them. We consi-
der essential that these builders
constantly renew their activities
and continue without let-up. We
have a number of actual builders
already but we are now preparing
plans for a much wider extension
of the Militant circulation. In an-
ticipation of thiz we ask all those
comrades who are ready to enlist
amongst the staff of active Militant.
builders to notify us by mail.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

“There can be no revolutionary
movement without a revolutionary
theory”—said Lenin. A revolution-
ary theory cannot be spread effec-
tively without the help of a pu‘b-
lisihng house.

The problem now is to develop
our work on a broader scale. An
efficiently functioning publishing
house is indispensable. Every con-
scious worker, every 'sympeathizer
of the revolutionary movement,
every anti-Fascist has, therefore,
to do his utmost in the building of
guch a revoultionary publishing
center. Here is a practical way
for you to help. Buy a $5 certifi-
cate in Pioneer Publishers. This
will entitle the holder to get any
book published by us at a 40% dis-
count and books of other publishers
at a 20% discount. ’

P. 8.  All comrades who have
previously made full or partial pay-
ments for certificates should send
in their names. Properly signed

cture of the League Toda

)l and sealed certificates will be sent| what grounds? On

forefront organizing the local unem-
ployed movement and founidng it
firmly on a trade union basis, thus
establishing the unity between em-
ployed and unemployed, with the
unions taking up the fight for the
needs: of the unemployed. ‘There
was a similar example in Toronto,
Canada, although somewhat differ-
ent in its nature. In that city our
comrades were leading and moving
forces in a unitea front Anti-Fasc-
ist demonstiration which brought
out between 15 to 20 thousand work-
ers in a demonstration coupled with
a strike of brief duration. It be-
came a powerful thrust against the
infamous Section 98 of the criminal
code and restored free speech in
Toronto.

In the unemployed movement the
League is entering a broader field
of activity. It is now collaborating
directly with the Workers’ Leagues
of Chicago to extend this organiza-
tion of the unemployed to other
centers. Despite the general sag in
the unemployment movement it has
maintained several branches intact
with more than a thousand mem-
bers and a few additional hundred
members outside of Chicago. The
Communist IL.eague is cooperating
in the work of this organization
with a serious determination to help
revive the unemployed movement.

New KForees in the West.

On tha Pacific Coast our new
branches in San Irancisco, Oakland
and Vancouver were almost entire-
Iy recrnited from forces coming
over from the official party. In
New York (City, where we have our
largest membership, there are at
this moment considerable new
forces also taking the step from
the official party to the Left Op-
position. Within the official party
itself there is a dead calm, all the
more ominous after the  Soviet
recognition “batgain”. Unquestion-
ably many of its members feel very
uneasy and there will be new forces
turning away from Stalinism to
become supporters of the new party.
This was already indicated by the
official party organizer in New
Castle, Pa., when he atended our
meeting of my recent tour. He said,
“Yes, the Left Opposition rests upon
a sound foundation and it has ex-
cellent forces while the official party
in New Castle is dead.”

—ARNE SWABECK.

BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS

——————————

Madrid, Dec. 5, 1933.—The call-
ing of the recent elections for de-
puties to tne Corlez (Spanish par-
liament-—Ed.) coincided with the
period of the recrganization of the
Spanish Rclshevik-Leninists in  the
light of the decisions adopted on
an international scale concerning
the new orientation towards new
parties and the vew International
of the working class. In line with
the radical change which has
taken place in our intematiomal
organization, we decided to parti-
cipate in the elections in complete
independence and under our own
banner. The following are the most
important decisions adopted.

1. Being unable in any way to
justify abstention from elections
80 important as those which have
just taken place, we decided to
support the candidates of the of-
ficial Communist party, despite the
deep-going differences which separ-
ate us from them, in such places

-where it wes impossible for us to

present candidates of our own.
Naturally, while recommending to
the workers the support of the
candidates of the official C. P. we
did not forget to raise all the dif-
ferences which we have with this
party. On the ccntrary, the elec-
tion campaign has been an ocecasion
for us in which to make the Span-
ish proletariat understand the ur-
gent necessity of organizing a real
Communist party, inspired by the
doctrines of revolutionary Marxism,
and in the traditions of Bolshevism-
Leninism.

2. In accord with the line of
struggle followed in the elections
of November 19th, we recommended
voting for the workers candidate
having the greatest opportunity of
election, on the sccond run. It was
opposed to the tactic of the Stal-
inist party, which maintained its
own candidates .on the second run,
even where the Socialist candidate
had the greatest chance for elec-
tion. Even in this case, while re-
commending to the workers to vote,
on the second rum, for the social-
ist candidates, our criticism of the
1:0licy of this party did not cease
to be the sharpest. s

We are in the process of gather-

ing the details of our participation
in the election struggle. But now

it is well known that reaction
emerges from this struggle streng-
thened by the victory of the Right
wing. For that reason we see the
great urgency ir making known the
position our organization adopted
toward the present reactionary
threat. This position is summariz-
ed in the following leaflet distri-
buted in tens of thousands of copies
throughout Spain.
TO THE WORKERS

Reaction has taken a great step
forward.

A morfal danger faces the pro-
letariat. ’

But the sitnation is not hope-
less.

The tireasure of energy and
combativity of the working class
is not exhausted. But this en-
ergy and this combativity must
be organized and directed. There
is only one road for that: the
formation of a solid bloc of all
workers organizations to oppose
an impassable front to reaction.
The immediate aim of this bloe
should be:

1. Not to tolerate the least
‘attempt against the conquests of
the working class.

2. The defense of the workers
organizations.

3. To make the assembly of
the elected cortez impossible by
means of formidable movement.

" WORKERS

This is a d=cisive hour. De-
mand the immediate constifution

of the united front.

There :s no time to be

Each lost minute is an
gained by reaction.

To make the assembly of the
elected Cortez impossible by means
of formidable popular movement is
the immediate vallying slogan of
the Spanish section of the League
of Communist Internationalists
(formerly the International Left
Opposition—Ed.), issued im order
to block the road to the return of
reaction. The ncw Cortez must be
dismissed through the pressure and
the anger of the popular masses
grouped in organizations for anti-
Fascist struggle. In this struggle
our organization will take its place
in the front ranks and point out
the roads to be followed to save
and broaden the democratic con-
quests of the toiling masses. .

lost.
hour
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BOOK REVIEW

e

The Marxian Theory of the State,

by Sherman H. M. Chang, Ph.'

D.

This book is advertised as “the
first scholarly book on the Marxist
theory of the state”. Dr. Chang
came to write it by chance. Be-
ginninig merely out of curiosity
with a chapter on Marxian theory,
he discovered that no one had writ-
ten fully on the political theory of
Communism, and therefore decid-
ed to make a deep study of “this
formidable theory of the state”.
He devoted two years to this deep
study, and accomplished precisely
what could be expected from a
curiosity that is bolstered up with
such concentrated effort. In that
time, he managed to become .ac-
quainted with a half dozen pam-
phlets by Lenin, a few extracts by
Trotsky, and absolutely nothing of
Liebknecht, Luxemburg, and Mehr-
ing, not to mention such “non-
entities” as Plekhanov or Kautsky
of the pre-revisionist period.

Chang’s “Slant” on Marxism

In view of the fact that = this
book bristles with classic quota-
tions of Marxism, and also because
such outstanding theorists as Bed-
acht and Trachtenberg seem to have
been somewhat involved in provid-
ing Dr. Chang with a genuine
“glant” on Marxism, we intended
to go somewhat into the scope of
this purported interpretation of
Marxist theory, and Chang's gquali-
fications as a scientist and scholar
in general.

In this “Marxian” study of the
state, there is practically no men-
tion whatever made (to say noth-
ing of analysis) of the Russian
Revolution of 1905, and the Oct-
ober Revolution. One is led to
the suspicion that Chang’s reason
for studying the Paris Commune, is
the fact that it has had some men-
tion among “his authorities.”

Chang’s scholarship is upon that
level which does not transcend
scholasticism. The bulk of his
bibliography consists of the wprkl
of such authorities on Marxism as
Max Peer, M. M. Bober, one Kleene,
and the like. To prove that his.
torical materialism is monistic, he
refers—to the “findings of Kleene
and Bober (which serve to stren-
gthen our contention that histor-
ical materialism is monistic”. Al-
though he refers slightingly te
Plekhanov as another “great Marx-
ist”, Chang obviously never read
Plekhanov’s classic defense of his-
torical materialism. It 1is only
when his own authorities fail him
that he resorts to such dubious
sources as Trotsky—for example,
“since even such an authority....
as Max Beer overlooks this char-
acter of the Commune, it is worth
while to quote Trotsky.”

A Survrising “Discovery”

It is mot surprising therefore to
find that the Doctor is surprised
at the deliberate falsification of
Marxism by the revisionists. And,
moreover, ‘that from the heights of
his erudition, he suspects that even
most devoted disciples of Marx
were not quite so well informed as
he. Chang indirectly imputes to
Lenin ignorance off Marx’s ‘“The
Class Struggles in France.” On
the grounds

to those who have pnaid $5 or more. ' that he did not include two well
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known quotations from that book
in his pamphlet “The State and
Revolution”. According to Chang,
“it js interesting to note that such
a devoted disciples of Marx had
made no mention (of these pass-
ages) in his State and Revolution”.
Had the doctor devoted a few more
weeks to Lenifi he might have dis-
covered that a number of people
had written rather fully on the
political theory, and that Lenin had
far closer first hand knowledge
about the quotations than Chang!
He might have also learned that
the “State and Revolution” was
never completed, as planned.

But his two years research auth-
orizes Chang not only to note with
interest but also to comment in
passing upon the relative merits of
Marxists. No work of Mehring's
is referred to in Chang's book, but
he did read a book of Ryazanov,
and this leads our doctor to the
scientific conclusion that Ryazanov
ranks higher than ‘Mehring. “It
should be noticed in passing that
Ryazanov as a historian of Marxist
literature (sic!) ranks higher even
than Frans Mehring.” We need
only remark that Ryazanov ranked
Mehring as the greatest historian
of Marxism.

Literature and History

Chang not only has hazy notions
as to what Marxist literature con-
sists of, but he confounds literature
with history, and' is blissfully un-
aware that there is a distinction be-
tween dialectic materialism (the
philosophy of Merxism) and histor-
ical materialism (Marxist sociol-
ogy). He thinks that *“historical
materialism is also known as dial-
ectic materialism.” In Pennsyl-
vania this passes for scholarship.
But these are only the artificial
pearls of his erudition, the genuine
jewels are still ahead.

The learned Doctor has a preface
and an introduction to his book.
{n the preface he informs uys that
in his book there is “little mention
r use of Marxian economics”. But
in the introduction he informs ue
that “it is presumptuous to draw
a rigid line between economics and
politica} science.” He is convine-
ed of this, on the authority of pro-
fessor J. H. Laski. On his own
words, and upon his own authority,
Chang pleads guilty of having been
so presumptious as to draw a rigld
line between Marxian economics
and Marxian polities.

His lack of knowledge of Marxign
economics does not, however, hin-
der ‘him from speaking authorita-
tively about it. According to him
“one of the productive forces s
wage-labor.” He confounds pro-
ductive forces with productive re-
lations. Wage-labor is a produc-
tive relation. It is a bourgeois
relation of production.

‘The Marxian concept of “class”
is a closed book to Chang, but this
does not prevent him from being
very erudite in his chapter, “The
Class Domination Theory of the
State.” According to Chang thé
intellectuals are a class in society.
It is perhaps safe to say that even
Redacht knows better.

When the classic quotations of
Marxism run counter to Chang’s
own conclusion, he amputates them,
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in order to make them conform.
Thus Chang is convinced that a
necessary feature of Communist
society is the disappearance of the
division of labor. He reaches this
conclusion by misinterpreting
Marx’s statement to the effect that
in a Communist society the subjec-
tion of labor dependent upon the
present division of labor will dis-
appear, and that there will be no
opposition between brain and man-
ual work. Td Chang this means
that the division of labor itself
will disappear. (Marx’s own words
are “when the slavish subordina-
tion of the individual to the yoke
of the division of labor has dis-
appeared, and when concomitantly
the distinction between mental and
physical work -has ceased to exist
....”7). Chang then bolsters his mis-
interpretation, by reporting that
Engels agreed with him. Engels
(acording to Chang) held the view
that the division of labor “lies at
the basis of the division into class-
es”. (The point being that since
classes will disappear so will the
division of labor!). Here is what
Engels. actuaily wrote, “It is, there-
fore, the law of division, of labor
that lies at the basis of the djvi-
sion into classes.” Of course, the
enslaving subordination of the im-
dividual under the division of labor
as it exists in class society is one
thing, and the division of labor it-
self is something else again. Among
the outstanding characteristics of
Communist society is that it frees
the individual from subjection un-
der partieular types of the division
of labor; but the Communist so-
ciety itself has no intentions of
doing away with division of labor.
it is pased upon international divi-
gion of labor. And of course the
law of the division of labor is one
thing, and the division of labor is
another. But Chang is law unto
himself, and having confounded so
many things, and understood 8o
little, he confounds Marxism with
himself.

A Typhical Ph. D. Thesis

What has been said is sufficient
evidence that Chang’s thesis is &
typical Ph. D. performance on the
American standard, pretentious,
presumptious, and second-hand.

i From the Marxist viewpoint it is

worthless. We caution those who,
seeking the easy way ,would use
this book as a source book of guo-
tations. For one -thing, Chang
quotes Lenin through Stelin. But
then what else could be expected,
from one indebted to Bedacht, ex-
cept to cite Stalin as ‘“one who
follows Lenin’s theory of the pro-
letarian dictatorship very closely”?
Is it astonishing that Chang there-
fore lists as minor extensions of
Marxism, Lenin’s “theory of colo-
nial revolutions and the theory of
the unequal development of capi-
talism”. And that he also includes
among Lenin’s contributions to
Marxism “the theory of the possi-
bility of the victory of socialism
in one country.” For a summary
of all these minor extensions, he
refers the readers not to Lenin but
to—Stalin. But the good doctor is
not being funny, he is serious!

In all respects, his performance
qualifies Chang not. only for a doec-
torate but for a professorship in the

present Marx-Lenin Institute, under
the leadership of Stalin.

—JOHN G. WRIGHT,
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Heon Trotsky

HITLER THE PACIFIST

Hitler wants peace. His speech-
es and his interviews on this theme
ard constructed on an ancient for-
mula: waer is incapable of solving a
single question, war threatens the
extermination of the superior races,
war brings the ruin of civilization
in its wake. The classic argument-
ation of the pacifists for hundreds
of years! No more consollng is the
fact that the Chancellor of the
Reich has already succeeded in
convincing several foreign journal-
ists of his absolvte sincerity. It is
true that another pacifist whose
sincerity is not open to the least
suspicion, Karl Ossietzki, can ask
why he continues to remain in a
concentration camp, if the leader
of the present government applies
his fundemental theme assiduously,
if not with very much talent. But
Ossietzki s imprisoned for the very
reason that he is able to pose em-
barrassing questicns.

The Arguments of Hitler

MThe argumenis of Hitler are con-
vineing in the degree that they have
volume. All the ministers, all the
orators, all the journalists swear
that the Third Reich has been call-
ed into being to realize the fratern-
ity of people. If all of National
Socialist Germany is learning to
handle arms, it is only in order the
better to become impregnated with
hatred for them. Even yvon Papen
who, as early as May 13th, still
preached that the true Germany
ought to die young on the field of
battle and not from hardening of
the arteries, does not cease to re-
peat now, that there is nothing more
worthy than to give up the ghost
peacefully surrounded by one’s
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren,

The peopies of Europe passion-
ately want the preservation of
peace. No wonder that they lend
an ear’ full of hope, to the bulky
argumentatich from Berlin. It is
not very difficult to dispel their
doubts. Many are asking: and
whet is to be thought, for instance,
of Hitler's autobiography which is
entirely built up on the irreconcil-
ibity of the interests of France and
Germany? An apeasing explana-
tion has already been givén: the
autobiography was written in pri-
gson, when the author’s nerves were
disordered and it is only through an
obvious negligence of the minister
of propaganda that this disturbing
book continues to this day to serve
as the basis for national educgtion.

“Peace” Instead of “Struggle”,

Once the geustion of “equality of
rights” is determined in favor of
the Third Reich, Hitler will pre-
pare the publication of a new edi-

tion, more reassuring. If the
book has been called up to now,
“My Struggle”’, the principal ob-
jeet of “My Struggle” being the

Versailles Treaty, in the future it
is very probable that it will be
called “My Peace” and that they
will append to il a report of the
National Socialist physicians at-
testing that the nerves of the author
are in better order. And the Leip-
zig trial shows that the medico-
legal surveys of the Nazis exist im
the world, life will probably be
made sn eternal delight. But un-
fortunately side by side with these
virtues stupidity and credulity still
live on. Who wili have to pay for
them?

The author of these lines has al
ready at one time attempted to
draw the reader's attention to a
remarkable document, the “Open
Letter” from Hitler to the then
Chancellor ot thc Reich, von Papen,
Unfortunately ovr weak voice ob-
viously has not reached its destina-
tion. The “Open Letter” has not
become, as we had hoped, the brief
of all editors and all diplomatic
chancelleries. And it is well de-
serving of that. The recently pub-
lished political document of German
propagapda aré also incontestably,
very instructive But they have
the drawback of being secrets. One
can always suspect a falsification.

Hitler’s “Open Letter”.

The “Open Letter” is not a secret
document. This pamphlet was offi-
cially published by the Nazi party
on Qctober 16, 1932, three months
before Hitler’s seizure of power.
His nervoug system at alt time had
succeeded, we must believe, in com-
pletely recovering from the tests of
1923, Hitler already felt himself
almost in the government. There
remained only the hurdling of the
last obstacles. The ruling classes
looked towards him hopefully, but
not without fear. They were par-
tlcularly apprchensive of any ad-
venture in “romantic” chauvinism.
The aim of the “Open Letter” was
to assure the possessing classes, the
bureaucracy, the generals, the im-
mediate retinue - of Hindenburg
that he, Hitler, contrary to the
light avenger, Von Papen, would
pursue his ends with the greatest
caution. The “Open Letter” dis-
closes a complete system of for-
eign policy, which only now as-
sumes its full importance. The
withdrawal of Germany from the
League. of Nations was received
throughont the entire world as an
unexpected and unreasonable im-
provization, However, it is stated
with absolute precision in the
“Open Letter” why Germany would
1#nve Geneva and how it would be
necessary to arrange this break.

Nazi Foreign Policy.

The exceptional value of this let-
ter consists in that Hitler, still in-
clined in those days to battle and
polemic, rashly unveiled the secret
springs of his future foreign pol-
icy. The point of departure of the
“Letter” is the same as that of the
autobfiography: the interdsts of
France and Germany are absolutely
irreconcilable; from its whole in-
clination Irance can come to an
agreement only on the basis of a
change of relationship of forces in
favor of Germany; Germany caunot

hope to obtain “equality of rights”
by means cf discussion in interna-
tional conferences; in order that
international diplomacy recognize
Germany’s right to rearm, the Ger-
mans must rearm at once. But
that is precisely why it is impos-
sible to demand aloud the reagma-
ment of Germany as von Papen
does. It is the slsgan of a “popular
movement” but in no case of dip-
lomacy. A government conscious of
fts responsipilities,—that 1is the

governmeni of Hitler and not of
von Papen,—should demand only
the disarmameni of Irance. And

since France is no case could agree
to that, Germany should leave the
League of Nations in order thus to
free its hands. 8o as to make war?
No. Germany is still too weak for
its government to speak in the near
future in any ofther language than
that of pacifism.

Reereating German Militarism

Invoking the “danger” which
threatens it in the East, and utiliz-
ing the antagonisms among the
states of the .West, Germany should
recreate the basis of its militarism,
gradually, by proceeding from the
general to the particular, to the
special. iIn order to conduct this
work to a successful end, there
must be a national conspiracy of
silenec; above all the Ossietzkis
must be kept under lock and key!
A government conscious of its re-
sponsibilities must take the instru-
ments of pacifisy in its own hands.
By following this path they will
succeed, in the course of several
years, in preparing a radical change
in the relation of forces. After
that they will be able to pass anew
from “My Peace” to “My Struggle”
and even to “My War”.

Such is Hitler's plan. The plan
flows from the whole situation, ex-
ternal and internal. Hitler himself
has taken care to give humanity a
key,—or, to use a beter known ex-
pression, a passport,—in order to
penetrate the secrets of his future

international poiicy. Despite all
the respect we have for the two
sympethetic journalists, we prefer
to base ourselves on the declara-
tions of Hitler himself, supported
by an imposing system of direct
and indirect procfs.

From a fact, even a strongly es-
tablished one, different practical
conclusions. can be drawn. Various
answers can be given to the policy
of Hitler. 1t is not at all the in-
tention of the present article to
give counsel to those, whoever they
may be, who decide the fate of
Europe : they truly know themselves
what they kave to do. But the pre-
mises of a realistic policy, what-
ever its aims and methods. is an
understanding of the situation and
the forces at work in it.

Hitler’'s Caiculated Plan. .

We must see what is. Hitler has
left the League of Nations not un-
der the blow of a nervous improvis-
ation, but in conformance with a
coldly calculated plan. Hitler .has
himself assured the ‘“national” con-
spiracy of silence. He carries on
his work in the direction of a radi-
cal change in the relationship of
mlllmrv forces. It is plecwely
now, when this work has already
begun but is still far from having
given decisive results, that' Hitler
must employ the greatest ecaution
in the Kuropean arena. Do not
frighten anyone, do not irritate
anyone; on the contrary, open wide
the arms. Hitler is ready to cover
the walls of the war factories with
pacifist speeches and non-aggression
pacts. Paris would rather have a
knife. If a clear, simple, non-dip-
lomatic formula of the pacifist of-
fensive is necessary, it is the fol-
lowing: for the mext two or three
years Hitler must painfully avoid
a preventive war on the part of his
opponents. Within these limits his
pacifism is absolutlely sincere. But
within these limits only.

—L. TROTSKY.
November 23, 1933.

Wicksatlarge Again

After a long period of silence,
H. M. Wicks, is heard from again.
Wicks. is now touring the country
with a Marx-Lenin exhibit = which
he supplements with a lecture. But
this angle of the affair is only an
external covering. The essential
purpose of the tour is to incite a
progrom spirit against the Left Op-
position and, like all revisionists of
Marxism, to do it under the man-
tle of Marx and Lenin. And who
could do that better than H. M.
Wicks?

'The speech is divided into a dis-
cussion of the three Internationals.
Wicks is a calm and deliberate man
when he speaks of the first and
second internationals. But when
his speech covers the ground of the
Third International he is a changed
man. The calm and deliberate

Wicks becomes a blustering ignor-| ...

amus whose speech is filled with in-

vectives against Trotsky and the
Left Opposition. “Counter-revolu-
tionaries” and “renegades” are

nicknames thar pale alongside the
new language, the sum and sub-
stance of which, is the instruction
to carry on a campaign of gang-
sterism against the Left Opposition.

True, this policy is not a new
one. The Stalinist International
and all its sections have carried
on a policy of violence against op-
ponent workers organization for a
number of yearvs, increasing or de-
creasing in intensity in. equal de-
gree with the credit or discredit of
the Parties. In the United States
the Central Committee directed this
policy of gangsterism. Because of
pressure, this policy was put aside
for a short period. The C. C. denied
that it was responsible for this
policy, but it refused to instruct
the ranks of the Party to cease
employing Fascist tactics in the
labor movement.

Revival of Gangster Methods

Now the Parties of Stalin are
again making use of the tactic of
gangsterism. The heavy defeat in,
Germany, the weakened position of
the Soviet Union at the hands of
the Stalinist’ bureaucracy, the de-|
cline of the International—these
are all motive forces behind this
policy. In recent months there has
been revived the tactic of physicali
attacks on the Left Oppositionists.
These attacks are prefaced by
theoretical speeches of justification!
This Wicks tours the country with'
a Marx-Lenin exhibit in order to
make lynch speeches against the
“Protskyites”. He fumes and frets,:
bellows and howls, with a languagel
characteristic of Wicks. il

But why Wicks? Why should
he be resurrected for this cam-
paign? Why rhouldn’t Hathaway
or Browder make this tour and do
this dirty job? They are the lead-
ers of the Party. They stand out
as the face of the Party. And there-
in probably lies the answer. It
would not be fitting, or shall we
say, very political, to have the Na-
tional Secretary of the Party or the
editor of the Daily Worker meke
such a tour; although we assure
our readers, there would be little
to choose between them. But then,
why Wicks? And ‘thereby hangs a
tale.

The Record of Wicks

When the Ogpposition was first
organized in this country, H. M.
Wicks, it was, who write a series
of vicious articles against it, com-
paring the sterling revolutionary
character of the Stalinists with the
counter-revolutionary make-up of
the' T.eft Opposition. Those who

Wicks stood out as the emblem of
all that is good, and honest. We
thought it in the best interest of the
working class to tell who this Wicks
is.

In the early days of the founda-

tion of the Communist movement,
Wicks played an active part. For
a time he disappeared from the
scene. Then he returned once more
to take an active part in the Party.
What happened in the meantime?
Wicks turned apostate! He who
shouts renegade so loudly played
the role of a rénegade. ‘We quote
from the Gary, Indiana, Post (Now
Post-Tribune), the issue of March
25, 1920, pages 1 and 9:
“H. M. Wicks, of Chicago, a re
formed Socialist, spoke on the rev-
olutionary tendencies of the times to
some forty Gary men last evening
.Bill Haywood and his satellites
should not be tolerated in this coun-
tryy Mr. Wicks said, he had been
advising American Legion members
not to permit these vermin to talk
to them, but to knock them down.
That he said is the only language
they understand....He commended
the deportation proceedings thas
have rid the country of many agi-
tators and urged that other foreigm
troublemakers be given the same
treatment. He urged an American-
ization program for the foreign
speaking workers and he said the
American Legion is the one organm-
ization in the country which is do-
ing good Americanization work....
He told of attending the congress of
the Communist Party in Chicago.
By use of a caucus about one-fourth
of the delegates controlled the
m eeting.. Lenin is a dictater....
The speaker could not find words
to describe his disgust for the I.
W. W. He charged them with be-
ing cowards and the scum of the
earth. ... Wicks is preparing to tour
the country on the Chautaugua
platform this summer in order to
let the American people understood
the true situation.”

Once Excluded from Party.
Wicks applied for membership in

.the Communist Party in 1921, after

his excursion into the ranks of true
renegades and provocateurs. The
“Official Bulletin of the Communist

{Party of America; (Section of the

Communist International)” issued
by the General Executive Commit-
itee, No. 2, page 1, under the head-
ing “Some Important C. E. C. De-
cisions”, declared:

“The recommendatmn of an in-
vestigating comumitiee that Harry
Wicks shall not be admiited to the
Party was approved. The informa-
tion proves him to be absolutely un-
desirable within the Party ranks.”

Some years later the matter was
brought up in the Party but was
squelched by Lovestone and Pepper
then in control of the C. E. C. They
have since admitted their error!
Isn’t it understandable now why a
Wicks was chosen for such a delect-
able work? ‘When he spoke for the
reactionaries in Gary he boasted
and gloated because he advised the
American Legion not to permit the
vermin (Haywood and his com-
rades) to talk to them but to knock
them down. He doesn’'t have to
change his act now, because experi-
ence has made him fitted for this
filthy work. There is no one better
suited to calumniate the ‘“Trotsky-
ites” than one who has been a re-
negade, such as Wicks has been.
That is why he was ‘chosen for this
task. At any rate we feel it incam®
bent to warn the workers every-
where that H. M. Wicks, erstwhila

know Wicks, and there were a few,
could not take him serioysly, be-
cause to them, the record of Wicks

was an open book. But to many,

renegade and unofficial advisor to
the American Legion, is at large
agaln,

MOVIE
REVIEW

e e e P A T el S S S i A,

As movies go Noel Coward’s
Cavaleade is an old picture. Fox
turred it out almost a year ago.
The thing got so much publicity,
and was talked about by so many
people we got curious about it. And
we figured that workers felt the
same way aboul it. So’ we want
te see it.

This is what we found a story
which begins in the Victorian era
in England and takes us through to
1933. In a way it is a love story.
But it is a much more ambitious
production than a mere tale of
hear: beacs. The producers think,
no doubt, that .they have made a
faithful chronicle of an epoch that
has passed into history and truth-
tully recorded .he life of a genera-
t:on.

Let us take them on their own
terms. What do they tell us about
these years And the people who
move across the screen? The cen-
tral figures’ man and w''e, who are
hapaily married ten years at the
opening of ‘the picture, obviously
belong to the upper class. They
live in a big hoase, have servants,
and move in elite circles. The
source of their income is not even
indicated. A sordid detail in a
story of love tha: endures througn
the ages!

The war against the Boers sep-
arates them for a time. In the
elaborate scenes of the fervor that
cvertakes every patriotic British
citizen the producers who are, no
doubt, opposed to propaganda in
the movies have an opportunity to
tell us the truth about the brutal
course that empire treads. Do they?
Not a bit. The war is only an in-
cident in the love life of four peo-
ple.

Do men die in the brush? Are
Boers murdered to establish Brit-
ania’'s might? These are unimport-
ant details, are not mentioned in
polite society. DBut our hero comes
back at the head of his troop, 'safe
and sound, very much in love with
his wife, and is knighted. _

The queen dies and everybody
dresses in black. This signalizes
the close of the Victorian era. Th»
world moves on. The butler and
kis wife, the maid, leave to open
a pub. The children grow up. The
butler turns out to be a drunkard
who dies in a street accident.

The elder son goes down - with
his bride on the Titanic on their
honeymoon. The World War comes.
Father and son do their duty. 1he
latter falls in luve with the daugu
ter of the dead butler. She is now
a famous musical comedy dancer.

The girl’s mother goes round to
see the boy’s mother about the
aftair. Servant confronts mistress.
The mistress is still the same cour-
teous, kindly, sweet woman she
has always been toward her ser-
vants. But the former maid; she
dresses ridiculously and put on airs.
Her pretensions of equality are so
much vulgarity. Oh, the lower or-
ders! Unworthy wretches, drunk-
ards, ungrateful, offensive. They
don’t know thail quality is inborn.

It is armistice day. The painfuj
interview opetwecn mistress and for-
mer servant is terminated by a
telegram announcing the death of
the boy. The girl becomes a nighat
club blues singer. Her mother
disappears from the chronicle.

Come crises, revolutions. The
world moves at a faster tempo. It
is restless, nervous——the twentieth
century is full blast But the old
house—it is stil; the same. Noth-
ing changes here; not custom, not
the very furniture (only the cur-
tains are changed one week before
the ‘close), and certainly not the
people in it. At the end as in
the beginning they have each other;
they are still 1n love; that counts
more than all else in the world.

Is there a moral to this story?
You bet. Old virtues are the best.
Just how to the line of bourgeois
morality and the world will muddle
through somehow. It is not your
business to remake the world. Just
look at the butler; he was not
satisfiedd with his station in life
and kindly treatment. He tried to
remake his world and he came to
an untimely end. Do your duty; be
content with yobur lot; love your
wife! It is written—by Noel
Coward and Fox. —T. S.
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‘“The New DDeal®

Government proclamations deal-

ing with economic measures are
1Ssued so often it is difficuit to keep
up with them. This in itself re-
veals the mounting difficulties
which confront the dominating im-
perialist power in the decay stage
of capitaljsm. The resort to gov-
ernmental economic measures in an
attempt to “bring back prosperity”
is a game that has no end simply
because capitalism has contradic-
tions which the most powerful of
governments cannot solve or elim-
inate. In this cjrcumstance the
task of the ecapitelist government is
to adopt such measures as will place
the ruling class, in the prelimin-
ary struggles and preparations for
a re-division of the earth, in the
most favorable posjtion against the
other imperialist powers and the
working class at home.

Such is ihe purpose of the NRA
and all of the other measures taken
by the govarnment since it was com-

pelled by .the, situation to work
more in the open. As soon as one
government measure is used up

and faces breakdown new decrees
are issued. At cne stage the slack
is taken up at 4 critical moment
by the Civil Works Program—a
form of government relief which
is half charity and half stagger
plan. At another time the cracks
are plastered over with an expand-
ing monetary policy in a series of
steps which range from going off
the gold standard and placing un-
limited power n the president’s
hands to the gold-buying policy and
now to the silver policy of the gov-
ernment. At other times critical
stages are maneuvered through by
the recognition of the U. 8. 8. R,,
the Hull Tariff proposal, or the
establishment of the Federal Sur-
plus Relief Associatjon, etc.
Presidenl Roosevelt has extended
the blanket code four more months,
to May the First. This was neces-
sitated by the fact that. the pro-
cess of reorganization, at the ex-

ANEW STAGE INTHENRA

dle class, has not gone fast enough.

There are unly two variants possi-
ble—or modified forms of these two
variants—that the ruling class can
take in relation to the NRA and its
international supplementary meas-
ures. They must either return to
the past and give up the *“govern-
mental experiment In business”,
or proceed fyrther on the present
path. Tt can be answered with
certainty that there is only one
road ahead for American imperial-
ism. That is the road of increased
governmental control and regula-
tion of American economy. A rich
variety of forms leading toward
state capitalism is possible, pro-
viding the proletariat does not in-
terpose its own solution and made
short work of the whole mess.

The governmeut measures design-
ed to insure a more favorable posi-
tion for American imperialism on
the international field dovetail into
those measures which aim . to re-
organize production within the
counfry. None of the government
measures i~ exclusively internal or
international. However, the NRA
is primarily an internal object;
the majority of the other measures
supplement the NAA internally and
extend the economic war out into
the international arena.

The government monetary poliey
in its successive stages is not mere-
ly a series of internal measures to
boost prices, as the administration
would have us believe.-
analysis it has greater internation-
al importance. (Qne may safely say
that the central contradiction con-
cealed within the monetary policy
is the struggle between the Pound
and the Dollar for world suprem-
acy. But England and the United
States are not the only two coun-
tries striving for a bigger place in
the sun. Other imperialists are
putting up a dcsperate fight forj
the same goal. These struggles in-
evitably cross thic struggle between

pense of the workers and the mid-!

the Pound and the Dollar, and often

—

Hamburg.—I spent my time in
Hamburg not only with many so-
cial democratic workers but with

leading comrades as well (local,
district leaders, old trade wunion
secretaries). All these men feel

that they were betrayed by their
leaders and they do not dream of
continuing to work together with
the old leaders of the social dem-
ocracy. The Prague Vorwaerts was
distributed here up to three weeks
ago.

Following the arrest of a courier,
they are examining the boats in the
harbor with extreme scrutiny. Most
workers utilize the Vorwaerts only

‘as a source of informeation, other
distribute it despite its content,

only 80 as to do something against
Hitler. Others burn it Dbecause
they do not want to run any risks,
but many burn it because they ‘con-
sider its contents despicable.

The political line of these people
is very vague although they have
begur. to discuss with the Commun-
ists and the small groups. Discus-
sion circles were created in this
way. A Reichsbanner group is
particularly noteworthy. This
group was weli equipped technic-
ally, but its positions were very bad
ideologically. They worked on the
principle of authority and omni-
impotence of the leader. They
showered the S. A. P. with insults
considering the latter as undisci-
plined because they wanted to
break the discipline of the ranks
of the organizution at that time.

Their position towards national-
socialism was very poor. They ex-
plained that they had to attach
themselves to (he nationalism of
the people Most of the Germans
are nationalistic and they cannot
be won over by internationalism.
Only after the conquest of power
can the question of international-
ism be posed. Nationalism was only
a tactic for them, they said. But
I think that there was much senti-
ment hidden behind this stand.

The Communists with whom I
come into contact in Hamburg had
suffered severe losses throughout.
They seldom admitted that they
were almost completely annihilated
by agent provoacteurs. The repres-
sion becomes stronger from month
to month and men are arrested en
blec, 40 to 50 ati a time. They are
very dogmatic in their stand and
they invariably abide by the old
party line. They still have good
organizations and they publish
printeg papers. I receive the Rote
Fahne, the Junge Garde and the
Trommel (children’s paper) in
Hamburg.

BERLIN.

Berlin—Wels is still in the lead-
ership of the 8. P. D. Four social
democratic papers are in existence.
Vorwaerts has not been circulated
here for some time. The workers
refuse to take it. The Proletarische
Pressedienst (Proletarian Press Ser-
vice) is much better and even very
muck. liked among Communists. It
has a circulation of 2°000 copies.
Each copy has 5 readers. The
same circle publiskes Initiative. The
latter is only an information organ
for leading functionaries. Roter
Stosstrup has the same function
in Hamburg. They are against all
discussion and theyx are c¢onnected
with the Reichsbanner who have
been taken int¢ the illegal leader-
ship. Their ideas on dictatorship
and the principle of authority are
very bad.

The Young Soclalists who have
struggled with K. for a long time
are truly revolutionary and are
brilliantly active. The Young So-

clalists keep in cOnnection with

From Nazi Germany

the Proletarische Pressedienst on
the one hand and work with the
Left Oppcsition on the other.

In § weeks § printing presses
were seized from the Communists.
The Rote Fabne, despite all, con-
tinues to be published but only in
mimeogranhed form. The content
remains the same. I had an op-
portunity to speak with a leader of
the Brandenburg district. He and
others were very sceptical and are
now working in discussion circles
with the Left Opposition. They
feel the pressure from the Com-
munist workers for the united
froni.

The Left Opposition works mar-
velously. Relations with Commun-

ists and =ven leading functionaries.

are established daily. We have
equully good relations with the
Young Sucialists who are now con-
sidered “Trotskyites”. These com-
rades reject the strangling discipline
of the C. P. G. They have made
this crystal cl-ar to K—-—and
St——. The Left Opposition can
today not only double but triple its
membership. But it should be very
careful of dete:iives and admit only
vanguard elepn:ents.

Due to the catastrophe not only
large sections of the social dem-
ocracy, but aiso a section of the
Communists have finally understood
that Trotsky's analysis of Fascism
was correct. Everywhere the ques-
tion is asked: “What does Trotsky
say?’ Many voluntarily enter int»
relations with us. It confirms to
me the new relations between th.
social democrats, communists and
Left Oppositionists. It can be s22u
everywhere that the active com-
rades are ery oung. The average
age is from 20 to 25 years.

Exploitation and wage cuttiag
have becn intensified. I know of
a place where they pay 50 prennings
an hour. The cuts extend from 0
to 259%. 'The cost of living 1as
risen, which means greater explui-
tation. Most of the workers eari
between 25 aad 50 marks, i. ..
hardly more than the relief ratus
Those receiving aid are forced iv
work ,thr2e days for it. They r--
ceive "75 pfenning a day. Due to
this grrangement another worke; is
unmeployed for the three days.

The forced labor camps grew 1u-
cessantly. Thousands of workers
who refuse to go to the forced la-
bor camps have been cut off the
relief lists. The general purchasir,
ability is ‘oweved from day to day.
Statistics for heer show that 51¢,
less of this bL.verage is consumed
now than bpefore the war.

Naturally there are many more
vnemployed than previously. The
manner in which the Nazis deceive
the people is shown in the case of
a young comrede in the Left Op-
position at H-——. The comrads:
was sent .rom the employment of-
fice to K—- They said there was
no more unemyloyment in K
The workers of K. protested be—
cause there were obviously more
unemployed there than in all Ger-
many. After 17 days they all re-
turned to H

As I see it there now exists very
good opportunicies to for a rise of
the workers movement{ if the re-
sponsible comrades of the Left Op-
position can conduct extensive ac-
tivity in Germany. But lack of
money. paralyzcs the. forces. The
.comrades simply have no money
with which to send the most urgent
Jetters.

READ AND SUBSCRIBE

TO THE MILITANT

In the firal’

monetarily stand out more promin-
ently. An example of this is to
be seen in the ratification of the
international agreement for the re-
monetization and stabilization of
silver and the president’s proclama-
tion on this .question.

A new government organization
of far-reaci:ing powers, recently es-
tablished’ i¢ the Federal Surplus
Relief Corporation. The New York
Times says it may exercise “any
und all powers” that may legally
be delegated to it under the NRA,
the AAA aund the Emergency Relief
Act. It may “purchase, store,
handle and process” surplus com-
modities of any kind. It may at-
tempt to “adjust the severe dispar-
ity betweea prices of agriculture
and other commodities.” Subject
to Federal and State laws it may
“purchasse, hold, own, ‘mortgage,
sell, convey, or otherwise dispose
of ‘real and perscnal property of
any sort, and in general, carry on
any and ail business necessary for
.the relief of the existing national
emergency’.”

Thiyg will act a5 a sort of a sec-
ond line trench behind the NRA. It
brings out into bold relief the great
difference petween the present re-
organization for capitalist repro-
duction and that which followed
past crises when capitalism as a
world system was ‘“healthy” and
developing. It exposes the spots of
ldecay even in U. S. economy, the
dominating section of world econ-
omy. Capitalism has now reached
a stage where the process of decay
is “orgapized”. There is such a
thing as ‘organized capitalism”,
but in a sense completely opposite
to that conveyed by the capitalist
theorists. Decay on a world-wide
scale proceeds on an “organized”
plan; only in this way can the
capitalists retain power.

| In Germany, the main defeated
nation in the last world war, this
“organized decay” took on its most
violent form—Fascism. America,
the main victor of the war and the
strongest power now, has been able,
up to the presenl time, to escape
both the revolutionary destroyers
and the Fascist saviors of cavital-
ism. Nevertheless, it does not
escape the need of reorganization
by the curtailment and destruc-
tion of productive forces that must
not be replaced. In previous crises
during the growth stage of capl-
talism the procesy of reorganiza-
tion always proceeded by the de-
struction of certain productive
torces and commodities; but the
new cycle started out with a more
highly develoved technique of pro-
duction than that which obtained
before the crises. This destruction
of productive forces and commodi-
ties is not the new feature of the
present stage. The important new
fact is that the process of destruc-
tion is proceeding in an attempted
“organized fashion”’ by means of
government subsidy where political
exigency requires it, and without a
reorganization on a superior tech-
nical level. In the decay stage of
capitalism, within which American
economy is included, iron shackles
are fastened on the productive
| forces.

This does not mean that the
cycle of reproduction and the crea-
tion of surulus value cannot again
proceed. The NRA and the other
measures are working toward this
end. However, the rate of surplus
value will diminish progressively
unless warc and revolution alter the
whole situation.

The NRA already bhas greatly
assisted the process of reorganiza-
tion and centralization of industry
and government. But by no means
has it solved the problem. A new
problem confroniing the present
rulers is the army of permament
unemployed and the prospective
Europeanization of the American
workers, that is, their political
aweaekening. Against this new and
added danger from the working
class the executive committee of
the capitalist class has created the
NRA. They forsee this danger and
aim, by mecans of the NRA, to
shackle the rising class in advance.
The NRA has a far reaching econ-
omic effect but its effects on social
and class relations will he even
greater.

The middie class has not been
roused to action yet. The stage is
only being set through the NRA to
squeeze them on a far larger scale.
No one can predict which way this
class will move. Already the
farmers have shown open hostility
to the NRA. 'This has forced con-
cessions and has only postponed
struggled on a wider scale. A sec-
tion of the capitalists which had
enjoyed monopolistic positions in
certain industries have been oppos-
ing the NRA. They already enjoy
a special positior within their
field. The government measures
are of no value to them unless they
are on the inside track. That
group of capitalists which has the
inside track is carrying on a
struggle for domination within Am-
erica against other groups of con-
tending capitalists and is usingg
the NRA for this purpose. Many
of the higher-ups in the “sound
money bloc” and ‘“gold-bloc” happen
to be with that group of capitalists
which is under attack.

The working class is being dis-
illusioned. New measures will be
attempted to keep the discontent
from crystallizing into definite
channels of class struggle against
the NRA and all that goes with it.
The reduction of the living stand-
ards of The whole class is proceed-
ing as rapidiy as the NRA becomes
a “success”. The political awaken-
ing of the workers will be greatly
advanced in the general process
now taking place.

~HUGO OEHLER.




EDITORIAL

Strike the Hotels

NE of the bright spots in the rising labor move-
O ent is the sensational rise of the Amalgam-
ated Food Workers and its militant challenge to the
big New York hotels which have been completely un-
organized and immune, to “labor troubles” for many
years. Within the space of a few months’ time,
thanks to the strong sentiment for organization in
the ranks of the fiercely exploited workers and a
competent leadership in the union, the Amalgamated
kas bounded forward to a commanding position in
the situation and is the indicated medium for the
organization of a general strike to smasb the infam-
ous NRA code and enforce the workers' demands.

The action of the union in putting the prepara-
tion of the general strike now definitely on the
agenda, after the arduous preliminary work in spread-
ing the message of unionism and gathering the forces
of the workers together, raises the prospect of a
battle that can mean much for the labor movement
in general as well as for the workers directly io-
volved. Shut off from unionism for so many years,
the biggest industry in New York—for that is what
the hotel and restaurant business is—remained a
stronghold of super-exploitation which helped to de-
press the standards and undermine the organizations
of all the other workers.

In invading this field and establishing the firm
basis of a union there the Amalgamated Food Work-
ers has rendered a signed service to the whoie move-
ment of organized labor. In the projected strike it
will be entitled to the solidarity and support, which
are needed to ensure success.

» * * *

To wrest concessions from the big New York
hotels is no small undertaking. It cannot be ac-
complished without a real battle, and the battle can-
Hot get a good start without serious preparation and
a fair basis of organization beforehand. In proceed-
ing from this point of view, and in moving step by
step along a consistent line—gathering forces, build-
ing up the umion, popularizing the idea of general
strike action instead of reliance on the NRA—the
Amalgamated has already stamped itself in the minds
of thousands of discontented hotel slaves as an or-
ganization that means business, not bluff and bally-
hoo. 1'he steady stream of new recruits into the
union bears testimony to this. These demonstra-
tions of confidence in the union presage a widespread
response to the strike call when it goes out.

{The challenge to the NRA code and the hotel
magnates in whose interest it was drawn up leads
with iron necessity to a strike. There is no other
way but by a show of strength to convince these
people who refuse to hear or heéd the b1tter griev-
ances of the workers. The demands gained and the
organization established in this way will be all the
more secure. There will be no ground for the illu-
sion that anybody gave the workers anything. It
will be clear that everything gained is the result of
organized struggle and it will not be easy to take
the gains away again.

* ® % &

The general strike of the New York hotels will
be an undisguised fight between capital and labor
under modern conditions. The New York hotels ar:
not one-horse concerns—they represent a huge con-
centration of capital closely tied up with the banks,
and in some cases directly controlled by them. This
policy is anti-union from start to finish. The Am-
algamated union, on the other hand, is a modern
type of labor organization, industrial in form to in-
clude all workers in the industry, militant in poliey
and relying on its own strength.

The A. F. of L. unions in the industry havc
never tackled the big hotels; they have confined*
themselves to smaller units—Ilittle cafes, cafeterias
and night clubs—leaving the big and powerful con-
cerns and the workers enslaved by them pretty much
alone, Antiquated craft unionism demonstrates its
inadequacy and the whole theory of the “partnership
of capital and labor” goes to pieces when large-scale
aggregations of capital are confronted.

_ The Amalgamated Food Workers arose as an inde-
pendent industrial union in a field that was deserted
and unoccupied just as similar organizations must
and will take shape in other big industries which
the craft unions are unable or unwilling to organize.
It is not'a “dual” union but the legitimate organiza-
tion to serve the needs of the workers. The fore-
most and fundamental task in preparation for the
general strike is to build and strengthen the Amal-
gamated Food Workers.
% ] * *

Concentration on this fundamental task of or-
ganizing the workers into the Amalgamated does not,
of coursp. prevent cooperation with other unions in
the indug.ry and, in our opinion, the Executive Board
of the A nalgamated was right in declaring its readi-
ness to mngage in joint actions with the A. F. of L.
unions in case the latter are really prepared to act,
that is, to call a strike of the workers under their
jurisdiction. Such a proposition can very well re-
main as a standing attitude provided it does not lead
to illusions among the members that some nebulous
combination or instrument outside the Hotel and
Restaurant workers branch of the Amalgamated can

be the driving force of a real strike. The Amalgam-
ated itself is the driving force! It would be fatally
wrong to shift attention from the fundamental task
of organizing the unorganized hotel workers into the
union to the field of negotiations, discussions and re-
criminations with other organizations which have a.
basis in the hotels. The mechanism for a strike is
first of all is membership in a UNION. A hundred
“joint committees” and “United Front Conferences”
cannot be substituted for it.
» * * *

As the hotel and restaurant workers move to-
ward a show-down with the rapacious exploiters
who coin their lives into dollars one warning cau-
not be repeated too often. That is: Put no faith in
the NRA, distrust every move it makes, rely on your
organized strength and the soldarity of your fellow-
workers alone!

There is no doubt that many hotel and restaurant
workers believed in the NRA at first and expected
that Roosevelt would really do something for them.
They have reason, to know better now. After the ap-
proval by the NRA of the shameless hotel and restau
rant code—one of the very worst of all, with its
54-hour week and similar odious provisions in favor
of the bosses—it should be clear to every thinking
worker that no help can be expected from this
guarter. Just the contrary. The whole NRA scheme
was hatched to head off the independent action of
the workers, fill them with false hopes, dampen down
their militancy and harness them for a long time to
the old conditions. MThe proof of this, which bas been
amply provided already in the experience of the
hotel and restaurant workers, is driving them Lo
unionization and to concrete preparations for a strike.
That is the only way to success in the struggle to
improve conditions and make life more bearable for
the cruelly exploited workers of the hotel and restau-
rant industry of New York.

Mooney Appeals Again

EARS pass, the case of Mooney becomes an old
story, the movement for his release ebbs and
flows and ebbs again, militants grow tired and neg-

lect the fight, but there is one who never tires, never
quits and never surrenders, and that is the indomit-
able rebel, white haired and aging in prison, who cax-
ries the burden of the case on his own shoulders.

The letter from Tom Mooney which is printed in
this issue of the Militant is anotber reminder of this
gact. It is an appeal which no militant worthy of
the name can read without emotion and without a
resolve to take up the fight again in his bebalf.

Only a few weeks ago Mooney passed his Slst
birthday—more than a third of his years have been
spent continuously in prison. To our shame his
birthday passed without a wave of public demon-
strations and tumult in the street. To our shame
the fight for his release has again become a perfunc-
tory, routine affair. It must not remain omn this
plane. We must gather all our forces and energies
together again to make the labor movement ring
with his name, to make the demand for his libera-
tion a living and burning issue of the whole work-
ing class.

The Mooney case is not an extraneous issue; it
is fused together inseparably with awakening revoit
of the American workers against capitalism and all
its works. The name of Mooney is a banner of strug-
gle. His spirit is the expression of the aspiring
struggle of labor for life and freedom. And just
as he symbolizes by his dauntless rebel spirit the un-
dying struggles of the workers, so also does the bar
barous and inbhuman punishment imposed upon him
till the true story of the class justice of today. The
fight for Mooney is a fight agajnst the whole system
of slavery, exploitation, hunger and injustice. The
fight for Mooney is the workers’ own fight.

The weight of the class system bears down ever
more heavily on the masses. They feel every more
intensely in their own daily lives the iniquities of
the hateful regime; their grievances bring them into
closer sympathy with all who suffer oppression and
injustice. They can become one with Mooney who
symbolizes their rebellion and pays for it with a
living death in the California prison. It is our task
to hasten this fusion in a renewed fight for Tom
Mooney.

* * * »

The remarks of Mooney about the Chicago Con-
gress and its aftermath are painful to read. It is
clear from these remarks, as has been pointed out
in these columns many times, that those who mono-
polized the leadership of the Left wing labor move-
ment in recent years are able only to disorganize t¢
disrupt and to destroy. The blight of their influence
is felt even in the defense movement for labor pris-
oners, and the .Mooney case is not the first exampie
qf their capacity to sacrifice the interests.

A genuine and legitimate non-partisan defense
organization is an urgent need. This is widely felt
and recognized already. Mooney’s letter brings the
issue out into the open more prominently. There is
much to be said on the questions raised in Mooney’s
letter. In next week’s Militant we shall return to
the subject again.

Another «Friend» of the Soviet Union

and his fellows as the “friends” and
defenders of the Soviet Union. Shaw
and his friends are only petty bour-
geois or bourgeois

The great wit of the bourgeoisie,
George Bernard Shaw, has discov-
ered a2 new love. Before the war
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CHICAGO FORUM
Lecture by Albert Goldman

on

SOCIALISM IN THE SOVIET
UNION

masqueraders,

it was the Fabian Society, the pink-

est of all pink organizations. Dur-
ing the war he served God and Em-
pire. Recently his love was the
Soviet Union, whose hotels at last
had hot water, and whose trains
at last ran. And now it is Herr
Hitler.

“Describing Hitler as ‘a very
able man’ Mr. Shaw said he had
the genius to realize ‘that Germany
had been kicked long enough.’ (New
York Times.)

We cannot blame Mr. Shaw. He
always was just one thing—a bour-
geois, & very clever and, at times,

caustically critical one, but none
he less a bourgeois. And Mr.
Shaw is perfectly right. Adolph
is 4 great mah—for the boutgeoisie.
For the workers Hitler is hell in-
carnate.

The -danger lies not in Mr. Shaw
being a bourgeois, but in the will-
ihgness of so-called proletarian
leaders to take him for something
else. And the danger becomes dis-
aster whep the Stalinist leaders of
the raly upon Mr. Shaw

and when they get tired or scared
of the red get-up, they’'ll change it
for black, brown or blue. Henri
Barbusse, Romain Rolland, XLord
Marley, and all the rest will very
probably disappear long before the
battle which decides whether the
Horst Wessel song shall be sung in
Moscow’s streets by Hitler’s brown
shirts—or whether the Interna-
tionale shall be heard in Berlin.

Mr. Shaw has shown these peo-
ple the road. It is useless for Com-
munists to blame them for taking
it; they are what they are. But all
workers must watch with suspicion
those leaders of the Soviet Union,
the whole ~Stalinist bureaucracy,
who prefer such friends and de-
fenders to the revolutionary prole-
tariat.
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THE LOGICAL CONCLUSION

“The Communist Party of Am-
erica does not concern Russia, and
the Communist Party of Russia
does not concern America.” Trans-
port this formula of Litvinoff to
Europe and you have: “The Com-
munist Party of Germany does not

jconcern Russia and the Communist

Party of Russia does mot concern
Germany.” OR: “The World Com-
munist Parties do not concern Rus-
sla and Russia does not concern
The World Communist Partles.”
Thus Spoke Stalinism!

1Transport Tie-up

in Philadelphia
Sympaﬂ Strike

(Continued from Page 1)

appeals of Senator Wagner and Dr.
Leiserson, secrerary of the Nation-
of the taxi drivers and the trans-
portation - workers for action, the
local union of the Infernational
Brotherhood declared for a strike of
all transportation workers in Phila-
delphia on Friday, December 22nd.
Nine unions with the -additions of
hundreds not yet organized re-
sponded. The following were in-
cluded : Brotherhood of Transporta-
tion Workers, 11,000; Railway Rx-
press Drivers, 3,000; Teamsters,
3,000; Milk Wagon drivers, 2,000;
Bakery wagon drivers, 2,000; Laun-
dry wagon drivers, 1,100; Dry
Cleaning drivers, 75; Piano Movers,
500. Thousands of transport work-
ers stood in the cold for hours out-

side the strike lLeadquarters. and
enthusiastically cheered the strike
call.

Through striking under a call

to make *“the bosses agree to abide
by the Labor Board’s decision”,
(from the strike leaflet) the driv-
ers are in conflict not only with
the bosses directly, but also with
the governmental NRA itself. This
must be fully realized by the strik-
ers and all workers as a guard
against deception.

Many already understand. 'Thhey
say, “we’ll die of old age or starva-
tion or both waiting for the NRA
to do sowething.” The strike call
itself speoks of the strike as labor’s
only weapon now.

Supporting Taxicab Drivers

The strike approached but did nét
become a general strike in trans-
portation. 1t was called in support
of the embattled taxicab drivers.
But it is not that alone. The in-
dividual unions have their own
grievances and demands. Thus the
milk drivers who are the strongest
reinforcement in the strike and are
out almost solidly, are striking for,|
better hours and higher wages and
union recognition. They have been
organizing all Summer long and
are now stirred into action by the
practise of the milk companies
singling out union militantls and
firing them off the job. The same
applies to the laundry drivers and
cleaners drivers. The Brotherhood
of Transportation Workers, an in-
dependently organized union which
elitered the A. F. of L. as a second
local at the conclusion of a sue-
cessful stiike a couple of months
ago, is using the strike to further
strengthen its organization.

Betrayal of Bakery Drivers:

The bakery drivers union has
once more been betrayed. Three
months ago they went on dtrike
and were misled into returning to
their jobs under old conditons, un-
der promise of favorable action by
the National Labor Board. For two
months the National Labor Board
considered their demands—for two
months the Bakers’ Club (the asso-
ciation of the bosses) have been
busy demoralizing the workers by
firing the active unionists from the
job.

But when it comes to strikes-
breaking, the MRA and all its
boards and officers are on the job.
Within two days of the general
walkout the National Labor Board
“grants” the bakery drivers a 44
hour week maximum and a $27.50
week minimum pay, obviously
prompted by eiforts to break the
unity of the workers. Without any
agreement on the part of the boss-
es, the union officials called off their
strike and sent the men back. Now
the drivers, who see no indication
on the part of the bakers to recog-
nize the award of the, union, are
demanding action. In fact not all
of the drivers went back, hundreds
are still out despite the union order.
This Thursday the union is taking
another strike vote.

Labor Fakers in Action

As soon as the American Federa-
tion ¢of Labor Executive Board be-
came cognizant of the sweep of the
strike and the erthusiasm it arous-
ed it came to the aid of—the boss-
es. “Lieutenant” Daniel J. Tobin,
International president of the
Teamsters’ Union came out with
his wire to the local state organizer

of the union, Thomas O’Brien, that
the strike is illegal! “No permis-
sion was asked and none was given
to call a zeneral strike....” This
stab in the back has had its effect.
At the present writing five unions
remain out on strike, four having
gone back. The taxi, milk, laundry
men now constitute the backbone of
the strike.

It is imperativc for the speedy
success of the strike—that of the
taxi men as well as that of the
other unions—that the strike be
extended to a complete general tie-
up. The strike must go to the P.
R. and
street car; and, if need be, to call
out not only thc drivers but the
inside production workers as well.

To date neither the Socialist
party. nor the Communist party
have made public any announce-
ment on the strike. The 8. P. is
in the background of the taxicab
union and, to a lesser extent of
other uniopns. In this way it hopes
not to emdarrass the A. F. of L.
officialdom and to absolve itself
from any commitments before the
workers. The C. P. has made no
other contribution than a miser-
able leaflet by the sterile T. U. U. L.
The T. U. U. L. Butcher drivers
has been given representation, on
the strike committee as has the
Independent Retaii Laundry Driv-
ers.

The leallet issued by the local
branch of the Communist League
calls for. a complete
strike, the six-hour day five-day
week with union wages and for a
policy of class struggle against
class collaboration.

--LEON GOODMAN.

T. workers—subway, bus

transport!

SATURDAY,

Hotel Workers Drive
TowardGeneral Strike

(Continued from page 1)

cussed and approved definite wage-
scales which are now part of the
official demands of the union, spe-
cifying in detail the minimum rates
of pay for different types of work
of varying degrees of skill and re-
uponsibility. The union demands
inglude:

Full recognition of the union.

A minimum wage of $20 a week
for the lowest-puid workers in the
industry.

Specific minimum wage-scales for

higher pay for the more skilled
workers.

Tips to be entirely separate from
wages.

A minimum working-week of 40
hours, consisting of 5 days of 8
hours each.

No split wateh.

No charges fo.
or laundering.

The next stage im the develop-
ment of the union will be marked
b the increasing populariaztion and
agitation for these demands, which
will be put in the center of the
organizing activity, and the pre-
paration Lo enforce the demands by
general stiike nction.

A mass meeting has been; called
for Thursday evening, Dec. 28, at
9 p. m., at the union headquarters,
915-917- 919 Ilighth Avenue, to put
the demands of the union before the
hotel and restaurant workers and
explain the preparations which are
necessary to obtain them.

The Confidence in NRA

Kvery worker will have to realize
that these demands will not be
conceded merely by asking for them.
The hotel and restaurant men them-
selves are well-organized, and pre-
pared to resist every serious demand
for improving ccnditions. This is
shown not only by fhe vicions con-
ditions which they have attempted
to saddle firmly on the industry
through the codes (54-hour week
which is really 60 hours, concealed
wage cut through introducing
charge for meals, taking wages out
of tips, etc.), but by their efforts
to promote company unions in one
form or another, refusal to deal
with unions, attempts to discrimin-
ate against active union men, etc.

Here and there, particluarly in
houses where thc Amalgamated is
well-organized, the bosses have
thrown out a few concessions—
scattered wage increases, even re-
arrangements of shifts to shorten
hours. This has been particularly
true since the Montclair workers
went out solidly on strike, cooks,
waiters, busboys, dishwashers, etc.,
under the banner of the Amalgam-
ated. The workers generally un-

meals, uniforms

derstand, however, that these are
only sops to keep them Quiet and
head off fturther advances of the
union.

The American Federation of La-
bor locals have been coming for-
ward with particalarly militant
phrases, threalening a general
strike of protest against the codes,
in which they have claimed to have
the support of the Amalgamated
and of the Federation of Hotel and
Restaurant Guilds (the company-
union, type organization recently
built up out of the previously-
existing fraternal clubs and pro-
fessional societies such as the
Geneva, Vatel, Helvetia, etc.). The
Federation at once repudiated any
connection with a strike, although
it appearea to vacillate a little
later; meantime it has been ad-
vertizing for extra workers for
New Year's Eve.

Prefering for General Strike
The Amalgamsted has made its
position clear with regard to the

A. F. of L. pubiicity as to the
thraténed protest strike. It is
unconditionally opposed to the

codes, and as long ago as Nov. 21
at a mass meeting passed a resolu-
tion denouncing the codes and stat-
ing that the workers were prepared
in defense of their conditions “to
use the effective weapon of the
general strike”. All our organizing
work is directed to this end and
we intend to make the general
strike a real one.

As opposed to .the bosses’ de-
mands, embodied in the codes, for
perpetuating and aggravating the
miserable conditions which prevail
in the industry, wc set up the work-
ing class solution to the problems
of the industry: higher wages and
shorter hours to raise the standards
of the workers and relieve unem-
ployment. We know that we can-
not get these things without a
struggle, and specifically a general
strike.

It is important and necessary to
make every effort to obtajn the
greatest possible unity in action of
the labor organizations in the in-
dustry in support of any serious
action for the purpose of enforcing
these class demands, including) not
only a well-prepared and powerful
general strike movement but‘ also
such actions as joint mass meetings
or protest actions to prepare for
it. It is essential, however,
every such step should be a serious
part of a definite program calcul-
ated on the basis of the real forces
available and have behind it the
full weight of the organizations

concerned.
—A. F. W. WORKER.

New York Printers Organize Union

New York.—A general meeting of
uonrganized printers took place on
December 17, 1933 at Germania
Hall. It was called by the Inde-
pendent Printing ¥mployees. A pro-
minent feature was the presence of
a number of union men who en-
couraged the new body with warm
words from the floor. Official re-
presentatives of Big Six end Press-
men’s Local No. 51 were also given
an opportunity tc express their
views. Numerous applications for
membership werc filed with the
committee after the speeches and
discussion.

These, workers listened with at-
tention and enthusiasm to a mem-
ber of the Orgauization Committee.
D. S. Gordon, who described the
wretched conditions in the trade,
the disastrous competition between
union and non-union printers and
the advantage taken of this division
by the employers. He pointed out
that while the printjng bosses were
combining to ggeure higher prices
from the NRA code now under dis-
cussion more than half of the
printers in this city are unorgan-
ized and ignored by the A: F. of L.
unions, whjch through their prohi-
bitive initiation fees, their closed
membership books and long periods
of apprenticeship have become clos-
ed corporations to a huge section
of the unorganized. Concludjng
with an appeal for organization
and action as the only effective
method for the unorganized to im-
prove conditions, Gordon stated
that it was the intention of this
union _fo work as closely with the
other union men and their organiza-
tions as possible and to work for
thq establishmen: of one union in
the industry.

The floor was thrown open for
discussion and printer after printer
got up on his feet describing condi-
tions urging the need for organiza-
tion and counselling courage
determination for the Independent
Printing Employees. The printers
present took hearl and hope when
members of “Big Six” and the
Pressmen’s Union No. 51 told them
that they too wete opposed to the
policies of the leadership of these
their respective organizations for
unons, that they were fighting for
an industrial instead of the craft
union, for the organization of the
unorganized. They wished the new
Union success and offered to  fight

for it inside the A. F. of L. unions.

The presence in the meeting of
Thomas J. O’Connell, Label Repte-
sentative o>f Typographical Union
No. 6 and Edwin L. Duck, Special
Representative ot the N. Y. Print-
ing Pressmen’s Union No. 51, gave
the new union recognition, however
informal, almost from its incep-
tion. These A. F. of L. represen-
tatives, soft spoken, silver-tongued,
confidential back-slappers, consum-
ed considerable time of the meeting

and

-explainirig to the workers the great

work they were carrying on and

.into the waste basket.
how easy it was to join up im| of what it means to an innocemt

their organizaticns. The printers
plagued them with questions, re-
counting cheir unsuccessful at-
tempts in gaining admission to the
A. F. of L. Facts were counter-
posed to honeyed words and Duck
and O’Connell did considerable

wriggling and squirming. It can
be said with certainty that the
speeches of these A. K. of L. re-

presentatives served to confirm the
imperative need for the new union
in the minds of the assembled
printers.

In reply to the discussion Gordon
properly exposed the pretensions
and deception of the A. F. of L.
representatives, stating in reply to
one of them who said that where
there was a ‘“‘will to get into the
Pressmen’s Union or ‘Big Six’ any-
one could enter”, that the new un-
ion not onl had the will but the de-
termination to crash the closed
doors of the above unions. But it
was well aware that this could
only be accomplished by the unor-
ganized taking the job into their
own hands through the pressure
of the new union.

Additions were made to the Or-
ganization Committee which will
proceed with the stupendous task of
gathering all ¥he unorganized
printers under the banner of the
Independent Printing Employees.

—A PRINTER.

A Letter from Mooney

(Continued from page 1)

Sheet for the film, “THE STRANGE

CASE OF 1'OM MOONEY”. If this
Motion Picture should be shown in
all of the motion picture houses
of this country, my continued im-
prisonment would be mpossible.
If you are a member of any or-
ganization, move for the appoint-
ment of a committee to call upon
the managers of all the ' motion
picture houses in your city, show-
ing this press shoot, and urging
that they show this film in their
theatre; assuring them that if’ it
is shown, your committee and all
of the members of your organiza-
tion, will do all possible to secure
the largest attendance while it is
being shown—that you will help to
secure local publicity through the
press and cother sources.

‘Eighteenth Year in Prison.

July 27, 1933, I began my eigh-
teenth year in prison for a crime
that I was acquitted of on the 24th
day of last May. That is dem-
ocratic capitalist class Jjustice—
with a vengeance.

I do sincerely hope that you will
treat with generous consideration
this most urgent appeal for help—
commensurate with your means and
the worthiness of this cause. I
plead with you, I urge you, I im-
plore youn not lightly, or throw it
Just think

that| ™
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Notes of the
Week

MR. ERNEST . WEIR, steelmas-
ter, very quietly challenged Section
7a of the NRA last week. He held
an ‘“election” in the mills of the
Weirton Steel Company (a | subsi-
diary of the Nationual Steel, of which
he is president) at wnich 49 com-
pany union men were delegated as
“representatives .t their own choos-
ing” by the mill-hunds. To keep up
race, the Labor Board and General
Johnson protested, fretted and
chreatened.

* * * *

But Mr. Weir, the papers tell us,

read “David Copperfield” for the
aundred and first time. “1t gets
better with each recading”, he re-

marked.
L ] + ¥* *

The steelmaster, “a rugged indiv-
idualist who came up from the
ranks in the old American way”,
has every cause tc maintain his
equanimity. “The next step is up
to the administration”, and that
the administration will merely mark
ume is self-evident from all past
experiences.

*x * & *

This is not the tirst and we don't
believe it will be the last instance
of the utter contempt with which
oig business regards the ever so
solemn agreemenis concluded from
Jme to time by the code authorities
in Washington. 'fhe National Steel
made more profit in 1431, according
to reports, than all the other steel
companies put togcether. 'That is a
persuasive enoungh argument to
counter any of the General’s force-
ful paper ultimaia which serve as
a veil tor feeble action. Such argu-
ments abound in the ranks of the
rugged individualists.

* * * %

In most cases, the next step on
the part of the adininistration is a
surrender to the captains of indus-
try all along the line. A case in
point is the latest development in
the needle indusiLry. There the code
authorities, after arbitrating the
great New York strike last fall
with a seeming victory for the
workers, have now made  public
some rulings wh:ch practically turn
the tables in favor of the employees.
A so-called “sub-rormality” clause
permits the paymeut of a wage be-
1ow the establshed minimum to
slow” workers. What other effect
can this have but the granting of a
loophole to the ncedle bosses by
which they can abolish the minimuz
wage altogether? Another ruling in
the same industry gives the South-
ern and Western employers the
right to pay their workers from 30
to 40 per cent lower wages than in
the Kast. What other effect can
this have but the enforced reestab-
lishment of the Sweatshop?

* L *

At a meeting of rnorganized work-
ers and union men, an A, F. of L.
official wno is aiso serving on one
of the NRA Cumpiaint Boards told
those present that he believed the
chiselers had wormed their way
clear into the NRA itself. Beihg
all hepped up by the propaganda
against the chiselsrs, the good man
appeared to be quite outraged by
this fact. It never occured to him
that an administrntion which stands
four-square for a :system—the Jrofit
system of capitalism—which up-
holds the free-for-all grab and may
the best chiseler win, cannot help
being swamped by them.

* * * *

While the American workers may
not as yet have come to the reali-
zation that it is up to them as a
class to take the works into their
own hands and run industry for the
benefit of all the people, they are
nevertheless gropingly doing some-
thing about it. Tley are realizing
already with increasing clarity that
NRA won’t do & thing for them un-
less they themselves get together
in formations of their own and see
that they get whatever they can
out of it. They no doubt notice
with growing apprehension the fact
that ouf of 3,000,000 Blue Eagles
issued to the boss class—and how
many million vioictions?-—the Na-
tional Recovery administration an-
nounces only 58 ( ¥ifty-eight!) with-
drawals. ...

-—G....n,

MINNEAPOLIS OPEN FORUM
LECTURES
Sunday, January 7th at 3 P. M.
WHAT HAS THE STATE LEGIS-
LATURE DONE ABOUT RELIEF?
Speaker: C. R. HEDLUND

January 14th, at 3 P. M.
IS THE ROOSEVELT PROGRAM
BRINGING RECOVERY?

Speaker: WILLIAM KITT
January 21st, at 3 P. M,
LENIN MEMORIAL MEETING
Speaker: O. COOVER
Held at: 1530 Franklin Avenue
Auspices. Minneapolis Branch, Com-
munist League of America.

ADMISSION FREE

man—buried alive in this tomb of
forgotten men—for seventeen of the
best years of his life—denied and
deprived of all that life holds dear.
How would you feel if you were
so brutally treated? Won't you do
as much for me as you would like
thers to do for you, if in a similar
predicament?

Accept my heartfelt thankful ap-
preciation for any consideration you
may show this desperate appeal.

With my warmest personal re-
gards and best proletarian greet-
ings, I am,

Comradely yours,

TOM MOONEY 31921
SAN QUENTIN PRISON




