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Civil War Shakes Cuba;
U. S. Ready to Intervene

The political crisis in Cuba ap-

pears at last to have reached a
definite climax. The pressure of
the working class and the petty
bourgeois masses aimed at the over-
throw of “Butcher” Machado, has
thrown a monkey wrench into Am-
bassador Welles’ attempts to solve
the impasse by arbitration. Strikes
initiated by the revolutionary work-
ers in Havana as a protest against
the interyention of Wall Street’s
viceroy as mediator in the island’s
politics, spread throughout the is-
land alfecting all industries and
partaking of the nature of a gen-
eral political strike. Even the
Chamber of Commerce organiza-

tions in some places are giving
their support to the movement.
Mass demonstrations in Havana

and other cities have created a sit-
uation that at this writing the
police and military have been un-
able as yet to dominate.

Mass Murder

Machine guns are being used in-
discriminatingly against all groups
gathering in public places and the
list of dead and injured mounts
rapidly. While the overwhelming
majority of the population is being
brought into action, all of the bour-
geois opposition groups which are
united only in the demand to de-
throne the Machado dictatorship,
are exerting their chief energies
to attempts to canalize the move-
ment and keep it under their con-
trol. The Communist party, while
not in any sense having the hege-
mony of even the workers on
strike, counts nevertheless with
broad sympathies among the mass-
€s.

For many months the American
imperialists, who have a dominating
control of the Cuban sugar indus-
try and of most of the island’s
minor industries besides, have real-
ized that Machado’s regime was in
its decay stage and incapable of
further serving their interests ef-
fectively. Any one of the principal
leaders of the opposition (Menocal,
Mendieta, Gomez), all of whom
have extensive interests in the
sugar industry themselves together
with the imperiaists, would be
equally willing, given the power,
to serve Wall Street interests, and
would be able to do so in a less
crude and more effiicatious manner.

Behind the “Arbitration”

It was the reaization that Mach-
ado’s overthrow could only led to
a long drawn out struggle among
those very elements now collabor-
ating in the opposition, which
might give the Communists and
other extremist elements an oppor-
tunity for struggle and growth,
that led the Roosevelt administra-
tion to seek a means of comprom-
ise through mediation. The rev-
olutionary mass movement is not
only the workers’ protest against
the arbitrary interference of the
U. 8. State Department, but is also
an attempt on the part of the
Cuban masses to seek the revolu-
tionary way out of the political
impasse and the economic crisis
which has been continual in the
island ever since the collapse of
the sugar industry in 1925.

The colossal failure of American
armled intervention in Nicaragua
and the scandals attendant on the

occupatijon of Haiti, have made the
State Department reluctant to in-
tervene with armed forces in Latin
American countries if other
methods can possibly be used. How-
ever the situation in Cuba may
easily develop to a point where

Wall Street will demand armed in- |
‘tervention. Steps are already being.
taken to facilitate rapid movements|

of armed forces to Cuba on a mo-
ment’s notice. Several U. 8. mar-
ine and navy units are already pre-
pared to embark. Washington dis-
patches indicate that the 1st Artil-;
lery Brigade now in N. Y. State;
and abqut 1,000 marines stationed,

at ‘Quantico, Va. would be the first;

to be moved.

In this regard the American Com- ucan ‘marines.

munists must raise the slogan'

“Hands off Cuba”.

'gans, and

made wiph the errors of opportun-
ism gnd of adventurism, which
find their expression in the con-
fusion of national with class slo-
terroristic  tendencies.
The J.eft Opposition of the Cuban
Party is conducting an intense
struggle for the correct Leninist
policy. —R. N.

BULLETIN

As we go to press, we learn that
horrible machine gun fire from the
roof of President Machado’s palace

imowed down hundreds of Cuban
i demonstrators on the

streets of
‘Havana and' has aroused the entire
'country. Martial law has been de-
clared. There is danger of imme-
diate armed intervention by Amer-
The Cuban militia
has been called out by Machado.
, The populace is urged to defend

The Cuban masses require and! the country against “foreign imper-

Street’s government in order

to | | ialism”.

The Cuban tyrant thereby

overthrow the dictator who until! hopes to win the aunti-imperialist
:forces to his banner. P,

a few scant months ago was able,
to continue in power, thanks prin-,
cipally to the support of the Amer-
ican imperialists.
Correct Policy Decisive

Our party in Cuba has the op-
portunity to play a leading role
in the struggles now developing
in that country. Its influence in

the coming period will depend al-
most entirely on the correctness
with which the party reacts to the
sitnation. If the proper slogans
are advanced and the correct tac-,
ties pursuned, the Communist party,
may well find itself in the direct’
leadership of the Cuban working'
class. In order to achieve this
however, a definite break must be'
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Perspectives of
the Upturn

By LEON TROTSKY

This analysis by comrade Trot-
sky was written in August last
year as an introduction to a dis-
cussion. It retains all its validity
today except for the reference to
the German trade union question.
The demand contained, correct then,
has now been obviated by events.
—Ed.)

Business cycles in the post-war

period have ceased to constitute
the normal machinery of capitalist
development, insofar as capitalism,
in its entirety, is in a period of
decay. - But this does not mean that
economic fluctuations belong to the
past. Immediately after the war,
it is true, they lost their cyclical
and as to the recovery, at least,
their nuniversal character. Both
these characteristics, however, up
to a certain point, at least, are be-
ing revived before our eyes.

The present crisis is of world
wide character. This means that
world economy whose existence was

(Continued on Page 4)

into a no-strike agreement with the
Industrial Recovery Administration.
It came as an anti-climax to the
numerous strikes in various indus-
tries, the most powerful being the
one of the Pennsylvania miners
which involved at the time of the
truce some 70,000 men, threatening

dred thousand, even engulfing also
the steel industry. That
fear into the hearts of the capi-
talists and labor lieutenants alike.
They hurried to reach the no-strike
agreement. This is a desperate
atempt to hamstring the American
workers until the industrial codes
with their class collaboration and
compulsory arbitration machinery
is firmly established.

all unions and industries and to

remain in effect during the period‘

LABOR’S MIGHTY CHAI.I.ENGE

Only a few brief weeks since the
Industrial Recovery Act went into
operation and there is already a
husky crop of powerful strikes such
as the country has not witnessed
'for a long time. Are these the har-
bingers of coming greater, and more
'intense, struggles? TUnquestionably|®
that is the case.

The workers are beginning to
assume the offersive, relying essen-
tially upon their own™ mass power,

U. S. Anti-War Congress

Socialists Withdraw from

Arrangements Committee

On Labor Day week end, Septem-
ber ist to 4th, the “United States
Congress Against War” will be held
in New York City. The official call
of the Congress contains the signa-
tures of the Communist party, a
number of organizations which it
controls, pacifist groups, the I. W.
W. and the, Socialist party. Re-
cently the National Executive Com-
mittee of the Socialist party with-
drew from the united front because
of criticisn against it contained
in the Daily Worker. A few words
on how this united front was ar-
ranged.

Under the paternal guidance of
Henri Barbusse—who will be in
the United Sates for the Congress—
Sherwood  Anderson, Theodore
Dreiser, and Upton Sinclair, mem-
bers of the American Committee for
Struggle against ‘War, issued an
appeal for the September Congress.
Suddenly an arrangements commit-
tee composed overwhelmingly of
Stalinist controlled organizations
was organized. The Musteites
joined in. Under pressure primar-
ily of pacifist friends of Barbusse
in the 8. P., lead by Jesse Wallace
Hughan of the War Resisters’
L.eague, the National Xxecutive
Committee of the Socialist party
joined the united front on the con-
dition that it be given adequate

]ackal Press Howls at Trotsky

The announcements that comrade ; they receive in our midst, that they

Trotsky, held in Turkey for five
years by Stalin’s diplomats, is al-
lowed to sojourn in ¥France, has
thrown the Stalinist bureaucrats
into confusion. For a week, the
editors of 'Humanite, organ of the
French C. P., have filled its col-
umns with, a torrent of filth. Dar-
nar, one of the editors of I'Human-
ite, has been instructed by Stalin’s
agents to sling mud, to concoct de-
tective stories,—a stinking litera-
ture of provocation worthy of a
white guard. The Political Bureau
of the French party which was too
impotent to organize the slightest
action against Fascism, has stirred
itself to hysteria to incite the ap-
paratus against Trotsky.

These articles and these bursts of
rage will do much to open the
workers eyes to the real policy of
the bureaucrats!

And where do they look for argu-
ments? They look to the Fascists,
to Coty! (the arch-reactionary per-
fume manufacturer and publisher)
Read the articles in L’Ami du Peu-
ple (Coty’s paper), listen to the
cries of hate from the allies of
I’'Humanite :

“The traitor Trotsky is given
permission to sojourn in France.

“One has the right to demand
why the government has revoked
its decision by authorizing the trait-
or Trgisky to sully French soil by
his presence. . . .

“It is this wretched creature,
who has shed French blood, that

"also authorize, it appears, ko go

to Marseilles and Corsica! (July
23).

Listen to Renaissance, the Rus-
sian monarchist daily, the organ
of the Gorguloffs:

“The present state of things is
such that it is likely that he (Trot-
sky) will have no lack of visitors.
And moreover, perhaps there is
reason to predict, that Dbesides
those who are expected, there will
be others, quite unexpected....July
25).

The, Down with the masks! What
is behind this acmpaign, these in-
citements to murder issued by the
political bureau?

That Litvinov sojourns in Royat
in the company of Tardieu, very
good! That Lunacharsky is official-
ly received on his disembarkment at
Paris, perfect! That Muenzenberg
obtains a regular passport and the
right to carry on his publications,
that Paul Schwenk has the author-
ization, as a Communist deputy in
the Prussian Landtag, to organize
public meetings in Paris, all very
well! Still better, that Radek, a
new defender of the Versailles
treaty, the order for whose expul-
sion out of Poland has been cancel-
led by Pilsudsky, is officially re-
ceived in Warsaw and entertained
by the editor of the biggest Polish
bourgeois paper. Yes, all that is
very natural; “socialism in one
country” needs that.

(Continued on page 4)

representation on the arrangements

committee. This was soon agreed
upon. A number of Socialists, Nor-
man Thomas, Julius Gerber, etc.
were added to the Committee; a few
more Stalinists were put on.

Double Game of Stalinists

In the preparaiions for the Con-
gress the Stalinists played a double
game. In the press they continued
their old attacks on, the Socialists,
for the consumption of their own
members and ‘“others”. At meetings
of the arrangements committee they
spoke very humbly and even apolog-
ized for articles appearing in the
Daily Worker attacking the Social-
ists. This was the picture several
weeks ago when the Socialists took
the C. P. representatives to task
for an article in the Daily and
Minor replied by stating that he
had not read the article!

Instead of an open appeal to the
National Executive Committee of
the 8. P. by the Communist aprty
for united front against war, the
Stalinists employ intermediaries,
radical or liberal intellectuals. But
this did not help them. The Na-
tional Executive Committee of the
S. P. withdrew from the Congress
on the excuse that it was looking
for: a criticism of it in the Daily
Worker of the Socialist leaders.
The arrangements committee replied

= | by appealing to the N. E. C. to re-

consider its decision., On August
3rd it decided: ‘““That this arrange-
ments committee takes the position
that in developing the united front
no organization which is carrying
out the purposes of the anti-war
Congress should be attacked by
participating organizations on fields
of common work, That all parti-
cipating organizations shall first
place before arrangements commit-
tee or the sub-committee enpower-
ed to act for it, any and all differ-
ences of opinion between the parti-
cipating organizations relative to
the U. 8. Congress Against War,
before making them public. It is
understood, however, that every or-
ganization shall be perfectly free
to urge its own program with re-
spect to the struggle against war.
These assurances which the Ar-
rangements Committee will make
effective and which was agreed to
by all participating groups includ-
ing representatives of the Commun-
ist party should make fruitful co-
operation possible. (Daily Worker
—9-8-1933).

Meaning of Non-Aggression Paet

We quote at some length because
of the importance of the section.
The non-aggression pact could not
be more simply written. No critic-
ism “on the field of common work”.
Does not this mean no criticism of
the pacifism and Socialist action
and policies on war? Where differ-
ences of opinion arise they should
first go to the united front commit-
tee. Editors of the Daily Worker
take note: before writing critical
articles of editorials on the anti-
war Congress submit it to the ar-
rangements committee! The Stal-

.to enforce their rights of union or-
ganization and to elevate them-
|selveg from the extraordinary de-
,cline in standard of living im-
iposed upon them during the years
of crisis.

The spring which is too:

iIn this coming period the question
of correct trade union policy will
be decisive. Woe to the revolu-
tionary party if it fails in that
respect! It will disappear from

tightly compressed must ease and:the scene as an affective factor for

give way. A period of widespread
struggles such as will shake the
country to its very foundation can
be expected from which the work-
ers will have much to gain in poli-
tical consciousness.
Challenge to Capitalism

These strikes already constitutes
a mighty challenge hurled into the
teeth of American capitalism. A
compact for an industrial truce may
delay, may to a certain extent
throw confusion into these develop-
ments, but it cannot stop them. The
labor lieutenants of capitalism may
perform their service in aiding con-
fusion and disorganization within
the workers ranks, but they cannot
hold the movement back for long.
It will sweep over their heads and
gain in scope and effectiveness.
These strike movements are a chal-
lenge to them and all their policies
of the dead past which they stand
for. They are a challenge to the
trade union movement as a whole,
pressing it forward, pressing it
into service for the advance of the
working class.

Challenge to Official C. P.

But these strikes are also a chal-
lenge to the official Communist
party leadership to have done with
its “third period” antics. To have
done with its fatal policy of split-
ting the trade unions and isolating
the party from the mass movement.
Now is not the time to play with
futile paper unions of your own
bureaucratic image, but to direct
the revolutionists and left wingers
to enter and take up work in the
mass unions. Now is not the time
to split the working class, but on
the contrary, to use every means
and opportunity for its unification.

France Friend of

USSR --Litvinov

We beg our readers to compare
these two quotations First is the
declaration made by Litvinov in
Paris (Le Temps, July 9.).

“Neither our political nor our
economic interests clash with those
of France in any part of the world.
That is why we consider that noth-
ing should stand in the way of the
continuation of a political as well
as an economic rapproachement,”

Further down, it is announced
that Herriot is going to undertake
an official mission in the USSR.
Peri, “theoretician” of the French
party explains in PHumanite, daily
organ of the French Communist
Party (July 17th):

“It can be said that the role of
leader of the anti-Soviet ecrusade
held for so long by French imper-
ialism, has today passed into other
(72?) hands.”

What does this signify? We must
affirm that this signifies that the
USSR, weakened by the defeats of
the international proletariat, is re-
sorting to pacts, scraps of paper,
particularly, with France the im-
perialist, the policeman of Europe
and the guardian of the Versailles
Treaty. Was it mnot that vicious
enemy of the U. S. S. R, W.
Churchhill, who just said recently
at Paris that the French army was
the sole gunarantee of ‘the security
of Europe?

Peri and Co. lie to the proletariat
on the USSR in the situation; but
the bourgeois press, all praise the
Litvinov, does not conceal its opin-
ion of the Soviet gsituation. Le
Temps, of July 17th, publishes a

{(Continued on Page 4)
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a long time to come.

For a correct solution of the de-
cisive question of trade union pol-
icy and activity the Left Opposi-
tion will do its part.

to extend to embrace several hun--

struck’

The mno-strike truce is to cover p. period of recovery, Chain the

bers headed by senator Wagner.
On this board are two labor repre-
sentatives, Green and Lewis—the
very ones who lead in selling-out
labor’s right to strike. This is by
no means the first base betrayal
performed by these reactionary la-
bor leaders. It is only one more
added to the record.

We can still remember the no-
strike agreement entered into be-
tween the A. F. of L. officials and
the Hoover administration at the
inception of the crisis. It was stip-
ulated to remain in effect during
that period of “national emergency”.
So there we have it. A no-strike
agreement with the bosses and
their government during the crisis
and g no-strike agreement during

workers more solidly to the chariot
of capitalist exploitation while their
aspirations and their endeavors to
attain g human standard of living
are crushed beneath the wheels of
the state machinery of suppression.
That is the policy of the labor
lientenants of capitalism. It fits

'right into the mitt of the Wall St.

executives at Washington.

At the very moment when the
truce was being signed the Penn-
sylvania miners lay bleeding, one
killed and many wounded by bullets
spewed from guns of private plug
uglies hired by the coal and steel
barons; striking Pennsylvania hos-
iery workers were subjected to tear
gas attacks by the police; and

We are entering a new stage in
working class developments. This
is verified not merely in the ap-
pearance of the N. R. A. and the
new methods of ‘capitalist «co-or-
dination which it attempts to put
into life, but primarily in the new
relationship of forces created by
the new economic conjuncture.
These new methods of co- ordmatlon
express the efforts to find new ways
of chaining the change in felation-
ship of forces and maintain it with
in the old bounds.

It is a stage of developing econ-
omic struggles over a far flung field
which is unfolding before us. At
the present moment we see only
its small beginnings, however, with
a sharpness and acuteness fully in-
dicative of the gigantic tremors
which will ensue as these struggles
enlarge their scope and intensity.
The role that trade unions will
play in this next chapter, to be
recorded by history in this period,
will become one of paramount im-
portance. In the same measure,
we can say confidently, will the
question of trade union policy be
the decisive question of the immedi-
ate future. Communists least of
all can afford to overlook or ignore
this.

No promises can be held out for
the upward economic conjuncture.
It can be expected only to be of
a cumbersome, contradictory nature
and heralding deeper plunges into
prolonged and more turbulent
crises. But that is g quetsion of
perspective for which the workers
needs to prepare in this present
stage. Meanwhile the sharper the
present change the sharper the ac-
tion of the masses. The fact of
the reduction of unemployment will
correspondingly increase the self-
confidence of the workers. Even a
small change of economic conjunc
ture in one direction or another
does not take place without leav-
ing its mark. The change which,
is expressed in new workers being
hired by the factories breeds a
spirit entirely different from the
one of the continual lay offs.

With all the efforts of capitalist
co-ordination of its economic struc-
ture, of creating a gigantic mono-
poly, the competitive warfare does
not cease. It only becomes eleva-
ted to a higher stage. On the
other hand the workers find them-
selves in increasing measure united
by the process of production. Their
interests become constantly ham
mered down to a more unified level.
In this sense the relationship of
forces is changing in faovr of the
workers. The intolerable conditions,
however, of the extremely low stan-
dard of living imposed upon them
during the years of the crisis press
ever harder for readjustment. But
readjustments are not at all con-
tained in the N. R. A. all dema-
ggoic palaver of ‘higher nominal
wages and shorter working hours
to the contrary notwithstanding,
Readjustments mean struggle. That
is what we see initiated today.

It is characteristic that the
greatest of the strikes, that of the

Pennsylvania miners grew trom the gatlon, identification and prohibi-

N.R.A.andtheTradeUnions

Question of Policy is Decisive in the Present Stage

demand for the right to uunion or-
ganization. What can be said also
to hold true to a more or less de-
gree for other strukes of a smaller
scale. In other words under the
N. R. A. the workers are taking
advantage of the change toward a
more tavorable relationship brought
about by the turn in conjuncture,
The elementary instinct of the
workers is to translate the fact of
their Dbeing united by the process
of production into unity in organi-
zation. Everywhere there is mani-
fested the tendency of workers
seeking organization and it is to
be assumed that the new conditions
created ‘will immensely further and
develop this tendency. But in con-
nection therewith the important
guwestion arises: MTowards which
unions \will this working class
stream gravitate, towards the con-
servative unions or towards the so-
called revolutionary unions, or will
it seek new and independent forms?

It should not be difficult to ans-
wer this question, The answer de-
pends in the main upon the political
maturity of the American working
class. And, in this respect we
know that we cannot speak of a
working class politically mature of
having a tradition of socialist con-
sciousness behind it. As a matter
of fact we are not here concerned

‘ PRICE 5 CENTS

AF. oFL Leaders Sanction
N.R. A. No Strike Policy!

The American Federation of La- of recovery. How. long that is to be striking up-state New York milk
bor, under the leadership of Wm.'no one can predict. It uprovides for'
Green and J. L. Lewis, has entered an arbitration board of seven mem-;

farmers were rubbing salve into
. their limbs, wounded and sore from
contact with the state troopers’
clubs.

No sooner was the ink on the
signatures to the agreement dry
than the . C. I.rick Coke Com-
pany struck out from its contents
all reference to the union which the
miners had organized. It meant
that the company has no intention
whatever to lecoghize the miners’
right to organize. But the gov-
erument had no punishment to meet
out to detiance from that side. The
miners, on the other hand, have in
this a clear indication of how their
right to organization will fare in
the coming arbitration. No sooner
was the ink on the signatures dry
than the non-union coal operators
at the hearing of their code refused
to withdraw their open shop guali-
fication from the code.

It is no wonder that the capital-
ist representatives in the govern-
ment were eager to obtain a  no-
strike truce. They recognize per-
fectly well a labor oftensive when
they see it. They have first of all
the task to* satisfy the powerful
open-shop trusts which will insist
upon moving heaven and earth to
prevent unionism from euntering
their plants. In this the govern-
ment was fully at the disposal of
the trusts. The Washington merry-
go-round was set into motion. Ad-
ministrator Johnson went by air-
plane to the Pennsylvania strike
ueld, back to Washington to get
the signature of the labor leaders,
ot to Crum Elbow for the approval
of the President from his vacation
retreat and back to Washington
again. He was followed by the la-
por adviser to the RRecovery Admin-
istration, McGrady, who covered
tlinost the same route. The fear
of an extension of the labor offen-
sive oiled the machinery, It work-
ed well and under high pressure
speed. The labor lieutenants of
capitalism can now repeat once
again: "We do our part”.

At first the miners were reluet-
ant to accept the truce. 'That
should not cause any wonder. They
have had many Dbitter experiences
of truces and arvbitration, and hard-
iy could there be found one example
where this sort of intervention has
not always served the interest of
the bosses. Their reluctance set
added machinery into motion. The
federal government has opened an
investigation into alleged Commun-
ist agitation in the Iennsylvania
fields. It is to be led by Assistant
Federal Attorney Lloyd W. Bryan.
In this manner the powers that be
are closing in on the workers to
tay the basis for permanency of the
no-strike policy.

This no-strike truce, by the time
it is carried to its final conclusion,
will be sure to prove another seri-
ous lesson to the American work-
esr. The A. ¥. of L. leaders will
stand out the more clearly in their
true light. The role of the state
powers as an instrument of coer-
cion will become the more appar-
ent. Its effect will inevitably be to
further sharpen the future confiicts
bound to develop on a yet much

(Continued on Page 4)

larger scale.

——

Roosevelt’s National Police

In the Industrial Recovery Aet
the Roosevelt Administration has
set up a united front between the
national government and the big
capitalists for the purpose of drivt
ing wages down to starvation
levels. In order to do this with
the least possible commotion it 1s
necessary for the government to
have its own police, in addition to
the army, to use against workers
who presume to strike agailnst the
attack on their living standards.
Such a national police is already
being formed.

But it is not the blunt old Hoover
Administration that is preparing
this new weapon of the bosses, It
is Roosevelt who has put through
#he National Jadustrinl Recovery
Act and is directing the capitaltst
offensive against the workers and
now builds up &8 new machinery of
coerclon. This shrewd gentleman
is now starting a campaign against
crime, kidnapping, racketeering, ex-
tortion and blackmail. Laws are
being prepared giving the govetn-
ment jurisdiction over all crimes
interfering with interstate com-
merce and over all eriminal activ-
tties involving operations in two er
more states.

A liberal interpretation of such
laws, and no doubt they will be
interpreted with the greatest lber-
ality, gives the government control
over all labor disputes. At the
time while these laws are being
drawn up, the bureaus of Investi-

tion are being combined into a new
Division of Investigation. This
new Division will soon swallow up
many other bureaus. Most import-
ant of all, the new Division of In-
vestigation will have special squads
of police to suppress all erimes comr
ing under Federal jurisdiction. In

short a national police department

is being created. In view of Roos-
evelt’s methods in the recent past,
there is every reason to suspect
that the main purpose of the new
police is not that of stopping kid-
napping and racketeering.

However guesses are not needed.
The head of this Division of In-
vestigation is John Edgar Hoover.
This man was one of the most ac-
&ive of Attorney General Palmer's
red baiters in the early twenties,
He was responsible for the deporta-
tions of Emma Goldman, Alexander
Berkman, Ludwig Martens, the So-
viet representative to the U. 8.,
and others. He has also served as
head of the Bureau of Immigration
which has always Leen notoriously
xeady to aid the bosses by deport-
ing militant workers. There are
few men as capable as Mr. J. K.
Hoover for the job of leading a
government attack upon the work-
ing class. It is clear that with
such a man in charge the national
police are intended to serve not
against the gangsters but against
workers who strike for more than
the starvation pay of the N. I. R. A.

—PETER MORTON.



Lessons of the
United Front

- (Continued from last issue)

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

United front plans for common
action must be conducted in the
open. The workers must fight
against any plan to conduct nego-
tiations behind closed doors. No
leaders of the working class would
ask for such a privilege, only mis-
leaders or ignorant “leaders” would
do such. The revolutionary Marx-
ist has nothing to hide from the
working class. They conduct their
negotiations before the whole work-
ing class.
THE CAPITALISTS AND
THEIR OFFICE BOYS

The task of overthrowing the
capitdlist system is a great one.
The job of defeating the capital-
ist agents within our ranks is part
of this task. If the revolutionary
Marxists are not superior to the
capitalist agents within our ranks
then we are not yet capable of
overthrowing the system that has
gent these agents into our ranks.
The tactic of the united front is
a necessary step when preliminary
battles between these two camps
are fought. It prepares the ground

N

T~

ew Bourgeois Method
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Both from the point of view of‘
the number of strikes and strikers,’
on the one hand, and the militancy
of the workers on the other, Penn-
sylvania occupies the center of the
stage. Within this area are taking
place the strike of the Reading
nosiery workers and the struggle
of the central western miners. In
the eastern section of the state
small strikes are occurring in the
textile and manufacturing indus-
tries against sweat shop conditions.
1he strike of the miners marks the
nigh water mark thus far of the
developing working class offensive.

The capitalist class is moving in
this area too. From Philadelphia
to Fayette County there is the fam-
iliar story of police brutality and
the viciousness of hired deputies.
The armgd forces of the state have
also been brought into play. Dem-
agogy in the high places of the
state bureaugracy and in the ranks
of orguanized labor has been trained
on the workers to dull the edge
of their militancy. Betrayal too
plays its part. These are the time
honored methods of “dealing with
labor troubles”.

But now for the first time a new
clement has made its appearance.
The political flunkies of Mellon and
Morgan have acquired a new wea-
pon. They are beginning to use

for united action of the class for
the overthrow of the capitalist
gystem.
SITTING AT THE SAME TABLE
WITH BETRAYERS

The united front action of the
working class is not a moral ques-
tion. It is a question of bringing
about the greatest class pressure
possible in order to obtain our ob-
jective. Misleaders will be exposed
in action. You can talk about mis-
leaders year in and year out and
they will retain their followers, but
once you get them in different uni-
ted front atcions they can be ex-
posed—providing the Marxists know
what to do.

That misleaders, betrayers, and

fakers can be elected or self ap-; L .
pointed from their organizations to;has gone by when striking miners
the united front only proves how|¢an be clubbed into submission by
capable these fakers are in fooling deputy sheriffs with the assistance

their workers and how important it
is for us to put these fakers to
the test of action so the rank and
file can see their true worth.

The proper application of the
united front is the most effective
means of exposing misleaders. 1t
{8 no crime to sit down at the same
table with misleaders. It is a crime
if you do not know what to give
and take in the united front when
you do sit down with them.

PARLIAMENTARY AND EXTRA-
PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITY
When we speak of the united
front we refer to activity in the
extra-parliamentary field and not
in the field of parliamentary ac-
tivity. Participation in parliamen-
tary activity by revolutionists is
one of the most delicate and com-
plicated problems. The general
rule, in parliamentary activity, is
to oppose united front activity.
The exceptions are few and far be-
tween. Besides this, one must re-
member that parliamentary activ-
ity, as a whole, falls into the cate-
gory of auxiliary class activity and
even this within the framework of
the question of when to participate
and boycott.
THE QUESTION OF UNITY

AND PRINCIPLE DIFFERENCES

Many non-Marxian, but sincere
workers are for the united front
because they believe we can all get
together and become one party
fighting the capitalist class. In
other words, they propose to do
away with all the different politi-
cal groups and factions and the
fight within the political tendencies
of the working class. These work-
ers are ‘“half right” and ‘“half
wrong”. They are correct insofar
as the united front tactic brings
together different working class
organizations for common action
against the capitalists. They are
wrong, insofar as they think, this
tactic will enable the working class
to merge all organizations into one
big organization. Principle differ-
ences are not solved by giving up
principles and getting together into
one hodge-podge big organization.
‘We would not trade one small or-
ganization of active Marxists for
the merging of all other organiza-
tions into one big hodge-podge.
Principle differences are settled in
struggle and in action and through
the united front. These methods
enable the organization and leader-
ship with a correct program to gain
the rank and file and expose those
organizations that are based upon
a wrong program and have mislead-
ers af their head. The united front
action puts all organizations to a
test and by this test in action the
majority of the working class are
transformed into one gigantic or-
ganization, and the masses are
won over to that organization which
has a correct program.

If there were no principle dif-
ference between organizations there
would be no need of a united front.
The need would be to iron out the
secondary differences and get to-
gether into one organization. Uni-
ted front action is the compliment
of the existence of organizations
with principle differences.

: (To be continued)

We hear from Miss Hughes of
the N. Y. Telegram that as a
weapon against intervention a So-
viet animal trainer is to train seals
to divert the direction of torpedoes
in, marine warfare. The watery
seals will probably prove as effec-
tive as the official Stalinist seal.

liberal policies which they accom-
pany with deeds. Mrs. Pinchot, the
first lady of the state, appears on
picket lines and marches with the
{ strikers; she bawls out the head of
! the Philadelphia police force for his
I brutality in  dispersing strikers.
 Pinchot himself, after Roosevelt,
"appoints a lady to the position of
state secretary of labor. She car-
ries out a policy “in the interests
of the workers” which brings down
on her head the charge of being
a “strike fomentor”. Pinchot sends
troops to the mine strike area to
“protest the strikers against .the
deputies”. ‘“He blamed the strike
on eftorts to deprive the miners of
the rights guaranteed in the Na-
tional Recovery Act. ‘The time

]of the national guard and the state
f

police—and it will not come back
while I am governor.”” (N. Y.
Times, August 6, 1933.) Bravo!

! Bravo!

[ There. are some unkind people
! who say that all this is not meant
"sincerely, that Pinchot is keeping
‘up appearances and furthering per-
! sonal political ambitions. They say
{ that Mrs. Pinchot has her eye fixed
on a senatorial seat. They say that
the appointment of Miss Carr to
the position of state secretary of
labor was a blow directed at boss
Grundy with whose machine Pin-
chot ahd broken in pursuit of a
“liberal” reputation.

All this may be true.

We are not in the confidence of
the Pinchots and we cannot say.
At any rate we are ready to be-
lieve that the servants of the capi-
talist class do not serve their mas-
ters out of altruistic motives.

PINCHOT AND LABOR

The Daily Worker takes a some-
what different view from that of‘
Pinchot’s critics. The Daily holds
to the idea that the Pinchot varietyi
of demagogy is the familiar brand
the capitalists have been doling out
for decades. It notices neither
quantitiative nor qualitative differ-
ences. It applies g correct ABS-
TRACT formula to all situations
and gets the same results.

What is actually taking place in
Pennsylvania is what Roosevelt is
doing on a national scale—the Eur-
opeanization of American politics—
from the capitalist side. The capi-
talists not only talk of Ilabor's
rvights and needs. They make a
sentence of doing something about
it. And under cover of these ‘“con-
~essions” they plot and carry
through further attacks in the
workers.

The whole of the Pinchot policy
fits into the Roosevelt labor policy
as a finger fits into a glove. Roos-
cevelt calls for class peace while

he carries out measures “in the
interest of the workers’—the NIRA
—Pinchot does essentially the same.
Only through his wife he goes a
step further; he “intervenes” on the
side of the strikers”! Pinchot’s
methods are an extension of Roos-
evelt’s. Why do they do this? They
do it, because they forsee a rise
of working class struggles. They
understand that the workers will
make attempts to recover some of
the ground they lost during the
years of the capitalist onslaught.
as possible and where it is not pos-
This they seek to prevent as far
sible they want to confine the re-
sults to a minimum.

At the same time the capitalists
are trying to put their house in
order to launch their assault on
the world market. They need a
further concentration and central-
ization of industry and its admini-
stration and a reorganization of
labor to the reorganized industrial
apparatus at the expense of the
working class. To carry through
this program they have devised the
measures embraced by the New
Deal, among them the NIRA: And
to carry them through they need
class peace in a period of rising
working class struggles. That is
why they try .to carry measures
through under cover of liberalism.
The key to the strategy is summed
up in the formula: the Europeani-
zation of capitalist politics to pre-
vent the political development of
the working class.

—T. STAMM.

SPECIAL SUB OFFER :

SUPPORT THE CLUB PLAN
FOUR HALF YEARS SUBS
FOR TWO DOLLARS

The Militant Club Plan offers the,

friends and sympathizers of the
MILITANT an opportunity to take
advantage of a sgpecial talking
point to obtain new readers and
new supporters for the most impor-
tant Marxian labor weekly in Am-
erica. Units of the Left Opposi-
tion, worker’s clubs and individuals
should send two dollars to the
MILITANT for four half year CLUB
PLAN CARDS. These paid CLUB
PLAN CARDS should be carried
by each member and sympathizer
of the MILITANT and should be
used at every opportunity to obtain
new subs. You resell these cards
for 50c. As soon as the paid card
is mailed to the MILITANT the
new subscriber is placed on the
mailing list.

The Friends of the Militant Club
of Chicago and several units are
active along this line. What about
you? Attention-Workers Culture
Club; Spartacus Workers Club,
Militant Workers Club; and bhranch-
es of the Left Opposition.

SUB PAID CLUB PLAN CARDS
FOR EVERY MEMBER OF THE
BRANCH OR WORKERS CLUB.

EVERY SUPPORTER OF THE
MILITANT SHOULD CARRY A
PAID CLUB PLAN CARD.

CORRECTION

Two errors crept into the article
by G. Gourov on the “Left Social-
%ts and Our Tasks”, due to a mis-
take in translation and faunlty
proofreading.

1. The sentence that reads ‘“The
centrism of tiie Stalinist faction is
characterized by a policy of con-
vulsions and gig-zags or by a stand-
still and it is the most conserva-
five of all centrist formations that
have ever existed in the workers
movement”,...should be changed
o read “....it is the most stable
of all centrist formations that has
ever existed in the workers move-
ment”,

2. Wherever the article refers
to the Left Opposition within the
socialist organizations it concerns
the Left wings or Left socialist
groupings in the reformist organi-
zations and not the Left Opposition
(Bolshevik-Leninists), affiliated to
the International Left Opposition.
—(Ed.)

Federal Labor Unions, chartered
directly by the A. K. L., comprising.
all of the workers within the plant,
instead of the organizing of these
workers Into the several crafbs!
within the plant is the form of
organization necessary to meet the
new situation under the NRA, ac-
cording to the A. F. L. labor lead-
ers.

Speaking of the workers engaged
in mass production Green says:
“Thefe is no way by which these
workers may engage in collective
bargaining except through the esta-
blishment of the federal labor un-
ions affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor.”

What Green says in 1933 was
true as well as in 1913 or 1903.
These workers could not be organ-
ized effectively into ecraft unions.
The question is, will the federal
unions answer the new situation?
Is the A. F. L. starting out on a
new policy? Green says: “In fol-
lowing such a plan of organization
the American Federation of Labor
is not in any way departing from
the form of organization and tradi-
tional policy which it has pursued
from the beginning.”

The labor “leaders” admit that
the craft union is not satisfactory
and state clearly they intend to
continue the same policy of the last
century. Then what is the purpose

of the federal unions? The A. F.

1{ . F. of L. Federal Um’om

L. leaders are blowing life into the
Federal Unions as an attempt “to
substitute this form of organiza-
tion for the industrial unions.

To bring to life the old federal
form of organization—to meet the
demands of the present situation—
which can only be fulfilled by the
organization of industrial unions

based upon the class struggle, is.

to use the federal unions as buffers
and stumbling blocks for our class.

When the Left wing and class
conscious workers understand the
purpose of the A. F. L., in its at-
tempt to substitute the federal un-
ions for the Industrial Unions, it
can use the federal unions as a
skeleton structure for the organi-
zation of industrial . unions. The
A. F. L. leaders will try to dissolve
the federal unions into craft unions
when they become a menace. The
Left wing must use them as em-
bryo industrigl unions.

The only effective answer to the
NRA is the organizing of powerful
INDUSTRIAL UNIONS with a
class struggle policy inside and
outside of the A. F. L. according to
circumstances and conditions. In-
dustrial Unions with a class strug-
gle policy where Communists as
well as other political forces have
the right of minority and political
expression are means of bringing
class pressure upon the slave codes
of the NRA,

YL

Strikes Spreading
in Massachusets
Shoe Industry

Boston, Mass.—The New England
shoe industry is so complicated that
cven those close to it can hardly
keep up with the new turns that
present themselves from day to day.
The main cause of this is that
there are five unions in the field.
The Boot and Shoe (A. F. L.) com-
pletely discredited in 1929, has re-
cently lost all but a few shops in
Boston, but still remains strong in
Brockton and the west. Its history
is ong of devoted service to the
manufacturers. Recently it organ-
ized the strikebreakers by agree-
ment with the boss in the Hyde
(Cambridge) plant where the Na-
tional Shoe Workers Association is
conducting a strike which has now
run into fourteen weeks. In Brock-

ton, its stronghold, it is now los-

ing many members and a new
mutual group is forming.
Many Unions

The Shoe Workers Protective

Union, strong in  Haverhill and

Lowell, despite its actions in the
past, was able to save itself by
militant words protesting its desire
for amalgamation when the shoe
revolt started.

The National Shoe Associatioin,
beginning in Lynn, took over prac-
tically all of Lynn, Boston and
Chelsea (except two large and a
few small shops). The leather
workers have organized under the
name National Leather Workers
Association after the bosses re-

National Shoe and Leather Workers
Union. . The two unions are close-
ly allied.

In Salem, an independent union
exists. This is due to the fact
"that when they went on strike in-
| junetions kept the National out of
! Salem.

T. U. U. L. Union

And finally, we have the Boot,
Shoe, and Leather Workers Indus-
trial Union (TUUL), which has a
small group in Boston, Chelsea
land Lynn. In these districts, it
‘settled a few small shops with
I slight increasés, and while these
| victories (?) were blazoned in the
Freiheit, the majority of the shoe
workers joined the National.

As the crisis deepened, the shoe
workers conditions reached un-
heard of depths. Speed-up, yellow
dog contracts, ten dollars a week
for skilled men, girls on two dollars
a week, and forced deposits for the
job. The Boot and Shoe Union
legalized these outrages. Revolt
iwas in the air. The Boot, Shoe
;and Leather Workers  Industrial
j Union (TUUL) tried to start
things going. They won a strike
in a small shop in Chelsea, then
they pulled out some workers in
one Boston factory, only to have
them return to work when they
found out who was leading them.
(The Party representatives had not
impressed the shoe workers favor-
ably in the 1929 struggles).

Left Wing Isolates Itself

In Lynn, the National Shoe Cut-
ters Association, under the lead-
ership of reactionary Mahan, began
a campaign to organize the Lynn
shoe workers. The whole town
turned to its support. Strikes were
called angd the outstanding feature
was the militancy of the rank and
file. The Boot, Shoe and Leather
Workers Industrial Union (TUUL)
settled one small shop the day the
strike was called and then pro-
ceeded to antagonize the new union
at every step. Instead of entering
the new union or working with it,
they campaigned for the TUUL
union with the result that . they
were left with their original small
group of revolutionary workers
while the bulk of the shoe work-
ers, now in the National were with-
out radical leadership to fight
Mahan and his agreéments. ;While
comrade Jack MeCarthy in Labor
Unity complains of the way in
which Mahan put over the agree-
ments, he should add that this was
made possible by the fact that the
party had kept the radical work-
ers from being present. Mahan
should publicly thank them for this,

The National Shoe Cutters As-
sociation now become the National
| Shoe Workers Association and pro-
ceeded to organize Boston and
. Chelsea. The response wag re-
_markable. Instead of 1,500 work-
lers as expected, 7,000 came eut in
answer to the call. Here again
,the Party comrades missed a great
iopportunity, and by maintaining a
dye-hard attitude found themselves
,Separated from the workers. When
the Protective leedership under the
reactionary Nolan saw which way
the wind was blowing, they hasten-
ed to propose amalgamation in the
near future and so save themselves
from extinetion. They led the
strikes in Lowell, Lawrence and
Haverhill.

Prospects of Many Strikes

In the last few days the National
has begun an attack on the few
open shops left in Lynn and in
Boston. Also. some of the manu-
facturers are refusing to abide by
the decisions of the state board
of arbitration regarding back pay.
This .stand is taken at the same

offered by the union discard arbi-

tration and demand extensive bet-'

terment of working conditions.
Thus undoubtedly the immediate
future will be marked by many
strikes.

T. U. U. L. in the meantime has
shifted its position and the mem-
bers have all gone into the Nation-
al Shoe Workers Association to

refused to settle with a combined:

time that the August 1st agreement .

[FROM THE

Labor Shows Militancy in Los Angeles Conflicts

_—

Los Angeles.—The seventh week
of the strike at the Golden Bros.
Millinery Shop finds the workers
with spirit high and ranks intact.
Picket lines have been maintained
in the face of the “Red” squad,
which probably is the most degen-
erate collection of strikebreakers in
the country.

Eight women have been arrested.
The picket line has been subject to
most brutal attacks, in which pic-
kets, women as well as men have
been slugged and beaten. The
events of Friday, July 24, will give
an idea of the activities of the
“Red” Squad as well as the cour-
age and valor of the strikers.

At 5 o’clock as the picket line
was forming, Pfeifer, lieutenant of
the “Red” Squad began donning a
pair of gloves. Every picketer
knows what that means. The
gloves cover brass knuckles. Un-
Hinchingly the strikers maintained
their ranks. Squad cars rolled up.
Police unloaded from these cars.
With face pale the picketers con-
tinue.

e e T e

“Clear the Streets”

“Clear the street, officers!” com-
mands Pfeifer. The street are
“cleared”. Fighting every inch of
the way the picketeers are forced
down the street. On the corner of
Eighth Street, the picketers re-
sistance increases. Pfeifer becomes
panic-stricken. “Take your saps
out officers—and use them,” he
shouts. No picketer is intimidated.

The chairman of the strike com-
mittee is punched. The picketers
demonstrate. Brass knuckled fists
strike and blackjacks fly. Comrade
C. Curtiss is knocked to the
ground. He recovers his feet and
is whisked off to a doctor where a
number of gtitches are taken into
his scalp.

The picket line stands its ground.
The next day all the picketers are
there again, early in the morning,
Spanish and English  speaking,
young and old, in a display of soli-
darity, that is making  working
class tradition on the west coast.
Old time western rebels pay a tri-
bute as the most militant strike in
Los Angeles since the McNamara
trial. In the heart of reaction, in
Los Angeles the “white spot”
Harry Chandlers Los Angeles Times
to maintain a picket line is a heroic
deed. The tribute is well earned.

General Strike Needed

Every militant in the entire
needle trades 1is watching this
strike. One thing becomes ebvious
and that is, that in order to firmly
establish union conditions it is
necessary to project the idea of a
general strike into the millinery in-
dustry. Faced with the highly or-

ganized association it is absolutely |

necessary to organize all workers
in the entire industry. In the
millinery trade the New Deal is a
joke. The minimum the bosses
agreed to in their code is $2 lower
than the minimum for women in
California. The idea of a general
strike will undoubtedly find a fer-
tile field awaiting it in the under-
paid, speed-up millinery workers.

Agricultural Workers Strike

The_recent strike of the 5,000
agricultural workers has been ended
with a “victory” for the strikers
and the recognition of a union
formed under the aegis of the
Mexican Consul. Wage rates had
been increased to a minimum of
$1.50 for a nine hour day, with all
overtime and part time paid at the
rate of 20 cents an hour. Before
the ink was dry on the agreement
the ranchers began breaking the
contract.

The situation is still ripe for an
aggressive tsrike. The workers de-
mands have not been satisfied yet
—not by far.

T. U. U. L. Qutwitted

The TUUL Agricultural Workers
Union was completely outwitted by
the Mexican Consul. The leader-
ship of the TUUL while courageous
in action was very weak in strat-
egy. Now it is necessary to make
a quick shift in the orientation of
the Agricultural Workers Union.

of”
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The former status of complete un-
organization has been changed to a
condition where there is a semi-
company, nationalist union in the
field with a large membersghip of
agricultural workers.

In this case the tactics of the
T. U. U. L. must be to function
within the class  collaborationist
union as a Left wing, and from
within transform this union into
a genuine class struggle union. Will
the leadership of the TUUL be able
to execute this maneuver or will
the dualism and sectarianism that
is embedded in the ideology and
practice of the TUUL and the party
keep the union upon the futile path
of ultra-Leftism?

Hollywood Film Strike

Hollywood’s famed industry, the
movies, has been the latest to be
-drawn into the wave of strikes. On
Satulrday, July 22, 650 sound tech-
nicians, a highly specialized and
trained group of workers struck

against o wage rate of as low as.
$38 per week for work that often’
lasted until midnight or later. |
When the studios advertized for
scabs to take the place of the men
who had struck, a strike was call-
ed by four other unions bringing,
the total strikers up to nearly,
5,000. Despite the solidarity shown
by these unionists the sad truth is
that under the influence of craft
unionist ideology many unions are
still working for producers whose
shops. have been struck. More will
be heard of this strike later.
The Strikes and the Left wing
Strikes increasing in number in-
volving all sections of the working
class from unskilled farm hands to
highly educated sound technicians
and camera men—the question of
aggressivé action and leadership of
future strikes becomes of para-
mount importance to the Left wing.
The training of cadres of mili-
tants capable of participating in
and leading these struggles and
the drawing of lessons from these
strikes, from the successes and even
more from the failures—this is
the present task of the TUUL and
the party as well as the entire rev-
olutionary movement.

Is the TUUL seriously undertak-
ing this work? Judging by the far-
cical bureaucratic manner in which
conventions of the TUUL are called
the answer is, NO. A few days ago
the Los Angeles TUUL held a gen-
cral pre-convention discussion mem-
bership meeting. Few letters were
sent out. The rank and file of the
furriers and milliners—the major-
ity of the TUUL—were in ignor-
ance of the meeting. The strikers
were meagerly represented.

While this highly important and
poorly attended meeting was in ses-
ision the Friends of the Soviet Union
were holding a mass meeting for

Soviet recognition. 2,000 people
packed the house. This is party
policy! Two thousand people listen

to lawyers, doctors, rabbis, preach-
ers spread opportunism among the
tworkers and an infinitesmal part of;
that at a meeting of the TUUL in
the midst of a series of intense
strikes !

Slowly, but surely, the ideas of
‘the Left Opposition are gaining
hearing and response. Our activity
on the picket line, in the union, in
the Unemployed organization has
gained us the respect of the work-
ers generally and especially the
thinking Communists. Above all
amongst the youth our literature
is beipg avidly read as the facts
that our correctness in action in
the everyday struggles of the work-
ers is based upon Bolshevik clarity
and theory is recognized. —C. (.

Embarassing questions to the
editors of the Daily Worker:

1. Why hasn’t there been a con-
gress of the C. L for the last five
years?

2. Why hasn’t there heen a con-
vention of the C. P. U. S. A. for
the last three years?

3. Why hasn’t the DAILY pub-

lished Litvinov’s congratulatory
telegram to M. Herriot?

The A rcltéz'.fz_o;

About a month ago the Militant
printed an account of a meeting
held in New York by the local F.
S. U. The feature attraction was
a eulogy of the Soviet regime by—
Archbishop Benjamin, a  self-con-
fessed, unabashéd Wrangelite priest.
At that time the exact nature of
the services His Eminence had
rendered the White Guard troops
of General Baron Peter Wrangel
was unknown to us. Nor did the
meager notices of the meeting in
the Daily Worker enlighten us in
this respect.

Some idea of his faithful devo-
tion to the Soviet cause in the dark
days of the Civil War may be
gleaned from a brief passage in a
recent history of the counter-rev-
olution and intervention. ‘The

begin the uphill fight which they
should have undertaken in the days
of the strike. There they find a
militant rank and file willing to
listen to them.

Against this background the pre-
sent problems are (1) those of am-
algamation, (2) those connected
with the agreements which termin-
ate August 1, and (3) those pre-
sented by the federal government
in its industrial code. —W.

Benjamin Again

White Armies of Russia” by George
Stewart, the MacMillan Company,
i1933. In the spring of 1920 the
White Guard forces in the south of'
!Russia were bottled up in the
‘Crimea. The Red Army was press-
ing them hard, threatening to drive
them into the Black Sea. Wrangel
was defending the mountain passes
into the Crimea.

Stewart records: “The Red Army
attacked in the Perekop area on
March 31 and were repulsed. Af-
ter bloody fighting, the Crimean
passes were taken and fortified by
the Whites. During the operation
before the Djimbuluk Station,
Wrangel walked along the skirm-
ish lines encouraging the men while
Bishop Benjamin”—he has been
promoted since—by the F. §. U—"
who was with him, blessed them
with his cross before General Aug-
uladze led them .n the storming
of the Red positions.” (Page 363)

Times have changed. The Soviet
is now a power. But the venerable
ecclesiastic still believes in the
futile magic of his cross. The dif-
ference is that he now sells bless-
ings to the Stalinists. And the
Stalinists who invented the dirty
story of the Wrangel officer in the
pay of the Left Opposition are mot
above anojnting their bankruptey!
with holy oil compounded of the
blood of the Red Army.

—T. STAMM,

An Example of

the New Deal
in Operation

Chicago, Ill.—In Chicago, the New
Deal, with the N. R. A, as its prin-
cipal weapon, is now in full swing,
attended by much enthusiasm on
the part of gullible workers and
prosperity hungry employers. Many
firms have signed up, and are now
operating under the blanket codei
while others are preparing to func-
tion under individual trade codes.

Where employees have been work-
ing more than forty hours, exclu-
sive of certain types of vocations,
it will mean shorter hours, with
the promise of no reduction in pay
and a possible increase in the near
future. However, in actual practice,
it looks like the same old marked
cards are being used in the New
Deal.

Hoax of Employment

For example. For many years, in
the large Chicago Department
stores, it has been customary to
hire the great majority of the
salesforce on commission basis.
Until the great depression set in,
some small drawing account or
stipend was allowed, but in most
cases, this has been taken away.
The average customer, unfamiliar
with this pay arrangement, on see-
ing the great number of salespeople
in attendance, would naturally con-
cluded the establishment had a
large pay roll. Much credit has
been taken by the owners and man-
agers of these stores for employing
large numbers of employees, with a

resultant large pay roll. Merely
cheap propaganda.
By working their help on the

commission basis, the store paid
nothing to such employees unless
earned in sales. Even then, the
reimbursement has been very small,
little more than a bare living, and
that gradually reduced by cuts in
the commission rates. To add to
these miserable conditions, during
periods of large sales promotions,
extra help has been added on a
similar basis, thus making it diff-
cult for the regular force to take
advantage of such sales to increase
their meager pay and make up for
former losses. .
300 Workers Laid Off

Now, the blanket core stipulated
by the Roosevelt Recovery Plan is
being forced on the workers. This
means a minimum wage must be
paid to all employees of the store.
What has been the result? One
large store, specializing in low-
price merchandise, has accepted the
code and has turned out approxim-
ately 300 salespeople, many of
whom have been with the store for
many years.

This same scheme is and will be
practised by other stores, offices
and factories, resuiting in the
speed-up process, putting more work
and increased responsibility on
fewer employees. The administra-
tion has piously warned against
speed-up methods and assures the
workers they will be protected
against this evil. We must not be
deceived by this sort of talk.

There is a promise of shorter
hours and increased pay. In fact,
a veritable paradise awaits the
worker, whether he wears a white
collar or blue shirt, if he will only
rest his confidence in Franklin
Delano and allow the great white
prophets to guide his destiny.

How long will it take the aver-
age worker, especially those now on
the Roosevelt bandwagon, to real-
ize the awkard position into which
he has been cast? How far distant
is the time of disillusionment?
While his hours are decreased, and
hs pay stabilized at the former
figure, or possibly increased, he
must be made to realize that all
the policies of the present admini-
stration are pressing forward to
a higher cost of living, resulting
in a lower standard of living for
the working class. Only when the
worker begins to realize how little
his pay is returning him in neces-
sities of life and the few luxuries
desired, will he question the fake
altruism of the present government,
spokesman for the ruling capitalist
class.

While liberals, socialists and la-
bor fakers are tooting their horns
and shouting hymns of praise in
support of Roosevelt and his New
Deal, the Communist party and its
factions, particularly the Left Op-
position, with its correct Marxian
background must rally to the fight
to assist in the early destruction of
this mirage now being foisted on
workers blinded by the gilt embell-
ishments of a program to beat
down the proletarian class and some
elements of the petty bourgeoisie.

Strikes are being outlawed and
discredited. Class collaboration is
encouraged. The now gullible
workers must be taught that only
by struggle can their lot be im-
proved. This is where all organi-
zations of Left and revolutionary
tendencies must play leading roles
in taking advantage of the bank-
rupt tactics of capitalism and pre-
pare for its complete liquidation.

—STUART.

YOUTH CLASS IN BOSTON

The Marxian Youth Club in Bos-
ton, Mass., will begin a class on
the History of the Left Opposition
on Monday, August 7th at 8:30
P. M. The class will treat with
the fundamental points of differ-
ence between the Left Opposition
and Stalinism. All young workers
are invited to attend and learn. The
elass will be held at 11 Keswick St.
-—To get there take Beacon St. ear
%o St. Mary St., and walk back one
block.
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Letters from Fascist Germany

From the Lower Rhineland.

June 28, 1933.

On June 26 the information de-

partment of the S. 8. (Schutz Staf-
fel-—Fascist Special Corps) succeed-
ed in tracking down the district
center and information service of
the C. P. G. in the Lower Rhine-
land. Most of the persons connect-
ed with the latter were arrested.
At the same time there were arrest-
ed in our city a former alderman
and a printer. They were charged
with the production of Communist
leaflets—The Steel-Helmet (nation-
alist) Workers Camp was dissolved
and several of the leading figures
imprisoned. The arrests took place
under the direction of the 8. A.
(Storm Troops—Fascist Regulars),
who forced their way into the camp
with loaded pistols.—The *“red air
raid over Berlin” is designated in
these parts as a provocation of the
government.—All workers are dis-
appointed in the utter failure of
internationalism. No support any-
where for the German workers! So
it happens that sanctimonious pro-
tests of foreign social democrats,
like that of Jouhaux in Geneva, is
looked upon by many as a ray of
light. Everyone is asking: Where
is the Soviet Union?

Beginning of July 1933

Those who believe that the Fasc-
ist terror is declining, are mistaken.
Today a big bicycle raid took place
in the proletarian quarters here.
HEveryone suspected of being a Com-
munist had his bicycle or motor-
cycle confiscated. The inhabitants
here feel like prisoners. The police
come every day, and under one
pretext or another, sneaks from one
worker’s rooms to another’s, makes
arrests, set the arrested free and
then arrests them again, etc.—In
a large concern, stickers consider-
ed “hostile to the state” were found
on the walls of the women’s toilet.
18 girls were arrested, three were
held in prison for a long time in
an eftort to get confessions out of
them.—In a suburb, six* Commun-
ists were arrested by S. S. men
right on the street, brought to an
armory and from there, as heavily
wounded, to the local jail.—-Politi-
cal prisoners are no longer allow-
ed to receive visitors or mail, on
the grounds of a “certain incident”.
—In Duesseldorf, several corpses
were found near the Griefenberger
woods. They were the bodies of
persons formerly belonging to the
Communist group “North-West For-
ward”. An old comrade, Setin,
who was over 60, and had one time
been the leader of a workers' con-
cert band, was found dead, with
a fractured skull.

FROM SAXONY

....At the time of the raid of
the People’s House, all red flags,
books, safes were confiscated....
Workers arrested were made to
say the Lord’s Prayer and to shout
“Heil, Hitler!”....

....The 8. A. troops clipped the
hair on the workers’ heads in the
shape of the swastika. The work-
ers were then forced to gather
horse-manure over a distance of
more than a hundred meters with
itheir bare hamds, tto smear the
walls with it and then to scrub the
walls. In the course of this, they
were beaten bloody, and forced to
beat one antother and clip each
other’s hair. A 8. P. G. worker
who put on a swastika emblem so
as to be able to proceed to work
unhampered was found out and sent
to the hospital with grave injuries.
A worker from a “Proletarian First
Aid (Medical)” group has his
hands cut up “so that, you jack-
ass, you won’'t be able to bandage
anyone any more”. Gauze and
medicaments were taken away from
him....

Days after these raids, scraps of
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Threaten Deportation of
Penna. Militant

Antonio Bellussi, a militant Ital-
ian worker of Luzerne, Pa. is being
held for deportation for his activ-
ities on behalf of the labor move-
ment by the federal immigration
authorities of the New Deal gov-
ernment. Once again it is clearly
revealed that despite its liberal
phrases the Roosevelt government
differs only by a thin veneer from
the open deportation policies of the
Hoover-Doak administration.

The case of comrade Bellussi
shows in bold relief that any capi-
talist government in the United
States, irrespective of its public
declarations, follows a policy of
victimizing the foreign born work-
er, sowing seeds of race hatred
between him and the native born
worker in the factory, mine and
workshop, and deporting him when
he fights in the interests of his
class to the Fascist land of his
origin where he is thrown to the
tender mercies of the butchers and
murderers of militant workers that
hold away in those countries. Only
the mass movement of the workers
can cement the ties between. the
native and foreign born workers.

The workers must come to the
defepse of Bellussi, stay the hand
of the deportation agents and keep
him from falling into the hands of
Mussolini’s hangmen.

Do not forget that THE MILI-
TANT needs your support. The
very best way to do it is to get a
new sub.

No Abatement in Tercor,

Workers Feel Effect
of Party Failure

books torn up, flags and papers de-
stroyed, and bits of skin, strands
of hair and large puddles of blood
could be seen in the courtyards. A
priest from Z., for many years a
member of the Nazis, was thought
to be a Rabbi because of the beard
he had grown. The S. A. lugged
him down from a street car and
cut off his good Teuton beard.
Badly mangled proletarians were
quartered with the insane. Their
dependents were given to under-
stand that they could get their re-
lease only upon signing a statement
that they had not been maltreated
....Workers put under “protective
arrest” had to pay 2 MarKks per

day for “protection”....In the con-
centration camps—constant torture.
Constant inquisitions. For food—

mostly potatoes, to be peeled by
hand. Any visitors allowed can see
and speak to the prisoners only in
the presence of Nazi atendants. In
the evening the workers are made
to stand at attention and to sing
patriotic and Fascist songs, all un-
er the threat of blackjacks.

When the trade union headquar-
ters and printshops were occupied,
the social democratic workers were
seized with panic. They had never

believed that Fascism would step
right over their trade union head-

quarters. Among the Communist
workers, many said: “Good for
them. It won’t hurt the swine.”

But these sentiments of hatred were
soon overcome by feelings of being
deserted and Dbetrayed. Although
the main guilt has to be ascribed
to the social democratic leaders,
many Communists also accuse their
own leadership. Many say that it
was necessary to talk less about
united front and to do more about
it. In a united front, they feel,
concessions would have been made
from both sides. But the leaders
did not want this and now we have:
misery. Others cuss and say:
“Yes, the leaders could talk big;
but now when it is becoming dan-
gerous, they take the money and
beat it out of the country”. Work
in the party has in some parts
ceased altogether. The comrades
avoid one another. Many think
that Fascism will rule only for a
short time and that then they will
find each other again. Others are
afraid because of the many who
have gone over to the Nazis. As
.to the slogans ordered to be smear-
,ed over the walls like “The Red
i Front Fighters League Still Lives”,
and the distribution of leaflets call-
|ing for a general strike, many have
!a great aversion towards them and
consider them as provocations, be-
cause they always accompanied
with new persecutions.

T heImportance of the6 H ourday

Slogan Under

Under the pressure of capitalist
rationalization of industry and the
great swath which the crigsis cut
in employment, the organized labor
movement in its larger part has
turned toward the shorter work
day as a means of absorbing into
industry some part of the great
army of unemployed.

The Socialist party and the A. F.
of L. have officially gone on record
for the six hour day, five day week.
It goes without saying that the
economic development of the United
States makes possible not only a
six hour day but even a shorter
one.

The blanket code provides a thirty
five and forty maximum hour week.
Most of the codes submitted pro-
vide for forty hours. Thirty-five
and forty hour maximum are stag-
ger systems. They will not absorb
the unemployed workers. The
spokesmen for the electrical work-
ers union stated that to absorb the
unemployed in that trade an 11
hour maximum was_ necessary! On
the other hand a forty hour max-
imum is an increase in hours in
some trades.

The contradiction between the
official position of organized labor
and the labor provisions of the N.
I. R. A. creates the condition for
a struggle for a shorter day in the
interest of the working class. But
there Is no struggle for the six
hour day. Instead the labor fak-
ers make a pretanse of opposing the
hours stipulated in the various
codes. Sidney Hillman appeared
before the National Recovery Ad-]
ministration and attacked the forty
hours demanded by the bosses on
the ground that the average num-
ber of hours in the men’s clothing
industry in 1932 was a fraction
over 37. To put men back to work
he proposed 35! Others like John
L. Lewis have come forward as
the champions of the thirty hour
week. They are of two kinds.
Those that qualify the demand for
the thirty hour week by stipulating
a five day week or a six hour day
are making demagogic use of the
slogan to retain their leadership
and their hold over their follow-
ers. Those who do not embellish
their fakery with these qualifica-
tions are trying to put over a stag-
ger system on the workers. For
a maximum of thirty hours a week
fs not at all the six hour day, five'
day week. It may and most likely
will be a three day week of ten
hours.

The reasons for the absence of a
militant struggle around the slogan
of the six hour day, five day week
are many. The A. F. of L. and S.
P. bureaucracies are not going to
conduct struggles if they can avoid
them. And they will lead those
the workers force upon them only
to sell them out or steer them into
channels as little harmful to the
capitalist class as they can man-
age. The illusions sown by the
NIRA also tend to keep the work-
ers in a state of expectant and
hopeful passivity.

But, deeper than these reasons
lies the failure of the Communist
party to give a correct analysis of
the situation, to foresee the blows
of the capitalist class and arm the
workers with a correct policy and
the correct slogans. The party’s
trade’ union policy isolated it from
the organized working class move-
ment. On the other hand from the
beginning of the crisis the party
staked its cards on the unemploy-
ed movement and attempted to
build it as a movement separate
and apart from the struggles of
the class as a whole and the or-
ganized trade union movement. In
pursuing this orientation it made
unemployment insurafice its central
slogan. Later it added immediate
relief. But at all times in this per-
iod it rejected the slogan of the
gix hour day five day week.

In our thesis for our second na-

the N.I.R. A.

. tional conference we held out the
perspective for what was then the
coming period of struggles by the
workers against the capitalist of-
fensive. We are now entering that
period. The wave of strikes is
assuming the character of an of-
fensive. Nearly all of them center
around wage increases, shorter
hours and union recognition.

In i~ts Open Letter to the Central
Committee of the C. P. on February
15, 1931, the Left Opposition with

slogan and its relation to the stage
of the movement: “In each tactics
must lay the basis for correct pre-
paration and direction of the
next one.” And in line with

“The central immediate demand
must be the six hour day without
reduction in pay.” (Today it is
necessary to demand increased pay
to keep step with the rising cost of
living). And the opposition has
consistently advanced this slogan
as the means of uniting the em-
ployed and the unemployed.

Thg failure of the Stalinist lead-
ership of our party to lay the basis
in the past period for the transition
to the present one is the reason the
party has been unable thus far to
influence the workers in their atti-
tude toward the NIRA. It also
explains the failure of the party
to build a united movement of the
employed and unemployed workers.

But the Stalinists have learned
nothing from their blundering. Yes-
terday the six hour day slogan was
a propaganda slogan, a slogan of
preparation for action. The Stalin-
«ists rejected it as counter-revolu-

regard to the question of a central|’

this idea the Opposition proposed’

THE MILITANT

Powerful Anti-
Fascist Front
in Chile

(Below is an appeal of the Na-
tional Executive Council of the
Anti-Faseist United Front in Chile
issued to the workers of that coun-
try which can very well serve as
a model to be followed by the rev-
olutiopary movements of the more
advanced countries. This  united
front was organized at the initia-
tive of the Left Opposition of Chile
and the ideas that it advances are
: primarily those of the Left Opposi-
‘tion.—Ed.)
| “The working classes of Italy,
i Poland and Germany have felt the
painful and bloody experience of
Fascism.

“....Workers: democrats, social-
ists, Alexanderists, Communists, an-
archists or an other tendency—
your elementary duty is to defend
your family your wages, your class
organizations and above all your
right to life.

i ...Exploited comrades, against
;the feudal bourgeois united front
of hunger, reaction, terror and war
—strengthen the anti-Fascist united

“

front wherever you work, build
committees of struggles for your
every day demands and against

Fascism,

“The organization participating
in the united front will hold pre-
paratory meetings leading up to a
great demonstration which will
take place on July 1st.

“These ape the objectives of the

struggle of the Anti-Fascist
front

“l. Dissolution and immediate
disarmament of the republican mili-
tia.

“2. Abrogation of all repressive
laws, full freedom of organization,
press, to strike and assembly and
amnesty for £l political prisoners;

needs of the working class. .
“4, TFor better treatment and
relief of the workers, the em-

ployees, the unemployed and their
families.
5. Abrogation of all taxes and
tariffs on commodities of prime
necessity.

“6. Put an end to the seizures
of land from the peasants and In-
dians lower by 50 percent the
taxes, the ground rents and the
mortgages.

“This program is jointly signed by
the following organizations:

“General Confederation of Work-
ers,—Workers Federation of Chile,
—Communist Left (Chilean Section
of the I. L. O0.),—Communist party.
(Chilean Section of the C. 1.),—So-
clalist party—Students Federation,
—~General Association of Chilean
Teachers,—I. W. W.—United Build-
ing Workers Committee—General
Union of Cabinet Makers,—General
Union of Bakers,—Employees Fed-
eration,—TLeather Workers Union,—
Tile Workers Union,—Carpenters
Defensive  Union, — Professional
Tailors Union,—Young Communist
Federation, — Founders Defensive
Union.”

“

ends and in the interests of the
capitalists.

Serious struggles of the work-

tionary. They adopted the slogan |
of the seven hour day. Later it
changed its slogan from the seven'
hour day to the shorter workday
with no reduction in pay (Daily
Worker of April 8, 1933.) i

For a time the party was able
to get by with this ambiguous and
confusionist slogan. But the NIRA
gave it its quietus. The codes are
gpecific. The Stalinists who forsee
nothing and reel under the blows
of the class struggle were taken
by surprise by the Act. In their
reaction to it the bankruptcy of
their position in the trade union
question and the shorter workday
was exposed.

Today they are trailing not only
the reformists and the labor fak-
ers but even the capitalists. Their
policy on the shorter workday is
entirely empiric. It varies with
each industry and each trade and
each code. And in nearly every
case it trails the labor fakers.
Dubinsky appeared before the NIRA
and spoke for the 30 hour week.
Hyman of the Industrial TUnion
spoke for the 35 hour week accord-
ing to the Freiheit and 33 accord-
ing to the Daily Worker. McMahon
of the U. T. W. spoke for a thirty
hour week, Ann Burlak of the N.
T. W. I. U, asked for a 30 to 40
hour week.

On the other hand Powers, chair-
man of a delegation of workers
in speaking on the shipbuilding
code, demanded the six hour day,,
five day week (Daily Worker, July
24, 1933). And two days later the
New York Times and the Daily
Worker reported that Alex Noral
of the Lumber Workers Union of
the Northwest in speaking on the
lumbermen’s code, demanded ‘“That
the six hour day and five day week
be established for the industry as
a whole.”

The lack of a correct policy by
the Stalinigsts on the question of
the shorter workday should be clear.
In this respect the party can record
only failure. The party is unable
to influence the workers in their
attitude toward the NIRA. It is
seriously handicapped in exposing
the fakery of its provisions. It
has allowed the reformist and labor
fakers to make capital out of the

ers against the slavery which the
NIRA will impose on them are
ahead. If the party is going to
discharge its quty toward the class
it must break through its fright-
ful sectarian isolation. At present
it is travelling in the opposite dir-
ection. One of the first steps to
change the course is a serious an-
alysis of the past course and opem

admission that ‘its policy on the
shorter workday was false. Analy-
ses like the bureaucratic white-

wash of the Open Letter only make
the confusion deeper. The party
must adopt the slogan of the six
hour day, five day week with in-
creased pay and approach the A.
F. of L. and the S. P. with a ser-
lous offer of a united front strug-
gle for it. That is the road to
defeat the attack which lies hid-
den in the wooden horse of the
NIRA. —T. STAMM.
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shorter work day for their own

Foreign $2.50 5 cents per copy

From the report of a foreign
Communist,- member of one of
the May delegations which visit-
ed the U. 8. 8. R.

Reception at the station—musie,

the “Comintern” song (it is now
being sung no less often than the
Internationale), banners, dancing,
pioneers, Comsomols. At the same
time, a crowd of more or less un-
concerned onlookers, silent, passive,
workers for the most part. Al-
though- I am joyfully moved - by
everything that is going on, I can-
not overlook the diffeernce between
these two groups. One’s attention
is caught at once by the bad cloth-
ing; almost nobody has whole
shoes. 'Those who are better dress-
ed always have a briefcase in their
hands. When we march in columns
through the streets, with music and
accompanied by enthusiastic Com-
somols—the same picture. Indiffer-
ent groups of people on the side-
walks, as far as I can see. One
comrade tells us with indignation,
“Trotsky is shown in a caricature
next to Hitler!” Another says,
“You simply cannot imagine how
great the potential forces of the
Opposition are”. He says it in a
half-regretful tone. Fear!
Pessimism and Tiredness

A competent comrade, who works
in the film industry, tells us .that
there has been no progress of late;
the films have had to give up a

Qoutstanding Impression is
Poverty of Pcople and
Long Queus

ency is: away from life, from real-
ity; the publia is also tired of
“heavy” revolutionary subjects. “It
is false to believe that slogans or
directives come from above to this
end; it is simply that pessimism
and tiredness have accumulated
among all, particularly the intel-
ligentsia”. And, after a brief in-
terruption. “By the way, this re-
flects the economic situation”.

It was very difficult in the win-
ter. Even the privileged foreigners
received, for each two persons,
eleven pounds of meat a month.
The foreign worker is not able to
stand the conditions under which
the Russian worker has to work.
Along with the fact that the Soviet
Union Had been painted to him
as a Socialist paradise, it is not
surprising that a number of work-
ers and foremen who returned to
Germany have joined the Fascists
and are taking an active part in
the struggle against Communism.

The difficulties of the newly-ar-
rived foreign worker are especially
enormous at the beginning. Only to
secure his midday meal, be has
to run for days from one office to
another, from one organization to

great deal. The dominating tend-

another. In general, one eof the

The London Conference, consi-
dered as a battle-ground for con-
tlicting imperialist nations, ended ih
a draw so far as the United States

“3. For the six hour day, against'
the cutting of wages and for their. . ; s
proportion%te incriase to meet the &8 to currency, wheat, or silver. On is—to consolidate American capi-

was concerned. It won no conces-
sions of any importance, was un-’
able to come to any arrangement|
the other hand, it was able to re-|
sist the pressure of the gold bloc
for early stabilization of foreign
exchanges, and fought off success-
fully the combined efforts of all
the European nations to obtain a
reduction in the American tariff.
What minor positive results were
achieved by the American delega-
tion, such as the reduction in the
special French duties  directed
against American goods, and the
trade arrangements with the Soviet
Union and with China for a limited
amount of exports, were obtained
behind the back of or alongside the
conference. The major result achiev-
ed by America was negative; the
disruption of the conference by op-
posing currency stabilization. This
prepares a temporary pause before
America renews its attack on Eur-
ope.
The failure of the conference it-
self was due, as had been predicted,
to the fact that it needed conces-
sions from the participating nations
in order to succeed, and It is pre-
cisely in a period of crisis like the
present, when pacifist illusions of
“international good-will and under-
standing” are most generally
sowed, that the material basis for
concessions does not exist.
What is distinctive of this con-
ference however, was that so little
attempt was made to cover up the
failure. It simply disbanded quiet-
ly and the delegations went home.
The American delegation returned
as disunited as it had been through-
out the conference; one participant
pointing out that Europe was near-
er to war than any time in the

last twenty years, others on the
contrary maintaining the prudent
diplomatic fiction that all is well;
until the minute before the catas-
trophe. K
The London Conference was an,
objective test for American 1mper-'
ialism of its prospects of expansion,
under the present relation of forces,
by so-called peaceful means, i. e.,
by intrigue, coercion, economic
pressure and the like. Apparently
little has been or can be accom-
plished. The conclusion is inevit-
able—American imperialism must
expand through force and the.
threat of force.

Roosevelt Consolidate Capital

But force to be used effectively
must be mobilized and concentrated.
Roosevelt was making his plans
for the London Conference under
the shadow of the worst banking
crisis in twenty years, with all the
banks in the country closed. The
banking crisis of March not only
showed the necessity of drastic
action by the State apparatus but
alkso pointed out the solution: inter-
fusion of the State apparatus with
the economic organizations of capi-
talism, mobilization, concentration.
and coordination. The series of
unprecedented steps by which the
banking crisis was solved: the em-
bargo on gold shipments, the free-
ing of the banks from the necessity
of paying out gold against paper,
the prohibition of gold hoarding
by individuals, the new banking
laws centralizing control in the
State apparatus and opening the
door for comncentration of all bank-
ing in the hands of a few big chains
—all these measures laid down the
general line of the Roosevelt pro-
gram. This is the program of the
preparation for a long period of
shocks and disturbances in a period
of downward or a Dbest ‘stationary
tendency, contrasted with the
Hoover program of trust in the
intrinsic powers of American capi-

talism to recover from each cyecli-

American Imperialism Preparing

Offeusive Upon World Market

econopic activity.

The experience of the London
Conference reinforces the Roosevelt
policy of national concentration
and mobilization, and at the same
time indicates what its next phase
will be. The policy in its full form

talism nationally before proceeding
to a new attack on Europe.

It is clear that this attack will
take a wide variety of forms—
financial, commercial, diplomatic,

and military. Correspondingly the
preparations for the attack cover
a wide range—big navy program,
reforestation camps, banking laws,
railroad coordination, but above all,
the NRA, the unparalleled agency
of the capitalist State for the en-
slavement of the workihg class.

Roosevelt himself has let no op-
portunity pass to emphasize the
connection between his program
and the preparations for war. His
inaugural speech openly asked for
war-time powers; he linked up the
reforestation camps with the army
by putting the CCC (Civilian Con-
servation Camps) under the con-
trol of army officers, whose trade
paper, the “Army and Navy Jour-
nal”, boasts of the efficiency of the
army in militarizing the untrained
city youth; the one tangible result
of the famous 3 billion-dollar “pu-
blic works” program so far has
been planning for the expenditure
of hundreds of millions of dollars
for armaments, tying up war pre-
parations and the Roosevelt way
out of the crisis in a very signific-
ant manner; and the Peace Boards
now being organized under the
NIRA are modeled on the War
Labor Boards of Gompers, and say
so openly. Even the administration
of the NIRA is entrusted to a
man -who represents the double
exploitation of the worker, as a
capitalist and as an army man,
General Hugh 8. Johnson of the
U. 8. Army and the Moline Plow
Co., a true representative of the
double face of the Roosevelt pro-
gram. The American eagle, hold-
ing the olive branch of class col-
laboration in one claw and the
arrows of war in the other, is the
genuine symbol of NIRA, not the
inflated bluebird which decorates
the grocery shops.

The closing of the London Con-
ference, and the manner of its clos-
ing, constitute a milestone on the
road foward the international con-
flagration toward which all this
preparation and mobilization is
pointing. No class-conscious work-
er ever had any illusions as to the
possibilities of success of this effort
to solve the contradictions of the
capitalist world, in the agony of
its world-wide crisis, by peace and
mutual agreement. But now the de-
monstration has been made, the
academic possibility of internation-
al understanding has been elimin-
ated. War has been brought by
that so much nearer.

Just as the capitalist class, and
its executive committee, the State,
in America recognize by their ac-
tions how closely the question of
war is interwoven with the question
of the issue out of the crisis, so
must the American working class
link its struggle against the NRA
as a weapon of capitalist exploita-
tiop with its struggle against war.
Against the class-collaborationism
and social-patriotism of the bourge-
ois ideology which the ruling class
is trying to force deeper into the
ranks of the working clags, with
the help of reformist trade-unions
and the Socialists, we must build
up the working-class organizations
of defense and offense, the militant
trade union and the mass Commun-
ist party, posing the class demands:
Higher wages and relief, the six-
hour day and the five-day week,
unemployment relief and unemploy-

cal crisis to rise to new heights of

—B. J. FIELD,
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ADelegate VisitstheSovietUnion

greatest difficulties in every kind
of work is the red tape. It is still
good where there is some initiative
from below.

At the Marti shipbuilding plant
in Leningrad, thanks to local initi-
ative, a sanitary organization was
created. The plant itself built the
necessary apparatus, including eom-
plicated radiologic machinery. This
fact, which shows the extent of
local initiative, also shows the dis-
organization of economy. The pro-
duction of this appartus in a fac-
tory not designed for it naturally
caused tenfold higher costs.

We were brought into a bour-
geois potel with orchestra, waiters
in tail-coats, etc. An unpleasant
contrast to real life. The hotel is
intended for the use of foreigners,
but the guests are for the most
part Soviet and party officials.

Poverty on Sidewalks

On the streets there 1is much
poverty, many sidewalk vendors of
matches and cigarettes many home-
less people in rags, some as young
as 15 to 18 years old. No one con-
cerns himself with them. Even
when they are taken away by the
militia, they are released again in
a day or two. Many peasants with
bundles, and in rags, who have
come on foot or by rail from the
village, sit around on the steps,
blocking the traffic with their bun-
dles. 'They are waiting—for what?

Although I know the Russian lan-
guage well, the interpretens and
accompanying functionaries do not
permit any contact with the “out-
side world”. When one asks the
interpreter, “Who are these people
in rags?”, he invariably answers,
“Kulaks”. A beggar approached
our group! ‘“What did he ask?”
“He asked me to show him the
way’’, the interpreter answered.
Another poor fellow comes along.
A woman interpreter steps up to
him, takes his hand, and draws him
aside. She is putting on a perform-
ance of “Meeting the acquaintance’.
We, who came along as a front,
understood this and were seized by
a deep feeling of shame. - We did
not look at each other.

In Moscow there is more life
than in Leningrad, and living is
eagier. The people are better dress-
ed, and the shops are not so pov-
erty-stricken. But hours Dbefore
they open there are enormously
lines standing before them. I saw
such lines a hundred yards in
length and more. The biggest lines
are in front of the shops that sell
bread without cards.

No Admittance

In Leningrad we wanted to visit
the Putiloy Works. On the excuse
that part of the delegation, was
tired, this was refused us. ‘The
real reason for the refusal was as
follows The Putilov Works were
for a time the scene of constant
visits. A number of incidents took
place. The Putilov workers saw
many foreign delegates, who came
from capitalist countries, well
dressed, well fed. Pointing out that
they were more poorly dressed and
ill-fed, they put corresponding
questions to the foreigners.

The show windows are poor and
dirty. Many portraits of Lenin
and of Stalin, more of Stalin than
of Lenin. One of my acquaintances,
a German Communist who has been
working a long time in Russia,
tells me, “Do you knew, there are
many peome here who havi mo
love for Stalin, there are very
many for whom it is better not
to speak of Stalin at all. Baut
Lenin is holy, he cannot be touch-
ed....” —From Unser Wort

Why They All Climb
On N.R.A. Bandwagon

1. The bankers support the NRA
by agreeing to loan more money to
obtain more interest.

2. The manufacturers agree to
support the NRA by producing more
commodities to obtain more indus-
trial profits.

3. The wholesalers agree to sup-
port the NRA by selling more com-
modities to obtain more commercial
profits.

4. The retailers agree to support
the NRA by selling more commo-
dities at higher prices to obtain
more profits.

5. The landlords agree to sup-

port the NRA by renting more pro-
perty to obtain inereased rents.
6. The government, the state as
the executive committee of the
capitalict class passed the NRA in
an attempt to save a sick and tot-
tering capitalist system, to estab-
lish a class collaboration machinery
to hold in check the workers, to
eliminate the small producers, and
to prepare for a greater interna-
tional struggle.

7. The labor leaders support
the NRA, bhecause they are agents
of the capitalists in the ranks of
the working class.

8. The farmers will supprt the
NRA if they can obtain higher
prices for their products—so they
can pay the bankers the money they
owe them.

9. The workers—? If they don’t
support the NRA they are unpa-
triotie, if they strike they will be
:outlawed. The workers are asked
|to support the NRA to enable the
capitalist to get out of the ecrisis
—by taking the burden on their

ment insurance, the fight against' backs—in order to compete with
Fascism and the fight against war.

' the other imperialists on the world
market.
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The N.R.A. and
Trads_Unions

(Conti. .m Page 1)

merely with the smaller section
of skilled trades but with the broad-
est strata of the working class. It
is the politically undeveloped
workers, who are yet, at least to
an extent, capitivated by illusions
of the N. R. A. who are just break-
ing away from their former capi-
talist ideology; it is these workers
who are being set into motion and
who are gravitating toward the un-
ions. Their direction will inevit-
ably be toward the conservative
unions. That is already indicated
in the Pennsylvania strikes. They
canngt be expected as yet to take
the step all the way to militant
unionism, nor as yet to seek new
independent forms.

Will this not imply a revival and
growth of the American Federation
of Lagbor? Undoubtedly it will
Moreover, to a certain extent it
will change its basic character in
that it will record an influx of pro-
letarians from the heavy industries.
What will emerge will be an A. F.
of L. altered in coipposition and
compelled to make certain organi-
zational readjustments in order to
measure up to new conditions, To
a certain degree -i# will be com-
pelled to give way to pressure from
the ranks. Furthermore, a pressure
in a militant direction will inevit-
ably assert itself as the struggles
grow and stand as a heavy coun-
ter-weight to the capitalist ideology
and policy of the leadership. The
continued castigation of the A. F.
of L. as a company union, and con-
clusions drawn accordingly, as per-
formed by the official Communist
party leadership, in no way solves
the problem of attitude to this un-
ion. It only adds further confu-
sion and isolation to the militants.
It will be said, and well founded
upon past experience: The A. F. of
L. lsadership will continue its
policy of betrayal, it will continue
its service as labor lieutenants of
capitalism. True enough, one can-
not hold out any hope for a change
of ouglook in this respect. But be-
trayals have been facilitated essen-|
tially by being left unchallenged:
from the militants voluntarily re-|
maining on the outside. Under such
conditions the reactionary policies
of the leadership remains entirely;
dominant over the mass movement.|
And, on a whole, that is just the:
salient fact, the leadership is still
dominant in the movement and de-!
termine its ideology. The problem’
is to effectively challenge this lead-
ership and infuse the mass move-
ment with a new militant ideology!
and lead it to political conscious-!
ness.

This poses the old problem again
before the Communist movement,:
but in a new and more {ressing
form. The place of the Commun-
ists first of all is within the mass
movement. It is therefore neces-
sary to say to the leaders of the
official party that now an end must
be made to the suicidal and fatal
T. U. U. L. policy. It is a splitting
policy. It must be substituted by
a unity policy. Trade union unity
is becoming the paramount issue.
The opportunities for its being car-
ried into life are at hand. No one
would, propose an outright liquida-
tion of all T. U. U. L. unions in dis-
regard of the question of relation-
ship of forces. But the general
orientation must be for unification,
away from the revolutionary paper
unions and for the Left wing to
function within the mass move-
ment,

The prospects are excellent for
the workers struggles to deepen
and broaden in the coming period.

The of |<rypni

A StrikingRevelation of the Degeneration of Stalinism

On the 7th of July, N. Skrypnik
committed suicide. 1In 1901, SKryp-
nik, a student, joined the revolu-
tionary movement and soon after
became a professional revolution-
ary, a Bolshevik, He was exiled
several times and escaped several
times. He spent five years in' Sib-
¢ria. The official biography of
Skrypnik states that he took an
internationalist position at the be-
vinning of the war and participated
actively in the October Revolution.
From 1920 up till his death he was
I’coples Commissar in the Ukraine.
Ile was not only a member of the
Central Committee of the Soviet
Union, a member of the Political
Burcau of the C. P. of the Ukraine,
but also a member of the E.C.C.I
Only a few months ago his six-
teeuth anniversary was solemnly
celebrated in the U. S, 8. R. .
Member of Stalin’s Private Faction

During the entire period of the
internal struggle in the party,
Akrypnik together with Kagan-
oviteh, l’ostychev and others be-
longed to Stalin’s closest and most
intimate faction which operated in
the Ukraine and set the pace in the
struggle and the repressions against
the Teft Opposition. Consequently
this is a matter not only of une
of the foremost leaders of the So-
viet Union but likewise of a mem-
ber of Stalin’s private faction. Sev-
cral weeks before Skrypnik commit-
ted suicide a campaign was carried
on against him in the press. On
June 10, the secretary of the Cen-

tral Committee of the C. P. R.,’

Postychev, a careerist and one of

C.
the most obsequieous of Stalin’s' _«hoyrgeois nationalist

inist apparatus. Having lost the
last remnants of its authority in
the eyes of the masses, the Stalin-
ist leadership is forced still further
on the road of repression, of the
further strangling of the  party
which reduces the Leninist van-
guard to a soulless and formless
mass of mere executors of orders.
The growth of discontent and dif-
ferentiation in the ranks of the

for it. Stalin is obliged
struct another apparatus in the
cadre of this apparatus, that is,|
a narrow faction of loyals. By the
logic of its development the bu-;
mines its own basis. For each of
sections of his apparatus. They are
branded as culprits, sabotagers or
counter-revolutionaries.

Machine Devours Creators

The big as well as the small ad-
ministrators pay with their head
today for Stalin’s policy and mis-,

ship is “infallible”., It does
suffice for him to make scapegoats

he is obliged to reach out to the
members of the Central Committee
and the E. C. C. 1. Stalin condemn-

ed Skrypnik without taking the
least trouble to furnish any evid-'

party is reflected in the apparatus., ., fists and Socialists i
The apparatus is no longer sure -yrough the

of itself and therefore cannot ful- (yyngress held last August and all
fill the role which Stalin sets out|ine gubsequent “anti-war

to con- frgnts” they have blurred the line

reaucratic regime constantly under-' gocialist party branches te support

his mistakes Stalin sacrifices entire y p  jlatthews, a member of the

takes of vesterday—for the leader-' the leaders of the Socialist party
not combined with the false course of

of culprits in the middle apparatus, tionary position on the united front

Socialists Back
Out of Anti-War

Congress

(Continued from Page 1)
nists agreed to, or more accurately
inspired—in line with the March 5,
(omintern manifesto—the above
statement. They have traveled far
afield from the policy laid down by
Lenin for the Communists at the
Ilague anti-war conference of the
1922,
Barbusse Anti-War

united

of revolutionary struggle against
car in the diréctlon of militant
pacifism.

They are now appealing to the

the U. S. Congress Against War,

Socialjst party who trails along
with the Stalinists in its united
fronts, has remained on the arrange-
ments committee. One or two So-
cialist groups may support the Con-
gress, but little more than that
can be expected. The sabotage of

the Stalinists and their anti-revolu-

against war will result in keeping
the Socialist workers for the time

being, away from common action
with the Communists.
At the U. 8. Congress Against

ence at all in proof of the charges. 'War the Left Opposition delegates

made against him. They say of a
member of the C. C. and the E. C.

I—and this is not just anyone tradistinction to Stalinist _
elements, ionism. Lenin’s teachings on this

valets, said at the Plenum of the; .pjelded hy their membership in the

Central Committee of the Ukraine,
addressing himself to Skrypnik:
*“The work of Ukrainization rests
in the hands of all sorts of dogs..
These enemies are hiding behind
vour big back as a member of the
Political Bureau.” Very little is
known today of what Skrypnik said
or did.

According to Postychev, Skrypnik
answered that the policy that he

(had carried out up till that time

was correct but that the situation
was now changing. To this Post-
vchey replied: “No, what you have
done was as rotten six years ago
as it is today”. One has only to

ask how it is that during these'Greece.
gix years (!) none perceived or held in March, resulted in a narrow
said that Skrypnik had relations: victory for the Populist party head-

and ed by Tsaldaris.
N

with “bourgeois nationalist
anti-Soviet elements who carry
“party cards in their pocket”, that,
“Skrypnik defended these

all sorts of dogs behind his back.
And all that for six whole years!
If these charges have foundation

then what has the Central Commit-:

tee, the Control Commission and

the party been doing during these'

six years? !
What Is the Explanation?
The explanation of the Skrypnik
case, which ended with his suicide,
can only be made on the basis of
the processes that are taking place
in the Soviet Union and the Stal-

It will mean also an opportunity
to instill Socialist  consciousness
into the masses. That is the task
of the Communists. Only the Com-
munists can lead in that direction.
But it is not sufficient to proclaim
the abstract right to this leader-
ship; it is necessary to attain it
by deeds. It cannot be accom-
plished only within the very limited
frame of the party controlled jn-
dependent unions but on the whole
field of the class struggle.

ence”,
that is made by the C. C.

That is all the explanation
The

more cracks are disclosed. Skryp-
nik is one of these cracks. The
Stalinist imachine devours its
creators. And Skrypnik who has
helped not
of this machine has been caught
in its toils.

will present the revolutionary (]om-|
munist program against war in con-|
confus-!

important sector of the class strug-

party, were taken into his confid-' gle, his conception of the united

front on war and the need of Am-
erican working class action against

more fitalin tightens the vise, the Roosevelt’s war program will be

raised by the Left Opposition. This
will aid in the clarification of both

own., the Communist and Socialist work-

ers and lay the basis for a genuine

little in the creation | common action against war and the

i capitalist offensive.

I —JOSEPH CARTER.
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Perspectives of the Upturn'N.Y. Upholsterers
A Marxian Analysis of Business Cycles by L.Trotsky

(Continued from “Page 1)

interrupted by the war years, has
made its way in spite of all tariff
walls and has proven its powerful
reality in painful form. There is
every reason to believe that the
coming reversal of the trend, in the
direction of a business revival—
not simultaneously and not with
equal strength-will likewise, assume
a world wide character. In other
words, the cyclical movement of
capitalism is resorted by the pre-
sent crisis.

Naturally, we cannot expect full-
blooded cycles in the future. In
the last two decades  before the
war, crises had the character of
short and not too profound inter-
ruptions, while each new upswing
left the peak of the preceding one
far below. But now we must ex-
pect the reverse; profound, long
and painful crises, while the up-
ward movements -are weak and
short-lived. If the old cycles were
the mechanism of the broad up-
ward movement, the new ones can
only be the mechanism of capital-
ist decay.

Only, the influence of cyclic

changes on the life of the mass
of people remains enormous. In
a certain sense, it is now more
far reaching than ever before.
. The whole present status of capi-
talism represents a completed not
merely ripe, but overripe, pre-re-
quisite for the proletarian revolu-
tion. What lags behind is the con-
sciousness of the proletariat, its
organization, its leadership. Because
of the general instability of the
social equilibrium, the conjunctural
fluctuations lead to enormous shifts
of political power, to revolutionary
and counter-revolutionary disturb-
ances.

The bourgeois world, and with
it, the social democracy awaits the
new upturn in commerce and in-
dustry as a savior. The theoreti-
cians of the Comintern are afraid
of such a perspective and deny the
possibility of an upward turn in

Greek Stalinists S

Within six menths two general]

I

foreign
cand hostile elements”, that he hid

The | cepted, and the re-elections

elections have taken place in!
The last one, which was

A coup d’Etat by
the Venezelist general Plastiras
failed and subsequently Tsaldaris
formed a parliamentary govern-
ment.

The Tsaldaris government proved
itself capable of even. surpassing
its predecessor Venizelos in terror-
ist measures against the working
class and the poor farmers. Never-
theless the Greek finance capital,
represented by the Venizelists, could
not tolerate a Populist party regime
based upon the petty bourgeoisie
and the remnants of feudal lords.
The former have not yet found it
necessary to resort to outright
Fascism. But this is in the making, |
initiated by the Populist party. The
latter has organized a combinaion !
of Greek nationalists which Theld’
its convention on June 26 at;
Athens. At that time the Greek,
workers, under leadership of the,
Archio-Marxists (Left Opposition)i
organized a counter demonstration;

i

{in which our comrade Panagiotis.

was fatally wounded. |

The Venizelists challenged the:
government to conduct a re-election
in Saloniki. The challenge was ac-!

were,

essential starting point at this mo-;held on July 2. The Venezelists en-’

ment, however, lies within the mass
unions.

t
i

listed the support of the agrarians

—ARNE SWABECK. under the reformist Sofianoupolus,

upport Bourgeois

the Left Democrats of Papanastasiou
and the Labor Federation (reform-
ist), which is under the leadership
of Demetratos. But in spite of the
support of all the above elements
the Venezelists were mnot sure of
victory and therefore through the
«hameful mediation of the Soviet
Ambassador they sought and ob-
tained the support of the official

Jackals Howl at Trotsky

(Continued From Page 1)

But that Trotsky, true to prole-
tarian  internationalism, utilizes
the right of asylum in France—no
that will not do.

Who does not experience a feel-
ing of indignation and disgust at
the base provocations of the Polit-
ical Bureau? Then it is necessary
to look at another aspect of the
question: The political bureau isi
organizing demionstrations against
Trotsky, but what has it done
against Fascism. What has it done
against the Italian and German
Tascist ambassadors, against the
haunts of the white guards? Not
a thing!

No class conscious worker can or
will respond to these provocations.
The Left Opposition will continuei
unswervingly on its. path ;\Vith}
new tenacity it will struggle for thei‘
pbanner of Marx and Lenin and!
against all revisionists and provo-'
cators. I

Party in Elections

Stalinist party. When this became
known the Archio-Marxists exposed
the alliance and appealed to the
party members to fight vigorously
against this kind of a Dbetrayal.
The protest of the Left Opposi-
tion prevented the Stalinists from
withdrawing their candidates in
favor of the Venezelists, but it
could not stop them from carrying
on their propaganda in favor of
the Venezelist candidates. That
propaganda was featured in the
official party organ Rizospastis. One
headline featured read: “Only the
victory of the Opposition (Venzel-
ists) will defeat the aims of the
government against us.” This sup-
port of the Venezelists the Stalin-
ists attempted to justify on the
grounds that finance capital is
working for closer relations with
Turkey and the Soviet Union.
The Stalinist maneuver succeeded
in securing a majority of five thou-
sand votes for the Venezelists. But
it also resulted in a decrease of
the party vote. In March its tie-
ket—Workers and Farmers United
Front—polled 8,404 votes, while in
the re-elections of July 2 it received
only about three thousand votes.
The treachery of the Stalinists
succeeded only in discrediting the
name Communist in the eyes of the
Greek workers. Greater tasks are
thus imposed upon the Left Opposi-
tion in its struggle to lead the
Greek workers forward to victory.

. will leave no room even for a re-

—A. C.

the business cycle curve. To us
Marxists, it is perfectly clear that
a new revival of business activity
would not open a broad avenue out
of the ecrisis, but would lead into
a new, still sharper and more pain-
ful crisis. On the other hand, the
inevitability of a more or less near-
by change in the business cycle is
perfectly evident to us. We must
equip ourselves theoretically for the
next “post-crisis period” and as-
sume correct points of departure.

The years of crisis have thrown
and are throwing the international
proletariat back for a whole his-
torical period. Discontent, the
wish to escape poverty, hate for
the exploiters and their system, all
these emotions which are now be-
ing suppressed and driven inwards
by the frightful unemployment and
governmental repression, will force
their way out with redoubled energy
at the first real signs of an in-
dustrial revival.

Because of the general situation
of present day capital, even in the
event of a substantial revival, the
employers will not be in a position
to make such concessions to the
workers as to confine the struggle
within the frame-work of the trade
unions. We can predict with as-
surance that the industrial revival

turn to those conditions of labor
which prevailed before the present
crisis. The economic conflicts will
nof, only take on a wide scope but
also inevitably expand into poli-
tical movements of a revolutionary
character.

The Comintern must strip off the
last remnants of the theory of the
“third period” must begin to in-
vestigate concretely, the economic
and social terrain of the struggle,
and no longer issue commands ac-
cording to its own good judgment
to the proletarian vanguard but
through the latter, guide the real
development of the class struggle.

In the very first place is the
work among the trade-unions. Loz-
ovsky's “third period” must be dis-
carded as well as the third period
of Manuilsky. Put an end to the
policy of self-isolation. With the
greatest sharpness must be posed
the question of the restoration of
the unity of the German trade union
movement, through the integration
of all R. G. O. members into the
mass of the “free trade wunions”.
Every party member who is able
to must be obliged to join a trade
union.

The development of the economic|
struggle will put enormous tasks
before the reformist bureaucracy.
The exploitation of the difficulties
of the reformists can best be accom-
plished by a flexible and enterpris-
ing united front policy.

That the Left Opposition, in spite
of its small numerical strength, can
be in a position to occupy an honor-
able place in the mass struggle is
shown by the experience of the Bel-
gian comrades. In any case, it is
the task of the Left Opposition to
unfold the questions clearly before
the Party, to outline the general
perspectives, to formulate slogans
of struggle. Now, less than ever,
can the Left Opposition be permit-
ted to remain a closed propaganda
group, standing aside from the real
development of the class struggle.

Every Bolshevik-Leninist must be
a member of one mass organization
or another, above all, of a trade
union. Only under this condition
will our organization keep their
hand on the pulse of the proletar-
iat and fulfill their role as the
vanguard of the vanguard.

—L. TROTSKY.

Strikg_B_u"etin

THREE small shops have signed
up with local 76 of the A. F. of L.
This is an entering wedge into the
united front of the bosses associa-
tion. In spite of daily ads in the
papers for scabs, for two weeks, the
bosses have failed to get them. The
spirit of the men is accordingly
high. P’lans are under way for
organized relief for the strikers.

—

STRIKE MEDIATOR FROM
WASHINGTON 1S THE BUNK!
Pay no attention to anyone who re-
presents himself as such. He is
here ONLY TO SELI: YOU OUT
I'like MacGrady, the N1IRA represen-
‘tative in the Pennsylvania coal
| fields. To the shame of John L.
Lewis and the United Workers of
America, the strike was broken and
the men went back at the old con-
ditions. Don’t let that happen to
you! Only the workers organized
into a strong union can enforce
your demands.

&

REGULAR STRIKE MEETINGS
of the shops should be held. Not
merely the general meeting each
day. Men from the shops must be
drawn into the strike activity.

L]

Framemakers in the union shop
controlled by 1204 of the Carpenters
have refused to come out in sup-
port of the general strike of frame-
makers called by the Furniture
Workers Industrial Union. Elemen-
tary solidarity of the workers in a
strikg. which has become general
(over thirty shops involved) de-
mangs that these workers be con-
demned for scabbing and that they
be called out in sympathy and help
win conditions.

®.

To prevent any misunderstand-
ings, a SETTLING COMMITTERE
must always accompany the officer
of the union who meets with the
boss for settlement. The chairman
and gt least one other member of
the shop must be present., This
rule must absolutely be adhered to
or there is bound to be unsatisfac-
tory results.

*—

The strike mneeds a DAILY
STRIKE BULLETIN posted in a
conspicuous place in the strike
meeting hall. Here all the mnews
vital to the strike should be pub-
lished. That will give correct in-
formation and pep up the men.

Litvinov and France

(Continued ‘from Page 1)

letter from the USSR which re-
veals the gravity of the economic
situation. How does I'Humanite
answer this?

Thus: “In spite of their wishes,
Mr. P. Berland and the ‘Temps’
—striving peculiarly to oppose the
recent declarations of Paul-Boncour
with regard to the USSR—will not
be able to prove, by these calum-
nies, the collapse and the weakness
of the Soviet regime.” .... ......

What does this phrase between
the. dashes signify? Hasn’t one the
right to see here a discreet under-
standing with the French govern-
ment concerning information on the
USSR.? How far will they go on
this path?

We must explain to the workers
that only one force is-capable of
helping the USSR surmount its dif-
ficulties, the organized proletariat,
the Communist party. Treaties
signed by the USSR are precarious
portection; they will be ineffectual
against imperialism’s will to war!

Prinkipo, Aug. 18, 1932.

-—From La Verite.

The Development of theLos Angeles!

Jobless Movement and a Perspective

(Continued from last issue)
The Left wing, fluding itself ham-
pered by the predvminance of es-

pecially backward elements from
the county area outside of (the
city, took the initiative in the or-
ganization of the more progressive
of the city units into their own
center, the Council of City Units
of the U. C. R. A. At first it was
boycotted by the county organiza-
tion, but in course of time it con-
tinued to develop strength, and
while never formally affiliated with
the County Council, it was later
recognized to the extent of sending
an advisory delegate to the weekly
meetings of the delegates of the
Executive Board of the latter. De-
legates from the County Council
would also visit meetings of the
Executive Committee of the Coun-
cil of City Units. At first only four
of the city units were represented
on the Left wing ouncil, but this
grew to 14 and at one time to 16.

All the progressive steps taken
by the U. C. R. A. through the
County Council finally agreed ¢to
demand $20,000. Later it comprom-
fsed with the city and county—
the amount to be reduced to $6,000
a month at first, and a representa-
tive of the Citizens’ Committee of
the Chamber of Commerce was per
nitted to sign all checks and thus
administer the funds, altohugh the
U. C. R. A. did all the purchasing
and supervised the administration
of the hamber of Commerce repre-
sentative. The county also agreed

to furnish gasoline and oil for the.
[ costs of over $4,500 to the county

transportation of farm products
from those areas where the self-
help work was to be distributed by
the U. C. R. A.

Moeeting the Problem of Evictions

Another problem was

of evictions, as well as ehut-offs of
gas, light and water. At a meet-
ing of the Council of City Units,
at which members of the County
Council and the chairman of a
State-wide unemployed organization
(existing practically only on pa-

per) with which the U. C. R. A.
was affiliated, attended as visitors.

The latter proposed that we try to,

legislate a bill to make evictions
fllegal. The Left wing elements
counterposed to this the use of
mass pressure, proposing to put the
evicted workers back into their
homes and to turn on again gas,
light and water where they had
been turned off. This to be done
by a general mobilization of all
units under the direction of the
leading committee of the unit In
the district where the action was
to take place.

A resolution to this effect was
passed, and the response was enth-
usiastic. At the first following
eviction, over 20 units were mob-
ilized, constituting practically all
the city units, out of 65 units in
the whole county. The police ar-
rested the evicted worker on the
charge of “breaking in”. At the
trial, several hundred members of
the organization were mobilized as
witnesses, and the case was handl-
ed, not as the defense of the evict-
ed worker as an individual, but
as a collective defense of the U.
C. R. A. All members accepted re-
sponsibility for the action. After
150 witnesses had been heard, and

had been incurred, the evicted
worker was acquitted, and the jury
(composed of small property own-
ers) made a collection of §50 for
him. In only one or two other

presented! cases was it again nevessary bo
by the rapidly increasing number! defend in court our mass resistance'tion in the case of Pat Mays, a'grew the renewal of the old demand  period again.got out its own paper.

to evictions.
Tuming O Gas end Light

Later we changed our tacties,
and instead of putting back the
furniture, roped off the streets,
pitched tents (which we immed}
ately wired for light from the over-
head street lines), made fires, and
mobilized our forces with bands,
,street dancing, singing and speech
making, thereby attracting the
whole neighborhood and giving our
action the widest publicity. This
‘resulted in a rush by the welfare
organizations to offer housing or
cash, with the promise that if our
membre were evicted, all we had
to do was to notify them and they
would either pay his rent or place
him elsewhere.

We also adopted the policy of
turning on gas, light and water,
where they had been shut off, by
lcommittees. When the ocity (op-
erating the electrical and water
services) or the privately-owned
gas company turned them off again,
wo came back and turned them on
again. Where meters had been
taken out, we would connect the
house directly with the mains, matn-
taining our own plumbing shop for
the purpose. We would put up a
label worded as follows, “Do Not
Shut Off—By Order of the Unem-
ployed Cooperative Reliet Associa-
tion” These cut-offs amounted al-
together to tens of thousands of
cases, smetimes 50-60 in a single
day. The committee consisted of
the overwhelming majority ot the
members, who signed a pledge stat-
ing that they would continue to the
end, even at the risk of arrest.
Thousands of evictions were bhandl-
ed In the same way.

The Citizens’ Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce and the
State, county and city authorities
made frequent efforts, toward the
end of 1932, to obtain a detailed re-
gistry of our membership. The
Left wing consistently refused this,
under the slogan of “no papueriza-
tion—we are self-sufficient”, and de-
feated these efforts,

We also drove off state interven-

former trade unionist, who |
mitted irregularities in handling‘
the warehouse work. We insisted
that his case, and its disposition,
be handled entirely by the organi-
zation, whereas the Right wing ele-
ments wanted to take it into court,
and the County Council, by a vote
of 43 to 3, voted to expel Mays, one
of our first victories in the larger
organization.

The growth of Communist sym-
pathies during this period as vivid-
ly illustrated by the case of Egra
Chase, who was arrested while
heading a committee fighting an
eviction. He was charged with
criminal syndicalism, and the local
press began a red-baiting campaign
against “Communist - leadership in
the unemployed movement”. After
four weeks of propaganda through-
out the organization, we brought
the question of supporting him be-
fore the County Council, and suec-
ceeded in getting a resolution pass-
ed putting the organization in back
of him. The state later dropped
the case.

At about this.time the Left wing
caucus drew up a statement ad-
dressed to all labor organizations,
pointing out the need of a united
front of all progressive elements on
a minimum program of substantial
state aid to the unemployed, in-
surance, and supprt to all workers’
struggles and strikes. The Stalin-
ists fought and defeated our pro-
posals for “the six-hour day wand
for long-term credits to the Soviet
Union.

Because of the lack of
union organizations in this area.
the response was practically nil.
One result was the organization of
a broad caucus of the Communist
party (which had agreed ‘to "colon-
ize members in the U. C. R. A.), the
Musteites, and non-party Left wing
elements. This group worked ef-
fectively for a period of four
months, and succeeded in building
up the Council of City Units into
a considerable force. More units

trade

were added, vigorous mass meetings
were held. Out of the new strength

com- / for $50,000 in cash a. month for re-/

lief, and a demand that emergency
work, be furnished through the U.
C. R. A. These demands were in-|
troduced to the County Council by,
22 unjts. At a series of mass meet-
ings, these demands were voiced,!
together with demands for an in-
crease in the supply of gasoline and
oil. The polidy of fighting evic-
tions and shut-offs was re—aﬂirmed.:

The city and county administra-,
tions compromised for a total of
$30,000, the former supplying $20,-:
000 and the latter $10,000 a month
in cash for relief.

The party groups within the pro-i
gressive council now began a series
of sectarian adventures. They or-
ganized several paper organizations, !
one was called the Independent;
Organization of the Forced Labor“
Camps, another Organization of.
the Homeless Youth and a third.
the “County Workers’ Protective:
Union”. Following this party grodpsi
attempted to have the unemployed,
workers shift their allegiance from'
the U. C. R. A. in favor of these
paper organizations. As a resultf
of these maneuvers, the party was
weakened and isolated within the
general Left wing, especially as
the Right wing by that time had
consolidated itself into an effective
working force.

After four months of collabora-
tion within the broad Left wing
caucus, the party ordered its mem-
bers to withdraw. Out of about
150, some fifty to sixty remained,
contrary to party orders.

A weekly newspaper was started
by the Left wing in the second half
of 1932, under the control of varied
elements but bringing forward a
class point of view. About 3-4,000
copies a week were circulated.
While its political level reflected
the backwardness of the movement
in that stage, it nevertheless has
been consciously endeavoring to
raise this level. Its persistence was
shown by the fact that, after the
County Council had taken over the
paper originally founded by the
Left wing, the latter after a certain

In the whole process of develop-
ment of the Left wing, the Left
Opposition elements played the
leading role, posing the class is-
sues, proposing concrete programs
and conducting systematic propa-
ganda for its class policies, simil-
arly by constant visiting and speak-
ing to the workers in the units, and
above all by prolonged, systematic,
direct participation in an active;
and leading capacity in the practic-
al work of the movement. In gen-
eral, the policies adopted were
those of the I.eft Opposition. The
increasing influence of the  Left
wing over the entire U. C. R. A.
is shown by a series of actions, in
addition to those mentioned above
and to the demonstration before
the Board of Supervisors on the
milk issue. Such were the resolu-
tion to support a farm hands’
strike the vote of confidence in the
women’s milk committee, the reso-
Iution of thanks to the Communist
lawyer who defended the first evic-
tions case, the resolution against
participation of bourgeois politic-
ians in discussions. All were taken
after resistance by the organized
Right wing elements in the County
Council.

Very important also was the
work among Mexican and Negro
workers who have developed a feel-
ing of full class solidarity in the
course of their participation in the
movement, and the breaking down
of barriers among the white work-
ers.
Lessons of the Los Angeles

Experience

What general lessons do we draw
from this experience in the light
of the present perspectives as in-
fluenced by the Industrial Recov-
ery Act?

1. We must adjust our strategy
in the American labor movement to
a short-term perspective, not to the
long-term tasks of building a new
leadership out of the youth. The
State apparatus is being ever more
closely intertwined with the class-
collaborationist elements in the la-
bor leadership, and first of all with
the A. F. of L. The reformists are

and have been able to reach fields
which they have not formerly touch-

ed for a generation or more. They
report  enormous organizational

gains in steel, coal, textile, auto,
metal mining and oil fields.

2. In such a period of upsurge
of the elemental labor movement,
there is enormous room for Left

. wing labor elements, which are bad-

ly needed for the concrete work of
organization. If a cohesive Left
wing is built up, and is able to
work together in spite of the basic
political differences; if such a Left
bloc is able to entrench itself into
the rising movement, it will not
be possible for the Right wing
leadership as has been the case be-
fore, to kick them out after their
organizations are consolidated.

3. If such a policy is not fol-
lowed, the class-collaborationist
elements will consolidate their posi-
tion and block the road to further
development of the progressives,
isolating them even more than is
now the case.

4. The question of relation of
forces within the Left wing cannot
continue to be posed as it has been
in the past. Confronted with the
tremendous scope of the tasks to
be performed, the necessity of urg-
ent speed in view of the danger
of consolidation of the Right wing,
and the weak forces of the indivi-
dual political groupings out of
which a Left wing can be built—
whether Left Oppositionists, Stalin-
ists, Musteites, Wobblies or Anarch-
ists, the Left wing elements must
form a united cohesive bloc in order
to be effective at all. In the course
of the struggle itself, the energy,
militancy, and correct policies of
the individual sections of the Left
wing - will undergo profound modifi-
cations, as will the relation of their
forceg.

5. The Los Angeles experience
has conclusively shown that even
a small group of energetic elements,
with revolutionary training and
basing themselves solidly on a cor-
rect policy, can be very effective
and gain great influence within a

engaged in an enormous upswing,

broad mass movement.

—M. J. ROSE.




