WORKERS
OF THE
WORLD.
UNITE

‘THE

MILITANT

Weekly Organ of the Communist League of America [Opposition]

2

Published weekly by the Communist I eague of America (Opposition) at 128 Hast 16th Street, New York, N. Y. Emtered as secoud ciass mall matter, Novem ber vem ber 28, 1928 at the Post Office at New York, N. Y. snfor the act of Mureh i, 1690

VOLUmN0. 185] —

Foreign Developments

Alfter the Collapse of
the London Confab

The London Economic Confer-
ence, which opened less than two
months ago to the accomaniment
of a tremendous blast of publlClty,,
of hopes, promises and fears, has
slipped quietly to an early grave.’
International cooperation among
the competitive national organiza-
tions of monopoly capitalism has
once again proved to be a utopian
illusion, under which bankrupt dem-
cracy and aggressive imperialism
can conceal their nakedness.

The keynote of the conference
was the antagonism between Amer-
fcan and British imperialism.
France utilized the conference as
a mobilization ground for its poli-
tical and financial allies. Germany,
which was in the position of mere-
ly asking for concessions without
even the bluff of having anything
to offer, was completely shoved into
the background.

With the illusory hopes of com-
mon action thus shattered, national
policies must again pull in djffer-
ent directions in accordance with
the special situations and needs of
monopoly "capitalism in the differ-
ent countries. All the major pro-
blems have been left unsolved—in-
ereasing production, dealing with
unemployment, markets, currency
stability. The efforts to solve them
by reestablishing the unity off the
world market having failed, the
immediate next steps will undoubt-
edly further increase the dispropor-
tions and contradictions of the var-
jous sections of the world market,
and the political expression of these
contradictions in preparation for
war.

Economic Trends in U. S.

The general background against
which these efforts are taking place
is one of mild improvement in the
crisis on its way into depression,
although nowhere is the improve-
ment taking place at such hyster-
ical speed as in the United States.
The upturn here would have had
to take on a violent character at
some point, if only because of the
extremely low poinfs which had
been reached on the downward
swing of the crisis. A further
stimulating factor was the zigzag-
ging character of the course toward
inflation, which allowed both wild
speculative uprushes and also sev-
ere speculating setbacks, depending
upon the manner in which day-to-
day events allowed the government’s
policy to be interpreted. Twice
during the past two months the
president had to intervene in a
falling speculative market with the
assurance that he had not given up
the idea of inflation.

On this policy, of course, Amer-
ica was unable to swing Europe
behind it; the post-war experience
of most European countries was re-
cent enough to remind them <what
a drastie surgical operation it con-
stitutes. With all the more enthu-
siasm, then, repulsed on the field
of international agreement, the
Roosevelt government jumped into
the agtivities of the National Re-
covery Administration, centralizing
and coordinating American capital-
ism on its national territory before
the next decisive leap at foreign
markets.

The British policy has been one
of aggressive competition for for-
eign trade on the basis of stabil-
ized currency and slow, definite in-
creases in price levels, production
and financial basis in gold reserve
and note circulation. The unexpect-
ed coup of the Argentine trade

. agreement, the removal of the em-
bargo on Soviet trade, the steady
increasds in tariffs, all point in
this direction. The reparation of
British money held abroad, and to
some extent an influx of foreign
short-term credits, have broadened
the financial basis of these opera-
tions and have reflected the will-
ingness of large sections of Euro-
pean capital to support England
in the duel with America.

Franee and the Crisis

In France, the situation is com-
plicated by the fact that the work
of liquidation and deflation, accom-
plished by the crisis in most ad-
vanced countries, has not been fully
achieved owing to a variety of
causes: the delay of more than a
yedr before the crisis actually be-
gan, the prompt adoption of gov-
ernmental measures to shut off
France from the world crisis by
trade restrictions and the mainten-
ance of domestic markets, the spe-
cial favors given to certain indus-
tries whereby they suffered less
from the crisis but the government
was burdened more, etc. The ap-
pearance of relative immunity from
the crisis brought in large amounts
of foreign capital for short-term
investment in France during 1931
and 1932, thus still further adding

to its apparent strength, but in
reality contributing a potential
element of great weakness. In in-

tion will prove to be very vulner-
able.

In the meantime, the price level
within France remains high, while
wage—cuts in general have not gone
‘ag deep as in the United States or
Germany. This however puts in-
creasing pressure on French capj-
talism, which will inevitably at-
tempt to force its burdens on to
the French proletariat and the
petty-bourgeoisie. The budget has
become unbalanced to a frighten-

(Continued on Page 4)
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Hitler Executes Four
Altona Commuuists

The Nazi beast has struck again.
This time he has brought down
four heroic workers who took part
in the defense of the working-class
quarter of Altona, near Hamburg,
when the brown shirts invaded
them in a provocative parade last
year. The Hamburg workers, steel-
ed in the traditions of the fights
of 1919 and 1921, bitterly resented
the invasion and drove the uniform-
ed gangsters out.

The authors of the Nazi mass-
acre were at that time condemned
to death the better to feed the
then democratic illusions of the
masses and conceal the prepartions
for Fascism that were going on
throughout the apparatus of the
German government. Now the
hypocritical mask of democratic
measures, can be cast aside. The
Nazi terrorists have been freed,
pardoned and treated as heroes.'
The Communist workers who acted,
in self-defense have been beheaded.

The last words of one of the four
beheaded comrades were: “The

USSR Accorded

Recognition by
Spani_sb__Gov't.

Recognition of the U.8.8.R.,, by
Spain as cabled to the New York
Times is hailed by the Izvestia as
a step taken when “the victory of
socialism in the Soviet Union had
been decided finally and without
argument.” “The extension of the
international connections of the
U. S. 8. R. is direct evidence of the
force of socialism. Capitalist gov-
ernments are forced to reckon with
the Y. S. 8. R. as a factor with
which for their own interest it is
better to live at peace.”

To speak of the “victory of so-
cialism” as “decided finally”, and
“it is better”, for the capitalist, “to
live at peace”, with the Soviet Un-
ion is to confuse the real state of
affairs and the danger of an imper-
ialist attack upon the Soviet Union.
Recognition does mot flow from the
capitalist desire “to live at peace”
with the Soviet Union, not because
of the “victory of socialism”. The
opposite is true.

The pressure of world conditions
in.the decay stage of capitalism and
the quest for profits forces capital-
ist nations to trade with anyone,
even with the Soviet Union. The
Izvestia does not faol the capital.
ists with this kind of phrases. This
helps disarm the workers to dan-
gers to their own class and helps
the capitalists cover up their war
plans. The victory of Fascism in
Germany and the victory of Japan
in the East against China and the
Soviet Union places the Soviet Un-
ion in the most dangerous position

iit has been in since the days of

open intervention and civil war.

The realignment of imperialist
forces since Hitler took power
forces the Soviet Union to make
amends with Poland, France, etc.
and now Spain. To cloak these
forced concessions as victories is

death penalty is the largest honor, to prepare the way for greater mis-

for a revolutionary.”

takes and concessions.

Dissension in

French S. P.

Right Wing Actual Victors -- “Left” Compromises

The congress of the S. F. I. O:
(French Socialist Party) conclud-
ed after giving the Left wing an
absolute majority (2,197 votes)
over the Centrists (981 votes) and
the Right wing (753 votes) and also
over the 104 votes received for the
resolution of the Socialist Action.

1. The congress was opened
with a speech by Vandervelde, pre-
sident of the Labor and Socialist
International who begged the dele-
gates not to disrupt the unity of
their organization. The ex-minister
of the Belgian king epitomized the
confusion reigning in the leading
circles of the 2nd International.
This organization suffered a terri-
ble blow by the victory of Fascism
in Germany. All the organizations,
in which the reformist leaders
placed so much trust, coliapsed
without resistance like houses of
cards. It is worthless to hope that
the Vanderveldes and the Adlers
will condemn their own policies;
after having dispensed with sever-
al German social democrats who
vainly tried to lick Htler’s boots,
t'hey recommend the Coue method
to their organizations: Have the de-

termination to remain united. But.

events are stronger than Vander-
velde’s tirades.
2. Split, more than ever before,

is first on the order of the day.

From the time of the black-white
motions up till the declaration of
war by the Right wing after the
vote of censure hardly a month has
passed. The Right wing not only ex-
posed the conflict before the social-
ist and international party masses
but also before “republican and so-
cialist public opinion of this coun-
try”. In other words, the unity of
the Socialist party retains only a
formal aspect; each tendency is
opening the battle for influence over
the masses of the country. Under

these circumstances, the maneuvers,
of each of the tendencies to shift,;
for the split are

responsibility”
relatively secondary.

3. The Left wing won out in the
voting ; but the political advantage
of the congress was incontestably
gained by the Right wing. And it
is no wonder. Only the Right wing
was decisive, The Left wing. on
the ‘contrary, in the process of evo-
lution, was split into numerocus
tendencies and grouplets. Also, the
Right wing stated its program
clearly and frankly at the Con-
gress. It hid nothing, it spoke to
the whole country. We are not
politicians they said, but statesmen.
We are ready to give France an
authoritative government which
will assure internal order and the
security of the frontiers. The fact
that that proneuncement was not
made in the old traditional verbi-
age caused a stir of “surprise” in

ternational capital loses its confld-
ence in the financial stability of’
France, the French financial situa-

Blum’s camp. In order to retain
their majority, the leaders of the
Left wing avoided all votes on the

question of power, of workers un-
ity, of the struggle against war.
The discussion on these subjects,
for the most part, bore a purely
academic character. All the con-
tradictions which were masked by
the mass vote against the parlia-
mentary group will come to the fore
on the mororw with more force
than ever before,

4. As we foresaw, it was on the
question of “national defense” that
the Right wing showed itself most
vociferous. In a secondary mat-
ter—denouncing an “ignoble arti-
cle” by Rosenfeld against Paul-
Boncour, and among other things,
posing the problem of war in all
its amplitude, the threat of war
from German Fascism—G. Weill
and Renaudel stated categorically:
No Disarmament of France in Face
of Hitlerite Germany, national de-
fense can be organized not by leav-
ing the ground of “August 4th” but
rather by placing ourselves on that
ground without delay.

5. The extreme Left wing (So-
cialist Action) played an insigni-
ficant role at the Congress; the
proposal for the expulsion of the
4 deputies received only 149 votes,
so that if we deduct the 104 votes
of the extreme Left, less than 5
percent of the Left wing was influ-
enced by the Socialist Action. There
is nothing extraordinary in this—
it is a reflection of the damage’
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35,000 Pa. Mine Workers
Strike For Right of Union

| Organization

N.Y.Upholsterers
Strike Spreads
to New Shops

A spirit of militancy pervades
the upholsterers who are in their
second week of strike. Over fifty
shops, large and small, have already

responded to the call issued a week
ago, Thursday by local 76 of the
American Federation of Labor. The
demands are for the 30 hour week
and the basic minimum wage - of
$1.40 per hour. The manufacturers
association have failed to bring-the
strikers back into the shops with
promises to live up to the code, es-
pecially after the proposed condi-
tions of the code were made public
(44 hour week and 34c per hour).
A roar of laughter went up from
the men when this was read off
by Brother Moskowitz, chairman of
the strike committee. Code or no
code, the men are in no mood to
be tricked into any conditions be-
low those demanded by the strike.
Every day mew shops are pulled.
The notoriously scabby Trade shop
on Long Island, the backbone of
the open shoppers, came down 100%.
With the determination the men are
now showing the strike is bound to
win.

In the midst of the solid spirit of
the men, however, is to be found
that apathy which is characteristic
of men who are coming into the
union and into the strike for the
first time. It is easier to rely
upon leaders than to take active
responsibility yourself. Too much
work and responsibility is being
shoved upon a few individual at
the top. As a result, the struck
shops do not meet to consider the
particular plans of their shop.
The daily general strike meeting
is not, sufficient. The particular
problems of the individual shops
cannot be taken up there. For ex-
ample—the “farming out” of work
by Lewittes shop to a two by four
dump, which threatens to demoral-
ize the men of that shop, could
have been avoided if handled by
the shop committee. Also a closer
tab should be kept by tite shop
committees on the location and
activity of the men, so that at any
time the union could put its finger
on any sore spot.

We consider it our duty to ex-
press our opinion on the question
of pulling signed shops during a
general strike. The general strike
takes precedence over all such
agreements. Strikers do not under-
stand why those union men who
called them on strike, themselves
go back to work on the basis of the
old agreement, and not on the basis
of the strike demands. The bosses
always break agreements when it
is to their advantage to do so.
Maison Art, for example, introduced
plece work into their shop in direct
violation of the agreement 51gned
last September with the union.
Greeppoint and others all v101ated
the agreement by paying

overtime,
trade in all cases takes precedence
over extent contracts. No work:
should be produced in these shops.
What About the Industrial Union?

The Industrial Union, with the

calling of the general strike, has|
adopted an ehtirely new set of|

tactics. Knowing that the over

- whelming sentiment of the men is

for going into the A. F. of L., they
have adopted the policy of “help-
ing” the strike, under the slogan
of “unity with the rank and file”,
In view of the cool reception that
their strike demands got from the
strikers, they changed them from
$1 an hour and the 40 hour week;

“to $1.15 an hour and the 35 hour|
, week.

In this respect they dre
still lagging behind the A. F. L.

done by the Stalinists to the So- The excuse of not knowing what

(Continued on page 4)
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single |
time instead of time and a half for!
A general strike of the|

Western Pennsylvania is again
aflame with a miner’s revolt grow-
ing daily in sweep and scope. The
miners’ wives from the outset join-
ed directly in the battle taking the
blows with their husbands and giv-
ing blows as the powerful picket

—— TR

—

Leon Trotsky Moves
From Turkey to France

Comrade Leon Trotsky has final-
ly obtained permission from the
French Government to make a trip
for his health to Corsica and
Southern France where, he will
stay, for an indefinite period
Around these simple facts a number
of wild legends and conjectures
have been built, both by the bour-
geois and the Stalinist press. It
has been stated for instance that
comrade Trotsky will be sent to the
United States, as first Soviet Am-
bassador, that he has made peace
with Stalin and Litvinoff that the
French government is willing to
have him because he will help them
against Hitler, etc.

It is not necessary to make any
special answer to all these rumors
except to point out that they are
completely devoid of a basis In
fact. When the Stalinists insinu-
ate, however, as in a recent issue
of the Daily Worker, that this is
the reward of the bourgeoisie for
comrade Trotsky’s services to them
against the Soviet Union on his
trip to Copenhagen last year, we

(Continued on Page 4)

line extended over a far flung terri-

tory. Death has taken its toll.
One miner is reported killed in
typical Pennsylvania steel trust

fashion; shot down in cold blood
by company plug uglies while carry-
ing the American flag at the head
of a picket line. Several other
miners are expected to die from
wounds received and many are suf-
fering from lighter injuries.

The strike started in Fayette Co.,
Pennsylvania’s darkest corner and
the scene of many labor battles.
It started as a direct challenge to
the H. C. Frick Coke Company for
the right of union organization.
This company is the largest pro-
ducer in the county and a subsidi-
ary of the United States Steel Cor-
poration. In its further sweep the
strike has embraced the adjacent
counties of Westmoreland, Alleg-
heny, Washington and Armstrong.
The latest reports estimate a total
of 35000 miners involved. As it
spread the issue became more than
the one of right to union organi-
zation. It assumed the character,
even though there is no set of spe-
cific demands formulated, of a gen-
eral revolt against the intolerable
open shop and semi-open shop con-
ditions imposed by the Pennsy-
Ivania steel and coal barons.

It is significant that the strike
has also embraced the mines of the
Pittsburgh Terminal company which
now has a contract with the Uni-
ted Mine Workers. This company
was the very backbone of the on-
slaught which smashed the U. M.
W. in the lost strikes of 1927-28.
Later when the National Miners
'Union made headway and led the
Western Pennsylvania strike in

Japan Provok

Criminal Stalinist Policies

Shanghai.—There is a lull in mili-

tary activities in North China {fol-.
lowing upon the conclusion of the
Tangku truce which leaves Japan
in virtual oeccupation of a huge
“demilitarized zone” flanking the
Great Wall. Japanese imperialism
is now drawing back preparatory
to a fresh leap forward, and it is
{commonly believed that their next
objective is Outer Mongolia, pos-
"session of which would add to their
strategic advantages in the event
lof war with the Soviet Union.

Out here, the view is widely held
that the Soviet position vis-a-vis
Japan and the entire imperialist
world has been greatly weakened
as a result of the capitulationist
policy pursued by Moscow, notably
in regard to the agreement to sell
the Chinese Eastern Railway. The
fist shaken menacingly in the face
of imperialism by Voroshilov is no
longer taken seriously, since these
gestures are not borne out in prac-

tice. “Not an inch of our terri-
tory!” yell Stalin and Voroshilov
in unison. But in the interests of
their “peace-loving policy” they

have . adopted such a weak-kneed
attitude before the political and
i military minions of the Mikado
ithat they have virtually lost the
entire Chinese Eastern Railway. If
the line were not sold mow, #
would be seized. The negotiations
going on in Tokyo are simply a
face-saver for Soviet diplomacy,
'giving a formal character to a fait
accompli. Both Moscow and Tokyo

BACKGROUND OF THE NEW DEAL

By the developments toward the
much heralded national industrial
recovery, which have taken place so
far, it appears that the New Deal
is getting oen the way. Maybe this
should give us an opportunity to
determine just what this New Deal
is. Undoubtedly the general idea
behind it, the system of policies re-
presented by that name, are quite
clear. But the New Deal itself
will be fully estimated only when
it is put over and has become a
reality. Today the first steps are
being taken, it is set into motion,
and we must view it in motion to
forecast its final results. It is
possible to say at the outset, how-
ever, that when finally pyt over,
the New Deal will 16om up to the
working masses as something en-
tirely different from what it ap-
pears to be today.

To the same extent the working
class judgment will differ. Today
there seems to be an attitude, and
quite_ understandably so, that any
change is sure to be for the better;
that at least cannot become any
worse. Many warkers are even
captiyated by illusions of special
benefits from the industrial recov-

’

ery act and its industrial codes.’

Tomorrow when its scope is known
we will find that the New Deal
lends itself well to other more
choice and more harsh names.
Crisis Creates New Conditions

One thing is certain; the system
of policies centered around the in-
dustrial recovery efforts represents
something new, at least to the;
extent that new conditions press |
for new methods., The new condi-!
tions are at hand. The crisis in
its course of development laid the
basis for them. It offered the pos-
sibility of an immense reorganiza-
tion of the whole national econ-
omic structure in preparation for
the next stage of the business cycle.
Now the problem is to step into’
that stage and secure an upward
economic conjuncture. And it was;
precisely at this point that many

of the old concepts and formulae'

of capitalist business were found
not to fit the new conditions or,
the new requirements. They were
discarded. At the same time new,
ideas were sweeping the world,'
catchy ideas, ideas of planned econ-
omy. Why not try to apply some

of them on a capitalist basis? And
so, it came about that the ideas

now identified with the New Deal
are combined into a sort of a plan
aiming at the ‘“organization” of
capitalism. A greater concentra-
‘tion and centralization of capital,
ta more gigantic monopoly. It is
i the proponents of “organized capi-
| talism”, appearing under the col-
{lective name of the brain trust,
I'who are the moving forces behind
these ideas.

Capitalist Economy Reorganized

But befo're we look further into
the question of the industrial recov-
ery policies of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration and in order to gain
a better understanding of them, it
is necessary to first examine their
‘background As already mentioned,
a crisis becomes also a period of
dapitalist readjustments. An im}
mense reorganization of the whole
structure of American national
economy took place during the
crisis. With a view to the future,
this reorganization followed strict-
ly along the lines of the motive

es the Soviets
Weaken Soviet Resistance

know this, and China knows it
also. In the circumstances, it is
a foregone conclusion that Japan
'will get the C. E. R. on her own
and not on Soviet terms. “Sell on
our terms or we will seize it—we
know you’ll not fight to retain it”
—this is the Japanese attitude.
Provocations by Japan

Japan is evidently so convinced
that the Soviet Union will not fight
in defense of her interests that
quite recently she took the bold
step of sending one of her war-
ships, the H. I. J. M. 8. Tachikaze,
into Soviet territorial waters off
the Kamchatka coast allegedly to
investigate the shooting of three
Japanese fishermen in the region of
Cape Olga. The warship entered
these waters after permission for
it to do so had been expressly re-
fused by Moscow.

Meanwhile Moscow, claiming to
have established the fact that three
Japanese fishermen were shot and
killed by Soviet coast guards near
Cape Olga, has tendered a cringing
apology to the Japanese govern-
ment, agreeing to mete out dire
punishment to the coast guards and
to compensate the families of those
killed. In the Soviet note on the
subject, however, no mention is
made of the fact that the fisher-
men were killed while trespassing
in Soviet waters—surely a mitigat-
ing circumstance! No, in the in-
terests of placating the Japanese
bandits the Moscow epigones take
upon themselves or, rather, upon
the unfortunate coastguards who
presumably were performing their
duty) the entire blame.

By way of contrast, the Japan-
ese foreign office returned a curtly
! truculent reply to the Moscow pro-
| test against the Japanese destroy-
er entering Soviet waters after be-
ing forbidden to do so.

Judging by past experience, it
is reasonable to suppose that the
Japanese imperialists will be fur-
ther encouraged by the kowtowing
attitude of Moscow. The day fol-
lowing the Soviet apology, three
Soviet fishing vessels were seized
by Japanese warships and their
crews placed under arrest on
charges of spying in the neighbor-
hood of the Kurile Islands. And
pow inspired reports are appearing,
allegipg discrimination against Jap-
anese shipping at Vladivostok, a
port which the Japanese imperial-
ists have long coveted. More and
graver situations may be expected,
and are expected. Thus Soviet
diplomacy a la Litvinov and com-
pany, expressed in action, is
bringing the Soviet Union nearer
to war with Japan—just the pre-
cise opposite of what is being aim-
ed at. Successive retreats before
the Japanese bandits (which began

PRICE 5 CENTS

1930 the Pittsburgh Terminal Com-
pany again recognized the U. M. W.
and signed a sort of a contract,
though not one agreeable to the
men,
Test of Recovery Act

This strike is one of the many
expressions of working class atti-
tude under the national industrial
recovery efforts. It is a test in-
dicating that the working class is
ready to resume the offensive, not
relying upon the clauses of the re-
covery act but upon its own mass
power to inforce its right to union
organization and to gain better con-
ditions. While in progress, the
gspokesmen for the steel trust at
Washington hypocritically elimin-
ated from their industrial code the
demand for company unions. Ob-
viously their intention was to rely
upon the police club and soldier
bayonets to maintain this demand
in practice. They have struck a
snag. The miners gave the answer:
Up to this point, but no further.

On July 29 the Pennsplvania gov-
ernor dispatched National Guard
troops to Fayette County—to “main-
tain order.” How did the troops
discharge that duty? It became
the immediate signal for the H. C.
Frick Company to declare its mines
reopened, calling for scab labor and
pledged governmental protection. A
new bloody onslaught was launched
upon the miners led by the com-
pany’s privately armed deputies, of
which the H. C. Frick Company is
said to have—only 275. But de-
spite these heavy odds against the
workers they have stood  their
ground. The mines remained idle,
the. strike spread.

Conditions in Fayette Coke Region

Between the black hills of Fay-
ette county lie dotted numerous of
the old type bee-hive coke ovens,
stretching their low built structure
for blocks with the rows of open
fires resembling miniature open-
hearth steel furnaces. Daily these
ovens belch out smoke blackening
everything in sight. A heavy pall
haungs over the little mining com-
munities. But that accounts fon
nothing compared to the heavy hand
of the steel trust in evidence every-
where. Everything 1is company
owned, the soil, the miners homes,
the city and village administra-
tions, the stores in which the min-
ers make their purchases often in
company scrip as the only reward
received for their labor. The laws
laid down by the steel trust are in-
forced by their own “yellow dog”
deputies, For years the Fayette
county miners have been compelled
to work under these most revolting
conditions. It is these conditions
that the steel trust fights tooth and
nail to maintain.

Many attempts have been made
by these miners to organize a wvm-
ion as the only protection for their
rights. Often they were sold out
by the U. M. W. officials. We still
remember the dastardly sell-out of
the 1922 strike when John L. Lewis
signed the Cleveland agreement
leaying out 60,000 miners of Fay-
ette and adjacent counties and
sacrificing their budding organiza-
tion. The miners were caught in a
death trap; but they have been
fighting on ever since. Now again
they are joining the U, M. W.

What Does this Strike Indicate?

There is much to be learned from
this present Pennsylvania miners’
strike. It is offensive in its charac-
ter. Perhaps that is its greatest
significance. In that sense it is
very indicative for the future, par-
ticularly when viewed in connec-

tion with many other strikes
throughout the country, smaller
but similar in character. Does it

not bring eloquent testimony to the
conclusion which we have drawn
long ago that in the stage of re-
covery efforts the class struggle
bour<d to increase in intensity? In
its further development these strug-
gles are just as sure to immensely
sharpen the class distinctions in
the United States and serve to lead
the workers toward political con-
sciousness as a class.

The strike also indicates that
during the recovery period there
will be a decisive trend of the work-
ing masses toward union organiza-
tion. The stream will head toward
the conservative unions despite all
their failures and betrayals. Per-
haps one can say that in the Penn-
sylvania mine fields there is today
no other union in existence anyway.
That is true. The National Miners
Union by its utterly false policies
and methods long ago forfeited its
right to existence and passed out
of oblivion. But that only so much
more proves the point and indicates
the future trend. To keep abreast

in late 1931, when Japanese troops!|
were arbitrarily transported over,

(Continued on Page 4)
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with that trend the Left wing must
now take up in earnest the problem
of lodging itself within the mass
unions, —A, 8,
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Lessons of the
United Front

(Continued from last issue)

THE FRAME WORK
OF THE UNITED FRONT

In the consideration of the uni-
ted front one must not only know
the Leninist concept. One must,
above all, apply this to objective
condiitons, and the frame work of
the working class and its organiza-
tions.

Local, sectional’ national and in-
ternational united front action are
complicated in their application.
Defensive and offensive  struggles
call for different modes of work-
ing class motion, just as perlods of
reaction, reform and revolution do.
The immediate objective must at
no time be isolated and separated
from the direction of the objective
t: @ Marxian is heading for.

THE REFORMIST REFUSAL
OR ACCEPTANCE OF THE
UNITED FRONT

The proper application of  the
united front tactic is a winning one
for the revolutionist regardless of
the acceptance or refusal of the re-
formist leaders. The degree of the
gain will be altered by the position

taken by the misleaders. However,
in turn, the position of the mis-
leaders’ In refusing or accepting

does not rest within their own
hands. Their refusal or acceptance
ih the last analysis rests in the
hands of the pressure of  theilr
rank and file. Insufficlent pressure
will enable the fakers to refuse
and strong pressure will compgel
fhe misleaders to accept or stand
exposed. This does not mean we
revert to united front from below.
We increase the PRESSURE from
below, upon the organization to
force them into the united front.

If the leadership is able to pre-
vent the organization from joining
the united front we expose such a
leadership, not through slander but
through political ecriticism. If the
pressure is sufficient to force the
leaders into the united front and
“if” their program is not to the
interest of the working class and

their action opposed to working
class interest than we EXPOSE

THEM IN ACTION as part of the
united front. A Marxist can cx-
pose an opportunist and reformist
if they refuse action. It is far
better and a more thorough job of
exposure if it is done in action.

Workers do not have illusions
only about certain misleaders in
whom they still have faith. They
also have many illuslons about
capitalism. In action, around the
united front, the twofold process of
disillusionment in misleaders and
in the capitalist system can be de-
veloped. Only Marxian revolutionk
ists can stand this acid test.
CALLING THE UNITED FRONT

_LEAGUE

A Report from the
Middle West

Davenport, Towa.—The following
is a report on activities in the tri-
cities (Davenport, Muscatine and
1tock Islund) and throughout the
stute of Iowa:

No doubt you are aware that
the Unecmployed Unien which was
organized on our initiative was
tuken away from us and we were
expelled as the result or a combina-
tion of the party leaders and some
unscrupuious leaders formed in &
faction against us. The Unemploy-
ed Uinon then changed its name to
the Cooperative League and became
afliliuted with the A. F. of L. The
Uncmployed Council was complete-
ly liyuidated. And today a fight has
uroken out between the A, F. of L.
ieadership and the party. It is
doubtful as to the outcome.

Now as to the activities of the
party. In Davenport they are do-
iing very little, In  Kast Moline
or Mgline the Unemployed Council
Luas been more or less captured by
a reactionary element, according to
our iuformation. The party has
orgunized a Workers School which
5 not making very much progress.
The united front which they organ-
1ized last spring blew up. No direct
penefits were reaped as a result of
the change” of policy of the na-
tional leadership of the party on
the united front....Now as to the
A. F. of L—As a result of the
industrial Reccovery Act they are
sweeping the three cities and or-
ganizing local union after local
union.

Muscatine

In Muscatine the party is prac-
tically nom-existent although they
have about nine members who do
nothing. The party makes no ef-
forts to educate such good elements
as are in its ranks. The Unem-
ployed Council exists only on pa-
per. The Citizens Employed and
Unemployed League has stopped
functioning. We have some con-
tacts in this city. Through them
we will organize some open air
meetings and try, in the very near
future, to round up some of the
clements that have ceased function-
ing in the party to form some sort
of an educational group which will
expound our ideas. .e

There is very little unemployment
in Muscatine at this time due to
the pick-up in the button industry
which is working full blast. It
would be very easy to organize a
button workers union but the party
has made no effort to do so. I am
sure that the A. F. of L. will do it
in the near future.

Des Moines

The party got a very good start
in this region but has isolated it-
self due to incorrect policies. There
are about six Unemployed Leagues
in the city. The party’s Unemploy-

The calling of the united front
is not, the simple task of gending
a letter to all working class organi-

zations. Many Right wing secret-’

aries will throw the communication
in the basket and the organization
will in no way have knowledge of
the projected united front. After
it is decided to call a united front
and before the provisional commit-
tee (whatever may be its composi-
tion) sends out the call those tak-
ing the initiative should organize
their own forces to bring pressure
from below on all other organiza-
tions and especially in the organi-
gations that have labor fakers at
the head. The rank and file of
thoge taking the initiative must
know about the call and its objec-
tive. They must set to work pre-
paring the ground work for the
call so when it is sent to all the
working class organizations there
is sufficient pressure from below to
force as many organiaztions as pos-
sible into united working class ac-
tlon. Continued effort mast be
made to bring those organizations
tn the united front that at first re-
fuse. Political exposure of those
organizations must be carried on.

UNITED FRONTS THAT EX-
CLUDE COMMUNISTS OR
HAVE WRONG PROGRAME

There are many types of reform-
ers who endeavor to carry on uni-
ted front action between reformist
organizations and exclude the Com-
munists in order to keep the con-
ference and actlon respectable. The
relation of the Communist to this
policy of exclusion should be that
of breaking into the conference.
This refers to united front action
on immediate demands. We will
consider all factors involved more
than once before breaking into a
parliamentary united front action
of reformists.

The second question ¢t import-
ance in such a united front called
bv reformists is the question of
what kind of a draft program they
have presented. We must enter
to oppose their class collaboration
policy with a policy of class strus-
gle. If we pass the first line trench
and are seated but do not succeed
in ghaping the immediate demands
into a program of action and class
struggle we should not serve on the
Fxecutive Committee elected to
carry out the reformist, abstract’
anti-working class, opportunist pro-
granr of the united front.

The third important relationship
to consider is the relationship of
our entrance into a united front
that is dominated by forces that
adopt a fundamentally wrong pro-
gram of action such as the Amster-
dam Congress of the Stalinists or
the Washington Continental Con-
gress of the reformists. Under
such a circumstance we expose

ed Council is mnon-existent. The
I. L. D. never meets though
they  have some thirty or
forty members on paper. While I
was there a petition was circulated
demanding that the branch meet
and that the organizer be forced
to call the meeting. The  party
had a chance to organize the cem-
ent workers but due to their asin-
ine methods they all went over to
the A. F. of L.

The workers in Des Moines are

ACTIVITIES

more interested in meetings and
lectures than I have seen anywhere
in the state. Hundreds gather on
the river front in front of the lib-
rary and hear all kinds of speeches.
The party is unable to make any
impression on them. 1 was there
for two weeks and held six open
air meetings arranged by our sym-
pathizers. It was claimed by ev-
eryone that they were the biggest
and most interesting meetings held.
I had a debate with an I. W. W.
on tactics and policies. It was very
well received. I had a debate with
a socialist on the Industrial Re-
covery Act where the biggest crwd
attended this summer. In both of
these debates our group made a
very good impression and was com-
gratulated by the workers.

The different industries in the
city of Des Moines seem to be pick-
ing up. If we can keep up our
open air meetings and agitation in
Des Moines there is no doubt that
we can organize a group. We have
spoken to many party members who
are very friendly and we have met
many times till late at night....
The Wobblies are trying to make
headway in Des Moines. The A.
F. of L. has chartered several locals
through the use of the N. I. R. A.

The following is the situation in
the mining regions of Iowa: The
U. M. W. A. officials got the miners
a 22 1-2 wage cut. This was done
without a vote of the membership.
The miners are very much disatis-
fied. Fourteen or fifteen local un-
ions have already endorsed a call
for a special district convention.
Only sixteen locals are needed for
this purpose. Meetings of miners
are being held all over the district
by opposition forces who are more
or less corrupted by the influence
of one time office holders within
their ranks. Many old party mem-
bers, especially south Slavs, are in
the mines around Iowa. The party
thus far has done nothing to cry-
stallize a Left wing within the
miners union.

Council Bluffs

Here where a year and a half
ago we had a splendid movement
nothing exists now of the party or
the Unemployed Council of the party
excepnt a few former disgusted party
members. The party organizer does
not even bother to do anything at
all.

The A. F. of L. has organized a
Worker’s Protective Association for
the Unemployed which they claim
has 2,500 members.... We have
plenty of contacts in Council Bluffs
which could be worked up if some-
one were permanently located in
this territory.

Omaha

The party has moved the office
of District 10 to this city. Many
comrades are out of the movement
who used to be the most active. We
have many contacts with the old
party comrades but they all seem
to be demoralized and disgusted...
The socialist party and the Y. P. S.
L. are making big headway in
Omaba.

Lincoln, and Sioux City

Lincoln, Nebraska and Sioux City
are the most promising bright
spots of the party. After consider-
able time in which nothing was
done the party has been able to
organize a big unemployed move-
ment. This was mainly due to the
activities of the local comrades who
worked on their own initiative. The
whole branch in Lincoln is very
friendly to the Left Opposition.

rades have been expelled from the
party.
General Conditions

The noticable thing about gener-
al conditions existing around this
region is that there seems to be
a general revival of industry as to
the number of workers being em-
ploged. And secondly that the A.
F. of L. appears to be making con-
siderable gains. On the other
hand, the party is absolutely floun-
dering about not knowing what to
do. Many bright opportunities ex-
ist for the Left Opposition in this
territory. —GEO. J. PAPCUN.

Opportunism in
N.Y.FoodUuion

The whole recent policy of the
Stalinist . leadership in the Food
Workers Industrial Union consti-
tutes a sharp zigzag to the right,
which has resulted in great demor-
alization among the workers. It is
hapd to say whether this is a Left-
wing or a Right-wing union, in
by the FWI1U the 60-hour week with
practice. 1n some shops organized
wages as low as $12 prevails,

Still more outstanding is the re-
cent action in the strike at the
Savarin Cafeteria at 7th Avenue
and 3Qth Street, in the hegrt of the
garment center, a Left-wing stamp-
ing ground. When the strike was
called, the Daily Worker announc-
ed that all workers would join to
smash the injunction, which had
been the main weapon of the bosges.
The strike lasted two weeks—noth-
ing was accomplished.

At the last membership meeting
of the FWIU comrade Kramberg,
organizer, gave a lengthy report on
the achievements of the union in
recent weeks., He told about the
gains in membership, and the set-
tlements with various shops. He
criticized the past ‘“extreme revolu-
tionary” policy of the union and
quoted, with approval, what the
bosses were saying, “You are good:
tighters but bad settlers”. ‘“They,
are right”, he added, “we do not
know how to accept a good oppor-
tunity for a settlement when we
have one”. He pointed out that
one must take account of the crisis
in making settlements, that of
course one could not get as good

terms as during the prosperity per-
iod. This is how he justified ac-
‘cepting terms that were no better
‘than those of the open shops.

' A worker brought up on the floor
‘the question of the Savarin settle-
ment, and workers Jf that shop
expressed their objections to the
terms. These were: wages raised
' from 12 1-2 to 25 cents an hour,
and only three hours daily, in
other words, 75 cents a day. This
is less than the reforestration camp
wage scale! Three workers were
to be taken on as extras under
this scale, another was to be raised
$2 a week. Nothing whatever was
done for the other workers who
were left outside of the union, as
there was no recognition of the
shop committee or of the union,
Nothing was said about the injume-
tion of 1929 which still prevails,
and can be used again should the
FWIU attempt to reorganize the
shop. On the basis of this injunc-
tion 18 workers were arrested dur-
ing the strike, which lasted two
weeks.

of the opportunity, has put up a
sign in the window which is very
trickly worded and reads, “The
strike Has Been Settled (With the
Union”. This alone gives a black
eye to the whole policy of the
Stalinist leadership with its slogan
of a_“tlexible policy”, which is
nothing but a Right-wing policy.

The only thing that made it pos-
sible for the leadership to act in
this way was the faet that many
militant workers have been discour-
aged, and have left or joined the
A. F. L. union. Those who remain-
ed have Dbeen terrorized by the
threat of being thrown out of their
jobs and discriminted against.
There are actual cases where this
has happened.

This membership meceting, called
to celebrate the *“victories” recent-
ly gained, attracted an attendance
of only 50 or 60 workrs, which suf-
ficiently proves the emptiness of the
boasts of victory. The members
are not even interested enough to
show up.

The Right-wing poison has crept
through the whole life of the union.
At the cooperative camps, only the
kitchen men are members of the
FWIU, and get $15 a week. The
others are so-called “voluntary”
workers, not memibers of any union,
and get only $5 a week.

The situation in this union must

up in order to stop this degenera-
tion.
—A FOOD WORKER.

Banks in ‘Support’
of N.LR.A.

In the name of patriotism with
the flag wrapped around themselves
eleven large New York banks have
issued a statement pledging help to
the NRA by financing the produc-
tion of goods. The statement says
in part: “One of the principle func-
tions of the banks is to finance the
production and distribution of raw
materials, food products and goods.
Commercial loans made for these

able loans which a bank can make.
Such loans should be granted, of
course, only” where the credit of
the borrowers justifies it, and each
loan must be considered on its own
merits,—We believe that in this
manner the banks can and will be
of the greatest help in assisting to
a successful issue the President’s
industrial recovery plan.”

In other words, where safe and
sound loans can be made on the
financing of production, the bankers
will give their undying
The bankers, like the other sections
of the large capitalists are in a
mad scramble to pile up profits.
The logical outcome of the NRA
will be the accumulation of capital
in fewer hands; with a lower stan-
dard of living and more misery for
the working class. The patriotic
action of the bankers to help them-
selves is no different from the pa-
triotic action of any band of rob-
bers in any period of the history
of class society.

CHICAGO PICNIC
FRIENDS OF THE MILITANT
CLUB
Sunday, August 6, 1933
FOREST PRESERVES
Western and 87th Street
South East Side

The following fact alone shows

Come and bring your friends along!

expose a correct program against
theirs. But we do not enter the
Executive Committee elected.

THE FORM OF THE

UNITED FRONT

The united front is not only a
question of local, national or in-
ternational unity, and is not a ques-
tion of unity between organiza-
tions or political tendencies to con-
stitute a Left wing in a trade un-
ion fight, etc. It is also a question
of organizational development to a
higher stage.

The organizational
of the united front can take on
a varied number of forms. Tem-
porary agreements between organi-
zations on one or several demands
or a bloc in struggle that covers
a whole series of demands and ac-
tions, or a federation as a crystal-
ized higher form of the united
front which deals with one phase
of the class struggle, etc., or the
Soviet, which is the highest form
of the united front action of the
working class. The Soviet as an
organization in itself passes through
a whole series of stages of devel-
opment,

PLANS AND PROGANADA

Delegates do not come to united
front . conference to hear propag-
anda speeches. The leaders as
well as the delegates who take the
floor must be instructed to save
their propagahda speeches to use
on those warkers outside of the
united front who have not yet been
won over to our action.

Delegates must confine their
arguments, and those in charge of
the conference must set the key-
note on the question of program
and how to carry out the program
| adopted. What to do and how to
do it, is the job of the convention,
not propaganda speeches. The de-
legates should not have to be pro-
pagandized. :

IMMEDIATE DEMANDS AND
ULTIMATE DEMANDS

United fronts are not passive
agreements. United fronts can be
only temporary alliances of differ-
ent organizations in action upon
immediate demands. Communists
cannot form a permanent body with
reformists to fight war or over-

throw capitalism. Such can be a

from within the conference if we;
are allowed into the conference and

Uncle Sam is vitally concerned
with the sick textile industry and

development’

-has shown this concern by first ap-
‘proving the textile code. Now the
‘other sections of the industry are
-submitting codes. In the meantime
iwide discontent an@ strike strug-
‘gles are taking plaece throughout
the industry. At the same time
'thousands of illusioned workers are
{ joining the A. F. L., controlled by
Asgociated and the United Textile
Workers. These workers are pro-
mised almost anything under the
Industrial Recovery Act. An equal
number of seasoned strikers will
have nothing to do with the U. T.
M., that is discredited from one
end of the industry to the other.
On the other hand, the National
Textile Workers Union is facing
the new situation in the midst of
the T. U. U. L. confusion, which
reflects itself in the hopeless policy
of the N. T. W. U. Many workers
refuse to join the N T. W. U. This
is the reward of the third period
blunders in particular and the
Stalinist revisionism in general.

In Salem, Mass., the N. T. W. U.
organizers were forced to organize
an independent union. In Paterson
the N. T. W. U. are forced to or-
ganize the warpers they have in-
fluence over, into an independent

merger of different organizations
and political tendencies into one
political organization. One does
form a united front on concrete
issues relating to war and the over-
throw of capitalism as temporary
agreements in action.

On the other hand, the Marxists
does not enter the united front for-

getting the ultimate demands. The
revolutionists always has in mind

the relation of the immediate de-
mand to the ultimate demand. The
proper connection of the two, dis-

tinguishes the revolutionist from
the reformist.

(To be continued)

—HUGO OEHLER.

"union because the warpers refuse
to join the N. T. W. U. and the dis-
credited U. T. W. Why are the
Stalinists with the “revolutionary”
N. T. W. U. forced to organize the
workers into independent unions?
It is an attempt of the Stalinists
to meet the new situation and
change their old wrong policy while
they straddle the fence and wait
for the Cleveland Muste-Stalinist
conference to “answer” the burning
questioy of trade union taetics.
While the Stalinists wait for the
Cleveland conference the labor
skates are reaping the harvest.

The Stalinists do net even have
sense enough to call for a Left
wing in the Associated, which can-
not be classified as a 100 percent
A. F. L. union.

The A. F. L. leaders of the As-
sociated are calling for a 30 hour
week, $36 a week and a two loom
system for the silk code. The N.
T. W. U. is calling fr g 40 hour
maximum, a 30 hour minimum; a
$25 weekly wage, social insurance
and a $1'000 yearly guarantee. In
fighting the capitalist’s silk code,
as is the case with other codes,
the Stalinists of the N. T. W. U.
allow the A. F. L. leaders to pre-
dent more radical demands. The
Stalinists of the T U. U. L. have
been trailing behind the A. F. L.
leaders in every industry on the
question of demands. Ultra-Leftists
must be criticized for exaggerated
demands but social reformers, fol-
lowing in the wake of the promises
of the Roosevelt reform must be ex-
posed with different tactics. We
must “cmpromise”’ with the reform-
ers on their exaggerated demands
and point out the facts. We ex-
pose the labor scabs in action. We
prove to the workers that the labor
“leaders” are giving lip wervice
while the Communists fight for the
interests of the class. We must not
allow the reformers and A. F. L.,
labor fakers to lead in working
class demands. The Stalinists not

only trail behind the social reform-

ers demand for the 80 hour week;

Latest Developments in the Textile Industry

they trail behind the Roosevelt
blanket code calling for 35 hours
a week. The slogan for the six
hour day the five day week, with
increase in pay is a realistic de-
mand at this stage of the American
class struggle.

The Associated is calling a gen-
eral strike of the silk workers in
Paterson when the hearing takes
place on the silk code in. Washing-
ton. The Left wing must put life
into the paper talk and phrases
about a strike; otherwise the A.
F. L., leaders will have a free hand
in helping the capitalist and their
government in putting over another
slave code. Of course, the Stalin-
ists have not yet stopped playing
with their paper organizations and
have not yet sent their forces into
the A. F. L., where the relation of
forces have demanded this tactic.
It is up to the other class conscious
workers and the Left Opposition
to carry on this work.

If grganized labor has sufficient
forces and if the Left wing can
influence strikes called when the
codes are being considered, a power-
ful weapon will be at hand to force
concessions from the capitalists,
their government and their labor
agents.

A Ieft wing must be built in the
Associated and a minority must be
organized in the N. T. W. U. The
two must coordinate. their work
against the A. F. L. misleaders on
the one hand, and the Stalinist
blunders on the other hand. Where
the U. T. W. has numerous workers
we must organize a Left wing. We
must fight for one union in the in-
dustry. Out of the struggles, the
independent unions that will spring
up, out of the Left wing of the
U. T. W. and the N. T. W. U. a
new and powerful union can be

built. This is the most likely var-
ifant, but it is not the only possible
variant. Much will depend wupon
the policy and action of the Left
wing forces NOW. The Stalinists
are already failing,to measure up
to the fask. —H. 0.

be thoroughly exposed and cleared

purposes are among the most desir-!

support. !
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Lydia Beidel Expelled
from Chicago Dist.

The expulsion campaign of the
Party in Chicago continues un-
abated.Starting with the recent ex-
pulsion of a half dozen Y. C. L.ers
there soon followed the®expulsion of
Albert Goldman. Now the latest
expulsion is that of a comrade with
years behind her in the Party.

(Note: All quotations used are
accurate, being taken from a
stenographic record of events at
the meeting on July 6, 1933.)

All the members in Section Seven
Chicago wdre called together—ito
discuss. Beforehand nobody was
told what should be discussed’ but
the burcaucracy evidently had some-
thing new to blame on the member-
ship.

A certain unfortunate party mem-
ber, who had been a member even
in the ancient and forgotten days
when Lenin was alive, had begun
to think on things in general and
on Germany and Chicago in parti-
cular and had begun to doubt and
had expressed these -thoughts and
doubts to some youths, ~who had
been thereby innoculated with the
virus of criticism. And so, this un-
fortunate party member had been
: told—deviously and also directly by
all those who had power—that her
days within the party were definite-
ly numbered (to seven at the most).

Now this unfortunate comrade
had once heard—but that was also
in the ancient days when Lenin
was still alive—about various my-
sterious concepts called democratic
centralism, party democracy Bol-
shevisk self-criticism and freedom
of discussion; and in her fooligh-
‘ness she hoped to invoke those now
iin her hour of need, forgetting that
all others who had also heard of
‘these concepts and spoken in their
.name had been driven into exile.

i

|And so she thought of a plan.

Many times had their comrade
seen what happened when those
iwho thought tried to speak. So
she put her thoughts on three long
isheets of paper and made fifty
.copies of each sheet and put them
‘into 2 briefcase and went to the
imeeting which was called to dis-
| cuss.

' All evening the bureaucracy flay-
‘ed the membership, abusing them
for everything done and undone,
and being self-critical according to
their lights. The Communist party
was not functioning well; there
was a four-year old crisis at hand
and the party had not yet been
able to make anything of it. By
eleven o'clock it was clear to
everyone that sompthing was wrong ;
but, despite the loudness of the
loud voices and the plainness of
the denunciation of the membership
by the bureaucracy’ nobody knew
exactly what was wrong.

Then the unfortunate comrade
stood up with her briefcase before
the membership of her section (of
whick she had once been organizer,
and where she was well known as
an active and competent agitator
and oxganizer), she began to avail
herself of the three minutes allot-
ted to her to explain her differences
with the bureaucracy, and to de-
fend herself against her imminent
expulsion. She very meekly sug-
gested that maybe abuse of the
membership would not help so much
as an analysis of policies and tac-
ties, and then made so bold as to
mention Germany. From then on
things happened fast.

“Germany is not under discus-
slon. I move this comrade be for-
bidden to continue.” This like
machine-gun fire from one Fergu-
son, who for years had sat at the
feet of Kuusinnen and knows about
many . things’ including the invin-
cibility of the party line. And in a
grand reflex came the seconds from
her henchmen.

“Very well”, said the unfortunate
comrade, “I expected this. So I
wrote my speech and here it is.”
And she proceeded to pass out the
three long sheets in fifty copies
each. And it is amazing to record
that the great political maneuverers
there present lost fully three min-
utes before they could react and
grasp the matter at hand.

At this point the atmosphere
was rent by the piercing shriek of
District Agitprop Director Shields.
“What is this!? Stop her, stop her!
She’s passing out 3 document!” And
her valiant lieutenant Ferguson
opened up and emitted, ‘“comrades,
we forbid you to read this state-
ment. It's a counter-revolutionary
document. It is a platform against
the party. Hand every copy up here
‘to me. You are forbidden to read
'it.” And the copies began forth-
with to disappear from circulation
althQugh only three found their way
to the desk of the bureaucracy.

Then stood up Agitprop Shields:
“This comrade,” she shrieked, “is
expelled from the Communist party,
and .her statement is counter-rev-
olutionary.”

“But”, said the unfortunate com-
rade from the back of the room,
{“You can't expel me and I was
never told that anyone else had
done it.”

“Shut up!” said this leader of the
revolutionary proletariat, “if you
want to talk, go before the Control
Committee and talk your head off,
but the membership will not listen
to your counter-revolutionary
speeches.”

Then stood up 4 new comrade,
whe seemed to be distressed, sincg
 he always had a very high opinion
of the unfortunate comrade. *“But
,I'd like to ask’™ he said, “why isn’t
‘the comrade allowed to express her
'opinion, oven if it’s wrong? I don't

f'.w

Sioux City except that many com-, The Savarin boss, taking advantage |
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seem to understand this, but maybe
that’s because I'm new in the
party.”

“This comrade cannot speak here.
She has counter-revolutionary in-
tentions. She is looking for an
audience. Let her talk to the See-
retariat; they’ll settle her.” 1t
was the High-Priestess of dem-
ocratic centrism and freedom of
discussion, Agitprop Shiclds.

Another bewildered comrade
spoke up: “If this comrade has
been expelled from the party, why
is she here? Why was she allowed
into the meeting?”  But the burcau-
cracy has never yet missed an ans-
wer.  “Iler unit organirzer was not
notified of her expulsion, and he
invited her.” Ferguson rose to the
occasion this time’ but she failed
to explain why the omnixcient scc-
tion burcaucracy itself was so lax
abhout admitting expelled members.
(It might be said, parcuthetically,
for the benefit of others who were
party members while Tenin was
still alive, that on other occasions,
Scetion Organizer IPerguson, aided
and abetted by District Agitprop
Shields, summarily expelled mem-
bers of the scction at membership
meetipgs.)

Came then some long-winded and
highly intricate “enlightment” eon
the German  Situation and  the
United Front, which looked a great
deal to the unfortunate comrade like
an ideological hypodermic, especial-
Iy when....

“Hurrah! Hurrah!” burst out
the vietimized membership, “The
German party was not defeated.”

And hurrah, hurrah., the ugly
head of counter-revolution had been

crushed in Section seven.

Thus cnded the meeting that was
called to discuss things.

Bosses Propose
Starving Schools

The April 1933 issue of the Am-
erican Teacher, official organ of the
American Federation of Teachers
in the A. F. of L.’ lists twenty re-
commendations for economy in
education sent out by the U. 8.
Chamber of Commerce to all cham-
bers of Commerce in the United
States.

“(4) Postponement of new capi-
tal outlay for buildings and replace-
ments; (]8) Shorten schood day one
hour; (9) Increase size of classes;
(10) Increase teaching hours; (12)
Suspend automatic increase of sal-
aries; (13) Reducation in teachers
salaries not to exceed 10 percent;
(14) Shorten school year not to
exceed 12 per cent; (15) Discon-
tinue evening classes; (16) Discon-
tinue kindergartens; (17) Reduce
elementary school curriculums by
consideration from eight to seven
vears; (18) Reduce high school
curriculums by consolidation
from four to three years; (19)
Transfer one-third of cost of in-
struction above high school levels
from taxpayer to pupil; (20) Im-
pose a fee on high school students.”

This program is already being
carried out. In Ohio, California
and other states the school year has
been cut; in some states drastical-
iy. In New York City and else-
where salarics have been cut: in
some places more than once and
more than ten per cent. New build-
ing is virtually at a standstill.
Classes have been increased in size
all over. Similarly with the other
items in this bill of particulars.

It is clear at a glance that the
burden of this economy will fall on
the teachers and pupils. The
teachers have already begun to
struggle against it. The militant
demonstrations in Chicago and the
protests and activitieg of the Left
wing in the Teachers Union in New
York are laying the foundations
for a teachers movement in the
United States.

But the scope of the Chamber
of Commerce economy proposals
transcends the interests of the
teachers as teachers. It is an in-
tegral part of the attack of the
capitalist class on the working
class. In New York City the back-
bone of the organized labor move-
ment are the Building Trades. They
have a direct and immediate inter-
est In new school construction.
Imposing fees on high school stu-
dents increases the cost of living
for the workers. Increase in the
size of classes places hardships on
the children.

Under capitalism labor struggles
to assimilate the culture which
science and the arts place at the
disposal of society. The labor
movement has to fight the poison-
ous ideology which the capitalists
inculeate in working class children
in the schools. In the United States
labor has a stake in the preserva-
tion and extension of the free
school system.

This economy move on the part
of the capitalist class is a reac-
tionary one. The teachers by them-
selves will not, cannot be success-
ful in defeating it. The experience
of the Chicago teachers proves
this. They must ally themselves
with the working class movement.
The teachers movement must steer
in this direction.

—T. STAMM.

All comrades sending In news
reportg and .articles for publication
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type their copy on one side of the
page, triple spaced. Clean copy in
the original saves much valuable

time. Help the Militant staft! The
Militant is your paper!
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The Left Socialists and Our Tasks

At the present time the social

democracy is everywhere passing
through an acute crisis. In a num-
ber of countries more or less im-
portant Left wings have already
separated themselves from the so-
cial democratic parties. This pro-
cess flows from the whole situation.
That it has mot yet taken on a
more developed character is due
to the mistakes of the Stalinist
bureaucracy. It puts a brake on
the internal differentiation in the
ranks of reformism and closes the
door of Communism to the revolu-
tionary wing. The appearance of
independent socialist parties as
well as autonomous organizations,
is a vote of direct and deserving
defiance to the address of the C. I.
' The Stalinist bureaucrdcy calls
the independent socialist organiza-
tions “Left social Fascists”, the
most dangerous of all. That was
especially its attitude towards the
S. A. P. unexpectedly, after the
5th of March, and with extraord-
inary attention the C. I. met with
the British ‘“Left social Fascists”
as represented by the Independent
Labor Party (the I. L. P.), once
morg revealing how great its con-
fusion is in face of the decomposi-
tion of the social democracy, which
unfortunately coincides with its
own decomposition.

The International Left Opposition
faces a new task: to accelerate the
evolution of the Left Socialist or-
ganizations toward Communism, by
injecting its ideas and its experi-
ence into this process. There is no
time to lose: if the independent
socialist organizations remain in
their present amorphous state for
a long period of timg they will dis-
integrate: the political tasks of our
epoch are so acute, the pressure of

. hostile classes so powerful—to
this it -<is necessary to add the
intrigues of the reformist bureau-
cracy on the one hand, and the
Stalinist bureaucracy on the other—
that only a powerful ideological
bond on the unshakable basis of
Marxism can assure the revolution-
ary organization the ability to
maintain itself against the hostlle
currents and to lead the proletar-
ian vanguard to a new revolution-
ary epoch.

The new situation facing the Left
Opposition, unfolding new oppor-
tunities, poses new tasks to it. Up
till now we have recruited mem-
bers chiefly on the basis of in-
dividual select on. This ‘was an
absolutely inevitable stage, to that
degree where the conservative cen-
trist bureaucracy made impossible
the direct and immediate influence
of our ideas on the Communist
parties in their entirety. It would
evidently be a very big mistake to
think that we have drawn from the
official parties all that can be
drawn from them. On the con-
trary, the passage of entire units
and local organizations to the Left
Opposition, etc., is still ahead of
us. But our influence on the mass
warkers organizations cannot be
achieved according to an order
dictated beforehand. With a vigil-
ant ‘eye we must follow the live
processes in all the workers organi-
zations, so as to be able at the
opportune moment to concentrate
our attention in that field which
promises of the most success.

The independent soclalist organi-
zations or the Left Oppositionist
factions within the social dem-
ocracy are either avowedly centrist
organizations or they contain with-
in their ranks strong centrist tend-

encies or survivals. Their positive are all agog over the forthcoming
sidel ies in that under the influence | Visit, it has remained for a petty-
of historic blows received by them |Pourgeois radical like Mrs.

they develop in a revolutionary dir-
ection. For us to seriously ap-
proach these organizations on a
clear principled basis will signify
a mnew chapter in the development
of the Left Opposition and thereby

of the rebirth of revolutionary
Marxism in the world workers
movement. A great international

revolutionary organization inspired
by the ideas of the Left Opposition
would become a center of attrac-
tion for the proletarian elements
of the official Communist parties.
It must not be overlooked that this
path taken in its whole can open
up the possibility for the creation
of mew Communist parties. The
question is already resolved, so -far
as Germany is concerned—not by
us but by the march of events—
In a eomplete and final manner.
The differences that existed on this
subject in our ranks, particularly
with the German comrades, have
either disappeared completely or
are reduced to secondary nuances.
verything that has been produced
by the bureaucracy after March 5th
—articles in the Stalinist press, the
resolution of the Presidium of the
E. C. C. 1. on April 1st, the course
of the C. P. G. as characterized in
the anti-Fascist Congress at Paris
~fully confirm the prognosis of the
definitive and iInevitable disintegra-

Do not forget that THE MILI-
TANT needs your support. The
very best way to do it is to get a
new sub.

-

I? the number .on
your wrapper iIs . 1 8 5
your subscription has expired.
If you want to get the Mili-
tant promptly every week
renew your subscription at
once: $2 per year for fifty
two weekly issues; $1 a half
year for twenty six weekly
issnes.
THE MILITANT

126 East 16th St. N. Y. C.

AUGUST 5, 1933

‘Eastern Anti-War Congress”;

4

Our Attitude Towards the
Independent Left Socialirt
Tendencies

tion of the C. P. G. What has just
been said can evidently be extended
to Austria where the C. P. on a
police order, disappeared without
the sign of resistance from the
face of the earth. “The oldest
party of the C. 1.”, which so in-
gloriously disappeared from the
scene, will not revive again! The
threatening perspective of complete
elimination of the old Communist
parties. But at the same time the
sections of the Left Opposition
should manifest a much greater
initiative than up till now, outside
of the official parties, in the whole
extent of the workers movement.

The transition from one stage of
struggle to another and higher one
has never been effected without in-
ternal friction. Some comrades,
homesick for the mass organiza-
tions, evince a desire to gather
fruits that are still unripe. Others
fearing for the purity of the prin-
ciples of the Left Opposition receive
all attempts to approach the larger
mass organizations with distrust.
“What good can be expected from
Nazareth?’ How can one approach
organizations at the head of which
are Centrists? We are quite ready,
they say, to unite with the rank
and file workers, but we do not see
any sense in approaching the Cen-
trist leaders, etc., ete. Such a pure-
ly formal manner of posing the
guestion is erroneous. They are
greatly affected by propagandist
sectarianism.

The 3rd International was itself
recruited from 9-10ths of centrist'
elements who evolved to the Left.
Not omnly individuals and grouﬁs§
but also entire organizations and’
even parties with their old lead-'
ers or a part of their old leader-

under the

This was
The further

ship placed themselves

banner of Bolshevism.
absolutely inevitable.
march of developments depended
on the policy of the C. I. of its
internal regime, ete. In the camp
of the workers movement today, if
the Fascist, nationalist and religi-
ous organizations are deducted. one
can observe the predominance of
the reformist and the centrist; in
thig latter category we include of-
ficial C. I. for good cause. It is
clear that the rebirth of the rev-
olutionary workers movement will
take place at the expense of Cen-
trism. Moreover, not only indivi-
duals and groups but entire or-
ganizations will place themselves
anew under the Communist banner.
The further development of re-edu-
cation will depend on the general
direction of politics, of the regime
and finally on.the march of historic
events.

We have many times repeated in
our literature how heterogeneous
Centrism is: Centrism comprises
all the transitory degrees between
reformism and Marxism or—which
is not the same thing—between
Marxism and reformism. It is im-
possible to understand the centrist
movement solely through its de-
clarations and documents of today:
we must keep before us the history
of its development and the direc-
tion of its movement.

The Centrism of the Stalinist
faction is characterized by a policy
of convulsions and zig-zags or by a
standstill and it is the most con-
servative of all the Centrist forma-
tions that have ever existed in the
workers movement. This is explain-
ed by the fact that this time Cen-
trism has found a powerful social
support in the Soviet bureaucracy:
the apparatus of the western
parties are mere appendages. While
the Stalinist bureaucraey in the U.
S. 8. R. is forced to defend the
workers state against the bourge-
oisie for the sake of its special in-

Stalinist Policies Weaken S. U.
In Face of Japanese Aggression

(Continued from Page 1)

the C. E. R. without payment) has
weakened the Soviet Union by en-
couraging Japan in the belief that
whatever she does to Soviet inter-
ests, on a more or less minor scale,
will meet with no resistance. One
provocation has followed another.
With a firm policy, steadfastly pur-
sued from the very beginning, the
Soviet Union would be immeasur-
ably stronger in the Far East now
and the Japanese imperialists would
be much more guarded in thelr
actions.

The Anti-War Committee set up
by the Amsterdam Congress last
year is gending out a commission to
China, which is to organize a “Far-
The
best traditions of the Lytton Com-
migsion are being followed. This
commission, bearing the stamp of
Stalinist approval, is headed by the
Labor peer, Lord Marley, and
otherwise consists of several paci-
fists, besides including the Com-
munist renegade, Miss Ellen Wilk-
inson, the former Labor M. P.
While the Communists in Shanghai

Sun
Yat-Sen, one of the presidium of
the League against Imperialism, to
express the view that the ‘“com-
mission” and the congress of lib-
erals and pacifists which it will as-
semble in Shanghai (if permitted
by the police to do so) to pass re-
solutions against the maraudings of
Japanese imperialism, is a futile
and nonsensical affair.

Strike Wave In China

The past two to three months
have witnessed a general tendency
toward revival of activity among
the workers of China after a fairly
lengthy period of dormancy. This
tendency, manifested in strikes and
other actions, is more or less gen-
eral throughout the country, but is
mainly observable in the larger
centers, especially Shanghat.

It would be incorrect, however,
to describe the renewed activity as
due to 3 growth of militancy among
the workers in the sense of that
inevitable recovery which takes
place as the accompaniment of a
partial or temporary, economic re-
covery. Such aection as has taken
place is rather in the nature of a
desperate rearguard action in the
face of ever-continuing ecapitalist
onslaughts. Wages are constantly
being lowered, the working week
is being steadily cut, especially in
the larger industries (sometimes to!
as little as three days), and in-;
dustrial enterprises are closing;
down one after another, throwing

tens of thousands into unemploy-|.

ment.

But even the desperate rearguard
actizns that the workers are fight-
ing amid steadily worsening econ-
omic conditions are beginning . to
engender a real fighting spirit—so
much so, in fact, that the Kuo Min
Tang is beginning to sit up and
take notice.

The Trade Union Act of the Nan-
king Government, which became
operative on November 1, 1929, alm-
ed at the Fascization of the trade
unions, the strangling of thelr in-
dependent activity. The trade un-
ions were converted Into “safety
valves”, under more or less com-

plete governmental control and su-
pervision. During the three years
1929-32, when the workers lay al-
most completely prostrate under
the heavy defeats of 1927, this pro-
cess of Fascization was carried to
considerable lengths, and the work-
ers were largely deprived of any
independent trade union organiza-
tions, .

Due, however, to the disintegra-
tion of Nanking authority under
the blows of' external aggression,
and the accumulated domestic dif-
flculties of the government, control
of the unions was latterly, to a
certain extent, allowed to slip. The
Trade Union Act suffered the same
laxity of application as most of
the legislative enactments of the
Nanking government. Hence, some
unions developed an independent
leadership, free of Kuo Min Tang
influence or control.

No move toward a tightening-up
was required so long as the work-
ers suffered without opposition the
tyranny and intense exploitation to
which they have so long been sub-
jected. But lately, with the . em-
ploying class frantically endeavor-
ing to solve the economic crisis at
the expense .of the workers, the
latter have once more begun to
stir.

The obvious fact of this renew-
ed activity has had a correspond-
ing effect on the Kuo Min Tang
organs, which, beginning with the
Shanghai Seamen’s Union, have;
commenced reasserting their con-
trol over the trade unions. This!
has led in many instances to sharp'
conflicts between the workers and
the Kuo Min Tang, and if the pre-
sent upward curve of workers’ ac-
tivity continues it might be expect-'
ed that these conflicts will grow’
more numerous and more severe.
The Eeonomic Situation in China

Today

A few facts concerning the pre-
sent economic situation in China,
and the activity of the workers,
will no doubt be of interest. Dur-
ing a period of approximately five
weeks from mid-May, according to
press reports, no fewer than 11
industrial concerns in Shanghai
suspended operations completely,
while many others went on short-
time. Five of the eleven were silk-
weaying and silk goods factories,
5 were rubber shoe factories and
1 a cotton mill, The eleven con-
cerns employed between them rough-
ly 4,000 workers; the cotton mill
alone employed 1,400. In addition,
2,100 workers were discharged
from a Japanese cotton mill in May,
while some 400 seamen lost their
jobs when their vessels were laid
up.

At Tientsin, a cotton mill em-
ploying 2,700 closed down, and at
Canton a rubber factory employing
700. At Tsinan, 1,000 workers at
the arsenal were given notice of
dismissal because of the projected
removal of the arsenal to Hanyang,
on the Yangtzse.

On June 19, two large cotton
mills in Hankow, employing bet-
ween them approximately 10,000
workers, closed down, and the fol-
lowing day a third, employing ap-
proximately 7000 followed wsuit.

The unemployment situation In

terest, in the West it has become!
the instrument for the disorganiza-
tion and the weakening of the pro-
letarian vanguard. Without the
slavish dependence on the Soviet
bureaucracy the official parties of
the West would have long since
found a way to the correct road
or they would have crumbled like
dust, ceding their place to heal-
thier organizations.

The personnel of the official
parties maintain themselves today
exclusively by faith in the U. 8. 8.
R, and its leadership. Many hon-
est Communists have a religious
fear of criticism and new argu-
ments to keep them from losing
“faith” in the leadership of the
U. 8. 8. R. It is that and only that
which can explain the fact that
grown-up people, often sincere re-
volutionaries, throughout years
supported such monstrous things,
which are a mockery of Marxism,
of the advanced workers and of
human thought. Those who free
themselves from the fetishism of
the Soviet bureaucracy usually sink
into a state of indifference. As is
known, the Communist parties have
lost, in the last years, an incom-
parably greater number of mem-
bers than the Left Opposition has
won over.

The, Centrism of social democra-
tic origin is characterized by a
movement from Right to Xeft—in
a political situation which renders
difficult all temporizing positions.
The members of the independent
socialist organizations are deprived,
in their majority, of that revolu-
tionary guide, that has more or
less succeeded in gaining members
for the Communist parties. But on
the other hand, the independent
socialists, not corrupted by fetish-
ism to the Soviet bureaucracy, are
free from.conservatism are passing
through an internal crisis, are
honestly seeking for answers to
questions posed by our epoch, are
evolving to the side of Communism.
At this time they are much more
amenable to the ideas of authentic
Bolshevism, according to all indi-
cations, than the members of the
Stalinist faction.

Such is the odd combination of
historic congditions, in a certain
sense “unforseen”, which opens up
new opportunities of activity and
progress to the Bolshevik-Leninists.
We must utilize it to the end.

—G. GOUROV.

no official records are kept, but it
has been computed at anything be-
tween 100,000 and 200,000. There
are approximately 50,000 silk fila-
ture workers unemployed in the
city, 93 of the 113 establishments
being closed. So meager are the
earnings of the workers that they
face dire distress immediately they
pecome unemployed, a distress only
alightly mitigated by the existence
in China of a closely-knit family
system whereby there is a moral
obligation for members of a fam-
lly to assist one another.

Starvatlon Rampunt

tion to the practical deeds

help the “social service”
oisie out of the crisis. The fright-
ful, profound, <crushing misery,
which has been bearing down on
the shoulders of the many millions
of unemployed for years, which
drives thousands each year to take
their lives, and brings further thou-
sands slowly closer to physical
death by starvation, this mjsery
in the ranks of the German prole-
tariat is being intolerably sharp-
ened by the government’s large
scale campaign of robbery of the
pockets of the broad masses in or-
der to fill the purses of the bour-
geoisie and the big landowners. And
the disgusting accompaniment to
which the Aryan scoundrels are
staging the show, consists of inflat-
ed tirades about the German ‘“work-
ing class of brain and hand”, with
which they hope to stuff the mouths
of those whose bread they are
snatching away.

Margarine or Butter—Question of

Taste or Qpestion of Wages?

Unemployment and the pressure
on wages since the beginning of the
crisis has brought the standard of
living of the German proletariat to
an eyer lower level, has taken away
from the worker’s table one by one
all the “luxuries” which today in-
clude milk and butter as well as
meat and vegetables. The forcible
worsening of the living conditions
of the proletariat, which has also
embraced fairly broad sections of
the pgtty bourgeoisie and of the
white-collar class, has resulted in
a special boom for those sections
of industry which have arranged
their production especially for the

The speeches of the Fascist lead-:
ers, dripping with social sympathy,
which are launched at every op-
portunity with great expenditure
of lung power and thundered into
the ears of the god-—and hero-wor-
shipping petty-bourgeois shop-keep-
ers, stand in honorable contradie-
with
which the brown gangsters try to
bourge-

How the Economic Side of
the Fascist Regime Works
Out in Pratice

beggarly pennies of the pauperized
people. The 25-pfennig shops of
Woolworth and Wohlwert, of the
Sera and the KEpa, have been the
beneficiaries of this development,
which have also resulted in a few
fat morsels for the margarine in-
dustry.

What was a benefit for the marg-
arine producer was an evil for the
peasant. The consumption of but-
ter shrank rapidly as many con-
sumers turned to the much cheap-
er margarine. The price of butter
sank considerably, while on the
other hand foodstuffs became dear-
er on account of tariffs, so that
the German pegsant production was
injured in this direction too, espe-
cially by the foreign competition
which is supplied with much cheap-
er foodstuffs. One evil resulted in
another. The attempt was made
to keep foreign competition out of
the German market by ever higher
tariffs. At the same time, the pea-
sants turned in increasing degree
to the use of oil-cakes as feed, in
order not to have to use foodstuffs
which had been made expensive by
tariffs.

The New Measures

In order to help the big land-
owners out still more energetically
than before, tariffs and subsidies
are not enough; it is urgently nec-
essary to secure the market for
wheat production in Germany itself,
on the one hand in order to pre-
vent the excessive internal prices
from attracting foreign competition
which would skim off the cream,
on the other hand, to prevent the
German peasant from getting around
the excessive price of foodstuffs by
going over to the use of the rheaper
oil-cakes. This is the kernuel of all

New BI/”’JL’I’IJ on

The good ship, American Capital-
ism, its hulk battered and leaking,

loaded with its bauly disarranged
national economy is making its way
into uncharted seas. Compelled by
the necessity of attempting a solu-
tion of an economic crisis of wun-
precedented magnitude, the Roos-
evelt administration has adopted
methods entirely new to the Am-
erican scene.

The National Industrial Recovery
Act, promulgated as an emergency
measure, is the most important of

There is no doubt that starva-
tion and semi-starvation are ram-
pant on a scale unprecedented. So
gserious is the situation that the
Shanghai General Labor Union has.
addressed a petition to the Nanking’
government urging that express or-,
ders be issued prohibiting the var-'
ious Chinese factories from either
suspending or reducing work. In
this petition it is stated: “While
it is true that some factories have'
been compelled to have redourse;
to such measures on account of
the géneral economic depression op:
the dumping of foreign commodit-'
ies, not a few of them have done
=0 intentionally with the malicious
purpose of breaking up certain la-
bor organizations.”

At the same time, the yellow
Kuo Min Tang-controlled officials
who drafted this petition issued a
circular order to the workers which
at once epitomizes their own degen-
eracy and reveals the vast gult
which separates them from the
revolytionary fighting traditions of
the Shanghai General Labor Union
of 1925-27. In the circular order,
the workers are called upon to
“work in whole-hearted coopera-
tion with their employers and to
devote their best efforts to their
work in order to avert a total col-
lapse of the native industries,” and
it is emphasized that “the inter-
ests of labor and capital are really
identical and interwoven and that
all workers must adopt an attitude
of sympathy and cooperation to-
wards their employers.”

In May, in the International Set-
tlement and Chinese-controlled ter-|
ritory of Shanghai combined, there’
occurred 16 strikes involving 19,872°
workers and the loss of 106,608
working days. The corresponding
figures for the preceding month of
April were 9 strikes involving 1,939
workers and the loss of 3,349 work-
ing days. In May, 1932 there were
16 strikes involving 6,809 workers
and the loss of 21,082 working
days. These statistics are extract-
ed from the monthly reports of the
commissioner of police of the In-
ternational Settlement.

As will be observed, ten times
more workers were involved in
strikes in May than in the preced-
ing month of April and almost three
times more than in May last year.
The fact that while the number of
strikes in May this year was the
same as in May, 1932, the number
of strikers was nearly three times
greater, indicates a tendency for
the larger industries to be drawn
into labor conflicts. From the com-
parative figures of working days
lost, the tendency for strikes to be
of longer duration will be noticed,
which may be taken as an indica-

Shanghai, which may be taken as
a pattern for the rest of the coun-

tion that the workers are becom-

the unusual steps taken since the
present administration came into
power. Its avowed purpose as stated
by the President is ‘“the reemploy-
ment of men and dollars.” The
Aot provides for control of indu-
stry, the regulation of hours and
wages of labor, the establishment
of codes for “fair competioion”, as
well as the putting into effect a pu-
blic works program involving the
expenditude of 3 billion, 3 hundred
million dollars.

At the head of the administration
of the Recovery Act was placed
Gen. Hugh 8. Johnson, a close as-
saciate of Bernard Baruch, the fin-
ancier. The law provides the ad-
ministration with sweeping powers
and great freedom of action; all
of its decisions are contingent on
final approval of the President. -

The Recovery Act, as we have
said, provides for the establishment
of codes for the regulation of hours
and wages and “fair competition”
in all industries. These codes are
to be submitted by the industries
themselves and when once accepted
by the Recovery administration with
approval of the President have all

the force of law, violations of which'

are penalized. The objective is the
organization of the entire industrial
output of the country—in other
words a capitalist “planned econ-
omy",

Quite a change from the tradi-
tional laissez-faire rugged individ-
ualism extolled by many ideologists
of American capitalism. Neverthe-
less, athough more than a month

,hag gone by, only the textile in-

dustry has submitted a code which
was accepted by Johnson and the
President. Steel, coal, electrical
manufacturing, transportation, lum-
ber, utilities and other important
industries have been rather shy
about submitting their codes. So

imuch so, in fact, that Johnson has

threatened to wrilte a code over
their heads, and what is more to
establish a general minimum wage
ruling for all of industry, referred
to as a “blanket code.”

fected working class

various ways. There are

and other events of the past,
Fascism. Again, the essence

ism being intrdouced in the U. 8.

concentration of wealth and
means of production into

ing more stubborn in their strug-

National Recovery Actto Throw

How have these innovations af-
opinion? In
some
among the Stalinists who claim that
this, like the Hoover administration
is
of
Fascism is sublimely ignored, prov-
ing that the recent German ca'tas-
trophe does not necessarily teach
any lesson to certain people. Then
there are those, especially among
goclallsts, who see a form of social-

To dispose of this last view first
it is sufficient to point out that the
the
fewer
hands is not only facilitated but

try,

has assumed . extraordinary gles.

itler Orders: ‘Butter for People’

the well-played-up rescue measures
of the German peasantry, whose
purchasing power must be raised,
according to Hitler. This gentleman
has made many promises, and still
certainly find it hard to satisfy
behind him on a string. He will
leads all kinds of human vermin
everyhody, and at the same time
take care of the interests of the
bourgeoisie with the necessary en-
ergy.

To “reconcile” the contradictory
interests of the little throat-cutters
with those of the bigger profit-swal-
lowers, requires, outside of Fascist
terror, which will have to carry out
its historical tasks here too, a large
portion of demagogic and diplom-
atie trickery and maneuvering, for
which Fascism has an almost in-
exhaustible gift.

Hitler promised to put the screws
on the big trusts. And he is doing
so in his own way-—with the nec-
essary respect. To allay the mis-
ery of the German peasantry, which
according to the greatest pudding-
head of our century is the corner-
stone of the solution of the econ-
omic crisis, the most effective step
would be to pick the pockets of
the workers and white-collar class
The means are simple enough. One
has only to increase the price of
butter; limit the production of
margarine, which currently must
not exceed 609 of the production

in 1932; and levy a tax on the
consumption of these ‘‘artificial
food fats”.

The consequences of these ‘“‘mea-
sures to cheapen the cost of food
fats”, as this action of the govern-
ment is modestly called on account
of the issue of fat cards, have been
no sccret to anybody in Germany.
The cheapest margarine has risen
in price from 25 to 75 pfennigs a
pound, and may be bought by those
who are favored with fat cards at
50 pfennigs a pound—unless it just
happens to be sold out. This 100%
increase in the price of the cheap-
est kind, for those who receive re-
Mef or pensions and are entitled to
buy “cheapened” margarine on their
fat cards, is the clearest charactere
ization of those honey-sweet words
with which Hitler on “Labor Day”
sought to win the favor of the toil-

U.S. Proletariat

Act. The government 1{s taking
these steps purely in the interest
of the capitalist system, trying to
“organize” it so that it may survive
the social cataclysm that awaits it.

However, to merely state that
this is not Fascism without analyz-
ing the soctal and political implica-

tions and the possible develop-
ments, would be incorrect. Of
course, it is obvious that this is

not Fascism. Fascism could not be
imposed in this country or in any
other without an immediate threat
from ga class-conscious, organized
working-class. The capitalists
themselves do not want Fascism
because while this form preserves
capitalism as a system a little
while longer, it restricts the indiv-
idual capitalist enterprises within
the rigid framework of a state
organization. Fascilsm comes about,
then, as a last resort and when all
other means of holding power have
been exhausted. The conditions
prerequisite for Fascism in this
country will not materialize in the
immediate future, unless something
unforeseen should occur. This does
not mean that the workers should
not look to all organizations of a
Fascist nature without any appre-
hension.

But the economic organization of
Fascism is state capitalism. State
Capitalism is the final form of cap-
italist economy. Engels foresaw
this development with remarkable
accuracy in his ‘‘Socialism, Utopian
and Scientific.””  Under this form,)
all industries become part of the
State apparatus—the Corporative
State, as in Italy. The enactment
of any measure in any particular
branch of industry by the “cor
‘ poration” involved has all the force
"of law as this organization is a
branch of the government itself.

! Viewed from this standpoint, the

striking similarity between the eco-
nomiec structure of Fascism and the
set-up of the Recovery Act is ap-
parent. The steps taken by the
Recovery Act are to the tune of
Fascist music. Let us not over-
look this important aspect of the
question.

‘What has happened in the mean-
time to the Sherman Anti-Trust
laws? Without actual annulment
by Congress, the Roosevelt admini-
stration has waved them aside.
These laws had been enacted under
the mass pressure of the petty
bourgeoisie fighting against the in-
exorable growth and encroachment
of monopoly industry, which has
yearly wiped out increasing num-
bers of small establishments. Al-

(Continued on Page 4)
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ing masses for his national-social-
ism.

Algng with margarine, butter also
rose in price substangially, the in-
crease amounting to 35 marks per
hundredweight against the lowest
quaemtion in February of this year,
Undoubtedly the milk-producing
peasants are still rubbing their
hands with pleasure, for the time
being. But their joy will be short-
lived.

The Government Needs Secape-Goats

The shortage and dearness of
margarine and the price advance in
butter have resulted in unpleasant
surprises. The deep Dbitterness
which took hold of even many ad-
herents of Hitler, caused the gov-
ernment to look immediately for a
scapegoat on whom the blame for-
these developments could be placed,
to divert indignation against others, "
and at the same time to show the
petty-bourgeois shopkeepers em-
phatically that they are mistaken,
if they hope to chip off a little
piece of this profitable business for
their own pockets.
The government is by no means a
stranger to this game with false
cards. It had the announcement
made over the radio that first-
quality butter costs 1.20 marks a
pound, while at the same time this
grade was being priced at 1.60
marks in the shops. At the same
time, in Munich and in part else-
where in the country, several hun-
dred little shops were closed for
profiteering, the shopkeepers were
arrested and brought to concentra-
tion camps, where presumably they
have been cured for some time of
their hopes in Hitler.
It is readily understandable that
the difference between the , price
named officially by the government
and the much higher one demanded
in .the shops caused anger and bit-
terness among the consumers, which
was directed against the retailers.
This anger and bitterness was
further intensified when the gov-
ernment, in its ‘“straightforward
and honorable” manner, openly ex-
posed and punished before the eyes
of the world the profiteering man-
euvers of a number of dealers. And
precisely this was the object of the
government’s action. The radio,
with its announcement of cheap
prices for butter, thereby dropped
a little poison into the ears of the
masses, insinuating that the retail-
ers were profiteering to the extent
of 40 pfennigs a pound and thus
egging them on against the dealers.
It is a question of the strips
which can still be cut out of the
hide of the suppressed proletariat.
Everybody wants their part. The
big bourgeoisie will receive it, the
petty bourgeoisie and the small
farmers will be fed illusions which
Fascism attempts to give a certain
material basis. “It is the inten-
tion of the government that the
workers should entirely dispense
with the use of margarine, even if
that means an increase of the bud-
get of every individual household.”
Who will still .doubt the social
nature of Fascism? It demands:
Butter for the People! ! It does
not even give them cheap margar-
ine. ~—From (Unser Wort)

Do you remember THE MILI-
TANT CLUB PLAN? It gives you
the advantage of a reduced prices
for new subscribers. A six months
sub for 50¢ provided they are sent
into the office in clubs of four. Why
‘not try it?
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Toronto Workers in
Anti-Fascist Strike

Tronto, Canaia.—No action on,
the part of workers iu Canada since'
the Winnipeg General Strike of
1919 carries such tremendous sig-|
pificance as the mass parade and
demonstration aguinst Fascism
which took place in Torouto on
July 1ith. ¥or the first time in
fifteen years working class solidar-,
ity found expression in a monster
parade involving about 10,000 work-
ers belonging to trade unions and
politiéal organizations. The United
Front Committee had issued a call
for the 2-hour strike and demon-
stration to begin at 3 o’clock on
the afternoon of July 11th. An
hour before that time large num-

bers of workers had already begun:

to assemble in Wellington Park in
the heart of the clothing trades
district. When 3 o'clock came,
workers were pouring Into  the
park by the hundeds, whole factor-
jes marching down together or
hurrying to the assembly point by
street-car, were seen everywhere. A
spirit of enthusiasm pervaded the
scene as the workrs, freed from
the drudgery of the factories,
cheered each newly-arrived group,
cheered their class brothers and
sisters who this afternoon were
joing bands in a mass protest
against the bloody rule of Hitler

© in Germany and capitalist reaction

all over the world. By 3:45 . M.
when the first section of the parade
moved off, the park was a sea of
humanity—more than that—a host
of workers taking up battle against
a common enemy. Ten thousand
workers, three hundred banners,
all raising the voice of proletarian
struggle against the murderous re-
gime of Fascism.

The parade moved off from Well-
ington Park through the clothing
district on to University Ave., and
past the parliamentary buildings
to assemble en masse in Queens
Park. In the front ranks were the
workers of the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing Workers, some 1400, followed
by the ILGWU, the Industrial un-
fons and other unions affiliated.
Then came other mass organiza-
tions, the auxiliaries of the party,

the Y. C. 1. and finally the Inter-|

national Left Opposition, under
whose banner marched the Toronte
branch of the Left Opposition, the
Spartacus Youth Club, the Unser
Kamf Club—as well as a body of
about 60 unorganized Wworkers
brought out on strike by the Left
Opposition. The last banner in the
parade, the parting shot, was “For-
ward to Victory Under the Banner
of Lenin and Trotsky!”

As the revolutionary organiza-
tions left Wellington Park, the
straing of the Internationale rose
above the throng-—sung with a
spirit that is characteristic only of
proletarians on parade.

In Queens Park, the throngs
created a scene unique in the his-
tory of the Toronto working class.
Here the 10,000 paraders were greet-
ed by a crowd of abdut 15,000,
m‘any‘ of whom were workers an-
xious to participate in the demon-
stration while hundreds came only
to see what was going to happen.
It was a glorious spectacle. A
closely packed erowd with ban-
ners waving overhead, mirroring
all the pheses of the class strug-
gle. It was the class struggle and
not a Jewish nationalist protest
such as the elite of Toronto’s
Jewry had staged in Massey Hall
in collaboration with the city bour-
geoisie. ‘The united front of work-
ers aroused proletarians and bour-
geois alike to a realjzation of the
strength of a working class protest
hased on working class unity. The
demonstration aroused the hopes
and admiration of multitudes of
workers and aroused the fury of
the bourgeoisie—to which the lat-
est police campaign against the
marchers testifies.

Taking up their stand at the
base of the 48th Highlanders Monu-
ment a speaker from each organiza-
tion addressed the crowd. When
the L. O. contingent arrived, Char-
les Green of the Left Poale Zion,
chairman of the Jewish Workers
United Front Committee, was speak-
ing. In the tumult it was impossi-
ble to hear him unless you were
close at hand. When he finished,
our comarde, Maurice Spector, took
the stand. Comrade Spector flank-
ed on_either side by a trio of cops,
opened with an attribute to the
united front of the marchers for
breaking through the police bdn
on meetings and raising the stroné
arm Of the proletariat agaipst the
Canadian bourgeoisie. He urged
the miarchers to continue the strug-
gle for free speech and assembly,
for the repeal Section 98 and for
the release of the eight leaders of
the Communist Party of Canada
who were now serving long terms
in Kingston penitentiary. He went
on to discuss the victory of Fase-
ism in Germany, what a catastro-
phe it was for the German working
class and the international revolu-
tionary .movement. Warning the
workers that the Fascist victory in
Germany presented the greatest
danger to the continued existence
of proletarian rule in the Soriet
Unlon, comrade Spector urged them
to maintain a solid fighting front
against Fascism, to defeat Fascism
and save the Soviet Union by the
method of class struggle. He con-
cluded with the ringing slogans:
Down with Hitler! Long Live the
Soviet Union! etc. A rousing cheer
was the answer of the workers to
comrade Spector's remarks as he
stepped the monument. The cheer-
Ing was reechoed as our comrades
shouted: Forward to Vietory Under

the DBanner of Lenin and Trotsky.

By this time several other speak-
ers were being heard in various
parts of the park. It was not long
pefore comrade Jack McDonald
also of the Left Opposition, took
the stand. He warned the work-
ers not to be led into'believing that
this demonstration alone would
mark the vietory of the struggle
tor free speech in Toronto; time
and again he stressed the neces-
sity for continuing militantly the
struggle for free speech and assem-
bly and against the pernicious sec-
tion 98. He continued with an
analysis of the German events,
speaking in greater detail than had
comrade Spector.

Sabotage of A. C. W. Leaders

No account of this demonstration
would be complete without a few
remarks concerning the activities
of the afiiliated organizations of the
united front. From the beginning
of the conference we had to -con-
tend with the efforts of the Right
wing reformists leaders to delay ac-
tion and to give the conference a
Jewish nationalist character. Es-
pecially anxiows to get around the
idea of a strike and a parade was

Thg unemployment movement in
Los Angeles is in many respects the
most interesting in the country,
from the standpoint of the number
of workers included, the powers
which the organization has won
for itself, and the size and cohes-
iveness of the Left wing within the
movement. The movement dates
back over a year and a half, in an!
organized form, and sufficient ex-
perience with it has been accumu-
iated to allow certain political les-
sons to be drawn. The Left Op-
position has participated in a lead-
fing and initiating capacity in this
movement from the beginning, and
has clearly shown what possibili-
ties of objective work are open to
us in the elementary working-class
movement, and what, can be achiev-
ed by correct Communist policies
carried out with energy and persist-
ence.

Thé unemployment movement in
Los Aingeles got under way about
January 1932. A committee com-
posed of Left wing elements of ex-
tremely diverse character—unat-
tached Communists, anarchists,
syndicalists, Musteites, and others
—was organized. After much dis-
seussion as to the basic approach
to the question of unemployment,
an agreement was reached as to
the hecessity of accepting as a
fact the backwardness of the work-
ers in this region, and a minimum

Nesbitt, the spokesman of the Am-
algamated Clothing Workers Union. .
Ile faised all manners of objec-
tions, ranging from the remand.
that the Industrial Union be shut
out of the conference to a request
ior postponement of the strike on
the ground that the locals had not
yvet discussed the question. All
sections of the conference opposed .
Nesbitt on the first point with the’
cesult that in the actual working
out of the demonstration the Am-,
algamated was not a formal mem-
her of the conference. Instead a|
committee of the united front con-
terence, worked out the mechanics
of the united front demonstration
with a committee from the Amal-
gamated for a two week postpone-
ment, from June 27 to July 11 was
granted to take away from the
union leaders any excuse for non-
participation.
Stalinist Stupidity

The sabotagist tactics of the Am-:
algamated Union leaders produced:
a counter obstacle in the ultimatist
attitude assumed by the Stalinists.
IFrequently transgressing the boun-
daries of the united front by in-
dulging in fierce attaeks upon all
and ‘gundry, the Stalinists at first
demanded as a first prerequisite for
affiliation to the conference that the
social democratic organizations ad-
mit their responsibility for the
death of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
Liebknecht. Only that! Our com-
rades opposed this as did almost
every other organization in the con-
ference. The Left Opposition stated
that while it was true that the so-
cial democrats, Noske and company,
were responsible for the murder of
Luxemburg and Liebknecht, a eon-
tession of guilt comld not be de-
manded as a condition for affilia-
tion to the conference. The Stalin-
ists were swamped on this issue.

Again when the Amalgamated
asked for the postponement of the
strike, the Stalinists wanted to re-
fuse the request and to call the
strike without the Amalgamated.
This was a criminal position, for
it would have played right into
the hands of the Amalgamated lead-
ers and shut out of the conference
the largest union in the Jewish
sectiop of the united front. When
the request for postponement was
carried against the Stalinists they
went so far as to issue a special
addition of the Kamf in which they
naturally went out of their way to
slander the Amalgamated but also
made the Poala Zion and the Left
Opposition targets for their lies
and mud slinging. This editor of
the Kamf might have split the uni-
ted front. The Amalgamated lead-
ers at first attempted to seize upon
it as a pretext for non-participa-
tion. It was only the skillful tac-
tics of the Left Opposition and the
Left Poala Zion that overcame the
damage done by the Stalinists.

It is no exaggeration to say that
had the conference followed the
poligies of the, Sjalinists there
would have been no strike and de-
monstration. The two hour strike
and demonstration also dealt a
crushing blow to the confused
Stalinist theory of the “united front
‘rom below”. The success of the
scnuine united front was apparent
to all.

" Results of Strike

What are the results and what
conclusions can be drawn from the,
united front of the Toronto work-
ers The strike and demonstration
is unique as the only working class
protest, of a mass mature that has
taken place in Canada, and possi-
bly in North America. The work-
ers of this city have learned that
Fascism is not a regime that is
distinguished by its pogrms against
the Jews, but a regime that sig-
nifies the last efforts of decay capi-
talism to save itself from the ex-
ploited masses. They have learned
that Fascism means destruction for
the proletariat and that ¥Fascism
can only be fought by proletarian
struggle.

Besides arousing the political
consciousness of thousands of work-
ers In a united front against Fasec-
ism the demonstration has been a
vindication of the policies and tac-
tics of the Left Opposition.

—B. B.
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“Angeles is probably the most not-

program was worked out.

The objective situation in which
we were working may be character-
ized by the following facts: Los

orious open-shop town in the Uni-
ted States. Trade unions are ex-
ceedingly weak there, while {hie

W Upholsterers,
Strike Grows

(Continued from Page 1)

the general strike demands would
be, no longer avails them. Their
is no reason, except Stalinist dis-
regqrd for the interests of the
strike, to explain why they did not
immediately adopt the strike de-
mands of the majority. Workers
are indignant and enraged at what
appears to them to be an open bid
to the bosses on the part of the
Industrial union for settlement on
the basis of scab conditions.

And in this connection, we must
note the ominous significance of
the complete boycott of this strike
in the Communist party press. Can
this mean that the Party and the
TUUL intends to ignore a mass

der their control? Possibly, since
this is not the first strike that has
been ignored by the Daily Worker,
and major ones at that. But more
probably the reason can be found
in that they have not yet recover-
ed from the confusion into which
they were thrown by the striking
upholsterers kho voted with their
feet to support the A. F. of L.
Now, the members of the Indus-

strike simply because it is not un-|

THE MILITANT

Los Angeles Unemployed Movement

Chamber of Commerce, on the other
hand, is intimately linked up with
the local administrative apparatus,
sending its representatives to meet-
ings of local governmental bodies
and maintaining a private anti-
radical armed force, the “Red”
Hynes squad. Second, the city of
Los Angeles is included within an

~agricultural area, specializing in

fruit and vegetables, and constitut-
ing together with it the county of
Los Angeles. Because of the pre-
dominance of farmer elements in
this region, the county as a whole
is even more backward than the
city. A further complication is the
special exploitation of the Mexican
workgrs, who constitute an import-
ant element in this region and have
been separated from the native Am-
erican workers by barriers of lan-
guage, customs, and lower living
stamdards. They have been used as
strikgbreakers on many occasions
in the past.

The bheginning of the unemploy-
ment activities were made in the
working-class neighborhoods on the
basis of the lack of attempts by
state and welfare agencies to af-
ford any relief. The first step was
the organization of mneighborhood
welfare committees, which in turn
organized eommittees to visit wel-
fare and relief institutions to ask
for reliaf action.

First Steps in Organization

The first attempts at organiza-
tion were made by five people: Hal-
stead, Kirth (a syndicalist), Meyers
(of the Opposition of the Proletar-
ian Party), Downing (of the an-
archist wing of the I. W, 'W.), and
Jane Rose. With the help of a
sympathetic socialist, an assistant
principal, the use of a school for
meetings was  obtained. Leafllets
were  printed, distributed from
house to house, pdsted up in the
neighborhood stores, and after a
week of these preparations a meet-
ing was held. The first response
was about forty workers, a, number
of whom had been in the trades
union movement -in the past, and
one gr two had formerly been so-
cialists. The most developed of
them were formed into neighbor-
hood committees. More meetings
were held, in the same district and
in new district, the attendance in-
creased from 40 to 300-400. After
about two months, six districts had
been organized into units. Their
first functions were to take up the
cases of destitute workers who had
been thrown off the relief, or had
their relief cut, etc. )

This phase in a few months as-
sumed very large proportions, and
posed before us the question of
organizing mass pressure through
a centralized and city-wide- mass
organization.

With the first showing of growth,
class-collaborationist elements, par-
ticularly former cooperative social-
ists, who are nmumerous in this re-
gion, and former trade union lead-
ers, made their appearance. They
proposed to solve the immediate
problems of the unemployed through
the mthods of mutual self-help, of-
fering labor to be furnished by the
organized unemployed to the neigh-
boring farmers, who had piled up
an enormous surplus to be made in

trial union, who in some respects
represent the cream of the industry,
have it as their duty to be among!
the masses of the trade, who are'
now moving into theranks of local'
76. Just as before the split in-
1930, the Left wing can now carry,
on a much more effective fight for
their point of view within the mass
umion, where they should constitute
themselves as the Left wing, the
nourishing leaven to the entire
movement, leading it in the direc-'
tion of class struggle and mili-
tancy. Especially now, after the'
mass of strikers have spoken, it is'
your duty to come back en masse—'
reintegrate yourselves into the main!
‘body of the upholsterers, local 76,
in New York and similarly in other’
cities. Demand of your leaders to!
do likewise,

Win the Strike, Beat the Bosses!

We call on you men in the strike
to close your ranks and fight for
the realization of the full demands'
of the strike. You have every op-!
portunity now, if you put _your
hearts into it, to deal the bosses’,
association a crushing blow, and tof
mise your conditions with one
mnighty sweep from the miserable?
shatus it is now into one of de-
cency, with more leisure to develop
yourselves towards a greater meas-’
ure of control over the conditions
of your lives. Fight in solidarity
and you will win!

For the Left wing group,
—CARL COWL.
—SOL LANKIN.,

Trotsky Moves
to France

(Conti:: -7 “- m Page 1)
can only say that they are cover-
ing up an infamy with a calumny.

Now they are using the conces-
slon made by the bourgeoisie
French government to a revolution-
ary fighter to distort the truth
again, and prevent the workers
from realizing what effective work
for the revolution comrade Trotsky
is doing, in the fields of propaganda
and organization, inspite of the
handicaps of physical isolation
Stalinist slander, and separation
from the official representative of
the October Revolution, the Com-
munist International.

Every revolutionary worker and
party member should demand that
the necessary steps be taken for
the reinstatement of comrade Trot-
sky and the International Left Op-
position into the Communist Inter-

IT IS YOUR PAFPER

part of the produce; Similar ar-
rangements were to be made with
small business men in the city,

each neighborhood unit negotiating‘
for its immediate needs with sep-|

arate farmers and business men.
In the. first period of the organi-
zation's existence, the workers al-
mest universally adopted this meth-
od. It began with the eity units
and expanded throughout the coun-
iry. Within five months from the

, start, it embraced 40 to 50 thousand

members, organized in about 20
units, of which the Left wing had
organized, about half, principally in
the city.

By June 1932, this method of re-
lief had begun to show its insuffi-
ciency, particularly as the surplus
of crops began to disappear and a
tightening-up resulted from the in-
creasing shortage. This posed with
increasing sharpness the question

Dissension Marks

French S.P. Meet

(Continued From Page 1)
cialist Action by their perfidious
policies. On the contrary, the
Right and the Center wings bore
down heavily upon the Left, which
upon the motion of Paul Faure ex-

solidarity” to the Right wing which
came to the Congress with a de-
claration of war. The Left wing
has also given this tendency posi-
tions in the leadership and on the
editorial board of Populaire (organ
of the French 8. P.) These are
in large part the results of the
policy of ‘‘social Fascism”. By
placing the workers who are turn-
ing to the revolution before the
dilemma of either being “left social
Fascists” or Stalinists, they impel
them to the center of the Right.
The true Communist policy consists
in demanding of the Left wing that
they be decisive, that they apply
the ideas that they stand for.

The Congress of the Socialist
party has ended. The Socialist
workers will again see the same
debates reopen in their units that
took place before the Congress.
What happens will depend upon
them, upon whether they force
their leaders to camry out their
demands. They pretend, and we
can see the justice in it, that they
do not want to be placed in the
same camp with the parliamentar-
ians, the Right wing group. But
if they want to be taken seriously
they will drive the latter from their

natiopal.

party. —(From La Verlte)

tended “the hand of friendship and |the shoulders of the working class.

of sequring state aid. The progres-
sive elements saw in this an op-
portunity to change the whole trend
of the movement away from a semi-
legalistic class-cllaboratien- ap-
proach toward one of class press-
ure on the state and local auth-
orities.

! Class Collaboration vs.

E Mass Pressure

A central body, the County Coun-
cil of the Unemployed Cooperative
Relief Association, was organized,
and offered affiliation to all the
units. Units which at the begin-
ning had attempted to solve their
rown immediate problems of food,
housing, gas, light, water, etc., now
. began to bring them to the general
;body, in discussions held once a
week, each unit electing a voting
‘ delegate and these delegates in turn
electing the Executive Board and
i the officers of the County Council.
At that time - the class-collabora-
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force of all capitalist production—
the realization of surplus values,
the realization of profits. 'L'o check
the heavy tendency of the falling
rate of profit by preparing for an
increase of the mass of profit and
an increase in the aggregate capi-
tal was the problem. It was tac-
kled first by raising the intensity
of exploitation of the workers. A
higher degree of rationalization
and standardization within indus-
try, new efliciency methods to in-
creage the output per man, togeth-
er with direct speed-up and even
longer working hours, were the
measures upplied.' In a recovery,
industry will thus start from a
high level of .intensity of exploita-

'tionist elements dominated the

Council and succeeded in keeping
the mass of the workers to a pol-,
icy of dependence on formal legal
i methods, particularly stressing the.
‘ preparation of a bill to be sub-,
. mitted to the State Legislature. To
lillustrate the state of mind of the
"mass of workers at that time, meet-'
i ings were usually opened with the
: singing of prayers and of the na-
tional anthem. The progressive
i elements not only joined in this,
"but by singing louder than any-
one else were successful in casting
'ridicule on the ceremony and even-
‘tually in getting rid of it. :
{ —M. ROSE.
(To be continued)

I e

New Burdens for

W orkersin NIRA

(Continued from Page 3)

though big industry has always ef-
fectually ignored these laws, except
when they have been invoked
against labor, now it will be pro-
vided with legal instrumentality
for the acceleration of trustification
and monopoly at the expense of
the small capitalist.

Despite the obvious fact that the
Recovery Act favors the concentra-
tion of capital, the big industrial-
ists have shown, as we have indi-
cated, a certain reluctance in sub-
mitting to the provisions of this
law.. Ill-concealed grumbling goes
on in high places. In many of the
large industries, production has
been stepped up in order to build
a large stock to meet the eventual
price rises with a possibly reduced
working force when ‘the codes fin-
ally go into effect. The anarchic
character of capitalist production is
shown by the fact that the indivi-
dual industries are looking out for
their own particular interests even
though they may be at the expense
of the system.

The anomaly in the situation is
demonstrated by the petty bourge-
oisie which has been throwing its
entire support to the Roosevelt pro-
gram, although it will be driven
closer to the edge of the abyss by
the working of this law. This con-
stitutes one of these contradictions
peculiar to American politics.

That the Roosevelt administra-
tion may be over-reaching itself in
its Recovery p’rogram is the opin-
ion of not a few industrialists. The
frank skepticism expressed in the
higher circles is reflected by Wm.
Kiplinger, writing in the July is-
gue of the U. S. Chamber of Com-
merce’s organ. He says:

“We are building up a great
system of government-dictated ar-
tificialities, including inflation,
government credits, government
competition, government control.

“Kvery intelligent person won-
ders whether and when the system
will fall down. There is no fac-
tual answer. There are merely

i

mental hopes of success.

“A majority of well-informed
thinkers think this: For the next
year or perhaps a year and a half
the new schemes will give an im-
petus to business gso that there
will be something resembling mo-
derate prosperity. Meanwhile
there will be great blunders, great
new false relationships, and the
cumulative effect of these errors
will bring a new set of critical
problems a year or more hence.”

There need be no doubt that the
critical problems that will arise
shall constitute added burdens to

Whatever increases in wages
vountarily granted by the codes
will be more than offset by the real
wage losses through currency de-
valuation. Furthermore, there ig
no doubt that only a relatively
small portion of the vast unemploy-
ed army can be reabsorbed into any
of ‘the occupations created by the
application of the Roosevelt pro-
gram. The unemployed problem
will continue to exist as one of the
most vexing and unsolvable pro-
blems of capitalism.

The American working-class 1s

faced with the maturing of mighty
historical contradictions in the cap-
italist system. The new turn in
the policy of capitalism is g keen
reflection of this. The new turn
must be recognized by the workers
and a Marxian estimate of present
day conditions made.
From the standpoint of class
relations, the workers have much
to fear from the new economic or-
ganization. The reorganization of
the' state productive and adminis-
trative apparatus signifies further
weakening of the already weak
class position of the workers. The
big political and economic strug-
gles are ahead.

tion. Secondly, an enormous de-
pression of the wage level below
the value of labor power was fore-
ed through ruthlessly. In this the
drop in commodity prices naturally
serveq as a means of facilitation,
the heavy unemployment and its
competition for jobs did the rest.
The result is that on a whole the

- disproportion between value added

by applied labor power and the
actual wage paid is constantly on
the increase. But what is especi-
ally tp be borne in mind is the fact
that industry starts today from an
extremely low wage level.

These were the measures affect-
ing the working class most direct-
ly. DBut there were others worthy
of attention from the point of
view of studying the background
of the present situation. For ex-
ample the problem of expansion of
credits.  Undoubtedly the establish-
ment of the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation ang its billions made
available for the bankers and big
industrial corporations served this
purpose admirably. In the main,
however, the huge sums expended
went to butress the large metropoli-
tan _banking institutions to  help
them in paying in settlement of
previously contracted obligations.
I'he funds expended did not become
transformed into productive capi-
tal; for during the course of the
crisis there was a generally con-
stant drop in new capital emissions,
in new financing. Nevertheless fin-
ance capital faces the recovery
stage with a greater fluidity of
credits. Simultaneously there has
been a cheapening of the elements
of constant capital by the price fall
of commodities and raw materials.

Concentration of Capital

Aside from these points mention-
ed there is also to be taken into
consideration the reorganization of
industry and banking already ac-
complished. With hurricane speed
the crisis eliminated the weaker
and more antiquated sections of the
capitalist structure, countless of
small independent producers whom
they supported. Industrial merg-
ers, rationalization and standarde«
ization were given more favorable
conditions, subsidies were made
ready for the monopoly enterprises,
efforts were initiated to adjust the
various sections of industry to bet-
ter correspond with the whole and
branch banking by the big' metro-
politan institutions began to make
real headway. All in all these
were important steps as a result of
which the organic composition of
American capital is becoming high-
er. DBut it still remains for the
Roosevelt administration recovery
policies to cap the climax.

Some pressing steps are yet to
be taken by American capitalism
to complete the adjustments of its
structure of national economy.
These are now in the making and
those workers who may credulously
believe that the departure of meth-
ods of the Roosevelt administration,
from that of its predecessor, will in
any way at all mean a departure

sour theories of failure and senti- {from the capitalist imperialist and

monopoly basis, will experience
some rude awakening. To the ex-
tent that these methods are new,
precisely to that extent do they
also serve much more effectively to
reenforce the imperialist monopoly
absis of American capitalism.

Higher Living Standard an INlusion

What do these methods imply?
First of all the completion and
further rounding out of the reor-
ganization program already initi-
ated during the crisis. In this,
two measures now on the way lend
themselves particularly well, and
are being utilized to the hilt, for
demagogic propaganda fostering il-
lusions of capitalist liberal gen-
erosity. We have in mind the ques-
tions of a return and a stabiliza-
tion of the purchasing power of
the masses and the reorganization
of labor power to the productive
forces by reduction of working
hoyrs. In regard to the first ques-
tion what is to be expected? Is it
a matter of securing what is ab-
stractly called a decent standard
of living for the masses? Not at
all as far as the capitalist rulers
are concerned. It is simply a mat-
ter of securing conditions under
which surplus values can be real-
ized, and to that extent to stabil-
ize the purchasing power; but on
a level distinctly lower than used
to be known as the celebrated Am-
crican standard.

In regard to the second question,
that of working hours, it should
be noted that during the crisis with
industry running at partial capac-
ity, overproduction still resulted in
short order. The relative decrease
of employed living labor, compared
to the amount of crystallized labor
and compared to the amount of
capital which it set into motion, be-
came transformed into an absolute

f-JOSEPH 8. GIGANTI.

The Background of the
New Deal Policy

for the productive forces .With a
huge unemployed army this em-
bodied prospects of the class strug;
gle to develop at a rapid pace
against the owners of private pro-
party.’ From this there need be no
misunderstanding. It is not the
wellare of the working elass as
expressed in shorter working hours
which is the concern of the recov-
ery policies. On the contrary; it
is the aim to neutralize the unem-
ployed army by taking off a part of
the oversupply and obtain a better
working basis in the interests of
capitalism.

The third measure in the way,
and a keystone in the industrial re-
covery policies, is the increase of
commodity prices. That is so es-
sential for capitalism for its reali-
zation of the proiits contemplated
ior the future. What it will mean
to the working class, however, ig
an entirely different matter. It
will form part of the bitter experi-
cences Which will be their lot under
the New Deal. 7The rise in commo-
dity prices prceeds both by the way
of inflation as well as by setting
arbitrary monopoly prices.

In this general program there
remains still the one most essen-
tial gtep to be accomplished; that
is to increase the ration of Ameri-
can capitalism in world economy. It
is not at all let ouff of sight in the
New_ Deal. Granted the re-estab-
iishment of confidence, within capi-
talism, in the Process of reproduc-
tion, which is‘now so valiantly
aimed at, the conditions will be
tully prepared for a gigantic offen-
sive upon the world market. A
dress rehearsal has already taken
place in the London economic con-
ference. —ARNE SWABECK.

Alter the Collapse
of London Confab
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ing degree, and the bourgeoisie
will fight and is fighting against
higher taxes. The French govern-
ment is being forced to the wall by
a choice between reducing expenses,
which means an open attack on the
civil service employees, and infla-
tion as the short and easy way out
of debt. At the same time French
capitalism is being forced to a
sharper open offensive against
wages in the effort to lower costs
and prices, while in the other im-
perialist countries the effort is to
raise prices. France may  quite
conceivably be later than other
countries in turning upward from
crisis to depression, as it was in
cntering the crisis.

The crisis in Germany shows lit-
tle improvement, primarily because
foreign trade continues to decline
in spite of the most vicious attacks
by German capitalism on the prole-
tariat in order to reduce wages to
a, point where it can compete more
witeggvely in the wdild market.
The financial weakness of Germany
is expressed by the fact that gold
reserves are 9.29% of note circula-
tion; this means high interest
rates as a burden on profits, and
increasing difficulty in offering lib-
eral financial terms as a stimulus
to exports, which was formerly one
of the greatest supports for Ger-
man trade expansion. Production
figures and unemployment statistics
(the latter being particularly wun-
reliable) show that a little, but
very little, progress is being made,
in spite of the Hitlerite methods,
in spite of the enormous sacrifices
which are being extorted from the
workers, in meeting the actual
crisis, Italy, in spite of the con-
centration of control of industry
and labor in the “total State”, has
showp no more ability to deal with
the crisis than bourgeois-democratic
States; the only difference is that
the working class has been ground
down further and its resistance
broken. Gold continues to leave
the country, reflecting the inmost
thoughts of capital as to the pro-
specty of the regime. Budgetary
difficulties are nearly as much of
a problem as in France, and are
further increased by the grandiose
bluff of the “public works construe-
tion program”.

The period of increasing strains
throughout international capitalism
is preparing for a period of violent
shocks and disturbance, social,
political and military. As the Left
Opposition has predicted, the cycli-
cal ypturn within the framework
of the general world crisis of
capitalism is intimately connected
with rising militancy and aggres-
siveness on the part of the workers.
The huge wave of strikes in the
United States in the most varied
industries and localities, in spite
of the illusions offered by the Na-
tional Recovery Act; the mounting
discontent in other countries (in
England even the backward farm-
ers are ‘striking against the pay-
ment of tithes to the clergy, which
have been going on for four hun-
dred years), the growing shadow of
approaching war, pile ever-increas-
ing tasks on the shoulders of the
Communists, the revolutionary van-
guard of the working class. Now
less than ever can sectarianism,
futile gestures which waste energy,
and splitting of the revolutionary
forceg be tolerated without crush-
ing pgpalties in the future. Clarity
of policy and unity in action are
imperatively called for by the im-

decrease of necessary labor powertion.

mediate needs of the world situa-

—B. J. FIELD,




