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Jesus Chnst
tsblasphemy!

‘AN ATTACK on Christ is blasphemy if there is an
element of irreverence, scurrility, profanity, vilifica-

GAY

tion or licentious abuse coupled with the Christian
religion or any sacred person or object.’

Thus Mr Justice King-Hamilton, summing up in the trial of
Denis Lemon, editor of Gay News.

Found guilty of ‘blasphemous libel',
given a suspended prison sentence of nine months—

been lined £1,000.

Denis has been fined £50 and
-and Gay News has

WHAT
WE

When the jury asked King-Hamilton what amounted ta the ‘breach of

the peace’ necessary for proving a blasphemous libel, he replied: *Breach
of the peace means that the words complained of are apt or inclined to
provoke or arouse angry feelings’,

T'his means that any com-
ment about the Christian
rehigion which might make
anyone angry is a crime!

This is the first prosecution
for blasphemous libel for 50
years. It was brought hy
Mary  Whitchouse, ~ who
has appointed herself censor
over other people’s pleasures
and what thev ace allowed to
read. <

Whitehouse [ound an ally
in the Labour government's
Sohicitor General. Sam
Silkin,

Setback

Silkin agreed to take on the
case for the Crown thus
shifting the expenses of the
case from Whitehouse to the
taxpaver.

I'he verdict 15 one of the
most  serious setbacks for
freedom of speech since the
war. It calls for a campaign
up and down the country in
defence of Denis Lemon and
Gay News.

H's worth remembering
that a similar  conviction
against the free press
against the magazine Oz in
1971 was overturned on
appeal.

What was the poem which

THINK

Mary Whitehouse: ‘r',eh-haude'd ay always

caused all the fuss in the first
place? It imagined the
thoughts of 4 Roman cen-
turion who had fallen in love
with the bady of Jesus Christ
when it was taken down from
the cross.

If this poem had been
submitted to Socialist
Worker in the normal way,
we would not have published
i,

This is not, of course,
because the poem 15
blasphemous or L:cuu.»c it

| knew he'd had it off with other men—

with Herod’s guards,
with Pontius Pllate,

with John the Baptist, with Paul of Tarsus,
with foxy Judas, a great kisser, with

the rest of the Twelve,

together and apart.

He loved all men, body, soul and spirit—even me.
So now | took off my unilorm, and naked

laid together with him In his desolation,
caressing every shadow of his cooling fiesh,
hugging him and Irying to warm him back lo life.
Slowly the fire in his thighs went out,

while | grew hotter with unearthly love.

refers explicitly to the sexact.
Our objection is that it
debases love between human
heings: by wrapping it up in
religlous mysticisim.

When the friends of Mary
Whitchouse and Mr Justice
King-Hamilton go to church
to drink winc and cat bread
believing these are being
transformed into the blood
and body of Christ, they are
ind u]qmg in the same sort of
cannibalistic fantasies as the
sexual fantasies which in-
gpired the Gay News poem.

Appeal

But in the light of the
outrageous decision of the
court—and as part of the
campaign to get the decision
reversed  on  appeal—we
publish the two stanzas which
apparently upset Whitehouse
most.

We believe readers should
make up their own minds
whether they like or dislike
potms.

And that in no case
should these matters be
decided by judges, juries
or Mary Whitehouses.

Police beat up black
teenagersincells

I'HE intimidation,
beatings and arrests are
continuing in
Lewisham, South Lon-
don,

Two more voungsters
have been arrested and
charged alongside the
original 21 with ‘con-
spiracy” and ‘sus’,

Seven of the original 21 are
swill being held in custody on
remand. They have been
refused bail for the past seven
weeks, Two defendants are
aged 16, and two are 17.

The black community in
Lewisham is getting mare and
more angry about this con-
tnued harassment.

DEMONSTRATE Saturday
23 July: Assemble
Lewisham BR stalion,
2pm, lor short march lo
Defence Rally at Lewisham
Town Hall, Catiord.

Last Wednesday police and
prison warders even threaten-
ed to beat up defendants
while they were in  the
Camberwell magistrates
court cells

David Foster, Chairman of
the Lewisham 21 Defence
Committee, said: ‘'l heard
blows from nside the court.
My son had been refused bail
for the seventh week running
and he's only 16.

‘There was some sort of

MASTER RACE FLEE

FASCISTS in Lewisham were given a shock last Saturday when
they tried to break up a Right to Work street meeting. A number
of workers, angered by the National Front violence in the area,
had offered to protect the meeting.

As the Nazis approached they were met by a group of lurger-
than-average stewards. Most of the master race fled immediately,
leaving 2 few of their mates a bit cut up.

scuftle as he was taken away
and about 20 policemen
rushed to the court room
doorwav. They stopped us
lrom seeing him.*

The court was stopped for
two hours while the beatngs
wens on downsiairs in the
cells

Stitches

When 16-vear-old Colin
Jackson finally appeared he
had to be held up by two
police. He couldn’t stand by
himself.

We now have the National
Front to contend with as well,

A middle-aged West In-
dian woman, Alga Knight,
had her front teeth knocked
out and had to have stitches
in her jaw after being
assaulted by the NF.

This makes. the coming
demonstration called by the
Lewisham 21 Defence Com-
mittee that much more im-
portant. They are not going
to be cowed by the likes of the
National Front or the
Lewisham police.

OH, WHAT

‘WE CAME down to do
a job and we only haif
did it.’

Those complaints, by
Yorkshire miners after
hearing that the scabs’
bus had got into the fac-
tory were perfectly un-
derstandable.

They had been in the
frontline of the picket
blackade all morning.

For four bhours
Grunwicks was sealed off.

Then the trade union top
brass got to work, draw-
ing away the pickets onto
their march and allowing
the police to get the scabs
into the factory.

The strikers’ wunion,
APEX, had agreed to the
Strike Committee’s re-
quest for the mass picket
only on condition that the
TUC arranged the
demonstration.

The APEX Executive
had insisted that the
Strike Committee declare,
against their better judge-
ment, that there would be
no attempt to stop the
scabs’ bus while the Court
of Inquiry was sitting.

APEX and the TUC want
to win the strike—but not
through mass action.

This split goes to the
heart of our movement,

On Monday the TUC
marched trade union
delegations in

alphabetical order away
from the action.

The collective will of
rank and file workers was
broken up and fitted back
into the old, staid struc-
tures of the trade union
bureaucracy,

The lesson will not be
lost on many of those
taking part in mass action
for the first time,

Rank and file action can
swiftly transform working
class hopes and
aspirations "into reality—
but only if a clear break is
made with the indecision
of the present trade union
leadership.

In the months ahead,
rank and file organisation
will be vital to link
stewards committees
across the unions and to
assert their independence
from the full-time union
leaderships.

But then the union
top brass
sabotage it

EXUBERANT . .

.a Grunwick striker

By
Bob Light,
TGWU, Royal Docks

IT WAS an impressive
sight—shop stewards
banners from the four
biggest ports in the

country, Hull, Lon-
don, Merseyside and
Southampton, lined

up right across the
road.

The police made a couple
of half-hearted attempts to
clear the road, but there
were just too many pickets.

We saw five coaches of the
Special Patrol Group making
towards us. But, 100 yards
away, the Scabs Protection
Group turned round. They
obviously didn't fancy the odds.

Having failed with that group of
animals, the police sent in the
cavalry—three dozen mounted
olice. These horses and riders
ooked very big in the flesh, es-
pecially when they were trotting
down a hill right at you.

At that moment, | thought it was
just a matter of time until the line
was broken. But, as | looked round,
the mass of pickets had linked
arms to form a wall right across the
road, about 50 or 60 deep and with
thousands more struggling up the
road.

The police just could not get
through. They were absolutely
sick. A few seconds before, they
had looked all brash.

But now, as their horses stood
still and the crowd jeered and
laughed at.them, they just looked

DETERMINED: Some of 1,000 postal workers who turned out in solidarity with
their brothers and sisters locked out at Cricklewood

THE IMPARTIAL BBC

IF YOU thought the BBC
news report on Monday
evening was bad enough,
you should have seen the
midday bulletin.

Put out by arch right-
wing BBC News reporter,
Clifford Luton, it showed
demonstrators singing
‘Why are We Waiting' and
suggosted that the
‘waiting” was for a punch-
up with the police.

Luton also claimed
demonstrators were sing-
ing the ‘Russian National
anthem’ (a reference to
the Internationale!).

This was too much even
for the hard-lined
stomachs of the BBC
news editors, who took
the unusual decision to
cut out a lot of Luton's
ravings from the night
bulletins,

Violence? Yes

I DON'T care if you're By Ken Muller
dying—get in here!
That’s George Ward’s aggerating, listen to. what

happened to Fred Scarfe last
year. Not from Fkred, mind
you, He'’s dead,

He died of lung cancer after
turning up for work for six
months, too scared 10 go 1o
hospital lest he was sacked,

Fred's fears were not un-

attitude to his workers,
according to Kevin
Slattery, one of the seven
Grunwick drivers who
came out on strike last
Monday.

If you think he’s ex-

SUPPORT THE GRUNWICKS PICKET LINE: 7am, Chapter Road, London, N



UMD 11U PUE (HO0AM) PIRIAA MIIPUY ¥O0LIS UUOT SIHNLOIY

SOCIALIST WORKER 16 July 1877 3

BEAUTIFUL MORNING...

embarrassed, like
lemons.

There's nothing in the
policemen's manual about what to
do when trade unionists are deter-
mined enough not to be in-
timidated.

So, after ten minutes, the more
intelligent horses turned and took
their riders away.

mounted

It was about the most ex-

hilarating moment I've ever ex-
perienced on 8 demonstration. It

took me back to the five electric
days of Pentonville in 1972.

You could sense the same’
.charge in the air, the same mood of

confidence and determination.

At that moment, the Grunwick’s
factory was totally blockaded.
There was nothing the police could
have done to get the scabs’ bus
through.

The only thing finally that let the

scabs through was when the picket

tour of Willesden.

Had that TUC demonstration
been outside the factory gates,
there is no way the scabs could
have got to work,

And in the face of working
class militancy shown on that
picket line on Monday, the only
force in this country that can
save George Ward will be the
spineless responsibleness’ of

THE PICKETS STOOD FIRM . . . AND THE
POLICE TURNED AND RODE AWAY

There were dozens of them . . . mounted police

coming down the hill, straight towards the pickets.
But there was no way through. The pickets linked
arms and simply formed a human wall across the
road. The mounted lemons looked absolutely sick , .

line broke up to jointhe TUC guided the TUC.

Where we go from here

THE MASS PICKETS MUST BE STEPPED UP

IS THIS a co-
incidence?

117 JULY: The largest
picket since the miners’
blockade of Saltley 1972.

O 12 JULY: Lord
Widgery rules in the High
Court that the government
advisory service ACAS did
not acte illegally in
recommending that
Grunwick recognise the
union.

The court decision is not
binding, however,

All it means is that ACAS
is allowed by law to make
its recommendations.

Ward, the Grunwick
boss, does not have to take
any notice of them. The
only way to bring him to
heel is to step up the mass
pickets and blacking.

This is what the
Grunwick Strike Com-
mittee are calling for after
last Monday's mighty
picket and demonstration.
It means
MAKING sure trade union
delegations go to the pickel
line as often as possible.

SUPPORTING the call
made by the Right 1o Work
Campaign for as large a
picket as possible every
Friday morning. Coaches
are organised from every
area of London, Contact
802-0978

MAKING SURE every
chemist inside and outside
London is approached and
picketed if they are still

using Grunwick products—
Copper and Pearson,
Bonuspool, Trucolour and
Monkolor,

EXTENDING the postal
blacking. Grunwick mail is
now turning up in sorting
offices up and down the
country as the NAFF try to
by-pass the Cricklewood
blacking.

This mall must be black-
ed. Local sorting offices
should be visited and sup-
port and encouragement
given to Post Office
workers halting
Grunwick's mail.
ORGANISING now to get
commitment for strike ac-
tion and massive
delegations for the next
National Day of Action in
August. It must be twice as
big as Monday's

there’s violence here all right

behaviour convinced three of
the drivers—Ossie Grant,
Milford Russell and Victor
Hamilton—to join the
Transport Workérs Union, to
recruit other drivers, and to
join the APEX members on
strike.

Their task was made casier
by munagement attempts to

founded. Kevin Slattery had
been ‘discouraged’ from go-
ing to hospital after blood
started oozing from a post-
operation wound in his leg.

When he finally pot
medical attention, blood
gushed from the wound as the
st hé'_‘ were ’('m()l't'(l

This kind of management

10 (next to Dollis Hill tube station).

intimidate them. The firm’s
22 drivers were called in one
by one and quizzed about
their attitude to the union.
It was made clear to them
that anyone who joined the
union would be sacked once
the dispute was over, The 19
non-union drivers were in-
structed not to talk 1o the

three TGWU members.

This proved counter-
productive, It led to four
more drivers joining up.

Last Monday the TGWL
called them out on strike for
recognition. The drivers
courageous action puts one
more nail in Ward's coffin

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN
WHO WALKED OUT

For months they'd been forced to try to
build up the union secretly inside the
plant. Then, on Monday, seven
Grunwicks drivers walked out to join the
mass picket and to strike for recognition
of the Transport and General Workers
Union

ALARM
OVER
MISSING
MINERS
OFFICIAL

By Bill Message

YORKSHIRE miners’
leaders are worried about the
disappearance of Maurice
Jones. editor of the official
Yorkshire Miner,

Maurice vanished a few
days after his arrest  at
Grunwick's on 23 June

Willesden magistrates have
issued a warrant for his arrest
after his failure to answer bail
last week,

Shaken

When arrested, Mr. Jones
was guestioned closely for
several hours by the police
When 1 speke to him after his
release he appeared shuken,
but did not go into the details
of his interrogation.

After he returmmed to
Yorkshire, he was gpparently
visited by Special Branch
oificers and interrogated
again

Friends who spoke to him
on Saturday 25 and Sunday
26 June have described h
manner as being complete
out of character,

Maurice Jones has
been seen since

Solidarity

A CIVIL and Public Servants
Association branch in the
Post Office has pledged
support to their colleagues
at Cricklewood sorting of
fice

The Kensington Com
puter Centre branch are
ready with a programme of
action the minute the
locked-out postmen call for
it. And they wil T
co-operate with any moves
to reduce the pay o
suspendead postmen

SUPPORT THE GRUNWICKS PICKET LINE: 7am,
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THE COMPANIES THAT
LOVE THE SOCIAL CONTRACT ed to hand

panies

REMEMBER
this year electrical com-
bine GEC bust through
controls by
giving shareholders a
£178 million payv-out?
Remember
unions were told this was
all w part of a scheme to
expand overseas?
Remember how profits
are necessary,

carlier

dividend

S0 com-

create jobs?

It is les, all lies. The GEC  said that the
proof is in GEC's profit

Back in January. in an
ingenious entirely
tegal scheme, GEC arrang-
over £178

million of the £231 million
cash it had accumulated
. over the years.

This meant that. among
the others, GEC'S managing
director  Sir  Arnold
Weinstock was about £2
million richer, after paying
tax, al & time when his
workers' wages were held
and down by the government's
wages policy,

money paid out to
shareholders was by way
of compensation for losing
complete control  of
averseas operations.

The bug in the boardroom

For a multinational,
GEC have relatively few
companies abroad. British
government rules prevent
them from exporting
capital, so they had to
decide to set up a parallel
company —GEC
International—which
would look after the
overseas interests and in
which foreign inyestors
would hold shares.

British  sharcholders,
they argued, needed to be
compensated for not ow-
ning all the shares in GEC
International,

The company that never was

BY SEYMOUR PROPHET

When. last week, GEC
announced  profits  for
1976/ 77 £70 million higher
at £278 million, there was

" still no sign of GEC Inter-
national. Quite the op-
posite.

GEC said they had been
borcowing money ahroad
to sturt up businesses there
and were producing plenty
of goods in Britain to
satisfy overseas markets.
They were waiting until the
British government altered
the rules on  exporting
capital so they could use¢

the cash in their British
bank . account—now
almost L5000 million—1to
finance oyerseas €xpan-
sien,

That hoard of cash
represents  almost  £3000
per GEC worker=slightly
more than the average
annual wage in GEC,

But very little of this is
being spent on new invest-
ment or on creating jobs,
Last year GEC invested
about £85 million.

That leaves plenty over
on  which the GEC
sharcholders can grow fat
and rich. And il leaves . _
plenty aver th ship out of
the country

Rank and
File
shock for
NSMM

IN ELECTIONS for assis-
tant general secretary of
the National Societv ol
Metal Mechanics, Arthur
Gniffiths, who stood on the
programme of the Right to
Work Campaign, has come
third.

Arthur 1s un engineenng
workes from Warrington. He
was nominated only by the
Warrmgtan branch, His deci-
sion 1o stand came too late 1o
alfow any campaigning

But in his election address
Arthur committed himself to
an all-out fight against the
Sacial ‘Contract and tor a
malitant battle against racism.
He said He was a supporter of
the Right to Work Campaign
and u member of the Socialist
Warkers Party

Green, a right-wing con-
venar fram Coventry, won the
first baliot with 2.224 votes
and a Birmingham NSMM
oificial called MeCarthy came
second  with 1924, Arthur
Griffiths - got  1.123 - despite
considerable effartsduring the
campaign 1o diseredit him,

Noo other - candidate  got
more tsan 10K votes

Since the campaign Arthur
has. been contacted by
stewards from all over the
country who are surprised at
his suceess in the ballot and
are keen to organise a reform
movement in the union up and
down the country

Ihe second ballot in the
election  between Green und
McCasthy  is thiy weekend

“They're both right-wingers’
savs Arthur

'--_-------.

Bulk orders by'post
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for SW Sup-
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porters.
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Socialist Worker has 8
special POST-FREE SER-
VICE for SW Supporters
who wish to take two or
more copies each week
to sell at work, on the
estate or to friends.

If you would like a bulk
order by post, FILL IN
THE FORM BELOW, and
we will send you further

details
NABE - cc ot vy
ADDRESS

NUMBER OF COPIES
REQUIRED EACH
WEEK

When complete, send
this form ta Socialist
Worker Circulation, 8,
Cottons Gardens, Lon-
don E2.
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THE Benyon - anti-
abortion Bill is still
fighting its way through
parliament to the
statute book.

Its supporters have got
unprecedented  debating
time this week in a
desperage attempt to rush
the Bill through its com-
millee stages.

If these stages are passed by
this Friday, the Bill could get
is ‘Third Reading—and be
law by the end of the session

As we 2o to press. the Bill
still hangs in the balance, If it
survives this week, it will be &
black day forevery woman in

Abortio
Benyon

0 DEMONSTRATE:
Saturday 15 July 2.30pm,
assemble Vicloria Park,

Parneil Road entrance,
London E3 (Bromley by

Women's Vowe supporiers on the May march against the

Benvon Bill

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

The workers create all the wealth
under capifalism A new sociely can
only  he constructed when thay
collectively. sewze control  of that
wealth and plan s production and
disirbuticn

REVOLUTION NOT
REFORM

IThe presant system cannot be
patched up, ar reformed, as the
estabhished Labaur and trade union
leaders say It has ta be overthrown

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

The structures of the present
parhiament, army. police and judiciary
cannat be taken aver and used by the
working ctass. They grew up under
capialism and are designed ta protact
the ruling class against the workers

The wo king ¢iass needs an enlirely
different «ind of state—a workers'

if you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the Socialist Workers Party.fill in the form on page 16.

the country.

delegates and a workers' militia

Al most. parliamentary activity can
be usad to make propaganda agamnst
the present system Only the mass
action of the workers themselves can
destroy the system

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is part of a
worid-wide struggle. We cempaign
for sohidarity with workérs in other
counines

We oppose everything which turns
*workars from one counlry agamnst
those from other countries

We oppose racialism  and
imperialism We oppose all
mmigration controls

We support the rightof black people
and other oppressed groups Lo
orgamse their own defence We
support all genuine national liberation
movemants,
We are for an end to all forms of
discrimination against homosexuals

We are for real social, econromic
and pehitical equalty of women

The experience of Russia

Lhey have been
this week by the departure of
two of the Bill's opponents,
Labour MPs Renee Short
and Maureen Colquhoun,

Last week, Renee
declared that she

Labour colleagues

WHERE WE STAND

Bow tube bus No 8).
Ploca s S arrrmats oSl

committee would be fighting
the Bill to the fimsh. "We are
the toughies.” she said.

assisted

Short But this week, as the Bill
and her goes into committee for the
on the final crucial three days,

demenstrates that & socialist
revalution cannot survive in isalation
N ong country.

ARussia. China and Eastern Eurcpe
are not sociahst, bat state capitalist

We suppart the struggles ol warkers
n  these countnes against the
burgaucratic ruling class

THE REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY

To achieve socialism, the most
mihitant sections of the working class
have to be organmised into a
revolutionary socialist parly

Such a party can only be budt by
activity in the mass organisabions of
the working class

\We have ta prove n practice to athar
warkers that reformist leaders and
reformist (deas are cpposed 1o their
owWn INTErests

We have to build a rank ana file
movenent within the umons

We urge all those who agree with
our policies to join with us n the
struggie to build the revelutionary
party

Bill

the balan

Renee Short and Maureen
Colguhown, the two toughies,
are off on a pleasant trip to
Canada and America 10 “tuke
evidence” for a Commons
Select Committee on joh
creation’

It will be one of the most
reactiopary pieces of social
legislation ever passed under
g Labour government.

For the Bill does not just
restriet lepal ubortions to 20
weeks of pregnancy. It gims i
death blow at the charitable
apencies which provide abor-
tions. where the  National
Health Serviee is governed hy
anti-abortion mgots.

And it imposes new restnc-
tions on doctors who sanc-
tion abortions,

That's why victually alf
informed medical opinion
as well as the vast bulk of the
trade union movement—is
apainst the Bill,

Rich old men

The passimg of the Bill
would mean a triumph for all
those who believe women
should be trapped in the
home, rather than being able
ta choose for themselves what
sort of life they want to lead

Above all 11 means - in-
creased misery, maming and
death for women forced to
backstreet abortions as the
only solution 1o their
problems.

If the Bill does get through
it means we need not only a
campaign among the trade
unions-— but also among doe-
tors. Everydoctor who agrees
with the present law, or feels
it is inadequate, should refuse
te implement any backward
changes in the law such as
the Benyon Bill

The demonstration sup-
ported hy Womens Voice n
Landon this Saturday is a
step in that direction. Itisa
demonstration protesting at
the monopoly of
consultants —rich old men
who can decide whether a
woman is entitled o an
abortion-—and  calling  Tor
more  out-patient  clinics
where guick, safe abortions
can be carried out

I he demonstration is going
through ong of the poorest
parts of London—the East
End-—which has the highest
incidence of many diseases.
ulong with some of the worst
medical facilities in the coun-
1y,

JUBILEE
—YOU’LL
LOVE IT

e OR ELSE!

THE POLICE arc stepping up
intimidation and harassment
of people caught flyposting
and < spraving  anti-jubileé
slogans.

In Stockport SWP member
Htikhov Hussain was traced
from his car registration
number.  His  famidy  were
canstantly threatened while he
was away on holiday. Even-
tually he went voluntarily (o
Cheadle Hulme police station,
where he was Kept for five
hours.

Although he is British, he
was threatened with deporta-
tion and prison, so that he
guve a signed confession Lo the
police, He was promised a low
fine by the Special Branch if be
agresed toact asaninformer on
his local SWP branch.

In the same branch Mary-
Anne  Stuart  was  caught
spraying on a wall. She was
kept in the police station
avermght and interrogated by
three police officers with no
woman present,

In court the following day
the police amazed even Lhe
magstrates by asking for her
1o be remanded in costody for
three days—until the Queen’s
ViSIt Was DVer,

ELIZABETH WINDSOR
hasn't breught much joyv to the
working people of Lambeth.
Even tnc local newspaper
admitted that all too few
houses had been pamnted at all
since 1952,

And few of them were
painted red white and blue for
the Juhilee, Indeed. whole
estates had not so much as a
Mag in the window.

No wonder she could only
spare us ten minutes of her
nme for a royal visit. About
2000 people gathered, mainly
kids herded i from schoal,
hored mums and pensioners.

A small group of un-
emploved supporters of the
local Right to Work Cam-
paign gathered tosell Stuffthe
Juhilee badges,

As the happy couple from
the palace arrived, the
protesters started up a chant
of Stuff the Jubilee!” Im-
mediately 20 plain<¢lothes
caps jumped on us. We were

caten and Kicked, arrested
and charg

[t legal to sell Nags saying
‘God Save the Queen’ or ‘Do
as vou are told’, but i you say
the opposite, you get beaten,
arrested and” fined

THOSE great defenders of
demacracy, the police, suw 10
it-that democracy was banned
for the day when the Queen
visited Ipswich on Monday,

For they stopped socialists
Colin Brinton and Keith Lay
and confiscated their placurds,
reading ‘Why should we pay
taxes —the Queen doesn't and
‘Roll on the Red Republic’,

The police. told them the
chief constable had issued
strict instructions. ‘He would
not aliow any display of
disloyalty, any kind of opposi-
tian or dissent, any posters;
demonstrations of signs,’ they
were tald.



THE £50m
DRUGS

SCANDAL

FIVE HUNDRED hospital
workers marched last week in
protest against the proposed
closures of hospitals in South
London by the Wandsworth,
Sutton and East Merton Health
Authority.

The authority want to close the
Weir Hospital (39 beds), the
Wimbledon Hospital (70 beds), St
George’s Hospital, Hyde Park (176
beds—and 150 operations a month)
and another substantial hospital as yet
unnamed.

The suffering these closures will cause in
the area is impossible to describe

The authority insist they simply have not got
the money to keep these hospitals open. That's
the argument for the health cuts all over the
country,

Branded

But there'y plenty of money spent by the
Health service now which is wasted—and which
could keep ALL these hospitals open

For there is u running scandal in the Health
Service —the regular prescription of patented or
branded drugs by doctors when there are similar
non-branded drugs are available at only a
fraction of the price.

The cost of drugs and npplinnces prescribed
by doctors is one of the main items of Health
Service spending. It is rocketing.

In 1974 the Health Service spent £255 million
on drugs. In 1975, this had risen to £329 million,

And last year the figure jumped to an
astonishing £427 million,

The Department of Health do not disclose
how much of this spending was on ‘branded'
drugs—and refuse even to estimate how much of
the ngendmg could have been cut by prescribing
non-branded drugs instead.

Decision

But & conservafive estimate says that about an
eighth of all prescriptions are for branded drugs
which are medically identical to much cheaper,
non-branded drugs, In other words, about £50
million at the very least—could have been saved
by regulating the prescription of branded drugs,

Compare that with £7 millions which will be
‘saved’ by the closure of those hospitals in South
London,

Why do these branded drugs get prescribed
instead of their cheaper equivalents? Simple,
The profit ratio for non-branded drugs is hugely
higher for the drug compamcs So an army of
‘reps’ travels round doctors’ surgeries trying to
persuade them that the branded products are
‘Better’ than the non-branded ones.

Here Jean lLewis, a socialist doctor in
Yorkshire, describes how this vast pressure
group works,

The message of her article is that if the drugs
were produced and marketed directly by the
Health Service, there could be enormous
savings — and no closures.

The article should be pinned on the wall
of every hospital—and every doctors'
surgery—where the cuts are lurking.

ANALGESICS
Cost of Drugs

M) Dintalgeas
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‘You don’t need a
sticking plaster to
repair the NHS.
You need a
scalpel’.

WRITES JEAN LEWIS

Solpaxine

Ilmpual workers and supporters in Soum London demonsirating outside the health authorify meeting last week

AS A socialist doctor, 1
try to stand back and
think carefully about what
drugs | prescribe. I often
tell myself that I am not
really influenced by the
adverusmg pressures - of
the mulunational drug
companies.

But | know that because of
shortage of time, pressurc of
work and tiredness |
sometimes allow myself to be
influenced by what their
representatives tell me.

There have been tremen-

W OTIIEIRASACLAY Pelema b et Pt

Charts handed out 1o doctors by the NHS in an atzemp!t (o keep costs down. Left, headache pills. Right,

antibipiicy

wsed jo treai a vasi range of ilinesses. In both case the parenied drugs are vasily more expensive

patient's prodlems

message from
the drug firms
i this advert
that appeared
in medical
journals.

dous changes in drugs and
treatment since [ left medical
schaol in 1961. To keep up to
date, | have to’ rely on
information from various
sources about what drugs are
available,

What are these sources? 4/
too often, directly or indirect-
Iy, the drug companies
themselves.

O Medical journals—aften
high-powered and don't cater
for advice to ordinary GPs.

O Drug company dinner-
film shows: four courses,
drinks and a [O-minute film
Totally unbiased, of course,
and the drug companies pay
the hill,

O Free- medical
newspapers, paid for by the
drug companies.

Robbers

O Drugcompany represen-
tatives who come to the
surgery. This is my main,
often only source of informa-
Lion,

[ get, an average, three of
four visits a week from my

rep—and  there’s a rep
allotted to every GP in
Britain. When he describes

his products. they sound
marvellous, just what's need-
ed ta cure all your patients,

They are less keen to (ell me
about the side-effects or the
cost of the drug and get
quite huffy if 1 tell them |

won'l try it, or I don't believe
in appetite suppressants or 1
think tranquillisers and anti-
depressants mask things and
don’t solve anything.

Yet rhey are the ones who
are robbing our Health Ser-
vice.

For example, there are 66
varieties of painkillers. Most
are very similar. They are
mixtures of codeine, aspirin
and paracetamol,

So when a patient comes
and says that the painkiller |
gave last month didn't work,
what flashes across my mind
but the wonder painkiller that
the drug company rep talked
about vesterday.

The same thought goes
through the minds of
thausands of GPs all over
Bnitain, They write out the
prescriptions—and the high
pressure  salesmanship  has
paid off!

Ihe reps always talk in
brand names—they're always
the easiest to remember,

And more often than not
the brand name masks
nothing but a cheap con.
They've taken a standard
drug, added to it a '3 per cent
of some new ‘wonder
ingredient” cand  lo  and
behold it’s “the Jatest advance
in medicinal care’.

The key is that it can now
be patented—and patented
drugs are not subject 1o price
control or l'l-nw('limm

As you can see from the
tables the patented drugs are
priced many times higher
than the standard
medecine—though the in-
gredients may be almost
exactly the same.

Dependence

The drug companies have
fostered a dependence on
their products which is often
an addiction. Their profits
are paid for by the NHS

They are alwavs quick to
point out that the profits
from their medicines is offset
by what they spend on
research, This 1s nonsense
The average research costs of
a drug company are only 10
per cent of total income
while advertising and promo-
tion takes 20 per cent!

The profits are fantastic. In
1972, Plizer made 103 millior
dollars profit out of 10
million dollars sales E!
Lilley made 126 million owt
820 miJhon dollar sales

No wander the NHS is ina
state of collapse!

I sometimes fecl that lama
minute part ol & gigantc
machioe. since the focus of
the drug companies is always
aon the GP, For min owur
prescriptions are the prod
for them.

You don’t need a sticking
plaster to repair the NHS
You need s scalpel
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The printworkers who ‘censor’

anti-union muck In
are

newspapers

the
striking a

greater blow for press freedom
than all the Lord Gibsons.

| The noble press gang

‘1AM PREPARED to sacrifice
the whole North of England
Newspapers Group for the
principle of freedom of the
press.’ This remark is attributed
by Darlington journalists on
strike for the closed shop to
their employer, Lord Gibson,
chairman of the huge Press

combine. the Westminster
Press.
Gibson's argument, which is

taken up by the entire Press and
television, sounds sweet, He says:
*We concede closed shops for all
newspaper workers except the
journalists. We don’t mind closed

shops for trade union purposes.
But we're opposed to a closed shop
for journalists because they might
interfere with the editors right to
publish what they want. And that’s
an interference with the Freedom
of the Press.”

The picture which people like Gibson
present, and which is widely believed
among lots of people, is of newspaper
editors freely taking their own decisions
about what goes in their papers. And
people believe that there shouldn’t be
am interference with that freedom,

But how daoes the editor get there in
the first place?

He is appointed by the newspaper
proprictor. His job is to carry out the
proprietor’s policies. Victor Matthews.,
a property speculator who bought the

Daily Express proup last week put it
I:Iunll_\

‘By and large the editors will have
complete freedom, as long as the) agree
with the policies | lay down.'

And that policy, you'll be surprised
1o hear, is # Tory policy based on the
extravrdinary  proposition  that
everything about Britain is beautiful”

Five rich men own 90 per cent of
British daily and Sunday newspapers.
They appoint the editor, who appoints
the news editor. the chief subeditor, the
night editor and so on. All these
people are responsible to the people
above them,

Their only relationship to the people
below them is to tell them what to write,
and change it if it doesn’t suit,

So @!f the pressure on what is written
and what is printed i biased towards

|

ruh and powerful men like those five
proprictors,

But surely. the defenders of the Press
reply. if newspapers are only popular
among a few rich men, they won't sell
any copies and will go to the wall,

Not so. Newspapers are financed, in
the main. by advertising. Even the
Daily’ Mirror, which sells more than
four million copies a day. géts a third of
ity revenue from advertisers,

The Financial Times, which sells less
than any other pational Fleet Street
paper, makes the biggest profit.

Why? Because it sells more advyer-
tising. And why does it sell maore
advertising? Because it sells all s
copics 1o people who have plenty of
money around to buy the goods and
services which are advertised.

So- afl the pressure on
journalists from  owners
und from advertisers, and
therefore from editors—is to

They let her in-for
the funeral!

FOR FIVE years Sri
Krishan Sharma tried
to bring his wife and
children {0 Britain
from India.

He was expelled from
Uganda by President
Amin in 1972. A British
passport holder. he came
to Britain and settied in
Hitchin, Hertfordshire.

His wife and family were
finally  allowed  into  the
country last month—for his
funeral.

Mr Sharma  became il
shortly after coming towork
in Britain, Because he was
paralysed -he couldn’t sign a

document for his wife's ad-
mittance. =

After months of exchang-
ing letters with the Home
Office. the Foreign Office
and his MP lan Stewart, the
signature was finally waived.
He was being helped by the
Executive Council for the
Welfure of Immigrants,

“At one point he was in an
awful condition. crving and
weeping and sayving he wish-
ed to see his mln and

children’ said Mr Darsham
Dey of the Executive Coun-
cil in the Hitchin Gazette,

When his condition
deteriorated seriously. his
wife was given a date for
entry to Britain,

But the family arrived too
late.

Of course, once they gol to
Fondon airport there was a
seven hour delay while of-
ficials argued with them.

Now they have to fight to
stay and work in Britain.

T WATCH OUT! There are
subversives about in our
town halls

When Hemel
Hempstead SWP held a
‘Stuff the Jubilee’ disco in
the cellars of the Old Town
Hall, the council officials
who took the baoking
didn't know the theme of
the disco. Until one of
them noticed our advert in
the local paper

Then a message was
passed down: the £17
booking fee wasn't going
inte  council  coffers
they'd made a specal
decision to sand it to the
Queen’s Jubilee Appeal
Fund.

There's subversion at
the top .

MOUNT BREAD- BIN

WHAT IS going 1o
fappes oty pile of

grain’ Answer
nothing, ft wifl sray
where 1t 1y, one of
imerica’s grain

(T [

It could. aof course, be
disiribrred to the
starving people of ihe
world, except they don't
have the money o buy
4

The American
lareners don’t wani 10
leower the price. Thai
world mean lexy profit
lor them

It's much more likel
thas if it i used. it will
(il the bellles of pigy,
cattle and pouliry, who
oai more grain in a \ear
thar human bedngs.
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S
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Hypocrisy: By royal
appointment

THE DUCHESS of
Kent, who will
produce her fourth
Royval scrounger next
February, has added
her two pennyworth to
the anti-abortion ran-
tings.

Safe in her gossamer
world of silver thread
christening gowns and
round-the-clock nannies,
HRH saw fit 1o send a
telegram 1o the
gynaccologists’  con-
ference calling for tight
controls on abortion.

Which one of her two
stately. homes was she in. |
wonder, when she sent the
telegram  waning  Ivrical
about the sanctity of human
life?

She picked a fine time to

do it of course with the
William Benyon Bill going
through Parliament and the
Roxyal Family hot into the
hreeding Season,

Come the autumn we are
going to be bombarded with
the old dewey-exed family
album shots of the Royal
new arrivaly.

Not one of them will have
had to weigh up the cost of
their bundles of joy. You and
I have taken care of that side
of things for them

Fyery child ey
is o wanted child,

I HRH  ceally believes
that “human life is sacred’
where is her concern for the
women like Margaret
MeGovern?

Margaret died in March
this  vear after taking wn

produce

overdose of gin to induce an
ahortion. She died alone at
her flat in Edgbaston, Bir-
mingham. That's what "tight
control’ un abortion means.

And it’s that sort of action
that the Benvonites will
drive more women to, if we
let them.

TIGHTENING OUR
BELTS: The National
Gallery has paid £650,-
000 for a Parmigianino
portrait which had been
onh loan to the gallery for
nine years.

The painting was sold
by the Wrotham Park
Picture Settlement.

COLUMN

THE WEST MIDLANDS
palice senior prosecuting
solicitor, Alex Nicholls,
was fined £300 with £500
costs after baing convicted
of fraud,

He was found guiity of
forging a hire purchase
document on a car.

RIGHT WING NUJ ex-
ecutive  member Jenny
Harris showed just how
deep her belief in
demaocracy really is at
Darlington last week

Journalists on the
Northern - Echo are on
strike to defend their 100
per cent post entry closed
shaop.

This policy was decided
democratically at a full
delegate meeting of the
union last year and the
executive voted to give full
support to the Darlingtan
strikers.

They have also asked
NUJ members not to supp-
ly copy to Darlington

Yet last week an article
on press freedom-—like
democracy, a subject
which eoncerns Miss
Harris deeply—appeared
in the Darlington paper
under her by-line

A story told on the
picket line at Darlington
last week illustrates the
kind of management the
NUJ members are up
against,

One journalist who has
worked for the company
on a newspaper in the
South for 30 years broke
his leg while on a job for

the paper.
The company—
Westminster Press—

have stopped his wages
after six weeks and he is
having to claim sick
benefit.

QUESTION: Why have
Wormwood Scrubs
prisaners Moody
(BO7769), Virgo (BO9288}
and Brown (BO9280) been
moved to open prisons
after only Two months,
while mast prisoners wait
years for the privilege?

ANSWER: They are three
of the policemen convicted
for corruption recently

“If you ask me they've staged an economic crisis to take
everyone's mind off the Silver Jubilee.”

write " and print  articles
which ook after the rich
minority,

The freedom to challenge
the rights of that rich minori-
1V s continually abstructed.
And the skills and im-
aginations of journalists and
photographers  are  cor-
rupted in the stampede
towards  triviality.  por-
nography and reaction.

Devoted

For twenty years former
Financinl Times journalist
Gordon Tether, wrote the
Lombard column in the
Financial  Times.  About
4000 of his columns were
printed without alteration.

In 1973, Fredy Fisher
became editor.  Fisher is
Fleet Street’s most devoted
opponent of the journalist’s
closed shop.

He regularly  sang  the
praises of the Freedom of the
Press. But he ordered Gor-
don  Tether not o write
about anything except finan-
cial matters. i

When  Tether  refused,
articles which Fisher didn’t
like, especially those which
attucked the City, Margaret
Thatcher or Richard Nixon
were kept out, Eventually,
Tether was sacked,

So the argument comes
down {o this. Who is more
likely to interfere with the
freedom of people to write
und publish what they really
think is best: men like Fredy
Fisher who'll do what their
owners want: or a collective
of all the journalists on any
paper?

Abuse

The truth is that 5 strong
journalists’ chupel, ike trade
union organisation
everywhere else in
newspapers, is a far more
powerful guarantee apainst
the abuse of Press Freedom
than is any appointed editor.

So when the printers on
the Sun or the readers on the
Sunday Telegraph or the
secrefaries on the Observer
stopped their paper printing
anti-union  muck  about
Grunwicks. they were doing
a  greater - service to the
Freedom of the Press thun
all the editors of our greatest
newspapers can ever dao.
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PAKISTAN

by NIGEL HARRIS

PRIME MINISTER Bhutto's
regime has collapsed, after four

and a
spectacular

50,000 in prison.

The mafia of the Pakistan People’s
Bhutto’s government
1971, has been overthrown.

Party,

Rhetoric

Bhutto and his cronies inherited
power from the military after the
break-up of Pakistan in 1971 and the
independent
Bangladesh out of the former East

formation of an

Pakistan.

Decorated with much
rhetoric about the socialist
revolution and the destruction
of the top capitalist families of
the country, Bhutto built as
corrupt and dictatorial a
regime as any of his military
predecessors, In the provinece
of Baluchistan, he fought a
civil war against the Baluchi
mdependence forces.

His jails overflowed, the
press and courts were terroris-
ed. Far from fghting for
socialism, his policies drove
down the living standards of
the mass of the propulation.
Any who protested  dis-
appeared into his prison.

But  enforced silence
sometimes makes dictatars
deat. They mistake the lack of
sound for enthusiastic sup-
port. That is how Bhutto came
to call a general election in

March
Rigged

Just to make sure he would
win. he tried to intimidate the
coalition of opposition par-
ties, the Pakistan National
Alliance (PNA), in the Tun-up
to the election, and then rigged
the ballot

The resulting *victory” at the
polls was his undoing. The
PNA. having raised the hopes
of millions, was now cheated
af the prize.

The millions reacted in fury.
Manths of general strikes,
street  fighting, massive
demonstrations, could not be
controlled. There was murtial
Jaw in all the main cities and
severe repression,

Bhutto could have handled
the protests of lawyers and
doctors, What he could not
stand was the explosion of
worker militancy.

It was in the industrial
districts of Karachi that the
opposition  found ity real
muscle. Here the fighting was
most severe, and the street
barricades most  persistent
The city, like Hyderabad,
Multan and Lyallpur, was
paralysed for woeks by the
stubborn courage ol factory

agitation—with
between 350 and 1,000 people
killed, and, at times, up to

since

¢ -
e

]

demonsirations which followed Bhurnio's rigged elections

workers.

The profit rate collapsed,
investment stopped, exports
dried up. The government said
it cost 60 working days or £350
million.

Arrest

Bhutto was driven 1o con-
cede, at least tormally, all the
opposition’s demands. But he
still tried ta keep the final say.
to ensure his own personal
survival.

When  the
threatened o

opposition
ntensify the

agitation, the army swittly
intervened to arrest Bautto.
his government and the PNA.

The defeat of Bhulto was a
great victory, But a military
coup is a great defeat. It
painfully shows the lack ofany
real paolitical alternative for
the warkers and peasants of
Pakistan.

It was the workers who
fought, who made the
enormous  sacrifices  re-
quired to defeat Bhutto,
but the generals have
reaped the victory.

-

A women's demonstration in Karachi confronting troops, armed with rifles and iear-gas grevades, during the Apr

Uganda: There are murders-
and executions

THE bloodthirsty acts of General Amin of Uganda are usually
good for inch after inch of column space in the popular papers.
But one of the most barbaric acts of the Ugandan dictator was

given only a single paragraph in the Daily Telegraph on Monday.

This told how workers at U'ganda’s telephone and electricity
corporations were executed for going on strike in January.

It seems that for those great defenders of ‘press freedom’, the
newspaper proprietors, the murder of a bishop or a judge is a
grave crime that deserves reporting at length, but the murder of
trade unionists is something utterly insignificant and hardly worth
mentioning.
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<% The workers fgt,
but the generals
stole their victory

A train blgzes
outside
Karachi. Steike
!-‘“"’(l‘.’.\ ser
U.".’l,".‘.' aftrer |t
tried o break a
picket line
killing two
r.':.'IA'.('(\' The
lam the
Wheels" serike
was but one of
daozens thas led
to Bhutto's
downfall,

by JAMSHED MEHTA

THE official oppositionto
Bhutto was The Pakistan
National Alliance (PNA).
This is a motley crowd of
religious bigots,
chauvinists and small
businessmen.

But 1t found itself’ giving
expression to the groundswell
of anger and resentment felt
by workers in the major citics
against Bhutto’s attempts at
cutting living standards and

undermining  trad¢  union
organisation,
After three months of

rioting, ten one-day general
strikes and S0 dead with
thousands injured, the army
chiefs staged last Tuesday's
coup in order (O pres
possible mutiny by

army

al-Hag, was promoted by
Bhutto only months ago, over
the heads of many other likely
candidates. He is known to be
a religious  fanatic, sym-
pathetic to the Jamat ¢ Istami,
which subscribes to orthodox
Islamic views and vicious
social Islamic views. and
social methods and customs

Lashes

Within a week of coming to
power, the General has had to
resolve the erisis in the only
way he and his class knew. All
trade union activity has been
declared illegal and on convic-
tion before & court martial car
lead to ten lashes or
-

yvears hard labour
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THE

taking action.

men.

I'he next day the Post
Office locked the workers out
altogether, They turned up at
Brent Trades Hall, head-
quarters of the Grunwick
Strike Committee, and asked
for temporary accommocda-
tion.

Meanwhile the executive of
the Union of Post Office
Workers decided to make up
the wages of the locked-out
postmen.

Solid

This offer was doubles
edged. It was a welcome, if
belated. token of support..

But it aiso helped 1he
execuiive (o sfem sofidariny
action by other Post Office
warkers. ;

Nevertheless, the
Cricklewood men are solid.
The Grunwick ‘jugular vein'
is no longer working.

One of the Cricklewouod
Fred Jenkins,

postmen,

The day after they were suspended they turned up for
work and tried to do their job as normal—except for
moving the Grunwick mail. But management had hidden
the Post Office van keys and sealed the pillar boxes.

Undeterred. the postmen tried to do their job on their own
hicveles and in their own cars, It was a deliberate gesture 1o
demonstrate to the public that the breakdown of postal
communications was the fault of the Post Office and not of the

SUPPORT THE GRUNWICKS PICKET LINE: 7am, every weekday,

Words fail us,
Bro.Jackson...

Why we need

mass action,
by a postman
locked out at
Cricklewood

CRICKLEWOOD postmen have been
suspended for refusing to handle Grunwick mail.
They have defied their own union executive by

Fred Jenkins: the fine words of wunton leaders like Tom

Jackson have done nothing for his fellow Cricklewoed
postmen or the Grunwicks strikers

INTERVIEW BY JOHN ROSE

spoke to Socialist Worker
about the dispute:
You have to understand
that we are subject fto
strict regulations that tend to
mould conservative habits
and outlook.

The idea that we are work-
ing for Her Majesty’s goveny
ment is inculcated into us.
Striking is ‘disgraceful’.

When 1 first joined, 15
vears apo, we were part of the
Civil Service. There were
many ex-service men. It was
almost like an extension of
the army.

Then, as ngw, there were
‘spots’ on the street. These are
individuals, unknown to us,
who check on finishing times
and generally make sure we
are doing our job,

In those days. they would
also cheek that our uniform

(next to Dollis Hill tube station).

WOMENS VOICE July issue out now!

10p a copy from your Socialist Worker seller, or 17p
by post (10 copies for £1, post free) from WV, 6
Cottons Gardens, London E2.

was in order. I you were
caught without your hat, for
example. you could lose pay.

Now they are akin to
unofficial “time and motion’
men. They are like spies.

Again, there is one-way
glass where the mail is sorted
called the ‘watching gallery’.
We are under observation
from the ‘Investigation
Branch’. We never know
when they are there.

We have all signed the
Official Seerets Act. It hangs
over vour head like a cloud.

Stoppage

Among other things: it says
words to the.effect that ‘you
cannol  communicate  to
anyone outside the office
conditions that relate to the
job.’

| remember, when [ told
my wife about how we had a
one-hour stoppage over cans
teen conditions, wondering
whether | was in breach of the
Act. 1 suppose we're all in
breach of it now!

Al thiy makes (i popular 1o
yay thet postmen are noi and
cannot be, political,

But | don’t know what this
means, The government
recently cut back expenditure
on our offices. All the propos-
ed renewal of lighting. pain-
ting of canteen, and so on was
shelved.

This was a political act. We
must  respond  politically.
Grunwick is very political,
The youngsters in particular,
understand this in our office,
The cruelty of Ward sticks in
their throat.

Struggle

I think that Grunwick has
provided a political awaken-
ing among people.a new class
consciousness.

We are  witnessing  the
rebirth of mass action. The
leaderships of the trade un-
ions and the Labour Party
hate this. But it is their fault.

If their words could have
won the Grunwick dispute
then the struggle would have
been won months ago. But

they didn't,

Mass action s frowned
upon almaost as though it was
foreign to our movement,
Nothing could be further
from the truth,*

It's funny. See that old

iano in the corner? 'm sure
it wus here when | vsed to
come to socialist Sunday
school as a boy at this Trades
Hall in the Thirties.

. It is an odd link between
then and now, We seem to
have lost much of our tradi-
tion. Active involvement of
large numbers of ordinary
people was taken for granted
in those days.

I remember when the coun-
cil cleared the traders off
Kilburn High Road. Hun-
dreds of workers took part in
a protest demonstration at
the old Willesden Town Hall.
Police had 1o evict them,

Shouting

{ recall the election cam-
paign for o local Labour MP,
Muaurice Orback. You
couldn’t get near the count,
The school and vard were
packed solid

There was a demonstration
over the Spanish Civil War.
People were shouting about
arms to defend the Spanish
working class from the
Fascists. The Tory candidate
needed police protection. The
crowd really hated him.

Feelings on issues like this
ran very high in those days.
There was nothing wrong
with that, Collective
demaonstrations of anger huve
always fuclled our move-
ment.

We should never be afraid
of the way our movement is
smeared, The Daily Herald
used to be denounced by the
other side in the way the
Morning Star and the
Socialist Worker are today.

I always say to myself: if
wanting a  decent  home,
schools, hospitals, life, means
deseribing  myself  as  a
socialist or cnmmunisl.’
then 1 plead guilty.

THIS YEAR's TGWU
Delegate Conference
was historic. It was the

last conference as General
Secretary. For five years he
has made the running in
TUC collaboration with
first the Tory government
under Heath, then with the
Labour government since
1974.

Now the rank and file
delegates at the TGWU's own
conference have decisively
rejected Jones'

collaborationist approach on
wages.

Things in the TGWU will
never be the same again. The
General Secrelary designate,
Moss Evans, watched stony-
faced as delegates rejected
Jones' impassioned plea for
unily behind the Labour
government.

Evans was elected on a
minority vote with a massive
anti-Social Contract vote be-
ing split between other can-
didates. Tommy Riley, the
rank and file candidate who
came fifth in that election, told
Socialist Worker:

‘The vote today was great.
We've waited for years for this.
Now we're going to have to
fight to win the election of all
our.officials.’

The vote on Wednesday 6
July was only the stari
Socialist Workers Party
members and supporters in
the TGWU are invited to
discuss where next for the
TGWU at a meeting In
Manchester this Saturday (16
July).

NO-ONE ON THE LEFT predicted
victory. The Jones appeal for loyalty
has always worked before. But the
impossible happened.

Some 40 speakers went to the rostrum. As
Wednesday morning went on, more and more
speakers inveighed against the Social Contract until
the point was reached when Jack Jones prompted
the chairman to appeal for speakers who would
support the exscutive.

Supporters of an ‘orderly return' to free, collective
bargaining -a Phadse 3 by another name—argued that
inflation would get worse, that the lower-paid would
suffer, that the only alternative was Margarel Thatcher.

The mover of the resolution, la, predicted, for instance, that
‘the rat race situation created by the workers would create a
situation where there wasn't cnough 1o keep a tat alive’.

Jack Jones developed the
theme: “If at this Conference
you defeat 1a, you will make
our troubles ten times worse,
yes, for vears to come’, This

SOCIAL CO

first time the General
Secretary and ex- o
ecutive have been
defeated on major o
policy. :
It was also Jack Jones'

The historic vote: out goes the Social Contract ...

produced a wave of heckling.
“To talk about unfettered
bargaining to me is reminis-
cent of unfettered capitalism,
We have gol to protect the
weaker members of our socie-
v, said John Webb, from the
union’s south east region,
seconding the motion.

AMAZED

‘la  reflects  realism,
relevance responsibility . . .
the slanderous statcments
being made here today about
the Labour government sre

almost unbelievable’,
declared Albert Bull from
Bath.

Then Jones again: ‘I am
amazed at  the various
criticisms of the government
and the TUC. Do you im-
agine that we onthe TUC and
on this platform  would
deliberately maintain a policy
of lowering living standards.

This was greeted with shouts
of ‘Yes'

‘Our  policy’, continued
Jon&s. ‘is to keep the ship
afloat and not to let it go
down. We should be deter-
mined to mamntain  the
Labout governrment  warts
and all.’

The supporiers of  the
successful  resolution  were
bitrer and angry. Speaker
Sfoliowed speaker making the
same point.

“We must decide whether
the trade union movement
will walk tall or whether the
long retreat of the last three
vears i3 to continueg’, said
Danny Harris, the mover of
1b, a London lorry driver and
& Labour councillor.

Bernard Pitson, the Welsh
delegate who moved support
for the Social Contract twe
years ago, told Conference he
had changed his mind,

Tom Moare, a meatworker

— 5

STEVE JEFFERYS REPORTS F

at FMC Newry in Northern
Ireland, snnounced that his
firm had increased profits by
560 per cent over the last year.

'But taday the only beef I'm
likely to get is when I'm
mvited to the Lord Mayor's
batl®

AUDACITY

Eric Porter, a shipyard
worker from
Middieshorough, pointed out
that ‘even in the bad old days
Oliver Twist had the audacity
to ask for more. On reflec-
tion, if he had asked for less
there'd have been no story.”

Wilf Edwards, a building
worker from Gorton in
Manchester, held up a copy
of the TGWU Record for
July 1975, The headline was:
Price Control: the number
one priority

He asked ‘ls there anyone
in this hall who can put his



| <

(TRACT:

a 2—1 majority

Lon his heart and say
control has been the
ber one priority””
ivia Greenwood, a Shet-
engineering  worker,
*I've eaten two-thirds of
udding. And it’s given
poisoning. If 1 eat a
piece it would kill me
ck Smith., from
bank. spoke w the
puid workers: "I vou
£20, we lower paid
rs can argue for £15
vou setile for L5, we
get any more than

nis Kelly, a Liverpool
, said: “The lower-paid
‘ve got no muscle, But
e got guts. The
cks workers haven't
y muscle, but by God
e gol guts.’

¢ lunch, Jack Jones
for 33 minutes. But the
phere  hadn't cooled.
s desperate

VIOLISHED
£ HOUSE

‘What does la mean? That
we keep our agreement under
Phase 2 and then return to
free, collective bargaining.
I'he issue betore us is whether
we maintain our word,”

Voting followed on the two
crucial resolutions, la, the
executive council resolution,
was defeated by a 60 to 40
margin, and 1b was then
carried by 2 to 1,

Cheering delegates danced
in the aisles,

This victory doesn't mean
the battle i1s over. Jones will
continue to manoeuvre, The
test is how the victory is put
Into practice - with new wage
claims

[0 Soclalist Worker calis
for

Claims for a minimum
£15 across the board from
1 August.

No time limit 1o any
agreement

No productivity strings

-

%
-
L

Vig 2 Sen

o

Tommy Riley:
‘We've waited years for this®

Sylvig Greenwood

Will | get paid my
dole money?

Before you go on the
march just tell the dole
office you are going on the
march and ask for a
holiday form. You will get
your money paid to you as
normal.

What about food
and
accommodation?

The marchers will be
sleeping in big tents we
have hired. All food will be
provided free to all
marchers, We will be
collecting the money from
trade unienists up and
down the country.

What sort of
entertainmentis laid
on?

Big dances and discos are
being organised for every
town we will be in_Several
punk rock, rock and reggae
bands have already
offared their services.
While we are telling them
that we’'ve got the right to
work we’'ll make sure we
have a good time, It will all
be free for the marchers.

THE STRUGGLE to get
a anti-Social Contract
resolution allowing new
claims to operate from 1
August was not easy.

An initial Broad Left
meeting on Saturday decided
to support resolution 43
calling for a ‘return to un-
fettered collective hargain-
ing’, without specifying =
date.

But then another meeting
took place, organised by the
London Docks branch,
Delegates there insisted on
something stronger.

Finally a joint meeting
took place on Monday night
and it was eventually agreed
that the words ‘by August 1
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THE BATTLE
BEHIND
THE SCENES

1977 would be included.

Members of the Com-
munist Party, Socialist
Workers Party and the
Labour Party. as well as
unaffilisted militants, were
involved in these moves.

So when Harry Urwin tried
to persuade supporters of
resolution 43 to agree with
the executive’s composite la
this was rejected out of hand.
The amended resolution 1bh
stood and was carried:

That this Conference
considers that the con-
straints placed upon union
negotiators during recent
years have failed to solve
the basic problems facing
the country.

The undue emphasis

aced upon wage levels as

ing a major source of
inflationary pressure has
now been totally disprov-
ed, and conlinued
adherence 1o present
policies will only aggravate
the chronic crisis of un-
employment.

Conference calls for a
return to unfettered collec-
tive bargaining as from 1
August 1977, so that this
union can fulfil the objec-
lives contained in our
rules, ‘maintaining and
Improving of the just and
proper hours of work, rates
of wages . . .'

The build-up to the big vote

DAY ONE—Monday—
saw the full-time officials
get a real roasting from
the 1150 delegates as point
after point was raised on
the annual report.

Dave Patcham from the
Midlands challenged Mick
Martin, the Public Services
Group National  Officer.
about the disgraceful refusal
of the TGWU to support the
joint campaign against the
cuts run by other public
service seclor unions.

Defend

Martin replied; *We've got
to be honest. Local
authorities _and the health
service have got a bit over-
bureaucratic. That's why we
don't go along with the
propaganda campaign.
We've taken the line of
defending our members.'

Jock  Smith, Clydebank
local government worker,
wis given a tremendous checr
when he answered back: *“Had
it been a Tory Government

WE'LL WIPE THAY

SMILE OFF YOUR

Harry Urwin:
half-hour appeal

that implemented some of
these mceasures we  would
have torn up the park.’

Jack Jones himself had 1o
intervene fo save Martin from
further pressure.

But another delegate still
got up and forced Martin to
admit at the TGWU had anly
called seven official strikes
against the cuts so far.

On Tuesday, the at-
mosphere  at  Conference
sharpened

Harry Urwin, deputy

general secretary, made a
halt-hour appeal on behalf of
the Labour government in

Join the Right to Work
March

Liverpool
to
Blackpool,

£

Wih thanks to
TEMPORARY
HOARDING

replying 1o an angry depate
on unemployment,

That afternoon came the
first sign that delegates might
totally reject the Social Con-
tract,

A pious resolution on the
35-hour week was challenged
by a call from the lLondon
docks and from an ACTS
branch in York. They
demanded official support
for all fighting for the 35-hour
week and for a recall con-
ference next year 1o review
progress in the light against
uncmployment. Jones called
this resolution ‘divisive'.

But one third of the Con-
ference then went and voted
for it

Joxce: Garner, from
Yardlevs,  Basildon, told
delegates about their equal
pay strike.

‘We got support from the
CP and from IS (SWP), But
we didnt get support from
our officials.’

She wound up with a
reference to the £15 payment
made to the scabs at Yardleys
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North East

TEESSIDE: Any unemployed
members with bme an their rands
gentiy needed 1o help build Sacatist
workers Party on Tessside. Pranp
Alan Bocreil, Middlesborough 36474

HARTLEPOOL Scocalist Workers
Party public mesating Tha Case for
Socithsm Speaker Faul Foot
Wednasday 20 Juwy, 7.30pm, The
Royal pub. Church Streel

Humberside

HULL Souialist Workaers Party public
meeting Lenr . Speaker Tony Chiff
Fnday 15 July. Bpm, George Strroat,
Hul Admizsion 10p

HULL Socwbkst Workers Party day
school: Saturday 1€ July. 11 30am
onwards,  YP Gearge Street
Spegear  Tany CWff. Sessions on
Fasosm -ard the pelincs af the
Natanal Frane, Fastern Europe - the
workers hghr tack Admisson 10p

HUlL SOcialisT BOOKS, 238
Sprngbank, Hull  Open  10am
53CpMm Monday 10 Saturgay

Yorkshire

LEEDS Sociuiist Workers Party new

mambars’ meetings: A sanies ol
farimghtly  discussion me
T ays. Bpn, Leads Trades
C %, Savile Mount, Chapaltowr

Raad
8 July tretard s thare 8 solu
nor? Speaker Frad Milson

AOTHERHAM Socialist Workers
Party mpets every Thursday 7 30pm
High House nub, Sha HIlL Al
weleome

PONTEFRACT Soclalist Warkers
Party public  maetm Why you
shou! ba 8 soclalist gceukcr Paul
Foot.  Thursday 21 Bpm,
Pontetract Tawn Hall

July,

BRADFORD Sacialist Workers Par
ty public mesting Grunwicks—1ne
lessens far alf workess. Frday 15 Judy,
7 30pm Texhle Hal

BAADFORD Socislist Workers Par-
ty ask all readers to support their
paper sate, in face of Increasing NF
pressnce. Saturdays. 2om-4pm, Tha
Preconet dust outsice W M Seniths
bockshop!

LEEDS STUDENTS: Will any
member of supporter of the SWP
coming 1o study at a college in or
atound Laeds pleasa contact 5 Smith,
2 Chestnut Ave, Leads 6. 85 soon as
passible

North West

MERSEYSIDE Soclalist Workers
Party day school: Why we need a
ragnk and file” moyement Speaker
Tony Ol Sessions on organising in
your workplace, factory bulleting, eic
Sunday 17 July, 11am-530pm
Starley House, Upper Parliament
Siwraet. Liverpool B. Creche available
All merseyside S\WP members to
attanc—50p unemployed, 20p
students and unemalayed

HULME and MOSS SIDE Socialist
Workers Party meets every Thursday
ar Grants Arms, Rayce Road, apposite
St Wilrads Schaol (speakar alternate
Thursdays)

14 July Rape Speaker
lohnsan

Maxine

WYTHENSHAWE Socialist Workers
Party  meetings:  Fortrgnity.  on
Wedneszzays, &ma‘l RAuoam
Wyttansnaws Cemmunity Associn
non, Fortway, Woodhouse Park

CREWE Socialist Workers Party
row meets svery Thursday, Spm The
Ange’ Hated
cantre), Noa-members welcome

r----_

Victorie Stresl own .«

Socialist Worker public meetings

[ Send notices—to reach us first post Monday—to What's on SW, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

WHICH
ROAD

70
SOCIALISM?

f

e

WALTHAMSTOW: A
debate between South
Essex Communist Party
and Outer East London
Socialist Workers Par-

ty.

Thursday 21 July, 8pm,
Ross Wyld Hall ([corner of
Hoe Street and High
Street), Walthamstow,
London E17. Everyone
welcome to come, listen
and join in debate

&

(UL . deteans

_—
East Anglia

LINCOLN Socislist Workers Party
public meeting: The Casa for
Sactalism Spaaker: Tony Cliff. Thuss-
day 21 July, 8pm, Mary-de Wigford
Church Hall, St Mary's Street

IPSWICH Socialist Workars Party

IPSWICH Socialist Workers Party
jumble sale: Saturday 16 July,
2.300m Al Halliows Hall, Landsaar
Aaad. fpswich, Suflolk

South East

OXFORD Socu!in Workers Party

presents an evening of "
entertainment:  Festuring  CAST
socialist theatre graup with Sam the
Man, ther comic tragedy about the
sad times of 3 Jeft-wing Labour MP.
Also folk music, food, bar till 11.30pm
and disco Saturdsy 16 July, Bpm,
Gardiners Arms, Bishops Hill. Admis
sion £1 |claimants and OAPs 50p)

IPSWICH Socialist Workats Party
public meeting: Why you should be 8
socialist. Speaker  John Desson
Wadnesday 20 Jluy, 8pm, Siation
Hoted, Burrell Road

ELY Socialist Waorkers Party public
meeting: The Socialst Fight ageinst
tha Cits. Speaker. John Ure. Friday
15 Jisly, 8pm, Ely Maltings

BECCLES, HALESWORTH and
LIESTON distngt branch of the
Socialist Workers Party in Suffalk
now formed Datails, contact SWP

Nationa! Office, 6 Conons Gargens
Lonzon E2

gs Fortnightly, i
Thursdays, 7.30pm, The Greynound
{by bus staton)

28 July Women, equal pay, and
housewark

CRAWLEY Soclislist Workers Party
discussion meetings: Foctnightly on
Thursdays. 8pm, Brewery Shades,
High Street All readers and sup-
paciers welcome,

14 July What is capitalism?

238 July, Capaalsm In crsis

SOUTH HERTS Womens Voice
public meeting: Rape—is there any
wstice for women? Wednesday 20
July. Beahwe Pub {off London Road)
St Aibans 8 0Opm

London

WEST MIDDLESEX Soclalist
Workers Party discussion maetings:
Fortnightly, on Tuesdays, 7 45om.
The Grifin. 57 Brook Street, Brent-
ford

26 July. Wnhy we
revalutionary socialist party

need a

ISLINGTON COUNCIL WORKERS

Sociallst Workers Party discussion *

meeting: China  Speaker.  Nera
Carlin. Thursday 14 July, 6.15pm,
Bread and Roses, 316 Upper Street,
Ltondon N1

LEA VALLEY Socilist Workaers
public meeting: Workers
revolution—what doss it really maan?
Speaker Tony CUI Wednesday 20
July, 8pm, West Green Library, Vin-
cert Road (ot Wast Green Rdl London
N5 [Turnpike Lane Tube)

SOUTH LONDON SocialistWorkars
Party public masting: Education—
social service of social aparessian?
Speakers. Rick Noss (NUT|and 8 local
primary sctcol teacher. Thursday 14
July, 7.3Cpm._ Tha Wheatsheasf (op-
posite Teoling Bec tuba |

NORTH LONDON WOMENS
VOICE Public Meeting: RAPE—IS
THERE ANY JUSTICE FOR WOMEN?
British justica recantly decided that &
Guardsman s career was morp impor
tant that the viclous horrentous
attack bha carrad out on & young
womasn,

Alson Kirtan (NUT|, opens the
discussion on the ways the faw
discriminates against womean  Mon-
duy 18 July, 8pm, The Beshwve Pub,
Stoneleign  FRoad, Tottenham N17
(naarest tube Seyen Sestersy. If yau
would like to coma and have babwysit-
ting groblems, plegse phore Mandy
on §07 8067 or Di on 348 2041

SOUTH LONDON Right to Work
Campaign/-Women s Voice
presents Whisthing a1 Milestones’, a
play by Alex Glasgow. parformad by
Pirale Jenny. about unemployment in
Jarrow between the wars Thursday
14 July, 7.30 Stockwell Hall, Brixton

MERTON Soclalist ‘Workers Party
public meeting On tha dole with
Labour. Wednesaay 20 July, Bpm, The
Victory pub. coposita Collwrs Wood
tube.

CROYDON Socialist Workers Party
public meetings: All 4t Ruskin MHouse
starting at Bpm

Thursday 14 July. The Communest
Party in Industry Speaker Alsstair
McSwean

Tuesday 19 July Class and State
Speaker: Danny Philips

Thursday 21 July: Socislist
Worker—a workers paper Speaker
Jean Greay

C HELP SELL SOCIALIST WORKER
Saturdays, 11am, Whitgift Centre, by
Burtons!

LAMBETH Socialist Workers Party
meeting: Workers  Struggles  n
Eastern Europe. Bpim, Right to Work
Centre. 21 Mayall Road, Brixtan SW2
July 21

BRENT Womaens Voice public
maeeting: Rape—is thare any |ustice
for waman? Alison Kirton wail lead the
discussion, Thursday 21 July
7.30pm, Brant Worren's Centre, 138
Minet Avenwa, Londan NW10 |near
Harlesden staton)

MEETING FOR ALL ITALIAN

AEVOLUTIONARIES IN LONDON:

An Infroguct:on 10 the politics of the

Socialist Workers Party, w ltaban,

Monday 18 July, 7pm, Right ta Weork

ge‘gw‘ 21 Mayall Road, Brixton
)

SW Notices

WITNESSES to any incsdant or
arrest of comrades on the Lewisham
21 Demo, 2 July, please contact Box
KX, B Cottans Gardens, Landon E2Z

TWO SWP MEMBERS. plus chile,
urgentiy need accomoedation n Lon-
don  Scuth East area if possible.
Phane 01-870 2844, evenings

0 One copy for S50p

many lives.

We do not have to spend the rest of
our lives, and leave our children to
spend the rest of their lives, wrestling
in the struggle against a mean and
despotic ruling class.

Society ¢can be changed, but only if
masses of working people abandon the
rotten shipwreck of the ‘leave it to us’
reformers, and commit themselves to
change from below.

This pamphlet puts our case. Will

vou read it?

Please send me

We socialists are not fanatics or time
servers, We are socialists because we
see the prospect which life holds out
for all working people.

We want the commitment of
workers who laugh and live and want
to end the wretchedness and despair
which shuts love and laughter out of so

--------------------
. . copies of
WHY YOU SHOULD BE A SOCIALIST at

O Five copies for £2
1 One copy of the book, plus Socialist Worker each week for the next two months for £1.50

--J

Please ok appropoate box - ali prices include postage '

e ose £

orders made payable

_{cheques and posial ]
to SW Distributors please), ]
tesiirseisesiireiiees . +SEND THIS SLIP TO: SW Distributors,

6 Cottons Gardens, Londoi, E2. I

T L pep i ——————

WEEKEND SCHOOLS
FOR NEW MEMBERS
Discussions on
The Roots to Reformist
Politics
The Communist Tradition
Stalinism and Anti-
Stalinism
Revolutionary Politics
Today

LEEDS: Weekand 30-31
Deractor. Frad Miltsom
BIRMINGHAM: Weakend 13-14
August. Director: Shedy McGregor,
LONDON: Weekend 4
Spatember. Director; Fred Lindop
J Fee £1. Accommadation provid
ad. Opan 1o all mambars of cne
year's standing or ass All tistricts
10 send Students

WRITE TO: Pete Fysh, 6
Cottons Gardens, London
E2. Details will be sent
individually.

0200508000900 80C

STUFF THE JUBILEE badges
posters and stickers still available
The Queen and  olnar  royal
SOFOUNGArS  are  visiing  Varaus
lowng  anocting  theaughout  the
surrmer—make sure they gel the
welcome hey desarwa' BADGES
20p each, 10 for €1.50. 80 far £7,
100 far £132 POSTERS |Spot the

Juby

Scraungert 30 for £1 |plus S0p
postagel, 100 for £3 |pluy £3
posiagel. STICKERS [eight

s Merent designs|. BOO for £1.50
iplus  B0p- postage)l  Cash  wath
ceders ta SW Hecordings. Corbndge
Works, Corondgne Crescent, Londan
EZ BD5

to ITALY. SPAIN,
FRANCE or SCANDINAVIA. this
summer? On Sawrday 16 July,
1.30pm - 5pm, Students Unwon, LSE,
Algwych, Landan WC2 [nearest xub_es
Tample and Halborn| wea are ceganis:
ing discussions with membears of the
SWP Intersational Committea an the
sitpation in these countnes. Details,
contact SW  International  Depart-
ment, 6 Cottons Gardens, London E2
iphone 01.73% 1878

Are you goi

BOOKMARKS BOOKLIST
1977/ 78 now out! It hsts hundreds -
of books of inforest fo SoCialsts,
ranging from novels ta Marxist ineory.
sexual politics 1o science tiction,
childran's books to Rosa
Luxemburg—all in print and avallable
Send large stamped, addvessed
anyelope o Bookmarks, 2656 Seven
Sisters Road, London 4

Socialist Worker needs a smooth
efficient RECEPTIONIST, ex
pecienced in typing, filing. and other
office work. Reply 1o Mel Norris,
Corbrdge Warks, Corbrxdge Crascent,
London £2 (phone 01.735 1413

July issue of FIGHT, the paper of the
Sacialist Worker Youth Movement,
out now. Artles on Out of Schaol,
Qut of Wark. Job Craation Right ta
Waork March. NUSS. Lewisham 21
and much, much more Single copy 5p
plus 6'%p postage Oroers over 10
post frae. sale or return. From 64
Queen St Glasgow C1 (phane 041

221 3426

i

ME STICKERS:
FLA Flamea, 6 Cottons

100 far 25p

fram [ Gardens,
London £2
WANTED! A DUPLICATOR for

Alloa SWP. Phone Jim Tiarnay. Allon
723304, 85 800N a3 pOssible

CHINGARI, paper of the SWP in
Urdu—latest issue now out, Articlas
an Revoluton in Pakistan, Grunwecks,
Intian  elections, Sacal  Contract
phase 3, Altvon Bottles dispute. 5p a
copy (plus postagel from Chingari, §
Cotions Gardens, London E2.

Middle-aged couple, SWP
members, i ill-health and fecing
aviction, URGENTLY NEED AC-
COMMODATION ANYWHERE IN
LONDON: Pigase comact as soon as
possible Victor and Sylvia Killick, 13
Saverus Road, London SW11 [phana
01.228 8108)

HOLIDAY IN THE LAKES? Vacan-
cies for comrades inthe South Easton

« the Grays SWP Backpacking Week in
the Lakes, 7-14 August, £15 for seat
in minibus, supply your own food and
muipment, Ring Lioned Sims, Grays
Murrock 31200

COMING TO NELP IN
SEPTEMBER? Please nontact Elaine
wnd Jar, 976 Cranbrcok Road, ifard,
Fasax (phone 01 554 85911

Comi to NORTH LONBON
POLYTECHNIC in the au n?
Pegsa contact Tony or Kate on 01-607
3279 (daytime)

CYPRIOT WORKER- - latest issuse
naw out. in both Greek and Turkish
Arnecles on dlegal workers, cuts In
nospilats, workers umity of Greekand
Turkish Cypriuts, deportations, poboe
~arassimant, the siruggle agsinst the
Nationa! Front and news from Cyprus
10 copies lor £1. from Cypriot Warker,
2/n 265 Seven Sisters Road, Londor
N4

SOCIALIST
from

INTEANATIONAL
NEWSPAPERS  available
Bookmarks:
L'ETINCELLE (France)
fayvolution, weekly.
LUTTE QUVRIERE |France) weekly
SOZIALISTISCHE 3
ARBEITERZEITUNG (Garmany) foct
nughily,

I'HE BATTLER |Australial manthly
WORKERS' ACTION {Canadal manth-

formerly

f
;'HE WORKER {ireland] monthly
SOCIALIST WORKER |USA| monthly.
WORKERS' POWER {USA) will con-
tinue 1o be avaitable

Subscription “rates: £175 n
cluding postage for 10 issues of any
paper. Send to BOOXMARKS, 265
Seavan Sisters Road, London N4

Action in

the unions

TGWU: Mesting for all SWP
members in the Transport and
General Warkers Union., Saturday 16
July, 1pm-5 30pm, TU Books, 260
Deansgate, Manchester 3 Repari-
back from Baennigl Conferanca,
future TGWLU wark

ASTMS Meeting far all SWP

membars in the white-coilar warkers”

union ASTMS. Saturday 23 July, 1pm
5 30am . Lonaan

NALGO: Canfersnce for aff SWP
members in NALGO. Saturday 16
July, 10.30am, Theatre 1, Chapman
Building, Unwersity of  Satford,
Manchestar and Sunday 17 July,
Students Union, University Housa,
Urversity of Saltorg Disca an Satur-
dav nght  Accemmedaton  phong
Dave Gibson, Bolton 33699 (home)

LEGALISED
TERROR—THE
PREVENTION OF
TERRORISM ACT: A
pamphlet, written
by Steve Berry {(SWP
Irish committee), 10p 8
copy {plus Bp postage)
from SW Distributors, 6
Cottons Gardens, Lon:
don E2. More than 10
copies, post free

A book that maps the

fantastic changes in
Africa, changes that
affect the whale world
system—and the world
struggle for socialism,

£2.22 including postage.

PLUTO PRESS, Unit 10
Spencer Court,
Chalcott Road, London
NW1

MEETING FOR ALL AGITPROP ACTIVISTS in and
« around the Socialist Workers Party: Theatre, films,
music, posters, recordings, writers—how can we put
across our politics more imaginitively? The success of
Rock Against Racism, the Stuff the Jubilee campaign,
the punk rock protest, show people are open to our
ideas—if we can express them in their terms. And what
can the SWP do to help the small initiatives that don’t
have the power of MGM, EMI or the Arts Council
behind them? Saturday 23 July, 11am onwards, Red
Studio, 41 Great Windmill Street, London W1 (Piccadil-
ly Circus tube). Pooled fare system. Inquiries, accom-
maodation, phone Pete Marsden, 01-739 9043.

DOWN THE ROAD

UNEMPLOYRENT AND THE FIGHT FOR TRE RIGHT TO WORK
Soroh Cox emd Ruhert Golden

DOWN THE
ROAD-—-
Unemploy-
ment and

: the Fight for
the Right to
. Work. 132

. pages of

. arguments,

. facts, poems

The authors
. are giving
~ their
royalties’' 1o
the Right to
Work Cam-
L paign.

£1.50, plus 17p postage, from the Right to Work
Campaign, 265a Seven Sisters Road, London N4,

NOTICES AND MEETINGS

Notices for this column
must be posted to arrive by
first post the Monday before
publication. We cannot take
them over the phone Send
CASH WITH COPY (10p a
waord) to Classified. Socialist
Woarker. Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London
£2 805 No invorces can be
sent
SOUTHERAN AFRICA
SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN Red

pens: 10p each, plus lOy postage
110 for £1) from SASC. 21 Mayall
Road. London SE24.

Three Batfast mothers expose army
brutality: Mothers of threa boys, all
hilled by the Britssh army, demand
opean Inguiries and justica, Come and
hear them condemn army brutality,
Public mesating. Tuesday 19 July
7.15pm NUFTO Hsll, Jockeys Fralds
loft Thaobaids Road) (Tube: Holbarn

buges 19, 38, 22) Other speakers

Pat: Arrowsmith, Ernse  Roberts,
Jonathan Rosanhead [BSSRSY, Joan
Maynard MP, Adnian Mitchell, Mar-

nin Ennals |Amnesty internstional)

Meeting of the ACTSS Legasl
Waorkers Branch, for all workers in
solicitors  olfices.  Wednesday 20
July, 6.30pm, Transport and General
Union  Meadguarters, 203 North
Gower St. London NW1 (Warren Si
fube)

N

SUPPORT THE GRUNWICK
STRIKERS: Stckers, 100 for
20plinc pastage) from Grunwick
stickers, 10 Fairclough Straet,
Londen E1. Proceeds ‘o
Grunwick strike fund.

L

1

ALL-WALES CONFERENCE
AGAINST RACISM: Ssturday 25
July, 9am-1pm. Temple of Peaca,
Cathays Park, Cardiff Spagkers
include Joe Lester, Or Dipak Aay.
Organised by Welsh Commirtes
Against Racism For detalls. phone
Jahn Davies, Machen 650,
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EVERYONE  has
now heard of the
National Associa-
tion For Freedom.

But, Grunwicks
apart, what are they
really about?

You can get some idea
from a recent book by
their director, Robert
Moss. The title, The
Collapse of Democracy™,
just about sums it up. But
Mr Moss has to bore us
for 230 pages nonetheless:

The first chapter is what he
thinks & '‘Communist’ Britain
in the 19805 would be like, He
presents @ picture al the
Soviet  Union today. only
exaggerated, From then an,
the baok reads like i National
Frant policy statement

Useless

Moss is worned about the
growth of trade union power
He says it 1y ‘campatibie with
a [ree saciety only if it s
subject  to  the following
limitations. same of which
were emboded in the In-
dustrial Relations Act’

He then names the
aloresaid  limitations which
it be summarised as

3 The right to scab

[ The right tastrike excep!
mn vital and pohitical disputey
iwho decides what's vitaland
what's political”y

[ The postal ballot

These would make rrade
uriony  demaocratio,  respecs
table, compatibie with a 'free
vocieny - and  also  totalls
wselesy.

Apparenthy  Ireedom ol
choice is also being taken

DOES

I JOINED the lLabour
Party several years ago
because | believed that
socialism was ‘morally’
right.

I believed in  working
through the labour Party
and  our ‘democratic
parlismentary  system’
towards socialism. and 1
became @ keen Tribune sup-
porier,

I opposed the idea of
revolution because | wronglhy
belicved it meant the violent
seizure of power by a minori-
1y who would try to impose
socialism apgainst the wishes
of the majority.

This view is held, unfor-
funately, by most people, and
we should make every effort
1o show that we are fighting
for the revolution of the
mujority . which would fead to
more demacracy, not less.

ave got
a hig
future

linedup
- for us...

By
TONY
McGHEE

away, by governmems and
councrilors who are veering
left at an alarming rate,

True economic democriacy
menns freedom of access. (o
employment. housing. educa
tion ele’. says Moss.

What: you may ask.
happens it voudoen'thaveany
maney”!

Ah. that's the good thing
about Ireedom. as least you
have the chelee, Whether yvou
can alford it or not s rrele-
vam

Freedom  of  choice 1
alright as long as it for our
rulers and as long as we stay
inside the rules they set torus

Step outside those ruies
and  vou're destroving
freedom and democracy —Lhe
Ireedom, for instance. ol
NAFF to support and bolster
the  disgusting  regime ol
South Atrica and the hikes ol
Grunwicks  boss
Ward

4 ftar crv o from  Moss's
faniast iy the realiy of our
demuocracy descrihed in The
Technoios of Polisival Con-
trof®,

Instead of subversion and
anarchy ¢reeping into aur
‘Yreesociety, there iy plenty ol

S ——

* The Coblapse of
Demacracy. v Robert Muoss
fAbhacuy) £1.30: The
Technelagy of Political Con-
ired, by Ackrovd, Muargolis,
Rinenhead and  Shallice
(Pelican) £1.20), inc. postage
fram- Boakmarks, 265 Seven
Sisters Road. London, N4.

CGeorge

Sengeed poner o the sireeis

oy

Mins: NAFES

fog) e

evidence ta show we could
have an authoritarian state to
cope with.

Take the example of
Joseph McKearvey whao, on
discovering three soidiers had
broken into his Belfast attie
to keep watch on the nearby
Sinn Fein HQ, was promptly
and legadly arrested undes
Scetion 17 of the 1973
Emergency Powers Act

Armed

We  never stop  hearing
abaut the ensis. But we Know
that for capitalism to restore
anomy inevitably
ne a reduction in the
ving  standards” of  the
working-class.

I'his cauges resentment and
hitterness  which leads to
industrial disputes

I'herelore capitabism
prepares tsedl for a possible
profonged period of clasy
conlrontation

The first method of dealing

it the winrkers

with this is, @s the example of
Jaseph  McKearvey shaws,

repressive legisiation, Other

cxamples of this e the
Presention of Terrorism Act
ind  the Bad Debt Act
(brought in  during the
Catholic  rest  strike  in
Narthern  Lieland)  which
meins thal anvone owing
mongs to central or focal
goverament eould have their
social securiy stopped.

Ihe second precaution the
ruling class take peains
insurrection s 1o mnvolyve and
develop the armed forces in
political situations.

Examples ol this are the
mock rot contrpl exereises
which trainee officery gér a1
Sandhurst, the ‘securily’ exer-
cises at " Heathrow. and the
use Ol troops a8 strike-
hreakers during the Glasgow
dustmen’s dispute ol Apri
19735

The book guotes [rom the
army’s theoretical material
and cxamines 1t in detasl It
discusses 1o what eatent ‘law
intensity operations’  lake
place in Britain now and how
successiul they would bein i
state of armed msurrection of
civil war,

Apart from the Territorial
Army,  police. Special
Branch. MI5. M6, National
Data Banks and so on, the
technolegy of nat control, or
even population control, s
astounding, Everyvthing from
bugging devices and CS gas
to torture

By PHILLIP WEBSTER, BLACKBURN SWP

It soan becane obviouy o
me that  our  Cdemocralic
svsiem’ wWas o nol. N
demovratic afier all

The power of the capitalist
class is far greater than that of
Parliament. The capitalists
have cconomic power (runs
on the £). ideological power
{control over people’s minds
via their control of the media
and education) and ultimate-
Iy they will use force if
negessary. as  they did in
Chile.

‘CENTRISTS’

This realisation of the
capitalists’ power, combined
with a continuing suspicion
of “reyolution’, led me, as it
has led others, info what

Murxists call the ‘centrist’
camp,

Centrists, such as those
connected with the Institute
for Workers Control, argue
that socialism cun be achiev-
ed via Parlimment if limited
extea-Parliamentary action is
tuken by the working-class in
support of left” MPs.

It involves  hovering
between reform and revolu-
tion and only delays the
choice  hetween  the two,
When the crunch comes.
putential revolutionaries will
be herded back into the
reformist camp by the centrist
leaders.

Eventually, through
reading and t1alking (o
members  of  the  Socialist
Workers Party (af that time,

the International Socialists),
I came 1o see that socialist
revalution  could  only  be
achieved by the mass action
of the working-class from
below,

I hate the idea of violence,
but | came to sec that any
violence in_ the revolution
would largely be cuused by
reactionaries  opposing  the
revolution,

NUCLEAR

In any case, Hustony abow
vhe parfiamentary road can
canse even ,:."'»'(-'.;r" viclenes
froome Ve Rivhie, as it dwd in
{ "(n'l'

And capitalismm  itsell s
killing  people  esery  day
through war and starvation.

Vs Bolioves Beaan siowld Tave a walioriarian regine

What the Cliteart mnte didd 1o an opponents Moss SUppores [Rhe jeetd

EVOLUTION FRIGHTEN YOU?

and It threatens us all with
totul nuclear destruction.

It is becoming more ob-
yvious all the time that the only
alternatives for humanity are
are  socialist revolution  or
barbarism.

YWe must win the working
class to socialism by leading
the strugples  dgainst  the
effects of capitulism  and
generalising the lessons learnt
in  workers'  day-to-day
struggles.

I eventually  joined  the
SWP (then 1S) a year aga,

After the experience of yet
another disastrous  Labour
government. it is quite ob-
yious that we need to build a
socialist altermative.

I urge snyone ‘wavering’
about joining the SW P 1o put
asidhe their doubts and help us
huild that alternative,

Intfernatio

Issue 100 60p inc. postage
Subscription ofler:

Issue 100 plus

next 6 £2.50

IS Journai
6 Cottons Gardens
London E2
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A great man
—and
Socialist
Worker has
ignored him

I'M DISAPPOINTED that
Socialist Worker has not
reported the recent unveiling

of the memorial stone to recently left college, We were advised
Robert Noonan (Tressell), by the Social Security to take tem-
author of the Ragged porary work picking, before making a

Trousered Philanthropists,
Noonan did more for the
growth, knowledge, and sub-
sequent strength of the British
Labouwr Movement than the
oft-quoted discussion piecesin
Soclalist Worker by Muarx,
Engels, and Trotsky,
Noonan, in his great work.
brought home 1o the ordinury
worker the terrible corruption
and evil of the capitalist
system  in an  easy-to-read
novel, which is on the surface
about construction workers
employed in Hastings at the

When the factory has trouble

they put the workers in their

They came (o see the way we

WE ARE unemployed, and have

claim for unemployment benefit.
So we became pickers at # local faem,
bélonging to Mr Carter. at Manor Farm,

Down comes ACAS on the double
With Managementy and Union’s grace

turn of the century.

This book is nearly always
the first which Labour Move-
mentactivists read and the one

they  remember | throughout
their lives as the clearest, most
comprehensive, easily un-

derstood book explaining the
need for true sociulism and the
ending of the present capitalist
system,

1 think Socialist Worker
should print in a future edition
a comprehensive account of
the live of Robert Noonan and
of his great work., 1 his would
help bring the book into the

prominence it so  richly
deserves,

O JOE DURKIN,
Southport.

Dead-end
Labour

I.B. SPOONER {Letters, 2
luly) is being misled: Those
‘Marxists'  who insist  on
remaiming within the Labour
Farty are doing its righlswing
leadership a tavour

Ax a matter of fact; now that
Tribune iy totally discredited.
it s anly the presence of
people like comrade Spooner
in the Labour Party that gives
oany lelt-wing credentials.

Wha would do s spade-
wark ©—at  elections,  hold
together the locel branches
and provide new generations
of prafessional sell-out artists
(al! of whom must begin by
having a lefl image)?

Callaghan needs you, com-
rude Spooncr. Why nat gx-
plain  that 1o (8¢ ‘class-
conscious. clements in the
Labour Paroe?

C HOWARD SENTER,
Slough.

Working ar the belis all day )
We 1old them that the JE Scheme did not
include us
This is what had caused all the fuss.

But to us they did not heed

FASCISM is rearing its ugly
head again. And what disturbs
me most about it, is that it's
happening on the factory floor
among ‘card carrving' trade
union members,

I recently came across a
classic example, A group of
workers handed together to
try and stop a fellow worker
coming on 'their’ section. His
crime? He was coloured,

They even tried a vote of no
confidence in the shop steward
concerned because he refused
to take any part in it,

But ask. yourselyes how
widespread is this situation on
the shop Moor. Use whatever
name vou like to describe it, be
it Fascism, Neo-nazism, or
more recently, the National
Front.

Wherever vou encounter it,
resist it. If the shop steward
concerned in this sad little tale
had been weak enough to bow
to the pressure put on him by
this group, who knows what
the consequences would have
been, and how far it would
have spread?

But this particular shop
steward was strong enough to
resist the pressure, 1 know,
because 1 was the shop
steward concerned.

O H, JOHNSTON,
Leading Steward, Drews
Lane Plant, Birmingham.

0K wunder Small

ORDER FORM

order ta value of
NAME .

ADDRESS . .

SEND THIS FORM TO

RAISE FUNDS
INSTANTLY

A guarranteed £13 clear on a £2 outlay. Qur
pocket-size punchboards will raise quickly ihe
much-needed funds for your local Right to Work
Campaign, rank and file trade union organisation,
or branch of the Socialist Workers Party.

It contains 600 tickets at 5p each, with 43
winning numbers. Takes in £30—pays out £15,
winnings paid on the spot, The board only costs you
£2. so you make at least £13 clear.
Lotteries Act—no
problems. Easier, faster and better tharrraffles or
draw tickets. Give it a try—you ¢an't lose

Please send by return past - - - punchboards, price £2
sach postage included Enclosed total cheque/postal

Pleaié s'mn'l' ad'dl'e'ss claérly in BLOCK LE‘H’ERS

Socialist Worker (Punchboards), 6
Cottons Gardens, London E2.

legal

Greal Baddow

On pur first day, we received 40p per 20
pound bag of peas, This ook us roughly 50
minutes ta pick, working fast. X

The next day we were still filling the bags
at the rate of one every 50 minutes. Then we
found that the price had gope down from
40p a bag to a mere 3p,

The ACAS fire brigade

HE UNEMPLOYED

The reason he gave for this was the

and went and did their dirty deed.

place.

staved

When they sent down their award
Management said ‘thank the lord".

Management say ACAS they like,
it does away with alf the strikes.

But workers say without hesitation,

‘Don't ever go to Arbitration’,

O HARRY PENFOLD, Stanford-le-

Hope, Essex.

A new recruit for Brivain’s Fa:

increasing number of pickers. and that he
wouldn't be able to make a prafit,
He has a newly-installed swimming pool,
& large house, two farms, a fiarm shop and
both his children are at private schools. His
daughter also belongs to the local hunt.
Picking for the day finished at noon,

The most we could make a
day was £2, and we had to
cover all our own expenses
out of this.

We aren’t working for pin
meney. We took lemporary
work while teving to find full
time cmployment, to help us
SUrvive.

Shouldn't there be govern-
ment protection for people
like ourselves to stop us being
expoited by~ oppertunist
farmers who can see an easy
way to make a quick profit?

[ STEVIE MORGAN and
JERRY LEE MARSTON,
Greal Baddow,

Chelmsiord, Essex.

Letters

in the Thirties: now it's happening again

PICKING POCKETS OF The day ve wiped

the smile off a
racist comedians face

AS A special treal, we used to
‘have a cabaret in our social
club, every fortnight, laid on
by the mapagement. It wasn’t
much of a treat really because
the acts were poxy and they
were paid Tor out of our
subscriptions.

One dayv, we had a par-
ticularly  nasty  comedian,
After the usual anti-woman
and ‘"lazv workers™ (Fords,
Levland, etc) jokes, he looked
around the hall and an-
nounced he was gong to tell
some ‘coon’ jokes

With this, 1 got up, told him
he was boring me and he wasa
racist. He told me to piss off.
which 1 did. And guite a lot of
people followed me,

Apparently, his act wenl a
bir flar after thal.

Fhat afternoon, | went with
a black fellow-worker to
complain to the management
about the act, Next time there

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Worker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

was a cabaret, we got a public
announcement  apologising
for any offence the comedian
might have caused, and
promising it wouldn’t happen
again. It hasn't,
0 STEVE HOWELLS,
TGWU member, UFMT,
rt of Tube Investments,
ondon.

Sock it to ‘em

IN THE global village in
London there is a pretty little
shop that sells a particular
jubilee souvenir that is even
more homely than the Corgi
toast rack.

It costs  £1.50. Every
socialist should have one, But
whit you may ask is the cause
of my rapture? None other
than a truly British miniature
Jubilee truncheon.

O PETE FURNESS,
Leeds

IT MADE
ME SICK

LAST NIGHT 1 picked up the
Evening News and necarly
choked on my tea!

A whole section on the front
page, headed Captain Curry,
was devoted to informing the
great British taxpayer how
much money was spent saving
the life of an Indian.

He was attempting to sail to
Calcutta to meet up with his
family. Sad that anyvbody
should be . driven o such
desperate lengths to see their
family,

The paper ranted with
disgust, outraged that the boat
was laden with “curry,
porridge and tea’. How cccen-
tric. Fancy taking food on a
boat trip to Calcutta, Or
muybe the fact that Indians eat
curry upset the Evening News.

I don't suppose it would
occur to the national press
that hundreds of rescue teams
are paid year in, year out to
rescue people from the tops of
mountains and winkling peo-
ple out of potholes,

That sort of thing is
different though. Striving to
get the Duke of Edinburgh
award Is a reasonable thing to
risk your Jife for.

That particular issue of the
Evening News didn’t stop at
racist filth. It launched offon a
tirade attacking scroungers on
the dole.

Did you know that
thousands upon thousands of
people jack in their jobs for the
summer, put their name on the
housing list at seaside towns
and live in thelap of luxury for
the summer months?

0O GAIL CARTMAIL,
Tottenham.

The‘immigrants’ no-one mentions

] LAST WEEK the papers
reported record numbers
of white emigrants leaving
Rhodesia. The numbers
quoted were more than
1000 a month,

Where were they going?

Funny, isn’t it, that this
mass exodus hasn’t been.
twisted into the headlines
as another '‘mass inva-

sion’, of the British
Welfare State?

O JEAN WRIGHT, E. Lon-
don,

ARTHUR Scargill’s rejec-
tion on Radio 4 recently of
Nuclear Energy was like
heavenly music in my ears.

The British Council of
Churches has also made up

its mind, It argues that
planning permission at
Windscale should not be

granted.

There is a difference,
though. Arthur Scargill
may be able to do

something about it. The
British Council of Churches
won't,

0O U WADSWORTH,

Pudsey, West Yorkshire,

O A FITTER went for an
interview at the Sandbach
lorry firm, ERF. He was
asked, first of all, if he was
an active trade unionist.
The second question

was what he thought
about the Grunwick
strike,

CP: NO JOINT WORK WITH SWP

OUR attention has  been
drawn to a statcment in last
weeks Socialist Worker which
implies that the South Essex
Communist Party is “anxious’
ta embark on joint work with
the Socialist Waorkers Party.

T his is not true. At no time
has our District Committee
been  approached or con-
sidered the matter,

One of pur members was
asked by a loca]l Communist
Party ‘branch to debate the
new deadt of*The British Road
to Socizlism’ with a Socialist

Workers Party speaker, but in
no way can this be interpreted
as a desire by our District
Commitiee to work on a long
term basis with the Socialist
Workers Party.

The Secretariat of the South
Essex  District Communist
Party endorses the views put
forward in the reply to the
Socialist Workers Party by
Bert Ramelson which was
published in last Fridav's
Morning Star,

We should be obliged if you
would carrect  the wrong

impression conveyved in last
week's Socralist Waorker.

O MARGARET WODDIS,
District Secrelary, South
Essex Communist Party.

Editar replies; The
paragraph to which the letter
refers reads: "Another delegate
reported that the South Essex
District of the CP was anxious
to hold a joint debate with the
swe!

The debate is now taking
place on Thursday 21 July at

8pm at the Ross Wylde Hall,
near Walthamstow Central
Tube.

Socialist Worker said
nothing about the South
Essex Communist Party being
‘anxious to embark on joint
work with the Socialist
Workers Party’,

Naturally, though, we hope
that the South Essex District
will be concerned to pool
resources to fight together on
issues such ay racinlism and
the Social Contract,

Of course, the answer
couldn‘t possibly effect
the outcome of the
interview—it's & free
country.

O  MARTIN HAYNES,
AUEW.

— | WILL shortly be appear-
ing in court with a Welsh
nationalist in connection
with some Welsh freedom
posters and the Queen's
visit to Cardiff,

There are many Welsh
people who speak Welsh,
and intend to continue
doing so. Many of these can
be fully considered as mili-
tant socialists. But when |
talk to some of them they
feel ignored and even op-

posed by the Socialist
Workers Party. ¥
The SWP needs to have

clear position on Welsh
nationalism and the special.
problems of the Welsh peo-
ple.

O PETE PEATMAN c/o
Cardiff College of Art,
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PAGE THIRTEEN

We are not asking to be top dogs:
we are asking for unity

I BELIEVE the OH N0~ THEYRE AjL PULKING

Communist Party
will be making a ,‘ TOGE THER .,
fundamental ™

mistake if it adopts
the new draft of the
British Road to
Socialism at its

Congress in
November,

I'he new draft starts
[rom a hasic

misunderstanding
about the achievement
of socialism.

Socialism will not bhe
won by a loose amalgam
of Communist and
l abour MPs. This idea
hits nothing to do with the
ideas ol Marx.

Mistake

Social Democratic partics,
like the Labour Party, were
never designed to fight for
socialism. Revolution is born
out of the strugele of workers,
not through Parbament,

This  basic  mistake s
widespread throughout the
Europesn Communist
Frties who have decided
that they are no  longes
striving  for  the  socialist
Trevolution, and  are now
indistingtishable  from  the
soctal democratic parties

Despite  this, the Com-
munist Parties still claim 1o
be marxist partics, There are
two wise old men, one in
Highgate and one in Red
Square. who must be spin
ning in their graves.

I take no pleasure in the

Pric

A COUPLE of Mondays
ago, after a beautiful hot
day, and having got the
kids to bed, completed the
ironing, the washing up
and finding that we hiked
cach other, everything
having been said, we
snuggled down to walch
telly.

The XYY man failed 1o
make sense. The series seems
to be about a right-wing plot
i which we're all going to be
saved In the end by a
policeman and a double
dealing misunderstood male
chauvinist cat burglar,

Atter the Ten OClock
News trom Grunwicks we
were tired and about ready to
£o to bed. But, secretly, we
were  waiting  {or - Clint
Eastwood in the first [ilm he
directed, Play Misty for Me,
on the Thames TV Adult
Movie slot

| can’t help it, 1 love Clint

IF THAT'S

BLOODY marvellous, I'll be
hack next vear', That was the
feeling of everyone at Marx-
fsm 77, a week of socialist
discussion  orgunised by
NOISS., the student organisa-
tion that supports the
Socialist Workers Party.
Five hundred students.
workers  uand  unemployed
gathered in North London
Poly to discuss and argue
about all the ideas of Marx-
ism. People came from as far

fact that the new draft i
tostering # split in the Com-
munist Party. Any splitinthe
CP will weaken all of the Jelt,
hut it is the imevitable result of
having abandoned & Murxist
programme.

Since the adoption of the
first  British  Read to
Soculism in 952 there has
been a growing disillusion-
ment among rank and file
members of the Party which
has accelerated over the last
lew years

But there has not been
enough thearetical  discus
sion. The hierarchy in the CP
15 still firmly entrenched. and
there 15 no meal democracy

A
Syred /s /.

By CLIVE HARTLEY

A member of the foundry section of the engineering union,
convenor of the Fitzwilliam Works of Balfour Darwen in Sheffield
and, for more than ten years, an active member of the Communist
Party. At the end of last year, he joined the Socialist Workers Party.

This only helps to make a
split more likely and its
eltects worse.

In my apinion, the CP hay
never rtecovered from
Kruschey's speech eriticising
Stalin

The British CP had always
been  blind  adherents  to
Stahin's  twists  gnd - turns
Atter Kruschey's speceh, and
now the turn to Eurocom-

munism, it 18 trying to per-
form a complete sbout-lace
on policy.

The new deafi rakes no
account of the sharpening
conflict on g world scale

It takes no account of the
failure of economie units like
the Common Marke?, [ttakes
no gccount of the fatlures ol
the so~called socialist coun-
tries. whether you want to

talk about the invasions of
Hungary and
Czechoslovakia, or the sup-
pression of warkers” rights in
Poland

It takes ne account of the
emergence of miss workers'
strugeles in the Third World.

And In partcuiar no notice
15 taken of the glaring exam
ple of the failure of the balla
box road (o soculism

of aTVad: £350;

Fastwood, His cruel manly
lip,

F'he plot was slow but the
fitm was well made. A DJ was
being pursued by a freaked-
aut tan,

We drained the last alcohol
in our possession and hung
on. We believed cverything

we saw. How mad and
possessive women can
became.

Knife

Poor Clint, a man friendly
with black people (his black
cleaner wiss rude ta him vet he
didn't mind), Our hero was
going out of his way to be
straipht with everyone, he just
didn't deserve 1o be chased
around by & nvmphomaniac
brandishing a knite

As the film got better, so
did the ads; there was the new
Cadbury Smash ad, with the
tin men from outer space;
then a great one from Dunlop
which lasted the fullest length

By Alan Beevers
from Edinburgh.

away as Aberdeen.

There were courses on
Revolutions of the Twentieth
Century, Labour History,
Women's Liberation  and
many others, But they weren't
the sort of courses vou pet at
school or college.

By
ROLAND
MULDOON

ads can. It shows how no-one
could play tennis or golf or do
a thousand things without
this benevolent company. [t
was genuinely funny,

It took a long time for my
Murxist conscience 1o sur-
face. 'It's the workers who
make  cverything.,  bloody
Dunlop just get rich on it
My voice sounded stilted

We were lulled back by
ithe West Indian  limbo
dancers and frosty drink and
the speculation ol whether
Clint was going to di¢ at the
end of his own movie. [t was
no good 1 had to find out
the economics behind my
mesmerised evenng,

The next day | found that

There were ulso workshops
and discussion groups, And
everyone got the chunce 1o
say their bit and exchange
ideas.

But it wasn't just talk. The
main message of Marxism 77
was that Marxist theory isn't
the property of a few
eggheads. That's why one of
the sessions discussed the
strike at Desautters and, after
an appeal by one of the
strikers, £100 was collected

A

PRE
VIEW

the actual wviewing lhigures
wouldn't be published for
another week and that the
programme wasn't exclusive-
Iy for London but was, in
fact, transmitted from
Yorkshire.

Different press officers got
uppity with me when | started
asking about costs, so | went
1o sec some mates of mine
who work on commercials.

They reckoned that the
Dunlop ad would have cost
around £25000 and that
wouldn't include actors' fees

MARXISM 77, ROLL ON 78

for the strike fund.

The atmosphere was great.
It shows not only that Marx-
ist ideas are important but
that they can be learned and
discussed in an enjovable and
friendly way.

In the eyenings there were
films. discos and plays. And
the debates carried on over a
pint in the bar,

Marxism 77 will be even
better next year. So keep your
diaries free for Muarxism 78.

Or space

They reckoned the 17lm was
peak viewing time und that in
one region alone 30 secondy
could cost £2,000, "Imaginc
ten times that in ten regions

It was their ‘protessional
comsideration that the whole
lot could have cost Dunlop
from first idea to completion
a cool £350.000 and that &
standard ‘quality’ ad costs
£20.000 on average, just o
film

Inadequate

The evening ended with a
blceding Eastwood punching
the crazy psychotic woman
aver the edge of a cliff.

We sat fixed to the sereen
as  the titles yolled  past
Cunningly. about live more
ady were slipped in, The last
one wasn't very good so we
started Lo clear up, faced
again ‘with our inadequate
personalities,

We hadn't switched off and
a groovy late night song
nozed [rom the box as
tomorrow’s  dehghts  were
rolling up into the sky

Still we hurrnied to bed.
Someane’s got to get up and
pav for ull this,

P.S ATV profits nearly

“‘doubled this year, from £6,

626,800 to £11.16]1,008).

THURSDAY

MEN AND WOMEN
(ITV, 11.15pm) is worth a
look,. It's about sex aliena-
1ion,
SUNDAY

THE MAKING OF THE
NEW JAMES BOND FILM

Chile

Waorkers cannot alford to
escape these drastic lessons.
or the lessons of the 968
revolt in France. or what is
happening in laly | today
where the CP is playing into
the hands ol the emplovers,

No nearer

It is no good drum-heating
about the French CPs gains
in the local elections. In fact
these are the same results ay
about ten vears age. And it is
ne nearer te el power,

The CP needs 10 make a
complete  break  with
parliamentarianmism and re-

({BBC-2) should bhe eye-
opening. ‘We tried one high
priced lady. but no lady
contributes that much 1o a
movie's success’,
MONDAY

FHE THIRTIES
REVISITED (BBC-2) s
about the Spanish Civil War,
among other things, PAN-
ORAMA (BBC-1) is on UK
arms dealing with Kuwait.
TUESDAY

There are 25 minutes of
reggac and political reflection
on LTV (L1 E5pm).

B
265

phone 01-802 64

(large).

our books are @ImimMuUMNItion

OOKMARKS

Seven Sistersgoad London N4.

cxtabhish the idea of workers
contral and warkers” power

1 helieve thar we in the
SWP must strive Tor unity
whatever Bert Ramelson, the
CPs  industrial  organiser
may say. I'he concept of the
CP on left unity has become
rather narrow,

It s about getting left
officials clected. ruther than
building the left in the move-
menl.

Real left unity is about
action and policy that leads
Lowards  socialism.  Actions
speak louder than words and
lefl unity is more thana series
ol talking shops,

Effective

| would say 10 CP members
that there ure @ number of
basic  yuestions. . hke. un-
employment, raciuhsm and
the Social Contract where keft
unity is essential lor the good
af the movement.,

We are not asking to be top
dogs. Nor are we asking you
10 compromise your pohrics
It s a yuestion of common
nterests.

I'd like to make one com-
ment ahout Bert Ramelson's
sttitude  when he cafls us
divisive. The SWP has been
imstrumental in building one
of the biggest campaigns
apainst  unemploviment this
country has ¢ver seen

In doing this., we have
worked alongside many CP
members 10 the broad move
ment.

The Making of an African Legend: the Biafra
story, by Frederick Forsyth, 75p.

Women at Work by Mackie & Pattullo, £2.20
Female Friends, by Weldon, £1.

William Morris, Romantic to Revolutionary,
by E P Thomson, £3.90,

Left Hand of Darkness, by Ursula Le Guin, 60p

Art and Society: Essays in Marxist
Aesthetics, by Vazquez, £1.50.

The Long March 1935, by Dick Wilson, £1 25

NEW BOOKLIST now availablel send sa.e

0 Add 10 per cent for postage to all orders
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UNION
BID TO
DITCH
MATHERS
SPARKS

TYNESIDE: The Elec-
tricians Union
burcaucracy 1§ trving to

wash its hands of the 43
striking  electricians  at
Mather and Platt Alarms.

EETPU ares -official G A
Graham wrote 1o the strikers:

KILWINNING,

Ay soon as narmal working i for eight weeks 'or
resumed  we will arrange a
meeting with the stewards and equa' pay, have oc-

management to  discuss - all
BSpects.

‘I have asked the manage-
ment 1o withdraw their threat
of 1ermination of vour
employment until after you
have received this Jetter and
also had o mass meeting 1o
make a final decision, but it iy
my opinion that this i the
most we can possibly achieve
al present under the Sacial
Contract.’

The sparks, working on an
oil rig contract for the Shell-
owned Hrent Field. have been
on strike for three weeks. They
pgre demanding €4 an hour
while they are on the rigs, o
bring them up to the rate being
paid in other fields

After nmine truitless months
ol negotiations they started to
wark a basic eight-hour day
on the rig instead of the usual

12 hours.,

Strike

Al d mass meeting the men
then decided ta strike

The
women

engineers

In line with the anti-union
cowhay attitude that rules on
the rigs. Shell have now

threatened to take the contract
from Mather and Platts and
give it to other European
warkers who they say are
ready to start. This means
Norwegians who alredady get
£5.

Mather and Platts have
responded by threatening to
sack the strikers.

Despite  official pressure,
the sparks are staying out and
see the fight as part of the vital
battle to introduce safe,
decently-paid conditions to
the rigs.

I'hey need maxsmum finan-
cial and practical support,
Mather and Platts is a large
contracting firm based 1in
Manchester and elforts should
be made to spread the strike,
Support  should be  raised
among other clectricians and
ol rig workers,

O Donations to: Vince
Foy, 12 Morelands,
Hedworth Estate, Jarrow.

Please rush me my weekly copy of Socsalist

Waorker. | enclose a cheque/postal order
made payable to Socialist Worker for

D £7 for one year
O £3.50 for six months

“D £1.75 for three months
(Please tick) to pay subscriptions and
I postage, so start sending them to

PRI 21U e Do B s T e N s

I A
REBRERS i DT & S N

S

e :
O

I ....................................... Q

WHen completed post to Socialist Worker
Subscriptions, Circulation Department,
Cottons Gardens, London, E2 8DN

= Subscribe! =

Ayrshire: 150 engineer-
ing workers, on strike

cupied their factory—
Essex International.

mostly
have thrown out the

management and the plant is
under their control.
fighting to force the manage-
ment o negotiate over equal
pay and time and motion study.

Shop stewards from the occupa-
tion told Socialist Worker about

their fight,

‘This company

15 part of a big
American-owned multinational called
United Technologies. Our part of the
group has factoriés throughout Eu-

rope.

rhey are Chrysler,

study on
agreement
extra cash,

The Desoutter strikers’ banner

200 stop work to join picket

NORTH LONDON: 200
workers at General Motors in
Hendon stopped work at
noon on Thursday to march
to our mass picket outside
Desoutters in Colindale.

It was the first real sign of

growing support for the
regular  Thursday mass
picket, called by the North
London AUEW  District

Committee, in support of our

nine-week strike for trade
union recognition.

The General Motors
workers will be stopping

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN
collecting tins. Raise funds for the

Awght to Work Campsign an the

streets and door 10 goor 20p sach
including pastage, Ordarsto Aght To
Work Campaign, 2658 Seven Sisters
Road, Landon N&

CONCERT in aid of Rock against
Racism and the Right to Work

Campaign: Featuring The
Decorators,  Misty,  Frumentry,
Prisoners. Saturday 23 July,

7.30pm. Students Union, Ealing
Technical College Tickets 500 in
advance (25p unemploved], from
Martin, phona 01-579 5185

Campagn. 265 Sevan Sistars
Road, London, N& 10p aach |+ 7p
postage). Cash with ordeis please,

by BARRY
MORONEY
AUEW shop steward,
Desoutters

work again this week, and
haye organised solid blacking
of Desoutters tools
throughout the factory.

Shop stewards from other
local factories also joined the
picket,

The munagement organis-
ed a counfer-demonstration
of office staff and scabs in the
factory forecourt. As a result

Rank and File

DIARY

AEADING Save Our Hospitals
Campalgn play: The Cuts Show by
Counteract. Wednesday 20 July,
Spm. AUEW Hall, 127 Oxtord Road
Admission 50p (20p unemployed)

JUST QUT—2nd edition of RANK
AND FILE FIREMAN. Articles on
Witchhunt against B & F Firaman,
The Fight ‘ox £15, The Lessans of
Glasgow 1973 Indwidual coples
15p. 10 for 50p, 20 for £1 12l post
trae] from Rank and File Cenire,
2653 Saven Sisiers RApad, Landpn
N4, Cash with orders

Right toa Work Campaign

ADGES: 25 hours mow, Fight for
the nght to wark Stop the Cuts
Smasn the Social Contract, Save our
Husohals All from the Right 1o Wark

We make electrical systems for
the motor industry—mainly Ford and

"The strike began when management
tried 1o bring in a time and motion
jahs without any
und without any talk of

Taking orders

*We tried to go through procedure
but the management refused, obviously
they were taking their orders from the

CCUPIED UNTIL WE
ET EQUAL PAY!

uron

head office in Detroit.

“They were all set to race this
through, so we came out on official
strike, the whole enginvering section,
and we were backed by the AUEW
district,

"We picketed 24 hours a day but we
were beginning to get a bit demoralised.

The management were still managing -

to move stuff. They moved stuff to the

of this confrontation, some
scabs have rejoined the strike.
Angry shop stewards
promised to organise bigger
delegations and a Grunwicks-
style mass picket every Thurs-
day until the strike is won.

O Support and
donations 1o c¢/o Barry
Moroney, Acting

Treasurer, 10 Yewfield Rd,
London NW10.

O MASS PICKET: 12
noon-2pm, Thursday 21
July, The Hyde, Edgware
Rd, Colindale.

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN
LEAFLETYS for Dole Queus distribu-
tion. Join the march to the Blackpool
TUC £150 for 500 Money with
orders 1o the Rank and File Cantre,
ﬁgﬁa Seven Sisters Road, London

SUPPORT
GRUNWICKS
STRIKERS

STICKERS in_su,
26p forashest of 12, proceeds to
the swke fund. FROM Suppart
Grunwicks Strikers, 10 Fasrclaugh
Street, London, EY

rt of Grunwicks,

Derry plant in Northern Ireland —but
we've been in touch with the shop
stewards there and it’s all blacked now.

On Wednesday the mass
mieeting decided it was time to
step up the fight. We occupied,

“We've heard that one of the
top dogs from America is
prepared to meet us. We are
determined to stay in until we
win,

‘Our ather main demand is
for equal pay with the Derry
factory. In Derry it’s men who
do the visual inspection, here
it's the women who do it

‘Yet the wages difference
can be as much as £7.60 a
week

‘All the wage rates are helow
Derry rates so it affects the
men as weil as the women

Solidarity

*The wages are terrible. For
40 hours the basic take-home
pay for the women is £26. For
the men it's £35,50. We want
an end to the defferences
between the two factories,

‘The company are deter-
mined to light us. Since we
took industrial action they've
tried to intimidate us by
threatening 99 redundancies
in  August and more In

September,
‘At the moment 1t’s
stalemate, they won't budge

and neither will we. But with
SUpPpPOFt we can win.

“We've started getting cash
in from our strike sheets, but
we need much more 1o keep
going.’

O Messages of sup
to: Bill Murgatroyd, AUEW

convenor, Essex Inter-
national, Kilwinning,
Ayrshire.

Offer for
electricians

TEESSIDE: ~ The dispute at
Dock Point is now inits eighth
week, A tentative offer has
been made, Management are
reported to have offered to
bring the sparks up above the
Joint Industrial Board rate,

Ihe ~ boilermakers  have
agreed o stop doing the
electricians’ tray work but no
offer has been made regarding
the work which is being
disputed between pipefitters
and boilermakers,

The strike is still solid, The
sparks have refused to go back
until the pipefitters’ grievances
are settled.

Solidarity action in the urea
continues and the area
stewards’ committee s
mecting this week to consider
any further action,

Rank and file trade un-
ionists on - Teesside must get
round the table and sort out
this dispute. Big jobs are due
10 open up soon so we need to
g£o on to them with a united
rank and file trade union
movement,

Three mectings held by
Rank and File Contact, the
organisation  inside  the
EETPU, in the North East last
week drew more than 200
EETPU members, Billy
Wiltiams, rank and file can-
didate against Frank Chapple
in last year's clection for the
union’s  general secretary,
spoke on the struggle for
democracy in the union and
the fight against the JIB.

Rank and File Contact
committees were set up in
Neweastle, Sunderland and
Middleshrough

Strength
to the
Radford
picket!

by JIM WILLS

EETPU convnor, Welding
Industries, Bristol

BRISTOL: 15 workers
from Welding Industries
joined the picket line out-
side Radford Electronics
last Friday—by agreement
with their management!

Ten members of TASS, the
white-collar section of the
Engincering Union, are on
strike at Radfords over union
recognition. 49  non-union
members  are¢  crossing  the
picket line.

But now the picket line is
being strengthened. The con-
venors at Welding Industries
have their own management’s.
agreement that 15 workers can
join the picket for 2% hours
twice n week.

Radfords are totally op-
posed to the union. The
managing director refuses to
talk to the local
AULEW/TASS full-time of-
ficial and won't cooperate
with ACAS, the government
arbitration service,

Refused

A skilled worker there is
paid £35 a week. The national-
Iy agreed minimum rate s
£50.50. Workers are not paid
for day release or college
courses and tuition fees are
not paid. This is contrary to
the national sgreement.

Workers who have com-
pleted one year of their HNC
course and paid £300 of their
own money have been refused
permission to take time off for
the second year.

Two workers have been
arbitrarily sacked. one the day
after he joined TASS. The
workers have been on the gate
for four weeks.

Only one lorry has crossed
the picket line so far, but 49
non-union workers are going
in. They are sympathetic but
afraid of the bosses. They are
mainly women and part-
timers.

Radford issued a typed
statement to the press alleging
the strikers were ‘politically
motivated” and have been
found with company property
‘in suspicious circumstances.’

He also told Simon Pear-
son, the shop steward: ‘T'll
make sure you don't get a job_
at Rolls-Royee or BAC.
done it before.'

O Donations to
AUEW/TASS office, York
House, Bond St, St James,
Bristol 1,

GLC
stewards to
fight cuts

by CHRIS BARKER

LONDON: 200 shop stewards
met @t the Greater London
Council's County Hall to form
a joint shop stewards’ com-
mittee and plan a campaign
against pubhic service cuts.

Unions represented includ-
ed the electricians (EETPU),
engineers {AUEW), transport
workers (TGWLU), teachers
(NUT), local government
workers (NALGO) and the
GLC Staff Association.

The meeting unanimousty
ledged resistance to attempts
v the council to weaken trade

union organisation—an im-
portant step in view of threats
from new - Tory-controlled
council léader Horace
Cutler—and opposition (o
cuts, redundancies and the
Social Contract.

The meeting elected a
provisional committee charg-
ed with organising a half-day
strike against cuts and redun-
dancjes on Tuesday, 19 July,

The GLC was referred ta by
one speaker as the ‘militants’
grave-yard”. It would seem
that the Tory council can no
longer rely on this comtfor-
table state of affairs. The fight-
back is beginning.



Traitor
Tom gets
rough
time at
rally

TOM JACKSON, the Post
Office workers' union
leader, who was the main
speaker at the rally that
followed the TUC
demonstration against
racism in Manchester last
Saturday, was shouted
down with cries of ‘scab’,
‘off, off and calls for a
speaker from Grunwicks.

The TUC had insisted that
the Grunwicks strikers had
not been Invited to speak and
were not to join the platform.

But pressure from the
crowd forced the platform to
allow a Grunwick striker to
make a short speech. This
striker had already spoken at
the beginning of the march,
when hundreds stood around
and participated in a Right to
Work Campaign meeting.

The other glaring omission
of the rally was the total lack
of reference to the National
Front presence in
Strangeways Jzil. Although
the. march started from
Strangeways, where the Nazis
hayve members, there was no
other attempt from the
organisers to link the struggle
against racism to the struggle
against the National Front
inside the prison,

Harrassed

A prisoner just released
from Strangeways told the
Right to Work meeting how
the National Front had
permented the prison right up
to the top level. He gave
instances of how not only
blacks were heing harassed
but other minorities too.

More than 3,000 people
marched on the demonstra-
tion, one of the biggest in
Manchester for years. It is a
rareevent forthe TUC tocalla
demonstration and & TUC
demonstration outside of
London is as rare as the
Jubilee.

But if the TUC had organis-
ed seriously there could have
been at least 25,000,

There were several incidents
with the NF, including one
Nazi brandishing a shotgun.
At least 12 NF members were
arrested, most of them later
charged with possessing offen-
sive weapons,

Whether the charges are
pressed is another matter,

Three SWP members were
arrested, including Right to
Work marcher Billy Castley.

O Any wilnesses to these
incidents, please phone
061-832 8102.
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Building workers protesting in Bir

- et

mingham last Thursday

% V.,.-

re: John Sturrock (Report

BUILDING WORKERS in
Birmingham, Liverpool and
Manchester held protest
demonstrations apainst the
closure of direct works
departments Iast week,

In Birmingham a
demonstration of 1500
builders was supported by
the public employees union
NUPE and the local govern-
ment  workers  NALGO.
There was a one-day stop-
page of mémbers of the
construction union
(UCATT) throughout the
Midlands region.

Ken Barlow, UCATT
Midlands regional secretary,
was amazed that the token
action had not worried the
Tory-controlled council.

But as Brian Higgins, an
unemployed building
worker, pointed out: “The
only way to prevent closure
is for building workers to
organise un alkout strike,
then the Tories will start

Builders marchto
save DirectWorks

ialking.'
" Manchester Direct Works
Action Committee has

called a national delegate
conference at Houldsworth
Hall, Deansgate,
Manchester, on 20 August to
start a national campaign
against the cuts.

Fight

A half-day stoppage
demonstration has been
called by London building
worker shop stewards this
Tuesday, 19 July. The cuts in
council building affect us all.
Campaign for delegations.

O Assemble 1pm, Lin-
coins Inn Flelds (off Fleet

St), London EC1, March
1o Countty Hall.

'S Bﬂu'l.ldlng Worker, rank
a paper, oul now.
From: Alaulﬂr McSween,
;QE 2i:eelpon Hill, London

Builders
vote for

action

TEESSIDE: A mass meeting
of more than 1,000 construc-
tion workers working for CJB
at the Monsanto site has
decided—after months of
negotiation—to take direct
action in acquiring a better
severance agreement at the
end of the contract.

The workers at the meeting
were in the plumbing section
of the electricians union
(EETPU), construction sec-
tion of the engineering union,
(AUEW), and the Boiler-
makers Socicty.

The men have been trying to
work a severance agreement
for the past three weeks on a
time-saved basis. But the
bonus they were promised for
the increase in production,
which has gone up 50 per cent,
only gave them 3p an hour
increase to take them to £1.08-
an-hour bonus.

The contract has less than
10 weeks to run

A resolution froma EETPU
member was carried, with no
amendments against. The
resolution said 'Shove the
severance agreement up
management's arse and go for
the £1.50 minimum bonus on
top of the £1,08 basic rate and
a £1,000 tax free finishing
bonus.’

The resolution also
proposes that a [12-man safety
committee should be set up
and all men should work to
maximum safety until they get
the money,

The ball is now mn the
management’s court.

NUIJ striker cleared
-join thispicket!

DARLINGTON: Jour-
nalists at the Northern
Echo are calling a
mass demonstration
outside their
news'_pa r's offices
this Friday evening in
support of their strike
for-a post-entry clos-
ed shop.

NUJ members at
Darlington have been on
strike for six weeks. Their
management provoked the
strike by employing a
journalist who refused to
join the union and has
since joined the anti-trade
union [Institute of Jour-
nalists.

The 108 union members are
up against the Westminster
Press group, owned by Lord
Gibson and the kingpins of the
Newspaper Socicty. And of
course the police,

But there was a victory at

the magistrates’ court on
Tuesday when Ewan
Campbell, the deputy FOC
(shop steward) was cleared of
an obstruction charge. He was
onc of the first people to
appear in court after massive
arrests on the picket line.

An inquiry is being held into
police behaviour.

Drivers

On Monday night, NUJ
member Josie Collins was
taken to hospital after being
crushed by one of the
newspaper  delivery vans,
driven by a member of
NATSOPA, the printing un-
ion. The van drivers have
consistently crossed the line to
deliver the scab-produced
papers, pleading that they had
no instructions from their
head office,

Peace talks are going on this
week  without any  local
representation. In on  the
discussions are NUJ general
secretary Ken Morgan, presi-

KETTERING £1 MILLION

JOURNALISTS at Kettering stood on the picket line for six
months to defend their closed shop while editor Ron Hunt carried
on doing his ‘normal work'. That meant producing a daily edition
of the Northamptonshire Evening Telegruph single-handed.

Thanks to those efforts, the East Midlands Allied Press
management have just announced a 47 per cent increase in their
profits. They made more than £1 million last year.

MINERS THROW DOWN THE GAUNTLET

DELEGATES to the an-
nual conference of the
National Union of
Mineworkers have thrown
down the gauntlet not only
to the government, but to
their own leaders as well.

Joe Gormley, NUM presi-
dent, realised he had no
chance of persuading the rank
and file to accept another
phase of the Social Contract.

So he started to flv a kite for
a productivity deal, hoping
that he could push such a deal
through and avoid any con-
frontation with the govern-
ment over wages.

This partly explains why the
NUM executive backed a
resolution from the Not-
tingham area which ‘seeks to
achieve’ £135 a weck by
November this year. They
were prepared to support this
because of the wording and
because a4 productivity deal
would have made the demand
a4 mere academic argument.

by BILL MESSAGE

The militant left set their
pay demand at less, £110 a
week for face workers, but the
wording of their resolution
would have left the executive
absolutely no room for
MANOEUVTE.

In the event the Nottingham
resolution was passed and Joe
Gormley sat back to enjoy the
rest of conference. But his
composure was short lived, for
a South Wales resolution
totally opposing productivity
deals was passed by the
narrow majority of three in a
card vote,

PUSHING

At the end of the session
Gormley was fuming. When
he spoke to journalists outside
the hall he intimated strongly
that he still intended to find
some way of pushing a prod

deal through.

Earlier in the day NUM

Fcncral secretary Lawrence
Jaly, anticipating - the vote
perhaps, hac{’ wamned that if
necessary the executive would
take the productivity dealto a
ballot of the membernship.

Later in the conference
delegates were addressed by
Labour minister Tony Benn
who, pulling arguments out of
thin air, stressed the ‘positive’
side of the Social Contract and
the bond between the NUM
and the Labour Party.

Even Joe Gormley rebuked
him publicly for making no
reference to the question of
Drax B power station.

This omission was a direct
snub to workers from CA
Parsons in Newcastle, who
had been lobbying both the
conference and Benn, for a
decision on Drax. The go-
ahead for the power station is
vital for the jobs at Parsons
and on the new Sclhy
coalfield.

On balance the conference
was a win on points to the left.
The rejection of productivity
deals offers tremendous
prospects for a fight on the
coalfields to catch up on
wages—now worth less than
60 per cent of their value after
the victorious 1972 strike,

PERSUADE

There ‘can be no doubt,
however, that the executive is
terrified at the thought of a
fight for £135 a weck for face
workers. They will do all they
can to persuade the Coal
Board to come up with a new
offer of productivity incentive
schemes, possible with a larger
carrot than previously ex-
pected.

[t remains to be seen to what
extent the left leaders in the
union are prepared to go
against a Labour government
in fighting for the demands
which undoubtedly reflect the

dent John Devine, two top
men in the Westminster Press
|hierarchy and Bill Keyes,
chairman of the TUC Printing
Industries Committee,

But the strikers. will be
demanding full details of what
has gone on, So far they have
run the dispute themselves,

Many Darlington members
remember the sell-out in 1972
which destroyed their hopes of
ncgotiating a4 house agree-
ment.

They are being supported
by NUJ members at the

TWO GROUPS
of workers who
face long factory
occupations. At

Greenwich
Reinforcements
{right) 80
workers are
opposing
sackings and
suspensions for
taking action in
support of the
hospital
workers’ day of
action against
the cuts,

At Chloride in
Dagenham
(above) and in
Manchester

4,500 workers

are demanding

the right to
negotiate pay
and conditions.
> Both
occupations
have now lasted
more than two
months.

A

mood of the rank and file. ,
F 4
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Westminster Press London
office, who were locked out
for refusing to provide copy
for Darlington.

0 LONDON MASS
PICKETS. Every Monday
and Wednesday lunchiime,
Newspaper House, Shoe
Lane (off Fleet Street).

0 MASS DEMONSTRA-
TION of solidarity with the
Darlington NUJ members,

Friday 15 July, 6pm
onwards, Priesigate,
Darlington.

AIRPORT
DEADLINE

ONDON; Shop stewards at
Heathrow Airport have told
management: ‘Pay up when
the Social Contract e¢nds on
August 1 or we strike.

The first meeting ever of all
engineering and maintenance
shop stewards at British
Airways voted on Tuesday to
recommend strike action to a
mass meeting if management
do not concede new shift rates,

The strike will start on 25
July,

LUCAS

BIRMINGHAM: The Lucas
toolmakers who came out on
strike a week ago because their
bonus had been cut are
preparing for a long strike

So far pickets are turning
most external transport back.
Unfortunately the internal
drivers are still crossing the
picket line.
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Prolei at lic

e 1hugery

: this time the community Is fighting back

support with banners

KEEP THE NAZIS
OUT OF LEWISHAM
DEFEND THE
LEWISHAM 21

Join the demonstration Saturday 23 July, 2pm,
Lewisham British Rail Station. March to Lewisham
Town Hall, Catford.

All SWP branches and members in London and the Home Counties to

IN RAID after raid,
police smashed
their way into
homes in Shef-
field’s black com-
munity last week
and arrested
youngsters at ran-
dom.

They came without
evidence, without
warrants—but  with
truncheons and fists at
the ready.

Jeered
Whites who went to the

youngsters® aid were jeered
by the police as ‘wog
lovers’.

The incident, in
Burngreave, follows similar
police outrages in Ishington
ungd Lewsiham.

It began at 4.30pm on
Monday, 4 July.

An unidentified man, who
bad been visiling a prostitute
in the area, claimed he had had
£1.500 stolen from his car —a
story doubted by many local

peopie.

Lewisham
all over again
as the muggers

in blue raid
black homes

Without a warrant, police
raided'a  Catherine  Street
house ogcupied by a number
of young West Indians, and
arrested everyone there.

‘They had no ¢vidence to
support picking on these black
kids." said the mother of one,
Mrs Ramsey,

Half an hour later, they
were back. Two plain=clothes
and two uniformed police
broke into another  house
occupied by three voung
blacks—again  without a

Liverpool: /0 sign up for march

SEVENTY unemployed
workers from
Merseyside have said
they want to join
September’s Right to
Work march.

They have been signed
up in Kirkby, Bootle and
central Liverpool. Twenty
marchers joined in Kirkby
after the local Right to
Work Committee occupied
the jobs centre and held a
street meeting outside.

Another I8 marchers were

-

signed up after the Bootle Jobs
Centre wuas occupied, Radio
Merseyside arrived at the
occupation and interviewed
two young school-leavers who
said they wanted to go on the
march,

More occupatiolts, street
meetings, demonsirations and
other activities are planned
throughout the Merseyside
areq.

The march is leaving Liver-
pool on 2 September, reaching
Blackpool on 7 September for
a4 mass lobby of delegates to
the Trades Union Congress.

Hundreds of marchers are

expected from all over the
country.

Trade union support is now
rolling in from shop stewards
committees, trade¢  union
branches und trades councils.
More than 130 organisations
are now officially backing the
march.

Organise

Welcome support for the
march has also come from the
executive of the train drivers'
union, ASLEF.

The money raised from
official donations from trade
union organisations and from

collections among employed
frade unionists will pay for
transport  to  get all  the
marchers to Liverpool and to
cover the cost of food and
supplies for the five-day
march.

With just six weeks 1o go
before the march, the Right (o
Work Campaign has called for
a special effort, starting now.

ORGANISE leaflets und
activities on all dole queues
and jobs centres to win un-
employed workers, particular-
Iy young people, to join the
march,

O RAISE money by official

donations and collections,
jumble sales, street meetings
and so on.

O ORGANISE freguent
protests and pickets by the
unemployed to help raise
publicity and support for the
march.

For details, collections
sheets, leaflets, and the ad-
dress of vour local Right to
Work Committee, contact
265a Seven Sisters Rd.. Lon-
don N 4.

A special day of action
against unemployment is be-
ing organised by the Right (o
Work Campaign for the next

time the unemployment
figures are announced.

It will be on Tuesday 19
July. Even the government
admits that the numbers of
those registered as un-
employed will top one and half
million.

Demonstrations, protests,
and other actions are planned
outside Jobs Centres, Youth
Employment offices and dole
queucs.

0 For local details, ring
the Right to Work Cam-
paign 01 802 0978.

How fo join the march:
Page 9

warrant,

They got two—Tobias and
Clive—into cars, handcuffed
s0 tightly that weals marked
their wrists,

The third youth, 16-year-
old Tony Armstrong, said:
‘They couldn’t say what I was
being arrested for, sa | said 1
wasn't going with them: They
hadn’t even asked me my
name. so  how could they
arrest me for 4 erime?

As he argued. one of the
plain-clothes men pulled out u
truncheon and hit him on the
buck of the head. I'hev starned
to beat him,

Ruth Midgely. a dlocal
playleader. takes up the story:

‘I was sitting in my front
room when | saw two blokes
battering a  black kid. 1
thought they were drunks.

‘It was only when 1 went
outside to try to break it up
that 1 realised they were cops.
More and more police
appeared uatil there were
about ten of them,”

Beatings

A crowd gathered and local
people  tried to “intervene,
horrified at the beating the
police were handing out

The police reaction was (o
pull peaple ar random owt of
the crowd. ‘Get her, she's a
fittle  cow', shouted one
paliceman.

One girl was grabbed round
the neck from behind and
dragged to the ground. Her
boviriend saw her and jumped
out of s front window.

That was as faras he got, He
was hit by a truncheon on the
back af the head and
frogmarched to a police car.

I'he police hadn’t expected
the white people to join in.
lerry Cannon, who was also
arrested, was told by a
policeman: “This has got
nothing to do with vou—look
ar the colour of your skin.'

Eleven prople arrested in
this incident were held at the
police station for six and a half
hours.

For 90 minutes. they were
made to stand . with legs
splayed and their arms up
against a wall,

The Tour whites among
them were taunted as ‘do-
gooders’, ‘agitators” and ‘wog
lovers',

Eventually, at about lam,
they were released. But at 4am
eight police again burst into
Tony Armstrong’s house
looking for the money—and.
then again at 5.30am.

The next evening an angry
meeting of 200 people showed
how strong local feeling is on
the issuc. A committee has
been set up tosteer the defence
ampaign,



