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I'VE got a pay slip here.
= It's from last December.
| My gross wage was
: £65.50 a week. After
stoppages, | took home
£43.40.

Since. then, we've had the £6
mcrease.

| drew my wage last week. It
was £70.50 gross. After stop-
. pages, it was £48.80. My national
: insurance contributions are up.

So is tax. The real difference is

only £2.40.

But I'm spending £10 a week
more than | was this time last

Now Healey’s got the nerve to
say I can't have more than 3 per
cent—and | have to wait till next
March for it!

Bread’s just gone up again,
and milk., on top of the huge
increases in the price of spuds.
And it’s already been admitted

makes you wonder how we're
going to afford one.

It's obvious that Healev, Ezra,
the Coal Board Chairman, and
Joe Gormley, our union presi-
dent, won't have problems like
that this summer.

by TREVOR BROWN

NUM, underground miner,
Houghton Main Colliery,
Barnsley, Yorkshire,

take-home pay up by less than
£1.50 a week. Even if inflation is
kept down to 10 per cent, I'll
have to spend another £6 a week
just to buy what 1 buy now.
It's just not on.
Things were a lot easier before

the faceworker is, being proved
right all the time

want it in November.

SABOTAGE

releasing this . ‘We have continually

itical campaigned for hisrelease
pOillt i ) both locally and national-
prisoner Iy and it is now obyious

that the Labour Party
have no intention of
releasing this political
prisoner’, says their letter

year on the same basic items: that there are a lot more price our last two strikes in I97?. and do all they can to sabotage this
food, heat, light, clothes and so increases in the pipeline. 1974. We could afford holidays claim. He and the other trade
on! Healey's deal would put my then, but now, with the Budget, it union leaders will be sitting
smoking cigars with Healey
looking for ways to sell us out for
- - 5 per cent-just a few more
es wwarren: cigntieave Lanour | -
But as far as I'm concerned it’s
‘It is now EIGHT people have of resignation. substance of all that the | no deal with Healey. We've got
obvious that . Isitned from the Labour . The cight are Roger. working class have been | 1, srart getting ready for another
Party in Liverpool in Audrey and Kim Mullin, fighting against since fight.

the Labour protest at the continued Stephen Tabern, Michael working-class history , :
Party have no imprisonment of and Dorothy Armstrong, started. | and a lot of other miners
intention of Slyrewsbury picket Des Ba(nl and Bernard Shore. ‘The a!tiludg of verbal realise _lhat it's not going to be
Warren. They were members of the outrage is typical of the easy with coal stocks as high as

Croshy Labour Party. party. whose self-interest

they are, Obviously, we're going

The letter poes on: ‘“We  takes priority over the 4 ; 5

. 2 A L, : 1 ) )
feel that the continued injustices of this society :\?orkrebresd— l:;\:',per fre r:'ori(tet:‘(;r
imprisonment of Des handed out to 2 member P 3

railway workers and transport
workers—and they'll need help
from us.

But if we don't fight, then it’s
back to poverty and pit closures.

of the working class whose
only crime is the love of
his kind and the improve-
ment of their lot'.

Warren by the Labour
Party is unforgiveable. To
us it is more than a matter
of conscience, itisthe very

. FIGHT FORTHE
RIGHT TO WORK

Arthur Scargill's point that.
£100 a week is not too much for

and we can't
afford to wait till March. We

Gormley and co are going to

MAY!
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SIXTY YEARS AFTER
Special feature -pages /39

Vic Tumer, one of the jailed Pentonville 5, being
arrested in 1972.

Pentonville and
Shrewsbury

pickets say:
Defend the 44!

LEADING London Docks Group TGWU.

dockers, including two of John Lear, Surrey
the Pentonville Five, Docks Divisional Officer
jailed for picketing by the TGWU.

Tories in 1972, have Ricky Tomlinson,
signed the defence appeal the building worker
for the unemploved

jailed at Shrewsbury
for picketing in 1973,
has also signed the
defence fund appeal.
He said: ‘Unless the

warkers arrested during
the police attack on the
Right to Work March.

The signatories are:

l):cilfs sl'i(:"pr r;te;:van[} ?:::il Whole: “tride " matwm
. movement rallies
a member of the TGWU bound e AL we

National 5
Sl ORI CTORp could have another

Committee. !

Fred Roffe, a member Shrewsbury trial on
of the National our hands’.
Amalgamated  Stever- O Right to Work: The
dores and Dockers Union Campaign 'u','_
executive.

pages 3, 4 and 15.

Advert

Morrie Foley, chair-
man of number 2 (Roval

Docks) TGWU

Divisional Committee. DEFEND
Bernie Steers, THE 44!

NASDU shop steward, NO MORE

R'O_\"{il Docks and SHREWSBURYS!

secretary of the Royal
Dacks Joint PLA Com-

The 44 workers arrested in

mittee, the police attack on the
John Connolly, shop Right to Work March will
steward, West India appear in court on Friday

21 May.
The National Right to
Work Campaign calls

Dock, and a member of
Number | Docks Group

Committee. on all trade union and

George Learmouth, labour movement
chairman, Woest India bodies to send
Docks shop stewards delegations to a picket
commitiee, outside the court on

Brian Nicholson, Friday 21 May at 10am.
chairman, Number | outside Hendon

Magistrates Court, The
Hyde, Edgware Road,
West Hendon, London
NWS,

Send delegations. Make
sure you are represenied.
Bring banrers




country.
factory=—

for the hammer’.
But the workers were fiol
taking it Iving down.

Police

‘We've won two under-
takings', said kddic. One
from management that the
police can't fuke anyone
away unless the union is told
why or where he's being
taken.

“Two, that we'll take in-
dustrial action unless that
person is given legal aid.’

Eddic's was just one of
many horror sfories to come
out of the meseting, which
was aftended by 70 trade
unionists.

Tom McFadden., a
member of Finsbury Park

THREE WORKERS at a North London factory have been
seized in police raids on their homes. They were arrested
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act, the law that has
little to do with ‘preventing terrorism' and everything to
do with driving fear into Irish families living in this

[he arrests were revealed in London on Saturday ata meeting
called to fight the Act. Fddie Reedy, a shop steward at the
in Cricklewood—told how the police raids
had been seen as @ threat to all the workers. “A large number of
West Indians work there’, he said, ‘and they-reckon they're next
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BEHIND THE PREVENTION OF TERRORISM

PICTLRES: Andrew Wiard (Report]

If ever | don't show
up at work six mates
will know what to do.

Richard Cummins

| get letters opened. |
get followed. What
the hell's going on?

Tom MckFadden

We won't live in fear!

No 2 branch of the Engineers
Union. said: ‘If 1 go into a
newsagent  for & paper,
they're 50 busy listening to
my Irish accent, they get
flustered and 1 end up
walking out with the wrong
paper.

I gel letters and they've
heen opened. By whom?

‘I'm béing followed when |
go home from union
meetings. What the hell's

going on?

‘I live on my own indigs. If
the police came for me, who
would know?

Sister

‘I can’t even go home to
my sister in Ireland. She
doesn't want me, beeause the
last time I visited her, the
police raided the house and
pulled everything about.

even ripped out the new
cooker.”
Another AUVEW member,

Richard Cummins, of
Marylebone No 2 branch
sald:

‘THelt really isolated. Then
this letter came to my union
branch from the Trade
Union Committee Against
the Prevention of Terrorism
Act,

‘1 brought it up at work.

Now there ure SIX
Englishmen who have said
that if 1 don’t show up at
work one Monday, they'll
ring up the police stations
and sec il I'm being held
under the Act,

*And they'll ring the
emergency phone number to
get help. to get a solicitor
down to me.'

That  number (01-603
8634) can be used by anyone,

Several people arrested
under the Act, including Joe
Gallagher, a carpenter from
Bletchley, John Higgins, an
electronies techniclan from
Luton, and Pat Arrowsmith.
from the British Campaign
for Withdrawal of Troops
from Northern Ireland, told
the meeting about their
arrests.

DPP: Department

forthe Protect

SOCIALIST WORKER sends fraternal greetings
to Peter Hain. He and his jury have thwarted the
cfforts of senior policemen and top government
officials to put him behind bars. .

We are glad he has not joined the large number of
working class people ‘who go down on the flimsiest of

police evidence—a point he has gone out of his way to

make.

What about George
Davis, or George Ince, he
has asked,

Or for that matter James
Harratty, hanged on flimsy
‘evidence’ of identification,

What about literally
thousands of other unknown
and unnamed people vic-
timised and incarcerated by
the forees of law and erder and
their increasingly well known
lttle tricks?

Pressure

According 1o Michael
Zander. the legal correspon-
dent of The Guardian, the

Hain prosecution  resulted
from the pressure of the
Treasury  Solicitors,  who

wanted to‘get’ anather of their
left-wing enemies.

These . solicitors, unelected
but immensely powerful, were
also responsible for pushing
through other recent political
prosecutions

These include the prosecu-
tion of the 21 Tranian studems
for conspiracy, and the dis-
affection trial of pacifists who
wifered to help serving soldiees
ger out of the arm).

Such is the power over the
nominal head of the legal
system. the Labour Attorney
General Sam Silkin, that they
openly insult him.

Enemies

After he had attempted to
stop the prosecution ol a Gay
newspaper, onc of them ac-
cused him of ‘giving in ta the
poof labby".

But the power of these
people isn't confined to
launching prosecutions
against their enemies,

Thev're also consistently
able to prevent any awkward
prosecutions against  their
friecnds and fellow pillars of
the community, company
directors.

There are, for instance. to
be no prosecutions against the
businessmen behind the huge
Vehicle and General
bankruptcy fraud

They sold their own shares

i
Tory MP Edward Du Cann

(centre) with two other
former directors of Keyser

Ulimann, the firm which
figures in the V&G scandal

while the price was high, and
paid abselutely unwarranted
dividends to rich shareholders
like Keyser Ullmann (chair-
man; Tory MP Edward Du
Cann).

Further evidence that ther¢
is ane {aw for the poor and
another (or none ai all) for the
rich was disclosed last week by
an Edinburgh based
researcher, W G Carson.

He has elaborate proof that
crimes’ committed by
employers in breach of the
industrial safety regulations
scarcely, if ever, resull in

EDWARD
CANN DU
NO WRONG

proseculions.

In a sample of 200 firms in
the South East of England
committing 4000 offences over
a five-year period, only 1.6 per
cent of first offences and 2,1
per cent of second offences
ever resulted in prosecutions!

The current round of social
service cuts will mean an even
more ludicrous lack of Fac-
tory Inspectors and  even
fewer prosecutions.

This will being great
delight to the lovers of law
and order for the poor and
big profits for the rich.

his politics

Peter Hain: o wanted man because o

of Parasites

From

Times of

v Apri

The axe was bein
Counci) which had been ordered to lop
£1.6 million off its education budgel.

To save £236.000, it decided to cut out

Law Chief Sam Stlken:
openly insulted |,

X (14}
wiclded by Gwent

Mr Ivan Donald Matgary, of East
Grinstead, left £1,685,084 net. He
Jeft £10,000 each to the Society
of Antiquaries, the Society for the

Promodon of Roman Studies, and
The the Roval Archaeological Institute
Great Britain  and
charitable bequests.

other

it’s the
butter
mountain

AFTER the beef mountain—
the butter mountain.

The big monopolies—
Unigate and Express Dairy
Foods=—announced last week
that they were finding it more
profitable to put all their
butter info cold stores.

Their decision is affected by
the increase in what Common
Market pay them for storing
butter—which is now more
than they can get from the
shops.

Ihe butter mountain s
growing at the rate of 1000
tonnes a week. Once in stores, -
it loses in quality. while the
butter which does go into the
shops goes UP in price.

A spokesman for Unigate
told The Times last week:
‘What we are really doing is to
play the international market
while we get rid of old stock.

60 police
take on
pickets .

KENT: 60 police lined the
narrow country lanes that
leads to the Isle of Grain
power station site last Friday
morning.

They were in place well
before the 3I8 strong
workforee arrived for the first
day of their picket,

“Wha's on strike here, us or
them' asked one worker as he
arrived. The picket passed off
well, although the police had
made it plain that they were
prepared ta arrest workers,

Picket

A mass meeting of other
workers on the site who have
refused to cross the picket line
later heard that a detective
inspector had threatened one
steward that he would not be
on a picket line that morning if
he wasn't careful

The strikers’ ¢ase was put ta

the meeting, which vored
overwhelmingly 1o supporn

the men,

The strike is in support of
two Engineering  Union
members and one member of
the Electricians Union, They
were taken off the clock for
reflusing 10 work overtime.

The stewards made every
effort to get a settlement, sven
offering the company a night
shift,

The company however
seems (0 be out to win the
right to make the men work
overtime¢ whenever it suits
them.

SACRIFICE
CORNER

MICHAEL ANDREWS, former
chief executive of the Brandts
merchant bukmﬁ subsidiary of
Grindlays Bank, left the board
of the publidwated Grindlays

i in ember with &
golden handshake of £40,000.

from the Dail)

Telegraph. 10 April,

- CHILDREN FIGHT TO KEEP
FREE BUS PASSES

50000 SCHOOLCHILDREN in
South Wales have been fighting to
win back a free school bus service,
And they look like winning,

a number of freec passes.
Some parents would have had 1o pay
out another £1.25 a week for each child,
Action
Deputations of mums and children went

committees  were  formed,

the council. There were

demonstrations, marches and pickets,

The council plan came in on | April
But on 7 April, the Education Cammittec
backed down.

Their decision will go to the
full council meeting on 7 May,

But they have threatened
that the money will be saved
by cuts elsewhere,

Which simply means that
other people will have to learn
to fight as effectively as these
children and their parents,




hath

be given

LABOUR’S Programme 1973,
which formed the basis of the
Labour Party Manifestos in
1974, declared as the first-aim
of the next Labour government:

(1 To bring about a fundamental and
irreversible shift in the balance of power
and wealth in favour of working people
and their families.

TheLabour government’s plans for the
next year, as outlined in this month’s
Budget, have a different aim:

[J To bring about a fundamental and
irreversible shift in the balance of power
and wealth in favour of moneylenders,
shareholders, industrialists and all
others who make wealth from the labour
of working people and their families.

Stock exchange experts and City
editors are still rubbing their eyes in
disbelief at Chancellor Healey's han-
douts.

For a start, he has wiped out Corpora-
“tion Tax apparently for ever.

For the first time since the Bank of
England was. ‘nationalised’ in 19486, he
has instructed it to authorise ‘medium
term.finance’ for loans to industrialists.

Healey has also offered relaxations in
the Price Code. There is already no limit
on prices for export goods or for capital
goods—and now Healey is promising to
remove the slender price restrictions on
goods for sale here in Britain.

Add to this the sudden and unexpected
‘concessions’ on capital transfer tax for
people whe hand over their private
businesses. Under Healey's last Budget,
a businessman who left £1 million worth
of business in his will had to pay
£589,750 tax. Now Healey says he need
only pay £394,750.

Never in 50 years’ history of Labour

governments has so much government
money, concessions and care been
lavished on industrialists and
shareholders.

What is the reason for all this? Healey
says that all this money—your money,

HEALEY’S MOTTO
To them that

shall

workers’ money—has to be handed over
to industrialists and shareholders so that
they can invest it in machinery and
create more jobs

That was exactly the argument used
by Anthony Barber, Tory Chancellor in
1973, for his tax hand-outs to the rich,

What happened? Investment did not
rise. Enormous fortunes were stashed
away in property speculation and fringe
banking.

The speculators and fringe bankers
are coming out of the woodwork again.
There is no evidence whatever that the
money Healey hands out to capitalists
will result in manufacturing industry
boom—or investment.

Keith Richardson, the Sunday Times
Industrial Editor who has his nose firmly
fixed tothe gravy-train passengers in the
City, put it clearly: Two years as
Chancellor have taught Denis Healey
that there are two things he cannot
control. He cannot make people either
work or invest.

There can now be no doubt about what
is happening. The workers of Britain are
being soaked to the tune of thousands of
millions of pounds for the sake of an
illusion: that the bosses and
shareholders will provide jobs for them.

it didn’t happen in 1973. And it will
happen even less this time.

At no stage will Healey’'s
proposals help the unemployed.

The proposals prove that the fight for
the right to work is inextricably bound up
with the fight for decent wages: that the
fight against the 3 per cent is part and

parcel of the fight against the social
spending cuts and the fight against
unemployment.

The Budget proposals add a new
dimension to the call by the London
Confederation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions for a strike and day
of action on unemployment on Wednes-
day 26 May.

The 26 May demonstration now
becomes a focus not only for anger about
unemployment, but for all workers’
action on the government’s wage freeze.

The most popular slogan on the
Manchester to London Right to Work
March last month was:

Stop the Cuts!

Smash the Freeze!

Fight for the Right to Work!

The three demands cannot be
separated, but can now be reinforced
with another call for action:

All out on 26 May!

@
A demonstrator's placard puts Healey's Budget in a nutshell.

RIGHT TOWORK: THE CAMPAIGN NOW

RIGHT TO WORK Cam-
aign secretary John

son has called for the
maximum possible work
by campaign supporters
for the 26 May day of
action called by the
Assembly on Unemploy-
ment.

‘Unemployed workers can
play a particularly effective
part in mobilising support,* he
said. The National Pgight to
Work Campaign has called on
all its local committees and all
the 1000 trade union
organisations supporting the
campaign to:

O3 Call for strike action for

26 May against unemploy-
ment, against the cuts and
against any wage deal between
the TUC and Healey.

O Organise direct action
before 26 May through
pickets, occupations and small
demonstrations calling for

stoppages.

‘Defend 44’ picket growing

SUPPORT for the picket outside Hendon
Magistrates Court, in North West London, on

Friday 21 May is coming in to the Right to

Work Campaign’s office.

A picket of delegates from trade union bodics
has been called to support the 44 unemployed
workers arrested on the Right to Work march
when it was attacked by the police.

Tommy Douras, one of the marchers whowas
not arrested, told Socialist Worker: ‘We must
organise support for the 44 before the case, not
afterwards. That is the best protection against
another Shrewsbury. We want as many
deiegations from trade union bodies with their

banners outside the court as possible and not
just from London—from all over the country.”

The following trade union bodies have

AUEW.

romised support outside the court that day:

anngey Trades Council, Clansons AUEW.
Waltham Forest and Newham CPSA, London
Airport EETPU, Frenchay NUPE Hospital
Branch, Lambeth Trades Council, Goldsmiths
College Student Union, North Hammersmith
Health NUPE, North London NUT, Dillons
ACTS 1451 Branch, Blackburn AUEW no 1,
Moorfields Eve Hospital NUPE, Edmonton
and Enficld Trades Council, Edmonton No |

0 Organise visits to every

" one of the 1,000 trade union

bodies that have supported the
campaign so far urging them
to organise action for 26 May.
All these and many others will
already have received a letter
from the Right to Work
Campaign urging support for
the 26 May.

0 Call local demonstrations
where none have been organis-
ed for the 26th and organise
leaflets, posters and factory
gate meetings around
workplaces calling for sup-

port,

O Organise delegations of
unemployed workers around
local  workplaces arguing
against overtime, for a shorter
working week and for support
for the 26th.

0. Get employed workers
and trade union bodies spon-
soring the campaign to go
down to the dole quenes with

leaflets bringing unemployed
workers into the campaign.

O Organise direct action on
the 26th.

‘We don't just want a lot of
Fussivc demonstrations,’ said

ohn Deason, ‘One thing we
learnt on the march was that
unemployed workers can
break through the conven-
tions and gel in and argue
directly with workers, We
shall be visiting any factory
that tries to work overtime on
the 26th.

‘We shall be organising
widespread coordinated ac-
tion by the unemployed onthe
day as well as by those at
work.*

O  Organise resolutions
through every trade union
body calling for official
support for the day of action.

Link the 26th in all
resolutions and actions with
the demonstration on 21 May
in London in support of the 44
arrested Right to Work
marchers.
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National Right to Work Campaign
Rank and File Organising Committee

No deals
with Healey!

Stop
the Cuts

Smash the
freeze!

Fight for the

Right to Work!

ALLOUT
26 MAY!

RIGHT TO WORK
CAMPAIGN

Picket the TUC Economic Com-
mittee, this Wednesday, 14 April.
NO MORE DEALS!

9am, Congress House, Great Russell Street,

London WC1 (nearest tube Tottenham Court
Road).
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ANGER and frustration ,

. as strikers confront
their convenor over the
calling-off of a battle to
save 18 jobs.

In the centre. giving voice
to the bitterness, Albert
Gillson, On the right, under
fire. convenor Sheff Hill,
ironically one of those (o be
axed.

The confrontation follow-
ed #t mass meeting of most of
the 2000 strikers at the
Bentley factories in
I.eicester.

The meeting had just
voted to return to work after
being told there was no
alternative,

Return

Bridget Paton. local dis-
trict secretary of the
Engineering Union, began
the call for a return to work
with these words:

*This strike has been a
huge success. You have
shown the united strength of
the trade union movement in
defence of 18sacked people’.

Management had an-
nounced early in the two-
week strike thut the whole
New Bridge Street plant
where Sheff Hill is convenor,
would be shut in ten weeks
with the loss of 300 jobs.

Bridget Paton bowed 10
his threat: 'If a flrm wants 10
close a factory there is very
little we can do about it, If
management’s will to keep it
open is not there, we can'tdo
anything about it,

Ordinary

“We're not the powerful
movement the media says we
are. We are just ordinary
working people’.

Notr a word about UCS,
noi a word aboul Fisher
Bendix. Nothing abowr an)y
of the yuccessiul hattles o
save .."r.'f'.\’

The ‘solution’ of most of
the platform only became
clear when the local MP,Jim

Marshall, took the
microphone.
“The knitting machine

industry is going to die
unless something is done, he
said.

‘We must convince central
government of this, I have
been tryving for the past 18
months to persuade the
government to reorgamise
the industry, preferably in

WHY, WHY,WHY?”

Confronted-the convenor who
wouldn’t f ig for his own j

Sheff Hill: he urged sur-
render

the public sector,

But while the MP was
trying to persuade  the
government, others in the
meeting had a different solu-
tion.

Az Albert Gillson argued:
‘We are making an awful
mistake, 1 we go back to
work. we shall have struck in
vain, We will have lost an

CUTS
MEAN
SUFFERING

CAN YOU MAKE DO WITH

LESS?
Govermment policy means restriction
of public services funding.
FOR THE PEOPLE DF ISLINGTON
THIS MEANS
© MOSPITAL CLOSURES
» LESS HOUSING
« LESS ESTATE MAINTERANCE

» LIBRARY CLOSURES
« LESS CARE FOR THE OLD, THE DEPRIVED,

important battle,
‘Who will want (o be a
shop steward, knowing this

can happen? We must stay
out wuntif all 18 are
reinstated’,

Another shop steward
argued: ‘By returning to
work. we are accepting the
principle  of compulsory
redundancy. We have never

achieye. kvery plant was
stopped. 2000 workers came
ont, not to defend just the 18,
but to defend the jobs and
rights of all  Bentleys'
workers.

That spirit and
solidarity will have to be
rebuilt. The strength to
defeat Bentleys is already
there.

the dole, Bentleys are now
poing ahead with the closure
of the rest of the plant and
redundancies  throughout
their Leicester factories.
Bridget Paton ¢ven warn-
ed that ‘wage cuts cannot be
ruled out as a possibility’.
I'he tragedy is that for two
weeks the Bentley workers
showed what solidarity can

accepted this before',

Another steward argued
from the floor: ‘If we go back
now we are going back 10
discuss more redundancies,
We have been on strike for
two weeks for absolutely
nothing. YWe must stay out
for all our sakes’.

But the vote to go back
was carried. The 18 are on

Jobless fight

areincreases

UNEMPLOYED workers in
Glasgow have hit back against

the fare increases.

Twenty-five members of the local
Right to Work Committee occupied
the offices of the passenger transport

executive last Tuesday.

Council building department who took a
leaflet invited the Right to Work Com-
mittee to attend his next shop stewards'
meeting.

John Deason, secretary of the
National Right to Work Campaign, told
Socialist Worker: “This is the sort ol
action we will be taking all over the

Bridgeton bus garage and the loss of
more jobs.’

The two-hour occupation was given
wide publicity by the lacal radio station,
most daily newspapers and both televi-
sion channels.
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DEFENCE

FUND:
EVERY
PENNY

COUNTS

MONEY 1S rolling in
for the Right to Work
Defence Fund for the 44
marchers arrested when
the police attacked the
Right to Work March,

ut more will be need-
ed. Defence costs will be
very expensive. Legal
aid will not cover the
cost of travelling lo
London to consull
solicitors or most of the
other costs.

Donations this week
include:

Collection puhlic
meeting in Huyton £19.50;
Stackport Right to Wark
Committee £5; Haringey
Trades Council @ E£10;
Hammersmith 122
ASTMS collection £3.50;
Aberdeen Right to Work
Committee £15Mclnerney
site £31.50; NUS Con-
ference £173.79: Lambeth
Conference on Unemploy-
ment £6,10, NUJ Book
Branch £20: Glasgow
Right to Work Com-
mittee  collection at
Citizens for 7.84 play £100,
South FEast London IS
Fight the Cuts Film Show
£2.25.

Kilburn- Poly £2.3),
Leeds University Branch
ASTMS £13.68; NUPE
Ciay Cross branch EJO;
NLT Ossett Association
£5: Barbara Tizzard £5: Dr
F Jalall £S; TOK £l
member Tameside Trades
Council £5; Athert Dennis
L1, Chris Barltrap £10.

[ Please send money
urgently to Ernie
Roberts, Treasurer,
Right to Work Defence
Fund, 265a Seven
gisiers Road, London,

4,

ADVERTISEMEN| ﬁ

Did you see
the police
attack the
marchers?

The police are trying 1o
throw the book at the
arrested Right to Wark
marchers,

This must not be anather
Shrewshury case, with
trade unionists jailed,

Anyone who saw the
uttick—particularly
building workers on the
Staples Corner M| site
and workers at Smiths
Industries,
Cricklewood—should
contact the Right to
Work Campaign  im-
mediately. Phone 01-802
6145,

THE RANDICAPPED Outside, with placards and banners, country,

Their action followed news of the third

s ISLINGTON IS ALREADY OPERATING increase this year, Glasgow now has the other Right to Work Campaign sup- ‘In Glasgow they are putting the fares

-~ ON A MINIMLSE PROVISION. highest fares in Britain, 23p after four rﬂ?lfis fkl};‘mcd a PlCl'(Qt and hand;;d_ "eu‘; up, reducing the ‘services and sacking
ettt fare stages. caflets. The main entrance was cham busmen. We will be campaigning against

R ISUNGTON NEEDS BETTER SERVICES One of the committee, Lana Borrell, and padlocked. The fire escape was the cuts -and any other attacks on

guarded. jobs

.7 with this sort of action in every
A shop steward from Glasgow District ared.

~ NOT LESS| gaid: *We are protesting at the new fare

increases and at the planned closure of

] NALGD e trade LsoA 0T TIROGT BN g g »
Gnre s .':':':‘:':;:' DIk YT S O

ADVERTISEMENT

S R P R AN
26 MAY—A GOOD WAY TO ORGANISE

This half-page advertise- people whose services are and stewards’ committees
ment (left) appeared in the being slashed. are urged to take up the
Islington Gazette five days it's no accldent that idea of a big advertisement
before the 26 November Islington NALGO had one for the 26 May strike and
demonstration on un- of the biggest contingents day of action on unemploy-

" Vie Dy arss thal c00rOTE e Wi | (0t Se ackand Dv Ibw
% Voethe’ Gazerantord 0f hoss bave €L6 70 bayr e crissoree

A WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

Comiest par 028 onancdorn AP vacw yricn rades
Cearch, wess - asmnnan ard SHOW THAT You
RE

e e,

-.---.k.
"

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1975
Isfington branch NALGO cell on all trade

DI RN, .z.;o..hﬁ;;“..';wemn%‘.:f employment, —nearly 300—on the ment in their local paper.
tha demonstration and lobbry of Parkement on demonstration, Local branches and

unampk TV, it must have attracted ) committees could be cir-
b e the attention of hundreds Right to Work Com- cularised and asked to sign

et

and heip foot the bill.

of local trade unionists— mittees, union branches




Average pay for men £60.80. .. for women £37.40

IF AN EQUAL PAY STRIKE
starts in your area or your
factory, remember: the women
need the maximum support
possible from the

TheyTe out
all over

ABBOTS
BROTHERS,
Biggleswade.

Four women and one
man, all in the AUEW,
won equal pay at the
beginning of February.
The man got the in-

GEC,
Birlec,
Birmingham.

60 TASS members
came out for £10. They
won support from the
men. They're still out,

HEATRAE-
SADIA
ENGINEERING,
Norwich.

Nine ASTMS members
have the support of the
men, They're still out

NEWTON
DERBY,
Derby.

20 APEX members and
two men were on strike
for 12 weeks. Their
case has now gone to
an industrial tribunal,

are claiming £3.40 for
parity with the men.
The men crossed the
picket line throughout
the strike, although it
was official, Now the
case has gone to ar-
bitration.

have been out for three
months—and they're
still outl They are
claiming up to £15 to
bring them up to the
men’s rates. The men
in TASS are supporting
the strike,

26 TASS members
came out supported by
the men, for 33 days.
They won increases of
between £7 and £14.,

crease, 100, on strike.

H J BARLOW, COCKBURN MAGNETIC WHEWAY -

Wednesbury VALVES, ELECTRICAL WATSON,
Hillington, ALLOYS, Hillington,
Scotland. Hamilton, Scotland.

25 GMWU members 23 TASS members Scotjand

11 TASS members,
supparted by one man,
won £f5 to £7 in-
creases, Supplies to
the Coal Industry were
blacked.

number of workers.

0 APPROACH other women
workers, in the same union, in
the same company, on the
same industrial estate.

OO FIND OUT where other
factlories and offices in the
same company are,
organise leafletting and collec-

tions.

O REMEMBER that the sup-
port of the men can be crucial.
But you won't get it unless you
ask for it. Don't rely on the
officials to ask for it either.

Go and see the shop
stewards’ committee,
branch, the district committee

largest
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and

the

MARGARET
RENN

immediately,

[GEC, CLARKSONS
Treforest, Wales. TOOLS,

400 AUEW members Sheffield.

came out for £3.45 to
bring them up to the
minimum male rate
They got the support of
the male supervisors
and the AUEW Llantri-
sant District Com-
mittee. Management
threatened redundan-
cy, and they settled for

£2.50,

After twa weeks on
strike,. 44 TASS
members won in-
creases of up to £8, in
excess of the £6 limit,
The men supported
them. Now the Depart-
ment of Employment is
investigating the
settlement,

EQUAL PAY is yours by right, Every woman is

entitled to it. It isn’t included in the £6 limit.
There are huge increases to be won. Women typists

working for the Scottish division of General Motors have

just been awarded pay rises of up to £16, bringing their

wages to £57 a week.

But they had to fight for it. All women will have to fight for it.

It's no good relying on the law.
The Equal Pay Act says
women should get the same
money when doing the same
or ‘hroadly similar’ work.
But the At is being under-

[T’S OUR RIGHT
-BUT WE
STILL HAVE TO FIGHT

for EQUAL PA

Y

Work is dangerous
to your health.

PICTURE: Androw Wlard (Report)

D
} mined by the very people

g : was not equal. The man was But the tribvnal said that ~ appointed from a TUC list, should be treated like any Special feature on
appointed 1o uphold ir. under less supervision. He because themenalsodid‘abit  one from a CBI list, and a other pay increase, and that it Women's health and safety at
l dealt with more outside con- of clerking’ the women chairman who is cither a 15 in excess of the £6 limit! work plus articles on the
¥ CLAIMS tracts, shouldn’t get equal pay. harrister or solicitar, Two to Therelis no reason why abortion campaign, un-
: *T'he company was entitied one yvou lose, women should earn less than employmenl among womern,
Fhe Industrial |oibunals, to take itinto account the past* VALUE Andiwhere they do fight men—unless you are one of
which are settling some of the expericnce of Mr Fletcher ; e and win, women can't be sure the employing class and it's to
claims aren't allowing ‘broad- and his background Heavy work has always they will get what they are your advantage to pay one-
ly similar’ 1o count at ail. So she lost. ?""" -""in'“’rlj‘]‘;;“‘n':‘nfr“g("“““ entitled to. third of the working pOP“];l'
" Take two examples, from or paying OFE "y jons tion less than the rate for the
the - Birmingham Tyl So did the rifle packers a1~ because they are doing what i o i S
IS YCHT, Parker Hale. WOMIEH s CVIRYS S ORE (ORit IREreasE Of '8 | Women have been paid tao
th.,\,";;{ Hunt worked as a In their case, the tribunal paid less for, clerical work, ;‘J’J:gﬁ;n&:“:ff:iwmi&m little for too long. Plhe_v‘\»e from your Socialist
wallpaper  stockcontroller, agreed that the two women the value of clerical work - A ' had enough. orker seller or :!Irect
She claimed equality with a worked just as hard as the  suddenly goes up, ) ~The Department of | gomt Womena Vodce. 8
male stockcantroller dealing men in packing rifles- and The law is being redefined Employment is now in- Thevk A | Lc.:t‘:'orlsE2 SDP:r ens,
with paints and sundrics. loading the packing cases, more narrowly than ever, vestigating the settiement on L NEVENOW What they re ondon 2
But the Tribunal ruled she weighing up to one hun- And who by? The tribunals the grounds that it was a entitled to. And they're

Had no case becadsc the work dredweight, have three members. One general increase, that it fighting for it.
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‘CO-OPERATION, not com-
petition.” After 1815 this
became Robert Owen's cons-
tant theme.

Lanark, because they didn't need to. 18th century  Enlightment, they
With labour so cheap and plentiful, it helieved that if only people could be

was nol necessary to hother about made 10 see the truth, ‘the truth would

raising productivity by methods that & set them free’. The Utopians did not

cost money. " realise that inferesis, not reason, were
Still less were they, or the ruling what mattered.

oligarchy of rich landlords, willing 10

socialism was preached in Britain—and
essentially similar ideas were being
advocated in France and, a little later,
elsewhere in Western Europe.

But how 1o get it? Owen had believed
at first that the ruling class could be

‘Man's nature is made, not by persuaded  of  the superiority  of

ey

TR —

Robert Owen and other thinkers

were

unrealistic

about how

socialism could be achieved.
They did not realise that in-
terests. not reason, were what

mattered.

International
Socialism

International Soclalism
Journal for March/April Is,
now available.

Notes of the month cover
the background and
eifects of Healey's savage
cuts, the meiting pot of
Southern Alrica and a
look at racism in {oday's
Tory Party.

Mike Buckingham argues
that the end of the
Scottish Daily News
heralds the end of
workers' co-operativeasa
job saviour,

o~

Tony Cliff and Robin
Peterson survey the last
three months in Portugal
and look al the tasks
facing revolutionaries in
the face of the bosses’
offensive.

The Middle East is
covered by Terry Povey
with a critical look at the
role of revolutionaries in
the Arab states.

_Twenty years after
Khrushchev's ‘secrel’
speech concerning the
crimes of Stalin, Duncan
Hallas argues that a
discussion on Stalinism
and Communism is
relevant today In the light
of John Gollan’s ‘Socialist
Demaocracy: Some
Problems'.

David Widgery's book on
the Left in Britain Is
reviewed by Marlin Shaw.

International Socialism is
avallable, 20p plus 10p
postage from 8 Cottons
Gardens, London E2 8DN.
It can also be obtained
from your SW seller.

him but for him' so competitive
capitalism based on the‘survival of
the fittest and the weakest to the
make men savage,

wall' must
ruthless and anti-social.

Impose the law of the jungle and you
breed beasts. Build society on' the
principles of co-operation. "a new social
order based on human brotherhood’,
and people will be co-operative and

civilised.

This was the first form in which

\WITH FRIENDS LIKE ORME,

time),

transform society.

W/HO NEEDS TORIES?

LAST WEDNESDAY
morning, amid the upper-

class squalor of the
H_ousq of Lords, an
historic motion  was

debated; to get the troops
out of Ireland.

The motion—the first on
the subject ever to he put
down in Parliament—was
moved by Labour MP Tom
Driberg.

Not surprisingly, it has
caused guite a stir, What will
surprise many people is who
15 doing the stirring,

Press reparts have spoken
of Labour whips putting
pressure on Driberg to back
off.

But, according tw Fifth
Column’s correspondent in-
side the Mother of Parlia-
ments, that is only half the
story.

Pressure

By far the heaviest
pressure has béen exerted
not by the whips but hy
many of Driberg’s fellow
Heft-wingers’,

Most prominent among

them is Tribunite Stan
Orme, until recently, the
Minister of State for
Northern Ireland. He has
been running round in
circles trying to get Driberg
to think again,
‘even to mention the
possibility of withdrawing
the troops is to give aid and
comfort 1o the bombers’,

The goad socialist Orme
i, of course, a dab hand at

QUOTE

OR1HE
WEEK

We are now in a
post-capitalist
period.

—ASTMS general
secretary Clive Jenkins, at
a meeting in Cambridge on

3 April.

ulling some very unsocialist
hing-the-scenes strings on
the question of Ireland,
When the Southern
Ireland  government took
Britain 1o the FEuropean
Court of Human Rights over
the usc of torture in con-
getration camps such as
Long Kesh. Orme quickly
moved into action,
He threatened and ca-
- joled, bargained and
manoeuyred with Dublin to

get them to drop the idea,

Al to no avail. After three
years of waiting, the case has
finaily been heard.

The verdict Has vet to be
published. But —as in his
dealings with Driberg it is
widely believed to be one in
the eye for Orme.

Which makes him wortha
verdict all of his own:
Defender of Torture, Ac-
complice to Murder.

socialism or co-operation (the two
words were interchangeable at the

Transform

Once persuaded by the power of
sheer reason. they themselves would

He was soon disillusioned. The
capitalists of the day had not taken up

- Owen's ‘scientific management’ ideas.
in spite of their proven success at New

them to do!

Marx described Owen and similar
thinkers on the continent as “the great
Utopians’, They understood, in ad-
vance of everyone else, the necessity for
the socialist reconstruction of society.

But their notions of how it could be
brought about were utterly unrealistic,

Essentially they relied upon reason,
upon persuasion. True disciples of the

Callaghan addresses the

EXCLUSIVE PICTURE

About these skivers, M Jones...

LABOUR MP Dan Jones. a
real champion of the
working-class asked the
Commons last week: “What
is being done to eliminate the
growing number of skivers?

He wasn't of course talk-

ing about lay-abouts such as

himsel. who are paid £100 2

THE BOSS

week for airing theirbigotry
and ignorance.

No, Mr Jones, good
wocialist” that he is, was
talking about the un-
employed.

He added that he had had
‘a large number of letters
from constituents who are

Tune: All People Who on Earth Do Dwell.
Praise boss when morning workbells chime.
Praise him for bits of overtime.
Praise him whose wars we love to fight.
Praise him, fat leech and parasite.

—From the Industrial Workers of the World Songbook, 1909

becoming enraged at the
frequent abuse of social
security benefits’,

Mr Jones might care to
give those constituents the
following facts from last
YORT:

[ Less than £4 million was
wrongly claimed by people
on supplementary benefits.

O 15350 claimants were
prosecuted.

0 £500 million was fiddled
in tax evasion.

[0 126 taxpayers were
prosecuted.,

0 No Commons questions
were asked by Mr Dan Jones
about ‘upper class skivers'
and the frequent abuse of the
restof us . ..

Ina
] of depression,
wine trader James Lynch

moment

treated nimsell o =&

pre-Budget lunch at that
most salubrious of May-

fair  restaurants, the
Mirabelle. Ha had an
omelette and a bottle of
Cheval “Blanc 62. The
omelette cost 85p—the
wine €17

—from the Daily Ex-
press, 8 April.

0 GUESS how much this
hard-up country of ours
spent on the Secret Ser-
vice last year? Would you
believe £31,000,000 . ..

contemplate their own liquidation as a
claxs—wihich is what Owen ways inviting

Respect

Since the ‘respectable’ classes would

not listen to Owen, he was forced to

You are
now going
tobe
sick...

THE RECENT Royal visit
to Fleet Streer seems to have
unhinged the editor of the
print union paper, Naisopa
Journal. Read this
nauseating parageaph from
its reportl of the Royal tour
of the Evening Standard:

But on the
day, the atmosphere
changed. Brakei‘\ands
put on ties-for the first
time. All the reels
appeared with ER on the
reel ends, people
appeared in the machine
room, not doing anything
but waiting. Algie the
Fib dressed up in a suit
made of a Union Jack,
with a top hat, waiting to
lead the clappinﬁ in the
vanway. Everywhere the
Royal couple went they
mingled with, and often
spoke to, print workers —
asking what job they did
and, because of the many
who were waiting to see
them, asking was this
what was meant by over-
manning,

[1 WHILE on the subject
of our wonderful Queen,
you'll be overwhelmed by
the news that next year
(can you wait?) is her
Silver Jubilee. To mark
this memorable occa-
sion, London Transport is
planning to paint silver
every bus on the No 25
route {25 years as Queen,
geddit?). And that's not
all. There’s going to be
piped music on the top
deck.

Not bad for an outfit so
‘hard up' that it's cutting
out one service after
another . . .

IT WILL affect me bloody
roughly. 1 just hope my
wife will continue to un-
derstand me.

—Peter Parker, on
accepting the job of
British Rail boss at a
salaryof ‘only’ £23,100a
year on 7 April.

EJPRESS coverage of last
week's National Union of
Students’ conference
was pradictably ob-
noxious. But there was
one bright spot—the day
London Evening Stan-
dard reporter Mary
Macpherson’s coverage
appeared under the not
inaccurate by-line of
Mary Hacpherson . . .

[1 SOCIETY AS WE KNOW
IT: A factory in East
Kilbride—MacDonald’s—

announced a vacancy last
week for & labourer. 400
paople applied for the job , .

turn to working men and women.

He never lost his faith in the power of
persuasion but he did hecome con-
vinced of the need for direct action—
but direct action of a special kind.

It was necessary. to use a
later phrase. ‘to build the
new sociely within the shell
of the old".

This could be done by
establishing  ‘co-operative
sociefies’.

These were not mere retail
shops. They were societies of
producers—'workers’  co-
operatives’ is the current
term.

They atmed to creare
islands of socialism in the
capitalist seq,

As they. and the ‘com-
munist colonies”—
communes is the current
phase—grew and aftracted
more and more workers, the
sea would eventually be
dried up,

Capitulism would be van-
quished by the superior
attractive power of socialist
production.

By 1830, there were more
than 300 societies of this sort
in existence,

Growth

Then the take-off really
began. It was associated with
the first really big-scale
growth of trade unionism in
Britain (or the world) which
culminated in the Grand
National Consolidated
Trades Union of 1833-34,

These new mass unions
were more or less under
Owenite influence and
reparded the promaotion of
co-aperative production asa
central aim,

For a brief spell, Owenite
socialism became a mass
movement.

Owen ‘rapidly convinced
himself that the trade unions
would in a very brief space of
time=five vears—transform
existing society into  a
Socialist community by tak-
ing over industry and run-
ning it co-operatively'.

The savage ruling class
counter-altack  of 1334
shattered the dlusion—
along wirk the unions.

Martyrs
Lock-outs, the ‘docu-
ment’, the courts  (the

Tolpuddle Martyrs were
their most celebrated vic-
tims) and starvation broke
the Grand National and
most of the societies along
with it.

The labour movement was
crushed and co-operation
degenerated from ‘the New
Moral Order’ into a matter
of retail shopkeeping.

Owen did not recognise
the class struggle but it
smashed his movement.

The mnext step was the
birth of class stroggle
socialism.
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THIS YEAR is the 60th anniversary of the Easter
Rising in Dublin, a desperate attempt to win the
fight for a free Ireland. It s failure is the reason that
violence in Ireland continues today.

The leaders of the Rising wanted to prevent
Ireland’s partition. The socialists among them
were aware that to cut off the North was to make it
safe for sectarianism. They knew too that the
Scuth on its own would be a bastion of Catholic
reac.ion. The labour movement would be stunted,

incapable of growth.

This is what happened when Ireland was divided

in 1921.

Had the Rising succeeded, had they managed to
make Ireland united and free, the built-in injustice
of Northern Ireland would never have been. The
present nightmare would have been prevented.

That's one reason to remember Ireland's Easter

Rising.

ow Ireland’s nightmare

need never have been

JAMES CONNOLLY, military
commander of the Easter Week
insurgents, was possibly the
best socialist writer ever born
in these islands. A pioneer
fighter for trade unionism in
Britain and the United States
before settling permanently in
Dublin, he committed himself
firmly to an independent all-
Ireland when he realised that
anything else would mean
disaster for the labour move-
ment.

In the period leading up to

CENTRE PAGES:‘We only want the earth’

the Rising he warned again and
again what would happen if the
Republicans were defeated
and partition imposed. His
words are startingly relevant
today . . . |

‘The effect of such exclu-
sion [of the Six Counties]
upon Labour in Ireland will be
at least equally, and probably
more, disastrous.

‘All hopes of uniting the
workers, irrespective of
religion or old political battle
cries will be shattered, and

through North and South the
issue of Home Rule will be still
used to cover the iniquities of
the capitalist and landlord
class.

‘It still remains to be seen’
whether the working-class
agitation cannot succeed in
frightening these vampires
from the feast they are
promising themselves upon
the corpse of a dismembered
Ireland.’

James Connolly, 11 April
1914.

EASTER

RISING

ABOVE: Behind the
Dublin Post Office after
the Rising was suppressed.
Connolly and Pearse had
taken it as their head-
quarters until its destruc-
tion by British shelling.

TOP: The Starry Plough,
flag of Connolly'’s Citizen
Army, which had been
Sformed by the Dublin
dockers and labourers as a
defence against strike-
breaking during the 1913
transport strike and lock-
ol

LEFT: The Proclamation
of a republic that was read
Jrom the steps of the
Dublin Post Office that
Easter Monday morning.
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ABOVE: The Citizen Army drawn up ouiside its headguarters, the offices
of the Irish Transport Workers Union, RIGHT; The situation that led to

THE
EASTER
RISING

EUT i

Ry

its formation— the police attack strikers during the 1973 transport strike.

£KKG Ao

LENIN wrote of the Easter Ris-
ng:

The centuries-old [Irish
national movement, which called
for Irish independence, expressed
itself in street fighting conducted
by a section of the urban petty
bourgeoisie and a section of the
workers after a long period of
mass agitation. demonstration,
suppression of the press, efc.

Whoever calls such an uprising
a ‘putsch’” is either a hardened
reactionary, or a doctrinaire
hopelessly incapable of picturing
a social revolution as a living
thing.

The term ‘putsch’, in the
scientific sense of the word, may
be employed  only when the
altempt  al insurrection has
revealed nothing but a circle of
conspirators or stupid maniacs,
and has aroused no sympathy
among the masses.

Whoever expects a ‘pure’ social
revolution will never live toseeit.
Such = person pays lip service to
revolution without understan-

Social revolution
‘as a living thing’

ding what revolution really is.
The socialist revolution in
Europe cannot be anything but
an outburst of mass struggle by
all and sundry oppressed and
discontented elements. Sections
of the petty bourgeoisie and of
the backward workers will in-
cvitably participate in  it—
without such participation. mass
struggle is not  possible, no
revolution is possible—and just
as inevitably will they bring into
the movement their prejudices.
their reactionary fantasies, their
weaknesses and errors . . .

Premature

The misfortune of the Irish is
that they have risen prematurely,
when the European revolt of the
proletariat has not ye: matured.
Capitalism is not so harmonious-
Iy built that the various springs of
rebellion can of themselves merge
al one effort. without reverses or
defeats.

LENIN, July 1916

Ll
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MIGHT THIS H

JAMES CONNOLLY wrote of the
Rising: ‘Socialists in other coun-
tries will never understand why I
am here’,

Indeed many did not. His in-
volvement with nationalists such as
Patrick Pearse was attacked at the
time as a betrayal of Marxist

principle,
Connolly joined the
Republicans  and  brought the

Citizen Army into alliance with the
Volunteers because he understood
the importance of Labour playing
a full part in the struggle for
ot —
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Some men, faint-hearted, ever seek
Qur programme 1o retouch,

And will insist, whene'er they speak

That we demand too much.

"Tis passing strange, yvet | declare
Such statements give me mirth,
For our demands most moderate
are, We only want the earth.

‘Be moderate,’ the trimmers cry,
Who-dread the tyrants’ thunder,
*You ask too much and people fly
From you aghast in wonder.’

"T'is passing strange, for | declare
Such statemenis give me mirth,
For our demands most moderate
are, We only want the earth.

Our masters all a godly crew,
Whose hearts throb jor the poor,
Their sympathies assure us, 100,
If our demands were fewer.

Most generous souls! But please
observe,

What they enjoy from birth

Is all we ever had the nerve

To ask, that is, the earth.

- ‘“THEMYTH CREATEL
.. TOHIDE THE TRUT

REVILED in their time, the men of
1916 are revered everywhere today.
Even Harold Wilson recently
referred to them as ‘great patriots’,

Their tradition has become the
official ideology of the southern
Irish state.

The people who betrayed the
Rising Ead to turn the past into
myth, twist the truth for electoral
purposes. De Valera and William
Cosgrave waved the flag of revolu-
tion while digging a grave to bury
the principles which inspired it

In southern lreland the

independence, To stand on the
sidelines, as ‘moderate’ socialists
suggested, would have meant
leaving the leadership in the hands
of right-wingers.

Collapse
Two vyears carlier European
socialism had collapsed.

‘Moderate® socialists evervwhere
had rallied to national flags and
sent workers out to slaughter one.
another.

Connolly was one of the few to
stand firm."He saw the chance in

e W, ‘W i
AVE BEEN THE SPA
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‘We only wa

AT FIRST sight the 1916 Rising
was a mad-cap affair. Hardly
anyone took it seriously: a raggle-
taggle army with mixed up
uniforms and old fashioned
muskets marching up 0’Connell
in Dublin on Easter
Monday morning, dashing into
the Post Office, and beginning to

Street

break the windows.

Then one of them came out and read a
‘Proclamation’ to a bewildered group of
onlookers: ‘Irishmen and Irishwomen;
In the name of God and of the dead
generations from which she receives her
old tradition of nationhood. Ireland.
through us, summons her children to
her flag and strikes for her freedom . . . 4

Their aim was to throw off the British
rule that had opporessed and exploited

Ireland for 300 vears.

Elsewhere in Dublin small groups

Proclamation of Easter 1916
became Holy Writ. to be recited on
ceremonial occasions.

The schools gave out a version of
Easter Week in which the heroic
Volunteers marched down
O’Connell Strect in neat array,
cach face transfigured by patriotic
fervour, There was not one among
them, it was strongly implied, who
besmirched Ireland’s cause by
harbouring socialist ideas . , .

Connolly, by this account, wasa
decent Irish Catholic with a Dr
Barnardo-like love of the lower
orders. The other leaders too were

Ireland not merely to strike a blow
for national liberation, but
possibly to spark a different type of
conflict in all Europe,

He believed that by opposing the
capitalist war inarms, ‘Ireland may
vet set the torch to.a European
conflagration that will not burn
out until the last throne and the last
capitalist bond and debenture will
be shrivelled on the funeral pyre of
the last war-lord.’

Mareover, the nationalists with
whom he joined forces were by no
means right-wing. Most of them
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ng other strategic buildings.

sels comprised men from the
inteers, led by Patrick Pearse,
3 James Connolly’s Citizen
'he Citizen Army, based
the Transport and General
Union. had emerged during
Dublin lock-out three years

Confusion

ising was intended to be
je. but confusion—and  the
e defection of some of the
f the Volunteers— left Dublin
levertheless, fighting raged all

week.

By Friday British army artillery
bombardment reduced the centre of
Dublin to rubble. There had been more
than a thousand casualties. The Post
Office was in flames.

Pearse and Connolly surrendered ‘so
as to prevent the further slaughter of
Dublin citizens.’

From a military standpoint, the
Rising had failed. Its leaders were
denounced as ‘mad, wild, Celtic
Bolsheviki'. Newspapers demanded that
‘the worst of the worst of the ringleaders
be singled out and dealt with in the
manner traditional to traitors’,

A faction in the British cabinet led by
Churchill, Birkenhead and Joynson-
Hicks—the same trio who later were to
mastermind the breaking of the General
Strike ten years later—forced through a
policy of repression. Pearse. Connolly
and 14 others were shot.

But the executions provoked a howl

of anger throughout Ireland, even from
those who had opposed the Rising in the
first place. In time, that anger hardened
into political commitment.

The great mass of the people were
more and more disillusioned anyway by
the awesome slaughter in Europe. Sinn
Fein, the party which emerged from the
Rising and which scorned
‘constitutional’ politics, rapidly
established itself in every part of the
country. B

Thousands joined the new ‘lrish
Republican Army’ and in January 1919
the War of Independence erupted across
the country. 4

[he war ended with the disaster of
partition, The North was handed over to
the far right Orange Order, and a right-
wing nationalist regime installed in the
South. The Irish people, Irish workers
in particular, have been paying for that
sell-out ever since.
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CONNOLLY: He hoped the Ris-
ing would be the first step towards
socialism.

IR s sidcsipd,
PEA RSE: leader of the nationalist

frish Volunteers
4

5 X
DE VALERA: He played a ymall
part in the Rising, but lived to reap
the benefits of the romantic myth
that grew afterwards.

ANGER TODAY

ALTHOUGH the Irish govern-
ment have opted out there will still
he a commemoration of the Faster
Rising this vear. The Provisionals
have stepped into the breach.

They, at least, will keep faith
with the past. They promis¢ ‘a
massive demonstratioh’outside the
Dublin Post Office on 25 April.

Possibly a majority of 'the
marchers will come down from the
North. It is there that Easter Week
seems most immediately relevant,
To many in the South ‘national
liberation’ ¢an seem something of
an abstraction. But in the ghettoes
of Beifast it is a desperate necessity.

Partition left half a million
Catholics trapped under sectarian
Orange rule. They expected at first
that the Northern state would be
short-lived, that the southern
government would intervene. But
gradually they realised that such
help was not coming.

Bitter

In time. many almost become
reconciled to  second-class
citizenship. and tried Lo get the best
deal they could out of their bitter
sitvation.  Connolly's  republic
seemed an impossible dream.

Reformers promised progress if
‘extreme’ demands were avoided,
Only an obdurate few, the stub-
born irrepressibles  of  Insh
Republicanism, kept hope alive
that the struggle would one day
resume.

Stubborn

And it was they who came into
their own in [1969. Violent attacks
on Catholic areas after civil rights
demonstrations made it clear that
it was impossible to end sec-
tarianism by stealth. that the
existence of the Northern state
itself lay at the heart of the
problem. The stubborn few were
swamped as the youth of the
ghettoes crowded tpto the IRA.

At this vear's Easter Week rally
thev will doubtless be told by their

SET EUROPE ABLAZE?
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organisation, The Citizen Army
fought -alongside the Yolunteers,
but never merged. Connolly warn-
ed before his men marched out on
Easter Monday that in the ev_nt of
victory ‘Hold on to your guns’
because there were those who
would stop short of the goal of a
socialist republic.

Tradegy

The tragedy was that after
Connolly’s execution the labour
movement, in effect, opted out of
national polities. -Many socialists

fought in. the War of
Independence -but not as part ofa
socialist organisation. So, when
the crunch came and the treaty was
signed, leadership of the anti-treaty
forces fell more or less by default to
the demagogue and double-dealer
Eamonn de Valera.

The socialists. having refused to
sully their ‘principles’ by joining in
the fight. were unable to intervene.
The ultimate price of their unin-
volvement was continuing  im-
potence.
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leadership that this time there will
be no betrayal: that there will be a
fight to a finish for the ideas of the
Proclamation. It can hardly be
denied that the Provo leadership is
serious in that.

There, indeed, lies its weakness,
l'o ‘traditional Republicans’ 1916
is a sacred scenario, to be re-
cnacted in  the present. The
Proclamation is their blueprint for
the Irish revolution.

But the Proclamation is not,
could not possibly be an adequate
guide to the struggle against
imperialism in the 1970s, It is an
eloquent statement of a radical
nationabist position 60 yearsago, It

provides no basis for building a
workable movement today:,

There is only one class in Ireland
with a potential to take the struggle
forward - the working class. The
Proclamation takes no account of
that. Neither do the Provos—and
that ultimately is the reason for
their counter-productive tactics.

The Republicans can claim fairly
to be in tune with tradition, But
tradition is not enough. Only an
orgamisation which deals in the
class realities of the present as well
as the heritage of the past can hope
to complete the work which Con-
nolly began 60 ycars ago this
Easter.

Visiting day for Republican prisoners after the Rising,

A Britsh Army barricade
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BOOKS
ON |
IRELAND

Ireland upon the Dissecting
Table, James Connolly, 34p.
Selected Writings, James
Connally, 60p.

Labour in Irish History, James
Connolly, 40p.

Lenin on Ireland, 18p.

The Secret Army, J Bowyer Bell,
75p

New Technology of
Repression-—Lessons from
Ireland, BSSRS, 35&P.

Ireland Her Own, an Outline
History of the Irish Struggle, TA
Jackson, £1.20.

British Imperialism in Ireland
(1931), Elinor Burn,s 49p.

The Story of the Irish Citizens
Army, Sean O'Casey, £1.
Strumpet City, James Plunkett,
£1.15.

The Great Hunger, WWoodham
Smith, 90p.

All from BOOKMARKS
(London IS bookshop), 265
Seven Sisters Road,
London, N4,

Prices include postage.

Michael Farrell: |
NORTHERN IRELAND:
THE ORANGE STATE

The first political history of the

puppet state and its current
disintegration, £5 paperback

Geoffrey Bell: THE
PROTESTANTS OF UL-
STER

The history, the culture, tha
jobs, the politics of the '‘most
criticised and misunderstood
community in Western Europe’,
£2 .00 paperback.

Pre-publication  Offer:

:
£5.00 for both, post free |
(cash with orders only). '
(Pluto: Press, unit 10 Spencer
Court, 7 Chalcot Road, London, |
NW1 8LH, |

Direct from

Pluto Press

Unit 10 Spencer Court
7 Chalcot Road, " ' »
London NW1 8LH |
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Socialist Worker NEWS...

.and WHATS ON

ANDY DURGAN
Picture; Chris Davies {Report)

NOISS
members
elected to
Students
executive

TWO members of the
National Organisation of
International  Socialist
Students (NOISS) have
been elected on the Ex-
ecutive of the National
Union of Students.
Graham  Threlfall,
from Lancaster Universi-
ty, was victimised by the
university last year, ex-
pelled after an occupa-
tion of the buildings. He
was later reinstated but
not allowed to take his
depgree. Nor will the
university recognise his
post as NUS secretary.
Andy Durgan is from
Portsmouth Poly. where

he has just led a
successful  campaign
against right-wing

students who wanted to
disafTiliate the poly from
NUS. The NOISS won
the vote by 500 to 25!

Marx wrote

of classes

but not these!

THE International
Socialists are planning a
series of evening classes
in the development of
marxist ideas.

At first the scheme will
be small and based in
London. There will be two
classes, economics and
history. Each course will

have a carefully prepared
syllabus, notes and a per-
manent lecturer, The
course  will last from
September to December,
one evening a week.

Entry to the course will
be restricted. To- begin
with, only trade unionists
who have not had any
further education will be

allowed to enrol . To
impress on those wishing
toenrol the seriousness of
the course, they will be
expected to pay a small
enrolment fee and agree
to buy £3 or £4 worth of
books.

Classes will be small,
about 20, and will be held
in 4 school, just as other

Getting
in the
oil rush?

EASTER ROSS Inter-
national Socialists held an
important weekend school
on Uncmployment, its
causes and how to fight it
last week. Speakers were

Chrysler shop steward
Willie Lee and Mick
Napier,

The school was a

tremendous success, with
excellent discussion and
argument. A measure of
that success is that follow-
ing the school six people
decided 1o join IS. Five are
industrial workers, the
other a housewife.

This promises well for
continued growth of

socialist influence in the
crucial oil region of
Scotland.

evening classes,

If the pilat scheme is
successful more courses
will be offered, restrictions

can be lifted and other '
towns included. |
O Any lecturer in- |
|
|

teresied in developing
and teaching such |
courses please write to |
the National Secretary, 8
Cottons Gardens, Lon-
don E2.

The next meeting of the
International Socialists’
Women’s Committee will
be on Saturday 8 May,
11am, at 8 Cottons Gar-
dens, London, E2.
Agenda to be an-

. nounced. Fractions, dis-
tricts, branches to send a
delegate.

SEE YOU AT SKEGNESS

IS Books is travelling to Skegness too. All its books will be on sale all
weekend. The bookshop in London will be closed from Thursday
evening, 15 April, until Tuesday lunchtime, 20 April.

Pluto Press will be there too.

So IS literature organisers should come to Skegness prepared lo
rebuild branch stocks,

Friday 30
St Pancras
Shop stickers for Socialist Worker. Do vour local
newsagents take SW regularly? Then get a sticker and
persuade them to display it 15p each from SW Circula-
tion, 8 Cottons Gardens, London E2.

London
April

own

7.30pm
Socialist
Worker

The 1926 sell oul of these miners and millions of their
fellow-workers by the TUC must rank as one of the
greatest acts of treachery ever.

You'd think they'd learn something from it.
Yer the 1976 TUC is hellbent on selling us out.

| We must not forget the lessons of

the past . ..

No more sell-outs . ..
Build the Fighting alternative.
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INTERNATIONALISM: We are in-
ternationalists. We practise and cam
paign for solidarity with workers in
other countries, oppose racialism and
imperialism, and fully support the
struggles of all oppressed pepples. We
arelv opposed to all immigration con-
trols.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist revolu-
tion cannot survive in isolation.
Russia, China and Eastern Europe are
not socialist but state capitalist. We
support the workers’ struggie in these

Stand

". INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS

ACTION: We believe that socialism

can only be achieved by the indepen-
dent action of the working class.

SOCIALIST

WORKER is a

revolutionary

paper that
seeks to
organise ifs
supporters
around the
following
principles:

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM:
We believe in overthrowing
capitalism not patching it up or
graduglly trying to change it. We
therefore support all struggles of
workers ‘'ag’.inst capitalism and fight
ta brea.. the hold of reformist ideas
and leaders.

THE SMASHING OF THE
CAPITALIST STATE: The  state
machine is a weapon of capitalist
class rule and therefore must be
smashed. The present parliament,
army, police and judges cannot simply
be taken over and used by the working
class, There s, therefore, no
parliamentary road to socialism, The
working-class revolution needs an
entirely different kind of state —a
workers' state, based on councils of
workplace delegates.

WORK IN THE MASS
ORGANISATIONS OF THE WORK-
ING CLASS: We believe in working in
the mass organisations of the working
class, particularly the trade unions,
and fighting for rank and file control of
them

countries against the bureaucratic
ruling class.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY: To
achieve socialism the most militant
sactions of the working class have to
be organised into a revolutionary
socialist party, and Socialist Worker
aims to build towards such a party by
fighting for a programme of political
and industrial demands that can
strengthen  the  self-confidence,
organisation and socialist con-
sciousness of the working class.

FOR 100 per cent trade unionism,
Against all victimisations and
blacklisting. Against anti-trade un-
ion laws or curbs on the right to
strike and on effective picketing.

WE ARE FOR rank ana rile control of
the trade unions and the regular
election of all full-time officials. No
secret negotiations, All settlements
to be voted on by mass meetings.

AGAINST productivity or
efficiency deals. Against any form of
incomes policy under capitalism.

AGAINST unemployment, redundan-
cies and lay-offs, Instead we demand
five days work or five days pay, and the
35-hour week.

FOR nationalisation without com-
pensation under workers’ control.

FOR militant trade union unity, joint
shop stewards committees at plant
and combine level.

FOR the building of a national rank
and file movement which will fight‘
for these policies in the trade union
movement.

AGAINST racialism and police vic-
timisation of black people,

AGAINST all immigration controls.
For the right of black people and other
oppressed groups to organise in their
own defance,

FOR real social, economic and
political equality for women,

AGAINST all nuclear weapons and
military alliances such as NATO and
the Warsaw Pact. Against all forms of
imperialism, including Russian im-
perialism.

FOR unconditional support to all
genuine national liberation
movements.

FOR the building of a mass workers’
revolutionary party, organised in the
workplace, which can lead the
working class to power, and for the
building of a revolutionary socialist
international.

If you want to know more about Socialist Worker and the
International Socialists, fill in the form on page 5.

WNotices for What's On should
be posted to reach Socialist
Woarker by first post on the
Monday before publication.
Adverts will NOT be accepted
by phone. Send to: What's
On, Corbridge Works, Cor-
bridge Crescent, London £E2
39DS.

SOCIALIST
WORKER
MEETINGS

PETERBOROUGH SW public
meeting; The lessons of Clay Cross
Spapker: Dave Nuttall (Clay Cross
Labour Party]. Chairman; David
Toone, Tuesday 27 April, 7.30pm
Tha Still. Cumbergate (near BR
Siation),

CHESTER SW Insugursd  public
mesting! Speaker. Paul Fool.
Thursday 20 May, Venue and further
details to be announced.

CHESHIRE AND SHROPSHIRE IS
District Agﬂm?nte: Friday 30 April,
Report  bac! rom Party Council.
Furthar datails later’

BRIXTON FLAME public meeting:
South Africa, what next? Film:
Angala. Thursday 15 Apeil, 7.30pem,
Abeng  Centre, Gresham Road,
Brixton Admassion 20p.

NORTH WEST LONDON Socialist
Worker public maeting: Angela in
Struggle. Film and spedser from
Hame, SW's sister paper by and for
black warkers Thursday 29 April,
7 45pm. Leatie Constantine Centre,
Dudden HWill Lane, NWI0 {buses 52,
266, 260, 8, 297 Doliis Hill
undarground)

COVENTRY SW public mesting:
Crisis in South Afrca—Detente and
Ravolt  Frday 23 April, 7.30pm,
Sxinay Stringer School, Cox Street
1200 yargs from Pool Meadow)

BOLTON SW public meeting: 1926-
78 Fiftieth anniversary of the Genaral
Strike No more sell-outs? Thursday
Hotal

29 Aprit, 8pm. Balmoral

Bragshaw Gata

SOUTHWARK TEACHERS SW
public mestings: Nex! series starts
29 April: Trade Unions: Militants and
NModerates. South Bank Poitechaic
Students  Union, Rotary Strest
London SE1. Further details:  Godl
Lowenstain, 622-1090

SOCIALIST
WORKER
EVENTS

DURHAM SW May Dey Socisl: Big
Jug. Cleypath, Durham Ciy, 8pm-
11 .30pen. Bar, music, food and raflia
Tickuts from SW sellers, 3Cp. All
procesds 10 Hight to Work 44 Defence
Fund.

SOUTHAMPTON SW jumble sale:
Saturday 24 April, 11am-2pm. Kell
Hall, Londan Road, Southampton
Any umble collacted please taka 10 29
Northumberland Rosd_Southampton

CHILE SLIDE AND TAPE SHOW: 45
minutes, 125 slides, produced by the
Socialist Woeker Agitprop Group for
SW discussion mastings not only on
T T T Benon R G o
parliamentary road, elc Soundirack
nicludes Chitean songs, Hire £2 from
Rab Lumiay, Flat 4, 165 Pershora
Road. Birmingham 5. Piease book
well In advance

Socialist Worker MIDDLE EAST
GROUP wishes 1o contact comraoas
n the London and South E8st area
who are interesied in joining the
group. We meet monthly and need ta
expand our rfange of activities
Expartise 18 not essential. Any SW
reader with direct knowdedge or
Information about the Midmie East
please contact us, even if you do not
wish 10 join the group. ¥e are In
particular  interestetd  in @ meeting
comrades from the Arab states for
discussion and sexchange of
informaton. We can  also  book
speakers. IS Middle East Group, c/o
265 Seven Sisters Hoad, Londan N4

INTERNATIONAL
SOCIALISTS

SUMMER TRAINING SCHOOLS:
21-24 June: IS full-timers’ school. 19-
22 July: Women's Voice School. 2-5
August:  National Cadre Scheol
(Manchester). 23-26 August: National
Cadre Schoal {London|, Details from
Training® Commwttee, B Cottons
Gardens, London EZ BDN

BACK NUMBERS of International
Socialism journal: Copies available
since Issus 36 (except 42 and 51).
Before 1S73. 20p inc postage. After
1573: 30p incluting postage. IS
Journal, B Cottons Gardans, London
E2 BDN.

FOR SALE: SW collecton from
numbar 207 1o date (few missing).
Private Eye nos 235-350 [lew
migsingl. Ink [all dut 2). Proceeds to
Fighting Fund. Offers BY 1| MAY 1o 46
Westpor! Street, Londan E7

THE MEANING OF MARXISM:
Plegse nole that the prioe for bulk
orders has been given incarractiy in
racent ssues of SW. Ten coplas £2.50
(£2.25  money with ardar), from
Mary Phillips, Cottons  Gardens,
London €2 BON,

Wanted; duplicator for new small IS
branch with little money!
Unimporiant how old or battered as
long as # works, Plesse contact
Mauraen Anton, 23 Burgage Driwe,
Tain, Ross-shire,

AROOM or small flat required for
comrade maving 1o London, Write Box
JM, Socaatist  Worker, Corbredge
Works, Cortridge Crescent, London
E2 8DN, or phone 01-539 3833,




H’Iurder,

blackmail,
robbery...

AN EVERYDAY STORY
OF CAPITALISM

SIR DENYS LOWSON, ex-Lord Mayor of
London. was able in the last few years of his
charitable existence to treat us to an exhibition of
Modern Business Methods of which he was
justifiably proud. It was called How to Steal Money

off The Small Investor.

He borrowed money from a bank of which he was a
director, and then, after a few months, sold it to another
company of which, funnily enough, he was also a director,
And so he was able to look after the small investors’
interest by pocketing £5 million of their money.

If you would like further details of Sir Deny's life and of his
principled friends in the respected bastions of big business you'll
find them all in The Threepenny Novel* by Bertolt Brecht,

I'he book deals with the
exploits of the upholders of
capitalist ethics, like for exam-
ple Mr Peachum.

He built up a
running concern  manufac-
wiring grotesque imper-
sonations of disabled
ex-servicemen, who can cash
in on the Boer War by bepg-
ng.

Then there s Coax, who
dreams up a scheme for
screwing money out of fellow
patriots (who, like himself, are
rotten with greed —but more
dumb).

I'he aim is to supply rotting
ships to the government so
that your brave and lovable
Tommy s drowned hefore he
can even get to the fighting.

A profitable little number
that Poulson would have
loved and which, incidentally,
mves a much-needed boost to
Peachum’s business, which is
going through a rather bad
patch.

You see, same good comes
out of everything, doesn't if?

smooth-

Hero

The hero of the piece,
though, 1§ a character for
whom the phrase “business 15
business' could have heen in-
vented

1 have no doubt that today,
in recognition of his service to
the community, he would have
beens lord MacHeath of
Belper, and would have been
referred to in The Sun as "a bit
of a lad’,

MacHeath's service 1o
society involves giving the
‘ordinary bloke' the chance Lo
‘use his initiative’ and be his
‘own boss’.

These daring entrepreneurs
then become small
shopkeepers, but under a
contract to sell only
MacHeath's goods, all of
which are the proceeds from
robberies. ;

Unfortunately, the business
runs into difficulties (produc-
tion problems. don’t you
know) and MacHeath is fore-
ed to cut back.

Roof

But the book then says that
the small shopkeepers' in-
dependence has  been in-
creased,

‘In fact,” it says, ‘their
independence has grown to
absolute intolerable propor-
tions, for they had not even a
roof over théir heads.

‘By their own ability they had
reduced their weight to eight
stone’. Such initiative is
probably  worthy of a
knighthood all by itself.

~The book is full of similar

BRIAN
GOODWIN
reviews
The |
Threepenny
Novel

The  innocent
businessman

examples of capitalism’s
‘perfect symmetry’ {(as Enoch
Powell so charmingly puts
it)-—like murder, blackmail,
embezzlement, lying and in
timidation.

It isn't often you get the
opportunity 1o have a bloody
rood Jaugh at capitalism’s
expense (usually your throat is
too constricted to laugh) but
the Threepenny. Novel 15 an
exception.

WHY PADDINGTON
BEAR GETS

DID YOU read about the
revolt of the Paddington
Bear stuffers last week,
those eight ladies in
Doncaster given the sack
after refusing to work
with a new manageress?

But did you ever wonder,
as you read about the bitter
rows between their bosses,
their workmates. and
everyone else at the factory,
just why they were stuffing
bears in the first place?

Paddington Bear is the
central character in a new
television cartoon series for
children.

It sells for around £11 in

the shops: the factory
charges £6.20.
As the owner Eddie

Clarkson says: ‘Paddington
brightens evervone's life,
and he’s certainly brightened
ours’.

But there's another, rather
more tarnished side to the
whole husiness of cashing in
on a child’s addiction to
television.

The story really starts with
the Head of BBC Children’s
programmes, Miss Monica
Sims. Are you silting com-
fortably? Then I'll begin.

hopes  and

smal

aspiravions  of  the
caprured by Brecht and our carfoonist

It is a brilliant book that
everyone should read. There
will be nothing funnier about
capitalism until the publica-
tion of the unexpurgated
edition of the Reggic Maudl-
ing Scerapbook

* The Threepenny Novel, by

Bertolt  Brecht, 83p  inc
postage  from  Bookmarks,
256 Seven Sisters Road,

London N4.
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STUFFED

MONEY

In the land of Noddy, the
Wombles and Trumpton.
Miss Sims is Queen beyond
dispute.

last month she was
profiled glowingly in the
Sunday Times colour
magazine.

There was a lot of talk
about ‘standards’, about
what children want 10 See on
the box, about what they
should be given.

But not one word abow
the really significant part of
Miss Sims’ work: the
millions of pounds of profit
that rest on her word, and
her word alone.

It works like this. Say

you've happened to come by
1000 T-shirts, a consignment
of soap or five tons of talcum
powder,

Because you bough! them
in Hong Kong or Poland.
they cost next to nothing.

To sell well in the
children's market, they'd
need a bit of class, some
brand identity.

Children

The way to get that, as the
people behind Paddington
Bear know only too well, is
to buy into a teleyision film
for children—or even 10
finance your own.

Offer them to the BBC for
sitle.,

You can mention that
you're going to ‘merchan-
dise’. as they call it. They
won't mind that. In fact
they'll expect you to.

They'll even arrange (o
hold wup transmission until
vou're readr (o pul your
goods on the marke.

But first, of course, the
BBC have to agree to accept
your work, This is where
Monica Sims and her
colleagues come it,

They, and only they. are
the ones who decide which
films to buy and which to
reject.

ED FIXER
looks

behind the

scenes at the

BBC

No-one is suggesting that
when Miss Sims  sits in
judgement an these poten-
tinlly vast money-making
ventures (the Wombles have
prossed £3 million already)
that she has anything but the
welfare of the nation's
children in mind,

Bland

What's wrong is a broad-
casting system which bland- _
Iy accepts that what a child
sees on the box can only be
financed by profit-seeking of
the most sordid and blatant
kind.

PRE-
VIEW

SATURDAY

I'HE WOMEN (BBC 2) 2
film by George Cukor which
looks at women's lib in the
1930s.
THURSDAY

NETWORK: JUST A
YEAR (BBC 2) follows two of
the casuvalties of the Bir
mingham bombings a year
after. Guaranteed 1o stir up
hatred, The BBC, usually suct
a champion of puiting 2
‘balanced view'. will not be
showing any of the familics o
Northern Ireland whose lives
have been shattered by the
army’s terrorism there.

FRIDAY
SHELL THE GIANT
(BBC 2)—'Brian Widlake

investigates how sensitive 3

iant like Shell is to the need:
of host nations and how mucs
power the huge oil company
wields'— T he
programme does not mentios
the £5 million bribe 1o the
[talian politicians,

O No I'TY programmes an
listed since we didn’t recesw
their publicity preview in tim
for publication.
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OVERSEAS STUDENTS: An open letter

WE ARE following a course
m Enghsh as a foreign
language (EFL). We have
jearnt that the ITnner London
Education  Authority  has
decided to clase this course as
from the end of this session
July 1976).

Why! The official reason is
reorgamsation  (‘rationalisa-
tion') of EFL teaching and its
concentration in a few chosen
ILEA colleges, of which
Hackney is not one.

We strongly suspect that

this reorganisation is i fact a
smokesereen  behind  which
cuts in student and teacher
numbers are going to be made.

ILEA caolleges which will
continue having EFL courses
next year are not going to be
expanded to cater for those
students such as ourselves who
will be displaced by the
rationalisation.

The recent revelation that
ILEA plans to cut out the
number of overseas students
by 60 per cent over the next

Michael Foor: “Surely he's different from Callaghan®

[0 An open letter from overseas students at
Hackney College, East London.

five vears makes this clear.

As well as 60 student places,
vacancies for three teachers
will be lost permanently with
the closure of this course.

As overseas students we
come to study here because
English is & necessity for us to
continue our studies and gain

ome off it, SW!

I'M NOT AT ALL impressed with
your coverage of the Labour Party
leadership battle. You just slipped
into the same old groove—they're all
the same, a lot of opportunists and
make

crooks. It doesn’t

difference etc, etc.
Stale stuff, I think. The right-wing
have won another victory, but SW

adequate work qualifications.

We finance ourselves entire-
ly while we are here, and pay
three times the -college fees
paid by resident students
(Incidentally, almost no other
country discriminates against
foreign students in this way—
the Swedish government and

Michael Foot.

any

doesn’t seem to care. Thete obviously isa
difference between James Callaghan and

It obviously does matter that the whole
Press, bankers and so on supported
Callaghan and got the jitters when Foot
looked like winning.

1 don't think the difference is what
Tribune and the Morning Star tell us.

East European governments
actually give them state
grants.)

We do not take college
pluces away from resident
British students.

Many specialised technical
courses depend on having a
certain number of overseas
students to keep them apen, or
‘viable’,

If these courses have to be
closed because of cuts in
overseas student numbers,
there will be as a resull a

permanent - loss  of course
provision for resident British
students as well,

In whose interests is it to
play off ‘British’® studgnts
against ‘'foreign’, resident
against non-resident? What
we need are expanded and
improved facilities for all
students in whatever category,

We ask ILEA to reverse its
decision, and we ask for your

SUH’(H’L
Students at Hackney
College, Stoke Newington
Centre.

FOOT DESERVED
BETTERTHANTHIS

They draw the difference far too wide,
But it doesn't deal with the question just
to ignore the difference altogether,

It reminds me of an old Communist

round these parts who used to say: *If you
can't answer 4 question, pretend it wasn't
asked.” That may do for a public speaker

who gets in a jam, But it won't do for

Socialist Worker
O L Smithson, Surrey

Write to
Letters,
Socialist
Waorker,
Corbridge
Works,
Corbridge
Crescent
London E2

MUD-SLINGING ISN™T

QUITE RIGHT, W Van Clute
(Letters, 3 April). It is counter-
productive just to blast the
Communist Party and Labour
left. We need arguments and
not just invective,

At times, |'ve nearly been
brought to tears in arguments
with some hardworking Com-
munist Party members.

Attacking me over Chile
they say: ‘You were to blame
for the coup. Your ultra
leftism provoked the right'.

Attacking me over the role
of the trade union bureaucrats
it’s: ‘You're sphttng the un-
ions and therefore want to

Where Tories deliberately
keep workers on the dole

CORNWALL has one of the
worst. if not the worst, un-
employment records in Bri-
tain, apart from Northern
Ireland, and the situation is
getting waorse,

Once in a blue moon,
Ministers, MPs, councillors
and local worthies may, if
pushed, make a speech about
the plight of the unemployed
and the ‘problem’ of the
regions.

But when it comes to
translating words into actions,
these same people are shown
to be maintaining a large pool
of unemployed as a threat to
the employed and as a means
of suppressing wage levels.

“Truro is a city with a
heritage, and & lot of fine
buildings for tourists, and we
would not want to do anything
that would jeopardise that
kind of reputation.’

With these fighting words,
Carrnicks  deputy
officer ‘planned’ away a possi-
ble 300 jobs in Trure,

I'he council have repeatedly
refused planning pernission
to Duncan Tucker Lid of
Bridgeport to build a fishmeal
factory at Newham Quay,
Truro.

Fhe overall development of
the site at Newham Quay
would probably ultimately
represent a4 £5 million total
investment itn  that area,

planning,

employing more than 300 peo-
ple.

The fuact that the factory
would be a lifeline to local
families drowning in the sea of
unemployment bothers the
husinessmen on the council
not at all.

They are oaly concerned

that lorries carrying fish
through Truro may spoil their
nice clean tpwn, ¢ven though
the company have said that
tralfic would be restricted to
the Quay ot the by-pass.

O Howard Newlove and
Jimmy Rule, West Cor-
nwall, Right to Work Com-
mittee,

GOOD ENOUGH

destroy the working class”.
They shng mud—but so,
too, does' SV sometimes.
The report (3 April) from
the Assembly on Unemploy-
ment had a sneering note. This
was in contrast to the excelient
‘What we Think’ summing up
on why the Assembly was

weak and the real way
forward.
lLauric Flynn completely

missed the opportunity to

»
] Rosie Smallwood com-
plains that the article on.
Ellen McCormack (27
March) was insulting to
housewives.

But the quote ‘she
claims to be a
housewife-—~she has
never even worked for a
living” is what the
presidential candidate
says about herself.

C Judith Condon,

explain why Ray Buckton's
advocating of import controls
15 Wrong

Similarly, on the front page,
I don't think it helps to call
James Caflaghan "The Junta's
Man'.

Doesn't this imply that he
approves of the fascist blood-
bath in Chile?

Let's keep such accusations
for the real fascists, Callaghan
will be managing capitalism

for the ruling class. They don't
need tascism yet,

He's not a fascist, nor are
the ordinary waorking class
people who think that he's
capable sort of bloke.

We can't just yell at them
As comrade ¥an Clute says.
we must ‘point out theirerrars
patiently and not just blast
them',

[J Wenda Clenaghen, Lon-
don N16

POSTAL
POINTS

TERRY Stewart’s letter on
jokes (3 April) toock up a
point | often have
arguments about,

Most jokes, that you hear
in pubs anyway, are right-
wing. ‘There's this paddy
see, and he's got this
shovrl . .. '

What jokes like thatdo is
reinforce ridiculous ideas
about Irishmen, blacks,
women and so on,

Instead of peddling rul-
ing class ideas about
ourselves, working-class
people would do better to
make cracks about the
parasitical ponces that run
the country.

Incidentally, | know a
good one about Margaret
Thatcher and the Bishop of
Liverpool . . .

0 J Montgomery, S London

VA

SW ASKS (20 March)
members 'of SOGAT to
resolution 223 at the Bien-
nial Conference on 17 May
as it calls 'for the yearly
election of FoCs/MoCs’, But
this is not the case.
Annual elections for FoCs
already exist under Rule
51(7). Resolution 223 is
trying to do away with this
by adding that elections can
be heid at longer intervals if
provided for in local rules.
This would be a
retrogressive step, and must
be opposed.
[0 Hugh Robertson, Aber-
deen,

VA 4

A SPEAKER at the
Assembly on Unemploy-
ment said: ‘Ultra-lefts,
Tory Party and CBA are
against import controls.
This explains everything,

Although Marxists are
not interested in this kind
of logic, it could be argued
that, in the same way, the
Broad Left and National
Front are really both the
same since each argues
FOR import controls.

SW is against import
controls for the simple
reason that they are
racialist. We do notwant to
solve the problem of un-
employment at the ex-
pense of our brothers and
sisters abroad,

0 S W Reader, Southamp-
ton.

No, you can’t be a socialist
AND anti-abortion. ..

SURELY Rosie Smallwood
(Letters, 3 April) is not saying
that Ellen MeCormack is a
typical hard-working ‘work-
ing class’ housewife?

Not if she's running for the
US Presidency she isn't. |
expect all she knows of the
house and kids is what her

Lecture series on
THE MEANING OF MARXISM

EDINBURGH: Every second
Thursday, 730pm, Trade Union
Cantre, Picardy Place

22 April:  Natienalism and
Sacialism Speaker: Allan
Armstrong.

6 May Is thers a parliamentary road
to socalism? Speaker:  Harry
McShane.

20 May: The revolutionary socialist
slternative. Speaker: Petar Bain

3 Juna: What is the révolutionary
socialist party? Speaker. Mick
Napier

SOUTH WEST LONDON: Every
sscond Moenday, Bpm, Batterses
Distnict  Libeary,  Lavender  Hill,
Clagham Junction, SW11 (Busas
19, 37, 49, 77, 168, 249).

26 Apnil: Racism dnd imperaitsm
Speaker Nigel Marris

10 May The State. Speakar Paul
Foot

EAST LONDON: Every second
Freday, 7 30pm, Centerprise, 136
Kingsland High Streel. London EB.
23 Aprit: rxist Boonomics
Speaker. Duncan Hallas

7 May: ks there a parliamentsry road
to Socsalism? Spaaker: lan Birchall
21 May: The revolutionary socialist
alternstive. Spaakes: Colin Sparks,
4 June: What i Impesialism?

Speaker: Nigel Harris,
1B June. Buillding the revolutionary
party. Speakar

ony Cliff

WEST LONDON: Every second
Tuesday at Bpm, Kings Head, Acton
High Street, W3,

20 Apeil Why capialism is incrisis,
Spesker Michael Kidron

4 May: What s impecialilsm
Spasker. Nigal Harris.

18 May: Tha Labour Party. Speaker:
Duncan Hallas.

1 June: Building the revolutionary
socsalist party. Speaker. Tony ClH{

housekeeper and nanny tell
her,

Yes, housewives do have a
role in socialism but not the
Ellen McCormacks of this
world anymore than Maggie
Thatcher.

It's strange how capitalism
gets 5o upset over the abortion
issue. How it is insisted that, at
five months, the foetus is a
thinking human being.

Yet you try, as a single
parent, trying to get money for
that human being hefore it is
*hborn alive'.

Social Security will tell you
that they will provide nothing
for the baby until it is born
alive, Cot, Clothes, Pram,
anything.

Abortion on demand is
what socialists should be
fighting for to give women the
same freedom as men,

O Eunice Sharples.
Darlington.

I WAS shocked by Debbie
Delaney’s article (3 April).

Supporters of abortion can
reasonably feel that a woman
should have the right to
choose whether or not to go
through with a pregnancy in
the first few weeks when the
foctus is just & mass of un-
differentiated tissue.

But Ms Delaney appears to
be angry because it was dif-
ficult and expensive to get an
abortian at 24 weeks, a time

when the foetus would be a
clearly-defined baby.

No wonder the Harley
Street surgeon told her that his
staff were ‘squeamish’, 1 would
have been squeamish too!

Let’s have no double stan-
dards in the SW, It’s no good
lamenting the fact of old
people dying of hypothermia
and then being annoyed
because one cannot easily kill
off a baby three months before
delivery,

0O John
Midlothian.

Maynard,

MARK Woronowski (Letters,

3 April) may think he is a

socialist but no penuine

socialist would deny a person’s

proprietory rights over his or
own body.

A foetus is part of a
woman's body, whereas a
baby is not.

A woman has the right to
demand to be relieved of her
foetus if a baby would be
‘inconvenient’ or in other
words, if she does not want s
baby.

People who oppose this
fundamental human right may
not be rabid, but they are
reactionary.

As Paul Foot has pointed
out, a woman tends to be
propertiless, and therefore a
non-person.

O Kathleen
Shrewsbury.,

Jones,
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what theteachers’ union

leaders want to stop

BY International Socialist teachers

THE MAN WHO WANTS

ARE the Teachers’ Union leaders really
against the cuts in education?

There are already 9000 unemployed teachers, and
there'll be a lot more if Chancellor Denis Healey's

latest cuts go through,

AWAGE FREEZE FOR
ALL-EXCEPT HIMSELF

OUR PICTURE shows Jim
Griffin calling passionately at
last year's Engineering Union
national committee for sup-
port for the government’s
wage limit,

Jim is one of the union's
most prominent right wing
spokesmen, and is being
groomed as 4 possible
successor to John Boyd as
general secretary—or even for
the presidency.

He works in the toolroom at
the huge Triumph factory in
Coventry where he was in-
volved last week in leading the
toolroom workers out on
strike—for a seftlement which
would have broken the £6
wage freeze. Yet he was given

very solft treatment by the
press. There was no personal
witch-hunt. The press. in
short, managed to attack the
strikers as ‘lemmings'=—and,
by fixing attention on AUEW
president Hugh Scanlon, to
blame the left in the union—
when all the strikes were led by
right ringers.

Scanlon, as so often, walked
right into the trap. Instead of
defending the strikers, and
blaming the right wing for
committing the union to the £6
policy, he gave the impression
that the £6 policy bad been
supported by the whole
union—left and right.

So the hypocrisy of men like
Griffin went unremarked.

STUC:

The headmasters who run

our union say they're

against the cuts. When delegates get to Scarborough for
our conference this Easter, they should read carefully the

NUT exccutive’s

memorandum ‘The

Defence of

Educational Standards’. They'll find out that the

document is againss the cuts

action to fight them.

The anger gap

by JIMMY McCALLUM

THE Scottish TUC meets
over Easter at Perth and
the resolutions reflect
some of the anger in the
Scottish  working-class
movement over the
government’s policics.

All six resolutions on
incomes policy reject any
form of wage control, volun-
tary orstatutory, Every single
resolution on unemployment
and the cuts Jashes out at the
Labour government,

But there i1s a huge gap
between the angry tone of the
resolutions and the remedies
which they propuose. Two
trades councils' resolutions,
from Clackmannan and
Edinburgh, call for a cam-
paign on uncmployment.
Every other such resolution
calls for ‘selective economic
measures’ or import controls.

One Raiimen's Union

(NUR) resolution sums the
whole thing up. It calls on the
STUC General Council to
have ‘immediate talks with
the Prime Minister to end

unemployment’,

The resolutions threaten
another STUC like fast
vear's: plenty of fine talk, no
action. Lats of waffle about
devolution, no fight in the
working class.

Delegates must  beware.
The STUC can lead a real
campaign against unemploy-
ment and government cutls.

Stoppages

I'he 30,000-strong Dundee
strike last month was an
example of what the STUC
could do throughout
Scotland. There could, and
should, be total stoppages in
Glasgow and Dundec on 26
May in answer tothe 1 ;ondon
Confed's call for a day of
action on un-
employment. These matters
will be raised at the con-
ference. We can get a real,
official fight in Scotland —if
the STUC delegates refuse to
be side-tracked by a lot of
“left' rhetoric from the plat-
form,

but doesn’t propose any

Rank and File teachers
at the conference will be
tryping to commit the
union to. support all
schools which vote for ‘no
cover' sanctions.

*No cover’ action means
that teachers rciuse to
cover for the work of any
teacher who is off for
more than three days.

There’s another crucial
matter buried inside one
of the cxecutive's
memoranda —  which
they'll try to push through
conference without
proper discussion. It gives
the executive power to
suspend teachers who take
militant action.

A ‘prima facie’ (first glance)
case against the teachers
would be enough to suspend
them!

Ihe ecxecutive are in-
troducing this measure
because they want to roll
back the tide of independent
action with which hundreds
of teachers up and down the
country have fought against
low pay. high classes and
cuts.

Delete that section of the
report, and vote for every
measure which commits the
union to fighting the cuts
not just complaining about
them.

IN June London bus fares are to go up by 25p in the
£1. This is on top of fare rises of around 60p in the £1

last year.

They calculate that this will bring them in an extra £20
million and give them a £4 million surplus.

But the other part-of the
operation—no kidding—is to
drive people away from the
buses. They hope that by steep
increases they'll drive people
back to the tubes, which lost
passengers heavily after their
own massive fare increases last
yERr.

Now they want to drive
people like cattle in the op-
posite direction. They want to
manipulate you to buy more
pre-paid tickets, so it will be
easier 10 complete the switch
to one man operated buses.

These fare rises are just the
latest insanities in 2n insane
system. Ever since the war,
London Transport has gone
for higher fares and service
cuts. The result is a
deteriorating service that costs
more and more.

Yet @ simple socialist
reorganisation  of  society
could change all this, Free and
readily available public
transport is not a dream.

The ‘necessity’ to collect
fares creates & huge
bureaucracy to discipline bus
crews into collecting them
properly. There are first and
second-class inspectors, some
with cars and radio systems.

Free

Then there's vast expense
on ticket machines, and on
cash handlers and accounting
systems—all _ people  who
could be set free for useful
work if transport was free and
planned, not expensive and
chaotic.

Just look at what the great
god private  enterprise has
given us. Higher fares, fewer
buses, more pollution, more
road accidents, badly made
cars, the destruction of therail
system and a few more horrors
besides.

If you stop to work out how
much this really costs, you
would be amazed, There's the
houses destroyed by
motorways, the cost of ac-
cidents to the health service—
£900 million a year.

A planned public transport
system would save all this
wasteful spending. Free public
trunsport could be set up at
practically no cost.

In a socialist system you'd
have a massive expansion of
bus services. So no conductor
displaced by a free fare system
would have to worry. There'd
be plenty of mechanics or
drivers’ jobs and none of the
strain that now goes with the
job. because you could do
away with traffic chaos,

What's more, the working
week would be shorter.

But just look at what's
happening right now.

London Transport says:
‘We've got a staff shortage’
But we know that if they got
the staff there'd be a massive

It could
cost

less

torun
buses

without
fares

by London busﬁwan
PETE GLATTER

shortage of buses. Already
there's a huge shortage of
spare partsin London, leading

to more and more
breakdowns, buses that are
less safe.

Yet at the same time what is
happening in Leyland, where
they make the pars, of
Chrysler for that malter,
where they cowid make the
parts? Workers are heing
sacked, made redundant.
chucked on the scrapheap.

That's what the¢ one man
operation MeANS—worse ser-
vices and more people sucked

Cheaper

The backbone of a planned
and integrated  transport
system in this country would
be the railways. Rail is safer,
cheaper and cleaner than
unything  else—no  matter
what the British Road Federu-
tion. the oil, car and construc-
tion lobby, tell you.

Spreading  out  from  the
raitheads would be  lorry
transport for goods and buses
for people.

Such an expansion of ser-
vices would henefit everyone.
If you could just hop on a bus
to get to and from work think
of the difference it would
make. You wouldn't have to
stand in the drizzie for hours
waiting on the bus and then
once you're on il, get snarled
up in massive traffic jams.

There'd be much less poliu-
tion to hurt your lungs and
your health.

You wouldn't arrive at work
knackered. You'd feel better
when you got straight home.
And visiting friends wouldn't
be like a major expedition.

EXCUSE ME §IR_ ~ | WONDER IF You

WOULD UKE

To HELP US

IN THE REXECUTION

of ouR DUTY ?

s FoR

A NIDENTIFICATION
PARADE

|F YoU SEE THE GREAT BIG
BIACK MAN WHO Took YOUR
HANDBAG POKE HIM IN THE

PULLOVER WiTH

YouR WH(TE STICK...

[ Fmi5 ome
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~ Students

vote to

defend
- arrested
marchers

A LARGE majority at the
National Union of
Students Conference voted
to support the Defence
Campaign for the arrested
Right to Work Marchers.

The resolution called for
support for the trade union
inquiry into the arrests, to
support, campaign and raise
money for the Right 1o Work
defence appeal. to circulate its
literature in the mail, and to
invife speakers to colleges to
publicise the campaign, ~

It also called for strikes,
occupations and mass
meetings In colleges on 26
May, the national day of
action for the Right 1o Work,
and mobilisations for the
demonstration outside Hen-
don Court, North West Lon-
don, where the marchers areto
appear on 21 May,

The conference
overwhelmingly rejected the
main  amendment to this
mation—which called for a
telegram to be sent to the
Home Secretary and for sup-
port for the Tribune
programme, including import
controls.

By doing so, conference
showed its contempt for the
sectarianism of the Broad
Left-dominated executive,
who moved the amendment
and who have consistently
failed to give any real support
to the Right to Work Cam-
paign,

The Conference in Llan-
dudno, also voted to extend
democracy in the union by
linking NUS executive salaries
to the claim for higher
grants—although not to the
actual grant—and for pre-
conference composite
meetings. to enable delegates
to spend more time on con-
ference floor,

Support

Other decisions included
support for the fight of
overseas students against
higher fees and total opposi-
tion to the proposed law
against occupations.

The executive was again
hammered over their attitude
1o international work. NOISS
member and president of
SOAS students union, Peter
Alexander, successfully moy-
ed that the executive report on
Southern Africa be referred
back on the grounds that NUS
had waged no campaign in
solidarity with MPLA in
Angola at the time when it was
most crucial,

The report on the European
Meetings was also referred
back—on the ground that
NUS had taken a totally
uncritical view of the Eastern
bloc. It was decided 10 elect
the next delegation from
conference—which resulted in
a NOISS member being
elected.

The Broad Left retained
control of the executive with
the help of Tory votes—and
the Tories themselves got one
member on this year’s ex-
ecutive. NOISS got two of its
cundidates elected, as opposed
to one last year—Andy
Durgan from Portsmouth
Poly and Graham Threlfall
from Lancaster University.

ENGINEERS
CHARTER

SECOND
EDITION GOING
TO PRINT
Bob Wright and
Willie Lee — a debate
— What happened at
Chrysler?
Articles — Letters —
Orders for copies plus
ALL money owing, RUSH

1o 265a Seven Sisters
Road, London N4.

: 8 4 i - . &
franian students demeonstrating outside the museum, PICTURE: John Sturrock (Report)

IRANIAN PROTESTERS ARRESTED

FOUR Iranian siudents were arrested last Tuesday while

picketing the Science Museum in London in
against the Shah's lyranny and execution ©

unionists,

rotest
trade

They had gone to demonstrate as the Shah's wife
Empress Farah, was visiting the museum. They were first

brutall
Then
protesters were arrested.

atlacked by supporters of the Shah's regime.
ritish justice moved In. Four of the left-wing

Two Iranians were arresied later on a picket of the
Covent Garden Opera House which Farah visited.

She is here to take partin the Festival of islamic Culture.
The main contribulion of her husband’s regime in this
field is to make the disappearance and possible murder of

SABOTAGE. That was how one of the
shop stewards at Robroyston Hospital,
Glasgow, described the collaboration
of full-time union officials with the

management

over

the threatened

closure of the hopsital.

Robroyston employs more than 600 workers. If it
closes, management claim we'll be found jobs in
other hospitals throughout the area where there are

Reading:
27 |obs
threatened

READING: Council building
workers, told of 27 redundan-
cies now with another 27 in the
autumn, are fighting to reverse
the decision.

The Electricians and
Plumbers Union has imposed
an overtime ban and work-10-
rule. The Building workers
union (UCATT) will also
operate an overtime ban un-
less all outside contractors are
removed from council sites.
The General and Municipal
has promised support.

So too has the Labour
group on Reading Council,
who sav they took no part in
the decision, Councillor Chris
Goodall said the group were
“ready again to defend the
right to work’.

The reason given for the
redundancies was that there
was less work available. The
truth is that the work is being
given out to private contrac-
fors.

Reading Right to Work
Committee have given their
support

yacancies,

But those vacancies should
be filled from the dole queues
and the training colleges, and
not by closing down our
hsopital—a hospital which
provides badly nceded TB and
geriatric facilities.

Despite the attempts of
militant hospital workers to
build a campaign against the
closure, union officials have
repeatedly argued at union
meetings that we have to
accept the axe, and that
nothing can be done.

Straw

The final straw came last
week  when the officials
organised a ballot of the
workforce, asking us to vote
ves or no to the closure. The
real reasons for the ballot were
made clear when the ballot
forms ‘appeared with a
recommendsition  that  we
should accept the closure.

Despite  this attempt to
weaken us, the workforce
voted by a small majonity to
resist,

Three weeks ago a4 one-day
strike by members of the
Public Emplovees Union
(NUPE) in Scotland against
the cuts was inexphicably
called off at the last moment

Several local authority shop
stewards’ committees in
Glasgow have now called for

torturing of such Imporiant cultural figures as

the Iranilan writer Hamid Momeni and the iailing‘ and

aser

Rahmani Nejad and Said Soltanpour.

His nolorious SAVAK secret police have also been
active In the cultural field. In 1970 for example they
drowned the world famous writer of children's stories
Samad Behrangi. They have also murdered thousands of
strikers and trade unionists since they were set up and
trained by the CIA and Israell secret services,

This foul regime is feted by the British Labour
government. They have sent minister after minister out to
love up to the Shah. The two most recent were Anthony
Wedgwood Benn and Barbara Castle.

by MARY McCARTHY
Nurse and NUPE shop
steward, Robroyston
Hospital.

the setting-up of a rank and
file committee against the cuts
and haye offered support to

the Robroyston shop
stewards,
The shop stewards at

Robroyston have asked the
Glasgow Right to Work Com-
mittee for support and this
week  two  delegrates  from
Robroyston shop stewards'
committee are to speak to a
Glasgow Right to Work Cam-

OFFICIALS STOP LEEDS ACTION

LEEDS: Officials of the
Public Employees Union
(NUPE) have succeeded in
preventing any action over
the dispute over the con-
tract labour in the local
health service.

At a packed meeting last
Monday acting divisional
officer Reg French told
stewards that evervone would
lose their jobs if they took any
action, He made no attempt to
justify the information he gave

ADVERTISEMENT

‘Save hospital’ fight
is sabotaged

paign meeting outlining the
support they need.

0 Donations and
messages of support fo
Jimmé Forsyth, Chairman
JSSC, Robroysion
Hospital, Glasgow.

[ Glasgow Right to Work
Campaign Meeting:
Wednesday 14 April,
7.30pm, City Halls (Albion
Street entrance). Speakers:
Tommy Douras (National
Right to Work Campaign)
and local ftrade union
delegates. Sponsored by
aver 30 local trade union
bodies.

district officials to make them
take part in the arbitration
hearings,

A resolution to take action
as originally planned was
moved by stewards from St
James Hospital, but the of-
ficials succeeded in splitting
the other hospitals from St
James, and the motion was
lost by a 2 to | majority.

Many hospital workers now
see the need to build a strong
rank and file movement in the
Health Service. One NUPE

 CYPRIOTS

WHO LIVE
IN FEAR OF
BLACKMAIL

by BAMBOS
ANASTASIOU, a worker
from Cyprus.

THERE arc about 120,000
Cypriots, ‘Greeks and
Turks', in Britain today.
Most live in North London
and work in the garment
manufacturing industry.

Most of these factories are
small sweatshops. Conditions
range from bad to appalling.

Weekly carnings range from
£15 for an unskilled fimsher to
£50 for the skilled cutter. This
includes Saturday working
and overtime,

Mast of the Cypriat
workers dre unorganised and
many have no work permits.
Whenever there is the slightest
move to demand higher
wages, better conditions or to
unionise the workers, the
bosses use blackmail,
threatening to report the
workers with no permits
which means sacking and
deportation. :

The bosses can easily find
all the unskilled labour they
need- there are hundreds of
Cypriol workers. on the dole
queues. The British immigra-
ton laws, particularly the
1971 Act, give them an easy

steward from St James told
Socialist Worker after the
meeting: “Our leaders have
shown that the militant
statements the executive keep
circulating about the cuts,
about unemployment, and
about the E£6 freeze aren't
meant to be taken seriously.
They put every possible
obstruction 1n our way when
we try Lo carry them out,

‘If anyone’s going to fight
the cuts it’s got to be us,’

NATIONAL RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN
FIGHT THE CUTS!

Support the demonstration in London, Sunday 25 April,
12.30pm, Hyde Park, against the cuts

(All supporters in London and the Home Counties are urged

to attend.)

Support the demonstration in Manchester on Saturday

24 Aprilat 12.30, AUEW Offices, The Crescent, Salford,

against the cuts. {All supporters in Manchester and the
North of England are urged to attend.)

means of dividing and in-
timidating the workers,

The police recently ‘visited’
two factories in the East End
of London, They arrested five
immigrant workers in Red
Ten Fashions, Stepney, and
ane in the othér. All six men
were taken to the nearest
police station for questioning.

One was a Turkish Cypriot
named Davraam Ennvar. He
was detained in Peatonville
Prison for three days without
being charged. A woman
worker from Guyana,
Ernestina Barimah, was
charged with staying illegally
in Britain.

Decisions

Andreas  Stavrou 8 a
refugee from Cyprus. Hecame
to Britain with his wife in
December, after bing
employed for ‘more than a
year. He was granted one
month’s stay and no work
permit. He and his wife gat
work in a dress factory in
Hornsey  Nancy and Melin-
da Fashions,

Andreas attempted to
organise the other machinists,
He told them that they would
continue to be exploited un-
less they united to demand
better wages and conditions.

I'wo weecks ago Andreas
Stavros got a letter from the
Home Office. It said he and his
wife had to leave the country.
He has appealed against this
and is still holding his job.

There are thousands of
cases like these, There is only
ohe answer,

Right

Immigrant workers must
unite and fight. They need the
active support of the organis-
ed trade union movement, If
workers allow  immigrant
workers to be sent down the
road first, they weaken their
own organisation and their
own ability to fight back.

We are campaigning among
Cypriot workers for support
for the Right 1o Work Cam-

aisn. Three weeks ago we
eld a campaign meeting in
North London attended by
about 50 Cypriot workers.

Cypriot workers will also
support the Right to Work
picket on the TUC.

DANGER

IMMIGRANT
WORKERS

A Woaring T All rade Urion

10~ b At *

A new Right to Work
Campaign factsheet on
immigrant workers and
the TUC attack. 5p a
copy. Send stamped,
addressed envelope
with order please to
265a Seven Sisters
Road, London, N4.

ADVERTISEMENT

Picket the TUC!

Wednesday 28 April, 10am, Congress House
Great Russell Street, London WCI1.
Stop the Attacks on Immigrant Workers!
~Jobs for all—end Immigration Controls!
Fight for the Right to Work!
Organised by the Right to Work Campaign and the East
London Action Committee, Supported by Hammersmith

Hospital'NUPE Shop Stewards Committee and the Camden
Committee against the Cuts and Unemployment.
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SAYERS
DOCKERS FIGHT| 2% | e

s o | -and you're sacked

pickel line at Sayers
, Bak‘ery, on Moln%ay in : -
lidarit 1 20
bl oo g ol ' By Dick Burdett, AUEW convenor, Wickman's |
tricians on official sirike L :
sinc: IasAl LrliEcwen'nber. ‘
The W District I . A B A : YD
Commitiee had called a COVENTRY: Insubordination . . . being late six times in a

A STRIKE by 300
shoregang men
against natural
wastage at Liverpool
Docks is now in its
second week.

32 rear . . . bringing in posters or leaflets management don't

AR strike  throughout year Ngng 1o p gement don

m:(‘:::cvglcar;ls%)' rctircr:wem Merseyside to supporl like . .. receiving phone calls (management have a right to
Y the Sayers workers, who intercept them).

must be refilled,

Shop steward Tommy
Helm told Socialist Waorker:
‘We are well undermanned as
it is, and we will strike in-
definitely until our demands
are mel.’

A meeting last week of the
ports luLhu.ﬂmm gave zlu

are demanding the
reinstatement of a vic-
timised steward and two
other workers.

Management at Wickman's Engineering are trying to bring in
these new works rules, Breaking any of them would mean the sack
or suspension. The right to appeal would be to the warks director!
They also want the right to change works rules at will,

['hey tried to hrm;, in these
same proposals in 1974,

lhev are so diabolical that
both umion lawvers and the

THE MAN WHO SPIES ON PICKETS
notice of strike action in TH . (] it e . :;{W;};E I:?‘?lrlc;‘c(::ﬁ n%rlmljsz
support, if they did not meet THIS ({right) is Peter | yOU office. : , § : I
the demands of the Braithwaite, director of SD_ar:p\{ ‘?v‘;'xm?h?\;v“e ‘°a: : : ‘l‘v’;]l;:;:p“ under —aay  cir-
sharegangmen. Liecester firm Electro Motion threat b 9‘:"(8 s ' er: tch 3 X : ¢ 'Y 43 e 5
indulging in one of his stick out as long as we get the P ol ; LSt DNO - WEEKS AROy - ID
favourite hobbies: spying on financial backing. The district 3 3 g Frank Chater. the Jocal
Pressure pickets outside his factory. Iock_out bOSS decided against a levy 50 we o { AUEW full-time official, tried
The industry’s employers For ten weeks, 32 mambers need every penny we can get . 3 o Py o to persuade us O open
are once again on the move, of the Engineering Unionhave [ This strike is about the right of % % v . negotiations on  the same
Thev've been putting the been locked out, Their crime abuse. evary man and woman to R o R aat O documents. He arranged a
maximum pressure on the was to join the union, and then Barratt shouted that Danny  belong to a trade union, |t . g meeting without our consent,
| abour government to water complain about working. in had sent an unordered taxi to  deserves the support of every The local full-time officials
down its Docks Bill and allow temperatures of between 32 his house at 10.pm the trade unionist. Raise duly arrived, We refused to
the rate-cutters and union- and 40 degrees. previous night and had resolutions of support in your P 3 attend. The meeting was aban-
busters to continue  theis When convenor Danny Cun- ‘authorised’ the stealing of a AUEW branch ‘and shop N a . > doned.
operations ningham (below, centre) went bicycle. stewards committee, ~send '
But in past weeks, haulage in to talk to Braithwaite's Barratt added: ‘Uil kill you i1 money to the strike fund c/a Members
and docks cmplovers have fellow-director, Ken Barratt, /ave to swing for it He then AUEW, 71 Vaughan Way,
gone a step further. manhandied Danny out of the Leicester.

The members were appalled

I'hey have paid for anti-
docker pickets in Hull.

And they are only too
happy 1o see a fight in support
of the Barge Aboard
Catamaran system that would
enable them to sack many
registered dackers.

In their struggle sgainst the
docks registration scheme, the
employers  will _stop at
nothing, including the en-
couragement of fights among
workers.

Blockade

In Hull this week this has

he was met with a hail of

both by the aatics of the
officials and by the contents of
the intended works rules.

A mass meeting instructed
the officials not to negotiate, It
rejected the proposals cam-
pletely,

And it voted for strike
action if any man s suspended
under them

A sugeestion was made at
the mass meeting—anly hall
in jest—that if the AUEW
officials show up again the
members should put up a
picket line to keep them off the
site.

ledl to a blackade of the part
with barges jammed across the

port entrances, (No  con- ANNUAL

spiracy prosecutions here, you

el TRADES
In London. too, the docks COUNCIL

o~ emplovers are renewing their

offensive that led to the great CONFERENCE,

struggles of 1972 21-22 May,
Fears that the West India Swansea.

dock 5 to be closed are

growing, Dockers theretore

picketed the Port of London

Authority on Monday.

s The Labour government
has promised to extend the

i Docks Registration Scheme,

l

|

IS members and
SW supporters who
are delegates
please contact the
Industrial Depart-
ment, 8 Cottons
Gardens, London
E2 (01-738 6273).

But despite assurances it 1§
capable of retreating under
pressure from the
employers unless increasing

‘ pressure in the opposite direc-
i n]‘m comes from the rank and,
file.

Cuts chiefs
quizzed

GLASGOW: 100 attended a
: mccling nl' F.’iﬁlr.‘l’hull\t

Greenlngs victimisation [eisHT
wevee battleissteppedup  RSR™

““h ngnml ﬂﬂd ll‘kﬂl coun- WARRINGTON: The overtime. And that is the real  can force them,
cillors. fieht to r-einstalc l.he cOne reason for the victimisations. ‘We need 10 build up sup-
I As  speaker after speaker B

MIC TURES: tohn Stucrock 1 Repon]

FIGHT

Socialist
Worker

SOUTH WALES EETPU
members for the Right
to Work: Thursday 15

When delegates visited one port in the combine to create

In reply, local teachers : were three-foot doors on the ‘We are continuing to go
spoke of the £17 million cut in Delegations have been sent cubicles. with a sheet of round other plants in the area
local education. local busmen to other parts of the combine  frosted glass for the foremen  for help. 1t will be mrucularh
spoke about the attempt to  asking for support and o peer through. hard on the single lads here.'
shut Boidgetown garage, local  SURZSSting the setting up of a 00 The AUEW District
hospital workers spoke about combine committee to fight Delegation Committee has made the
the attempted closure of  future attacks strike officlal and is calling

The delegation was promis-  for a district levy. Bul
money will still be needed

Rabroyston hospital. The convenor. Arthur Con-
A resolution apposing the heeney, and Geoft Bailey were  ed support for the strike,

Strike committee secretary  while this is being organis-

@ crane that was unsafe. Len Blood told Socialist ed.

cuts and calling for import sacked for refusing to work on
But the factory has a fine Worker: ‘Meetings with top Please send donations

asked about the cuts, the venor and an.m_hcr u;()rkcr of the factorics in the combine  real support. Unless we really April, Bpm, Rhymney Please send me more mformatlon
councillors implied that there 8t Greenings stepped UP  they saw what they were up  step things up | can see this Hotel, Cardiff. Speakers: about-Socialist. ‘Worker ‘and * the
were Na outs. this week. against. In the toilets. there lasting a long while, Billy Stavrakis ([Cardiff International Socialists I

Corporation Electricians
convenor} and Pip Jones
(EETPU, one of the Right

to Work marchers),

Collect your mattresses
and sleeping bags:
There are stilll a large
number of mattresses
and a few sleeping bags
not yet claimed from the
march. We cannot
deliver door to door, so

contrals was moved.
An amanedment was : ‘M
carried deleting all references record in rejecting all redun- union officials have proved  and messages of supportio

niversary of the General
Strike, Saturday 1 May,
Bpm-1am, Rayne Village

militant action pays—that’s and toubhl on for improved workplace prepared to fight negotiate on the conditions.
what the struggle of ASTMS  working conditions. for conditions or a bunch of  Sleeman, one of the pickets,
One shop steward, Bro T sheep, said: ‘If they see this as us

to import controls and setting ~ dancies,  demanding  fruitless. The company is  the Treasurer, Roy Dutton, please arrange tocollect | g L L Lo A s
up a focal committee to hg.h.i2 replacements  for evervone  determined tostop Arthurand  c/o AUEW House, Froghall BEBOPERY ,WS’EEE-CA“Y
the cuts. who leaves, and banmng all Geoff getting back unless we  Lane, Warrington. inquiries, rin en-
> el v T S Y e R B FITE SO R ot
r BRAINTREE Right to '
- Work Committee May
Day Social to' com- | " il i e Vit By S R RIS B s
CRICKLEWOOD:  United They turned back lorries  having an organiscd agreed (o reinstate the 25 and memorate the 50th an- I

members  victimised by

Smith's Industries proved this  Flynn, said: *They're testing *Most of us on the picket  going back in a position of Hall, CAST (Socialist 8DN
week. - their power. Ever since we line were moderates vou  weakness, . they're  bloody Theatre Group). f
They were locked out last  won a dispute in January the  know, but not from now on.”  wrong. speakers from 1926,

Friday after a successtul work- management have been hav- The local Right to Work exhibition, disco, plenty

to-rule. So they installed a  inga go. Committee took up the case. ‘We've Jearned what you of beer. Don't miss it. L
picket with &l 25 turning up. “This is a test between On Monday the company  need to do.’ . 1) 3]
J
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Socialist

‘ Socialist

Worker

Fighting
Fund

THE money’s beginning
t0o pour into the
Sacialist Waorker
Fighting Fund again—
and that’s no surprise.

The Healey. Budget
will mean there's less
money around in
workers’ pockets un-
less they fight back. and
a fighting paper is vital
to link up all the
different struggles.

Take the equal pay
battles on page four this
week. How do those
women know that
women are fighting for
the same things all over
the country unless they
can read it in a socialist
paper?

Keep the money—
and the news—coming
in. This week we had
£166.95. We need
more than that next
eek, and more the
next . . .

Donations to the fund
this week included: -

Marlpit Estate, Norwieh £1.20,
Vauxnall Estate, Narwich £1 .30
dinburgh Road. Nonwich £1.20,

rundgall, Norwsch £2, Catton
siute, Norwich £3, Western
istrict  Post  Office UPW

mambers  £3, SW supporter
4. 70, Manor House Hospital
6 60. Roval Froe Haspital 06 60
Nortn London Hospaal Workers
4.50, Holloway Bus Garage £2,
kegness  £5, Laurence
orecombe €1, J Fagan £5. H
dathen £5, J Gikting 45p, | Parr
H0p. Impenal Cotlege 1S £3

Send your
onations and
ollections to
ocialist Worker
ighting Fund, 8
ottons Gardens,
ondon, E2,

Worker

FAPER OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS 100

)

THE FIGHTBACK!

‘THERE'S no getting away from
it. The fight back in British
Leyland has begun.

In Triumph, at Coventry, workers have
enforced lower track speeds after being
conned on the wages front.

In Birmingham, where only last week
toolroom workers at SU Carburettors were
hounded back to work, 1000 toolroom workers
at Austin Longbridge struck in defiance of the
government’s incomes policy,

At Tractor and Transmissions too, workers are
inyvolved in a similar struggle.

Socialist Worker went 1o press eacly this week,
before the result of Engineering Union president High
Scanlon’s bid to defend the £6 fraud and get the men
back to work. Whatever the outcome, these battles
give an indication that the fight back has begun.

The Leyland bosses are out.to do with Levland
carworkers what the National Coal Board did to1he
miners in the 1950s. Then the miners were conned by a
nationalisation that gave them no control and no right
te work,

I'he plans Levland has in store partly explain the
intensity of the press propaganda against the strikers.

lhe press is also anxious to detend the government's
£6 fraud, which means sacrifice for workers and hand-
outs for the rich.

The Sunday Mirror last weekend disclosed that the
company is mdkin;, shareholders a six-vear ‘double
your money' investment programme plus 11 per cent
interest while they wait for the bananza.

What's needed in Leyland is to strive at every turn
1o unify the struggles. This would lead to a united
assault on the government’s wages policy, ensure the
protection of every job and the maintenance or re-
establishmeat of goud working conditions,

That's what rank and file action is ahout,

A thousand defy £6 freeze-and the union

A THOUSAND toolroom
workers are on strike at
Austin  Longbridge in
defiance of the Engineering

Socialist Worker:

e " before the mass meeting. They the demonstrators, and for
Union and government ... nreparing o go home  staff status. The
pay_ policy, de“‘!a“di_ng before the meeting, They knew demonstrators alrcad) get
staff status and parity with  all the problems withthe pay  £74-a-week basic (we're on nuc
people who work as code and the uncertainity of  £63) and are due for a further  £6 freeze.
demonstrators, the outcome of the strike, but  £4 in May.

One toolroom worker told
‘I've never out.
known feeling like it. People
had made up their minds

they voted over 2«1 to come Fast
‘We've been negotiating for

nine months for parity with

Friday management
offered us the same agreement
as they'd offered the fitters at
I'ractors and Transmissions, Tt
where the fitters are out for
parity with the demonstrators,
The agreement was for as  see
much as we wanted after the  uny

‘They can promise the moon

now, knowing they'll never
have to pay, with Healey's
latest proposals of 3 per cent.
doesn't matter  what
government is in, we know
what we're worth and | don't
why weshould get less than

other  toolmaker in
Leviand. MPs all get the same.,
We work for the same gaffer,
so all toolmakers should get

Rank and file hospital workers among several thousand who marched through London last weekend
calling for the repeal of the Immigration Act 1971. PICTURE: Andrew Wiard (Report).

the same in Leyland.

True

‘There’s no point in working
at the Austin if your standard
of living is being cut, The same
1 true for labourers, if we win
thisdispute now, the labaurers
will be ahle ta get more. We've
no ambition (o turn
Longbridge into the
sweatshop of Europe, making
cur-price articles to dump
evervwhere else,

‘Il the toolroom workers
can gel through. then the
government’s pay restrictions
will he finished and. other
workers, skilled and unskilled.
low paid and high paid, will be
ahle ta fight for adecent living
wage. I the Austin Toolroam
workers ure defeated it won't
save jobs. Who will be able to
buy new cars on Healey's 3 per
cent'.

Socialist

LUCAS HAZARD STOPPE

Worker

- Y R s -
Please rush me my weekly copy of Soc:ahsl
Worker. | enclose a cheque/postal order
made payable to Sac/alist Worker for

[J £7 for one year

O ¢ 3.50 for six months

I (Please tick) to pay

postage, so start sending them to:

subscriptions and

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

When completed post to Somalast Worker
Subscriptions, Circulation Department, 8
Cottons Gardens, London, E2 8DN

& Subscribe!

by MALCOLM POVEY
(ASTMS) Leeds Univer-
sity)

RANK and file action at
the lLucas Acrospace
Marston Green factory in
Leeds has prevented
management  from ex-
posing the workforce to yet
another hazard.

A few weeks ago, a copper
brownish metal was being
machined. Unknown to the
men machining it, the metal
dust was deadly. The mewal,
beryllium copper, has been

Rank and File teachers re- elected

BOTH Dick North and
Beth Stone, the Rank and
File Teachers' candidates,
have been returned to
their seats on the ex-
ecutive of the National
L' nion of Teachers.

Dick North came top of the
poll in the Inner London
area, far ahead of the Com-
munist Party and right-wing
candidates, Sam Fisher and
Robert  Richardson, who
stoad on the same platform.

Ruank and file candidates
were the only people who put
up a  policy to fight

known to be dangerous for a
long time, vet management
took few precautions and the
workforce were not told of the
dangers,

SURPRISE

Fortunately, while atten-
ding a Rank and File Organis-
ing Committee safety course
in Solihull, the shop stewards
read in Pat Kinnersley's book
‘The Hazards of Work™ that
beryllium copper was
dangerous. This  came as
something of a surprise. as the

unemplovment—at a time
when 9080 teachers are un-
employed.

The number of teachers
yoting went up by 80 per cent
over the previous elections.

ANGER

School-hased action over
the policy of no cover for
teachers absent after three
daysis growing, It this anger
and action that returned the
Rank and File candidates—
despite 2 press campaign
against them in the Daily
Mail and the London Even-
ing Standard.

members had dry-machined
beryliium copper on and off
for vears.

The shop stewards were
worried and puzzled about the
tack of salety instructions. |he
reaction of management was
dismissive, They said it ‘was
perfectly safe as long as there
wits no more than 3 per cent
beryllium in the copper.

Yet the stewards thought: if
berviium dust  Kills,
should 3 per cent for two
hours be any safer than 6 per

why

turned to the Safety School
for help. They thought of the
TUC doctors, but on a
previous occasion they had
been unhelpful. So through
the Safety School the stewards
got in touch with the Rank
and File Organising Com-
mittee and we were abie to give
them all the details about

beryllium copper, and the
illness, bervlliosis, that it
causes,

BLACKED

cent for ane hour,
Not to be fobbed off with a
feeble excuse, the stewards

The stewards presented
management with the gory
details and refused to machine
the metal. After the material
had been blacked, a factory
inspector appeared and con-
firmed the dangers of working
with the dry beryllium copper.
Shop meetings have insisted
that all workers he x-raved,
and the results examined and
notified to the workers before
work will be resumed.

Rank and filé action like
this is the only way to safety in
the workplace. It saves
workers lives. So if vou want
information about a material
that you think is dangerouy, or
if vouwould like to see a safety
school organised in vour area
contact the Rank and File
Organising Committee at 2655
Seven Sisters Road, London

BETH STONE N4. Phone 01-802 6145,

Scanlon ‘Back to work’attempt

LEYLAND:
NOWFOR

Triumph
workers
take over

and slow
tracks

‘THERE was a tremen-
dous cheer when the
stewards’ executive
recommendation was
thrown out.

That was how Jack Sprung,
Transport Union steward al
Triumph Coventry, desceibed
the decision. by 2300 workers
last Frday to cut back their
output by 5§ per cent by taking
over and slowing down the
track

“We haven't heen paid for
the fatest 5 per cent increase in
production. The joint shop
stewards' committee had given
it to the company as & 'gesture
ot goodwill®

Last Thursday and Friday.,
assembly workers and
stewards 100k control of the
tracks and ran them at their
own speed, despite the opposi-
tion of the company and the
stewards'  executive, which
includes Eddie McGarry, the
TGWU convenor, and Jim
Griffin, the AUEW convenor.

Accepted

Jack Sprung continues the

story: “The joint shop stewards
committee actuplly
recommended that we

withdraw the S per cent if there
way no scttlement by | April
This decision was put 1o all the
gangs, and aceepted,

‘But when we reparted bagk
to the next stewards' meeting,
the  exccutive  decided to
change the
recommendation—for the
good of the company!”

‘They won this on the
committee. but we took @
back to a mass meeting of the
assembly workers ons Thurs
day morning. Pl

‘McGarry  spoke  at the
meeting, trying to persuade
the men thar 'for the com-
pany'ssake’ we should keep on
the higher productivity, But
even thut didn't wark, His
recommendations  were  re-
jected unanimously

‘Following this we took u
decision to sfow the truck
ourselves, The company said if
we did they would stop the
tracks altogether, and take all
assembly  waorkers off  the
clock.

Isolated

‘We arranged to take over
the tracks at 11.30am, Thurs-
day. so that no one person
could be isolated and vie-
timised. The foremen
attempted to stop the tracks,
but we surrounded the but-
fons, and stopped them. The
company then switched off the
tracks from the main switches
and padlocked the boxes.

‘It was just after that when
the foremen were having their
tea that they found themselves
barricaded in their office. The
locks were taken off the main
switches and we were working
normally, minus 5 per cent,
within minutes.’

“The stewards' executive
then called a shop stewards’
meeting, McGarry pushed for
a mass meeting of the whole
factory, So at [0am on Friday
he was again arguing for us to
give the company work for
nothing.

‘MceGarry tried to move that
we hold a factory ballot on the
wsue, and he was defeated
hands down. As it turned out,
the whole mecting—over
2500—voted. Fewer than {00
supported McGarry,'

Triumph workers need to
move anand replace the whale
MceGrarry crew, There are big
struggles ahead,



