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NEWS & ANALYSIS

The
Managerial
Alliance

The Social Democratic Party 1s
doing much better than many
of us expected. The Alliance
victory in Crovdon has been
matched by a score of local
government by-clection
victories. Who 1s backing 1t?
And what do they represent?
Dave Beecham provides some
ANSWETS.

"At the end of fast vear 1 jomed the
Labour Party becoause | febe T eould no
longer sit buck and witeh the Tories ruin
people’s lives. T wunted to do something,
and the Labour Purty scemed the only
hope at that ame.’

Thus Madelon Dimont, new charrman (O
couldn’t care less whether [ am called Miss,
Mrs or Ms') of the Brent (London) Social
Democratic Party, cxpressing her ideals,

Sadly she was ‘appalled’ by the Labour

Purty she joined and found the new party
“wood for evervthing I passionately believed
in’.

‘Passionate beliel is of caurse something
the ST2P hasin great swathes—but in what 1s
hard to find out. There lies the problem for

us, [tisall too easy (o shrug off the success ol

the SDYP. even after its astonishing clectoral
win in Crovdon, and make jokes about 1t.
(Question: ‘How many smoked salmon
sandwiches would go round Rov Jenkins?
Answer: ‘I don't know, he'd timshed them
belore 1 could start counting.’)

In reality the SDP has enjoved muassive
success since 118 launch in March.,  with o
membership of 67.000 by the end of Octo-
ber, roughly equivalent to the rate of growth
Cof UND. Much of this growth, admittedly,

ook place during the hirst phase of media
coverage. At the end of May, barely eight
‘weeks alter its foundation, the SDP already
"had nearly 52,000 members—spread rather
“unevenly across the country,

But the reality ol the SDP's appeal goes
alongside a complete absence ol facts about
its members or those who vole for 1L,

To take the most extreme example, Wil-
lam Rogers, one of the original breakaway
from Labour, claimed that 20,000 of the
SDPs 60000 pius members were trade
unionists at a press conference in October.
In tact this figurc was a total invenuon.
There is no anatysis of SDP membership 1n
cxistence angd  Rogers” estimate, 1o be
extremely charitable, was probably based
on the propartion of trade unionists 10 the
adult population (including pensioners).
The only source of information about the
new wonder of the democratic age 15 there-
fore anecdote, and there s precious hotle
even of that considering how the press have
fawned on the SI)P.

They voted for Bill Pitt in Croydon —
but what policies did they want?

The tirst. most obvious, characteriste of
the STIP is its professional mmddle class
‘cadre”. Madelon 1himont. whose guote
heads this darticle. is a feature writer tor the
Bty Mirror: the chairman ot Islington SIDP
is the featurcs editor of the Financial Tines.
In [ondon in particular this ntluence
crtormous: a sample of SDP members in the
London Borough of Richmond found over
halt werg “professionals” (journalists, fawy-
BTS CLL),

October 29th councit elections

St Pancras

SDOP 6919 (1,506 T.1b)
lab & 18] {(9.935)

Con 2,684 (5,202}

Vate: IR0

Rothcrham

Lab: 1,714 (2.603)
SIDPP: 1,636 (1,025 Tabhy
Con: 424 {1,464}

Vote: 334

( Figures in brachets show previous clec-
tion tesult. )

More significant perhaps s the evidence
ol widespread managerial support for the
SDP. 1tis n fact a predommantly manager-
ial party: for cxample it has been recruiting
Irom the ranks of gengincering management
in the Midlands and Yorkshire, Previously
right-wing labour managerial tigures, hke
the industrial retations chiefs of Ford and
British Levland, Paut Roots and Chif Rose,
are being drawn 1n,

The activist recruiting 15 theretore largely
etitist. The leadership of the Breat SDP,
aparl from a Daifv Mirror feature wrier,
includes a dentist, a British Telecom mana-
ger, a barrister {{former Labour MP Paul
Rose), a former Belfast councillor trom the
Alliance Party, a tormer chairman ol
Fendon Young Conservatives and the sec-
retary of the {middle class) Pakistan Social
Cultural and Welfare Assoctation.

The politics of this clite are also clearly to

the right. Of the 376 people at the SDP's
Landon conterence only 8% disagreed with
the proposition that ‘'union’s are loo powet-
ful®, according o o MORI opiion poll.
Exactly B0% either “strongly agreed™ ar
agreed with the proposimon.

The activists also hold guie dilterent
views Itom  potential supporters, 1
appears—as lan Brudicy, an SDF pubhcis,
admits in l1is book on the purty Breaking The
Montd? Be was talking about the ssue of
EEC membership: 3406 of S[DP supporters
were gueted as beng o favour of taking
Britain out vl the FEC {end-Apnl 19817, Yet
of SIYP members at the London conference
recently, 960 had voted "ves” m the Com-
mon Market referendum,

The other major issue which tends to div-
ide the STXP clite {tom s support s of
course the baomb, Nearly one third of SDP
supporters are said o be i favour ol unila-
teral disarmamnt. whereas only 144 ot
London conference activisty were, [hese
figures are of course a little suspect, burt they
iHustrate the faer that the SDP's politics as
an alernative ruling  class, managerial.
party are guite difterent fromats appeal tou
very broad mass ol peopic,

SDP Support

L is 1o longer possible to deseribe the
SDI us o figment of journalists’ imagina-
tion. cven if the SDFP does seem Lo have
‘nfiltrated’ the media verv successtully,
Both the Warrington and the Crovdon clee-
tions showed that the SDDP could pul) away
substantial  sections of  Labour support.
granted in (wo rather prosperous areds Com-
pared to many other parliamentary consti-
wwencies. The two most recent local council
elections alsa illustrate this—though they
show that the gap between Labour suppor-
ters and Labour politicians varies in datle-
rent areas.

On 29 (etober there were two councll
clections—one 11 the GIOC area, in St Pan-
cras. the other in South Yorkshire, n
Rotherham. Both areas are very strong
working c¢lass Labour. The results are
shown 1n the box,

In London there were ctearty a lot of
workers prepared 10 vote SDP-—two weeks
after the GLC ssupplementary rate demand
wr offset the cost of reduced fares and the
government surcharge. In Yorkshire, the
picture 1s a bit different: some Labour sup-
porter’s didn’t vote and there was a rush of
Torv support to the SDP 1o try and deleal
Labour in an arcy where 62 out ol 66 coun-
cillors are v the Labour Party,

The lesson in terms of electoral politics 1s
that workers are prepated 1o vote againsl
Labour where Labour policies have resulted
in vastly increased costs, But in the "harder
working-class areas in the North, the SDP
doesn’t have much appeal,

In terms of revolutionary politics, the
conclusions are a bit ditferent, We have 10
adjust to the possibility that those who are
turning towards the SDP are not “scabg’,
even though the SDP us a party 15 a scub
party. They may in fact be people actively
looking for an alternative. who are sick of
politicians using them and are sutficently
naive not (o recogmse the SDP as the nre-
dest old hacks of all.
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This time

‘Anything that gets 150,000 pcople on the
march has to be taken scriously.’ Casper
Weinberger was laking a low estimate of the
October 24 CND demonstration, and he
wis ignoring the massive demonstrations in
other European countrics, but he summed
up a sudden realisation vn the part of our
rulers. Minister of State at the British
Foreign Office, Douglus Hurd suddenly
announced that 'every democratic politician
knows people are worrted about nuclear
war.’

The counter-attuck has not been long o
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we’ve got to win

coming, Lord Carnington has started the
f1ght back, and the Social Democrats, in the

shape of David Owen and Peter Jenkins,

both writing in the Gugrdiagn have joined in
cagerly.

There is little chance of thetr winning the
propaganda battle autnight. As our survey
over the page shows, the big demonstrations
in major European cities lastmonth arc only
the tip of Lhe iceberg of massive popular
opposition to nuclear weapons. BOt our
rulers do nol need to win this battle outright;
whatever they mght say about being demo-
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crats, they grasp the grand fact that they
have power and their apponents do nol. In
order to have any chance of defeating them,
the mass demonstrations have to be the basc
from which we can build a power strang
enough to challenge theairs.

It 15 here that the problem arises. The vast
majority of those on last month’s demonstra-
tions across Europe had no conception of
the mititancy which will be needed to win the
struggle. They believed that all they had w0
do was go on the streets and register theur
disapproval, and that what thcy wanted
would come about,

Last laugh

This iliusion was fed by many of the plat-
form speakers 1n London. These assured
them for instance, that the Labour and
Liberal Parties had already been won to
their cause—when in fact the Liberal leader-
ship has said it will simply 1gnore 1ts own
conference decision 1n order to maintain iis
alliance with the pro-bomb Social Demuo-
crats, while the majonity of Labour M
continue to be prepared to go along with
virtually anything the US suggests.

Under such circumstances, 1t was hardly
surprising that the demonstration was pas-
sive and very unpolitical.

Yet if the movement 15 1o enjoy suUCcess, It
cannot remain like that indetinitely. For in
18 months time the moment ot truth comes.
If by then the Americans have not succeeded
in beginning the installation of their new
missiles in at least one BEuropean country,

they will have suffered a considerabic.

defeat. Reagan and Thatcher will do every-
thing in their power to ensure that doesn’t
happen.

Then we will be fuced with governments
that dre instazlling the missiles. rather than
simply talking about 1l. The movemernt will
gither to continue to protest passively—
and achieve nothing. Or it will have to
change s style, to act rather than mcrety to
talk.

Very, very many of those who were on last
month's demonsirations will choose action.
This is what has happened with such move-
ments in the past—for instance, wilh (he
tormation of the direct-action Commutee of
100 out of CND in Britain at the beginning
of the 60s. That 1s what we can expect to
happen again. Once people are convinced of
the dangers of the new missile systems,
many will stop at nothing in their endeavour
o get rnid of them.

This change i attitude will not happen
over night. But it will happen.

The problem is how to prepare for it, and
how toensure thatit leads to people learning
to struggle in elfective ways.

This is not easy. Many of those who domi-
nate local CNI) committees are those lcast
likely to make the change. A year ago the
local groups were attracung an influx of
kcen, new people. Todaya lot of thatenergy
has been dissipated, due to lack of clear
focuses for activity, The meeungs tend to
be smailer and to be dominated by middie
class people, who genuinely want to pet nd
of the bomb, but who shy away from the sort
of militant activity which will be necessary to
achieve Lthat goal. Notably absent I'rom the
meetings are the vast nambers of youth who

made the demonstration such a success.

Absent too arc those with real links with
the working class movement, CND exists 1n
middle class neighbourhoods, It still does
nal exist inside the docks, the car factones,
Lthe typing pools. There must have been at
least ten times as many school (eachers on
last month’s London demonsiration as there
were miners, and more college lecturersthan
CAT workers.

Unless things change the movement will
tind itselt standing on the sidelines 1in 18
months time making meffectual protesis
while the missiles are ipstalled and the
bombs primed. Even a turn by many of the
demonstrators to direct action will mean
nothing unless the direct action is of mil-
lions, not of Isolated groups of middle class
activists. And the millions will not be won
uniess the battle against the bomb s tied 1n
to their dav-to-day concerns over jobs,
social service cuts, wages.

The movement will not be shitted in the
direction necessary simply by socialists
arguing within the existing local CND
groups—though this remains an important
lask.

1t 1s necessary to take the initiative 1n
bullding against the bomb in ways that the
present CND groups hardly think of. Two
arcas of work arc espectally important here,

Yourh and students The tens of thousands
of teenagers who were on the demonstration
are hardly touched by existing CND structu-
res They will not be won to boring meetings.
B they will be won o activities—to local
acuvitics, to weekend tong marches like
those across the Pennines at Easter and from
Fastane o Glasgow in the summer, to mil-
itant pickets when people ke Reapgan and
Wemberger visit Britain, Andthey will want
Lo talk not just about the bomb, but about
Thauwcher, the system, the struggle in Poland,
the war it Ireland, and a hundred and one
ather things as well.

Pro-bomb

Unions and workplaces - This 1s not just a
question of getung paper support from
union general secretaries, [Lis a question of
taking ihe arguments Into every union
branch, cvery shop stewards committee,
above alt cvery workplace, of getting The
War Clame shown in miner’s welfare halls,
dockers’ clubs, lactory canteens.

The argument about the umions is not an
drgument about recruiting members it 15 an
argument aboul turning 150,000 demon-
strators into a social force. And therefore 1t
15 an argument about the workplace and
about the rank and file. That means that
“Jobs not Bombs™ has to become very much
more  than just something shouted on
demonstrations. It has to become a class
stogan. It has 1o be argued on every picket
line and inevery occupation. 1thas to be tied
mto the rebuilding of the confidence and the
mthtancy of the rank and fhle after the
deteats of the kast five yvears,

If these things dre done, the movement
can be sustained and can develop the
strength and militancy (0 confront the missi-
les. 1 not, Reagan and Thatcher and Wein-
berger and Carrington can stidl have the last
Ltugh—the very last laugh
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West Germany

West CGermany saw ils beggest demonsira-
tion ever on Tl October when a quarter ot
million people demonstrited 10 Bonn,

The movement tack off following the
1979 NATO decision o modernise nuclear
weapons. A number of independent lettists,
together with the West German Conimurist
Party and the "Green’ ccoloagical party laun-
ched the “Kreteld Appel” opposing the
decision.

This movement quickly gained very sub-
stantial support. More than one million sig-
natures were collected within the fiest few
months. Some of the support came lrom
very odd quarters indeed; for instance o for-
mer army general. Basuan, has played
leading role in the campaign and givenat a
great deal of credibility amongst “respec-
table™ opimion,

One of the first majorsigns of the growing
strength ot anti-mititanst opmion was d
series  of  demonstrations  organised
various towns igainst the public ceremonies
m which rew recrunts 1o the army take an
path of allegiance. These were big enough
and militant enough to serously worry the
army leaders and the Social Democrauc
government. This year, the public ceremo-
nies have been abandoned and the lambs are
recruited for the slaughter in secrecy,

The movement has no national organisi-
tion but does have u network ol very hively
local groups. In Frankfurt, for insiance,
there are six local groups with o membership
of between M and 60 activists, These groups
can very quickly get a big public response,
particularly among the youth, A group
Hanover, for example leafletted a demon-
stration of school students calling tor the
setting up of youth anti-bomb mowvemoent.
The tirst public meeting attracted 30 school

students, the second 60, The local branch of

the Sogial Democratic youth organisation.

EUROPE AGAINST THE BOHB
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Lhe Faleons, joamed pmreedisieiy

Nattonal Ty, the mes eyt e inobiise
very large numbers o people ds the massive
demaonstraton 1 Bonn denmonstested. Bt
there  arve alser coiisaderab!s ool
prohlems,

For one thing, the Tevel o trade wion
volvement s overy cia
tracdde upton vouth oo a0 Bonn, and
soovie other left cloment o the unions,
but the mamn frade anics ederatian, the
PGR.  very meetile to the sicvement, T
imstricted irs miembors ot 100 po 1o Bann
and hus ssieed s g proganeme, n.ﬂ]lll"lg
{foor multilateral esotnalinoens betwee
SOVCENITIe NS,

CTCTr VO D sOHTIe

Biind allev

The Soctol PBenrocral Poriossanatlwer hig
headache., The et ol e SPE <upport the
Kreteld Appel and one o then leadmy figu-
res. Eppler. spoke i Booins But las speech
wils clearls Jesrgned Lo boeld o hedgpe bet-
weenl the ann-boet gnveement aind the
SPIY THe said, Por nestance, Hhat Wese G-
man Chancellon Scineinde “shouid consder
Binsell o part u Tl et s onepr .

Fhe dunger of ths soabiat i wiil dedleet ehe
movement nio codless aranments abhout
why other governmeni~ won’ Jdooansthing
ratiier than pultinge reessee Jdirectly on Lthe
Wost Giormen 2oveRen. A1 evanple of
this s the nse to swhich the Leit ol the 8P
pratting the "Rossell] «1pm- 7 s s closely
litked to EP Thompaon™s FYNE mevement
arnd. m Wost ety s saeaey Seen e o
multilateratisl bocient, dos hedyuse ol
does 1ot pul sy sesccibe i ey on the
CRermran govenene i, o presvides o Pine
cover for the ictt of the 5P wr tead dhe
movement up a blind ollev.

The ohvions alternatne s for the price

L . q I

movement to move from simple opposptign
to NATO modernisation plans to alf- D}t
unilateralism. Since the Russians are songar
this is a very difficult argument to win in
West Germany, and 1t is pot yet dslwlhlﬂg
like the concensus within the movement. Qi[l
is the job of the left to argue as hard as
possible for this in the next few months.

Yolkhardt Mosler

Italy

The Bonn demonstration of 11 October was
erecled with ecstasy by the Italian left, and
was followed by very large demonstratigns
in Italy. On 15 October 30,000 school ahd
college students demonstrated in Rome dlir-
ing school time, The lett wing daily #/ Mﬂﬂfﬂ
Jesto desceribed it as; ;}

‘A demonsliration such as we haven't seen
for years. 30,000 students gathered in Ese-
dra Square. They had taken time off scheol
to demonstrate against war, against Ameri-
cun and Soviet missiles, for disarmamgnt
and peace ... The majority were young ﬂfu-
dents, bovs ‘md girls of 15 and 16, who ha:i
not before had the D[:IIJDI'IUI]IW and pmha&
bly the desire to get imvolved 1 politics)” =

“The slogans were all apainst the governs
ment, the Christian Democrats, America;
the neuiron bomb, the missiles planned ﬁ}r
Comiso in Sicly. the Socialist Ministers
Defence Lahio Lagorco.”

: -'ﬂ-'w'é:.f,

Comiso

When the demonstrators reached the
national T1Q of the Christian Democrats the
generally pacifist slogans gave way to *We
only want one nuclear bomb—on this
place”. 2

One tocus of the anti-missile campa'i:gn
has been Comiso itself, Of a dl:n10n*-".lratf§:rn
there on 11 QOctober, the revolutionary
weekly Quotidiann ded Lavatort wrotés

‘We have not seen such a demﬂnstratg}n
in Sicily for a long time. The old comrades
and workers were immersed in a flood,of
vouth, of boys and girls. from every cc-rélr:r
ot Sicily. All sorts of Zroups were on t
demaonstration, but the main charactenst
was apposition to both blocs and the nor.
Parly presence,’ -

But of course, the high point of the cam-
paign so far was the demonstration of 24
October in Rome. This was hall a million
stradg according to the ff Manifesto, a quat-
ter @ million strong according to the bour-
BEOS Press. !

The political make-up of the demonstia-
tion included Christian groups, through
pacifists and conscientious objectors, left
wing Socialist Party member opposed 1o
their party's support for Cruise missiles; a
huge Communist Party contingent and a
stzcible contingent from the far 1eft pdrtjp;_,_
I'riletatian Demogcracy. .

It remains ta be seen where the mnvtmmm
will g from here. The CP leadership w:]l*_glEL
doubt 1ry Lo use the movement as simply ohe
other tool in s parliamentary games with
the government. The far lelt could offer an
__alteqnatiyev—Pmlemriﬂn Democracy put’
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out a call for the demonstration insisting
ppon unilateralism and opposition to both
blocks, and linking the struggle against the
bomb with the struggle againsit the effects of
the economic crisis. But the revolutionary
lett has been gencerally demoralised and dis-
organised in recent years, after the revolu-
tionary upheaval they expected in the

The anti-bomb movement took off in Hol-
land before elsewhere, In spring 1978 1he
committee against lhe neutron bomb mobi-

lised B0,000 in Amsterdam, and another

group, the Inter-Church Peace Council
(IKV) mobilised 75,000 against Cruise mis-
siles in Utrecht in December 1979, There are
demonstrations of up to 25,000 each year in
places like Soesterberg and Steenwijk where
nuclear weapons arc stored.

All of thiy is having its effect on the
powers that be. The leader of the {lutch
Labour Party, Joop den Uil—a man with a
record of which David Owen would be
proud-—had to threaten to resign in order to
stop his party congress adopting the IKV
slogan of *Away with all nuclear weapons,
starting with those stored on Dutch soil”

These limited signs of success are a great
gamy in Holland, which was for vears the

maost loyal of NATO members, For exam-

ple, from 1956 t0 1970 the Foreign Secrctary
was [Ir Joseph Luns, now NATOQ Secretary
General, and a former member of the Dutch
Nuational Socialist Party.

Although the IKV anti-bomb movement

grew very rapidly in the mid-1970s, pene-

trating right down to the smallest hamlets, it
was, tor its first fow vears, a vervrespectable
collection of discussion groups. One of the
major reasons for this was that it was built
averwhelmingly by the churches, who used
their parish organisations as a starting point

lor the local groups. And its national ofticer

were responsible to the churches, not the
local groups.

The situation was transiormed by the
1979 NATO decision (o modernise its
nuclear forces. This radicahised very many
people, even those who had previously
thought of themselves as parsgons of godly
respectabulity. The national secretary ol the
[KY made a speech arguing that it would be
necessary o organise a blockade of the har-
bours to prevent new nuclear arms being
landed.

Because of the anu-bomb movement the

mid-1970s did not materialise and the disil-
lusioning discovery of the (ruth about the
Chinesc regime they used to identify with.

There must be a danger now thal they will

simply get carried away by the size of the

movement, and forget about the need to
argue withm 1t for revolutionary, class
politics,

leadership of the Dutch Labour Party are
under heavy pressure from their member-
ship to take a stand against the NATO
maodernisation plans, and there are pressu-
res 1 ather partics as well, When ths 1ssue
was [irst debated 1n the Dutch parliament,
the then government only survived by (wo
votes,

(n the other hand, the current campaign
has buill 1ts momentum sround opposition
to Cruise, Pershing I, and other modernisa-
Lon, and winning such wide support tor
urtilateral disarmament will be much more
difficult. On the guestion of NATO, the
sitbation 1s even more confuscd. The TKV,
for instance, helieve that Holand can unita-
teraily remove nuclear weapons but stay in
NATO and develop a new direction for the
alllance based on the “small nations™,

One of the major weaknesses ot the move-
ment 1s 1ts lack of orgamsed working class
support, Although many of 1ts members are
actuzally  workers, there has been fittle
impact on the trade unimons themselves.
Hardly anyone outside of the very small
revolutionary lett raiscs the slogan of “Jobs
not Bombs™.

The Dutch movement has onc strength
which 15 not present in Britain: i has consi-
derabie support inside the armed lorces.
Holland has a conscript army. with 40,000
people serving at a time. These conscripts
have trade union rights and a reat if compa-
ratively weak, lrade umion exists, called the
Umon of Conscript Soldiers. Since 1977, the
ssue of nuclear weapons has been widely
debated in the uniton, But under threat from
the commanding general of the Dutch army,
the union retreated from its previous posi-
tion of calling upon seldiers to demonstrate
in uniform against nuclear weapons.

About 30 more radical soldicrs formed a
“Soldiers against Nukes® committee, which
has supported illegal actions by soldiers.
Abour 30 soldiers have relused orders to
guard nuclear weapons dumps, and have
been sentenced to three weeks 1mprison-

ment by the Military High Court. When the
military police attcmpted to arrest some sol-
diers marching in uniform on a demonstra-
tion, the very respectable burgers ot the IKV
Fought them off and protected the soldiers.

The Committee has also been able to
release classified military intormation to the
movement. FPor instance, army officers
instruct soldicrs that, 1n the event of a
nuclear attack, thev should lie down for 90
seconds, get up and brush off the fall-out,
and then gel on with fighting the commie
hordes.

There must be some scepticism as to whe-
ther the anti-bomb movement can continue
(o grow in the present way . If the going gets
tougher, then the movement will have to
start thinking seriously about direct action
against weapons dumps, which is a step for
which it 1s not at all prepared as vet,

Hans van Velzen and Gijs Nederlof

Belgium

The bhuge Brussels demonstration of 24
October differed in some important respects
from those in the rest of Furope. It had the
active support of both the major (rade union
tederations—the Christian and Socialisti—
and of all the pohlitical parties except the
Liberals and the Social Christians.

The trade unions prepared for the demon-
strauon by calling a one day conference for
officials and shop stewards. This ensured
that coaches were paid for and that not only
national, but also branch banners were
there,

The scale of the mobilisation was very

much influcnced by the fact that an election
15 pending, after g demand from bankers for
government thal will obey their will and cut
living standards.

The national action committee which
organised the demonstration was made up
of representatives (rom the parties and the
tar left groups, and so was more directly
political than CND is. The official slogan
was ‘No to both 88208 and Pershing’, with
oniy the CP refusing to oppose the SS20s.
The other main slogan, raised by the
extremc left, was for withdrawal from
NATOQ.

The Belgian demonstration showed very
clearly that rank and file trade unionists can
be drawn inte the anti-missile movement.,
The next test will be whether the work is
done to persuade them 1o take industrial
action against the weapons if the pro-missile
parties win the clection orit the anti-missile
parties goes back on their pronises,
Spain
In recent months the campaign against
Spain’s entry into NATO hays tuken on mas-
sive proportions. Most citics and towns have
Anti-NATO committees and 100,000
demonstrated in early Qclober,

The nghust UCD government 1s trying 1o
push the country into the alliance with as
little debate as possible. They hope to pla-
cale the military by this move, supposedly
opening the doors for more US hardware,
for the *badly equipped’ Spanish army.

The masstve opposttion to NATO has
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been particularly significant both because it
represents the only mass fight against the
government since the abortive coup attempt
in February and because of the lack of invol-
vement of the main lett parties.

Both the Socialist and Communist Parties
have wantced to keep opposition within the
‘institutional framework’ in line wth their
general policy of not ‘proveking” the
military,

The luke-warm nature of the Socialist
opposition was cicarly demonstrated by MP
Luis Solana who said, ‘We would enter
NATO if we got Gibralter back and could
jein the EEC.

The CP on the other hand orgamsed their
own demonstration on 5 October but have
continually refused to work inside the uni-
ted campaign. cven accusing the latter of
being financed by Moscow gold! The CP
refuse to oppose the already massive US
presence in the pentnsula, arguing that a call
for total American withdrawal would only
‘agpravate’ the situation. The USSR, the CP
claims, may accept Spain as a US sphere of
inflience, but joimag NATO would be

-going too lar.

Only Turkey has a bigger US presence
than Spain in the Mediterranean and, of
course, these bases can be used to launch an
attack without Spanish government permis-
sion. The bases were installed in 1953 during
the Cold War when the US realised that the
bloody Franceo dictatorship would be a sure
ally against communism. The massive eco-
nomtc aid recerved 1m return greatly streng-
thened the regime in the 3s and 60s.

Obvicusly to oppose yoning NATO and
not call for the bases to be thrown oul (s
absurd. Spain is already in great danger of
being used to tlaunch US military adventu-
res: NATO membership only increases this
danger.

The key difference between the Spansh

~movement and s Furopean counterparts,

apart form its focus being exclusively
NATO, is that it was instugated by the revo-
lutionary left, in particular the Movimiento
Comunista.

The campaign is based on an alliance of
far {eft groups, environmental, youth and
community organisatons and well knewn
personalities. Tt has managed to mobilise
larpe numbers without Socialist or Comnu-
nist support, beginning last February with a
20,000 strong march from Madrd to the
lacal US base at Torrejon. Since then 54,000
attended a rally and testival in July in the
capital and massive demos 1ook place
throughout Spain on 4 Octaber,

Obviously many Communist and Social-
isl supporters are invelved in the campaign
despite the position of their respective
pares, |

The Madrid demo of 4 October which
called for opposition to NATO gnd existing
bases attracted more people than the sepa-
rate CP demo two weeks later—and 1t must
bi remembered that the capital has always
been a CP stronghold. The decision of the
important Catalan CPtocall openly tor the
removal of US bases, against the nauonal
party line, Is particularly important 1f the
movement 15 going to draw in even maore
workers to the struggle.

‘Andrew Durgan

—_

Provoking a fight back?

Leyland workers were putting up picket
lines as we went to press. By the time we
had finished typesetting, the sirike had
been called off. For the fourth time 1in
two yedars, the union leaders—
gspecially Duffy of the engineers—had
ensured that a spontaneous revolt
against the company and the government
came to nothing.

[t remains 1o be seen what the elfect
on other workers 1s. But one thing 1s
clear—the beginnings of a revelt over
wages have been visible elsewhere besides
Leyland,

Strikes over pay issues during October
included the following:--

Plessey, Beeston (against a 4 per cent
offer)

Bass Breweries, Yorkshire {for more than
the & per cent on offer)

Holset Engineering, Hahlax (agamst
strings attached 1o a ten per cent offer)

Rolls-Royce, Hillington{over job timing
related to 5 per cent)

Courtaulds, Greenfield

Council typists, Liverpool {for a lLiving
wage)

Ransone-Rapier 1pswich

BL, Cowley (over lay-off pay)

Lucas Aerospace, Birmingham (tor pay
for new technology)

And on top of this list there a large num-
ber of groups of workers who have thrown
out low offers and are threatening therr
emplovers with action in November. Thesc
include the 4 000 workers in Shell ol refine-
ries who have reyected 8 per cent and ol
tanker drivers of Esso, Shell. BP and Texaco
who have rejected 6.7 per cent. 4,500 work-
ers at the UK Atomic Energy Authority
have retected 4.5 per cent.In addition, the
miners are Jooking for much more than their
6.8% otfer and so too are workers at Elec-
trolux, United Glass, Vauxhall and Ford.

Other signs of resistance are the solidarity
strikes that have taken place—in the Scol-
tish pits, and in British Shipbuilders in sup-
port of the Rob Caledon yard m Dundcee.

Overconfident

1t 15 because the rate of intlation s going
to stay between eleven and twelve per cent
for the foreseeable future that the govern-
ment and the employers want to sce settle-
ments below five per cent. But therr

provocative attitude is rebounding in quite a

few faces. Following a year in which most
workers got much less than the rate ol imfla-
tion some cmployers have become over-
confident and are pushing people beyond
tolerance. Private sector employers wary of
the CBI line are settling pay deals between
five and twelve per cent, and even the
government has been forced to allow the
firemen to get ten per cent.

A range of pay deals are coming through
which the CBI will be very angry about.
Reckitt and Colman in Norwich settled tor

|2 per cent from October with the introduc-
ton of @ 38 hour week next April. Tolset
Engineering in two plants in Huddersficld
and Halifax got ten percent from September
and moves to a 33 hour week by 1985,
Smiths  Industries 1 Cheltenbam  gol
around fourteen per cent in August. More
commonly workers are being forced to
accept between tive and nine per cent—less
than the rate ol nflation, but more than the
government and CBI policy of four percent,

Vulﬂg_rable hosses

That things are not going right for
employvers was a major theme at the CBI
annual conference, They cxpressed thew
worries that workers might be beginning to
fight back, and blamed the government for
the tact that cconomic recovery is still oft the
agenda. In the CBI's cconomic trends sur-
vey published at the end of last month their
economisty said that gutput 1s not recover-
ing, investment is still falling and ¢ven more
redundancies are on the way.

. Because the slump has been so long and
there is Ble sign of recovery, ComMples
have had to fight each other much more
fiercely. This increased capitalist competi-
tion paradoxically means that many compi-
nies are now very vulnerable to loss ot
production through industrial action. Wor-
kers can win on the pay front and some are
beginning (o flex their muscles for the first
time in guite a while,

Stuart Axe
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Ireland after the hunger strike

%
R

Munger strike relatives black May vigil outside

The ending ol the H-blocks hunger stoike
betore any real concesswons were made 1o
the demands of the prisoners was a4 victory
for Thatcher. But, ke many ol her other
victories” the poce of achievmg it may well
prove in the long term o have been too high
and to hoave dealt o diamaging blow 1o the
mterests of  the Brivsh ruling - class

Ireland. Far Trom solving the problems of

sthe British government i lrefand 11 has
helped to exacerbate thoem,

For socialists and republicans there are
many heartening aspecis of the *defeat”, but
there are also some dillicult lessons to learn
toer the future.

From our ponu of view what Jdid the
hunger  stnike  achieve?  NoU o sinee  the
aftermath of Bloody Sunday an 1972 has
there beern such a mass moscement on the
streets ol the natiomtlist communites 11
Ircland,  There have been massive
demonstrations: the 500000 who rurned out
for Bobby Sands™ funeral in Beltast would
be equivilent to well over a million
London. These demonsirations did not just
take place in the ciries of Belfast, Derryv, and
Dublng but in numerous small towns and
villages on bolh sides o the border, The
symbuolic biack tag ol the nattonal H-Block
campangn was Hown from windows, lamp
posts and vantage points o nearly every

o %

BOBBY SAND
Died May 5

sy T, . o i
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FRANCIS HUGHES
Died May 12

e T

‘

Downing Sireel |

carner of the country,
in addition 10 the

pedcetul
mirches, the peniod of the hunger sitike saw

prralest

somye of the lercest and most extensive
ricting on the strects ol the Nortl sinee the
present phase of the conthel began i 1968,
Fven the RUC were forced 1o admit that
there had been over T IO demomstrgtionsm
the Norcth alone, that 7000 plasuc bullets
had  been fired and 17000 drtests miode
during the period of sfic haneer stoike. In
Prubhin oo Julv datk there was o pitehed
battle between  the  police and  roters
dattacking the Brtish embassy: 24 policemen
and  hundreds  of  demonstrators were
injurecd,

For the Dirst Lime en recent seais acivety
wits 110l conlined 1o <treet sctivities: there
wias ITlaas ve electoral sappor for the hunger
strikers i oeiectons on both <ides of the
border. Bobby Sands polled nwore than
0000 votes  the Fermanagh and Souih
Tyrone By-clecuon ol Aprd Pth and gave the
e 1o government propagandi that the
Republican movement resorwed 1o butfets
because 1t was airad Lo Lest s support in
hirllots,

In the genccal electon i the South on
June HBE two hunger strikees were elected
and deprived prime minister Hagphey of
continwng power. o the Jocal povernment

PATSY O'HARA

etections in the North there was a dramatic
polarnsation of opinion that led o several
supporters of the hunger strike being
clected—oeven though the Navonal H-Block
Commitiee, dominated by the Provos, did
not otticially support the contesting of the
eleclions,

The maoderate, middle-class SIDLP was
marginahsed where it was opposed by H-
Biock campaigners and two of its most
prominent former members, Gerry Fitt and
Paddy Devlin, lost their seats on Bellast City
Council. Atter the death ot Bobby Sands the
second Fermanagh and South Tyrone by-
election was won by the prisoners’
candidate, Owen Carron, with an imncreased
majority, despite being opposed bv two
aother anu-umionist candidates,

Hardening attitudes

The hunger strike, 1n particular Bobby
Sands’ electton and subscquent death, led to
widespread  international  publicity  that
severely damaged the image of the Britush
government abroad. Visits of British
politiclans and royalty to the United States,
Australia, Scandanavia. Belgium  and
France have been met with vociterous
demonstrations of support for the hunger
strike. More ominously for Britoim there was
a marked increasc n financial assistance to
the Republican movement from the Stutes;
1t 15 conservatively estimated that £250,000
was sent over during the hunger strike.
Alongsade s financial supporte there has
been a dramatic increase in recruits (o the

Provisional TRA. “The greatest influx’
according to Cardinal O'Flaich, "since
Bleody Sunday’,

Finally, and in some ways most

signilicantly, the hunger strikes have led toa
hardening of political attitudes against
Britain and any luure British intuatves,

As David Berestord putic inan unusually
sensittve piece in the Guardian (5.10.81),
‘The sense of ahienation from the rest of the
United Kingdom from many Ulstermen and
women as 8 result ot the government's
disparate handiing  of violence m  the
provinee and that in Brixton and Eiverpool’
and “the polarisation of political attitudesn
the North and the inhibhitory eltect on Tuture
political inttiatives in a purcety UK contexy
would hoth be regarded as political gamns by
the Republican movement.

What of the debit stde of the balance

"
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sheet? There are three main areas for con-
cern. Farstly, at least at the time of going to
press, we do not know 1f the reforms pro-
posed by Lord Gowrie, which go some way
towards meeting the five demands, will be
accepted by the prisoners,

Sccondly, we have to acknowledpe that
the response (o the hunger strike on this side
of the Irish Sea was depressing. An extensive
opinion poll conducted for New Sociery
{249 81) showed that 875 of British voters
had no sympathy with the hunger strikers
and only onc in twenty thought they should
be granted politcal status.

These figures come as nosurprise to those
of us who tried to build for solidarnity during
the hunger strike. Despite a number of init-
atives, we failed to maobilise beyond the frin-
ges ol the revolutionary lelt. A
demonstration 1in London on April 26th
could only muster a few hundred to dety a
povernment ban on marches, and when
Bobby Sands died on May 5th, no more than
that tuined out for a PXowning Strect picket,

I'ven during the first hunger sirike betore
Christmas two national demonstrations on
15th November and 7th December Succee-
ded in mobilising no more than 3,000, This
response 15 not, as some would have i, the
result ol the British left failing Lo take the
Issue seriously . 10is rather an indication that
the huniger sirike evoked very ittle response
among British workers or evenamong trade
UNIoN 4Ctivists, Any attempt on our part to
generate such a response was met with
downright hostility or with a diisunct lack ot
enthusiasm. There were, of course notable
exceptions to this pattern. but we should not
kid ourselves that they were anyvthing other
than exceptions.

Sustaining the movement

We must be equally honest about the reas-
ons or this awtitude: on the 1ssue of the
hunger strike. al least, the government won
the propaganda batle among British work-
ers und convinced them not to regard Irsh
Republican prisoncrs asanything other than
common criminals. Thateher's banal asser-
tion that ‘a crime s a crime 15 a ¢rime’ might
have failed to make any internatonal
impact and might have heen grected with
howts at dension on the Falls Road, but 1t
did correspond 1o the prevalling mood
among British workers,

Thirdly. among republicans and socialisis
in Ireland there 15 another probiem. How
can lhe mass support built up during the
hunger strike be sustained and incorporated
Into a continuing movement agamst the
British presence?

Frequent articles in the Provos™ paper An
Phoablacht/Republican Newys have acknow-

Died July 13 Died August 1
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ledged the mmporiance of sustaining the
mass movement, but there are already omu-
nous signs thal they do not have cnough
understanding of united front work to be
able to Live with a genuinely broad based
movement that s net under their direct con-
trol. Indeed, they may seek to perform a
sleight of hand and try to transter the muss
support of the H-Block campaign into direct
support for the Provos themselves, pushing
other groups involved in building that sup-
port 1o the sidelines.

That would be a mistake because only by
giving priority to political campaigns and
political activity that involves ¢ff those who
are prepared Lo hight against the Brivsh pre-
serice will a mass movement be able to be
sustained.

Campaign for withdrawal

We have to be clear what we mean aboult
solidarity work. The only effective solidarty
campaign in Britain witl be built within the
working class and trade umon movementon
the basts of an active contribution to the
struggle in Ireland. 1t will not be built by
standing on the pohlitical touchline and
simply cheering on those cngaged in struggle
on the other side of the water.

There 1s no doubt that thessuemaosthikely
to connect with British workers ts withdra-
wal of the troops from the North: the same
opinion pell quoted above showed that 37704,
of British volers were infavour of immediate
withdrawal and a further I'M4 for withdra-
wal within five vears,

This does not mean that buillding such a
campaign will be easy or that withdrawalis a
saft option. but thercis anincreasingly sym-
pathetic audience within the Labour Party
and some sections of the Communist Party,

The Labour Pany conference had a
serious debate on Ireland for the first time in
vears and the party has eventually come oul
in favour ol Insh umity in theory, Theresolu-
tion on withdrawal, admittedly a weak one,
worn the suport of 85%; of the delegates trom
the constitucncics and was onlty deleated by
the block votes of the trade umons. The
idealogical log-jam on the discussion of the
Irish struggle mav not have been cleared but
It has at least been dented.

The proposed trade umion conference on
Withdrawal on February 27th, called by the
Campaign for Withdrawal and the Labour
Committee on Ireland, ofters the chance of
launching an effective sohidarity movement
in Britain and support forit should be raised
inas many work places and trade uniontbran-
ches as possible.*

We will only be able to do that it we can
convince British workers that it 1s in their
OWn Interests to support the Irsh struggle:

Died August 2
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Died August 8

conseqguently we need to hink the question of
[reland o all of the other strugeles workers
arc engaged m, Simgle issue politics are ana-
thema to socialists and we should always
attempt to relate the various strands of our
politics to cach other, The kev to success will
be the extent to which we can involve rank-
and-lile (rade unonists by broadening the
political base ol the Irish debate,

Noartiwcle which seeks to assess the impact
of the hunger strikes and to spell out the basis
tor future geovity can afford to ignore the
resumption of the bombing campaign in this
countrv. The Provos have claimed responsi-
bility {or the Chelsea barracks bombing, the
car bomb attack on the Commander of the
Roval Mares, and t(he Oxford Street
bombimg.

The first thing we should express is our
contempt torthe hypocnncial response of the
government. Thateher's hushed tones ot dis-
gust at the effects of a nail bomb have to be
put inthe perspective ot her sanguing appro-
val tor infinnely greater weapons ot destruce-
tion like the Neutron bomb and Cruise
missiles, MNeither will we be a party o any
moraiistic condemnation ol the bombs that
sees thermsimply as the work of ciminals. We
applaud the courage of Ken Livingstone for
ceeking to make the point that those respon-
sihle Tor the bombs regard themselves at war
wilh the British government and that as long
as the British presence remains in Ireland
then there witl be Lhe possibility of acts of war
in this country,

rItICISm

Whut we must do. howcver, 1s make a
serious political eriticism ot the effects of the
bombs. 'here can be 10 doubt (that contt-
nued bombimegs mthiscountey will make the
bullding of a campaign tor withdrawal
extromeby difbeuls, Goven that we regard
such g campaign as a necessity and not a
TUXUEY. we must make our criticism of the
impact ot the bombings clear. 1 we cast our
minds hack 1o the Brrminghambombs, it was
eusy enough tasay that the ultimale responsi-
bifity for the deaths of those Brrush workers
lay at the door of sucgesstve Brivish govern-
menis. bul well nigli impossible to convinge
other Britssh workers ot that ract,

The bombings are also s clear indication
thar the Provos give prioriry to the military
campaign and regard any other political
delivily as sceondary (o1t Socalists have
abwavs argued thar mititury activity should
be determined by polhiical arcumstances and
15 ner substitute For badding political support
armong the workers, IF any military action
hindees the bullding of that support then it
should be condemned,

shaun Docherty

Died August 20
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Positive discrimination: The
next goal for women workers?

Norah Carlin looks at various
measures aimed at overcoming
the hurdles facing women that
are being discussed both in the
trade unions and the women'’s
movement.

Despite more than a decade of the
women’s movement in this country,
women workers are still very much at
the bottom of the heap. There are now
more women employed than ever before
(9.2 million out of a total workforce of
22.5 million), even though the number
of women registered as unemployed has
increased fivefold since 1975, Yet the
gap between men’s and women’s earnings
has actually been increasing since 1978,
and the vast majority of women workers
(69% according to a recent survey) are
employed in women-only jobs or grades.

Clearly, the Equal Pay Act and Sex
Discrimination Act, which both came
into force in 1975, have not been effec-
tive. Nor has there been anything like
the coliective action needed to win
what the law cannot guarantee, as the
Trico workers did. '

More and more women are arguing
that ‘equality of opportunity' is not
encugh: there must be positive dis-
crimination to enable women to claim
the equality as workers that neither the
law nor the trade unions have got for
them.

Unfortunately, positive discrimination
is regarded with suspicion by many
socialists, Is it a feminist diversion, a
divisive issue, a luxury in the present
economic crisis which will only increase
male workers’ sexism?

The cake

Some of the ways in which positive
discrimination has been raised have
probably increased such suspicions.
Among these are the repeated sugpes-
tions from writers in publications such
as Red Rag that male workers have to
sacrifice not only their personal interests
but also their class interests by ‘moder-
ating traditional wages militancy’ or
accepiing some form of incomes policy
in the interests of ‘redistribution of the
workers’ share of the cake’,

The quota systems imposed o©on
employers by legislation in the United
States are regarded by Bntish trade
unionists as taking the initiative away
from the unions, while the provision of
‘reserved seats’ on unicon bodies such as
national and regional executives are
regarded by many socialists as by-passing
the rank and file.

There are basically two kinds of
positive discrimination which need dis-
cussing —the demand that employers

policies to give women access o betier
paid and higher graded jobs so as to
raise the status of women workers
generally, and action within the wnions
to ensure that women’s needs are given
the necessary priority. The main issues
s0 far have been whether legal provi-

Unions with a majority of women
members

National Union of Tailors and

Garment Workers 92%
National Union of Public

Employees 07%
National Union of Teachers 66%
Union of Shop, Distributive

& Allied Workers 63%
Association of Managerial,
Professional & Executive Staff 51%
National Association of Local
Government Officers 0%

sions or collective action are the best
method of dealing with employers; and
what forms of discrimination within the
unions are effective — formal prowvisions
for separate representation, special com-
mittees at national and local level, or
women-only education and training pro-
visions,

In addition, socialists should be ask-
ing what measures of positive discrimi-
nation would sfrengihen the position of
women af rank and file level, and in
general improve the strength of workers
as a class rather than just one section of
workers

The tweo sorts of positive discrimai-
nation in employment that are usually
considered are the US and Swedish ones,
- In the US, various legislation since
the early 1960s (Civil Rights, Equal Pay
and Equal Opportunities Acts) has led
to the development of Affirmative
Action Programmes to counter inequal-
ities for both racial minorities and
women. All large federal contractors are
required to provide such programmes,
which inciude a statistical analysis of
their workforce, the identification of

groups suffering from inequality, and
recruitment and ftraining policies to
redress the balance.

Affirmative Action Programimes have
proved controversial in the United
states. White male workers have brought
test cases claiming ‘reverse discrimi-
nation’, and the fact that the government
has the power to require AAPs—not
only in the case of federal contractors
but also in any arbitration award—is
seen by the unions as interference with
free collective bargaining.

The Swedish model, upheld by many
British trade unionists as the main
alternative, rests on the collective
bargaining power of the main trade
union federation, which negotiates
annual contracts with the Swedish
employvers’ federation affecting the
majority of Swedish workers.

This has obtained policy agreements
favourable to women workers, such as
six months’ paid maternity leave,
‘equality subsidies’ for employers train-
ing or recruiting one sex for jobs pre-
viously exclusive to the other, extensive
parental leave and flexible working
hours, In addition, iegislation has made
financial provision for local authority
creches and non-discrimination training
for teachers, Women’s hourly earnings
in Sweden are now 86%% of men’s (73%
in Britain), and 61% of all Swedish
women are employed (46% in Britain).

Concessions

How much these are results of union
strength and how much of Sweden’s
more favourable economic position and/
or continuous Social Democratig govern-
ments from 1932 to 1976 remains to be
seen —economic problems and right-
wing governmentis have now arrived
there. The ‘model’ is clearly inapplicable
to Brnitain because of the different
structure of trade wunion bargaining
here — the TUC is certainly not in a
position o wring concessions out of
the CEBI above our heads, however much
it would like to be,

At the local levei, collective bargain-
ing can win concessions from employers.
The London Borough of Camden, for
exampie, agreed an Equal Opportunities
programme for both women and racial
minorities in 1978, though it was felt to
begmin with that until adequate child
care facilities were provided far women
workers the benefits would not begin to

appear for them.
Some measures which would posi-

tively benefii women do not at first
sight appear to be concerned with
pender. Security for part-time workers
(84% of whom are women), issues
involving grades which are not exclus-
ively women’s jobs but just ‘happen’ to
have a high proportion of women, and
the question of differentials between
skilled and unskilled workers (not
usually alleviated by job evaluation
exercises) are some of them.

The real way to tackle these prob-
lems is not by centralised, bureaucratic
barpaining but by collective mass
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action at the shop floor level., The
emplovment position of women will
not improve without more struggles for
equal pay (like Trico), upgrading (like
the Liverpool typists) and the right to
work (like Lee Jeans}, Such struggles
depend on rtank and file mobilisation
and supportive action by other trade
unionists, beth male and female.

To demand legislation for positive
discrimination is not in itself a bad
thing. The position argued at a recent
TUC conference on Positive Discrimi-
nation for Women (November 1980)
that ‘voluntary packages’ and ‘good
employment practices’ without Ilegal
sanction are mere in the British tradi-
tion is just weak-kneed evasion. But to
rely on legislation having an automatic
effect, or to allow the more dubiocus
features of American legislation (such as
enforcement through arbitration awards)
to be included would be highly undesir-
able,

Collective action

If the answer lies in collective action,
how is this to be achieved through trade
uniens in which women members are
often inactive and the needs of women
workers come bottom of the list of
priorities? Some form of positive dis-
crimination within the unions is clearly
also necessary.

There are now almost 3% million
women in TUC-zffiliated unions, forming
nearly a third of total TUC membership
—a massive increase since 1968, There
are at least six trade unions with a
majority of women members, and even
the Transport & General’'s 16% repre-
sents a real figure of aver a third of a
million women,

Many of the female-majority unions
are white collar, but the distribution of
women in managerial, professional,
scientific and administrative jobs 1is
weighted overwhelmingly towards the
Bottom grades and lower pay. The same
is true of the female-majority manual
unions, NUPE and the Tailors and
Garment Workets.,

Why are the trade unions so ineffec-
tive in getting equality for their women
members? The answer which many
feminists automatically give is because
they arve male dominated. And so they
are -very few women sit on national
executives, regional or district com-
mittees, only a few serve as shop ste-
wards or branch secretaries, and women
delegates to the TUC are in a tiny
minority. That a union with 51%
women members (APEX) had in 1980
only omnme woman out of fifteen mem-
bers on the national executive (NALGO,
with 50%. was not much better with
only 14 out of 70) is indeed scandalous,

But why are men dominant in the
unions? If this is just taken as the
natural result of male chauvinism and
selfishness, there is no answer in specifi-
cally class terms—the problem with
male trade unionists, as with all men, is
seen as their wrong ideas and the
solution as in somehow persuading or

forcing them to change those ideas.
There is an answer in specifically
class terms, however—the unions are
male dominated because they are
bureaucratic. The under-representation
of women is one result—perhaps the

most appalling and immediately obvious

result —of the fact that the unions are
run by small cliques of professional or
semi-professional men remote from the
daily lives and real needs of the member-
ship. They are often drawn from the
highest grades themselves. This is true of
unions all the way from the white collar
NUT, notoriously run by headmasters,
to the manual AUEW, dominated by
Section I toolmakers.

The idea, which many feminists
seem to believe, that the unions in
general do a grand job for their male
members while keeping women down,

Unions with special measures for
women'’s participation

General & Municipal Workers’ Union
officers, conferences, regional com-
mittees

Association of Scientific, Technical
and Managerial Staff national advi-
$OTY committee

National Union of Journalists
national equality working party and

women’s conference i

National Association of L.ocal Govern-
ment Officers committees and buil-
etin

Technical and Supervisory Staff
{AUEW/TASS) national organiser,
natiopal and regional committees,
annual school

Association of Managerial, Profes-
sional and Executive Staff national
and regional committces

National Association of Teachers in
Further & Higher Education national
advisory panel and regional sub-
committees; occasional  training
schools

National Union of Teachers equality
working party

National Union of Public Employees
five ‘women’s seats’ on National
Executive; more recently, national

and local committees

must be laughable to many male rank
and file trade unionists.

What this means is »nez that women
should net press for special measures
of positive discrimination within the
unions. On the contrary, such measures
are absolutely necessary so that women,
who are particularly obviously and
seriously disadvantaged by bureaucracy,
can take the lead in the fight for union
democracy.

The most striking thing about a
union women’s training school I attended
recently was an unscheduled discussion
(imposed by the women present despite
the official programme)} on male domi-
nation. Women who started off asking,
‘Why is our union male dominated?’
were very guickly agreeing that the
question was reaily, ‘Why are unions so

W

undemocratic?’ Every part of the union’s .
operation, from the ‘expert’ branch
secretary to the remoteness of National
Council, was subjected fo criticism by
women made angry by their own
frustration, This was conscicusness
raising with a vengeance!

It follows that measures which simply
place a few women in leading’ positions,
without the necessary rank and file
backup, are not very useful. There has
been a lot of criticism, for example, of
the ‘reserved seats’ for women obn
NUPE’s National Executive, which were
not at first accompanied by any national
or local women’s committees or train-
ing, Women who bhecome members of
national bodies tend to lose contact
with the rank and file, perhaps even
more 50 than men already do, because
they are so few, Established union
bureaucrats clearly regard such mea-
sures as ‘selecting able women for
promotion’, and they are often advo-
cated as providing ‘a career structure
for women in the union’.

National equal rights committees can
be useful but are likely to get bogged

-down in bureaucratic procedures. This is °

my oOwn experience on a national
advisory panel where it can take up toa
year to get a simple information leaflet
produced if it is not being pushed from
above, and a ‘political football” such as
sending delegates to an outside woemen's
conference can take up to an hour and a
half,

None of a group of women members
of the GMWU interviewed in 1980 even
knew that their union had equai rights
officers, committees and conferences.
(A. Coote and P. Kellner, Hear This,
Brother)

Ghettoisation

Women’s training schools--so long as
training is not seen as a ‘skill’ imparted
to Us by Them - meetings during work-
ing hours, childcare facilities or expen-
ses for union meetings, and encourage-
ment to women to stand for branch and
shop stewards’ cominittees (so long as
they have the backing of constant
contact with their members) are all use-
fui and necessary. They need not mean
‘ghettoisation” of women’s needs: the
aim should be for women to gain the
confidence and experience to take their
problems back to the wider union,

And if rank and file men start asking,
why don’t we have more training
schools, more meetings, more contact
between members and their represen-
tatives —good luck to them! The answer
is for them to fight for these things, not
try to take them away from the women.

The essential aim of positive dis-
crimination in the unions should be to
produce more action, noi more confer-
ence resolutions, When there are more
Tricos, more Liverpools, more Green-
ocks, then male trade untonists’ ideas
on women will be chalienged and
national union bodies will have to com-
mit themselves 1to supporting our
demands.
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VIEW FROM INSIDE

Bias,
prejudice
and
blatant
hypocrisy

Socialists often complain about
bias in news programmes. But
we do not often hear what
conditions are like for those
who work on them. We
received the {ollowing letter
from an empiovee of BBC
news. She remains anonymous,
for obvious reasons.

Naive, That was me when [ jotned (he BB
Six months down from a red hrick univer-
sity, a degree worth precious  little in
employment terms in my pocket, I feltelated
at having secured a postin that most sought
after British institutions, the BRC. A fowly
rank {o start with, of course. bur then
weren't we alwavs told fuot 1 the door and
AWady you go?!

Twao years later, and myv feet are still
firmly planted on that *Welcome™ mat. Only
somehow T don’c teel so very welcome any
NaOre,

[ work in Television News, the only arey
In broadcasting terms thut, lleally, holds
any attraction tor someone like myset!:

‘hard’ news stories, up-to-the-minute dis-

pecsil of pohucal and social fact”, an essen-
tal lite-line to any dthnking porson. Ho
hum,

The bias, prejudice and blutant hypocrisy

OUT NOW: Counter Information
Services report on Tory Britain
‘81, packed with up to date
facts and figures.

Avatlable CIS, 9 Poland Street,
London W1. Price £1 plus p&p.
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of much news presentation s no revelation.,
One can discourse at length on the distor-
tion ol events, the way in which language is
used to convey the message of the prevailing
mentality, the motives which lead to the
inclusion or cxclusion ot specific news sto-
ries, even the ‘running order’ which indi-
rectly confers importance to some things
whilst demeaning others, Books on the sub-
ject are legron.

I would like, however, to describe the
actual experience of having (o work *hehind
the scenes” 1n this rarefied atmosphere of
reaction; for the BBC as an institution 1s
monolithie  in burcaucratic structure,
archaic in outlook and, 1 would go so {ar as
to say, destructive in humanttarian employ-
nient terms.

Careerism

I.mployees are constantly kept in check
by a4 system of short term contracts and

annual reports. This ever present threat of

redundancy dismissal serves as a politicul
toolin making sure you toe the line; it keeps
yvou acquicscent, because although you
know it would take same trouble to actually
“get you out’ everything goes on your perso-
nal file and we don’t want any obstacies
preventing us from soaring to the lofiy
heights of whatever goal we first 2ot our foot
in the door lor, eh?

Careerism abounds at the BBC, arse-
licking 15 an occupational necessity and per-
fect nme-keeping, sickness admissable three
days per annum and a glowing smile every
minute of the day will ensure vou do well.

I have personally been threatened with
“closure ol joh opportunities’ if [ did not
make an ¢ffort to Yook more cheerlul’. Per-
haps [ should explain that the work 1 do, on

a shift basis of 12 hour days, consists of

stultifyingly boring tasks of an administra-
tive nature, on a par with the fuctory worker
at the convevor belt. At least the alienated
lactory worker is more often than not left to
deal with the tutility ot their toil in their own
wily. but. oh no, not us: evidence of dissatis-
Faction. frustration, mental degeneration is
unpleasant and forces vour superiors 1o
question the wisdom of emploving gradua-
tes o sell ther souls for o pittance.

[ do not like to dwell on attitude., but it

does play an important role in staff relations
at the BBC. In classic tribal tradition the
majority of peopic working in TV News arc
of a middle-of-the-road, soft-centred SDP
palitical tendency. Some arc out and out
feudalists, and those of any radical leaning
are few and will always be found in solitary
groupings, quite apart from the in-crowd
and never, but never, will they have ‘goton’.
Tied down by mortgage repayments, family
commitments and car tax, they stoically
cndure the ingqualities and conservatism of
the system,

Worse still are the closet lefties whaorise to
positions of power by being all things to all
pecople, avid readers of the Guardian edito-
rials, declaring Jill Tweedic as their guru
(closer temimsm t00?) These people ‘play
the system” {their words), a difficult occupa-
tion when sat, superglued, squarely on the
fence,

[ myself fell foul to one of those manager-
1l parasites who play individuals one
againsl the other, one second lending a sym-
pathetic ear to union turbulence, the next
creeping to upper management. Having
been wined and dined in true cavalier
tushion, and then rejecting his sexual advan-
ces, my presence became an embarrassment
and I became the victim of unprovoked dis-
pleasure, jibes, snide comments of my prot-
esstional worth/potential.. But (he basic
criticism of the BBC is (hat while extolling
existing sacicly, it pathetically tries to con-
vince itself that it is un impartial organisaton,
providing an essentiai service to the peaple.
I cannot describe the disgust [ felt at the
spate of Bobby Sands ‘jokes’ passed around
at the time ot his death; ¥ do not need 10
point out the contrast with the saccharin
attitude towards the coverage of *that” wed-
ding. whenr any criticism was viewed as
nothing short of blasphemy. Impartial? FHa!

It came as some comfort to read Stuart
Hood's On Television when first disiliusion-
ment set 111, The somewhat nebulous idea
that a *BBC person'—with whom you'd
redally rather not assoctate—did exist was
compounded by that reading.

Prestige

[ must be fair, however. and admit chat
one cannol blame totally those that are
duped into the organisation, for it is like a
surrogate family structure—it gives you a
secure pensionable future (once over the
short term’contract hurdle). an incremental
regular salary, help with your mortgage/car
loan/holiday insurance, a host of ¢clubs /so-
cietics/discounts and oh boy, a certain
degree of prestige,

In my opinion the BBC News has for too

long been given an easy lite, spured of

vidluable criticism. [t is no wonder I find the
barbs of Messrs Benn and Livingstone—
among others—a welcome change. A per-
sonnel department which provides the basic
function of a buffer to management, a staltic
and Inward-looking union (isn’t there a
basic anomaly in there being a union which
serves the needs of both manapement and
employces anyway?), a great rigid hicrarchy
based on spurious achievement. this forms
the great part of my observation ot (he BBC
and I want no part of it. But for the time
being I have rent to pay.
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Gunmen advance and Sadat's reign comes to a sudden and surprise end

The Middle East after Sadat

The death of Sadat stunned the
Western media. The mediocre
soldier and dictator suddenly
became a statesman of world
significance. But in the Arab
world the feeling was different.
This underlines the problems
Reagan faces in hts attempts 1o
reassert US dominance in this
part of the world, as Phil
Marfleet cxplains.

For his last tour vears Anwar Sadat way
living on borrowed time, With the huge nots
ol 1977 1t became clear that the Egyptian
workers and poor had lost all patience with
his broken promises and vears of economic
Catlure. When Sadat died he was utterly
unmourned, "He was nothung’, sawd an
Feyptiin oppositionist, “just a bad actor’,

[n Washimgion, London and Pans the
reaction was different. Sadat’s kKithng sent a
shock wave through the Western capitalbs.
The parade of heads of state and govern-
mend leaders arhis funeral was witness to the
key role thar Sadat was plaving for them.
The United States was represented by secre-
tary of state Hatg and no less than three
cx-presidents—an unprecedented “honour
at the death of a world statesman. Prince
Charles was sent to represent the Queen,
attending with an assortment ol royals from
all over Europe.

By contrast just three Arab states sent

representatives to Cairo. aud only five—
Morcecew, Oman, Bahrom, Somalia and
Sudan—en! messages ol condolence o
Feypt for Sadacs death, Given the tradi-
tions of Arab custom tins small showing
underscorvd the exrent to which Sadat had
become almost completely solated in the
Arab world,

In Washington Sadat was regarded s
‘our man’. He was the Tvnch-pin of Ameri-
can strateay in the Middie East. and increis-
inghy in the whole of north and cast Adrica,
Yer Washimeton's attitude to Egypt had for
years been pathetweatly short-sighted. When
Sadat tell he died at the hand of an assassi
whose aim had been steadied by the Penta-
pon strategists so eonthusiastic that Sadat
should remam in power,

A catastrophic plan

In 1973 Richard Nixon visited Cairo. He
todd Sadat that the LS would puarantee $2.3
brHlion o mvestment for his sickly cconomy,
Suadat declared  the mfren— the “open
door’-——which mvited the Western multina-
tonals me Egyvpt on the basis that they
could operate tax-tree and carry off whuate-
ver profits they could accumuodate,

The plan was a catasiraphe. By 1981 a
mere handtul of factores had opened, o lew
miserable milbions had beenmvesed, Meau-
wliite the Loypuan toreign debt continued
Lo grovw, populiation mercased massively 1o
the presend 1otal of some W nullion, and
pressutv oo jand and b= become intense.

Wostern companics simiply would o

ivest in Fpypr—it owas facking in basic
infrastructurs, prossly burcaucrate and tar
reo dangerous, having been involved in no
less thoan four wars well Tstael an qust 30
YEUTS.

For cight veurs the Americans continued
tor make promises to Sadat. He seemed to
continue to believe them, constructimg all
manner af schemes based on the investment
and pobs which never came. Meanwhile, by
entering e the Camp Lxovd agreements
with Isracl, Sadat cut lumsell” off from
afmost abl the Arab states, oluung Bgypt
frem the muan supplies of cash in the region.
Lnul Cump David in 1973 Egypt’s main
assistanee had come itom the Gulf states of
GODE—the Gult Orgunisauon for the
Developorent of Eavpd, Afler Sadat’s trip to
Jerusalem they were less enthusiastic aboul
ther sappart.

Under Sadad the Tieyptian economy went
into rapid decline. His predecessor Gamal
Nasser had insisted on the development of
basie indusiries which could provide cheap
consumer goods 1n lgvpl, Sadat smashed
Nisser's natiomtlised induostries and mstead
pave the go-alicud o the laver ol meddlemen
and  western commercial  agents—sonn
lorcrwn the “Saduat Class™—to step up
i ports from the West,

IFor vears it bas been tmpossible to buy
even Bgvptian soap. In contrast there have
been plentitud supphes of Coca-Cola.

Sadat was despised by many Fgyvpuans—
not merey because he had muade the poor
poorer. but becise he had reintroduced the
sort ol prubiby corruptien wihich fast existed

al™
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on such a scale during the reign of King
- Farouk. The contrast between rich and poor
i Cairo became simply breathtaking—one
ol the most dramatic presenlations of
inequality in any major city,

Anger and repression

[t was only a matter ol time bhefore the
canger of the poor was manifested in the
streets, In January 1977 vast demonstra-
tions swept Egypt™s cities. For three days
large arcas of Cairo were bevond the
government's control. The tood price rises
which had sparked the protests were with-
drawn, with Sadat surviving by the skin of
his tecth.

The huge crowds (hat occupied the centre
of Cairo during the riots were tired of
Sadat's rhetoric. The most popularslogan—
‘Hero  of the Crossing., where is our
breakfast’” —bore out that his efforts 1o
create myth out of the 'victory™ of the 1973
war were not enacugh w fifl stomachs.

Badiy shaken by the riots and the need to
mike such obvious concessions, Sadat soon
clamped down. After 1977 he launched a
succession of purges, with widespread cam-
paigns ol arrest, even of the mildest liberals.
The left in particular suffered badly, with
one after anather of s newspapers being
closed down,

Trade union activists were weeded oul,
and the considerable wave of strikes which
had bed up o the 77 riots (Like the bus strike
which had parulysed Cairo in 1976) soon
diminished.

The mogk ‘oppuasition” parties created out
of Sadat’s own National Democratic Party
were linuted to the most narrow parhiamen-
tary acuvity. Soon there was no public
forum for oppoesition to the regime.

14 Socialist Review

January 1977: the poor explode, how long before the same happens again?

In a system in which many institutions are
bureaucratic and inefficient it s sawd that
only the army and the secret police really
work. Certainly the secret palice did a tho-
rough job, but this cannot be unconnected
to the fact that they have been assisted by
some 6 American ‘adwvisors’. Recent
reports emanating from the US State
Department and the Pentagon suggest that
during Sadat’s visit to the US in August this
year he was briefed at length on the activities
of radical Islamic groups tn the army.

This may have encouraged Sadat to orga-
nise his massive purge of Septemiber 3rd.
Some 1600 arrests were made covering
oppositionists from left to right, but concen-
trating on religious fundamentahsts hke the
Muslim brotherhood. There have aise been
reports that 200 army officers were sacked
or imprisoned at the end of the round-up.

For several years Sadat has been playinga
dangerous game with the Muslim Brother-
hood. Founded in the 1920s, the Brother-
hood or Jikwaan was especiatly important in
the post-war years, and was severely repres-
scd by Nasser. In the 1970s it was given
considerable leeway by Sadat, largely in an
altempt to control the left. The Fihwan's
weekly magazine 4/-Dawa was, for example,
easily oblainable throughout Egypt.

[n attempting to mantpulate the Brother-
hood Sadat was trying to ride a tiger. In
traditional Islamic centres of learning, hike
the famouws Al-Azhar in Cairo, there has
always been a ready audience for fundamen-
talist Islamic ideas, but during the 1970s
such notions spread widely in the universi-
tics, and in some southern towns and
villages.

But tundamentalist [slam also found a
more important audience. Sadat's economic
policies  created  frustration and anger
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among the small merchants and traders who
were squeezed by the big trading monepo-
l1sts of the *Sadat class’. Close parallels with
the events in Iran are dangerous, but it is
ciear that vears of resentment among the
petit bourgeoisie led many in the same direc-
tion as the bazaaris who opposed the Shah.

The rapid rise of Islamic lundamentalism
must also be connected, as in Iran, with the
chromic deficiencies of the left. For some
vears the ex-general Saddedien Shazli has
led a “broad left” opposition ofliberals, Nas-
serists and some religious figures, It has
been largely ineffectual, and the fact that
Shazli has broadcast into Egypt from Libya
has created iInstant suspicions among
Egyptians.

The legacy of Nasser

The Progressive tUnionist Party of Khaled
Muhedein 15 a weak reformist grouping ot
parlamentary oppositionists who have
rrver built a worker base, though they are
said to have some support in the Delta
towns ltke Mansoura.

The Egyptian Commumst Party is tiny,
having been regularly repressed under both
Nasser and Sadat, but also having been lim-
ited from its earliest years by being an orga-
misation largely composed of members of
the former minority communities—the
Crreeks, Armenians, Jews, ltalians and
others—who left Egyptin the 1950sand é0s.

The pro-Moscow Communist Warkers
Party which seemed to have a modest
infivence in the mid-1970s is underground
and now of apparently little importance.

While the Egyptian working class has
grown rapidly, and the effects of the warld
crists and Sadat’s own failures have opened
up many possibilities, 1t remains the case




that there has been no current of opposition
prepared to take up the long-term activity of
organising independently in the workplaces.
But besides the difficulties of repression a
further cnormous obstacle has been placed
in the path of Egypuan socialists. This is the
legacy of Nasser.

Nasser called himselt variousty an "Arab
socialist’, a *nationalist’, a ‘pan-Arabist”. He
presented  his party, the Arab Socialist
Union, as ‘revolutionary’. For years this
rhetoric concealed the constructon of an
economic and political system hittle difterent
from that of former vears, Egyptian state
capitahism c¢reated a new ruling class of mil-
itary men and technocrats. 1ts rule was often
harsh and sometimes brutal.

But Nasser carried with him the enor-
mous prestige derived from having rid
Egypt of the British—who had dominated
Egvpt for 80 years—and then ol having
nationalised the Suez Canaland successfuliy
survived the 1956 invasion by Britsh.
French and Israel forces.

This record, combined with the reputa-
tion of being the man who “toppled’ King
Farouk {an achievement actually completed
only alter massive worker demonstrations)
and carried through a modest land retform,
made Nasser the most popular leader n
modern Arab history.

[t remains the case today that varictics of
Nasserism are the most popular of all Arab
political ideclogies, and nowhcre more so
than in Egypt. Sadat was for years compel-
led to pay lip service Lo Nasser, and most
leftist erganisations incorporate some rele-
rence (o his achievements m their propa-
ganda. Nasserism has been a deadweight
which has helped (0 prevent the develop-
ment of an independent socialist presencein
the Egyplian working class.

Ecstacy and agony

Under these circumsiances it has been the
[slamic organisations that have made the
running as the most determined appasition
too Sadat, But the Brotherhood™s branch of
[undamentalism has been criticised as being
tao ‘soft’, and some voung actuvists have
been drawn inte orgamsations hke Takfir
wal Higra—held g responsible in earty olfi-
cial statements for the killing of Sadat.

Takfirwal Higra (Repentence and Atone-
ment') assasinated the Minister for Waels
{rcheous endowments), a Sadat supporter,
in 1977, A similar group. the lslamic Libera-
tion Qrganisation, altacked the Egypuan
military academy as tong ago as 1974, Some
Egvptian oppositionists have spoken of a
new secret society ol Islamic lundamental-
ists 11 the Eyptan army cathing nselt A5
Talta ("The Vanguard™). It 15 said to have
drawn up a deathhst with Sadat’s name at
the head. As 1f 1n confirmation of such
reports 400 soldiers have been purged since
Sadat’s death,

Since Sadat’s killing there bas been wides-
pread hghting between the lundamentalists
and the army in the southern lown ol Asyul
and in the Cairo distnict of Gemalivya, The
lundamentalists clearly have some popular
base, and with the kudos ot having rid Egypt
of Sadat under their belts, arce hikely to make
more ground. Just how tar they can extend
their influence 1in the army remains the g
unknown.

Outside Egypt, the Palestintans werg most
delighted with the news from Cairo. "Today
Sadat, tomaorrew Numeirn’, PLO leader Abu
[vad promised a rally in Betrut. Sirmilar sta-
tements came from Colongl Gaddafi in
Libya, and there were also celebrations in
Damascus. For the Iragis the killing was "a
historic lesson for those who betray themr
people’. Conservative Arab states said little
or nothing, the Kuwaitis summing up the
general reaction with a curt *Kuwait con-
demns acts ol violence’.

Haig and Mubarrak
the beginning of a lasting friendship?

Only Sudan provided the sort of obituary’
message that suggested real approval. For
president Numeirl Sadat was ‘leader of fra-
ternal Egyvpt’ ‘guide 1n ity march along the
path of pride and freedom’, *great leader
Muhammad Anwar as-Sadat.” Numein dec-
lared 40 davys of mourning and cancelled all
official receptions.

Numeiri's reaction. I8 o surprise. Six
months ago. afier surviving a mysterious
coup attempt he too began a series of exten-
sive purges. in a statement which violently
attacked Colonel Gaddati in Libya and Rus-
stan intentions in the region in general, he
announced that Sudan would be placing its
military facilitics at Washington’s disposal.

Reagan was delighied, sending a "warm
message of support” 10 Khartoum, and
announcing that military aid 1o Sudan
would trebie to S100 million. The United
States believed that it would now be able to
put the central piece of the new *Red Sea
Alltance” into place. This infermal pact bet-
ween Egypt, Sudan, Somalia and Saud: Ara-
bia is Washinglon's strategic plan f(or the
area, and is a badly-needed guarantee for o1l
supplies [rom the vulnerable Gultf. Fgypt,
Sudan and Somalia are atl to provide
advance bases for the Rapid Deplovment
Force, the strike force tor use if Western
interests in the Gulf are threatened.

With Sadat’s death Washington has hur-
ricd (o assure 18 remarning allies of conn-
nued support. With more than a hint of
panic Reagan promised Numeiri the speed-
ing up of his arms supplics and the despatch
of *mobile training groups™ to assist him.
The US mulitary manouevres ‘The Bright
Star' will be extended to include joint exerci-
ses with Sudan, as well as marine landings
Oman and Somalia and B32 fhghts over
Egvpt.

Numeiri is frightened for his own security,
but Reagan too is nervous. With Sadat gone,
he fears a repetition of the ‘'domino’ collapse
which took place in South-East Asia,
Sudan, the US fears, is the next ‘domino’. 1f
Numein goes, Somalia too is vulnerable.
The whole US strategy for the Rea 5ea and
Gulf area will have come crashing down.

In Egvpt the Americans hope for a
smooth transition with Mubarrak adopting
Sadat’s policies. 1t seems likety that he will
follow the same domestic regime—the new
purges have been carried out enthusiasti-
cally, on the basis that Sadat was not “tho-
rough” enough. But Washington will have to
step in with more aid and, if it is capable of
learning the glaring lessons of Sadat’s fall,
attempt to make certain that its former pro-
mises of investment and development are
seen to be implemented.

At a time when Washington is cutting
back hard on aid to Third World countries,
it may not be easy to sell the idea of the huge
package of cash, arms, and technical assis-
tance that Mubarrak will demand. Neot to
respond to Caire this time round would,
however, seem unthinkable.

On the question of lsrael the Americans
are in difficulties. Sadat was obsesscd by the
belief that *The United States holds 99% of
the cards’. Nonc of the cards he so badly
needed was ever cast in his direction, and as
the vears passed after Camp Dawvid even the
most reactionary of the Arab states pubhely
lined up against him for betrayal ol the
Palestinian and Arab cause.

This time round Washington must obtain
some concessions trom lsrael. It they donot.
they are as good as condemning Mubarrak
to the same fate as Sadat.

Mubarrak, (0o, will be under pressure to
maove closer (10 the Arab states. It 1s almost
certain that he will begin a slow process of
realigning Egypl against Israel, encouraged,
perhaps, by promises of Saudi and Gulf
cash,

American dilemmas

Sadal died because his American backers
believed that they could count upon stabihity
in a country which was being progressively
wracked by economic faiture. As the worid
crisis deepened, countries like Iran and
Feypt in the Middle [Last, like Poland in
Europe, have witnessed the process of an
increasing repression as the imperiahst and
domestic tuling classes have turned the
SCrEw,

The panic in Washington reflects the fact
strategists are bad!y confused by events,
There is still no sugpestion that they can
crasp any other alternative than that local
rules can best be supported by endorsing
their application of brute lorce. [During a
perind of world recession such an approach
can only bring more grief to the White
House and the Pentagon,

Meanwhile Sadat will go down n the
Western history books as the *man of peace’.
In his own country and throughout the Arab
world he is seen as a fool, 4 man whose
vanity, political shortsightedness and cor-
ruption wrote his own death warrant. For
socialists the only regret is that he fell to the
gun rather than to the mass movement
which removed his [riend the Shah.

Phil Marfleet
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Import controls
In one industry

There 1s a magic answer to
redundancies and factory
closures, if we are to believe the
Lal:gour left and most trade
union leaders. It 1s import
controls. Nowhere is this
message hammered home more
consistently than in the textile
industry. But, Sue Cockerill
shows, 1t IS not true.

The blame has been parlicularly
attached to exporters in Asia —Taiwan,
South Korea, Hong Kong, Indonesia.

[n fact, import controls already exisi
on textiles coming from what are laugh-
ably called the ‘developing’ countries.
The formal agreement is called the
Multifibre Arrangement, ar MFA_ That
agreement 15 coming up for rencgoti-
ation at the moment, with Britain and
the rest of the Common Market coun-
tries clamouring for more restrictions,
and the Third World textile producers
calling for a return to treer trade.

Like everything else about capital-
i8m, international trade is chaotic, un-
planned, subject only to the laws of
cbmpetition. In a world dominated by
the major capitalist states there iy
nothing inherently ‘*fair’ aboul free
trade.

S50 if free trade is unplanned and
unfair, why not have import controls?
Aren’t they at least likely to bring some
order to the chaos?

The textile industry is an old i"ndusiry
in those countrics where industriali-
sation occurred In  the nineiecenth
century — Britain, France, Belgium,
Giermany, America - and was already in
decline by the 20s and 30s.

. This situation made textiles an carly
case for import controls--the firsd
international restrictions were imposed
in 1963, on cotlon,

The first Multifibre Agreement, signed
in 1973, extended restrictions to man-
made fibres, and provided for a six per
cent annual rate of growth in textile
exports from the “developing’ countries.
But the decline in Furope's textile
indusiry continued, and in 1977, the
new MFA provided that importers
could depart from the agreed pgrowth
rate if their markets wcere heing dis-
rupted by imports, This ¢lause has
been invoked almost 800 times since
1277 Such restrictions are not supposed
to discriminate between exporters. But,
in practice, they are applied to (hose
countrics which can be bullied into
accepting them,

50, in the case ol Britain imports
from indusinatised countries, including

the rest of the EEC, rose by 37 per cent
between 1974 and 1980, fmports from
the developing couniries rose by only
PO per cer (in rotsl, not per year), and
from the poorest countries Lhey actually
fell by on per cenl

I other wards, Britain succeeded,

tor the most pari in bullying Third
World  producers  inio  cutting  their
exports well below Lhe formal six per
cent apreed erowih per year, but im-
portsfrom otherindustrisliscd couninies,
particularfy {rom the USA . which are
not vovered by the MEA | rose by more
thart tia! simonni.

The real job killers

Mast of the Third World countries
covergd by the MbA are 1n no position
Lo retaliate agnins mndusinalised coun-
tries which roipose restrichions on their
exports, But the USA or Japan could
casily slap controls on British goods if
their textiloy exports to Britain were
scrionsly restricted. Hence the controis
i oone case oand the lack of contrals in
the other,

Since el losses and mill closures
soared during o perniod when imporls
from Lhe Third World were being severely
restrivied, it s quite clear that they are
not Lhe avaa cause af job loss.

Bur are jmporis trom the industrial
couniries the main problem either?

The  answer s that they’re not:
between 970 and 197500 1y estimated
thai trmiporis cost 85 0000 jobhs in the
Britisn lextde mmdustry, wlule new tech-
noldgy cost P42 000 And the process
of ‘rationalisanon’ iy speeding up.

T'os complete the picture, in A merica
where the Bogpest impor Sthreat’ to the
UK i rhe lest rew vears has originated,
the tewrils cmptoyers are telling Lheir
wolkars ingt their Jebs dare threatencd
Py cheap lanonr i Tarwan!

Vieanwhile they are busy investing
i higit o fechiooiosy machinery olicro-
Processor et sewing machines,

computerised pattern setting systems,
laser cutting machines and so on. The
Amencan industry has spent $1 ban on
automated equipment in the last decade,
and 1t will spend twice that in the
eighties. This spending programme could

climinate 300,000 jobs by the end of-
the decade, while America’s share of

world markets is maintained, or even
rises.

Britain and Lurope are treading the
same path ol technological rationalis-
ation. How many of those job losses
wiil be blamed on imports? The em-
plovers will certainly play that card for
all its worth.

In Wesl Germany, France the UK
and [Italy, texiile workers occupy a
similar position on the pay ladder: in all
four couniries, wool is among the lowest
paid five industries; and cotton, knitting
milis and clothing sutfer the same fate
in three of the countries.

A study carned out on behalf of the
ELC Statistical QOffice into pay differen-
tials suggests that competition with
Third World producers only partially
eX plains this,

In the case of Britain, we have already
seen  that the major import ‘threat’
recently has come from countnies with
bigher wage economies than ours,

While wages remain very iow and
employment continues to fali, the
profits ol UK textile companies are re-
covering. According to the stockbrokers
Fhillips and Drew, ‘recovery to near
peak profits 15 possible in.many cases
over {he next two years™.

Three of the biggest companies -
lootal, Courtaulds and Coats Patons —
export at least half their output, and
their exports have been increasing at
axactly the time that they have been
screaming loudest for import controls.

[n general terms, controls push up
the prices of poods. BEvidence given to
the House of Commons by the Retail
Consortinm in {980 showed that prices
of imported adults’ clothing covered by
the MFA restrictions rase by 37 per cent
over 1978/9 and children’s clothing by
51 per cent, compared with a general
risc of 24 per cent for similar UK goods.

Immport controls push up prices either
because cheaper imports are no longer
avallable, and people are forced to buy
more ¢xpensive home-produced goods,
ar because the imports now have duty
on them. Of course, many people can’t
afford Lo buy as much at the higher
prices. Demand falls, and more factories
are closed, Textile emplovers have been
complaining about talling home demand
as well as imports as a reason for sack-
ngs,

Most impaortantly, the demand for
imporl controls has diverted workers in
the industry from their real enemy, the
cmployers, and  fowards wotkers in
other couniries. American and French
and Japanese workers are all hearing the
saime slory from their employers: one
country’s ‘lair competition” js another’s
‘dumping’. If jobs are to be saved, it
will be by struggles like Lee leans, not
by the Mulfifibre Arrangement.
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SPACE WARS
NO LONGER JUST

SCIENCE FICTION

For more than 20 years military strategy
among the superpowers has beendominated
by the long range ballistic missile. From the
late 19505 1t became clear that these woap-
ons could at interconunental distances deh-
very nuclear warheads with cnough
accuracy to destroy cities; and they had the
advantage over bombers that no koown
defences could scriously prevent them. Since
then accuracy and throw-weight ot the mis-
siles have becn greatly extended: under-
ground, submarine and mobile Jaunch
platforms have cnhanced their invulnerabil-
ity; and multiple, independently targetable
wiarheads have mcreased therr scope and
POWET.

Yet forall these rapid advances in ballistic
missiles, there are a number of indicutions
that russiles themselves are becoming of
secondary stenmificance. Soon, strategie supe-
rrority will nat he decided-—as it 1s deaided
todayv—by the number and sophistication of
the missiles, but by onc side's superior
capacity to prevent the other {from using
them ctfectively. How will this be done?

Beyond the missiles

Readers ot Socialisi Review will, no
doubi, already be famihar with the fact that
the new generation of strategic missiles (Tike
the Trident and MX in America and the
8816-20s in Russia) are already designated
primarily to fultil this role. As “counter-
force” weapons with (heir multiple
independently-targetable  warheads, each
one would be used to destroy several ol the
other side’s own missiles in thelr under-
ground silos. But the ‘counterfarce’ missiles
are themselves basically similar weapons to
the ones they are aimed 1o destroy. The real
changes are therefore occuring clsewhere.

First of all there 15 the war under the sea.
Important 10 both Russia and Amernca’s
strategic forces (s the submarine launched
ballistic missile, unul recently thought ol as
the most imvulnerable weapon there was.

But the Americans in particular have
made huge advances. Both their missile car-
riers and submarine hunter/killers are now
extremely quiet, and theretore ditticult to
detect. Their new generation of submarines
are very fast, and arc equipped with highly
advanced sound detection equipment and
the most mode rn homing torpedos. o addi-
tion there has been a huge US investment in
automatic sensors which are being depo-

Cruise, Pershing, Trident, MX,
SS20. The list of nuclear
weaponry being built at the
moment 1s horrific enough. But
they are child’s play compared
to the generation of weapons
that could follow them unless
the anti-homb movement enjoys
success. Peter Binns looks at
what Pentagon and the Kremlin
are already planning for the
second half of this decade.

sited 1n large numbers in the oceans. They
are 1o be found evervwhere, but specil
effort has been put into placing a detection
barrier between Britainand Greenland so as
to put 4 tab on each Russian submarine that
enters the Atlanuc. In theory, once detected
the submarine can be trailed and destroved
at will.

A crucial part ot the anti-submarine strat-
egy nvolves satellite surveillance. Special
satellites scan the ocean with nfra-red
telescopes to detect the trails of fractionally
warmer water left by the atomic reactor
motors of the submerged submarines.

Surveillaﬁce and control

Improvements in space survelllance have
heen quite spectacular in recent years and
they have not at all been confined to anti-
submarine warfare. The use of outer space 18
now crucial toall forms of modern wartare,
and it is this more than anvthing else which
has shitted the locus of the strategy from the
battle over the missiles to the battle in space.

Space is needed first of all for detection
and surveillance, Space-mounted optical
telescopes can ‘see” objects a4 mere ong inch

wide on the ground, and they can build-up
three dimensional solid maps by computing
data from such things as shadow lengths.
Electronic ‘ferrets’ perform the same task
for ali electro-magnetic emissions, and other
satcilites are employved on more speciahised
tasks involving ‘active’ surveillance {radar,
millimeter band and, shortly, lasers). Every
rocket that 15 fired and every tank that (s
moved can easily bc monitored irom space.
Without this constant flow of data 1t 1s
impaossible 1o fight a modern strategic war
effectively: Cruise missiles could not have .
terrain guitdance accurately programmed
into thetr computers, sirategic headguarters
would be reduced to haphazard guesses m
formulating largeting policy, missile subma-
rines would not be able o chart their posi-
ticn accurately enough to launch their
missiles correctly, and so on. Even in the
field, space communicaton i1s crucial for
determining the deployment of the other
side’s forces and reserves,

Satellites that kill

Without going any lurther it is obvious
that control of space would confer definite
superiority to whichever super-powerachie-
ved it. Only they would be able to launch a
first-strike attack because only they would
know where the other's missiles were. If the
other power threalened a strategy of terror
against the citics it would not be credible.
For if they did press the button 1t would be
an acl of suicide, vel if they did not they
would be inviting a pre-emplive strike
against themselves just in case they changed
their mind.

What then would the contrel of space
mean? Tirst ol all the ability to eliminate the
other side’s satellite hardware, Secondly the
ability to protect one’s own space hardware
from similar attack.

Since 1967 Russia has developed a series
of tests that involved manocuvrable orbital
killer satellites; the putative (Aargets were
destroyed by shrapnel from a conventional
explosive charge. More recently the Ameri-
cans have developed a direct-ascent ballistic
missile produced by the Vought Corpora-
tion which is air-launched from an FE-15
aeroplane; guided by sensors and computer
it destroys satellites up to 1000 km high by
direct impact. The USA s also seniously
comsidering using newly mimatured ncutron

M
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warheads for this purpose too (in spite of
their 1967 agreement not to use nuclear
WEAPoNs In ouler space).

The ability to destroy satellites up to 1000
km high is very usetul for either protagenist,
for zll the important ocean surveillance
work s carried on at this level. But other
extremely important satellites are put into
what 1s called a stationary orbit (exactly
matching the Earth's spin and therefore
appearing 1o be stationary from the ground)
at around 36,000 km, and for this quite
other weapons are needed.

Death rays and the shuttle

Two principle new weapoens have come 1o
be discussed quite extensively in military
and scientific Literature recently—the high
energy laser and the particle beam. Both at
first sight look as though they belong more

to the realms of science fiction—ray guns,

death rays and so cn—than to sober military
reality. So what are they, how do they work
and what are the chances of them being
emploved?

The laser s perhaps the moere familiar of
the two.

Ordinary light consists of a jumble of dit-
ferent waves and so the energy it contains

cannot be focussed Into a single coherent
beam. Lasers on the other hand rely on the
stimulated emission of light from atoms ina
crystal, a gas or a semiconductor; and this—
because all the atoms are 1dentical—
produces a coherent beam of phased hght
that will not spread out.

A laser will therefore deposit its energy

" with the speed of light 1o any target. It the

energy output 15 high enough the laser can
be used 1o burn up the sensors {(and even the
main body} of a satellite.

Mounted in a space platform and free
from the distortions of the Earth’s atmos-
phere, it would obviously be a very formi-
dable weapon. It could destroy any satellite,
however high its orbit, with a few seconds
exposure to the laser beam. Within a very
few hours, such a weapon could destroy
every space platform in orbat.

The laser weapon, could also, crucially,
destroy ballistic missiles 1n [lLight. It s com-
parativcly easy to detect such missiles in the
early part of their trajectory when they are
burning up huge quantities of fuel. A direc-
ted laser beam could destroy them at this
early stage when they are just cmerging inte
space from the atmosphere. And in thal case
the ballistic missile would no longer be the
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primary delerminant of striategic superior-
ity. The contrel of space and its use for
orbital high-cnergy laser platforms would
then have taken its place. Above a certain
number. the size and accuracy of each side's
missiles would no longer determine its rela-
tive military strength,

Both RKussia and America have devoted
very large sums of money to laser research
and development and we know that Amer-
1ica certainly (and Russta probably) already
has an operational weapon. The US high
energy laser has already compieted a suc-
cess(ul serigs of tests against aircraft and
precision guided missiles within the atmos-
phere, and a ¢couple of months ago succee-
ded 1n using an acroplanc-mounted laser to
shoot down another airborne target.

The problem with high energy lasers is
that they need u great deal of heavy and
expensive cquipment Lo get them to work.
And if they are (o be elftective.in-diming for
the right targets they aiso need'the vetry best
electronic sensing equipmenl too. To put a

properly functional laser-armed battle satel-
lite 1n orbit would therefore be very costly. ~

ilere the US has a huge advantage in the
Shuttle which enables them to lift the kind of
space hardware into orbit that the Russians
cannot for several years to come. Although
the Kussians have been working on the tech-
nelogy of laser weapons for a longer time
than the Americans—and may even be
ahead in the weapons themselves—their
inability to mount them in space may be
tatal. For, 1t 1s quite likely that by the mid
198G the US will already have such a
weapon it orbil.

Beam weapons

The particle beam weapon 1s similar n
type to the high-energy laser, but the poten-
tiatities and problems connected with it are
that much greater. Instead of hght it uses a
collapsed beam of clementary particles—
protons, electrons or neutrens. The enor-
mous energy imparted to these particles
acclerates them to a sizable fraction of the
speed of light, which agsin would enable
them to be used against missiles and satelh-
tes. 1uge techmical problems are involved,
among them: 1) the generation of huge
amounts of power (something like 1,000 bil-
hon jaules of energy are used in a typical
beam weapony pulse}, (2} the necd far more
powerful particle accelerators, tar more
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than cach side has hitherto admigted to pos- -

sessing, and (3) the development of Lotally
new technigues of clementary particle
enrichment by mcans of particle injectors.




The scale of the problems might tnitially
lead to extreme scepticism over the immedi-
ate possibility of producing such a weapon.
That, at least, was the received view of most
experts in the learned physical journals until
recently. However a recent book (D Baker,
The Shape of Wars to Come, Patrick Stevens,
Cambridge, 1981) argues that all these prob-
lems have now been solved; that the Rus-
sians have already built such a weapon and
that the Americans are not far behind, The
technical arguments advanced to establisb
this cannot be gone into here, and caution is
needed before making any definite pro-

r‘- -

o neuncements on the matter, but a number of

d important non-technical facts should be
mentioned.

n
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d . Inthe last three years a number of quite
h new particle beam weapon programmes
. have been authorsed by the US government,
y and several are already

h quite far advanced. .

i There is, for instance, the &2

d- Chair Heritage programme, 8
- which is being built X
- foraircraft carriers. It
o involves equipping the ' '
ships with such gt
5 devices, by the ¥ AW
, ALY middie of the 19805,

designed to destroy
Russian anti-ship Cruse
missiles with rapid pulses
_ of particle beams. As tar as we
~can tell the US has already begun

P _"il.. propagation tests on this weapon,

f % The advanced state of this programme
5 cerfatnly suggesis that the fundamental
4 physical problems must by now have been

- largely sclved. The same inpression is given
e by the US Army's White Horse programme,
¢ which is specifically designed for anti-
r balhistic missile defence. It involves the utili-
e sation of a pulsed proton beam for a
4 ground-based anti-bakllistic missile defence,
A and, eventually, a continuous flow neutron
beam fora Shutte-based orbital anti-missiie
station.
The basic technology involved also seems
largely to have been developed by the Rus-

n sians, though, as we mentioned above, they
- will be less able to mount any such weapons
g F 1n space. Their own programme seems
a . oainly devoted to ground based systems of
- \ enormous power designed to screen Russia
~ # from ballistic missiles—though here,
S according to Baker at leasi, they are well
e advanced, having successfully tested
e charped-beam devices against simulated
- military targets as early as 1979.

3 Particle beam weapons are much more
& eftective than high energy lasers. Anti-laser
- screening devices might well be developed in
1 the near future, but it is most unlikely that
e the same would happen for the particle
¢ beam. The energy that 1t could deliver in a
- concentraied packet is much higher, it can
y penetrate muitary structures as opposed 10
S tasers which merely burn their surfaces, and

. it can be used more effectively within the

Earth’s atmosphere.
There are sull many unknowns o all this
and as yet it would be loolish to jump to 1oo
many premature conciusions, But a number
of interum points can already be made.
Firstly the evidence does tend to suggest
that we arc about 1o coter a qualitatively
new ¢ra in the balance of super-power stra-
tegic forces, one dominated by the control of
space. decondly, the control of space will, to
an tncreasing degree, ref ect the ability of
cither side o be able to introduce the new
technology of death-ray machines into their
own forces in space. Thirdly the stakes dre
so high that whichever side has emerged {or
thinks 1t has cmerged) superior will be
strongly motvated to srard 4 war in space.

Pre-emptive war

it such a war were to leave 1t relatively
tnvulnerable to ballistic missile attack, it
would certainly look a more attractive way
of intimidating the other super-power than
some of the larcical “lhimited nuclear war’
scenanos that Reagan and company take so
sertously at the present ttme. Such o war
could, after all, be fought without having to
tell anyone aboul 1 unnl o was all over.

What can we expect [or the interim period
before such a conclusive war could be
tought? Again the diiterences in approach

hetween Russia and Amcrica are important
here. 111 45 true that the buge parucic-beam
facility it Semipalatinsk in Siberia has been
(or shartly will be) completed, then it will be
seen as athreatto both America’s own space
operations and its ballistic missiles. 11 will
make the UJS Crutse missile programme that
much more important as the least vulne-
rable of its weapons systems. It will ialso
Ccncourage a preemptive strike agamnst the
Russian weapon by the Amcricans belore it
can be used against the American™s own
military space programme,

However guickly or slowly we enter this
new epoch in military strategy, one thing 1s
cerlain; 1he passage [rom the age of the bai-
listic missile to that of the death-ray battle
satellite will be paved with the grealest pos-
sible dangers and uncertaintics. Coupled
with the ever sharpening compettion bet-
ween Russia and America as 4 result of the
waorld capitalists crisis, the necessity of
building & massive movement of working
people 10 stop our warmongering rules has
therefore never been greater.

e
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Extensions of

the nuclear family

Time and again in CND
meetings you come up against
the argument that Britain could
do away with nuclear weapons,
but still retain membership of
NATQO. Canada and Norway are
always singled out as the
countries we should emulate.
'The implication is that because
these countries do not have
nuclear weapons on their soil
they are somehow innocent
members of NATO and would
be out of the firing line in the
event of nuclear war. But, Jane
Ure Smith shows, this ignores
certain basic facts.

NATO s structure as an athiance means that
each member stale must contribute some-
thing to 1. And, it 15 a nuclear allhiance,
whosc military thinking has always been
based on the possibility of war involving
nuclear weapons, respective ol whether
member states have their own missiles or
not.

The question we need to ask, therefore, is
what contnibution do Canada and Norway
make to the NATO alliance.

Norway's geographical position makes it
vitally important. [t1s the only NATO coun-
try besides Turkey to share a border with the
Soviet Union and provides an excellent van-
tage poinl for keeping an eye on the ‘ene-
my's” dctivities,

Not surprisingly, the kind of surveillance
carried out goes way beyond anything that
could be legitimately described as being for
the defence of Norway. There are 10 or so
apenly  acknowledged installations
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Socialist Review on this form a copy
of our OVERKILL — the new,
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John Cox's ¢lassic handbook an
nuclear disarmament.
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concerned with tactical intelligence gather-
ing which fall into this catceory. But thesc
mmstallations are just the tip of the icchery,

Over the past ten years evidence has emer-
ged of a vast secret electronic spy network
operated by Norwegians for the United Sta-
tes providing coninuous information for
the latter’s long-range military planning. In
1972 free-lance journalist and anu-bomb
campaigner {var Johansen began 1o imvesti-
gate the existence of a chain ot electronic
super-spy stations in Norway directed
against the USSR. The otticial position was
that nothing of the kind existed.

Johansen’s methods were somewhal
unorthedox. Using every avatlable public
information source from union files 1o the
telephone directory he managed 10 focate
and 1dentify seven of the 1nstallations.
several of which were in the supposcdly
‘neutral and demilitarised’ zone on the Rus-
sian border known as Finnmark. [n Vadso,
a small fijord town just above the arcuc cir-
cle, Johansen tound that no less than 1500 of
the towns 5000 inhabitants worked a1 4 huge
listening statiomn.

Strategic spving

Johansen was cventually arrested and
charged with ‘endangcring rhe national
secutity” of Norway. All his matenal and
files were confiscated.

His findings were laler corroboraled by
an interview 1n the hiberal daily Dagbiadet
with former ClA operative Victor Mar-
chetti, Marchetti not only confirmed the
exislence of the spy network, but also des-
cribed 1ts naturc as strategic as opposed Lo
tactical. He said that the Nanonal Secunity
'Agency {NSA) had built these listening and
intercept stations and operated them with
the co-operation of the Norwegian Secret
Service. CIA and NSA personnel were regu-
larly assigned to work there.

At least seven types of highly sophisu-
caled spy work are carried out by these
instailations. The information provided 15 aof
little relevance to Norway's securily. lhe
use of radar 15 a case in point,

Radar 15 usually thought ot as a purely
defensive system. But the NADGE (Nao
Air Defence Ground Envitonment) array 1s
much more, NADGE ray domes streteh
trom eastern Turkey to northern Norway
where their 500 kilometre reach rules out
any defensive posture. NADGE in Norway
watches, tor example, the scrambhing of
Soviet fighters from their base at Murmansk
during defence excrcises. This s direct spy-
ing on a defensive activity and the informa-
tton obtained 15 of use onlyif anintrusion ol
Soviet air space (by Us FIlls or BaZs tor
example) was being contemplated.

Norway s the only country on the Furo-
pean side of the Atlanuc fecding continuous
and current strategic data into the world's
largest, all mulitary computer (in the United

States. Clearly it is anything but the tnno-
cent non-aggressive state 1t might formaliy
appedr. A policy of no nuclear weapons, no
foreign troaps and no foreign bases does not
SEOP tt CATIYING DUl 2 MASSIVE SUPEr-spy Ope-
ration vital both to¢ NATO uand the long-
term strategic military planning of the
Enited States,

With mucabre efficiency the Norwegian
stule contributes to the Pentagon's plans for
the destruction of Europe in a ‘limited’
nueclear war.

Canada

Canada 15 equally well locked into the
Limted States war machine. Not having
nucicar weapons on Canadian soul 1s about
as significant as not having them in, say
Texas, Canadian air space 15 under the pro-
teciion of what is called America’s ‘nuclear
umbrella’

Since 1957 anintegrated US-Canadian air
command known as the North American
Acrtospace Defence Agreement (NORAD)
has been in effecl. For the past 30 years
Canada has given the US the right 1o con-
struct 4 radar system across its northern
regions. This system, known as the Distant
Early Warning (DLEW) line, i1s to help defend
the US against a Russian attack from the
north of Alaska.

Since 1941 Canada and the US havehad a
tree trade pact regarding weapons. This has
meant that the Capadians produce compo-
et parts for the American military. Today
lor example a Toronto-based company cal-
led Litton Industries produces the key
navigattonal component for the Cruse
missile,

The result of this defence integration is
that Canada has no clementary sovereignty
i miulitary affairs. In 1962 at the nme of the
Cuban misile crisis US President Kennedy
called Canada’s prime mimster Diefenbaker
and asked that the Canadian minary be put
on Red Alert. Dhelenbaker refused. Twenty
minutes laer he got a call from his own
Detence department ntorming him that
Canadhan forces were now on Red Aleri.
The order bad come through from
Washington.

Recently Canada has been undergoing a
process of rearmament in response (0 LS
pressure, It s currently 1in the process of
purchasing 130 fighter planes {probably the
FF15) which are designed 1o carry nuclear
weuapons, although they won't ... yet. It has
recently bought long range patrol aircraft
from Lockheed to the tune of one billion
dollars: 11 1s buving [28 J.eopard tanks from
Cermany and spending freely on armoured
vehicles and ship replace ments, None of this
15 speciticatly nuclear weaponry, but there is
no way either the weapons Canada has orits
decisions regarding defence can be sepa-
rated trom  America’s overall military
strategy.

Thus neither Canada nor Norway woulid
be safe from attack in the event of a nuclear
war. Clearly both are involved up to their
eveballs in contnbuung to and sustaining
NATO's nuclear strategy. Bombs or on
bombs, it makes no difference. That 1s why
i OND we have to argue not simply for
unilateral disarmament, but for Britain out
of NATO as well,
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POLAND

It 18 not often that a major industrialised
country finds itsell in 4 ¢risis so severe that
the old rulers can see no way out, But it does
happen on occasions. And then all the clas-
SIC sympioms of a revolutionary sttuation
bhegin {0 accumulate: the ruling class beco-
mes divided against 1tselt, the masses no
longer feel that society can proceed in the
old way, pcoplc begin to look, in despera-
tion. for a soluton to the crisis, however
‘extreme’.

Al such mroments the guestion of revolu-
tionary leaderstup suddenly becomes abso-
lutely crucial. Fither o section of  the
oppressed class s prepared (o press{orward
with a programme lor reconstiruting socicty
on a4 new basis throwugh revolutionary
action, or the disintegration of society conti-
nues, until the exploited as well asthe ruling
class s disorgamscd by it and the basts 15 baid
for the most agaressive and barbarous sec-
tion of the old ruling cliass to impose 1ts will,

All the indices tndicate that such is the
condition of Poland at the moment. There
has been a fall in the output of the economy
by between 15 and 20 per cent in the last
year. [he shortages of basic toodstufts have
become so grave hat evenalter queueing for
five or six hours at a time, people are being
turncd away trom the shops empty handed.,
Women who occupied their (actories in
Lyrardow were ‘openly weeplng, saving
they had no tood tor thew children™ And
now 10 1s no longer just food which s i short
supply.

But the crisis s nol just economie, The
econonic fatlings of the regime have exacer-
bated the clements ol political and ideologi-
cal crisiy.

Atrcady two years ago there was a wides-
pread feeling that those who ran the govern-
ment and the party weree living trom hand o
mouth, with no real notion ol where they
were gong. I'actions were formed and relor-

med within the apparatus notanthe basis ol

any principle, but on the basis of the erudest
careerist calculutions of who was likely to
WIN dny pelty pawer struggle.

Under such circumstances those in the
middic were completely cvnical about those
at the top, and those at the bottom came o
despise all those wha gave them orders, The
political crisis became an ideological ¢risis

The crisis in Poland reached a
new peak of intensity last
month. Kania fcll from power
and was replaced by Jaruzelski.
Both police and unknown
groups organised attacks on
Solidarity members, and the
union responded with its second
one hour general strike this year.
Speculation in the press is one
moment that a state of
emergency and a ban on strikes
will be announced, the next that
a coalition government will be
formed.

Where 1s the Polish regime
going? And what is Solidarity
going to do? Chris Harman
looks at some of the issues

involved.
L
throughout socicty as not only those who
read stories in the press ceased 10 believe
them but so did those who wrote them,

The replacement of Gierck by Kanin atter
the Gdansk strike of August 1980 did
nothimg to alleviate this problem. Nor did
the much heralded party congress ol this
summer. ltssecret ballots were an exercise in
what lemn once called a ‘slave owners
democracy—rthose who exercised power in
und crgoved priviicge 1in the state, the
ceonomy, uand the party argued over who
wias poing o provide the political direction
necded 1o defend their power. They were as
divided after 1t as before. The replacement
ol Kamia by Jaruzelski cannaot be expected
toend the political and ideological crisis
either.

Reports ndicate that the popular discon-
et wus growing daily in the week after
Juruzelski's appomtment. What are often
written off as "local strikes™ involved thou-
=ands, tens of thousands, or even hundreds
of thousands of workors: wiinress the 14,000
women workers who occupied the wextie

mills of Zyrardow or the TRO0O00 workers:

who joined a one hour generai stnke in Zel-
enid Crora,

(NO ROOM TO
OMPROMISE

At one pomt there were strikes 1n some-
thing like two thirds of the country’s provin-
ces. "Strikes and threats of strikes continue
to dominate Poland. despite carlier promi-
ses by Sohdarnty that they would try to avoid
a possible showdown with the new Jaru-
zelskr admpustratton’ {(Guardian 21
October)

The warring factions 1nside the regime
continued to be unable to provide a unitary
response to this discontent. The finance
minister Krzak contnued talks with Solid-
arity leaders over economic issues and
rumours began to circulate that some ele-
ments 10 rhe regime wanted to draw figures
from Sohdarity and trom the church into the
government providing they accepted ‘the
icading role ol the party’. Yet Jaruzelski
called for a ban on stoikes and announced
that soldiers would be used 1o ‘restore order’
dnd maintain supplics, While the local auth-
oty in Zyrardow recognised chat local stni-
kers had a case. the Mimstry of Labour
nationally  denounced these strikers for
homg “politically motvated”,

Any strategy being pursued by Juruzelski
seems o have been consciously ignored by
the hard-line pro-Russtan Forum faction
centred. upon a section of the apparatus in
Stlesur, In two Silesian towns, Wroclaw and
Katowee, police responded to Jaruzelski's
appomtment with the nrost provocative of
actions. They openitled in crowded streets to
setze members of Sohdarity who were disti-
bunng bulletins and speaking from radio
vans,

T he actions could almost have heen desig-
ned to provoke riots, 1f not local uprisings.
As inowas, 1n Wroclaw it took all the efforts
of the local Sohidarity leadership to move 2
crowd which was besleging 4 cordon of
police around the pohce station, while in
Katowice thousands of workers overturned
4 police van and eventually forced the free-
g of those detained—despite the use of
lear gis by the pohice.

I these pulice acrions were not enough 1o
enrage the workers, members of the Forum
then proceeded Lo oceupy a Solidanty office
in Katowice and issue from it denunciations
both ol the unmon and of ministers identified
48 wanting to reach a compromise with 1.

A mustard gas bomb atlack on miners
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pickets on 27 October, on the eve of the
national one-hour gencral strike, wasclearly
anather instunce of  deliberate hardline
provocation. The pro-Russian Forum ele-
ments have clearly been studying the tactics
of tascist groups like Parria v Libertad in
Chile and Ording Nereon ltaly.

The faction fighting in the regime 1s both a
product ol the ceconomic and social crisis
and a (actor that agpravates that crisis. It
means the regime linds it very difhialt to
mohilise anv other section of society behind
itself. 1t means its solation grows worse by
the day. It means that even its closest adhe-
rents just do not see a way out of the mess
the country is in. The crisis has reached such
a depth that those outside the regime’s ranks
to whom it has given privileges in return for
thelr support are now reluctant o provide
that support; the ntcllectuals dre more
attracted w0 Soltdaray than o Jaruzelski;
even within the palice a movement exists for
an independent union, hinked 1o Solidanty.

Under such circumstances, Solidarity
shoubld find isell 10 an vmmensely strong
position. Yet all the evidence suggests that
confusion riather than strength 1s the gencral
feeling 1n the union at the moment,

In the issue belore last of this Keview 1
charactensed the standpownt shared by all
the tendencics within Sohidanity  as
‘swindicalist™—the belied that the vnion could
build nselt as a counter-veiling power on
belialf of the working cluss while leaving the
regime intact. But the very depth of the Pol-
ish o crisis ne Jonger made this a4 viable
option, It put i gun atthe head of the wmon:
eithrer show that you can solve the crisis by
shoving the povernment out ol the way or
cotlaborate with it o solve the cnisis. The
alternutive of pressure on the povernmeont
could only hetp deepen the cnsis and encou-
rage 4 fragmenting ol Solidarity’s own
strengtl,

Events since have condirmed this analysis.

The so-called moderaes 1in Sobdanty
have gone lurther than ever in moving
towards collaboration. Walesa commented
on Jaruzelsk's appointment:

*At least 1L means power 1s concentrated
in one man's hands, What we need 1s 4
strong, reasonable government we can
negoliate with,” (Quoted  Guardian 20
Cictober).

Alter the police actions in Sitesia, Walesa
argued against culls For o pencral strike, say-
g that his programme wis "to construct
institutions  and  not to o destroy  them?
(Quoted in # Munifesto, 23 October).

s line of thinking does not seem o dif-
Yer from that of the Catholic hierarchy,
which while making token gestures towards
the popular discontent could still make 1t
clear, in the words of the head ot the Polish
church, Cardinal QGlemp, that:

‘The nomimition ol Ceneral Jaruzelsk
wis received in Rome with great benevo-
enee” (fF Manifesrn 22 October)

Walesa™s vwn position inside the Solidar-
iy Jeadership s nat as powertul as 1 was,
The recent Solidarity congress seems (0 have
heen very much o victory tor the ‘radicals
whe are deoply suspncious ol any collabori-
ton wilh the revone, Watesicand those close
(o Lum wete censtired tor coming toun
agrecment with the regime over the appoint-
ment of taciory managers withouot consult-

22 Srcialist Review

ing with other elected Solidarity
representatives; leading ‘moderate’ experts
were voted off the new National Commis-
sion of the union while the most prominent
radicals won seats easily; Walesa himself
only retained the leadership agamnst a sub-
stantial 45 per cent vote for three rival radi-
cal candidates; and the draft programme of
the union was moditied 1In a radical
dirgction.

Rakowski, the minister in charge of nego-
tiations with the union and a darling ot the
Western liberal press, charged that the first
part of the conference was ‘hegemonised’ by
the *radical faction ol Solidarity guided by
Kuron and eother exponents of KOR’
(Quoted I Manifesto 29 September). A
socialist reporter notes of the second part of
the conference:

‘The radical current in the union has
decisively onented the second phase of
the congress, conceding to the moderate
wing which practically ran the unien
over the last year the presidency of
Walesa only. Solidarity has a national
commission with a majority inde pendent
of the church and supporting the dissol-
ved KOR, and a radical programme. {§/

Munifesto 20 October 81}

Yet the radicals themselves are by no
means clear as to what they want, Therr
programme is radical in words, but evades
the kev question of power that faces every-
on¢ wn Poland today. 1t calls for ‘self-
management, control of the economy and
political liberty” but does nor specify when

.

Walesa wanis coliaboration

these should come into effect. The radicals
want to avoid collaboration with the regime
and 1o fight for contrel, yet at the same time
seem to shy away from any notion of the
workers they represent overthrowing the
regime. So they call for workers’ representa-
tives to control parts of society through spe-
cial mechanisms while leaving the existing
order in control of the rest.

Al the local level this means workers
struggling to gain control over the nomina-
tion of new enterprise managers. At the
naticnal level it means atming at “the insutu-
tion of a second chamber in parliament, the
chamber of self-management, elected demo-
cratically and deliberating on all economic
questions” (ff Manifesro 26 September). This
would ‘contrel the peliticat economy of the
government and legal actions 1t this area’.

This formulation is especially interesting.
For it is not the first time it has emerged in
the history of the workers movement. In the
period immediately after the end of Worlg
War One, revolution scemed imminent and
the whole of the European labour move-
ment was divided over whether 1o back 4
reformed version of bourgeois rule basced on
‘parliamentary democracy” or 10 press for a
workers” council state, The leaders of the
half a million strong lett socialist USP party
in Germany tried to bridge the divide by
proposing the formula: parliament pius
workers councils.

To millions of workers who were just
becoming radicalised, this at first seemed
much more ‘realistic’ than the ‘extreme’ call
of the few thousand people tn the Spartakus
League for a workers' council state, [t see-
med to offer the best af both werlds. Tttook
two years of bitter defeats and passionate
arguments before the majority of the left
socialists came to see that workers™ councils

were Incompatible with the existing state.
The argumem was nnot then and the argu-

ment is not now merely ane about the phra-
ses used 10 describe a distant final goal. At
stake 1s the whole strategy ot the workers
movement. [s 1t at every point (0 supporl
any spontaneous struggle of workers that
increases their confidence 1n their cwn abil-
ity to take control of industry and to replace
the existing bureaucratic state? Or should
such struggles be restricted in the interests of
negotiating a space for the parallel institu-
tions of self-mandgement with the existing
regime?

The majority inside the Scolidarity leader-
ship sull tend to apt tor the latter view. S0
Kuron, who has been accused of directing
the ‘radicals’ at one stage was urging the
formation of a government of national
unily, in which the present regime would
hold the key forcign and public order minis-
tries, while Solidarity and the church would
held other posts. '

Faortunately, this does not seem Lo have
appealed to other ‘radicals’. Kuron rctracted
his suggestion. And when therc were
rumours that the regime was considering a
coalition the Splidanty presidium declared
it could not have any conbidence "in any
offer from a government which does not
respect the law and reluses Solidarity access
to the media.’

But this formulation nself points to a very
dangerous tendency among the ‘radicaly’—
to offer to restrain the economic struggle in




return for political concessions. And so
when the Szezecin delegation at the Solidar-
ity conference protested at Walesa's readi-
ness to meekly accept the government’s
doubling of cigarette prices, they urged, as
well as protest actions, an “artempt to pet
government concesstons ke access to the
media in return for concessions on price
increases’. (Financial Times, 6 Qctober)

Yet for many workers, particularly those
who have not been poelitically active in the
past, it 18 precisely Solidarity’s ability to
champion grievances that arise in their eve-
ryday hves—'cconomic’ grievances—ithat
leads them to adentify with its potlitical
demands. Every time Solidarity hesitates
over full support for their economic strug-
gles, it underculs 1ts own polhitical
hegemony.

As Rosa Luxemburg, the greatest of Pol-
ish revolutionarnies pointed out more than 60
¥EATS ago, at a time of a great upsurge of
working class struggle, economic struggles
lead directly into political struggles and pol-
itical struggles into economic ones. Those
who try to separate the two in the interests of
some clever “strategy’ weaken the whole
movement.

Yet this is still what Solidanity 15 atte mpt-
ing to do, despite the radical majority in the
national commission. The one-hour general
strike was a much better way to respond to
the police atacks in Silesia than the inaction
that Walesa wanted. Bui it still does not
match the challenge facing the union.

The radicals want an alternative to the
collaboration sugpested by Walesa—but 1t
seems that they still cannot grasp in 4 cohe-
rent way what this alternative should be.
And sothey end up accepting a siightly more
radical version of Walesaism.

This 15 especially dangerous at the present
time. As the cconomy becomes more and
maore chaotic, the regime is hoping to turn
people against Solidarity—or at least the
more radical elements in Solidarity—by
claiming that their strikes, not its ¢rists, are
behind growing privation. Just as the right
in Chile in 1973 deliberately intensified the
£CONOMIC CrisIs s0 as to turn people against
the workers® parties, so al least a section of
the regime 15 deing the same 1in Poland
today. Hence its Thaicher-like statements to
the effect that strikes are creating shortages.

For the present, such actions are intensi-
[ving rather than diverting working c¢lass
anger. Bul all past expericnce shows that
eventually endiess queueing and continuai
shortuges ot essential foodstuffs will take
their toll in terms of workers morale—
unless a powerful tendency emerges in
Solidarity which consciously directs anger
and frustration towards a revolutionary
alternative to the regime. Without this, a
point can be reached where not only Walesa,
but many peasants, miellectuals and work-
ers begin 1o see a ‘strong man' from the
regime as the only way to deal with the
queues, the hardship, the police attacks, the
pro-Russian  terrorists, spawned by 1he
regime itself,

The alternative te the danger of such a
deterioration is for the radicals to start
pressing tor the structure of direct workers’
delegates that makes up Sohidarity (o take
over the running of the whole of society. A
programme which could begin leading the

Jaruzelskl wants to ban strikes
-
mass of the Polish population out of the
crisis would not then be difficult o elabo-
rate, The key points it would have to include
would be;

{1) Anend to privileges enjoved by the mass
of burecaucrats—their chauffeur driven cars,
their secret supplics ol food, their luxury
apariments and villas, their very high sala-
ries, their private kindergartens, their privi-
leged access to health facilities etc.

{2) An end to wasting six per cent or more of
the output of the economy on Warsaw Pact
forces designed to put down Sohidarity-type
movements tn Poland and the rest of Eas-
tern Europe, and tc help threaten nuclear
annihilation of other countries.

(3} An end 10 sacrifices designed (o help pay
oft loans to Western bankers contracted by
the ruling bureaucracy in the past. Instcad
appeal to all those workers organisations in
the West that have pledged support for
Solidarity to help Polish workers throw off
the burden of their masters’ debt.

Such a programmme could begin 1o deal
with bridging the shortfall in Polish output
over the last year and alleviating the distress
of the population.

But it could not be implemented withoult a
complete transformation of society. Al the
local level it would require the most
thorough-going struggle for what the Sohd-
arity radicals call ‘self-management’™—in
cach plant and office, the workers would
have to seize power and impose tught con-
trols on the operations of all levels of mana-
gement. But il would also require something
that the radicals have hardly spoken of yet—
a struggle at the national level, to overturn
the hierarchies of control in the police, the
army and the ministries, replacing them
with direct representatives of the workers
Organisations,

No-one seems Lo have argued for such a
revolulionary programme at the Sohdartty
conterence. Yet ravely has a workers” move-
ment historically been in a stronger position

for making a bid to solve society's problems
by taking power into its own hands. All the
other oppressed groups m Polish society—
the peasants, the students, a sizeable chunk
of the ntelligentsia—have shown over the
iast year that they will follow when Schidar-
ity and the warkers Jead. Even within the
army and the police, only a few hardliners
would put up determined resistance to any
serious attempt by the mass workers™ move-
ment to bring the present chaostoanend by
taking power,

Two sorts of arguments are used against
any such programme of action, The first is
not new: it is that workers are congenitally
incapable of running an advanced industrial
society, [t 15 an argument that should fall
completely tlat in present day Poland. Forit
is absolutely dlear 1hat those running
Poland at present are congenitally incapable
ot doing se. And it 1s also clear that all the
creative forces of society—not merely the
manual and white collar workers, but the
technical experts, the middle class professio-
nals, the intellectuals—can be drawn behtnd

the workers,
The second argument 15 that any truely

radical development would invite an imme-
diate Russian takeover.

This argument is not new eicther, It was
uscd by Dubcek and then Husak to justify
the reimposition of bureaucratic control—
a0 called ‘normalisation™—in 1968-9 in Cze-
choslovakia., Similar arguments have been
used in the West—during the revolutionary
upheavals of post-World War One Ger-
many and Austria {when it was satd any
revolution wounld lead to the allied powers
cutting oft food supplies and starving peo-
ple) and in France and Italy at the end of
World War Two (when the CPs argued thai
any revolution would be crushed by Amen-
can troops). No doubt it will also be used
should any genurnely revolutionary situa-
tion develop in Western Curope in the next
couple of decades.

The argument rests on a confusion. It
assumes that the Russigns have not imoved
mto Poland so tar because the workers have
restrained themselves. Yet whatever res-
traint has been shown, eventsin Poland over
the last vear have been a hundred times
more radical than they were in Czechosiova-
Kia in the first cight months of 1968,

In Czechoslovakia the Dubecek regime
may have been too weak to impose its will
on the intelligentsia, but the most extreme
thing to happen (driving the Russians crazy)
was the drawing up of an intellectuals mani-
festir, 2,000 Weords, which suggested that
workers mught, possibly, coasider taking
token strike action. By constrast in Peland
we have had 14 months of aimost continual
sirike activity, the pubhication of open, anti-
reginte and anti-Russian news sheets, the
open appeals for workers elsewhere in Eas-
tern Europe to lollow the Polish example,
completely open debate among midlions of
people as (o what is 1o be done, Yet the
Russian tanks have not yet crossed the
fronuer.

What has held them back has not been
Solidarity’s s¢lf restraint. It has been a
recognitton that the very radicalness and
depth of the Polish movement makes an
invasion attempt very dapgerous tor the
Russian leaders. It could bog them down in
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a struggle against the people of a country
three times the size of Hungary and Czecho-
slovakia, just at the time when there 1s mani-
fest discontent among workers ¢lsewhere in
Eastern Europe and inside the USSR itself
(witness the strikes in Russia's buge auto
plants last year, the strikes and r10tsin Est-
onia, the chaos that followed attempts L0
mobilise forces in nearby parts of the
Ukraine for possible use against Poland).

The one thing that will encourage the
Russians to move on 1o the offensive agamst
the movement in Poland—whether directly
by sending huge numbers of troops across
the frontier or indirectly by vsing ‘rehable’
sections of the Polish army and police to
restore ‘order’ while the Russian forces sta-
ticned inside Polish garrison towns are
gradually strengthened—is a faltering in the
forward momentum of Solidanty.

The moment Solidarity’s forces show any
signs of dissipating, then the pressure will be
applied hard and good. In so far asSolidan-
ty's leaders try to slow down the forward
momentum of the workers movement, they
produce such dissipation—and thereby
increase the chances of Russian action,

Of course, the Russians would do every-
thing they could to overthrow a genuine
workers regime in Poland—just as at the
moment they are doing everthing in their
power to weaken Solidarity. But the Rus-
sians are not all-powerful. They are restric-
ted by the knowledge that the Poles might
fight back and the fear of rebellion else-
where in their empire. A workers movement
that had taken power in Poland would be
able to increase Russia’s hesituncy on both
counts—by preparing coherent military
plans for the seli-defence of the revolution
and by using the maximum propaganda
resources to aid those dissidents and work-
ers elsewhere in the Russian bloc seeking to
emulate Solidarity.

We have seen in Poland over the last vear
a text book example of how a "purely spon-
taneous' movement of workers begins (o
give rise to various tendencies within 1t—to
what in the great revolutions of the past

Sandy Smith.
Programme:

Plenary Sessions on ‘The New Militarism’, ‘U.5.8.R. and the Capitalist
System’ and ‘Detente or the New Cold War'. Workshops on Afghanistan,
China, Middle East, Latin America, Southcrn Africa, Reaganism, Sccialism
and Militarism, Eastern Europe, Britain in Decline and Europe v

America.
Time & Place:

Friday, January 15th (7.00pm) and Saturday January 16th (10,00am all
day). University of London Union (U.L.LL.), Malet Street, London W(Cl1.”

Refreshments available,

Price:

£3 .00 the weekend, £1.350 per session, £1.00 per workshop.
Acivanced Booking fhighly advisable} ro: 'Critique’, 31 Cleveden Rouad,
Glasgow, G12 OPH, Scotland. Phone: 041-339-5267.

have been called “parties’.

The *parties’ of the Polish movement are
still far from fully formed. Butitis possible
to delimit three rough groupings within
Solidarity—and reports indicate that rela-
tions beiween them are olten quite
4CTImMoNIoOus.

On the right stand the *moderates’ around
Walesa, who are usually seen as close to Lhe
church. ln the middle stand the ex-KOR
group of ‘secular” reform activists. And.,
partty overlapping with them, to the left are
the various radical leaders with their strong
regional bases—Giazda in Gdansk,

Rulewski in Bydgozcz, Jurzvk in Szczecin.

Yet it is doubtful if any of these groupings
is based upon a clear and coherent view of
the world. KOR has just disselved itself, and
at the Solidarity conference two of its torem-

POLAND

NO ROOM TO
COMPROMISE

ost members, Kuron and Michmk were on
opposile sides in the argument over the con-
duct of the ‘self-management’ negotiations.
And three difierent ‘radical’ candidates
stood against Walesa in the presidential
glection.

The most stgnificant thing atthe moment,
however, is the absence of a ¢lear revolutio-
nary current.

In cvery great revolutionary upheaval, a
gap opens up between what the workers arc
actually doing—beginning to take conirol
of society—and their consciousness of what
they are domg. They have been brought up
under the old society to believe that they
themsclves are incapable of exercising
power, that only ‘educated people’, “those
born to rule’ can do so.

These ideas do not disappear overmight.
They are challenged by new perceptions, but
not yutomatically overthrown. 80 the work-
ers who had overthrown the Crzar in Russia

CRITIQUE CONFERENCE

*The Poilitical Economy
of the ‘New Cold War™

Speakers: Mary Kaldor, Dan Smith, Martin Shaw, Fred Halliday, Hillel Ticktin,
Tariq Ali, Moshe Machover, Phil O’Brien, Andrew Gamble, Mick Cox, David

Goodman, Lionel Clif’fé, Peter Lawrence, Frank Furedi, Mike Haynes,

in February 1917 let the government fail
into the hands of the war profiteer Prince
Lvov, and the woarkers and soldiers councils
which ran Germany in November and
and December 1918 handed power back to
peliticians and generals of the old order.

It takes months of bloody struggle and
bitter disillusionment betore workers en
masse begin to see that they themselves
alone can rule effectively, Whether they
learn this lesson before they are crushed
depends, in part, on how effectively the firsk
groups of workers to grasp it ofter leader-
ship to the rest of the class e the ¢xtent (o
which they organise themselves as a revefu-
tHonary vanguard, a parry.

Yet the crystalisation out of a revolutio-
nary party can be held back by the very thing
that makes 1t necessary—the ideological
dominuance of the old crder over the new,
Unless there exists in advance of the wor-
kers” upsurge at least the embryo of a party,
a nucleus of people arguing the possibility of
workers power, then development of a real
party can be very much delayed.

Worker militants have to try to think their
way through all the old prejudices to an
understanding of the role their class cap
play. And they have te do so in the heat of
the most bitter struggles, when they have
little time to study the lessons of past wor-
kers' movements or carry through scientific
analyses of what the outcome of their pre-
sent actions will be. For months, even yeurs,
bastardised conceptions can prevail which
combine the best of the new with some of the
worst of the old.

In the case of Poland, this means that
Solidarity activists can combine an instinc-
tive rejection of compromise with a natio-
nalist belief that all Poles have 4 common
interest—precisely the prejudice the regime
1 trying to exploit to turn people against
Solidarity. It meuns they can play with the
notion of a ‘seif-management chamber’
alongside the existing parhament. [t means
that Walesa can get away with his relerences
to Jaruzelski as an ‘honest’ soldier.

The great danger in Poland is that the best

activists will not succeed in cutting through
this web of false ideas untit it 1s too late, The
question of power—of which class 1s 1o
rule—cannot be postponed indelimtely.
It will be raised in the sharpest possible way
if an all-out general strike develops n
defence of what the workers have won over
the last 15 months, Workers would not be
able simply to sit passively at home or in the
factories. They would soon be sulfering as
much as the regime from shortages of food
and fuel and the collapse of essential servi-
ces. They would either have to move lor-
ward o kicking the regime aside and
producing these things for themselves,
under their control, coordinated by their
power. Or they would very rapidly be under
immense pressure to accept the terms of the
rcgime,

The Polish working class has fought
herotcally over the last 15 months. It has
:destroyed for once and for all the myth that
the Eastern states are [9834-1ype societies
against which no successful revolt 1s pos-
sible. But the movement cannot go much
further forward unless the radicals in Sohd-
arity come to terms with the problem of
POWET,

. 24 Socialist Review

e — L - mretle

LN A T T H N =

= T ey



The police strike breakers at Staffa

INDUSTRIAL DISCUSSION SECTION

London’s first jobs struggle

‘Like a load of bleeding penguins they
came pouring overthe lactory walls, three
hundred coppers toevict [ 7strikers, likea
David Attenborough film gone mad.”
(Dave Green, AUEW Convenor Stafla
Products)

The occupation of Statta Products is over,
the strike to defend the jobs and keepthem in
East LLondon has just begun. Afteronly three
weeks the Staffa management and the Fngi-
neening Emplovers Federation have regai-
ned contrel ofthefactory. Thevwercaided in
this by the High Court and the Metropolitan
Police, the national media, the Department
of Industry and the inability ot the trade
union movement to move fast enough 10
assist them,

The Staffa occupation was in some ways
unique. The workers had gained prior know-
ledge of management’sintention to close the
Leyton site by pre-emptive action and occu-
pted. During the occupation they discovered
that all ‘negotiations” on proposed closure in
Lhe previous few months had been conducted
on the management side according to a script
provided by the Hays Corporation.atirm of
‘industrial consultants”, Tt became obviows
that the management had no intention of
remaining in Fast Londen when they had
what they hoped would be a docite labour
force lined up i work-starved Devon.

Thersisnoquestonol Statfagoingbust. It
they stay In London on their own estimale
they would be eurning profits of between £5
and £7 millhion per year as opposed to £9
million im Plymouth. What is important to
them is summed up in their statement, ‘the
advantages of moving 1o Plvmouth™

{#)" lower libour rute and ather o perdtion
COSES’

(b} *A more willing workforce (minimum
union intluence)

[n other words cheaper labour and poorer
orgamsation. They anticipate 2 209 reduc-
tion in job rates and a 10§ fewer jobs.

For the workers in Leyton the situation is
much simpler. [t Staffacloses itmeans a third
of all engineering jobs in the Borough of
Waltham Forest are lost. For many of them

as semi-skilled machine operators, it alse

means the end ot any chance in London of

earning similar moncyorcvenobtaining jobs
I engINCerng,

Each year since the end of the fifties engi-
neering Jobs in London have disappeared, as
more and more rms have been ‘re-tocated”
1n new towns, So the powerofthe engineering
uiiens i the cily has dimmished, and thisin
turn has led to acceptance of ¢losure and
redundancy by  many sections of the
ndustry.

The once powerful ship repair industry no
longer e xists, the machine tool tfirms of Cam-
den Town have gone and Park Roval estate,

the heartland of engineenng in f.ondon, is
now reduced (o a ghost land ol warehouses
and small workshops,

The decision of the Statia workers to fighi
1o retain the jobs in London becomes that
much more symbolic and important. The
response they've had from other workers 1s
hearteming; na other strike 1in London has
recetved as much tinanciat support insuch a
short time.

But important and vita] though the tinan-
cial support may be, it 1s blacking which will
win this dispute and win 1t soon. For this
management must continue production at
I evton, foratleast anotheryear, betore their
Plvmouth factory 1s even ready for produc-
tron, let alone with a tramned and capable
workforce, The Kevarcasforblackingare the
coal mines, where the Statfa pumps drive the
coal cutters, the heavy duty cranes such as
those manutacturcd by Coles, the docks to
hit exports and, last but by no means least,
the new Thames anti-tlood barrier where
Stal{fa pumps are used to raise and tower the
barrier.
 Allof theseareas are heavilvunionised and
Staffa workers have speint the last lew weeks
touring and appealing for support. A com-
plete btacking of the company’s products In
the coal mines alone would mean a victory
for the Levton workers. Such & victory 1s
possible, but it can only be achieved o the
rank and fite can be convincedthat a victory
for the Stalta workers 15 a victory for all.

Osne final ironie pomt. The government
through the Department of Industry are
{funding the move tothe tune ol L4 millton, At
the same ume Heseltine is pleading the case
For mnercity development to head oft turther
riols, hs government 1s encouraging work
away [Tom these very Inner ity areas.

Jim Scott

Arthur
Scargill
King

at last?

It seems highly likely that the next preswdent
of the National Union of Minewaorkers will
be Arthur Scargill. ‘the Marxist president of
the Yorkshire miners' (Daify telecraph),
Given the period that we are in with low
industrial struggle, a shift 1o the right. ere,
and given the present control of the NUM
leadership by the right wing, 1t means an
unusual jerk n terms of the trade umon
teadership.

There 15 no question that Scargill sa very
strong ietl wing candidate. S0 much so. that
the ‘moderate” areas of Durham, Northum-
berland and parocularly Notunghamsiire
have come oul in support of him. Scargill
cnjoys the support of tine of the 19 areas,
the others being Yorkshire, Kent, Scotland,
South Wales, North Derbyshire, and the

Seottish Craftsmen. These nine represent

more thian three quarters of the country’s
miners,
Nottinghamshire, fondly known by mul-

il
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itants in Yorkshire as the ‘vellow belligs’
when it comes to ballots and action, decided
by 15 branches to nine to back Scargill
against their own uarea president, Ray
Chadbourn.

Of the other two candidates, Donaghy,
the Lancashire president 15 absolutely
unknown outside his own areas, and the
general secretary of the white collar section
COSA, Trevor Bell doesn’t have the stature
necessary to beat Scargill. Allied to that,
Bell is a white collar worker. in the pits,even
among moderates, this dees not give the
candidate credible credenuals.

So it looks hke a Scargill landshide.

But the right wing have at least attempied
to put the brakes on Arthur’s campaign.
Firstly with the decision to push back nego-
tiations on the wage ciaim to November
1 1th, the right has neatly brought the wages
claim in line with the presidency.

Although Joe Gormley wanted 1o get an
early settiement, pressure from both his exe-
culive one way (for 25%) and the NCB the
other {6.8%:) meant a dclay,

It is part ol Coal Board and night wing
tactics to leave negotiations 4s near as pos-
sible to Christmas $o as to avoid a strike, It
has worked well since conference resolu-
tions as early as 1976 for £135 a week started
being torn up, '

Left in the dark

At the same time the delayis an attempt to
shupe the presidential election at the time of
writing, with six wecks sull to go before the
election, the press has not sunk its claws (oo
decply into Scargill. No doubt it will have
started as you read this. What better reason
for Fleet Street to attack Scargill than tor
‘ridicuious’ wage demands that ‘will bring
the country to its ..." ClC

Unfortunately, the left in the NUM has
been very slow and very quiet. There shoufd

have been a campaign started well advance
of elcction for the wage demand ot 25%%.
Whalt better preparation for the left election
campaign thana tough wage campaign, pos-
sibly successful? But no, we arc lefi to FTN
interviews with Arthur Scargill as he comes
out of negonations with the Coal Board.
The rank and file arc lett in the dark.

A possible second right wing ploy is the
use of the multiple opponents. In the 1950s,
when Alex Moffatt stood as the left candi-
date, there were several other candidates, all
right wing. On the first ballot, Motfatt led by
60,000 votes. (This was when there were
aver half a million miners, there are 225,000
now). Yet, as cach candidate dropped out
the voles transferred every time to the right

wing, and Moftatt was defeated by Jidpey
Ford. of COSA —repeat, of COSA.

Without a Joe Gormley type character as
candidate, it looks like Scargill will pull
through, possibly on the first ballot. But, we
have to be very crinical of the way that the
fefl assumes Scargill victory, and then
relaxes while Arthur dehivers internalional
socialism.

By way of electioncering. the release of
the pamphlet of the thoughts of Arthur
Scargill, Miners in the Eighiies, was a classic
coup.

The Yorkshire miners ‘decided’ to primt

100,000 copies, which outlined "a pro-
gramme essential for the lopg term interests
of the industry, the union and, above all,
rank and file miners’. Without admittung to
it, it is an election address, and a pretty
formidable one too.

it received a very good reaction at every
Yorkshire pit-—it was a talking point for
weeks, and rank and file miners were quick
to defend and identify with many of the
ideas and demands that it contained.

Not to be a wet lettuce about it, a numbet
of the demands are those that the rank and
file miners paper The Collier, has organised
around and pushed for over the years. It is
welcome that they are recogrised.

There is no real need to go into detail
about them here. Suffice to say they include
the four day week, retirement at 55 on full pay,
a democratic union, ete. However, 1t wilt be
left to Arthur Scargill to carry out these
changes to the union and demands on the
NCB. Which is plainly stupid, Scargill has
said on numerous occasions himself that if
people think they can sit back while he leads
them to Jerusalem they're‘in cloud cuckoo
land’.

Yet it is tndicative of the way that the lefi
has organised, particularly 1n Scargill’s
Yorkshire pits, that this 1s the way Lhe poli-
cies are to be carried out.

As Trevor Brown , an SWP faceworkerat
Houghton Main Colltery near Barnsley said
in a4 recent copy of The Collier:

“The strategy in the Y orkshire pits is that

you look for a good man, whether it's

Arthur Scargilt, or Tony Benn, or your

branch delegate, or president or whate-

ver. The work isn't projected downwards
to the rank and file, but upwards, to

il

Militant action and democratic control
by the rank and file lie at the heart of
the SWP’s activity in the unions. In the
early 1970s, the International Socialists.
(as we then called ourselves) spawned a
rash of rank and file papers and organ-
isations based on these principles. Few
have survived.

They were born in a time of rising
industrial strugele when a much larger
number of workers than were in the IS8
felt it was possible to fight to improve
their jobs and change their unions. Rank
and file activity gave us the opportunity
to make some connection with these
militants, most of whom did not agree
with us on other issues,

You only have to summarise the
situation that existed then to see how
different things are now. The SWPs
commitment to rank-and-filistm 15 as
strong as ever. But the other side of the
equation no longer applies. The long
industrial downturn has seen to it that,

getting ‘good men’ into the positions’.

There is no question that, if campaigned
for, the election of Scargill can do a lat of
good for the left in the pits. But 1t must be on
the basis that a vote for Scargill has to be
linked up with the activity in every pit for the
socialist, rank-and-file ideas that Scargill
throws up.

That means that Scargili himself has ta be
under democratic recall, something he's not
been prepared to accept in his Yorkshire
stint. It means organising at pit level. It
mieans the broad left has to break out of
being a secret Scargill supporters club.

Solidarity

It means returning mines to the days of
1972 when you were preud to be a member
of the NUM. And it means an end o mess-
ing about with tried and {rusted trade union
principles.

That includes solidarity. Solidarity with
workers in struggle. Arthur Scargll’s atti-
tude to the Laurence Scott strike has been
‘it’s not official. [ cun’t do anything’ 1instead
of blacking all mining supplies.

In 1972 and 1974, the miners relied on
other workers sclidarity. The Staffu strike
shouldn't be dealt with in the same way as
Scoltls was.

If the work is done to get Scargill elected
on the basis of militant socialist ideas, and
then to see them put into practice at rank
and file level, it be well worth it. If not, then
the demoralisation that occurred in the engi-
neering industry after the sad demise of
Hugh Scanlon will could be repeated in the
pits.

Andy Smith

Reassessing
the
Rank and file

by and large, militants have litle con-
fidence in drawing other workers into
activity. On the contrary, it is often the
militants who are being pulled to the
right by the inerfia of the mass.

These are pretty broad generalis-
ations and can no doubt be challenged
in a number of specific instances. Yet
for socialists it must always be the
general trend of events that conditions
the way we put our principles into
practice (though not, of course, the
principles themselves). The importance
of the Right to Work Campaign, for
example, and of ensuring a basic level of
support for individual strikes arises out
of the general weakness of the industrial
movement.

Building rank-and-file organisation in
the workplace is an ambiticus aim.

"~ Although we cannot usually tackle 1t

directly at the moment, much of our
activity is concetned with preparing for
the time when it will be possible to do
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s0. It is with this in mind that ] want to
raise a couple of points that came out of
the earlier period of rank-and-file activity
mentioned at the beginning of this
article.

For one thing, we tended to rush in-
to building the house of rank-and-file
organisation without a strong foun-
dation of SWP membership (this is not a
sectarian point: a low level of SWP
membership often reflected a general
lack of militancy —not a promising
basis for a wider organisation). We were
rather mesmerised by the fact that a
rank-and-file paper could have many
tines the sale of Socialist Warker,

This caused a number of problems
insoluble within the limits of rank and
fite work. It meant that there was an
enormous gap hetween the handful of
activists who spent great amounts of
time writing, producing, distributing
and seling the paper and the sales
themselves which could run into thou-
sands. A producer/consumer situation
arose in which the producers had
great difficulty in involving the con-
sumers in activity, especially if the level
of militancy in the particular industry
was low.

We thought it would be possible to
increase the size of the rank-and-file
group {and consequently of the SWP
membership) through the activity around
the paper. This hardly happened,
mainly, I think, because the situation
1 have described in the previous para-
graph became established so quickly.

Contrary to what we tended to
assume, a commiiment to rank-and-file
politics does not automatically mean an
unmediate commitment to building
rank-and-file organisation. Just as im-
portant, we should not have confused
the sale of a rank-and-file paper with
the actual influence of the rank-and-
file group, ie our ability to involve in
activity, '

[t would have been much better if
we had concentrated at the initial stage
on selling Seocialist Worker and pro-
ducing Soctalist Worker bulletins. My
own rank-and-file group on the London
buses got a lot of its ideas from the
London Busmen's Rank and File Move-
ment of the 1930s. What we ignored in
practice was that the Communist Party
members who led that movement began
by building round a Communist Party
bulletin and oniy launched rank-and-
file activity when there was a clear
militant movement in the garages that
clashed with the official leadership.

The result of this error was a ten-
dency to substitute rank-and-file acti-
vity for socialist activity, We assumed
that rank-and-file organisation was the
broad highway through which a sub-
stantial minority of workers would
find their way to the narrow gate of the
SWP. This can, of course, be the case in
the right circumstances. But it can also
happen that the appeal of rank-and-file
orgamisation can be much less than that
of more directly political issues.

Our rank and fite paper was devoted
almost exclusively to what was happen-

INDUSTRIAL DISCUSSION SECTION

ing in our own corner of the world and
this also determined our priorities. We
therefore wildly underestimated the
appeal of the Anti Nazi League and of
the Right to Work Campaign and con-
sistently downgraded them. Partly
because we weare 50 small and wanted so
desperately to reach a mass audience we
accommodated to the sectionalissm of
the majority, ironically missing an
important minonty with whom we
could have united in action,

Many, many trade union activists
fall prey ta the same illusion. Individual
militants are always uncomfortably
aware of the gap that separates them
from the majority of their workmates,
especially if they are shop stewards
dependent on those very people for
votes. It is simply not possible to
bridge s¢ wide a gulf in one step, If it
were, we would have had a revolution
long ago. Class struggle, even at a low
ebb, means struggie nside the working
class,

Uneven consciousness

What Tony Cliff said back in 197C
essentially to a student audience, has a
special significance for socialists today:

‘It the whole working class had one
level of consciousness there would
not have been any need for revolution,
there would never be any need for a
strike, there wouldnt’t have been any
need for a picket line. There is a
picket line because workers act
differently. To fight millionaires you
don’t need a picket line because the
duchess never crosses picket lines.
Workers cross picket Hnes. With
every strike, the fight is never bet-
ween the workers and the emplovers,
hecause the employers never did
anything for themselves in their lives.
They didn’t break strikes themselves,
they sent workers to break strikes.

And if you want to say that every
strike is a fight between workers and
workers, it is absolutely true. The

struggle between the workers and the

capitalist class is always reflected in
the struggle between the section of
the working class which is under the
influence of the capitalist class and
the section which ts opposed to the
capitalist class.”

(David Widgery ed., The Left in

Britain 1956-1968, Penguin 1976,

pe. 443-4)

It 15 possible to wark together with
the minority who want to fight and to
aim one’s appeal to a wider audience.
But it is not possible to leap straight to
the majority. Those who attempt it
cannot avoid making concessions to the
right, becoming demoralised, retreating
into passivity and cynicism and often
falling into the arms of the union
bureaucracy. Rank-and-file trade union-
1sm is not an zlternative to raising the
whole range of poliitical issues at work
in a socialist way, It is part of it.

This is a discussion article. 1 have
deiiberately left out wany aspects
—including many positive aspects — of

rank-and-file activity in order to make a
few points as sharply as possible. To
some, what [ have said mav seem ob-
vious; to others, it may sound like the
worst kind of sectarianism. IPm also
uncomfertably aware that my own
experience of rank-and-file work is
pretty limited. Yet general discussion
about rank-and-file activity is all too
rare. 1 hope that others {(both in and
outside the SWP) will be stimulated
—or infuriated —enocugh to challenge my
arguments and correct my mistakes.

A former activist around the London
Platform

‘You can overkill
us S0 times,

but we can only
overkill you
49times.”’

MISSILE MADNESS

SWP pamphlet by Peter 8inns on
the new weapans system and how
they threaten your life. 40p {plus
10p postage). Bulk orders £3.25 for
10 post free from Socialists
Unlimited, 265 Seven Sisters-Road.
London, N4.

A new pamphlet
from the
Socialist Workers Party.
35p + 15p postage
10 copies £3 post free.
Socialists Unlimited
265 Seven Sisters Rd
London N4
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The biggest hippy
capitalist of them all

Richard Branson —head at Virgin
Records who have just launched
Frent in competition with Time
Our and with City Limits—is
one of the few successes British
capitalism can boast. He 13
praisced in the Sunday Telegraph
and Marketing Weekly.

Yet he was originally part of the
attempt to create an alternative
within the capitatist system, back
in the sex-and-drugs-and-rock-and-
roll hippy, underground era of
the 1960s.

Now that ‘alternative media’ are
very much in vogue again, Noel
Halifax thinks it is worth retracing
the history of Britain's first
alternative millionaire.

Before delving into the turgid history of
Richard Branson if must be said that
the closer you study him the less
demonic 4nd super entrepreneurial he
becomes. There was no Mein Kampf, no
great plan, just hosts of sguabd  littie
plots and schemes that finally hit the
jack-pot. Virgin Records filled a gap left
by the collapse of EMI and British
based record companies. By a combi-
nation of stupid management and bad
record signing, they lost thewr near
monopaly of the British market of the
early 60s, opening it up {or the entry of
American rivals and creating the space
for Virein to exist, [l was their coilapse
rather than RB’ brilliance that has been
behind Virgin's growth.

Today Richard Branson owns Virgin
Records and fas control of it and its
many suhsidiaries. Since it 1S a privale
company it is not required to issue
reports, its dealings are not open to any
public scrutiny and it's difficult to be
precise about all of its holdings, But
everyone in the music business would
acknowledge thar Virgin holds a domi-
nant position in the musi¢c scene, in
many cases higger than just a glance at
its turnover figure, as it is often the
only outlet to a2 mass market for new
types of music,

Altogether the Branson empire has a
turnover of £45-50m a year and claims
A growth raie on turnover of 40 per cent.
It employs 900-1000, all strictly non-
union except the typesetters of fuent,
He has four recording studios in Britain
and he has bought one of the smaller

Virgin Islands with plans to transform
g SN

it into a recording studio complex.
Then there’s Virgin Fiims, Virgin
Books, and his newest scheme, fvewt,
a sort of cross between Now and f'V
Timres. Via Front Line Tintertainments
he runs *The Venue®, ‘Heaven' and the
“(3arden’ in London, together provid-
g guite a sizeable chunk of the live
music that 15 reported in the New
Musical Express. He is now negotiating
for the purchase of Ronme Scotts jazz
club in Scho and there’s talk of invesi-
ments 1n oil in America and interests in
video games. '

Branson is no hero from a Holly-
wood film who baiiles from the hottom
to reach the heights of fame and fortune.
His father is to be found in Who's Wha,
his mother is a local magistrate and his
class hackground is solidly English
upper middle class. Little Richard was
sent to prep school and then on to a
fairly good public school, Stowe —trom
which, as it happens, two years earhier
fellow hippy capitalist Tony Elliot (of
Time Owut) had passed out, But the
turbulent 60s had other effects than
toppling President Johnson, challenging
monolithic ‘Communism’ in Prague and
exciting students throughout the wotld.
They also shook out little Richard from
his seemingly safe and predestined
niche. He didn’t particularly like school
(especially school uniform, games and
stupid regulations), and wanted more
exciling times. He dropped out, came o
London and became part of ‘the alter-
native scene’, emerging edilor and
supremo of Student, a magazine geared
{o the new siudent movement. Like
scum on top of a tidal wave, Branson

appeared, cashing in on and seemingly
to lead the new generation.

Student was run Irom a  basement
flat in Notting Hill Gare. It was a general
review magazine, full of interviews with
famous people such as James Baldwin,
Fean Paul Sartre, Bertrand Russell,
Vanessa Redgrave, Being only 17 and
the head of a magazine, Branson attrac-
ted great media coverage. Overnight he
himself became a personality to inter-
view and write about. A thrusting young
rman of the times etc etc. For example:

‘Fditor, aged 17, hopes to be “voice

of the youth”’ (Guardian, 13.1.68).

‘At 17, Richard really hits the head-

lines...” (Sketrch, 30.1.68).

He even made it to be the subject of
a1 BBC documentary on the young hope-
fuls for the future. .

Student was distributed by ‘helpers’
(very low paid students or kids on the
dole) round the colleges and pubs. And
it was highly successful, making a profit
on advertising, if not <circulation —
Branson would ring around and persuade
companies to back Studenms, being a
great talker with the right accent,

Today ‘Student’, tomorrow ..

The alternative paper developed am
amazingly alternative way of being pro-
duced. For, you see, though Branson
was in charge, the rest of the staif, as
part of this great alternative thing, were
never paid wages.,

“They all work for nothing. I supply

thermn with somewhere fo sleep and

some food. 1’8 notl so much they are
working for vou as working with

vou' {RRB, Evewning News, 26.6.08).

‘We don'l need any extra cash. Our

girlfriends live and work here with

us, so all our socizl life is here’ (RB
in Guardiay interview  22.2.70).

This was a marvellous way of getting
rid of siliv old capitalist problems such
as unions, proper pay elc. And proved a
great way of making it for old RB. By
1969 Student claimed a circulation of
110,000, with 18 full time staff all under
the age of 20,

Richard no ilonger so little, siarted to
think big, and plot newer and bigger
plans. As an offshoot from Student he
sef up the Student Advisory Agency.
His fame reached America and Germany:

‘Richard Branson has been-promised

unlimited funds by a large psychiatric

institution in Philadelphia to start an
advisory centre for young people like

Student in London’ (Campaign, Nov.

69},

‘His next venture will be an arts rmag

devoted to the work of young artists

and photographers.. he plans to re-
vive Picture Post as a British rivai to

Paris Mateh. He says negotiations

with a TV company are now under

way to provide finance’ (Guardian,

22.1.70).

Of 21l the ideas that RB has ever had
‘the Nurses' Union’ is my favourite. For
crude exploitation of the low paid, with
insensitivity and callousness biding
thinly behind a social conscience, it

o e, el
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really does take some beating. Put
simply, RB realised that there were a
lot of very low paid nurses around and a
lot of people not covered by the welfare
state. 50 why not put the two together,
and have the nurses doing odd jobs,
babysitting etc in their ‘sparetime’ for
all the people willing to pay for it.
With, of course, dear little RB getting
his cut.

Fortunately, the scheme failed, after
being slammed by the Royal College of
Nursing,

Other plans of RB rested on the fame
of his Help agency. He was aided here
by the media and the stupidity of the
British authorifies. His Student Advisory
Centre was taken to court in May 1970
for contravening the Indecent Advertis-
ing Act of 1889 for giving advice on VD.
This hit the headlines and added to RB's
image as a young go-ahead editor and
general expert on ‘youth problems’.
Given all the ‘youth problems’ of the
time RB seemed to be onto a good one
here, So we hear that:

‘Richard Branson  became an

authority on youth, A huge magazine

company paid him to advise them on
their youth publications. German

television arranged for him to make a

speech against the Vietnam war at a

rally’ (Sunday Telegraph Magazine,

10.2_80). '

It was claimed that the Advisory
Centre

‘Deals with 500 queries a week, has

branches in Paris and Berlin, and

negotiations for a centre to be set up
in Philadelphia havejust been finished.

Branson says he has 250 American

doctors and psychiatrists, and he

hopes eventually to set up an advisory
centre 1n  every American state’

(Guardian, 22.1,70).

Yet in spite of ali the noise and
claims, little of substance seems to
have come from these plans. Perhaps
governments’ agencies aren’t as thick as
they seem. Whatever the reasons, the
youth of the 70s have not been plagued
with Branson advisory offices set up
next to the doles,

In fact, by the 70s Branson was in a
bit of a pickle (sorry about that). Wifh
the collapse of the student wave RB was
in danger of being left high and dry, a
forgotten piece of the 60s like the
hoolahoop or Simon Dee. RB tried
student Survey Limited (using students
to generate opinion polls ameng students
to sell to marketing firms efc), Student
Distribution {using cheap student labour
for distributing leaflets) and a pian to
launch an accommodation agency. All
in the end came to nothing,

Then he had his second good idea.
He launched Virgin,

But at first Virgin lost money; and
the new born-again Branson was in
danger of a still birth:

‘Discounts were often excessive; and

customers fiddied free albums by

claiming the first had been lost in the

post’ (Surday Times, 10.2_80).

‘v 197 Virgin Records was losing

12t..; «a51; and the postal stnike of

that year finally closed down the

mail-order business. In a last desper-

dte throw Virgin opened a record
store in Oxford Street...They went
on losing money’ (Sunday Telegraph

Magazine, 10.2 80}

What success Virgin had was a pure
accident. It was able to supply a demand
neglected by the major British com-
panies —that of the ‘literate rock fan’ of
the ‘counter—culture’ for imports. So if
became a culf. But its debts cantinued
to mount.

Things were bad; bankruptey loomed.
Like many a desperate little business
men before, RB tried a desperate and
illegal way out of the problem. In the
pre-VAT days records in the UK had to
pay 339 purchase 1ax, while those
for export paid no tax. He found that
by driving a van full of records to
Dover to get the pdpers stamped for
export and then driving back to London
he could save £12,000 per van load.
Unfortunately, after a few trips he was
caught by the customs and was put in
Dover prison for the night with a bail
of £30,000. Young Branson was terribly
shaocked.

Life after debt

Now as anyone from the upper
middle ciass will tell vou, when this
sort of thing happens there is only one
solution —daddy (actualiv in this case
mummy). Through all his plans RB
always had the security of his class
background behind him. Mummy paid
the bail, he spent only one night in jail
and was fined £50,000. That night in
Dover prison had a profound effect on
RB, he was a new person —he wanted
even more {o be successful.

This new improved Branson re-
organised Virgin, cufling cut deadwood
and salaries, and wildly expanding in a
final bid to survive, opening more shops
throughout the country.

‘It was the need to make a profit fast

which drove Virgin to expansion.

They pulled themseclves together,

went for efficiency, quickly opened

23 shops and kept the bank happy

with their rising turnover’ (Swnday

Telegraph Magazine, 10.2.81).

‘He paid 1t off (the fine) during

which it 15 said, his staff®s salaries

were cut’ (Sunday Trmes, 10.2 80),

And it worked. He clicked into 3
new market, vwsing modern high iurn-
over warehouse technmigues and low
paid {(high turnover} statf with the
image of the ‘alternative scenc’.

‘In ambience and attention to detail,

no other stores could touch them.

Virgin shops were informal yei

highly snob -thus irresistibly hip.

Instead of stark listening booths

they had headphones, dispensed

coffee and displayed a relaxed atti-
tude towards dope smoking. The
only rule was that they would sell
no music they deemed untrendy.

The places throbbed wilh excite-

ment’ (Sunday Times, 10.2 80,

To cap it all, Virgin signed Mike

Oldfield and issued Tubular Bells as
their first LP after all the majors had
turned it down. RB had stumbled onto
one of the great sellers of the 70s. With
that one record’s five million sales the
dreams of RB had been realised.

Virgin expanded and expanded helped
by the failing of EMI (they eventually
crashed and were forced to amalgamate
with the defence group Thorn), and
went on a wild spree of signing new
talent. These were the halcyon days of
the mid-70s for Virgin signings. Even
punk was soaked up with the famous
signing of the Sex Pistols in May 77—
after they left EMI. It was to be a short-
lived bonanza, but while it lasted RB’s
second wave of fame was chorused by
the media, with interviews and colour
supplement specials.

By mid-70s, the ex-students of the
late 60s were now mostly settled down
to comfortable jobs and plush stereo
systems. They had money to spend on
their tastes and they still liked Bob
Dylan, the Rolling Stones and our
Tubular Bells. Virgin, like the American
gtants, tuned into this profitable con-
sumer market, introduced differential
pricing and rode the wave that brought
‘underground music’ into big business.

Boom titme was to be short lived
though and by 1976 Virgin was making
a less of £22 000,

This time Virgin decided to get rid of
a number of uncommercial bands (Faust,
Gong and Henry Cow among them) and
trom then on to sign only on the basis
of commercial prospects, with no more
siliy notions of alternative, musical
work or the suchlike. Since then bands
have complained of Virgin contracts.
Ironically the one man responsible for
Branson's success, Mike Oldfield, is now
sueing him for a million pounds.

‘At the same time Branson has
in¢reasingly been keen to introduce the
most modern of micro-chip controlled
warehouse techniques, making the Mega-
store in Oxford Street about as friendly
as a Cruyise missile.

Zena Becic used to work in Virgin's
legzl department, but left on principle
after some people had been sacked.
According to her the staff didn’t join a
union because they were scared to (The
Leveller, 2.10.81).

Chloe Gummers tells how:

1 used to work at the Venue as a

waitress when it first apened. My pay

was £9 for working 6pm to 3am
daily. After it had been opened for
only two months Richard Branson
stormed through the door and
informed all who would listen that

“this place s losing a fucking for-

tune”. He then told everyene that

their wages were being lowered to
£6 a shift and anvone who didn’t
like it could leave’ (Private Eye,

10.10.81).

The contract that employees of
Virgin sign when they start work states
that they can be sacked for gross mis-
conduvt, including ‘being under the
mfluence of alcohol or drugs on or near

~ the company premises” (The Leveller,
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2 10.81), Grounds for dismissal also
include ‘loss of driving licence and ill-
ness or disability.

In short, Branson is one of the most
vicious of employers, who has mani-
pulated his ‘alternative’ image to gain an
almost 19th century control over his
workers

He hijmself is to be found lounging
on his Virgin Island, or more likely, on
his Oxfordshire estate:

“Woodfires burn in the stone grates.

Groups eat dinner by candiehght at a

long table shipped from Venice...un-

mistakable manner of the squire’

{(Sunday Telegraph Magazme,

10.2.80).

Like an old rebel made good he
muses on the past.

‘The BBC made an half-hour docu-

mentary on him. He ‘watched it

recently, with a crowd of young
people from Virgin, and reflected
on how greatly his idealism had
exceeded that of the present young
generation’ (Sunday Telegraph Maga-

zine, 10.2.80).

He fiits around buying up London’s
music venues, experiments in books by
launching Virgin Publications, then
closes it:

‘He closed Virgin Publications and

bought the Gardens. His hyper-

activity has left staff utterly be-

wildered. First among them 15

Maxim Jakubwski, managing director

of Virgin Books. “I really don't

know what he is up to”, a shell-
shocked Jakubwski told men. “We
had a £200,000 turnover last year
and managed to break even in the
first twelve months trading. Richard
seems to be taking a very short-
sighted view of things”’ {Evening

Standard, 15.4 81).

Oh the problems and decisions of
being a member of the ruling class! So
much, so it seems, that he’s unable to
share it with anyone.

‘Iln an American magazine he was

recently quoted as saying *1 am

determined not to pay a penny to
the taxman’. And he certainly
conveys the impression of a man who
will expand until he busts rather than
let the Inland Revenue take an undue

cut? (Financial Times, 14.11.79).

%o has ended one attempt to build
new and different structures inside
capitalism. The old days have long since
ended when vyou could think thal
because yvou bought 2 record from the
hippy alternative Virgin shop you werc
dealing wilh something slightly different
than the sterile W.H. Smiths’ down the
road. In fact, Virgin was always the
same as the rtest of the companies,
except that it probably paid less and
treated you worse if you were one of its
workers., But Virgin isnt bad because of
the personal morality of Branson. Any
company to survive has to compete.
With ‘atternatives’ all that this means iy
lhat the exploitation is hidden for a few
years behind a mask of wishful thinking.
[t ix most extreme 1in Virgin because
Virgin is the most successful.

BOO

Trotsky on
terrorism

Just after the recent IRA bomb in
Chelsea | was approached by a young
Labour Party supporter with the ques-
tion: ‘What does the SWP say about the
IRA now? His assumption was that
there must be some change in the basic
position we held during the hunger
sirike now that the Provisionals have
ambarked on a new bombing campaign.
This, despite the fact that many of the
prisoners in the Maze were there pre-
cisely for planting bombs and other
‘terrorist” activities,

But my questioner’s attitude was
quite undersiandable, even if not
strictly logical. In our society reactions
to terrorism vary enormously according
to proximity in time and vlace. If
Robert Mugabe visited Britain he would
he received at Buckingham Palace. Any-
one arguing that he was a criminal and
attempting a citizen’s arrest waould
themselves be locked up. But let Ken
Livingstone say the IRA are not Crimi-
nals, and he is pilloried in the press as
‘the most odious man in Britain® (The
Sun).

No abstract issue

In other words, at a distance, it is
generally possible to view terrorism in
some historical and palitical perspective,
but the nearer to home it gets, the more
it becomes an issue on which rational
thought is engulfed by emotional
blackmail.

Overwhelmingly the emotional black-
mail is employed by the ruling class
through the press and TV to create an
atmosphere in which the terrorists are
viewed as inhuman monsters, the cause
they fight for is damned, and the usually
all-too-real oppression they suffer is
ohscured.

In cpposition to this there arises, first
and foremost inside the terrorist move-
ment itself but then spreading to many
of its supporters and sympathisers, a
romantic herc worship of the terronst
as the true revoluticnary —a standpoint
from which any criticism of terrorist
strategy and tactics seems a cowardly
hetrayal,

This ‘romance of terror’ is infinitely
preferable to the hysterical baying of
the professional hypocrites of the media.
Rut it is still far from a sober analysis of
the role of terrorism in the class struggle.
And that is what we need.

One place where we can find such an
analysis is in Trotsky’s articles on
terrorism. Written over a period of
thirty vears and collected together in

KS ARE WEAPONS

the pamphlet Against Individual Terror-
jspn they are the best source in all
Marxist literature Dn_the question.

Trotsky’s credentials for writing
about terrorism were, of course excel-
lent. The organiser of the October
revolution and the builder of the Red
Army was unlikely to be accused of
pacifism or liberal prejudice. Moreover,
for Trotsky it was no abstract or acade-
mic issue. As he himself put it:

‘For us, the Russian revolutionists,
the problem of terror was a life and
death matter in the political as well
as the personal meaning of the term.
For us a terrorist was not a charac-
ter from a novel, but a living and
familiar being. In exile we lived for
years side by side with the terrorists
of the older generation. In prison
and police custody we met with
terrorists of our own age. We tapped
messages back in the Peter and Paul
fortress with terrorists condemned to
death. How many nights, how many
days, were spent in passionate dis-
cussion! How many times did we
break personal relationships on this
most burning of all questions!’

At the same time Trotsky is not
limited by the ‘Russian’ experience. He
approaches terrorism as an international
social and political phenomenon to be
assessed rationally on its merits. His
writings lift us from under the emotive
rubble on to clear ground of scientific
Marxist analysis.

Trotsky begins and ends by dis-
sociating himself from the ‘bought-and-
paid-for maralists’ who ‘make solemn
declarations about the *‘absolute value
of human life”*” and by exposing the
hypocrisy of ‘the bourgeois politicians’
who ‘pour out their floods of moral
indignation when their entire state
apparatus with its laws, police and
army is nothing but an apparatus for
capitalist terror.’

These words were written in 1911,
but they ring just as true today when we
have reached the ultimate absurdity of
advocates of Cruise missiles and pro-
ducers of the neutron bomb condemn-
ing the violence of terrorist groups.

But Trotsky does not simply estab-
lish this clear line of demarcation
between himself and the reactionary
critics of terror, stressing his emotional
sympathy with the ‘self-sacrificing aven-
gers' as opposed to the tyrants and
oppressors. He goes on to demolish the
case for terrorism brick by brick unt:l
not a stone is left standing. It is worth
following the argument in detail.

a0 Socialist Review
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He begins by examiﬁing the class

character of the terrorist act arnd com-
paring it with the fundamental weapon
of the working class, the strike, ‘the
imethod of struggle that flows directly
from the productive role of the prole-
tariat in modern society’:

‘Only the workers can conduct a
strike. Artisans ruined by the factory,
peasants whose water the factory is
poisoning, or lumpen proletarians in
search of plunder, can smash
machines, set fire to a factory, or
murder its owner. In ordet to murder
a prominent official you need not
have the masses behind you. The
recipe for explosives is accessible to
all, and a Browning can be obtained
anvwhere.
‘In the first case there is a social
struggle, whose methods and means
flow necessarily from the nature of
the prevailing social order: in the
second a purely mechanical reaction
identical everywhere.’

Trotsky goes on to argue the com-
plete ineffectiveness of terrorism as a
means of destroying, not individual
oppressars, but the oppressor class and
the oppressor system. |

“Whether a terrorist attempt, even a

“successful’’ one, throws the ruling

class into confusion depends on the

concrete political circumstances. In
any case the confusion can only be
short lived: the capitalist state does
not base itself on goverment mindsters
and cannot be eliminated with them.

The classes it serves always find new

people, the mechanism remains intact

and continues te function.®

Substitutionism

But for Trotsky terrorism is not
merely ineffective; it is also positively
harmful. It gives the enemy an ideologi-
cal field day, it enables police repres-
sion to grow more savage and brazen,
and it demonstrates that ‘the state is
much richer in the means of physical
destruction and mechanical repression
than the terrorist groups.” Abave all, it
iz an extreme example of ‘substitution-
ism’, of individuals or movements
trying to substitute themselves for the
actions ot the mass of workers:

‘If it 18 enough to arm oneself with a

pistol in order to achieve one’s goal,

why the efforts of the c¢lass struggle?

If a thimblefull of gunpowder and a

little chunk of lead is enough to shoot

the enemy through the neck, what
need 18 there for a class organisation?

In our eyes individual terror is in-

admissible  precisely  because it

belittles the role of the masses in
their own comsciousness, reconciles
them to their powerlessness, and turns
their eyes and hopes towards a great
avenger and liberator who someday
will come and accomplish his mission .’

This is the heart of the matter, the
basis of the Marxist criticism of the
terrorist as ‘a liberal with a bomb’.
Trotsky demonstrates the underlying
affinity between tefrorism and petty

BOOKS ARE WEAPONS

bourgeois nationalism, between terror-
ism and its apparent opposite, reform-
ism.

‘Whoever stalks a ministerial port-
foalio, as well as those who, clasping
an infernal machine beneath a cloak,
stalk the minister himself, must
equally overestimate the minister —
his personality and his post.’

‘sometimes where terrorist organis-

ations arise alongside Marxist ones

and have to meet Muarxist criticisms,
there is proposed a compromise
formula: “terror not instead of mass
struggle, but alongside it When

terrorist moods begin to infect a

Marxist movement itself, it is usually

this formula that is adoped, Trotsky,

however, will have none of it.

‘But this does not change matters,

By its very essence terrorist work

demands such concentrated enerey

for “the great moment”, such an
overestimation of the significance of

individual heroism, and finaily such a

“hermetic’” conspiracy, that —if not

logically then psychologically- it

totally excludes agitational and organ-
isational work among the masses ...

“The revolvers of individuzl heroes

instead of the people’s cudgels and

pitchforks; bomhbs instead of barri-
cades —that is the real formula of
terrarism.

‘And no matter what sort of sub-

ordinate role terror is relegated to

(in theory) it ailwavs occupies a

special place of honour in fact.’

This last remark made by Tiotsky
about the Russian Social Revolution-
aries at the beginning of the century is
confirmed once again in the relation-
ship between the military and political
wings of the contempaorary Irish Repub-
lican movement.

It is always dangerous to take the
writings of Marxist clasgics on tactical
questions and apply them mechanically
to their historical context, but there we
have a case of what might be called
‘principle in the field of tactics’. In my
view practically every word Trotsky
wrote on this subject still stands today.
They apply to the IRA, but they apply
equally to the Mujahadin in Iran, who
have elected to resist Khomeini's
tyranny with bombs rather than mass
actions.

Let’s hope we don’t soon have Lo say
that Trotsky’s comments apply also to a
section of the left in Britain. This is by
no means impossible, for the continu-
ation of Thatcherite devastation com-
bined with the passivity of the working
class movement might well generate z
despairing terrorist response. It is our
Job, by ideological struggle and by re-
building workers’ confidence and power
at the base, to make sure that doesn’t
happen. In this struggle Trotsky's
Against Individual Terrorism is indeed a
useful weapon.

John Molyneux

Ageinst Individual Terrorism s available from
Bookmarks {265 Seven Sisters Road, London
N 2DE] for 35p {including posrage).
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Jack [.ondon has becn considered the father
of proletarian literature in America. In 1929
the New Massey said of him:
‘A real proletarian writer must not only
write about the working class, he must be
read by the working class. He must not
only use his prolctarian life as his mater-
ial; his writing must burn with the spirit
of revolt. Factory workers, Farm huands,
seamen. miners, newshoys, read himand
read him apain. He is the most popular
writer oi the Amencan working class.”

By 1913, London was the highest paid,
hest known and mest popular writer in the
world. He was dubbed by many 1o be the
‘champion of socialism’, a prophet and
revolutionary.

On the other hand, he has also been dub-
bed a racist, sexist and elitist. The champion
not of sociahsm, but of individuals, of
supermen. There is evidence to substantiate
these latter allegations, for London aboun-
ded with contradictions,

Today. London is still best known for bis
dog stories, Books writien to appesl 1o our
sentimentality about animals: The Call of
the Wild, White Fang. etc. His *soctalist nov-
els still largely go unread: The fron Heeland
Martin Eden.

Jack London started work attheage of 13
in a cannery. He grew up knowing no child-
hood, no companionship, only solitude. He
became 4 pirate, tramp, scaman, prospec-
tor, amongst other things, thus providing
much of the material for his future writmgs.
His early life style bore all the hallmarks ol a
strong individualist, a loner, who lound col-
lectivity and all its implications intolerabie.

While tramping on the road London was
introduced o socialism, He heard a good
deal about trade unions, workers” solidarity,
and socialism. But he was also influenced by
the ideas of such thinkers as Darwin, Spen-
cer and Nietzsche,

London was determined at an carly stage
to be a writer. He was intent to do for hiera-
ture in his own country what Gorky was
doing for the art form in Russia, Maupas-
sant in France and Kipling in England. He
would take it out of the Henry Jumes high
society salon and place it in the kitchen ol
the mass of people where it would smell o
life.

His first political work was The Peaple of
the Abyvss, which deseribes life among the
lumpenproletariat in the East Lnd ol
London i 1902, 1t1s a first hand , condemn-
ing account ol his cxperiences rhere. The
book argues that this criictly used nass must
revoll as the downtrodden mobs ol France
had done, ‘craw! out of thetr dens and krs’
and bring down their exploiters.

The book still has the power to move and

WRITERS REVIEWED
Jack London:

The
overrated

rebel

shock. Yet it contains many deficiencies,
Drawing attention to the evils of capitalism
has always played a large part in socialist
propaganda. But the book issilent onfow 1o
bring about fundamental changes, of Aow
socialism 15 to be achieved. It Ltalks of reor-
sanising society and of putung a capable
manage ment at the head. But who his
management is to be London does not spell
ok,

This is not a problem restnicted 1o
London. Much of pre-First World War
socialism  was equally vague about the
means, assuming that socialism was des-
tined to come about as a result of the inevi-
table breakdown of capitalism. So perhaps
the wav in which workers arganised them-
selves in the workplace or understood their
conditions was ol less importance than the
way in which socialist leaders grasped the
overatl movement of capitalism as a prepa-
ration for managing the new society.

Elitism

The truth of the matter is that London
was pulled in the direction of seeing the
leaders as all-important in the transition to
sacialism, not the masses. For the person
who had the greatest cffect o him was
Nictzsche—nparticularly, the theory ot the
supermen, bigger, stronger and wiser than
athers, able to conquer and rule by teaching,
leading and chrecting the masses.

[.ondon's quick rise to tame and prestige,
the vast amount of money he earncd and
spent wildly, the people he surrounded bim-
selt with, all had its effect on him. e went
virtually uncriticised in the socialist move-
ment, Al the height of his fame he could pull
10,000 people to a mecting. Yet he wius his
own man, As his davghter Joan wrote in her
biography on him: *He suw himsell as a top
dog.... The function of others was to
comply with him.” The class struggle he clai-
med 1o have found was something he never
really understood or identified with, He
wrote about if, ves, but never lrom the
hattlehield.

The contradiclion 1s present tn The fron
Heel (1907) his best known socialist work,
Ttis written in the form of a text, discovered
centurics later when socialism rules the
eurth, which tells of a counter-revolution tn
an advanced American capitalism where
totalitarianism rules, The centre of the novel
iv occupied by the charismatic lgure of
Ernest Fverhard. a socialist leader{and very
much an idealised self-portrait), who s
eventually Killed when the revolt fails and
his comrades let hin down. The organised
warking class do not play a central rode in
the same way, though page after puge

reports on their magnificent struggles as a
perpetual challenge 1o the obligarchy.

London also protessed a belicl m racial
superiority. His idea of soctalism was to give
‘more strength to those certan kindred
races <o that they may survive and mherit
the earth to the extinction of the weaker,
lesser races.” At a time when the sociahsl
mavement was very much the movement of
a white working class, this can be explained,
though not excused—especially as
London’s racism was explicit and ugly.
When challenged, he stated: ! am first of all
a white man and only then a socialist.” He
asserted his racism publicly before the big
fight in 1910 between Johnson and Jefieries,
by stating that Jefteries should “wipe the
golden smile off the nigger's lace.

On the other hand., The froa Heelislull of
commetits on the brotherhood of man, of
the need (o use the general strike (o prevent
war between nations, ol international solid-
arity in the face of international capitalism.
This internationalism disappeared, as 11 did
for many other socialists, when 1t came to
the First World War, though his belief in
white supremacy did not help him choosc
sides. Should he support Anglo-Saxon Bri-
tain or Nordic Germany? He supported Bri-
tain. as he had British blood i him, and
ercouraged American involvement in the
WaT.

Muartin Eden was his next socialist novel.
A thinly disguised autobiography, the book
dramatises London's rise to fame, from
sailor to successtul writer in three years, and
the difficulties he overcomes on the wiy,
like Jack, Martin attends socialist mect-
ings, gets involved in debates. but reCOgnises
socialism as unattainable. Fle isan individu-
alist, steeped in Spencer and Nicetesche, He
tries in vain to keep his feet in both camps.
But finally, in despair, he commits suicide,
distllusioned by success, with notinng to
hold him to ite. The book was dishiked by
socialists at the time far is pessimism, the
hero™s inability 10 be happy and its elitism.

Throughout his life London continuously
tried to defend the myth about himseli being
4 socialist. So long as he wrote the occasio-
nal ‘socialist’ novel and gave the occasional
‘sircialist’ lecture, he belicved it and looled
miany others o, But his track record proves
otherwise. As his heahh rapidly deterio-
rated. his faith in socialism vanished. In
1916 he died. All the evidence points to 5U4-
cide. Mariin Eden was the prediction, The
radical press was generous to him. "He
brought the pulse of revolution inte popular
literature,” one magazine said. Much ot the
truth about htm was conveniently lorgotten.

Diespite his contradictions London sull
has an appeal 1o socialists, rade unionists
and radicals. The contradictions are partly
his own, partly those of the movement of the
period. His books are certainly worth read-
ing. though the legend has to be disentan-
gled {rom the lacts. The argument that he
wis an inspiration to other working class
writers is part of the dream of creating a
working cluss lilerature—which is sull to be
achieved. London’s contribution to it s best
explained by the fact that hus populartty stl
lics on the shelves of nurseries rather thanm
the kitchen,

Owen Galiagher
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Contours at the crisis

Shump City: The politics of mass
uhemployment

Andrew Friend & Andy Mewalf
Fluto £3.95

This book’s theme s the impact of
the crisis upon the working clays,
particularly in the inner cities. It
shows how ontapof the otd peogra-
phical distribution of
unemployment—with far higher
levels in Scotland, the North and
South Wales than in the South
East—there has also developed an
uneven concentration within the
major cities. The inner city areas
have become areas of deindustriali-
satton, with double the average
areas of vnemployment and with
the employed population very
much dependent upan jobs in the
SETVICE SeCtOr Or In sweat shops,
The authors take from Marx's
Capital the concept of ‘surplus
poepulation” to define many ol those
wha live 1n these areas. This inclu-
des not just the unemploved, but
other groups as well who cannot
find permanent emplayment in the
main sectors of the economy:
“Those 1or whom iong periods of
unemployment alternate with
dependense on tcmporary o casual
part time work; those participating
in the bottom reaches of the "hlack
gconomy’ outside the tax system; all
those who are dependent on state
benefits or forms of charity {1n¢lud-
ing the mass of penstoners, the
chronically sick and disabled. the

single parent Jamilies an social
security )l and those people who.
although 1 regular employment in
labour inlensne sweuted occupa-
Pl oT Lhe stale Seryioe sCClar, earn
wages sigmfbicantly below the natio-
nal average. )’

They supgpesl that this “surplus
population’ can constiute up o
half the population of major cities
like Liverpool. and ao cven higher
proportion  of the juner  city
population.

Many of the old institutional
structures of Britisl: capitalisg soci-
ety have begun w break down in
such areas, The traditioual sterg-
olype o the "male headed nuclear
famly’, Tor mstance, hardly makes
sense tn onaer London, where o
quatler of tamtilies are single parent
Families and where there has been a
rapid growth of single people (par-
ticularty  old  peopley living by
themsclves.

“The cvclone of social change thar
has enveloped family Il in the
past-wi T period has hoth destroyed
the working class extended tumilies
and progressively  Tractured  cver
larger number of the nuelear wnits
Lhat succeeded them. As this has
happened, the working cliss has
etfectively iost the baven of family
e which acted as o shicld apainst
the harshness ofenpitatisy urban life
o AS cennormic slupnation engen-
ders cut backs in public spending
and new wavs ol deaphinme wthe
surplus popuolalicon are sought out
by the state, the welthre {ines are

THE NEW militancy in the white collar trade uniens, the
pros and cons of single sex schools, extracts from the new
book Girls, Wives, Factory lives. Also all the usual featu-
res in this month’s Women’s Voice, out now, 30 pence,

hauled in and *personal problems’
are screwed Lo a new pitch”

Under circumstances, there ts a
growth of mental 1l health on the
ong hand, of petty crime on the
other. The only response known by
the forces of the state 15 to increase
the level of harrassment,
particularly—but not only—aof
black people and of youth.

Ry April 1980 ‘an ORC poll on
attitudes 1o the potice .. showed that
while a majority of the North
West’s population penerally had
contidence in the police, hostility to
and distrust of the police was high
it Huvton {(Merseyside) and Moss
Side {Manchester) and cut across
both age and race divides.”

The riots of the carly summer—
with adults as well as youth, white
a5 well as black, joming mm—
confirm this finding.

There are, however, lauits with
this book , both al the level of apaly-
s1% and in what it has to say about
the way lorward. Here all the auth-
ors can do s o mouth clhiches about
the “danger’ of ‘militant detensive
struggles’ based wvpon the *sKilled
ntale working «<lass’ which  will
“inevitable fail”. They urge a strat-
cgy' of ‘buitding alllances betwecn
consumers and producers and bet-
ween different groups within the
working class’. in this way, they
claint, the ‘richness of political
action and the depth of analysis'

'BOOKS

which the ‘autonomous black and
wWOmen's organsations have deve-
loped” can overcome ‘the ecomomis-
Lic approzches of the labour
movement”.

That is all so much nonsense.
Apart from the {WAs, ‘autono-
mous’ black organisations hardly
exist 10 Britain today; at best there
are small groups ol aclivists ina few
cittes.  The women's movement
hardly exists between conferences
or demonstrztions every couple of
years and, in many cases, 15 domi-
nated by wpper grade white collar
women whose attitudes and tradi-
tions are a million miles trom those
who toil in the sweat shops or iry Lo
bring up families on 3%, And the
‘traditional’ working class—
whether in manutfacturing tndusery
or in the lowest erades of whire col-
lat work—s neither all male or all
white. In fact, both black men and
black women are more likely on
average to be emplayed in manulac-
turing and transport indostry than
white men, with black male workers
being especially concentrated in the
large workplaces. And a third of the
workiorce in inner city areas have
jobs in manufacturing,  despie
deindustrialisation.

The problem 1s not establishing
‘alliances™. It s one of political agi-
tation and orgamisation, so that the
miiitancy that exploded i the mner
City areas n the summer can be
directed into the factories and offi-
ces where a good number of the
rioters work,

Chris Harman

Goulash capitalism

Do It Yoursell
oy tanos Kenedii
Plure Press £2.95

‘WO part of this story 15 true—just
the whole of it That 1s how Janos
Keneddit introduces his book. {risa
humorous and apt beginning to this
highly readable, immensely inte-
resting  and  often wvery funny
account  of  hife an Csocialist’
Hungary.

Hungarian dissidents are aware
Lhat most people in the West think
conditions in Hungary are generally
better than those in other East
European countries, S0 great is this
misapprehension that the Hungar-
1an writer Miklos Harasz0 was pro-
voked 1o comment that *No
Orwellian state has ever been so

popular with the free press™. And o

his book Worker in o workers saie
he did much to dispel such Western
ilusiens with his vivid account of
the grim and oppressive condilions
at tatory wortk 1 Hungary,

Janos Kengdil continues the pro-
cess ol our education with this bril-
lant  deserniption of  Hungarian
sucial relationships—all revealed 1o
the story of one man’s altempt to
build himselt a home. ‘

‘I only wanted to build o house,
In the process 1 was compelled to
andlyse. then tosynthesise. the ideal

approach to acquisttion through
the varous pativways of the muioad
network,  the moonhighter  syn-
drome. the pecessary scale ob bri-
bery and  corruption, and  therwr
requisite combinations.”

The descriptions of the process of
procuning matcnals, bribing wor-
kers, exchanging tavours and blut-
fing suppliers build a piciure of an
immensely  corcupt society, This
also results m hilarions retlecttons
on the dynamie of the system. The
scarch for cheap carpels, for exam-
ple. leads (o o boutigque which sells
offcuts of Danmish curpet. These
highly desirable remnanis are ship-
ped by Lthe loerrvload st irregular
intervals from o factory m
Copenhagen,

'‘God anly knows whao set up the
deal. Maybe iU's a foretaste of the
next Bve-vear housebuilding plan,
o which room sizes are adapted w
the sizes of carpet oftcuts.”

Such ponderings can egually lead
to i unconventional ook at tradi-
Lonal  phengmena. Kenedio of
course  cannat  openly condone
thisving—>but he does nouce that it
has  modified the effects of
hooliganism:

"I carher iirues hooligans vanda-
liscd telephone boaoths, tore the
directores to picces. ripped oul
cable, smashed the coirbhox for the
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money. Now they carefully lift 1the
plate glass windows of the tele-
phone boxes and build them into
the dividing door between kitchen
and diming room.’

Some sociclogist could doubtless
make a meal (or a fellowship 1n
deviancy) out of that. But Kenedit
doesn’t have time lor
abstractions—he 15 busy ILrying to
pbtain the ‘wnobtainable’. On one
accasion he picks up the phone and
by a process of name dropmng
manapes (o bluff a contractor that
he is an important enough perso-

W

nage to deserve a heating boiler.

“The fitters who dehiverad the boi-
ler weren't fooled, however, and
persisted 1o cualling me
“comrade—so much 5o thal my
wile too called me comrade Fordays
on end.’

Surprisingly Kenedii
comes a crapper on the
course through the system of shor-
tages. In Fact his tone sometimes has
an oddly Camiliar ring—romimscent
ot those sell satistied entreproneurs
who you see boasting in bars that
they have doubled the values of

rarely

-
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Women and the world of work

Girls, Wives, Factory Lives.
Anna Paflert,
MuacMillan

Women have entered the workforce
on an unprecedentad scale since the
war. This fact is obvious 1o gven Lhe
most cursory obscrver. But what is
much less obvious is how that entry
into the workforce has changed the
ideas and expectations of working
WOmer. :

Anna Pollert’s book isan attempl
to look at those ideas and expecta-
tions. She spent some tme in 1972
talking 1o women workers In
Churchmans tobaceo factory n
Bristol.

The results are interesting. She

looks at the methods of control
used by the emplovers, the women’™
ideas of work and home and rhe rofe
played by the union, We sce the
women responding to harasament
from foremen and chargehunds, a
one day strike and s eftect on
them: and their relutionship — ar
rather lack ol 1 — with the umon,

But this sort of sociol ogical study
has a limited value tn explaming
working women's consciousness. A
studv ol 200 women 1noa poorly
organised workplace 1 a cty not
noted for s hiph level of class
strugele cannol be geperalised 1o
the female working classas a whole,
The attempt to do so leads to 4
number of problems,
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their houses by getting improve-
ments made by ‘moonlighters’, or
jobbing clectricians working '‘onthe
side’ during corporation tme. In
fact the Mddles Kenedii describes
are not peculiarly Hungarian at
all—although perhaps more wides-
pread in 4 system of dire shortages.
And perhaps that's the real attrac-
on of the baok—it tells us a story
about Hungary which relates

remarkably easily with our own
experignces under capitalism in the
Wost.

Anna Paczuska

The problem here is that Anna is
deating with a factory of wamen.
The only men who appear ip the
hook are chargehands, foremen and
shop stewards who work in other
sections. All of them have a diffe-
rent relationship with management
Mroom the ardimary women workers.

The stewards see their role ascol-
laboration with management, not
leading  militant  action  against
them. But Anna uses their altitudes
a5 the standard attitudes of male
workers, instead of seeing that the
various ways in which they callude
with and deputise For management
increase their sexist and patronising
attitude (o the women.

The only way to make an effec
tive study of how women’s cons-
ciousness as workers differs from
men's would be to siudy men and
women in the same work, with the
same relationship to the labour pro-
cess, A study which bases itself on
wamen alone cannol be conclusive,

Anna herself admis that studies
which have compared men and
women doing like work bave lended
tor show that differences are not
primatily based on sex. They sug-
pest that:

‘It is not the gender uf the worker
which aifects work behavioor but
patticular technical, economic and
soctal condilions — some of which
are 10 be found more frequently in
men's oecupations than In womens

wWaomen employees have been
consistently less strongly unionised
than men; yetall the evidence points
L eaplanations not in erms ot the
sex 0f the emplovee butratherinthe
natore of the work situation, and in
particular the size of the firm or
ot

That sort of difference 15 often
yuite cruciad in developing workers’

ideas and orgamsatiwn, To reduce
working class ideas to men's cons-
ciousness’ and women’s conscious-
ness’ 13 a gross over simplification,

The difficulties are compounded
by Anna rating the family asegually
important as the preduciien
Progess:

“*Common sense” in Gramsci's
view, arises bhoth {rom “received™
ideas and from practice: from ruling
class tdeolopy and from making
sense of the waorld of everyday
action. And for working class work-
ing women this world is stmuita-
neously that of social production
and of human reproduciron: the
workplace and the family'.

The implication seems 1o be that
women workers are conditioned by
the outside worid and in particular
therr role as wives and mothers, but
that male workers are not. This is
simply wrang.

Anna believes not simply that
women are oppressed, but that their
oppression 15 crucial 1o the nature
of their exploitation. For her, the
fact that workers are women drasti-
cally alters their consciousness of
the world. In other words cons-
ciousness 15 affected pust as much by
issues of pender as it is by issues of
class.

Consciousness within the work-
ing class is uneven. The major areas
of unevenness are not on grounds of
gender. Male workers are not uni-
ted apainst women. There are a
thousand and one different material
reasons for differing levels of cons-
ciousness. Of course whether you
are a man or 4 woman is relevant,
but to claim it is the major determin-
ing factor is ta fly in the face of
reality. The same argumants which
Anpa documents as used by the
Bristo! women are often used by
most badly organised men, who are
also alienated from the union and
feel powerless.

Men too are influenced by factors
outside the workplace — including
the family. Marnage 1s referred to
by Anna as “patnarchal’, as if it
were an institution which benefited
the male half of the working class.
But marriage and the family are a
product of ¢lass socieiy awd have a
double edged role. On the one hand
they are supposed Lo provide a
haven {rom the outside world for
both men and women. On the other
the family also provides a con-
straint which can fead workers, par-
ticularly male workers, 1o keep their
heads down, to work hard and te be
upwilling to go out on strike.

To pretend that the male world is
the world of work and the temale
world s 1the home, 15 to deny the
double edged nature of the family
and ta turn it into a male conspi-
racy. (H ¢ourse, Anna doesn’™t go
this far, but the danger in what she
is saying is 1o separate men and
women mto two different spheres.

This 15 a shame, because there are
few enough books which talk atall
about women workers, Anna not
only talks about them, but allows
the women 1o speak for themselves,
which 15 a refreshing change from
most sociological studies.

Lindsey German
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very empty.

Meryl Streep and Jeremy Irons — starring
in & film that is very pretty, very clever and

Good book, bad film

John Fowles’ novel, The French Licuten-
J7t 'y Weomran, has become a very popular
book  probably for good reason., The
fiim of the book. directed by Karel
Reisz from a screenplay by Harold
Pinter, 15 also hkely 1o prove very
popular — but undeservedly

Jotin Fowles ook an  mieresting
theme:  the rglationship between o
Victorian gentleman, Charles Smithson,
his upper middie-class fiancee, and a
woman who is a semi-outeast as far ag
respectable sociely 15 concerned. Sarah
Woaodruff. He made 1t interesting for a
number of reasons. First, bhecause he
set the novel at the moment in the 19th
century when the aristocracy finally
consented to hecome the jumior pariner
1t the Brnitish ruling class, To avoid
complete extinction, it surrendered its
titles to the weaith and power of the
hourgenisie, which 1in furn used them
Loy give prestige and digmily Loy rule,

1. 1%, therefore, highly appropridie
that a5 a symbal of this partnership
Fowles should Tocus on the projected
marniage belween a member of the lesser
gentry, uncertain of his inheritance,
and the only daughter of a prosperous,
enterprising owner of an up-and-coming
chain  of departiment stores., Their
affection for one another 15 mixed with
cther, less romantic notions: for Charles,
a sense that the future lies with the
dynamic world of lrade and commerce
(however distastetul for a gentleman);

and for Emestina and her family, a

sense of gaining greater social status and
gentility {(however suspecl Lhese con-
siderations may he for anyone steeped
in the Protestant work ethic),

Secondly, it 1s intercsting hecause
Fowles develops these confliching yet
overlapping  values by  setting them
against the huge network of social and
personal  relationships dependent  on
ruling ¢lass money and influence: the
world of servants, prostitutes, and
significantly for this novel governesses,

The *other woman’, Sarah | is variously
seen as all three. She g also, because
she 15 not conventional, an  alluring
figure, representing 4 kind of sexual
and mnlellectual freedoem for Charles in
4 way that his fiancee never can.

Her unconventionality matches
(Charles™. He 15 an amateur scientist (a
gentleman of leisure had time for such
pursuits), but also a closet atheist and
heliever in Darwin’'s theory of evolution,
While this put patd once and for all to
Biblical idcas about the origins of Man,
it could also provide a justification for
the notion that if the weak went to the
will 1n the siruggle for exisience 1t was
just 4 necessary by-productl of capilalist
progress. Duarwin’s theory then, was
doubly shocking: either because it
destroved old, lraditional behefs; or
hecause it nakedly and amorally justi-
fiee\tl cut-throat competition.

S0 Charles does not share the pieties
of his class or the class he's marrymng
into perhaps  because as a minor

FILMS

aristocrat he knows he is a doomed
species (which makes his Darwinism a
fitting irony), Bul 1if he is a fossil-
survival, Sarah 1s the prototype of a
new social species, the more enlanci-
pated woman of the cnd of the 19th
cenlury. Because she is siall in a state of
development she 15 hard to pin down
and define; she represents @ process, nol
a tinished product,

Thirdly  and 1L follows from the lasi
point —it 1% an interesting hook hecause
Fowles reflects this uncertainly by
muaking his novel an  experimental,
unconventional one. There 15 nol jus! a
single ending, but two possible endings
{the second of which itsell contlains
variunts). Ife uses 20th ceniury hind-
sight te comment direclly on social
issues, reminding us that his characters
aren’i real people at all, simply words
on the page that allow him to think
through different possibilities.

In the ‘happy’ ending, the “hero’
marries Lhe ‘hercine’, having put lhe
tempting dangers of a scandalous llaison
hehind him, That 15 to sav. it is a happy
ending Lhat reflects the hypocrisy of the
period and callously dgnores all those
outside  respectable  societv. In the
‘unhappy’, inconclusive ending, Charles
breaks off Tus engugement and becomes
an outcast himself. After a hriel sexual
encounter with Sarah, he loses track ot
her, wanders the world before finding
her agdin (in a4 Bohemian artistic house-
hald), only to part from her once more
tor do they remain together?),

So. all in all, it's a siimulating novel,
ILInfortunately, i0s also an irritating one,
assuming an academic type of audience

seif-conscious and wverging on  the
prelentious. Sometimes its experimental-
1sm appears as little more than clever-
Ness,

It is this side of the novel that domi-
nates the film version. The director goes
tor the same ploy of selting off the
story against a 20th coentury perspective,
I'he actor who plays Charles and the
aciress who plays sarah are also having a
secret relationsinp, one thal malches the
twists and turng of the characters them-
sitlves. But the film hardly poes hevond
this to the social themes that Fowles
explares, These become little more than
marginal  concerns, simply  providing
period decoration to a film  about
‘personal relationships’.

So, what we're left with is a very
pretty, very clever, but very cmpty
film. There are beautifully composed
shols of Lyme Regis and 1ts surround-
ngs; Wapping warehouses make their
customary appearances to Lthril us with
their urban poetry; and we are presented
with lovingly assemhbled mddle-class
parlours full of knickknacks. it says a
lot about the capacity of the props
department to raid antigue shops for
Victortan bhric-a-brac; 1l says very hbitle
about the 1ssues of the period. If vou
enjoy pleture postcards, go and see the
film. If wyou want something more
solid, read the book.

Gareth Jenkins
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THE REVOLUTIONARY CALENDAR

NOVEMBER 1910

in 1914 4 revolutionary army marched on
the Mexican presidential palace. A famous
photograph of the tme shows the leaders
temporarily enjoving victory: cattle rustler
and bandit, Pancho Villa. s sprawled happ-
iy across the presidential thrane, while pea-
sant leader nulianoe Zapata sits beside him
lookina anxious and uncomlboruble.

These two men and therr peasant arfy
Jdid not stay long. They vacated the patace of
their own accord and returned to their home
states, leaving the place to the bourgeons
politicians, Rathersadly, howewer, the occu-
paticn wias Lhe symbelic highpoint of the
Mexican revolution, anc ol the first uphea-
vials of the twentieth century.

The revolution began mnauspiciously on
the 20ih November 1914, A mildly cecentrie
son of a land-owning {amily, Trancisco
Madero Jaunched his plan for the pohncal
reform of Mexico. Madero was concerned to
end the ruthless, 34 year dictutorship ot Por-
firio Diaz, who had opened up Mexico to
forcign camital, while slavery sull cxisted
and most of the populauon Lived on the
verge ol starvation.

Madero wanted to introduce democratic
clections tor the presidency. He spoke for
the middie classes, the small businessmen,
professionals and cvil servants who were
excluded from the prolits gamed from
loTeign capital.

Land and Liberty

The plan did not speak ol land reform or
workers' rights. But it wuas enough to spark
off a revolution that lasted soeven years, kil-
ling tens of thousands, and involving the
mass of Mexico™ peasants.

South of Mexico City, the peasants in the
state of Morelos. had been driven olf the
land 1o make way for expanding v gar plan-
tations. Their bitterness cxploded o move-
ment led by Zapata, and calling for *Land
and Liberty' they marched on the mansions
of the landowners., In the north, Pancho
Villa formed a revoelunonary army—Lhe
Goldshirts—with the support of the
landworkers.

Many others formed revolutionary
hands: some wanted personal power, others
were fighting for limited political reforms,
In the south and west, the Indian popuola-
Lions rose dagainst those who had enslaved
them,

In May 1911, Dhaz resygned, and 1n
November Madero was clected as president.
His first act was to call on Zapata and Villa
to Jay down their arms; they were a threat to
the orderly political change he wanted, and
their demands threatened the comtortable
middle ¢lass alliance he hoped to build, Both
Zapata and Villa relused o move, untl thew
basic demands lor a redistribution ol land
were mel.

Counter-revolution  followed.  Madero
was murdered by one of his generals—a man
named Huerta—whao ook over the preswd-
ency with the support of Diaz’ men. In the

civil war that tollowed, it
an uneasy alllanee was
Formed between Zapata and
Villa on the one hand and
the ‘“constiiutionalist’
landowner,

{“arranza, on the other.
Together they managed 1o
averthrow Huerta, but

Lhen Carranza swung

round (o oppose

the pecasantry,

The revolution
officialiy ended in 1917,
With Carranza as president,
the constitution was supposcd
1 fay the basis

tor o post-revolunonary
order. Tt promised land

teo the peasuantls,
but 1t also

protected privale property.
It promised workers' rights
but it protected the bosses.
Necdless 1o sav it was
impossible to implement.
Zapata again retused to lay
down his arms. He fought
on until he was betraved
und murdered in 1919,
Villa, finally defeated.
retired to his ranch, where
he was gunned down in
1923, The tragedy of

the Mexican Revolution was the absence of the
working class  lrom the ranks of the
revolutionary army. Under Carranza,
in fact. the so-called *Red” batallions
of industrial workers were sent against
Zapala's army,

In 1908-9, a series of major solidavity stri-
kes had developed in the mines, the textile
industry and on the raillwayvs. The political
teadership of that movement was mainly
syndicahst. Scorning the guestion of polit-
cal power, the leadershivy concentrated on
industrial and trade union issues, There was
no form of political organisation capable of
linking the struggles of workers and pea-
sants, Although the slogan *land and hberty’
moved thousands of peasants, the move-
ment had no programme Yor seizing power,

As a resuit, very little was changed by the /
Revolution. Although the country is ruled?
by the Party of Insutunionatised Revolution,

i reahity the old ruling class was simply

replaced by a serics of generals who used the

state for their own  benetit. Madero’s

demand that no Mexican president should

be re-elected has not stopped each Mexican e, ; @
president (rom becoming a millionaire, Qne "

of them Miguel Aleman 1s a partner

Hilton Hewls and has his mutk speciably . :

flown i from Jersew every day.

[n 1964 4 new revelutionary movement
grew up around a peasant called Ruben
Jaramilic. It echoed the old battle cry ol
Zapata, 'Land and Liberty’. Jaramillo and
his family were murdered by the army. T
Mike Gonzalez




