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*FORTY million people are estimated to be at risk from starvation in the
latest African famine. Countless millions more children and young adults
have been irrevocably damaged by malnutrition. Yet African countries
are still plundered from low cost raw materials and shamelessly milked
of billions of pounds each year to bolster the balances of western banks. -

® CHOLERA, which has not ravaged the big cities of Western countries
since Victorian times, is again moving rampant through the slums of Latin
America, feeding off chronic poverty and the lack of elementary sewers
and clean water. And each year billions are being pumped out of Latin
America into the vaults of the big banks.

® After the carnage in the Gulf, WARS are still taking their toll as brutal
Western-backed forces kill, torture and maim in their efforts to overthrow
governments in Angola, Mozambique and Cambodia - just as the US-
backed contras did in Nicaragua. Elsewhere, western arms, aid and
influence prop up dozens of bloody and repressive regimes against mass
opposition — in El Salvador, Israel and now even Saddam’s Iraq.
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of capitalism

Capitalism in its heyday speeded the development of science and tech-
nology, ushering in a huge expansion of the productive forces. There are
now easily enough resources to house, feed, clothe and educate the
world’s population. Enough resources to build sea defences for
Bangladesh, ensure stable food supplies in Africa, and provide clean
water in Latin America. |

But modern capitalism — imperialism — continues to hold the third world
in utter poverty, through systematic exploitation of the big multinationals
and banks, and the murderous austerity imposed by the debt.

A new world order is needed — not George Bush’s, but a new order built
on social justice and solidarity between peoples. But that means not
increased charity, but the fight destroy imperialism. We can make a start
by campaigning to cancel the third world debt.

See editorial p.3 and centre pages

INSIDE: Ireland talks @ Tories crucify NHS




A long tradition of stmgglo'agalnst cuts: Liverpool demo 1984

Liverpool fight contlnues

THE FIGHT against the nearly

1000 redundancies announced by
Liverpool city council is continuing.

Rotating strike action, mainly by
NALGO and GMB workers, has af-
fected a large.number of council ser-
vices.

Nearly 400 redundancnes were
‘agreed by a full meeting of the coun-
cil on 6 March, and more than 500
by a council sub-commitiee on 26
March.

NALGO s challenging the legality

of the second wave of redundancies

in the high court.

The jobs axe has far from finished
its work in Liverpool. The financial
crisis of the city will mean that unless
this present wave is defeated, many

 thousands more will follow.

The political situation on the

- council has been complicated by the

outcome of the local govemment

elections. Five ‘ward’ Labour can-

didates, backed by the Militant,
defeated the ‘official'’ Labour can-
didates imposed by the part leader-
ship. |

The five have joined with 20
suspended Labour councillors to

form a ‘Broad Left' group on the

Wales swings to the left

i

Home News

council. There are 25 Labour coun-
cillors backing council leader Hamry
Rimmer and another two suspended
councillors who have not joined the
Broad Left council group.

In effect this means that in Liver-
- pool there is now a right wing
Labour-Liberal coalition runnlng the
city.

The five ‘ward’ Labour candidates
won a total of around 8000 votes, in
a total of 50,000 votes for Labour in

" the council elections. This compares

with 90,000 won by the Labour Party
at the last local govemment elec-
tions. |

Lambeth cuts face
mounting opposition

by Councillor John Tuite
LABOUR councils have a

‘neat way of making their

financial crises disappear -

you hand the crisis to others.

to cope with.

Voluntary sector nurseries
closing down, refugees denied
access to Englzqh classes, the
elderly shunted to more
‘economical’ housmg, workers

sacked. The list goes on, as what

could have been a pohtlcal crisis

for the Tories is turmed into a

social and personal crisis for
thousands of sacked workers or

| tenants denied services.

Lambeth council is no ‘excep-

tion, despite its recently under-

lined left-wing image and the
witch-hunt against 13 Labour
Councillors, mcludlng the coun-
cil leadershlp

Having aroused the chagrin of

~the national Labour Party and
the Tories by voting against the

Gulf War and Poll Tax bailiffs,
the council leadership seem
determined to see through the
£26 million cuts process, and
alienate their supporters among
the local trade unions. Poll Tax
cap mg will mean another £10
million of jobsand services aban-
doned.

Resistance is mounting. Two
Consumer Advice Centres were
to be closed. The workers oc-
cupied the entres and have
opened up for business when-

_ever possible, giving advice on

welfarebenefits, housing, and fel
bills to some of the poorest in the
borough.

Locals bring in food and small
change in support. Having had
the telephone cut off by the coun-
cil, NALGO have suppled two
moblle phones. Now into its

The then failed to build it, ex-
cept in Lambeth. Lammbeth NUT
came out solldly in support, as
did many NALGO workers. It
was just a start to what may hap- -
pen as education cuts accelerate.
There have been huge lobbies
of committees by groups facing
closure or grant reductions,
anger mounting as a handful of
councillors sweep away services
with a small, ashamed move-

ment of their voting hand.

- The .black community have
been particularly vocal, as in the
year we commemorate 10 years
since the Brixton uprising, the
partial gains forced out of the
council and government are
evaporated |

There is a need to overcome
the sectionalism of the response
to cuts. Lambeth Anti-Cuts Cam-
{) ign (LACC) has been estab-

ished and begun the work of
building joint union/com-
munity actlon There is a long
way to

But there is a growing under-

- standing that the cuts canonly be
-met with solidarity, as each

group that begins by lobbying
for its own service experiences
the council’s refusal to take heed
of their arguments.

Lambet%;uNALGO is ba]lotmg
for all-out strike action as we
write. If won, it represents a
chance to focus a real fight
agamst the cuts. But a major op-
portumty has been lost. At least
six London NALGO branches
have recently balloted on stnke
action.

Linking up these ballots
would have been a step towards
overcoming workers’ fear of
fighting the cuts in isolation.
What has “the NALGO
bureaucracy been doing, as

R | | In Cardiff, Labour ran a bring Labour councillors to theird week, this example of how thousands of its member’s jobs
by E.Madden and minority administration. Here b00]§ . to fight closures is showing and services get slashed?
| DRhYS ‘ the result was different, with Plaid Cymruis noalternative. every sign of dl%gmg its heels in LACC s CO“lSlderm§ conve;v |
Labour gaining from Toriesand  In Taff Ely they are forming a until the counci mg a meeting of London trade -

THE LOCAL elections
produced important changes
in Wales.

In the Labour heartlands of
the Southern valleys, Plaid
Cymru(PC) gained s’ignifican‘t-_
ly. For the first time in its 17
years history, Labour lost Taff
Ely council: It also lost seats to
PC in the Rhymni, Cynon and
Lliw valleys and in Neath.

Anti-Poll Taxactivists formed

a ‘Council of Action’and un-
seated the Labour deputy of
Merthyr council. In these
Labour areas, councils brutally
lmplemented Poll Tax collec-
tion. This slavish obedience to
Tory policies caused the swing
to Plaid Cymru — a sharp rebuff

Liberal Democrats and winnin
control. In thekey Canton war
which saw a massive swing to
Labour unseating three Tories,
anti-Poll Tax activists mounted
a ‘Don’t Vote Conservative’
campalgn o
There is a clear pattern to the
anti-Tory vote in South Wales.

- Where Labour implemented
- Tory policies, voters looked

elsewhere to protest. Where it
was a minority, there was a turn
to Labour to test it out.

- Now the task of anti-Poll Tax
and left activists is to pressurise
Cardiff council to ensure that
there is no return to past prac-

tices — doing the Tories” dirty

work. Labour councillors can no

council with independents and -
Liberal Democrats — hardly a
left opposition to Labour. The
arty remains unable to con-
ront right-wing Labourism.
Plaid mru has shifted
rightwards recently, illustrated
by its refusal to back Poll Tax
non-payment.

Opportunities '

Paradoxically, both the in-
creased Labour and PC votes
represent a left swing by sec-

tions of the working class.
Though the left is not well-

pla
in the elechon aftermath.

Local anti-Poll Tax activists _

, opportunities are open

gives way

On May 1 London NATFHE
called a strike against cuts in
adult and further education.

unionists and community
groups to tackle this 1solation. It

can be contacted for information
on 071 733 5670. -

Unipart stewards

sacked

by Martin Anthony

UNIPART, the supplier of spare
parts for Rover cars, has embarked
on a new offensive against union
officials atits main depotin Oxford.

Since privatisation four years

ed and expelled from the premises,
along with the AUEW Senior
Steward.

All three had around 30 years |
service with the company and many
years as convenors.

to Labour. This follows the Pon- - the backbone of the campaign — - - I A further mass meeting was then
t; ra;dd and Neath by-elections, 19 efer claim that their hands are need to link up with the Labour ago, the union Ieafd[ersh!p tﬁasr?ge organised, which saw the sacked
ﬁ ere PC sharply cut Labour muslt?y ];(;k oiﬁema]onty. This left, given the leadership’s one concession ater anotnerto e o5nyenors argue strongly against

majorities.
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Become a Socialist Outlook
Supporter

approach
throughout South Wales: to

' Yes' I want to become a Socialist Outlook

| suppoﬂer .

| I want more information about Soc1ahst Outlook 1

i I want to take an orderof ...........

copies of Socialist

abstention and Militant’s sec-
tarianism. They can work
together against the continued

eftects of the Poll Tax on jobs,

services and local democracy.
The Labour left can use such
links to strengthen their posi-
tion and bring leaders to ac-
count.

Attacks on PC by student

supporters of the Campaign

Group of MPs, the only or-
ganised left in the Welsh party,
will not help. Their anti-
nahonahst approach has more

company. This has led to the accep-
tance of employment on short-term
contracts — something that has been
rejected in every other section of the

Cowley car complex.
But now the Unipart management
has moved to destroy union or-
'~ ganisation wholesale. Moves to in-
| stitute ‘team leaders’, a key part of
the process of ‘japanisation’, were
strongly rejected by a mass meeting
on 6 March.

An attempt by the management

to prevent the organisation.of a fur-

any industrial action. They pointedto
the possibility of legal threats and
recommended a procedure cul-
minating in a ballot.

In practice this took nearly two

- months. Throughout this period

workers were warned by Unipart that
any worker taking action faced the
sack — and that a ballot would not
protect them. In addition, the com-
pany organised showmgs of videos
of non-union compames where

- workers were ‘better off’.

Eventually, on 2 May; all three

1’ ki i» common with Kinnockism § her mass meeting two davs later |
Outlook to sell than theleft that must be built in b g y semor_stewards were offered a-
| N Wales was Ignored, with workers insisting  coz 50 buy-off — which they ac-
AL . i iiiiiiieeteereesaconsocosossssssonsoconesssssasssosassosencsscssssss : i ' ! : \
| . l The Poll Tax and its effects on  [abTASLARAY ft';om the tJnupart cepted. An important opportunity to
L AAAreSS: . NiResanssanasernassnnsanns | Jocal government ]ObS and ser- management to the unions’ repre- roll back the anti-union offensive has
.......................................................................................... | vices will be felt as the recession  BESUEUSES been wasted. Instead, trade
T- | deepens in a depressed area. It In the event. the management ,nionism has been all but destroyed
M S+ smic M4 caimcu s ami4mamateci4sedctrimtecun-anttsantaaensRasArOOONAANSOEDDEADS ! muq!ﬁ E\e a hmn Or Orga_rﬂqahop m'n‘s.e was S"'{Fﬁ At 33{?!“ the in a p!ant that was once among the
- - - e | : 3 rrox r::t*- - S g — *om mim Aeg hefarg § ) . . |
| TEE3E TUT T D002 OL0>. -0 I T 0 _ongon. Ng 2UU T it o i.:. E:,“e W ;e:*; Q::""G Cgy — .57 MITIES DS I g organised in the industry.
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and a human cure.

‘weather patterns may be af-

‘They are heavily populated
them to take the risk of farm-

- suffered tidal waves from
~cyclones. Itneeds an effective

sea-defence system and Ouaumg'f'or' food more casualties ofbtha capitatlst markaf |

A toll of not SO non‘ural dlsasters

‘Natural’ disasters are worsened by

NO SOONER has a star-studded inter-

national pop concert been organised to
“help the Kurds, than the catastrophe in

Bangladesh happens. Tens of

‘thousands are dead, and cholera — fast

becoming the modern plague -
threatens millions more.

The organisers of last weekend’s pop con-

cert could have organised it for many more

causes. On top of the crisis in Kurdistan and

Bangladesh, famine is stalking Africa on a
huge scale and a tragic cholera outbreak is
threatening millions in Latin America.

The disasters hitting the third world are
coming so thick and fast that
it is difficult to keep up with
them. But are they natural?
Just a series of accidents? In
fact they are not. Each and
every one of these “natural
disasters’ has a human cause

Take the cyclone in
Bangladesh. Of course a
cyclone is a natural event (al-
though the erratic world

fected by global warming).
But the scale of the disaster
was entirely predictable and
preventable.

Edltorlal

poverty or simply caused by it. These dis-

asters are accelerating because the third

world, in a period of capitalist crisis, is get-
ting poorer.

The desire to raise money to give imme-
diate relief to the millions suffering and
dying is commendable and should be sup-
ported. But not as an alternative to a longer-
term resolution of this third world crisis.

~ A major cause of the crisis is debt bondage.

Once a country is unable to repay its debt,
the World Bank and the IMF come in to
impose austerity —which means terrible suf-
fermg and poverty for millions.

The worst devastation was

on the islands off the coast.

because of the lack of land for
the peasants. Hunger forces

ing the exposed islands.
Bangladesh has repeatedly

much more numerous

cyclone shelters. But the rich urban middle .

class has spent a lot more on defences
against nver—ﬂoodmg, a small danger by
comparison.

Land reform and the investment for sea
defences could stop this periodic carnage.
Neither the International Monetary Fund
which polices Bangladesh’s economy, nor
the country’s rich rulers are interested in
either land reform of effective sea defences.

The cholera epidemic in Latin America
tells a similar story. Only an ample supply

-of clean water, basic hygiene and adequate
food can keep cholera at bay. But millions
of people in Peru, Colombia, and the other
“countries of the Andes basin do not have

these.

The left in Britain must take up the cam-

' paign for the cancellation of the third world

debt. Fighting the debt strikes at the heart of
the present unjust world economic order. It
is true that imperialism, the exploitation of
the poor countries by the rich, existed long
before the debt crisis— and would exist even
if debt bondage were abolished.

But the fight to cancel the debt immedi-
ately leads in to a fight for a new world
economic order. This summer the leaders of

the seven richest nations come to London

for their economic summit (see centre
pages). The demonstrations against them
are the opportunity to strike a blow for all
the oppressed of the third world.

The first issue of the new
newspaper-style Socialist
Outlook got a good
response from our sup-
porters and sympathisers.
Sales were higher than they
ever were when we had a

magazine . format. We have

had a steady flow of new

subscribers, and donations,

including some from people

we did not previously

know.

The good response has been
heartening - but there is a long

way to go before the paperisas

good as we want it to be; and
we think that we can improve
the level of sales to make a big-
ger impact.

Build on our success

There are a number of ways
in which our supporters and
readers can help the newspaper
develop. First %y making sug-

estions for improvements and

or articles. All the criticisms
and comments we receive are

being collated and regularly
discussed by the editorial staff.
Tell us what you want to see in
the paper.

But we need more reports of |

local and labour movement
events. If you have a proposal
for an article, or news on which
wecan baseanarticle, send itto
us at PO Box 1109, London N4
2UU. |

We need to ensure that we
maximise sales, and especially
subscriptions. Supporters
should utilise the opportunity

of the 2.50 introductory sub-
scription to get people to sub-
scribe. And we want sup-
porters to tell us of any left
wing bookshops which do not
get the paF

Most o all we need to get

money back from sales to our

office as soon as possible.
Socialist Outlook supporters

- who take a regular bundle can

help us by paying foritthrough
a standing order.
Socialist Outlook, in line

with our support for the |

Socialist Movement, supports
its new paper socxahst Inorder
that we do not clash with the

launch issue of socialist, there

will be a three-week gap be-
tween issues 2 and 3. Our next
issue will be out on 8 June.

O'UTiook

Who will improve
public services?

As election fever mounts the Tories
have carried out a gobsmackingly
hypocritical ploy in launching their
‘Charter’ for decent public services.

The only rational point in this offensive is
public services are in crisis in decay.
Anyone who has to use public transport in
most of the country, or relies on social ser-
vices, or can even see the state of the streets
in most major towns can tell you as much.

But the core of the Tories proposal is the
idea that wrecked public services are the
fault of the workers.

If you're homeless, then its the fault of the
NALGO workers at the council housing
department If the dustbins aren’t emptied
then its the fault of the GMB workers empty-

ing the bins. And if the tube is impossibly

crowded and dirty, then of course its those
ASLEF and RMT workers who've
sabotaged it. They must be held to account
through performance related pay and other
sanctions.

Norational person could believe this non-
sense. The services and infrastructure of
Britain are in crisis because of underfund-
ing, because of prlvatlsatlon and deliberate
run-down. |

But Labour’s response is hopeless All
Kinnock and Gould can say is ‘they stole the
idea from us’. John Major’s line that
Labour’s promise to improve thing all
round and not raise taxes is empty has a
point. .

Where would Labour get the money to -
renovate the NHS and improve public ser-

vices all round? Especially when Labour

says it will not cut defence spending. Espe-
cially when there are no plans for radical
attempts to redistribute wealth from the
rich. |
Labour s promise to 1mprove pubhc ser-
vices sits ill with the ‘we’re promising
nothing” line. Labour is promising nothing
because if it comes to power it will do so on
the basis of not reversing the main planks of

~ Thatcherism. Official party politics 1s be-

coming a ‘beauty contest’ where the three
main leaders pedal what are essentially
similar policies.

If Labour wanted to really defeat the
Tories public services scam then they
should expose its content - that of blaming
the workers. Neil Kinnock and Bryan Gould
are a million miles from associating them-
selves with anything so principled.
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Was tha obal done by Jlmmy K napp and other rail dmdn ofﬂcials a sall out or
a necessary retreat? The issue is now being debated among rail workers.
Below Is one point of view from a Sociallst Outiook supporter

Step up
fight

agains
sexism
IN

unions!

*

| by Carolyn Sikorski
WOMEN ACTIVISTS in the trade
union movement face sexism and

workplace and in their trade union.
Combine this with the sexism and
discrimination in society in general

discriminatory practices both in the

and the result — women are under-

Tube workers suffer

defeat on jobs

By an RMT Tube Worker

800 JOBS have been lost on
London’sunderground. Two
of the unions representing

tube workers, the RMT and

TSSA had voted 2-1 for in-
dustrial action to oppose
~over 1000 job losses.

But by the close of the ballot-

ing period and after London Un-
derground (LUL) had called for
negotlahons at the arbitration
service ACAS the unions felt un-
able to implement the action.

The two clear reasons for this
were a massive and unprece-
dented campaign of intimida-
tion by management and the
splitting of the union side by
ASLEF - the train drivers’ union.

Negotiations at ACAS 200
jobs and instituted talks on
rosters which could increase
staffing. Proposals to cut
another 800 jobs were
withdrawn and working parties
on staffing and pay levels set up
after the 1989 strikes, but aban-
doned by management, were
reconstltuted

The talks reinstituted promo-
tion and transfer arrangements
and extended from 18 months to
three years the protection of
earnings of displaced statff.
Nevertheless, large-scale reor-
ganisation of the ‘permanent
way’ and engineering staff,
which at this stage involve no

.

]ob losses, remains.
Management could move

- quickly towards the break-up of

these departments. Individual
line managers would control
their own permanent way and
engineering services, with the
option of putting the work out
to pnvate contractors.
However, it is unlikely that
ary major changes to passenger
services will be proposed this
side of a General Election. LUL
management is severely dis-
credited in the eyes of the public.
All their macho style has
produced is a £100 million
deficit and worse services. The
pubhc want better and safer ser-
vices with more staff on trains
and stations. Only a new Tory
election victory would give

managementa fresh mandateto

cut back in these areas.

ASLEF, the association which
represents 50% of LUL train
staff, collaborated with
management’s plans from the
start. |

Thev adopted a position that
thev would not fight for booking
clerks orstzanion ez Bosweorss
they did not ever rign: tre [ »s
of 272 train jobs - because there
were no compulsory redundan-
cies.

For the first time in living
memoTrV, oneunion negotlated a
deal with management after the
others had failed to agree, and

Socialist Movemernt
‘Trade Union Committee

Public Meeting

Unshackle the Unions

Thursday 13 June, 7.30pm
City Halls, Candleriggs, Glasgow

Speakers:
Judy Cotter, Livempool NALGO
Carolyn Sikorski (SMTUC)

This meeting has been sponsored by the Scottish Socialist Movement and
Scottish Labour Party Socialists. After the meeting there will be a discussion
on the formation of a Scottish sub-committee of the SMTUC..
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before they had finished ballot—-
Their national officials

stated that they would not sup-
port any of their members who

respected official picket lines.

Their local officials actively

campaigned against the RMT

and TSSA ballots and declared
support for management’s
plans to sack activists.

During previous ballots in
1987 and 1989 management

took no initiatives. This time,

threats of the sack were
widespread and backed up by
individual letters to the whole
workforce. In addition,

‘management imposed the pack-
-age while unions were still bal-

loting. Compliance with the
new anti-union laws meant that
the new arrangements were in
place four weeks before ballot-
ing could be finished.

By the time LUL management
called talks at ACAS, activists
were concerned that a repeat of
1985 was on the cards. Then, an
all-out strike called by the RMT
against the one person opera-
tion of trains was ignored by the
mawrty of the workforce and

~2= om0 e =oee off within 12
TSCRITS

[ ew ::: ::L.:: Srro2TOT The
AECSIOr T C2.. O cresTmKe was

The immeciate task is 0 gQeal
with the preblem of ASLEF. For
ten vears this organisation has
been the tail that w aoged the
dog of the Federation of railway
Unions. Atthesame time as con-
sistently refusing to ballot for
full amalgamation, ASLEF has
poached more than 1000 mem-
bers from RMT on both BR and
LUL.

The bureaucratic sham of the
federation must be taken on
board at this years RMT AGM.
Flghtmg for one industrial
union must be combined with
consistent pro aganda to defy
the anti-union laws.

The RMT LUL District Coun-

cil has an excellent tradition of
mass leafleting both in between
and dunng industrial disputes.
To this must be added a new
tradition of assembles of ac-
tivists which alone can organise
widely enough to combat
management intimidation.
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represented at all levels of the
movement.

This fact, which would hardly
surpnse any woman who at some
pomt in her life tried to get involved
in her union, has recently been
studied in some depth by the Labour
Research Department (LRD) and the
results published in a booklet
Women in the trade unions — actton
for equalily.

According to LRD only 26% of the
11 million women in employment are

~in TUC affiliated unions compared

with 47% of men. Despite this,
women represent abeut a third of the
trade union movement.

The bookiet contains statistics
revealing the disproportionately low
number of women on national execu-
tives, attending national conferences

and holding general secretary or na-
tional full-time positions.

Unfortunately figures showing the
number of women who are shop
stewards or branch officials are

much less comprehensive and only

11 unions keep statistics revealing a
contradictory picture. For instance

“NUPE has 71% women in member-

ship with 46% of the NEC but only
30% of branch officers. The NUT
however with 72% women member-
ship has only 29% of the NEC but
50% of branch positions held by
women.

Most unions over the past few
years have made some effort to in-
crease the participation of women in
their structures. This is a result of
women themselves demanding
changes.

The approach advocated by the
TUC is to urge unions to improve
women’s equality at work. Their
‘Charter for working women' outlines
18 areas for negotiation with
employers including patemity/paren-
tal leave, subsidies for child care
costs and occupational health issues
including cancer screening. The
TUC also encourages changes in
union practices detailed in the
Charter for equality of women within
thetr trade unions .

The Charter includes the estab-
hshment of ‘advisory committees,
holding of union meetings in work
time and representation of women
on union committees proportionate
to the membership in the unions.

However, the recession is result-
ing in steadily increasing attacks on
workers' existing terms and condr
tions and their very right to organise.
With a trade union leadership that

Slde by side on the pickat line women join male engineering workers

refuses to confront these assaults
the improvements in conditions of
work and any extension of union
rights (such as facility time for union
meetings) will be very hard to
achieve. |

In other words women are likely to
be further marginalised in the trade
union movement rather than see
their position improved Particulariy if
the TUC’s strategy is the only one

‘adopted.

The crucial area that is deliberate-
ly excluded by the TUC is the en-
couragement of women {o organise
as women in the unions. This means
that that such organisation is less
likely to be part of the union structure
and decision making process.

The LRD booklet makes some ref-
erence to women-only ‘initiatives’ but
gives little detail. Some of these
‘initiatives’ clearly do feed directly
into the structures of the unions.
However they should not be con-
fused with certain unions national or
regional ‘women’s committees’ that
include men and are not elected by
women.

In NALGO for instance women’s
groups in the branches sometimes
elect representatives to branch ex-
ecutives and national conference.
This structure was fought for very -
hard by women in the union over the

“past few years. However it is now

under threat as NALGO dissolves

itself into the ‘superunion’— NALGO-
NUPE-COHSE. The signs are that

‘the women’s. structure will be

dumped and replaced by reserved

‘places on union committees possibly

even being elected by men as well
as women. |

To discuss women'’s involvement
in the unions, the Socialist Move-
ment Trade Union Committee
(SMTUC) and Women for Socialism
(WES) will be holding a national meet-
ing in November. Planning has al-
ready begun and the special needs
of younger women, black women,
women with disabilities and lesbians
are being recognised in the wide
variety of workshops and caucuses
that wiil take place.

The SMTUC would be grateful for

details of women’s experiences —
successful and otherwise — of or-
ganising in their unions. |

Anyone who can supply infor-
mation or who would like to attend
the meeting please contact
Carolyn Sikorski, Secretary
SMTUC, 53a Geere Road, London
E15
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by Piers Mostyn
ALL BUT ONE of the parties
in the north of Ireland are to
participate with the Dublin
and London governments in

a process of negotiation. |
Secretary o State Peter
Brooke appears to have pulled

Sinn Pein’s failure to&ﬁéht tha Accbfd has helped to marginallse fhalr Influence on the situation

- The final stage, London-
Dublin talks, will formally set
the seal on the whole deal.
Thus, contrary to the media’s
hype, the initiative is not about

militant republicanism. It
failed. Support for Sinn Fein
was not significantly eroded.
The Unionists were intran-
sigently opposed. If anything,

- It can no longer rely on its
traditional role as majority
party, the occasional token
nationalist posture, and an al-
liance with the church. Political

mination, independence and
unity. The package will be sold
as ‘democratic’ - with the back-
ing of all major British and Irish
parties. Even the loyalist

off 2 coun in initiating the first violence increased. a Unionist climbdown. It’ssuc-  stability and a partnership with  paramilitaries have guaranteed
o ificanpt oun d-tabl% talks on Sof d cess would be in drawing con-  British, Euro&»ean and Interna- not to put a spanner in the
N%T;thern Ireland in 18 years oitene up stitutional nationalism into the tional capital are essential to works. So far the silence of any

The ‘bottom line’ has been the
objective of a new partitionist
settlement based on devolution,
and the exclusion of Sinn Fein.

The initiative should be op-

poSed. on this basis alone.

Excluded

It excludes both a party repre-
senting 10% of the six county
population and the aspiration of
the majority of the Irish people
(confirmed in recent opinion
polis) for national unity and in-
dependence.

Simultaneously the British
are drafting in military reinfor-
cements and preparing legisla-
tion (the 1991 Emergency
Powers Bill) to add new un-
precedented repressive powers
to uphold the border.

The last such initiative was
the 1974 Sunningdale Agree-

ment. That was based ona com-

bination of ‘power-sharing’
(government of the six counties
by majority rule, but with the
‘minority’ given minor execu-
tive responsibilities) with an
‘All-Ireland Coundil’.

The Unionists’ desire for a
return to the unfettered sec-
tarianism of pre-1968 Stormont
was politically unacceptable.
The bourgeois nationalist SDLP
had to be persuaded that becom-
ing junior coalition partner in a
reformed Six County govern-
ment was worthwhile. |

Sop to nationalists

Dublin involvement was thtis

- seen as a sop to nationalist
aspirations and a brake on any

Unionist misuse of their posi-
tion. The power-sharing execu-

tive was brought down by |

loyalist resistance, culminating
in a general strike. Their main
objection was not so much to
power-sharing with Catholics,
as to any hint of southern invol-
vement in decision making.

In 1985, the Dublin and Lon-

don gevernments signed the
Hills%orou h Accord which
sought to address the same ob-
jectives. Paper recognition was
given to the aspirations of

Northern nationalists and

regular consultation between
London and Dublin initiated.
But support for partition was
copper- astened.

The Accord was little more
than anattemptto realignall the

. main bourgeois parties against

ther

But the Accord did help to
soften up the constitutional
nationalists into accepting fur-
olitical compromise.
Under Sunningdale the all-
[reland dimension was there at
the beginning as an integral ele-
ment of the devolved power-
sharing package.

Under the current talks there
will be three stages that will en-

sure an internal settlement is-

agreed between the Northern
parties, beTore discussions
begin with Dublin. The SDLP
will thus have to agree to a
devolved six-county govern-
ment without any guarantees
about the South. |

At stage two (North-South
talks) the Unionists, will refuse
to countenance any institution-
al set up giving Dublin a say.
But the trap will be set. By then
it will be difficult for the SDLP
or Dublin to withdraw, as the
former will already have stated -
it's acceptance of the internal
settlement.

first devolved partitionist ad-
- ministration since the fall of
Stormont. How has Brooke
done it? | 4
~ First, the Accord notonly sof-

the SDLP, but also
helped to marginalise the

tened up

Republicans. After the mass
mobilisations around the 1981

hunger strikes and the electoral
rise of Sinn Fein, Republicans
failed to mobilise against the

Accord. |
Underestimated

Indeed, they underestimated

the threat it
since the ear
decline in the mass struggle.

osed. The period

The SDLP can now enter a new
arrangement with less fear of a

Republican-led boycott.
Second, politics in the South

are on the move. The long-term
effects of a national debt of

Latin American proportions,

and the erosion of its electoral

base, have forced the Fianna
Fail government to rethink its
strategic alliances. *

y 1980s has seen a

stave off economic crisis.

Hence Haughey, who o
posed the Malvinas war and the
Accord and described the six
counties as a ‘failed non-entity’,
has done a U-turn.

Gulf War

He b;reached the 26 counties’
neutrality by allowing Bush

refuelling facilities in the Gulf

war; he has embraced the new
talks; and is now offering ar-

ticles two and three of the con-
stitution (embodying the
aspiration to Irish unity and in-
dependence) up for negotia-
tion. |

Third, European unity is on
the horizon. Post-1992 socio-
economic harmonisation with

the North and Britain poses a

type of economic unity that is

far more attractive to the Irish

capitalists than the risk of na-
tional unity, with the dangers
of instability and a re-unified
working class. |
The result will be a historic
compromise of the Irish
people’s rights to self deter-

opposition (particularly from
British Labour) has been
deafening. '_

Nonetheless, it remains a
high-risk strategy for Britain. A
resurgence of mass nationalist
struggle in the North remains a
possibility and could challenge
the acquiescence of the SDLP.

Southern politics are very
unstable - especially given a
strengthening of the left,
reflecting dissatisfaction with
Haughey’s vicious austerity
programme. Even in Britain,
the Irish vote will be important
in the forthcoming election.

Link-up

A link-up between the left
and the Irish community could
help crack the appearance of
consensus. Socialists in this
country need to build such an
opposition and expose the lie -
that this is a democratic peace
process, rather than another
neo-colonial settlement im-
posed undemocratically and
upheld by force.

)

Bangladesh - much more than

just a na

by Oliver New

JUST SIX helicopters were
available to the Bangladeshi
government. With this they had
to deal with the devastation left
In the wake of the cyclone which
killed up to 200,000 and left 4
million without clean water or
food — a pathetic contrast to the
mighty array of technology used
to blast Iraq. |

Bangladesh itself felt obliged to
contribute 2,000 troops to this im-
nerialist war against another third
world country. Yet it has probably
suffered more than any other
country outside the Gulf, losing
$500 million in exports, Kuwaiti aid
and remittances from Bangladeshis
working inthe Gul. And many of the

latter have ‘disappeared’, to the .

total disinterest of Bangladesh’s
‘allies’. .

Bangladesh is regularly inun-
dated by water, either through the
flooding of it's two great rivers or by

sea storms driving across it. The .

whole country is low-lying and high-
ly populated, with an average of
1,700 people per square mile.

It is therefore little wonder that so
many people are attracted to live in
even the most low-lying sand spits.
but few shelters have been built by
the government against these in-
evitable typhoons for the last ten
years.

‘Thanks to the TV cameras jolting
living-room consciences in the
West, more shelters may now

bebuilt. But charity of this sort is no

long-term answerto the basic prob-
lem of dependency.

~ The horrifically violent partition of
India in 1947 led to an artificial

* boundary between Bangladesh and -
- Calcutta, where jute, still the main
~export, was processed.

tural disaster

Bangladesh was exploited by West
Pakistan and only achieved inde-
pendence twenty years ago — after
a war in which a million people died.
Sixteen of those twenty years have
seen the country ruled by military
dictatorships. Itis a history of suffer-
ing. |

Today's disastrous flooding
comes only two months after the
election of a civilian prime minister,
Mrs. Khaleda Zia.CAmerican state
department officials were drooling
with euphoria over the election
results.

Mrs. Zia, widow of the first
military dictator, was just the sort of
leader they wanted. To help to prop
her up, they wrote off $292 million

~ In debts.

~ This, said a spokesperson of the
State Department, ‘will encourage

‘Bangladesh to stay the course of

economic reform outlined in it's

IMF-gnhanced structural adjust-

ment facility.’ So they give with one
hand and take with the other!

An overwhelmingly agricultural
country, Bangladesh is also very
much at the mercy of india, its big
sister, which surrounds it. Un-
surprisingly, neither the Indlan
bourgeoisie, nor the IMF have
shown any interest in the construc-
tion of concrete coastal shefters,
any more than in the construction of
industry.

Mass student and youth
demonstrations at the end of last
year led the military to give a final |

push to Ershad, the dictator, and

usher in elections. N

But for Bangladeshis to have &
government that will act In their in-
terests will take moté popular
mobilisations. The revolutionary left
movement was crushed and forced
underground in the 1970s. Its re-
emergence inthe nextfew years wil
be a matter of life and death.
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El alaor

It’s hard

to make deals

with terrorist

~governments

by Gareth Mostyn

IT LOOKED as though an

important deal had been

struck in El Salvador at the

“end of April.

Forthe pasttwoyears, theleft

wing guerrilla fighters of the
FMLN have been putting major
emphasis on reaching a
negotiated settlement to the 11
year old civil war.

On April 29 the rebel radio
station Venceremos quoted
FMLN commandante (and
Communist Party leader)
Shafik Handal as saying that the
agreements were ‘significant

achievements’. Though partial,

they would have overwhelm-
ing consequences.

e past two years have seen
an advance in the FMLN'’s for-
tunes ona domestic front, while
the international balance of for-
ces have moved against them.
There has been considerable
pressure on both sides to reach

a settlement. | |
- The FMLN believe that they
would not receive the military
aid that would be necessary to
run El Salvador if they came to
power by military means. The

fdemilitaris’ed

right wing ARENA govern-
ment and the Salvadorean army
are very unpopular internation-

ally and in the USA. They are

too stubborn, anti-American,
violent, and overall a ‘bad
investment’ for the USA.

The FMLN have used all
kinds of pressure to force con-
cessions out of the government.

A constant military attack has

worried both the army and the
rich elite, who cannot make the
profits that would be available
if the war ended.

Meanwhile, exposure of the
worst excesses of the death-
squad government has won
powerful domesticand interna-
tional support for far-reaching
reforms. |

‘The main aim of the negotia-
tions is to have major sections of
the army disbanded. This
would open up the possibility
of sufficient democratic space
for the FMLN to participate

openlv in political life. The
FMIK

are proposing a
Ifl Sglvadogr in
which there is only a profes-
sional police force left.
As with many negotiations,
they get bogged down onissues
such as the shape of the table,

The end of Apartheid
~along road ahead

by Charlie van Gelderen

DURING his recent visit to Britain,
South African President FW De
Klerk convinced JohnMajorthathe
had gone far enough in abalishing
‘apartheid tojustify the end of sanc-
tions.

Major, of course, did not need much
convincing. Like Thatcher before him,
he was never very enthusiastic about
sanctions. For the black majority in
South Africa, however, the picture
does not lock quite so rosy.

At the opening of parliament in
February, De Klerk announced the

repeal of what he called the four

cornerstones of apartheid the two
Land Acts, which restricted black
ownership to 17% of the land; the
Group Areas Act, which prescribed
where people of a ‘designated race
group’ would be able to live and work;
and the Population Registration Act
(PRA), which classified people as
white, coloured, or black.

The PRA is being replaced by the
Residential Environment Bill, which
was described by the South African
Council of Churches as ‘A new form of
apartheid in a non-racial guise’. There
is no mention of the now disavowed
term ‘race’ in the text of the Bill. The
purpose of the Bill is 'to provide for the
conservation and protection of the
urban environment’ and for the main-
tenance of ‘appropriate norms and
standards in any residential area and
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mediation inthe setttement of disputes

disturbing neighbourhood relations.’

This will be enforced by govern-
ment-appointed ‘mediation boards’
and is therefore obviously designed to
continue the privileges which whites
have enjoyed under the Group Areas

Act (GAA).

Instead of the GAA we will now
have something called the ‘Less For-
mal Townships Establishment Bill’.
Again, officials will have ‘unchallenged
discretion’ as to where townships will

be established.

The repeal of the Land Acts sup-
posedly gives blacks freedom to farm
where they want — providing that they
can find capital to buy out the white
farmers. its proposed replacement,
the ‘Rural Development Bill’ gives offi-
cials ‘vast powers’' to decide where
blacks can farm, and imposes severe

conditions.

In the face of this. the ANC leader-
ship is continuing to act indecisively.
Having postponed its ultimatum to the
government from April 30 to May 9, it

has now backed down again.

Meanwhile, the slaughter in the
townships continues. The government
seem to be in na hurry to attempt to
put a stop to it and the ANC leadership
seem unable to do much about it. De
Klerk is quite happy to play off
Buthelezi’s Inkatha thugs against the

ANC.

The road to the end of apartheid is

a long, rocky and bloody one.

Internation

Not much room for negotiation

where it meets, and so on. The
past year has occupied this

.......
.........
.....

-

ground. - |

The hard-liners in ARENA,
however, donot want toseeany
deal. They see President Cris-
tiani, on the ‘wet’ wing of the
fascist party, as a crypto-com-
munist, ready to sell the country
on a plate. 'they are thus par-
ticularly pleased with Article

248 of the constitution, which

stipulates thatany changetothe
constitution must be ratified by
two consecutive National As-
semblies. In other words, it
would take up to three years to
confirm any reforms negotiated
with the FMLN. -

The recent negotiations were
the first concentrated attemptto
thrash out real changes to the
constitution. It started with the
easier sections, and so did not
include Article 248, nor, most

- contentious of all, the army.

There was an important
deadline for the talks. The old
national Assembly ended in
April, and the new Assembly,
elected in March, met at the
beginning of May. So constitu-
tional changes could be ratified
by both in the same period.

The agreements reached in-
cluded the subordination of the

: Salvador a forces shoo f discuss later

......
------
0 s

A s

army to civilian rule, and the
establishment of a police force
under civilian control. In addi-
tion, changes were made to the
legal system to safeguard
human rights, along with al-
terations in the electoral system
and the establishment of a ‘truth
commission’.

The talks in Mexico overran
considerably and were inter-
rupted by the right and centre
parties, who came to intervene
in support of their own version
of an agreement. The major
achievement of the talks was the
unanimous agreement on sub-

stantial reforms. These did not,

however, change the nature of
the state or undermine the foun-

dations of the oligarchy.

Different version

Considerable bullying was

- necessary to get agreement on

the reforms from the outgoing
National Assembly. It was

‘rejected in the morning, and

was only later agreed after in-
tervention from the US embas-
sy, the UN, and the President.
It subsequently emerged that
the Assembly had agreed a dif-
ferent version of the agreement,

al News ———-—___.__.__.._____

......
i

leaving out the most important
elements of the reforms.

Theresultis that the methods
of election of Supreme Court
magistrates and the ‘Supreme
Electoral Tribunal’ remain as
ARENA had argued. The
FMLN are now returning to the
UN, arguing that there has been
foul play. |

Though it is significant that
the talks have taken place at all,
a ceasefire s still a long way off.
It appears that the intervention
of the UN.is insufficient to en-
sure that the government
negotiates in good faith.
Without the backing of the
USA, the UN is a toothless
beast. o .

The Bush administration is
now slightly changing tack, but

~will continue to try to prevent

the FMLN from gaining power,
whether by parliamentary or

- military means.

Its latest gambit is to attempt
to persuade the National As-
sembly to elect Ruben Zamora,
a long-standing ally of the
FMLN, to the powerless vice-
presidency. of the Assembly.
The intention is to create a
democratic image - but in
reality the war goes on.

From austerity to epidemic

PERU is under a state of emer-

~gency with the first cholera

epidemic in the country in more
than a hundred years.
~ ltisthefirst major outbreak of the
disease in the Western hemisphere
since 1911. Alberto Fujimori's
government declared the state of

emergency back in February, when

the Health minister estimated that
300,000 people were infected and
10,000° were expected to die as a
result.

By the beginning of May over
1200 people had already lost their
lives. By the end of this year more
than two million will be infected.

- Eventually the disease will
spread to the US and Europe: but
here it will be contained relatively
easily, while cholera will remain en-
demic in the Americas for a whole
generation.

The reappearance of this grim
disease in Peru graphically ik
lustrates the extent to which the
country has moved beyond
economic crisis and into economic
disintegration. |

Huge foreign debt forms the
material basis for the political and
economic instabilty that engulfs the
entire sub-continent. Peru's debt is
$20 billion.

Between 1989 and 1990 inflation
in Peru rose from 5,230 to 7,000 per
cent. Only one in five has a steady
job and over half the population suf-

fers from some form of mainutrition.

Peru's neighbouring countries
are now staring their own future in
the face. Under the direction of the
International Monetary Fund and
World Bank the line of the Peruvian
bourgeoisie, in common with other

Latin American ruling classes, is ‘if it

moves, if it can be sold, export it'.
The aim of the export fever that
has swept across the Peruvian bour-
geoisie isto generate foreign curren-
Cy in order to service the debt.
To attract foreign capital, produc-

tion costs have had.to be reduced.

Over the last seven years this has
resulted in real wages falling by 27
per cent, alongside large-scale
privatisation.

Cholera is not a particularty dif-

ficult disease to treat or prevent. But
elementary health and social

provision have been in the frontline
of cuts resulting from the Fujimori
government’'s savage austerity
programme designed to reduce the
debt. - | |

When Fujimori was elected last
June it was because he rejected the
deflationary ‘shock therapy’ that had
oeen supported by the more right-
wing candidate Llosa.

Once in power though, he lost no
time in implementing such a policy.
In one stroke he abolished all price
support.

The poor are told that they should
boil their water fo kill the cholera
bacteria. They are not told, however,
how they are expected to cope with
a 3000 per cent rise in fuel prices.

Of 22 million people in Pery, 15
million live crammed into slum
neighbourhoods. Forty per cent of
urban districts are not connected to
running water and in many areas
there is only one tap per 1000
people.

~Millions of dollars in emergency
aid are needed now. But the only
effective long-term measure is an
adequate supply of clean water. This -
needs the development of large in-
frastructural projects as part of an
extensive and radical health and so-
cial programme.

Such programmes however, and
a life free from disease and poverty,
will not be handed out by charity.
They will be won by the political
struggle in. which the Peruvian
people are now engaged.

Roland Wood

Peru Support Group
20 Compton Terrace
London, N1 2UN.




Yugoslavia - Collapsing Fast

The break-up of the state of Yugoslavia, in all
probability through civil war, draws closer every day.
The problems faced by the near impotent federal
presidency headed by Ante Markovic are not purely
those of national conflict. |

A quarter of Yugoslav firms have already col
lapsed and unemployment has soared past the 20%
mark. But the often conflicting national aspirations
of the Serb, Croat and Albanian sections of the
population (among others) have dominated the
scene. |

Brazil — economy minister
- resigns
Along with her team of economic advisers the
economy minister of Brazil, Zelia Cardosa de Mello,
was forced to resign last week after President Collor

withdrew his support for her. She had rather embar-
rassed Collor's ‘business-like’ image by saying that

Brazil couldn't afford to keep its foreign debt repay-

ments up to date.

Collor with his new economy minister,
banker Marcilio Marques Moreira, look ready to
accept the IMF’s latest and most savage austerity
| package for the country, tempted by the carrot of a

- $1.2 billion standby loan. The plan is very similar to
that which the Mexican government iS now im-
plementing. |

The managing director of the IMF, Michel Cam-
dessus, wants Brazil to ‘eliminate its $122 billion
debt problem’ within three years. Who's kidding
who? - |

' Italian Communists Organise

The abandonment of any commitment to Mar-
xism and class struggle by the mainstream Italian
Communist Party has led to a split, with a substantial
portion of its base preparing to form a new party. In

February the ltalian Communist congress in Rimini
changed the name of the party to ‘Party of the
Democratic Left', removing any reference to tradr

tional communist goals.

Dissidents will hold a congress in November to
establish a new party. So far 144,000 membership
cards for the new party have been distributed. Lead-
ing figures include Cossuta, long-time leader of the
old pro-Soviet tendency in the PCI and Garravini,
former trade union leader and PCl deputy.

The main Italian far left organisation Democratic
Proletaria (DP) seems certain to go into the new

party. _ -
US Marine faces death penalty

Erik Larsen, a US Marine Reservist who cam-
paigned against the Gulf'war, now faces the death
penalty for ‘desertion in time of war'. Out of the 3000
| or so Gl registers who spoke out against the war,
Larsen is the first to be charged with desertion.

~ His civilian attomey, Robert Rivkin, represented
thousands of contientious objectors since the Viet-
- pam war. He maintains that the Marine Comps acted
llegally in issuing Larsen's activation order for
deployment to Saudi Arabia in February. He says
that there was an unnecessary delay in processing
-the soldier's application for contientious objector
status.

The anti-war movement in the US is mobilising
support both for Larsen and also Tahan Jones, a
black marine and prominent anti-war activist, who is
expected to face the same charges when he gives
himself up soon. -

‘Tory backs Labor

While he was Tory Party treasurer in Britain, Lord
- McAlpine was busy supporting the Labor Party elec-
tion campaign in Australia during 1985. The embar-
rassing news came to light during an inquiry into the
suspect wheeler-dealing around the Government of
| Western Australia. | R
| McAlpine has large business interests in the state
| and has never denied the close relationship he has
with the ultra right-wing Labor Party. He said at the
| time ‘| am the treasurer of the British Conservative
| Party. | don't find my strong conservative
1 philosophies incompatible with the Labor Party in
| Australia’. Enough said really...

former |

‘secession — man
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Gorbachev
under siege

IN RECENT months Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev has faced an -
unprecedented combination of political

threats.

A third of the Soviet Union’s miners took
industrial action, demanding a wage
increase of more than 200%, as well as.
Gorbachev’s resignation. At the same time,
Russian premier Boris Yeltsin launched a
bitter new struggle for power. PATRICK

BAKER looks at the political situation in the

Soviet Union today.

THE NINE WEEK strike

by Soviet miners now
looks close to an end, but
Gorbachev’s problems
are far from solved. The
authority of the state ap-
paratus is under siege.
Other sectors of workers
are now threatening action,
encouraged by the miners’
partial success, while the

Soviet republics’ stmﬁgle |

for independence gat
momentum.

Armed force

Meanwhile, Gorbachev’s
response to the continuing

dispute over Nagorno
Karabakh has been the tried

ers

and tested method of the

stalinist bureaucracy -
armed intervention on a
massive scale.

This has been combined
with warnings of the
economic consequences of
of the
republics are stil heavily
subsidised by the central
state.

Lost production

The miners’ strike has
cost the Soviet economy
more than seven million
tonnes of lost production, as
well as providing an ex-
ample of militant struggle

~ for both political and

economic objectives.
Though some miners in

'the Kuzbass and Vorkuta

are still sceptical of govern-
ment promises, and have
pledged to continue the ac-
tion until they have cast-
iron evidence that these will
be fulfilled, a settlement
now seems likely.

But Gorbachev has lost
the battle in a number of
respects — even if miners
haven’t yet achieved their
demand for his resignation.

Ofther sections of
workers, including Siberian
oil and gas workers, are
now threatening action in
support of wage claims and
in opposition to

- Gorbachev’s draconian

{Jrogra-mme of anti-union
aws. They have also raised
the demand for
Gorbachev’s resignation.
In addition, the transfer
of mines to the control of the
Russian republic will clear-
ly fuel the USSR’s move-

ments for national

ond to Yeltsin’s pians for a market economy?

O'iTLooK
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power to the Russian
republic provide an answer

for the miners, who have

led the struggle in support
of decent wages and

workers’ control since .

1989?

The deal may answer
some grievances in relation
to central state control,
thouih vague promises of
‘worker management’ are
unlikely to materialise.

‘But the real aim, from the

| viewpoint of Yeltsin’s ad-

ministration, is betrayed in
the statement that ‘the deal
involved a transfer to
market relations’.

Shatalin Plan

Given Yeltsin’s consis-
tent advocacy of rapid
marketisation, including
the Shatalin Plan for
marketisation of the Soviet
economy in 500 days,
miners may be in for a

shock.

The destruction of the
Polish and east German
economies over the last year

"is an indicator of what such

plans involve. It was ex-
plained quite clearly at a
recent economic conference
in Moscow, organised by
the American far-right
‘Cato Institute’ that: ’%he
Soviet industrial base has to
be wiped out’. f
Such views may not be
those of the mainstream yet
— though prime minister
Pavlov leans heavily in this
direction. But President

Gorbachev is responding to

the repeated threats to the

independence.

Weakened

This weakening
of central control of
the economy, coin-
ciding with rallies.
of hundreds of
thousands in the
Baltic republics,
reflects the crisis of
the central stateap-
paratus. It will un-
doubtedly
strengthen the
position of Russian
premier Boris
Yeltsin i1 his chal-
lenge (o Gor-
bachev for ul-
timate power in
the Soviet state.

He quickly
moved to con-
solidate his new-
found strength
with the estab-
lishment of a Rus-
sian branch of the
KGB. But does this

—
}
i
!
I
|
i
|
|
I
|
|
!
I
|
l
i
|
|
|
|
|
!
|

devolution of |

L

International

A fortnightly
review of news
and analysis
published by
the United
Secretariat of
the Fourth
International
Subscription
1 year £21 1

6 months £11 [

.

No. 2

3

federal state, and thus to his
position, with increasing
desperation. | |
It now appears that he
may be moving to transfer
his vast array of personal
powers from paper to prac-
tice. As before, the testing

'grpund appears to be the

crisis-torn regions of Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan.
Serious fighting is now
raging over the disputed
enclave of Nagorno
Karabakh. But it has al-
ready been claimed that
Soviet troops are exacerbat-
ing the conflict, and even
involved in sectarian
slaughter. |
Whatever the precise
details, experience teaches
us that the heavy hand of
the stalinist military ap-
paratus will not solve such
roblems. Indeed, the
ureaucracy’s repression of
national struggles lies at the
ori%im of many . such
problems. |

No alternative
The outlook for the

Soviet Union looks bleak.

With the strengthening of

- the hand of Boris Yeltsin,

Gorbachev’s ability to hold
the union together must be
in question. No serious
political alternative is on
offer. ’ |

However, the struggles
of the Soviet peoples for
their national rights and

~living standards will con-
tinue. It is only through
these struggles that a posi-
tive solution will emerge.
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Fighting for food supplies In one of a catalogue of refugee camps in today'’s third world

- Banking o

The poor third world
countries are getting poorer.
central cause of their misery js
| the austerity measures
imposed by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank to cope with the
- $1200 billion owed to the

* West. The debt crisis is
literally murdering thousands
annually. Here SAM INMAN
looks at the background to the
Crisis. | -

WHEN THE MEXICAN government
announced in August 1982 that it
faced bankruptcy and might not be
able to pay its debt, shock waves
spread through the international
banking system.

Mexico was not the first state to face
insolvency - other third world countries
were in a similar position — but the sheer
scale of its debt threatened a major crisis
in the world economy. j

- - Mexico was the world’s biggest debtor
after Brazil, owing some 10 per cent of the
world total. Letting Mexico default

By

-

QOO0
L,

- through threatenin

would have signalled to other countries
“that this was a way out for them too.

An international bank crash was only
averted by arescue plan cobbled together
by governments, private banks and the
IMF. -

Short-term relief for the bankers
though, merely served to extend the bur-
den of debt on the third world. Debts
were not written off but simply res-
cheduled for payment at a future date.
Even tougher austerity measures were
laid down by the IMF and third world
governments were strong-armed into ac-
cepting these penalties. The debt crisis

- has continued to deepen, rising from $763
billion in 1982 to over $12(0 billion today,
and it remains just as unsolved today as
it was nine years ago.

What are the fundamental reasons for

- thedebt? Foreigndebt is nothing new. All
the imperialist powers were originally
buiit on it and still éorge on it today. In
fact the largest debtor country in the
world is the USA - although it has the
immense advantage of being simply able
to print more dollars. Unlike Brazil,
Sudan or Bangladesh.

In fact the third world debt trap dates
back to the last century. In those days
payment of debts was enforced militarily.
Today the IMF imposes debt repayment

to cut oft future

credits -which would make new imports

‘ While millions go hungry, third world countries export food to the west
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Third world faces $1200 billion debt

N Miser

impossible and financially wreck the
countries concerned.

Bretton Woods

The IMF came into existence at the end
of the second world war However, its
roots lie in plans that were drawn up
during the war to ensure the expansion of
US capital in the post-war era and thus
increase the economic and political
hegemony of the US.

The founding conference of the IMF
took place in 1944 at Bretton Woods in the
US. Most third world countries were still
under the yoke of the colonial powers.
Not surprisingly, the interests of the
colonial and semi-colonial world were
not represented here.

What the key imperialist players
wanted was a plan that could avoid a
repetition of the world economic crisis of
the 1920s which had facilitated the rise of
the Nazis in Germany and consequently
the second world war.

The main players in the conference
were Britain and the US. It was inevitable
given the declining role of sterling and
the ascendency of t
ests won the day. Stalin’s representatives
werealso present, but in the era of ‘peace-
ful coexistence’ and ‘socialism in one
country’ they had no impact on the out-
come of the talks — indeed the Soviet
Union has still not (yet) joined the IMF.

Whilst there was agreement between
the main imperialist powers around the
pillars of the ‘new order’ (free world
trade, fixed exchange rates and equal
treatment for trading partners) there was
disagreement over what to do about

alance-of-payments deficits - foreign
debt.

John Maynard Keynes,-leader of the
British delegation, proposed a plan for
countries with a surplus to finance the
deficits of others. Both debtors and
creditors would end up paying towards

~ the imbalances.
IMF

Realising that in the future it would
have high balance-of-payments
surpluses, the US rejected Keynes's plan.

edollar that USinter-
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George Bush: The west has no doubt where its next meal Is
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Fighting back against the international bosses

Instead they pushed through a plan to
put the burden of debt onto the debtor
countries themselves. The IMF would be
responsible for short-term debt aid and in
conjunction the World Bank was setup to
provide lozé-term development aid.

Since 1945 membership of the IMF has
been crucial to third world states to en-
sure credit for imports and development.
But IMF “aid” is always on the terms of the
capitalist West.

Real power in the IMF lies with the US,
Britain, France, Germany and Japan - but
with the US as overwhelmingly the
dominant power. ~

If debt has always been a problem for
the third world, the present chronic crisis
started at the beginning of the 1970s.

The 1973 Arab-Israeli war led to the
Arab states using oil prices as a weapon
against the West. In October 1973 OPEC
doubled the price of oil , then in Decem-
ber doubled it again. |

Rich oil producing states were conse-
quently awash with financial surpluses
which they deposited in European, and
especially American, banks. Eager to
make profits from these deposits the
banks then turned to lend these
‘petrodollars’ to countries in the third
world. The huge amounts of money lent
to the third world were rarely used
productively by those countries’ rulers,
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Centre Stage

Street seller in Mexico City

millions

ut generally for ‘prestige’ projects, ar-
aments or even salted away in private
ortunes in Swiss bank accounts.
Butalthough the oil crisis gave thedebt
roblem a special twist, in fact it had been
ccelerating since the 1960s.

Oil Crisis
In 1960 third world debt had stood at

$18 billion. By 1970 it had shot up to $75
billion. At the beginning of the oil crisis it

was $112 billion. These figures show that

there has been a long term worsening of
the overall position of the third world
countries which has progressively wor-
sened their debt situation. ~
In 1950 the share of world trade in-
volving third world countries was 32 per
cent. By 1970 it had,fallen to 17 per cent.
High inflation in the advanced capitalist
economies pushed up the costs ofimports
to the semi-colonial world even further.

Banks

Between 1973 and 1982 there was a
mass explosion of loans to the third
world. As the recession deepened the
debtor countries were forced to borrow

more and more purely to service
the interest on these loans.

After the near disaster with
Mexico in 1982, the IMF stepped
in much hgrder to keep the semi-
colonial world in line. Debts were
rescheduled through IMF
negotiations and debtor govern-
ments forced to adhere to a strict
IMF ’‘stabilisation programme’.
These adjustment policies are
used to control the debts of more
than 80 per cent of loans granted.

Their effects are devastating for
the peoples of the semi-colonial
world.

Governments are told to cut
spending on welfare, subsidies on
food and housing, cut wages,
deflate and restrict credit, devalue
the currency, and of course en-
courage ’‘free enterprise’ and
foreign investment.

In order to force through these
austerity measures state terrorism
and repression are often used
against workers and peasants who or-
ganise or who are suspected of organis-
ing opposition to the onslaught.

The facts speak for themselves. In 1970
Africa fed itself. By 1984 140 million out

of 531 million African people were being

fed on imported grain. Today 29 million
people in this continent face starvation in
the coming weeks. .

AIDS

Millions of people worldwide die from
preventable disease each year. The
cholera epidemic now sweeping Latin
America is not caused by an “act of God'.

Itis caused by poor sanitation and lack of

investment in local infrastructure and
healthcare — all of which have been cut
back because of IMF-imposed austerity
programmes.

The AIDS crisis in many third world
countries, and events like the diaster in
Bangladesh, have the sameroots in world
poverty.

There is increasing concern that the
debt will never be finally repaid. As a
result, new and not-so-new methods are
being employed to seize the assets of deb-

tors. The secondary market in foreign

debt is growing rapidly. This means that

B2

a third party buys up a portion of debt at
discount, and thentrades it for some asset
of the debtor.

Another idea which is already widely
being put into practice is ‘debt for equity’
swaps. In other words, the banks annul
part of the debt in exchange for owner-
ship of industries and businesses in the
debtor countries. This just increases the
economic stranglehald of the capitalist
world over the South.

Sanctions

How can the third world break out of
the debt crisis? For an individual country
it is incredibly difficult to repudiate its
debt. Repudiation of the debt would lead
to an immediate cut off of credits, and the

debtor country would be unable to gain

loans and foreign currency to buy im-
ports. Trade sanctions by the US and
other Western countries would devastate

the economy of a country which

defaulted on its debt.

Repudiating the debt could only be
realistically achieved by a series of major
countries like Brazil and Mexico acting
together. The main obstacle to that of
course is that a full-scale confrontation
with the imperialist powers is not in the
interests of the capitalist leaders of most
third world countries. Repudiating the
debt is a task of revolutionary propor-
tions which needs revolutionary answers
in the third world. Meanwhile, it is an
elementary duty for socialists in the West
to demand that the debt be cancelled.

and Carnival

Support third world
struggle against the
debt

Saturday 13
July

| Assemble: 12 noon,

“Geraldine Mary
Harmsworth Park

Rally atTrafalgar
Square 2.30pm

International
Demonstration

cialist
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[ Cancel the

debt

~ by Terry Conway

ITHE CAMPAIGN to Cancel the

Third World Debt has been set up in
Britain in response to the Group of 7
summit taking place in London in
July. Many of those involved have
been involved in long term work
against the'debt, but want to use this
opportunity

Despite the fact thatthe demands of the
campaign have the support of many
heads of state in the “Third World” and
now even of the Pope, it is rather harder
to get support here in Britain. The Green
Party are supporting the campaign, as are
the Student Liberal Democrats, National
Organisation of Labour Students and the
Scottish National Party. But from the
main political parties, despite the horrors
of the famine in Africa and the cholera
epidemic in Latin America - both ob-
viously affected by debt - there is
deafening silence. -

It is crucial that this issue is raised at
every level .in the labour, black and
women’s movements, amongst anti-war
activists and those involved in interna-
tional solidarity campaigns. It is vital to
explainthatitis theself-same World Bank
and IMF that is stealing from the workers
and peasants of the poorest countries that
is imposing austerity policies leading to
low wages, casualisation and unemploy-
ment in the West. The campaign seeks to
celebrate the struggles against debt and
oppression taking place in many
countries across the worid, rather than to
promote a passive image of ‘poor starv-
ing people’. -,

Resolutions should be put supporting
the campaign and agreeing to publicise
the demonstrationand arrange transport.
Donations are desperately needed, as are
performers prepared to -give their ser-
vices both for the demonstration itself
and for fundraising activities between
now and then. Speakers are available -
from the campaign, as are leaflets for the
demonstration and lists of people inter-
ested in your area.

The campaign is attempting to ensure
that activity takes place in as many major
cities as possible. As well as the separate
Scottish campaign, groups are being
taunched in Manchester and Oxford and
plans being laid in a number of other
places. But time is short and action is
urgently needed. ~-

@ For unconditional cancellation of the
Debt |
® An end to the structural ad justment
policies of the IMF and the World Bank
@ For a just and fair economic system

to prevent the reappearance of the debt.

For further information contact : Can-
cel the Debt, c/o 23 Bevenden St, London
N1 6BT or phone 071 263 8289. |

Cancel the Debt (Scotland) c/o Latin

America Insitute, 60 Oakfield Ave, Glas-
gow. |
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_ to focus the minds of ac-
] tivists on this vital question.




No these pictures aren’t Abstract paintings, but computer produced images from the Mandelbrot Set

Culture

Chaos - attack on
marxism?

FOR THE LAST five
years the ‘'new science’
of chaos has been the
subject of intense
controversy. Whole
sections of bookshops
‘are devoted to it,
Douglas Adams says
he’s seen the light, and
Living Marxism
denounces it as
bourgeois pessimism.
What exactly is it, and
is it compatible with
Marxism? PAUL
CLARKE investigates.

CHAOS theory has been ap-
plied to such a variety of

phenomena that it is difficult -

to sum.it up in a few simple
propositions. But at the most
general level the proponents
of chaos say the following.

First, all events and systems

in the real world have deter-
minate causes and are law
governed. But there
phenomena governed by par-
ticular mathematical laws
which despite being deter-
mined and law-governed have
unpredictable, apparently ran-
dom and chaotic outcomes.

Randomness

Second, within the apparent
randomness of ‘chaotic’
phenomena are general pat-
terns and structures that under-
pintheapparent randomness of
chaotic events, and give them
order. |
* Anyone in the least familiar

with the basic propositions of

dialectical materialism will in-
stantly see how the ideas of
chaos parallel some basic Mar-
xist ideas about the world.

To see what the real interest
and application of chaos theory
is, it is necessary to look at how
it arose. Chaos theory grew up
within separate and apparently
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diverse disciplines — meteorol-

ogy, fluid dynamics, and of

course pure mathematics.

Weather forecasting and
predicting the behaviour of lig-
uid flows regularly come up
against a similar problem. At a
certaingpoint regular and or-
dered events suddenly go
‘chaotic’.

Models

Building mathematical'

‘models of these events is iIn-

credibly complex, because the
number of variables involved is so
large. In other words, the math-
ematical equations which
govern outcomes are non linear.
Beyond a certain point develop-
ments in the weather or liquid
flows seem random and unpre-
dictable, by definition.

Marx’s closest collaborator,
Frederick Engels, made a strik-
ing remark about the historical
process which can be taken as
summing up his concept of

dialectical materialism. Events,

he said, are governed by a
‘parallelogram of forces’. In
other words, there can be
thousands of individual deter-
minants of a single event, but in
principle, if you knew all the
different determinants you
could trace the course of a par-

~ticular event with absolute cer-

tainty and predictability.
Chaos theory says something
different. It says you can know
all the determinants, and not
know the outcome.
Sub-atomic particle theory
has known this for a long time.
In a particle accelerator you can
repeat a particular experiment

over and over again, in exactly
the same conditions, and never

get the same result.

You may be able to predict
the range of results over, say,
10C experiments. You may in
certain cases be able to predict
the average result over a large
number of experiments. But tge
result of a particular experiment
you cannot predict.

Many physical events can be:
modelled in terms of linear

equations — i.e. those with few
variables. Their progress is
more-or-less order};y and pre-
dictable. But at the heart of
chaos is what happens in the
iteration of non-linear equa-
tions (the repeated multiplica-
tion of these equations by a con-
stant). -

Progress in this branch of

mathematics has been ac-

celerated by the progress in
computers, enabling huge num-
bers of iterations of non-linear

equations to take place in a
‘short period. The results are

striking.

Instead of the regular
progression of results you get
with linear equations, non-
linear equations seem to
produce random results, with no
pattern at all.

Strange attractors

But then something peculiar
happens. Periodically, the same
results occur over and over
again; the result often settles
down around three or four

standard outcomes. In the heart

of chaos there is order. In the
parlance of chaos theory
repeated results are known as
‘strange attractors’.

The rapid advances in com-
puters have enabled strange at-

‘tractors to be depicted visually.

Every equation can be repre-
sented by a
Benoit Mandelbrot, a scientist
working for the computer giant
IBM, pioneered the computer
graphing of huge numbers of
iterations of non-linear equa-
tions.

The results have been spec-
tacular — patterns of infinite
complexity, and numerous
levels, which at different levels
of magnification never repeat

themselves, but throw up the
same images over and over

again.
Startling

These images (‘Mandelbrot
sets’) are startling because they
aipear to show pictures of
phenomena in the natural

these

aph — a picture.
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world ~ shorelines, leaves, sea
horses, valleys. They powerful-
ly suggest that a wide range of
natural systems are governed
by non-linear equations. |
Now why should any of this
be of interest to Marxists? Apart
from the trite answer that Mar-
xists should after all be inter-

ested in the world which they

seek to change, it is because of
the light which chaos theory
sheds on our notion of deter-
minism. Marxism is a deter-
minism. More precisely, histori-
cal materialism is a
socio-economic determinism.
Marxists assert that all

henomena, natural or social,

ave specific causes, and are

thus not random or accidental,

but law-governed.

Contradictions
All Marxist theory has been

particularly concerned with the

notions of contradiction and
rupture. In other words, Mar-
xist theory seeks to explain
how, at a certain point, systems
— natural or social — go into
crisis, decay and are reborn as
something else. ,-

Chaos theory, strictly speak-
ing, deals with the physical
world — the behaviour of non-
linear dynamical systems. But

“many people, not least the US
Defence Department, have been

uick to try to find parallels in
the social and political world,
for example crowd control.
Might not a rioting crowd be
considered a ‘non-linear

dynamical system’? Might
there not be a hidden lawful-
ness in its apparently random

‘deviations become ma

- . - "

-
- " -
-------

and chaotic behaviour? Mar-
xists, of course, know there is.

Narrow

However, at the present state
of our knowledge, it is far too .
early to start to c%aim that chaos
represents a new magical key
that will reshape the whole of
human knowledge and every
scientific discipline — its proved
applicability is so far too nar-
row.

But the insights of chaos are
broadly in line with Marxism,
and have been even anticipated
by Marxist theory. Chaos shows
us that reality is law governed,
even if particular events, in
principle, cannot be predicted.

It shows that extremely.com-
plex systems, involving many
variables, are extremely sensi-
tive to initial conditions — ie as
they develop, initial errors and
gnifiedin
a dramatic way (apply that to
socialist organisations and you
get some interesting results!). It
shows that although science

- cannot ‘explain everything’ —ie
- predict every event—it can trace

the parameters that give rise to
apparent disorder.

All this of courseis death to a
particular kind of mechanical,
non-dialectical, determinism.
Marxists should not worry
about that. Reality can be
looked at as ordered chaos or
chaotic order. Whichever way,
it is subject to intervention and
change. A

Is chaos compatible -with
Marxism? Yes. Is it a major step
forward in human knowledge?
Wait and see.
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Debbie Epstein

" Reflections on

= aon - J
- Being ‘Out’
The experience of ‘coming out’ and being ‘out’ as

a lesbian or gay man is different for everyone, but
there are some common features. In this article, I

want to reflect on my own personal experience

and how it fits into what is common to all lesbians
and gay men. |

Something which few heterosexuals understand is
that coming out is not a once and for all action -
something you do once and never have to repeat. It is
a continuous process, not only because you meet new
people, but also because what it means to you to be
lesbian or gay may change. - -

I came out as a lesbian on national television at
Labour Party conference about four years ago. Before
that the number of people who ‘knew’ could be
counted on the fingers of one hand. |

Some of my fears about coming out so publicly have

proved to be groundless — that all my straight friends |

would drop me forthwith, for example — but others
were confirmed. I have been subject to verbal abuse —
not just from Sun readers — on occasion, it has come
from people who ‘ought to know better’ including,
occasionally, members of left groups. I have been the
subject of personal abuse in meetings.

Clothes

After 1 spoke, some work colleagués refused to
speak to me. I am, at the moment, finding #difficult to

get a job. [have no way of knowing whether or not this

is because I am a lesbian, but I know that my clothes (I
always wear trousers) and hair (very short) are sig-
nifiers of lesbianism. I have been threatened when
holding hands with a girl friend in the street.

All this is difficult, but what I find more difficult in
many ways, is the profound lack of support and un-
derstanding from heterosexuals on the left. This has
ranged from total marginalisation to being told that
the issues 1 was concerned with were unimportant,
and certainly shouldn’t (couldn’t) be prioritised for
discussion at, for example, my union conference. The
assumption is there that everyone is heterosexual, and
this is true on the left as well as in wider society.

Straights — even sympathetic ones — don’t, perhaps
can’t, understand how emotionally exhausting the
constant marginalisation is. They don’t seem to ap-
preciate that speaking at a meeting as a lesbian is not
an easy option, but fraught with difficulty and even
physical danger when the meeting is public.

Marginalised

I am one of a handful of lesbians willing to speak
on public platforms, but every time | doit, I have to
screw myself up to come out publicly yet again.
Sometimes I make the effort and find myself mar-
ginalised on the platform, either because the or-
ganisers have not stated that there would be a les-
bian speaker, or because there of a (deliberate?)

marginalisation of lesbian and gay issues from cer-

tain left groups, which have the ability to dominate
meetings by force of numbers.
So when I want real emotional support, [don’t feel

able to go to my comrades on the left. I look to

lesbians and gays active in the community — many

~of whom are hostile to left groups because of the

appalling record they have — at best marginalising
the issues, and at worst claiming that
‘homosexuality is a bourgeois deviation’. Despite
this, I think it is right to be a socialist and to call on

lesbians and gays to take up the wider struggle —in '

their own interest as well as everyone else’s. So the

question is, where do I, as a socialist lesbian, go?

Answers on postcards please.

and
confused

Reviews

Stoned

The Doors

directed by OLIVER STONE
reviewed by Sean Tunney

GIXTIES America. It was a whole

different scene, man. Vietnam and
shit, it blows your mind.

Music was different then too, none
of today’s manufactured shit. Hell,
we had Dylan, the Stones, and Her-
man and his Hermits. But the craziest
dude of them all was Jim Morrison.

Hey, and that new film by Oliver
Stone (great name!), sure brings it all
back to life. And it’s the truth man.
We ain’t talking typical Hollywood

- bic‘%.
hy, in this, Jimbo meets his fu-

ture keyboard player (looking
remarkably like Agent Cooper from
Twin Peaks with an unconvincing
blonde wig), who says: ‘Let’s form a
band and make a million bucks’.
And, hell, they do! -

Liberated

Sure in those days we were
liberated. Why, when Jim sees a
groovy chick by the name of Pam, he

just follows her home. Before you can'

say Lizard King, he’s grabbed and

kissed her and she’s fallen for his
animal power. |

Hell, though, what free-love rock
star wants to be held down by just
one woman? So later on Morrison
even gets Nico of the Velvet Under-
ground to give him blow job in front
of Pam. |

Weird but true, Pam freaks at this.
Stone, though, sure makes us feel this
is just one of Pam’s hangups. Later on
again when Pam just gets a little too
heavy, why Jim’s so together that he
locks her in a closet and sets fire to it. -

The director-man just luurves this
wild guy!

Dick

Like though, Jim is shown to be on

' the edge, man. While chicks and

dudes opposed the war and called for
black rights, he was taking on the
police. For not letting him show his
dick on stage. |

Also, man, Jim was deep — and so’s
this film. The man’s shown to be a
full-blown mystic. He’s followed
round by the ghost of an old Indian
his parents kiﬁed by accident when
he was young. Its like Stone is saying

- that he’s been infused by the old

man’s spirit and is in touch with a
higher culture. Why the final scene
shows that of all the great writers in
Pere Lachaise cemetery, including

- Wilde and Balzac, hey Morrison’s the

greatest of them all.

More than this, the deep trip Stone
lays on in this film is if you continual-
ly drink and take drugs, you get
stoned. If you carry on, you get -
stoned and put on weight. And if you
still keeE on, you die. Heavy man.

PS. This film does have some

- strengths. Val Kilmer makes a totally

convincing Jim Morrison. Moreover
the large doses of concert footage are
both exhilarating and beautiful in a
one-dimensional video-promo kind
of way.

While some critics have described
it as too long, this combined with the
unsteady camera style, gives the film
a convincing trippy quality.

Overall though Stone’s grandiose
epic is a triumph of style over sub-
stance, and stiflingly sexist.
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FILMS

‘The great

' Sleeping with
fthe enemy

Directed by JOSEPH RUBEN

Reviewed by Louise Whittle and
Sean Tunney

OVERALL, this is a good film by
male Hollywood's standards.
Women have had enough of the
portrayal of neurotic women pursu-
ing poor old men in such films as
‘Fatal Attraction’ and ‘Play Misty for
Me'. They know in real life it isalmost
always the other way round.

Laura (Julia Roberts} is, on the sur-
face, happily married to a successful

financial consultant. However, unknown
to the outside worid, Laura is also the
subject of physical, sexual and emotion-
al abuse. | |

Locked away in a modernist mansion
isolated by the sea, she is only aliowed

out of her jail a few days a week. Martin
(Patrick Bergin), the stereotypical chill-

ing ‘psychopath’, even down to his dark
suits, watches her constantly.

He demands perfection in every-
thing, from making sure towels hang at
the right length, to checking the tins of

food in the cupboard are placed straight

with labels at the centre .

Watching Laura submit herself to his
abuse in mute terror is pretty horrifying.
Paradoxically, these scenes are all the
more effective because generally the
violence isn't actually shown, just im-
plied. Meanwhile, Laura has been plan-
ning her escape.

The sea which has been her captor

escape

provides her flight for freedom. Secretly
she has been having swimming lessons.
So, when she goes yachting with her
husband, she fakes a drowning and
leaves to find a new life.
Commemorating her mode of es-
cape, she renames herself Sarah
Waters. Eventually she finds friendship
with a drama teacher (Kevin Anderson),
who is everything Martin is not. For
starters, he wears casual suits and
doesn't have an eetie voice. They start
a tentative relationship, and she opens
up about her past for the first time.
- But, of course, Martin is on her trall,
his twitches and mannerisms becoming
aven more exaggerated. When he final-

ly meets up with her, the scenes resort

to cliché. -

Setting the story among the rich has -
its strengths and weaknesses. It means -

that Laura has a financial independence
not afforded to working class women.
However, it also questions the myth that
abuse only happens in working class
families. |

Equally, Julia Roberts is quite con-
vincing in her multi-layered role. She
has, at the same time, to convey the
idea of being under her husband, while
undermining him and also trying to find
herself. Sometimes such a task is too

much and she resorts to expressing

one-dimensional terror.

The biggest cliche though, is the
portrayal of Bergin’s character as in
some way ‘inhuman’, while Anderson’s
character is all new man. It would have
been much more interesting to see their
personalities switched. Despite these
criticisms though, the film is well worth
seeing. |
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Don’t blame
" Lenin for Stalinism!

THE DULL THUD of

" the hapless baby being
thrown out with the
‘bathwater has been
heard all over eastern
Europe as angry intel-
lectuals and workers
reject the shambolic
bureaucratic parody of
“communism”, and in-
creasingly blame Lenin
for Stalinism. HARRY
SLOAN looks into
things a little more
deeply.

LENIN was no more to blame
for Stalinism than Marx and
Engels were responsible for
‘Neil Kinnock, Felipe Gonzalez
or the other luminaries of
today’s so-called ‘Socialist
International’.

In each case a revolutionary
theory, a movement and a tradi-
tion were established, only to be
taken over, dlstorted out of all
recognition and turned into
their very opposite by others
whores ponded tovery different
class pressures.

Marx and Engels fought for |

the First, and then the Second
International as an expression of
class solidarity and the political
independence of the workmg
class from its capitalist rulers in
each country

But in many European
countries the Second
International’s member sections
became mass- parties in which
the leaderships were politically
“bought off” by their own
powerful lmperlallst ruling
class. They abandoned revolu-

- tionary politics, to seek reforms

within capltahsm through par-
liamentary and trade umen

~ pressure.
By the outbreak of the First

Workshops

% The middle East and Palestine

* Women's liberation debates
% The armed struggle
* Trotskyism and the unions

* Programme *-

The history of our movement

% Stalinism, the post war social overtones and the cold war
# Destalinisation and the political revolution
% Achievements and limitations of the Cuban and Nicaraguan revolutions

World War they had reneged on
marxism and olitically
degenerated to sucﬁ

that each major ‘socialist’ party
voted in Parliament to back the
war efforts of its ‘own’ ruling
class.

Emerging in opposmon to
this degeneration in the left
wing of the Russian social
democratic party, Lenin’s prin-
cipal legacy consisted in his
struggle to reassert the prin-
ciples of marxism — the rigorous
fight for the political inde-
Eendence of the workmg class

om the bourge0151e the un-
compromising defence of inter-
nationalism; and the concept of
democratic centralism as the
method for organising a van-
guard partz tolead the struggles
of the working class.

Attack

Without these strengths, the
Bolshevik Party would never
haveled the October Revolution
of 1917, in which Tsarism and
capntallsm were overturned.
And it was against precisely
these traditions that Josef Stalin,

- emerging in 1922 as General

Secretary of the CPSU, aimed
his most deadly attack.

Like the leaders of the Second
International, Stalin’s strength
was not as an individual, least of
allas an advocate of wrongideas,
but the fact that these ideas
reflected and represented
material class forces which
threatened to undermine the
October Revolution.

The backward Russian
capitalist economy had been
further d¥slocated by World

War, and then by years of civil

war and imperialist wars of in-
tervention aimed at ousting the

Bolsheviks. Stalin represented
the bureaucratic administrative
layer that emerged, using police

- powers to regulate the queues

and shortages.
The Communist Party itself

Socialist Outlook

Re3|den’r|al Summer School

an extent

Marxism .

had grown rapidly in the
revolutlonary upsurge, but
many of its best cadres were
killed fighting, with others
over-stretched in their efforts to
fight the war, consolidate the
revolution and develop the

economy.

Careerists

Stalin’s approach echoed
both the more conservative
layer of ‘Old Bolsheviks” who
had been reluctantly dragged
into the October Revolution by
Lenin, and a vast new influx into
the Party of careerist elements
with no marxist culture, keen to
Erosper by joining the side that

ad won. .

- The largely peasant-based
economy had forced the Bol-
sheviks in 1921 to make a tem-
porary retreat from premature
‘communist’ economic policies,
and to concede limit market
freedoms to small peasants and
producers to get production
moving — the New Economic
Policy. Stalin in the years up to

1928-29 reflected the backward-

ness of these petty bourgeois
forces.

It was from this power-base
in the economy, the countryside
and the Party that Stalin was
able in the aftermath of Lenin's
death to mount a major un-

declared onslahght on
Leninism.
Mummified

While 1komsmg Lenin’s
mummified remains, Stalin
rejected his fight for inter-
nationalism and the concept of
world revolution. Against
Lenin’s consistent warnings of
the dangers of bureaucratism
and capitalist restoration
should theSoviet Union become
isolated, Stalin insisted that it
was possible to build ‘socialism
in a single coun

In place of Lenin’s emphasis
on the USSR’s obligation to

" GORBACHEV'S GOING 00 FAST!

~defend socialist revolutionary

struggles elsewhere, Stalin
stressed  the duty of
revolutionaries to subordinate

their struggle to defence of the
USSR.

Under Stalin the Communist

Parties became an instrument of
Soviet foreign policy, courting
‘influential’ reformist and even
bourgeois leaders — including
the British TUC prior to 1926
and Chiang Kai Slfek in China.

Gag opponents

- To gag Leon Trotsky and
other defenders of Leninist
principles, Stalin led a crack-
down and bureaucratisation of
the CPSU. A ban on internal fac-
tions, (mistakenly) introduced
as a temporary emergency
measure at the height of thecivil
war, was used to gag all internal
debate: democratic centralism
was extinguished, and the
ability of the Party to correct its
errors through open criticism
was eradicated.

Stalin also rejected Lenin’s
clear class analysis of the

peasantry as a layer of small
property owners: instead at first

he believed them to be the lead-
ing force in the revolution, in-
‘creasing the concessions made

to them under the New
Economic Policy.

North Wales

24th - 29th August 1991

% The Foundation of the Fourth international

% Trotskyism and decolonisation in China, Vietnam, Algeria
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ested in our political ideas.
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Only when it became ines-
capably obvious that these
measures were recreating a bur-

. geoning new capitalist class did

talin abruptly and brutally
switch course. His bloody turn
to forced collectivisation and
crash industrialisation was then
dressed up in frenzied sectarian
pronouncements of a new

. “Third Period’ of class war. This

disorientated the entire Com-
munist International,
pre(npltatmg the fatal d1v1sxons
in the German workers’ move-
ment that opened the door for
Hitler in 1933.

On every level Stalin repre-
sented not the continuation but
the antithesis of Leninism. In
consolidating his grip on the
Party and state apparatus, and
transforming Lenin’s party into
a monolithic parody of itself he
was forced to wipe out every
vestige of Leninist tradition,
even while he erected a facade
of statues and paid empty
homage to the dead revolution-
a

_ryWe should shed no tears as
the masses today in eastern
Europe uproot many of these
monuments  to  Stalin’s
hypocrisy. But the fight must
begin anew for these and other

workers to learn the real
strengths of Leninism.
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Trotskyism

by ALEX CALLINICOS
Open Uhmiversity Press
£6.99

Reviewe
Valentine

4 1}» Stephen

Alex Callinicos is on the way
to becoming cne of the lead-

ing Marxist inteliectuals in
the English speaking world.
He has wrzttw a bagtul of
books and proved himself a
lucid and tenagious scholar.

Callinisos’s eruditfion
matches his commitment: he is
an active member of the British
SWP. However, his work—from
earlier books like Is there a future
for Marxism? to his recent
Against Post Modernism —all suf-
fer from thesame flaw. Sudden-
ly the flow of argument is inter-
rupted by the gey to answer
everything, theoretical Batman
taking the unlikely shape of
Tony Cliff and the theory of
state capitalism. In most of
these explanatlons the ¢ edp
~ crusaders” Robin is play
Chris Harman.

‘Trotskyism’ departs from
‘the pattern of academic
precision followed by startling
sectarian lurch. It is much more
stralghtforwardly the SWP’'s
line given academic expresswn

Callinicos” argument is this:
Trotsky saved the revolution-
ary heritage of 1917. He kindled
the flame of October while
European capitalismlit the pyre
of Fascism, and Stalin razed the
worker’s state to the ground.

He was able to keep together
-~ in terrible circumstances — a
small band of socialists who
rejected both social democracy

By Pete Firmin

Neither Washington nor
Moscow nor international
socialism

Stalinism.

Meanwhile, Trotsky also
began to deepen the tactical and
strategic applications of Mar-
xism. Because of the cir-
cumstances though, these were
very partial and imperfect.

It was these weaknesses
which were to dominate, after
the Old Man died. Post-war
boom and the extension of
Stalinism in eastern Europe left
Trotskyists in a quandary. Like
medieval scholars they
manipulated and twisted the

‘theory, sheltering it from

criticism rather than reworking
Trotsky’s ideas, which became
dogma.

The SWP’s orthodoxy

Callincos identifies two fatal
flaws in orthodox Trotskyism.
The first is ‘substitutionism’ -
the urge to supplant the work-
ing class as the key agent of
socialism. Thus the Fourth In-
ternational, according to Cal-
linicos, has regularly extolled
the virtues of third world
peasants, students, non-
proletarian 0ppressed layers
etc as the vanguard of soc1ahst
change.

The second is ‘dogmatism’ —
the rigid defence o?n'l?rotsky’
thought, irrespective of the
evidence which disproves sub-
stantial parts of it.

In fact, both these accusa-
tions turf®out to be necessary
by-products of the defence of
the SWIP’s own special dog-
matism — the theory of ‘state
capitalism’. In order to justify it,
Callinicos is forced to repeat the
traditional SWP slander that or-
thodox Trotskyists have seen
the USSR, eastern Europe,
China and Cuba as ‘socialist’,
which is of course untrue

Flghhng Labourism

SWP offers half a
'strategy

countries the bu11d1n

mediating between bosses and
workers, this constitutes ‘an ab-

THE SOCIALIST Workers Party
has produced two pamphlets on
the Labour Party
Socialism Come Through Parlia-
ment?’ and ‘A Dream Betrayed’ -

in an attempt to explain refor-

mism in Britain, |

The easiest part is showing that
the ruling class would not peacefully
give up power and that Labour
governments have always
managed capitalism rather than
bringing about socialist change. But
the explanation is partial. We are
told ‘Labour’s betrayals are not due
to a right wing stranglehold on the

party They stem from the very

“politics of “parliamentary socialism’,
of Labourism’. But this does not ex-
plain why Labour has aiways been
reformist. .

The SWP says that while Labour
~has an organic base in the working
class, thisis in fact a political expres-
sion of the union bureaucracy, and
because of the bureaucracy’s role of

‘Can

solute obstacle’ to the Party becom-
ing socialist. But what prevents the
left overthrowing the bureaucracy in
the unions and the Party?

Missing is any expianation of how
and why the role of the unions under
capitalism is reformist — trying to
secure a larger share of -the cake,
but not the whole cake, for their
members.

But this would sit uneasxly with
the SWP's view of industrial struggle

‘and how workers' consciousness

changes. Their view of industrial

struggle is rosy in contrast to their
view of the struggle in the Labour-
- Party. ltis not explained why the rise

in strikes in the '70s, should have led
in 1979 to a Tory government. We
are told ‘every one of the Left’s “suc-
cesses” in the early 1980s (in the
Labour Party) has proved illusory.’
One might as well say the gains
made by all the industrial disputes in
the '70s has proved illusory’.

The SWP also say that nobody is

Reviews

What the Fourth Internation-
al has said is that is that post-
capitalist states, transitional
societies, could come into exist-
ence without the working class
wielding direct political power.

At one level this argument is

obvious and accepted by the
SWP. They think that ‘state
capitalism’ arose in Russia in
1928; but concede that socialist
democracy, thedirectruleofthe
workers, was dead by 1923. So
what was Russia for those five
yvears? Nothing other than a
deformed/degenerating

workers state with the growing

power of the bureaucracy

At the heart of the ‘state.

capitalist’ theory is an idealism:
the belief that post-capitalist
states can only exist when the
workers wield direct political
power through soviets. Every-
thing else, of whatever shade or

complexion, is simply a variety

of capitalism. The end point of
this idealismis the (absurd) cur-
rent line of the SWJ? that the
restoration of ca’pitalism in east-
ern Europe would si gly be a
‘step sideways’, not a
defeat for the Workmg class.
Moreover orthodox
Trotskyism has never aban-
doned the central role of the
working class. It has recognised
that in many third world
of a mass
base amongst the poor
peasantry is crucial for revolu-

- tionary strategy. It has recog-

nised that in advanced
capitalist countries there is a
potentially anti-capitalist
dynamic in the struggles of the
specially og?ressed he search
for credi revolutionary
strategies, which always have
the workmg class at their
centre is not a product of a

e
S
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manic ‘urge to Capitulate’, but
vital for any serious struggle for
socialism in the real world.
International
socialism

Along with fabricating the
Trotskyist view on the workers

states, Callinicos can’t make up

his mind aboutthe Fourth Inter-
national. This reflects an in-
herent contradiction in the
raison d’etre of theSWP. It can’t
admit that it was correct to
found a new revolutionary
Marxist international in 1938.
For, if the FI was a good idea
then, it is surely is even better
now. Revolutionary forces are
stronger, Stalinism is dying and

~capitalism is in deep structural

crisis. If this is granted, then a

whole new approach is im- ot

plied.

Revolutlonary organisations
would need raising their sights
from this island’s shores
towards a Marxist Internation-
al.

The SWPdoesn’t fancy thisat
all. Like most British far left
groups its focus is on building
itself, establishing international

contacts mainly where they

speak English, and leaving the
hard work of bulldmg an inter-
national to unspecified future.

chza[z.s s

 John Harris

This was not Trotsky’s view.

His politics could be distilled
down to one word,
‘internationalism’.

- Today, there is no purely
‘national” politics. Only
through practical apphcatlon
the world over can Marxist
politics be tested and enriched.
This means a permanent
framework of discussion and
joint international work and co-
ordination. In other words, an
International. |

This is why the FI was

founded on the dead bones of
the Stalinised Third Interna-
tional. Far from ‘disabling’
Trotsky and his followers, it has
been %rotskyism's very life-
blood.

Trotskyism began as a criti-
ue of Stalinism. At the end of
e life of one, what better to
consider the career of the other.
This book misses the chance.
Callinicos is able to fortify
‘Trotskyism’ by the addition of
a York University lecturer’s
learning, invoking Lakatos and
Popper. But these are only bolt-
on accessories. The argument is
marred by the qmdltles of Tony
Cliff-thought. It is the same one
you can have with any Socialist
Worker seller in a shoppmg
precmct

changed by an election,
ignoring the possibilities
they provide for
socialists to speak to a
wider audience about
what a government real-
ly acting in their interests
should do.

The growth in
strength and influence of the left in
the Labour Party throughout the

1974-79 Labour government and for -

a few years afterwards is mentioned
only in respect to its demise. its
growth is not mentioned and the
only reason given for its defeat is
that ‘ultimately, the upswing in the
left's fortunes was bound to be
brought down by the deep pes-
simism in the working class’. An
‘explanation’ which begs more
questions than it answers: why was
this left unable to give a lead in the
battles against the Tories? Why was
a working class which had seen off
Heath and Callaghan unable to deal
with Thatcher?

The SWP’s answer to how the

consciousness of the working class
will change and break with
Labourism is a simple one ~ during
the course of strike action, militants
learn lessons about the state,
racism, sexism etc and some retain
these lessons. This is true, but not
the whole story. -
- The main failing of these
pamphlets, in line with the SWP's
whole trend towards idealising
'struggle’ and especially trade union
‘struggle, is this. While they admit
that when trade union struggle rises
workers will turn towards the exist-
ing mass reformist alternative - the
Labour Party — no account of this is
made in their strategy. | |
The struggle inside the Labour

No. 2

Laughing all the way to the bankers Klnnock fol!ows an lnglorious tradition

Party is not something which has no
affect on the overall level of class
struggle or the level of conscious-
ness of the working class. Indeed it
has a profound impact. How, then,
can socialists stand aside from it? -

The labour bureaucracy in Britain
is divided between the trade union
and the Labour Party bureaucracy.
But this is a division of tasks, not a
fundamental difference of charac-
ter. The fight against the
bureaucracy has to go on in both
wings of the labour mavement, and
especially in periods when the work-
ing class vanguard tums towards
the party. A strategy which ignores
the fight inside the Labour Party is
only half a strategy.

May 18,1991 Page 13

PIeIp, MeIpUY




O'UTiook

s : ;
R ;3.5.‘ -:: i " %ﬁ 50

No Ietiar yei from Madonna!

s

Madonna - boringly

predictable?
WELCOME to your 'New
Look’ journal. It's good to see
a new socialist newspaper, at
a time when the Left press is
fighting for survival. |
As a woman and a feminist,
- however - as well as a socialist -
I look to any new Left publica-
tion for an understanding of the
importance of feminist politics
and at least an attempt to take
their feminist readers seriously.
An article on Madonna: ‘Is she a
feminist or isn’t she?’(S. Pickett
and Sam Inman) is hardly
original for a Marxist publica-
tion recently, and neither, unfor-
tunately is its line. |
Glossing over the complex
debates on sexuality and sexual
fo]itics taking place in the
eminist movement at the mo-
ment, S. Pickett and Sam Inman
unquestioningly accept
Madonna’s liberal individualist
- position on the meaning of
eminism, fantasy and sexuality.
Feminism is reduced to in-
dividual women "taking control’
of their sexuality - and such con-
trol, it seems, is to be found in
‘dressing like a bimbo’ and
"choosing’ to be ‘chained up’.
~ Personally, 1 always thought
- that being sexually submissive
and masochistic, and ‘dressing
like a bimbo’ were precisely
what this culture intended
women to ‘choose’ in their sex

lives. I fail to see any ‘breaking of

bourgeois taboos’ in a woman
singer  expressing  her
(hetero)sexuality by dressing in
familiar pornographiccodes and
singing that she likes to be

t
and predictably what women
performers have been doing for

years. -
Perhaps what is different

about Madonna - and here the

article gets it right - is that she

expresses a new form of bour-
geois individualism: and also a
new form of so-called sexual
liberalism. Let’s not be fooled for

one moment that this has any-

~ thing to do with feminism.
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sﬁ)anked and told whattodo.On

dcontrary, this is pretty boring It’s a shame to see Socialist Out-

- look ioing in the same direction

Madonna may have learnt how
to use libertarian language in

“order to re-define her depress-

ingly traditional female
sexualily, but this presents no
threat to either capitalism or
patriarchy. | -
The very attempt to distin-
guish between consensual and
non-consensual sex in this way is
a problem. Unless you happen to
believe - which presumably as
marxists and materialists we
don’t - that power is held by in-

_dividuals to give or take at will,

then it’s blatantly ridiculous to
argue that any woman freely
consents to being tied up or
dominated, and freely ‘like it’.

The notion of consent here is
no more relevant than it is
relevant to say that women
‘choose’ to go into particular
(worse paid) jobs, or to married
or to be heterosexual. These are
hardly ‘free’ choices made from
a shopping list of fairly
presented options.

Sexuality in our society is con-
structed in a context of male
domination and women'’s subor-
dination; when this subordina-
tion is eroticised this is hardly
‘breaking bourgeois taboos’. As
socialists we know that women’s
sexual subordination — like their
economic subordination — can
only be challenged on a collec-
tive basis, by challenging the un-
derlying unequal power
relationships existing in
capitalist and patriarchal cul-
tures.

Feminism, like socialism, is a
term which the liberal right has
long attempted to appropriate.

as other left journals of male
dominated organisations —
depoliticising both power and
sexuality, and thereby trivialis-

‘ing feminist politics.

I hope to see the balance
redressed in future issues!

Rachel Wingfield
London N4

The praise comes from the ar-

rival of the new Socialist Qut-

look. This is an important
step in getting to a wider
audience the ideas of revolu-
tionary marxism.
criticism, concerns the sup-
plement and the attitude it

-took towards ‘the family’.

The line of the article towards

-the family was clearly expressed

~‘as a form of social organisation
the family and its’ associated

ideology oppresses women,

young people and lesbians and
gay men whether they live in a
nuclear family arrangement or
not.” This sentence expresses a
hostile — and incorrect — attitude
to the family. The conclusion of

~ this is that the destruction of the -

family is a step forward.

It is true that the family in
bourgeois society is one of the
major weapons the ruling class.
But I disagree with the article’s
purely hostile view.

The real role of the family in
working class lives is more con-
tradictory. The contradiction is

that it is not an innately oppres--

sive form of ‘social organisation’
but rather, a battleground be-
tween classes.

The dominant class in our
society provides the ‘dominant’
ideology of the family. This aims
to use the family to oppress the

The

‘why? The family

" Hands off the family!

- SOME PRAISE and criticism.

working class. It aims touse the

family as an ideological school,
moulding children to fit into the
system, maintaining its labour
force and disciplining its
‘dissidents’. Many accept this
role as the ‘natural order of
things’;including, it appears, the
authors of the supplement. But
is a ‘social
organisation” and as such can be
used by either class, in the same
way as schools and the educa-

- Hon system.

It’s important to clear ur} this.
falsehood. The theory in t+p

doesn’t correspond with my ex-

periences of the family, nor, I am
sure, with the experiences of
many working class people. To

many it can be the primary place

of resistance to the onslaught of
the capitalist state. I do not deny

that to others it is the instigator

of that oppressive onslau ght, but
if it is only a ‘reactionary force’,
how do you explain its ability to
play a progressive and defensive

role for the working class?

Without my family I would
not be a Trotskyist. Without my

family 1 would not be able to

survive in prison today, vic-
timised for my beliefs, yet still
confident in my politics and of
my continued resistance to
capitalism.

- Matt Lee

Wandsworth Prison

P s e e,

Revolutionary tob

black?

THE THEORY + practice supple-
ment on lesbian and gay liberation
in the first issue of Socialist Out-

Jook was sturdy, thought-provok- -

Ing and a serious analysis of an
issue historically neglected by the
left. However, despite its depth, |
think that the overall analysis suf-
ters from a fundamental flaw,

" whichleads to immense contradic-

tions.
-The very first sentence asserts ‘Our

- necessary starting-point is that all

sexuality... is socially and historically,
not biologically, determined.’ This is

an incredibly sweeping statement

which appears to be a direct and

‘heavy-handed response to the much-

referred to ‘liberal view’ that
homosexuality is the preserve of a
fixed minority. I think that it is incorrect
to counterpose to the fixed ‘liberal
view', an equally fixed assumption
that every newbom child is like a blank
sheet of paper, that biology plays no
part whatsoever in the development of
sexuality. The comparison with

“animals, which attempts to prove this

theory, is very unconvincing, as it as-
sumes a lot and proves nothing.

It is also fair to point out that the
argument used against the so-called

Is this really f

SO MADONNA is a feminist
- official! It seems her virgin-
cum-whore promotions, her

| susl!l)end.ers, chains, video

with lesbian overtones and
simulated masturbation on
stage are "sexually assertive’?

unny...I've always thought

being~ a feminist involved

celebrating your sexuality on
your own terms - not pandering
wholesale to the fantasies of
repressed males.

Madonna may be a versatile
Performer who isn’t afraid to
camp it up’. But she is also a
prime example of how the ideas

liberal’ view —that it is contrary to the
experience of many lesbians and gay
men (coming out) — is an argument
equally opposed to the ‘blank sheet of
paper’ view, as one can only specu-
late as to how it is possibleto discover
one’s sexuality if it has been socially
determined in the epposite direction.
This blanket view is even less able
than the liberal view to explain why it

is a minority who feel compelied to .

rebel against their social conditioning.

- Rather, | think that it is more realistic

to adopt a more flexible approach (in
the tradition of dialectics) and accept
a compromise of the two extremes.

Even if sexuality is 90% socially
determined and only 10% biologically
determined, then that would explain
the fact that there is literally no unifor-
mity in human sexual behaviour and
preferences.

The conclusion of this seriously
flawed analysis is that the question of
lesbian and gay liberation is not simp-
ly aquestion of democratic rights — but
something more. But what? Could it
be that being gay is itself a revolution-
ary act, in the same way as being a
woman or being black?

Trevor Wongsam
Manchester

eminism?

of women’s liberation can be
cynically co-opted, distorted,
commercially packaged and fed
back to us by a sexist, money-
grabbing entertainment in-

'-dustry. It, as your article sug-

gests, millions of young women
wanna be like her, it shows how

- much work socialist feminists
- still have to do.

There’s nothing liberated or
liberaﬁng about being "sexually

assertive’ on men’s terms. Don’t
be hoodwinked sisters. Kollon-

tai wouldn’t have been.
Kathy Kirkham
London N7

e

-~ Hull
engineers
strike for
shorter
‘working
-week
by Keith Sinclair

SIXTEEN workers are dn

strike at a Hull factory owned
by Parsons Brothers, a part
of the Van Leer group, as a
part of the national campaign
for a shorter working week in
engineering. |
- The majority of strikers are in -
the engineering workers union,
the AEU, which is supporting
them through a national levy.
The workers came out on in-
definite strike on May 2 after
months of negotiations and two
ballots. Pickets have had impor-
tant successes in tuming back
deliveries. The management
have resorted to a ‘dity tricks’
campaign of lies in the local

media, claiming that the action
is unofficial and that negotia-

tions are continuing.

AEU Steward Dave Gemmell
told Socialist Outliook ‘The
present management has been

in charge for two years and

labour relations have reached |
an all-time low. members are

| adamant that they will not lose |

this dispute.’

The price of official AEU
backing has been an insistence
on full compliance with all
aspects of Tory anti-union laws.
This will cause problems when
the strike begins to bite, with
machinery failing due to lack of
maintenance. Efforts to build
suppert for the action in other
Hull factories owned by Van
Leer need to be stepped up,
building on the collections that
have already been organised.

Spreading the action to the
other plants would strengthen
the union’s position. Hull Trades
Council has appealed for sup-
port for the strikers, who have a
record of strong support for
other workers’ struggles. |

Donations should be sent
to: Parsons Strike Fund, 45

| Strathmore Avenue, Beverley

High Road, Hull.

SOCIALIST
MOVEMENT

A.G.M.

Saturday 1 June
1Tam to 5.30pm
Sheffield
Polytechnic

-~ (opposite BR)
Registration 10am
£10 waged / £3
unwaged

® launch of socialist

® this year's campaigning

priorities o

Bl Women for Socialism will be

having abreakfast gathering at

10am. All women welcome.
Renew your

membership now.
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unions

by Martin Allen
THE TORY government has
imposed a ‘Pay Review Body’
on teachers. This is the latest,
and probably the most sig-
nificant, attack on organised

teachers. -

It has come in the context of
massive demoralisation among
the workforce, as a result of the
Tory offensive against education
and the lack o response from
trade union leaders.

Kenneth Clarke has rail-
roaded the legislation through
under the banner of ‘teacher
professionalism’ and the need to
discourage industrial action. Ac-
cording to Clarke, this will be
done t rough giving teachers
the same pary machinery as the
medical protession.

Comparing the average class-
room teacher with doctors and
dentists is not just an unrealistic
exercise. It should be borne in
mind that both these groups
have suffered reductions in pay
levels under the Tories .

Impose awards.

The Pay Review Body will be
a continuation of the Interim Ad-
visory Comumittee, set up after
the defeat of the teachers pay
campaign in 1987 to impose pay
awards in line with government

- limits.

The legislation gives the

government the right to amend

the review body’s recommenda-
tions in any way it sees fit. It
covers conditions of service as
well as pay, and will allow the
introduction of ‘A praisal’ of
teachers to be linked to pay and
disciplinary matters.

Despite the fact that the
proposals contravene the
Charter of the International

Labour Organisation, the
Labour front bench is not

seriously opposing them. They

are complicit in the denial of
basic trade union rights to a sig-

nificant section of the public sec-
tor workforce. |

‘Independent’

In addition, the National
Union of Teachers (NUT) is the
only one of six teacher organisa-
tions to oppose the bill. Even the

i

THE DRAFT guidelines
under the Human Fertilisa-
tion and Embryology Act
are now out. These
guidelines lay down how
clinics which provide In-
Vitro Fertilisation (IVF) and
Donor Insemination(DI)
should work. Considering
‘that IVF and DI affect and
are practised on women, an
astonishing amount of the
guidance concerns the
men’'g rights.

The guidance is contradic-
tory on access to Donor Insemi-
nation for lesbians and single

should avoid adopting any
policy or criteria which may
appear arbitrary or
discriminatory’. However, it
also says that clinics must con-

- donors should

women. It says that ‘Centres

S . — ’ Home News
Tories attack
feachers’

leadership of the TUC-affiliated
NAS-UWT s going along withiit,
claiming that the body will be
independent and will not affect
teachers’ right to strike. How-
ever, though the legislation does
not touch on this, it is clearly the
objective of Clarke and the
Tories. |

Activists from the Socialist
Teachers Alliance and the Cam-
paiﬁn‘For A Democratic And
Fighting Union, having been
outmanoeuvred in the recent
ballot over action against the
SATs tests, will be making deter-
mined efforts to ensure that the
NUT leadership now holds the
line. |

This cannot be a foregone con-
clusion, given that the union

- executive’s first response to

Clarke’s announcement was to
ditch their own conference
policy of campaigning for the
restoration of ne otiating rights.

The ’Broa Left” that
dominates the executive are un-
able to control General Secretary
Doug Mcavoy and have no
strategy beyond ‘waiting for
Labour’'.

Like The Guardian, the paper
‘sympathetic’ to teachers, the
Labour leaders continue to at-
tack the NUT if it does anything
that hints of confrontation.
ditional pressure as a result of

the decision of two non-TUC

teachers associations, AMMA

and the PAT (a no-strike or-
ganisation), to merge, forming
the largest teachers’ organisa-
tion. -

This will be promoted as a

~‘non-political’ alternative to the

‘left wing’” NUT. The future of
trade unionism among teachers
is at stake.

Condemn

~ Labour movement activists
should argue for their organisa-
tions to condemn both the im-
position of the pay review body
and the role of the Labour front
bench. |

Among teachers, NUT ac-
tivists need to take the argu-

- ments into the classrooms — par-

ticularly with NAS-UWT
members - around
‘professionalism’, levels of pay
and conditions of service.

sider the ‘need of a child for a
father’. This clause is actually
in the law, and was said by
Ministers to be intended to
prevent lesbians and single
women from gaining access to
donor insemination.

In a throwaway sentence,

which is potentially dis-

criminatory against gay men
and young men, the guidance
says that, ‘it is preferable that
e chosen who
already have children of their
own.” There is no explanation,

50 we don’t know why it is

there. |

The date for responding to
the guidance is May 20 and it is
important that as many people
as possible do. The raving
right, in the form of ‘Life’ and
‘SPUC’, are campaigning to
make the guidance more dis-

"RECENT

.

Police

HUNDREDS OF POLICE were bussed into Birmingham
to protect a National Front (NF) rally on April 27. Despite
predictions from the NF’s candidate in local elections
that hundreds would atlend, and transport from

London, only 70 nazis turned out.

Anti-racist demonstrators, outnumbering the nazis 2-1,
atiempted to stop the rally, blocking access to the

The de-gaying of |

- Oiflook

protect Birmin

West Midlands Police moved in, attacking
demonstrators. Four protesters were arrested and two

were later charged under the Public Order Act.

gham Nazis

assembly point. It was at this point that the notorious

the anti-nazi

Inaction from the Birmingham City Council and police

HIV

by Debbie Epstein

coverage of HIV and Aids

has generally been sym-

pathetic. This is obviously a
positive shift - no longer the
‘gay plague’, more a disease
with ‘viciims’ who deserve
sympathy and support.

There is a catch however.
While HIV and AIDS are used
less to stoke up homophobia,
they are now presented as if

they were of no concern to the

lesbian and gay community. A
recent television programme,

AIDS in the Family, for ex-

ample, didn’t mention that gay
men constitute the Iargest

- group of people with AIDS and
there was animplicit denial - by

omission — that gays have
families or close relationships.

In this context the Birmin-

gham group RECLAIM or-

ganised Altered Images, a con--

terence on HIV onMay 11. Peter

Human fertilisation and embryology
- ~act guidelines '

criminatory — despite the fact
that 98% of all child sexual
abuse is carried out by
heterosexual men within
families! We need an equally
stronf campaign to ensure that
non- iscriminatory practice is

a fundamental principle of

these services.

If you write a response, lfyou |
he

should try to cover some of t
general issues and welcome the

statement that policies should

not be discriminatory, but say
that the Human Fertilisation
and Embryology Authority
(HFEA) should make it clear
that the law should be inter-
preted in a non-discriminatory
way. | ~ |
Write to: Prof. Colin
Campbell, HFEA, Clements
House, 14-18 Gresham St, Lon-
don EC2V 7]E. a

television

Redman, one of the organisers
said, “‘We have seen an increas-
ing bureaucratisation of HIV,
with public professionals
taking over and virtually ex-

cluding the most affected com-

munities from having the
power to control how it is dealt

~with. This has been coupled

with the de-gaying of HIV, so
that now the fact that it is of
major concern in the gay com-
munity is almost ignored in
public representations. We
called the Altered Images con-
ference, in part, to contest these
new images — which are just as
wrong as the old ones of the
‘eay plague’. |

gV)\,/_lIih gsl;')eakers like Simon
Watney (producer of Red, Hot
and Blue), Peter Tatchell and

artist and activist Sunil Gupta, -

it drew people from all over
England. While many were

professional and volunteer

workers in HIV and AIDS

education and prevention,

there were many community
activists present. | ‘

The left has not made HIV
and AIDS a major issue in the
past. It is time that this changed.
The prevention of HIV and
AIDS and caring for people

with AIDS is a major concern

for thousands. Many are dis-
criminated against in various
ways—from housing and health
care provision to the way HIV

and AIDS is dealt with in

“education. People deemed to be
- in “high risk’ (a misnomer, be-

cause there are no high risk
groups, only high risk ac-
tivities) cannot get life as-
surance. GPs cannot always be
counted on not to inform in-
surance companies when

patients take HIV antibody
tests. The only time
Jhomosexuality is mentioned in

the education of most children,
is with reference to HIV and

The left cannot collude with
this by maintaining silence.
AIDS is a political issue, which

must be taken seriously. The

time for action is now!

No. 2

protection mean that it Is only mass mobilisation from
the local labour movement that can stop the nazis.

Brighton plans

campaigning
Lesbian And
- Gay Pride

by Dahi Ahrens
LESBIAN AND gay activists In
Brighton are planning a packed
weekend of activities for the first
ever ‘Brighton Pride’ festival at
the end of May. |

The event is intended to be a mix-
ture of protest and celebration and
has been ‘organised by the local
group ‘Brighton Area Action Against
Section 28",

In the wake of Clause 25 of the
Criminal Justice Bill and the
government's climbdown on its at-
tempt to prevent lesbians and gay
men fostering, Brighton Pride will be
another marker of the lesbian and
gay movement's determination to
remain visible. The organisers hope
that it will follow the London ‘Outrage’

demonstration in February and §

Manchester’s ‘Liberation 91' eventin
April as a display of strength and
anger as well as pride.

The Brighton group is one of the
few to have stayed active throughout
the three years since the campaign
against Clause 28. During this time
the group has maintained its activity, -
monitoring the effects of Section 28
and tackling a range of issues affect-
ing lesbians and gay men.

At a time when many London
boroughs are closing down their les-
bian and gay units, Brighton Council
is taking faltering steps forward on
this issue, largely due to pressure
from local activists. '

A successful Brighton Pride
weekend will bring a new influx of
activists into the group, and a further
consolidation of its important role
within Brighton's lesbian and gay
community.

The weekend includes: busking,
the creation of a giant chalk drawing
in the town centre on May 24, a
march through the town centre on
May 25, followed by a cabaret; and
other events culminating in a Pink
Picnic on the Bank Holiday Monday.

*
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Everybody loses in new
‘market’ NHS

By HARRY SLOAN

HAVING TRIED and failed to rid

‘themselves of the Poll Tax, John
Major’s crisis-wracked Tory govern-
ment is now embroiled with another

embarrassing legacy of the

‘Thatcher years—the NHS and Com-

munity Care Act. | |
Best-known for its creation of

opted-out hospitals, the Act also

creates a new ‘internal market’ which -

is now wreaking havoc in health
authorities across the country.

~ The crisis blew into the headlines
in the run-up to the local elections,
and cost the Tories heavily in lost

votes. .

But with even the British. Medical
Association once more aroused to
angry protests, and shock revelations
emerging almost daily, nothing short
of a policy U-tum can prevent the
issue becoming a huge liability to
Major in the General Election.

After a decade of Thatcherism has
starved the NHS funding, the Tory
‘reforms’ go much further: they are
destabilising and could potentially
wreck the entire NHS.

Within days of the Act taking ef-
fect, a barrage of scandals began to
rock Ministers: there were cuts,
closures, announcements of almost
1,500 redundancies, patients refused
treatment, and the explicit emer-

 Subscribe to the new Socialist Outlook ‘

Ensure your c.opy of Socialist Outlook. An essential acCessory for the well-dressed
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gence of a two-tier service in major
hospitals. Many who had ignored the
passage of the NHS Bill have begun
to wake up to the damage that has
been done. |

Competition
Dreamed up by Thatcher with a
tiny handful of extreme right wing
ideologues, the Act was intended to
bring ‘competition’ into health care.
The undeclared objective was to
prepare the most popular of the
public services for eventual US-style

privatisation. |
The Tories set out to create an
‘infernal market’ by ending the sys-
tem whereby local health authorities

~were responsible for planning. and

providing a balance of services in
their locally-run hospitals.

‘Now smaller, even less account-
able health authorities are simply
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~ tive position by ‘opting out’ under the
Act to form a self-contained business

‘purchasers’, using their
- cash-limited budgets to
buy health care for their
resident population from
separately-managed or
opted-out hospital
‘provider units’, locally
or further afield.

This completely un-
tested new system
needs prices. and this
means that an expen-
sive new bureaucracy

has been created by each provider to

cost, price and issue invoices for
each patient treated, while pur-
chasers need extra clertks and ac-
countants to check and pay the bills.
Even before the new system got
under way, rows had broken out be-
tween purchasers and providers over
the costs of treatment and the num-
ber of patients to be treated, with the
patients caught in the middie.
Because the new system puts
each hospital into competition with

~others, it has also forced panic

measures to wipe out.long- running
deficits built up by many health
authorties, to create a ‘level playing
field’ on which all will compete. Hence
the huge wave of cuts, bed closures
and job losses in health authorities all
over the country in the run up to April
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Management were led to believe
that they could improve their-competi-

— ‘Self Goveming Trusts’. 57 Trusts
were given the go-ahead from April 1:
the attraction for managers include
the ‘freedom’ to tear up national
agreements on pay, conditions and
trade union recognition {while award-

ing themselve huge salary increases),

and unlimited freedom to close beds,

privatise services or sell off land

without consulting anyone.

However few of the Trusts had any
real financial viability: many began life
in deficit and are now looking to cuts

along the lines already made in Guy’s

and Bradford.

Financial crisis
Throughout the NHS the financial

“cnisis is worsening: the new system

has all the worst features of a ‘market’
with all the disadvantages of cash
limits. |

Health authority budgets are fixed.

There is no extra cash in the system,

but more bureaucracy to pay for. Any
hospital that generates a ‘surplus’ can

do so only by ripping off another

health authority and potentially
bankrupting another hospital.
The dog-eat-dog competition is

most ferocious in London, where high
overheads and property values bump -
“up the costs of the major hospitals.

The government has already insisted
that it will not bail out any ‘losers’ in

“their internal market, while civil ser-

vants admit that at ieast one of the big

teaching hospitals could go bankrupt

and close.
- While NHS managers ape their big
brothers in private and privatised in-
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dustries in their hunt for cash savings
at the expense of the workferce, they
are also looking for other ways to at-
tract extra business from purchasers.

This is why some big hospitals, led
by Manchester's Christie Hospital, are
offering a two-tier service, with queue-

jumping ‘fast-track’ -admissions for

patients from health  authorities or

GPs prepared to pay extra. The im-

proved service for a few comes at the
-expense of cutbacks for the rest.

Chaos

Even as the chaos of the new sys-
tem begins to show, more managers
are lining up to join a second wave of

“hospital opt-outs that could include
over 100 units. Health Secretary Wal-
degrave has made it clear that this will
continue. | .

Public opposition to the Tory
'‘market’ plans for health has always

- been massive: but the health unions

and Labour Party have failed to tap
this or build any serious campaign to
stop the legislation, and there was
little campaigning against the first-
wave opt-outs. ]

‘Kinnock now is mealy-mouthed,
making no commitment to immediate

~increased funding of the NHS or im-

mediate steps to disband the Trusts,
return the opted-out hospitals to direct
management and move towards
elected health authorities. |

It is clear that the only way these
catastrophic changes to the NHS will
be halted or reversed is through a
change of government. Building high
profile campaigns on the NHS can
help to ensure that this happens, and
is followed by campaigning that en-
sures a Labour govemment acts to
restore our NHS.

- .




