Right to
silence qone

to the dogs

Anger
reaches
tever pitch

Cancel the

Ihe criminal
|ustice act

Liberation!
does the

business

Fighting

militarism

getting
away with
murder

who needs
the Age of

Consent"

WHY WE HATE THE POI.ICE page 5




Q QNILSBST "2 o 0 o T, Y AR - ARSI A LA X A A o - s
c’% Ea {% SRR 3 e R PSR R S e S : AT R ? R BRI BRI BLSAAEION RN P A PR DRI i
Q% . . vl 4 » ) e s
‘;‘, ; S }"’M 2 AL S i R : Eg:" :'.\-.‘_N:i:' T G % 2 s ‘_455 AR A t"‘t‘ ﬁ:: AR R % & -:E,. BRI @% i
% Q . D0 O ¥ ' ., R G T . Ok A % > AT ”,
ey 'ﬁ"*“ :4-3,” oty TR SRR : s R L U D N SR o s e : 5 \ S '
""3' if’ .-u-:v«. IR Vershiend 5% NS e A ; Tate, & ’ 2 N = o AL 3 o i WA a N bs:g Y ‘:ﬁ. 2 b
o S S e e g o h S
haoe & o e T v (.
e 2 e R 2 P
= 2 R R0 % % _ R a3 o % Vi R
OO0 o
20 - ik ’ N % { ‘{g
C o'
s 4 . s:’: =
X o
b 3 2% %
. > LA
N o,
s : 22
. ,
D S
: : S G : : S e
e ettt e Ay ’.-ﬁg-:‘- D - & w R " o SR e, o o T > >
T vﬁﬁfﬁv&ﬂ' e aoeraces e % [RekE o] T s e At sy S e o = X
G e o IR AN e ;;r._‘).;f_{? PR ) e <2‘:' e e B 2 SR Do S ok % "‘4;_. e, S e s S A o e R0 At ._.-.ﬁ%v.-.-.;&:.-.;.;.;.y" R E-v_ G G At 2R o T
R e e e s &z %- e FIRIAT O ~:3t-'2"é€vt5:g»'>~:~'-:-'-°-'-'°'.-:-.-'°' SR -'-’W’ e e i-«. -@ %@4 PRI n Q% S IR n &
e e B A A A ff-e'et-xﬂ-‘.o-‘:?f R o L S e e R A S AR o <""":"’-“f~“-3“'”"'-=-* """" R T A BANES 5 Bm‘.\mn. SR $558

Student pove
the increase

» Andi *w Berry

Students are geHing poorer every
year. More and more young
people are turning to education or
further fraining of some kind to
escape from the dole queue or
from low-paid, borlng jobs. But at
what cost?

During the late 1980s the Torles removed all s

entitiements to state benefits for most stu- 3
dents on full-time courses. Around the same E 2
time they scrapped fair rents. Average student 5 e
rents in many cities have doubled since 1985, .
while income has fallen sharply before inflation 'fg :
is even taken into account. >
The NUS has estimated that undergraduates '; - -
on a full grant and student loan receive around 2 ~ ~
£10 less per week than unemployed people 5 * by W
aged 18-24. Average student debt levels are 2 o .
well over £2,000, increasing to nearly £5,000 - , . T . Nﬁf’f -
for students aged 22-26. E e . e -

‘ Many students work during temm-time to make E

ends meet, or these figures would probably be
far higher. The number of students dropping
out because of financial problems or difficulties
finding time to study because of their jObS is
also rising.

Yet, these students are better off than those
who receive no grant at all, because their local
authority has refused them a grant for the
course they are dolng, or because parents
won’t or can’t make the full parental contribu-
tion required of them.w";_ ~

Part-time work of the kind students do Is gener-
ally poorly paid. But some students, vocational

Vocational
Tralmng’

deserve better than this. The National Union of
Students must fight for grants which meet the
cost of living for all students. Trade unions
should also take up the Issue of 'trainees’ seri-
ously, fighting for better training, real wages
for those doing real jobs, and the right for all
workers in a workplace to organise around
working conditions. Unfortunately, so far mass
protest hasn’t been key to the NUS strategy.
Rather than waiting for the NUS leadership, stu-
dents must organise to fight for their own
rights to financial support.

trainees, are used as a free or very cheap la-
bour-force.

One such group is student nurses. In London
they receive £327 a month, with no housing
benefit or student loan. For this they have to
work all hours, with no extra money. Any train-
ing Is strictly on the job. Expectations of third-
year Project 2000 nurses are the same as
those of a member of staff. They are held fully
“=accountable for their actions, but not as enti-
~ tled to full wages for their work.

Students and vocational 'trainees’ of all kinds

Liberation! is unique!

| » Elkie Dee 1 y | d ’t h
E Younsg people don’t have
| Learn to be a highly- - .
3 .
| skilled superdoor- 5| much power In the world -
: mat In nine months! 5|13 .

Train to be a top secre- ® | o | d t g t
E Tra 5 SO we heed to organise to
' Many textbooks and in- o M d d
: formation packs for sec- £ get our | eas aroun R
! retarial students are °

designed to brainwash 2! P For just £2 we'll send

young women into betiev- § e - — you the next four issues

ing that the pinnacie ¢f = i . : of Liberation! - better

achievement intre 77 - g “" 1 n still, take a few copies

sen caree” s ‘t:: o= 30- 2 E AW L | | to sell to your friends.

every whim ¢ 3 . - : ?

portant man, such as s ,‘:-.;- o e - an oo . T LTI —"".";,_{i = _ RS Send this coupon bacx 1o Libera

managing director of a f'ff RS RS e T e T I ‘,.,._.j ion. PC Box 1108, Lonoor N4 2UU.

company. e AeS S S e T T oer I s — YOU'RE ON! - here's £2

One booklet suggests  NESS. = ZT.z . =3 DITEIETI OLTEERLTE O ot

that a secretary’s job is Besides typing, Shor-  —3» 72 TI32 aTI II T el TIOE NWITTI TET ‘stamps, a postal order or

to enable herboss 'todo  hand and word process- D27 C° T T D2 D3SE 0 ToT LI TEEIET T a cheque payable to Lib-

his job with maximum ef:  ing, many college rarer Tg” T «I™ 7% —zz7= z-2 szz7, 3 erationPublishing AsSSo-

ficiency’ so that 'The  COUrses include subjects  ciass. TZETTIT TEZT. 2 JOLE cigtion will do).

secretary will Win' the like business studies The bosses .nee; '.:**s ©oIItE TET ~E II.TSES Send me cop-

manager will win, the and management appre- servants 1o think they 7€ SJT SR T TooTETT - ac ~F  meration' on sale

company will win and as  ciation, designed torein-  part of their side, not 1o ozt om 3 TSRS U N ;“"’ VY |

a result the country force the idea of the get funny ideas about L'ke the “aCl 7ra. 2ws S

should.win’. benefits of the free mar-  joining trade unions and about safely ‘¢ ocF e Name

Be a patriotic secre- ket and train secretaries  demanding rights. workers were fought for

tary, a servant to your in methods of exploiting Yet most secretaries. by office workers organ- Address

country and to the other workers more effi-  typists and other office ised in trade unions.

greater glory of capital- ciently. workers are women, Secretarial students

ism. This is how trainee All this is designed to  often in very low-paid  and others on vocational

secretaries and office  make students believe  jobs. courses need to ask lots

staff are taught to forget what it is in the interests They are subjected to  of questions and learn Post cod

their own interests as Of the bosses, owners of  physical health hazards how to organise and OSt Code

workers and to see work  Dig business, the ruling  such as headaches, stand up for themselves Telephone

in terms of personal seif-  rich. damage to eyesight, collectively, in readiness '

development towards Office work has tradi- backache, Repetitive for when they get jobs. Age




ae . - s = . . . - . . - IS teTw o o - . - . . -t @~ 2SS A = ettt i IC Y A T s e = SSOSSE S S St g St at . e e o= - . - -

B T LTI

™ A e K e

\éﬁ%{%ﬁ\x S
'3}”.':-’

S

- EXA)

e e
S ::-.-\.'

5 2
z ;.4: SO
A nle e, A
~

s

SISO R 52 2 S A L AN 3 : T A BANSEER?
e s R R 2 S

QUXE

e RS oust S 5 TN
e SN el 7 S

O A

.

ey s

n

+.

- A o

bRt
2
o

WA

AT s

(%
e

AN A
o

P

REREIR

ROOC O

% 2

e DG
T B NI O
OACORS o el

e

2

A AN b

o

e s
000} NN

ECLARN,

5

oo

;-: :. OO0 % N e O % %
e W ) & 2 3
Taat Ay '}
s

e,

4

' L
E'.. x . QN
v . -

'+, .. v, ..
TaTa 2

4
O

! XX e
- OO

I
ey

CCORCRRN
St et e

Q0 2o * 5 * -
eTereTs 2 o) 2 gt s e v, xS o,
B : SRR e S i =

.‘.':.'ES::'.’-':: R 3 2 SR 0 7 e o ¥ - D R, = A
QAR DB T o '

", ehelna,
" e "t T
% R S RO SR O R s
O e O
. i
|

oy P
S
R

:
SO e " " s

v, -~ -, >, 0 QOGLA

T (DG IOT RGNt R G K G4 G e, - ‘.'ST;}. e o) TR DO

e e S T T L ""f AL R e eim e e e ey -:-3-.:-'?'2

e R e R .{:‘g.* ':a:,' “

e
OO

geof

Ve Ve Te"n " " N e e Ve O A e S | ;\‘.‘.’_

.

» Lisa Winters Down we became an en- .
| vironmental issue, not |
laremont Road justone of housing. Lots ,
was finally ©of people including |

young Earth First! activ-
ists with training in direct
action moved in.

At the start of the final
evictions, bailiffs and
Tactical Support Groups

riot police) were profes-
sionally polite, letting
people leave in their own

evicted in November,
- the day before Budget
Day to minimise news
coverage. Apart from
local TV there was a
virtual news blackout,
of one of the largest,

s,

Lt}

i

costliest police opera- P | !
tions of 1994. time. - ;
For more than 6 This changed when the

riot police cut the cargo
netting strung between
terraces and trees for
communication. |

months, campaigners
had prepared. The siege
began on Tuesday after-
noon and only ended late
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on Thursday night. Accidents and danger-
Barricade ous behaviour by police -

, and bailiffs stirred up

People were barricaded tension. The bailiffs and

into tree-houses, roof-
spaces and bunkers or

riot police were increas-
ingly threatening and bru-

chained to roofs. Hun- tal
dreds more simply occu- M e wh -
' pied the street until any peopie who came

out to defend houses left
after seeing the violent
tactics used against the
first people to be
evicted. |
Doesn't stop
The campaign doesn’t
stop here. |
The enemy’s weapons -
_were biased law-courts,
the threat of legal vio-
lence and control of the
media. Ours were non- |
violence, humour and in- ‘

novative methods of-, a | | | | | _
resistance, such as a ccp | | e c o

roof occupation at the
Although at first glance

chased out by police
charges.
2 years ago the core of
- the No Mil Link Road
Campaign was 20-30
residents of Leyton and
Leytonstone, many part
of an artists’ housing as-
sociation, in houses
bought under Compul-
sory Purchase Orders by
the Department of Trans-
port.
Over 1,000 people
stood to lose homes.
We held jumble sales,
street parties and bene-
fit gigs, and offered help
and advice. Security men
bullied and occasionally
attacked residents in the
streets; empty houses
were guarded by security

}

Endless summer: M11 campaign set an exanmple of how young people can work in the community
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- Houses of Parliament on

4 November and a party

- in Michael Howard’s
front garden. |

We are heartened by

the strength of resis-

tance, and very proud

are unfortunately alive  psychiatric examination

men and quickly demol- v @ but gay men are further
ished. and inspired by the brav; > Kato Alwens a lowering of the age of  discriminated against by ~ and well in the corridors - and separated from
Community ery and perseverance o s well as crimi- consent may appear to having a higher age of  of power. loved ones, all for the

the hundreds who cheer-
fully put up with several
days of cold and bore-

be a positive move, in
practice the new law is

We started an “East
London Community Ac-

consent than straight
people (lesbians are not

The truth is that the Age
of Consent laws serve no

crime of having sex when

nalising squat- ‘
they wanted to.

. ting, removing the -

tion League” and res- , . - an encouragementtothe  recognised as existingin  useful purpose whatso- Gay men additionally
cued a few, but we just dom, with V.e?(’ iittle o '".ght to silenc:, l:an- police to crack down the age of consent ever in protecting young risk being sent to adult
didn’t have enough peo-  ¢at and drink but an  ning raves and SIOP- . .. nargeronyounggay  laws!). people from sexual as- jail, as the age of con-

amazing sense of soli-
darity.

ping demonstrations,
the new Criminal Jus-

men under 18.
The use of an age of

ple. sault or rape, and these  sent for them is higher.

The Criminal Justice

Support grew when
residents of leafy Wan-
stead started to worry
about their chestnut
trees.

In the wake of Twyford

There could be many
more Claremont Roads

and it's good to think we

may inspire other peo-
ple.

tice Act also ventures
into the sexual arena,
by reducing the gay
male age of consent
from 21 to 18.

anchester fights th

consent in law has al-
ways been used to pre-
vent all young people
from making their own
choices about when and
with whom to have sex,

Act continues this dis-
crimination and the de-
bate on the subjectin the
House of Commons
proved again that preju-
dice and homophobia

crimes are dealt with by
completely separate
laws.

The age of consent
means that young peo-
ple are taken into care,
put in Borstal, sent for

All age of consent laws
should be abolished, but
the absolute first step
must be to fight for an
equatization of the age of
consent for gay men.

Get Active!

ontact the

anchester

» Adele McGowan . a number of diverse organisations In tion strikes and many other forms cefiance

’ Greater Manchester, from political political protest. Hiance at
Whilst much has been made of the groups to trade union branches to en- The MDA organised a rally in Pic- ept. 86, 1
effect the Criminal Justice Act will vironmental groups, joined together cadilly last December and is plan- ewion
have on squatters, ravers and ;n their :ppositlon to the Criminal ning a demonstration in February, treet

oa o ustice Act. together with a rally building up to !

travellers, the reality is that the Environmental g y g up anchester,

CJA will affect the vast majority o
people in Britain in one way or

another.

Manchester Defiance Alliance
(MDA) was formed as an alliance o

The Defiance Alliance recognizes
that the way to defeat the act is to
unite a broad range of forces op-
posed to the Act using a wide range
of tactics including environmental ac-

the Demo in late January.

if you would like to affiliate to the
MDA, want a speaker or would like
more Iinformation, contact the Man-
chester Defiance Alliance.

1 THW.
el. (0161)
46 0468 or
32 9218.
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Building a
Liberation! branch

at raising awareness and increasing support for

» Liberation! supporters in Chichester

‘Student grants have to be cut...
there is not enough money to go

round’

‘Equal educational opportunities are

avallable for all’

‘Poverty is inevitable... people can-

not be equal’

‘Women have got what they want’

" This “redlity’ is questionable, but
do these phrases sound familiar?
We in Chichester believe that inequality is not

inevitable simply because It exists at the mo-
ment. The gas workers’ 16% pay cut an-

nounced in December 1994 preceded the 70%

wage Increase by their ‘Big Boss’. Arguably
then, poverty Is not “ inevitable” as the cliche

purports, but is bound up in our ever-exploita-

tive capitalist system which seeks to further in-
terests of the ruling rich in society at the

expense of the majority. We belleve nothing
will change without a raising of social aware-
ness and a solidarity achieved by an organised
fight against the destructive system.

We recently set up a local Liberation! branch In
Chichester. We hope to raise awareness in our
college of the problems that really do affect us

Our first venture was to involve people in the
campaign against student grant cuts. We have
designed and produced leaflets which have
been distributed around the college. We hope
to follow this up with a public meeting aimed

» George
Thompson

The Young Labour
Conference in

Brighton on 4-5 Febru-
ary is the first chance
for youth in the Labour

Party to express their
opposition to the di-
rection in which Blair
is leading the party.

In the past 6 months he
has consistently failed to
stand up for young peo-
ple’s interests. He has
refused to oppose the
CJB, attempted to back-
slide on Labour’'s mini-
mum wage commitment,
and promoted the idea of
a graduate tax.

Now the private school-
boy wants to ditch na-
tionalisation (through
rewriting Clause 4) and
argues the market can
solve our problems.

Recent history shows
the market has produced
increasing homeless-
ness as it cannot provide
affordable housing for
sale or rent.

Unemployment is a
constant feature of it,
and our hving standards

.are at the mercy of

sharks who through a
day's successful gam-
bling on the pound in the
currency markets can
make billions at our ex-
pense.

Opposition to Post Of-
“ce orivatisation shows
= .tz ~ow has httle
zm m e marketl Pva

_____ -t - — -— aad -

ings and erosion of work-
ers’ pay and conditions.

Ex-Tory ministers and
Kuwaiti oil sheikhs rob
profits from companies
like BT and BP, which
should be going to us.
The British Gas boss
pays himself £500,000
and it neglects safety
work.

All these companies
should be renationalised
without compensation.
But Blair says now he’s
not even going to rena-
tionalise the railways
and mines.

We say, how can La-
bour develop environ-
mentally friendly and
cheap national transport
and energy networks
without taking industries
in these sectors into
public hands?

The nationalisation of
the commanding heights
of the economy as
Clause 4 of Labour’s
constitution demands is
needed today more than
ever! Labour can never
realise its professed am-
bition to achieve full em-
ployment, end the
motorway madness,
sweep away cardboard
city, without such nation-
alisations.

Liberation! urges all
conference delegates to
register their disgust at
Blair's recent pro-
nouncements and to de-
fend Clause 4. Only by
Young Labour rejecting
the neo-capitalist poli-
cies of the party’'s cur-
-ert leacers will it attract

- g gl gy, - S
uﬂ'ﬂs' : 'C-db-l L]

Nationalisation of the commanding heights of the economy is needed today more than ever!

both demonstrations and Liberation!

We have faced certain problems.

Chichester is highly populated with Conserva-
tive and, to a lesser extent, Liberal voters. This
makes it difficult to promote our campaign.
There Iis a misconception within Chichester
that things which appear not to affect you di-
rectly are not worth questioning. This apathy in
youth needs addressing. We believe that in-
creased awareness would provide an alterna-

tive.

This is difficult though as there is a lack of de-
mocracy and freedom of speech. This was dem-
onstrated when a Chichester college student
produced a poster addressing the issue of ho-
mosexuality. The principal refused to have the
poster displayed; it was not until the story was
covered in a local newspaper that he backed
down. Similarly CJA posters which we have pro-
duced have, unfortunately, been taken down by
our supposedly democratic principal.

We appeal to all Libera-

tion! readers to con-
sider the world and to

join together to help us

fight injustices that af-

fect us all.

Equal opportunities
available for all..? Pov-
erty is inevitable..?
Women have got what

they want..? There isn’t

enough money to go
around..? Are these
statements true?

.........

Get Active!

To find out
more send In
the coupon on
the opposite

page to
Liberation!,
PO Box 1109,
London N4
2UU.

Opposing the Labour right

Y
A

.......
QOGO N
ARSI 4 o L A A T e e QR oML

............

''''''''''

Sexism presents women as passive, not as powerful beings

>» Barbara Vanden
Pomography is not

an expression of
sexuality but a further-
ing of the exploitation

of society’s victims.

Why is pornography the
fastest growing industry
in Europe?

It reflects an exploita-
tive society and a system
where women have a
lower status than men.

it obvious that most
pornography today isn't
about sex - it's about
sexism and men’s power
over women.

It's filled with repetitive
images of weak women,
ruled either by their sex-
ual ‘appetite’ or by the
men around them.

In a largely restricting
society with rigid and re-
pressive hierarchies
pornography is a form of
male dominance over
women.

Pornography is used -
just like all the other sex-
ist products of our soci-
ety - to make men think
that women are objects

et

2R
S

.............
-------

and victims.

It strengthens the im-
ages of women given out
in capitalist society.
Even when awomenisin
full time work she is
often considered respon-
sible for household
tasks.

This is not a biological
issue. After all why - sim-
ply because it is the fe-
male that gives birth -
should she be the one
house bound?

Women's position is
often dependent largely
on their economic posi-
tion in society. It is
bound up in capitalism.

A working woman with
her own wage can be in-

dependent of a male

partner and a family if
she wants to be. But if
that's her choice it's
said to be wrong by the
moral right and the To-
ries.

Major’'s “back to ba
sics scheme” was alleg-
edly in order to crack
crime, prevent delin-
quency and so on. In fact
it was a hysterical cam-
paign used as a means

.....
......

of pushing females back
into the home at a time
when industry doesn’tdi-
rectly require their assis-
tance.

The sexist images and

ideas in Jjohn Major's

speeches are like those
in pornography. The
ideas are designed by
those in the capitalists
class to maintain their
interests.

Sexist ideas and im-
ages reduce the value
and importance of
women and the choices
they try to make for
themselves.

Sexism presents
women as passive, not
as powerful beings.

The capitalist class
and all the teachers,
writers and ‘idea mak-
ers’ they employ tell us
that women should be
subject to men’s desires
and are irrelevant. politi-
cally.

So sexism divides the
sexes meaning that, for
example, the unequal di-
vision of labour in socCi-
ety is legitimised.

Right to silence
undermined

» Mark Jasen

The Criminal Justice
and Public Order
Act was developed fol-
lowing a whole series
of miscarriages of jus-
tice that undemmined
wide layers of people’s
faith in the courts, the

police, and the legal
system.

The government was
forced to concede that
they had falsely impris-
oned the Guilford Four
and the Birmingham Six
after denying them the
right to appeal for years,
the West Midlands Seri-
ous Crime Squad was
suspended for wide

scale corruption after it
was exposed for fitting
up numerous victims,
and numerous other mis-
carriages of justice were
coming to light.

This then forced the
government to commis-

sion an inquiry into the

whole system of criminal
justice.

It is ironic then, that the
result of this inquiry was
one of the most repres-
sive pieces of legislation
for years, the Criminal
Justice Act.

One aspect of the Act
effectively undermines
the “right to silence” and
therefore fundamentally
shifts the whole balance
of the British Legal Sys-

tem.

Although the right stiil
formally exists, refusing
to answer questions can
now be used in court as
evidence of a persons
guilt.

Rather than preventing
future miscarriages of
justice, the CJA will now
make it much easier for
the police and the courts
to fit up innocent people.

It is quite clear that
there are numerous
other innocent people in
British Jails, the only ex-
ceptional thing about the
Birmingham six and the
Guilford four were that
the criminal justice sys-
tem was exposed.
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Longer fruncheons? No way!

Another racist
killing by Stoke
Newington Police

“Uniess the arbitrary
and violent abuses of po-
lice powers are stopped
the gulf between the
black community and
the police will reach

» Simon Deville

On Friday 16 De-
cember, Olu-
washiji Lapite, a 34
year old Nigerian was

stopped by police for
“acting suspiciously”,
twenty minutes later,

he was dead.

Police initially claimed
that they found a pack-
age of “crack” cocaine in
his pocket, although
later their story had
changed to claim that
they saw him throwing it
away.

The death of Owashiji
Lapite generated a great
deal of anger in the local
- community, with a 200
strong demonstration or-
ganised on 23rd Decem-
ber. He was the the fifth
person to die at Stoke
Newington Police station
since 1971.

Stoke Newington Po-
lice Force has buiit up
over a number of years

e
e

reputation for violence,
malpractice and corrup-
tion.

Only last November
they were forced to pay
out £70,000 damages
to a local taxi driver
amidst accusations of
assault, false imprison-
ment and malicious
prosecution.

Officers have also been
implicated in both deal-
ing and planting drugs.

A campaign has al-
ready been established
around this most recent
killing. -

A spokesperson from
the campaign said “The
death of this family man
at the hands of the noto-
rious Stoke Newington
police, though not sur-
prising, has horrified the
local community. |

“Shiji is yet another vic-
tim of police brutality. It
appears everyday black
people are abused and
brutalised by police offi-
cers.

B P

breaking point.”

Get Active!

The Shiji
Lapite
Campaign is
demanding the
sacking of the
two officers
and for
criminal
changes to be

brought.

Contact the
campaign at
PO Box 273,

Forest Gate,
London E7.
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» Mark Jasen
Some people in the

antl racist move-
ment have argued for a
new law against racist

attacks.

We would argue that
racist attacks are al-
ready illegal and that the

v

Harmondsworth centre

real problem lies, not
with the lack of legisla-
tion, but with a legal sys-
tem that is racist through
and through.

Indeed in many cases it
is the police themselves
who are carrying out rac-
ist attacks, and it is the
state who lock up assy-
lum seekers in specially

built prisons such as

Campsfield.

Not surprisingly, this
call for a new law has
also proved unpopular
amongst grass roots
anti racist campaigners,
who have to face the ra-
cism of the state on a

day to day basis.

| the Police

BIG IDEAS
Made Simple

» Jonathan Davin

The state: laws, the
police, religious in-
stitutions, govern-
ment. All these arose,
in one form or another,
thousands of years
ago to organise socl-
ety.

The state institutions
came itnto existence
once agriculture had de-
veloped enough to sup-
port a class of peopie
who didn’'t have to pro-
duce their own food.
They couild live on the
labour of others.

In capitalist society the
state benefits the tiny
minority who own the

"banks, the factories and

companies.

The state is not neu-
tral. 1t intervenes (often
violently) in favour of the
ruling group. It develops
a complex apparatus to
support class rule - par-
liament, the courts, the
police, an intelligence

It wars,
starvation,
environmental
devastation,
exploitation and
injustice muke
you angry...

If you reject the
idea that they
are somehow

“inevitable ” or

permanent
features of
human
society...

Then, like us,
you've
probably
thought alot
about how to
change the
world. Simply
wishing things
would get

together with
others, you can

¢hange the
world.

service and so on. All
these bodies were used
in 1984-85 to attack the
miners.

That is why we disagree
with those who say that
the state should simply
be abolished.

In the transition to so-
cialism, some kind of
state body will still be
necessary, for as long as
the capitalist class is
able to organise against
socialism. This would be
controlied by the produc-
ers and would benefit the
whole of society.

In contrast, the current
capitalist state benefits
only a small minority.

Some socialists argue
that we can transform
the existing state into a
democratic workers
state, using parliament,
through elections onto
councils, and simply im-
plementing socialist poli-
cies.

There is not a peaceful
road to socialism be-
cause the state is not

/
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neutral, but rather is an
expression of class rule.

If revolutionary social-
ists found themselves a
majority in parliament,
the bodies through which
the capitalist state inter-
venes, such as the po-
lice and the army woulid
intervene violently.

This happened in Chile
when a left wing “Popular
Unity” president and gov-
ernment was elected.

A military coup over-
threw the government,
Killing the president and
thousands of militants,
and imposed a repres-
sive right wing govern-
ment. The capitalist
state needs to Dbe
smashed and replaced.

We would support all
genuinely progressive re-
forms under capitalism.
For example we would
defend welfare rights,
health care, education
and full employment,
and we would also sup-
port those fighting to de-
fend these against the
interests of the ruling
class.

We would, ‘however,
recognise that there are
limits to how far we can
take reforms under a
capitalist system which

IS organised on the basis
of profit rather than hu-
man need. We would
also recognise the futility
of attempting to reform
the coercive forces of the
capitalist state.

Some socialists would
describe the police as
“workers in uniform”, for
example Militant Labour.
They argue that the po-
lice should be unionized,
and that their demands
for better conditions
should be supported.

Whiist we could sup-
port the unionization of
the police since it helps
to undermine discipline
within the force, they
shouid not be regarded
as part of the workers
movement.

It is difficult to see how
we could support de-
mands for better condi-
tions for the forces of
state repression, the
very bodies that the
state uses to fight back
against those demand-
ing reforms.

More police on the
streets to harass work-
INg class communities?,
more police on picket
lines, perhaps?, longer

truncheons? No way!
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Send me my Liberafion! supporters’ card. Here is a

7 Liberaﬁon! is a newspaper

cheque/postal order payable to ‘Liberation Publishing]
Association’ for £5 (£1 school students & unwaged) .

two first class stamps.

| enclose four first class stamps.

Name

Address

Post Code

Tel

Age

/ |Liberation! group, want copies of
better is not -
enough. _
Working alone | |
you can change [] Send me more information about Liberation!. | encloseI
ome things a S |
: little f?)r a Send me the last four issues of Liberation!. |
4
while; working |




' . o - tet - N B T miw e s S eIMTL ma e e LT W TS N e = e AR oy Wi m
prmn: = -

e

- e« = b me MMV 4 " sem o e hlemnegge , ¢ eece " mme e, e e ¢ e - - - - e ALt - Mt W W P YW T mimems s e . e e m—pi ® =AY et femem: e - N

G o ) @,-5. MENIIOONOOC N e et ST T QYR o, o 0 Q T o 5 & o -
A e SRR AR A e L AN > s SRR it S S SRR % 3 N A 2 = AR,
OO Q :, Q& Y c X \ 3 -, G a 5 ¥ v &
S v s % 223 & o 2% * Ty L o eyl R W o o % o oo A * ey e TR % "% R . ; g o q RIS
; ':. l' : X = b“b - 5 S ; " ... " &.' Y, 3 5 A 5 . O G 5: T s A A Y Ny q: ) X ;‘- )
e o X % 7 > o X P e 2 5 y 7o ) S = oy 5 'y e eyl . % S s o Prm v . L
« é: 3 » 3 ) . z S e Roa O 32 Y, e s e 3 +, S5 & 'y 7 s " o
& > 8 " e v ' M TR v 3 e, 2 A
2 : S e 5 > N 3 3 % 2 s L 2% 2 RSO O T L S A >
S s ¥ i [ A z g AN s 3 e S 2 s ; K oA
- S L e . e e : - Laad
> 2 S DA A 7 ) ;
! - Gl " ot *
i RV s A - o te Ay ﬁ‘ % % - v el
= SR & A A 5 s R : o
£) O
o » Y v, o
2 MO 5 &5 & Y 3: SRS o
5 NS o e 3 R e s S ey
e 2% : : S S S A PR s
e e SRS 2 A > : a2 T
A0S o x v S % X “ X
OOOC s G 5 K7 6 a, . .
e e SR : A SRS
fos, 4::'; o ": o, >, G :“%ﬁ ; o ” b‘l = : \:::'.- §. R, ; ‘
B - & e :_., ey LR s REPII: ST E‘-:s-' A, S s . 3 X 2R ; ) N E ; ) AR
Q0 - nare, o QO v o QDOG 23 QS 2 BRS atoaaly, 2ny ! v Z5 " o 2} S 5 e o 2 o DO 2%
o o O - SO AQEA T A0 e A % ) Gy . an % L, Q 3 DA . ¥ ArmR M
SR R S RIS R . DA 2 : N R O A SR ST R R X 2 s 2 A A s Y G Ty PR
o % e ooiv T e e ety e 5 5 X el e et A 3 " " 2 > ey I 3% 3 B i 3 Laa! y % % 5
X o e eedet ORI % R R A 6 A X o & 3 GRS ot e o5 3 At X Ty e ot & 0 ) ss o X GV L o’
o St 2 R, @‘:‘W RO ‘{-E-'}:.:'::::!- $5.‘;.":' 22 RS _3%‘ S (.;.0.‘:- R, {:f-\- et - O e R - "’.;- RIS A A e s 2 gt " X A % "EE.:':_;?-' » .-!:?.‘- 23 \.-.‘.:.' DA 5 RS _:{?5;{ R 7 XK 3 NEERR Y x x o RO R % = SEr _‘
e . o ST e e e s DI O S O RaRe RS o e R} St A S K o QP 3 : : } {'. GO0 D i :é ORI ¥ 3 A, o o 3 B Q R i S T %
SRR : T R et R A R s R AR R R e R S e e P R R T s NS
& P M N

Spanish youth
~ resist militarism

10, 000 young men, referred o as ORBERTO: Manues, why are you an “insu-  for thelr deflance of e
. h bt | , .
‘insumisos’, have refused fo do MISIO ™ ;'::"t'e‘ge":t prison .
H H 2o 3 . | ANUES: | am against military service o
m:lnh:ry servies in Spain. The o and the civilian alternative service The repressionisnot |
Spanish state has thrown 150 of (P.S.S.) imposed by the government. lam  going to stop their

them into prison. It hopes to defer totally opposed to the army and | wish to and our struggle for a

. ope . live in a non-militarised society. | oppose better society.
O'hQP resisters of military service the P.S.S. because it legitimizes the mili- | ety .
by imposing harsh penalties. tary service. | —
Category 1 prisoners spend 23 hours a day In ORBERTO: Why are there different catego- ' '
Isolation, Category 2 can mix with other prison- | Nries of 'insumisos’ prisoners? MRUE
ers, Category 3 prisoners are given day release ANUES: Because the governing . oauerc
for work and study. Fa_rty cannot face the opposition to hie
Demonstrations against military service and its policies and so is forced to ’soften’ the
the imprisonment of conscientious objectors CONda"O"S of Imprlsfonme?t for total objec- oguera
\ -~ tors. We were transferred from category nce Anton:o
;how the i"s‘l:'m'sos':: a;;l::): a'f not alone. in two which allows prisoners to live com- | _
aragoza on November ast year munally with others to category three al- Aliage 1k
“Over three thousand demonstrators marched lowing us temporary freedom in the 1 are fe
to a prison shouting slogans in favour of the 'in  daytime.
sumisos’ and against thelr imprisonment. _ -
We encircled the prison carrying torches and ORBERTO: Your struggle is not as well
we were heard and seen by four 'insumisos’ known outside Spain as it ought to be. Is e TC -
who had then been on hunger strike for twenty-  LNére anything supporters from other countries FUEIIEX-T Y.
, two days." — | ' can dO? | . | » 4
Category 3 prisoners refuse to recognise the le- ANUES: Of course. We receive let- Iragozc
gitimacy of their punishment by not returning ; ters in prison which cheer us up. Avda de ™ sl
to the prison at night. NORBERTO LAGUIA Some are from Britain. .
CASAUS, spoke to MANUES NOGUERAS, a More letters are welcome. Supporters could Tmerica oL . .
| Category 3 prisoner resisting military service @~ also write letters of protest to the Spanish em- 00C -
i for Liberation! bassy In their own country. | ragozxe ..
| | By the time you read this Manues among oth- . ...
3 | ers will be imprisoned under stricter conditions & ...
| = s WV s
. re a n £ : el e
-, |
now! i |
. =
5 .
| 3|
» Simon Deville North of Ireland is usu- 8
ally portrayed as a relig- ®
anuary 20 marks ious conflict between 2 = o B
the 23rd anniver- 'warring factions’. ;g ' S
sary of the “Bloody t:Mt?d th:”s anlalysas, we a5 . oms i ..
Sunday” massacre, - ° U°COMC HC - .. ' | . .
here British troops peace process that Is 2 - , -=
w currently unfolding as : . : . . .:.
shot and killed 14 peo-  no first step towards § | . - . -
ple on a peaceful clvil  gvercoming the religious 3 ‘ , . ::
rights demo in Derry. divide. o | » : e e
Every year since, there Such views, however, . e
have been demonstra- completely obscure the Get Active!? | | - | |
tions both. in Britain and  real nature of the con- | - |
in Ireland, to commemo-  flict, one of along history gt CU R L1 = re n‘ o u n e r a C
rate the massacre, and  of resistance to colonial El~aR:Jgbkib]s | -
to demand a withdrawal rule. . |
of British troops from Ire- The Downing Street withdrawal » Elkie Dee | tions for the next 5 years. If someone defles
land. declaration offers noth- RICUURILILITY | this, he/she may be fined over £20,000 or im-
' In 1921, British Imperi-  ing other than to reas- XY INTY: LIV 3:31) Ivil liberties are also under attack In other  pisoned for 2 years. |
alism imposed partition, sert the British rts of Europe. Charles Pasqua, the ex- ‘
creating a Northern Governments commit  DabhdaldZ, . ‘: i 02 oh Prime Minkster. Io bus Powers of interpretation and implementation of
' i bl remely right-wing French Prime Minister, isbusy g these laws are, of course, in the hands of
Statelet based uponsec- ment to a divided Ireland  F:¥YFX =111 - » - ’ ’ .
tarian privilege, as away  with a Northern statelet noon. Platt and k de strati
to divide and rule the in which sectarian privi- . oo ?909'9 a, attack demonstrations. ~ proof, simply on the word of a cop.
countwy they could no lege is enshrined. Fields, Platt Security’ laws are proposed which focus par- This will make it harder to protest against
longer hold onto by sheer Whether or not resis- [JR:1 -9 ticularly on attacking the right to protest. other laws introduced by Pasqua’s govern-
force aﬁlone. tgch to this sectarian Manchester. They: ment, such as the antl-immigration laws.
[?espute the cease—ﬁ_re, division takes thg fgrm of For further e legalize camera survelllance of public places, The French police are not known for being nice
S0 o roant o6 tan ot romsonc 1o [MMNGINIY - mke !t lega o car anythng et can be - pocpland s very kel that they wil make
ever, troops still remain  both British Imperialism 8 Out :'Ised as a weapon or misstie on a demonstra- the most of this opportunity, that this legisla-
in the north of Ireland, and to sectarian privi- FOOPS VU on, | tion will quickly be implemented quite savagely.
and catholics and nation-  lege will continue as long  JUi L2t 1L, * allow police to search any vehicle In the area  ygyng sociallsts there are arguing the need to
alists still face massive  as the sectarian North- F YL AT -Tel around a demo taking place. unite against Pasqua, that anybody there may
discrimination. ern statelet does. Demonstrators convicted of breaking the law ‘come under attack.

The conflict in the 1743. will be banned from taking part in demonstra-
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- East Timorese youth

new year's up

> Paul Walker

n 1 January yet

another uprising
took place in East Tk
mor led by youth and
students. -

These riots foliowed
‘the events of 12 Novem-
ber 1994 when East Ti-
mor was gripped by a
mass insurrection
against the 20 year indo-
nesian occupation as
East Timorese occupied
the grounds of the US
embassy in the Indone-
sian capital Jakarta.

Reports indicate that
the latest incident, an in-
surrection in Bacau, a
town of some 25,000 in-
habitants 120 miles
east of Dili, capital of

ast Timor, was sparked

y the murder of an East

imorese youth by an In-

onesian trader.

Hundreds of East Ti-
morese youth responded
to the murder by attack-
ing police stations, mar-
kets, shops and houses
owned by indonesian
transmigrants. Transmi-
gration is the process

>» Jodley Green

magine that you

have taken out a
loan. You have paid
ten times the amount
of the original loan in
interest, but you are
still in debt.

You work in order to pay
off the debt, but the peo-
ple you owe money to
also control how much
you are paid.

You sell some of your

nlervene -

The Infernational Monetary Fund has the power fo

o,

° >

ly

Brifish Government is the

- whereby the Jakarta re-
gime moves Indonesians
into East Timor by offer-
ing them the best busi-
ness opportunities and
jobs. The aim is to colo-
nize the country and to
eventually swamp the in-
digenous population.
Any symbol of the Indo-
nesian occupation is

possessions, but the
peopie you owe moneyto
~also control the price at
which you can sell. |
Maybe in desperation

o
(2

thus seen as a legiti-
mate target by the East
Timorese youth. -
According to sources
inside East Timor a
group of 500 youth re-
mained gathered in the
centre of Bacau on 4
January and that security
forces remained on
stand by but away from

eT

scribed is the one that
exists for the poorest na-
tions of the world which
have massive debts.
The World Bank, the In-

you would take out an- - ternational Monetary

other loan just to pay the
interest of your first loan.

- Nightmare

Does this nightmare
sound like being in debt
to a cross between a
loan shark, the mafia
and a con man?

The situation de-

- Fund and the G7 (Group
of seven richest coun-
tries) use their power to
keep wages low in the
poorest countries, and
to keep down the price of
the goods they export.

They can decide to re-
duce the value of weak
currencies at will.
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the area.

All the signs are that
1995 will see a continu-
ation of East Timorese
resistance lead by youth
and students against the
Indonesian occupation.
Pressure has building up
against the regime
throughout 1994 and
there are signs that

. 4

The system is biatantly
unfair and inhumane.
Countries where famine

and starvation are an
everyday reality produce
cash crops such coffee.
and sugar in order to pay
off the debt.

The International
Monetary Fund has the
power to intervene into
local economies, forcing
cuts in public spending,
such as the health serv-
ice.

AN ey,

e e,

A,

splits are occurring in the
Indonesian regime about
what to do next in East
Timor.

In 1996 the first deliv-
eries of Hawk ground at-
tack aircraft will take
place from British Aero-
space to the Indohesian
regime. The coalition
“Stop The Hawks - No

» Kathryn Marshall

| ast July, the Fourth

Intemational youth
summer camp in Tus-
~cany, ltaly was an
enormous success,
with over a thousand
young militants at-
tending from all over

Europe and beyond.

- The camp provides an
ideal opportunity to meet
and exchange experi-
ences with young revolu-
tionaries from numerous
other countries, with

Summer

o
=

vt A A )

Arms To Indonesia” has
aunched a year of action
o stop the delivery of the
Hawks which will be
used against the East Ti-
morese resistance.

The British Govern-
ment is the main ally of
the Indonesian regime
and is allowing British

Aerospace to give the

workshops and films or-
ganised on a wide range
of topics. |
Discussions

Women's Liberation is
always placed high on
the agenda, though a
wide rangde of other dis-
cussions are also organ-
ised, including the
environment, student
struggles, anti-racism
and drugs, through to in-
ternational solidarity
with struggles across the
world, from Bosnia to
Brazil.

As well as the political

Jakarta regime the tools
to carry out its murder-
ous job.
- The year of action will
include trespasses onto
. BAe sites, mass pro- -
- tests and other forms of
~non-violent direct action.

Get Active!

If you want to
get invelved in
the coalition
then contact
Stop The
Hawks ¢/o
NPC 88
Islington High
8 Street London

N1 8EG.

Year Of Action

Pack is
available for

1 £1.20.
Cheques
payable to
Stop the
Hawks.

dmp

discussions, there is
plenty of time set aside
or relaxing and having
un, with discos and par-
ies (including a women
only party).

This year's camp will
be in the sunny South of
France, and we aim to
ensure that it will be an
even greater success
than in previous years.

Join the Liberation!
delegation at this year’s
camp in late July for just
£150 including food,
travel and entertain-
ments.
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The photograph of the year: October’s CJB demo is defended from « mounted police attack.

» Duncan Chapple

Now the Criminal Justice Bill is
law. But the fight isn’t over.
Liberation! supporiers are shill
working fo take on the Criminal
Justice and Public Order Act 1994.

We think it’s possible to make it
hard to put the Act into practice,
and to force the coming Labour gov-
emment to scrap the Act. Starting
out we have to learn some things
from the campaign against the BIll.

First things first. Building the cam-
paign by ‘keeping it sweet’ doesn’t
work if it means trying to persuade
. the Torles that the law is unfair. But
that’s what some people thought we
could stop the CJB. Liberation! calls
that the /iberal view. The Tories
aren’t interested in being fair. They
are interested in who has the money
and who have the votes. Arguments
from one person or one group of peo-
ple don’t count for much with them.

What worries the Tories Is the possi-
bility of alliances - of real action that

links the young people who oppose
the new law to mass soclal forces -

the trades unions, the black commu-
nities, the unemployed and others.

Imagine if those who opposed the
.Bill had been able to convince a cou-
- ple of trades unions to strike against
it. The people who run this country
aren’t stupid. They can see the dan-
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ger of students and youth linking up
with working people - the majority In
this country - who have real social
power. In the 1970s, the threat of a
general strike by the trades unions
forced Edward Heath’s Tory govem-
ment out of office.

There’s another point of view that’s
just as wrong as the ‘keep it sweet’

brigade. We think It’s wrong to think

that calculated confrontations be-
tween small, well organised groups
of peopie with the police will force
the Torles to back down. Liberation!
calls this the uitra-left view.

An ultra-left is basically a liberal who
has been defeated. Liberals get frus-
trated when reasoned argument
doesn’t convince those who rule us.
Uitra-lefts try to embarrass them, to
try and force the police to be more
repressive in order to ‘expose’ them.
That’s how an ultraleft person
thinks the ruling class works.

We disagree. Just like the liberals,
the ultra-lefts don’'t act as though
they think they can win a majority of
people to oppose the CJA. '

We think the Tories introduced the
CJA as part of their fight against
young people and the working class.
When the Torles explain why they
need CJA they bad mouth its most
isolated victims - young people and

- those campalgning for social justice.

But most victims of the CJA will be

- working class people up in court and
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trades unionists: groups of people
with potentially cruclal weight in so-

clal struggiles.

The way for young peoplie to defeat
the CJA is by linking up with those
bigger forces and to make the fight
against the CJA a part of the class

struggle. |

By building opposition to the CJA

into the fight of the working class
majority In this country, the CJA will
become part of the relationship of
forces In the big social struggle. It
wiii become too risky for the Torles
to push It through in the way they

want. It would also be impossible for

the Blalr leadership of the Labour
Party to refuse to scrap the CJA with-
out looking like traitors to young
people and trades unionists.

We aren’t opposed to cetaln actlons
by small groups - of course not. But
we need to tie the CJA into the is-
sues where people are moving
against the government and create
united mass mobilisations around
them, in order to maximize the num-
bers involved.

That means we need lots of mobilisa-

tions that are peaceful and well or-
ganised, maybe even legal if that is
the best way to make particular mo-
bllisations big. Mobilisations like
those, which Involve masses of work-
Ing class people, are what will

smash the Act.

....................
.....................
--------------

Get Active!

If you want to
join the
resistance,
contact The

| Freedom
Network at

372
Coldharbour 1
Lane, Brixton,

l London SWO.

You can
‘phone them

lon 0171 -737

6721.




