The phony Bishop Stortford truce is dead.
It has yet to be buried by the left.

Unity of the labour movement has never
been more needed to mobilise its whole
strength to:
® TURN the tide against mass unemploy-
ment
# KILL Tebbit's Bill
® HALT Heseltine's attacks on
government
® END YOPs slave labour
@ STOP Cruize ;
® BEREAK the back of the Tories at every
peint of their attack.

To forge such a unity needs new
leaders. Yet Michael Foot's "truce” always
was a manoeuvre to muzzle such determin-
ad advocates of these policies and halt the
emergence of new leaders. The ‘truce’ was
to give complete freedom to the witch-
hunters. The 'truce’ was to give full rein to
the Denis Healeys and Roy Hattersleys, to
the John Boyds and Sid Weighells to divide
the movement.

Why no outcry when some supporter of
Healey or Hattersley is selected as a Labour
candidate? Hasn't the main role of such
people been to divide the fightback?

Michael Foot is not interested in unity
against the Tories. The only recommenda-
tion for objecting to the reselection of

local

Sheffield Heeley MP, Frank Hooley, is that
he is so totally insignificant that his right
wing policies have not come in for much at-
tention!

As for Stan Cohen, member for Leeds
sSouth East. he was only stopped from
departing for the SDP last year by the per-
sanal pleadings of Michael Foot. After his
failure to gain re-selection he is now
leading the pack against the Militant
tendency and other left wingers.

An NEC refusal to endorse Militant sup-
porters Pat Wall and Terry Fields as
parliamentary candidates cannot be allow-
ed to pass — as have the continuing witch-
hunting activities of the right wing who
have never observed the truce.

The battle must extend to the forces
with real power — the unions. It is the bloc
vote which props up the right and gives
succour to the witch-hunters. A determin-
ed effort to take the Labour Party battles
into the unions would send a shiver down
the backs of the right-wing and would in-
tensity the fight against the Tories. Such a
battle would mean organising from top to
bottom in the Labour Party and the unions.

Such a battle would mean the forging of
a strong alliance with the Laurence Scott
campaign around the AUEW’'s Rule 14
which can overturn the right wing ex-

ecutive. It would mean linking up with the
fight for a special conference of the NUR
by the rebellious guards. It would mean
linking up with the Broad Left in the
Transport Union and in the Post Office
Engineering Union.

The whole fabric of British politics
would be electrified if Benn and other left
wing leaders boldly came out in support of
militant struggle. What a difference there
would be if Benn answered the now
familiar threat to close down this or that
plant with a pledge that Labour would
reverse everything!

What a boost there would be to the
campaign 10 remove engineering leaders
Terry Duffy and John Boyd if he pledged
nationalisation of Laurence Scott. Such an
approach would give real flesh and blood
to the declaration in favour of extra-
parliamentary action by 32 prospective
Labour candidates,

Watering down Labour's manifesto to
bring it into line with the discredited SDP
policies of the last Labour government is a
recipe for disaster. Boldly mobilising
around Labour conference policies and
other sweeping demands is the way to win
— perhaps the only way.

INSIDE THIS WEEK
The battle at Laurence
Scotts
Railworkers continue
fight
Reds — reviewed
lrish elections

Abortion
rights —
round

one to
women...

PROFESSOR Peter Hun-
tingford is not to be pro-
secuted for giving illegal
abortions under the =
fences Against the Par-
suns Act. Not only is this a
vindication of Hun-
tingford’s brave stand
against the repressive
forces of the law but it's a
big: victory for millions of
wormen and for the right to
choase.,

But there i1s no reom
for complacency., We
should not be fooled by
the remarks of the At-
torngy General who claim-
ed that the Director of
Public Prosecutions was
satisfiad  that maeadical
raasons had been given for
the abortions, and imply-
ing that Huntingford had
privately backed down.

It is obvious that tha
public  outcry and  the
media storm concerning
this issue forced the DPP
to back off from what
waould have been the most
sarious threaat to our right
to choosa sinca the 1967
gct was passed. This may
not mean that ‘abortion on
demand is lagal up to 14
weeks’, as  Huntingford
claims, But it is certainly
ang step on the road to

reater freedom of choice
it Huntingford's  inter-
pre;ta:icun of the Act wins
out.

It shows that the anti-
abortion forces within the
government and their
mandarins in the civil ser-
vice do not feel strong
enough for a head on con-
frontation with the
massive pro-choice lobby
which has been built up
over the years within the
labour  and women's
movements.

While the buff form
which excludes non-
medical reasons remains,
then thiz threat remains —
but there is no doubt
whatsoever that women
have won the first round.
We can go ahead with
strength and confidence
until the day we do get
abortion on demand-a
woman's right 1o choose.
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Murdoch’s job
massacre

ITS JOB-MASSACHRE time at The
Times. As we go to press. Rupert Mur-
doch has insisted on 800 redundancies at
The Times and the Sunday Times as the
price of keeping them open. It seems
likely that the print unions, and in par-
ticular NATSOPA, will agree to several
hundred redundancies.

Since the globe-trotting Mr Murdach took
over at Times Newspapars Ltd (TNL there
have been over BOO redundancies. In order to
grasp what's qoing on at The Timss, it's
nacessary 10 understand why The Times is
not profitable, and what Mr Murdoch's
takeover of an ald British ruling class instity-
tion like The Times represents.

Few of the Fleet Strest newspapers are
profitable. This reflects not only the
economic crisis but the general decline in
newspaper réeadership as television has
become a much more important news
medium,

The Times, formerly the acknowledged
mouthpiece of the British ruling class, has
lately found difficulty establishing its own
distinct space in the newspaper spectrum.
Thus. while the Guardian’s circulation has in
creased by 50 per centin ten years, that of The
Times has stagnated or declined. Strong
trade unionism has established a high level of
staffing and wages.

The takeover of The Times by Rupert Mur-
doch is itself a reflection of another process
at work — the increasing inroads into British
newspaper awnership by multinational cor-
porations,

Rupert Murdoch got hold of THNL at the
knock down price of £15m. It seems likely
that the real estate of the firm alone is worth
£50m. From a purely financial point of view
Murdoch would gain massively from simply
closing down the firm and walking away with
the real estate cash.

Producing low cost newspapers is today
an inherently unprofitable business. The
trade unions in the industry should defend
their members’ hard-won rights — working
conditions, jobs and pay — and not allow
them ta be made the victims of Fleat Straet's
profitability crisis.

But sccialists should be opposed to
capitalist papers like The Times and Sunday
Timas closing down, however much they are
paolitical weapons for tha ruling class,

They represent part of the means of pro-
duction in the media, and it is no part of
democratic socialist policy that the media
should be restricted. What is needed is the na-
tionalisation of the means of communication,
including all broadcasting and newspapers,
and their opening up to political parties, trade
unions and other groups so that the media
can be expanded not restricted.

Itis always the boast of the capitalists that
they stand for a 'free press’. But the popular
press is bacaming even fess free, as more and
maore of it gets into the hands of the multi-
nationals.

A cheap popular press, with many dif-
ferent groups able to publish their opinions,
means a subsidised press. Running news-
papers as first and foremost businesses will
have the same effect in London as in New
York — where there is only one daily paper
left,

In the meantime both the print unions and
the NUJ should reject the idea that thair
members should have to pay to keesp Mr Mur-
doch profitable.

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

If you would like to be put in touch with
Socialist Challenge supporters in your area or
would like more information fill in the form
below
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against
Tehhit

A MASS lobby on 5 April is to demand action

against Norman Tebbit's

‘Employment’ Bill. The Liaison Committee for
the Defence of Trade Unions has called the
lobby outside a meating of 112 trade union ex-
ecutives at Wembley, who will be discussing
the TUC's eight-point plan against the Bill,
Socialist Challenge calls on all its supporiers

for action

anti-union

to build this action.
The Emolovment and
Organisation Committee
of the TUC has approved
an aight-paint plan, sst-
ting up a £1.1 million fund
e defend unions attacked
using the law, and is 1o
call on constituant unions

0 co-ordinate  actlon
‘including, if necessary,
industrial action’ agains:

the Bill. Sut il decided hy
gight votes to five againss
withdrawing from co-
cperation with the
government, and its in-
dusirial action proposals
are ‘hedoged with "Hfs" and
"buts’.

Motion

Can the TUC cam-
paign be made effective?

The sort of action
neaded was outlined at
last Sunday's Annual
General Meeling of the
Lancashire County
Association  of Trades

*National and ragional
demonstrations :
*Organisation of in-
dustrial action against
the Bill.

*An end to TUC par
ticipation in discussions
with the government.
"A massive publicity
campaign 1o exposa

Tory hypocrisy.

Commit

We are asking every
trade union body in Lan-
cashire 1o commit itealf 1o
plecing  ts_ weight and
resources behind  any
union of shop stewerds'
committeg facing the use
of either Tebbit's Bill or
Prior's Bill," said secratary
John Parkinson.

“Whan Heath's lagisla-
tion was introduced and in
fact when Lebour tried 1o
bring in anti-union legisia-
tion in 1968, there were
ang-day strikes and mass
demonstrations. This is

. - L:".Wﬂ\‘.‘é\.-‘
James Prior — whose 1980 laws paved the way for Tebbit's Bill

through.”

The meeting agreed
that resistance Lo Tebbit
shauld go side by side
witt defence of all ‘ex-
isting struggles.

Mext weekend is 10 see
a demaonsiration in
Leyland against Tebbit
and in defence of British
Leyiand workers” jobs. 11
i backed by the BL

Councils, which passed a
matian demanding:

DEFEATING

LABOUR Greater London Coun-
cil doubled its rates this weelk.
Two weeks ago it agreed to put
£1 on the rents in a budget that
also went along with the Law
Lords decision to increase fares
and cut services and jobs on Lon-
don Transport,

Where does that leave the [abour
GLC's manifestod In tarters. Heseltine's
Bill and the vicious and swift atiacke
from the Tores via the courts, have un-
doubtedly left Labour councils reeling,
Stunned by this onslaught they have hiad
na strategy for dealing with it. Instead
they have plaaded that Tt's alf the Taries’
fauit and what we need is a Labour
government’,

But one of the surest ways of getting
rid of the Taries and having a [ abour
guvernmeant is for councile fike the GLC
ta take a lead in mobilising supgort For its
palicies. The Faras Fair policy was ona of
the most papular measures a { ahour
GLC has raken for many a vear. And the
working class has no illusions as to
whose side the courts are on. Yetinstead
of mobilising a mass muovemant in Lon-
don ta defy the Law Lords ruling, Labour
announces g publicity campaign  and
vores for cuts.

The Labour left cennot substitute
itself far the needs andg aspirations of the
warking class but it can and should give
3 lead, Instead jobs and services have
been cur, dircct labour has been run
down, rents and rates have dsen, council
housing sold and sa the list gues on.

the kind of action we nead
now to stop the Bill going

strikars, by the Lancashire
Association, the local

HESELTINE

Mare importantly thase feft Labour
leaders have been unable tu place
thermselves shoulder to shouider with
those workers who are taking action
against the Tores' palicies. What have
lacal and county Labour councils done
far the train drivers, for Laurence Score
workers and BL strikers?

The Labour left has rothing to fose
now by lierally opening the doors of
County Hall and the towr halis to use a
centre of working  clagss action and
rasistance againstthe Tores. In Londaon,
despite the feeblencss of the left's
regponse o Heseftive and the  Law
Lords, the Fare Fight and GLC cam-
paigns have operated as a focus for hun-
dreds if not thousands of workers, in-
cluding many transport workers.

Ar the same time Labour councie
have to show the labour mavameant
wiera the maney really goes — o the
banks and finance houses. The level of
attacks on the working class especially
through Heseltines and Tebbits Bills
dernands a national political response.

But such g national response can on-
fy Be within the Fframework of Lahour |
councils pledged ta:

*make no redundarncies

‘support all workers” action ayainst
Hegalting

“throw open the books to the fabour
movemant ta aid it planning a strategy to
defeat the cuts.

Given such a fead workers will fosl
confident to take on the Tories and fight
for & Labaur gavernment committed o
socialist poficies.

e

Confederation of Ship-
building and Engingering
Unions and the County
Labour Party.

“We are fighting for an
understanding of the way
i which “the law as
stands is being used 1o
prevent Bathgate workers
from using whatever tac-
tics they =ea fit 1o carry
the dispute to a succassful
conclusion’, 'said John
Parkinson.

The response to this
kind of call shows that iz ls
beth realistic and possible
to begin now preparing
for a one-day strike
against the Bill, as part of
a campaign of mass action
designed to smash it, But
this can work only if, as in
Lancashire, it is used as
part of the mobilisstion
around all existing strug-
gles — and not as a

substitute.

Michael ‘Tarzan' Heseltine, Environment Minister
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By Geoff Bell

CHARLIE HAUGHEY, of the outgoing opposi-
tion Fianna Fail Party seems set to form the
next government in the south of Ireland. But
how long he will be Fianna Fail's leader, and
how long Fianna Fail will stay in office, are
open questions.

The election results gave no clear majority
to any party. The final results gave Fianna Fail
B1 seats, the coalition partners Fine Gael and
Labour 63 and 15 respectively and in-

dependents seven seats. There was a 1.97 per .

cent swing to Fianna Fail. mainly at the ex-
pense of the right wing Labour Party, and in
constituencies where anti-H Block candidates
had polled weill in the last election. .-

Of thess  constituen-
cies,  only Barmadette
Mcalskey increased the
vote received by anti-H
Block candidates. Spen-
sored by Peoples Demo-
cracy, lrish section of the
Fourth |nternational, she
got . 2085 votes in the
Bublin Morth Central con-
stituency, owver 500 maora
then the previous anti-H
Block candidate. In other
constitucncies where Pro-
visional Sinn Fein stood in
place of anti-H Block can
didates the vote fall by 50
per cent.

The main surprise in
the election was the suc-
cess of the left social
democratic Sinn Fein —
the Warkers Party, who
won thres seats comparad
to one eight months ago.
SFWP, formally the Of-
ficial wing of the Irish
Republican  movement,
has owver the last few
years, movad consistently
to the right on the national
guestion, to the extant
where it now supports par-
tition. In the north of
Irgland this resulted in its
eclipse as a political force
of any significance.

The apparent success
of SFWP in the south,
together with the low vate
of candidates associated
with the anti-imperalist
rmavement will be a disap-
pointment 1o the mowe-
ment and its supporters.
However, the resulis are
not all they seem at first
glance,

Clash

For instance, although
SPWP mripled its number
of esaare in the Dail
Iparliameant), nationally it
only increased its vote hy
(.58 per cent, And, in con
stituencies  where  thera
wiasa direct clash bebween
SEWPR and anti imperialist
candidates the anti
imperialist vote was mar
gimally better In Cavan/
Monaghan the Provigional
Sinn Fein candicate
receved 3.974 first
preference  votes,  com-
pared 1o 529 for SEWE,
while e the two other con
stituencies SFWP had nar
o wICTOnNes OYer Can
diclates: “of rthe  Irish
Republican Socialist Par-
ty.

Meverthelass, many
will be disappointed with
the voles of Prowvisional
Sinn Fain, the IRSP. Bey
nadene McAliskey and the
othar PR candidate. Joe
Harrington, who received
215 votes in Limerick East
Bernadetle herself show

ed no signs of demoralisa-
tion. ‘We went o every
door in this: constituency
and we put our policies
cleardy and honestly ta the
paopin” she saxl - “We
bl thi vorre and we miny
ad il forward, and ! think
wee clid particularly well in

that. - And having started

Haughey

the fight here we will con
tinue tha fight, and we'll
be. consclidating and
building further on that
position . the next time
araund.’

Success

Certainly, Bernadelle's
campaign was 3 remark-
able success. Literally
hundreds of people were
involved, from a variety of
politicel backgrounds, and
there was a steady stream
of leaflets and  election
manifestos  which  were
delivered 1o every house in
the constituency

One handican of the
campaign was a lsafler
distobuted by the anti-

Bernadette campaigni g

abortion  group SPUC
which urged voters not to
support Bernadette
because of her suppart for
a womans rnght to
choose. This intervention
may have lost Bernadette
several hundred votes.,

R T

A further factar which

restricted  support  was
that many voters may have
bean worried that Ber-
nadette’s campaign was a
short-term stunt. In -that
respect her clear promise
to continue the fightin the

e S =

open up
debate in the Labour

British
from

sooner the better,
substantially modi-
fied his position at a
press
given in Dublin dur-
ing
tions.

b3

Dublin North Cantral Con-
stituency will undoubtedly
increase support for her
next time around.

More generally, the
Irish election results
shows that many voters
remain apathetic towards

the mjor parties, and that
th: nght wing social
democracy preached by
the Labour Party has
dwindling suppert. There
remaing 3 vacuum in Irish
politice and the appeal of
clear anti-imperialist

socialist policies can only
increase in the coming
months as the twin crisis
of the economy and parti-
tion remain  unresolved.
The Irish election has pro-
ved little and settled
nothing.

Tony Benn shifts on

Ireland

TONY BENN, who 18

months ago helped
the lIrish

Party by advocating
withdrawal
Ireland ‘the

conference

the Irish elec-

Calling for the forma-
tron of a Labour Party in
the north, he said that
British withdrawal ‘should
be placed in this context”.
In effect this is the position
of the Militant and was
adopted against strong
constitueancy  opposition
by the 1981 Labour Party
conference.

Unions

Only eighteen months
ago Benn attacked the
idea of a Labour Party con-
fined to the north during a
fringe meeting at the 1580
conferance. But in Dublin
he insisted that the way
forward was to “call a con-
ference of trade unions in

By Geoff Bell in
Dublin

the north’, build ‘labour
represantation in the nor
th', and from thera ‘huild

unity around the problems

people experience’.

In listing’ these pro-
hlems, Benn featured
unamploymeant and
monetarism — but not tha
repression of the Catholic
minonty in the north, a
TEQression he has
previously condemned.

Als0o in contrast with
previous occasions when
he spoke out on lreland,
Benn refused to criticise
the Irieh palicy of the last
Labour government
despite prompting  from
journalists. Hig criticism of
British troops in Ireland
was also muted, saying
this issue was now ‘full of
complexitias’.

Ha was aquaily evasive
on whether the Unionists
in the north had the right
to veto political develop-
ment in the north. He said

was aganst the
‘guarantee to Unionists’
but paradoxically said Irish
unity could only be en-
daorsed with “the consent
of the north’,

This amountad 1o a

.. policies  different
‘those asgreed by con-

paragraph by paragraph
endorsement of the am-
biguities contained in the
decument passed by the
last Labour Party con-
ference. Tony Benn has
previously publicly resery-
ed the nght to advocate
from

ference, and indeed did eo
specifically with regards to
Ireland during the deputy
leadership campaign.,

Conditions

_ He shows no such in-
clination now, He defend-
ed the conference palicy in
Ireland and claimed it was
greeled “with enthusizsm’
by conference delegates,
even though a large ma-
jory - of CLPs at con-
farence voled for 3 more
left  wing  pro-British
withdrawal position.

. For Tony Benn that
withdrawal must now be
conditional an what he
called ‘cless unity’ and
‘consent’ in the north, As
Vincent Browne, editor of
the Irish news magazine
Magil  commented, 'But
Mr Benn, how can you talk
about elass unity and con-
sent when the north state
was set up and exists to
exclude such
oossibilities
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By D. Ellis, NUR member

UNOFFICIAL strike action by angry members
af the National Union of Railwaymen virtually
shut down two mainline stations and disrupted
services throughout the London region last Fri-
day. 78 February. A follow-up meeting of depot
representatives the following Monday mapped
out a longer term campaign to kick out the
flexible rosters and all the other productivity
plans that Sidnay Weighell, the union’s general
secretary, seems intent on ramming down the
throats of the membership.

Its first priority wiff be to faunch a vigarous
campaign to win national support for a special
general meeting of the NUR.

Weighell and the other members of the
Union's executive that back him will be prime
targets in this campaign. And it’s no wonder
after his performance in recent weeks. Not on-
ly did he sell his own members down the river
by signing away their right to an eight-hour
day. but his attitude to the courageous action
labour movement. During the ASLEF strike, it
was often hard to tell if Weighell was speaking
was often hard to tell if Weighell was speaking
as a leader of 8 union or as 8 representative of

the British Rail Board!

As  striking  workers
assembled outside Unity
House, the hesdguarters
of the MUR, & roar went
up: ‘We want Weighell’.
‘Hang on leds ... came a
feeble rejoinder. “Are you
trying to tell us the ex-
acutive aren't prepared to
listan to us? damanded
ana railwarkar in-
credulously. "They'ra too
scared!’ shouted another.

After frantic negotia-
tions hehind  carefully
locked doors, union
leaders were forced to of-
far 1o meet six represan-
tatives. "Mo way, ali of us,
or nonel’ was the noisy
verdict. Other  com-
promises  were egually
quickhy swept aside until
the axecutive meekly
agreed to book a roomina
nearby hall.

About a doren ax-
acutive membears con-
fronted several hundred
angry railworkers. |f the
leadership  thought it
would  convince:  the
meeting that productivity
has a human faca after all,
then it was sorely disap-
pointed.

In the face of persis-
tent bullying and insults by
Sidney Weghell — who
got as good as he gave —
Des Lane chairing the
meeting said, "Afrer hear-
ing these viewpoints from
the executive, have you
changed your mindsd” A
deafening roar of ‘Mo’ sent
Sidney Weighell on his
way to another engage-
ment,

Clan Williams, a left
winger on the exgcutive
nodded in agreement with

HOW TO FIGHT
‘PRODUCTIVITY"

| Socialist Challen

PAMPHLET FOR RAILWORKERS

Iy

e |

warkers. 26p plus 10p

don NT ZXP.

What policies are needad to tackie productivity in
tha rail industry? Order now ‘How to fight produc-
tivity. & Socislist Challenge psmphler for rail-
pED,

Cheques/Postal orders to Cardinal Entarprises
Ltd. Available from: Rail pamphiet. PO Box 50. Lon-
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proved

that railworkers are no longer content with venting

their disgust with union leaders, but are prepared to begin to organise against them.

angry speeches from tha
floor. He indiceted his sup-
port for 3 special con-
farance of the member-
ship. x

A campaign for such:a
conference will not  he
easy o win. Dozens of
branches have seni in
resolutions 1o union head-
quarters., Executive
members claimed  no
knowledge of them,

Well, no martter how
many resclutions  may
have been thrown into Sid
Weighell's waste-bin, the
growing:  resistance  of
railworkers cannot be ig-
nored, Weaighell's claim

that 89.9 per cent of NUR
membars agraa with flexi-
ble rostering is growing a
bit thin. The fight is on 1o
democratize the union =o
that policies which repra-
sent  the members’  in-
tarests will be promoted,
model resolution
calting for 2 special general
meeting will be drawn-up
by the steering committes
of tha London LDC's
(works committees}. Plans
are -already- undersay for
steering committes
members fo travel
throughout the country to
gndeetl'ngs dlready organis

What
striking
guards told
Socialist
Challenge

Des. Liverpool St ASLEF
have got three per ceal
without agreping to fHexbio
rarstevanng. A s fair foosay i the
NUS - hadn’t. signed  snd
broken ranks, the drivers”
steike  wowda T fave been
Aacassary.

What we think of Weighelf
5 shown . by hundreds of
resolutions from  branchés
Critcising Bis stand

John,  Ealing Broadway
The  hranches i oeyer
consulied”  Tabout”  Hexible
rostenng. Whet s mosgt an-
riaying ugis Weighel! keeping
information fram members. It
& the NECE collabaration
with management which s
cutting - off - the membersing
from Uity Howse, it would be
fantestic if Petar Parker
rasigned. He's really a Tory,
Things would-be improv
e if Tany Benn was foader of
the Labows Parly. | think s
wlechon defeat was rgged.

Mike, Southall This is a uni-

que - Situation  weve  got
oprseives into. Ol memiiers
are nol bty fighimg BR, they
&re - alzo - fighting our ex-
Bcutive.

Senior guard. Southend
Ezzex racio made the charge
thar the guards are cowards.
've gal campaign madals!
W o want. o this o charge
wathdrmen. Alot el us are olg
soldiors and  CarmiaigRers,
Pve given 35 vears of sErvice
to BR-and this is the first time
{'ve raken industrial achion

Theroal cowards are the MR
cxerutne theny e refused
to explain the s and owis of
flexible  rosterimg  fo the
membership.

"Photo: PETE GRANT |Sacialist Challange)

Traindrivers'victory

GUARD UP

By Pete Grant, ASLEF

AFTER FIVE WEEKS of industrial action the
train drivers of ASLEF emerged victorious
against the attempts of the British Rail Board
and the Tory government to push through their
productivity plans and to smash their union.

Tha MecCarthy Tribunal
report fully vindicated the
trizin-drivers. British Rail is
now to pay the disputed
three per cent owed Lo the
drivers from August. The
flexible rostering issue is 1o
be taken back into the nor-
mal negatiating machinery
without any hinding com-
mitments from ASLEF.

Ray Buckton said sfier
the report was published,
‘| am laughing.” Peter
Parker of BR could only go
scurrying back to the
Dapartment of Transport
with hiz 1ail betweean his
legs.

The victory of ASLEF
i5 nol however just a vic-
tory for the train drivers. 11
i5 a victory for all workers
wha are fighting, or likely
to fight this Tory govern
ment., The Taries were up
1o theair necksin the hattle
It has now hean confirmad
that Tory ministers: n
structed  BR's  chimb-

donwn . As with the aboot-
face on pit closures this
victory will boost the con-
fidence of other groups of
workers to fight Tory at-
tacks.

laws. It would have had
the added advantsge of
remowving a feft wing voice
from  the TUC gwang &
boost 1o the fight vang 1o
accommodate with those
all impartant Tory faws,
Throughout the
dizspute, - the drvers and
their [eadars were subject
to an unprecedentsd cam-
paign by the Tory backers
i Fleet Streat, Distortion
of the facts, accusations
of widespread fiddling.
BVEn incitement 1o
violance came from  the
very worst of gutter jour-
nalism — the Sun, &8s
usual, led the pack. The
mosl  despicable  scts,
however, came  from
within the lsbour mowve
rmient itself, The right wing
block of trade union

ATITEETTE R R R R

A note reportedly on Peter
Parker’'s desk said: the Buckton
stops here. Ray Buckton should
have a sign on his desk saying
the Thatcher stops here.

AT

The Tories had imagin-
ad that they could smash a
small  boat  proud  craft
union with a membership
demaoralised by years of
working in a small decay
ing public- sector indoasiey

without infhcting any
grel harm  on the
economy This woukd be g

taster for the likely reac
finn 1o Tebbit's anti aoon

lsaders, Duffy, Boyd,
Chapple and Weighell -
conducted 7  prolonged
scabbing CAMpAIGN
against the drvers waith
thenr call through the press
for @ refurn o work: and

acceptance of  flexibia
rostering

it's tha same amon
leaders who o form  thet

Ray Bucktan: I'm faughing
backhona of the right in
the Labour Party and it's a
lesson all members of the
Labour Party should learn.
The fight in the unions and
autside s the same, It's

fime to tear up the
Rishop's Stortford agree
mant and shunt these
apologes for trade union
leaders into the sidings
where they baelong.

The dovers” wiclory
should not be seen as the
end “of the fight. Com
placency should not he
aliowed 10 sat in. The
Tornes are already looking
al waysinwhich toracoup
their logseg. Threats 1o cut
off the wital funding BR
needs o survive - have

already been made,

Other procuctivity
items are already agreed
and  this  year's  pay
negotiations  have  nar
even started. The ASLEF
victory has changed the
balance i favour  of
ralbworkers, The Tories
have suffered a major
defeat in @ very important
first round battle They
mest not be allowed 1o
wint the war

The police-action  at
Laurance  Scntt's  has
shown  workerz-  what
Thalcher's Tory | Britam
will e hke if she finaliy
wins, s aboutl tine the
trade  unions  showed
Thaicher what a workers!
Britain will be lika
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FARES FAIR

Strike on10 March!

By Tessa van

Gelderen
THE UNIONS in
London Transport

have called for an all
out strike for 10
March against the
proposed increases
in fares and cuts in
services. The recent
Law Lords’ decision
will result in a 100 per
cent increase in fares

on 21 March with
more increases to
come; bus services

will be cut by 25 per
cent and there will be
reductions in
underground ser-
vices. Underground
stations and bus
garages will close
and the night ser-
vices arae threataned.

The London
Transpeort Trade Unijon
Defence Committes
launched a £20,000 cam-
paign last week in
defence of current sar-
vices, against job cuts
and for the restoration
of the fares fairscheme,

The strike call,
which will be the first

-

time both tube and bus
workars have struck
together. came from a
meeting of 700 workers
representing all the
unions invoalved in Lon-
don Transport,

. It was the first time
rank and file leaders had
ever held such a
meeting which was call-
ed because of -pressure
from the Campaign to
Improve London
Transport. Certainly the
union leaders don‘t
want to do much —
although they do want
to ba sgen to do

samething,

This is particularly
the case with 8id
Weighell’s union. the
National Union of

Railwaymean, which had
hean wvery keen last
summer to call a strike

against London Imader
Ken Livingstone, over
the London Transport
wage claim. Now that
thousands of jobs are
on the lineg the NUR
leadership is not
pmparad to take any

maaningful action.

It. is this attitude
from the union leaders
that has made some
transpart warkers
cynical about the pro-
posed one day strike,
They have had no ex-
planation or meetings
about the proposal.

At the defence com-
mittee meeting many
representatives ware
dizzatisfied with the
way the platform refus-
ed to announce the data
of the strike until the
press  conference the
following day. After all.
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Cheap fares: South Yorkshire
campaign picks up speed

By Martin Hill and
Chris Pitts, Sheffield
bus drivers

LONDON is not the
only part of the coun-
try - where  public
transportis a burning
political issue. South
Yorkshire's cheap
fares policy, in opera-
tion for over six years
is under attack.

Following the Law
Lord’s ruling against
the Greater London
Council’s subsidy to
London  Transport,
lawyers have advised
that our subsidy, col-
lected on the rates, is
also probably illegal.
Although the county
council has not yet
announced what
course of action it
will adopt., it has
started a campaign
to defend cheap
fares.

Ten of South York-
shire’s brown and cream
daouble-deck buses will be
driving down the M1 1o
Downing Streat on 1 Mar-
ch. As well as a delegation

of busworkers and
representatives  of  the
labour- movement and
community groups, they

will be carrying a petition
of a quarter  million
gignatures axprassing sup-

port for the cheap fares
policy.
There has been en-

thusiastic support for the
three-week old campaign
— hardly surprisingly. The
cheap fares policy has
givern the county the

cheapest fares in Britain,
unchanged = sihce 1975,
with an average fare of 7p
[wiorking out a1 Sp for four
milas}.

A= a result, the number
of nassengears carried has
nsen every year, the fre-
guency of services has
been improved, and new
routes  have been  in-
troduced. The socisl
benefits  are  enormous,
and so are the savings in
other areas of council
speanding.  Tha eldery,
dizabled, and peaple on
low incomes have a
mobility they could only
dream of elsewhers.

There is lesz traffic
congestion,  fewer road
agcoidents, less need for
inner-city car parks, and
50 on, Bus users and car
drivers  both  bencfit
E!"eff"eld is one of the

__ —

easiest city centres to park
in anywhere in the coun-
Ty,

Atlastvear's local elec-
tions, cheap fares were
the main plank of Labour's
campaign platform, with
the siogan "Aran’t the bast
bus service and cheapest
faresin Britain worth 50p a
week? (the costin rates to
the - average  family).
Labour's already large ma-
jority was increased as
voters . overwhelmingly
hacked cheap fares,

It the subsidy is ruled il-
legal, and has to be remow-
ed altogether, fares could
risa this year by B0 per
cent, and hy 1986 by a
staggenng 1,270 per cent
according to Transport Ex-
ecutive  figures. Thara
would also have to be a
cutback in the number and
frequency of buses: the

threat 1o jobs is massive.
This & perhaps the
gloomiest prediction, but
in the context of the coun-
cil's policy of aventually
phasing out fares
altogether, any rise would
be a serious setback.

To many people, free
buses . seems crazy, but
soon inflation will reduce
the real value of the fares
to such a level that it will
ba cheaper not 1o collect
them. Theare is already one
free service operating a
circuler route around the
city centre for shoppers,

The campaign petition
has been.a big success,
with people gueuing up in
the shopping centres to
sign it. It is being taken
around factories, clubs
and community centres.
The original target of
100,000  signatures was

Bus wr.'-'rkt'r'i tovik the lead in M'ﬂ recent day of ¢ acnon o &aurh Yorksfire

met withinaweek, and the
target is now 250,000,

Badnes, Stickers,
posiers have heen produc-
ed, and the local press has
given the issua frant page
coverage nearly every day
for a fortnight, Tha cam-
paign has been the main
itern  of  discussion  at
Ial:ucuulr ; movemeant
maetings, in pubs, and on
the buses themselves,

When in  uniform,
complete  strangers  ap-
praach us to-ask for the
latest news. our opinion
on the campaign, orwhera
thay should hand in peati-
tion -forms! A - march
through  Sheffield on
Saturday 13 February ot-
tracted, at rather short
rotice, Some 2000
demonstrators, led by 150
busworkers.

But time is runnin
out. The County Council
has to decide hefore 4

as they pointed out, it
was they who would
have to organise it,
This one day strike
can only be effective as
part of an ongoing cam-
paign against Tory
policies that has to be
taken into the heart of
the labour mvoement.
All trade unionists in
London should be sup-

March whether to bow to
the courts or defend the
fares policy. Despite the
razzie-dazzle of petitions,
badges and car-stickers it
seems that thay  are
preparing for thea former
rather than the |atter
course of action, relying
instead upon the election
of a Labour government
which will reverse the legal
ruling.

We have 1o insist that
the campaign be broaden-
ed and strengthened by
taking it into the South
Yorkshire labour mowe-
ment.. We should be
urganising meatings with
shop stewarde commit-
tees and in canieens, ex-
plaining that workers will
take the equivalent of a £4
a week wage cut — at
least — if the cheap fares
are scrapped. We need to
organise and mobilise the
lahour movement behind

porting initiatives taken
by London Transport
workers.

At the same time
there has to ba a fight
back at a national level.
The campaign commit-
tee in London is giving
support to the South
Yorkshire lobby on 1
March and there are
also plans for a selective
non collection of bus
and tuba faras,

_But  despite the
misgivings of transport
workers as to how af-
fective this one day
strike will be. it has to
be built inte a resoun-
ding success. London
should grind to a halt,

Thean transport
workers can use that
action as a springboard
to show how essential
ara the services they
provide. The train
drivers showed the
Tories that — it's the on-

Iy language they
understand.
e W T -
Fares
Fighthack
Calendar

Mondey 1 March Lob:
by of Parliament from
South Yorkshire
transport workers
Wednesday 10 March
One-day strike of Lan-
don Transport
workforce

Thursday 11 March
Lobby of Parliament
organised by GLC

T R T e
the policy, and behind the
county council.

Finally, we have to en-
sure that the busworkers'
union, the Transport and
Genaral Warkers Union,
puts itz weight hehind the
campaign nationally, It is
no  use each region
fighting on its own.

It 13 & scandal that the
South Yorkshire lobby is
organised for 1 March
while London Transport's
one day strike is on 10
March. We need the
weaight of the TGWL and
the Labour Party national
by, building a national cam-
paign, to turn arcund this
atlack upon democracy
and living standards.

It s anty through this
approach that we can
make sura that it is us, and
not the judges or Michael
Heseltine, who decide
what sort of transport
policy we will have.

Bradford 12 Case—
laws used as
political weapon

By Bernhard Hernes

IN THE case of the Bradford 12 — Asian youths
charged with conspiring to make explosives
following the riots last summer — the law is be-
ing used as a political weapon against black
radicals and anti-racists. The very same laws
have been and will be used against trade

unionists,

This was one of the
main pointg  made by
Patricia Hewitt, general
secretary of the National
Council Tor Civil Liberties,
at 8 meeting in Leicester
on Sunday 14 February of
black woarkers and labour
movement activists in sup-
port of the Bradford 12,

FPatricia Hewitt con-
demned the judiciary, say
ing that no “hard evidence’
is needed in order to con-
wvicl under the consplracy
lawws,

There 15 much relisnce
an “hearsay evidence” — a
nod or a wink iz enough to
convict. This would not he
allowed in. an ordinary
criminal trial.

While this sort of prac-
tice is accepted there can
be virtually no defence.

Jim Marshall. the
Labour MP for Leicester
South was thare to give his
support. He proposed
reform of the conspiracy
laws and called on the
labour movement to take

up this case with some
urgency,

He said that he under-
stood fully why black
warkers had to organize
against Lebour racism and
described the history of
Labour Party politics as
racist along with the ap-
palling record of the trade
unions” support for im-
migration controls.

Bernie Grant, a full time
official for the public
amployees  union NUPE
and a founder of the Black
Trade Unioniste Solidarity
Campaign straszad  the
need for black workers to
organise in  the trade
unions 1o  conduct tha
struggle against racism.

Many of the issues
discussad at the meeting
will also be taken up at the
Bradford 12 national con-
ference to be held in Lon-
dan at County Hall an 27
February.

The conference is open
ta all those who support
the campaign to free the
Bradford 12,

A zocial will follow at
tha Africa Centre, Covent
Garden with live band and
disgo, £2.
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By S Butler

The Militant group is
in the firing line of 2
ferocious witch-
hunt. Every socialist
has the elementary
duty to defend it
against the right
wing.

This said {and acted
ontl, ‘its politics bear
scrutiny. [ts new pamphlet
—  Mitant;  What  We
Stand For — gives its own
account of itself.

Militant takes pride in
ite Marxiem and its pro-
gramme. But a Marxist
programime, to paraphrase
Lenin, is always concrete,
It should show the labour
movement how, starting
from today’s struggles, its
actions can transform
society. The opposite ap-
proach permeates  this
pamphlet. It begins from
Mifitant’s idea of how it
wanis 1o change society,
determined by its  pre-
occupation with deflecting
an attack from the bureau-
cracy, and demands that
evervone should adapt
thamselves 10 it

Demands

It opens with a crude
account of the British
crisis coupled to-a shopp-
ing list of ‘demands’. Bul
whenever any of these
damands touches real life
wea are sternly warned that
a‘.‘JrrI‘,l: d socalist transfor-
mation” ‘cen  guarantee
| Bt

This amtitude has wall-
ad  off sactions of the
Mirtant-led. Y5 from thi
real mass actions of youth,
Last wear's LPYS con-
ference decided to affikate

PRACTICAL STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN’

AT THE founding ¢onference
in mid-January of Labour

to CND — hut the Mifitant
have made no move 1o put
thiz mandata inta practice.
The reason for this
sterile dogmatism s the
focus of AMiient’s pro-
gramme - — the demand
for ‘Labour to Power on a
Socialist Programme’,

Power

Its strategy hinges on
Labour aboiishing capital-
ism through parliamentary
legislation. It completely
ignares the role of revolu-
tionary parliamentarians in
focussing the assault of
the masses on the state. It
remains silent about, or
passwelv accepts, the ex-
isting Tory state as i
chosen instrument.

How will Labour “take
power through parlia-
ment! By an ‘Enabling
Act’. But ewven were 8
cabinet committed 1o such
an Act miraculously aliow
ad inta office, a battle for
power would then rage in

flitant...
a parody of

Marxism

every dopartment of socie-
ty,

Any government ywan
ting to cacrry thraugh mild
reforms, ler  alone a2
socialist programme, must
take its authority and legi-
timacy from the organisa-
tion and actions of
workers, because this is
the only way its policies
could be carried out.

A Marxist programme
should explain how 1o ad
drass these tasks. Whar
lies  behind  Miltant’s
failure to adopt such a pro-
?rﬂﬂ‘lﬂﬂf? Above all its

ilurg 1o fight the labour
bureaucracy in bhoth the
party and the unions.

For  Militant, every-
thing is subordinated to its
‘principle’ of staving in the
party. This slevation of a
tactic into a principle leads
o its political adaptation.

LPYS

For all its wverbiage
about ‘socialist transfor-

matton” responsibility is 10
be handed over to the
Lahour Party which, we
are informed,. - cen o be
transfarmed into an ade-
giate  instrument  for
socialism.

This fiies in the face of
reality. Even the small
ains of the last . period
ave produced a furious

bursaucratic onslaught
and a deliberate drive 1o
use the SDP to block the
mstallation of a radical
Labour government.

In the 1820s the Labour
leadership closed down
half the party rather than
parmit  support for the
Marxist programme of the
Mational Left Wing Move-
ment, inspired by the
Communist Party.

In tha 1330s the In-
depandant Labour Party
was gxpelled. The ¥S has
been closed time and
again, What will Addfitant
MPs do against a threat to
withdraw the whip? How
will they face a threat to
clase the ¥S7

The fight with the
bureaucracy  should
prepare a new party - a
workars'  party with a
ravolutionary programme
— that cannot ba des-
troved in & bureaucratic
onslaught.

Control

Jf - course the con-
struction of such a party
has to go hand in hand
with a battle for control of
the LP. But it no recogni-
tion is laken of the
bureaucracy’s willingness
to destroy the party, and
no attempt is made in the
nare and fow 10 prepare a
new party, than the resul
12 bound to be a basic
political adaptation: 1o

all. Landon Labour srienng, a

Today s ahaur leadersmp

Nowhere s ths more
clearly expressed than in
their ‘mternationalism’,
“Socialism’, they rell us ‘is
internationat  or it s
nothing'. Ina pamphiat
that does not mantion
thair policy on Ireland; on
Bl Salvador or on Foland,
and whose only reference
to the war drive is a
splemn affirmation  that
only  sociglism  brings
peace, this is-a hollow
joke.

The crizses that produc-
ed the Polish and
Saivadorian events. have
pui fen miion youth. on
the streets of Europein the
last year against the
missiles

Thisis a vast repository
for the barttle against Bri-
tain’s labour buraaucracy.

Support

The centrepiece of the
labour bureaucracy’s
defence of capitalism has
always been support for
Britain's.  'national’ in-
terasts against the interna-
tional interests of the
workers.,

It is quite. natural that
Mifitant’s greatest com-
promise with the
bureaucracy falis in this
arena. it 15 inevitable also
that its compromise with
the buresaucracy lsads 10
its spectacular failura to
build & mass, damocratic,
campaigmng Y5 in this

most favourable perind —
choosing instead to build a
propagandist sect in its i
own imaga. FE

Milirane: What we stand For
2 Framy Mitans. 1 Mant.
Terrgre, {andon  ER

Limison “B2, the new co-
ordinating commitiee of the
left in the Labour Party and
the trade unions, a further
national meeting was promis-
ad for one month an.

This would discuss prac-
tical suggestions on how to
act on the aims and objec-
tives of the campaign. Now
at the end of February, there
are no concrete plans for a
re-call conference, according
to Norman Atkinson MP, one
of LL'82's organisers.

The suspicions that some
of the left had agreed to a
truce at the Bishop Stortford
meeting of Labour and trade
union leaders seem well
founded.

However their dreams of a

‘guiet life’ are not shared by
Socialist Challenge 25 February 1982

left monthly journal
associated with Ken Liv-
ingstone, has stated that if
LL'8? doesn’t take up the
fight for socialist policies, it
will.

As part of our series on
Labour Liaison ‘B2 we reprint
Labour Briefing's thoughts on
what should be done.

® Srigfing has made its own position
very clear On the guestion of the Na-
tional Excoative Committes, for ex-
ample, if nn lead s forthcoming, wa
shall be orunising and campaigning
orsalves, Lo mmoye Neil Kinnock and
Joan Lestor — not simply because of
their abstention in the deputy leader
ship glachion, but bhecansa of thair
proven uriehability on many of the
most important issues of the day

We simply do not believe that
hundreds: of constituencies  elect
them to the executive sothat they can
appose NEC control of the manifesto
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PASSENGERS AND TRANSPORT WORKERS

UNITE IN MASS ACTION

© WON'T

Y'w,.

Peckhaan UL

b ESURERE L BERE Bonts el pinges
3,.-..-;.:-..--..-”-__. R | R T R T | e
ncal campaianing steps (o stop tha

§i& Bigh Cowt {opi cune s Y78 Fare
Fight canpaign)

wotch bonits,  Cornsaeles: Fross Har
minnedgsey, togathoer woth Hesding suy
portars and others, are procucing 3

broadshest agamst e watch buants,
and we hopa toses & full page advert
appearing in Labooc Weskh, sigresd
and paich Tor by MPs. prospesc e can
thdates - and othars Codorsimg the
vigws of Pater Tatchell defendew tha
rights of Addiant within the: Party and
embarrassing the Party leadership.

They must be shown gt ey
miay chop offl Peter Tatchel's b,
bt for every laft-wing head that rolls,
anothar  ten another hBondred,
another thousand, wal speng ap o
challenge them

W are nol gomng (o win (he ssoe
by waiting for a concezsion from (he
right, wea-are only-going 1o -win by
campaigning and fighting

These are the kind of prachical
stops we heleve Labour Lenson 82
should. ba 1aking. Yas of course
Labar must win the noxelection
a5 Tony Benn said, the bt Lasn't
BB A Gl e ity Dhe i e, s
1h[-!' corshitotoanal ssiees e Grdoe o
lyse!

Bt 11w Locphal dpar aim oz gt
Thies party 1sceeesssien ] wathy o foxme
1gp win tha et edocnicn, arad thergs

can be no e upoe pursa el e basend
those complementary aims



Plessey Bathgat
sit-in goes on

By Neil Cruickshank

WORKERS at Plessey Capacitors in Bathgate
are determined to fight for their jobs and con-
tinue their sit-in now in its fifth week. They
were sorry to see the Leyland workers in
Bathgate give up their fight, but this has made

them even maore insistent on ‘continuing for

the sake of the community’.

Bathgate, as they
point cut, once a cantre of
the industrial revolution, is
now an industrial desert;
unemployment runs at 30
per cent in the town.

_The management are
trying  to intinidate the
waorkers by using the law
a5 a weapon, On Friday 25
February, 1471 warkers will
he summeoned 1o court to
answer why they had not
complied with an original
erder o end their sit-in.

The slogan of the sit-in

“We want justice — and
jobs’  describes  the
workers” attitude,

The fight for jobs is a
just one; the 19th century
law which the manage-
rment has dredged up and
which has only been used
once before this century is
& bosses” law and
reprasents the bosses' in-
tarasts — not the warkars.

The only way to win is
to make another Lee
Jeans in Scotlend,
Already the workers have
received delegations from
Flessey factaries in Liver
pool and Beeston and the
local community is right
behind tharm.

A rally has beaen called
for 27 February and the
West Lothian Labour Par-
ty and Trades Council are
producing the material m-
cluding badges, and col
lection sheets.

Why don’t you ...

®Take collection sheets to
your workplace, com-
munity organisations
®Send a delegation from
your factory

@ Orgenise meetings and
factory visits, particularly
in the build up to the
women's rfight to waork
event on 5 June called by
the Labour Party

# Raiza money through

local women's right to
work activities,

® Send resolutions
through Lebour Party
wards and trade unions
calling on the TUC and LP

I Lucas — ‘We salute you’

By Jon Lovibond

PHIL PENNING speaking at the ‘Defend Lucas
jobs” rally in Bristol on 79 February said on
behalf of the strike committee of Laurence
Scott in Manchester: 'We had one meeting we
wouldn't turn down no matter what came up,
and that was this meeting, because we know
what support you've given us in the past and
we know the problems you're going to come

up against.”’

T Lucas in King-
wood, Bristol, is a sub-
sidiary of the multi-nat-
ional fast and frozen
foods conglomerate
Dalgetty-Spillers,
which last week an-
nounced half year pro-
fits of £19.6m.

The all-out strike
naw in its third week, is
to save 53 jobs in the
rusk mill which is due
for closure in March.

The rally attended by
some 300 strikers, their

families. dockers. bus-
workers, other trade
unionists and Labour
Party  representatives
began to point the way
forward,

Tony Benn MP for
Bristol South East as
first speaker, spoke of
the parallels betwean
Polish Solidarity and
the industrial struggles
breaking out all over
Britain.

He gave his full sup-
port to the Lucas
workers and offered

whatever help he could
give.

The aquestion of
leadership was the con-
sistent theme. Colwyn
Jones, Lucas convenor
demanded: ‘a strang
coordinated labour and
trade union leadership
to fight Thatcher's un-
employment policies.

‘Traitors like Healey,
Duffy, Boyd and Kitson
must be thrown out.”

Busworker, Jim
Cheek. echoed this
point: "Workers are fac-
ing a three-cornered
fight. It's the rank and
fila against the bosses,
the governmant and the

trade union bureau-
crats.
The urgent need

now is to spread the
dispute, to use speakears

Lucas strikers and families keen to fight

nationally to show sup-
port.

It you want any rmateris! write
ta Mary Murphy, 30 Main
Street,  Fauwldhouse  Wasr
Lothizn.

like Tony Benn to drive
the struggle intc the
base of the labour
movement and to link it
to the national fight-
back against Thatcher
and her suitors in the
Labour and trade union
bureaucracy.

Az Phil Panning said
at the Lucas rally, ‘It's
people like you who ara
gomg to keep the fire

urning for the rest of
the trade union move-
ment, and | hope it
blazes out of all propor-
tion.

‘The workers at
Laurence Scott salute
what you are doing.”

Unians in the Bristol
and Avon aresg are being
asked to collact money for
the strike  fund. and
messages of support and
delegations to the Luces
picket fine. Collection
shaats from Colwyn
Janes, ¢/e T. Lucas, Mara-
vian  Road, Kingswood,
Briztol,

s o

1980 Civil Service strikes weren't enougf

Civil service pay offer
‘Ten applicants for every job’

By Bill Alder, Mansfield CPSA

MOST people’s idea of a civil servant
is a bowler-hatted city gent, but the
overwhelming majority of civil ser-
vants are low paid clerical workers.

Tans af thousands are below the

official poverty line.

On Tuesday '8 Fabruary, 65000 of us
were fold that our THEZ pay rise had been
cancelfed. Other civll service grades were of-

ferad ane to five per cent.

fn areas {ike Nottingham the response of
My oo SErvENLS Was an immediate walk

LT,

Last year the civil service wrrans were in
disgute with the government for five months,
the fongest naticnal wages strugoics singe the

T826 General Strike,

But rather than call an all-out strike. the
feaders of the biggest unjon, the CPSA,
limited the action 1o selective strkes and aver-
e bans. The reswlt was that union members
gor fad up with fosing pay for actions which
had little effect on the govarnmeant,

Eventualhy we settied for fust ons per cent

More [an Nad onginany teen wifered, Uaon

every job,”

rmermbershio and morale fall.

The mil pay offer this vear makes sense 1o
the Tories. Young workers or first vesr
wiorkers are less hkely to be union members
because they fear victimization and are glmost
igrared by urion officials.

Tary spokesperson,
stifted an TV fF they don't fke it they should
ramember that there are len spplicants for

EBarrey  Heyhos,

But 83 the walkours showed, the union
membership is still willing ta figh?, The unaf-
ficial stoppages must be used 10 force the na-

tional officialz to calf strike action,

The CPSA's full cfaim is 13 per cent. The
full vime negotiatars rmust not be allowed o
seftle for fess, that (s, fo nagotiale a wage cut
for the membershin,

The CPSA showld plan joint achion with
the teachers’ umions who have been offered a
mizerable three per cant,

The CPE4 has the power o close aimparts
and nuclear submaning bases, o foul up the
qoverniment system of administration,

That power should be used now to stop
the Tories in their tracks.

Another Lee Jeans’

By Judith Arkwright

‘SUPPORT us because we support you’. This is
the sign on the gate ocutside the Lovable Bra
factory warehouse where 200 women are
picketing to save their jobs.

The owners of the
company  arg not. S0
lovable and have been
engaged in a typical asset
stripping  aperation. A
‘cash tlow crisis”  they
claim has forced them to
closa  tha factory in
Cumbernauld new town in
the Waest of Scotland.

This  so-called tem-
porary crisis  incidentalhy
was brought on by an un
paid order of bras o Libya,
whose  government  on
heaning of - the conse
quencas for the workars
immediately agraad 1o pay
far tha ordar.

For sighteen years the
Pagan-Lovable  company
has bean i Cumbernauld,
supported by grants from
the Cumbernauld develop
ment .corporation, payving
slave wages.

One woman we spoke
to had been gerting FBT for
a sevan-tday week — with
a basic rate of £30.

Tha women workars
oeoupied the factory since
the closure was announc-

ed in December and wera
finally evicted and made
redundant  last Wednes-
day. 17 February. But they
hawven't given up,

‘Just let thent try and
stop 200 angry women,’
said Sadie Lang the con
venor of the Tailor and
Garment Workers Union,

The women are now
picketing tha warshouse
where E1.25m worth of
stock 18 waiting to be
delivered to the shops.

While we were there
they turned away two lar
ries from  British Home
Stores and Littlewoods

Anothar bannaer lean-
ng against the factory
gate says ‘Cumbernauld is
nota new town, it'sa broo
town' and with 20 per cent
unemployment the
women know they can't
give up without a fight,

Many of them are the
anly ‘breadwinners” left in
the family, They kriow
who their real enemy is
and  that's the Tory
government — ‘They talk

Sadie Lang, Convenor
aboutl cutbacks — they
wanna cut Maggie's legs
off,” says Margaret, one of
the women on the picket,

Their decision 1o carny
on the picketing despite
the clozure has attracted
attention and it looks as if
anoffer 1o save the factory
might be forthcoming —
tha. bosses and  the
agovernment don't want
another Lee Jeans and it's
clear that the courage and
datarmination of women
workers shown  in the
struggle is certainly com-
ing through at Lovable
Bra.
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By Patrick Sikorski

THE FOUR WEEK old strike to
stop 4.000 redundancies at the
Bathgate and Leyland, Lan-
cashire plants of British Leyland
Vehicles came to an end last
week as mass mesetings on
Thursday and Friday voted for a
return to work.

The vote at Leyiland's fiva plants in
Lancashire on Thursday was split down
the middle and the vote at Bathgate the
following day reflected that decision by
voling three to one to return. The votes
Ware against stawards’ recommenda-
tions 1o defy Michael Edwardes’ threats
10 close the whole Truck and Bus opera-
tion and continue the strike until
damands for withdrawal of redundan
cies, an end to outsourcing end hiving
off, and negotiations around the trade
union sliternatives weare met.

Both strike cormmittes leaders, Mick
Coyne in Leyland and Jimmy Swan in
Bathgate exprossed bitler disappoint-
rment in the results but ware confidant
that this was by no means the end of the
fight against the implementation of the
BL corporate plans, As Swan said: |
think we have proved to the company
that they are not going o walk all over
the Bathgate factory.

Ever since the breakdown of talks last
Monday in° London the madia had
mounted an unrelanting assault on the
etrike and this undavbtedly had its effect
in ramming horme Edwardes’ threats, But
the decisive role in breaking the strike
was played once again by Boyd and Duf
.

Just: two days before the -mass
meetings - the weekly mesting of the
AUBEW national exacutive instructed Len
Brindle, Praston District Secretary of the:
AUEW and ex-Leyland convenor, to read
out the following letter from Michael Ed-
wardes to Dufty at the mass meetings:
‘Dear Mr, Duffy,

It wouwld be & matter of great concern if
your Executive Committes does nof
racommend & return 1o work gt | ewland
and Bathgate at meelings on Thursday
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and Frday. My colleagues have explair-
ed 1o you that we would be strefched o
justify the £180 pilliorn capital needed for
the present Truck Plan particulady after
the strikaThe emploves rapresentatives”
afternative plan réquirng £600 million s
totally unrealistic

Tha hard facts are thal f we do nor
achieve normal productivity in the next
few days the timetable will not be
achievable. In the circumstances will be
recommending to the BL board on Friday
thar we fake steps (o cease manufactur
ing trucks a8t Leyfand and Eathgate
urifess the management of the trucks
business can demonstrale that the plan
is achisvable,

Brindle read this out bust immediataly
follewed this up by reading the text of &
resolution from the Preston Distric:
Committee of the AUEW which express
ed ‘disgust’ at the attitude of the EC and
‘endorsed without qualification our sup-
port for Laviand workers’,

But the real practical support that
was huilding up in the Preston area was
naot reported ta strike leaders or most im-
portantly to the mass meeling by local
Confed officials, The day hafare the
mass meatings, a Preston Confed No 30
shop stewards’ conference, attended by
over 100 stewards representing every im-
portant workplace in the area, had
unanimously woted 1o support the
demonstration called this Saturday in
Leyland “and called  for co-ordinated
token industrigl action in the area in sup-
portof the strugale

The fecent voies on wages and the
Longbridge tea break sirike in the cars
division together with tha fighthack in
Tracks indicates a willingness. 1o con
front Edwardes and the Tones. That
means taking on Boyd and: Duffy as wall
The sell outs of thesa nght winners have
huilt a right wing or passive section of
WOPKERS N every engineenng works in
the country wihich threatens evary sinka
and every stewards committes recom
mandation. Fighting to support the
Laurence Scott Rule 14 campaiyn 15 the
first step in getting rid of them.

By Patrick Sikorski

ACCORDING to last Friday's Daily Mirror the
ten month old struggle by Laurence Scott
workers was beaten last week by Arthur
Snipe, boss of Mining Supplies, Doncaster
who took over the Laurence Scott group just 18
months ago.

Under the sycophantic
headline ‘Britain’s
toughest boss' we raad ‘|
see victory as putting one
over them gll” and ‘It was
my way of telling the bug-
gers | can’'t be beaten.’

Convanor Denis Barry (centrel arques with the police and gers arrested; Phil

e ]

Penning, TASS steward. protests st Denis’ arrest — and gets arrested

iy

But 'if you really want
to know' why 900 police
were able to escort 10 lor-
ries and a couple of dozen
scabs through the Scorts
picketr line in Opsnzshaw
Manchestar last  week,
don’t look in the Afirror but
listan to the Scoll’s
workers themselves,

“We were defeated by
the national union leader
ship and the police, nat by
Snipe,’ said Denis Barry
convenor of the strika
committes

"We are staving put in
the errike offices along the
streat from the factory to
plsh through the Rule 14
campaign-io-get a bailot (o
remove Boyd, Duffy and
the executive, We alroeady
have confirmation of 119
branches supporting. the
campaign, We appeal 10
every ALIEW hranchin the
land 13 get tha other 132
into Peckham Road.’

Lazt July, when the
gtrike was stll official, 1
took Jqust one week of
picketing of his Doncasier
factory 1o bring ‘Britsin's
toughest boss’ scurrying
to the negotiating tabla: It
was anby afrer Boyd, Dufiy
and the rest of the national
Confederation oificislg
withdrew all union supporl
that Smipe knew that he
simply had 10 wait his
fime,

It was the consistent
series  of sell outs and
siabs in the back from the
national leadership of the
AUEW  thet ' conwvinced
Snipe and Cpolce chiet
Anderton that they could
se hrute force against an
isolated warkforce,

Even so the massive
usa of the police day after
day — all police lsave in
the- (reater Manchestar
area was cancelied - isa
testimony to the fighting
spiril of the remaining 200
Scatts workers,

Joint Shop Stewards
Committee

Statement on
Laurence Scotts

At Laurance Scotts we have seen a most commen-
dabla stand by trades unionists for the basic principle of
the right to work, The true face of Thatcher and Tebbit's
Tory Britain have been used to stap this an overkill opera-
tion by the police to bust the picket line, This was preceed-
ed by strike breaking through the use of helicopters and
the anti-union Employment Act was used to pravent the
strikers gaining solidarity by effectivaly picketing the
parent company.

Tha trade union and labour movement must both con-
gratulate the Scotts strikers for the tremendous battle they
pulup but never aliow this scale of attack 1o happen again.

The strike hreaking we've seen at Laurence Scotts
could be 3 foretaste of the future for all trade unionists. It

.¢an be stopped, but only by building a united movement
that defends trade union rights and the fight for jobs. The
Laurence Scott strike has haen an example to us all.

Statement supported by Tony Benn MP and
Ken Brett, assistant general secretary AUEW,
Broad Left candidate for general secretary.

Tony Benn condemns the sirike breaking activities,

do the same.




Snipa’s  conlemptibla
smears in the local prass
against ‘political bandits’
and ‘professional agita-
tors, posing as uniomsts,
but acting politically’ will
cul no ice  with  any
gngineer,  unionisl  or
Labour Party member in
Manchastar, or indesd
throughout the country

Local Opanshaw
rasidents immediately
thraw the slander back in
the face of the authorities
whan within a few hours
over 600 of them signed a
prolest  petition against
the area being turned into
an ‘armed Bncampment’.

But why were Bowvd,
Snipe. and - Anderton
allowed to get away with it
in one of the haartlands of
the enginesring umion?

John Tachar, ALUEW
Divisional Qrganiser and
leading rmember of the
union  Broad Left had
pledged months agoe that
any attempt to break the
Laurence " 'Scoft picks
would be met with another
‘Roberts Arundal’.

The Reberts Arundel
fight was back in 1968 and
involved. an  Amgrican
multi-national  doing . an
assat stripping opatation
vary sirmlar to Snipa’s
Thousands of Manchaster

Bngineesrs successtulby
supparted the picket
Laurence Scott

workers mohilised regular
fy for that pickel just as
they did eight years later
for the .other big battle
arcund Automals which
was A union recognition
battia.

In fact while athar fac-
tories picketed a set day
avery week 3060 Scotts
workers went down gvery
day 1o Automat. But since
then the full effects of the
sell-outs by Manchester
Broad Laft hero Hugh
now Lard = Scanlon have
hit every engineer,

Seanlon's support. for
three years of Labour's
Social Contract smashed
the ability of the Broad
Loft to win any elections,
never mind mobilise the
rank and file.

Last week Broad Lefi
convenors were in fact
holding back their
members from  going
down to Scotte &5 the
news came over the radio
from 6 o'clock onwards.

But thouzands of rank
and file engineers have
supportad  Scotts, 1080
branches — nearly half of
tha total — passed resolu-
tions condemning the ex-
acutive's handling of the
dispute last year, and it is
almost certain - that  the
Spott's workers will get
the required 251 branches
to support the Ruls 14
campaign. This is tha big-
gest, decpest and
broadest rnovement
against Boyd and Duffy
since they came Lo power.

When Duffy and Boyd
are replaced by a leader:
ship that really fights for
the rights of enginsering

workers, Scotts will bei

seen to haye played 8
massive part. The fight for
jobs &t Scotts may be
drawing 103 close but the
fight around the Rule 14
campaign can- be  the
beginning of the end for
Boyd and Duffy.

Tuesday 16 February:
The Tactical Aid Group
{Manchester's SPGI
charges the picket to
allow the scabs
through. Cutting tools
and pneumatic drilis
are used to break
through the gates. Tan
forries are loaded up
with vital motars for
the mining industry.

iet your MP and focal trade wivionisis to

o e L M i

e _— L

Open letter to the
labour movement

Dear Collsagues,

The Laurence Scott workers are naw in the T0th month
of dispute in their fight for jobs, which we know has
set an example (o ail trade unionists except the rght wWing
leadarship of all unions, who have capitulsted fo the Tory
government and disgraced rhe name of trade unionism
acru=s the land.

Our letter today /s to inform you that at our strike
hound factory Snipe, the owner, organised 8 convoy of 11
lorries accompanied by a team of 30 scabs to break our
picket lines, The police mounted an operalion the lfkas of
which have never bean witnessed before — the stren]gﬁh
of the police presence had to be seen 1o be balisved. alk
shout six pickets per gate: we were not aven alfoveed one
picker per gate.

The 500 strong police farce including 48 of the Tactical
Aid Group [Anderton SPG) vialently remaved our pickets
from the gate leaving the gates free for the convoy of

seab lorres to make their entrance into the factory. Th
work within the factory which we had vigilantly guardet
for 10 months was bulidezed through our picket line.

W had five of our pickers arrested Irying 1o stog these
scabs,

Ve must now appaal to trade unionists all over the
country to come {o our aid and Black this wark, especially
the National Union of Mineworkers, because 70 per cenl
of the scab work is destined for the coalfields.

I the trade union movement cannat support the black-
ing of the work it will be an absolule disgrace. Remembe!
our employer Snipe has 100 per cent backing fram the
Employers Federation, while we have to continually bag
for our support,

I we cannot help each ather in this struggle they wil
eventually smash all resistance, Ramember that the Arthu
Snipes of this world will go 1o any langths to dastro)
warkers fighting for thair rights.

On behalf of the Laurence Scotts Joint Shog
Stewards Committee Works Convenor, Denit
Barry.

The foliowing scabs crashed through our
picket in lorries bearing the names:

Armitage — Yorkshire

Oustgates — Goole

J. Doyle & Son — Liverpool

Rouanes — Yorkshire

Clan Securities — Manchester

Support Rule
14 campaign

Laurence Scott Strike Commitiee

Protest resolution for AUEW
branches

*THIS branch believes axacutive council has
seriously mishandled the Laurence Scott
dispute. As this is an issue of concern to all
AUEW members the branch demands a ballot
for removal of executive council in line with
Rule 14, paragraph five.’

Rule 14, paragraph five states: ‘The executive
council, or any member thereof may be removed
[rom office by a ballot of the membership of the
union provided such a ballot is demanded by ten
per cent or more of the branches and not less than
two thirds of the membership are in favour of such
removal. The ballot should be conducted by the
Cieneral Secretary.’

If your branch supports the protest resolution,
make sure it is sent to the AUEW general office,
110 Peckham Rd, Londen SE15 and a copy is sent
to the strike committee, 20 Rounderait, Romiley,
Cheshire with donationz.

THE following AUEW branches have so farin-
formed the Scott's strikers that they have
passed the Rule 14 resolution calling for a
hallot to remove the union leadership:

Mewtar Abbar, Feitham 2, Glossop 165, Manchesier 17, Pasley 2, Dury = E
Qadond 4, Openabere B, Blackwall, Eccheshil 7, Dmelingion 19, Hamogtesd,
DHdhall 18, Kirkay 31, Galingham I, Blackpoct Layion, Mancheste: 10, Car-
difl 3 Chester-le-Strees, Predditch 4. Rubery, Newmn Bromsgrods,
Wllry - Parkgate, Esatieigh 3, Birmingham 29, Bilorook, Willlesden 3,
Rirriery, Serwe Hay, Cardifl 5, Letchworth, Edgrernant, VWociston, Baalicon
2. Leigh 24, Aodford 16, Shatieid 18, Hacusrigge, Shalliold 41, Ehtsmarn
Puart 7, Bristed 25, Kirkby 2, Blaby. Sheldon, Bratel 2, Livarpodd 17, Nelsoa
2 Fond 38, Lytaey, Oleokheaton, Spase 4, Bradiord er, Wsbech,
Boibnanalh, Livcestar  Centiad, Chapoltown, Lmcester 17, Bridpewater,
Hariaw B Chesierimid B, Brockwserh 3, Combridgs 2, Kirkdy 3, Ellesmnne
Par 3 Cowentry Flutchempstead, Siumort on Seaeen 13, Meadenw,
Hocnester, Speinguats, Peteriionough, Coventry Pasksice, Ross o0 Wy,
Mursaton &, Saity 15, Accrnglon B Lutworth, Manhyr Tydlil Bury 1,
Yoowil 3. Mewton Aycliffe, Colne, Workingion 3, Welinghorawgh,
Bpenyimacr, Bimenighamn &, Blackpool 2. Craylord 2, Swndon Cheyney
NManar, Bunides Madmill, Shipiey 37 Harlow 3, Wantage, Farest of Dean,
Fisst Spont, 21 Pauls, Horiey Hundersheld - Bugh Fair Hadow,
Orovisedan, Chalimnham 4, Wargtock Birmangham, Anpley, Coventry T3,
Coantry Buskingean . Cloucester 8, Coventry 25, Shaugh, Nollirgham 3
ShaHisid 2 Satlron VWakien 2 Erdinglon. Sedicrd 13, Leats 14_Ashlan on
Ritsrde Basidory. Southall, Chalrgnham 4

251 branches are needed to force this
ballot.

What you can do if you are in the AUEW:
1. Make sure it's raised in your branch and all
other branches in your district.
2. Check your secratary sends the resolution
ta hoth the union HO and Laurence Scott, Itis
vital that the workers at Laurence Scott
receive copies as soon as possible. The bran-
chas above are just those who have sent
copies to Laurence Scott.
3. |nvite a speaker/Video film on Scott's —
now available — to your branch,
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SWINDON: 50 on sale 11-1 svery
Sat, Fegent 51 {Brunel Centré),
TEESSIDE: 5C on sale 5ai lumchilime
i g Clevelasd  Ugmilrs, - ansd . an
Mewslare. . Limthorpe - Road, Mid
dlesbrough, and ourside Wanlworrh:
an Srackion High Sirent.
WOLVERHAMPTON: SC sales an
Thur/Fri- ol Foly Stedents Union
Prim - nowen-2psn - -and Bridesh - Bail
#30-6pm: amd Emurday mear Reur
gen, town cemire from Hlam-Tom
YORK: on sale pvery Thuesday, dalc
affies  Cliffocd  Stroct. =94k 1
University. Vanburgh College. 12-2;
Satwrday at Coney Stree 111,

London

BRENT: 5C sold Wiltsscden Junciion
Thue 4. 30pm,

EALING: SC sold Thur, Ealing

Broadway tube, 4.30-5.30pm
ENFIELD: 50 al Nelwns mewsagents
Lunden Bd, Enfiadd Town,
HACKENEY: T nmosale on esrancs
throughear  Hackney,  a public
meetings, and local factories. Con-
tact-us o PO Hox 36, 136 Kiogsland
High 5t London BB INF ar phone
Mg or Jobin ai 199 R3EE,
HILLINGDON:  8C  wald  Tri,
430430 ar Usbridge tube station;
Car 10, 30=1 200 gutssde Woolworihs,
Uxboridge shoppung centre,
ISLINGTON: 3C sales every Wed,
#:30-6,30pm n2 Highhney rube; cvers
Fri B 15-%em a1 Highbusy tube and
Hollowsy Road rube, o5
KILBURN: 5C sakss every Sal, 1lam
in Kdbarn Sgoase, and  Thursday
B Mam il Chaeens Park nrhe,

LAMBETH: S0 sold Thur and Fr
evernngs arsd Thur meoffuags cutinde
Breston tube.

MEWHAM: 5C sold Sat [lam o
noon, Queen’s Rd Mkl Upton Park.
PADRINGTON: SC wld s Por
tobelia Ril market Sat n: neon.
WEMBLEY: £ =ales Fri 6.4%am as
Menrh Wembley BR Station,

Inn Rd; Calbetls, Chary Cross B,
WL Pap back Booky, Briseon nnd
Charlatie - 8t;  Kilburn: Baakshap,
Kilhern - High Rosd, NWe - The
Bookplace, Peckinm High S, SE15;
Books Plus, - Lewisham:  Balha
Fead Co-op; Housmans, 5 Cabada
fian Rd, N1 Compedaum, Camden
Fown MW Ced Kendish Tosamn:
Mew Hemecon, Seven Sisters R, WNa:
The Qiher Ronkshes, 328 Upper 52,
MWI: Boolmarks, Soven Sistery Kd,
Wd; Cenderprise, F20 Kingshond High
S, ES; Dillens, QMU Paje e,
E13: The Other Buakshop, 125 Lin.
per 31, Wl Rending Marmers, Waad
Cireen mexn e Salrebary'ss Village
Boak=, Siseatham; Tetheic Books,
Clapham; Paperback Cuptie, Bria
tom; Oval bubs hiosk.
FOUTHAMPTON: Omober Baaks,
Caslow Rand.

YORK: Comamenaly Bauks, Wabm
e

POSTERS: Cheap, |i:.mu'! and “Fasr
Order foom The Crher Princshoa,
Q5 ]-215-L004

SFOCIAL: Trowps Ol Mivement, Fri
26 Feb - Rpem Hnrzrave  HalL,
Hargrave. B, Londan N19 . £].50
nezf £l

LABODUR {Commmiiier an Irelznd
Mriscessian mnoaouthesn Ireland clovs
vang, Thicrs 25 TFeb 7. Wom, Baton®s
Protection. pety O, Bridsewaler 55,
Mamcheils 10 Opmdooall EP
iy,

FHEE ihe
mubilising  enorfcrence S
Conmy Hzll,  Longdon
Details from Azim, ph
4523, Sagiab loik
Covenl (larden, with
diaw: {20

porieis., Tickets: F3

x far rally.-aml
scbaal. Write o 1 Arkwright, PO

Bax &1, Condan Ni,

LONDOMN TRANGPORT fraction
Fri 36 Feb a1 10am and Spm. Uentre,
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Gisela
Scholtz

International

Socialist Challenge
ragrets to inform its
readers of the death,
in Paris, of Gizela
Scholtz an 74
February. Her com-
rades  and friends
deeply regret her
death and a
loss of a courageous
and devoted activist.

Comrade Gisela was
born in 1935 in Ger-
many: har youth was

difficult due to the hard-
ship of the war. She
was  involved in the
struggle of the studant
movement in its hey-
day and was a leader
with Rudi Deutschke in
the Barlin SD3.

Thercafter she joined
tha  Fourth Interna-
tional,  fulfiling her
tagsks  hoth in the
Halgisn  section of
which zhe was a na-
tional leader for saveral

vears, and on the fnter-

national lavel.
In April 1969 she was
a8 delegate for the

Belgian section at the
ninth world congrass of
the Fourth Intarna-
tional,

Gisela Scholtz was
active and appreciated
in her professional field
as & researcherand four-
nalist. She weorked on
German television for a
period making several

films  for them, in-
cluding one remarkable
ane on the children of
Balfast,

_Her comrades and
ﬁ'qus maurn with her
family and her compa-
e Ermast Mandef,
Thay will not farget her.
They will remember her
cantribution. to  the
struggle for the renawsa!
of the workers mova-
ment and the building
of a revolutionary inter-
national.

Women’s Day

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE and Revolution have
organised a joint tour of Mary Zinns, United
States coaiminer to celebrate international
Woman's Day. Come along to ons in your area:

Monday B March — Man-
chester — Rally [or Inlerng-
Lional Womens Day, Lescer
Free Trade Hall, Preters
Street, Bpm, Organised by
MAC and the Action Com-
mittee for A Woman's Kight
1o Work,

Tuasday 8 March — Birm-
mgham — Socialist
Challenge and Revelutlon
‘Jl'outh celebrate Interng-
tional Womens Day — The
Fighting Cocks, Moscley
Sireet, Birmingham 13,
Waeadnesday 10 March —

Cilasgow — Phone (41-423
2649 for detasls.

Thursday 11 March —
Edinbureh

Friday 12 March — London
— - Rally for International
Womete Day — Camden
Centre off Euston Road,

Sunday 14-Wednesday 17
March — Sheffizld,
Bolsaver, Nottingham,
Leeds.

Thursday 18 March —
Southampton — Conference
Reoom, Civic Centre,
7.43pm,

Friday 13 March —
Bournemonth, Fringe
megiing at Womens TUC,

=*Mary Zinns will also be
speking under the auspices
of-other hodies such a5 on
Saturday & March — Car-
diff, 2,30, Friends Megting
House, [nternationmal
Women's Duy rally organiz-
¢d- by the Wales Women's
Rights Commitice.

For further detaily not lisred
here phone G1-359 8371 And
wihiy mol arder @ copy of alr
pamphler? 'A Waoman's
Right to Work — The Case

Jor Positive Action ",

Contains informalion, sug-
gestions for positive action
policies und a socialist
HEFERECTIVE O WOReRY
fiberation, ORDER YOUR
COPY NOW, Prive 85p finc!
pusiaggel,

RALLY
FOR
INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'’S DAY

A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO WORK
A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO CHOOSE

INTERNATIONAL

WOMEMNS I2AY way first celebrated on

Mharch Hith 1913 1o commemorate the strike of women' textile

workezs in Mew York. Since then women the world over have heen

mebilised an thisday to show their strenpth gnd 1o fight wogether,
f

will be mesting togetherto 1
:..rl!' IR

enl counirice ol {he world

He ol there serppples and the fight

Hﬁﬂﬂk Ers i”ul[u[jﬁ-:: Mary Vinns, United Mineworkors

Entrgnce; £1und S0p gnwaged,

At the Camden Centre, off Euston Rowd,

Friday March 12th wt 7.30pm.

nf America and mambaer of the
Socighist Workers Party, US.
Speaker from the Nicaraguan
WOIMENS movement

Speakars trom the Fourth Interna-
tional, Including Irish section. |
Speaker from the campaign for
abartion rights,

Speakers from the action commit- |
tee for & womans right to work.

Doors Open 5.30pm Booksialls and displays, light refreshments

available

Pl
"

The need for a revolutionary party

By Ailean O'Callaghan

LAST WEEK we saw how the trade union
bureaucracy was forced to drop its former
allegiance to the Liberal Party and participate
in the formation of the Labour Party,

On the continent,
soclal dernocratic parties
buile the trade unions not

the other way round.
Working olass  parties
swedaring . allegiance 1o

marzism existed prior 10
the widespread develop-
ment of the factory
syslem.

By the beginning of
1914, the German Social
Democratic.  Parly  had
more. than & million
migmbers and published 90
daily newspapers which
had 1.4m subscribers, It
had a large women's sec-
tion, yvouth  section,

cooperative, sports  and
cultural arganizations and
led seversl million workers

in social democratic trade
unions.

Rosa Luxemboury, the
graar Polish revolutionary
who was a member of the
SPD'= laft wing, was
revertheless able  ta
describe one of its leaders
in the following. way:
There he stands in the
street like 3 pot-haliied
urinal ... In any Serbian
village there iz  more
humanity than in the
whole of German Social
Democracy.”

On August 4th 1914,
thesa ‘pot-bellied urinals’,
ealling themselves marx-
istg, joined with their non-
marxist British ™ counter-
parts in sending the work-

ing clazsas into World Way
| in the uniform of their
respeclive “fatharlands’.
From that day on,
revalutionary marxists
have had  as thejr chief
task, the liberation of the
working class from the in-
fluence of these reac-
Lonary  burealcrats  and
the creation of new mass
revolutioneny parties.

V.| Lenin, who in 1917
led the socialist revalution,
Exglalncd the new tasks
facing revolutionaries the
wirld over. He explainad
the betrayals of the so-
callad marxist parties by
drawing parallels with the
emergence of the labour
anistocracy in Britain, The
‘sucial  chauvinism®  of
these parties  was the
result of a spiirin the work-
ing class with the growth

0
|
i
1

The victory of the Bolshev

1 e “ o
1ks in the Russian Revolution and ti:

murder of Rosa Luxembourg by the Social Democratic leaders
proved the need for a new party.

of & privFllcgE'd layer with
T8 v interests against

thar of
wiorkars, «
ft was this layer of
fabour  artistacrats  and
bureaucrate  who  had
delivered the rmass of
wiorkers to slaughtar. The
interests of the great mass
of workers, however, still
lay  with the socialist

ravolution. Therefore new
partias had 10 be built to
break the hold ‘of thae
burealcracy .

the mass of

An opposing view was
put forward by Karl Kaut-
sky. His most important
argument — since it iz still
heard even on the left to-
day was o claim that
the mass of workers were
just as backward and just
as. chauvipistic as their
leadars, He declared that
tha idea of 3 spiit in the
working  class: was ‘g
nonsanse. Simple argu
ment was all that was
needed to resclve tha dif-
ferences  which  would
therefore be overcoma in
the passage of ime.

. Lenin was adamant: ‘it
i5 a lie when anybody says
{Kautsky included] that
the masses of the pro-
letarians have shifted to
chauvvinism’. It was the
hursaucracy that was
respansible for ruling class
ideas in the labour move
ment. They had to be
driven out,

Histary decided the
question, In 1317, Lenin's
Bolshevik party led the
Hussian: revolution  in the
teeth of the opposition of
the Mensheviks, In 1919,
the buresucrats of the
German Social
Demmoeratic Party drown-
od the German revolution
in blood, using troops and
fascist bands to murder
thousands of  German
waorkers including Rosa
Luzembourg and others,

Tha labeiar
bureaucracy g the chiaf
obstacle on the road to
sociglist  revolution, The
only way 1o overcome it is
to build mass revolu-
tionary parties rogted in
the  industrial  working
class.
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Socialist Society strikes bac

| HAVE been distress-
ed 1o read your report
on the Foundation
Conference of the
Socialist Society by
Phil Hearse in your
issue. SC 230. No
doubt the inac-
curacies of this piece
reflact the fact that
Phil, who did not at-
tend the conference,
has had to rely on
misieading press
reports,

To write that Eric
Heffer was booed and
hissed when he sug-
gested that the Labour
Party was the place to
fight ar ‘when he urged
the Socialist Society to

AS the Socialist

join the Labour Party’ as
your ception puot it
gives gquite the wrong
Frﬂpre".—iﬁ'll:lﬂ.

In fagt Eric Heffer
was  generally  well
raceived. When he urg
ed individuals, not the
Sociaty, to join the
Labour Party there werae
about two and a half
boos and hisses from an
audience of over a thou-
sand people.

According ta the
registration about half
of those present were
members of the Labour
Party. This session was
chaired by Tarig Ali and
there was some good
humoured merriment
when he declared that
he would be only too

Challenge delegate to

Socialist Society's conference | can agree with
most of Robin's factual corrections, and hope
this will ease his distress. Butl also think Robin
has missed the points Phil makes.

Firstly, on affiliation.
The problem  faced by
anyone in the Labour Far-
ty who wants 1o fight its
present leadership [i.a.
about 90 per cent of its
members! is not just
whether to be /n the
Labour Party but how o
fighr.

If Socialist Sociaty
meraly puts its services or
members uncritically at
the disposal of the Labour
Party the risk is that the
right wing, with their con-
trol of the apparatus, will
use those services much
more effectively than the
F‘arilr rank and hle.

his s not a small mat-
ter for paid intellectuals,
who have access to the
printed word and henca
great powar.

There are many
devices which commearce
and bureaucracy have
found to use this power
for their own ends, as the
sad history of Fabianism
shows. Not the smallest of
these devices is the subtle
abuse of the intellectuals’
o desires 10 reshape the
waorld according to theair
own parfect ideals.

Will Socialist Sociaty
take sides in debates in the
party? Will it find ways of
putting its services at the
disposal of those fighting
oppression, rather than
those promoting of con-
doning it?

. The practical issue fac-
ing mullions: of trade
unionists is their fight for
democratic control of the
party. At the centre of this

SDP is a petty-
bourgeois party

HOPEFULLY the debate in the House of Com-
mons over Tebbit's union-bashing proposals
will have clarified a few minds about the real
nature of the SDP. The SDP MPs split three dif-
ferent ways on the most important question
for the British ruling class — how to deal with

the unions.

Seventeen of them
voted wilh the Tories and
against the advice of their
own specialist policy com-
rittes. The SDP's spokes-
person on industrial rela-
tions wvoted against the
majority of his parliamen-
tarian  colleagues, four
others did the sama, a fur-
ther five abstained.

Can anvone senoushy
claim that the British ruling
class the most ex-
perienced in the world —
s going 10 entrust its
futura, in the middle of its
gravest crisis to a party
that crumbles at its first
test before it's  got
anywhere near office?

And what of the
Labour bureaucracy? Can
anyong helieve that by
voting for measures that
will attack the interests of
the bureaucracy in an ab-
solutely  unprecedented
way the SDP think they
can forge an alliance with
it? Eric Varley described
Jankins as "Tebbit's
poodle’. Healey called the
SDP "Tebbit's troopers’,
and ‘Mark Two Tories'.
Bilt Sirs, argunskily Uizt
o toeest of e nght
wing bureaucrats in the
TUC described them as
‘pink Tories’. Thase were
hardly tha kind of over-
turas designad 1o woo the

SDF into an anti-Tory
coalition with the Labour
right, wera they?

In my previous letter |
argued that with the
absence of support of any
of the significant institu-
tions of the ruling class
teven the millicnaire prass
has now turned against
the SOP) or of the working
class Inot a single
buregucrat let glone &
trade uwmion has joined
them| the SDP would
have to be regarded as a
party of the pety
hourgeoisie whose  only
futura could be as a junior
partner to the Tories.

Evidence s oW
emerging that this is the
direction Roy  Jenkins
wishes to take the SDP in.

Owen  has  publicly
stated that participation in
a 'rashuffling of the nght’
would spell doom for the
SOP. He wanls (o lake the
SDP in the classical direc
tion that petty-bourgeois
parties go in, towards
radical populism, a course
which is one which is
doomed to failure in Bri-
tain.

Owen is not  alone
however. Shirlay Williams
explained har hasitation in
voting with Tebbit by say-

happy to follow Eric
Heffer's advice,

Phil's report  also
declares with some em-
phasis: ‘the one gues.
tion of practical political
arientation  discussed
by the conference was
tha Labour Party. The
Conference decided mo!
to allow the steering
committee to prepare
proposals on affiliation
to the Labour Party ,..'

The raport then goes on
to attribute thiz daci-
zion to the composition
of ~ the conference:
‘independent socialist
intellectuals ... Most of
them actively hostile to
involvement in  the
Labour Party.”

As it happans thera
were many Labour Par-
ty members who
counselled against af-
filiation and James Cur-

Alan Freeman

is now the fight for the
right ta arganise, centring
on the witch-hunt.

How. will Socialist
Society make a claar state-
ment that its members
want, not merely to be in
the Labour Party but to
take sides and conduct an
organised battle? This is
what is at stake: and if
Labour Party members shy
away from this issue, itin-
dicates only thair lack of a
strategy for dealing with it

But this is just one
more instance of a mora
general problem.

Socialist Society has
adopted a quite restrictive
programme  (one  which
excludes, for example, the

Communist Party) and a
detailed individual
membership structura, It
rejected & Conference of
Socialist Economists mo-
tion that tried to
strengthen the role of af-
filiated bodies. Itis puttin
its  resources I:-ehing
definita political cam-
paigns, which implies a
definite system of
priorities.

Thls forces it o make
chaicas, And these
choices are simply  oif-
ficult. Would anyvona an
the steering committas
care to tell us whether the
society will be offering
publication  facilities to
Michasl Foot? To the

ran, editor of New
Sacialist. made a par-
ticularly effective con-
tributien an this point.

There was
widespread agresment
that we should try to
strengthen socialist in-
fluence in the labour
movement and Labour
Party but the majority
thought that affiliation
would not be the maost
effective or appropriate

Cambodian government in
exile? To Colonel Ghad-
dafy? And if not, why not?
Such questions can’t be
settled by waving a pro-
gramme — least of all the
Socialist Society’s,

There is noway around
this by vowing to be
friendly, and certainly not
by brushing debates under
the table. A proper system
for debate is essential —
including the tolerance of
opposition, facilities for
circulation of discussion,
rights of tendency, and so
an.

What is alarming about
the decision on affiliation
is that the defeated motion
was not even a motion to

Letters
Letter:

ters s

i B

ks
fhe Gang of Four

ing ‘SDP policy is clear ...
you cannot reform th

unions without a reform in
Company Law as well, We
want an even-handed ap
proach.” lsn’t utopian
‘even-handedneass’
towards  Capital and
Labour the stock-in-trade
of petty-bourgeois par-
tigs?

The wishful thinking of
Owen and Williams of an
5DP which can play an in-
dependent rale in British
politics 1= being  daily
|..||‘|dr;-n|:1ir1ﬁ,l|-:_j} by the class
struggle,  The majorty of
SDPgi-!F'S by wvoting with
Tebbit were  signalling
that, having left Labour

leaders ot a

hehind, their anly way for-
ward was with the hosses’
party, the Tornes.

Certainly the SDF are
important, Certainly they
reflect the depth of the
political crisis in Britain.
They may lead to a change
in the electoral process
idepending on how fast
the class polarisation pro-
ceeds and how far the
SDP is therefore able to
maintain its grand illu-
sion. }

But today it is the na
tional  rail  strike,  the
Bathgata accupation and
the stiffening of the
resistance of the industrial
trade unions and not the

way to do this at the
present tima.

We were mainly pre-
occupied with
establishing the society
at this conference and
ensuring that socialists
ingide and outside the
Labour Party  could
work within it, The for-
mal motion for affilia-
tion did not come up un-
til late on the Sunday
afternoon so that, can-

SocialistSociety

replies

affilizte. It was a motion to
discuss affiliating. It was
the steering commities’s
own resolution, which it
withdrew and which | then
maved. In short, faced
with a division an the only
practical question con-
fronting it, the steering
committes  decided not
just against affiliation but
against discussing it.

This h%hlights the
danger to which Phil was
rightly pointing: that of
building a new ghetta for
the left intelligentsia — a
very comfortable one, no
doubt — by trying to closa
ranks 1o uncomfortable
difficultias  which might
provoke dissension, but
which millions of people
have to face daily because
their lives depend an i

There is much which is
smug in the British left in-
telligentsia, and if Socislist
Saciety wants to create @
new popular  common
sense, itg first step must

trary to tha implications
of Phil's report, there
was no time to discuss
it properly.

Achieving a vital
connection with tha
labour movement will
certain be a priority for
the Socialist Society
and wea know there are
no easy formulas for
this,

But 13 of the 30 pao-
ple (excluding Tarig)
who were elected to the
staering committee
wera members of the
Labour Party. We were
also heartened by the
fact that the first person
who applied to join the
society was Lou Adams
of the ASLEF executive.

ROBIN BLACKBURN

surely be to create the
conditions for a struggle
a?amst the common sense
of those from which its
membership is drawn, in-
stead of accepting it as the
only light and truth.

Socialist Society can't
hawve it hoth ways. Either it
hes to open ranks to
everyorne in the Labour-
movement, genuinely put-
ting itself without strings
at the service of the entire
labour movemant, Or it
can set about building a
new party, in which case
— if it wishes to contribute
1o building a genuinely
non-sectarian and revolu-
tionary party, rather than
the left's answer to the
SDP — it must confront
the practical issues facing
the labour movement, and
create an adequate demo-
cratic structure to do so.

The alternative s to
take the well-trodden path
of building a new sect,

ﬁe:i‘f;* Sgr.'.rrgeofs pa?fy?

antics of the SDP which
will have the mare impor-
tant effect on the balance
of forces betwean the
classes.,

Based on that analysis
| said in my original reply
that the left's opportunity
is now — provided it gives
a line for mass struggle.

That opportunity has-
ed on a projection of an
SDP-Labour coalition can-
not- be: put off until
somelime  in the next
decade. The railworkers
couldn’t wait!

TOMMY CUSACK
Harrow

tain £
Zealand, Asia 820,

Montrewil, France.

International
Viewpoint

International Viewpoint is ths new fortnightly
English-language news and information journal of
the Fourth International produced in Paris. It com-
mences regular fortnightly publication this week. All
Socialist Challange readers are urged 1o subscriba,
. Special introductory subscription price (25
issues E[;::rer yearl: if you subscribe before 1 May: Bri-

. US 513 (airmail 518, Australia, New

Sand cheques, postal orders made out to PEC, to [n-
ternational Viewpoint, 2 rue Richard-Lenoir, 930718,
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Solidarnosc leader argues

‘Prepare for a general strike”

THE foliowing letter, addressed to all Sclidarity
activists, was signed by Zbigniew .Janas, the
chairman of the Solidarity chapter at the large
Ursus tractor factory outside Warsaw and a
member of the union’s National Committee.
From the available in-
farmation about the ac-
tivities of the police and
the Secunly Service and
from the stepped-up pro-
paganda against Solidarity
members, we can - con
clude that the military

facts on the hasis of Goab-
bel’s” maxim that a fie
repeated a hundred times
becames the truth.

This activity musl be

must als

these activities without
censidering the security
threat.

4. Strictly union activities
o be undertaken.
e

regime is aiming 1o smash
Solidarity  and paralyse
society.  What activitios
should Solidarity members
undertaka?

1.1t 15 necessary for
representatives of  our
union to link up and col-
laborara with each other,
bath within each factory
unit and among different
workforces: To - achieve
this and 1o coordinate ac-
tivities, it is wital to im-
prove the flow of informa-
tion.

This will also serve ta
relay the experiences of
the union. It 15 necessary
to achieve collsboration
betwean those in the fac-
tories and those outside,
and with this &im o
organise  meetings. cin
private:- homes outside af
working hours.

2.0 I8 indispensable 1o
organise broad materal
and moral support for tha
farmilies of thosa arrestad
and persacuted. This must
be carried out in a regular
and ongoing way. There-
fore it is necessary 1o
organise  collections  of
mionay from friendsin the
work brigade and union
groups.

It must be remembared
that such aciivities arouse
solidarity among people
and make the deprivation
of anyone impossible.
These actions must ba
undertaken immediately,
considering the weight of
their moral influence over
people.

3.1t s necessary 10 ——
establish contects with
underground  publishing
houses with the aim of
distributing leaflets and all
other unofficisl publica-
tions. This activity is anar-

mously important in light
of the complete propagan-
d# broadecast by the mass
media, which ligs,
slanders, and distorts the

carried  out. in o great
secrecy, considering the
heawvy security and
dangerous coOnSequences,
But do not lightly give up

| INTERNATIONAL
g THE LEFT |

POL A s vacoonss

January

Oliver

Poland,

issue features

MacDonald on

interview with

Joan Ruddock of CND,
Ernest Mandel on British
Economic Disaster and
much more! Just 60p per
copy, or £4.50 for an an-
nual subscription. Send

chegues

to ‘Interna-

tional’, PO Box 50, Lon-
don N1 2XP.
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The elimination of all
rights. and-the increase in
tha numbar of reprisals by
management  represen-
tatives and party activists
makes 1t Pecessary 10 0p-
pose such actions with sll
odir _streangth, and' to
gather the namas of those
who have attempted 1o
carmy out these types of
actons,

With  this -aim, files
redating o illagal and anti-
peaple. activities of the
party and administrative
gpparatus must (7E]
astablished. Theze: fles
ehould be decentralised so
that the loss of one does
not'lead to the loss of gll of
tham: To the axtent that it
is possible. it is wvital 10
pnnt - ilegal  docuoments
and distribute them
ameong the workiorcs.

Im this difficult period,
these activities must not
be left to the future: the
raising of labour concepts
on production  matters,
the establishment of new

collective  arrangements,
and the carrying out of
other legal activities that
help workers, such as
thase concerning safety

and health conditions,
This is important sa that
the authoritics themselves
do not imagine that our
powerful organisation can
be destroyed by ana ar a
fewe blows.

&, Written protests
must be made, both in-
dividually and collactivaly,
condermning the actions of
the military junta -and
demanding freedom for
arrested union  acrivisis
and the restoration of
society’s independent
rights.” These  lgtters
should be fegibly signed,
since only then will they
have: propaganda and
moral value,

B. lrr -anticipation of 2
gsocial  explosion, it s
(ECASEArNY 10 prepare for
the proclamartion of &
general - strike. Thess
preparations must be car-
ried out In great Secrecy.
With this aim, clandestine
committées must beoset
up, which should under-

take the organisational
preparations.
They must not,

however, cary out active
resistance, since  that
could lead to bloodshed,
In this country, the
government, which claims
to rest on the workers, has
giready  spilled”  much
WOTKErS' blood.
Remember that they are
murderers, It does not
matter to them how many
people are shot down if il
serves their intarests:

To conclude, | remind
gll activists that they were
chosan through
demaocratic  electinns  for
two-year  terms. They

were given this approval;
and nothing but nothing
can prevent them from
fulfilling their role of sane.
ing. ‘those who elected
them.

Remamber: we cannot
defend ourselves through
ignorance or fear. Each of
us must calculate what
they can do whan it is
possible, but also whar to
do when il is necessary to
risk their jobs or even their
freedom. In these difficult
days we must all prevant
the destruction of Salidari
v, which is the only hope
of Poles,

Far us, the sum will
shine once again.

o,

workers for:

prisorers

Western banks

* an end ro martial fqw
* the release of Leck Walesa and all other political

Appeal for South
Yorks Polish |
Solidarity Committee

THE APPEAL below is to launch the
Polish Solidarity Committee in the South
Yorkshire area and to organise meetings
with Solidarnosc speakers to win sup-
port for their struggles.

We heligve tharthe backhane af the cammaisn
fa defend trade wnion and febour areanisaiion v
Polund con only-come from the frade wnion and
lefronr moverment in-Britain, and fnternationaiiy,

i is sieer hypocrisy. for President Reasan of
Marosaret Tharcher ro support frade anion and
dermocratic rights in Poland, while they are atlack-
ng the workers of their own countries with arii-
o feisiarion such as the Tehbir Employmens
Bifl, or the smashing of the.alr traffic controllers’

We helieve thal it ix sheer hypocrisy o con-
demin the military dictaiaorsfiip in Poiand, while
propping wp the genocidal regime in Ef Salvador,
the miffitary regime in Turkey, or the racist apar-
theid stale in South Africa.

il ix sheer hyvpocrisy o talk of defending the
Polish workers in- Solidarnose: while making o
massive escalation in nuclear arimaments such as
Craise gnd Trident missiles, many of which will be
aimed al those same Polist warkers,

It is anly we, the-trade unionists. in Britain and
internationally, who haeve the right to call the
Polish workers of Solidarnose: brothers  and
sisters. comrades, a5 thelr cause ic our cause — the
defence of working peaple and their inrerests.

We therefore support the strugele af the Polish

* no intervention in Polamd by ourside states -
* food and medical aid for the Polish workers
* the cancellation of all debis and interest (o

* muaterial aid to-Solidgrioose by the TUC

* rrades witon delesarions fo visit Poland

* Solidarnose speakers t¢ uddress Labour and
fride umion meetings

Ratherham BSC Crafts Committee (who fave
alse donated £50 to the cempeign), Bernard
Connelly, convenor Rotherham and South
Yorks BSC Crafts Cammittee, JP Sherburn,
AUEW convenor BSC Tinsley Park. Chiff
Whright, AUEW convenor BSC River Don, D
Gooding, AUEW Convenor BSC Stainless, R
Bostock, NUSM WCM & BE convenar BSC
Roatherham, SM Wood, Boilermaker con-
venor BSC Rotherfhem, N Blanchard, Boilar-
makers convenor BSC Stainless, R Elsom.
Craft Convenor BSC Tinsley Park, P Storer.
AUEW convenor BEC Rotherham.

The Rotherham works craft committea are
sponsoring meetings

in. Sheffield and

Rotherham with Solidarnose speakers. Con-
tact Rab Bird, 279 Ellesmere Rd, Sheffield 54
7DP. Ring 0742-617174.




ers should hack

Polish workers

THE brutal repression of the Polish miners
following the impaosition of martial law has
angered many miners in this country. Poland
has hecome a major issue in the union.

A recent Yorkshire
Miner correctly condamn-
ad tha hypocrsy of That-
cher and Heagan over
Poland. It pointed out that
if British workers fought
for some of Solidarnosc’s
21 demands they would be
crucifiad in the prass

It goes on 1o say:
‘Peland’s Communist Par-
1y and government bear an
gnormous  responsibility
for what has happened in
their country,”

But then it changes its
ne, attacking  Solidar-
nosc as follows: ‘It wasn't
long before Solidarmosc
began harbouning . ele
ments which had about as
much to do with socialism
as Mangie Thatcher

It continues: "Thera are
neutral reports of Solidar
nosc being infested with
some of the wvery worst
rieo-fascist, ultra-pational
ist and anti-semitic
glements.” Mot ane shred
of svidence s given to
back Thisups

Protest

The. Yorkshire Miner
article claims 1o 'point the
finger at the guilty partias
and make excuses tor no
one’. The truth s that it is
a cover-up for the buresu

orate in
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Paland whao
brought the asconomy 1o
itz knees to defend their
power and  privileges.
They have aboul as much
to do with socialism as
Thatcher and Reagan,
Militants in the MLIM
should write latters 1o the
Yorkshire  Minar  pro-
testing ahout this dis-
graceful article and pur-
ting the truth about
Sobdarnosc. The  York-
shure Miner's view can on-
Iy discredit the left in the
eves of the union member-
ship, playing into the
hands of the right wing

By contrast the Scor
tish  Miner presents a
largely factual account of
the Paolish events from
summer 1980, though it
ends up  sitting on_ the
fence: “All the time thera
were forces on both sides
deepening canflict instead

-of smoathing it away.’

Mick MeGahey, Presi-
dant of the Scottish NUM,
has called for the release
of the 18 miners' leaders
interned -~ following the
stay-cdown strikes at the
Piast, Whak and Fiemowit
pitz.. in  Silesia . before
Xxmas. He has demanded
the end of martial law, and
offered 1o ‘mediate’ bet
woen the Folish miners
and their government

Socialist Challenge [° = -~
NS A MPHLET B (=

2000 copies seld in first
week! Order vour copies
now af the second edition,
Juse 25p or 20p for sup-
parters’  groups  bulk
orders,

Such offars are likaly
to fall on deaf sars. The
buresucracy doesn't want
negotigtions. It weants to
smash  Solidarnosc, pre-
ferably forever. It knows it
can't go-exist for long with
2 mass independant work
ing class mavement,

Other areas of 1he
miners have takan action
to aid the Polish workers.,
The union in South \Wales
has demanded ‘that a
delegation be allowed to
visit Poland, Nottingham-
shire has given £2, fios
medical aid as well as
hacking a recent demaon-

The hated Polish militia on the Warsaw streets

JOBS NOT BOMBS

Atma Singh looks at a new anti-nuclear
pamphlet on planning for jobs and

need.

A timely pamphlet has been produced in

Newcastle, coincidin
Northern
ference on b6 February.
At the confarence
Terry Marsland ot the
Tobacco Workers explan
ed, in a keynote speech,
howe her umon was back

ing  stewards  who  had
arganised  factory  Hoor
education - an  nuclear

disarmameant i e
teath of managament a1
temprs 0 gag Cpobibeal’
disrussinns.

Thir pamphiat waill grve

wihatile [SINTLE EI IR £e}
mded vt e bing o follow
Faer pptmcaes s leawd 18 s i

termded 1o show practically

Region Labour

with the successful
movement c<on-
howy  anms  progducin
facilities could be con-
verted  to meel  sogal
needs,

Although it deals with
Tyneside, it explicitly
arques  against ‘regional-
ism’ s typical of Lalwaur
Party bBuraaucrals: ‘n no
sansa,’ 1t says, should s
axamples relating foe
Tyneside  ‘'be nlerpreted
A% pleadmy 4 speel case
for Tynesice’ . 11 shiowes The
possibilities 0 planned
production by f.lkil15'| it 0]
Aaccopnt the type of arms
and noclear ey jic

duction in the area, con
necting this 1o the social
needs which have alraady
hesn discussed in specific
projects (such as the com-
hined heat and power
district heating scheme
drawn up by the Parsons’
shop stewards' commil-
teg). It tries fo  link
tagether such alternative
‘isolated initiatives’ in a
coherent whaola.

It places conversion in
the context of an alter-
native economic stralegy
bt casts useful criticisms
against - the TUC and
Laboyr Party economic
strategy. How is conver-
sian to be made a working
mality? - Conversion. s
depandant upon a sociahst
QOVErnment requinnyg bc-
countability  for the way
hugge sums . of  public

stration in the area.

The national executive
is also considering what
action to take. Proposals
include  asking mining
unions to seek a ban on
imports of Polish coal,
raiging money - for the
families of miners killed,
imprisoned or blacklisted,
calling for release of union
leaders  and sending 2
union daelagaticn his ]
Poland. Banning Peclizsh
coal is no way forward if it
means asking Thatcher {o
slop the imports.

Tha MNUM should give
the lsad in organising a

money are Sspent. Lom
pulsory  planning  agres-
ments, mationalisation,
legislation on convarsion,
community  participation
and workers’ control are
the only ways in which the
likes of Vickers can be
socially  controlled,”  the
pamphlet points out.

However, the discus-
sion of likely ‘mass institu-
tional opposition’ by the
capitalist  economy  and
state is totally inadequate
and thare iz no concaption
of a strategy of mass ac-
tion or a seizure of control
or power by the worlkers,
Apparently this mass in
stitutional opposition s
supposad to vanish into
thin air with the alection of
an accountable socialist
Qovernment .

Ihis evasion relates 1o
other areas which are not
discussed in the pamphlet,

powerful “labour move
meant campaign for aid 1o
Solidarnosc and for sup-
port to the Polish warkers
Militants can bagin tha
fight for such a campaign
by getling out the truth
about what Solidarnosc
stands for. That's the best
way to expose the hypo
crisy of the right wing.

A start can be mage by
submitting  appeals. 10
Area Councils, calling on
them to invite represen-
tatives of the Solidarnosc
trade union working group
0 speak at  Cooncil
meetings, to tour the pits
and welfares.
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Canversion is not placed in
its international context,
or related 1o the present
crisis of the British economy
or lsbour leadership. A
strategy tor conversion
cannot be effective unlass
it is accompenied by a
political, as well as an
economic strategy.

Despite such criticisms
lwhich need to be given
flesh in political mass ac-
tion) the pamphlet is a ma-
jor step forward for the
labour  movement and
CND in its political think-
ing

O

*Jobs for a Change: Alter
native FProduction on
Tenesohe  oblanable.  from
Days of Hope workshep, 115
Westgate Road, Newcastle
upon Tyna, NB1 4AG. Price
60p per copy. Reductions for
Bulk

AL,

Solidarity
round-up

Oxford: more than two hundred people marched
last Saturday to & rally in support of Solidarnosc
organised by the Oxford Lahour Committes on
Paland. The committes was set up by the Cuford
and District Trades Council. Grzegorz Banecki of
the independent students union, NZS, appesled
to the Oxford students to support the NZ5. Local
Labour councillor Peter Moss alzso spoke. The
lacal anti-missiles campaign — Campaign ATOM
— backed the demonstration following a discus-
sion on the significence of Poland for the anti-
mizgiles movemant.

Leads: More than one hundrad people attended 3
meeting 1o support Solidarnosc on 16 February,
supported by the Leeds Lebour Left, Leeds Morth
East constituency party and Young Socialists
hranch, Speakers included lvek Bialecki of the
Saolidarnosc trade union working group, Victor
Meoszeynski of the PSC and Geoff Bloomfield, a
fulltime officer of the TGWU in Bradford. The
rmeating agread o establish a local solidarity com-
mittee. Ring Leads 480827 for details.
Solidarnosc trade union working group: com-
prised of Solidarnuosc members in Britain. It calls
for: fresing of all internees, lifting of the state of
war, the return of confiscated union property, the
resumption of union activities by Solidarnosc. It
aims to increase Solidarnosc's links with the
Britizsh trade unions and to disseminate informa-
tion on the situation in Poland, You can help by;
subscribing to their bulletin, at £5 per gquarter in-
cluding postage; twin with factories and regions,
adopt internees, raise money for those imprisoned
and for Solidarnosc’'s underground union actions;
don’t buy goods imported from Poland; take our
stickers and badges, collection sheets. Contact us
at; B4 Philbeach Gardens, London SW5 9E. Ring
01-373 3452,

Battarsea: Labour Party public meating 'Solidari-
ty with Solidarnosc” on Wed 3 March at 7.30pm in
Lower Town Hall, Lavender Hill, SW11. Speakers
include; Eric Heffer MP, Ron Keating [NUPE],
Member of Solidarnosc, OQliver MacDonald
{{ ahour Focus on Eastern Europa).

Brent: Brent South Labour Party meeting
‘Solidarity with Solidarnose’ on Wed 17 Mareh at
/.30pm Stonebridge School, Shakespeare Ave
MWD, Speakers includa: Eric Heffar MP, Oliver
MacDonald (Labour Focus on Eastern Europs,)
Solidarnosc member.

Central London: Major London Labour Party ral-
v on Tue 16 March at Central Hall, VWastminstar at
T.30pm. Speakers include; Eric Heffer, Denis
Healey, Joan Lestor and a TUC speaker.
Nottingham: Soiidarity  with  Solidarnosc
meating on Thur 11 March at 7.30prmat TGWL of-
fices, 268 Mansfield Rd. Speakers include Piotr
Kozlowski of Solidarnosc trade union working
group, Oliver MacDonald (Labowr Focus om
Eastern Europe). Called by Labour Movement
Sclidarity with Solidarnose,

Eastern Europe Solidarity Campalgn: new
leaflat available containing useful solidarity infor-
mation — the Labour Party international cormmit-
tee resolution on Poland, the resolution from the
Lancashire Association of Trades Councils, a fist
of solidarity committass and other statements,
Send for copies to Eastern Europe Solidarity Cam-
paign, 10 Park Drive, Londen NW11.

Solidarity Commitiees with
Solidarnosc

Birmingham Polish Solidarity Committee, ¢/o
Roger Murray, 28 Blackford Road, Birmingham
1. Ring:021-F73:6396. 01

Cardiff Polish Solidarity Committée, c/o Mark
Jenkins, 87 Beatmty Ave, Cardiff. Ring
(22- 784195,

Coventry Solidarity Committeas, .John Figher c/o
ASTMS, 26 Queens Rd, Coventry.

Glasgow Polish Seolidarity Committee, c/o lan
McCalman, 18 Mossgisl Rd, Glasgow G43. Ring
41-832 1839.

Greater Manchester Polish Solidarity Com-
mittee, c/o Jon Silberman, 51 Mantrose House,
Crete St, Oldham, Lancs. Ring 061-820 2BE6.
Eastern Europe Sclidarity Campaign, 10 Park
Drive, London NW11, Ring 01-458 1501,

Labour Focus on Eastern Europe, Box 23, 136
Kingsland High 3t, London EB.

Leads Palish Solidarity Committee, ¢c/o Dave
Feickert, 28 Roundhay Mount, Leeds 8, Yorkshire.
Ring 0532 430827,

Oxford Labour Committee on Poland, 488
Banbury Rd, Oxford. Ring 0865 58238,

Polish Solidarity Committee, &3 Edinburgh Rd,
Londan E13. Ring 01-422 2218 for London
speakers, or 01-249 2665 for out of London.
Solidarnosc Trade Union Warking Group in
UK, 64 Philbeach Gardens, Earls Court, London
SWh5. Ring 01-373 34082,

Labour Poland Solidarity Fund, cioc Co-
operative Bank, 110 Leman 51, London E1.
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France- the lull
hefore the sto

By Phil Hearse

A DELUGE of popular
rejoicing took place
on May 10 last year
when Francois Mit-
terand was elected
President of France,
ending an unbroken
run  of rightwing
government since
the 'second world
WWar. Since the
general strike and
factory occupations
of May-June 71968,
the French left has
grown, ra-organised
and prepared itself
through numerous
struggles and elec-
toral tests to break
the grip of the right
wing and open the
transition towards
socialism.

After nine months
of Socialist Party
government, the
struggle between the
waorking class and

the bossas is
developing anly
slowly — in marked

contrast to what
many on the left had
expected.

The left has come to
power in France in a
rather different context
than was forasesan dur-
ing the 1870s. While the
Socialist Party wvictory
reflects the deap
radicalization and re-
compasition of the
working class since
1968, especially the shift
to the left among young
workers and women
workars, the Socialist
victory in the Presiden-

tial and Assembly elec-
tions did not ocour at a
time of massive work-
ing class upsurge.

On tha contrary, as a
result of the austerity
measures of the
bourgeoisie #nd nearly
two million
unemployed the
number of strikes in
1980 was the lowest
since 1953. Over the iast
four years the largest
trade union federation.
the Communist-led
CGT, has lost nearly half
its mambars, dropping
from 2.3 million to 1.2
million, Mitterand has
therefore not come to
power on tha back of a
massive wave of work-
ing class struggles. as
did the Popular Front
government in 1936, in
which the government
would have to preside
over @ very sharp clash
between the claszes.

Doubt

Mitterand has been
elactad for a saven year
term, and the pariia-
mant for five years. The
Socialist prasident
therefore argues that he
has the time to procesd
gradually, and many
worker are inclined to
give him the benefit of
the doubt — for tha time
being. But the depth of
the economic crisis,
and the experience of
the government so far,
show that fundamental
choices cannot be long
delaved.

In the realm of civil
liberties the govern-
ment has already taken

to an end.

a number of very pro-
gressive measuras. The
death penalty has been
abolished and the State
Security court has been
abolished. Moves have
been made to wrast
control of television
away from Giscard's ap-
pointees, the deporta-
tion of immigrants has
stopped and political
prisoners have been
freed. Of course these
Measures are immense-
Iy prograssive, but thay
are the "easy’ measures
to take — they don't in-
volve trampling on any

of the bossas’
fundamantal property
rights.

Much more in-

dicative of the general
direction in which the
governmentis going are
their actions on shorter
working hours and na-
tionalisations, Mit-
terand came to powar

“rancois Mitterrand: his ‘period of graae’.r's coming

pledged to reduce the
working week to 35
hours and to give more
holidays. Already the
government has
granted a fifth week's
statutory paid holiday,
but it has compromised
on the 35-hour week.

An agreement has
been made with the
French employers’
organisation the CNPF
to  immediately  in-
troduce a 39-hour work-
ing wesk and the
35-hour week over five
years. This gives the
employers lots of time
for prevarication during
tha nagotiations.

Moreover the
employars are turning
the introduction of the
39-hour week to their
own advantage saying
that to compensate for
the reduction workers
must agree to  more

e RN e
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flexible® rostering of
work hours, reduction
in meal braaks etc.
Already a whole
series of struggles hava
broken out against
these attempts by the
bosses to use the
shorter working week
to deal a blow to the

workers — including
among government
workers, customs of-
ficers and airport

workars as well as fac-
tory workers, But these
struggles are far from
being & nationally co-
ordinated movement:
for tha momeant thay re-
main. fragmented and
sectoralized,

The nationalisation
programma.  of the
qovernment has come
up against the
resistance of the courts.
Mitterand proposed the
nationalisation of five
industrial groups, two
finance hoiding com-
panies and 36 small
banks which remained
autside the framewaork

of ‘the nationalised
banking system,
Despite the fact that
genaerals  compensa-

tion was offered, the
Constitutional Council,
France’'s ‘Supremaea
Court” on major con-
stitutional matters ruled
that it was not enough.

Bosses

Mitterand accepted
their decision and thus
the bosses will get
billions of francs more.
In addition the im-
plamentation of the na-
tionalisations  will be
held up. The decision of
the Constitutional
Council is typical of the
kind of obstruction
which the ruling class
will put in the way of
the Socialist govern-
ment.

An indication of the
fundamental problams
which the French
government will face,
however, is the attack
on social security which
it has .already carried
put. Faced with the

No British support for Reagan’s plans
in Central America

By Megan Martin

IN THE WAKE of
fresh revelations by
the Washington Post
of a US plan to bring
down the Sandinista
govarnment in
Micaragua, the
Nicaragua Solidarity
Campaign in Britain
has issued a call to its
supporters to put
pressure on  the
British government
to dissociate itself
from Reagan's
policies in Central
America.

A deputation,
organised by the cam-
paign, is going to tha
Foreign Office this
week to seek clarifica-
tion on the govern-
ment's policy towards
Nicaragua. The deputa-
tion includes represen-

tatives from Labour.
Liberal and Plaid
Cymru. Others who

could not be part of the
delegation — including

David Owen of the SDP
and Lawrence Daly of
the NUM — have sent
lattars.

The Parliamentary
Select Committee of
Foreign Affairs is plann-
ing to wisit Cantral
America in March and
has heen hearing
evidence from in-
terested parties.

Tha Nicaragua
Solidarity Campaign is
asking all its supporters
to write to their local
MPs (in particular Tory
MPs] or to go and see
them at their surgeries
to take up the points
which the deputation
will be making. These
include:

1. Does the govern-
ment support the
threats made by the US
of economic and
military action against
Nicaragua? If not. why
has it not made public
its disapproval?

2. Will the government
give guarantees that
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Eritish military person-
nel and installations in
the Caribbean and
British arms sold to
Honduras will not be
used to provide support
far military aggression
against Nicaragua?
(There have been
reports of British naval
vessels taking part in
joint manoeuvres off
the Honduran coastand
of tanks being sold to
Honduras}.

3. Does the govern-
ment intend to provide
economic aid to the
governmeant of
Nicaragua? (The only
contribution made so
far has been the cost of
flights by two Harcules
transport  planes  to
deliver medical relief
supplies two or three
days after tha fall of
Somoza, plus the por-
tion of EEC aid borne by
Britain’s contribution to
the EEC budget — and
aver which the govern-
ment had no choice).
4. When will the British

Embassy in Managua
be re-openad?

5 When does the
government intend to
follow France's exam-
ple in selling military
equipmeant to  the
Nicaraguan govern-
ment? (Or should wa
assume that the
government is  in-
terested only in selling
arms to the likes of

Pinachet in Chile?)
Socialist Chalienge
should combine activity
around thess points
with vigoraus efforts to
mobilise for the 28
March demonstration
calied by the EIl
Salvadaor Salidarity
Campaign against US
intervention  in  EI
Salvador and Central
America.

EL SALVADDFI SDLIDAHETY
DEMONSTRATION

To coincide with the government's
fraudulent elections
Sunday 28 March
Assemble Speakers Corner 1 pm
March to rally in Trafalgar Square

crisis of state expen-
diture the gowvernment
increased workers' na-

tional insurance con-
tributions by far more
than thase of
employers. and in-
troduced a tax on
unemployment benefit.
This is not a good sign
for the future.

The  new political
situation is leading to a
re-organisation of the
workers movement.
The Communist Party,
which has traditionally
been the best organisoed
party in the factories,
commanding 20 per
cent of the votes in alec-
tions, s suffering on
two fronts. Itz electoral
position has fallen back
badly, and the CP's
position in the unions
has also suffered.

Grip

In thea Communist-
led CGT the grip of the
CP at rank and file level
is slackeming, while in
many alections for shop
stewards and reprasen-
tatives the pro-Socialist
CFDT iz tending to gain
at the expense of the
CGT. This reflacts tha
deep suspicion with
which the CP is regard-
ed because of itz sec-
tarianism and its mova
away from 'Euro-
commumism’  towards
traditional pro-Russian
Stalinism.

The avants in
Poland, which have had
a big impact in France.
have deeply shaken
both tha CP and the
CGT leadarship, as rank

_Inter nat:onal_

and file CGTers have
come out in favour of
Solidarnosc against the
CP line.

The immediate pic-

ture af the res
arganisation of the
workers' movement

therefore appears to be
of a move away from
the CP towards the
Socilalist Party. But the
raality is. more complex,
As the economic crisis
deepans, tha Socialist
Party government — for
that iz what it essential-
Iy - is - despite the
presence of four CP
ministers — will hava to
administer the crisis.
Any progrossive moves
it makes will meet the

increasingly furious
resistancea of the
bourgeoisie. The re-
organisation: of the
trade unions and

workers” parties Is also
taking the form of the
development of opposi-
tional currents at the
besze of the movemant.

Today. in  France,
there is an un-
precedented concentra-
ticn of power in the
handz of the waorkers
parties both at a na-
ticnal and local level,
The workers in their ma-
jority are still giving Miz-
tarand what he calls his
‘period of grace’. But it
will not last for ever,

As the crigis deepens
the workers will in-
creasingly come  into
conflict with the
bosses. The first nine
months of soclalist
government have been
the lull before the
storm.

Save up to 25% on « subscription to

Intercontinental Press.

Mo other megozine has the in-depth political reporting and news
coverage IF presonts weelk in and week cul

& On-the-scene mmeports from Nleoregue, Poland, El Sclvodor
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ers liko Grenadion Prime Minister Mausice Bishop, Bernadette
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OUT NOW!

International Marxist

Review

English language theoretical
Jjournal of the Fourth International

First issue includes Ernest Mande! on Poland and
the burcaucracy, Daniel Bensaid on the OCI, Claude
Gabriel on neo-colonialism and Soviet influence in
black Africa, Mandel and Ross on the Fourth Inter-
national and a long editorial on problems of the Cen-

tral American revolution,

£1.25 per copy. Subscriptions (3 /ssues per yaarf
f4.50, #717 or equivalent. Send chegues, postal
orders, Intarnational money orders to Intarnational
Marxist Review. PO Box 50, London N7 2XP.
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By Andrew Britton

THE VERY existence of Reds is astonishing,

Here is a Hollywood movie, funded (to the tune criticism, through Bryant,

of forty million dollars} by a subsidiary of Gulf
Oil, which attributes heroic status to the life
and struggles of a revolutionary socialist, af-
firms the Bolshevik insurrection and insists on
the vital interrelation between the achieve-
ment of the real equality of the sexes =nd

socialism!

It should not detract
from ona's admiration of,
and gratitude to, Warren
Beatty, the film's pro-
ducer, directer, and co-
author with Trevor Grif
fiths, that such a project is
contradictory. The film's
very contradictions  are
creative, and | wish briefly
toindicate the major ones,

The central identiica-
tion-figure in Aeds is not
John Reed (Beatty) but
Louise  Bryant  (Diana
Keaton). The resson is
clear enough: the film
needs to introduce  the
speciator to political ac-
tivisim through a character
external o . Howsaver,
this device blocks the
discussion of ideas. In her
first Interview with Reed,
‘cute’ comedy is employed
to convince us thal Reed,
though a socialist, is also
loveabla: his charm is
astablished at the expense
of what he actually says,

Later, the political
dehbates within the
American CP are madiated
by eclose-ups of Bryant
looking pained and disillu-
sioned, signalling whart
our own reaction is to be,
and this  undoubtedly

bolsters reflex convictions
about the sterdle  in-
cestuous bickering of the
left. Elsewhere, however,
particularly in the marvel
lous scenes with Eugane
O'Neill {Jack Nicholsen],
the use of Brvant to
criticise complacent, jaded
bourgeois cynicism about
political/sexual radicalism
derfives its . force  from
Bryant's status as
identification-figurs.
While Reds backs the
October Revolution it is
extremely unclear about
the revolution's degenera-
tion, Reed is allowed, in
conversation with Emma
Goldmann (Maureen
Stapleton), to voice some
of Trotsky's analysis of
Stalinism: in terms of the
izolation of the soviets
within warld capitalism,
and much is made of im-
perigism's  attempt  to
crush the ragime. The film
stresses Reed's fervour gs
if, To portrav” i a3
absessive, and born of his
personal need to reject the
suspicion that his fife's
work has been wasted.
Similarly  Goldmann's
flat assertion that ‘the
system  doesn’t  work'

emacks of the bourgeols
jibe that socialism cannot
work  and  must  go
Stalinist.

Because Goldmann is
herself a radical (though
nol, of course, a Leninist)
thé revoluticn seems to he
condemned out of its own
mouth. ~ The negative
meaning is reinforced by
the film's failure even 10
hint at the existence of a
left opposition o
Stalinisation  within  the
Balshevik Party: the sUp-
pression of rasistance to
the bureaucracy naturally
confirms a feeling that the

revolution  had to  go
WO,
Aeds is alzo am-

biguous  about socialist
revolution in the Wast,
and it iz gasy 10 see how
this refales to the omission
of the struggle between
Stalinism  ("soeialism  in
one country'l and the in-
ternationalist left opposi-
tion,

Reed's speech (o the
striking workers is explicit-
Iy internationalist, and i3
given enormous welght.

At the same fime,
Louise Bryant is continual-
ly used to jmply that
westarn  revolutionaries
Should propagandise for
sovicts rather  than
build parmanent revolu-
tion ithe irony is lost on
the film. This is 3 classical
Stalinist hinel. We can
agree  with tha film's

of the idea of the party as
dispensing orders to the
wiorkers,

The problem is that she
tan also be read as rgjec-
ting the need for revoly-
tionary parties in the West
at all,

It is fust possible 1o
read Aeds as a big, roman-
tic adventure movie which
is l=ft, at the and, with "the
ang great  lave'  (and
female  self-sacrifice) as
tha “only antidote for
political despair,
Bourgeois journelists have
dredged up comparisans
with Lawrence of Arabiz
and, Or Zhivago ta
preserve their liberalism.

During the revolution
sgguence, with the Inter-
nationale blazing on .the
soundtrack, the film inter-
cuts shots of the festival of
the oppressed in the
slreats with shots of Reed
and Bryant making love
for the firet time since thair
relativnship has  broken

dawn ovEr Bryant's
demands for sexual snd
professional -
dependence,

But the intended im-
glication is clear anough:
Reds leaves us with a cau
ple. whose equality s
achieved, after long and
painful struggle, through a
mutual  commitment to
socizlism.

The value of audacities
euch as this was brought
heme to me very mavingly
by the reaction of the two

gudiences with which |
saw the film this Christmas
in Toronto. On both ocea
sions, the sequence | have
just described was racaiy-
ed with spentanenous ap-
plause, and as | feft at the
and many weare humming
the Internationale.

Rads” limitations  are
cbvious, but any movie
that can do that {and |
know of no others that
havel is infinitely mare
than the sum of its inade-
Quacies.

Tan Days Thar Shook the
Word and Insurgent Maxion
both available from The Other
Sookshop and Birmingham's
Other Bookshop.

Warren Beatty and Diane Keaton in Racds

John Reed-writer and revolutio

Excerpts from =
review by Harry Ring.
taken from the
American  socialist
paper Militant.

Whatever its
shortcomings, ar-
tistically or palitical-
ly. Reds towers over
the average commer-
cial film and s
definitely worth see-
ing,

We see the in-
dispensable ingre-
dient of guthentic
revolution — the
masses’ of people in-
tervening decisively
in the historical pro-
Cess.

But the film also
highlights Reed's aventful
life,

Reed played a key role
in putting the national
spetlight on the Paterson,
New Jarsey, silk strike of
1913. He told the story of
Pancho Villa's Mexican
guerrillas, and reported on
the Ludlow, Colorado,

ming strikc where warkers
Were massacred,

Aeds featuras exciting
scenes of Read as a fighter
against World War |, and
then as he plunges into the
Russian revolution and its
aftarmath.

And with all this, his
lempestuous relationship
with Louise Bryant. That
relationship is a major
theme of Aads.

In  Petrograd, Heed
witnessed the tumuliuous
days leading to the forma-
tion of the revalutionary
aovernmenl. He raported

the revolution brilliantly
and was won to it totally.

FReds captures some of
the drama of Reed’s return
o the United States in
1318 to tell the story of the
Aussian  revolution  first
hand. On his return, he
Wrote numergus articles

and spoke  at many
meetings.

Then, after winning
back notes and

documents confiscated by
the U.S. government on
his return here, he wrote
the classic Ten Days that
Shook the World,

Lenin wrote a foreward
ta Ten Days in which he
said, ‘Unreservedly do |
recommend it to  the
workers of the world, Here
is a book which | shauld
like to ses published in
millions of copies and
translated into all
languages.”

John Reed did more
than write an important
beok. Aeds recounts —
with limited success — the
Important  chapter  in
Aead’s life when ha plung-
ed into the working of
building a party in the US4
that would seek to follow
the path charted by the
Russian revolution.

On his death in 1820
Aead was buried In Red
Square - tha only
American so honourad,

But there are also parts
of Aeds that can be and
have been construed as
anti-communist.

Beatly and co-writer
Trevor Griffiths appear to
have stumbled, wittingly
of unwittingly, into a cam-
paign that has persisted

nary

for some sixty vears by
renggades  from  come-
munism  determined 1o
claim Reed as their own:
geoplﬂ who declare that
eed bacame disillusioned
with the revolution and
died a trapped dissidant.

But the “evidence”
that Read died disillusion-
ed is based almost ex-
clusively on what lawyers
would describe as hegrsay

sometimas two- and

three-limes removed.
There is not a word in
RAesd’s last writings ™o

confirm this. Quite the op-
posite.

| think a study of the
available racord confirms
what Hugo Gallert, an ear-
Iy communist, recalls Reed
saying to him on his first
return from revolutionary
Russia. As the final film
cradits are being shown an
the scraen, Gellert is heard
saying:
* "Grand things are
ahead, worth living and
dying for.” He always said
that.’

328 Upper Street, London N1 ZXP

Choen 10— 6 Mor Tues Wed Sar
I I — 7 Thurs Fri

Large selection of Marxist and left books, feminist

literature, pamphlets, posiers, badges, posteards,
T-shirts,

Good  selection of secondhand  hooks.
Literature, posters, badges, T-shirts on Poland.

Current Special Offers

Usually  Owur Price
Combined and
Uneven Development

by Michasel Lowy
Nicaragua by
Hanri Weber
Trotsky: A Study in
the Dynamic of hiz
Thought

Revolutionary
Marxisem Todsy

£4.50 £3.50

£2.95 £2.00

£2.95 £2.00

£70.50 £4.75

Mail Order Service — add 20 per comt for pkp. Orders
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With each 12 months inland subscription to
Socialist Challenge we are offering a free
copyv of NICARAGUA: THE SANDINIST
REVOLUTION by Henri Weber (normal
price £2.95) or AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
MALCOLM X

Torias want ﬂs& sweat

Subscription rates:

Inland: 12 months £14.00: 6 months £7.00;
10 issues £2.00.

Overseas: 12 months

Surface & Europe £17.00, Air Mail £24.00
(Delete as appropriate)

SPECIAL OFFER:
Please send e oo

Send to: Soclst Challenge, PO Box 50, London
ML 2ZXP.

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE BANKER'S
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Our Bank........ Socialist Challenee -

werneeeen l0¥d s Bank, 19 Upper St, London N1

Account No .........

Sorting Code......... 30888 ...

Amount tobe paid.........ccccirveeciiiennsinnes Monthly

First Payment dua.............. And on the same date
in the month thereafter.
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Special new sellers’
subscription

Bargain af the vear from 5C is our new SELLER'S
SUB. It'’s only £9.50 for a year, or £5.50 for six
monihs.

Just complete the form below and return i
with your money to: SCL, PO Box 50, London NI
2XP,

And as g Special Offer to the first 36
subscribers we are offering u free copy of the 1982
Pluto Press ‘Big Red Diary'. Make sure vou're one
of the first 367

I wish to take owt o SELLER'S SUB to Socialist
Challenge.

I wanit a T vear s month sub. *

I enclose £9. 5075 304
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op conditions for you

throughout British industry

By Mark Hackett THIS Thursday's lobby of parliament organised

Unionise YOPS

"~ SUBSCRIBE! |

Our motto

By P Ryan

standards.

With  unemployment
among young people now
running: at record lavels,
redl wages falling and the
right to. social security
banefite under attack. fur
thar attacks are on the

THE ITALIAN revolutionary, Antonio Gramsci,
summed it up: ‘Pessimism of the intellect, op-
timism of the will” he said. That used to be our
motto here In the Socialist Challenge Fund
Drive department. It's a good motto, we likeit,
but it doesn’'t convince bank managers. They

take their mottos from

the likes of Milton

Friedman who, in the course of writing key
monetarist texts, came up with this: ‘There's
no such thing as a free meal.’

Regrettably, having
looked at this from all
angles, we are forced to
agree with this little
adage. Itis true, there is
no such thing as a free
meal. And that's where
you come in,

Producing Socialist
Challenge involves
sanding reporters and
campaign organisers all
owar the country to get
the very best coverage.

Just in the last fort-
night we sent a reporter
to Dublin 10 cover Ber-
nadette’s election cam-
paign. we sent people
to the picket line at
Laurence Scotts, 1o
Leyland Vehicles, and
with the Solidarnosc
trade union working
group all over Scotland,
and we plan to con-
tinue. We need your
support.

¥ you're an occa-
sional reader of Social
ist challenge why not
take out a subscription?

If youre a ragular
reader why not ask your
seller for a seller's sub
to be delivered by hand
to you every week, If
youre a soller why not
take out a seller's sub
for yourself?

These subs provide
us with much needed
moneay in advance, they
provide you with a
guarantead copy of thes
best paper on the left,

The form-to fill in is
on this page. We're not
too proud to say it loud
and clear: we're relying
on youw, our readers,
supporters and sellers,
to ensure that we keep
eating.

Our thanks this week
to:

Hackney £201.00
Micldlesharn., 3600
Sheffiald 1000
B SO0
Exeter 27.00
Bolsover 11.00
Mise 3650
Tower Hamlels 100,00
R, Dunn 8.00
Huddersfield 30.00
M. Coulson 4,00
Anon. 49,00
Quter West London 79,00
MNewpaort 80,00
Covensry 2000
Lamhbeath 20000
Edinburgh 67 50
Glasgow 30.00
Brent 40.00
Southampion &0.00
Carchif 184.00
Oxfoid 120.00
Iskipgton 100.00
Bath 44.00
Rirmingham 23850
Mewham 170.00
Waolverhampran 33:00
Haringay 7000
Praston 3000
Hemel 3220
SwEnsed B5.00
Total EZ211.70
Grand Total £8139.30

by the YOPS Trainees Union Rights Campaign,
backed by the Labour Party Young Socialists.
is the start to a much needed fightback against
the Tories's attack on young people’s fiving

Way,

The aovernmant
wate-cutting over the last
fwio . years thesarans - to
raduce raal income 1o 40
par cent of 1980 levels,

The Young Workers
Schemes encourages em-
plovers o pay less than
E4D o wietk,, O receyea
Efn-grweck’ government
subsidy for B2 weeks. It
blamas excess wages paid
tayoung paople fortha 50
par cant jobless levels

The opposite s rue;
many young workers are
working  for low wages,
evertas low as €10 a week
for full Iime and part Hime
wark,

Although  the Youth
Training Schame:may pro-
vide same higher quality
training for a faw, it
will_ mean  an enonmous
cutl: W ncome- 1o E1a
week to 16 year olds 'on
YOPs.

This is combined with
the remioval of the right of
16 vear ol anemploverd
young people  to social
SBCUTITY.

WWhat 18 needed s @
massive  campaign o
unicnise YOPs trainees,
We must demand of the
TUHC that - abandon fs
support for YOPs, laun-
ches a  =erious flght
against Youth Training
and Young Workers
Schemes' and helps
unipnise more already on
YOPs into the unions.

We must demand the
creation of sooaly useful
work and the natronalisa
tion of firms making re
dundancies by a massive
programme  of  public
works, huilding  schonols,

hames, railways  and
escential medical equip
rant

We must demand

mirimignm Wage for
students an thix
unemployed protected

against inflation, the right
to training and . further
education and amploy-
mant at trade union rates
with job security.

This means gathering
the strength of the labour
movement o defand the
intarests of yvoung johiess
Tebhit's Bill and this
cynical subsidy to the
bosses (o hire young non
urionised workers are the
win tactics o break  the
labour moverment ({315
Tones must be defeatedd.



