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REVOLUTIONARY

socialist Bernadette

McAliskey will be

candidate in the

southern 3 Irish

ggnaral election on 18
bruary.

The former Westminster
MP ic standing in the Dublin
Maorth Central constiteency, as
a candidate sponsored by
Peoples Democracy, Irish sec-
tion of the Fourth Interna-
tional. :

Bernadette said at ihe
weekend that she had decided
1o link up with PD because
she considered it had the best
strategy . for the anti-

imperialist - movement in
Ircland. PD 15 also contesting
the Limerick East constituen-
cy where its candidate will be
leading local trade unionist
Joe Harrington.
The clection follows the
defeat ~ ~of the Finc
Gael/Labour coalition whose
harsh Thatcherite budget pro-
osals were voled down in the
F rish- Parliament (Dail) last
Wednesda; ﬁ«'
The fall of the government
reflects the deep political and
economic  crisis . of  the
southern Irish state. The
economy s in a mess,
unemployment is rising, and
the major parties have utlerly
failed to satisfy Irish aspira-

Bernadette
_contests

tions [or re-unificaton and
British withdrawal from the
MNorth.

That is why PD has made
a strong appeal for anti-
imperialist umity in the elec-
tion. The key features of this
call are:
® For a united and in-
dependent lreland.
® In defence of Irish
neutral - against any
plans to bring Iraland into
NATO
® In defence of living
standards - against
austarity measuras
® For British withdrawal
from the North
@ In defence of women’s
rights.

Berpadette and PD hope
for a favourable response for
their call for unity in the elec-
tion — the type of unity that
was 50 successful in building a
powerful ‘movement, north
and south in suppert of the
Iﬂsth-D]mﬁi prizoners. Two

lack candidates, in-
cluding hunger striker Kieran
Doherty, were elected at the
last general election in June.
Kieran subsequently died.

In the Dublin constituency
where  Bermadette i3 stan-
ding another anti-H Block
candidate, PD member Vin-
cent Doherty also did well in
the last election, He came
sixth out of 13 candidatesina
constituency  which returnz

bosses

The Torws ¢laim they are
not involved in the Rail
dispute. This is a lie, Buot
Boyd and Weighell do g
gmd job for them. il
v haz i
knlghrhnnd
deservis one,

Wieighefl

four members of parllament
(TDs) to the Dail ufider
freland's __  proportional
representalion system,

PD has asked for max- .
imum asgistance in the Dublin
and Limerick campaigns.
Financial help from socialists
in Brtain will be cspecially
welcome as  will election
workers. Anyone wanting to
help the election om  the
ground should contact
bumahst Challenge.

In the meantime rush
mo to, Election Fund,
Plough Book Service, 16
Chapel 5t, Dublin 1. Cheques
should be made pavable to
Peoples Democracy Election
Fund.

BAGKING
THERAIL

BRITISH RAIL and the
Tories are losing the
battle against the train
drivers.

Minars”™ president-
glect Arthur Scargill has
promised that: ‘Any
assistance they mqutrﬂ
will be forthcoming’
Thiz was echoed b Eric
Clarke, leader the
Scottish miners.

Ken Cameron, of the
firefighters attacked
the governmant for en-
couraging the breaking

of the deal with the
drivers. The TUC, Scot-
tieh TUC, South East
Region of the TUC have
all come out in support.
As have the national ax-
ecutive of the Labour
Party and 42 Labour
MPs.

So in come Sir John
Boyd of the enginesers

J Frank Chapple of
the electricians to the
rescue of the Tories.

Boyd made the as-

tounding claim that the
defeat of ASLEF was ‘in
the interests of the
public image of the
trade union movement’.
The only ‘public’ he can
have in mind is that of
the Tories. For the bulk
of the labour movement
support the drivers.

Boyd's own Man-
chester District has sant
a rasolution to the Ex-
ecutive Council of the
AUEW to demand that
they pressure the Rail
Board to honour its
agreement with the
drivers,

Mo wonder that the
despicable Sid
Waeighell, ganeral
secratary of the NUR,
has got sa frantic. Ha
knows that his own
mambars ara totally op-
posed to his signing of
the daal which ASLEF is
fighting against. He is
gitting on a volcano of
rank and file revoit.

He lashad out at
ASLEF putting all the
blame on the union. He
backed the Board's at-
tempts to destroy
ASLEF by declaring
‘that the dispute would
never have occurred if
tha rail union had
spoken with one voice
and had merged.’

Yes. the unions
should speak with one
voice. But in the in-
tarests of their
membars, not the
Tories and British Hail.

Alliance

The  right - wing
leaders have no
scruples about keeping
guiet. An appeal should
be made over tha head
of Weighall to. his
mambars  for allout
coordinated action. The
commitment of Arthur
Scargill should be

WORKERS

translated into a pledg«
for miners to work witk
the railworkers to en
sure picketing of al
docks, road transport
steel works and powe
stations.

The Triple Allianc
of rafl, minas and stee
unions, will become th
crippla allianc
averyona fears if |
doesn’t act in this situa
tion.

This is the onl
response that the Torie
and the Rail Boan
understand. It is to thi
goal that Len Murray’
efforts should b
dedicated instead a
prassuring the drivars t
participateina"Court o
Enquiry’.

It was a simila
‘court” which lost ther
their last national strik
in 1955. The lesso
needs not be repeated.

Full support for th
train drivers.
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Kill the Bill

THE PUBLICATION of Norman Tebbit's
anti union legislation concentrates the
mind wonderfully. The main proposais,
which the labour movement has known
for months, remain unchanged.

In comes:

@ State funding for union ballots: This will give
the press a field day and the right wing to use the
media of their own ends — as Gormley did in the
recent miners' ballot,

@ Compensation jur job loss to those who refuse
to join a union in a closed shop. This will, in the
words of David Basnett, general seerctary of the
general workers' union, bribe ‘non-unionists 1o
disrupt collective bargaining.'
@ The right to selectively suck strikers who refuse
to return to work. This gives a green light 1o all
scabs.

Qut goes:

® Lmion immunity to civil actions for damages
for ‘unlawful industrial action’. Unions will he
liable for up to £250,000 damages.
@ Legal protection for so called ‘political strikes'
as well for inter-urtion sirikes.

The major import of the Bill is to leave 1o reac-
tionary judges to declare whether or not a strike is
sillegal’. Solidarity actions would be totally raled
aiat as would such actions as the recent blacking of
the Sun by traindrivers. Moreover many trade
union leaders will be able to hide behind threats of
legal action being taken to block industrial action,

The last time that these sort of restrictions were
imposed was on the backs of (he defeat of the 1926
general strike. But the working class is not in this
position today. Given the right leadership it can
easily have the strength and organisation to pre-
vent this legislation becoming law.

Len Murray, general sectretary of the TUC,
was moved to declare: “This is not just an anti-
union Rill, Ir iz an ant-industry Bill, and it will
join its predecessor, the Industrial Relations Act,
on the scrap heap®. But the last General Council
meeting decided to shelve even modest proposals
for action until the special conference of union ex-
eculives scheduled for 5 April.-By that time, the
E:rmpos.a!s will be well on their way to becoming
aw,

Terry Duffy, right wing engineers' leader, took
Murray’s jabberings about the Bill being ‘anti in-
dustry® one ludicrous stage further. In his view the
inions: should make common cause with the
emplovers as they have ‘bigger influence’ than the
unions, He left unexplained how such joint action
was possible when the employers supported the
Bill, *It is realistic and soundly constucted’ said
Walter Goldsmith, director-general of the  In—
stitute of Directors,

Len Murray may try to claim credit for putting
the Industrial Relations Act on the scrap heap. Bul
without rank and file action and a mass movement
being built, it would still be in operation.

Before the IR Act became law, two one day
ctrikes were called. One attracted 2500000 workers
and the second over 3m. The first time the law was
used seriously to imprison five dockers a general
strike from below developed forcing the release of
the now famous ‘Pentonville Five',

Rill Kevs, general secretary of the Society of
Graphical and Allied Trades, has put forward a
platform of measures which would be a good basis
for discussion and action. He has called among
other things for the use of trade union strength and
for the TUC to call for co-ordinating action to de-
fend unions under attack, He wants a fighting
fund and for the TUC to withdraw from all
government bodies concnerned with the im-
plementation of economic policy or dealing with
the proposed legislation.

But the key is the mobilisation of the union
ranks. A call should go out for the formation in
every arca [or action committtes to mobilise
against the Bill.

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

If you would like to be put in touch with
Socialist Challenge supporters in your area or
would like more information fill in the form
below

Union/CLP [If any). .o i,

Serid to: Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50,
London N1 2XP.
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Labour Liaison ‘82

‘NO TRUGE’

THE new left campaign in the Labour Party,
Labour Liaison ‘82, was launched Saturday 23
January. Central to its discussion was whether
or not a truce between right and left had been
agreed at Bishop's Stortford earlier in the mon-
th.

This underpinned how the left views its
strategy in the party and the trade unions dur-
ing the coming year in the fight against the
Tories, running up to Labour Party conference
and to the next general election.

TONI GORTON spoke to one of the
organisers, BOB WRIGHT, assistant general
secretary of the engineering union, the AUEW,
about his opinions of the conference and the

tasks of the left. reselection, on election of

leadership and the general
moves that have been
made to make the party
more accountable,

If the right wing think
they can continue with
witch-hunts within the
party or overall move-
ment, whether it be Mili-
tant, candidates for

Can you explain what
the discussions at
Bishop's Stortford
maan for the left? How
will Labour Liaison 'B2
be organised, espacially
in the trade unions and
localities?

“We are not crealing @

membership organisation
or sectarian representa-
tion, What was agreed at
the meeting is that LLS2
wauld be a co-ordinating
body to launch priorities
and a campaign stratégy in
regard 1o the problems
facing the working class in

this uuuntrg.
The Labour left groups
who wWere initially

represented gave general,
if guarded in some cascs,
support for the principle.
But there will be no formal
organisation.

So the campaign itself
is a liaison, it1s mtended to
identify the leli and to

arhamentary seats, Or
ocal government  situa-
tions that develop and that
local parties are going: (o
be over-ruled and stamped
upon -- then we're oppos-
ed to thar, We'll fight it.
But our major task s
to ensure that all parts of
the party accept the
authority of conference on
policies decided and to

ceek their implementation, -

to unify the movement to
defeat the Tories and
secure a Labour govern-
ment that will represent
and reflect the real desires
and aspirations of the
working class of this coun-
try.

challenge those on the

=

—hbour Party
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But look. soma on the
laft say that if you get
accountability and re-
selection you don't
need mass activity such
as the demonstrations
around unemploym-
nent or abortion rights.
What else is needed
besidas policy
agreaments?
Demonstrations, activity
in  meetings, campaigns
and =0 on are all impaortant
in that you are involving
waorkers, but in themsaives
they are not the answer.
It's what vou do as &
result of the huge upsurge.
I think we'll be judged on
how far we can develop a
strategy as an allernative
to what's happening.
There is a lot Of move-

ment  amon trade
unionists in the private
sector in the industrial

world who are saving quile
kiuntly, ‘individual com-
panies, national or multi-
national, shall not have
the same right of deter-
minalion on cut backs,
closures and diversionary
strategies in terms of pro-
ducts, lifting companics
out of Britain and putling
them in South Africa and
s0:.0n 1o hoost their pro-
fies.”

All these things have
got to form the basis for a
Labour planniig agree-
ment/sirategy, where
private industry is made to
be more accountable.
Welve got to be more
aware of the destruction of
our industry and be
prepared to take them inlo

Bob Wright is th

Amalgamatad Union of Enginearing Workers. He is on the

stagring committes for Labour Liaison ‘82 and was elso
Broad Left candidate for General Sacretary of AUEW.

public
necessary.,

Will you be ‘campaign-
ing’ against Tebbit's
bill?

We have to do what the
AUEW did in 1972 and say
that we will not observe
your courts, we'll not at-
tend them, we'll not be
subjected to the judiciary.
I hope it will be a much
more nnited fight then we
had then.

The labour commil-
ment is already there, We
have Lo remove such
legislation from the statute
hook.

The battle in the Labour
Party has been fought
under the s’cu%n of ‘'no
more Wilson/Callaghan
governments’,

But this presupposes
not only accountability
but a new type of
leadership both in the
party and in the unions
where the use of the

right of the Labour Party
who've been propagating
the idea that the left are
out  to destroy the
possibility of an election of
a Labour government and
Lo ereate splits and =0 on.

Ateacks have been
made by forces both in the
SDP to justify their defec-
tions, and by some of The
remaining  right  wing
elements in the trade
unicns and the Labour
Party.

We believe thar now —
nothing to do with
Bishop's Stortford — 1s
the time we identify
Labour 'as a =erious
glternative in  order Lo
defeat the right wing in the
political sense and the
Tories in particular.

And of course we must
meet and defeat the
challenge of this
breakaway SDP, many of
whom were the fathers and
mothers of . Labour's
defeat in 1979. 5o thers
isn't a truce.

We have made it very
clear thae we will resist any
attempts to reverse the
constitutional changes on

BN

BAD TASTE vl

THREE MILLIONI! AND

The Callaghan government is rasponsible for the pre- gigantic travesty to
sent slectoral problems of the Labour Party. It is a re-run.

ownership if

Assiztant General Secretary of the

block wvote has a
decisive affect on policy
and constitutional ques-
tions.

The struggles that have
been going on about who
should be the leader have
been imporiant. 1 think
ir's remarkable that Tony
Benn should have come so
cloge to winning the depu-
ty leadership contest,

Whether he stands
again, in my view will be
largely determined to the
extent that the right wing
launch an assault when it
comes 1o conference,

Benn will consult the
movement about whether
to srand again.,

But we are not going 1o
create the possibility of
greatér  dwision  un-
necessarily.

1f the Labour Pariy
can emerge as the real
alternative to the Tones
then there can be substan-
tial changes in  the
judgments of members
about who they elect.

blame tha lefts efforts to preventa

A

T WHY sHOuLD
VWE BE 30 SELFISHT
LET'S INVITE
THATCHER AMD HER
GAMG TO SHARE 1IN OUR
INCREASED LEISURE D!
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By Geoff Bell

he JohnD

AT THE start of this year the board of the De Lorean
motor company voted to give its boss, John De Lorean
a ‘performance bonus’ of over $100,000. Although the
company announced 1,000 redundancies at its factory
in West Belfast last week and now seems to be on the
verge of liquidation let none say that John De Lorean
hasn‘t earned his ‘performance bonus’. For he may
well go down in history as one of the most successful

con men of all time.
The only gqualification on

such a #udgmt:llt is that the-

target of De Lorean's con
the last Labour government
and its dictator in Ireland Roy
Mason — practically stood on
their hind legs and begged to be
swindled. That John De
Lorean duly obliged will be 1o
his credit in thc jungle of
capitalism, but really, i has
been as casy as laking candy
from a baby.

The 5320 began in the sum-
mer of 1978, De Lorean arrived
on Roy Mason's doorstep and
asked for a lot of money. At
that time it was £53m, although
eventually he was to receive
much more. De Lorean had an
idea, It was to build a “ethical,
safe sports car’, made in
stainless steel, with air bags in-
stexd of seat belts and
something very fancy called
‘elastic reservoir moulding”. In
return, Do Lorean promised
that he _would eventually
employ 9,000 workers,

De Lorean had tried the con
in other places. He had been 10
Michigan, Kansas, Texas, Pen-
nsylvania, Puerto Rico, Spain,
Portugal and France, but no
suckers could be found. He
went to the south of Ireland
and asked for £37m, but the
government there decided it
was ‘too high a risk for the Irish
taxpaver’, So, grasping the old
confidence trickster’s maxim
that the more money vou ask
for the better chance vou have
of getting it, De Lorean asked

Mason for 40 per cent more
than the southern Irish had
judged ‘too risky".

De Lorean found Mason
and his not too smart assistant
Don Concannon in a receptive
mood, That was when Mason
was swagpgering around Belfast
proclaiming that he had beaten
the IRA. All that was needed to
complete the victory was to give
Catholics in Wesl Bellast a few
thousand jobs and they would
return 1o the friendly bosom aof
the British family.

S0, in one of the shortest
negotiating periods in history
— only 46 days from start 1o
finish — Roy Mason signed
away the money. Normally n
such deals there i1z & certain
amount of accountability writ-
ten into the contract, but Roy
Mason didn’t worry about such
details.

Only one  government
representative was appointed to
D¢ Lorean's board and John
himself retained the licence to
produce the car. That meant
that if De Lorean packed his
bags the factory he would leave
behind would be forbidden by
law to continue to produte the
car. Just to add icing to the
cake De Lorean demanded that
the grants given to him by
Mason be linked to inflation.
Rov agreed to that one as well.

Such then was the John De
Lorean con. It hardly needs
saying John's promises have re-
mained unfulfilled. Less than a
guarter of the 9,000 jobs ever

eLorean
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arrived, the stainless steel car
turned out not to be made of
stainless steel after all, and the
air bags and ‘elastic reservoir
moulding” never saw the light
of day.

The car did eventually roll
off the assembly line — six mon-
ths later than promised — but it
15 ridiculously over-priced and
was described by & leading US

car journal as ‘abysmally short
of any commercial standard of
acceptability’. As for De
Lorean’s claim that the car
would be ‘cthical’, the image
has now changed as a product
for ‘the randy voung bachelor
who's made it’, in the words of
a cOMPany executive.

John De Lorean has cer-
tainly made it, The Daily Adir-

ror revealed last week he has
personally been channelling
millicns of pounds into a
mysterious  firm  based in
Swilzerland but registered in
Panama. Apparently, nobody
knows what this company did
for or with the £9m John gave
to it.

In a socialist country John
De Lorean would be thrown in

jail for the crock he is, But
then, no socialist country
would have allowed him to
operate in the first place. They
would have used the money to
roduce useful products like
idney machines, or build
houses, And if any money was
left they would have bought
simple texts on economics and
given them to Roy Mason.

Labour Irish campaigners to meet

ON & February. the
Lebour Committee on
Ireland (LCH holds its
annual conference in
Birmingham. The LCI is
a campaigning group in
the Labour Party for
British withdrawal from
Ireland. Socialist
Challange asked Mar-
tin, an engineering
worker from Man-
chester, what kind of
issues will be discuss-
ed.

The LCI was formed two
vears ago, bur already it
has aver 500 members and
is growing. All the time we
are paining new  ex-
periences of campaigning.
The big guestion 15 always

Labour Party.

working out the best way
to achieve our goal of br-
mging about a complete
withdrawal from Ireland.
The troops are mosl im-
portant, but we want Lo
end the imperialist
domination.

Az Labour Party
members and trade
umionists, we are keen to
change the policies of
Labour, and pledge a
future government to get
out, But the high-ups in
the party would never go
along with that, so we have
to build a protest move-
ment that can force the
IZs0E.

At the moment, we are
only just beginning —

The funaral of Bobby Sands — his alection opened up the Irish debate in .rhe

even the left in the party
duck the Irish issue iipﬁ':ey
are given the chance. All
the opinion polls say that
the majority of people
want the troops out for
one reason or another. If
the lefl was prepared to
take up this policy it could
be a real election winner,

Do you think the last
Labour Party Con-
ference went some wa
to meet your demandsg
Things have moved in the
party in response to the
enormons support for the
prisoners both in Ireland
and internationally. The
election of Bobby Sands as
MP proved the English

o TR
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press lied about the sup-
port prisoners had. The
callous reaction of the
Labour opposition to the
strikes and tragic deaths
brought to the conference
a flood of resolutions
demanding a break from
Tory policies.

The LCI did a great job
in bringing these together,
but the eventual decisions
of conference are little
more than a start in com-
mitting the Labour Party
to getting the troops out
and letting the Irish run
their country. It is wrong
to allow the Umonist
politicians to veto British
withdrawal. It is wrong to
make any conditions upon
withdrawal. :

There are plenty of
people around who sup-
port Irish zelf-government
if they make the Loyalists
happy, if they remain in
the EEC, if they jein
NMATO, if it fits in with
what the British want.
There are some in the
movement, like the Mili-
tant, who think that
British troops should stay
in Ireland until it goes
gocialist! Our campaign
will have to sort some
sense out on all this.

So what will LCI be do-
ing over the next year?
Although we recognise the
stimulation for a really
massive movement for
withdrawal will come from
Ireland, there is still loads

of work to be done here
and now. We have to try to
organise all those who sup-
ported withdrawal at Par-
ty conference. We have (o
increase our attention (o
working in the unions
where the block votes at
conference went against
withdrawal.

There is room for
growth of support among
VOURE p[_-_l:ppfe pB,!'HCIllﬂI].:f'
LPYS supporters and
students. [t would be

useful to see how much
help having Youth CND
was for building CND's
activities, and maybe do
the same with a vouth wing
of the LCI.

In all these areas I
think we will grow. But
just as important is mak-
ing sure that our sup-
porters don't fall for the
arguments of the trade
pnion leaders who say we
should be persuading the
government 1o work out a

solution which will be
farpued for' with plastic
bullets, truncheons and
the like.

At conference, a
resolution which called for
a special policy conference
totake a deeper look at the
Irish situation was referred
to the Executive for fur-
ther consideration, If we
could help to get this off
the ground, it would be a
great opportunity te put
forward our views.

IRELAND: TIME FOR
TORY POLICIES TO GO

THE THEATRE,

LABOUR MOVEMENT
CONFERENCE
ONIRELAND

SATURDAY 27th FEBRUARY 1982.

309 REGENT ST LONDON W1.
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By Pete Grant, ASLEF

PRESSURE is increasing on the train drivers’
union, ASLEF, to go to arbitration. Sid Weighell
leader of the NUR proved once again that he is more
a friend of the employers than railworkers. He took
hxs_sc_ab]:ring behaviour to new heights in the press,
claiming that ASLEF is going to cause his members
to lose their jobs. He said he would take ASLEF
*kicking and screaming if necessary’ to the arbitra-

tion tribunal.

Why won't ASLEF go
to arbitration? The reason
is quite simply that there is
nothing to arbitrate aboul.
I'he Rail Board has reneg-
cd on an agreement — and
ASLEF conference was
Quiic clear on keeping the
eight hour day. Arbitra-
tion means a willingness to
compromnuse, that s, give
up their eight hour day.
This we will not do.

Remove

If the NUR leadership
was serious about ending
the dispute, it woud
pressure the Board to pay
up. It would also join with
us in opposing flexible
rostering. The rail unions
uniled would quickly bring
this dispute {0 an end.

There has been a lot of
discussion as to  why
ASLEF hasn't called an
all-our strike.  Many
drivers: faal that an all-oiut
sirike would be counter
productive. The majority
were involved in the 1953
strike when ASLEF called
ever'!;-'c:ne out to prevent
the loss of firemen’s jobs
in the transition from
steam to diesel and electric
traction, Isolated from
other railworkers and
without strike pay, they
were starved back to work.

The present three days
of strike coupled with the
work to rule are having a
big disruptive effect with
minimal problems. for

drivers. BR has lost an
estimated £60m and it is
believed

that the full

£920m external cash limit
for the present vear has
been used up,

MNext month British
Rail will he hrought 1o its
financial knees if the pre-
sent siluation goes on.,

But what haz to be
weighed up alongside this,
is the way that BR is at-
tempting to use the effeects
of the drivers' action Lo
turn  other railworkers

ainst the drivers. The
withdrawal of Sundav
working has been coupled
with a warning that pay-
ment for other *ays that
the drivers’ strike will also
be withdrawn.

Doom-laden  threats
are being muttered that the
financial Ioss caused by the
drivers' action will prevent
any wages rise at all being
given by BR in April.

The ho of BR o
utilise Weighell's scabbing
to isolate the drivers from
the start didn't work out.
But its present methods
might erode the ower-
whelming sympathy
displayed by the guards.

Unity

The three days of ac-
tion are having their effect
on coal, steel, post and
other big users of the
railways. However, in-
dustry is managing, by and
large, o cope. A “total
closedown would increase
the pressure dramatically,

The  (hserver reporced
frantic lobbying by BR's
main users to prevent a

fo sur sbgry that starfed rha row,

1AM writing this  Ixier
a1 an individual Bme waus
POBE TS BEPras Tha viswn
af masl of the fraln
CRAEWY wt Kings Cress,
but &l tourse | gam ¥
wpeak malnly b
ﬂl"-‘_l_'r\lurl. B

ZrY NEL CRFARIEH,
Lt ar " Crem
e

S mr s Sraiea 1o B
i ars Erying to prie
s mer ny @ M=
b L e B
AAnE
GPESd. URBAEssdanied 1o,y | imimue
Arem G s
lem 0 wap  decidey g | T8 -
"hisss ™ The #rimin ul |
D vetaion e i | o Blektoiea 3t
" om pur Inge
viindable g1 8 “gul* v | BM Raw many
arflen frem wnary men wE
..."'"'f e g b
= Justics Gllawwall tfw Ebron
#hat in e it Frrigp i
aBincs ME weuld Bdws basn | TRS W b6 &

SETFERAIY CFOEL BRE IAET 71
wan & parfeci homan res | Dowk
artian.

*Flddles®

Wi ars nof, 1 repeaf rat
N P BUKIRSE £ GRRMFERIE

ard nevar will e s L
¥ cag 0 pplloes Teded
i

mrsaarau

bramdlipy == BA, not named, |
fat o oouriy Inferoed Lal |
Fd dramine hema ol Mess |

Elns. s
@ Strmimgean Sdpfin Lewss |goo o

DENMIS CADYWOULD and STEVE FOREY are rhe

H.q;h'-;: f:ll‘ ““EE“'.*E"" #n gndertaking ra tha
u urge Ring's Crong worken to lazki

The Sun and The Timei, This fs My Cotrmmiide realt

The men }
only want ==
F==77 to protect jobs

- MT. Absthata UPMF
T man an

the “ opn - link * weainr |

| e gFiver 87 RIAES GPEAR | 4088 mare  tan
[ ST

-
" within Flesl $3reet

whar Mr Faray
had py Ay
| THE silxailons mass by | ot

Cadywoulds reply

b 100w AT Ty mMa mun down
| @riwery’  acsipance - Game:
ma | Ces oo traim

e Crom,
haury they | ted  wowid  eever - Rive

drivers
BREIFINAT &P lann FRAn In fha
va ol weam,
Nt & feipar'y  sggicann
cruule
wead

A DRIVIES 455ATANT
LFARM Ta

FoU ih EISTISA TRAT IF oL | HAE TD
the

Ak Tl

NECOME a GHIYER
Sleep
—

ol Lelahsen &S0 M
Wkt misht an ts sisen.
anflous gericieni
AFE WAREEISE Eha  riwar

rhis fa

Geam | MARY &1 fhar. rsad mastes

a
&
£
i
=
B
1

Ferty winhd In Ty hick sl
ERTIARA DRINE TIFAE aF ipE |
shantom gnardy |

FEMSARLEIE  BAERlN  Bre I |
TR LR
sty citmr who carried oul
Fraie practisas.

i tine i bad while

™ b Cdpubin tbmat | he r
o rasl dupa” | TRUMERE gre Instescas o1
ealal, timas and placas®
AL TESE PASHY -3RG SRy
DEIDIE INERMInATen oy Teair |
Wit wars the twe |
= Cramnnel v,

COMMENT  Defy s
EAUMETR [RESS wors Faif |
grd Tdeubly Pme

anly pald far warking g
Tered ANE AN an Gaturdsy

Lelgnsss ana  May  Wal.
Hacd, Bawve Brooghf  inds
question the Ealegrity of
l[_teabmcrow iy
EDMMEHT. DBricers ars | e wHagaGum
printed  mith
batdInE Mam
WHEIRL &% Thi BRaRIEM

e
WHERE ars the namm gl | 1T
ey

g gvlidenss |
-

o s,
detaily, B3 raiwy g,
TR §iate & drivers sasies
aW mus Ales Fas
| wroerienge an e 1
mers | beinis 3 frlencs oo
THFRE . EAS  RE KRS
| BRELTITOTY FOR THIL
The gy sraniieal par-
nve n drivers saigzant
mira | dangare
Pyilap. OREnsed. 1F drivare
mraiwtaniy payelcsl OuTlia
anis lchs Wra wzricped e
Bf Wb. b Enieing yor
Eraln . Amer - A mientes
urie . wemtd v nesi

nigaEBuneay moming THEY idmitied *Jasuing |  ECPADU P Diaft Likhean

@ 1 Faepes balt the | wark natary tia and deink | s ™ il & mrige i
Sralne vy oty | b RIgHAE P = "

askarl Tha driver Als niam T i s Al

A=A B4 1N
CORMEERT [ ghalisnes |2

pou Btk Ul (hen el Kink | poaitien,
Trank dinclnllned

e | ey Breduing light baib 11

avtiniah gemar 4RO making

. 4 sy mingeity | ety e L

b B | ceald have befene dremmey

bul  thess  are | inelesd 67 Teas cubcai dfer
R AR AP

Kings Cross Guards win right of reply to attacks

in the xun

possible Tock out by BR.

A total close-down iz
coming. The question is on
whose terms this will be,
ASLEF needs to step up
the pressure on the NUR
leadership to force joint
all-out action. Time is run-
ning out. Ray Buckton,
the drivers® leader, cannot
allow Weighell to use the
federation . which  exists
between ASLEF and the
NLUR to prevent criticism
of his scabhing role,

Unions

Traun drivers need zll
the assistance the labour
movement can give if we
are to win. The present
dispute could well be
throwing down  the
gauntlet on the part of the
unions as Tebbit's new
anti-union proposals go
before Parliament.

An all oul strike would
require the rapid use of
secondary  picketing  to
stop goods normally taken
by rail from using road
transport, The TUC will
be on the epor. What a bet-
ter way o attack Tebbit
and the Tories than ensur-
g a victory for the train
drivers.

Forward ever,
backward never
lespecially to 1919).

Railworkers action
conference called

By R Reed, Kings Cross Guard

A CALL has been issued for a meeting of Local
Departmantal Committees (LDC's works com-
mittees) to help coordinate rank and file action
to end NUR's agresment to the new flexible
rostering in British Rail. This is a welcome
response to the need for vigorous support for
the train drivers — particularly from other
railworkers — as the strike action enters its

fourth week.

- Since the start of the
dispute the BR Board and
the national press, with the
able: help of Sidoey
Weighell, have done
everything in their power
to isolate the drivers,

Up to now they have
not had it all their own
way. Spontaneous strikes
by guards and the swift
blacking action by train-
crews against early at-
tempts 1o whip up a hate
campaign in the Sun suc-
cesstully forced this daily
1o carry an article in reply.,

MNon-payment for Sun-
day work is only the latest
gll:ly‘ to splil railworkers.

ut Monday's action by
guards in the Southern

region, an with the
average £25 lost in their
pay packets, brought yet

another group of workers
into conflict with BR.
The Board now plans
to step up its efforts to put
across its case for flexible
rosters. Local depot
managers will be. given
sample rosters and no
doubt LDCs will continue

{0 be summoned to the of-
fices of stalion mangers
where a human face for
the new rosters will be

found. .
_ Widespread opposi-
tion to flexible rostering

persists, But how can the
mood of militancy among
the membership be
transformed into action
alongside drivers? For a
shorl time, Kings Cross
became a focus for guards
nationally, with a real
possibility of a rapid
escalation of their action,

Faced with this pro-
spect the NUR leadership
guickly called the local
LDC to Unity House, A
day of threats and an
agreement sipned by
Sidney Weighell laving
dawn our right to a work-
ing day which ‘as far as
practicable’ would be bas-
ed on an eight-hour day
prompted the LDC (o call
off the striks.

At the mass meeting
which  accepted  this
recommendation to end

the strike in support of
ASLEF

and against the

new rosters, many guards
recognised the difficulties
of co-ordinating action on
& regional and national
level,

But the vote to call off
the strike was not at all a
sign of their unwillingness
to fight, At the same
meeting, there was a
unanimous vote to join a
24-hour strike by ASLEF
mermhers against
disciplinary notices fssued
to two drivers!

Moves are now afoot
to bring the LDCs in the
London region together
within the nexl fortnight
ta discuss the next steps in
this fight. The call for the
meeting is coming from
depots on the Southern
regon who have been tak-
ing action over the last two
weeks,

Altendance at the
meeting and the organisa-
tion of a united fight now
alongside the drvers can
cotnter those who argune
that little can be done untif
the NUR's Annual
General Meeting in April.
By that time, the outcome
of the driver's strike will
be decided!

I’s also an answer to
those who are starting to
look tolocal agreements as
a way of defeating the new
rosters. . Raillworkers in
larger depots mighl fare
okay, but it's no solution
for depots throughout the
couniry,

Rail Broad Left

A TIME TO ORGANISE

By Hazel Macpherson, NUR Paddington No 1

‘DON'T BE frightened to talk about getting rid of this
govarnment, because that's what we've got to do.’
That was what Dennis Skinner from the National Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Labour Party told a Lon-
don rally called by the Raill Broad Left last week. The
meeting was organised in solidarity with ASLEF.

Dennis Skinner also drew
the links betwsen what the
right wing is up to in the NUR
cxecutive and what it's doing
in the Labour Party, ‘It's no
accident,” he explained, “that
someone like Russell Tuck, a
union delegare to the Labour
Party’s national executive,
backs up the rght wing on
that body. After all, he comes
[rom @ union that supports
such ideas as an incomes
palicy.”

Skinner called on all trade
unionisis to come to the aid of
ASLEF and reported that the
MEC passed a solidarity
resolution that day,

In his view, the concern of
the meeting should be now 1o
organise action, not simply a
talking shop,

Unfortunately, the leader-
ship.of the Rail Broad Left —
dominated by he Militant
tendency — failed ta hesd his
words. Mike Cleverley ex-
plained the history of the Rail
Broad Lefi and the witch-
hant inside the NUR at some

length. But he only referred in
passing to the ASLEF strike
and the unofficial action
teken by NUR guards oppos-
ed to flexible rostering.

Speakers from the floor
were lefl to provide a way for-
ward for the present struggle.

Apologies were given for
the invited speaker from
ASLEF's executive, hut Steve
Forey, branch secretary at
Kings Cross, spoke from the
floor. Forey stressed the need
for the executive of ASLEF 1o
call for industrial support
from other unions, and 1o
urganise secondary picketing,
*L‘T_Jnl:_.- an all out srike will
wil,

He was encouraged by the
support from NUR zuards in
his depot and by widespread
industrial action laking place.
In his view, the role of o
Broad Left was o coordinate
such action.

Other zpeakers echoed
Forey's remarks. Ray Varnes,
& guard at Kings Cross called

upon the three members of
the NUR executive who voted
ugaingt flexible rostering to
come out into the open. *Only
in that way,” he explained,
‘can. we deal with -2 wilch-
hunt. IFf lan Williams (a
Broad Lefl supporter on the
exccutive) made a statement
today, opposing flexible
rostering, he would be sup-
peried by thousands of
gurards,”

Geoff Henshy,
secretary  of  ‘Paddington
NUR, responded (o the
debate by agreeing from the
flaar that a number onc
priority was the coardination
of the present action. He
statcd that the Broad Left
would be supporting an all-
London conference of LOCs
{shop stewards) to do just
that. A solidarity leaflet (o ex-
plain the izswez at stake will
also be distributed by the
Broad Left.

Socialist L‘hall:ngc sup-
porters in the rail industry
believe that the Rail Broad
Left should base itself upon
those railworkers who are
ready and willing (o struggle.
Its role zhould be 1o centralise
those  struggles. This will
break down the isolation and
give those involved a sense of

branch

their own  strength. And it
would publiciss more broadly
the izsues to others within the
industry.

This should go hand in
band with organization within
the machitery of the umomn,
The re-cail of the union's An-
nual General Meeting (AGM)
and the Grades Conferences
could provide g forum to deal
with flexible rostering and all
the other issues involved, The
forthcoming Rules Revision
AGM will be vilal for the
Broad Left o put forward
alternative policics and struc-
tural changes to democralise
the union, giving the rank and
file greater say. Mos! impor-
tantly, it should organise
around those policies
amongst thé ranks,

Sidney Weighell and the
right wing leadership not only
have the machinery of the
union &t their dispesal, but
they have the Tary press, the
bosses and the government
singing their praises.

But we gre not dizarmed.
We have a set of alternative
policies and the strength of
the rank and file; & broad left
is doomed to failure i it tries
to deul with the union leader-
ship by manoeuvre  and
resolulions alone — withou:
putting the orgamsation of
the ranks at its centre.

IF thers is any lesson which
the present leadership of the
Broad Left should learn, it's
that afailure torespond {o the
necds of the ranks will lead ta
nothing but ils marginalisa-
Lon,

RAILWORKERS: AL
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ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY

The final split from Moscow

By Phil Hearse

WHEN GENERAL JARUZELSKI's troops went
into action against the Polish workers on 13
December most of the European communist
parties hesitated to make a judgemeant. In par-
ticular, the British Communist Party waited for
several days before making its first hesitant
criticisms, while the French Communist Party,
almost by instinct, pronounced Jaruzelski's
move ‘positive overall’. No such hesitations oc-
curred howaver in the Italian Communiist Party
{(PCl) which boldly condemned the military’s

movea from the start.

According  to  the
PCI’s general secretary
Enrico Berlinguer, Poland
showed that the whole
historical  process of
socialist  advance  which
began with the October
revolution ‘has reached a

dead end’. He concluded
that the process of
‘socialist  renewal’ in

Eastern Europe was now
impossible.

The response of the
PCI to Polish events was
without doubt the most ex-
treme criticism of the
Soviet bloc made so far.
For over a decade the PCI
has been in sharp conflict
with the Soviet leadership
over its internal policy and
its international oricnta-
tion.

Worse

The response of the
Soviel Umon has been im-

mediate: and  uncom-
promising. A long
editorial in Pravda

amounts, in effect, to an
‘excommunication” of the
PCI, in the same sivle as
previous denunciations of
the Yugoslav CP in the late
‘fortieczs and the Chinese
CP in 1963. According (o
Pravda, the atlitude of the
PCI reveals “tenets of op-
portunism and revi-
siomism’®, It ‘denigrates the
achievements of the Soviet
peaple and party by speak-
ing of a crisis of the Soviet
political system”,

Faor Pravda, to speak
of a crisis of the Soviet
political svstem is 10
‘openly come out against
world =ocialism’ and is
‘against the interests of the
Italian working class’. In
turn the PCI rephes that
‘there 15 no Vatican of the
world commumst move-
ment which can excom-
municate us’,

 Speculation that this is
indeed the parting of the
ways between the PCI and
the Kremlin has excited in-
lense interest among the
ideclogues of the Buro-
pean bourgeoisies. Their
conclusion is - almost
unanimous: the PCI has
assed an historical test —
it should now be allowed
Into government.

According to  the
Fingncial Times since the

licy of the PCI is rather
ess radical than that of the
present French govern-
ment or the British Labour
left, there is absolutely no
reason to now keep it out
— provided its links with
Moscow are definitively
broken,

In fact, the major oh-
jections of the American
and European politicians
to PCI1 parlicipatron 1n
government, whach
prevented any consumma-
tion of the PCI's project

for an ‘historic com-
promise” (ie a PCL
Christian Demogcrat

government) has always
been that you cannot rely
on anyone who is linked to
Moscow, no matter what,

Unity

it has never been that
the PCI's programme 15
oo radical. Despite the
fact that the PCI has pro-
nounced in favour of stay-
ing in NATO, the United
States in particular has
always  objected  that
rhetorig is one thing, but
fundamental political
lovalties are another,

The PCI's contlict with
Moscow i not just a for-
mality,
decisive imporiance for
the labour movement in
the whole of Western
Europe. 1L marks a crucial
stage of the evolution of

but an event of’

the PCI away from
Stalinism towards becom-
ing a social democratic
party of the traditionzl
type.
Even if the PCI in the
ast has been quite in
avour of participatingina
gm- ernment which manag-
ed capitalism rather than
attacking it, nonetheless
this reflected not just the
PCI’'s own  reformist
orientation but also the
policy of the Soviet
bureaucracy — that of the
not challenging the divi-
sion  of  Europe, of
recognising  that  [Italy
formerly “‘belonged® 1o
world capitalism. The
adherence of the PCI to
bourgenis order in Italy
did not confradict an
allegiance to Moscow,

What happened in Ita-
Iy reflects the conflicting
pressure bearing down on
the Communist Partics in
Western Europe. Duning
the 19205 and 19305 the
degeneration and
buregucratisation of tha:
Russian party: resulted in
the Stalimisation of the
other parties.

The resources of the
Russian state, including its
massive financial and
material resources as well
as the authority of the first

Enrico Belinguer, PCI leader

workers state were used to
overturn leaderships, pro-
mote  the  theory  of
‘sociglism in one country'
and the ijdea that the
defence of socialism was
identical to the defence of
the Soviet Union.

The net result of this
process was thé creation of
partics — like the British
CP under Dutt and Pollitt,
the French CP under
Thorez, and the PCI under
Togliatti  which placed
adherence to the line of the
Soviet Union, in effect
defence of its diplomatic
interest, abowve the in-
terests of the international
and national class strug-
gle.

Record

This was starkly reveal-
ed not only in the way in
which the CPs were used
to promote the struggle
against  Trotskyism and
the defence of the Moscow
trials, but also in the way
in  which the CPs
unanimously defended the
Hitler-5talin pact in 1939
— with disastrous conse-
gquences for  themselves.,
Mumerous other examples
could be given.

What  happened 1o

Guardian of Stalinist orthodoxy

By Paul Lawson

MIKHAIL SUSLOV,
who died last Mon-
day at the age of 79,
was the Soviet
leadership’s guardian
of Stalinist orthodox-
E. As such, he had

een a key figure in
determining the ma-
jor Soviet policy deci-
sions for a quarter of
a century.,

He was the one person
in the Politburo who per-
mnaﬂ:. embodied the con-
tinuity of policy of the
Soviet burcaucracy, and in
particular  guarded  the
perveried  version of
*Marxism-Leninism'
which has alienated
penerations of East Euro-
pean youth from Marx-
ism.,

Suslov’s personal
history is testimony to the
criminal history of the
bureaucracy. In the 1930s
he was a member of the
parly"s control - commis-
sion  which helped to
prepare some  of  the
purges. In the war he was
in charge of NKYD troops
who carried out the depor-
tations. of whole na-
tionalities Caucasians
and Lithuanians.

In the late 19405 he was
in charge of the campaign
against Tita in the Contin-
form, when official Saviet
idcuh:gy characterised the
Yugoslavs as *Tito-
Trolskysisis®  (see  1he
British Communist Party
publication ‘From Trotsky
to . Tite” . by James
Klugman).

sionism’

He opposed all
Kruschov's moves towards
cultural ‘liberalisation’
and *de-Stalinisation’, and
played a key role in
Kruschov's removal.
Deeply implicated in the

decisions to invade
Hungary and
Crechoslovakia, sure
enough Mikhail Suslov

furncd up in Warsaw in
1981, to urge ‘orthodoxy’
{ic repression) onm  the
Polish communisis.

More than anyone else,
Suslov  represented  rhe
self- conscrousness of the
Sovicl  bureaucracy. He
had a reputation for being
‘hostile 10 the West® as
well as not loleraling ‘revi-
This cvombina-
tion |:1E:3tl:, represents the

zelf-interest of the
bureaucracy, resting on
the social relations of a
non-capitalist  state  but
fearing all forms of in-
dependent and  critical
thought.

The Soviet version of
Marxism, encapsulated in
the ‘manuals’ like ‘Fun-
damentals of Marxism-
Leninism” which have
been used to train genera-
lions of young com-
munisis all over the world,
has done the greatest harm
10 the ability of Marxists
10 counter bourgeois and
pelly bourgeois ideologies,

It has cnabled all the
ideologues of capitalism to
present Marsism @5 2 non-
eritical and dead religious
ideology., While the com-
munist parties in the West

change this? For parties
like the PCI -and the
French CP, the years after
the second world war plac-
ed them under another
prassure, These mass par-
ties gradually implanted
themselves in the local and
national apparatus of the
state. In ltaly, not only
docs the party have a huge
national and local full-
lime apparatus of ils own
— party Organisers, jour-
nalists etc. — but hun-
dreds of parliamentary
deputies, local mavors,
councillors and so forth, A
huge bureaucracy has been
created with its own in-
dependent interests

can now allow the luxury
of their voung intellectuals
playing fast and loose with
all sorts of theorists (above
all Gramsci), no such lux-
ury is available 1o ' the
Soviel parly. Once critical
thought 5° in, then

separate and apart from
Moscow,

Mo doubt, financial aid
from Moscow continued
until recently, but the PCI
15 not fundamentally
dependent ‘on that. The
immense pressure on the

PCI has Dbeen towards
showing the Italian
bourgenisie that it 1s

capable of manag.mg, or
participating  in the
management of the state,
In other words, the long-
term inlerests of the party
burcaucracy are caught
between Moscow and its
own bourgeoisie — and it
has increasingly chosen the

Suslov together with Brezhnev

gcritical  action invariably
Tollows.

Soviel Marxism-
Leninism is anti-Marxist in
the more  fundamental
sense: 10 assumes  that
Marxism is a finished body
of knowledge to be learned

- =l

latter,
What distinguishes =
Stalimist from a social

democratic party? So long
as there is no difference at
the level of policy, so long
as the Stalinists are com-
mitted 1o managing the
capitalist state apparatus
rather than overthrowing
it, there iz only difference
of a crucial character —
the link with Moscow, the
subordination of no mat-
ter how partial or vestigial
to the interests- of the
Soviet state. If thePCl has
made its final break with
Moscow, the road 1o full
social-democratisation is
now open.

by rote. Tt is literally a
police ideology. It is not
the least of Suslov’s crimes
against the international
wirking «¢lass that he
relentlessly  guarded this
ideclogy  against  every
l:hre.at

il i
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Wales

BANGOR: Sal 1012 town cenlie.
CARDIFF: every Sai in Bule Town
103087, Aldso mvnflnhle 1-0-8 Boaks,
Salishury Road.

NEWPORT: gvery 5ai in town cenlre
H-12.30
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LIVERPOOL: 5C on sale from Mess
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BIRMINGHAM: Cther Qonishap,
137 Digbeth, Birmingharn.
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108 Church Street, Walverton,
EIITFUHB: EOA Books, 34 Cowley
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What's Left

RATES for What's Left. Bp per
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onage, Lit-

WHY  Selidarity Failed, Public
Meting of the Communast Workers
Dirgnadsation. Fri 5 Feh T.30pm, km
3% Hrizion Town Hall. Lsmbeth
Town Hall {Briviom cube),

NAC/LARC Trade Union Ciies
Fublic Mesting on FYHES renrietons
on Ahortlom righes. Defend the doc-
romal Srog 1he prosscutions., Conway
Elall, Red Lion Square, 7pm. Fri 22
Feb. Speakers invited include Terry
Marsiand, Jady Mallaher

LABOUR  Commbnes en Irclund
Ciisemission an southern Ireland cle-
tioar. Thars 25 Feb 7.30pm; Briton's
Protection pab, G, Brlgewnter 81
Manchestor - 1. Openoo sl LP
imemibers,

SC Events

EMERGENCY fraction for Socialis
Chadlenge sapporiers 18 discuss the
situalian regarding the prosecution of
dumars far giving abortions an son
medical grounds. Friday 8 Feh, e
tional ¢ente, All London hranehes o
il & representative

SCHOOL on waman's Soprossion
and the fight 10 bulkd & worme s
movemant, . Sponsared by
Sacialist Thallenge and Rewclu
tigm Youth. March 13th/14ch 1353
County  Hall, Wateslaa. 5SE1,
Cracha  provided.  Opan  to
Spv:ihli!t Chalienge supporiers,
ka. £3 1o¢ saily and sahool;

rite Lo Judith Arkwright, PO
Box B0 Londan N1

Where you canbuy
SocialistChallenge

MANCHESTER 5C sald | 1-1pm Sat
mt OLOHAM sutside the Yorkshice
Bank, High 5t; at BURY in thie shop
mag precingt and zi Metro Boaks: ar
BOLTOM in the town centres nnd in
MANCHESTER ourside 1he central
reference Hhenry in 51 Peter's Square
ond e Grasirools and Peravals
Backshop. Tel: (61-236 4905 fus fur
ther info.

NEWCASTLE: 5T on wis every San
1l-1pen. ouvtsde  Ferwicks,  Alss
avaiiable al Duys of Hope bookshap,
Wenigale Rd. Fvery Friday outside
Simwonstle Linlversiny between -2 and
onzside Mewcastle Polyiechaic bet
ween 120 every Monaday,
OLDHAM; 50 wold every Sacurdny
outiade Yorkshive Bunk, High Sreeer.
For medee infarmation ahou lacal ac-
Livities. Tel, 081582 151
GUFORD: 5C sodd Fri 12-2pm oul
side: Kings  Arma aisl every Ral
10501 2 s s Cormmarkes
SHEFFIELD: 5C on wale Thursday,
Fond 8, d30-Eam: Saraeday,
Fargute 10, %-12 3

ETAFFORD: 5C on Szle Market Sq
Sar usch-time,

STOCKPORT: 80 soud every Satug-
day, Ipm, Mersey Way, Cun be
delivered weckiv: phone 483 2005
tevening), 236 4905 (day).
EWINDON; 5C on nale 1.1 EVERY
Sut, Regent 50 (Hrunel Cenre).
TEESSFIDE: 5C an anle Sa1 lunchtime
i the. Clevelnsd Centre, and in
Newsfare, Lintborpe  Roud, Mid-
dlesbrough, and ousside Woolworths
on Stockton High Stres:,
WOLVERHAMPTON: 5C wales on
Ihue/Fri ar Poly Saedents - Undon
Troan noon-dpm ard  British Radl
4.30-fipm; and Saturday nesr Bent-
ties, rown centre [rous | lam. 2pm
YORK: on tale svery Thursdny, dole
office. Clilford  Streer, 93013
Liniversidy Vanburgh Callege 17-2:
Sarday ot Coney Steect [1-1,

London

BRENT: 5C sofd Willesden Junction
Thus 4. 30pm.

EALING: =C sold  Thur, Faling
Brandway ok, 4.30-% 30mm
EMFIELD: 5C 21 Melyons newsagents,
Landon Bd, Enficld Town,
HACKMEY, 30 on sale oo oulale
throughou!  Hackney, al  public
meetings. und loenl foctories, Con-
s edo PO Bax 36, 136 Kingziand
High 5t, London E& 2NF or phope
Miegas or Joho af 359 5200,
HILLINGDOMN:  5C  scld  Fri,
A.30-5.30 ar LIthr;.d;'e tirhe stakion;
Ear 1031 200 mnside Wealwarths,
Lizhridge shopairg centre.
ISLINGTON: 5C salcs gvery Wed,
5.30=5. 30pm at Highbury tube; every
Eri B, 15¥um ‘ar Highbary tohe nna
Holioway Rosd ube

KILBLIRN: 5C snley every San, 10am
s Kilbisn Square, and Thursday
B.30dm at Quesnd Park tube,
LAMBETH: =C -availabic
Wiklage Bocks, Streathaan: Tethric
Baoks, Clapham;. Paperhnck Cenrre,
Berierom: Ownl robe kinsk . Al sald
'I'_hl_r and Fri evemidigs and Thar mar-
RILES Hstsice Brixbon fube.
MEWHAM. 5C sold Sal 1lam o
i, Gueen's Bad Mio, Upton Pork
PADDINGTON: SC solid m- Por-
robelia Rd marker Sar a1 noon
WEMBLEY: 5C sales Fri 6.4%m at
Morth Wembley BR Stalicn

EEEHT

LIVERPODL: Mews Trom anllr;r_
L0 Whitechapel, Tiverpoal L]

LONDON: Conural Books, 37 Grays
[nz: Rz iEnlletts, Charlsg Croas R,
W Paperhack Boaky Brivian and
Charloare 51 Kilbiarn - Bookshop,
Kilburs High  Road, - NW6. The
Dok piace, FPeckham High 5t, SE15;
Books - Flus, - Lewisham;  Balham
Foud Co-wp; Housmans, % Caleda-
minn R, Mi: Compendinm, Camsden
Towm N Orwl, Keatish  Town;
"u.-w Dea Seven Sisters B, N4
The Uther Bookshop, 328 Lipper S5,
Pl HBookemasks, Beven Sisters Rd,
Ma; Centerprise, 128 Kingsinnd High
i, B&: ﬁ:ll' 5, DM Page One,
E15: The Oabicr Baokshop, 338 Un-
per S8, M1 Reading Matlers, Wind
Cremn eal 1o Sadinshury®s

YORK: Community Beaks, Waim-
pue.

Fhalfinld CKD/latin  Americs
Sulidarity Prant public meeting “Cen-
tral Amesics, . Poice or Holomaa™
Speakerst lon Snow  fowrnalistl
FMLM/FDRE Bl Halvudor) represen-
tative, Richard . Cahore (Fora MPY
Thussday 11 February 7 3000 alEW
Hinase, Furnival Gare,

POSTERS. Lheap, good -and [aa
Uirder [t The Other Printshog,
U] -236-490 1,

DEMOCRACY for the rich — repres-
sham for the poae, Rally in defence of
democratic  rights.  Orgagised by
Fight - Kavm!  Fighd  [mperialism:
7. 30pm Fri & Feb. Conany Hall, fed
Linn Bq. Speakers: Provisional Sian
Feln (Aritmin), Alistair Logan (FRFD
Been Hill brother of brish political
prizansr o Butao. Adme, 5Tp an
Goor; 509 in advance, enemployed

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE RALLy
FORINTERNATIONAL WOMENS

DAY

Feeday, 12 March 1882, Cnmeen
Cantre o Buston Anad. Dasrs
opan B.30; Moaring starts 7.30pm.
Inelemn spaakers inGluda
Speakars from the Fourth Intar
national; Mary Yinns United
Mingwarkars of Amerien,
Focialist Waorkers Prery: Spaaker
from Nioareguan women's rmove.
ment: Boakathids and Sisploys on
ahaw. Light refreshmaenis, En-
trance L1, 500 unwaged,

RAIL . FHACTION:
I efiigais
LT
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s of the

Fourth International

THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL is launching
two new English language journals — /nterna-
tional Viewpoint and [nternational Marxist
Review.

fnte:rnﬂﬁana! Viewpaint, the first issue of
which is already in print, is a fortnightly news
service produced in Paris. The first issue in-
cludes articles by Ernest Mandel on the Polish
economic crisis, John Ross on the failure of
Thatcherism, Sergio Rodriguez on Central
America and Daniel Bensaid on Franca. Its aim
is to provide the workers movement with more
in-depth coverage of world events that is
possible in the framework of a weekly paper.

Starting regular publication on 22 Februar,
International Viewppoint will be an indispen-
sable guide to world politics for militants in the
revolutionary movement. We appeal to all sup-
porters o the Fourth International in Britain to
subscirbe to and support this journal.

International Marxist Review will be the
English-language version of Quatriéme Inter-
nationale the theoretical journal of the Fourth
International, which appears three times a

bt
,

Celebrating
International
Women's Day

8 MARCH 1982 is the 71st International Women's
first
celebrated in 1913 to commemaorate the anniversary
! St New York textile workers. This year
Sacialist Challenge and Revolution Youth supporters
are hoping to celebrate this evant with an Interna-

Day. International Women's Day was

of a strike

tional rally.

Women workers from different countries will

year and contains longer theoretical articles
from leaders and militants of the Fourth In-
ternational.

The first issue of International Marxist
Review contains articles on Poland and the
bureaucracy by Ernest Mandel, the French

e POy Ir
OCl by Daniel Bensaid, Soviet influence and LENTRA] &,

neocolonialism in Africa by Claude Gabriel,
as well as articles on France. the Fourth Inter-
national and a major editorial on problems of
the Central American ravolution. [nterna-
tional Marxist Review will make available in
English many of the theoretical writings from
Fourth International leaders which are at pr-
sent only availabla in French.

To subscribe to Internstions! VViewpoint;
Make out bank or postal cheque to ‘PEC’ (F16
for 25 issues surface mail, £18 airmail) and
send to International Viewpoint, 2 rue
Richard Lenoir, 33108 Montrauil, France. Nor-
th American readers send 231 (surface mail)
or $39 (air mail).

To subscribe to International Marxist
Review send £4.50 {$11) to IMR, PO Box B0,
London N1 2XP.

CE: 3 NETe—
LS Uy 7
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come along to share their experiences in struggle
with us. Mary Vinns, a woman miner from the
Unitad States will talk about the situation of women
and the fight for positive action there. Women have
been invited from different sections of the Fl. it pro-

mises to be a memorable event.

Socialist Challenge and Revolution supporters
will also be invited to attend a school on women's
opprassion and the women's movement to prepare
us for the battles ahead and the fight for women's
liberation by looking at historical and contemporary

experiences.

It promises to be a good weekend. The school is
on 12/13 March at County Hall, Waterloo. Open to 5C
supporters. Tickets for rally and school: sand E3ta J.

Arkwright, PO BEox 50, London N1 2XP.

Boost our Polish
coverage!

AMNOTHER boost for the Polish Fighting Fund
launched by Socialist Challenge after the
military clampdown — from readers in Wand-
sworth £100 to swell the fund to £820. Only
another £180 needed to reach our target of
£1000.

We launched the fund so that Socialist
Challenge could bring you the best coverage
and action on Poland on the left. We think
that's what we've done.

Our coverage 15 exten-
sive and detailed. We have
covered all the events in

and as now Nt its secand
printing.
On the ground it has

Sweiglist Challenge, . . February 1382 page.12.

Poland, not giving an inch
to the lies of the
bureancracy  thar  the
resistance has been smash-
r:dl. The events in Gdansk
this weekend have proved
us right. Our. pamphier.
Solidarity with Solidar-
nase has sold 2,000 copics

been Socialist Challenge
supporters that have led
the way on the lefi in
building an independent
workers  campaign i
solidarity with Solidarity,

Our  supporters
Olasgow and Manchester
have taken the message

QOur thanks this week to:

Hodges

Dunns

Brent

Blanc White
Outer West London

onta the factory floors and
now the Solidarnosc tour
15 coming m Brimingham.

And of course Socialist Preston
Challenge has  hit  the Leeds
hypocrites. of  the White Islington
E':”‘S'-' " “é“" " E’;."";"i“g Wandsworth
treet hard, highhghtin . . .
e el (Polish Fighting Fund)
backing for the blood- Camden
soaked regimes of El Reading

Sheffield
Brighton
Birmingham
Cardiff
Bristol
Anon,

Salvador and Guatemala.
That's why vou need a
socialist press, a tribune
for the independent work-
ing class point of view
winch owes no favours to
Keagan and Thatcher or
the Kremlin bureaucrals.
Contribute today 1o
our Polish Fighting Fund!
Keep the regular contribu-
tions that are this paper’s
life-blood coming in.

Total this week
Previous total
Grand total

S8 38388888

subBassgs Bouisg.B

P =
—r
&

&
238 88888838

g
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Women's Rig]

Rape is castration or long prison terms the answer?

By Yvonne Taylor

‘CASTRATE THEM' is a common reply of those
questioned about what to do with rapists.
MORI poll interviewers found this frequently

volunteered in their recent poll for the Sunday
Times,

They also found that 85 per cent of the
population wanted rapists executed or sent to

prison for at least seven years.

But will rape or other forms of viclence

against women be solved in this way?

Cwver the past few days
the national press has led
the attack on the police
and judiciary, giving un-
precedented  publicity 1o
rape cases which would
have  gone  virtually
unmentioned a few weeks
earlier.

The outcry has sent
heads rolling in high places
— with the resignation of
Micholas Fairbairn, the
Scottish Solicitor General,
over the Glasgow alfair

and the police have been
mr{J on the knuckles
after the televising of the
episade of Police dealing
with a rape complaint.

But after the dust has
seifled — when the
spotlight has moved on,
it’s time Lo weigh up exact-
Iy  what women will
manage to gain [rom all
the public outrage.

This isn’t the first time
that rape has become such
a major issue.

By Anne Potter, National Abortion Campaign
Steering Committee

A FOURTEEN vear gaol sentence! That's what-

doctors who continue to apply the 1967 Abor-
tion Act — giving them the ability to arrange
abortions on non-medical grounds — face.

Peter Huntingford, a
well known campaigner
and doctor for a woman's
right to choose has to
decide if after 14 vears, he
is going 1o give medical
grounds for abortion on
the Department of Health
and Social Securnty form
where there are none — or
face the threat of prosecu-
tion for performing i]llfr%al
abortion. And the D
claim it has not changed

Defeat Tory

MNearly seven vears ago,
a Law Lord's ruling gave
rise to a similar storm of
public  indignation, In
1575 they declared that ‘an
honest though un-
reasonable beliel® that the
WOman was consenting to
sexual intercourse was a
proper defence to a charge
of rape.

The controversy led to
Labour MP Jack Ashley’s
Sexual Offences (Amend-
ment% Act which modified
the effect of this ruling.

In 1977, only two years
later, a Guardsman who
had been convicted of rape
was released so that his
career should not be
damaged and rape became
a suject of public debate
OMCE more.

. Then, as now, the solu-
tion was seen 1o lic in stif-
fer penalties. Jack Ashley

seek abortions for social
reasons, il threatens
disaster.

Many doctors now will
refuse to  give women
abortions for non-medical
reasons for fear of pro-
secutions. As Perer Hun-

tingford said, *If this pro- .

secution poes ahead, |
would regard it as the pro-
secution of eighty per cent
of women who have had
legal abortions under the

the law!

Peatar Hun tin, gfard

This is a serious situa-
tion for doctors like Peter
Huntingford but for the 80
per cent of women who

1967 act.’
The DHSS,

under
pressure from the anti-
abortionists, is attempting
to intimidate doctors into

called for a statutory
minimum sentence of five
vears,

Today, despite all the
anger at the way the courts
have dealt with rape cases,
in the past, it 15 still possi-
ble for & woman 1o be ac-
cused of ‘contributary
negligence’ by a judee and
for a brutal attack to be
written off because it's
easier not o bring the
rapists 1o court,

Perhaps the most
significant  ‘staristics’ to
emerge from the MORI
poll is that 33 per cent of
those questioned believe
that women are themselves
at least partly to-blame if
raped. .
Rape continues o be
an ever present threat to
women's lives — one
which narrowly limits rtheir

severely restricting prac-
tices. It is chopping away
at the most imporant part
of the *67 act without dar-
ing to debate it in parlia-
ment.

But if -the DHSS
thought it could sneak this
through withoutr people
fighting back then it is
grossly mistaken.

Al a large meeting at
the House of Commons
last week MPs, trade
unionists and pro-choice
organisations came
together for a council of

independence of action
and of spiril.

Public debate is once
more centred around what
to do with the rapists who
are - actually convicted,
Because many  cases of
rape are never reported
and the police pursues few
complaints as far as the
courts were the conviction
rate is low this is & very
small proportion. Yet fow
people  seem  concerned
with how the rape threat
can be removed.

Choice

Thiz won't happen by
lining up with the ‘hang
em and flog em' brigade
who are among the most
reactionary elements of
our sociely.

Joining the campaign

ttacks on
tion rights

war and worked out a local
and national campaign to
support the threatened
doctors and to withdraw
the new form. There has Lo
be immediate action to
stop the Director of Public
Prosecutions bringing
these charges.

Tuesday 9 Feburary
has been chosen as the day
of action. There is a lobby
of parliament and a
demonstration in London
on that day. There will be
local actions in all the ma-

jor towns — Birmingham,
radford, Brighton,
Bristal, Cambridge,

Abortion — a reality in
every woman's life

By Nina Scortt

LYING on s hard couch under
harsh lights in a shabby cubi-
cle for what seems like hours.
Officious footsteps pass the
door — is it my turn? Hanging
on the very edge of a cliff.
waiting far a doctor’s pro-
nouncement that could com-
pletely change one’s life.

Dramaric? Exaggerared? Far from iI.
This is the crunch momen! for gny woman
seeking an abortion.

Whatever she plans for her iife can be
completely swepl away in a matter of
mimles, However armed she & with
knowledpe, however pood g case she con
present fand where is she trained for such
court-room tactics?), the doctor’s decision.
iz final.

The reality of A Woman's Right 1o
Choose" nowadays, is thar any rights a
wortgn cver had under the 1967 Aboriion
Act are prapressively being chipped away
wnlil eventually the fow will be furned
.IJ;E'E!IHM' WHMen,

Attitudes have nol changed much
either — any waman becoriing aveielenfal-
Iy pregnant is guiity and must net get off
fightfy, That's right — blame s women
Joryourilack of serious research into safe,
effective contracepiion!

S0 what is happening? Some G Fs use
delaving tactics in the hope you il change
your mind Cvou'd better have gnother
fesi s "take these pills and if vou don 't have
¢ period come bock in a week T “think
about it for a week').

U gise, the referral letter does not pre-
ser! g pond case to the corsulitani: gnd in
SOMME Cases, women are referred to g con
stltant who will refuse,

Orhers refuse outright, and do not
proend onl that vou have g right ro be refor-
red to another, svmpathetic GP, Some
CiPs simply chase women our af their
surgery showting “murderer!  Yes, i does
sl happen).

In the hospirals, waiting fisis for our-
patien! appointments are getting longer
JSrom two weeks, if you're lucky, ro nine or
mare, if you're not, The consultant may
use delaying tactics, or refuse — then its
back to the GF sgain.

If you ‘succeed’ there's o delay of
weeks for gdmission, What the staff will
be like fs anvhaody's puess,

The alternatives, day care clinics, exist
anly in some areus and are threatened by
cui-backs. They are run by the NHS and
pravide o gquick referral, and early abor-
tion service That ix sympathetic. The chari-
ey clinics are alsa guick, efficient and sym-
pathetic, but they cost over £700,

The futest movey by the Deparrment of
Health and Social Securiry ta prevent doc-
fors fraer performing abortions for social
regions and the pressure being pul on in-
dividhual doctors will resulr in desperate
wennen who  will resorl {0 desperate
FRETFLIES,

Buck-street gbortion is a reality. So are
the many women who died of sepsis, in
zrep! pain and alone, through fear of pro-
Leculion,

If the Act, or irs interpretation is
changed, then not even the charities can
help.

<

St o f

Time to start organising mass activities again

for higher
sentences, capital

prison
unish-
ment and physically tor-
ture — e castration —

would on  one hand
strengthen the repressive
rights of the state and on
the other cut across all the
most  humanitarian  in-
stincts of recent years
regarding the treatment of
those who are oulside the
Liaw!.'

Length of sentences
has never been proven Lo
be a deterrent,

Indeed, the call for
castration  indicated a
belief in the myth that rape
iz sexual desire that's got
oul of control. It's nothing
of the sorl,

Rape is a form of
assault on 2 persen who is
designated as a wvictim,
without choice, without
rights.

Leeds, Cardiff, Liverpool,
Manchester, MNorwich as
well as in Scotland.

Trade umonists and
Labour riy  members
should discuss rhis jzzue
and demand that the TUC
and the Labour Party na-
tionally take action. Cor-
rie's bill to restrict abor-
tion was only stopped by
the strength of the labour
movement. We have toen-
sure that on this even more
serions threat to women’s

rights, the labour move-
ment fights and fights

quicklv.

As long as women a1
perceived in this way, rap
will continue.

For example, some o
the strongest advocates ©
the most extreme penaltic
are often men who seem t
want rapists punished, nc
so much for the damag
they inflict on women, 2
for the injury they do t
other men by soiling the
‘property”.

The male code <«
honour (which  mear
defending your ow
woman but seeing all othe
females — particular]
those who are nobody
property — as fair tg.amg
has never been fin
knocked on the head.

Those who argue fi
harsh punishment at tf
same time say that wome
have to follow certain a
ceptable  patterns ¢
behaviour to deserve i
protection of the law.

Horror

During the Yorkshi
Ripper scare, for instanc
the press were oulrage
when the murderer turne
his attention from prs
stitutes. (fair game) 1
‘respectable’ (whig
means ‘our’) wamen,

Few people would a:
vocate that the law shoul
recognise rape within ma
nag; and many would st
find it hard to believe th
the majority of rapes a
committed by men wh
are known to the victim,

And it's easy to s
why. The sexual violem

" hushands or ma
friends or acquaintances
simpiv not viewed with tf
same horror or given th
SEIMC NEme.

It's an accepted hazar
of women's relationshiy
with men and it's whi
happens when women al
‘not careful anough’, ‘giv
the wrong impression’ ¢
‘lead men on'.

Power

There is no single, sin
ple solution to the crime ¢
rape.
The roots of sexw
violence go deep. They ai
buried in the social cond
tioning  which distort a
human relationships, pa
ricularly those betwee
women and men, whe
vinlence is used — an
tolerated — a means
confirming power ow
others.,

It is necessary 1o can
paign for the rights of tt
victims, to publicly fun
WOIMEen-rumn rape crisls cel
ires, to protect the victim
needs in court and to &
sure full phvsical and mes
tal support is given to th
victim  following hi
ardeal,

It iz alzo necessary |

_ take up facilities such :

street hghting and la
mght bus services [
women who work at nigh

A vital part of ar
movement agamst I3
will be for women to
seen as independent

le in their own righ
ighting for their right
fighting against their io
Age 45 PAsSIVE reciplents
male sexual needs

This task is not simp
the task of women but :
those who ally themselv
with women.

Defending a woman
right to choose on aba
tion against the Torie
maoves. to restrict the 19
Abortion Act will be :
imporiani parl of th
struggle

3 ;oclnli;_{.shq{lmga. 4 Fabn_._lqr_v,.m page i



Against the bureaucracy,
the programme of

political revolution

By Ernest Mandel, leading member of the Fourth International.

FROM the workers’ revolt in
East Germany in June 1853,
through to the Hungarian revo-
lution of October/ November
1856, to the Praguse Spring in
1968, up to the rise of the Polish
workers in 1980/81, the Fourth
International has consistently
been on the side of the East
European proletariat in  jts
revolutionary anti-bureauy-
cractic struggle.

We adopted the same attitude to
the workers® struggles in the Peoples
Republic of China during the
‘cultural revolution’. For although
these did not take a revolutionary
direction, thev did add up to an acute
social and political challenge to the
bureaucracy.

This approach stems from strateic
considerations. We reject all concep
tions which reduce the political strug-

les on a world scale to the opposition

Ween two camps O bebwesn two
military alliances, in which the class
struggle is & minor element or subor-
dinale.

There are two camps in the world,
But they are the camps of the working
class and the bourgeoisie. Between
these the bureaucracy which has
usurped power in the Soviet Union
wavers with very little autonomy,
When it attacks imperialism — and
somelimes does that  to defend its
own  power and privileges — it
strengthens the international working
class, whether it wants to or not,
When it altacks the working class, as
it has just done in Poland, il rein-
forces the international bourgenisie,

Solidarity  with the anti-
burcaucratic struggles of the workers
of Eastern Europe, Soviet Union and
China also flows from practical con-
siderations. The class struggle has
been an international one for a long
time. Imperialism and the interna
tional bourgeoisic have fundamental
objectives which they relentlessly and
intefligently pursue on a world scale,

Ta paraphrase Karl Marx, unless
the working class counterposes the
foreign policy of the bourgeoisie with
ils own internationalist policy it will
go down to endless defeats, And there
is no other material basis for an inter-
national policy for the proletariat
other than active international
solidarity based on common interssts.

The Fourth TImternational’s sup-
port  for these anti-burcaucratic
workers® strugeles in the countries of
Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union and
China is based on a precise under-
sianding of the immediate and
historic goals that these strugeles aim
to achieve,

Conlrary to the propagands of
both the bureavcracy and the
bourgenisie there is no socialist coun-
try anywhere in the world, that is, in
the sense that Marx and Lenin gave to
the word *socialism’ — a society wirth
no classes. All the countries common-
ly referred to as socialist, are, in fact,
in transition between capitalism and
socialism, a transition which the
bureaucratic diclatorship has frozen
midway between one and the other.

The massive workers' revolt
against a government calling itself
‘socialist’ ::Eza.rly shows the bankrupt-
ey of that government. But it is not

cialist Challange 4 February 1982 page §

the failure of socialism or Marxizm,
It's  the  bankruptey: of the
bureaueratic usurping of power in this
post-capitalist society which is reveal-
ed.

The goals of the anti-bureaucratic
political revolution which the Fourth
Internarional had outlined in =
theoretical analysis — in the Tronsi-
tional Frogramme of 1938, in our
resolution on the decline of Stalinism
in 1957, and in theses on Socialist
Demacracy in 1979 — have been fully
confirmed by practical experience.
These are the same goals which were
put  forward by the Hungarian
workers in their 1956 revolution, the
Czechoslovak workers in 1968/9, and
the Polish workers in 1980/81.

IR

Partly leader and premier, Jaruzelski.

Kania — two faces of

These poals revolve around twa
central ideas which are indissalubly

linked: democratically  centralised
workers'  self-management;  tha
means the  management of the

economy by the working class, based
on the values of equality, solidarity
and the self-fulfilment of the human
personality of every woman and every
man.

Such an economy is one where the
workers themselves determine the
production and consumption
priorities and the oreanisation of the
work. It is different to burcaucratic
centralism as it is to the rule of the
market, which both subordinate the
workers to exterior and  uncon-
trollable forces,

Authentic  socialist  democracy
with the ending of the total monopoly
of power by a single party, a par-
ty/stale or a ‘Front’/State. This
would  invelve mich  greater
democratic freedoms for the working
masses, in other words, freedom of
the press, of association, of the right
o demonstrate and  strike; in-

dependence of the unions from the
state and plurality of political parties,
free access with no censorship 1o all
groups of workers to the printing
presses, the radio and television: free
access 1o all sources of culture,
knowledge and information.

These two principles featured in
the revolutionary Marxist classic,
State and Revolution by Lenin, They
are central to the construction of a
socialist society, the progressive tak-
ing of control over all aspects of
economic and political life by society,
and thus the gradual withering away
of the state.

There is no better indicator of the
progress towards socialism than this
withering away — the transfer of real

wilh former party chisf,
the same privileged bureaucracy

power to the mass of the people,
There is no better indicator of the
check on the building of socialism
than the long termi reinforcement of
the state, which is and always will be
the sum of the apparatuses, the men
and women who exercise the func-
tions from which society as a whale is
excluded.

These two ideas culminate in one
and the same conclusion: all power ta
the workers' councils and the
democratically centralised popular
councils. For the importance of the
workers” and popular councils is that
while they are organs of the state, ex-
ercising repressive functions over the
imperialism and the class enemy, they
also reflect the progressive withering
away of the state, pradually fusing
with the mass of the population in the
exercise of governmental powers.

If this process of fusion is real,
and it cannol be so without self-
man nt, socialist democracy,
and the plurality of parties — then
and only then, is the construction of a
socialist classless society genuinely

put into motion,

Thar’s the socialism that we want,
That's the socialism that the workers
in the Prague Spring and the workers
in Solidarnosc had started to conceive
and build,

But let us never forget that the crisis
we have been living through
since 1914 is a world crisis. At the
historic level, the crimes of im-
perialism, the disastrous conse-
quences of the survival of capitalism
are even graver than the crimes and
disastrons  conscquences of the
burcaucratic dictatorships.

Today, there are thirly million
unemploved in the imperialist coun-
tries alone. There are undoubtedly
mote than 100 million people caught
in the ghetto of poverty anE degrada-
tion and in the so-cailed Third Warld
there are some thirty million children
each year who die of hunger. Must we
recall that torture and atrocities are
institutionalised in more than fifty
counitries?

Reformism long ago abandoned
any altempt 10 suppress the capitalist
regime which is responsibis for these
abominations. It contents itself with
slightly alleviating the worst excesses.
Bat even this goal, which has nothing
to do with the elemeniary imperatives
of solidarity and human liberty, has
broken down lamentably since the
crisis of the system accelerated.

To the joint crizis of capitalism
and the burcaucratic dictatorships, to
the bankruptey of reformism and
Stalinism, the strugeles for the
democratic power of the workers and
world socialist federation, is the only
alternative. The Polish workers, after
those in Portugal and those of May
68 in France, and of the “hot
autumn’ in [taly, have shown that it is
anchored in the reality of the condi-
tion and the capatity of the workers'
slrupgle,

The Polish cvents like those of so
many other countries have also con-
firmed that for this plan, which car.
ries-all the hopes for the future of
humanity to be realised, the spon-
taneity of the workers, as impressive
as it might be, is nof enough. Against
enemies  eager 1o defend their
privileges at all cosrs there needs (o be
an organised and far sighted

vanguard, rooted in the class, prepar-
ing and leading il towards power,
Revolutionary parties must be built,
Lhr:[Fuurth Imternational needs 1o be
built.

lIlH.._.. .

The reprassive aspparatus con-
fronts the workers: their interests
are in fundamental contradiction




Solidarity activists

Solidarity activists Piotr Kozlowski and Marek Garz-
tecki recently spent nearly a week in Sotland,
meeting representatives of the labour movement to
build support for Soliarity. Kozlowski was a senior
steward at the Ursus tractor plant near Warsaw;
Garztecki a journalist with Warsaw Radio and also a

shop steward.

During their visit, Piotr and Marek gave a lengthy
interview to DES TIERNEY and MARTIN METEYARD
for Socialist Challenge. This week we print their
comments on the situation in Poland since the
military crackdown and what they would like to see
workers here doing to help Solidarity.

Do you think Solidarnosc might
have been better able to resist
martial law if it had been more
tightly organised at the expense
of being less democratic?

MG: Thar was a key problem for us,
one we discussed a lot but which was
never really resolved. No doubt
Solidarnosc would, in some ways be
more effective and stronger today if it
had been less open, All information
was available Lo anyone who wanted
it. There was never a guestion of any
secrel talks or secret decisions.

But; on the other hand, the very
principle of Seolidarity, its reason for
existence, was to doaway with secrecy
and the absence of information. The
qguestion really was what was more
important for Solidarnose — its prin-
ciples or short-term cffectiveness, We
were for principles. That was the most
important thing, because an idea can
never be destroved.

The police are so effective. After
all, they hounded Trotsky for 20 years
till they got him. They can penetrate
and destroy any organisation- in the
end, But the idea survives. So [ think
the way we went about it was right.

P T R O R S
How is Solidarnosc fighting back?

MG: Well, most of the information
that we have has appeared in the
media. Bur I should say that we Poles
are underground specialists. We have
a lot of experience in this field. It will
be very difficult for the government
to completely crush Solidarnosc.

Was there much discussion
before the takeover about
organising resistance to such a

mowver

speak: Anidea can
never he destroyed’

before the military operation began.
They confiscated all CB and short-
wave radio sets (which had to be
licensed), all duplicators (also subject
to licensing) and in some cases even
typewriters and film and video equip-
ment.

There is a tolal ban now on taking
photographs in Poland. It carries a
three year jail sentance.

What are you asking the labour
movement hare to do to help
Solidarity?

PK: The first thing we want you to

PK: The problem was that we were
preparing more [or a Russian inva-
sion. 50 the instructions sent out were
hased on a resistance to Hitler in 1939
— destroying lists of inhabitants,
removing stréet names, turning round
dircction signs, and so on.

We did include the possibility of
martial law, but we never expected it
to be so severe, One of Jaruzelski's
first policies was that Peles would
never shoot Poles — and we were
foolish enough to believe him. We
didn’t believe they would crush the
workers by simply killing them. We
pever believed the Polish Army would
act this way. We expected that martial
law would break down, and then the
Russians would come in.

Did you expect more support in
the Army?

MG: Definitely. But the Army itsell
was not used very much. The time it
took to suppress the resistance sug-
gests that they just used the crack
units, moving them round the country
from one city to the next. The main
instruments of the repression was the
paramilitary force, ZOMO, with is
tanks and machine guns. Today the
Poles call them the Gestapo.

What other means did they use to
crush rasistance?

MG: Above all, they struck at the cen-
tres of the movement. Telephone
exchanges were cut off, two hours

ungerstand is that the Solidarity trade
union working group in London s
not acting on its own intuition and
wishes alone. We get bulletins,
messages and instructions smuggled
out from Warsaw, Wroclaw and
Gdansk. What they want from trade
unions in the West is quite clear;

First, they should support our
four diemands: for the freeing of all
internees; the lifling of the state or
war: the return of umion property
confiscared by the junta, the possibili-
ty for Solidarity to continue its ac-
tivities in Poland.

Second, they should break off
relations with the Polish state union,
never consider having relations with
any dummy Solidarity thal may be set
up, and cut their links with other
trade unions which fail to condemn
the deprivation of workers® rights in
Poland.

Third, they should consider refus-
ing to handle imports and exports un-
til our basic demands are met. From
this we exclude medical and food sup-
plies organised on a humanilarian
basis through the Church or in-
dividuals.

Some people would say that you
risk playing into the hands of
Reagan and Thatcher.

MG: Our approach is that we always
try to deal notl with governments but
with trade unions. We don't ask
governments 1o do things for us
because they are not our natural part-

ners. OFf course, people like Reagan
and Thatcher will try Lo use the situa-
tion to their advantage. But these peo-
ple have nothing to do with us, we
don’t even speak Lo them.

Cur approach to anyone who
claims 1o want to help us is always:
what do you think about free trade
unions and workers being Killed?

Our aims are constantly being
distorted by these people. For in-
stance, let me ask Piotr a simple ques-
tion: could you find one worker in
your factory who is in favour of a
return to capitalism?

PK: Mo

MG: Trade unions are working class
organisations, we just don't unders-
tand people who can go on asking
questions like this. Of course we want
democracy butl a union we set up and
we control, not one handed out by the
bureaucrats,

PK: People here must recognise that
we don't judge them by the name of
their party — Conservative, Labour,
even Communist. The question is: do
they oppose the killing of workers, do
they really stand for workers' rights.

That"s the touchstone for us as to
their real intentions. Living in Poland
makes you immune 10 words — only
deeds are important.

‘Finally, iz there anything you'd

like to say about your reception in
Scotland?

MG: It was always the same when we
went to the factories and talked
directly Lo the workers — there were
never any silly questions, they never
questioned our intentions. They knew
who we were and what we stood for.

The problem starts when you're
talking not to workers but to those
who claim to represent them. We feel
somelimes that these are the same
brand of people who used Lo run the
state trade union — the way they talk,
the same kind of attitudes. It iz in-
credibly arrogant when such people
claim to know better then us how well
off we really are. They think they
know best what's good for the
workers which means that really they
despise them.

We were much lese taken aback
than you by the hostile reception from
the convenor at Rolls Royee, Il-
ington. We've met such people when
they've visited Poland. And we know
what goes on. They're whisked round
in limousines to tour factories, the
canteens are restocked with chocolate
and other things we haven’t seen for
years, all at cheap prices — even the
grass is painted green! They never see
the country as it really is.

Such people want to believe that
the workers hold power somewhere in
the world and all they have to do is
close their eyes a little and believe
what they saw was genuine. And of
course the prize for doing so is to be
invited back next year.

It was a real contrast 1o meet a
representative of the Liberation Front
in El Salvador. He immediately
greeted us by saying that we were
fighting for the same things.

It doesn't really matter so0 much
who we are fighting, az for what —
for our freedom. The oppressors have
many faces, they go under many
guises and they bear many names. But
the threat to us as workers is just the
same,
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By Pete Clifford

'Nearly two centuries ago on the site where
this hall stands, workers struggling to build
British trade unions were gunned down in the
infamous Peterloo massacre. Please stand for
a minute’s silence in their memory.’

This was how Piotr
Kozlowski, a leading
Solidarnosc member and
senior steward from the
giant Ursus tractor fac-
tory, began his speech at a
rally in Manchester’s Free
Trade Hall ast week.

The rally. was the
culmination of a torch
light demonstration
arganised by the Greater
Manchester Polish
Solidarity Campaign.
Some 600 rank and file
trade unionists, Labour
Party members and Polish
people wound their way
through the streets of
Manchester o express
their  solidanity ™ with
Solidarnosc.

The banner of Man-
chester Trades Council
was on the march and
there were contingenis
from a number of local
factories — including
Massey Ferguson and
Leurence Scoll  where
Kozlowski had spoken in
his tour of Manchester's
factories.

Particularly impressive
was the number of voung
people on the demonstra-
tion. Placards calling for
*Victory to Solidarnosc!”

were carried and the most
popular chant was the old
umon song ‘Solidarity for
ever’ ending with 2 new
line: ‘And we'll kick
Jaruzelski out, out out!’

The theme of workers'
unity ran through the
speeches of all those on the
platform at the rally. Steve
Longshaw, deputy con-
venor at Laurence Scott,
told how pickets at the fac-
tory had been arrested that
very morning and  how
workers at Scoll bad been
fighting the bureaucrats in
the AUEW, Helikened the
Scott’s strugele to the fight
of the Polish workers
against the bureaucrats
there.

Eva Barker of the
Socialist: Workers  Party
explained that workers
everywhere had - a lot to
learn from Solidarnose;
*The best umion the world
has ever seen’.

Jonathan  Silberman,
secretary  of the Man-
chester Campaign and a
supporter . of  Socialist
Challenge, denounced the
campaign of Reagan and
Thaicher,

These people who
support the  repressive

Hospital workers
back Polish workers

The following letter to be sent to General
Jaruzelski was passed by the Joint Shop
Stawards Commities of reprasantatives of
COHSE, NUPE, AUEW and NALGO at the
Royal Edinburgh Hospital,

Al the December and January mectings of the
Joint Shop Stewards Committes representing
workers at the above hospital, concern was ex-
pressed at the measures taken recently by your
government and military authorities.

In December 1981 a state of martial law was
declared in your country which removed many of
the basic demoeratic rights of workers, farmers,
students and other sections of the Polish people.
Since then we have received news of widespread ar-
rests and imprisonment of many national and local
leaders of Sohdarnose, the independent workers'
trade union, and of similar actions taken against
the organisations of farmers and students.

Along with labour movement organisations in
Britain and internationally, and reflecting the con-
cern of our members, we condemn the measures
taken by vour government and military
authorities, we call on you to:—

1) End the state of martial law.

2) Release those imprisoned since the declaration
of martial law and cease further attacks on
Solidarnose and the independent student unions.
3) Remove army and security personnel from the
railways, mines, dockyards and other industries.
4) Allow the re-opening of the offices of Solidar-
nose, Rural Solidarnose and the student unions.
5) End the suppression of democratic rights
through practical recognition of the right of free
speech, assembly and association and confirm ac-
ceplance of the Gdansk Agreements of 1981 and
others made with the independent unions since
that time.

Your attacks on the genuine organisations of
the Polish working people are being cynically used
by people like Thatcher and Reagan o make them
appear concerned with democratic. and trade
union rights, masking their support for regimes
sueh as that in El Salvador which rules through
armed terror. We urge you not to continue in your
present course and to recognise the rights and
demands of vour people.
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to Solidar

e

re%ime in Turkey." hesaid,
‘who send military person-
nel” o back. up the
murderers in El Salvador,
who back the' South
African Invasion af
Angola and who lock up
trade uniomsts in- their
owncountry are no friends
of the Polish workers,

‘Gni;.f the international
workers® movement can

ive real support for the

olish workers — that’s
why our campaign is solid-
E}:i labour movement bas-
ed.

Fiotr Kozlowski
himself received a standing
ovalion before he spoke
and another immediately
after his speech which so
inspired the audience.
Answering Reagan and
Thatcher’s claims he
declared: ‘Solidarnosc
does not Support
capitalism. We stand fora
genuine socialism based on
workers” democracy.”

Answering  Jaruzelski
and the Kremlin
bureaucrats, he declared:
‘The Polish regime is not
socialist, they uss fascist
methods, It iz Stalinisi.'
He speft out in' graphic
detail the crimes of the
Jarnzelski regime.

-
Victory

Finally, answering the

essiimists and sectarians
e emphasised  that
Solidarnosc has not been
crushed. The resistance is
growing and victory will
COMme, *Ten million
workers, half a million
students and two and half
million peazant familics
cannot be defeated by the
Junta. We will win.’

The rally and
demonstration  were  the
highlights of a successful
three day tour of the Man-
chester area by Piotr
Kozlowski.

During that time he
spoke with stewards from
Chloride, Shell Chemicals,
Mather and Platt, Kellogs,
Laurence Scott and BL in
Levland. In addition he
addressed meetings of the
powerful engineerin
union's Manchester Nort
and South districts,

Loecal TV, press and
radio . broadcast
Korlowski’s message that
Solidarnose would return,
that Polish workers were
determined to get nd of
Jaruzelski. The most im-

ortant  reception was
rom workers at Massey

£ 1) . ¥ Wil g
Piotr Kozlowski {centre) at a Manc

rallies

L]
Ferguson.

The company has a
large contract with Ursus
where Piotr works, Over
80 workers attended fac-
tory gale meelings organis-
ed by their stewards where
they were told how the
workers at Ursus  were
working with the military
in the factory. Should
Piotr return there he
would certainly face along
prison sentence,

However, Sthe
resistance 'i5 growing. In
the first two weeks after
the declaration of martial
law, only two tractors were
produced by the entire fac-
tory.

Military

Dave Leonard, senior
steward from the central
packaping site, had earlicr
m the week scconded a
resolution at the national
convenors' conference of
Massey Fergusons which
called for rank and file
blacking action across the
group.

Wearing badges sup-
porting the struggles of
Laurence Scoft and: BL.
Kozrlowski’s message was
simple: we face the same
problems, you are attack-
ed by the law, we face the
mulitary.

He  appealed  for
strengthening  the  links
between Polish and British
workers in our common
struggle.  During . the
course of this tour Piotr
mel some objections raised
against Solidarnosc.

At the ALIEW Man-
chester north district, for
instance, one delegate
claimed that independent
trade unions were imcom-
patible with a sociahist
planned economy and
argued that Solidarnose
was an agent  of the
counter-revolution and the
CIA.

Piotr, wha Was
familiar with such charges
from the top bureaucrats
in Poland, replied sharply
to - these  attacks on
workers' rights. He ex-
plained how the right 1o be
in-an independent umon
was  guaranteed by the
Polish constitution -and
that Solidarnosc itself had
been officially recognised
from the time of the sign-
ing of the Gdansk agree-
ment.

And he asked ironical-

ester press conference [ast week

Iy  how millions of
workers, students and
peasants could all be in the
pay of the CIA. For-
tunately the committee did
not adopt the views of this
delegate but resolved o
send a protest resolution
to the Polish embassy
demanding the release of
those held under martial
law and requesting the cm-
bassy to send a represen-
tative to the distnict com-
miltee 1o explain their
casc.

It was at a conferénce
of the Chloride group of
senior stewards that Piotr
explained that he was here
as a Pole, as a worker, and
as a trade union activist re-
questing  support  from
British workers. But his
appeal was more than
that, because of the threat
to workers' organisations
in Poland today.

They were facing a
military - government ‘that
claimed Lo speak on behall
of the workers but really
didn’t have anything to do
with socialism. He didn't
WAanr to sed J remamm o
capitalism where private
companies ruled the roost
and workers had few
rights.

{On the contrary Piotr
appealed for  workers
across the world tounitein
a common battle for whal
he described as ‘socialist
workers' democracy’.

With that message and
just three days in the Man-
chester area, support for
Solidarnosc  has  grown
massively, In the coming
months the Greater Man-
chester Polish Solidarity
Campaign which organis-
ed the tour plans (o g0 out
to win active support from
every major union and
factory in the area.

Inspired by  Piotr
Kozlawski we are sure that
can be done.

Socialist
Challenge

Polish school

Two  day  educalional
school on  Poland  and
political  revolution  for
Sovialist Challenge  sup-
porters on [3/14 February
i London. I vou would
like ro come see your local
SC sunparters or write o
Socialicr Challenpe sohoal,
PC) Box 56, London N,

Solidarity
Solidarnosc

Birmingham Polish Solidarity Committee, c/o
Roger Mutray, 28 Blackford Road, Birmingham
Il. Ring 021-773 5306,

Glasgow Paolish Solidarity Committee, c/o lan
McCalman, 18 Mossgiel Rd, Glasgow, G43, Ring
041-622 1839,

Greater Manchester Polish Solidarity Com-
mittee, ¢/ 0 Jon Silberman, 51 Montrose Housce,

Committees with

' Crete S1, Oldham, Lancs. Ring 061-620 28855

Eastern Europe Solidarity Campaign, {0 Park
Drive, London NW11. Ring 01-458 1501.
Labour Focus on Eastern Europe. Box 23, 136
Kingsland High St, London ES.

Polish Solidarity Campaign, 69 Edinburgh Rd,
London E13.

Solidarnose Trade Union Working Group in
UK, &4 Philbeach Gardens, Earls Court, London
SW5, Ring 01-373 3492,

Lebour Poland Solidarity Fund, ¢/o Co-
operative Bank, 110 Leman St, London El.

Radges: Mp+ M
preepr Bl rles o res
auiesl. Frown B0 Box 50, e utl

London = NIT 2XP, 2600 coples sold in first

L Enclase  money/che- week! Clrder your copies

ques/pastal aeder made now af the second edition.

?:':.?:h.i.r_,”xi? ool Just 25p or 20p for sup-

: : porters’ proups  bulk
orders.

Revolution/Socialist Challenge
Solidarity with Solidarnosc

North London: Fri 5 Feb, 7pm at Roebuck pub,
Tottenham Court Rd.

Huddersfield: Thur 11 Feb, Bpm at Friendly &
Trades Club, Northumberland St,

January issue out now/

Oliver MacDonald on Poland, interview
with Joan Ruddock CND, Britain's South
Africa connection, Ernest Mandel on
British Economic Disaster and lots more!
Just 60p plus postage. Bulk orders
svailfable now for supporters groups.
Subsc ption rates: £4.50 Britain and
frefand per year.

Solidarity with
Solidarnosc

Birmingham
Sat 6 Feb

11am Chamberlain Square
12.30 AUEW Halls, Queansway




fighting for jobs

TRAIN DRIVERS' representatives from every
depotin Manchester are mesting, in a weekly

lisison committee,

to push forward the

organisation of the struc_ﬁ!e in this area.

TREVOR WANGSAM, DU

CAN EDWARDS

and REDMOND O'NEILL azked the members
of the liaison committee their views on the

progress of the dispute.

Peter Gunn
{secretary Manchester
Nol branch ASLEF)
We've got to overcome the

barrage of presz distor- |

tions about our dispute.
We're fighting against the
British Rail Board’s at-
lempl lo get rid of the
eight-hour day and along
with it, 4,000 jobs.

Look around here.
You don’t see many young
people here. That’s
because they've chopped
50,000 train dnivers® jobs
since the war. Right now
there are 30,000 unfilled
vacancies on BR and still
they're not | recruiting.
Since 1 started this job I"ve
been made redundant and
shifted night arcund the
country, depot to depot,
more times than you've
had hot dinners.

H Newell (chairper-
son of Mancheaster LDC)
I suspect that the govern-
ment has provoked this
dispute to try to smash
ASLEF and shut down
more.  railways. Unflor-
tunately when we take ac-
tion, it's the public that
gets hurt

But if they can take on
ASLEF then they will be
out ta break all of the mili-
tant industrial  unions.
That'sthe aim of this Tory
government. Ifwe go, il
be harder for everyone eize
o mainlain their standard
of living.

Albert Seymour
!secrataq Newton
Heath depot ASLEF)

The press have claimed
that flexible rostering is a
normal practice in other
countries. But if they want
to compare us with other
Common Market coun-
tries they should also look
at pay and conditions.

British train drivers
have the longest working
week, the shortest holidays
and the lowest wages. Now
they're threatening there
will be no electrification if
we don't ditch the eight-
hour day. But on the
railways they've always
promised us paradise next
week.

Harry Turner (Man-
chester No. 1 ASLEF)
We've had 100 per cent

support from the NUR
drivers but as yet the
guards have not taken ac-
tion. All the same, there is
a lot of support from the
train operating grades of
the NUR beeause they also
work shifts and know
what's involved.

The BR Board is trying
to split the unions by en-
ding Sunday working.
Sidney Weighell is letting
them get away with it. He
makes fine speeches about
the 35-hour week and ban-
ning overtime at the TUC,
but when it comes 1o
defending his own
members, where is he?

Guards have to work
weekends just to survive
on the wages they get. If
they don’t work Sundays
or their rest days, guards
come oul with around £50
a week,

Bob Barrows
(chairperson  Newton

Heath ASLEF) If vou are
members of the engineer-
Ing umon, you ought to

get Terry Duffy to keep his
meuth shut about this
dispute, When he mouths
off against us on TV the
idea 15 10 convince people
that he speaks for all
engineers.

In fact, Duffy is like a
let of his colleagnes — he's
Just going for a seat in the
House of Lords. We
would ask all AUEW
members 1o protesl against
his interference in our
dispute.

Peter Gunn This dispure
15 not hikely to be settled by
compulsory  arbitration.
Our last protracted strug-
glein 1955 went to arbitra-
tion and the result was that
we ended up with the same
az BR's original offer,
The Board has had no
scruples in the past about
ignorng recommenda-

tions from arbitration
bodies,

While we are fighting
we want all the support we
can get from the Labour
Party and the unions. We
want to get the truth across
o the public.

This is a strike to de-
fend jobs, o defend livin
slandards and ro det'eng
militant trade unionism,
That's why a victory for us
will be a victory for all
workers.

'HOW TO FIGHT
‘PRODUCTIVITY"

PAMPHLET FOR RAILWORKERS |

don N1 2XP,

Whar policies are neaded to tackfe productivity in
the rovl industry? Order now ‘How to fight produc-
tivity’, a8 Socialist Challenge pamphlet for rail-
workers. 35p plus 10p p&p.

Chegques/Postal orders to Cardinal Enterprises
Ltd. Available from: Rail pamphlat, PO Box 50, Lon-

Trade Unions

US RAILWORKERS

it's the same the
whole world over

By lke Naham

WHILE British railworkers are
fighting to defend the right to
an eight hour day, their
counterparts in America are
up against a drive by rail
bosses to increase the legal
limit on the working day to 16
hours!

This and other attacks on US
railtworkers take place at a time
when big business is on one of the
maost concerted offensives
against working people seen for
decadas. Monetarism is the wat-
chword in Britain. In the US these
attacks go undar the name of
Reaganomics.

Today American unemploy-
ment figures are higher than at
any tlmﬁs,since 1939, A full 50 per
cent of black and Latin youths can
find no jobs. In heavy industrial
areas like the Chicago/Northern
Indiana steel centre. unemploy-
ment stands as high as 3ﬂpper
cant,

Does it sound familiar? There
ara even more parallels. It was no
accidant for instance, that last
week's FEconomist magazine
argued that a good outcomea to
the current British dispute would
be ‘the destruction of ASLEF in
much the same mannar as Prasi-
dent Reagan... destroyed tha air
traffic controllers in America last
year’.

Most railworkers in the US
have been working without a con-
tract since April 1981. The con-
tracts expired following a serious
defeat inflicted by railworkers on
the government — subsidised and
regulated, but privately owned
Conrail line. Thiz line carries much
of the freight in and out of the
north eastern part of the country.

Reagan threatened to liguidate
the company completely, selling
off the most profitable lines. In
the face of this blackmail, rail
unions called a national march on

Washington. Their demands were
‘No cuts’ and ‘No job lossas”,

Tha union laadars had in mind
a-emall protast action. Thay only
estimated 1,200 marchers on the
official demonstration permit
forms. Thirty thousand angry
railworkers turned up!

But no sooner had the mar-
chers returned home when union
leaders signed an agreement that
inflicted a stunning loss on Con-
rail workers. Index-linked wages
ware aliminated. Thousands of
jobs were wiped out. Safety and
othar work practices that have
been in effect for decades have
been gutted. For at-least two
years now, wages have bean
frozen.

With this victory under their
belts. rail bosses are moving to
establish the Conrail precedent as
the norm for industry nationwide.

Reductions in crew sizes, flexi-
ble rostering and the longer work-
ing day are all at stake. If they get
away with this, railworkers can be
ordered .to report anytime,
anywheare, to go any place at the
beck and call of tha company.

US railworkers are up against
some pretty formidable
obstacles. For instance, a
labyrinth of federal laws and red
tape that date from the Railway
Labour Act of 1924 rule that there
must be up to two years arbitra-
tion and appeals before strike ac-
tion is legal.

Furtharmare, the giant labour
upsurge of tha 1?313 which
resulted in industry-wide organis-
ation in most basic industries, left
the craft structure of the rail
unions untouched. Today
railworkers are dividad into some
20 separate unions, a situation
which the infamous 1924 Act has
reinforced.

_Finally, the most powerful rail
unions are notoriously undemo-
cratic. Most rai1worzars don't
aven have the right to vote on the
contracts we have to work under.

One big difference between
the US and Britain is the private
ownership and management of
American railways, although they

are government subsidised and
‘regulated’. Huge financial bonan-
zas for the railway capitalists have
come from a cozy partnership bet-
ween the government. the big
banks and tha rail companies. The
land handouts in the 19th century
were only the start.

After the rail bosses let the
railways deteriorate. they organ-
ise bankruptcies — around the
tables in secret meeting rooms of
the banks. Then they reorganize
Fnd consolidate a new profitable
1ne.

This concantration and
monopolisation of industry. or
‘'merger-mania’ as it's known, is
swasaping the US. And it's moving
full spead ahead on the railways,

Smaller firms — whose service
is crucial to the livelihoods of
farmers and small businassas —
are becoming less viable. Many
will be gobbled up by the five or
six giants that will remain.

Socialist railworkers in the US
are calling for an end to all cut-
backs in the service and for
massive investment to rebuild the
entire industry on the basis of
human nead, not profitability.

Finances for thiz and other
vital social =ervices can coma
from closing the tax loopholes for
the rich and especially from the
200bn doller 8 year Pentagon
budget for war and nuclear
holocaust.

It's also necessary to remove
the rail industry from the fetters
of private ownership. But as the
current British crisis shows. na-
tionalisation in itself doesn’t
guarantee the rights of labour,
This will coma with the contral of
day to day operations on the
railways by thea workers, through
thaeir unions.

The nationalised industry must
be administered by an indapan-
dent democratically elected body
of workers and consumers.

Today more - and more
American workers are seeing that
the solution to our problems can’t
be met on anindustry by industry,
or on a union by union basis. The
solution must be political.

Abova all, workers in the US
nead an indapandent political par-
ty based on our class, Solving this
problem of working class political
independence will be tha next
giant step of Amarican labour,

Soclslist Chatlenge 4 February 1982, _page 5



Leyland Veh:cles

NO EDWI

ERITISH LEYLAND Vehicles workers have
taken direct action to defend their jobs at baoth
the Bathgate and Leyland plants over the last
two weeks. Michael Edwardes’ corporate plan
will almost certainly result in the total closure
of the Bathgate plant and the reduction of the
workforce at Leyland in Lancashire by 6,000.

True to form. Edwardes tries to lay the
blame at the workers’ door. Only drastic reduc-
tions of the workforce. he claims, will make BL
Speaking at a press conference in
Scotland last Friday, Edwardes admitted that
the future of the Bathgate plant "hung in the
balance’, and that ‘a long strike could mean a
short future for the Leyland Vehicles plant in

viable.

Lancashira.’

Bathgate workers’ immediate response to
the closure plans was to occupy the plant, Last
Friday, after a one week sit-in, the company
gained a court injunction against them. But an
all out strike at the plant continuas.
is works convenor at
Bathgate. Last Saturday the Leyland Vehicle
Combine Committee met in Preston and after-
wards he spoke to PATRICK SIKORSKI from

JIMMY SWAN

Socialist Challenge.

Trade Unionsmm

E i ey « : B

*Our position is that we are
determined (o retain jobs
and the manufacturing
base in Levland Vehicles.
If Edwardes gets away
with this, the direction is
towards complete closure
of the Barhgate plant.”

Support

‘The meeting was very
well attended  wit
delegations from  every
Leéyland plant in the Bus
and Truck division, We
discussed the general situa-
tion, exchanged informa-
tion: on our attitude to
management's approaches
for negoliations as well as
the distribution of finan-

_'This plant was o have
built some 30,000 diescl
units, mainly for export,’
explained Jimmy. ‘The
project is only viable if the
Americans could have
guaranteed supplving the
demand from a gofted
post-Edwardes’ Plan
Levland assembly plant.’

Part of this plan is 10
sell of f the tractor division
1o the privately owned
company Marshalls i
Giainsborough, Lin-
colnshire. Such has been
the arrogance of manage-
ment in. Leyland that the
Marshall company colours
have -already been  in-
troduced into the " paint
spraying at Bathgate! But

Pickst lines at.ﬂ'l. truck division, Leyland and Ban‘rgaw Sr.-orfand

the company has not
reckoned on the deter-
mination of the workforee
to fight back.

ven the successful ser-
ving of an injunction on
the occupyving workers has

not demoralised them, As.

Jimmy Swan poinis out:
“The whole way thar we
occupied the plant and
carried out the m.cupatmn
in a very disciplined man-
per, massively bolstered
the confidence of the
workforce in their own
ability 1o organise.

“We weren't surprised
that the company went 1o
the courts with this Tory
government in office, the

Tebbit measures and what
they  did 1o Laurence
Scotr, We weren't surpris-
ed at the outcome of the
court hearing at which we
of course opposed the
granting of the mmjunction,

Fight

‘But we didn't want to
have the main fight over
the injunction and occupa.
tion at this stage, Thereisa
full 24 hour picket on the
factory and nothing will
move in or out. The effect
on the company 15 the
same and we can get more
people involved on the
picket lines.

‘“We had to say enough
is enough. I wouldn’t say
our action was the product
of a completely new
political awareness. As
yvou know we've had the
Clydeside occupations in
the past, Lee Jeans has
shown that it can he done
and the whole town and
commumnity around
Bathgate know thal it is
fightback or die. Look
what happened to Lin-
wood,

"We had a very suc-
cessful shop stewards’ ral-
Iy in support of our fight
last week attended at very
ahun m:llu.r. by between

200 and 300 stewards from
the West Lothian region
including convenors from
Rolls Royee and other ma-
jor factones.

Meeting

*(Others came from as
far away as Dundee and
the Clyde shipbuilders
would have attended “if
thev-had been more notice.
The Scottish TUC and
local Trades Councils were
well represented.

‘Plans are being laid
for a major demonstration
aimed at the Scotlish
Cirand Commitiee meeting
in mid-Feburary which has
the Bathgale issue on the

agenda. We are planning a
joint meeting with the
Plessey occupation which
iz also in Balhgate. The
stewards’ meeting  also
called for financial sup-
port, levies-and collections
to-be arranged,

Win

‘At the Combine fevel

there are also moves Lo
organise an all Leyland
Combine meeting, and 1
understand that Vehicles
Convenor Jim McLean is
in contact with cars con-
venor Jack Adams, Weare

determined to win this
one."

cial support which is star-

ting to come in, and
general solidarity’

Jimmy Swan went on
to explain that the Lan-
cashire workers werc as
determined zs those 1n
Scotland  to  fight Ed-
wardes. They face a situa-
tion where all parts will be
hived off to the private
cector and  only the
assembly work would be
done in ‘the brand new
Leyiand assembly plant
Busile in 1978 with £32m of
public money.

Jimmy 15 convinced
that 1t has been the aclion
taken by Levland workers

that has stopped the
American company, Inter-
national arvesters,

literally in its tracks, from
investing in a diesel engine
plant in Spain.

The

tradeunion

alternative

Patrick Sikorskireports on
the trade unions’ alternative
to Edwardes” plan.

SocialistChblldnge 4 Febirisary 1887 page 6

'THE WORKS COMMITTEE is
making its present demands
in order to sustain employ-
ment and retain Leyland
Vehicles (LV) as a publicly
owned manufacturer of
trucks and buses.

‘The longer term future of all
workers in the industry is also at stake
Eiven the international re-
organisation now taking place. We
w:r]1 be looking to fulure discussions
with other workers and trade unions
in this region 10 develop our strategy
to save the industry.

“We will also be calling upon the
political and industrial organisations
of the labour movement, the Labour
Party, and the TUC, to conduct their
own inguiry into the fate of LV as
what is qur?:med!}- a pubilic company

*We will be Inaking through them
to develop a policy for the future
gstablishment of an industry with an
groeptable range of products under
full control by its workers and those it

serves.”

Leyland workers want a future.
The trade unions have known for
sometime that their jobs were in
jeopardy and have been presenting
their alternative to the membership.

The 1981 UK market for trucks was
only half the 1979 level. In the MNarth
west thousands of?ubs in the industry
have gane in the last 12 months, As
the rate of profit on each truck or bus
falls, the multinationals which con-
trol the industry will only invest in the
most “efficient” plants — that is, those
which are unorganized and where
workers arc paid a pillance for
swealed labour.

Michael Edwardes then claims
that UK workers are responsible for
an finefficient” industry — that is one
where the workers have fought hard
for their conditions and puts for-
ward his survival plan, The trade
union plan proposes:

+ No redundancies
# No more out-sourcing of com-
panents [ie. keeping conponent

T

manufacture in Leyland itself)
:VNG more selling off of parts of

* No transfer of work

The works committee is deman-
ding “full information about the pre-
sent financial position®. It also wants
a ‘parliamentary inguiry into all as
pects. of management and
mismanagement of LY =ince it came
into public hands.*

The works commitilee is very con-
scious of the need for Levland to be
acrountable because LV is unlike
other’ nationalised industries. It 8
under the direct control of the
Diepartment of Industry. Information
about LV is therefore neither publicly
available nor publicly debalcf belore
decisions are taken.®

Torsave jobs the works committee
it putting forward some immediate
demands, LY management did not
carry out the proramme of renewal. . ..
cnvisaged by the 1975 Ryder Plan....
the works commilice  therefore

¥

demands immediate investment in a
new foundry and adeguate invest-
ment in machine tools.” And it wants
the povernment to provide funds for
mvestment at low rates of inrteres:.’
The works committee knows only
too well that it has to build support
for its plans if Levland workers are to
suceessiully combal Edwardes. ‘Suec-
cess can only be achicved through
united action by all LV workers from
all unions and every plant. Bul in the
wider political battle we call Tor the
support of the whole labour move-
ment: the Labour Party, trades coun-
cils, the TUC, the Confederation of
Shipbuilders and Engineering Unions
and Labour controlled councils,’

The works commitlec has becn
puthing its trade vmon allernabives (o
the whole workforee over the last
thrée months ina series of leaflets, As
the last leaflet pointed out: ‘There ix
an__ahernative to the disastrous
policies of the Edwardes” manage-
ment, Ttis time fo call a halt.®

Photo: JOHN HARRIS

Phote: MORMING STAR
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US to double milit

El Salvador Air Force
S upin smoke

#a"ae"s

ary aid

e

e

to El Salvador

THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION is proposing
to double military aid to the beleaguered
Duarte regime in El Salvador. The build up of
military aid has been on the cards for some
time because of the generally worsening

military situation.

As we reported two weeks ago, it is now
-clear that the guerrillas of the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN), a left wing
alliance fighting the right wing cictatorsnip,
control a quarter of the countryside.

The need to boost the
capacity of the army and
the ‘national  guard
hecomes increasingly im-
portant  because of the
glections planned for 28
March. In order to give the
Duarte dictatorship more
‘legitimacy’ elections have
been  carefully prepared
for well over a year. But
there is one problem: the
main opposition groups,
in particular the Revolu-
tionary Democratic Front
(FDR) of which the FMLN

i a part; are excluded
from the election,

Further, since large
areas of the countryside
are under full or partial
guerrilla control, since
there is a war going on,
there will be no effective
election facilities in many
places. The result will
therefore be a fraud. The
United States even fears
that the guerrillas may
choose the date of the elec-
tions for a major military
offensive.

American young'sdcia_lists fightReagan'’s offensive

By Richard Rozanski

800 people gathered for the Young Socialist
Alliance (YSA) conference in New York in
January. The main item which the ¥YSA con-
ference had to face up to was the offensive
which Reagan has launched against workers at

home and abroad.

Reagan’s public spending cuts make That-
cher's loock tame by comparison. Military spen-
ding has shot up. Whils posing as the friend of
the Polish workers, Reagan has attempted to
smash the PATCO — the air traffic controllers

union.

In his defence of the
‘free world" Reagan has
spent millions of dollars in
giving military aid to the

ruling  junta in El
Salvador, which is
MESSACTINg iLs own

population. Reagan is also
making plans for war

against other reveolutions
in Cuba, Nicaragua and
Grenada.

. Lisa Hickler, introduc-
ing the international
political report, explained
that the anti-working class
offensive at Home and
abroad was part of the at-

) how bad the
military simation is was
revealed last Wednesday
when FMLN  puerrillas

Just

calmly walked into the
main airforce base in San
Salvador, planted mines
on the planes and walked
out. Most of Duartes air-
force. thus went up in
smoke in one big bang.
Helicopters, fighters and
transport  planes were
destroyed. The helicopter
war has been an increas-
ingly important part of the
regime’s strategy against
the guerrillas — the US
military adwvisors  are
teaching the regime’s of-
ficers the tactics of Viet-
nam.

The destruction - of
most of the helicoplers in
the country will give the
igun':rrlllas much greater
reedom of movement in
the next couple of months,
Hence the US panic to

rapidly replace the planes,
. The project of doubl-
ing US military assistance
requires that the Reagan
regime convince a seeptical
Congress  that Duarte’s
government is “improving”
the human rights situa-
tion. The attempt to do
this has received a severe
sethack in the past week as
the reparts of a massacre
of civilians in Morazan
pravince has come out,

Journalists visiting the
area report seeing dozens
of decomposing bodies in
the wvillage of Mozote.
Eyewilnesses among the
local peasants saw villagers
being bound, beaten up
and then taken away in

roups of four to be shor,
‘omen and children were
machine-gunned Lo death,

What is happening in
Marazan — a stronghold
of the guerrillas on the
border with Honduras —

repeats the pattern of Viet-
nam. The US and South
Vietnamese forces in that
country tried to terrorise
the population in the
countryside to prevent
them from supporting the
uerrillas. But terror of
this kind has never won the
hearts and minds of the

ople — on the contrary
it will only succeed in con-
solidating support for the
FMILHN

In 1965 the Vietnamese
revolutionaries destroyed
most of the American air
force planes at the Da
Mang base in northern
South Vietnam, Their
ability to do this was a
dramatic  demonstration
of their military strength
and political support. In
El Salvador history is
reg:eatmg itself. A regime
which can't defend its

main  airfield ﬁg.shlst
revolutionary guerri is

heading for defeat.

tempt to  solve  the
cconomic crisis of US im-
perialism. To do this the
ruling class has to increase
the  exploitatuon  or
American workers, while
defending their markets
and spheres of influence
abroad.

Solidarity with the
revolutions in Central
Amenca and the Carib-
bean will be at the centre
of the YSA's activity in the
next perniod, as will
solidarity with the struggle
of the Polish workers.

Malik Miah, in in-
troducing the report on the
political situation in the
Linited States stressed that
although working people
were becoming angry with

the ruling class offensive
they had few outlets to ex-
press their anger,

Class

The crucial lack was an
independent workers party
— a Labour N —
which would unlike the
bourgeois Democratic
Party fight for the interests
of the workers,

A hopeful sign of in-
dependent  working -class
politics is the emergence of
the Mational Black In-
dependent Political Party
(NBIPP). The YSA pledg-
ed to do everything in ils
power o promote the
growth of this party.

Over the last two vears
the YSA has succeedad in
gelting  over  half  its
membership  into  in-
dustrial jobs to spread
socialist ideas in the fac-

tories. They will continue -

to organise this, and over
the last few months have
succeeded in establishing a
fraction of members in the
garment industry.

Support

On the last evening of
the conference well over
1000 people attended a ral-
ly entitled ‘Fighting
Reaganism at home and
gbroad’, where over £1600
was collected for building
YSA campaigns.
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Secret meeting plots |

N

AR

counter-revolution

By Paul Lawson

NEWS is coming out of a secret meeting of top
brass from Central and South America held at
Fort McNair, Washington DC last October. The
meeting, En_:tendﬂd by US Defence Secratary
Caspar Weinberger, discussed 'how to fight
the Cuban-Soviet invasion of the Americas’.
Leading military personnel attended from
Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada,

Chile, Columbia,

Dominican

Republic,

Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala. Haiti. Hon-

duras, Jamaica, Panama,

Paraguay, Peru,

Surinam, United States and Uruguay.

The meeting was in-
troduced by a speech from
US Army General Meyer,
who argued that *we are
already in a war against
communism’. Among the
decisions of the con-
ference were: 10 sel up a
permanent co-ordination
centre of the armies of
Latin America and a per-
manent headquarters of
the conference.

These decisions will of
course promote direct con-
tact between Lthe armies of
the region which will, if
necessary, be able o by-
pass governments. Direct
contact between the US
and Chilean armed forces
were a key lever in organis-
ing the coup against the
Allende government in
1973, The Interamerican
Po!:cp Academy (torture
traiming centre) is being
moved from Panama to
Honduras,

 The conference
discussed the best way to
ideologically combat the
left and the labour move-
ment in the region. The
assembled generals
discussed the best term 1o
refer lo left-wing
movements. Bizarrely they
decided that ‘revolu-
tionaries’ was out, and
that the key terms were
*Marxist subversion’ and
‘terrorists’. One general
asked those assembled to
make ‘terrorism’ a com-
momn, not political crime,

The generals had a
‘useful’ exchange on tac-
lics.  Chilean Defence
Minister, Ceneral Car-
rasco, argued the need for
the right to combat the
left’s ideology with a right
wing one, ‘S0 far we’ve
only used force," he said,
‘and it has not worked. To
kill them is no use, for two
arise in the place of one,
What works 15 Lo penetrate
the people, (o organise
courses, to improve the
life conditions of the poor
t0 that thev become deaf
as regards  subversives,
Our wives are working
voluntarily with com-
munitics, teaching women
how to read, how to sow,
and how Lo lake care of the
children(!)'.

General Margues, a
Brarilian, read a secret
document describing how
the Brazilian armv was
able to climinate the threat
of communism through in-
filtration. He said that
alongside infileration, it
wis necessary Lo improve
income  distribution and
keep  violence o a
minimum. Just 1o give a
balance to all this talk of
impraving the conditions
of the poor, Salvadorean
minister  of  Defence,
General Guillermo Gracia,
asked for more military
aid to El Salvador, which
pther enerals supported,
in order not to let the
cOUntry  succumb to
‘disgrace’.

EL SALVADOR SOLIDARITY
DEMONSTRATION

To coincide with the government’s
fraudulent elections
Sunday 28 March
Assemble Speakers Corner | pm
fAarch to rally in Trafsigar Square
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Will the hosses hack the SDP?

Here we present three views on the rise of the
Social Democratic Party, from Gerry Hoffs and
from Socialist Challenge supporters Stave Pot-

ter end Britain Heron.

The debate so far in the past two issues of
Socialist Challenge is raising fundamental
questions about the British political scene.

Especially disputed is whether the bosses
are stili backing Thatcher or are they switching

21 Jan)

when he says that Thatcher's

maonetarism (factory closures, redundancies,
gtc) is in the interests of the British bosses
beceuse it leads to increases in productivity.

Far from it. Her obses-
sion with ‘the ‘market-
place’ leads in practice (o
an alliance with foreign
multi-nationals agamst her
own British industrialists.

The consequence is
here for all to see — the
destruction of the UK
manufacturing base and
decimation of key sections
of the organised working
class,

Moreover, how can we
seriously maimntain that the
Tories selling off MNorth
Sea oil assets — a key com-
modity — to foreign com-
panies strengthens UK
capital?

At present 60 per cent
of LUK oil exports are sold
to the 1JS and being stored
in a strategic reserve {that
15 in opped up o1l wells)
and five more years of
Thatcher will lead to the
US not only owning UK oil
wells — but to ol bein
sold back to us at inflate
prices!

Further, during the
1920% and 3= we zaw, as
today, a recession prodic-
ing plummeting  wage
levels and living standards
— but, contrary to Brian's
argument it dief not lead o
increases in the productivi-
ty of labour. The history
of the pre-war mining in-
dustry 15 a case in point
here.

Indeed it was ooly the
compulsion of war, state
intervention and later na-
tionalisation which led toa
jacking up of productivity
n major industries,

Why was this? Cuite
simply because the specific
character of British
capilalism has been the in-
stituttonal  divorce  of
finance capital from in-
dustrial capital, with the
former dominating and
controlling the latter, Ex-
portation of capital rather
than domestic investment
has heen the main activity.

Hence it’s not a coin-
cidence that the key in-
dusinies making massive
profits are banking, pro-

erties and more marginal-
y the food industry.

The inability of UK in-
dustrialists to adopt the
new technology on the
scale of their competitors
is a product not of ‘innate
conservatism® but of the
extreme difficulty in ob-
taining long-term credits
from the banks. .

The reason for Br-
tain's economic decling is
not a high wage economy
— the UK i5 bottom of the
league table — but a
historfc starvarion of in-
vastment over decades.,

The logic of That-

cherism if left to its own

their allegiance to the SDP/Liberal Alliance.
And what affect is the SDP having on the

workers movement?

If you wish to join in this debate or com-
ment on any subject please wiite to us: SC Let-
ters, PO Box 50, London NT2XP. Please keep to
400 words or faewsr — alf fetters will be edited.

Monetarism not in interest of British bosses

BRIAN GROGAN has got it alf wrong (Letters

devices over the next five
vears won't be a ‘leaner,
fitter economy’ bul an
economy of warehouses
and consumers who are
forced to buy whatever the
multi-nationals decide to
dump on us.

In theory it could be
posstble 1o restructure Bri-
tain’s financial institutions
to facilitate a long term
refuelling of finance into
British manufacturing, as
was done in Japan and
Germany  under LS
tutelage after the war, or
mterestingly as Hitler did
during the 3s.

But to expect that such
& phenomenal programme
ol mvesiment could be
cartied oul by ‘wet’
Taories, the SDP, Denis
Hegaley, or even Thatcher

herseli would be about as
realistic as expecting Car-
dinal Hume to lead a
radical restucturing of the
Vatican.

These groupings  are
mere puppets of different
fractions of Capital, total-
Iy unable to reverse the
long term tendencies of
decline ~ of  the UK
ECONQImY.

What socialists have to
argue and fight for iz a
workers' government that
will lead the strugele for
the nationalisation of the
economy under popular
control — which is the on-
ly realistic alternative 1o a
wasicland of dole queues.,

GERRY HOFFA
(ASTMS)
Manchester

What about the
workers?

BRIAN Grogan says
that the ‘bosses need
the policies of the SDP
lika a hola in tha head.’
But, as the old refrain
goes, what about the
workers?

The nse of the SDP
represents the crisis of leader-
ship of beth classes in society.
The Tories have liquidated a
considerable part of their

popular support among, the
working class.
Large sections of the mid

dle clazs cannot stomach their
war-mongering and pulveris-
ing of jobs in the public see-
tor, Independent of ruling
class support for the Tory
programme (although Brian
underestimares the bosses’
divisions} the Tories meel
widespread resistance.  The
heart of that resistance is the
organised working class,

The question for the
bosses is not that a new course
represented by the policies of
the SDP iz opening up, but
rather how they can fun.

ST e

Underestimates the City

ONE YEAR after the
foundation of the Social
Democratic Party it is
vital that we take stock
of its significance.

Brian Grogan is cor-
rect to point out that
Thatcher's programme
gtill receives wide sup-
port from the boszes
and the rest of the ruling
class; but political and
economic necessity
does not always match
up and the ruling class

would find the pro-
gramme of the
SDP/Liberal  Alliance

modarate aconomic ax-
pansion plus wagse
curbs a&nd attacks on
the unions, not com-
pletely inadeguate for

the next period,
however limited that
might be.

What are tha Iim-
plications for tha iabour
movemeant? If the SDP
establishes itself as
broker for coalition

overnments as seems
ikely, pressure for
coalitionism will leave
the  working class
movamant unaffected.

Already, both Jamas
Callaghan and Danis
Healey have raised tha

uestion of whether an

DP-Labour coalition
would not be preferable
to another five years of
Tory rule.

Tha attack of the
right against tha laft in-
side the Labour Party at
the present time is in-
timately bound up with
the gquestion of govern-
ment. In the first in-
stance the witch-hunt
and the right wing of-
fansive are attempts to
render the Labour Party
'fit to rule’ {in the in-
terasts of canital).

Butitis also the case
that the defeat of the
left is a necessary
precondition for any
coalition  perspectiva
from the Labour right.

In its campaign for a
Labour victory the left
must start to explicitly
fight against the SDP
policies of the Labour
right and centre, par-
ticularly on incomes
policy, and against

coalition.

Without such a fight
the long term dangers
for the labour mowve-
ment are obvious, If the
Labour Party proposes
coalitions with other
parties doesn't this
legitimise the type of
bPreak v.nith tdha Lahouinr

a airea open
cﬁms&ﬁd !;Fy Frﬂnx
Chapple and others?

The possible reper-
cussions of another Isle
of Grain type dispute
within the TUC under
thesa type of political
conditions pose the
very quastion of the
crganisational un| of
the working class.

These are the gues-
tions which arizse from
the SDP/Liberal threat
to the working class
movemant, None of
tham are inavitable, but
neithar should the laft
wilfully blind itzelf to
their scope or their im-
plications for our tactics
today.

STEVE POTTER

damentally divide and further
weaken the workers' mowve-
menl,

Al the same time they face
the electoral annihilation of
their own party at the next
election.

To stop the defeat of the
Tories turning into something
far worse — a crisis in the way
that the ruling class governs
— sections of the ruling class
will move behind the SDP.

There s also a real crisis of
leadership in the workers'
movement. At the moment
the right wing leaders of the
labour movement have the
simple project. of  Labour
adopting the policies of the
SDIE

But the mantle of Wilson
and Callaghan and the ‘good
old sixties” has ‘been firmly
gmsr:d by the SDP. Az a
result, the fight wing Labour
leaders. zucceed ‘only in
building the SOP.

Theupshot islikely tobea
major division in the tradi-
tional Labour vote al the next
glection — and - the hasic
therefore laid for a coalition
government hetween the SDP
and sections of the Labour
right,
The currént witch-hune in
the Labour Party and the
unions aguamnst the Bennite
base 15 designed (o create just
such freedom of manoeuvre
far the right wing
bureaucracy.

The consequences of such
2 division would tend towork
their wai« through at every
level, including in the unions,

Such a prospect 15 by no
means cerigin, Every major
struggle against the Tories
threatens to put the whaole
process in reverse, : :

The whole emphasis of
Brian's letter therefore is to
underestimare t
significance of the SDP from

G

the point of view of the threat
thar it halds for the workers®
mavement,

From his pomt of view the
SDP becomes a simple re-run
of  Thaichcrism  in sheep’s
clmhing — while the warking
class progressively lines g
bch[mFH::m, F

To this comforiing no-
tion, we say that the class con-
tradictions, which ran
through the labour movement
with 1ts thoroughly bourgeois
leadership, programme - and
apparatus, threatens the unity
of the lahour movement in the
next period.

Barring unforsesable and
major industrial battles over
the next two ycars we are on
the verge of a period of grow-
ing pelarisation and political
re-compasition  within the
labour movement,

BRIAN HERON
East London

LABOUR
BUREAUCRACY:

By Ailean O'Callaghan

DURING Thatcher's government hun-
dreds of thousands of workers have
gone into battle, only to be stabbed in
the back by trade union leaders. And
not just by right wingers like Terry
Duffy,

The actions of transport workers' leader
Alex Kitson in British Leviand shows that
‘lefts” cannot always be trusied. In the recent
Fords sell-out many militants wondered how
someone like Ron Todd, who used 1o be a Ford
worker himself, could force an horrific produc-
tivity deal on his members, despite their
original overwhelming vote for strike action 1o
oppose the deal,

Employers

How is it tﬂt&aderﬁ of organizarions farm-
ed to defend Wofkers against bosses end up de-
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fying the interests and wishes of their members?

Fundamentally, it is because the trade
umion leaders have their own interests which are
often counterposed to those of the mass of their
members. This social layver is known as the
bureaucracy.

Trade unions need to employ full time
organisers and negotiators, But, as Solidarity in
Poland has shown, such a need doesn’t by
itsell, creale a bureancracy. Indeed, in the first
flush of the formation of the mass general
unions at the end of the last century, these
unions had many similarities with Solidarity.

They were responsive to the nesds of their
members, were led by dedicated militants and
had constitutions which gave tremendous con-
trol by the membership over their full time of-
ficials. The activities of these unions frightened
the life out of the bosses,

Hut the bosses soon understand how o
create & new moderale breed of leaders with
whom they could ‘negotiate’. Union leaders
were encouraged Lo recelve wage increases and
‘perks’ which gave them a high standard of liv-
ing.

ARGUMENTS for

Of course, union leaders were not crudely
bribed. Many, who started off with the best in-
tentions would justify opposition to the
demands of their members through the
sometimes correct need to put the interests of
the organisation as a whole gbove that of the
action of a small section of the union.

This occurred in Solidarity, when the na-
tional leaders sometimes prevented the uncoor-
dinated outhreak of local strikes.

However, the permanent separation of the
top officials from the general needs and in-
terects of the members comes when these
leaders have been able to satisfy their own
material ilerests within the framework of the
capitalist system.

Salaries

Today, umion leaders enjov a standard of
living bevond that of most workers. Len Mur-
ray, one of the lowest paid, has a salarv of over
£15,000. In addition, they have expense ac-
counts, union cars, fees for TV appearances
and lectures to bosses’ organisations, They
receive salaries for being on government ad-
visory bodies on the boards of nationalised in-
duslries, or even on the boards of private com-
panies. They have a lot to lose if capitalism s
averthrown.

In a perind of capitalist expansion, the
bosses can allow certain  concessions Lo
workers. Inover one hundred years of their ex-
islence unions have been responsible for
dramatically raising the material and cultural
level af the waorking class. This has given the
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unions tremendous prestige. The union leaders
bask in this glory. They embody the
achievements of the unions in the eyes of the
mass of workers.

Despile their integration into the state and
government, even right wing leaders sometines
have to sanction strike action in order to keep
control,

Union leaders can’t always keep control by

“directly sabotaging struggles. From time to

time bureaucrats come forward who under-
stand that the best way to preserve the control
of the burcaucracy to place themselves at the
head of a militant upsurge, and thereby control
it,

This was the story of Hugh Scanlon and
Jack Jones. But their subseguent careers show-
ed that they were just as capable as the right
wing of blatantly selling oul struggles. Their
‘militant’ past made this job that much easier.

As the crisis in Britain intensifies, the room
for concession diminishes. More and more, the
choice is whether the role of unions 1s Lo police
the working class in the interests of the bosses,
or dedicate themsclves to promoting the in-
lercsts of the working class.

Tao act in the interests of workers in today’s
conditions means breaking with the capitalist
system. But for unions to become instruments
for socialist change would require the complete
rooting out of the bureaucracy.

Many thousands of workers have recently
gone through hitter experience of how trade
union bureaucrats act on behalf of the bosses.
But, at present, such workers are in a minority,
For the majority, the leaders still enjoy a cer-
luin prestige. These leaders cannot be ignored
or ‘gone around’,
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ON 1 DECEMBER, 1981 Plessey management
served 90 days motice on its workforce at
Bathgate in Scotland. The factory was to close
with the loss of 330 jobs. The workforce has oc-
cupied the plant sirce 25 January.

They are pledged ic stop any movement of
machinery which managemeht intends to ship
to ltaly. The occupation, overwhelmingly com-
posed of women workers, is the second action
in Bathgate to defend jobs.

Two miles away BL workers are fighting
their management and now the courts to save
their jobs. Socialist Challenge spoke to some
of the women in the Plessey occupation about
the situation the town now finds itself in.

MARGARET, a day
worker, explained, ‘Wit
both  factories  facing
redundancies this town is
on its knees.' In fact, the
loss of the 330 jobs at

Plessewy  would  bring
unemployment in
Bathgate 1o 30 per cent.
Teams

Margarer pointed our,
‘Many of the women hers
have their hushands work-
ing at BL.. We are petting
support from the whole
town. Teams have beecn
sent out to local factories
and shops; they've had a
great reception. We are
travelling all over to raise
suppart, A delegation has
bean sent 1o Lee Jeans,'

There are four unions
involved in the occupa-
tion: the engineering
union and its white collar
seclion, TASS, the electri-
clans' union and the

clerical  union, APEX.
Most of the women belong
to the AUEW and so far

By Neil Cruickshank

have the support from
their officials.

But the fight will be
very hard, for as June
said, ‘“There's work to do
in the factory but Plessey
will not invest in new
machinery. They have
taken a great deal out of
this place and put nothin
back. Plessey last vear ha
a nine month profit of
f£84m and yet they propose
to cloze us down,

Future

“We have always been
cheap labour. Average
take-home must ke £39 or

=T TR

TASS convenor at Plessey

£60 for most of the women
here. And that's with
bonus, But we will stick it
out as long as it takes,
They are not going to take
our jobs as well as
evervthing else they’ve got
out of us in the past.”

Links between the two
struggles in Bathgate are
growing at every level.
Last Wednesday a meeting
in the town of over 200
shop stewards and con-
venors from all over the
area pledged full support
for Plessey and BL,

Ann  told Socialist
Challenge  about the
welcome pot of stovies
which had been cooked in
the cantecn at Plessey for
the frozen BL pickel. She
said, “We have to gel
together because i’s sure
that the management will
get together.”

George  Wilson, the

said that the fight (o save
the factory was the fight to
save Barhgate's future as
was the strike of the B

tractor plant there. |
those two factories close
there would be no work
left in the town.

Breach

The occupation action
committee on hearing of
the proposed closure and
the redundancy money be-
ing offered produced a
halance sheet to show to
the Plessey workers. On
necessities alone it would
all be gone in 18 months,

As we left there was
still no  news about
management’s failure to
pay the week’s wages owed
to the women hefore the
occupation. Similar tactics
have been tried with BL.
But the mood was cheerful
and confident and the
mesgage was “We'll stick it
aurt.

Money is urgently needed.
Send donatrons to Plessey
Fighting Fund, c/o Mary
hg:?mw, 30 Main 51,
Fauldhousa, West Lothian,

BT x :
Bathgate workers at Plessay are following in their sisters’ ac-

tion fabovel who in 1977 worked-in to stop redundancies at the Kirby factory

Scott’s convenor
arrested on picket

By Pete Clifford

IN A NEW provoca-
tion in the ten month
long strike at
Laurence Scott,
Manchestar Tactical
Aid Group police ar-
rested on the picket
line, convenor Denis
Barry. chairperson
Peter Rowen and two
other strike commit-
tee activists.

Denis Barry told
Socialist Challenge
what happened. “We

called a mass picket on
hearing that a non-
union security firm was
to be responsibla for
protecting tha factory.’
The company, Clan
Security, was balieved
to be offering to do
work  additional to
simply security of the
factory.

Attack

Ovar ona hundred
strikers assamblad out-
side the factory Ilast
Thursday to protast
about this but wera
rafused the right to
picket their own - fac-
tory. “You can't even
talk to them, I'm the
picketing law", we
ware told by Inspector

Morris’, said Denis
Barry in reference to
thair attampts to
peacafully persuada the
scabs not to cross the
pickat.

‘Inspector Marris
picked on myself and
three other identified
activists. Thiz was =a
diversionary tactic, as
the scabs then gained
access to the factory by
another means,” said
Denis Barry.

Protest

He and tha othar
three were charged
with obstruction. In
spite of this attack, the
strikers are maintaining
the picket around-the-
clock basis. Moreover,
they are not letting up in
thair campaign for
remowval of the
engineering union ax-
ecutive council who
they see as the main
problem they face in
pushing forward the
struggle.

o 'Cﬂ"B out this
campaign, Denis Barry
is appealing to sup-
porters of Laurence
Scott to step up their
financial support,

Plegse rush  money fo .
Fryver, 20 Roundcroft,
Romiley, Cheshire,
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Denis Barry (right] on the plcket fine with Charfes Morris M,

the strikers stand up to the bitter winter,
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The ups and
downs of the
Dunlop occupation

By Matthew Boult

SOME TWO months ago 450 workers occupied
the Dunlop DIY plant at Brynmawr South East
Wales. Dunlap, the biggest employsr in Bryn-
mawr was occupied in protest against the con-
stant eroding of jobs by management.

At irs haighy, in the late '70s, Dunlop employved 1,800
waorkers in Brenmawr. Today, a major redandancy deal
and many small scale redundancies later, Dunlop employs
only 650 workers,

During all this time the workers proudly boasted thar
not a day's work ways lost through industrial unrest, Large
scale reinvestmeni had been pramised. One pitifully an-
clent machine eventually arrived.

Just before Christrnas more redundancies were propos-
ed. 450 workers from the clearical section of the transport
union occupied. The members of the enginerring union
and the affice staff union, ASTMS, did not join the ve-
cupation and were locked oul.

Negotiations with local mangemenr revealed rhar
managemeni had heen considering shedding up to half the
remaining workfarce, The occupying workers survived the
bitterest blizzards in iving memory in South Wales, sur-
rounded hy snow drifis, 20 ra 30 feet deep.

In mid January Dunfop announced the closure of the
plant because of lost production! The negotialors from
Wales franspori union took over. Delegations from the
local workers' movement were recefved and appeals 1o
Dunlop workers for solidarity were made,

The arbitration service, ACAS, siepped in. The Wales
afficials of the TG WU tried to make a new agreement, The
union would accepi the rotal closure of the plan despite the
Jact that Brynmawr is one of rthe wnemployment
blackspats in Wales,

, An return full redundancies rights for all workers were
iuhe ohserved. But management would not accept.

The 1980 Tory Emplovment Act meant that the siate
watld give nothing (o workers who had lost their jobs
through an indusirial dispute. The Dunlop waorkers faced a
choice: permanent unemployment or to press on with the
fighe. They've chosen to fight,

Leicester Dunlop has banned overtime in support af
Brynmawr and ather branches in the Combine have pro-
mised suppart. -

Negotiations have now moved o a British level, Moss
Evars, general secretary of the transport union, has been
hriefed and an 4 February a British team is due to meer
Dunlap UK, If this fails the workers say that a national
campaign at every level should be launched, As they point
out taking on a gignt multinaricnal like Dunlop is no easy
marrer,

Bend donations and messages of support to Dunlop striks,

cfo Wales TGWLU, Transport House, Cowbridge Rd. Car-
oiff.

Laurence Scott
Strike Bulletin No 3

NEW issua with the case of the Scott strikers
and their appeal for action by engineers

against the AUEW council NOW QUT.

QRDER, 2p each plus postage, from LSE sirike
commirteg, 20 Rounderaft, Romiley, Cheshire.
Al donations for the AUEW ‘rule 14* campaizn
gralefully accepred,

Laurence Scolt Strike Committee

Protest resolution for AUEW
branches

"THIS branch believes executive council has
seriopusly mishandled the Laurence Scott
dispute. As this is an issue of concern to all
"AUEW members the branch demands a ballot
for removal of executive council In line with
Rule 14. paragraph five.”

Rule 14, paragraph five srates: ‘The executive
council, or any member thereof may be removed
from office by a ballot of the membership of the
union provided such a ballot 1= demanded by ten
per cenl or more of the branches and not less than
two thirds of the membership are in favour of such
remaval. The ballot should be conducted by the
General Sceretary.”

It your branch supports the protest resolurion,
make sure it is-sent 1o the AUEW gzeneral office,
10 Peckham Rd. London SE1S and 4 copy is senl
to the strike commitios, 20 Rounderofl, Romiley,
Cheshire with donalions.

'SljcraTiét Ghallange- : ﬂ:Februa'rir 1882 paga'1':i
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As Reagan TV bonanza flops

Polish rulers tighten the screw

By Davy Jones

THE POLISH RULERS have stepped up their
offensive against Solidarnosc. They have
introduced massive price rises to make the
Polish workers pay for the sconomic crisis.
And they have launched vicious repression
against the first mass demonstrations since
Xmas against their rule.

group Abba have com- _ R
plained of censorship over : e 3
the TV show. Their song
was  omitted from  the
show at the last minute,
Guitarist  Bjorn  Ulvaeus
complained that this was
probably -~ because they
criticised human rights in

The scope of the people gathered outside  Eysavador
goverment's austenily  the Lenin shipyards and U,,v,_h& came day as the
package is staggering. It refused to disperse. The 1% show Reagan an-

;adds up to the bigeest price
increase  of  consumer
goods imposed on the
workers of an advanced
nation since the 1930s,
Sugar goes up by 400 per
cent; ham by 300 per cent;
gas, hot water and elec-
tricity by 200 per cent; but-
ter and margaring 350 per
cent; cream and cheese 400

er cent; meats and fish

etween 200 and 500 per
Cent, g

These increases will
savagely  attack the
workers” living standards,
So-called ‘compensatory’
wage rnises of  roughly
lwenty per cent are a drop
in the ocean compared toa
round of prce  rises
averaging oul di belween
two and five hundred per
cent.

The government blam-
&l a thirtesn per cent
decline in national income
last wvear, the third con-
secutive annual decline,
for the austerity measures.
But the Polish economic
crigis is not the fault of the
workers and farmers, The
responsibility for the crisis

squarcly on the
shoulders — of the
bureaucratic misrulers.

For wvears they have
defended a =ystem that
allowed enormous corrup-
tion and incompetent
mismanagemenl by the
privileged elite. This was
combined with the com-
plete exclusion of the mass
of workers from any role
in drawing up the
economic. plan.  The
bureaucratic  centralism
which governs the Polish
economy has nothing 1o
do with socialism  or
workers’ management.

But already the Pofish
workers have shown their
response. Last weekend in
Gdansk saw the [irst mass
protests against the regime
singe before Xmas, Young

militia were sent in injur-
ing, according 1o official
reports, at least half a
doren marchers and ar-
resting over 200,

The government's
response has been severe.
The curfew in Gdansk now
begins at eight o’clock, all
private telephone calls and
travel bv car has been ban-
ned. The regime has used
the Gdansk events to warn
the Paolish workers that
similar unrest will be dealt
with severely.

Meither has there been
any let-up in the govern-
ment’s clampdown ggainst
the' independent  umon
movement.  Solidarnosc's
leader Lech Walesa has
now been served with an
official nternment order
accusing him of threaten-
ing state security and
public order in the Gdansk
region., Walesa has called
for a continuation of the
resistance: “Take no steps
backwards', he appealed
in & message smuggled to
the West.

Meanwhile Reagan’s
horrendous *Let  Poland
be Poland” extravaganza
received Ly just desserts.
Overwhelmingly the politi-
cians and TY entics dubb-
ed it as a disaster: ‘Almost
as dul! as an East Euro-

ropaganda  film’
said The Times: A vir-
fuose dlf-plﬂ}’ of cringe
theatre’, commented the
Financigl Times,

Less than one third of
the hoped-for 300 million

audience saw thiz ‘im-
enalist  binge . which
nighlighted the Turkish

primer minister lecturing
on - democratic rights, nu
doubt from his experience
of c¢rushing the union
movement in his  own
COURtry.

Tuesday's Daily Maif
revealed that the pop

R m'l.vurud a3 a vewspagar with the Post Difice,
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nounced a big increase in
economic aid  for  the
murderous Salvadﬂrr.an
regime. The hypoeris
Reagan, Thatcf T an Ihe
other stars of the ‘Let
Poland be Poland' show
has stuck in the throats of
workers throughout the
world,  Few ‘have -any
doubts now as to whether
Reagan is really a friend of
the Polish workers.

The real friends of
Sobidarnose are other
workers — the interna-
tional labour movement,
On Monday the South
Wales miners visited the
Polish Embaszsy 10 de-
mand that they be allowed
to send a delegation 1o
Poland to investigate the
représsion  against | the
Polish. miners. The TLIC
announced that it was to
break off relations with
the East Cierman official
*‘union’ and was consider-
ing doing the same to he
Bulgarian _ ‘unions’  for
their  position on  the
Polish crisis.

The Labour Party na-
tional executive has back-
ed the idea of a major
London rally on Poland,
and around the country
Solidarnosc members have
been touring factories and
labour movement bodies
spreading their call for
workers’ support.

The Gdansk events of
last weekend should re-
mind the labour move-
ment that Solidarnose is
still alive and needs the
support of the  labour
movement in this country,

See inside pages, 8,9
&#10 for an interview
with Solidarnosc
militants in Britain, a
round-up of solidari-
ty news and an article
by Ernest Mandel on
political revolution.

Al A st
The first riots since Xmas against marba! Iaw in Pn.tand took
place in Gdansk last weekend
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