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STOP PRESS!

AS WE go to press, it has
been announced that the
Polish workers’ union,
Solidarity, has called a
general strike in Warsaw for
Wednesday. The strike is
against the detention of
printer Jan Norozniak, seiz-
ed in a raid on the union
headquarters.
The strike comes at the !
same time as the Soviet
Union has  warned Polish IN REVOLT
railway workers against S
their strike action. The con- Russian invasion is growing.
flict between the workers Next week Socialist
and the bureaucracy is Challenge reports in full on
escalating; the danger of a Poland’s new crisis.
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CENTRAL AMERICA’S young
revolutions are reaching a crunch
point. In Nicaragua the Sandinista
government faces a showdown
with the bosses after suppressing
the first serious military uprising
against it. In El Salvador, amid
growing rumours of a coup from

the right, a new and all-embracing

opposition movement has been

formed.

Evidence of the attempt to co-
ordinate a military overthrow of the
Nicaraguan government began to
emerge after the death of an important
businessman, Jorge Salazar, in a shoot-

out with security forces. Salazar was

shot dead as a gun-running operation
was discovered by police.
Two other important Ieaders of

Howe’'s mini-budget

By Pat Kane

IT WAS ‘Black Mon-
day’ for millions of

working people
throughout Britain.

Chancellor
Howe’'s mini-
budget shows the
desperation of the

Tories as the
economic crisis
bites.

Almost everyone will
suffer through this budget:
pensioners, the unem-
ployed, the sick and infirm
all lose through cuts in
welfare benefits.

If you are lucky enough
to have a job the Tories will
be charging you an average
of £1.25 a week extra
through national insurance
contributions.

Flourish

With many local
authorities planning huge
rate rises of 30-40 per cent to
pay for government cuts,
the Tories are robbing
working people to pay for
the effects of the bosses’
economic crisis.

Howe’s policies will im-
- mediately increase .unem-
ployment. His measures will
not save a single one of the
thousands of redundancies

" to be announced this week.

He has cut £750m
million from the nationalis-
ed industries, which will
cause thousands more

redundancies in steel, min-
ing, and the railway.

Howe announced in
parliament on Monday that
has was sticking to the new
six per cent pay policy for
the public sector.

This would give the
average local government
worker earning £81 a week
before deductions a rise of
only £4 a week. Increased
rates, national insurance,
and cuts in other benefits
will leave them 11p a week
worse off.

The small minority of
wealthy people who own
and control the banks and
industry gain. from Tory
budgets. Last year they
made £3.5bn from interest
and bank charges paid by
the public sector. Bank pro-
fits are reaching all-time
records,

While the National
Health Sevice collapses,
private medical centres for
the rich flourish.

In Margaret Thatcher’s
Tory Britain the rulers get
richer and working people
pay the bill.

Unite

Anger is mounting
against the policies needed
to maintain this crazy
system. As the anger grows,
the Tories look after their
friends.

There will be no 6 per
cent pay policy for the
police, the military, or the
judges. The Tories have
already given the police
three pay rises in 18 months,

P
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THE TORY mini-budget has condemned
millions of pensioners to another winter of
hardship. As prices and inflation rocket, the
Tories had decided to rob the old in order to
maintain the profits of the rich.

Chancellor Howe has axed the guaranteed
inflation-proof pension introduced by the Heath
government in 1971.

The decision will mean that single pensioners
will lose 81p a week, amounting to £42.12 a year. A
married couple will lose £1.31 a week — £68.12 a
year.

Not everyone suffers from Tory cuts.

Sir Robert Mark, ex-Commissioner of the
Metropolitan Police has had a rise in his pension
of £67, bringing it to £478 a week. Sir John Hunt,
former secretary to the Cabinet, had a weekly rise
in his pension of £48, taking it up to £342 a week.
And there was a £38 rise for Sir William Pile,

former chief of the Inland Revenue, who now

banks £268 a week in his retirement.

The upper class knows how to look after its
own elderly, and the working class ngovement
has to do the same.

it was the trade unions and. Labour Party
which fought for the welfare stats. The best way
to support the pensioners Is to kick out Thatcher's
government. ,

g

amounting now to a gigantic
75 per cent wage hike.

The Tories back bench
was shocked to hear Howe
only increase defence spen-
ding by £200m — not the
£500m demanded by the
generals.

The labour movement is
beginning to fight back. The
Tories know this, too. They
see the victory at Gardner’s
— a victory that shatters the
myth that it is impossible to
fight the dole queue.

The Fire Brigades Union
is challenging the six per
cent. The TUC/Labour
Party liaison committee has
called for a week of action
against unemployment in
the new year. Ford workers
have rejected management’s
derisory nine per cent pay
offer.

The anger of working
people has to be organised
and aimed at the Tory
government to change its
policies, but after 18 months

Revd]ution in Central
reaches high point after
Reagan victory

COSEP, the employers’ organisation in
Nicaragua, have been subsequently ar-
rested and accused of attacking state
security. Both developments occurred
after COSEP representatives had walk-
ed out of the governing Council of State
claiming political persecution.
Skirmishes with right-wing forces
have been going on in the northern
regions of the country. Nicaraguan
capitalists have gained confidence after

of Tory rule it should be
clear to everyone that That-
cher will never implement
policies that defend working
people.

The 29 November
demonstration in Liverpool
against unemployment will
show that joint action bet-
ween the trade unions and
the Labour Party can
mobilise tens of thousands
of people against the Tories.

There is a special Labour
Party conference in
January, and it is now
urgent that the TUC is
recalled to plan action
against the government.

Unity has always been
the strength of the labour
movement, and it is needed
now. We need to unite
action against the Tories,
and that means preparing
for an effective general
strike to sweep the Tories
from office and return a
Labour government.

Reagan'’s electoral victory and
statements from his advisers that they
would cut off aid to the Sandinista
government and resume aid to the reac-
tionary governments of El Salvador and
Guatemala.

The US-backed government in El
Salvador is now receiving so-called
‘non-lethal’ aid from the White House,
but has carried forward a programme of
mass killings against the workers and

o,

America

peasants. A recent military drive into
the liberated zones was repelled by the
fierce resistance of the forces organised
by the Faribundo Marti National Libera-
tion Front (FMLN) who now unite all the
groups fighting against the junta.

The growing weakness of the
military junta’s position has provoked a
spate of terrorist outrages carried out
by the extreme right with backing from

forces.

Squeezing the poor until they

THATCHER surrounded by friends. The
police had a 75 per cent index-linked, pay
rise from Thatcher’s government.

the police and army. Rumours of a coup
continue to persist and have been con-
firmed by members of the junta
themselves, who are using it to justify
the need for direct intervention by US

All of these developments point to
the need for the British labour move-
ment to add its voice to the growing
support for the revolutions of Central
America and the Caribbean.

Ford try a
Leyland

By Mick Drake

FORD management
have taken a leaf out
of Michael Edwardes’
book in their response
to their workers’ 1980
wage claim.

They have dismissed
the claim — for increases
of f£15-17.50 a week
across grades, and
shorter hours — as ‘total-
ly unrealistic’.

Instead the company
is making a cash-only of-
fer of 7.5 per cent. They
claim that conceding the
full claim would ‘put at
risk the future of Ford
Britain’. This after record
profits of £386m in 1979.

We face a simple
choice: to give in and be
belted on jobs, speed-up,
demarcation, and ‘disci-
-pline’ in 1981, or to take a
stand.

Ford workers smash-
ed the Labour govern-
ment’s 5 per cent norm in
1978 and can beat the
company’s plans today
with a clear rejection of
the offer by the national
union leaders, mass
meetings in the plants,
and all-out strike action
for the full claim now.

AL,
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Firefighters prepare to

fight the Tories

THE emergency
conference of the
Fire Brigades Union
decided last week
on a policy of one-
day strikes through-
out the country to
achieve their 18.8
per cent pay de-

mand.

The FBU is the first vic-
tim of the govcmmtlept’s new
six per cent pay policy.

. {Jenion lcad’érs w1l¥ meet
the employers —— represen-
tatives of local authorities

— ont more time to see if * -

‘National
- Fire: Officers, who. directed

they will honour the agree-
ment reached after the last
FBU strike. Under this the
firefighters are entitled to an
18.8 per cent pay rise.

The - Tories are also
preparing for action to en-
force their pay policy. They
are mobilising military per-
sonel to break the strike ac-
tion. Special training is now
being given to over 10,000
soldiers, and alternative fire
services are being prepared.

During the last FBU
strike, in the . winter of
1977-78, 1
assisted by members of the
Association of

the army was

operations. The association
is due to meet this week, and
is expected to join the FBU
in opposing the Tory pay
limit. .

The TUC has backed the
dispute, and one immediate
result has been the decision
of the GLC Staffs Associa-
tion in London not to co-
operate with troops who use
their communications net-
work.

Once again, the
firefighters will be in the
forefront of the fight

against pay restraint. They = -~ /

will be looking for support
from all sections of the
labour movement; . - o




Organising for victory

ONE key to the success at Gardner’s is
revealed by Tom Macafee: ‘What brought
such support for militant action was com-
munication’.

Every fortnight prior to the strike there was a
stewards’ meeting in work time, immediately
followed by sectional meetings.

Mike Smethurst, a Gardner's apprentice, ex-
plains: ‘If a steward doesn't go back to the
workforce and they see him or hov once every 12
months, they’ll tell the stewards to piss off when
they call for action.

‘That organisation at Gardner's was what
management wanted to break.’ .

During the seven-week dispute the stewards
set up committees for everything: delegations for
picketing, entertainments, running the canteen,
and more besides.

‘Instead of just sitting around we tried to in-
valve people as much as we could,” Mike re-
counts.

Several hundred of the 2,400-strong workforce
were actively invoived, although the dispute
could have been stronger with an elected strike
committee.

For Gardner's workers there is one problem
they won't face back at work, and that’s a shor-
tage of candidates for the shop steward elections.

Hawker:hunts more redun

From Leicester IMG

TASS and APEX
members at Hawker Sid-
deley’s brush and switch-
gear plant in Lough-
borough were told by
management on I3
November that the com-
pany requires 30 com-
pulsory redundancies.
The white-collar work-

ers are considering strike ac-
tion to oppose these redun-

dancies.

TASS and APEX mem-
bers at the plant supforted
the Gardner’s sit-in by col-
lecting money. .

The AUEW's engineer-
ing section has been collec-
ting names of volunteers for
early retirement and volun-

tary redundancies.
Although the
Loughborough district

committee of the AUEW
sent two donations to Gard-
ner’s, it has not publicised
the occupation locally.

p X M X X J e
-

dancies

Because the plant makes
parts for Hawker Siddeley’s
Harrier jump jets and Cen-
turian tanks, a su f)Iy shor-
tage would be hig

ly embar-
rassing to the government.

By Pete Clifford

away with it.’
Gardner’s now stands as
a model for the whole trade
union movement. In answer
- to the millions who are on
the dole, or facing short-
time it shows the way for-

ward.

The climbdown from
management came at the
end of last week when it
dropped its demand for an
immediate 590 redundan-
cies, and said that from
April next year a voluntary
redundancy scheme would
operate.

If this does not achieve
590  redundancies by
September 1981, manage-
ment will review the posi-
tion.

‘We’ve proved that you
can beat a multi-national,’
says millers shop steward
Kevin Coen. ‘They turned
from a position of picking
off 590 for redundancy, in-
cluding the convenor, to no
enforced redundancies.

‘They intended to smash
the unions, to make more
money. We've proved the
unions were stronger than
they thought.’

Example

The badges worn by
Gardner’s workers declared
‘Enough is enough’, a slo-
gan that has inspired thous-
ands of labour movement

organisations throughout
the country to lend their
support.

- From a trickle of mone
in the first few weeks, cas
from levies raised in
engineering districts and
factories then started to
pour in.

More than that, dockers
in Liverpool and workers in
other industries were pre-
paring to boycott all
Hawker Siddeley products.

Involvement was also in-
creasing within the dispute,

. with up to 500 workers com-
ing into the occupied fac-
tory -each morning. Many
were involved in the delega-
tions despatched nation-
wide to raise support.
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‘WE FOUGHT
AND

AFTER seven weeks of occupation
against redundancies, workers at the
Gardner’'s diesel engine factory in
Eccles, Manchester, have won.

This is how convenor Tom Macafee puts‘
it: ‘We took them to the cleaners. Someone
had to show the Tories that they can’t get

The management’s pro-
ject was simple: to break the
{)ack of the most strongly
organised factory in Man-
chester. Union organisation
at Gardner’s had not pre-
viously been divided by ac-
cepting redundancies.

The 590 redundancies
were announced in response
to a 20 per cent wage claim.
Management said  that
orders were down and a
crisis faced the company.

Yet the evidence flew
back in their face. For 1980,
Hawker Siddeley profits
will be an estimated £120m.
Orders for diesel engines are
up in various parts of the
world.

So when management
had to climb down last week
it admitted that it wanted
many more engines.

The bosses tried every-
thing to break the unions,
from placing the militants
on the redundancy list, to
going over the head of the
strike  leadership,  and
holding secret talks with
full-time union officials.

They even called in the
Bishop of Middleton and
the Electoral Reform Socie-
ty to try a Michael

dwardes-style ballot about
a ballot — all over the head
of the unions.

Kevin Coen explains:

“The Tories had got it across
that the bosses could have a
field day. Employers are
using the recession to take a
hammer to the unions, and
nine times out of ten they
are getting away with it.
‘Now people have got to
say: What about dner’s.
‘We're going back vic-
torious, full of confidence.
We won’t be messed about
again. I hope others will

suhedy eyt

follow our example. We had
people safying before that
you can’t fight. We’ve prov-
ed it — you can!’

_Gardner’s workers are
going back stronger than
ever before. Mick
Smethurst, one of the ap-
prentices involved in the
strike, SI?IYS: ‘We’ve won one
battle. Now we have to win
the war. I would advise
other places to organise for
someone from Gardner’s to
tell them how we did it, and
why — to give them some
incentive.’

The message from Gard-
ner’s workers to Thatcher
and her friends is simply put
by Kevin Coen: ‘We want

other workers to say we’re -

not going te be made redun-
dant, we’re going to follow
(_.‘vardner’s example.’ )

RN Caeregriey oAy

The £ and p of solidarity

THE delegation and fund-
raising committees at Gard-
ner’'s were the centre of ac-
tivity in the occupation.
They sent groups of Gard-
ner's workers all over the
country to raise support.

Tens of thousands of pounds
were collected. Levies were being
organised in five districts of the

Engineering Union — the main-
-union involved in the dispute-

and in many.factories. - . *

When the victory came, the oc:

B SR BT o sl e

ET T R

cupation had just received a
cheque for £1,000 from Upper
Clyde Shipbuilders and a pledge of
£5,000 from a power station in
London.

Much of this financial support
was fought for by the Gardner’s
workers themselves. They found
tremendous enthusiasm at union
branches and shop steward com-
mittees around Britain.

Kevin Coen says: ‘We won this
strike without a.lot of help from

- the AUEW head office. They even

messed us about with our £9 a
week strike pay. It was one thing

L

-

" ‘Socilist EHalle

getting the dispute made official,
and another getting the bloody
money out of them.’

Gardner’s workers were lucky.
Their union organisation was good
and the company had orders in.

Kevin Coen again: ‘The ma-
jority of the working class, if they
could see the union leaders sup-
porting their struggles, it would be

" different. The union officials have
to show a lead from the top. We
could have done a lot more if

- Labour Party leaders had come

“‘behind us.”

hge " 2rNdvember 1980 Page 3
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By Celia Pugh

MINERS and steel
workers joined
other trade
unionists in a lobby
of the TUC na-
tionalised industries
committee in Car-
diff on 17
November.

The 150 lobbyers — in-
cluding delegates from the
South Wales NUM lodges
and the miners’ executive,
the Llanwern and Port
Talbot steel action groups,
Cardiff Trades Council and
many political organisa-
tions — demanded that the
TUC should lead national
industrial action on jobs.

They also called for a
special TUC conference to
prepare plans for this ac-
tion.

Carl Timbrell,an Elec-
tricians* Union member of
the Port Talbot action
group explained: ‘It’s un-
printable what I could say
about this nationalised in-
dustries committee.

Power .

‘During the steel dispute
they did all in their power to
block strike action for jobs.
We’ve got to pressure them
to call for national strike ac-
tion. It’s about time
someone stood up and did
something about getting this
government out.’

Vincent Court, from
the South Wales NUM ex-
ecutive, backed this up:

‘I don’t agree with the
civil disobedience nonsense
coming from the Wales
TUC. Our movement has its
traditions. If we want to
start a fight it has to mean
strike action.’

An open letter from the
organisers of the lobby, the
Llanwern  steel action
group, spelt out these
demands. So did a letter
from Plaid Cymru which
argued that ‘workers in fac-
tories should be encouraged
to occupy their workplaces’.

Lobby

The nationalised in-
dustries committee finally
agreed to meet a delegation
from the lobby. Moss Evans
chairperson of the commit-
tee, said:

‘In the past, many na-
tional decisions have not
been followed through by
the TUC. We can discuss
whether the problem lay
with the leadership or the
membership.

‘But we can now say
categorically, where there is
action on jobs, the TUC
leadership will be behind
you. We will give you max-
imum support.’

At a later press con-
ference, Evans reiterated
this position: ‘Appeals to
the government to change
its mind are falling on stony
ground. If you cannot per-
suade people through logic
and persuasion, then we
must do so through in-
dustrial action.’

But then came the rub —
‘This industrial action will
not be initiated nationally,
gucti from below,” Evans ad-

ed.

Members

Speaking on behalf of
the lobby delegation, Tom-
my Lyons, Electricians’
Union branch secretary
from Port Talbot replied:
‘It seems that you are saying
that if the members don’t
act then you will do

— - nothing.

- The dole heaps

of Wales

How unemployment in Wales
has grown and grown

October 1979: 85,400 out of work
Unemployment rate 7.9%

9,500 job vacancies

October 1980: 129,000 out of work
4,400 job vacancies
9,995 school leavers

unemployed

‘We need national instructions
for action’—Welsh steelworkers

SHOTTON,
ex-steel town:

14.6% out of work

LAMPETER, a rural area:
* 18.2% out of work

Unemployment figures are for October 1980,
issued by the Department of (Un)Employ-
ment. The average unemployment rate for Bri-

‘The difficulties we face
inside the plants are created
because no positive lead has
come from the TUC. We
need national instructions
for action. A national con-
ference, backed by regional
conferences is needed to
prepare the ground for
strike action.’

A subsequent meeting of
lobbyers consideéred the out-
come of the delegation
meeting with the TUC com-
mittee. Ray Davies,
chairperson of the Llanwern
action group, remarked:
‘We are in a stronger posi-
tion after today.

‘We  have achieved
something through our lob-
by. We can now go back to

our plants and say that any
action we take will get the
backing of the TUC. We
couldn’t say that at the
beginning of the year.’

The Port Talbot action
group and NUM represen-
tatives agreed with this, but
referring to Moss Evans’
statement that “‘If the
members decide they don’t
want action then today’s
decision will be mean-
ir(ligless’, Carl Timbrell add-
ed:

‘We must now turn to
the steel unions’ leaders
and make sure that they
take a lead for industrial
action against redundan-
cies.’

EBBW VALE:
16.7% out
of work

PORT TALBOT,
- steel town:
12.7% out of work 0

CARDIFF

F ight for Jobsmee—

ISTC Conference:
More Closures or a
national Fightback

Patrick Sikorski

THERE were a lot of
empty seats at the
conference

annual
of the steel union,

IDRIS JONES,
lodge secretary of
the threatened Ty
Mawr Pit:

‘We’ve had nothing
positive from the national
C and now we’re calling
for action. National demos
are okay, but they are not
“enough. A general strike is
what we need.’

RAY DAVIES, ISTC
Llanwern steel ac-
tion group:
‘Demonstrations are
magic but the Tories have
a majority in parliament.
Action there has no im-

act.

‘The main defence of
the working class is action
by trade unions. The
dockers showed that with

TOMMY LYONS,
Electricians’ Union
branch secretary,
Port Talbot steel
plant:

‘We know the steel
and coal industries won’t
last another three years of
Thatcher. Our target has to
be to get rid of the Tory
government.

_ ‘Even if the TUC
choose a different target
and try to change the
Tories’ minds, they will
still need industrial action.
Nothing else will have an

effect.’

their national strike threat.
We want this sort of action
from the TUC.’

RON SAINT, South
Wales NUM ex-
ecutive:

‘The miners of South
Wales. have had enough.
We will strike against pit
closures. The Tories are at-
tacking us on every front
— pay, cuts, closures,

5 7otc'ial security benefits, the
ot.

c ‘We have to take them
& on. If the ball has to start
© rolling somewhere, we’ll

= start it in South Wales, but

{Report)

rrock

St

Unity moves between Welsh
miners and steelworkers

‘THE rumoured closure of a steel
plant in South Wales would be
devastating for Welsh pits,’ said
a miners’ leader last week..

This was the message given by
Don Hayward, South Wales NUM
administrative officer, to represen-
tatives of the Llanwern steel action
group.

Earlier this year, the British Steel
Corporation stopped the use of
Welsh coking coal at the Port Talbot
steel plant. A cut of almost a third in
Welsh coking coal production
followed.

These are the harsh facts behind
the unity now building up between
steelworkers and miners in Wales.
The joint lobby of the TUC held this
month was just a start. Talks are

underway about more - joint
" meetings, demopnstrations, and
newsletters. :

Miners and steelworkers are both
campaigning for national industrial
action against pit and steel closures.
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Ten Welsh pits are threatened
with closure in the next 12 months,
with a job loss of 7,600. The South
Wales NUM executive has a clear
mandate from miners for strike ac-
tion as soon as these threats are car-
ried out.

Yorkshire NUM executive is cam-
paigning for the same response from
its members if the eight Yorkshire
pits are axed.

Arthur Scargill, Yorkshire NUM
president, estimates that 25,000 pit
jobs could disappear in Britain in the
next two and a half years as 50 pits
are shut.

Waterworkers in Wales are plann-
ing strike action for a 35-hour week
and against Tory wage restraint.
Firefighters and civil servants are
joining their English and Scottish
sisters and brothers in strike action
to break the 6 per cent pay norm.

Despite setbacks earlier this year,
Welsh workers are rebuilding their
confidence to take on the Tories with
united industrial action.

then the TUC must take a
lead and make it national.’

the ISTC, held at

GM Cookson (Socialist Challenge)

WELSH miners on the march — alongside
steelworkers, they want national industrial
action against closures

Congress House

last Saturday.

They should have
been filled by delegates
representing the 50,000
steelworkers who have
tost their jobs this year.

The response from
general secretary Bill Sirs
to those delegates who
attacked the executive
for not organising a na-
tional fightback and who
wanted national in-
dustrial action in the
event of any further
closures and job loss,
was that ‘when they say
the EC has been dodging
its responsibilities it
makes me puke’.

Sirs wasn’t half so
sick as most of the
delegates at the end of
what was more a rally
than a conference.

Even in a normal year
an ISTC conference can-
not make decisions that
are binding on the ex-
ecutive but after the steel
strike Sirs and the ex-
ecutive had wanted to
cancel the week-long
delegate conference.

Only a storm of pro-
test from the branches
forced the executive to
hold a one-day con-
ference that lasted just
4% hours and had no
resolutions placed before
it.

Undaunted, delegates
from the floor argued for
a fighting alternative to
save the 25,000 jobs
which are still threatened
as a result of the Euro-
pean Common Market
Steel Agreement — the
D’Avignon Plan — and
BSC’s Corporate Plan
due for publication on 12
December.

Ray Davis, an ISTC
branch secretary from
Lianwern and a supporter
of the Llanwern Steel Ac-
tion Group, called for an
‘end to isolationism and a
national fightback now’.

GM Cookson (Socialist Challenge)

BILL SIRS — not as
sick as some

The dockers had
shown the way, he said.
When 178 were threaten-
ed with redundancy in
Liverpool they had
replied with a national
strike call.

‘We can’t hide behind
the skirts of the TUC or
lock to parliament or the
EE¢..” Ray added. ‘This-
unizn has to fight. This
EC having been put into
office must take on the
responsibilities of leader-
ship and authorise na-
tional industrial action
against any further job
loss.’

Delegates from
Scotland, Corby and
Workington spoke in
favnur of this approach,
and 77 delegates, in-
cluding three executive
mesaibers and two full-
time officials signed a
Llanwern Steel Action
Group national
steelworkers petition
calling for ‘the executive
committee .of the steel
unions to taike necessary
steps to call for a national
strike’, ‘to lay plans for
this industrial action, and
to organise a campaign
throughout the plants to
win support from the
membership.’




The great
benefits
robbery

By Alison Cooper

protest
massive cuts in social
security payments in-
troduced the same
day.

These cuts are the result
of two recent Acts of parlia-
ment which also threaten
the jobs of social security
staff. One million, eight

DEMONSTRATIONS
| were held last Monday
all over the country to
against

hundred and five thousand
claimants will be worse off,
and, through delaying the
date of the annual increase
in benefits by two weeks,
£125m will be cut from the
social security budget.

Other measures include
cutting payments to
strikers, and only increasing
unemployment sickness,
and , invalidity benefit by
11.5 per cent instead of 16.5
per cent, the estimated rate
of inflation.

The demonstators in-
cluded unemployed, retired,
sick and disabled claimants
and members of the two
civil service unions. This
represents a  significant
strengthening in unity be
tween claimants and civil
service workers.

Lambeth steering committee

By Vanessa Wiseman
President, Lambeth Trades Council

DELEGATES from all over the coun-
try came to the first meeting of the
steering committee elected by the
Lambeth anti-cuts conference earlier
this month.

They decided on a plan of activity
to follow on from the success of the
conference.

The 6 per cent wage limit was seen as
yet another attack on local government
services. With strict cash limits being im-
posed by the Tories, there are even fewer
options open to workers and councillors
who want to maintain services and jobs.

Michael Heseltine has now postponed
the date for the announcement of the
new rate support grant, which deter-
mines the levels of local government sub-
sidy from Westminster.

Rush

It was due to be announced on 4
December, but is now delayed until some
time in January. It gives local authorities
even less time to plan action against
cuts, and right-wing councils will use this
as an excuse to make cuts. The delay will
force councils to rush the preparation of
their budgets, and in the rush cuts will be
made.

The postponement ironically coin-
cides with the special Labour Party local

government conference called for 6

- December by the party executive in order
to divert support from the Lambeth con-
ference.

The Tories will be watching to see if
the ‘official’ cuts conference decides to
organise any fightback. The Lambeth
steering committee will be sending Ted
Knight, leader of Lambeth Labour council

Policies to flght the cuts

ON 1 November,
hundreds of deleg-
ates from all over
the country attend-
ed the one-day con-
ference called by
Lambeth Labour
Party and trade
unions to plan ac-
tion against Tory
cuts in local govern-
ment.

After a wide-ranging
discussion, the conference
voted on resolutions and
amendments. The following
.are extracts from the policy

to argue that the rest of the movement
should adopt the same fighting policies
as the Lambeth conference.

The Liverpool demonstration this
Saturday will be an ideal opportunity to
win support for the Lambeth positions.
The steering committee has agreed to
produce a leaflet to publicise the policies
needed to fight cuts. We hope to be able
to produce an anti-cuts newsletter.

Stand

Action against the cuts has to have
the support of both labour councillors
and local and national trades unionists.

Lambeth manual unions have taken a
firm stand. They are planning two weeks
of strike action aimed against the Tories.
They hope that this will coincide with any
fight against the new 6 per cent pay
policy, especially if the Fire Brigades
Union is on strike.

Ted Knight, along with other Labour
council leaders has to maintain a deter-
mined stand against cuts. Lambeth is at
the forefront of the anti-cuts fight, and
the steering committee wants to make
sure that Ted Knight is not left to stand
alone.

The date set for the recall conference
is 17 January. We want it to be a working
conference, to plan solidarity action
against the Tories and with any section of
the public sector fighting back.

Unlike the last conference, this one
will be open to delegates from local
Labour Party wards, industrial unions,
and shop stewards committees. We
want it to be the broadest conference
possible, to make sure that the Tory
plans for the public sector are stopped
once and for all.

Credentials are available from: Local
Government in Crisis, Steering Committee,
Room 103, Lambeth Town Hall, Brtxton
Hill, London SW2 IRW.

Clay Cross fought Iast Tory govemment alone — the same
mustn’t happen to Lambeth.

houses or land, with

TED KNIGHT

Sheffield Labour Party
votes to sell houses

By Rab Bird, AUEW

ON the advice of the district Labour Party in
Sheffield, the city council has decided to sell
council houses. Support for this proposal at
the district meeting, which was attended by
130 delegates, was overwhelming.

What  decided the
meeting was the announce-
ment from officials of
district 28 of the Confedera-
tion of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions, which
represents 50,000 local
workers, that there was no
support on the shopfloor to
fight the sales at this time.

There is significant
pressure for a fight on jobs,
services, and housing in

Planning action against the cuts

Photo: Peter Harrap (Repott)

‘A campaign against the

statement adopted by the
conference.

The statement outlines
the action needed from both
trade unionists and Labour
councillors to save jobs and
services:

‘Specifically, Labour
councils and councillors
should undertake...

*no cuts in jobs or ser-
vices — no redundancies;

*to mamtam services,
with no running down of
direct labour;

*no rent rises or sup-
plementary rate increases
this financial year... or... to
compensate for government
cuts;

*no sales of council

Lambeth and all other coun-
cils reversing their decisions
to sell houses;

*to work with local anti-
cuts committees and com-
munity groups to build up
local - support among
residents;

*to introduce a 35-hour
week for all employees...

cuts can best be effectively
launched in the first in-
stance by local councils tak-
ing an uncompromising
stand against government
policies, with the support of
trade unionists in the public
and private sectors taking
action to defend jobs and
services...

‘Where Labour coun-
cillors carry out cuts, their
Labour parties should fight
for their replacement by
those who are not prepared
to make cuts...’

The conference voted
that:  ‘Trade  unionists
should consider..

*refusing to co- -operate
with  new  government
legislation, for example the
sale of -ouncil houses, and
to take strike action agamst
victimisation..

*refusing to co- operate
with management whenever
cuts are involved...

*taking industrial action
if redundancies are
threatened. This could in-
clude withdrawal of co-
operation, union meetings
in working hours, lightning
walk-outs, strikes ‘and oc-
cupations of premises...

*no crossing of picket
lines...

*no cover for vacancies
and a campaign against
voluntary redundancies and
‘natural wastage’... stopp-

ing overtime and fight for a
shorter working week...

*Non co-operation with
the introduction of new
technology...

*refusal to deal with in-
creased charges...’

In order to implement
these policies, the con-
ference voted to ‘establish a
steenng committee to
organise a_systematic cam-
paign to win support for ac-
tion against Tory attacks on
local government; to ex-
change and disseminate in-
formation on the action be-
ing taken in different labour
movement organisations,
especially details of those
councils, trade unions and
Labour parties willing to
make the commitments call-
ed for by this conference.

“This steering committee
should be mandated to call a
further  conference to
organise action in support
of councils or councillors
penalised by the Tories.’

The full statement is
available from: Local
government in crisis —
steering committee, Room
103, Lambeth Town Hall

Brixton Hill, London SW3

IRW
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Sheffield. But the ruling
Labour group has prefered
to listen to the district
Labour Party than get out
into the factories and find
out the real mood on the
shopfloor.

Sector

When the Gardner’s
workers  visited Sheffield
they received massive sup-
port from every sector of
the labour movement. They
raised thousands of pounds
in shopfloor collections,
and won the support of all
the main engineering fac-
tories.

For many, the Gardner’s
occupation represented the
front-line in the fight
against redundancies. With
Heseltine’s auction of coun-
cil homes, and his ban on
building new houses, the ef-
fects of the cuts are becom-
ing mcreasm ly obvious.

A small but significant
step in linking activists in
the Labour Party and on the
shopfloor in Sheffield are
the new Labour Party fac-
tory branches. These have
been set up in three of the
largest engineering works in
the city.

Plans are under way to
establish a branch for coun-
cil workers, and another for
the local hospitals.

These branches can be
far more than simply discus-
sion groups or
recruiting grounds. One of
the first jobs is to ensure
that they are represented on
local general committees
and the district party to
bring workplaces issues into
the heart of the party.

Defeat

The factory branches
will need to play a vital role
in bringing the fight against
the Tories on cuts, jobs, and
missiles directly into the
workplace. At the end of the
day, it will be shopfloor
power that will defeat the
Tories.

5,000
march for
Eileen
Crosbie

By Roger Tanner

FIVE thousand teach-
ers from all over
England and Wales
demonstrated in Not-
tingham last week to
demand the reinstate-
ment of Eileen
Crosbie.

Eileen was sacked in
January for refusing to
teach a nursery class with
more than the recommend-
ed number of pupils.

The demonstration, call-
ed by the executive of the
National Union of
Teachers, showed the
strength of feeling on the
issue and for the union to
take a militant stand against
education cutbacks.

The  executive  has
organised a ballot of all
Nottinghamshire teachers
to allow extensive strike
action in the new year.

Members of the union’s
executive committee did not
convince their members that
they were totally committed
to such action. Motions to
the executive are needed
from all areas demanding
that they support the Notts

» b .
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TITAN MINUTEMAN
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SINCE the end of
the Second World
War, capitalist poli-
ticians and their
media have con-
tinually warned of

the buildup of
Soviet military
might.

They have painted a
frightening picture of a
‘peace-loving, demo-
cratic West, striving to
keep up with, or stay
just ahead of the Soviet
nuclear menace.

his idea of a neck-
and neck race is
ludicrous, and you won't
find any sane bookie lay-
mg a price against the
USA.

Ever since the first
atomic bombs wiped out
the populations of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
the Russians have trailed
well behind the Western
powers in nuclear capa-
city.

The nuclear ‘race’
started on the 6 August
1945, at Hiroshima, when
the US dramatically an-
nounced to the weorld
that it had perfected an
atomic bomb and was
fully prepared to use it.

In 1946, a year after
the two bombs had been
dropped, the Soviet
Union had neither atomic
weapons nor missiles.
The Red Army had
nothing more advanced

Military balance:
missiles and warheads

USA warheads

USSR warheads

USSR missiles

1

USA missiles

oo

80 R1 8e s

Same number of missiles — but not of

warheads.

than ‘tactical’ and
‘conventional’ weapons
and it took the Soviet
Union wuntil 1949 to
erfect its own atomic
omb.

Soon the USSR was
behind again as the
Americans exploded the
hydrogen bomb.,

In 1960 the US produc-
ed the nuclear-powered
Polaris submarine, which
was equipped  with
missiles with a range of
1200 nautical miles. It
took the Soviet Union un-

til 1980 to catch up in this .

particular area.

In 1968 the USA intro-
duced the Multiple Re-
entry Vehicle (MRV), a
device which increases
the number of targets a
single missile can hit. It
took the Soviets two
years to catch up with
that one.

In the same year the
USSR did sneak the lead
in developing anti-balli-
stic missile missiles and
deployed 64 of them
around Moscow to de-
fend the capital. Within a
fairly short time the

Arms race- US the odds on favourite

ABMs had been rejected
as militarily ineffective.
In 1970 the USA turn-
ed out the MIRV, a multi-
ple warhead that enables
one missile to hit three to
10 individually selected

targets as far apart as 100

miles.

At the latest count the
USA leads the arms race
with a total of 8,870
warheads to Russia‘s
3,810. When you add in
the British and French
stocks of nuclear
weapons the lead stret-
ches even further.

Now the Cruise
missile is arriving on the
scene with an accuracy
down to metres,
capable of flying under
radar and therefore able
to strike without warn-
ing.

It is also relatively
cheap. The missiles
being developed by
Boeing are expected to
cost less than $750,000
cash, which is a lot less
than a modern battle
tank.

The plan is to arm be-
tween 80 to 130 BS52G
planes with 20 long-range
missiles each by the mid-
‘80s. This will increase
the total killing power of
the US strategic nuclear
forces by a factor of
more than 100 over the
1979 figure.

By then the so-
called nuclear arms
race will have turned
into a procession.

Democracy and the homb

MARGARET Thatcher
and company, along
with Bill Rodgers and
his friends, say we need
nuclear weapons to de-
fend our democratic
way of life. Yet the
‘Mother of Parliaments’
did not have a single
discussion on nuclear
weapons from 1964 to
1980.

- Not that nothing was hap-
pening in those years; frantic
nuclear stockpiling was tak-
ing place, and Britain itself
was steadily increasing its
military expenditure.

The last Labour govern-
ment actually boosted its
military commitment in real
terms by three per cent in
response to a request from
NATO.

In 1973, Tory premier Ed-
ward Heath  personally
authorised the ‘Chevaline’
programme. This involved
modernising the nuclear
warheads on Britain’s Polaris
missiles. When Heath was
swept out of office in 1974,
Labour inherited the pro-

13,000
Hiroshimas

ON THIS page BOB PENNINGTON shows how
the ruling class defends democracy with the aid
of nuclear weapons, and how draconian laws
will permit them to shoot, out of hand, those
undemocratic people who object to being fried
to death.

Defence Secretary
Francis Pym in the
cockpit of a Tor-
nado fighter

N

He also looks at the ‘Arms Race’ and insists
that all the evidence shows that the USA has led
that ‘contest’ from pillar to post. As Pennington
says, no sane bookie would quote you odds
against the US winning.

tion Chevaline at a cost of one
thousand million pounds.
This was a decision in de-
fiance of official Labour
policy so no one told the
Cabinet, the House of Com-
mons, the Labour Party ex-
ecutive, or the British people.

The money spent was hid-
den from public view by civil

It looks
bad

‘t THINK what we have to
tell them will scare the
pants off them.... What we
are asking concillors to en-
visage is so appalling that

gramme. servants performing their they will have difficulty ac-

Later Callaghan, Healey, patriotic duty — in other cep‘{ing it.’ i
Owen, and Mulley g0t  circles they call it fiddling the —  Bernard Brook-
together and agreed to sanc- books. Partgridge, chairperson of
Parliament had no more the Greater London Coun-

cil’s public services com-

say on the question of Cruise mittee, November 1978.

missiles. The decision to

cinder.

Clearly you cannot have
these people causing trouble
during a ‘long warning’
period. So the state has given
itself the power to take over
all news services.

In the last 48 to 24 hours
of the ‘warning period’, the
government will pass power
over to local commissioners,
granting them dictatorial
authority, including the right
to execute people.

The regional authorities
will operate through the
police and military to make

Your new
diet

ROBIN Mead, vice
chairperson of Civil Aid,
told a press conference in
February 1978: ‘...after a
nuclear attack people
would have to take what
they could get. if you saw a
frog running about you
would have to wash it
down to get rid of radioac-
itlva dust, cook it and eat
.

locate this weapon in Britain
was taken at a NATO meeting
in Brussels on 12 December
1979. On 24 January 1980 a
hapless House of Commons

James Scott-Hopkins ex-
plains, you can not tell people
what a nuclear war involves
otherwise there would be ‘un-

sure that the local population
does its democratic duty. If
the need arises, they will

ing an extra £18m to provid.
deep shelters for central and

No comment

‘HYSTERICAL exchanges
between several local coun-
cillors reduced our first
Nuclear Home Defence
committee to a shambles,’
said Mr Bob Tufton, a
veteran of two world wars.

‘I told the meeting that it
was our job to explode the
myth that the country would
be destroyed in a nuclear
holocaust. My calculations
reveal that at least 3 per cent
of the population of West
Suffolk would survive.’

‘The trouble started
when Miss Flitch said that
no provision had been made
Sor chemical toilets. She
reckoned we would need
about 8000 chemical toilets
to carry on in the normal
way. This produced some
Jjeering from the defeatist
element on the committee,
one of whom asked what we
would do when 100,000 con-
taminated Londoners
poured into our village. I
said that this figure was
most unreliable considering
PFR — Probable Fatality
Rate — but if they came
they would be shot.’

‘Bob  Tufton is a
lunatic,” said Mr George
Williams a Labour coun-
cillor. ‘What we need is a
one-day survival seminar.
But we could not debate
anything because all the
plans are secret.’

® From the ‘Sussex Ex-
press’ 18 April  1980.
Quoted by Christopher
Logue in ‘Private Eye’.

THE Home Office planners
say that a nuclear attack
on Britain today would in-
volve nuclear weapons
equivalent to about 13,000
bombs of the type dropped
on Hiroshima.

That bomb killed at
least 200,000 people.
Women had still birthsand
thousands of people were
driven mad.

There were at least
6,500 A-Bomb orphans.

-

was informed of NATO’s
pre-Xmas gift, and, for the
first time, of the Chevaline
programme.

My old Sunday school
teacher used to insist that
‘God works it strange and
mysterious ways’. So, pre-
sumably, does parliamentary
democracy; its defence in-
volves undemocratic
measures including the sup-
pression of facts.

As the Tory Euro-MP, Mr
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warranted panic’.

Lord Belstead, who is
boss of civil defence affairs at
the Home Office feels that
defending peoples’ demo-
cratic right to survive a
nuclear holocaust has to take
second place to saving

 money. He rejects the idea of

a national shelter system
because it would cost ‘billions
and billions and billions of
pounds’.

Instead he favours spend-

regional government.  resort to weapons.
Everybody else has to These  measures  are
whitewash their windows,

wrap jackets around their
heads and make sure the gas
and electricity is turned off —
measures recommended in the
Home Office pamphlet Pro-
tect and Survive.

The state has made — in
secret — careful preparations
to look after democracy in the
event of a nuclear war. It is
concerned about trouble-
makers who might have some
objection to being burnt to a

designed to make sure that
people can’t take action
against the threat of a nuclear
war, or, if a war does take
place, that the few survivors
will be unable to vent their
wrath on Thatcher and co,
when they emerge from their
deep shelters. :

Of course the people who
will run the news services, and
the commissioners who will
hand out the death sentences,
will not be elected. These last-

ditch defenders of democracy
will be upper class thugs, ap-
pointed by the ruling class
and responsible to the ruling
class alone.

The only choice we will
have — if we allow them fo
have their way — will be to be
blown to smithereens in a
nuclear war or, if we survive
that, to be shot by some state-
appointed killer for pro-
testing too hard about our
fate.
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Socialists
and
Poland

I HAVE
Socialist

‘turned to

Challenge
because the Interna-
tional Marxist Group
seems to have a more ra-
tional outlook than either
the Socialist Workers
Party or the Communist
Party, especially on intar-
national affairs.

But | am not clear on
your attitude to Poland.
Socialists must support
free trade unions, at least
in capitalist countries,
but what are the Polish
strikers demanding? Ap-
parently higher wages
and more food in the
shops. But how will
higher wages put more
food in the shops? .

Obviously it is neces-
sary to reorganise
agriculture on socialist

lines, but nobody
demands that.
To make matters

worse, it appears that
Polish workers are
demanding religious
education in schools;
that children should be
brought up to believe in
the father-ruled family,
as ordained by an
almighty male god.

The Polish Pope has
made his position clear:
no divorce, no contra-
ception, no abortion. The
Catholic Church, like
Islam, is an international
menace, in spit¢ of the
active participation of in-
dividual priests in revolu-
tionary activity.

These same people,
on the achievement of

. their revolutionary objec-

tive, would send women
back into the home to be
dominated by men.

The long-expected
Russian invaders of
Poland have still (at the
time of writing) got
‘snow on their boots’. |
think that whether or not
they invade depends on
how far the Soviet Union
believes the ‘free world’
has 3ot its fingers into
the Polish pie.

The USSR cannot af-
ford to have the enemy
on its very frontiers. To-
day it is, as in the ‘30s, in
danger of simultaneous
attack from both east
and west.

Is the Soviet Union a
progressive or a reac-
tionary world force? The
SWP does not answer
this question, and neither
does the CP. Can the
IMG answer it?

Yours for socialist
unity
KATHLEEN JONES,
Shrewsbury

Building a
popular
women’s
movement

I AM accused by Esther
Saraga of being ‘wholly
negative about the activities
of the women’s liberation
movement’, with the excep-
tion of Women’s Aid and
the National Abortion
Campaign (letters, 6 Nov).

My article was .not
directed towards the
women’s liberation move-
ment as a whole. It was an
attempt to raise some ques-
tions about the success of
the socialist feminist cur-
rent, .

1 think Esther’s response
is too defensive; Women
Against Racism and
Fascism was important in
encouraging women to fight
racism, particularly during
the Grunwick strike, but I
would maintain that it had a
sectarian attitude towards
the Anti Nazi League and
this contributed towards its
demise.

Likewise on Ireland the
work that the women’s
movement is involved in
around Armagh Jail has

Jazz: the music of

democracy

J BELL's nit-picking (Letters, 13
Nov) over Skip Lazlo’s interview
with percussionist Max Roach is
reminiscent of something that has
bedevilled the British music press
for years. What it boils down to,
essentially, is a continual white
whine: ‘the niggers ain‘t playing it
{or saying it} the way they used to’.

Far from being ‘incoherent rub-
bish’, Roach's brief statements are
welcome and overdue in the left
press which, incidentally, general-
ly reflects this country’s media
conspiracy to ignore the process of
African-American art music.

But more importantly, few
musicians have devoted so much
of their life to political change.
Roach has been continually at the

forefront of black struggle, and to
castigate him as a ‘loonie’ because
he uses the word democracy in a
way your correspondent fails to
recognise, does great disservice to
an individual whose radical stance
is a matter of record.

True, Lazlo’s rather inaccurate
grasp of some aspects of the
music’s history obscured some of
Roach’s comments, but lack of
space probably accounted for his
failure to put in context what the
drummer said concerning Billie
Holiday’s ‘Lady in Satin’,

For the record, aithough this
album was cut when the singer
was a shadow of her former self, it
is regarded by musicians and
listeners alike as one of her classic
recordings. As a reflection of the

way America destroys its most
talented individuals it is deeply —
painfully — moving, yet it is the
music’s capacity to convey the
personal history of the artist
which, as Roach aiso points out,
sets it apart.

‘Jazz’ (for want of a better
word) is indeed ‘the music of
democracy’, providing an oppor-
tunity for interaction and develop-
ment not found in symphonic
music. It is the perfect antidote to
conformity, too.

Roach was not implying that
the music he helped to shape was a
backdrop for the American Dream.
Rather he made it clear that the
music exists despite the repression
surrounding those who create it.

VAL WILMER, London SW12

Max Roach in action

been vital in highlighting
brutality in Ireland, but
some women have dismissed
the significance of building
a movement for troop
withdrawal here in Britain.
The issue of Scarlet
Woman about Ireland that
Esther referred to did not
have one article explaining
why troop withdrawal was
something British women
could fight for now.
Socialist feminism has to
avoid falling into the tra
set for so -many Britisﬂ
socialists of concgptratin
on ‘consciousness  taising
within the movement as an
alternative to building a
popular movement for

women’s liberation.
Feminists have had the
ﬁreatest impact when they
ave united in action on key
aspects of women'’s oppres-
sion; abortion and battered
women were simply given as
two examples of this. A
failure to understand this
could mean that socialist
feminists turn their backs on
the problems of building a
popular movement — very
vital in the present economic
climate — and instead adopt
an insular approach. This
was my point in writing the
article.

VALERIE COULTAS,
Birmingham .

Workers Socialist League

6th Anniversary Rally

Speakers from Socialist Press and Trotskyist
International Liaison Committee

Plus new film on H Block Hunger Strike and ‘Courage
of the People’ (film on Workers’ Struggles in Bolivia)
2.30pm Saturday 6 December

New Ambassadors Hotel, Upper Woburn Place,
London WC1 (Opp. Euston Station)

Tickets £1.50 on the door

Adwaest dispute
— urgent appeal

MANY readers of this paper will have followed
the events of the Adwest dispute in Reading,
where 60 workers were sacked for defending a
svorker victimised during a struggle for a decent
wage rise and greater democratic rights in the

factory. .

Our sacked convenor, Danny Broderick, was
arrested on 2 July for standing alone in the gate-
way during a mass picket. At the mass picket on
14 July, 26 more people were arrested for defen-

ding the right to picket.

Unfortunately, in the face of overwhelming
odds, we have not been able to achieve our
demands. But our work is not over. We urgently
need money for bills arising out of our campaign
and for costs incurred in fighting the court cases.

We ask all our supporters to help us out once
again. If you can make a donation, please write
to: D Broderick, 46 Berkeley Ave, Reading, Berks.
All donations will be acknowledged.

The equal responsibility
cop-out on the bomb

CONSIDERABLE confu-
sion has arisen in the
discussion of Soviet
nuclear weapons.

course, as
socialists we are for the
complete abandonment
of nuclear weapons; we
are totally op&oud to
nuclear war. We agree
with John Strauther (let-
ters, 20 Nov) that there
are no ‘workers’ bombs’,
and we insist, as Brian
Grogan does in his 9 Oc-
tober ‘Arguments for
Socialism’ piece, that
‘the vast defence spen-
ding of the USSR is total-
ly unjustified.’

But having said all this
we must face the real
world. The US ruling
class is leading a major
Waestern re-armament
drive, involving a new
round of particularly hor-
rendous nuclear
weaponry, tied as it is to
notions of ‘first strike
capability’ and ‘limited
nuclear war’.

Together with the
$25bn Rapid Deployment
Force, and the massive
military exercises in the
Gulf and the Caribbean,
this constitutes im-
perialism’s response to a
tremendous rise in the
struggles against poverty
and oppression over the
last several years.

The Soviet weapons
are not defensive, in the
sense that they, like any
other nuclear weapons
can blow millions to
pleces. It is a matter of
fact, however, that the
USSR has armed in
response to the in-
itiatives taken by the
West.

Wae do not believe that
by entering this insane
race the Soviet bureau-
crats have the interests
of the world revolution at
heart. Far from it.

Their arms serve the
purposes of nuclear
diplomacy, seeking

always to find a peaceful

division of the world with
capitalism — a starting
point completely at odds
with those fighting to
overthrow poverty and
oppression!

But despite our op-
position to the politics of
the Kremlin, it is obvious
that the main danger to
world revolution comes
from imperialism. And it
is US imperialism that
leads the current war
drive. Equal responsibili-
ty arguments, therefore,

Watch out,
there'’s a red
pencil about

All the letters on this
page have been
edited...so, please try
to keep letters to 300
words.

rest on a failse premise
and are a cop-out from
the actual class struggles
being waged across the
globe.

So far, some say, we
have agreement. But
why shouldn’'t we de-
mand that the USSR
disarm their existing
nuclear weapons as a
spur to mobilisation
against such weapons in
the West? Because the

Soviet nuclear bomb
?OQI have a deterrent ef-
ect.

We can debate the
precise boundaries of
such deterrence, but
givon that imperialism

as launched two mighty

invasions so far this cen-
tury, designed to over-
throw the gains of the
Russian October 1917
revolution, and has
already used nuclear
devices twice in pursuit
of its goal, it would be
the height of folly to de-
mand Russian disarma-
ment before the West.

It is US-led im-
perialism that stalks the
gory road to war.

PAUL SMITH, London
What's Left

RATES for What's Left ads. 5p per
word or £4 per col. inch. Deadline:
noon Sat. prior to publication.
Payment in advance.

HARINGEY Troops Out Movement.
Public meeting on hunger strike. Sup-
ported by local Labour Party. Video
on H Block. Speakers include: TOM,
Sinn Fein, Irish Republican Socialist
Party, plus others. Tue 2 Dec at 8pm.
Brat Road C ity Centre,
Brabant Rd, Wood Green, London
N22.

IRISH Republican Socialist Party.
Demonstration in support of the
hunger strikers in Long Kesh. Assem-
ble at the Crown, Cricklewood,
1.30pm Sat 29 Nov. March to Kilburn

Sq.
EDINBURGH ‘Victory to the
Blanketmen! Political Status Now!’
Public Meeting Wed 3 Dec 7.30pm.
Trades Council Club, Picardy Place.
Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism!
and Sinn Fein speakers. TOM and
others invited.

SPARTACIST Meeting. Smash Bri-
tain’s torture camps! No liberal
schemes — Troops out of Ireland
Now! What strategy for socialist
revolution in Ireland? Speaker:
David Strachan (SL/B Central Com-
mittee) 7.30pm Thur 4 Dec, St
Clements Bldg, Room S175, London
School of Economics. For further in-
formation ring 01-278 2232.
VICTORY to the Blanketmen!
Political Status Now! Revolutionary
Communist Group Public Meeting,
Tues 2 Dec 7.30pm, The Club Room,
Clapham Pool, Clapham Manor St,
London SW4. Tube — Clapham Nor-
th. Adm 25p.

THE SOCIALIST Bookfair moves in-
to its fourth year on Fri 28 Nov
12.30-6.30pm, and Sat 29 Nov 1lam
to Spm. Camden Town Hall, Euston
Rd, London.

VICTORY to the Blanketmen!
Political Status Now! Public meeting
of Liverpool Fight Racism! Fight Im-
perialism! 28 Nov 7.30pm, Stanley
House, Upper Parliament St.

Labour Movement Conference
on Abortion and Positive
Legislation
The fight for positive legislation and
against restrictive Bills needs the
backing of all sections of the labour

movement.

Please show your support by sen-
ding a delegate to the conference
planning meetings, by sponsoring the
conference, by sending out informa-
tion and by sending a donation to
conference funds.

More information frm  <AC,
374 Grays Inn Rd, London WC1
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This week, the papers have been full of the latest
round of government cuts — another £3,500m off
next year’s government spending.
But this has created an immense problem for
Thatcher because Minister of Defence Francis Pym
- refuses to allow the defence budget to be substantial-

ly cut.

Half of the proposed cuts
will be in housing, education,
and transport; the rest will be
clawed back from working peo-
ple in the form of increases in
tax and national insurance. So
much for the Tories’ pledge to
‘restore the real incentive to
earn’.

They claim that these cuts
are necessary. They claim that
workers are pricing themselves
out of a job, and that ‘we’ are
living beyond our means. They
claim that Britain can no longer
afford high wages and good
social services.

But the real question is
whether Britain, or rather the
British working class, can af-
ford Thatcher and the capitalist
system that she ruthlessly
defends.

The priorities of the
madhouse

| In 1979 government spen-
’ ding totalled £114bn. Of that,
nine and a half per cent, £11bn,
went on arms. This proportion
| is planned to rise rapidly. Table
One shows how arms
[ spending is planned to rise in
' relation to other areas of
government spending.

:
: Among Tory commitments
;
]

R T T TIY E e—

on arms spending is £7bn on the
Trident missile. For the price
of one Trident submarine —
and there are to be six or seven
— it would be possible to build
100 hospitals, 200 new schools
or 50,000 new homes. Such
projects are desperately needed
and would guarantee long-term
employment for thousands.
1 If we look at proposed
| government spending, the pic-
ture that emerges is of the
Tories’ commitment fo class
: war against the working class.
They want to halve expen-
diture on employment and in-
i and housing and to com-
} pletely abolish any subsidy to
E the nationalised industries.
F By 1984, while defence

spending will jump over 13 per
cent, the growing number on
the dole will have to share with
the poor and the sick an in-
crease of just 3.8 per cent. It is
worth remembering that social
security benefits increased by
33 per cent over the last four
years, and even then failed to
keep pace with inflation.

The Tories plan to cut spen-
ding on housing by nearly 50
per cent. Spending on educa-
tion, which at the present time

'is substantially higher -than on

defence, will be cut by over ten
per cent and will fall con-
siderably behind defence.

The conclusion from any
analysis of Tory plans is not
just that they are planning cuts,
but that they are quite con-
sciously cutting those areas of
spendingewhich deal with the
life and welfare of working
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people. Anything concerned
with the protection of the
capitalist system will be pro-
tected.

Sacrifices at the Tory
alter

The projections for govern-
ment spending reveal more
than a proposed attack on
working class welfare services.
While Thatcher plans to defend
the capitalist system, individual

capitalists are going to have to
pay a price as well.

As their anger at the CBI
conference revealed, they are
caught between the effects of

the recession, government
policy, and the demands of
their workforce, who in many
sectors are fighting back
against wage cuts and job loss.

The effects of the interna-

tional
resources of British industry
are dramatic. Increased compe-

tition for unstable markets:

forces industry to attempt to
cut costs. Areas of production
which may be essential from
the point of human need are
destroyed because their pro-
fitability has gone. Thousands
are thrown on the dole.

This has two effects on
firms attempting to stay afloat.
First, fixed assets — buildings,
machinery, and so on — are li-
quidated or closed in an at-
tempt to get cash in hand. Se-
cond, they attempt to buy time
by vast borrowing from the
banks. These loans are used to
prop up sagging profits, and re-
equip in the face of mounting
competition.

At the same time each firm
has to minimise its wages’ bill
and the number of its workers
— if the workers fight back
there is more financial trouble.
Borrowing from the banks and
the liquidation of fixed assets is
a ‘live now, pay later’ strategy.
It is based on the belief that
working class demands can be
defeated and capitalism
streamlined and stabilised.

But borrowing has immense
repercussions both for the in-
dividual firm and the economy
as a whole. The mountain of
credit increases the money sup-
gly and fuels inflation, and the

uge amounts that have to be
paid in interest to the banks
prevent individual firms from
making a real recovery in pro-
fits. It is a vicious circle from
which only the banks gain.

In 1978, private industry
owed the banks £2,531m. By

the first half of 1980 it was"

£5,154m. At this rate of expan-

sion (which is unlikely given the

recession), the figure would be

over 12bn by 1982 — or 6 per

gent of the gross national pro-
uct.

recession on the

SOCIALIST BRI

Because of huge interest
yments, the profits of the
anks are soaring, while those

of industry are stagnating. In
1978, the profits of the big four
banks — Barclays, Lloyds, the
Midland, and the National
Westminster —_ totalled
£1,093m.

By 1979 this had increased
to £1,563m. In the same period,
profits in the private sector
went down from £17,290m to
£17,040m.

By and large, despite redun-
dancies, the indebtedness of in-
dustry to the banks is not being
unloaded on to the workers —
it is eating into profit levels. No
wonder the CBI has harsh
words to say about Thatcher.

The domination of the
banks is also graphically shown
by the disastrous financial posi-
tion of local authorities. With
Heseltine slashing government
subsidies, local councils are be-
ing crippled by interest repay-
ments. Of the total local
authority  expenditure  of
£20.5bn last year, 17 per cent —
£3.5bn — went on interest
repayments. Heseltine will not
cut that!

Finally, it is worth lookin,
at the wealth being destroye
through the insanity of unemp-
loyment. According to John
Harrison and Andrew Glynn,
in their book The British
Economic Disaster, the total
cost of idle machinery and
jobless workers in Britain is
£42'45bn per year — a stagger-
ing 25 per cent of the gross na-
tional product.
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On the basis of the fig
quoted here it is easy
calculate the extent
resources wasted by capital
A vast potential exists fo
building of socialism. A
have seen, unemployment
£42)2bn per year, us
weaponry another £8bn. I
been estimated that the co

’ = keeping and servicing
Unemployment is the great- wealth of the top 5 per cer
est indictment of capitalism in our society comes to a fu
Britain today. The resources £8bn. :
that it destroys are essential to Even if we leave aside
build a free and prosperous crazy costs of built-in
socialist society. solescence and the nume




[AIN-ANSWER

THE GRISIS

'H examines the background to the present
economic crisis
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other wastes of capitalism we
arrive at a figure for waste of
£59%bn. It is difficult to see
how we can afford not to be
socialists.

The problem is, how do we
get to socialism from where we
are now?

The first step is to challenge
the priorities of the Tories in
their defence of the capitalist
system. The most glaring exam-
ple of the twisted logic of

- capitalism is its massive re-
. armament programme at a time
- of rapidly growing unemploy-

ment. We demand that this

logic is reversed: JOBS NOT
BOMBS.

Besides the fact that we
abhor the West’s nuclear power
politics, and oppose rearma-
ment which will be used to de-
fend the interests of multi-
nationals across the world, we
fight for a programme of useful
public works.

We need more hospitals,
more homes and more
schools. We need battered
wives’ refuges, nurseries, large
scale facilities for pgeventive
medicine. And W€ need
thousands of building workers,

engineers, trained medical
staff, and transport workers to
work for such a programme.

Workers must not accept
responsibility for the crisis of
capitalism — it is not of their
making. In the face of
capitalism’s attempt to make us
pay for the crisis, we must
stand for the right to work, the
right to decent living standards,
and the right to free and exten-
sive welfare facilities.

The adoption of a 35-hour
week without loss of pay would
create an estimated 10 per cent

more jobs and end unemploy-
ment completely. The imple-
mentation of this proposal —
which was passed at this year’s
TUC — would smash straight
into already deciming profits,
and will require the mobilisa-
tom of the whole worker's
movement. The fight for ths
one ssmpie demand will kead to

a head-om confiict between
capital and labour.
Our movement needs a

charter for jobs to spell out the
crucial steps in the battle
against unemployment, includ-
ing a women’s right to work
and the nationalisation of all
companies creating unemploy-
ment.

Gardner’s succesful oc-
cupation gives a vital lead in the
battle. Occupations go together
with the demand for takeovers
— a central part of a strategy to
fight the ravages of unemploy-
ment. The lessons of Gardner’s
need to be learnt and-acted on
throughout the labour move-
ment.

At the moment the defence
of living standards centres
around the battle against the 6
per cent pay norm. Full support
for the firefighters is the first
step along the road to win the
demand which guarantees the
protection of workers’ living
standards — an automatic in-
crease in ?ay for every rise in
the cost of living.

Equally, an inflation-proof
programme of social expen-
diture would protect our
hospitals and schools from the
ravages of inflation and cuts.

The struggle to implement
the 35-hour week and to build
the movement to smash the 6
per cent requires the active par-
ticipation of the whole of the

workers’ movement. Clearly
the desire for a fight on jobs
and wages is growing, but such
a mood is not reflected in the
leadership of the movement.

We demand the re-call of the
TUC to lead the battle on these
two fronts.

The sort of struggle we need
to defeat this decrepit but
savage social system will lead us-
directly to the doors of the Tory
government; Thatcher and co
are organising and implemen-
ting the programme of the
capitalist class. All social ad-
vances, all progress on any
substantial issue will end up”
confronting the Tory road
block.

-

foll sremgth of the workers
movemes: wil repster fmal
victory agamst the Tores. Thae

is why we must prepare for 2
general strike to bring down the
government.

r
Where we got

This movement, to prepare
for a showdown between the
classes, will go hand in hand

with the struggle for genuine
socialist policies. The platform
of the Labour left contains
much that we can agree on. We
can fight together in opposition
to Cruise and Trident, and
against any form of incomes
policy.

But ultimately their strategy
depends on the idea that
capitalism can be reformed. No
where is this more clearly il-
lustrated than around their
support for import controls.

Besides the obvious in-
ference that it is ‘foreigners’
who are in some way to blame
for the crisis of capitalism — an
idea which feeds racism in the
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worker’s movement — import
controls don’t work. First they
raise prices; without compet:-
tion, British firms would be

<free to expand profits through

increased prices, which would
lower workers’ kiving
dards.

S

Secondly, British exports
would certainly face retalia-
tion. Even the temporary mn-
the Wison govermmmenr wincd
rednced mpar= v 00 2
vegr was Goppec for szt
ths reasom afEr DO FEETS
Goven (e scaie of mporT oom-
rois demamded v the [ 3bowr
icft, = the comsext of the worse
miermational ecOnROmEC SIS
since the *30s, it s doubtiul
whether such controls would
last for two weeks without a
massive and brutal retaliation.

Thirdly, the idea that work-
ers in Britain have anything to
gain by an alliance with their
bosses, in a common battle
against foreign goods, com-
pletely disarms them in the face
of the absolutely inevitable
confrontation that will take
place with those same bosses on
all the questions of basic rights.

What is the alternative?
We need a labour move-
ment plan for the takeover of

the -economy from the
capitalists who have done so
much to wreck the standards of
life and welfare of the workers
of Britain. Such a plan would
start from the demand to open
all the books: let us see the
financial wheeling and dealing,
the hidden wealth and specula-
tion.

Such a plan must end up
with the absolutely necessary
conclusion of nationalisation
of the banks, finance houses,
and all the commanding heights
of the economy, under work-
ers’ control, and implies an all-
out assault on the power and
authority of capitalism.

It would be the programme
of a genuine workers’ govern-
ment leading the class on which
it was based, and from which it
drew its strength, in a battle for
a socialist Britain.



Little in the way of
positive action at
women’s conference

By Denny Fitzpatrick

THE TUC held a
special conference on
positive action for
women last week. Of
the 199 delegates, 52
were from unions, in-
cluding the engineer-
ing union, the miners
and the transport
workers.

Two approaches have
been put forward for discus-
sion by the TUC. The first is
for voluntary agreements
for positive action to be
drawn up by negotiating
bodies and employers.

The second, based on
the affirmative action pro-
grammes in the United
States, is to go for a legally
enforced system of goals
and targets, to increase the
number of women in male-
dominated in “ustries.

Clear

On the whole the
delegates did not see those
two - choices as counter-
posed. Marie Patterson,
chairman (sic) of the TUC
women’s advisory commit-
tee, ‘recognised the need for
both legislation and collec-
tive bargaining’.

It did not become ;clear
during the conference what
changes in the law delegates
wanted. Ginny Dunscombe
of UCATT, a member of
Women i Manual Trades,
was the only delegate to
stress the need for legisla-
tion.

She argued for a quota
system to be established by
law and in collective agree-
ments in order to get women
into male-dominated in-
dustries. This would involve
strengthening  positive ac-
tion in training, which is
already allowed by the Sex
Discrimination Act.

Quotas

Although there was
uncertainty about the sort
of positive action pro-
gramme delegates wanted,
Marie Patterson managed
to conclude that there was
‘more or less overall rejec-
tion of quotas’.

The problem is that
unless goals and targets are
enforced; unless employers
are compelled to review
their employment practices,
progress towards breakmg
down job segregation will be
very slow.
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Many people are oppos-
d to women’s low pay, yet
to tackle it head on it is
necessary to fight the subor-
dinate place of women in
the workforce. Goals and
targets for positive action
are the way to do it.

The law presently for-
bids employers from specifi-
cally taking on women to
redress the balance and

- tackle past discrimination.

While the law allows special
training for women,
management or the unions
cannot set targets for selec-
tion to complement this.
The net result is continuing
job segregation,

How to increase
women’s participation in
the unions took up a large
part of the discussion at the
conference.

The -demands of the
TUC Charter for equality in
the unions, including special
allocation of positions on
committees, training, and
creches, were all seen as
vital, but unfortunately to
the exclusion of the struggle
to get women into new areas
of employment. What each
union should be fighting for
was not debated out. All

that was agreed was that a
report should be made to
the Women’s TUC in
March.

To stimulate the debate,
we should ensure there are
adequate reportbacks of the
conference. Trade union
women’s committees, of-
ficers, and advisory panels
should be bombarded with
requests for day schools and
conferences . to thrash out
positive action program-
mes.

Each union ought to
draw up a plan for how they
intend to fight for positive
action. The TUC should be
pressed for goals and targets
to be mandatory on local
employers. This will mean
changes to parts of the Sex
Discrimination Act. We
should not wait for another
Labour government to fight
for this.

_Apply through your
union branch to see if you
can be delegated to the TUC
Women’s conference.
Trades councils with over
1,800 affiliates are entitled
to send delegates. The dead-
line for motions is 2 January
1981 and delegates have to
be registered by 6 February.

Women trade unionists
demand action against
male violence

By Marian Weir

THE women’s con-
ference of the Scot-
tish Trades Union
Congress, held on
18-19 November,
overwhelmingly
passed a resolution
against male vio-
lence.

Moved by TASS, the
white-collar section of the
Engineering Union, and
seconded by Cathy Finn, of
the teachers’ union EIS, the
emergency resolution
stated:

‘This conference con-
demns the media coverage
of incidents which play on
the fears of women, rather
than helping to direct the
anger of society as a whole
to reforming itself. This
conference calls for con-

certed social actzon against -

male violence.’

The resolution was%a
response to the murder of
Jacqueline Hill in Leeds, the
brutal rabe and assault of a
woman m Glasgow and the

- %

murder of a women in
South London. All these in-
cidents were in the week
previous to the conference.

The conference also call-
ed for the STUC General
Council to reserve two seats
for women. This is an area
where positive discrimina-
tion can be enforced now.

Reserved  seats for
women on committees help
give other women confid-
ence to fight for women’s
issues in the umions,
although this move is obvi-
ously only a beginning.

Where this aspect of
positive discrimination -has
been won, as in the public
services union NUPE, more
women have become active
within the union.

The fact that the STUC
women’s conference took
an emergency motion on
rape and passed a pro-
abortion motion without
dissent shows that the trade
union movement is beginn-
ing to fight on the social
issues which affect women,
not only as trade unionists
but in their everyday lives.
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Tories tell women:

By Judith Arkwright

?gg‘w"m Forestry, 15 9
. Fhing
IF the Good Lord rE—T—— P
had intended t_:shto Food, Drink and Tobaceo wi]
have equal rights Coal and Petroleum Products s/
and to go out to Chemicals and Allied RN 2”]
work and behave o — —
equally, he really M' P e— e
wouldn’t have i Bk )
created man and Lostrument Brgineet% i LA =
woman.’ Electrieal Engineering i
ipbuilding and Marine

Thank you, Patrick e e § e
Jenkin, Tory minister for Vehicles o122
social services. He does at WietalGood not doewbere | T =2

least let us know where we
stand.

The economic crisis
coupled with the Tories’

Textiles
Leather, Leather Goods and

Percentage of women
workers employed in
different sectors of
British industry
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policies spell disaster for Clothing and Footwear ik
women in this country. Bricks, Pottery. Glase, 0]

In 1975 women consti- Timbor, Formitarerete o]
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registered unemployed, Paper, Printing 29"’|
while this year the figure is Othcr Manufacturing i)
30.7 per cent. ‘c':.“'::m - 7]
Home Gas, Electricity and Water zos]

Transport and 17-4[
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Lord Spens, another Distributive Trades : : .mJ
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are on the dole. - s 2

The Tories are hoping Miseelaneons - J
that with the massive cuts in Public Administration “"l
public spending, women All Industries 391
will go back into the home Total y Y Y Y y Y J
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so that they can look after
children who have been

deprived of nursery places,
old people who have no
home help or meals-on-
wheels, and sick people who
can’t get a hospital bed.
This axing of the welfare
state is glossed with idyllic
ictures of women in the
ome performing their
‘natural’ role.
Inequality for men and
women is built into this
society.

the sectors which are worst
hit, the worst organised,
and the worst paid. The an-
nual report of the Equal Op-
portunities Commission
pinpoints job segregation
between men and women as
the major reason for the ex-
tra unemployment which
women suffer.

Other causes are new
technology, where it is often
men who obtain any new

time, and lack the legal
rights of full-time workers.
They can be thrown out of
jobs at will,

Tory policies make this
even worse. Cuts in the
already limited nursery
facilities effectively deny
women with young children
the right to work. Mean-
while the changes to the
Employment Act mean that
women cannot expect to get

Ever since the Second
World War government
policies have led to women
being pushed in and out of
the labour force according
to the needs of the
economy.

This has to be stopped
once and for all. The
women of this country and
their co-trades unionists
have to stand up and fight
these divisive policies by

The table shows that
women are concentrated in

jobs created. Forty per cent
of women workers are part-

to have a child.

So what’'s all this

about a woman’'s

right to work...

A woman's place is
where she’s always
been

‘WHO was it who made this law
anyway? Who was it made the law
which said that a woman’s job is
stay in the home and do the
washing, cooking and ironing?” —
Vera, a Gardner’s worker.

There is no law saying that
women have to work in the home,
only the iron law of capitalism in
whose economic interests it is to
have women as unpaid servants.

It's only pin money,
isn't it?

MOST women work because they
must: 230,000 single-parent
families rely on a woman’s wage.
With the cost of living soaring
most women have to work to keep
a family going — there’s no such
thing as a family wage.

Women's Aid, which deals
with battered women’s refuges,
says: ‘Without an independent in-
come a woman is at the mercy of
the man and petty tryannies can
grow into full-scale beatings.’

Who the hell will look
after my kids?

THE mass media feed us stories of

‘latch key’ children, but there are
already 3-4m children living on or
below the poverty line. Think how
much worse it is for them when
their mother can’t go out to work.

Chores

When women are unemployed
they are occupied with household
chores and are not so obviously
out of work. This argument is used
to justify low wages and appalling
conditions for women in work.

Women's role in the home in-
volves unpaid work for the bosses.
In the current economic crisis
capitalism is forced to cut the cost
of social services and to demand
that individual families take on the
burden of these responsibilities.

If women go,
there’ll be more jobs
for the boys

WOMEN are already being forced
to give up their jobs. Unemploy-
ment for women has risen at twice
the rate for men, and this hasn’t
helped men to get jobs.

The opposite is the case.
Allowing women to be sent out of
the labour force first, or in
preference to men, weakens the
fight against unemployment as a

their jobs back if they leave

.areas  of

demanding that women
have the right to a job, too.

whole. It is a divide and rule tactic
empioyed by the bosses and by
this government.

The demand for a woman'’s
right to work — far from being
divisive, as some contend — is
vital for alerting all trades unionists
to unemployment that is virtually
hidden; the kind that is achieved
through back door methods such
as sacking part-time workers or
last in first out policies, which
often hit women first.

The capitalist system is so
anarchic that these conditions are
always changing and that’s why
women as a fiexible labour force
are so necessary to the bosses.

What's next?

In fighting unemployment, we
have to take up a woman'’s right to
work and the special needs of
women need to be taken into ac-
count.

Without nurseries, without
adequate fertility control, without
social services, provision, women
do not have the right to work.

The Employment Act is an at-
tack on all workers, but on women
workers in particular because of
the provision on maternity
benefits. The TUC has passed
resolutions on rights for part-time
workers and on positive action to
get women into male-dominated
employment, to
safeguard women’s proper place
in the labour force in the future.

Demands for the 35-hour week
and work-sharing have to be
related to the work conditions of
women. This Tory government
will stop at nothing — only the uni-
ty of the working class can. stop
them. '
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S C Sales

ABERDEEN: SC sold Saturdays out-
side C&As — for more info ring Col-
lin, 574060.

BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books,
London Road, and Saturdays 2pm-
3pm outside the Roman Baths. Phone
20298 for more details.
BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The
Ramp, Fri 4.30-5.40, Sat 10-4. For
more info phone 643-0669.
BRADFORD: SC available from
Fourth Idea  Bookshop, 14
Southgate.

BRIGHTON: SC sales regularly every
Sat outside Open Market, London
Road, from ilam-1pm.

BRISTOL: SC on sale 11-1, ‘Hole in
Ground’, Haymarket. More info
from Box 2, ¢/o Fullmarks, 110
Ch h Rd, Montpelier, Bristol

6.
BURNLEY: SC on sale every Sat
morning 11.30-1pm St James St.

* CARDIFF: SC sales Newport Town
Centre outside Woolworths 11-12.30;
Cardiff British Home Stores
11-12.30. Also available from 108
Books, Salisbury Road, Cardiff.
CHESTERFIELD SC supporters sell
outside Boots, Marketplace, Satur-
days 11.30am-12.30pm.
COVENTRY: SC available from
Wedge Bookshop. For more info
about local activities phone 461138.
DUNDEE: SC available from
Dundee City Square outside Boots,
every Thursday 4-5.30pm, Friday
4-5.30pm, Saturday 11-4pm.
EDINBURGH: SC sales every Thurs-
day 4.15-5.15pm Bus Station, St. An-
drews Square; Saturday 11.30-2pm
East End, Princes St. Also available
from Ist May Books, or Better
Books, Forrest Rd. More info on
local activity from SC c/0 Box 6, 1st
May Bookshop, Candlemaker Row.
ENFIELD: SC available from Nelsons
newsagents, London Rd, Enfield
Town.

HACKNEY supporters sell SC every
Saturday morning at Ridley Road
market E8.

HAMILTON: SC on sale 8-11 every
Sat.” outside County Bar Almada
Street, every Sat outside Safeway
1.30-5. For more info contact Paul,
17 Clyde View or John at 54 Eliot St,
Hamilton.

HUDDERSFIELD: SC supporters
sell papers every Saturday 1lam-
1pm. The Piazza. SC also available at
Peaceworks.

KILBURN: SC sales every Sat, 10am
in Kilburn Square.

LAMBETH: SC available from
Village Books, Streatham: Tethric
Books, Clapham; Paperback Centre,
Brixton; Oval tube kiosk. Also sold
Thur and Fri evenings and Thur mor-
nings outside Brixton tube.
MANCHESTER SC supporters sell
11-1pm Sat at OLDHAM outside the
Yorkshire Bank, High St; at BURY in
the shopping precinct and at Metro
Books; at BOLTON in the town cen-
tre; and in MANCHESTER outside
the central reference library in St
Peter’s Square and at Grassroots and
Percivals Bookshop. Tel: 061-236
4905 for further info.

NEWHAM: SC sale every Saturday,
11am to noon, Queen’s Rd Market,
Upton Park.

OLDHAM: SC sold every Saturday
outside Yorkshire Bank, High Street.
For more information about local ac-
tivities. Tel. 061-682 S151.
OXFORD: SC supporters sell every
Fri 12-2pm outside Kings Arms and

every Sat 10.30-12.30pm in Corn-
market.

STOCKPORT: SC sold every Satur-
day, 1pm, Mersey Way. Can be
defivered weekly: phone 483 8909
(evening), 236 4905 (day).
SWANSEA: SC sales outside Co-op,
Oxford St, 11am-1pm, Saturdays.
SWINDON: SC on sale 11-1 every
Sat., Regent St (Brunel Centre).
TEESSIDE: SC on sale Sat lunchtime
in the Cleveland Centre, and in
Newsfare, Linthorpe Road, Mid-
dlesbrough, and outside Woolworths
on Stockton High Street.
WOLVERHAMPTON: SC sales on
Thur/Fri at Poly Students Union
from noon-2pm and British Rail
4.30-6pm; an Saturday near Beatties,
town centre from 1lam-2pm.

Is your town or city mentioned
above? If not, send in details to
this sales column.

International
Marxist Group
notices

ABORTION: next national fraction
13 Dec at national centre, Documents
to follow later.

POEU FRACTION: Sat/Sun 13/14
Dec in Leeds. Agenda: perspectives;
Labour Party; women's liberation.
Details of venue later.
RAIL FRACTION: Sat
1-Spm at national centre.
ASSEMBLY point for our com-
rades on 29 Nov. The IMG car/van
and banner will be in Moffley Hill
Drive, facing onto the official
assembly area which is Sefton
Park. Directions from Edge Hill
Station: left out of station,
straight down Tunnel Rd, Lodge
La, Sefton Park Rd, across Uliett
Rd. You are now facing the park
— turn left into Moffley Hill Dr.

13 Dec,

Birmingham's
Other
Bookshop

Birmingham’s new socialist

bookshop now open at 137
Digbeth, just down from
the Bullring. Wide variety
of socialist and radical
literature.

Socialist
Challenge
Events

MANCHESTER Socialist Challenge
public meeting on Thur 4 Dec,
7.30pm. ‘Why is there a slump?’, Star
and Garter pub, Fairfield St, nr Pic-
cadilly Station.

REVOLUTION

FOR A UNITED REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH ORGANISATION

REVOLUTION Youth and IMG stu-
dent fraction — note change of date.
Now Fri 12 December in MAN-
CHESTER, at the ‘Squat’, Devas St,
Oxford Rd, Manchester. Noon to
6pm. For details phone Stephanie on
021-359 5921 or write to Anne
Henderson, PO Box 50, London N1

2XP.
PLEASE NOTE new Revo telephone

dividual countries.

politics in the theatre.

r Other
THE /BOOKSHOP

Slaves of the Slaves — The
Challenge of Latin American
Women

The Latin American and Caribbean
Women’s Collective
Zed Press £4.50
This book sets out to define the particular
character and meaning of the women’s movement
in Latin America and the Caribbean, and to look
at the oppression and resistance of women in in-

- Strike While the Iron is Hot

Edited by Michelene Wandor
Journeyman £2.95p
This book contains three plays from Gay Sweatshop,
Red Ladder, and the Woman’s Theatre Group, which

together illustrate a complementary approach to sexual

number 01-359 8301
SCOLLEGE MEETINGS: Cruise
missiles and Charter 80 meetings
should be arranged as soon as possi-
ble. Speakers arranged by Ann 01-359
8301 or Stephanie 021-359 5921

GAY LIBERATION FRACTION: Sat
6 December at National Centre, 11
am. Write for details to Paula, c/o
PO Box 50, Lonodon N1 2XP.

New Left Review 123

£1.50
The latest issue includes a major article by Mike Davis on
the specificity of the American working class, which at-
tempts to explain the paradox of the failure of the
numerically strongest working class to construct its own
party. Also articles by Walter Benjamin, Erik Olin
Wright and others. ~

Available from the Other Bookshop, 328
Upper St, London N1. (Tel: 01-226 0571).
Please add 15 per cent if ordering by post.
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French Trotskyists launc

election campaign

By J. Melling

FIVE thousand peo-
ple packed the
Mutualité hall in
Paris on 30 October
at a rally to support
the candidature of
French  Trotskyist
teader Alain Krivine
in the presidential
election.

The election takes place
next May and the campaign
is already well under way.

At one time France was
one of the strongest
capitalist  countries  in
Europe. Now unemploy-
ment is officially put at
1.4m, while the estimate of
the International Labour
Organisation is closer to
2m. Women and youth are
particularly badly hit

Unity

The conservative
government of Giscard
d’Estaing has introduced a
special tax rebate for
families with a third child,
to encourage women to
return to the home.

Unable to solve the
economic problems, the
government has been racked
with financial scandals in-
volving leading government

.ministers. President Giscard
has admitted receiving
diamonds from ex-dictator
Bokassa of the Central
African Republic.

The fightback against
the regime and its austerity
measures has been
hampered by the disunity of
the two major union federa-
tions, the CGT which is
associated with the Com-
munist Party, and the
CFDT which is linked to the
Socialist Party.

The effects of this
disunity between the two
major unions and parties on
the left were recently shown
in the defeat of the
fishermen’s redundancy
fight, when the CFDT and
CGT negotiated separately.

The divide-and-rule tac-
tic of the bosses is being aid-
ed by the sectarian conflict
pursued by the CP and SP at
the expense of the working
class.

The CP is particularly
responsible for this. Its
refusal to call for a vote for
Socialist Party candidates in
recent senatorial by-
elections allowed the right
wing to be elected.

The Ligue Communiste
Revolutionnaire (LCR), the
French Trotskyist organisa-
tion, together with dissident
Communist and Socialist
party members, has launch-
ed a petition for unity in
struggle, which has so far
gained 150,000 signatures.

The Krivine candidacy
puts the need for a
fightback and workers’
unity in struggle at the cen-
tre of its campaign.

But the campaign is
hampered by the undemo-
cratic new electoral laws.
Each presidential candidate
has to collect the signatures
of 500 parliamentary
deputies or local mayors to
go on the ballot.

The Morning Star and us

LAST Friday the
Communist Party’s
Morning Star an-
nounced that it was
in crisis.

Losses this year will
amount to £94,000, and the
projected loss for next year
is £374,000. To respond to
this situation the cover price
of the Morning Star is being
increased from 16p to 20p a
copy. .
But their statement

News from the
Fourth
International

This is easy for the big
parties, but requires a huge
effort from the LCR, which
hopes to raise £100,000 for
the campaign — to advance
socialist policies and ac-
tivities.

In the EEC elections in
1979, nearly a million
French working people
voted for the revolutionary
campaign formed around
the demand for a ‘United
Socialist States of Europe’.

The LCR calls for a vote
for Krivine on the first
round of the presidential
election, and for a vote for
the best placed candidate of
the workers’ parties in the
second round.

Most importantly, the
League wants the CP and
SP to agree to withdraw
candidates in the second
round where the other par-
ty’s candidate is better plac-
ed to win.

We can be sure that
Krivine will not be elected
president. But hundreds of
thousand of votes for a
revolutionary  candidate,
and the campaign that the
LCR is waging, will be a big
step towards the building of
a revolutionary party in
France.

lﬁ.
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Trotskyists denounce
Madrid conference

Demonstrations and meetings, including a rally of
1000 people called by the Liga Comunista Revolu-
cionaria (Spanish section of the Fourth Interna-
tional), greeted the opening of the European con-
ference on ‘security and co-operation’ in Madrid.

A statement put out by the Fourth Interna-
tional, while noting that peace was a legitimate
concern of the working people of Europe and the
rest of the world, denounced the conference as a
festival of hypocrisy and cynicism.

While talking about peace, the statement

points out that it is circula-
tion which is the key to more
revenue, and that there are
at least 500,000 people
regularly active in the
Labour Party, the trade
unions, and the ‘progressive
and democratic’ movements
in Britain who are open to
the left press.

Socialist Challenge isn’t
crowing about the Morning
Star’s difficulties. They are
a symptom of the problems
facing all the left press in a

period of increasing finan-
cial stringency.

Inflation has hit printing
and paper prices particular-
ly badly. Postal charges
have rocketed, and so have
despatch prices.

As the Morning Star and
all other left-wing papers
will testify, without increas-
ing income it is just not
possible to continue produc-
ing a left-wing paper which
doesn’t have the benefit of
huge advertising revenues.

That’s why we’re asking
all Socialist Challenge sup-

orters to: 1. Take out an
individual sub to the paper;

says, the imperialists are re-arming furiously.
While talking about human rights, the United
States is supporting reaction all over the world,
and the bloody repression being carried out by the
Jjunta in El Salvador.

The statement also denounced the oppression
of opposition groups in Russia and Eastern
Europe, and concludes by calling on the people of
Europe and the world to rely on their own strug-
gles, not the ‘repugnant spectacle’ in Madrid, to
win human rights and defeat the threat of war.

Above, Jesus Albarracin of the LCR and Ernest
Mandel speak at the Fourth International’s
Madrid meeting. A representative of the Revolu-
tion:ry Democratic Front of El Salvador also
spoke.

2. Help us increase our
circulation by selling an ex-
tra copy per week; and 3.
Above all, help us keep up
our fund drive.

Cash

A weekly paper costing
20p is bound to be heavily
-subsidised. We think that
subsidy is well worth it te
ensure a cheap paper that
can easily be used in strikes,
on demonstrations, and in
the labour movement.

If you think this is a
worthwhile objective, send
us your donation today.

The Tory Press

&

OUT NOW! Single copies 10p pes
10 p&p. Socialist Chalienge. E-
Upper Street, London N1.
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By Tom Marlowe

THE TORY government’s attempt to
impose a political ‘solution’ on the
north of Ireland has ended in failure.

Margaret Thatcher admitted as
much during the debate on the
Queen’s Speech in the House of
Commons, last Thursday.

Said Thatcher: ‘The government had
hoped to bring forward legislation on North-
ern Ireland.

‘For many months the government had
been seeking agreement in the province to
bring forward proposals for a substantial
transfer of responsibility to elected represen-
tatives there. That agreement has not been
forthcoming.’

Behind these carefully chosen words lies
the collapse of the Tories’ whole political
strategy for the north of Ireland.

It was in October 1979 that the Tory
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland,
Humphrey Atkins, first announced in parlia-
ment that at ‘an early date’ he would put for-
ward ‘proposals for transferring to locally-

‘Save my brother’s life’

By Geoff Bell

FIVE weeks ago,
Eilish Green was
just an ordinary
working class
woman from the
town of Lurgan in
County Antrim,

In most ways she is still
unexceptional, a fairly
typical member of the
Catholic community in the
north of Ireland. She is ‘dif-
ferent’ in only one respect:
her brother is slowly starv-
ing to death. )

Dying

His name is Leo Green,
one of the seven Irish
Eo]itical prisoners now on

unger strike in the ‘H
Blocks of Long Kesh prison.
Eilish was in London last
week to publicise the case
for those hunger strikers.

Thatcher admits

failure in Ireland

elected representatives some of the powers of
government in Northern Ireland at present ex-
ercised from Westminster’,

The following month the government pro-
duced ‘a working paper’, outlining a number
of ways such a ‘transfer’ of powers could be
achieved.

A series of discussions were then held with
Ian Paisley’s Democratic Unionist Party, the
mainly Catholic Social Democratic and
Labour Party, and the ‘moderate’ Alliance
Party. The Ulster Unionist Party boycotted
the talks.

Six months later, in July this year, the out-
come of these discussions was detailed in a
further British government paper, ‘The
Government of Northern Ireland: Proposals

LEO GREEN, left, in happier days

for Further Discussion’.

This put forward two options: either a
local government run on the basis of ‘power-
sharing’ between Loyalist and non-Loyalist
parties; or simple majority, that is Loyalist
rule. Inevitably the Unionist parties refused to
discuss the first option, while the Social
Democratic and Labour Party refused to
discuss the second.

The resulting statement was finally
acknowledged by Thatcher last week. All she
had to offer in the way of future policies was
the statement ‘the government was consider-
ing other ways of making the administration
of the province more responsible to local
needs’.

This could mean two things: either the for-

mation of an elected assembly with con-
sultative powers only, or the transfer of more
power to local councils.

But already the Social Democratic and
Labour Party has said it would not co-operate
in either of these solutions. In the event of the
formation of a consultative assembly, the
SDLP has gone as far as to say it would
boycott the elections to such a body.

The collapse of the Tories’ ‘solution’
comes at a particularly embarrassing time for
Thatcher.

In two weeks she is due to meet Irish
premier Charlie Haughey, who is under
pressure from his own Fianna Fail party to
wring some concessions from Thatcher in the
direction of British support for eventual Irish
re-unification.

But the strongest pressure Thatcher will
face in the weeks ahead will come from the
streets of the north of Ireland. Tens of
thousands have taken to those streets in sup-
port of the H Block hunger strikers.

Many more will join them as the hunger
strikers grow weaker and weaker. Around

 Xmas, Britain could find that its last outpost

in Ireland has become unmanageable.

friends of the hunger
strikers have is the wave of
popular feeling that has
been expressed in Ireland on
behalf of the prisoners.

For Eilish, the amount
of this support has been
surprising’. Within her
community, ‘the vast ma-
Jjority of people have been
out on the streets, protesting
peacefully. The protests
have doubled and trebled in
number, and  because
they’re peaceful, more and
more people are getting in-
volved’.

Injustice

Whether in the end this
will be enough to save the
lives of Leo and the six other
hunger strikers only time
will tell. But perhaps
Eilish’s pessimism about her
brother’s future is
understandable. It is easier
to handle the death of some-
one close to you, if you have
accepted the inevitability of
that death. But even then
emotions cannot be hidden.

‘We do fear that, in the
end, he and the rest of the
fellas will die. Then others
will follow and they will
have to die too,’ Eilish said.

‘Naturally we don’t

Socialist Challenge,
along with a couple of other

L
that: ‘At the start, ten years

didn’t even allow people to

rested, three and a half
he had no

on the evidence of a signed
statement.  He’d  been

Jor hope is all we have. But

want Leo to die, but we can
understand and we will sup-

left-wing papers, decided
her visit was newsworthy.
The rest of the British media
was not inclined to this
view.

The sister of a dying
man, even for the ghouls of
Fleet Street, is apparently
not worth bothering with.

ago, the young men and
girls now in prison were
children or young teenagers.

‘And they saw —
regardless of history or
political views — they saw
the discrimination, and that
British policy was to keep
the nationalist people down,

express their political views.
If you were a Republican
supporter you were stopped
in the street and taken in,

‘The men in the Kesh,
the girls in Armagh, have
seen all this and they know
that they are where they are
as a result of all this.’

years ago,
previous record — ‘never
been involved in any
trouble,’ said Eilish. He was
taken to a police station,
and the usual happened.

Eilish described this in
an almost matter-of-fact
way, as if it is an everyday
occurrence. But then, in the

beaten up and forced to sign
it. His family was threaten-
ed; he was told that if he
didn’t sign it his family
would be shot.’

Today that family is go-
ing through the agony of
watching Leo on hunger

in the end... well, Margaret
Thatcher said it yesterday,
she won’t give in. So it looks
as if they are going to die.
‘But we will live in hope
until they do die. There’s no
way Leo will call it off: we
don’t know the other six
personally, but, if they’re

port him. He feels he has to
take his stand against
British  injustice, “because
that’s why he is there, and if
he does die that is what will
cause his death.’

By the time you
read these words Leo

to keep them in their own
ghetto areas.

‘No way did they allow
peaceful  protest.  They

But then, the man is Irish,
and what’s worse an Irish
‘terrorist’.

Eilish doesn’t see it like

Photo: Gil Galvin
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BRITISH soldiers march under the banner of anti-
Catholicism. In the North of Ireland? Np, in
Lewes, Sussex. Every 5 November British soldiers
participate in a bizarre ceremony, the local
citizens’ own variant of the Guy Fawkes night
ceremony.
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north of Ireland it is an

The particulars of Leo’s
everyday occurrence.

case confirm such a judg-
ment. When he was ar-

Not only is Guy Fawkes burned, but so is the
Pope. Local citizens dress in 18th century garb,
and march behind an effigy of the Pope shouting
sectarian slogans. The army gladly participates.
Guest preacher at the ceremony was well-known
Protestant bigot, the Rev Martin Green.

‘He was convicted solely -

strike. Eilish fears the out- too.
come, o
‘We have to live in hope,

UDA threatens civil war

THE Ulster Defence Association
— the Loyalist paramilitary
organisation — is threatening to
launch a civil war against the
Catholic population of the north
of Ireland.

The threats have already been
backed by a series of sectarian
assassinations.

A front-page article in the last
isssue of Ulster — The Voice of the
UDA concedes that if the H Block
hunger strikers die, the Provisional
IRA ‘might be seen by the world as
the defenders of an oppressed
people’.

In this situation, the article con-
tinues, ‘we dare not put our faith in
the British government... The only
thing left is Ulster itself. We must
prepare to do the job ourselves’.

So far this year UDA members
have been convicted in court of six
murders, one attempted murder, and
five armed robberies.

The organisation also admitted to
the /rish Times that it was responsi-
ble for the assassination earlier this
year of Irish Republican Socialist
Party members Ronnie Bunting,
Noel Little, and Miriam Daly.

Most recently the UDA is believ-
ed to have been responsible for the

like ’Leo, they’ll hang on

The one comfort Eilish
and the other relatives and live.

Green will have two or
three weeks left to

PETER VALENTE — a victim of the
UDA on 14 November

assassination of Peter Valente on 14
November. A brother of Peter is ‘on
the blanket’ in Long Kesh, and a
sister chairs a local hunger strike
committee in Belfast.

Amazingly the UDA remains a
perfectly legal organisation. The
British government has repeatedly
refused to ban.it, in contrast to its
outlawing of the IRA and the Irish
National Liberation Army.
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By Michael Marqusee

THE attacks on
Howard Brenton’s The
Romans in Britain by
the likes of Horace
Cutler, Mary White-
house, and various
Fleet Street critics
have given the produc-
tion at the National
Theatre a revolution-
ary aura which it un-
fortunately does not
deserve.

The debate it may
have helped to raise over
state subsidies for
‘radical’ art is an import-
ant one for the left, but it
is a shame that a play as

‘The Romans in Britain

Art and politics do
mix, but not in |

Brenton's play

weak — politically and
dramatically — as Bren-
ton’s should have come
to occupy such a central
position in the discus-
sion.

The Romans in Britain
has been attacked for its
use of nudity and ob-
scene language; for the
violence it depicts; and
also, though less ob-
viously, for its concern
with the British role in
Ireland.

It is always refreshing
to see this question rais-
ed on any public plat-
form, but Brenton’s play
offers only the most
spurious historical analy-
sis of the situation.

He draws parallels
between three periods of
imperial conquest: the
Romans’ first incursion
into Britain under
Caesar; the Saxon raids
following the decline of
Roman influence; and
the occupation of the
north of ireland by British
troops today.

In each case, Brenton
argues, the victims have
been the same — the
native Celts. But the
bogus racial implications
of this idea are never
challenged in the play.

Disease

The play portrays im-
perialism as a disease, a
cancer which affects all
historical epochs in the
same manner, and car-
ries with it the same con-
sequences of brutality;
betrayal, and social
chaos.

This- idea is dubious
enough in itself, but
Brenton’s treatment of it
leads one to believe that
for him it is only an ex-
cuse to yoke together a

variety of observations
on oppression, history,
and human survival,
none of which is elabor-
ated with anything near
the rigour demanded.

In the end, the play
becomes an incoherent
grab-bag of metaphors
and parallels, which far
from challenging mem-
bers of the audience to
examine their own role in
history, allows them to
sit as passive spectators.

Brenton’s play has

-been attacked as a work

of propaganda and used
by a number of critics as
proof that art and politics
do not mix — particular-
ly, according to GLC boss
Cutler, at public expense.

This argument is non-
sense, as a look at any of
Shakespeare’s historical
or Roman plays reveals.
The left has to continue
to resist it.

But The Romans in
Britain provides useful
ground for that resist-
ance only in that its ar-
tistic failure and its
political incoherence are
in the end one and the
same,

A left strategy that
takes us down the
middle of the road

By John Harrison

INDUSTRIAL produc-
tion in Britain has fallen
by 9.1 per cent in the
last year. Over the past
three months it has
been plummeting at an
annual rate of 13.6 per
cent.

The equivalent
figures for manufactur-
ing are 11.4 and 17.2 per
cent. The Crash of 1980
is here.

Capital’s response has
received a lot of coverage in
the wake of the CBI’s
Brighton cabaret. The star
turn was Director-General Sir
Terence Beckett’s impersona-
tion of Ali (Mohammed, not
Tariq), hyping up the coming
Big Brawl with Thatcher.

With a more imaginative
script-writer, it could have
been a great sketch.

‘Ladies and Gentlemen!
In the right-hand corner, the
captains of industry; in the
left-hand corner, their
political representatives.

‘Now, let’s make this a
clean fight, OK. Save the
kidney punches and knuckle

" dusters for the working class.

And for Christ’s sake keep
Securicorps and the SAS out
of the ring.’

Slump

What about the more im-
portant issue of the labour
movement’s response to the
slump? What alternatives to
Tory monetarism does the
movement have to offer?

The one with most sup-
port is undoubtedly the Alter-
native Economic Strategy
(AES). This was first
developed by the Labour Par-
ty during the 1970-74 period
in opposition. When the
Wilson and Callaghan
governments abandoned the
central components of the
strategy, these were revived
by the Labour left around the
time of the 1976 IMF loan, in
opposition to the PLP leader-
ship.

With minor variations,
the AES is now the official

The Crash of 1980

policy of the Communist Par-
ty, the Labour Party (as
represented by its con-
ference), and the TUC.
Given this formidable
body of sponsors, any serious
account of the AES is worth
discussing. The new book* by
the London Working Group
of the Conference of Socialist

Economists (CSE) deserves °

particular attention.

It is the first book-length
defence of the Alternative
Economic Strategy since
Stuart Holland’s The
Socialist Challenge (1975). In
the intervening years the
economic  situation  has
deteriorated and the AES has

been changed a bit; notably

with the addition of import
controls. -

This new book is also the
most sophisticated defence of
the strategy in print. It is
grounded in a much better
analysis of the crisis than
most — Holland’s writings,
for example, stubbornly
refuse to acknowledge the
severity of the profits squeeze
— and it discusses a number
of difficulties which other
accounts gloss over.

Finally, it is a good exam-
ple of the best strand of recent
CSE work —'haterial directly
geared to the needs of sections

of the labour movement, .

which is then taken up and

used by them in struggle.
Such material should be
welcomed by all socialists
even where they disagree with
the position taken. By raising
the level of discussion in the
workers’ movement it can on-
ly aid political development.

This particular book has
been adopted by the Labour
Co-ordinating Comittee,
which is joint publisher and
has launched the book with
all the
Westminster press con-
ference. I hope it will do
more. It could, for example,
sponsor a series of discussions
between the authors and left
critics of the AES.

The book approaches im-

plementation of the strategy
n two broad (and not strictly
chronological) stages. The
first is expansion of the
economy and a return to full
employment. The second is
the longer-run maintenance
of jobs and growth, and the
move towards socialism. This
division is helpful.

London CSE’s case for
expansion begins with a
discussion of the number of
new jobs needed and the
growth of output required to
create them; a demolition of

the myth that full employ-.

ment is impossible because of
either skill shortages or new
technology; and a develop-

fanfare of a

ment of the case for an expan-
sion centred on tax cuts for
low income groups, together
with a big growth in welfare
provision.

This section is very good.

But any argument for ex-
pansion must also deal with
the problem of the balance of
payments. Here the authors
are on weaker ground.

They acknowledge that an
unsustainable deterioration in
the trade balance would
almost certainly occur unless
something were done, and
they suggest the widespread
use of import controls.

The authors’ discussion of
trade controls is better than
most. They take charges of
class  collaboration and
chauvinism seriously and at-
tempt a detailed rebuttal.

They also understand the
problem of retaliation. Many
AES supporters dismiss it
with the argument that, since
imports will not be cut (just
their growth controlled),
foreign capital will not lose
markets. As London CSE
acknowledges, this misses the
point.

Capital’s main objection
is more fundamental than ex-
port volumes. It is that import
controls are an attempt to in-
sulate the economy from
international market forces.
Capital views these forces as
essential to discipline any
national working class which
gets aspirations above its
station.

But to recognise a pro-
blem is not to solve it. All the
authors can do is to point out
that a socialist government

- would face the same difficul-

ty. True. But it would be in a
better position to deal with
the problem because it would
have greater control over the
domestic economy.

This brings us to the se-
cond stage of the AES, where
really fundamental problems
arise.

Once full employment is
approached, further progress
depends on a major invest-
ment and modernisation pro-
gramme. London CSE
recognises that capital would
not undertake this gleefully
with profits desperately low
and a radical Labour govern-

ment in office %, y
The key proposed ¥ for
clearing this hurdle is a system

of compulsory planning
agreements,
The idea is that the

government would fix desired
levels of output, investment
and so on for each industry,
and then cajole major firms
to fall in line using everything
form the succulent carrot of
tax incentives through to the
sawn-off shotgun of direc-
tives.

%P%NzﬁTERNATIVE

S%QAT GYC

A LABOUR MOVEMENT
RESPONSETOTHE -
- ECONOMIC CRISIS

CSE LONRON WORKING GROUP

How would capital react
to these uncouth invasions of
the boardrooms of power?
Let’s ask London CSE:

‘The final difficulty with
the strategy of planning
agreements is perhaps the
most fundamental. It can be
argued that as long as capital
remains in private hands it
will do all it can to subvert at-
tempts at planning and to
resist the imposition of social
control...

‘Any measures taken to
deal with this problem
through the exercise of more
direct control by the govern-
ment or the trade unions
would simply harden the op-
position of capital and could
result in an all-out investment
strike.’

Dead right. -

Capital would stop in-
vesting altogether, try and sell
off stocks fast, refuse to buy
government debt and shift its
money abroad. It would be
able to cause massive disrup-

tion because it would retain
control of the factories.
Economic and social chaos
would result, opening the way
to a right-wing takeover.

To pass a law formally
depriving capital of control
over economic activity while
leaving the real levers of
economic power — actual
control over the means of
Froductloq — in its hands is
ike accepting the formal sur-
render of an army without
bothering to confiscate its
weapons or disband the
troops. It is a sure recipe for
disaster.

Middle

In a contribution to the
Debate of the Decade, Ann
Cesek put this, the fundamen-
tal point, in the following
way:

‘The alternative economic
strategy is an elaborate
scheme to steer a wobbly
course between capitalist
power and popular power.
It’s trying to drive a car on the
right and the left at the same
time — like in Chile, we’re all
going to crash’. (from the
Pluto transcript).

I think it is more like driv-
ing hell-for-leather straight
down the middle of the road
and relying on the legal
authorisation pinned to your
windscreen to persuade the
juggernaut drivers with their
cargoes to give you the right
of way.

*The Alternative
Economic Strategy: A
Labour Movement

Response to the Economic
Crisis, by the CSE London.
Working Group. Published
by CSE Books, and the
Labour Co-ordinating Com-
mittee at £2.50.

JOHN HARRISON s
author of Marxist Economics
for Socialists (Pluto Press.
£2.95) and, with Andrew
Glyn, of The Brins*
Economic Disaster (Pluto
Press, £2.95).

The three books arz
available from: The Ouber
Bookshop, 328 Upper Streex.
London N1.
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US wants to depdrt
socialist

Nazis machine-gun peaceful demonstrators,
but they are far more vigilant when it comes
to victimising socialists.

Marian Bustin (pictured above/ is a coal
miner in West Virginia. She was born in
Glasgow, where she was an activist in the
local women’s movement and the campaign
against the Vietnam war.

She joined the International Marxist
Group, and when she moved to the USA join-
ad the Socialist Workers Party, supporters of
the Fourth International.

The US authorities are currently trying to
deport her because of her membership of the

THE US courts may look the other way when

Blacks protest racist

murder acquittal

From Steve Potter in New York

ANGER continues to mount in the USA
against last week’s acquittal of members of
the Ku Klux Klan and the Nazi party charged
with murdering anti-racist demonstrators in
Greensboro, North Carolina last year.

The verdict, by an all-
white }ury, came after
self-defence pleas by the
accused. But videotapes
screened across the
country showed them
taking weapons from the
boot of a car and firin

uns into an anti-Klan ral-
y organised by a small
Maoist group, the Com-
munist Workers Party.
in statements to the
police the Klansmen ad-
mitted the shootings:
‘Some innocent people
were shot, but | was only

shooting at niggers,’ said
David Matthews, one of
the six.

And according to the
Washington Post, Jerry
Paul Smith, who was
shown in the videos run-
ning down the street fir-
ing a hand-gun, grinned
broadly after he was
released saying: ‘I kind of
enjoyed the stick-
fI?htlng, but it got kind
of out of control when
the guns came out’.

Still unexplained is
the role of two govern-
ment agents who
operated in local Nazi
and Klan organisations
and helped to plan and

America, said that the
verdict was ‘a great vic-
tory for white America’.

As the verdict was
given armed police sur-
rounded the courthouse
and police chiefs met to
discuss extra policing in
the community.

Local black leadeis
were stunned at the deci-
sion. Henry Frye, the only
black in North Carolina’s
state legislature, said: ‘I
thought they would be

convicted of something.
I just didn’t believe that
there would be a jury ver-
dict of not fullty on all
counts for all six people’.

Dr George Simkins of
the local branch of the
National Association for
the Advancement of Col-
oured Peopie denounced
the verdict as ‘tanta-
mount to glvinf the Klan
ar::i the Nazis licence to

i,

The Rev Jesse Jack-
son has demanded that
the Federal authorities
take action in the form of
a civil rights prosecution
against the racists.

Protests from the
black community forced

a similar prosecution in
Miami when a black in-
surance salesman was
beaten to death by police
who were subsequently
acquitted.

e Greensboro and
Miami events are only
two of a series of
outrages against black
people which have come
to prominence recently.

In another trial going
on in Sait Lake City,
former Nazi and Klans-
man Joseph Franklin is
on trial for shooting two
black youth as they were
joggin? in a city park.
Franklin
other states for similar
killings.

is wanted in four -

In Atlanta thousands
of people have joined
teams scouring the city
for clues as to the fate of
16 black youth killed or
missing in the last 16
months.

Demonstrations
against racism have been
organised in Buffalo,
Chattanooga and Miami.

Last weekend saw an
important conference in-
Philadelphia called tc in-
augurate an independent
black political party.
Socialists at the con-
ference raised the neces-
sity of a demonstration
to protest the
Greensboro scandal.

The Philadelphia con-
ference has an added
significance after the vic-
tory of Ronald Reagan in
the presidential elec-
tions. Reactionary forces
have taken his triumph as
a green light for attacks
on the rights of blacks,
women and the unions.

In a taste of things to
come, the Senate — still
under Democratic con-
trol — passed a bill
restricting bussing as a
method for overcoming
school segregation.,

Step

This blow at the civil
rights legislation gained
in the ’ was followed
by a statement from
Senator Strom Thur-
mond, chairperson-elect
of the powerful Judiciary
Committee in the
Senate. He said that he

RARRES

of the US Embassy in London.

SWP. Next week we will be featuring the
case of Marian Bustin, and exposing the role

execute the attack on the
rally.
Harold Covington,

leader of the Nazi Na-
tional Socialist Party of

q Saddam Hussein

By Brian Grogan

THE ten-week-old Iran/lraq war
flared up last week with the battle
for the oil town of Susangerd, near
Ahwaz. The war continues to rock
the reactionary regimes throughout
the area, and is producing new con-
flicts within Iran.

The conditions agreed for the release of
the US hostages can only aid the advance of
the Iranian revolution. The Iranians have
demanded that the United States return the
wealth of the late Shah, release Iranian assets
frozen in US banks, drop all legal action
against Iran, and pledge non-interference on
Iranian affairs. This has placed the fate of the
hostages firmly in the hands of the US ad-
ministration.

[

But despite the agreement, the US ad-
ministration is stalling on implementing the
four conditions. It is becoming clear that they
have no interest in the rapid release of the
-hostages if it also means handing back the
_huge wealth of the Shah. )
After two months of fighting, Iraq has on-

ly achieved the occupation of the port of

An Iranian regular army commando in the Shah’s days — but where are they now?

Iran/Iraqg war — Tension

mounts on the home front

Khorhamshar. For all the Iraqi effort, this oc-
cupation is still very precarious. Despite con-
tinuous claims, Iraq has been unable to take
either Abadan or Ahwaz, even after weeks of
destructive bombardment. ‘

Iraq aimed to destabilise the Khomeini
regime through the invasion, but after two
months of fighting it is the Iraqi ruler Saddam
Hussein who is in trouble.

Seven Iraqi opposition groups have form-
ed an opposition front pledged to the over-
throw of Hussein. The ‘National Pan-Arab
Democratic Front in Iraq’ is composed of

* communists, and various socialists and Kur-

~
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dish organisations. The front has declared
that it wants to ‘consolidate its links with the
Iranian revolution’. They also state that they
would grant ‘self-rule’ to the Kurds in nor-
thern Iraq.

Inside Iran, the war is throwing all
political policies into sharp relief. The basic
choice is -either to develop the self-
organisation of the workers and peasants, or
to try to push -back the continuing mass
mobilisations” and strengthen the old state
structures -around the army. The Khomeini
leadership is divided on these questions.

The stubborn resistance in Abadan and
Khorhamshar has been achieved through the
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fighting spirit of the ordinary workers
alongside the Islamic militia — the Pasdars —
and the Mujehedin and Fedayin guerrillas.
The 15 November issue of the The Economist
reported: ‘Puzzlingly, most of Iran’s army
has been watching from the hillside while the
mullahs, infantry and the revolutionary
guards, go whistling into the slaughter with
Iraq’.

The Daily Telegraph on 20 November
quoted president Bani Sadr’s defence of the
inactivity of the army in front of one million
people at the ashura religious holiday: ‘We
should not arrive at conditions where our ar-
my, like the Iragi army, has to sustain heavy
casualties for an insignificant victory’. He
asked the nation to unite around the Army.

Iran’s rulers would rather forgo military
success than aid the present process of self-
organisation and arming of the people.

In Teheran there are demonstrations dai-
ly. Many of them are spontaneously organis-
ed, and independent of the clergy. One and a
half million people demonstrated outside the

American Embassy on the first anniversary of -
the taking of the hostages. They demanded
-that any agreement with the US should be

favourable to the revolution.

AR W
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. activists to be released. - :

intended to push for the
repeal of the Voting
Rights Act which enabl-
ed the Federal govern-
ment to intervene
against the local state
laws which stopped
blacks from voting in
some of the southern
States.

The response to
Greensboro will be an
essential first step in
strengthening the grow-
ing sentiment that unity
in action of all those
under attack is the way -
tci) beat the Reagan offen-
sive.

Part of the 7,000-strong demonstration in Greensboro, North Carolina,

[ranian president Bani Sadr '

The Teheran Federation of Islamic
Shorahs (workers’ committees) is running a
military training camp attended by workers
from dozens of factories. This situation has
forced Khomeini to call for the arming of all
able-bodied Iranians.

The recent repressive measures against
left-wing activists are aimed at undermining
the mass movement. Mohamed Reza Saadati,
leader of the left-wing muslim organisation,
the Mujehedin, has been sentenced to 10 years
inprisonment for ‘spying for the Soviet
Union’. No documentation could be pro-
duced by the prosecution to support this
charge. The judge at the trial has now called
for the arrest of all the leaders of the Mu-
jehedin.

Other left-wing activists have been ar-
rested including Nemat Jazayeri, a leader of
the Iranian Revolutionary Workers Party
(HKE), a sympathising organisation of the
Fourth International. Several newspapers, in-
cluding that of the Tudeh (Communist) Party
have be-= banned and their offices closed.

Part of the support for Iran in its-defence
against' Iraq has to be to call for these

measures to be dropped ‘and for the left-wing
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By Alexander Feldman
and Ainsley Dentin

IN ZIMBABWE the
violent faction fighting
between the two wings
of the liberation move-

ment, ZAPU and ZANU,
has reached serious
proportions.

The fact that the libera-
tion war, after so much suf-
fering by the people of Zim-
babwe, has given way to
fighting between the two par-
ties which led the struggle
must give rise to much bitter-
ness and misery.

How have people been
drawn into such a conflict?
The nature of the political
parties involved and the con-
ditions left by the Lancaster
House settlement do much to
explain why.

High

First, expectations were
very high at the time of in-
dependence. Because of the
prolonged and bitter libera-
tion struggle, Zimbabweans
have been more quickly dis-
illusioned than was the case in
many of the African countries
that won their independence
in the 1960s.

The peasants want land
and better services; the
workers want better pay and
conditions, and the unem-
ployed want jobs. But the
government’s hands are tied
by the terms of the settlement,
which protect existing social
inequalities.

Offer

Unable to meet popular
demands or offer political
leadership, the leaders of
ZANU and ZAPU are in-
creasingly resorting to
building their party machines
by blaming each other for
what has gone wrong.

Most depressing of all,
elements in both parties, but
particularly in ZANU, are
posing as radical by exploiting
this situation. People like

violent confrontation

Edgar Tekere, who is current-
ly on trial, and finance
minister Enos Nkala have
been stirring up discontent
about the pace of ‘Africanisa-
tion’ in order to build
themselves a popular base.

Nkala set out to inflame
the 51tuat10n by addressing a
rally in Bulawayo, tradition-
ally a ZAPU stronghold, on
the theme of building a one-
party state.

Black nationalism of a
kind which has nothing to do
with socialism or genuine
popular interests is becoming
the vehicle of a pseudo-left.

sFiffl, -, ,M\.

FOR the second
time in a decade,
hundreds of mil-
lions of people in
the dependent
countries face
famine.

According to the Sunday
Times of 9 November,
‘1,000m people have too lit-
tle to eat, and 520m are
undernourished’.

A quarter of a million
children go blind each year
from vitamin A deficiency.

Yet in the Common
Market alone, vast moun-
tains of food are stored:
240,000 tons of skimmed
milk powder, 190,000 tons
of butter, 290,000 tons of
beef, and 7m tons of grain.

These food mountains
are not stored to help meet
famine, but to keep up
prices. Famine is profitable.
Although the world now
easily has the capacity to
feed itself, capitalist agri-
culture requires customers
who can pay, which the star-
ving poor cannot.

In this situation it is
more profitable not to pro-
duce to full capacity. E
The present famine was

Arguments for Socialism
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By Brian Grogan
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" the poor countries do not

in part caused by the deci-
sion of the United States
government at the end of
1977 to cut back the area of
land under cultivation in the
US by 20 per cent. The
reason was to keep up
prices, which had fallen
dramatically at the end of
1976.

The effect of the cutback
was to severely reduce the
world’s food supply.

Famine is popularly ex-
plained by bad harvests,
drought, and wars. These
factors are important, but
the underlying reason why

feed themselves lies else-
where. The economies of
these countries have been
distorted by capitalism.
Local ruling classes have
preferred to produce cash
crops for the world market,
not for local consumption.

‘So the Shah’s Iran replaced

rice with nge profitable
pistachio nut®® The famine-
torn Sahel area of Africa
replaced food crops with
peanuts for the world
market — with . severe
ecological consequences

such as soil erosion.
In Grenada much fertile
land was given over to mari-
juana. These are just a few
of the many examples which
could be given.

As a consequence of this
form of specialisation, the
United - States has become

The rally in Bulqwayo led
directly to the most serious
outbreak of violence. Beginn-
ing with fighting in the au-
dience at the stadium where
Nkala spoke, the conflict
developed into a pitched bat-
tle between the ZIPRA and
ZANLA armed encampments
in the Bulawayo townships.

While Mugabe has con-
demned the violence, he has
not disciplined Nkala nor has
he deflected the attacks on
Nkomo, the leader of ZAPU
who is minister of home af-
fairs. Nkomo’s personal pro-
perty has been raided by the

number

the most important exporter
of food, controlling 60 per
cent of the wheat trade, 75
per cent of corn, and 90 per
cent of soya. A shrinking
of agri-business
monopolies have a strangle-
hold on food production.
Famine is the conse-

police without his prior
knowledge — a considerable
provocation since the police
are under Nkomo’s ministry.
In the past few days, the
ZANU minister of state
security has escalated the
situation by using the Special
Branch to arrest nine ZAPU
officials, including an MP.
The victimisation of
ZAPU, however unjustified,
has enabled the ZAPU leader-

ship to present itself as an

alternative to ZANU, al-
though it has no more to offer
in terms of programme than
its rival.

ZAPU has always adopt-
ed a stronger, more vocal
position against tribalism and
racism. It argued in favour of
the parties standing jointly as
the Patriotic Front in the elec-
tions.

ZANU guerillas and Nkomo {top rlght) the posglblhty of Weaker

" For the ZAPU leadership,
these positions were dictated
as much by considerations of
political opportunity as by
those of principle — ZAPU
being the weaker organisation
numerically.

Neither Nkomo nor
Mugabe ever made a serious
attempt to unite their parties
during the liberation struggle,
although they had no real
programmatic  differences.
Whatever the socialist preten-
sions, such sectarianism is the
hallmark of nationalist
politics — for which the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe are now
paying a heavy price.

tnon which

technically sound.

The guerillas, who laid
their lives on the line to fight
for liberation, are entitled to
expect more of independence
than to be sent back to the
bush with no economic or
political future. The Lan-
caster House agreement did
not provide for them, and
they are now an embarrass-
ment to the regime.

Indignant at their margin-
alisation, the guerillas have
demanded to be moved out of
their remote assembly points
in the bush, into the towns
where their presence can be
felt. Maintained on pocket
money and alcohol, their only
source of self-respect is their
weapons.

They have successfully
resisted attempts to disarm
them, but their frustration is
mounting.

The possibility of violent
confrontations between the
parties takes on horrifying
proportions. In the absence
of any real democratic pro-

cess within ZAPU and
ZANU, or of a socialist alter-
native to the sectarianism,
factionalism, and oppor-
tunism which is increasingly
characterising nationalist
politics in Zimbabwe, the
situation is likely to worsen.

Statute

The fact that the ZAPU
officials now in detention are
being held without trial sug-
gests there are precious few
civil liberties in Zimbabwe to
protect people from political
repression.

Much of the legislation on
the statute book has been car-
ried over from the Smith
regime, and Mugabe governs
under emergency rov1sxons
Independence not
brought the beneflts of full
democratic rights to the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe, despite
other gains that have been
made.

Socialists in Zimbabwe
and their supporters in Britain
should advance the demand
that the Mugabe government
and both party leaderships
not only denounce the inter-
party faction fighting, but
take steps to prevent it.

Only the unity of the
masses behind a genuinely
socialist programme, bas-
ed on popular demands,
can pose a real alternative
in the present crisis. To
move towards this,
socialists must also fight
for the extension of basic
democratic rights in Zim-
babwe.

How the other half dies ;i

Free Namibia Now

Main Speaker: Sam Nujoma, President
of SWAPO
7.15pm, Wednesday 10 December
Friends House, Euston Road, London NW1

*Admission by ticket only — 30p before, 50p at the
door

Organised by the Anti-Apartheid Movement
(01-580 5311) and the Namibia Support Committee
(01-388 5539) in co-operation with the Interna-
tional Defence and Aid Fund (01-606 6123}

So long as agriculture is

centuate the social polarisa-
tion in the countryside —
the rich getting richer, the
poor getting poorer.

For a balanced develop-
ment of the economy to take
Fiace the destruction of the

ocal oligarchies who have a
stranglehold  over  the

quence. There is no merely
‘agricultural’ solution to the
problem. The green revolu-
introduced
‘super’ strains of seed with a
much higher yield, was

But without a. balainced
development of the whole

economy is required.

The causes of famine
also have implications for
the type of aid needed,
Many depenident countries
receive food aid. But this
doesn’t solve any basic pro-
blems. What’s needed is
capital investment for ir-
rigation, agricultural equip-
ment, and industrial
development.

To benefit the depen-
dent countries it has to be
without strings, or huge in-
terest payments. And it has
to be used to develop the
economy, not disappear in-
to the hands of the local
oligarchy.

As the arms spending of
the rich capitalist countries
shows, the imperialists have
other priorities. A world in-
capable of feeding itself is
perfectly capable of des-
troying itself several times
over.

Fidel Castro receatly
said: ‘Bombs can kill
hungry, the ill and the il-
literate, but they can’t kill
hunger, illness and ig-
norance.’ . For that
need a socialist revolution.

economy of a backward

country, which involves the

development of industry as
well as agriculture, even the
growth of land productivi-
ty, in the few countries
where it has occurred leads
to. the acceleration in the
numbers of the urban poor. -

NN Y
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Cops are protecting

men — not women
- By Yvonne Taylor

IF A woman from Mars wanted an explanation of
the lowly status of women here on Earth, all she
would need to do would be to take a look at last
week’s press coverage of the latest Yorkshire Rip- -

cialist

ER

omen are now his target

-hallenge |
8,000 COPS DE
000 NAZIS

per murder.

THREE thousand people
demonstrated last Satur-
day against the British
Movement's demonstra-
tion in Notting Hill, West
London.

1 Two hundred Nazi’s turned up
and, marched from Marble
Arch to Paddington station
accompanied by a huge force
3 of police.
1 The massive police turnout
aimed to turn Notting Hill into
a ’‘sterile area’, preventing all
movement of local people un-
til the marches were over.
1 At the end of the demon-
strations, ANL supporters
clashed with dispersing Nazis.
Special Patrol Group squads
launched assaults on anti-Nazi
demonstrators arresting 73.
At Paddington station they
; attacked press photographers
without reason, arresting one
and confiscating cameras.
] The small turnout by the
fascists was a big defeat for
the British Movement. On the
same day, the National Front
could only muster 150 mar-
chers in Bolton — defended by
3.000 cops.

ANTI NAZI LEAGUE  speoren:

Renato Zangheri, Mayor of Bologna.
Henri Buch, Secretary General of FASP,

Autonomous French Police Union.
Leo Heinemann for the VVN, Association

of Nazi Victims in Germany.

i

e

Tickets: £1.00

Available from:
University of London Union,
Malet St., WC1. Bookmarks,
Gentral Books, Other Books,
Compendium, Colletts,

and other good bookshops.

International
Anti-fascist Rally

Monday 8th December

Tony Benn M.P.
Paul Holborow, National Secretary of By post from:
AN.L ANL, ¢/0 PO Box 353,

7pm. FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, EUSTON
ROAD, LONDON NW1.

LondonNW5 [inc SAE).

' Thousands rally in Dublin for hunger
strikers — now it’s your turn

IN IRELAND and throughout the world sup-

hunger strike in the H Blocks of Long Kesh
— soon to be joined by women prisoners in
Armagh — continues to grow at a rapid
pace.

" In Dublin on Saturday around 20,000 peo-
ple took part in a march and rally. Over 20
Australian MPs have now stated their sup-
port for the hunger strikers, as have many
Australian trades unions.

In Spain, the largest trade union in the

United States 17 demonstrations took place
last weekend in different cities.

- - Now it's the turn of us in Britain. A na-
tional demonstration, called by the broadly-
based Ad Hoc Hunger Strike Committee,
will take place in London on 7 December. Aii
readers of Socialist Challenge are urged to
attend.

The truth is that anger is mounting over
British treatment of Irish political prisoners
—. be part of that anger on 7 December.
Assemble 1pm, Speakers Corner.

Photd: Joanne O'Brien
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port for the Irish political prisoners on

country has backed the strikers. In the-

The Guardian carried
one of the worst articles on
its front page:

*The killing points to a
worrying change in the Rip-

er’s victims... The last time

e murdered a known pro-
stitute... His last two vic-
tims... were both respec-
table girls.’

The Daily Mirror echoed
the lament: ‘Sunday school
teacher, model student with
a deep social conscience,
20-year-old Jacqui was a far
cry from the first prostitute
victims of the brutal killer.’

Game

In other words, as long
as the Yorkshire Ripper
confined his brutal assaults
to prostitutes, his actions
were quite understandable.,
After all, aren’t such
women fair game for every
form of male violence?

Of course, there are
other tygc_es of women who
attract this sort of assault.
As the police commented
when Barbara Leach was
murdered by the Ripper,
although she wasn’t a pro-
stitute, her flimsy dress may
have led him to believe that
she was.

But how to explain the
latest attack — in a well lit
street, relatively early on in
the evening and on a woman
whom the Ripper must have
known was a student?

Assaults

In the New Statesman a
couple of months ago Rob
Robhrer tried to answer this
question.

Rohrer argued: ‘The
plain truth is that the Rip-
per’s desire... is to kill
women... (his) motivation is
actually quite random.’

In other words,. every
woman is a target for male
violence because she is a
woman. And there are no
rules for moral behaviour
that will protect women
from this type of assault.

Staying off the streets
after dark — even if women
were prepared to consider
for a moment such a curtail-
ment of their freedom — is
no answer. The majority of
male assaults on women are
conducted at home.

Cope

Women have shown that
they are not 1pl'epared any
longer to suffer silently at
the hands of violent men.
The women’s movement has
been taking on the issue and
support is growing for its
demands.

Women demand the
right to fight back. Women
like the Maw sisters —
sentenced to serve three
years in prison after stabb-
ing their sadistic father —
must be freed from prosec-
tion by the law.

Women demand the

right to take to the streets on
every occasion that a
woman suffers at the hands
of a man like the so-called
Ripper.
It’s only in this way that
women can prevent this
issue from continuing as a
personal problem which we
are expected to cope with on
our own.

Demand

The way the police have
handled the Ripper in-
vestigation is a typical result
of the way they look upon
all male violence ' against
women.

Women in the Leeds area
should demand a public
debate with the police and
the press to call them to ac-
count for the way they have
reported the affair and the
remedies they advocate.
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