THE 1980s have started in the best
possible way with 100,000 steelworkers
on strike in a direct challenge to the Tory
government. Already the battle lines
have been drawn.

BATTLE LINE ONE is over the
miserable six per cent pay offer made by
the British Steel Corporation and
backed by the Tory Industry Secretary
Keith Joseph. With inflation running at
20 per cent that would mean a slashing
cut in the Hving standards of steel
workers. And this is what the Torles are
out to do to all our wages.
BATTLE LINE TWO involves what the
Tories call ‘secondary picketing’. The
steel unions have called for the stopping
of all steel imports. That means
solidarity action by dockers, railway and
other transport workers — the very type
of action the Tories want to outlaw in
their ‘reform’ of trade unions.
BATTLE LINE THREE concerns the
Tories’ industrial strategy — sacking
workers to pay for the bosses’ crisis.
Joseph and his puppet Charles Villiers —
the highest paid boss of any nationalised
industry — say 52,000 steel jobs have to
g0 because the industry is in a mess.

: But who is BSC losing money to?

. BSC’s interest payments on loans
increased from a rate of 8.2 per cent in
1972 to 13.4 per cent in 1978. Compare
hat with the American steel industry
interest and dividends payments which
amounted to 6.5 per centin 1972 and 6.05
per cent in 1978. It is BSC’s payments to
the bankers which should be chopped,
not workers’ jobs.

These are the issues in the strike. A
victory for the steelworkers would be a
defeat for the Tories’ attacks on jobs,
wages and union rights. That's why the
steel confrontation amounts to a war
against a whole range of Tory policies.

It’s a war neither the steelworkers,
nor the rest of us can afford to lose. This
government must be brought to its knees.

THE KEY TO VICTORY

*No movement of steel or raw materials,
either at the docks or on the railways
*No special exemptions for private
indusiry, run down the steel stock and
boycott the use of all private and
i imported steel
*For all out strike action, the craft
i unions and steel workers in the private
~ sector should join the strike
*For International solidarity from
European and American steel unions in
boycotting the British industry
*Every trade union and Labour Party
branch should support the steel workers
by setting up local labour movement
support committees through the trades
councils.

'MAKE SURE THE TORIES LOSE
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Capitalism is in crisis. The leaders
of the Labour Party and the trade |
unions offer solutions that are in

the interests not of the workers
but uf the capitalist class.

Socialist Challenge believes that
the two vital tasks confronting

revolutionary socialists are: - DEAR COMRADES

THE future of Socialist Challenge is i danger.
Sustaining a 16-page weekly paper requires at least
5,000 sales each week through local.groups, as well
as a quarterly £2,500 for the fund drive. We do not
have the rich backers, the advertising or the mass
outlets which shore up the bourgeois press.
" Presently we face a stark choice — unless we can
increase both the sales and the fund drive to the
required figures we will have to reduce the size of
the paper to 12 pages. Local group sales are up to

¢ To build broad-based class |
b struggle tendencies in opposition
to ciass-collaborationism in the
i lahour movement. These should
he non-exclusive in character,
grouping together militants hold-
ing a wide range of political views.

* To begin to fight for the
creation of a unified and
democratic revolutionary socialist
organisation which can, through
an application of united front
tactics, begin to be seen as an
alternative by thousands of
workers engaged in struggles.

keep Socialist Challenge afloat.

The election of the Tory government presents
the paper with new tasks and new opportunities.
The Tories are on the attack, while the politics of
the Labour leaders are inadequate to fight them.
"The need 1o hammer home alternative socialist
" policies has never been greater. The hostility of the
working class to the Tories’ attacks has already
erupted in big struggles — abortion, cuts, steel.
There is a massive audience waiting for our politics

Such an organisation should be
based on the understanding that:

The struggle for socialism
seeks to umite the fight of

- 4,000 per week, but we have to go beyond this to '

if we are prepared to reach out to it.

In the present situation there should be no
major problem in selling the paper; we don’t have
to be stuck at 4,000 local sales. However, to
take the paper outwards to its new potential
audience there has to be an end to the conservatism
that exists among IMG members and Socialist
Challenge supporters who do not believe they can
sell more papers. : : '

Targéts

Every IMG branch has been set a target for the
number of papers it should sell. Half the branches
outside London have already met these targets; a
small number have already gone over them. There
is absolutely no-reason why the London branches
and those in the rest of the country which have

- fallen behind should not meet their targets — if they

did we would see an end to many of the financial
problems that beset us, let alone the boost it would
give to the political influence of the paper.

.- Socialist Challen, 5 .323/9 Upper - Street; London N1. Editorial: 01-359 8180/9. Distribution and adverlising:‘ 01-359 8371.

A New Year's Resolution

We need a 16-page paper. Every week we are
forced to make harsh choices about what not to
print, such is the scope of the anti-Tory struggle. If
anything we need more than 16 pages to take in all
the developments in the class struggle. At present
we are installing a new computerised typesetting
machine to ease -our production problems and
improve the design and content of the paper; to win
meore people to socialism and to build the fightback
against the Tories. '

But all- this depends on our readers and
supporters, and time is not on our side. Either we go
forward very rapidly or we will be forced to cut
back. This is why we are making this urgent appeal
to every IMG branch, eyery Socislist Challenge
group and every individual supporter of the paper.
We are asking you to expand your sales and raise
money for the paper as quickly as possible. We are
not asking for anything impossible or unrealistic.

Make sure that your New Year resolution helps
carry forward the strugle for the socialist
aiternative.

workers against the bosses
with that of other oppressed layers
of society — women, black people,
gays — struggling for their
liberation. This socialism can only
he achieved by creating new organs
of power and defeating with all
necessary means the power of the
capitalist state.

Our socialism  will  be
infinitely more democratic
than what exists in Britain

today, with full rights for all
political parties and currents that
do not take up arms against che
socialist state. The Stalini

of ‘socialism’ in the U

Fastern Furope have discredited
socialism in the eves of millions of

workers throughout the world. |

We are opposed to them and will
offer full support to all those
fighting for socialist democracy.

The interests of workers and
capitalists are irreconcilable
on a world scale. Capitalism
has not only created a worid
market, it has created world
politics. Thus we fight for working
class unity on an international
scale. This unity will in the long
run be decisive in defeating both
the imperialist regimes in the West
and (he brutal dictatorships they
sustain in Latin America. Africa
and Asia.
fn Britain it implies demanding
the immediate withdrawal of
British troops from Ireland and
letting the Irish people determine
their own future.

The Communist parties in
Europe are in ¢risis. Neither
the ‘Fuarocommunist” nor

the pro-Moscow wings have any
meaningtul  strategs  tor  the
oserthrow of the capitalist state.
New revolutionary socialist parties
are  more necessary than ever
betfore. Conditions today  are
more fasousable than over the
preceding three decades. But such
parties can only be built by
rejecting sectarianism and seeing
internal democracy not as a luxury
but as a vital necessity, This means
the right to organise factions and
tendencies.

If You agree with these principles
want lo be involved in
socialist Challenge

b and
activities by
supporters in your area, fill in the
form below and send it to us,

| am intercsted in more
information about activities in my
area,
o 1 would like additional literature
and enclose SOp to cover costs,
(Nelete if not applicable)”

........
evvnsssronnn

canesen

By Penny Duggan

THE THIRD and final reading of
Corrie’s anti-abortion Bill will soon
take - place. Changes in the
arrangements of the parliamentary
committee examining the Bill will
ensure that it returns to Parliament
for a final vote in February. Now is
the time for anti-Corrie campaigners
:;q“redoubie their efforts against the
.
It is unlikely that enough MPs will
' change their votes to reverse the huge
majority that the Bill- won in its
second reading last year. But mass
action, particularly by large sections
of the labour movement, still has the
“potential to stop the Bill. The Tory
government would be  forced to

against restrictive legislation and it
would point ahead to the problems of
* implementing the Bill in the face of
strong resistance from women and
doctors. :

The Campaign Against the Corrie
Bill and the National Abortion
. Campaign are proposing a week of
-action against the Bill beginning on 2
February.

Demonstration

A recent Scottish ‘trade union
conference on abortion decided to
- organise a Scottish demonstration on
2 February. This proposal has already
won the backing of the Scottish TUC
and the Glasgow Trades Council.
Such demonstrations would set' the
week of action off to a good start, and
b should be repeated around the
| country. :

Trade . unionists cannot rest on
tneir laurels because of the TUC 28
Qcwber demonstration and .good
initiatives like that in Scotland~The
TUC is presently saying that it cannot
organise further action against the
Corrie Bill as it would be a diversion
from the major struggles against the
cuts, If the TUC was prepared to stick
its . neck out and fight for the
democratic rights of -women against
.Corrieit would be a treméndous boost
‘to the confidence of all those fighting
“the Tories.

i The Scottish trade union
conference can teach us many lessons
about the coming fight against
Corrie. It revealed that although
many unions were prepared to go on
the big TUC sponsored demonstra-
tion in October they were not
prepared to consistently  involve
themselves in the campaign. The
attendance . at the conference . was
limited to local government workers,
civil servants, teachers- and some
trades council delegates.

The conference made a commiit-
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® recognise -the weight of opinion |

common here too.

ment to go out and win sapport for
the week of action by organising
among women, in the trade unions,
among youth and students and in the

| Labour Party. The possibilities for

winning support.in all these sectors is
by no means exhausted.

Pollok

Kathy Finn explained how she
won Poliock Constituency . Labour
Party to oppose the Corrie Bill
despite the tact that the local MP is
James White, a notorious anti-
abortionist. Even in such an
unpromising situation much support
can be won.

Whether the Corrie Bill is passed
or not we have to go on building the
abortion campaign.

“If the Bill falls we have to
immediately start the fight for the full
implementation of the 1967 Act by
making the provision of NHS
abortion facilities obligatory in every
area. The campaign is also committed
to opposing every NHS cut, we don’t
want one section of the health service
played off against the other.

We have to move béyond defence

need to strengthen our ability to face

future attacks. The Labour Party
should be pressurised to fight — both
in and outside Parliament — for a
woman’s right to choose.

" Despite. the TUC-sponsored

demonstration and the enormous

strides that have been taken in
winning support for abortion rights in
the labour movement ‘it is still
primarily women who will’ have to
lead the fight for their rights. It is the
indepenaent pressure of women that
has forced the labour movement to
act, and this pressure must be kept up
to maintain and increase this level of
support.

How to campaign against the Corrie Bill

Corrie —a tremendous responsibility
for the women's movement B

ONE-fifth of all patients in this San Salvador hospitalrare victims of illegal abortions — Corrie will make this more

Here the women’s movement has
a tremendous responsibility to ensure
that ‘there is the maximum
mobilisations against the Corrie Bill
in February. Not only do they have to
bring women to the demonstration,
but spearhead the struggle to win the
organised power of the-trades unions .
to fight alongside us.

The National Union of Students
has already committed itself to a
national stoppage of education in
support of the mass lobby and raily
agains the Bill on.5 February. This
kind of support has to be won
everywhere.

of the 1967 Act and start thinking .
| about the positive gains that women

M Abortion campaigners welcome to NAC National Planning
Meeting, 5 January, London. Phone NAC: 01-278 0153 for venue.

I Half a million signatures on the petition by 14 January. Available
from/return to: CAC, 374 Grays Inn Rd, London WC1. 01-278 0153.

[l Trade union month of action in January. )

M Local and regional demonstrations on 2 February to start week of
action. -

lMass lobby and raily, Central Hall, Westminster, 5 February
organised by CAC and supported by the South East region of the TUC.
PWWomen’s Assembly, Central Hall, Westminster, 8 February.”
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Showdown ‘80

How the

steelindustry
tumbled into
the smelter

By Patrick Sikorski

THE TORIES want a showdown in
steel. The wage ‘offer’ — representing
no new money — came in the same
week as the announcement to the
unions that . the British Steel
Corporation wants another 60,000
redundancies.

This is in addition to the 15,000
Jjobs that will be lost as a result of the
closure of the Corby and Shotion steel
-plants, which was announced last

July.

Sir Keith Joseph has made it clear
to BSC chairperson Sir Charles
Villiers that the corporation must
balance its books by next March or
make the ‘necessary” cuts.

This makes a nonsemse of the
Tories’ claim that they will o
intervene in negotiations between
management and emplovers. As
Industry Secretary, Keith Joseph &
effect chief executive of ail ihe
nationalised industries

Productivit&’

‘The miners were able to settle for a
21.per cent pay rise without m
Pfc'dﬂﬁtﬂ'ﬂ&ﬂ!mgs being 1
that there wis 20 momcy for rises ower * |
15 per cemt The Tories wese
nderscandaie BOr Eea 3> make o
e ey Wik e oo et
0f ther eadersiy o —w e prews
especiaily the [or 2o Noee T-zom
Confederation, the Tomes
confident that the steel workers are a
soft option.

As well as the closures and mass
redundancies, what’s on offer to the
steel workers is a wage cut, through
the: removal - of the' guaranteed
working week and weekend working,
productivity -dealing, and no new
money when inflation will reach 20
per cent this year.

The Tories’ plan is to rationalise
the steel industry by shrinking the
present production capacity of 21.6m
tonnes into line with demand, now
running at 17.6m and still falling.
BSC will probably notch up an even
bigger loss in 1979 than its £309m
deficit the previous year. The
corporation has lost over £1,000m
since 1975. ) )

Looking at figures like these it
would seem that the arguments of the
mass media, the Tories, and the
management that BSC’s problems are
caused by poor productivity (for
which read ‘a lazy, overpaid
workforce’), foreign competition,
and a cash crisis must have some
foundation.

Symptoms

A cashcrisis does exist in BSC and
British steel is being undercut by
imports. But these are only °
symptoms, not the disease.

The crisis in the steel industry is a
structural one. The heart of the
matter is that the British steel industry
failed to adopt the oxygen steel
making methods after the Second
World War. Instead the private

_Testructuring the industry. -

owners clung to the outdated open

hearth method. To modernise the
industry would have taken around
£4,000m at 1967 prices in a situation
of collapsing profits. ’

Only the state could spend this
kind of money. BSC was formed by
the ‘Wilson government in 1967 to
take this step. Along with  the
investment required was the need to
scrap old plant with resulting mass
job loss.

Investment
The aim was that instead of the 30

i Or so major steelmaking plants BSC

shonld concentraie production at five
plants. These were 10 be Scunthorpe,
Redoar. Ravenscraie, Port Talboc,
and | iarwere Bay mo sooner kad the
bk of the wecmex prograssme
fmsied 2@ £ hecpwe Sear e The

" proseciad hocex Ix rhe " wowAE Mot

Iyroacimg
W S e ol nzovmreer awd
mEEHoecy of mingk e mrowaiksed

The simple truth is that private
capital was not prepared to invest in

I O U Y o™ e
THEE DWIETT IO o
DE-FE DTN A Mhrs pmeeiwe Weewr
O anc SETETeN e TRCaeaThes
®IUr I TR | IS w5l srapew e
R T TR oy Sk opne e Tores

o after thew efernor samors = 1953

denationalised steel.
Ribbons

But by the 1960s competition from
the giant modern, fully-integrated

steel mills in West Germany, Japan
and the USA had cut 14 major British

companies to ribbons. British capital-

needed bailing out and Harold Wilson
obliged. The 16-year gap between the
two nationalisations meant that the
problems faced by the steel workers
today are much more acute than they
would have been in the ’50s.

The emphasis of the first
nationalisation was on increasing
capacity and production during the
post-war boom. Labour’s policy for
BSC in the 1960s was to eliminate
costly and outdated plant on a large
scale. :

Now the Tories want to push
through massive restructuring in bulk
production to serve sections of British
industry which would have to pay
more for steel from abroad, and to
provide basic steel for the privately-

owned specialised producers. Profit-

able sections of the industry will be
hived off to the private sector.

The only interest of the private
owners and their Tory representatives
in  parliament and government
throughout the post-war history of
the industry has been to extract the
maximum profit from steel at the least
risk to their private capital. They have
not been interested in a British steel

- industry, o
It would be fatal for the labour

- SHOTTON - 10,725 men ' BARROW - - 435 mea

IRONTIRCIF 1T Es T e Al | omee

- the Brinez me= mousrs T oz
; would be 10’ accee i The mctyar—

has to be made “viable® — thar =
profitable — before it can be
re-expanded. That is to accept the
need for massive rationalisation,

_The workers’ interest is to defend
their jobs and living standards. The
faté of British steel is not their
responsibility. The farce of worker
directors and union officials like Bill
Sirs who sit on the BSC board at
present and who are powerless to stop
mass sackings and closures makes this
clear.

What is needed is a campaign
based on the independent self-activity

of therank and file steel workers. The .

national strike on pay must become
an all-out strike against all job loss as
well, -

Elections

Mass - meetings of the wh_ole
workforce should elect steel action

committees in every plant to run the -

“strike, It was strikes led by such rank
and file committees in the Port
Talbot, Velindre and Trostre mills
in South Wales in 1976 which
turned back Labour’s plan to cut the
wages bill by £179m at the expense of
40,000 jobs. S
These committees will have to
immediately move to shut down the
private steel mills. Bill Sirs has said
that they are exempted from the

action and has even suggested that 7

CESC el Joeve T o4 wTYEEE TEserT

Tz T XTTMER I & BT N M
TG CHIE IY S wepmeewr vv NrIgmm
N0 D ek Py wEDEMC B IT ke
the strike befors X x5

Protection

However, even if the strike were
—uccessful and the closure plan were
withdrawn it would only be yet
another temporary respite. What is
needed is protection against a reduced
work load, whether through reces-
sion or technical change. What should
happen is that the contracted
workload should be sharéd by the
same number of workers with no ioss
of pay. -

A TYight for this demand must be
taken upin the course of this strike —
not after it. If it isn’t then the strikers
will have no answer to the attacks
from the management and the Tories

that their strike will only drive the . _

industry deeper into bankruptcy,

resulting in more redundancies.
~The demand for work-sharing

with no loss of pay would unite all

steel workers, overcome sectional

conflicts, and avoid tying up the
struggle in secondary wrangles about
whether this or that plant closes
down.

The guaranteed working week
partly establishes the principal of
work-sharing with no loss of pay.
This is why BSC is so keen to get rid of

_it. Far from being sacrificed, this gain

must be extended.

SUPPORT THE STEEL STRIKE

@ 6,400 JOBS T0 GO WORKINGTON 2,545 men
- LLANWERN , 9,235 men BEWSEY RD/MONKS HALL 1,075 mem
~ @ 400 JOBS LOST | SHELTON 650 men
WHITEHEAD 1,030 men BILSTON/WOLVERHAMPTON 2,505 men
PANTEG ™ 960 men - | @ 2,000 JOBS LOST
CLYDESDALE 2,615 men JARROW 325men
CLYDEBRIDGE 1,150 men CONSETT 4,335 mem
@ UNDER THREAT @ 430 JOBS LOST
LANARKSHIRE 395 men HARTLEPOOL/STOCKTON 3,075 men
@ T0 BE CLOSED ' REDCAR/LACKENBY 17,685 men
DALZELL 1,110 men. @ 1,200 JOBS LOST
@ UNDER THREAT | SKINNINGROVE 1,045 men
RAVENSCRAIG/GARTCOSH 7,380 men STOCKSBRIDGE / TINSLEY 8,135 men
@ UNDER THREAT s | ROTHERHAM 9,540 men
HALLSIDE e 605 men RIVER DON 2,440 men
CRAIGNEUK 1,385 men | @ 400+ JOBS TO 60
GLENGARNOCK - 290 men 't T SHEPCOTE LANE 2,380 men
EBBW VALE 4,400 men ] : SCUNTHORPE 17.305 men
ORB/COOKLEY 2,750 men | © LNDER RREAT
PORT TALBOT 12.485men !\ - CoRSY 11 .00 mm
@ 2,300 JOBS T0 6O 118 © 5.000 JOBS 1 GO
TROSTRE/VELINDRE

.dancies on top of the 25,000 it

a demand by the
corporation for an end to the
guaranteed minimum wage
paid to steelworkers to offset

executive called for a national
strike to begin on 2 January,
and has since rejected further
offers strictly tied to pro-
duc%i;ity deals. .

e original pay offer came
‘a matter of days after BSC
announced 30,000 redun-

had demanded earlier in the
year. The corporation aims to
meet the government’s require-
ment for BSC to show a profit
by April. It has lost over
£1,000m since 1975,
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JOBS

By Celia Pugh

STEEL workers are engaged in their first
national strike since 1926. Then, they struck in
solidarity with miners’ struggle to defend jobs
and conditions. This time it’s the other way
round. The miners are throwing their weight
behind the steelworkers. :

BSC’s decision to double its coal imports, as
well as its proposed closures, threatens many
miners’ jobs. :

Along with transport workers and dockers,
miners and steelworkers are preparing {o stop
steel coming into the country, prevent any
movement of steel between plants, and force
BSC to give in to the wage demands of the
steelworkers. They know this strike is not just

®

‘about pay: It is the first national challemge to

the Tory government. Not-ondy are:wages at.. |

“stake but also thousands of jobs.

In South Wales, three quartérs V;Aof , tﬁe :
'Llanwern and Port Talbot steelworkers face

‘redundancy. George Wright, General Secretary
of the Welsh TUC, argues that this will mean
- “the loss of 15,000 miners’ jobs and the closure

of 21 South Wales pits; In its wake will follow
the livelihoods. of dockers, transport workers
and thousands who service the mining and steel
communities. : ) v

With this threat looming, the Welsh TUC is

laying plans for a day of strike action to defend .

jobs on 21 January. Miners, railway workers,
engineers, dockers and of course steelworkers,
are discussing support for this action, Emlyn..
Williams, South Wales president of the NUM,

has already received pledges for strike action ,, ..

from five other British coalfields if Welsh
miners take action on 21 January.

Some doubts are being cast over the
likelihood of this regional general strike in
Wales, because the ISTC national executive has
not yet given its backing and South Wales
steelworkers are reluctant to strike out alone
against job loss. They don’t want to see their

struggle isolated and defeated, as happened at -

Corby because of the inactivity of the national
union, despite a massive local campaign.

The head of steam built up through national
strike action can be used to challenge the
passivity of the union leaders on jobs. George
Wright predicts that the present strike over pay
will ‘run into another ISTC strike from 21
January in defence of jobs’. Let’s hope he's
right. .

With proposed boycott action by transport
workers and dockers, the steel strike is off to a
good start, As stocks of steel run out, whether
in the car or can factories, trade unionists will-

' have to be on the alert against steel imported .
from other countries or sneaked in from private

steel plants.

Bill Sirs has thréatened‘,that ‘we will put -

pickets wherever they are necessary regardless
of Jim Prior’. If he sticks to this, then the- whole

- of the trade union movement mst furn out to
make sure that the steel strike is brought to a -

sucessful conclusion. .
This means that solidarity action must b

prepared in every town, whether there is 2 steel |

plant or not. The steelworkers are taking the -
lend - against ‘the Tories. They deserve the .
support of every trade unionist and Labour
Party member in Britain.

ficht the Tories?

By Denny Fitzpatrick
""THE -Lisison Committee - for the
_Defence of Trade Unions is probably
pest known for initiating mass
onofficial strike action against the
. Tory Industrial Relations Bill in
December of 1970. : .
It continued to put pressure on the
official  trade. union movement
throughout the life of the last Tory

government which was toppled by the:-

- miners’ action in 1974, Since that time
it has kept a low profile. . R
. The British shop stewards
movement has suffered one of ‘the
biggest insults in its history with the
snspension of Derek Rohinson. - -
Backing from the LCDTU, which
meets on 26 January, will be crucisl to
the campaign. being waged in the
AUEW to remove Duffy from office
for his refusal to defend Robinson.

The ten per cent support needed to
win a recall ballot of the membership
on this issue could be gained if the
LCDTU decides to endorse the ‘Rule
15’ campaign.

With a nationsl steel strike and the
Yeries preparing 1o oy and esforce
sesarictions oa effective picketing the
confiemeece could mot come st 2 BmOT
aqpesTRNT U

The mass movement at the base '
must be strengthened in their fight

against the Tories, The conference

- should adopt the Code of Practice if it -
really wants to ensure that their are

‘no chains. on the unions’.

The LCDTU could provide a
central focus for opposing all the
Tories’ anti-working class measures.’
The attacks on women’s rights, the
attacks on black people, the vicious
spending cuts,. the attempts to put
more and more people on the dole

| need to be met by a co-ordinated |

response from the left in the trade -

1 unions. Even the steelworkers will;got
‘win if they are left to their ewn

resources. .
Solidarity action is key. The

Labour Party and the trade unions

locally and nationally must be forced
to act in defence of workers rights and
use their power to get the Tories out of
office.

The Linison Committee has the
power to build a movement at the base
that could force Tony Bean and Mass
Evans not samply to talk left but to act
iefi. Will it be prepored o wse if?

Socalist Challenge

. should put motioms to their amioa

raaches now arging support for:

| lNor:msshﬁ‘ofbidmtlims;

2 For defence of 100 per cent closed
shop and for sanctions to be applied
sgamst any individuals breeking

clased shop;

-secret ballots, H

Strikes to be nun by elected strike
commiittees. Pickets to be positioned
at wh frlbages Py
win the depute and in sufficent
numbers to ansure that picket lines
are X
All-appeais for blacking and financial
assistance for disputes to be cartied
out wherever practicable;

) GSLppoﬂdlsmadebvwim

e_cm\mittessfwmssandsympallw
pickets; " - ’
No settlement of dispites
by. the members concomed—no
enforced ‘arbitration’ or enforced

Codeof Practi

of Practice
*Strike action against the cuts on

18 February called by the South

Yorkshire Council of the Labour

Party. . : )

*Support for the Code of
Practice.

- candidate is.- Emie

PORT TALBO'I; steelworks near Swansea — three guarters of the wor_kers could go

'Will the Liaison Committee

Fight over combine
‘secretary'sjob

By Geoffrey Sheridan

BL is not the only company playing
the - victimisation game. Lucas
Aerospace management has been
trying to - dispense with various
shopfloor leaders and the latest
Scarbrow,
secretary of the Lucas Aerospace
combine comittee.

Having first eliminated Scar-

brow’s job as a product engineer at

the compsany’s plant in Willesden,
NW London, he was then made an
offer he could only refuse — an

unsnitable job at a plant in Hemel .
Hempstead. . When Scarbrow- duly -

turned it down, he was sacked. .
That was on 5 December. The
response from the shopfloor has
caused the company to change its
mind — at least temporarily. '

Tactic

~ Now management has withdrawn
" the dismissal notice, but it has yet
to decide how Scarbrow is to be
employed. He expects that further

" jndustrial action will be -necessary

when the company offers him other .
unacceptable jobs. :

Bonus

Comnienting on the Derek
Robinson sacking at BL, Emie
" Scarbrow says: ‘We just do not expect
support from the official trade union
movement. If we get it, it’s a bonus.’
In this . case, Scarbrow’s union,
AUEW(TASS) — the Engineering
Union’s white-collar section, is
officially supporting his reinstate-
ment. :

Scarbrow is co-ordinator of the
working party established by the
Confederation-of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions to examine

| altermatives to the redundancies and
" chesares proposed by

Lucas
Asrespace. He is the fourth member
of the wurking party the company kas
ed ek
Virmages of sappert: c'e Mike
Compes. % Somes Place. Seugh,



HOMENEWS

By Brian Grogan.'and Steve Potter

THIS TORY governmem has declared war on
all working people. Youth, women, and black
people will be hit the hardest But at present it is
. the steelworkers who stand in the front line.
The Tories have picked out these workers for a
test of strength with the whole working class.

Every section of society will be affected.
That’s why all possible support needs to be
glven to the steelworkers, particularly by the
miners, railworkers, and the dockers. The
steelworkers’ strike is a defensive struggle, but
it can be turned into a movement to pave the
way for removing this government.

The speed and ferocity with which Tory
policies have béen pushed through reflects the
urgent requiremert of Britain’s rulers to make
the working class pay-for the cost of the world

" recession predicted for 1980.

The Tories claim that the crisis is due to the
working class not working hard enough and
that it is paid excessive wage rates. This lie is
faithfully - echoed by every Fleet Strcet
newspaper. o

In fact, productivity has risen many times
over the past decades. The problem for the
capitalists is a feature of their own system — the
tendency for the rate of profit to fall. -

Misery

So the rate of exploitation of labour must be
raised. Schools, hospitals, and public housing
all vital. to the working class, but
unprofitable for the ruling class — must be cut
back. Unproductive sectors. of industry like

- steel must be closed down without regard to the
misery of unemployment for thousards.

Thatcher has enthusiastic support for these

policies from the ruling class internationally.

"Because what is happening in Britain is only
part of an international drive to reconstruct the
ciapltahst system at the expense of the working
class.

For example, the Villiers plan 1o deprive -

52,000 steelworkers of their jobs is onlv pari of
the Davignon pian for the West Furopean steel

‘the need to kick out the Tories. Increasingty,
actions will run together. The logic is towards
unified and. generalised strikes against the
Tories. .

When the miners threw out Edward Heath §
in 1974, they dispelled the myth that Parliament
and the law stand above the needs and wishes of
the majority of the population — the working
people of Britain. -

Labour councils should now take up that
challenge and call mass action to support their
refusal to implement the Tory cuts.

Rights
Lord Denning has made it clear what he
thinks the law is for in his judgements against
the unions, and others fighting for their righis.
Such law has always been changed when it has

| collided with thousands of people going in the

opposite direction. The name of sach a
movement would be socialist.
. That is what Tony Benn and his su
in the Labour Party claim to be fighung for.
They say that the main struggle today is to make
sure that the Tories are not replaced with
another government like that of Callaghan. So
they call for support in their struggie inside the
Labour Party against the right wing.

But they refuse 1o link up their campaigs =
the Laboar Party, through sach bodies as the

Thers ooecs @ 2 2 wsoams R o
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industry decided two years ago. whxh w1l 2o Seltley — The inbowr movenrat veos the lnst hostle wish e Toses.

take the jobs of 80,000 Belgian and Freot e
workers.

Living standards, public senvices. arnd
employment will inevitably suffer if rhese

policies are allowed to succeed. But more is

involved.

For the Tories to win, they also have to
temove some,of the basic. nghts that have been. .
wer. by the- workmg class..
Torie$ are deadly serious: 7, they say Yhey
wamtod:smam]eaﬂtbcmndehi‘:
labour movemen: sincs the Second Worid Wi

Inflation

Public services have been slashed, with a
further budget to come this month. The plan to
remove 25,000 jobs in British Leyland in

. addition to the jobs in steel has been
accompanied by a deliberate campaign against
the unemployed. Dole money will be caflously
cut by allowing it to fall substantially against
price increases.

Living standards are also under attack.
VAT has doubled, the cost of mortgages has
reached record heights, and rent and rate

increases have been forced through. Inflation |.

~will top 20 per cent this year,

But these are only the first steps of this
government. To go further, the strength and
unity-of the trade union movement has to be
undermined. This was the number one lesson of
the Heath government for Margaret Thatcher.

The suspension of Derek Robinson, the
British Leyland convenor, was complementary
to the aim of the Prior laws to take away the
‘most powerful weapons of the rank and file
membership of the unions — the right to
effective pxcketmg, direct democracy, and the
closed shop.

The working class will be further divided on

“racial ‘lines if the attack on black people
through the Natlonalltles Bill is allowed to gd
ahead.

Reactionary

Women, who have made up the large
" ‘majority of thie new recruits to the trade union
. movement over the past two years; are being

forced out of employment at a far higher rate
than men — back into the home. Through
ministerial ~statéments, the Tories have
promoted . the reactionary attacks ag‘ajnst the

- 1967 Abortion Act.

The Whitelaw proposals on pnsons and the
_huge strengthening of the police are part of the
" drive to disciplihe and ' attack youth,
- particularly black youth, who are rebelling

against the conditions of life which give them
no future.

\ Internationally, the Tory government has
closed :ranks with. the United tes
government. While other capitalist countries in

- West Europe have protested the stationing of

is ‘why. the §':

MG statement

the- Cruise and Pershing missiles on their
territory, the Tories welcomed these weapons,
‘along with a commitment to boost Britain’s
contribution to the war drive. )

In an astonishing precedent, Britain -has
acqmred a new colony in Zimbabwe. But the
comic aspects of Lord Soames’ reign should not
+-obscure the deadly seriousness with which the
“Tories are now leading the military forces of
this white racist regime against the liberation
armies, which have the overwhelming support
of the black population.

Ireland

In Ireland, the Tories are trying to persuade
worried 1mper1ahsts in other counmes that they
are not losing control.

The faltering attempt by Humphrey Atkins={*
to provide a ‘political initiative’ iri the North of
Ireland masks " a tightening of security, a
reconsideration of some form of internment
along with-the maintenance of torture, and the
barbaric conditions in H Block. .

The Prevention of Terrorism Act continues
to be used to intimidate the Irish commumty
in Britain and to deter the growing sentiment
for troop withdrawal.

The fact the traditionaily mode_rate
steelworkers’ union has been forced into
national strike action against the provocation
by the British- Steel Corporation shows the

policies.

The call by the Welsh TUC for a strike in
South Wales against unemployment, which is
supported by stéelworkers, miners and railway
workers, shows the unity that can be built if the
steel union leaders declare that this strike is-
about saving JObS

Not only is this the way to win active
support from other unions, it is the only way to

closure plans.

extent. of opposition to this government’s | .-

unify steelworkers in towns. like- Corby and

withtheTories

Consett which are under sentence of death. For
them, 2 per cent, 5 per cent, or 20 per cent of
nothmg is still nothmg

.. The defeats already sustained by the steel
workers should not be forgotten. Working
people in Corby initially refused to accept the
They fought, marched and
protested. They were left isolated by the same
Bill Sirs who is now leading the steel strike, and
they were forced to retreat.

Thousands of British Leyland workers
walked out without prompting .from their
leadership when the news of Derek Robinson’s
dismissal broke. Left alone, they witnessed the

“strike crumbling as Terry Duffy, the AUEW

leader, refused to call the official action that
would have had Robmson reinstated wlthm a
week

- The message is not that the unions cannot
t" ght back, as some who should know better are
‘NOwW clam’ung The lesfon is that the trade union
leaders are terrified of Centralising a movement
agamst the Tory policies that would. threaten
the existence of Thatcher’s government and
take on a socialist direction.

That sort of movement has to be fought for,
giving those who feel isolated and powerless the
confidence that a natlonal mass movement is by
their side.

Action

Such a movement is built through
demonstrations like that called by the TUC
against the Corrie anti-abortion Bill; through
the 60,000 strong demonstration against the
cuts called by the Labour Party in November;
| and .the. mobilisation.-of black industrial
“workers against the racist laws.

-These disparate aims and actions can only

“be knitted into a common movement politically

by raising the perspective that was first
endorsed by the Scottish miners last summer —

Orgasise
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camopaien. In the course of Ty ~azwoswrs fora
united front, a new leadership for the rade
unions at every level can start to be forged
around policies: which start to challenge the
logic of ‘the capitalist system.

The working class does not have the
leadership, nor the consciousness to overthrow
that system today. What can.be done is to build
a revolutionary organisation that fights for the
building of the mass party that can resolve both
thése problems.

Strategy

Such a party "will be internationalist,
breaking with all notions that there is ‘any -
common interest between workers and bosses
through. reactionary -ideas of  ‘national
interest’. In fighting for united action against
the reformist misleaders, such a party-will forge
a new leadership devoted only to the | interests of
the working class.

This sort of strategy is capable of winning
many militants in the unions who presently owe

- their allegiance to the left reformust leaders. It
-can break some members of the Communist
| Party disillusioned with its carbon—copy left

reformist ideas.

_ It will involve youth who are awakening to
revolutionary ideas under the hammer blOWS of
the Tories. They can play a major role in the
struggle. Therefore support must be given to
the decision by the recent conference - of
Revelution to- build - a revolutionary youth
organisation to be launched later this year.

We consider that those who agree with this
perspective  should join the International
Marxist Group in the battle against the Tories
and for a socialist alternative. .

*The substance of this article was approved
at a meeting of the IMG Central Commmee last

weekend.
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Red Mole

IRELAND

The people have risen up wzainst the Orange police st and Brilish troops.
They will smach British Imperialism or be smasbed themselyes.

By Charles Howard

THE SEVENTIES were nothing if not
action-packed. A diverse set of political
convulsions saw the fall of Nixon, Heath,
Tanaka, Fanfani, Caetano, Bandaranaike,
Bhutto, Thieu. Tanzania invaded Uganda to
overthrow Idi Amin; Vietnam invaded
Kampuchea to dislodge Pol Pot; Cuba sent its
soldiers across two eontinents to help Angolan
nationalists defeat the South Africans, an event
celebrated by the Soweto insurrection. The
United States suffered a crushing defeat with the
fall of Saigon, followed less than four years later
by the overthrow of the Shah.

The decade saw a furious attempt by the
United States and its allies to preserve social and
political stability. But the social forces generated
by the continuing economic crisis refused to be
tamed. Their eruption in the very heartlands of
capitalism, long considered a secure and stable
imperialist zone, shook the ruling classes in
Europe.

TO THE I
BUTCHER OF AMMAN:
Your friends, the imperialists,
may smport you to
the tast drop of Arab oil,

bart your enesmies, If it was Portugal that came closest to a
S revolution, the situation in Spain was none too
the Palestinian Arab masses, easy. In both countries a turbulent transition

from  bourgeois dictatorship to bourgeois
democracy was considerably aided by forces
based inside the workers movement itself. In

Communist Party ensured, in their different
ways, that the mass struggles did not overflow

of new bourgeois democratic institutions.

event: a combination of the social and economic
contradictions in Portuguese society and the
failure of the colonial army to defeat the

and Guinea-Bissau. Rarely has the inter-
relationship between the anti-imperialist struggle
in the ‘third world’ and the proletarian
| revolution in the metropolis been demonstrated

1974-75. -Though of course the Watergate
scandal which led to the resignation of Nixon was
not unconnected with the defeat in Indochina. It
was one of the Vietnamese leaders who stated
that the Watergate crisis had begun on the
battlefields of Southern Vietnam.

In Latin America the United States was
successful for most of the decade in preventing
new social upheavels. It did so by backing and
arming the most reactionary regimes that
continent has known: in Chile, Argentina,
Uruguay, Paraguay. But as the decade drew to a
close the guerilla struggle launched by the
Sandinistas in Nicaragua culminated in a mass
insurrection which toppled the hated Somoza
dictatorship. )

The structures of the capitalist world revealed
that the system was weakest at its'extremities. It
was in Asia, Africa and Latin America that
imperialism suffered, its worst reverses. The
reason for this was the continued inability of the
indigenous ruling classes to develop a self-
sustained and stable basis of support for their
evior b rule. The overthrow of the Shah and the fall of

W Somoza demonstrated that even the most brutal
MG TO FIELD .
: 3 CANDIDA}'ES

and well-oiled instruments of repression were of
no avail against the power of the masses.

‘MI'II‘CII’I;S call

or ]
nahonal sirike

But it would be false to present a one-sided
picture. It is worth recalling that the very first
year of the last decade saw the defeat of the’
Palestinians in Jordan. The Hashemite monarch
King Hussein (aided by a then obscure Pakistani
military officer named Zia-ul-Haq) ruthlessly
crushed the Palestinian resistance in the month
which became known throughout the Arab world
as Black September.

From that time on the leaders of the
Palestine Liberation Organisation turned their
attention away from any serious opposition to-
the existing Arab regimes and deepened their
reliance on Saudi Arabia, Libya and Syria.

The Pinochet coup in Chile was aided and

MORE

Portugal the Socialist Party and in Spain the

the damps erected by the ruling classes in;the shape

The revolt in Portugal was itself a novel -

liberation movements in Angola, Mozambique

in as striking a fashion as it was in Portugal in .
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abetted every inch of the way by the United
States. Within a fortnight thousands of trade
unionists and leftists had been butchered in cold
blodd.. In neighbouring Argentina a state-
sponsored terrorism unleashed a bloodbath
against the left. In Brazil, however, the
phenomenal increase in the size of the urban
working class saw -the birth of new mass
oppositions, which continue to grow in size and
influence. .

It was the instability of capitalist Europe
which worried the general staff of imperialism.
For if the fortifications were breached anywhere
in Western Europe the effects on a global scale
would be catastrophic for the capitalist social
order. But the defeat of the Portuguese
revolution in November 1975 inaugurated a
temporary stability. In country after country
right-wing governments were elected ~or
re-elected to office: Spain, France, Italy,
Sweden, Britain, Portugal. A victory for Strauss
in West Germany would (if it occurred) cast a
long shadow over the whole continent in the first
years of the new decade.

The hold of bourgeois democracy and mass
reformism proved to be a winning combination
for the Western European ruling class — though
mass unemployment and the continuing
economic recession are bound in the next ten
years to create fissures which it will be difficult to
contain in the same way. -

In Britain the beginning of the Seventies saw &
build-up of steam inside the labour movemen
against the policies of-the Heath government
From 1970-74 the British working class
undeterred by constitutional niceties, led @
sustained struggle against the Tories. The fall of
Heath in 1974 1ed to two general elections, from
which Labour emerged victorious, but the smal
majority it secured soon disappeared.
Nonetheless the election of a Labour government
on the heels of a mass working class upsurge let
many workers to believe that the Labou
government would at least implement som
important radical reforms. They were to b

FRANCOISM !

disappointed. Neither the Wilson nor Callaghar




SCABS SHALL NOT
PASS ON 11 JULY

‘“Wecall for this
;10 be the most
- mighty display of

strength and unity
" in defence of trade
* - unionism that our P
- povement has
~ seenimyears.”’

— Grunwick StrikeCommittee.

IRELAND
TORTURED

Screamas loud as youlike Europe won't listen

‘msnabxhty. *The central demands of the Chinese

.application of -Stalinist methods by ‘Pol Pot
"which ' led to the forced deportation of the

governments did anything which benefited the’
‘working class.

Both sought to fulfil their
traditional role of policing the labour movement
for capital.

The anger of large sections of the population
was reflected negatively. The Tory election
victory was massive and the popular vote in
favour of the Tories was the highest recorded in

favour of any British political party since the |

First World War. Armed .with electoral
legitimacy the Thatcher government embarked
on the most profound attack on the working class
and its living standards attempted since the
Thirties. The future of the Tory government and
of Thatcher as leader of the Tory Party wili be
determined in the coming decade by the ability of

.organised labour to resist the onslaught and

mount-a counter-offensive.

In the non-capitalist world the picture was
equally contradictory. While the. Brezhnev
administration appeared stable and secure, the
.growth. of organised dissidence grew apace in
virtually every Eastern European country. In
Czechoslovakia and Poland the oppositions
could not be blackmailed or browbeaten or

“harassed into submission. In East Germany a

new wave of obppositionists emerged, their

intransigence symbolised by Rudolph Bahro and

his critique of bureaucratic society.
In China the death of Mao ‘produced more

oppositionists. were for ‘socialist: democracy
The processes of the Cultural Revolution in the |
previous decade had created a populace with a
greater polmcal awareness and self-confidence
than those in most of Eastern Europe. This was
utilised by Deng Xiaoping to climb to power, but
it remains a weapon which could be turned
against him. The fact that most of the
oppositionists in. China utilise Marxist ideas to
attack the bureaucracy is also an important
feature of contemporary Chinese politics.

But the most disturbing development in the

non-capitalist world was seen in Kampuchea.

The scale of the American bombing and the
savage repression of the Lon Mol forces laid-the
basis. for .the ferocity -of the Khmer
Rouge. The Pol Pot regime was thus a product of
imperialism. and - Stalinism. It was the extreme,

population from town to countryside; the
creation of ‘agrovilles’ which were seen by
sections of the population as concentration
camps; and an unbridled chauvinism.

The resulting instability provided openings
for imperialism. The Vietnamese militarily
invaded Kampuchea to overthrow Pol Pot. The
Chinese invaded Vietnam to ‘teach the
Vietnamese a lesson and destroy the myth of
Vietnamese invincibility’ (Deng Xiaoping). The
Chinesg were forced to withdraw after heavy
casualties, while Vietnam remained in
Kampuchea and established a new government
‘headed by Heng Samrin.

The shennanigans in Indochma led to a
powerful and well-orchestrated ideological
offensive by imperialism against Vietnam. Its
purpose was both to decrease the authority and
influence of the Vietnamese (a by-product of
their unprecedented tenacity and heroism) and to
prepare American public oprmon for further
interventions.

But the events in Indochina did nothing but
harm the cause of socialism. They showed once
again the pernicious effect of Stalinism inside the
international workers movement. They proved

once again the central importance of the struggle™

for socialist- democracy in the non-capitalist
world.

None of the problems faced in the Seventies
ha®e been resolved. As we move into the Eighties
we will see a continuation of the conflicts which
began during the last ten years. If the Seventies
represented a stalemate, the Eightics will have to
see it resolved one way or the other.

By Roy Alexander

ACCORDING to one comrhentator, the history

gold was worth $35 and a barrel of oil $1.20,

- whereas in 1979 gold has topped $500 an ounce

and a barrel of oil will cost you more like $40.

The. dramatic behaviour of these two
commodities on the world market summarises
very clearly the growing crisis of the imperialist

- world system, the shifts of power that are taking

place within it, and the inability of the
bourgeoisie to control its future course.

If the 1960s witnessed the gradual run-down
of the long capitalist boom after the post-war
recovery, then the *70s saw it transformed into
outright stagnation. The following table sums up
the economic performance of the advanced
capitalist economies — the members of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) — both as a whole and
some major individual cases:

Anunuat average econemic growth [in real terms]

1960s 1970s

OECD as a whole 5.1% 3.5%
United States- ~ ~ 4.6 2.8
Britain 2.8 2.2
Japan 10.3 8.8
France - 5.6 4.0
~ Germany 4.5 3.2
Italy 5.3 ) 3.6

In the years-1974/75 stagnation turned into a
full-scale recession, with almost all the miajor
economies going into reverse gear. Inflation,
mass unemployment — all the bogies of capitalist
crisis which were supposed to be ‘ancient history”

: reappeared In the 1960s the average rate of
‘mflatlpn in the QECD countries was 3 per cent a
“%ear; in the *70s it was 8 per cent; in 1980 it \gfll be

- over 9 per cent. In the 1960s the average rate of
" unemployment was under 3 per cent; today it is
- over 3 per cent and rising.

‘Decline

_ This is a classical capitalist crisis, brought on

"by the long-term decline in the rate of profit in

the major imperialist countries and the resulting
restriction of  capital accumulation (the
reinvestment by capitalists of the surplus value

" they collect from the exploitation of the

workers). The following table shows this clearly:

Average growth of business investment

1960-73 1973-78
United States 4.9% 0.7%
Britain 4.0 35
" Japan 14.3 0
France 7.2 0.2
Germany 4.2 0.2
ltaly 4.6 -1.2

Inevitably this has produced a shake-up in
the world economic order. The most spectacular
development has been the relative decline of US
imperialism. It has been increasingly unable to
play the role of the world’s banker —. the

‘ post-war international monetary set-up based on

the US dollar came to an end as early as 1971.

The second shift was the rise of the
oil-producing countries with the formation of the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC), and the “oil crisis’ of 1974. For almost
three decades the growth of the world’s capitalist
economies had depended heavily upon.imported
energy-sources — especially oil.

Oil

In all this time the price of oil had hardly risen
at all. However, the so-called *oil sheikhs’ had
progressively been turned into. ‘oil capitalists’
and began to approach the matter from a strictly
capitalist angle: they set up a cartel and started to
jack the price of their product up to whatever the
market would bear. -

While the Western-based oil companies have
also been major beneficiaries from this process,
‘there is no doubt that the rise of OPEC represents
a real shift in the balance of power in the

“imperialist system. The following figures on
‘current balances’ (ie. how much a country has
left over from its sales of goods and services
abroad, after it has paid for imported goods and

of the world economy in the last decade can be
- summed up by the fact that in 1970 an ounce of

A classical
capitalist crisis

services; to fund such things as foreign
investments, loans, aid, etc.) are a simple
measure of this:

Curnulstwe current balances

1960s 1970s
OECD as a whole $30 billion ~ -$57 billion
uUs . $33 billion  -$400 million
Japan $3 billion $32.5 billion
Germany $7 billion $40 billion

- OPEC 1974- 1979 $224 billion

In 198Q it is expected that the OPEC countries
will add another $80 billion. .

e T
Reminder
As weenter the 1980s the imperialist system is
-about to enter another recession — a firm

reminder that there is no end in sight to the
present period of crisis. What imperialism is
doing at the moment is muddling its way from
slump to sluggish recovéry in a way that is laying
the ground for deeper and more generalised
crises. The international interdependence of the
world economy explains the character of both the
last recession -and this one, simultaneously
affecting all the major imperialist countries.
The rise of OPEC prevents the crisis being
softened at the expense of one set of raw materials
producers, but the non-oil producing countries in
the Third World are still the worst-off victims. In
1973 these countries came out of their exchanges
with the world economy $7.5 billion further in
debt; in 1980 they will be $60 billion short. And
little of the needed cash is coming from direct
investment or“aid’ — it has to be obtained on the
world money market at ever-rising interest rates.
Some pointers for the 1980s:
i Acontmumg crisisofthe 1mpcr1allst systemasa

## whole and all its major countries.

© * Watch out for further shiftsin power. The row
with OPEC is bound to hot up (and could spill
over from the economic to the political and
military). And keep an eye on Japan - it has -
“suffered far the least from the crisis, has quietly
built itself an economic empire throughout Asia
. far bigger than anything dreamed about in the
*30s, and is starting to compete with the US
electronics industry on its home ground (not to
mention its recent foray into European car
production),
* -Continuing rmpoverrshment of the non-oil
producing third world countries, in turn fuelling
the prospects for further revolutionary
upheavals.

The least that.can be said is that the 1980s will

certainly be a challenging decade for socialists.
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5 1979: Year of Crisis for
“vs‘ World Imperialism

{ World Congress Statement on Spilt trom Fourth Intemational |

‘1979: Year of Crisis for World Imperialism’ is
the major feature in the Iatest issue of
Intercontinental Press/Inprecor [Vol 17, No 47].
Other material includes on-the-spot reportage
from Iran, an assessment of the Nicaraguan
revolution so far, and the statement on the split
in the Fourth International issued at the end of its
11th world congress. )
Individual copies cost 30p plus 10p&p, bat
subscriptions work out much cheaper at £11 for
one year [48 issues], £6 for six months [24 issues],
or £3for 10 weeks. And if you subscribe now you
will make sure of getting the special issue whick
will include all the main documents adopted by
the FI's world congress. Please make
cheques/POs out to ‘Intercontinental Press’ and
send to: IP/1, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP.
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IRELAND

By Geoff Bell

TEN YEARS ago James Callaghan
described the North of Ireland this
way:

“The troops organised a meals on
wheels service for old people in
Londonderry, took youths from
Belfast climbing in the
‘Mountains, organised dances and so

on. As Christmas approached, the
flood of invitations to individual
soldiers became almost embarrassing.
One senior -officer described the
inhabitants in his area in Belfast as,
‘““the nicest, friendliest, most
hospitable and sometimes most
maddening people in the world”’,
which I thought summed it up rather
well.’

For Britain the decade that
followed these optimistic, patronising
words saw many false dawns.
According to the last Northern Irish
Prime Minister, Brian Faulkner,
internment 1n 1971 \would ‘weed out
the gunmen’.

Three years later the British
government promised its Constitu-
tional Convention would ‘command
.the most
throughout thé community™ = . < i

Optimist

One of the greatest optimists was
Roy Mason, the decade’s longest
serving Northern Ireland Secretary of
State. In 1976 he declared, ‘the
security forces have an increasingly
detailed inventory of  who the
significant terrorist figures are..
leaders face a chilly prospect’. "The
next year his message was, ‘the
situation will get better... for the
terrorist there can be no hope and in’
1978 . he  promised ‘gradual but
marked progress tothe restoration of
normality’. Mason’s last year, which

he shared with Humphrey Atkins,

saw more British soldiers killed i in the

North of Ireland than in any year.

smce 1972.

At the start of the decade there
were 2,500 British troops on the
streets of the North of Ireland, today
there are six times that many. With CS
gas, plastic bullets, rubber bullets and
police computers, ‘security’ was the
‘North of Ireland’s only growth
industry in the last ten years. For
Britain the 1970s was the decade when
Ireland refused to lie down and be
quiet.

Symbols

Why it did not is best symbolised
by three occurrences, all of which
- took place in the first half. of the
decade: internment in 1971; the fall of
Stormont in 1972; the fall of the
Assembly and its power-sharing
executive in 1974,

The first showed that the British
promises of civil rights were a mirage
and that the age old-policy of coercion
was their preferred ‘solution’.

The fall of Stormont — the old
Northern. Ireland ‘home rule’ parlia-
ment — m 1972 displayed the: fallure
of coercion.

The fall of the Assembly two years
later — brought about by a Protestant
general strike in protest against the
idea of sharing power with Catholics
— suggested that as far as the
Protestant - working - class was

Black :

. the

widespread acceptance,_ A

T

. what

_the new

-with today

concerned, while the North of Ireland
state remained they would spring to
its defence along with all the mJusnces
which went with it.. -

The consequences of each of these
dramas were not immediately clear;
was involved the British
reaction  to them, or rather the
inaction. Note this, written just
before the fall of the Assembly:

Pledges

‘If at any time the Assembly and
the Executive should be made
unworkable through a deliberate
refusal by the majority to play their
part, then in my judgement the United
Kingdom - would be entitled to
reconsider her position and her
pledges on all matters.’

The writer of that sentence was
James Callaghan but when the
Protestants did exactly what he
warned against, Callaghan and the
Wilson government in which he
served stood idly by. By and large the
rest of the British labour movement
followed suit. ,

There are signs that this at last is

;begmmng to change. It is much easier
1 toraise«Srdw discuss . the- issué . of

Ireland in thie Labour Party and in the

| unions than it has been for six or seven

years. For the most part this is
explicable by events in Ireland itself.

The' three turning points have
worked themselves out in the shape of

-the three bourgeois politicians who

dominate Irish political life today.

Swept

From the Northern Protestants
there is lan Paisley who swept all
before him in the recent European
election when he amassed a total of
170,000 votes. For the Catholics,
ew . leader of the Social
Democratic.and Labour farty, John
Hume, has proved himself the most
enduring politician. In the South the
new premier, Charlie Haughey, began
the decade as an alleged ally of the
Provisionals. That Haughey was
chosen by his party to lead Fianna Fail

_in the next election suggests that many

regard such a reputation as an
electoral asset.

Paisley, Hume and Haughey have

each in their own ways insisted that
the over-riding issue in the North of
Ireland is partition; that they have
‘attained the positions of authprity
they have suggests their estimatbs-are

| shared by the majority in- their -
. different communities.

None would be where they are

today -if it was’ not for ‘the
anti-imperialist movement in the
North - and in particular the

Provisionals. It was the Provos who
saw before anyone else that what
counted in Ireland was the unresolved
national question; a contention which
‘has been disputed much in the last ten
years, but which few would argue
If the 1970s has been
anyone’s decade it has been that of the
Provisionals.-

‘Prophecy

As to what the next ten years.
offer, the last ten have shown how

" unéertaina biisiness prophecy canbe. |
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“weeks’.

B_ERNM)ETTE DEVLIN-McALISKEY, stlll

fi lmn

JOHN HUME, SDLP leader

IAN PAISLEY Loyalist hero
The;e was, for example, the Peace
People and their promise in 1976 that
they would end the violence ‘in a few

now?

Nevertheless a
predictions = can . be tentatively
suggested; that Britain’s  latest
political initiative, Humphrey Atkins’
constitutional conference, will fail to
solve anything is the most obvious.
This in turn is liable to lead to more

couple of

_self-questioning in British society

‘about  just what exactly its
government and army are doing in the
North-east of Ireland. Indeed
according to an article in the Sunday
Times Margaret Thatcher somewhat
shocked her colleagues at a recent
cabinet meeting when she asked, *‘why
don’t we leave Ireland?’

Perhaps the safest bet of all for the

- 1980s is that many more in Britain will

be asking that question as the months
. and years proceed.

Where are the Peace People'

GERRY FITT, deposed SDLP leader

BRIAN FAULKNER, Last Unionist PM

PEACE PEOPLE — Where are they now? .

: JAMES CHICHESTER CLARKE — former Umomst PM,
now Lord

Womens trial begms

The trial of 11 feminists arrested in Armagh during an International Women’s -
Day picket last year began as Socialist Challenge went to press. The women
were assaulted and held during a demonstration outside Armagh women’s
rison. -

P At the initial hearing on 31 October in Armagh the accused, including
members of Women Against Imperialism and playwright Margaretta D’Arcy,
entered the court room wearing T-shirts bearing the feminist symbol and the
slogans: ‘Prisoner of War Status Now’ and ‘Smash H-block’. They refused to
stand when the magistrate entered the court. B

Most of the day was taken up by the evidence and cross exammanon of the
chief prosecution witness, Inspector Domaldson, and the police doctor. The
Inspector’s excuse for the unprovoked attack on the demonstrators, numbering
about 50 women and children, was that he acted to prevent an ugly scene
developing between the women and some Loyahst conmer-demonstrators. -
None of these Loyalists was arrested.

Some of the women charged faced serious double assault chargm and the
possibility of a prison sentence . :




DA s co A A 4 ettt AR
. . ,

' clear on the programme we want to

‘TRADE union leaders like Duffy
won’t give full rights te apprentices
and young workers because they are
scared about what we would do if we
got the power.’ That was the view of
one of the young workers who
attended the first national conference
called by the socialist youth paper
Revolution in mid-December.

Given the success of the
conference and the number of young
workers at it, he was dead right. The
conference was attended by 70 people
from all over Britain representing a
membership of 200 in local
Revolution groups. It was called to
prepare the launch of Revolution as
an mdependent revolutionary youth
organisation in. May 1980. The wide
ranging discussions showed that
Revolution had come a long way since
its launch in 1978 by the IMG.

In opening: the conference, Alix
from. Wandsworth explained: “If
we’re going to set up a revolutionary
organisation. we need to be crystal

base it on; the political ‘perspectives .
we are fighting for; who we want to
reach with our ideas; and how we are
going to organise ourselves so we have
a fully democratic organisation, and
onie which can strike together once we
have decided on action.’

Tkat’s exactly what the com-
ference did deal with — building sa
independent youth organisatios.
Workshops were held on the trade
unions; the Nationa] Uniom of
Students, the National Union of
School  Students; racism and
imperialism; Ireland; youth oppres-
sion; and women’s liberation.

It was agreed that Revolution
needed its own programme as a guaide
to action in the class struggle. Mark,
introducing the draft programme,

explained that in his view Revolution The family is fandamental. Pareais can get away with anything — they have

" By Redmond O’Neill

should be commiitted to build a party lhe right to beat kids, just like teacllcrs_do.

and an international erganisation — . |-

COME TO THE BRANCH MEETNG
—BUT YOU CANTVOTE

"THE workshop on the unions highlighted the problems young workers
face in industry. Derek, an apprentice in the Boilermakers’ nnioa from
Middleton, put forward his view:

“The union does little for apprentices. We get terrible pay, the worst
conditions and when I started to kick up a fuss I was invited (o come
along to branch meetings — only to find out I couldn’t have a vote! At
first I thought of getting all the apprentices to resign to win us rights in the
union, but my friends told me that this was a cop out. ““It’s not the unions

;' thatare bad, it’s the leaders. We can’t fight them outside’’, they told me.’

Barbara from London agreed, but she thought the NUSS could do a
lot more to introdice school students to union principles. The workshep
decided to call a special school for Revolution supporters showt
organising inside the unions prior to the Isunch of the new organisation
in May. :

Jim from Birmingham explained the more general problems of youth
in the workshop on youth oppression:

“The capitalists want a society where no-one rocks the bosat, so-eme
challenges the status quo, where the rich get richer and the poor get
poorer. Youth aren’t trained to fit into the mouid so the schosls mre
designed not to educate us, but to make us part of the ideal boargesis
system.

“The family is fundamental. Pareats can get away with anything —
they have the right to beat kids, just like teachers do. Religion is powred
down our throats to emsure we're morally pare. We're sexually repremed,

* Adults are not the canse of youth eppresion. The peopie whe male
the real gains from oppreming = are the capitalists becsase ey ‘ve e
ones who grt the Inctory fodder er the shilled werk for 8 chrap price. whe

Many other mues wrse rained. Wounld 3 seclies seciees shelinh
ui““?-ﬁhb“dw
Perhaps theve shoukd be e ape Samis s sappenees shoakd be acyepd
= long 25 they v epyorand s vouth” Thew qurstions will be g of a0
ongeing docessios 5 Rreslutios preaps.

for him thé IMG . aiid the Fourth. .
Internationsl — and that this wonld” ‘ w u - _.t ‘%ﬁ

be an important part of the debate
leading up to the launch of the mew
-organisation,

- No vote was taken on this at the
conference because it was felt that
such a decision could only be
meaningful once Revolution was
actually _establishing . itself as an

. independent organisation, and as

such making its own decisions about
its relations with other organisations
on the basis of complete conirol over
its own affairs.

The conference decided to begin
moving from a federal structure to

_'one based on the principle of unity in

action a’nd freedom of discussion

wnity againut the Tory povernment,
Revolution weuld continue o fight
for a single wmited revolutionary
youth organisation, in particalar
approaching Rebel and the Socialist
Youth League for dlscuss:ons about

_fusion. ‘
The conference was & treméndous

step towards the launching of a new
proletarian socialist youth orgamiss-
tion in Britain. The Nationsl
Commitiee elected from the
conference was itsclf a good
demonstration of Revolution’s
success in winning - workimg class
youth to revolutionary politics: it has

16-women and 14 men — [12 of them -

&R"‘

Bevelnting will be the o outh
orpovinntine in Drimin for =y
years which, whilst chesrly defimimg s
political relations with all other
organisations, at the same time does
so from a position of retaining its own
organisational independence. = .

The aim between now and May is .
a dues-paying membership of 300
organised in local - Revolution
branches and a successful fund-drive’
of £3,000 to put the organisation on
its feet. . .

Donations can. be -sent to
Revolution, PO Box 50, London N1. -
{Cheques/POs.- made pnynble to
Revolution).

INTERNATIONAL

- ZANUbiood on Brltlsh hands ...

'RHODES[AN TROOPS were ordered in

against Patriotic Front guenllas on Sunday.

Only this time it was all right, of course,
because the order came from the British

Governor; Lord Soames.
The troops were instructed to patrol the

"border - areas — supposedly to prevent

‘infiltration’. This followed  a clash between
Rhodesian troops -and a ZANU group on
Saturday night in .which two guerillas were
killed, several injured, and ten captured. Here
too the Rhodesian troops were acting under
Soames’ authority.

This bizarre use of one side in the. ceasefire

to monitor (and kill) the other was an utterly
predictable outcome of the Lancaster House

" agreement. The only way the guerillas would

have a fair chance would beif Britain pulled out
completely instead of giving ‘legal’ cover to the
white regime’s murder gangs.

The first victim of the ceasefire may well
have been ZANU commander Josiah
Tongogara -— ironically one of its main

architects. Unless the car crash in Mozambique _ .

in which he died last week was the most absurd
historical coincidence, the likely culprits are to
be found within the Rhodesian security forces.

Such a murder would be easily within the

capabilities of the white regime, which puts
aside considerable funds to finance right-wing
oppositionists in Mozambique. - English-
speaking whites have been reported at the scene
of a series of atrocities against Mozambican
civilian targets.

Tongogara’s prestige among the guerillas
and the Zimbabwean people could hardly have
been higher. He was probably the only
nationalist leader whose reputation crossed
party lines. When he died he was on his way to
Salisbury to call upon fighters in the bush to
move to the ceasefire rendezvous points.

Murder

Tongogara’s death makes this exercise all
the more difficult, since many guerillas will
draw the obvious conclusion that he was
murdered — and that the ceasefire is therefore
not worth the paper it was written on. This
again points to Rhodesian responsibility.:

Now that the Patriotic Front has agreed to
the Lancaster House compromise, the white

_forces have everything to gain if it drops out of

the settlement. The British would then be
committed to‘supervising elections involving
only the whites and Bishop Muzorewa.

The press has enthusiastically picked up on -

Tongogara was known as an advgcate of
military and electoral unity.

speculation that Tongogara was killed by

- ZANU members opposed to unity with ZAPU,

the other wing of the Patriotic Front,
Tongogara was known as an advocate of
military and electoral unity.

Political murders are not unknown within
the liberation movement, and so the possibility

cannot be finally ruled out — but more often
such killings are Rhodesian operations dressed
up to cause the maximum confusion, .
Tongogara himself was the victim of just sucha
frame-upin 1975 when the ZANU chairperson,
Herbert Chitepo, was murdered in Zambia. -
~ In any case, the break-up of the Patriotic

Front is by no means just a ZANU tactic.
Although ZAPU now poses as the defender of
unity, it is equally keen to contest the February .
elections-on its own.

This split — and possibly many smaller ones
— will add to the general fragmentation and
paralysis of Zimbabwean politics which will be
one of the first fruits of the Lancaster- House
agreement,

The Tory government hopes that Zimbabwe

" will remain just this side of civil war until the
. February elections are over and the ‘transfer of

power’ completed. Then, the plan goes, the
Patriotic Front can be left to face the
consequences of the deal they have done.

As things are going at present the crisis may
come even earlier. The white forces could use
the privileged position given them by Soames to
provoke a total breakdown before elections can
take place. British troops would be far from
neutral in such a conflict. That is why they must

be pulled out now.
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Threatto.
women in Iran

THERE were two full pages on Iranin
Socialist Challenge (6 December). But
they completcly missed out the
women’s struggie.

There will be no accurate analysis
of the Iranian revolution and the
ensuing events without analysing the
economic and social position of
women. The women’s issues are the
real issues, and the real political
struggle today for at least half the
populationis on that front.

Under Islamic ideology it is
possible to create a patriarchal, male
chauvinist, sexist state in which
women, whose position is centred in
the family, would be totally
subjugated to men, Such astate could
function and continue byenslaving
womeén at homein free domestic
labour, child producing and rearing,
educational and welfare caré of
children, and also of the old, sick and
handicapped in the usually large
patriarchal family.

The new Iranian constitution has
all the provisions for such a state, and
the authorities have already started
enforcing them. That is why it was so
crucial to read behind the events of
the US embassy occupation in Tehran
when the referendum on the new
constitution took place.

Although the genuine

anti-imperialist fe¢lings of the Iranian .

masses-cannot be doubted, the main
issue is whether a religious
government with clearly reactionary
internal pohcws {e.g. on national
minorities, women) can be czpable of
fighting 1mpenahsm atall?

. Along with defending the Iranian
rcvolution and the overthrow of the
Shah’s regime, we must say loudly
that all is not well on the Iranian
front; that the situation isa ‘return to
the dark ages’ and to medievalism as
far as the women’s position goes. The
danger is that the masses are behind
the clergy and religious ideology in
Iran today.

I feel that the beginning of a new -
fascism is taking root inIran. Wecan
only struggle effectively if we are
aware of it and ready to combat it
with all our forces. Revolutionary
socialists must come down to earth
from their high theoretical
programme on nationalisation of the
banks and planned economy to deal
with everyday issues like
discrimination against women, basic
democratic rights, unemployment
physical violence against the people.

The best fruit of our revolution is
the birth of a women’s movement
(which recently held its first
conference), along with the upsurgein
the struggles of the national
minorities. The movement is small
and needs all the support it can get
from socialists — unless they think
that amale socialist state would do for
now.

If women are crushed by the
fanatics then the socialists will be next
to go. Remember Indonesia.
Khomeini is a leader able to repeat it
ona larger scale.

MANNY (member of Iranian
Women’s Group)

Cost of ‘The

* [ 3 ’
Thirties’
MEGAN Martin’s review of ‘The
Thirties’ (6 December) misses out on
one important point — the cost to the
public of mounting such a prestigious
and meaningless exhibition.

Rumour has it that one, temp-
orary, mezzanine floor in the
exhibmon cost £150,000 — enough to
fund a community arts project forten

vears. Meanwhile the Arts Council is
cutting back on everyone else’s

THE miernational pressure onthe
1msh gosernment to sign the nuling
dasses’ global agreement on the

exchange and return of ‘terrorist’
suspects is an example of history
repeating itself.

As the contradictions and tensions
of the feudal mode of production
deepened in Europe in the 16th
century, it resultedin a growing
oppression of the serfs. The peasantry

- respondedby deserting the manorial--
farm. The feudal backlash from thé~-

barons and landlords entailed
collective agreements for the
exchange and return of captured -
peasants.

The increased repression of
members of the working class
engaged in national and
anti-imperialist struggles is just one
feature of the growing contradictions
of the capitalist mode of production
and the heightening of the
international class struggle.

N. LONG [Woolwich]

Ultra-left?

IT was ‘ultra-left’ of Julian Atkinson,
writing on the Labour Party (13
December), to state that Ralph
Miliband ‘could not be described as
left, let alone ultra-left’. Miliband,
who has contributed so positively to
socialist literature and has been
instrumental in setting up centres for
Marxist education, certainly has every
right to be described as ‘left’.
GREGORY CAREY (Leeds)

*Weagree. The sentence i(question
should haveread: ‘Jenkins fails to
point out that this ‘mythology’’ .
(about Bevanism)is itself the product
of arather broad current including
Ralph Miliband, David Coates, and &
host of writers who could scarcely be
described as left, let alone ultra-left.’
We apologise for this error, which
occurred in the course of editing
Julian Atkinson’s article.

‘The role of

journalists
I MUST reply to the criticisms by
Geoff Collier (SWP)and Brynley
Heaven (13 December) of my article
on the demise of Hull News (29
November), as important lessons can
be learned for alternative media.
Geoff accuses me of ‘waffling’

. and ‘mistakes’. Hesays: “‘Whatdoes
seeking advertising from “‘businesses

least tuned into competitive markets
mean?’ Well, what is the difference
between Ford Motor Co. and Joe
Bloggs Corrner Garage? Inability to
distinguish between the two, reliance
on big advertisers, was.a main reason
for the collapse of Hull News.

He arguesthat the paper collapsed .
because of the Trades Council’s
isolation from the labour movement.
But this begs the question. Hasn’t [
sectoralism and poorcross-union

organisation always been a hnstoncal N

weakness of the British trade union
movement? Hull is symptomatic of
many trades councils. And isn’t this
what the Defend Our Unions
Campaignis trying to counter?

On the question of donations
from the movement, if the comrades
hadn’t jumped overboard as soon as

the paper sprang a leak they’d havean
accuraterecord of the ﬁnanc1al
situation.

In the future battles against

| Thatcher the mass of workers will

rally round their traditional
orgamsanons and leaderships. Hence
the importance of driving cross-union
initiatives like Hull News deep into
the labour movement. When, asin
1974, the left leaders of today betray
the mass struggles of tomorrow, a
mass fighting opposition will be
necessary to remove them. The
fleecing of non-competitive capitalist
units through advertisingmust be
subordinated to this political task.
Moreover, Hull SWP were split .
down the middie on Hull News. The
majority agreed with Tony Cliff’s
view, expressed at the time, that it was

-an ‘adaptation to Bennism’. In reality

this division flowed from the SWP’s
confused attitude to the united front.
But Geoff and the minority, however,
adapted not to Bennism but to the
elitist ideology of professional
journalism. They lined up behind the
editor — who viewed workers as being
‘not literate enough to write Hull
News’, Therefore it would have to.be

a paper for the workers rather than of -

the workers.

Even worse, Brynley and Geoff
supported the editor’s refusal to
publish the Trades Council’s
“‘Statement of Principles’ in the first
issue. Apparently, before we could
publish our policies in our own paper
we would need the OK from this
erstwhile Bernstein and Woodward!
Such antics reduced the papertoa
parody of 4 bourgéaks tabloid, the
foibles.of a clique taking precedence
over democratic decisions. On the
media scare, bothradioand YTV
uncritically reproduced the
statements of the car dealers that they
were not backing a ‘trade union
paper What’s thisif not snowballmg
a‘run’ on advertlslng?

The lesson is that it is the role of
Journahsts not to substitute for but to
service the activists in the field.
Ultimately, however, the
responsibility for the situation lies
with the Trades Council for not
initiating a hard political discussion
before selecting personnel.

NOEL HIBBERT (Hull)

WARF comic —
missing the point?

WITH regard to Bisi Williams’ review
of Leeds WARF’scomic (6 .
December), we would hke to make the
following points.

As white women attemptmg to
analyse our own racism and confront
institutionalised racism in society, we
in no way presume to speak for the
black community — nor would they
expm:%]us to. We envisage the comic
beingfised as a focus for discussion in
predommantly white areas where
racist attitudes and prejudices are
often totally ignored orgo
unchallenged.

Bisi Williams seems to have
completely misséd the point by
attacking one remark out of context
— ‘He’son the scrounge like the rest
of them’. This s, after all, a common

THE OTHER BOOKSHOP
Combat in the Erogenous Zone, by Ingrid Bengis — Wildwood House,

£2.95

Gender Advertisement, by Erving Goffman — Macmillan, £2.95

Spare Rib Women’s Liberation Diary 1980 — £2.00

328 Upper Street, London N1 2XQ (Tel. 01 4226 0571)
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comment about blacks, an
uninformed and wrong comment.
Moreover the teachers and discussion
leaders who will use this comic should
have the nous to amplify the stupidity
and ignorance of such a remark.

Yes, wedo know about, have
discussed, and have taken other
action on institutionalised state
racism, but we decided to start at the
level of white adolescents who may
not yet have analysed or even have
been given an explanation of how the
state does enforee racist laws and

controls. We have written teachers’.

notes pointing out that the types of
racism illustrated in the comic are .
only the immediately apparent types. -

-Racism is ingrained in society — we

hope the comic (which was never
intended to be a major analytical
treatise) will generate discussion of
the question at a deeper level than is
possiblein a ‘comic’.

LEEDS WARF (V.. Anderson,

W. Collins, G. Lacey, J. Keogh)

The numbers game

YOUR article on the conference of
the Socialists Workers Party (6
December) was good, but one point
worried me. Duncan Hallas has been
quoted as admitting that the effective
membership of the SWP is about

. 1,500, and their own members

confirm this. Even if it has a paper
membership of 3,600 you should
make it clear what sort of members
you are talking about, or you will
mislead readers.

. Lying about numbers is a bad
habit and we should stopit. It
misleads militants outside the
organised groups and can mislead us
in deciding our tasks. Thereis the
danger of-over-estimating our
collective strength, and thereis the
opposite danger of pessimism about
the political impact a small group can
have in a favourable situation.

We should tell the homnest truth
about our numerical strength and set
an example. Probably there are no
more than 3,600 people active in
revolutionary organisations in Britain
alltogether. Let’s at least be honest
about our resources when we discuss
our political objectives. And if we can
overcome the tiresome competitive.
attitude we know so well we will also
be able to discuss political differences
honestly in terms of what we call on

| the workers to do, not who has more

members inthe AUEW.

.I’mafraid the largest
revolutionary organisationin Europe
is probably the OCl in France, with -
1,800t0 2,000 members, although
they claim 6,000. That should be a
lessontous.

CHRIS YOUNG (Oxford)

Inevitable betrayal

GEOFF Bell’s report on the past five
years at British Leyland {6 December)
is an excellent explanation of how the
recently victimised workers helped to
prepare the ground fortheirown . -
victimisation. It is a thorough
indictment of the reformist nature of
the Stalinist leaders of the Leyland
workers — unable even to gain
reforms in the interests of the
workers. ‘
But if defenice of those victimised
is to be effective and is to take the
Leyland workers forward it must be
combined with more than even
unremitting criticism of the policies
put forward and carried out by those
same leaders; it must state clearly the
need to replace the plant and national
union leaders as well as their policies.
It is not good enough, in fact it is
wrong, toconclude that ‘If Robinson,
Brindle, and the rest had rejected
‘‘participation’’ ...they would have

' SHEFFIELD SC on sale every Sat.

been in an infinitely stronger position
today’. The policy of the Stalinists
and other reformist riff-raffis
inevitable, and they are not misguided
socialists as some readers of Geoff
Bell’s article might be led to believe.
The point is that it is
revolutionaries in Leyland and
throughout the labour movement
who have to offer a socialist
alternative to the present mis-leaders
like Robinson, not pin hopes on what
might have been if only the reformists
had not done what they did.
NIGEL BROWN (Dudley)
LETTERS published on this page will
normally be cut to at least 400 words,
to ensure that the maximum number
of readers ean express their views.
Anonymous letters will not be -
published unless there is a very special
reasom, but real names will be - ‘
~withheld from publication on request.

SOCIALIST
CHALLENGE
EVENTS

ABflRI)l-L!-’,N: SC sold Saturdays cutside C&As
— tor more inl'o phone Colin, §74068,

BATH: SC on sale a1 1985 -Books, London
Road, and Saturdays 2pm-3pm outside the
Roman Baths. Phone 20298 for more details.

BRADFORD: SC "available from Fourth Idea
Bookshop, 14 Southgate.

BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The Ramp, Fn

4.30-5.30, Sat. 10-4. For more info phone
641-9209. .
, BRIGHFON: For more info phone MNick,
605052.

BRISTOL: SC on sale 1(-1, ‘Hole in Ground’,

Haymarket. For more info conlact Box 2, c/o
Fullmarks. 110 Lh{.]lenham Road, Mumpclhcr ’
Bristol 6.

COVENTRY: SC ~available from Wedge
Bookshap. For more info about local activities
phone 461138.

DUNDEE — SC available from Dundee City »
Square outside Boots, 2very Thursday 4-5.30pm,
Friday 4-5.30pm, Saturday 11-4pm.

FDINBURGH: SC on sale every Sat, Princes St,
12.30-2. For more info phone 554 0196 or write:
Box 6, 1 May Bonkshop, 45 Niddry St.

GLASGOW — SC on sale Sats 11-1 outside
Central Station, Thurs, Fri 5-6pm same place.
GRAVESEND: SC Group meets regularly.
Delails  from bmscqend Tigers, Box 13,
Gravesend,

HAMILTON — -supporters sell SC  every
Salurday in the Hamilton shopping centre,
1-Spm. For details ol local activitics contact
John Ford, 53 Elliott Crescent, Hamilton.

HACKNEY SC meeting: ‘What is happening in
Iran?’ Speaker: John Leadbetter. Tues 8 Jan,
7.30pm, at the Britannid pub, Mare Street; ES

LEEDS SC on sale Sats 11-1 Shopping Precinct,
érmdale Centre Headingly, Harehills Shoppmg
entre

OXFORD: SC sold Fri, Kings Arms, 12-2, Sat,
Coramarket, 18-2. For more info phone 47624.

PAPDINGTON SC on sale every - Sat
11.30-12.30pm at the Westbourne Park Road
Junction, and every Thursday at 5. 15pm at
Ladbroke Grove Tube Station,

S.W. LONDON: SC on sale at Oval tube klosk
Herne Hill BR kiosk, Tetric Books (Clapham
High S1.). Also on sale Sat 11-1, and Thur/Fri
mornings at Brixion tube.

12-1pm
Fargate.

SWINDON SC on sale 11-1pm every Sat.,
_Regent St (Brunel Centre).

TEESSIDE — SC sales: at Newsfare shops in
Cleveland Centre and on Linsthorpe Road, —
Middlesbrough, and at Greens Bookstail,
upstairs in Spencer Market, Stockton High

| Street.

TOWER HAMLETS SC supporters sell papers
every Fri 5~6pm, Sat 11-12.30, Sun 10.30-12.00
Brick Lane.

WORKING male socialist, 23, needs
accommodation, North London. Domestically
minded. Reply: 21 Castle St, Aberdeen, or via
Colin, Aberdeen 574068.

STRIKE sagainst Corrie! 5 February mass lobby
of parliament; Central Hall rally, 2pm. 8
February: women’s assembly, an all women’s
protest against the third reading of the Corrie
Bill, Central Hail, 2pm — bands/theatre/dance/
songs/speakers, National Abortion Campaign/
Campaign Against Corrie.




Twenty-three
months after his grrest by East Germany’s
‘Peopie’s Police’, 15 months after his secret
trial on trumped-up charges of ‘espionage’, the
authorof The Alternative in Eastern Europe was
released under the amnesty declared on the 30th-
anniversary of the German Democratic
Republic and allowed to leave for West
Germany.
An interview was arranged easily enough.

Having pieced together his analysis of East "

FEuropean ‘socialism’ with only a minimom of
access to other than the official sources,
Rudolph Bahro was only too keen to talk to
West European socialists.

On learning that I represented the press of
the Fourth International, Bahro showed great
interest, and a lot of respect, for Trotskyism:
“The Trotskyists — even though I disagree with
them — have the most developed theoretical
analysis,” he told me. But for Bahro, that also
meant that the Fourth International would
have to give up its orgamsauonal independence
if it wanted to make its analysis politically
effective.

‘Bahro’s political project is the unification
of all socialist currents in a single organisation;
the overcoming of the sectarian divisions on the
left. He is very eager to learn more about the
various tendencies, and a bit incredulous when
I described to him the full spectrum of
tendencies to be found. ‘No, not really — they
can’t be serious!’

Eurocommunist

Bahro describes himself as a Eurocommun-
ist, but is ready to concede the ‘opportunist’
aspects in the practice of the Italian and French.
Communist Parties. The Eurocommunist
parties have not thought out their strategy
thoroughly enough. Yet a strategy of achieving
a powerful ideological ‘consensus  of . the

' majonly in order to ‘isolate the state from the
" monopolies’, a

‘peaceful, democratic
revolution against monopoly capital’, is what
Bahro has in mind, and where he agrees with
‘Berlinguer, leader of the Italian CP. .

Of course, we disagree on this. I challenge
his preference for the Italian as opposed to the
French CP on the grounds that the Italian party
has persuaded the trade unions to moderate
their wage demands, while the French CP
protests against the austerity plans of its.
government.

. For Bahro, the ever widening gap in living
standards between the developed imperialist
world-and the poor countries of the Third
World must be overcome by an austerlty policy
of the working class.

I am not sure that we are still speaking the
same language, but somehow 1 never doubt
that, despite such statements, Bahro remains a
true revolutionary at heart. It is difficult to

imagine him, who speaks so eloquently about

‘the - communism that Marx and Engels
wanted’, selling out the Fiat workers to Italy s
bourgems government.

Premature

A similar problem comes up in relation to
Eastern Europe. Bahro declares himself against
any ‘premature’ political activity in East
Germany, and insists that until changes have
been brought about in Moscow all one can do is
to discuss theory -— what he calls ‘the
ideological struggle’. ‘It is no use artificially
forcing political action in the GDR, nothing is
gained by it. They will simply defeat us
outright.” - :

But when pressed on the possibility of mass
explosions, the revolutionary in Bahro comes
through, against his theoretical reservations:

" ‘Of-course, should anything happen in specific

countries, we must show ourselves to be
revolutionaries and cannot act as a brake on

history.’
I challenge him on some of the more
controversial aspects of his book — his

insistence, for example, that there should.be a
one-party system. In reply, Bahro maintains his
view that parties represent class differences,
and that there was no justification therefore for
a multitude of parties once private ownership
of the means of production and thus the
bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeoisic had beén
abolished.

But there is, as it turns out, more to it than
that: ‘If one acknowledges the reactions of the
masses, in the GDR for example, who are still
condemned to an unreflective life by the nature
of their work processes, then it is unavoidable
that there should still be a justification for
saying: Here the party, there the masses.’

Enlightened

In other words, Bahro freely admits that he
does not see the masses as capable of exerc:lsmg*é
power yet, and that he foresees an entire
historical period durmg which an ‘enlightened’ -
elite, organised

in a new

RUDOLPH Bshro is free.

Rudoif Bahrb interviewed
‘We must not play Wlth' fire’

RUDOLPH BAHRO,

Commumsts’ will havc to guide social progress

‘in what he seés as a democratic dialogue bet-

ween leadership and masses. ‘We should have
learned - from the whole history of - our
movement that one cannot translate some
guiding principle directly into tactical
concepts ’

It soon becomes clear that two expenences
dominate Bahro’s political thinking: that of
Prague in 1968, which makes him doubt the
possibility of any fundamental political change
in Eastern Europe until there has been some
change in the Soviet Union, and the experience

_of the fascination that the ‘West German

model’ holds for sectors of the masses in the
GDR which, in his opinion, would lead to a
collapse of the state if reforms were enacted too

boldly.

Fatalism

Hence his hope for a ‘guided’ reform
.process, ‘guided’ by enlightened sectors of the
bureaucracy: ‘If the hour strikes, as in Prague
1968, if ... they drop their guard for a single
moment ..., that opens up other possibilities. In

.such. a situation the emancipatory interests

would ‘make themselves felt raght up as far as
the high ranks of the apparatus

Until that happens, ‘we must not play with
fire ... out of revolunonary subjectivism and
voluntarlsm

There is definltely a contrast between the
revolutionary fire of The Alternative in Eastern

Europe and the cautious fatalism of the author

now that he has been released. The theoretical

" ambiguities were, of course, already contained

in the book — but they were ambiguities,

frequently contradicted by bold statements of -

revolutionary intransigence. Yet there is no
cause for disappointmeént: Bahro is a true
product of his background.

The enthusiastic communist and Marxist is
still there, the belief in the alternative of
‘socialism or barbarism’ unbroken. But his
Marxism has been shaped in an environment in
which the masses cannot be trusted, in which

‘League of | Western capitalism remains the yardsnck of

an . East German
socialist, has recently been freed after Spendmg
nearly two years in jail on a charge of spying.
His arrest followed the publication of his book,
The Alternative in Eastern Europe, by a West :

On this

progress, and in which gradualism even appears

revolutionary compared to the dead hand of the

bureaucracy

At the time of the interview, Bahro had

barely spent a week in the West. His curiosity,
his thirst for information about the realities of

‘the labour and socialist movement under

capitalism was still fresh and largely
unsatisfied. . .
His declared intention is to build a united

socialist movement to the left of the SPD (the

German company.

page GUNTER MIN NERUP |
‘recounts a conversation he had with Bahro in
West Germany after his release.

German Labour Party) on the model of the
Italian Communist Party. Disillusionment will

be rapid; a further clarification of political
ideas necessary. Time will tell whether Bahro’s

future evolution will be towards revolutionary
Marxism or towards the bureaucratic
reformism of the Eurocommunists.
His present ideas contain the seeds of both.
*The full text of the interview will be
‘published in the January-February 1980 issue
of New Left Review.

RUDI DUTSCHKE, who died on 24
December, was above all an internationalist.
Born and brought up in East Germany, he.fled
to the West, but unlike many others he did not
become an anti-communist but a radical. As
one of the founders of the German SDS
(Sociglist Students of Germany) in the

-mid-1960s he helped to form the politics of the

German student movement. )

Whatever its other weaknesses the German
SDS was internationalist to the core. It made
solidarity wyith Vietnam its central concemn. In
February 1968 it organised a Congress for
Vietnam in West Berlin, the centre of the Cold"
War. 25,000 people marched behind red flags
and portraits of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
Liebknecht in protest against American
imperialism.

A few months later a young Nazi, msplred
by the inflammatory newspaper campaign of |
the reactionary Springer Press, shot Dutschke
in an attempt to kill him. He suffered a severe
head-wound, but recovered after a number of
operations. He came to convalesce in Britain,
but was deported by the Tory government at the
beginning of 1971. He then settled in Denmark.

But the injury to his head never fully healed.
It was this which caused him to faint while
having a bath and drown: an unecessary and
tragic end.

Rudi was a dedicated socialist. Our best
tribute is to carry on the struggle.
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TI-IE DECIS]QN of the Soviet Unlon

- to send troops {0 removié Hsﬁmmh 4
_Amin,. General Secretary of the A

“People’s - Democratic - Party
- Afghanistan (PDPA), replace him
with Pabrak Karmal, ocehpy
parts o tl:e ;mmtry thast Ire
condemned on gvery count, ;
It disregardg. the rights. Yof the.
people of Afghariftan to determine
their 6wn futurer it tramples under
-foot the rights of the PDPA (limited -
" though these were) to choose its own
leaders; and it will aid the most
reactionary and backward-looking
forces in Afghanistan -and Pakistan. -
Ever since the averthrow of the.
m:lxtary coup, .the PDPA | has !
( fish.its rule. I;tw &

coumry mrwhich to.make
revolution. /. "There

factones inthe whole country and the
s:s:] (l)f the- wt)rkmg class is extremely
s

Shopkeepers

If you add to that the proliferation
of small shopkeepers in the cities, and
a deeply-rooted tribal structure with

tribal property rights, the magnitude

of the tasks which faced the new
leaders' becomes obvious.

These problems could have been
overcome only by a patient process of
educating the masses coupled with a
series of radical social measures. But
the Stalinist tradition of the PDPA,
coupled with - the proximity  of
Moscow, ruled out this course.

To institute a regime as autocratic -

as the one it replaced — despite much - § -
talk about democracy — was hardly |-

likely to excite the citizens o
Afghanistan. Only a thoroughgoing:
- revolutionary democracy could hav
allowed the new regime to win the:

support of the masses. Instead the ‘

press was curbed and the model of the -
new government (in terms of ifs

propaganda) was_clearly the Kim Il

Sung regime in North Korea.
Factional struggles in the PDPA
were “solved by expulsions ‘and .

ultimately killings. Amm s predeces-. . »

sor, Taraki, was killed in Septembe
1979 during one.such struggle. Th
right-wing religious leaders utilised al
this to strengthen their rebellion, Thi

use of napalm and Soviet: hehoﬂptcts-
and planes to bomb the- tribés: mto ]

submission was bound to. Eall

Popular

Now the Russians have cqmmxtted

themselves further to: shore up a-
regime whose initial-popular support

in thé ‘first few months after-the

overthtow- of the hated Daoud has
now totalIy evaporated. Théir style of
mtgrventwn is not unfamiliar. Shoot
the-recalcitrant leader (Imre Nagy in:
Hungary. dnd. now Amin . -.in
Afghanistan), replace him with a
more amenable figure, and use Sow
troops and tanks to ensur “stal

Daoud dictatorship in:April 1978 in a--

ey

mote

Karmal

clectwng
of the i

: Europe The Rusmanmtervennon wrﬂ :
_enable the nghr-wmg r::bel
. 'Support -
'externally Afghamstap ‘Wil
-] ‘the frontline for. the cold-war,
iI'"Russian - soldiers. (caréfully”’
.{ from Central Asaa) can bc
|-proxy.. :
~ . The Sov1et micrventlon W}ll,
;"—gwe siiecour to-all those inthe
States and Westerd: Europe wh
been arguing . that ‘US. im ]
should play a ‘more- mterventwmst g
role in different parts. of the. globe. -
“Brezhnev's

.....

message

stures froni -a

“aiding - the #

‘Babrak -}

ngratulaung lum on. his

ofﬁce ‘must surely be one’
1.

‘they ¢an onligy

substitute Russian soldiers
tople of Afghanistan carend
‘Basaster ‘Either the Russians
ithi aw in any event and

of Rt;lssxan tronps Far from
ruggie against pro-
BrEes: in- . Afghamstan,
mder it. All 0hservers

imperialist.

SUPPORT
LOCALACTIVITIES

S(lUTllALL &A’I‘U llBAY

& 19JAN

NATIONWIDE DAYOFACTIVITY TO RAISE
£10,000 FORTHE S(!l]'_l‘lg@l.!{l)!il?l NCE FUND

£57

JUST EIGHT months after the
election of the Tories and we have the
first national steel strike since 1926,
The fightback against the Tories has
begun in earnest. But an effective
fightback needs revolutionary social-
ist policies. It needs a paper

committed to such policies and the

fight for a class struggle leadership in
the labour movement.

Socialist Challenge is a vyital
weapon in the struggle against the
Tories. For that reason we have no

1. ,hes:tsmon in askmg every supporter

FREE THE QOIITMI.I. PRISONERS

ASSEMBLL: 1 o)

l'ilN'l ON STATION -
EST SIDE-MELTONST.

i
RV PO,

l’l(‘kl

—a fiver to
fight the
Tories

and IMG member for a ‘Fiver to Fight
‘the Toriés’. Start the deeade as you .
mean to go on and send us £5 today.
Last quarter’s Fund Drive total ended
up -disappointingly at - just under .
£1,500. Our thanks to: :

L Grayston 2.00

L Cameron 2.00
- TSmyth . 2.50
. 'Y Maghsoodi- 3.00

‘Avenge Scrooge Front 5.00

(Welsh section)’

SCpatty 7.50

FINAL TOTAL £1 471.75

Britaie; -
Abroad:

: (,bequcs‘ POs and Money Orders should be made pavable lo

*Socialist. Chatlen

may wcﬂ helg

SUBSCRIBE NOW

12 months £12, 50 6 monuths £6.50
12 mouths — Surface Mail £12.50

..................................

o — Airmail
Mulu—Reader iusﬂmtions: Double the above rate
Namie....ococoeviiiiiiia..,
Address ............... Ceeeerana

1 enclose a donation for the Fighting FUROT. oo .

£18.00

haflahst Challenge, 328 Upper Street, London N1
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P.O. Box 82, London E2




