Against
Red Baiting

The Anti-Stalinist witch-
hunt initiated by Deakin and
Morgan Phillips has not had
the intended results.

Far frem rousing a mass
movement. -~ among  Trade
Unionists and Labour workers
to oust the C.P., from leading
and controlling positions in
the local and national Trade
“Union bodies, on the contrary,
fhe result has been to pusia
the best Labour workers

“closer towards the C.P.

The “Daily Herald” has
tried to make great play of
occasional defeats of C.P.
nominees for Union positions.
But an analysis of the tend-
eneies in all the recent Union
elections shows clearly that
the Stalinists have gained
fresh positions - and econ-

. solidated . their old ones in
the apparatus of the Trade
Union -movement,

In the Tradé Union move-
ment, there is a considerable
body of militant workers who
have  beceme extremely
eritical of the strike-breaking
and anti - working - class
activities of the C.P. in the
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PAMPHLET “ INDUSTRIA DEMOCRACY -

BY TRANSPORT HOUSE HAS OCCASIONED THE UNEDIFYING SPECTACLE OF
A SCRAMBLE ON THE PART OF LABOUR, TORY AND S’I‘ALINISI‘ SPOKESMHN

. VYING FOR THE “ HONOUR ” OF HAVING BEEN THE FIRST T

=
M

- IDEA OF THE WORKERS HAVING A “SAY IN PRODUCTION” THROUGH THE
MEDIUM OF JOINT PRODUCTION COMMITTEES AND OTHER SIMILAR BODIES.
But not one of those who advocate such a policy face up to t’;}e"i'eal‘ question
involved—how are the working class to have any EFFECTIVE say in-ij{iroduction while
the real control is left in the hands of the employers or the capltahst managements in
-the case of the nationalised undertakings? &

Aud not accidentally of 'course,
the policy advocated in
* Industrial Democracy ", which is,

in ecssence, that of the Tory aud

Stalinist policies on this question,
is designed to obscure in the minds
the fundamental

past years. . But these mili- i&j;fue involv&ad, mlimely : 1thai:t in
. effective and real control of the

tants will not be drawn 0nt_0 preduction and . distribution pro-
the band-wagon of an anfi-| cesses in industry can only be
red c&mpaign. . realised when ihe worki.ng class,
Th stict of h through elected committess of
he - criteism. o the| workers and technicians bave

Labour leaders that the C.P.
uses the working class in the
interests of Stalin’s foreign
policy and diplomacy is un-
- deniable. But the Labour
leaders would have no need
to fear the aectivities of the
C.P. it they themselves pur-
sued a militant, anti-capitalist
policy, -aimed at the destruc-
toin of capitalism nationally
and internationally.: .
As it is, despite their pro-
testations of being “in - the
~mddle of the road,” -their]
icy s in. facte  alms
subordinated to
the foreign policy of American
and British imperialism,
The Revolutionary Com-
_ munists have been consistent
eritics’ of the methods of the
CP. in- using the working
class as pawns in the diplo-
matic game. But insofar as
the C.P. in the present  con-
fliet, (for whatever motives),
advanee reforms on behalf of
the workers and stand to the
“left of the Labour leaders,
the task of socialists is to
have a-united front with the
- Stalinists against the right
wing of the Labour Party.

access .to the
and company hooks of the indus-
trial undertakings,

ing
Democracy,’” writes :

at  the
established
Union
bodies
Counecil and Industrial Boards,. ete.,
the “ Daily Herald ”: continues :

T 3ever-il-Aniustry 18t et the |

“ business secrets ™

The “Daily Herald”’, comment-
editorially on * Industrial

“Labour believes that our in-
dustries will make more and
hetter goods if the influerice of
the worlkers on proﬂu(,Lmn policy
is extended.”

Claiming  that workers' control
highest levels is already
through. the
representatives © on - such
as ~ the Joint - Industrial

“ There. will . .. have to be 4
. great extension of Joint. produc-
ition committees. at.:the: workshop

nation’s needs.© The worker at
‘the bench must understand, if
he is to do his best, the pro-
duction policy of his firm. e
must know also what profits are
being made and how they are
distributed—Ifor, sinee his whole
working life is bound up in his
factory, ‘the right of the worker
to this knowledge is far greater
than that of the shareholder.” ™
It iz very true that the workers
in industry have far more right to
determine the distribution of the
fruits of their labour than have
the parasitical - rentiers and
coupon-clippers who hatten on their
toil.. But how is the worker to
effectively operate this right to the
fruitg of his toil while he is de-
prived of a real say in preduction
and distribution of profits? This
crucidl que-tion is evaded.
(Continued on Page 4.)

| Frotskyists,
Trade |

Ll neating. s e e b

15, 000 Ltsten_ to
A it Roy in

‘

Comrade Ajit Roy addlﬂessed a mass rﬁil’[:y in Madura

5,000 af the commencement,
its end.

Frightened by the .prospect of

only . people who ean, and kuow
how, to fight the Stalinists—the
the . Madura Com-
munist ~Party = leaders wired for
help . to Madras. Help _came to
them in the shape of lhelr best
speakers (P.  Ramamurthy and

organised by the Stalinists foc the
same: day:
100 yﬂldb

from tha

held under the auspices of the Madu
Bolshevik Leninist Party of India.
the rally sw ;

exposure before the magges by the |

others) and a rival meeting was [

and - at:a - spot .barely:
L

b

Indlrect Rule

Analysing the present - political
situation’ in India, Com. Roy
stated that British TImperialism
had formed a joint front with all
the reactionary forces in India,
the capitalists, the landlords, and
the Princes ,and had begun to rule
India indirectly  through these
agents.

Re-Unite Under

Speaking on the division of India
and the communal riots, Com-
Roy sanid that the only way ta
solve the communal problem and
re-unite the country was to wage
a relentless struggle against the
capitalists and landlords, who were

Socialism

4 Unit of the
-a::u,'dience of
to 15,000 at

’

From

socialism . alomes that the workers
ahd peasants of Indm. could re-unite
the country. =

: -Seqialists

- Socialists, Com.
ihat they could be
of little use to:the. working class
so long..as: thr;y rémained within
the  Congress and: “adapted their-
policies to* the-
gress cap1tal1stc<

Appeal- .

T ‘the Socialists
from the Con-
a_revolutionary.
Drogramme. Com' Roy. said, the
BLPI vmuld Jein them

C.P, Attempt’: To
Up Meefmg

The Stalinist leaders in Madura

Break

could hardly permit -this on-
glanght =~ on  their -treacherous
policy and set . their thugs and

volunteers to’ préak up the meet-
ing. The workersiof Madura were
too’ accustomed not only to
Stalinist betrayals -but to Stalin-
ist thuggery, and the Stalinist
hooligans were easily driven off.

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, Com. Appan Raj, who pre-
sided, roundly’ . attacked the
btahmsts for their unscrupulous-
ness in whining to the world when
the smallest attack was made by
the Bout‘ge01s1e againgt them and

the men responsible for fomenting | yet in planning:the most dastardly
| eommunal hatred. attacks on .thes meetmgs of other
It was by the struggle for 1')5111:1(,5 .

in Court

ana Boing..

with alleged

setnite and fascist, J, C.
Preen.

In  dismissing ‘the case,
magistrate seid @ “7 have come to
the conglusion there was. enough
doubt in Mr. Preen's evidence and
i the methods of identification,
coupled with the faot thai when he
was ‘in_ the witness box ke made
@ number of statements which
could not believe to be true. . . . I
feel bound to consider hoe is a
witness I could .not Delieve on
oath.”

Preen was a member of Mosley’s
B.U.F. He adwmitted in court that
Le was the founder of the “ British
Action Party * 'and the “ Vigilantes
Action Group” and was eon-
nected with the anti-semitic paper,
“ Britain Awake.”

The cage was dismissed because
there was no-evidence.

- Anti-Fascist Convictions

‘Howevm, in  various Tondon

batting ‘the fascists,,
recent examples :

To give a fow

Michael John Keith, arrested
outside = Mosley’s Memorial
Hall meeting in November,
- fined £5.

Harold Cowan, fined £2; Percy
fined £3,

in Flereford
Green.

Street,

Mosley’s meeting
Street, Bethnal Green,

‘ment.

against Mosley ” from a loud-
speaker van.
Lewis Lee fined £4.

., (Continued on Page 4.)

Anti- Fascists

Anti-Fascist workers wel-
comed the release of the two
anti-faseist members of the
“43 Group’’ Gerald Flam-
berg and John Wimborne,
who were charged at Bow
Street Police Court recently
“ Attempt to
Murder ” the notorious anti-

the

police courts anti- faselst m]lltantq :
=1 (U103 g (%7
for 'the al]eged “erime ” of com- |

Samuels fined £3, John Scott
all three arrested
after a British League meeting
Bethnal

dack Myerovitch arrested outside
at Wilmot

sentenced to 21 days imprison-
Capt. David Rebak, bound over

for 12 months under an 1839
Act for saying “ Demonstrate

ritish

Bosses

Doing Well

1947 Profits Soar

BY G.

SMITH

The exhiortations of the Labour leaders to the workers

te
capitalists !
The inereased production

“work harder” certainly produced results—for the

drive in 194% proved to be,

from the point of view of almost every capitalist enterprise
.in the country, highly satisfactory. The balance sheets

of company after company
profits compared to 1946,
The Big Five banks,

Lio y’di,

record substantial rises in

Midland, Westminster,

Barclays and National Provincial, reported profits for 1947
were over 25% higher than fw 1946. In round fpgures,
for 1947, £18,282,000 as against £15,203,000 iz 1946
(before deduction of nationdl defence contribution and

income tax).

Tfae “ Financial Times” ., commenting on lhese profits,

said

. no ome knows, of course, what internal provisions

have been made: by individual banks bdfore striking their

profits.”
. 'Woolworth’s
£8,603,834 Profits

F. W. Woolworth's profits eon-
tinue to break its own records;
the latest report indi‘cates a profit
of £9,603,834, an increase of
almost half-a-million pounds over
the previous year.

Almost Doubled
The firm of Raleigh Industries

(bicycles), almost doubled their
1946 profit of £505,873. It was
increased to. £956,773 in 1947.

Their dividend remains the same
at 20%, an indication of the ample
| reserves they are mamtalmng in
hand,

Mlll Owners Claam

Leaders of the emp]oyels organ-
igation, the: Yarn Spinners Asso-
ciation, are: seekmg the Govern-
ment’s permission to increase their
prices as a result of increasing
costs of production including wages,
fuel and transport. It would
appear that profits = could well-
stand such extra costs, for Iast
yvear the cotton mill-owners paid
higger dividends than in any year
since the 1920 boom. Average
profits rose from under £10,000 per
‘company to £14,000.

Other companies in this industry
have some very handsome profits
to show for the past year too.

J. Ware and Sons, carpet and
fummhmg fabric manufacturers,
for instance: their profits during
the last three years shows a sharp
increase from £71,000 to £19%,000,
and their dividends have increased
| from 5 to 20%.
same line, John Crossley and Sons,
who manufacture carpets and spin

Teost ol i

cotton;, woollen, Worsted, hemp and
jute yarns for these purposes, made
a record trading profit of £334,000
in 1947 against £204,000 for the
previoms year, they are raising the
dividend from 121% to 20%.

Boot - And Shoe
Profits Soar

Boots and shoes have proved a
good source of profits; William
Timpson, footwear manufacturer
and_retailers, increased their net
profits - (before tax) from £387,749
in 1946 to £404,204 in 194%,
Benefit Footwear iz paying 25% -
dividend on the £150,000 Deferred
Ordinary capital for 11947, com-
pared -with-10% for the preceding
twelve = months, - But the worker
will still have_to .pay " the’ extra.
MOBTR 01 iy
that the ‘Labour Government has
removed the subsidy . on iealthm

Exports Swell Bosses’
Income

The *“ produce for. export ™ policy
of the Government certainly helped
to" gwell the trading profits of
Thomas W. Ward, which increased
by 889% in 1946-47. *“Much of
the extra business done during the
year has been in the export
sphere. . . .’ says the Company’s
report, announcing a total profit of
£824,836 in 1947 against £440,760
for the previous year.

Bosses Fight Wage
Inereases

Another firm in the |

These exainplu: are but a few
that indieate the general rizing
trend. -Yet, according to-the Tories,

(Uontinued on Page 4.)

BY JOCK HASTON i

THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO —100 YEARS

EHbEs oW

ENGELS

A bundred years ago, few people

were awdre of the various theories of-

Socialism and Commanism., Only a
harid f#l understood and professed the
che?szfu commaunist  doctvine  ex-

pounded by Karl Marx and Frederick

Engel;, and for the frst time formu-
lated into a Manifesto-Programme by
them in the name of the Communist
' League.

Struggle for World Communism Continues

That tiny handful were men of vision. In
addition to their doctrine they were imbued
with tremendous optimism for humanity and
its revolutionary - futnre. This optimism
found full expression in the introductory
bassages of the Communist, Manifesto: “ A
spectre is haunting Turope—the spectre of
Communism.” And indeed it scemed to the
authors of the Manifesto that the citadels of
reaction were about to fall. Tremendous
revolutionary  movements of the German,
Freneh and European masses were under
way. ~ Tac revolution of 1848 hegan in
France on the 24th Febrnary. The upheaval
in Paris found a ready echo in Vienna, Milan
and Berlin; the whole of Europe right up to
the Rlussian border was drawn into the great
revolutionary struggles, The working class
-of Britain was at the height of the great
Chartist moveément., Everywhere, reaction
stood in fear and trembled.

When the February revolution commenced,
in ¥ranece, thinking people were under the
spell of the previous French revolution of
1789-—the experience of which dominated
the whele of Ruropean history. Conse-
quently, and inevitably, this eoloured. the
ideas of the Communists, also,

The victory of the capitalist class so
frightened them that it drove them back into

“the arms of the monarchist-feudal reaction
which had just been overthrown. It seemed
to revolutionary communists.a certainty that
the decigive struggle had commeneed. This
struggle, they thought, would be fought eut

in a long, eontinuous period of revolutionary
change, which must inevitably end with
the victory of the working class.

Mo the small band of ‘revolntionaries, it

scemed that the death knell of capitalism -
was already tolling; that the socialist reve- .

lution, and with it the emdnelpatzon of the
working class from ‘wage slavery and
capitalist bondage, was cloge at hand.

LESSON OF HISTORY

But histery was to prove the optimism
of the revolutionaries of 1848 premature
One of the central ideas of Marx and Engels
ag part of the Materialist (*mrceptwn, of
History is .that no 1uhng class -leaves the
stage of history and:is overthrown until it
has developed the productive forces to the
limit of dts own 'particuiar method of

. production.

Reviewing the lu.sons of that period in his
1895 introduction to “ The Class Struggles
in France,” Hngels said : .

* History has proved wus and all whe
thought like wus, wrong. Tt has made it
clear that the state of economic development

‘on the Continent at that time was not, by «

long woy ripe for the removal of capitalist
production; it has proved < this by the
econemic revolution 1which, “since 1848, has
seized the whole of the Continert, has really

caused big indusivy for the first time to take -

root in I'rance, Austrig, Hungary, Poland
and, recently, in Russia, while it has made.
Germany positively an wndustrial country of

. war,

the first rank—all. on @ capitalist Dasis,
whick in the year 1848, therefore, still had
great capacity for expansion.”

Generations of workers were yet to sweat
and toil and die for capitalism before 1t=;
end was in sight.

Free competition and developing: manu-
facture had to give way to modern monopoly,
to giant combincs and eartels and to finance
capital. Modern veactionary imperialist
with its world-wide ramifications and
destrnetion, which does not drive humanity
forward but destroys its means of production
to an ever increasing extent had to replace
the progressive wars of the eapitalist class
against the feudal reaction. Today, capital-
ism stands stripped -4and naked: it has
brought mankind face to face with destruc-
tion in the shape of the atom bomb.

But even in its deecline, the ruling class
has demonstrated a tremendous tenacity and
ability to maintain its contrel. It has shown
great cap'mity to hold on, to create fresh
cconemic and political support among the
new middle class, the aristocracy of labout,
and  the most backward layers of the
workers. At the same time, despite mass
unemployment, ‘erises and wars, the workers
have shown that the ideag of millions of
people change slowly and they have not yet
developed a communist consciousness in their
decisive mass. One of the principal reasons
for this is the falsification of Communism
taught by the Stalinists. That the workers
will develop this communist consciousness is
certain, Capitalism is in a blind alley and

. MARX
|

there is no other way out. The aim of the
Manifeste was to assist in developing that,
communist consciousness.

Probably no other single political docu-
wment has Dbeén translated into as many
langunages as the Manifesto.  Millions of
copies have been sold; it has been and wiit
be discussed in every corner of the  globe.
Workers groups in every nation, of every
colour diseuss, debate, and circulaté tha
Manifeste.  For® the Manifesto 1is  the
catechism of the working man.’

(Uontinued on Page 4.)
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Town’s Meeting Packed by
4,000 Tory Supporters

COVENTRY—

REACTION HAD A TRIUMPH IN COVENTRY

ON MONDAY, JANUARY

5th, AND CONVERSELY

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT SUFFERED A DEFEAT.

The Eabour coniroiied City Council called a Fown
meeting to diseuss the new 95 Clause Municipal Trading

Bill.
new municipal underiakings,

This Bill will give the Couneil the right to establish

such as taxi, laundry, hotel

and radio relay services, district heating and a smokeless

one.

This  followed a  previously
adjourned mecting of the previous
Monday., “I'he first meeting had
heen packed with small traders and

hostile elements who had  shown
violent opposition to the Bill. The
Labour movement should have
been  warned by this  turn-
out and made un effort to arow e
tlhie  working people, who woula
benefit by this progressive 13ill, to
The need to rally to the mecting
aud defeat  the tacties of s
énemies.

Instead,  the  Lahour  Party
leaders limited {themseives  to  a

citeular calling upon their mem-
bers to attend, and probably hoped
for the best. Decause of this toial
lack of leadership, what happened
was the worst,

LABOUR CAME
UNPREPARED

To the few hundred workers who
attended in support of the Bill,
the veaction had  answered with
three to four thousand opponents.
Labour apologists argue that the
eavly starting time  (7.30  pam,)
was  responsible for this  fiasco.
This iy a weak excuse. Workers
have made bigger sacrificces than
rushing bome at 5,30 to get ready
to attend a meeting at T or 7.30 f
they considered it necessary. And
that is the point. Nothing was

done: by the Labonr movement,
Labour Party, Trades Unions or
Trades Council to create, that

frame of mind.

The Coventry * Hvening Tele-

graph ” continued its work for Big

Busginess; the Chamber” of Com-

meree rallied its members, and tlm
théi

‘Movies - naturally mobilised - 1
sUPPoT DO T o VETTEHT i
nothing. No factory or open. air

meetings; no  Unions  publicky
called the industrial workers  to
support the DBill; nothing at all
was done to popularise and pro-
pagandise the Bill among t the
working elass and small people,
The outcome was  that o
Monday, 5th January, the re-
action was standing four deep and
four thousand stromg.an hour be-
fore the meeting hegan, and the
1,300 capacity Clentral ITall
had an  overwhelmingly hostile
audience, made up of small
masters, shopkeepers, hotel owners,
Tories aud near-Faseist hooligans.

R.C.P. APPEALS
. TO0 WORKERS

The Coventry DBranch of the
Revolutionary Communist  Party
had foreseen what would probably
happen and had prepared leaflets,
posters, and a plan to tuke the floor

in support of the Bill inside the
Hali. Whilst  fur-coated, well-
dressed  reactionaries and  hooli-
gans answered our slogan-
-calling with threats and howls
of derision, individuals and

groups of C.P.ers and Labourites

stood around the fringes of  the
crowd in a demoralised uneasy
silence.

The stand of our Party com-

rades eventually bore fruit and we
gathered around wus . some late
arriving politieally COnsclous
workers., Torigs took the oppor-

tunity to do some Eabour-baiting
from the steps of the Ilall to &
large crowd who werc unable to get
in. Comrade Williams challenged
them to let him addréss the crowd.
Whiie he was addressing them, tha
police, who had stood’ benev nlvnt],
looking on whilst the Tories spoke,
suddenly decided to let the crowd
in, and so broke up the meeting.

ANTI - LABOUR CROWD

The audience Inside -was as
hostile to Labopr as the ecrowd
out-ide. Despite the mnervous
affability of the Deputy Mayor, (a
Tory) who was chairman, they
vented their reactionary spleen by
hooting and shouting down every
supporter of the Bill. . Their mood
was such that they woeuld have
voted down every one of the 94
clauses if their own leaders had
not soft-pedailed. On one oceasion
they voted down the City Finance
c¢lange  (without which no city
affairs could be run} and then had
to retract and vote for it when

the position was explained to thew..

LABOUR SUPPORTERS
ABSENT

The Labonr Couneillors  who
called  upon o propese
and  second  the various clauses,
gave concrete  reasons  for the
different proposed projects and ex-
posed the 1,1(1\(11‘(\1111;1, profitecring
and inefliciency in the privately
owned undertakings.

were

.

P

What was lacking, however, was
an organised team  of competent
speakers {from the Labhour and
Trade Union movement. No leader
from any of the individual Trade
Unions, which have an approxim-
ate membership of 50,000 organised
workers, took the floor.

The parts of the Bill which
excited the most venomous opposi-
tion were those which son;J\I to et

powers to establish municipal taxi-
by, wirelews relay system, cencert
halls,  district he':zﬁng‘. oundey
service and a smokeless zove,
Some Labour workers rmionoen
fo get the microphone anl they
correctly  pointed  out  thet the

opposition eame from the unthink-
ing, selfisiic and  profiteering  ele-
ments who were being duped Ly
Big Business, That business men
were not the only rate payers in
the city: on  the contrary, tha
greatest bulk of ratepayers were
workers and they needed the things
the Bill proposed to give.

JOHN WILLIAMS
SPEAKS FOR R.C.A

The I3.CL1Y, vepresentative, John
Williams, who took the microphone
twice, welcomed the DBill and sad
that  the Revolutionary  Com-
munists on this occasion supported
the action of the Labowr Council,
They had eriticised it in the past
bocause of its timidity and lack of
Socialist action, but in the present
circumstanees he called for support
because the Council for once was

1
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MARDY PIT TO CLOSE

THE NEW YEAR WAS USHERED IN
BUOARD
WORKERS OF

“‘Fhe Mardy Pit is to be close{ﬁ on the plea thf;.-t. it is yneeonomie,
Aecording to Alf Davies, coal at Mardy is costing £6 a ton to preduce.

DELIVERING A
G.C.G.

BY THE NATIONAL

BODY BLOW T0 THYE

At Steer it costs £3 2s. 0d.; and £3 a ten at Kast Pit.

The miners are transferred to Steer and elsewhere, and this is arousing considerabie

discussion and a large measure of disquiet.

])0%1}!1:(’ the fact that the Mardy |
miners accepted the Report of In-]
quiry re the closure of the Mardy |
Pit, when the Committee’s Trans-
1'«-1-¢-n(:<_=. Ilan came up, the voting
was 063 for, and B4 again-t. Many
miners of GO, claim that the
Mardy DI’it has years of coal
reserves  although sunk in 1884,
ifver since vesting day there has
been talk of reorganising the pit
by mechanisation, ete.  Yet nothing
wag done.  In faet, hauliers at the
pit. were allowed to work on the
minimum for months on end which
naturally lowered the production
ubstantially.  This was used in
evidence at the Inguiry re  the
closure of the pit, and the men fee]

japeed the closure of the pit.

it was a deliberate policy of thu:

management  in - allowing  the,
haulicrs to remaiit on ca-canny to |
With
workers’ control of the pit, the
matter would have been settled by
the investigations of the workers'
direct” representatives and the
recommendations of the workers
wonld be acted upoxn.

No serious socialist worker can
be for the continuadon of working

an  uneconomic prajéet. On the
eontrary, we are for the most
efficient production technique. DBut |
advances in’ effieienty must Dot

result in worse conditions for the

workers: it must “lead “to. vetter
conditions and waggs.

Labour’s

timerous step  of the
Government in shorten-
which the Lords
ean hold up fegislalion from
two years to one, is really in
violatien of the declared pelicy
of the Labour Pariy.

A Labour Party resolution,
passed al National Conference,
calls for the abolition of the
Touse of Lords.

The following
by the rvevelutionary capilalist
class under Cromwell against
the Lords, as representative of
theiv enemies of that fime,. ihe
| fendal aristrocratic landowners,
is an example of resolution in
facing their enemies from which
the - British workers can learn
a valuable lesson.

i'he
Labour
ing the time

Iow, introdored

to pay such inflated prices, * As he
rose to speaki on the Hotels clause,
the enraged reaction tried ln shout
him dnwn with “eries of ' Com-
munist .  After asking for . omo of
ﬂm dnmn(ld(‘v that ory * demo-

rats ' were always talking about,
h(: said that mo one there could
deny that neither in the past or ai
the present time had the Coventry

hotels catered for the working
people.  Whilst  supporting  the
hotel clause he ecalled upon the

Couneil to see that their proposed
hotels were not reserved for the
friends of the Chamber of Com-
merce, They should provide good
accommmnodation at prices suited to
the workers’ pockets,

END THIS
COMPLACENCY

After 41 hours the meeting ended
at midnight with the reactionaiies
carrying the day.  They had -
sistently prolonged the meeting nng
demanded votes on every clause,
econfident that they had a majorty.

They defeated the. eight . hated
clauses and sueeeeded in foreing
a public pall upon the TLabour
conneil,

The success  of  the Tories,

Coventry * Evening Telegraph *
and the Chamber of Commerce in
rallying the unstable middle-class
elements, is a loeal symptom of a
n.ltion.]l phenomenon.  Big Bu
ness is having its eake and eatin
it. 1t ht'n(\fsh at the expense of the
middle  and  labouring  c¢la scs,
througly Labour's policy of state
capitalism and “Capitalist subsidis-
ation,” which cguld be eryétallived
in a slogan “ Big Business, cnrich
yourself.,” At the same time it
makes capital out of its vietims
difficulties in its preparation to
assume full political control at a
later  stage.  As  the Municipai
elections and the L-nmp.nﬂ'n over
basie petrol show, it is having sone
SUCCRSS,

The only real solution of this
problem of the drift of the middle
class away from Labour, is a com-
plete  change  in Labow’s  pue-
gramme nationally. This doesn't
absolve the local Labour movement
from responsibility. This 13ill ig
progressive, it eould get the sup-
poit of the small people as well as
the workers. Labour’s sin was
that it was too complacent.

What must be done in the future
to ensure that this Bill becomes
law?

We  Revolutionary Communists,
as small as we are, tried to play
our part and give our class » Iv:ld,
in exposing the enemy. We viill o

our duty in the campaign to win the’

Bill at the poll, but the whole of
the movement must be organised,
our whole class must be rallied. We
must give o display of organized
strength that will demoralise the
Capitalist plotters and sober un
the stampeding middle class.

The fight for the Bill will be »
test of \tmncrth and Labour mu~t
win,

proposing something that wotnild The Labour Government must
benefit  the workers.  He drew be forced to display the same
attention whilst speaking on the | § pecolution as did the capitalist
““(I(‘q" ﬂhfﬁusmn (‘!_E’IUSO., : t(,]_ -ﬂ'."' class in theirv revolutionary day.
scafidalously ‘high price of radios, e s g e
and said that the relay system The House of Lords and the
|'would _be a boon. to -thousands of Mouwrchy_'mmu bchz!.llolifahzad. ;
WOTKeTS ~and ema ‘pwrrn AL &@]\ ABOLI HING TR

LORIDS *
1648-9.

HOUSE OF
March 19,

S Phe Commons of England
{gszmbled in Parliament, finding
by too long erperience thut the
House of Lords is useless aid
dangerous  to  the people of
Iingland to be continwed, hove
thowght fit to ovdain wnd enaet,

24 Saloet Documents of Mnglish
Clonstitntional History.”

Abolish the Lords

Ciment;

. continve so,
fnom the puble cowncils of the

- . e

Timidity .

and e it ordoined and endcted
by this present Parlicinent, and
by the authority of the saine,
that from henceforth the House
of Lwrds in Parliament shall be
and 48 hereby wholly abolished
and taken awaey; and that the
Lords shall not from henceforth
meel or sit in the said House
called the Lords’ House: or in
iy obther house or place what-

soever, as « House of Lords;
nor  shall  sit," wote, advise,
adjudge, or determine - of oany

mdtier or thing whoilseever, as
& Howse of Lords in Parlia-
nevertheless it 1s hereby
declured, that weither  such
Lords as hoeve demeaned them-
selves with honour, courage and
fidelity to the Commonivcealth,
nor their posterities who shall
shall be excluded

aation, but shall e admitted
thereunto, and have their. free
wote in Porlioment, if they shall
?e therennto eleczed as oﬂwr
st e L
(m(fh.'"vrl
have. Mo ;
And be ¥ further ordoined
and enacted by the authopily
wforesdid, that wo Peer of this
Tand, not being elected, qualified
and sitling in  Porlioment as
aforesaid, shall claim, hove, eor
make wse of any privilege of
Particment, either i refation to
lis person, quality, or estuete,
any law, usage, or custom to
the contrary . nofivighstanding.”

therewrto, :

T

Lvery worker in G.C.G. tnnws
that men transferved from Mardy
ito Stoer will not have the samevor
better econditions of work,

How The Transfer Will
Affect Steer Pit 2

Comiades 1 Steer

welecome

miners  will
workers from Mardy to
work beside them. TIn doing so it
is nececssary to examine concretely
| what the situation is likely to be al
[the pit.

Steer pit, in a literal sense is
cloring itself by mismanagemeoent,
{T]lew has been no development of
lnm‘ arens of coal of any consider-
teble length since nationalisation.
‘T]m result of the failure to levelop
the mine hag been the hreak-down

of an old custom and the intio-
duction of * double shifig . This,
efore the transfer of the Mardy

workers o Steer. ,

At Steer,  the  number  of
gappers ”’ who labour for days on
end at the minimum wage 1s eon-
siderable. This iz likély to be
incregsed by the addition of the
Mardy  labour foree. “ Dead
worle 7 will now be done by four,
instead of two as before. The in-
ovitable result of the inerease of
the labour force at the pit will be
to undermine the bargaining powesr
of the workers as a whole. Wages,
in these conditions, must begin to
decline.

Tie task of midtwnt socialist wnd
communist workers is to sce that
nationalisation is NOT earried out
at the expense of the workers.

Insist, through your Committee,
that not a penny in wages is lost
by the closure of Mardy and the
trapsfer of the miners to the Steer.
‘'here must be no deterioration of
canditions for any section of the
workers. . If saerifices: are neces-
sayy ‘to ensure a future of social-
ist equality, we will know when
and how to make such sacrifices.
But not a single sacrifice must be
made by the miners while the in-
dustry continues to pay the burden
of compen-ation, Not a penny

ON THE

Llanelly.
Dear Comrade, 17.1.48.
In the * Socialist Appeal” of
Jan, 1948, Ted Grant makes the
following ‘comment in regards to
the devaluation of the rouble :

“ The rouble was restored to a
stable ‘basis in the period
1922-24 by Lenin and Trotsky.
But so far had the runaway
inflation gone at that time, that
one rouble in the mew currency
was made equal fo 50,000 old
roubles issued in 1923, or o
5,000,000 of the old currency
issued in 1922,

My objection is, that this figure
5,000,000 is not correet, hence it
does. not give the true extent of
the inflation of that peried, 1922-24.

“ Boviet Weekly ™ also gives the
same figures.

In [ @uiline of  Politicak
Economy ” by Lapidus and Ostro-
vityandgv, Muartin Lawrence, 1929,
we get the following stutements:

YAt the begining of 1922 «
per-war  rowble woes  equal o
28,000 Seviet Roubles. Jrery-
body twas @  maltt-milionaire or
hithioneire.  But on  the other
hand, un wrticle which before the
war eost o jew roubles, in 1922
cost vy millives.  The figures
wsed i counting woney dn 1922
weire known before the war only
i medsuring the  distance
Letween stars, This gueve rise to
technical inconveniences as 4
reswlt  of - which the Sovief
Government resorted fo ¢ new
dengnination of its money folens,
i.e., to their renaming, colling
every 100 roubles of the 1922
issue, 1 rouble of the 1923 issue.
But  this  technicel  operation,
which ewsed the counting of
money, did not in any way stop

its further deprecietion. Tage
266.
“ Properly speaking, the

money reform, which was fully

b3

ROUBLE

1924, began witi
the issue of smm currency b.';
the Siate Bank in the form of

enforced in

chervonetz in 1922 The
chervonets issued by the State
Bank @ 1922 in virtue of this
right, was essentially not puper
moneJ, but & banknote. Tt hod
a 25 per cent, gold security and
stable foreign cuirency behind it,
while the rest wus segured on
bills of eychange and commodi-
ties. The issie of the chervoneéts
could not be dtilised as a means
of covering the deficits of the
State Budget. That rlefwf wWas
still covered as Lefore by the
emission of paper ionéy which
was .depreciating ot an- even
more rapid rate  than

Pages 266-267.

“ .. Afiter the chervonetz had
proved that it eowld: hold its
ground, . thus providing  the
stable currency so necessary for

the  development of  Soviet
- nationdl economy,. the puper
rouble dould be aholished.  This

was  acivelly
LPeburary bth, 1924, when o
decree was pubhshed with regard
to the issue of treasury notes.
Page 267,

“ After all fhew measures had
been taken the issue of paper
naney . was  stopped, -and the
paper _in  chreulation - was eq-
changed for treasury notes, ut
the rate of 50,000.000.000 roublos
ver treasury wmote of one rouble.
The money veform  had - been
achieved, the Soviet peper rouble
expired and the Soviet BLONGHLE
system  henceforth hcr(l o fnm
and s*iable currency.” Page 268,

Well Jomrade ity obvious.
arising outt of the ahove statement,
that inflation did mnot stop at the
5,000,000 mark but went on to the
50,00:0,000,000 mark.

Enclosed is 10/- 1.0, for one
um& wubseription, the remainder
put in the Fighting TFund., -

Yours Fraternally,

B G. REES

HE  reeent - by-election in
Clamlachie focussed more
attention on this slum—udden di-

ST 706 Saereen by
while N.C.B. officials have salaries
20 to 30 times: the wages of the
coal producer. Demand democratic
control of all aspects of pr (mmtlon

and at all stages by the miners
themselves. Only  then . will
deci-ions affecting pit closures . or

any other aspect of mining policy
be determined in the interests of
the workers.  This is the message
we of the Revolutionary Com-
munist ’arty send to the miners of
G.0.G. .

" From a Supplement issued

by our QUL comrades.)

Fvors LEFT ond RIGHT

BY AGITATOR

PICTURE OF A PATRIOT

HIZ “Kvening Standard” of

24¢h January, in writing on
the death of a Mrs. Corrigan, wife
of the American millionaire steel
magnate  who left her  his
£12,000,000  fortune, flashes the
light momentarily on “the

apitalists civeles,

“in these 20 ycars she became
lmown in Lenden, as in MNew York,
as. the most lavish hostess of her
time.

“Many lales
Mayfair parties.
paid  £5,000 in vent for Dudley
House, Park Lane, for the two
months’ season of 1938, A large
piéture of Mussolind stood in hor
houdeir.

“War feund Bes,
France.  She received the Croix
de Guerre for her work amsng the
troops at the front and among
priseners in concendration camps.

*Back in London, BMrs, Corri- |
gan opened the Wings Club for
young Allied Air Foree officers in
1943

“patriots’ in the

told of her
Mrs. Corrigan

Lare

I's

Corvigan in |

WHEN THIEVES
FALL 0QUT

ORY thap 24 years after the
war has ended the Americas
Government has released for pub-
livation, details of the pacts and
conversations between the Nazis
and the Stalinist bureaucracy in
the years 1939-41, before Russia
was attacked. ’
They reveal the utter eymieism
of the Stalini‘ts who assisted
Hitler with supplies and diplomatic

support in return for a seetion of
Poland and Rastern, Furope.

The details are unsavoury for a
State claiming to Le. Socialist and
very embarrassing for the Stalin-
ists and their satellites in ‘he
various  “ Communist’  Parties
wlo have failed to comment.

But the mdral indignation of the
“ democratie politicians and
press in Britain’ and America is
nauseating in its hypocrisy. They
suppressed- this: evidenee itom the
Nurcmburg trials purely fer diplo-
matic expediency. . At Nuremberg
they assisted the Stalinist bureauv-
eraey  in preserving & conspiracy
of silence on the challenge to pro-

duce - evidenee,  justifying  the
Moscow Trials, namely the so0-
wlled evidence that Trotsky was

in the pay of the Nazis.

- Now, because they are ema(luuu
ing a diplomatic offensive agninst
the Moviet Union, they expese th-
shady power politics of Stalin in
the past in order to cover their own

crimes. . . . When - thieves fall
out, . .
E 3 £
WHEN °'ERB WAS A

BOLSHIE

’l‘I-IE debate on the House of
Lords, like the royal wedding,

gave the Labour tops yet_another
oportunity to demon-trate their
servility before the established in-
stitutions  of - the  ruling class.
Morrison was profoundly “shocked™
by the suggestion of Imrys Hughes
that, failing. the abolition of the
Tlouse of Lords, its powera

should be reduced to one month.

To got through all the processes of

a Bill within a month, said Mr.
Morrison, was ‘“ Bolshevism gone
mad.” He said he had almost

of veto

arrived at the * shocking ”
jelusion that what we want
“not two chambers but three”
At the rivk of shocking him still
further, we would like to remind
‘Frh that so recently as 1934 the
Annual Conferenece of the T.abour
Party adopted the * Bolshevik”
proposal to abolish the House of
Lovds. But what is a’democratic
deeision of his Party to a defender
of hereditary in-titutions and
privilege ! 5

COlLl-
are

Invaluablie
fo Speakers

“ SPEAKERS’
INFORMATION
SERVICE " ?

*

Facts, Statistics and Inforﬁmtion
for Speakers — Cirenlated
Monthly to Individual
Subseribers.

Terms : 12 months - 5/-

6 months - 3/-

Write to : .
G. Noseda,

c/o0 256, Harrow Road,
Paddington, W.7.

*

Available to members
sympathisers of the R.C.P,

and

U= TS

-| hudnred

triet “of T Glasgow.™
facts that omelged are indicative
of the filthy housing conditions in
which the people living in Cam-
lachie are condemned to exist,

AT (fummmg” reporting on the
by-election campaign, writes in the
" News - Chronicle, E (24.1.48) :
“_ many fine, hrave patient souls
live in Camlachie, but thousands
of t_,hom exist in physical condition
which are a disgrace to civilisation,

£ Qne man, who, with hig wite
and five-year old ehild, dwells in
a characteristically hl!g-ll(]dl‘ll, rat-
infested hole, told me it was u
great improvement on the place he
had formerly occupied a  few
yuds away.  Familicy
are crowded together in hovels in
which no decent farmer would
keep a pig, and in the unfortunate
event of a family h(\mg deprived
of its pigsty there is literally no
other pigsty to go to.

“In  Camlachic 58% aof  the
houves have either been condemned
as unfit for human habitation or
are acknowledged to be unfit. From
a4 quick appraisal T should say
thig is a conservative estimate.. In
the Mile Bnd district alone smgle
apartment homes, giving shelter
very  often  to  whole families,
number nearly 1,600 :md two-
apartment home~, nearly 3,000,
in (lamlachie, wlndz bl(_(‘db lmg
and rats by Hm million.

Jummings remarks :
“T am told by a Glasgow (lity

Conneillor that sinee  the war.
£9,000,000 worth of materials has

been approved in  (lasgow for
building  enterprises of one kind
or another — cinemas, hanks,

essential and une sential foetories
and so forth-—of which only the
equivalent of £000,000 has Dbeen
allotted to houses for the working
population.”

There is a Labour ntajority on
.l'hn Glasgow City Couneil, and a
Labour  Government . in  power!

This is 2 condemnation of their
failure to plan boilding in the in-
terests  of the most needy. A
Socialist  bhuoilding  scheme  wonld
have its emphasis on the housing

RPN T the”

ousing in
Camlae

i
needs of - tho populatmn At the

same time there is an urgent need:
Lm the équltabh,

before.

accomplished.. .on.

mftllucauon obE

DEBATHE
v

5.P.G.B,
*Which Darty Should The
Working Class  Support 77
12th Feb.,, 8 p.m,
Carnegie Library,
Herne Hill Road, S.E.24.
Harry Young 8.7.G.8.
Roy Tca.rs-:e R.(‘.'P.
*

R.C.P.

M anctht{-r Bl‘am'h R (‘ P.
Lecture
THE NATURE OF FASCISM -
On SUNDAY, 8th FEB.
at 7.30 p.m.

Speaker : T, Dunmore,
Questions and Discussion at
The R.C.P. Rooms, 26 Ducie St.,
{near University),~ Chorlton-on-
Medlock, Manchester, 15,
¥ * *

CROYDON WORKERS
BOOK THIS DATH!
A Public Meeting will be held at

Kings}cy Road  School, Mitcham
Road Estate, on Tuesday, 9th of

March, 8 pm.  Come and hear the
policy "of the Revolutionary Com-
munist lelty
¥ *
LONDON DISTRICT-

. COMMITTEE announces a
MARKXIST DAY-SCHOOL
Sunday, Feb. 8th, at 256 Tarrow
Road, Paddington, W.2,

3.30 pom. Lecture:
“The Marslmll Plan and the
‘Workers

Ypeaker : Bill Hundier.

530 to T pam. Mea (provided at
Centre).
T to 9.30 p.m.
“Mock  Parliament’—  to

debate a  Trotskyist DBill,
“ For Nationalisation of the
Means of Production under
Workers’ Control.”

Open to Supporters and
‘Sympathisers of the R.C.P.
(h.'UgL for the Day-School,

-~ including Tea, 1/-

PUBLIC MEETING

100 Years of the Communist
Manifesto 1848 - 1948
Trotskyism Leads the Fight-
for Comnmism.

CONWAY HALL
Red Lion Square, W.C.1.
Kriday, Feb. 6th, 7.30 p.m.

Speakers
Bill Hunter Roy Tearse

Questions and Discussion.

DEBATE
“'Which Party Should the
Working Class Support ¥

GEO. HANSEN
D. FENWICK

(R.C.P.)
(S.P.G.B)

EALING TOWN HALL

(Lecture Room)

Thursday, 5th Feb., 7.30 p.m,



Organ of the Revolutionary
Communist Party
256, HARROW ROAD,
LONDON, W.2.

Phone : CUN 25206.

Editor: ¥, GRANT
l Business Manager: D. GRAY

For a Socialist|

Foreign Policy

The s‘peeches in the Parlia-
mentary debate on the dream
of a Union of Western
Europe: sombrely refleet the
impasse. of the imperialist
nations. Bevin clutches at
the idea of “ Western Unity.”
Churchill ecalls for a show-
down with Russia before it is
too late, and speaks already
of the next 'war.

The American and British
imperialists are ceaselessly
intriguing and planning the
ereation - of a  powerful
'Western Bloc in opposition to
the powerful Eastern Bloe
dominated by the Stalinist
pureaucracy- This, not with
the ohjective of establishing
peace, but in preparation for
a future war which must
come if capitalism survives.

Kvery intelligent eapitalist
econcmist and  politician
recognises today that the
separate and divided Euro-
pean states are doomed under
this system with their com-
peting national economies and
pnarrow restricted markets,

Hardly had the 'words
"been  uttered by Bevin
before the French announced
their devaluation of the
franc. Despite urgent pleas
of the British, the French
capitalists refused to change
their course.  Herein lies the
mortal ~'weakness of com-
petitive capitalism.  After
the first world war, sinilar
“gohenes were aivocateds
They inevitably ended in
fiasco. G

At the sanie time while the
capitalists can offer no solu-
tion to a Europe which has
been bled and tortured for
30 years, the solution of the
Russian bureaucracy is ne
better. Molotoy threatened
Britain, France and America
with “squalls” if they tried
to carry the Plan through.

Thus we have the divert-
ing, if unedifying, spectacle
of the capitalists decrying
the police-state regimes which
have been established by the
Stalinist bureaucracy on the
one hand. On the other the
Stalinists solemnly re-dis-
covering the *imperialistic”
aims of the capitalist elass
before, during and after the
war. :

Unfortunately, this “re-
discovery ” of the nature of
- imperialism by the Stalinist
bureaucricy and its * Com-
munist” Parties, is not a
return to Commumsm. For

at the same time they offer |

nothing but the reactionary
-and worn-out nationalist eries
of *defending the nation " in
France, Britain, Italy and

other ~ Western  countries
against the encroachments of
dollar imperialism. - While

proposing trade agreements
with the East, they fail to
show the only solution: a
revolutionary overthrow of
eapitalism. and the integra-
tion of the economies into a
united Socialist system.

The answer to the Utopia
of a Western capitalist union
lies in showing what eould
be achieved in’ a Union of
States under demoecratic
working class conirol. The
peoples of the world includ-
ing Germany and Russia and
Eastern Furope have inex-
haustible  possibilities in
human Ilabour which once
released from the fetters of
capitalism and the antiquated
national states can solve the
problems of the world.

4

" The Materialist
Interprefation of
History

1

with’ consummate skill in
HManifesto, has completely

interpretation of history.
Driving Force of History —
Class Struggle

2. The first chapter of the
Manifesto opens with the follow-

ing words: “The history of ail
hitherto existing, society is . the
history of class struggles.” This

postulate, the most important con-
clusion drawn from the materialist
interpretation of history, imme-
diately hecame an issue in  the
class struggle.  lispeeially venom-
ous attucks were direeted by
reactionary hypocrites, liberal
doetrinaires and idealistic demo-
crats  against the théory which
replaced ¥ common welfare,”
“pational unity’ ‘and * eternal
moral truths ” ag the driving force
by the struggle of material in-
terests. They were later joined
by recruits from the ranks of the
labour movement itself, by the so-
called revisionists, 4.e., the
ponents of reviewing (* revising )
Marxism in the sspirit of class
collaboration and class conciliation.
Finally, in our own time, the same
path has been followed in practise
Communist  International fthe
“ Stalinists *) ¢ the policy
so-called “ People’s Front™ flows
wholly from the denial of the laws
of the class struggle. Meanwhile,

tradictions to the point of highest
tension, whieh gives to the Com-
snunist  Manifesto its’ supreine
theoretical trinmph. )

T Anatonly O TCapitalisht ]

3. . The anatomy of capitalism,
development. of society, was given
by Marx in its finished form in
Capital (1867). But already in
the Communist Manifesto the main
lines of the future analysis are
firmly sketched: the payment for

The materialist conception of
history, discovered by Marx. only
a short while before and applied

the
with-
stood the test of events and the

pro--

by the contemptible epigones of the

of the

it is precisely the epoch of im-
perialism, bringing all social con-

ag a specific stage in the economie

labour power as equivalent to the
cost of ity reproduction ; the appro-
priation ot surplus value by the
capitalists; competition as the
basic law of social relations; the
ruination of intermediate classes,
i.e., the urban petty bourgeoisic
and the peasantry; the conecentra-
tion of wealth in the hands of am
ever diminishing number of pro-
perty owners at the one pole, and

blows of hostile eriticism. It cou- | the numerical growth of rhe pro-
gtitutes today ome of the most {letariat, at the  other; the
precipus instruments of human preparation of the material and
thought. All other inferpretations political 111_'cfenuditinns for the
of the historical process have lost | socialist régime. :

all scientific mcaning. We can . .

state with certainty that it is im- Capitalism Brings
yossible in our time not only to be § i

11 revolutionary militant but even Pauperisation.

a literatc observer in politics with- . A

out assimilating the materialist 4. " The proposition in the

Manifesto concerning the tendency
of capitalism to lower the living
standards of the workers, and even
to transform them into paupers,

has bheen subjected: fo a heavy
harrage. Pargons, professors,
ministers, journalists, soeial-

demoecratic theoreticians, and trade
unjon leaders came to the fronut
against the so-called “theory of
impoverishment,” They invariably
dizcovered signs of growing pros-
perity orpmng the toilers, palming

off the lahour aristocracy us the
proletariat, or taking a fleeting
tendency as  permanent. Mean-

while, even the development of the
mightiest capitalism in the werld,
namely, U.8. capituiism, has trans-
formed millions of workers into
paupers who are maintained at the
expense of federal, municipal or
private charity.

Recurring Crises

5. As against the Manifesio,
which depicted commercial and in-
dustrial crises as a series of ever
more extensive catastroptics, the
revisionists * vowed that the
national and international develop-
ment of trusts would assure cou-
trol over the market, and lead
gradually 1o the abolition of erises.
The close of the last eentury anl
the beginning of the present ono
were in reality marked by a
development of  capitalism ~ so
tempestuons as to make crises scem
only *“accidental ” stoppages. DBut
this epoch has gone beyond return.
In the last analysis, truth proved
to. be on Marx’s side in this
question as well.

——Theory—0f—The-State- ﬂ

6. “The exeocutive of <the
modern state s bmt a committee
for managing the common affairs
of the whole bourgeoisic.” This suc-
cinet formmulya, which the leaders of
the social democracy looked upon
as a journalistic paradox, contains
iin fact the only scientific  theay

.chievements
ommunist

"By LEON TROTSKY
Summarised by Trotsky on lthe 90th
Anniversary of the Manifesto (An Exwact)

of the. state. The

as both Dernstein .

can undisturbedly fill with any kind
of class content.
cracy - can serve
geoisie. A
“ People’s Front,” whether headed
by Blum or Chautemps, Caballero
or Negrin, is only “a committee
for managing the common affairs
of the whole bourgeoisie.” When-
ever this ‘ committee” manages
affairs poorly, the bourgeoisic
dismisses it withi a boot, -

only

Political  Struggle

7. “Hvery ciass struggle is a
political struggle.” ‘The organiz-
ation of the proletariat as a class
[is] comsequently its organisation
into a political party.” Trade
unionists, on the one hand, and
anarcho-syndiealists on the other,
have long shied away—and even
now try to shy away—from the
understanding, of these historical
laws.  ““TPure” trade unionism
has now been -dealt a croshing

Blow in its chief refuge ; the United

States. Anarcho-syndicalism has
suffered an irreparable. defeat in
its last stronghold—=Spain.. Here
too the Manifesto proved correct.

Conquest Of Power

8. The proletariat cannot con-
quaer power within - the legal
framework  established by  the
bourgeoisie. “ Communists openly
declare that their ends ean e
attained only by the forcible over-
throw of all existing social con-
ditions.” Reformism sought to ex-
plain - this ~ postulate of the
Munifesto on the grounds of the
immaturity of the movement  at
that time, and the inadeguate de-
velopment of democracy. The fate
of Ttalian, German, and a great
number of other “ democracies”
proves that fimmaturity ” i the
distinguishing. trait of the ideas of
the reformists tlremselves.

Workers' Democracy

9. Tor the socialist transform-
ation of society, the working class
must concentrate in its hands such
power as can smash each and every
political obstacle barring the road
to the new system. ‘The prole-
tariat = .organized ‘as the ruling
class ¥~ this i the dictatorship.

~Futthe sim T oy tionak-brought—abewt—net-—enky
true proletarian democracy. Its |four years of devastation in FEurope,

scope’ and depth depend upon cdn-
¢rete historical  condigions. The
greater the mumber of states that
take the path of the socialist reve-
lution, the freer and morve flexille
forms will the dictatorship asgsume,
the broader and more deep-going
will ‘be workers’ democracy.

of
anifesto

democracy
fashioned by the Bourgeoisie is not,
and Kautsky
thought, an empty sack whick onc

Bourggois demo-
the bour-
government of the

the

TROTSKY

Werld Charaeter of
Socialist Revelution

10. The international develop-
ment  of  capitalism  has  pre-
determined the international

charaeter  of the  proletarian
revolution. “ United action, of the
Jeading civilized countries at least,
is one of the first conditions for
the. emancipation of the nrole-
tariat.” The subsequent develop-
ment of capitalism has so closely
knit all seetions of our planet,
both “ civilized * "and ™ undivilized,”
that the problem of the socialist
revolution  has completely and
decigively,  assumed a.  world
character, The Soviet bureau-
cracy attempted to liguidate the
Manifesto with  respeet  to  (his
fandaments1 question. The Bona-
partist degeneration of the Hoviet
state is nn overwhelming illustra-
tion of the falscness of the theory
of socialism in one country.

State Withers Away

11, “When, in the course of
development, class distinetions have
disappeared, and all. production
has been concentrated in-the hands
of o vast association of the whale
uation, the public power will lose
its political character.” In other
i words : the state withers away.
Society remains, freed from the
straitjacket., This is nothing else
Tt sorialism. The eonversé
theorem : the monstrous growth -of
stite coercion in the U.B.S.R. is
cloquent testimony that society is
moving away from socialism.

No Fatherland

12, - “The workingmen have no
fatherland.” These words of the
Manifesto have more than once
Leen evaluated by philistines as an
agitational guip. As a matter of
fact they provided the proletariat
with the sole conceivable directive
in' the guestion of the- capitalist
“ fatherland .  The 'violation of
this directive by the Second Inter-

but the present stagnation of world
culture. In’view of the impénding
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L84, there took place in Londoun
the second congress ol the ohl-
munist League,  Present at the
cougress was Karl Marx who, with
Ifrederick Engels, had jomed the
organization some time carlier and
the ¢hange of name from * Ifedera-
tion of the Just” to * Communist
Lieague.”  The Communist leugue
was the first international organ-
ization of the working class with
a Communist programme. Article
1 of its " Rules and Constitution ™
vead
“Fhe aim of the League is the
overthiow of the bourgeoisie, the
estal
proletariat, the abolition of the
bourgeois social order founded
upen. class antagonisms and the

inauguration of a new social
order wherein there shall  be
neither classes nor private
preperiy.

The historieal significance of this
second congress of the Communist
League lay in the fact that it was
oit this occagion that Marx and
Bogels were commissioned to draw
up a manifesto which would bring
the views of the Leagne before the
world. This proposal came after
a lengthy debate—the ¢ongress sat
for at least ten days—in the course
of which Marx had elaborated his
theoretical  conclusions. Marx’s
views on the proeess which would
transform capitalist socicty into
socialism was accepted Dby the
majority of the delegates. The
modern, scientific socialist move-
ment was born.,

What was the significance of
Marx’s contribution to the dis-
cussion ?

The Utopians

There had been Socialists before
Marx, many of them great men
who carried on a heroic struggie
against the misery engendered by
Capitalism. Best known of these
were the Utopian  Socialists,
Robers Owen (171-1858), Charles
Fourier (1771-1837) and Saint-
Simon (1760-1825).

Most of these Utopians were
middle - elass intellectuals, fright-
cened by the growth of social dis-
tress and concerned at the action
of the masses who were rising up
in revolt against the terrible con-
ditions under which they lived.
They sought to ameliorate the
suffering and abolish social in-
equality. Other TUtopians same
from the ranks of the swiftly-
disappearing  small producers,
ruined by the competition of large-
seale industry and the concentra-
| tion of capital. Some, like Robert
Owen, came from the tanks of the

socialist convictions. “sprang from
humanitarian motives.
The Utopians were the first to

new war, for which the betrayal
of the ™Third ' International has
paved the way, the Manifesto re-
mains even now the most reliable
counsellor on the question of the
capitalist * fatherland *, d

Communal Figh

For a

The picture above

members of Irgun.

terror.
tion in the utopia o fan
pendent Zionist State for Jews.

It ushers in

. | terrible civil

tion even worse.

war, especially

is of two
Irgun repre-
sents @ section of the Jews. who,
driven desperate by the persecution
in Europe have resorted to acts of
They try and find salva-
inde-

But far from partition solving
the problem for the Jewish people
in Palestine, it makes their situa-
a
so

ting in Palestine

United Socialist

when the small size of the popu-
lation is taken into ace.unt. The
whole of the Arab world has been

inflamed by  this  reactionary
measure. The Arabs correctly re-
gard this as a  division of the
country which they have in-

habited for over a thousand years.

In the meantime, the imperial-
iste can continue to play the
Arabs against the Jews, according
to the given relationship between
the Great Powers and the situa-
tion in the Middle East.

TORONTO, CANADA, Jan.

Clairmont, RW P. candidat

Dowson, sole oppounent of the

over 119 of the total vote cast

vote. ;
The last weck of the campaig
witnesced the most vicious red-bait

the city.”

1

Tot'.y incumbent Saunders, polled

(lairmont, one of seven candidates
for the four offices on the Board of
Control, polled 5.7% of the highest

ing drive that this' ecity has ever
seen. Mayor Saunders hysterically
lashed out against the opponents
of his slate for Board of Control as
“ godless men. unfit to administer
In Ward 5, a concen-
trated working elass area, the

Toronto Trotskyist
Election Gains

Ross Dowson Polls 15,000 Votes

1—

The Trotskyist candidates in Toronto's " mumnicipal
elections registered impressive gains.

Final veturns gave Ross Dowson, Revolutionary Workers
Party candidate for Mayor, 15,423 wvotes, and Harry

e

for Board of Control, 4957.

capitali-t candidates campaigned
on a straight anti-communist basis,

. Under the impetus of the cam-
paign 39% voted, a 9% increase
over last year. DBut the red-bait-
ing campaign fizzled out. Although
Smith, the Stalirist candidate for
the Board of Control, went down
to defeat for the second time, he
received 49,319 votes—T7,087 more
than -last year. Defeated in other
wards, Stalinist candidates in
Wards 4 and 5 were returned with
an increased vote.

The C.C.T. took a bad beating.
Running only 9 eandidates for the
most- unimportant of 41 posts, it

3
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Palestine

The partition is a disaster for
both Arab and Jewish masses in
It assists the reaction-

Palestine.

elected only one- candidate., = Its
campaign was indistingaishable
from that of the eapitalist
eandidates,

Major Foree

Only the R.W.P. made substan-
tial gains.

Last year’s R.W.P. candidate for
Mayor, Murray Dowson, polled
3,201, or 3% of the poll. The
R.W.P, this year, running its
National Secrctary, Ross Dowson,

ary . Arab“feudai landowners to polled 11 of the  fotal vote,
retain theif hold over the Arab| Despite Smith’s expensive cam-
peasants,  And the Jewish masses | paign, Clairmont, a firsi-time

are pushed into the arms of their

capitalist masters.

Only a firm unity between Arab
and Jewish masses for .a United
full
autonomy for the Jews, can. solve

Socialist  Palestine = with

the problem of Palestine,

candidate polled almost 5,000.

The significance of the big Trot-
skyist vote iz underlined by the
fact that the Tory Saunders, was
endorsed by the powerful A.IRL.
Jouncil.  Although the C.CF.
dominated C.T.0 Counecil did not
endorse him, many prominent
CC.F. leaders did.

subject modern capitalism to a
thorough and devastating criticism.
Tlhey showed that the hopes which,
the French Revolution had aroused
in mankind—that the destruction
of feudalism and the establishment
of political liberty meant hap-
piness and progress for all—were
unfounded. On the contrary, the
condition of the workers was very
much worsened onee political power

was in the hands of the bour-
geoisie. The FKrench  Utopian,
Fourier, showed that under the

existing order of society a large
number  of  people merchants,
gome manufacturers, lawyers, tax-
collectors, the military, and many
others—lived parasitic lives, doing
no productive work. He and Owen

advocated the abolition of the
difference  between .town and
country—which has since become
a classic aim of revolutionary
socialism—and the need of reorgan-

ising the cducational system upen
the unity of productive labour and
learning. Apart from Owen's ox-
periments at New Tanark, this
latter demand was not translated
into action till after the victory
of the Russian proletariat in 1917,

Abolition Of The Stale

Saint-8imon, with what KEngels
called his * genius’s breadth of
vision,” was vaguely aware that

economic eonditions form the basis
of political constitutions. In his
writings we find a clearly exposed
conception of the fingl aim of the
Socialist movement—the transform-
ation of political govermment over
men into the administration of
things and the guidance of the pro-
cesses of production. Flere, clearly
foresecn, wag the ultimate abolition
of the State.

While the TUtopians recogniscd
that the development of capitalism
was ecreating intolerable conditions
for. the great mass of the people,
they suffered from the illusion that
to change the economic and social
order would be a very easy task

All they had to do was (o carry
on propaganda in favour of 'thc
future . society—whose  physival

shape they had mapped out down
to the minutest detail. Tf -they
could persuade a sufficient number
of people, and especially -a repre-
sentative section of the possessing
classes who, after all, disposed of
political power, to support their
schemes, all would be accomplished.
There would Dhe no need for
gort of political struggle. A
volution? Perish the thought !

“ Should not the rich first of all
be turned on to the right road? ”.
Cabet, one of fhe leading Prench
utopian  socialists, was asked.
“ Undoubtedly,” was his reply.
¢ Tt is useful to hegin with them,
for the rich and the educated have
greater influence among the rich,
and even among the poor. DButl can
we rely upon heing successful
among the rich? Why should we
have any doubis on this score?
Are there no enlightened, just

-

inishment of the rule of the

_capitalist_clags. itself and  their |

any -

¢
'

istorical
Background

of the Communist Manifesto
BY C. VAN GELDEREN

Towards the end of November, and generous people :‘.111;;f1g 1l

rich?”
The utopian Socialist: ware
aware that the workers veie® the

most oppressed section of the pop:
lation, but they had little fatt
in the ability of the worke
free themselves from the cluiing

[ty
capitalism, They preferred  to
seek the support of  bewevolent

representatives of the bourgeosic,

or to supplicate tender-heartod
monarchs,
Reformisin
Other *soeialist ” theories were

being advocated at the same time.
In France, Proudhon was jutoug
forward the idea of mutum creait
institutions and all-embracing co-
operative associations.  His com-

patriot, Liouis Blane, Wil
auticipating by about o century, .
the Mtalinist “ Populair  u'rount,’
claiming that society -ag a whole,
ineluding  the  capitalists, was
interested in the e tablishment of
soeialism,  *If the bourgeosie is
moved by good intenfions,” he
wrote, it witl do everyth:ng to

regensrale the coumtry, Let themn
amalgamate with the peopie and

take the initiative in changing
over from competitiom to asso-
ciation.” Louis Blane believed im-

plicitly in the power of universal
Iranchise. Dy the exercise of the
vote alone the " people” could
eliminate their engmies and bring
gbout the transformation of society,
The vote was all-powerful, there
was therefore no need for force.
“Let us leave force to our
enemies,” he wrote, *“ the peopie
look to their emancipation not in
the use of erude foree, but in
order.”

Marx and Engels tore through
the arguments of Utopians and
reformists, alike.  They showed
that eapitalism was not simply
the work of evil men with evil
infent but a necessary. produect of
historieal development ; that
economic development prepares and
makes inevitable the replacement
of the ecapitalist by the socialist
gystem of  production. "T'hey
showed how the capitalist gystem
of production eame into being and
how, in the course of its develop-
ment, the private ownership of the
means  of  production  becomes n
fettor on its further growth. The
socialisation of the meéans of pro-
duction becomes equally indispens-
able and inevitable, And  this
tran<formation would come about,
not through the good-will of the
ruling eclass or sentimentally in-
clined - crowned heads, but through
the elasgy strugle.  The proletariat
and only the proletariat. could
accomplish _the task. = To  them
‘history had sassigned the role of
overthrowing the bourgeoisie and
usheri]jg in the new, socialist order

of socicty. "This they could only
do by securing political power,
through the dictatorship of the
proletariat.
Scientific Socialism
Socialism ceased to be a Utopian
dream. Through the genius of

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
it had been transformed into a
seience.

In the Jommunist Manifesto,”
the two founders of sclentific’
socialismm gave the first conci e
exposition of the theoretical con-
ceptions they had worked out.

*This work,™ wrote Lenin,
“ gives with the clarity and dis-
tinction of genius the new con-
ception of the world, consistent
materialism, embracing also the
sphere of social life, dialectie
materialism as the most compre-
hensive and profound theory of
development, the theory of the
class struggle and the world-
historical revolutionary role of

the proletariat, the creator of a

new communist society.”

A few weeks after the manu-
seript was in the hands of the
London printer, the February revo-
lution in Paris broke out. In the
beginning of Jauuary, 1848, events
in North Italy had inaugurated the
“Year of Revolitions”, On
Januvary 18th, Sicily and Palermo
were in open revolt and a pro-
vigional gouvernment had been sct
ap. Ouly a few weeks after the
March revolution in Germany the
first copies of  the Manifesto
entered that country,

This was the background against
whiech the Communist Manifesto
wag written.

The Marshall
Plums

The Marshall Plan includes
a few rich plums for Big
Business which aren’t public-
ized in the press

The bill Truman submitted
to Congress confains a provision
that- the T1.S. Government
guarantee dollax - for - dollar
private American investments
in Western Europe, up to 5%
of the (otal amoumi of the
Marshall Plan.

X This guarantes applies to in-
vestments by U.S. eorporations

or foreign corporations in which

Americans own un interest.

If Congress votes the full $17 |
billion, this means the govern-
ment. could underwrite against
loss $850,000,000 in private
corporation investments ! !

(* The Militant "—U.8.A.)

‘s
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THE FRANC DEVALUATION

How it will affectiFrench and 'World' Economy

BY T. CLIFF

The French Governnient has decided to devalue the frane and establish a free

market in gold and foreign exchange.

The official value of the framne¢, which was 119

to the doliar and 430 to the pound will frem now on be 215 to the dollar and 864 %o
thie peand. Besides this official price the free market will buy and sell dollars at about

340 francs to the dollar.

What importance - does the French Government's decisions have?

W hat are the

reasons for it and what will be its results? The answers to these quesiions will expose the
bankrupicy of declining capitalism. ' '

The Causes of the French
~ Government’s Decision

Two main  associated causes
led to the French Government
intreducing the new financial mani-
pulation ;

(1) French exports lag hadly
behind her imports; and
(2) The position of French
reserves in geld and foreign
exchange is catastrophic.
Despite the tremendous export
drive, France’s exports pay for
only about 60 per cent. of her im-
- ports, leaving her with a monthly
trade deficit of about 10,000 million.
Besides this, she pays about 2,000
million franes a month in transpori
freight to other countries ,and the
same amount again on other over-
seds expenditure (mainly military).
This adverse balance of pay-
ments has caused her reserves
of 'gold and foreign exchange to
be nearly exhausted -and has
jeopardised -the stability of the
financial system.  While at the
end of 1939 French gold reserves
amounted to 2,709 million dollars,
in Janagary 1945 they amounted
to. 1,779 millien dollars, and in
August 1947 to only 544 million.
The foreign exchange reserves held
by the Central Bank of France de-
clined from 821 million francs at
the end of 1938 to 3 million franes
in August 1947. .
BExports lag behind imports not
because .French production has

dropped. On the contrary, pro-

duction is above the pre-war level |

on the whole, and particularly in

such key industries as coal, steel, :

electricity, building materials and
a number of heavy industries. Nor
is the world market to blame: it
is bungry for goods and ‘the de-
mand is much above the supply.
Furthermore, the real wages of
the Ifrench workers, according to
official statistics, are less than half
of pre-war,

Exports lag as the result of two
main factors: firstly the inflation-
ary spiral, which makes French
products very dear compared to
produets from other countries;
secondly the high tariffs the United
States puts on all imported goods
and the rising prices she demands
for all exported goods.

The Right-Centre Sechuman
Government cannot get rid of the
inflationary pressute by a capital
levy, by heavy taxation on . the
rich, by a strict control of prices
exercised by workers and con-
sumers’ committees. It tried to do
so by imposing more taxes on the
rich, but, being immediately
attacked from the right, it
capitulated with ineflicient half-
measures. Now  the  French
Government are foreed to try
another manipulation.

The Character of the

New Gamble
By cutting the value of the franc
to nearly half the I'rench Govern-

large financial, insurance,

State.
repayment of small savings.

open:  to inspection
Committees.

by the

eommittees.
of: a State-financed national

: tenants’ committees.

co-operatives,
small shophkeepers.
| 7.

officers from the ranks.

of worker-ofticers.

hatred of any description.

fascist attacks.
11,

12.

Russia.

world socialism,
; p

i}

POLICY OF

The Revolutionary Communist Party stands for the
establishment of a system of society in which class
divisions and the exploitation of man by man have
-been abolished and the introduction of a communist
mode of production and distribution in which people
broduce according to their ability and receive from
society according to their needs.
this to be an international task, to be undertaken by
the British working class in close collaboration with
the workers and exploited masses of all lands, and is
united. for this purpose on a world scale with revolu-
tionary Marxists of other lands in the organisation
of the Fourth International.
of its goal, the R.C.P. strives to win the support of
the majority -of the British working class for the
overthrow of capitalismt and the establishment of a
Workers' Government, on the basis of the following
transitional programme ;— 4

1. The nationalisation of the land, all atomie processes, all
industrial and distributive and
transport enterprises without compensation and their organ-
isation on the basis of am overall production, plan, with . control
of production at all stages in the hands of demoeratically
elected committees of workers and technicians,

2. Foreign trade to be concentrated in the hands of the

3. Abolition of the national debt with provision for the
4. Abolition of business secrets.
5. Luxury hotels and mansio,ns; to be requisitioned and all

existing housing space, to be contralled and allocated by temants’
An end to luxury building and the establishment:

¢ operated in collaboration with the building trade unions and

6. Distribution of food, clothes, fuel and other comsumers
goods in shorl supply and the fixing of prices in collaboration
with and under the control of committees elected from the:
distributive trades,

A rising seale of wages to meet. any increase in the
[ eost of living, fo be assessed at regular intervals by workers”
and housewives’ committees and the trade unions, with al¥
wages based on a guaranteed minimmum; a falling scale of hours
with mo reduction in wages to absorb the unemployed, who
must be fully maintained while not working; a maximum week
of 40, hours. without loss of earnings. ’
8. Abolition of the Monarchy, the House of Lords and the:
law of inheritance; the immediate repeal of all strike-breaking
and anti-labour laws, and the introduction of full electoral
~ rights for men and women in the armed forces.
] 9. Dissolution of the standing army and its substitution |
¢ by a worlers’ militia; abolition of conscription and military
- law; clear out the reactiomary officer caste; for the election of
The: establishment of military schools
by the trade unions at the expense of the, State for the training

10. ‘Withdrawal ef police protection from fascist meetings;
illegalisation -of anii-semitism and the propagation of race
For direct workers® action through
the formation of defence guards based om a umited front of ali
working class organisations to combat fascist provecation and
defend workers® orgamisations, premises, and meetings from.

Immediate freedom for the éolonial peoples to choose
their own form of Government and the immediate withdrawalk
of British troops from all coloniil countries.

Unconditional defence of the Soviet Union against all
imperialist powers; for the overthrow of the privileged Stalinist
bureancracy and the re-intradmction of workers’ democracy - im.

13. An end to. secref diplomacy;
annexations or reparations based upon the self-determination of
nations; the unconditional withdrawal of British troops together
with all occupation forces from foreign soil,

14. Unity with the workers and exploited masses of all
lands in the struggle for the overthrow of capitalism and the:
establishment of a United Socialist States of Europe and for -

THE R.C.P.

The R.C.P. declares

Towards the attainment

All company books to be
Trade Unions and Workers'

housing plan, drawn up and

factories, housewives and

a peace without

ment Lopes that the price of
¥rench goods abroad will decline,
This will allow the French indus-
trialists to undercut their com-
petitors on the world market, and
so will increase French exports.
On the other hand, the fact that
French importers of all goods ex-
cept a.few necessities such as coal,
wheat and raw materials, will be
compelled to go to the free market
to buy the dollars and other heavy
currency needed to pay for the
imports, will immediately mean a
rise in the price of imported goods.
1n this way the Government hopes
to decrease the volume of imports.
The new measure is intended to
encourage export in geleral, but
especially export to the dollar
countries. On the other hand, it
is intended to discourage imports
in general, and especially imports
from the dollar countries, The
claunse permitting a free market for
dollars side Dby side with the
official market will mean that a
Hreneh  capitalist who sells his
goods in the United States will
receive doliars which he will ex-
change for, 340 francs; this he
wilk then exchange for sterling at
the official rate. 1t will thus turn
out that a- pound sterling will be
exchanged not for 4,98 dollars but
for less than 8. This will en-
courage the Hrench capitalists to
reap additional fat profits by ex-
porting to dollar countries and then
importing from the sterling area.
Amnother reason for the new
arraugement is that millio_ns upon
millions worth of gold and foreign
exchange is hoarded by rich Hrench
capitalists. The French Govern-
ment hopes that the "new free
market. price of 340 francs to the
dollar in place of the former 119,
might induce them to disgorge these

fortunes. This would increase the
reserve of gold and foreign ex-
change in the hands of the

(tovernment.
The Social Character
of the Gamble

The devaluation of the franc is
a “compensation to Black
Marketeers.
to cut imports and increase ex-
ports—an inducement to the indus-
trialist—the  exporter, the im-
porter—at the expense of the
workers and poor middle -class.
Thus even before the French
Government’s pronouncement,- the
Black Market had already antici-
pated it, and prices rose in the
two weeks previous to it by 50 to
100 per cent.

Finaneial System
will not be Saved

Tiie French Government is trying
its best to postpone the inevitable
catastrophe, But it can use only
palliatives; it cannot provide a
solution. The new financial mani-
pulations may possibly for a short
time inerease exports; but as the
prices of imports rise and the
prices received for exports de-
cline—which the new regulations
will ensure—France’s balance of
payments will be as bad as it is
now, even though the volume of ex-

4 ports rises and of imports declines.

The French workers will be further
exploited in order to increase ex-
ports, their standard of living will
remain terribly low and even be
cut in order to keep imports down
and still the balance of payments
will not improve. Iiven the in-
ducement to the Black Marketeers
to sell their hoards to the Govern-
ment will most probably have
meagre results. Since the Govern-
ment has devaglued the frane, they
will examine the possibility of a
further devaluation. They will
keep the dollars and wait and see.

But French capitalism is in such
a desperate financial position that
it is compelled to gamble with any
palliative which might save them
for another short period—pechaps
till the Marshall Plan comes to
the rescue. .

Bankruptecy of Capitalism

The catastrpphic financial posi-

disruption of the world divigion »f
labour, the destruction of Cer-
many which held the key position
in the European division of labour,
the decline of Europe as against
the United States, cte. The new.
frane manipulation will cause a
further digruption in the world
division of labour. Britain's ex-

Tt is an- inducement’

tion of France is the result of the |.

port difficulties will increase as
French exports vrigse. And the
dollar will Dbecome -even more
powerful relative to the pound,
while sterling is .in -danger of
collapse.  DBritish - capitalism will
be driven to increased efforts ¢
export while doing its best to close
its doors to imports from France.
Thus, confronted with the dfirst
difficulties in exporting, the French
capitalists forget all talk of the
Western bloe and put a knife in
the back®of Britais.- DBritain: be-
haved similarly a few months ¢gn,
when, in order to sirengthen the
base of sterling, she decided on
the abolition of the convertibility
of sterling into dollars. Thiz was
used by the Freuch Government as
an argtment to justify their uai-
lateral devaluation action. . The
winds of economic adversity will
bring - the different capitalist
countries of ILlurope back to the
jungle law - of capitalism: ‘‘ Iach
man (or country) for himself.”
It is possible that.United States
imperialism will hasten. the intro-
duction . of the Marshall Plan .in
order to save Huropean capitalisp
by stabilising the currency of the
countries of [Hurope, by slackening
the strain in their balance of pay-
ments, by increasing their pur-
chasing poweér. The Marghall FPlan
will possibly encourage an exten-
gion of the division of labour
among the capitalist countries ot
Turope. DBut this will be only a
temporary measure lasting -at most
only a few years., When fhe slump
comes, when the crisis of over-
production breaks out, each ynli
try to increase its exports whiie
cutting imports from other
countries. 5
If today every cabitalist country
in Europe is blindly trying to save
itgelf even if the others drown, this
will increase tenfold when the
slump comes, i
No Stability Under
Capitalism

Hitler Germany tried to * unite ”
REurope by the sword. Marshall
tries to * unite’ Western Turope
by increasing the dependence of. all
‘the European countries on United
States capitalism . Bevin’s scheme
for a bloc of the Western capitalist
‘countries as aun independent factor

fraud. Taropean Qb.pitalism_ by
itself will be shattered to pileces,
every national capitalism stahbl_ug
the other in the back. . Only under
the patronage of dollar imperialism,
can “unity "' of a Western bloc be
achieved. :

Real unification of ti_ne‘ e(‘,on.omics
of Hurope and the world is an
urgent need for the.working peoplé.
the socialist revolution - and the
establishment © of  the

World.

Anti-Fascists
in Court

(Continued from Page 1)
Chief  Ynspector Watson
Didn’'t Know !

The partiality of the pelice was
ovidenced in the case .of three
anti-fascists . arrested outside a
Mosley meeting in Bethnal Green.
Chief Inspector Waltson, in evid-
ence, was asked by the magistrate,
“Mr. Raphael, if it was right to
describe the meeting as a fascist
ong? ; =
“1 can’t say it was” repliad
the Inspector. :
We are not babies,

“ Come ! ]
Chief Inspector!” . said _thc
magistrate. “It was a meeting

amn

in support of Sir Oswald Mosley.

“ Tt was,” replied Watson.

The State, in the shape of the
police and courts, stg}nd, thére as
an allegedly * impartial” force L:}
see that there is “law and order.’
Chuter Bde admitted that Mosley’s
meetings are protected to the tune
of 100 or more policémen,

British workers must sée to it

against the fascists, ‘whose mere
presence -constitutes a provocation
to the ~workers .and Jewish
minority, bui that they are given
adequate protection when chasing
the fascists off the streets.

A Covernment claiming to re-
present the workers does not sound
ag *“ impartial”? protector of the
community ineluding ‘the workers
mortal enemy, the .fascists, It
should be thers: to | protect the
workers’ interests and ensure that
the fascists cannot continue to pro-
pagate their pernicioug race hatred

BIRMINGHAM DAY
| SCHOOL -

“The French Situat‘ion' i
Speaker: TED GRANT

I.L.P. Rooms, 38 John Bright Street
~(Near Alexandra Theatre)

Sunday, 8th February, at 3.15 pm

and anti-labour policy.

—————T

Struggle For World

standing on its own feet, is ay

It can be “achieved. yriy-—through

] Socialist |
United States of Hurgpe and the |’

Communism Continues

(Continued from Page 1.)

GUIDE TO ACIION

Marx and LEngels further developed and
made more comprehensive and precige their
theoretical prineiples, upon the basis of
which the Manifesto had been written.
Years of scientific, economiec, historical and
philosophical study went into the- structure
of Marxian theery. But more than this:
by thé vigour with which they threw them-
selves into the struggle of the working class
against the capitalists and the flexibility of
their tactics, they showed that Marxism was
no dogma, no passive philosophy of contem-
plation, but a scientific theory backed . by
action. 'The task was not to bemoan the
evils of the world, or rest content with
interpreting it; the task was to change it.

WORKERS AND THE STATE

In the course of a hundred years, rich in-

historical conflict and deévelopment, great
changes have taken place. During théir
lifetime the authors of 'the Manifesto iu-
dicated what they believed had been outdated,
and what lessons and ecxperiences of the
working class in great struggles’ should be
incorporated into the Communist programme,
Out of the experienee of the glorious Paris
Commune of 1871, when the working class
héld power in their kands for the first time
though only for two months, they drew the
conclusion that “ome thing especially was
proved by the Commune, viz., that the work-
ing class ‘cannot simply lay hold of the ready
made state machinery, and wield it for its
own pufposes.” The workers would have to
smash the capitalist state machine, with its
standing army, police, its ecourts and
bhureaucracy. i

DEMOCRACY AND EQUALITY

In itg place they would have to establish
a (Government econtrolled by working men
as a first, iransitional step towards com-
munism : the dictatorship of the proletariat.
But this dictatorship visualised by Marx and
Tngels had nothing in common with- the
terrifying cavieature which the ecapitalists
and reformist socialists depiet in their fight
against communism. Nor yet was it a
regime which im any vespeet has the
slightest similarity te the monstrous Stalin-
ist dietatorship in Russia today. In the
introduection to Karl Marx’ss book, the
“ Civil War in France,” Tingels wrote in
March 1891 : i

“ Against this transformaetion of the Siate
and the orguns of the State from the ser-
vants of Sovciety into masters of society—uo
process which had been inevitable in oll
previous States—ithe Commune made use of
two infallible expedients. In the first place,
it filled all posts—admintstrative, judicial and
" educational—by election on the basis of

- universal  suffrage iof all eoncerned, with

the right of these electors to recall their
delegatle af any time. -And in the second
place, all officials, kigh or low, were paid
only the wages received by other workers.
The highest salary paid by the Commane to
anyone was 6,000 frenes. In this way an
effective  barrier. to  place-hunting
coreerisin was set up, even wpori fromy the
smperetive mandates to delegate o repre-
sentative bodies which twere also added in
profusion. :

This shattering of the former Sitate power
and its replacement by o aew and really
democretic Stote is described in deteil in
the third section of ““ The Civil War.”

. The Bolshevik revolution of October 1917
‘went further than the Paris Commune. The
land and all the basic industries and the
banks werg nationalised. The power of the
old ruling class was destroyed. The Soviet
system was, in its beginnings, the most deme-
cratic which humanity had yet brought inte
being.  But to complete the reveolution it was
necessary that the workers in the advanced
countries come to the aid of backward Russia.

and .

i
£
-

" state.

lessly crushed.

ive like Lords.

The failure of the German revolution and
the backwardness of Russia in econemy and
culture forced the Bolsheviks to retreal.
But under Lenin and Trotsky they openly
declared they were forced to retreat. :

LENIN ON INEQUALITIES

When the wages of the specialists werce
increased to five times that of the workers
Lenin warned that this was against the
prineiples of the Commune and was very
dangerous even as a temporary expedient.

“. . . We have had to resort to the old
bourgeois method and to agree ¢ pay o very
high price for ‘ services’ of the biggest bour-
geois specialists., AWl those who are familier
with the subject appreciate this, but not ell
ponder over the significance of the measure
that has been adopted by the proletarian
Clearly, such a measure i ¢ COM-
promise, a departure from the principles of

- the Poris Commune and of every proletariun

state, which coll for the reduction of all
salaries to the level of the wages of the
average worker, which call for o struggle
against careerism, not in words, but in deeds,

“Moreover, it is cleqr that such ¢ measure
not only implies the cessation—in a certain
field and b o certaim, degree—of the offensive
against capitel (for capitel is not « sum of
money but o definite social relation); it is -
also @ siep bachkwerd on the purt of our
socialist Soviet Government, which from the
very outset proclaimed and ~ pursued the
policy of reducing high salaries to the level
of the wages of the averuge worker.

“. o T conceal from the masses the fuct
that the enlistment of bowrgeois specialists
by means of ewitremely high salapies is a
retreat from the principles of the Paris
Coimmune, wouwld be tantamount fo sinking
to the level of bourgeois politicians and to
deceiving the masses. Openly expluining how
and why we took this step backward und .

" then publicly discussing whet means are

aveilable for making up for lost time, means
educating the messes and learning from
experience together with the masses how fo
build up Socialism.”

So also the Bolsheviks believed that the
suppression of democratic. rights not only
of the reformists, but within the party itself,
wasg a temporary vetreat forced upon them
by the civil war and the war of intervention
which was being waged by the imperialist
nations. .

Today in Russia, specialists are paid, not
5, but 20 and 50 times more than the wages
of the ordinary working man. All opposition
to the regime, from whatever angle, is ruth-
The Soviets have been
destroyed.  There is not a vestige of control
by the workers wver the bwreauerats, who
bk The Stalinists try to im-
press the woekers -of the world that this
system is Socielism as it was understood by
the Marxists, that Stalin is the continuator
of Lenin’s policies. The Stalinist dictator-
ghip has nothing in common with the demo-
cratic rule of the working class in the Paris
Jommune : the dictatorship of the proletaria.t

The experience of the Russian Revolution
proves  that nationalised property is not
enough, © Communism is not possible without
the fullest and freest democracy; and with

.complete control in the hands of the pro-

ducers. In contrast to the private property
of the capitalist class, the State property
egtablished by the Trevolution contains the
basis for a great advance in human culture.
In . defending that State property from
attempts at vrestoration by the capitalist
class the Trotskyists at the same time fight
for the overthrow of the Stalinist dictatorshin
and for the introduction of real democracy
and equality based upon soviets. The Trot-
skyists .continue in the traditions of Marx
and Engels apd with the, prineciples and the
ideas of the Communist Manifesto.

|}

that not only is legal action takén.

Industrial

(Continued from Page 1.)
The “ Dally Herald.” writes : -

“Up to .now, ‘Industrial
Democracy ’ points out, effective
consultation is still wnknown in
the great majority of  firms.
“Where an employer is antagon-
istic to consuliation, should he be
compelled by law to accept it,
or should persuasion be reélied
upon? ”

In thig, is exposed  the bank-
ruptey of the Labour leaders and
the other advocates of “ joint com-
mittees.” Clearly -a policy. which
Jeaves the capitalist-employers and
managements free to ~determine
whether, they will carry out any
measures in industry and produc-
tion in the interests of the workers
is a capitulation to the interests
of the capitalist-sxploiters,

The “ Communist” Party, like
the others who now rush to ad-
voeate this, digtort the essence of
real workers’ contrel, which Lenin
pointed out could only be realised
when that control is ecifectively in
the hands of the workers and their
organigations, through
accounting of all the processes of
production and industry.

The policy of *joint consult-
ation” between workers and em-
ployers is a cavicature of this
Leninist position, because it rele-
gates the role of the workers to
“ advising ¥ the capitalists, who
are left free to ignore, at their
pleasure, the advice of the workers
in industry, Experience of the
war-time Joint Production Com-
mittees ‘demonstrated this. The
workers who participated in them
found that their role was to deal
with how to increage production
by disciplining the workers for
absenteeism.  Questions affecting

conditions . and wages were

the fullest

Democracy

ruled -“ont of the scope® of the
J.P.Cs ! E :

As againgt the fraudulent policy
of workers’ “ participation® and
¢ eongultation 7, the organised
woiking , clags must demand the
abolition of ‘all business secrets and

‘that.all:company books be open o

the free’ and unfeitered inspection

of Trade Union and workers' com-

mittees, This is the first essential
step if real workers' control is to
replace employers’ and capitalist
mangagements’ econtrol of produc-
tion. .

Only when the workers have such
goenuine control in their hands
through  democratically  clected
committees of workers and tech-
ncians will it Dbe possible to go
forward and plan production in
their interests and as part of a
Socialist overall plan in Britain,

Bosses Doing Well

{Continued from Page 1.)

leading
present
Britain
of the
much ”

the capitalist press and
industrial magnates, the
inflationary tendencies in
are largely the result
workers  having “ too

money and nething to buy with it |

The “cure” advocated  is, of
course, ‘that the spending power
of the workers must be  *re-
stricted.” To this end, they are
conduecting a campaign of pressure
on the Labour Government to im-
plement a poliey of restricting the
wage-demands of the working class,
to end the food and other subsidies,

and thus inerease the cost-of-
living of the workers. This is the
capitalist solution to inflationary

tendencies.

No Mention, Of Profits

Naturally they make no mention
of any restrictions on their cver-
increasing profits, they take it for
granted that they will he free to
accumulate more and more at the
expense of the working class.

Workers Demand

Increased Wages

At the present time, scctions of
the workers are pressing for wage-

increases. The London busiuen are
pressing for increases ranging from
s, to £1  a - week. The
“Economist” (17.1.48), comment-
ing on this states:

“If the claim 'is conceded, it
will add enormously to the wages
hill and will be followed by
similar demands from other-
sections of transport workers . . .
to grant the claim would lead to
further pressure from other in-
dustrial workers. . . .” .
The . Labour leaders would be

taking a step in the interests of the
workers in industry if they con-
fiscated ‘the profits of the capital-
ists, ploughed them back into the
industries concerned- and ensured
better conditions and wages for the
workers, Buat only the organised
pressure - of the working class can
enforce any steps to this end, for
the Labour leaders are toe -timid
to take aection against the “ sacred ”
profits of the capitalist-class.
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