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MINERS MUST
CONTROL

Out with the Capitalist
Coal Board!

Dl;l_l"il‘lg the past few weeks the eapitalist press has
carried paljic articles on the “coal erisis”., Factories
in Lanecashire and in many other areas have threatened
to elose down because of the lack of fuel. The higgest
of these organised panic eampaigns was the threatened
closure of the Austin motor factory. Subsequent facts
showed that the factory had actually reecived its
allocation of coal and had no need to close down !

1t isf not at all accidental that this eapitalist seare
- eampaign coincides with the taking over of the mines under
-the Labour Government’s nationalisation scheme, It is
clear to all that these emmpaigns have as their objeet to
slander the miners and to diseredit nationalisation.

: Aﬁ; in the past, the capitalists try to place the respon-
snl'nht-y for the present crisis onto the shoulders of the
miners. Shinwell and Morrison have directly participated
in this eampaign by helding that * absenteeism” amni
“- unofficial strilies ” are responsible for the present situa-
ti?!‘l. Horrzer and Lawther, who now “ defend” the
miners, also participated in this reactionary campaign.
These same gentlemen, ons of them a * National Production
Officer,” devoted their whole energies to campaigns for

| in this conntry.
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SPELTHORNE LETTER

This Spelthorne letter was made
public by the * Daily Herald”, of
Dee 17th, when Morgan Phillips,
secretary of the Labour Party, de-
voted eolnmns of space in reply t0 wars. Neverthele:
it. Phillips’ veply is being ecir-!ghift the respons
culated to all branches and organ- | world wars onto
isations of the Labonr Party as a|Germany by em ising “ the
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situation has steadily deteriorated
for the workers,

GREEK WOMEN
APPEAL FOR AID

STOP DESPATCH OF ARMS
TO GREECE

THE UN.0. SECURITY COUNCIL HAS DECIDED
TO SEND AN INVESTIGATING COMMISSION TO.
GREECE, THE FUNCTION OF THIS COMMISSION
IS MOST LIKELY TO BE THE WHITE - WASHING
OF THE BLOODY TSALDARIS ROYALIST REGIME
AND TO JUSTIFY THE OCCUPATION OF. GREECE

BY 50,000 BRITISH TROOPS.
14,000 Politicals I]eporte{] Court martials are functioning
uninterruptedly, condemuing  to

To Islands death civilians as well as troops.

-3 ey : Many of the latter having been
.‘_:nn(t.. the b!:tlml?«'t dominated | gocused of fraternisation: with the
{ Left laid down their arms, the | * pebels ™, In the first week of

December, 25 death sentences were
pronounced and more than 100

1t condemnations to life imprison-

is

confnsion heing eoncentrated into

reported  that™ 14,000 |

ment. 88 well as other heavy penal

a few paragraphs. Yet se degen. politicals have now been sent to | sentences.
erate _have the theoreticians of concentration camps on the ii- 12 Republican soldiers, inclnding
Stalinism  beeome, so often have famous penal islands. 400 ape | One officer and two civilians, wers

!hl!_‘-' spread a number of the false
ideas now put forward by Phillips
and so false is their alternative
line that they have not found the
possihility of answering him two

reported to be on the small island
of Anathi.
sufficient

without fuel and short of water.

sentenced to death by conrt martial

Half starved, with iu-| o0 fhe 5th December aloue.

clothes and = heldicg, | British Chiefs Summoned

These arve the islands to which Meanwhile, ~ British  military

LA on vegetion aud oppo the progres-  weeks later. A hiefs “were s ;
2 . ; 2 Stalinist inspiration of the docu- | give e & the bloody Dictator, Metaxas, | MOS8 vere among those sutmmoned
speedmg up [Z!l‘()dllct!{)ll, sabotage of strikes, and ways |ment, said that: “It bears -0 :glf}n::!so‘]:ljf?:':;lt:»?fﬁ ew:fﬁ?m‘ﬁ‘? Dietatorship And exiled worker-militants during - his to a National Defenee Council on
and means of increasing the sweat of the miners. resemblance, either in coutent or | posing the tendena of the Iritish D B i s e o s, Ch b .Ilki:'f;mh:;-r'nl,'"]'l[:"'"lf"
{ purpose,  to  the Parliamentary | Gove i emocrac inues to strengthen its control of | ¢ -4 AETRSAD 8 AR
The facts, repeated in almost every paper, leave no COvER ﬂ:PevAi‘;zﬁ. e . ¥ all the commanding positions, | Premier, General Gomatas, which
doubt that absenteeism and unofficial strikes have nothing that: *The Angld&merican line- ' g, 1li1|.]{|:|1{mlv i 'ffulsr'.’?' s g My ety t 0 ol Chlehiy :E:.‘:{l"’L"‘.'"jl’gv"“']‘11‘“';*:-;‘-“!-'1 the Royalist
. e et 3 ' : med . RENLC leliberately’  so, identifies  the |9 personal  invitations,  and | SLPALCEY agamst the militants who
to do with the eoal erisis, The coal erisis is a pr up has  turned $N.O, into 8 Stalinist dictatorship - against the | enemies of the nation” are to¢ | had gaken np srms and goue to the

I uet o political weapon aglinst the posi- ! L AL, 0k

a’ centur_-y of plunder by the capitalists, whose only
coneern is profit. Absentecisin and strikes are themselves
products of eapitalism.

The nationalisation scheme of the Labour Government
places the whole mining industry in the hands of the State,
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a capitalist State. No less than six members of the Coal |  The recent attempt of fascist b o051 . ;
Board, which is to nianage the industry, are drawn from | jos 10 S fre lo synagogues in oor Diion aenigte n:,-‘:fl‘mﬂ:f
the top layers of the eapitalist class. Natienally and in the | similar action elsewh'urethfﬁﬂsm'r:f. crutic states i3 i 4 B
~ pits themselves the same managers and directors will |\Ccative speethes against = the |2 SEVGTU 2 e
- < .-_ : e + _,M& == :. i "#_ :?nﬁé'.l'-ﬁ' --_hmc ;‘”‘:tﬁ’"ﬁhfj‘ ‘fﬁhiﬁl' 'a Fe "‘ o uﬁ
T Alcendy the miners of Whithurn colliory. Soulh Shicldh, | ™ jmedy mt ooty = e | Complete Sty i
have expressed opposition to the maintenance of the  hatreds and prejudices, flourishes "“ﬁ:‘:ﬂ!ﬁegtfif kerihl ‘of truth mu-l
wherever anti-working class  re-| i ineq in it, whicl] is offen to be

capitafisis in power. ‘The *“News Chronicle ” (30/12/46)
reports the Lodge Sécretary as follows : “ They are dis-
appointed with the Coal Board personnel, and eontend
that in the main they are the men responsible for the
chaotie coenditions before nationalisation.”

This is the essence of the problem. 'There can be no
solution to the coal erisis and a betterment of the miners
conditions so long as the capitalists remain in control.
The present nationalisation, that is state-capitalism, can
enly inerease output, pay dividends on state bonds and the
Iage sums of compensation, at the expense of the miners
conditions, wages and safety.

Because they say that the members of the National Coal
Board and the Northern Region Board are mainly repre-
sentative of the owners, the miners at Whitburn Colliery
have refused to take part in eelebrating on New Year’s
Day the transfer of the pits to public ownership.

The miners of Whithurn have understood that the same
managers under a different name will not solve the
problem. If the pits are to be run in the interests of the
miners and the working class then firm econtrol must be
in the hands of pit cammittess eleeted by the miners,
That would bd a real step in the direetion of workers
democracy, of socialism.

The miners have generally welcomed the taking over of
the pits from the hands of the grasping coal-owners. It
is indeed a step forward, but only in the sense of economic
centralisation.

The miners and the working-elass as a whole must con-
duet a struggle for workers’ control of the mines, for the
removal of the capitalist managers and directors, wno
for years have carried out the orders of the coal barons,
for an end to the payment of eompensation which places
colossal burdens upon the miners, and for the immediate
application of the miners’ Charter.

CHARLIE DUKES

BRINGS ‘PRESTIGE
TO THE HOUSE OF LORDS

In the new honours list are several misleaders of the
working class, titled for services rendered to . . . the
ruling elass. Among these is Lord * Charlie ? Dukes,
leader of the General and Municipal Workers’ Union.

Lords has restored its prestige.”

* vening Standard ", Jan. 1st.

It may be true that one never
heard a eriticism of the “House of
Lovds in the eireles of Charles
Twukes. This only goes to show
Low long it is sinee these leaders
have mixed with the members of
the working class, When the
members of his union read abont

* There doesn’t seem much scnse
in covering up your name when it |
is fairly well known,” said Dukes.
71 think I shall just ecall myself
Lord Dukes.”

“Mhare used to be a great deal
of criticism of the Touse of Lords
among Socialists. You never hear

! action is to be found. -

1in

| their foul racial hatred.

found in Stalinist ldocuments ,this
is a dangerous and indeed poison-
ous doenment, which. if it gains
support, ean divert the attention of
those workers who are genuinely
pritical of the foreign policy of the
Tahour leaders and who seek o
eshange that poliew

Tt is mueh more likely to heln
the Tabour leaders than to assist

The British workers munst under-
stand eclearly that anti-semitism is
a threat 'to their own. interests.

The latest manifestations of this
race hatved followed swiftly on the
flogging of some Dritish officers and
soldiers by the Jewish terrorists
Palestine. The anti-semitic
fusecist groupings here have seized

"%"'TI' 1?]‘“1']'"“_"“;”“ h}"_t f'-"_l”d‘mlt in erystallising i Left wing of
Ot Tenb O Ry 20 "‘:”?”f‘t}" 21 :_‘“. opposition.  Its false orientation
opportunity to spew forth anew | .ic.o apmunition | to the Labour

leaders and hus béen taken up by

Such acts ns the 1t-t-;v‘,;-|‘glx 11;1\.-|- them as & welcome pretext and
tl'llg:lg'a‘-:‘] in ean only snceepd  in opportnnity . to wage a campaign
| inflaming and h:u-nlm_nng thq anti- against all dissidénts on foreign
ﬁ:{;“,“m' _\.f-'i_l;lm]g:‘ w}'l:l:m "":';w‘tl]“_. policy within the '!'.-l!uf:mv Party.
abel? CXI1s among & 8 0O 1€ The weakest point in the Snpel-

troops stationed in Palestine. Anfi-

. y . ; thorne crment, ens that
somitic officers in command of the horne document.g, @t least th

most casily subierfdn attack, is its

troops in Palestine will not fail to | pocint whitewash and support of
make full nse of the situation to Russia's foroign ppliey. Tt is pre-
fnrther inflame such anti-semitic | ey this weak Klil-r 'Tf"” g heen
feelings. o he fassists have |Sti7ed upon by Margan Philline to

n vitain the faseists have ) gooar the  disendsion from  the
been eéncouraged to erawl out of | \yannas of sacialist “criticism fo
the sewers. You Whip — We |y ¢ & cominrison  hetwesn

Burn ” was the slogan chaiked on

- Rnesin's foreign iey and [
the partly-burned Syunagogne, i CigIip@icy-snd thitige

Britpin.

~the rule of the working class,

rwidespread democratie regime thay |
exists in any eapitalist

/not Lealy . industry,  the
Fevenmant i the seote {.‘n- GOl |
RS d&n

1t
means that the democracy of the
conntry is a workers' democracy;
ment; the state, industry and the
that . the workers’

press.. This  presupposes

country,

wheve - /not

“Emt I en” Yy,
(Uontinued on Page 4.)
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The organised working class |
must not allow the stupidity of PHILLIPST REPLY
the Zionist terrorists to  weaken
their determination to keep the Replying in the ¥ Daily Herald”,
faseists in their place. ‘Protests, | Morgan Phillips salys: * While it is
uniless  accompanied by  direet, | true  that socialists believe that
orzanised action by the trade | eapitalist society | contains rtend-
unions and  Labour organisa- = encies which may fead to war they | 4
ations to ~prevent the fasecists | do not believe thaf only eapitalizm
coming omt, will enconrage the [ produces  war” He proceeds to
fascists tn come out of the sewers. | argne that capitalism is a fnil-l_"l

THE ANGLO-TRANIAN OIL CO. HAS

20 YEARS._
Vast Resources in
Middle East

1.8.8.R. 11.3, Venezueln 11, Nether-
lands East Indies 18, Mexico 1.2,
Columbia 1, and Roumania 0.8,

The oil reserves of the Middle fm“'- great  resources oi  the
Fast are tremendous, Although un- | Middle East have hardly been
il now less than 150 * wildeat ™ | touched, This 1egion, so rich _in
wells have been drilled " in the | reserves of oil, prodnees only 5.9%

of world output | (1943), while
[1.8.A. produces (i6.1 per cent. The
output~ of Middle East oil wells
is thus only 0.7 per cent. of the
| proven oil resources in the regiom,
while T.S.A. output is 6.3 per cent.
of its proven oil resources. Other
estimates rate the richness of the

whole Middle East in ovder to tap
its reserves, in. the U.S.A. more
than twenty times this number
are drilled every year. Bot it is
already clear that the Middle East
reserves are at least cbmparable
with those of the TLS.A.

_ Aeeording to the reports pre-
pared by experts of the United
States Government Petrolenm | higher.
Administration for War (PL.A.W.), | resources

According to one, the oil
in Saudi Arabia alone

it nowadays. We have moved his promotion to the illustrions
from the idea of abolishing the Upper House, Charlie should haye
House of Louvds. In the last heard the rude, but good old

quarter of a century the House of socialist remarks !

the Middle East has 30.7 per cent. | could satisfy the total world de-
of the total proven oil resources of | mand for 15 years. '_l'_llr. quantify
the world, while TU.S.A. has 39.6, ! of oil in Iraq or Iran is estimated

Worlid Stru
US. to Extend Influence

ANNOUNCED
AGREEMENT FOR THE SALE OF LARGE QUANTITIES OF
CRUDE OIL TO THE STANDARD OIL CO. OF NEW JERSEY
AND THE SOCONY VACUUM OIL €O. FOR A PERIOD OF

Middle Bast countries in oil even |

BY T. CLIFF
AN

“PRIOR

PERSIAN G

| to be no less than that in Suaudia
Arabia. E. de Golyer, the noted |
oil expert, in a report prepared for |
the United States Petrolenm  Re- |
sonrees Corporation stated: ™ The
]uuutm of gravity of world oil is!
shifting from the Mexican Galf |

and Carribean area to the Middle |

Tast-Persian  Gulf area :'mfl. is
likely to continue to shift until it

is firmly established in that area.”
Tmperialist Interests

The position of the various im- |

perialist Powers differs as regards
control of oil in the Middle East.
The Oilfields of Tran arve in the
hands of the Dritish alone. The
attempts of the U.S.A, to acquire
a concession over oil in Northern
[ran have failed, owing to Russian

ONE OF THE

POSSIBILITY OF

gle for Oil

i

n - Middle  East

TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT IS THE
INVESTIGATION BY THE PARTIES OF THE
CONSTRUCTING A PIPELINE FROM THE

ULF TO THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN.”

opposition. The fields of
Arabia on the Persian Gulf, and
Bahrein, are in American hands,

Saudi concessions it parts of the Arabian
Peninsula, including the whole
length of the Red Sea coast; and
The T7.8.A. has also got exploratory also in Syria, Lebanon and 'l’tll!.'f_i-
leases for areas in Bgypt. I'tanee tine. The coleession over l\nw_alt
has no company of lLer own, in- belongs half to the :}Hg]li-}l'illll!lll
dependently uctive in the field of | Co. and Kalf to the Gulf leL'llfl"l-
oil ontput in the Middle East, but tion Co., -subsidiary to the Gulf
(il Corporation of the TLS.A,

a4 French Company is a partner of

the Traq Petroleum Co. In 11:--\ Britain Held

Irag Petrolenm Co., two British i e

gronps — Anglo-Saxon  Petrolenm Decisive Position

Clo. and D'Arey Exploration Co.— Until now, with the oil vf-.-ll.-‘ of
own 474 per cent. of the shares, | Saudi Arabia and Bahrein net

1 | developed, England has had a de-

an American Company—=Standard ;

[0l Co. 231 per cent., end = ' ecisive position in the produetion o
| French  Company Compagnic | oil in the Middle East, as may b
Prancaise de Petroles — 233 per i seen from the following figures of

"the distribution of oil produetion in
Middle East among the
{UContinued on Page 4.)

g

cont. ; the other 5 per eent. 'le-'m-.:;\-I
to u rich Armenian who owns the | the
ficlds., The Irag Petroleum Co. has |



2

SOCIALIST APPEAL, January, 1947,

Help The Fund !

FIGHTING FUND

The donations to the Fighting
Fund for December (up to 28th)
show a wvery small improvement
over November. We still fall short
of our target—and that means that
our financial difficulties increase.
Each month we have to meet our
bills for the Paper and we ean only
do so il our readers “amd sympa-
thisers come fo our assistance by
swelling the Fighting Fund. There
is a gap between our income from
selling the paper at 2d. and the
cost of production and distribu-
tion. Comrades—help us fo close
that gap !

Our Paper is the only journal in
Britain devofed to the struggle of
the Working Class for emancipa-
tion and for the winning of the

Socialist Republic. Our line is
consistently that of the class
struggle against the bosses, Ours

is the only Party and the only
paper which bases itself on the
Internationalism of Marxism.

We have no hesitation in asking

for your financial support—all
advaneced workers must be
conscious of the role that our

Party and our paper is playing in
the strugele for Socialism and we
feel confident that our readers will
help us to- maintain our press,

€omrades—our Paper does its

duty to our class—please send us

your donations and do your parl
in helping the work along.
Send your donations to:
ARTHUR ROSS,

National Treasurer,
256, Harrow Road,
London, W.2.

December, 1946,

A S T
Already acknowledged 44 14 3
Covenlry = ifiviis 2 0
Thames Valley ...... 2 0 0
G.C, (S.EAC) 2200
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P.I., Sheffield 20 0 0
.W.H., Birmingham .. 14 8 3
Charlie White ...... 1 0 0
Anon. 1 0 0
Edinburgh 3 0 0
RASC, MELF. . 1 0 0
B.Z., Croydon ......... 10 4
Nottingham ............ L1 n

£92 2 10

C onditional Decasualisation
for the Dock Workers

BY N.

For many years dock and
port workers have been con-
stantly pressing their union
officials to secure a scheme of
work that would abolish
casual labour and ensure
regular employment.

In the years of slomp and un-
employment between the two wars,
dockers’ were a section of the work-
ing class who suffered most at the

hands of the eyelical depressions
engendered by the chaos of
capitalism.

Never sure of a job from one day
to another, completely at the méfey
of the *“hire and fire” agents of
the Port Authorities and shipping
owners, dockers are determined not
to go back to such conditions.

Regular employment after the
war was a reform promised to the
dm'ken: in mgmg them to “go to

f, & promise made by Churehill’s

ey f Lﬂhmn‘. P:lm-hl Bevin,

:’Ti"'l‘ oummg to power of the
Lahour Government some  sem-
blance of this promise had to be
1mplmnonter] the outcome of which
as_ the recent recommendations of
Sir J. Forster, K.C., as provided
for in the Oectober 1945 Dock
Workers” Bill,

This Bill, when enacted, replaces
the existing National Dock Labour
Jorporation,

The recommendations of this
capitalist K.C'. brings very little
consolation to dock  workers.

hese recommendations fail to

strike at the roots of the problem
of unemployment and only mean
a reshuffle of employment for a
comparatively few registered
workers.

Fewer Dockers
Recommended

. One of the main recommenda-
tions suggest that ports should
only register just sufficient men to
efficiently handle the volume of
work which is locally handled.
This, in essence, borders on the old
method = of diserimination  and
vietimisation, and work for only a
few, and is far from the dockers
ideas of full employment,

Against this proposal must be
the demand for a shorter working
day withont loss of earnings which
will allow for every dock worker
to be employed.

Forster further

recommends in
return for a comparatively privil-
eged few heing employed, the

docker must hold himself in readi-
ness to be transferred and directed

PENTLAND

| to other ports should there he a
slack period in  his home port.
While the docker was passively
prepared to undergo  direction
during the war with all the in-
conveniences it entails; dirvection in
* peace time " will not be tolerated
for the privilege of being a regis-
tered worker,

Sir John recommends also that
only ports with a high volume of

trade would come under this
scheme,  This undermines the
whole idea of ~ deecasualisatio.

While the busy ports of Liverpool,

London, Bristol and Glasgow will
be “covered”, the many other
ports like Grimsby, Hull and
Middlesbrough will be left out.
Such ports all round the coast
employ many workers.

Havillg recommended * full ” em-

ployment, Forster suggests that the
local manager of port registration
should have the power of suspén-
sion or removal from the register
of any worker who has “ miscon-
dneted " himself !

Dock workers having experienced
this wartime measnre of suspen-
rirer “ulie S ohed “hay aﬁpnﬁl'
against such mlnlmn decisions.,
'l‘hn know un]\ too well just _how

impaltml the appeal  court
really is, and how these measures
were nsed against militants.

From all this, which is supposed
to make the dockers’ job secure,
the worker is to reccive a wage
whiecli is half-way between national
unemployment  henefit and an
average the dockers can earn when
employed. The exact amount has
not yet been recommended !

No Real Report

The recommendations made con-
tain no real solution to the problem
of unemployment and  easual
lnbour. While trade and shipping
remain in the hands of the eapital-
ist class there will always be
unemployment and casual labour,
While the ports and shipping lines
are still left to the mercies of the
ups and downs of capitalist booms
and slumps, no real seeurity for
the dock workers ean he assared,

All the pious recommendations in
the world will mnet alter the
workers' eonditions..

The first steps the dockers lml%t
take is the struggle for
minimum wage, a Sliding Seale
of hours to absorb easual and un-

employed labour, the abolition of
all diseiplinary organs, used so
effectively by the capitalist to

victimise trade umionists.

The demand must be made to the
Labonr Government to nationalise
without compensation wunder the
dock workers” control, all manage-
ment of port and shipping trans-
port. 2

News in Brief . . .

Maurin, General Seecretary of
the P.O.U.M., Spain, jailed for 10
years, was released together with
other workers' leaders, S h
rumoired that he has again heen

arrested. The French Stalinist
“PHumanite ¥, commenting upon
his release, repeated (he usual

slander that he was a ** Trotskyist
agent of Franco.” Maurin never
belonged to the Fourth Inter-
national, but belonged to the
P.O.UM,, affiliated to the centrist
“ London Bureau.”

- L -
Soldiers of the ist Battalion
Royal Berkshire . Regiment,

stationed near Hanover, Germany,
gave up their chance of Christmas
at home so that they could give a
party to German children. They
had saved their rations for weeks
in preparation for the party.

A new fascist organisation has
been uncovered in Atlanta, Ga.,
TLS.AL) named Columbians, Ine,
who boast they are “ 40 times as
bad as the Klu Klux Klan.”
Openly lavnching a pogrom against
Negroes who are moving into
white restricted areas, they also
hurled threats of violence against

Jews. They claim branches in
other cities, including New York.
- — - -

Three members of the Lanka-
Samasamajist Party (Ceylon Unit
of the Bolshevik Leninist Party of
India) have been elected by large
majorities to the Colombo Muni-
cipal Council, The names of the
comrades are Comrade Doric de
Souza, Comrade Indrapala, and

Comrade Aboubacker,

a living |

Volunteer

UILD

PAYMENT OF WAGES

HUTMENTS,
A

Some time ago Building Trade
operatives had to be stopped from
working an extra hour a day with-
out wages on a housing site at
Bexley, Kent, because of a breach
of the Working Rule Agreement.

Stalinist Line

More
neighbour ”
sorted to by
the Hendon-Edgware district,
have been making an u]l]nenl o
Building Trade workers in the
Trade Union branches, and in the
Hendon Trades Council to give a

recently a  * help-my-
campaign has been ve-
the local Stalinists in
who

Arrandene camp site, Wise Lane,

Mill Hill
State Of Hutments

Lt is some weeks ago since these
hutments were taken possession of
by a number of squatters, who
were in desperate need of a home.

ERS PRC

BUILDING WORKER GIVES

| Mayor ecould pot guarantee

few hours of their spare time at
week-ends to the repair of some |
disused” Nissen huts on the

Labour
DURING '!'HE]R WEEK

THE

to have the esdetion notices with-
drawn, and to have materials sup-
plied to make the necessary repairs
A8 BOON A8 pnamhlu
As to the négessary the
the
possibility of putting members of
the Council's maintenances staff to
work on the huts, and suggested
that the squatters should cope with
that aspect of wlie problem as best
is the

labour,

they could. = Tlhis point
where the line is taken by the
Stalinists of ealling on  building

workers to give some of their spare
time to doing o service to their
fellow-workers, +

Switech Labour Foree

They :mmceﬂ?] in having a reso-
lution sent rom the Trades
Couneil to the Town Clerk demand-
ing that he make application for
a permit to e ¢ workers on the
maintenance staff to work week-
end overtime on the site also de-
manding that veluntary labour be
paid. Representations were made

An idea of just how desperate waus |
the need of these people ¢an Iw
zained by the fact that the state
of the huts was considered by the

in dilapidation as to render them
absolufely unfit for human habita-
tion.

Notice of eviction soon followed,
and it was then that the squattets
decided te stay put, and to inform
the Couneil of this intention, bhe-
sides demanding the right to dis-
cuss the position with members of
that body. As a result of this, the
Mayor of Hendon visited the site,
and after a parley with the
squatters’ Committee who claimed
that the hutments could be made
fit to I1w m, his worship agreed

| decided
Borough Couneil to be so advanced |

SR

to the Hendon-FEidgware Branch of
| the N.F.R.T.O. afking them to sup-
| port this line. But that body
to  follow  somewhat
different procedure, by deciding to
urge the Borough Council to have

repair work on the huts made
Priority No. 1, s0 as to make it
possible to switch the necessary

labour foree awdy from work of
lesser imporfanee,

In answer to 'this request, the
Couneil will only  commit  them-

selves to saying that they are not
preparved to take pver the huts but
are prepared to manage them on
hehalf of the .\Il:iistr,\‘. and they
are awaiting f.nhln-r mstructions
from - the Mini: Meanwhile
members nf 1hl are going

‘tll

For a Sliding Scal

meg

(‘OLLABOR ATORS
GO FREE

When Ribbentrop and his fellow
Nazis swung from the gallows at
Nuremberg, many a big business
man and financier in this country
and in America must have said to
himself “ 'There but for the grace
of God "  During the whole
drawn-out process at Nuremberg
they must have experienced many
anxious moments lest one of the
defendants should expose to the
world the close tiec-up between
British and Ameriean capitalists

Confirmation of this close link
comes with the news from Wash-
ington that Assistant Attorney
Gcm-l‘all 0. J. Rogge has been
summarily sacked under orders
from President Truman himself,
Rogge was responsible for drawing
up a report on Fascist activities
in the United States, and his dis-
missal follows his public revelation
of some of the contents of the
report after it had been suppressed
by the Department of Justice. An
mmportant section of the 1't‘|.\l)lt|
confirms from Nazi sources, the |
dealings of Ameriea’s leading cor-
porations with the Nazis.

After his dismissal, Rogge told a
meeting in New York that he had
questioned a Berlin attorney, form-
erly in the service of Hitler's
Foreign Minister, Joachim von
Ribbentrop, who said that he had
come to the United States in 1940
in ovder to strengthen connections
between American and German

I £
| N1

of Wages to Meet
Increased Cost of

e

lﬁmmu.llﬂﬂﬂnmdlllﬁﬂlf

BY iG ATOR

the International Telephone und
Telegraph Co.,, whose President
Sosthenes Behn, was also a director
of the German Standard Elek-
trizitats Gesel]schﬂ:t."

He also referred to the German
connections  of the Underwood-
Elliott-Fisher Co., Eastman Kodak,
General Motors land tlie Ford
Motor Company.

It should now Be guite clear to
every worker why the American
(Government, repfesenting the
American c.llntnlwt class  wanted
this report suppredsed and why the
Department of Justice dropped the
prosecutions of [ Standard 0il,
General Electric and many other
big American concérns for business
dealings witih Nuzi cartels, 1t
should also be clesr why there has
been mno  investifgition in  this
conntry about similar activities on
the part of Imperial Chemicals and
other British eapitalist concerns.

HOW “THE WORKERS"”
LIVE
Drespite Molotov's negative atti-

tnde at most sessions of TLN.O.,
signs are not wanting that the

Stalinists have the highest confid- |

ence in the futuré of the organ-
isation—or at ledst in the future
of New York real pstate.
According to the * Evening
Standard ™ of October 24th, of all

ecapitalist interests.

|« My
, with

The German envoy told Rogge:
most important connection

American business was with

the 51 nations wile are members
of [I.N.O., Russia is the higgest
buyer of property in New York.

* Latest ]llll't']l:l!!ll.‘ iz three five-
storey  houses ngar fashionable

on

SHOULD BUILDING TRADE WORKERS OFFER THEIR SERVICES WITHOUT
-ENDS ON

ANSWER.

Housing

REPAIR OF

around endeavouring to get recruits
to go to work at week-ends, seem-
ingly oblivions to the fact that by
doing so they ave only toying with
the fringe of the problem. Such a
policy is only practicable in a
workers' state where the owner-
ship and control of the means of
production is in the hands of the
workers.

to
the
dn-
e

As it is, the correct line is
have resolutions flowing into
Couneil and the Government
partments concerned from
Trades Councils, Trade TUnion
branches ,ete., demanding imme-
diate action in switching labour
away from some of the luxury jobs
not only in the distriet referred io

here, but in other parts of the
country where similar conditions
are  being experienced by " other
squatters.

By accepting the line of the
Stalinists the workers in  the

building trade are finding an casy
wiy out for landlords and Borough
Councils who are reluetant to face
their responsibilities and in this
| particular case, a Tory Borough
Couneil into the bargain !

From a
Sympathiser

Dear Editor,

Could it be possible for you to
insert in one of your publications
an article on inflation and de-
flation, there is so much
reactionary trash being let loose
in the place where T work, that it
makes me feel sick every time I
hear it, and especially when [ hear
from those very same mouths talk
such  as: “ Sweated Labour”,
“ Pree the colonies”, * Down with
capitalism ” and such like, that
somehow it seems impossible.

ius

1 was so overwhelmed on read-
ing your Mid-November editorial
on Ttalian Labour that I ean still
feel that trune spirit of inter-
nationalism ecrying out again and
again wanting to be heard. I
showed -it to one of my workmates
{as I normally do with all our

litersture) ;4 he agreetl in  general
with the policy, but the revolu-
tionary fervour wasn't there,
Still, I suppose one has to bhe con-
tentea with getting a hearing at
the present fiiue, T well remember
one time when you coulds't get a
hearing at all.

Please find enclosed £1. 0. 0. for
your organisation. I wish T could
spare more. Kvery letter of that
editorial deserves a pound.

Comrade Sympathiser

RIGHT

Central Park. They cost £168,750.
Mr. Gromyko, Russia’s permanent
delegate on the Security Conncil
will occupy one.

“The Russians now own four
properties in Manhattan and a
million dollar estate with a 51-room
mansion—apparently one for every
1.N.0O. nation—at Glencove, Long

Island.”
RN, PEERCA RIS TR
In these sumptions premises, the
representatives of the Workers'
Fatherland can be quite sure that
they will not come into contact
with the working class of New
York,
L]

. *

BY J.

Tanner and Hodgson.
History Of The Struggle

The stroggle for the nine-hour
day first began in the North East,
where the militant President of the
Sunderland ASE. led the
engineers out on strike on April 1,
1871. In spite of ‘the hostility dis-
played by the leadership of the
AS.E. to the movement (there
were Seotts and Tanners in. those
days also), the local employers
agreed to introdnce it on June 1st.
This was refused, however, by the
Strike Committee, who insisted
that it should operate from May
2nd, and the threat of continued
strike action eventually ended in
t'(lrllpll'u' \'il_‘llii"\' for the men.

The movement in  Sunderland
quickly spread to Neweastle, where
the *“Nine Hour League” was
formed from elected shop repre-
sentatives. The loeal employers,
who had banded themselves into
an association, contemptuously re-
jected the demands of the League,
and in a short while 6,000 to 7,000
men struek work. This strike
covered five months of Dbitter
struggle, with the employers using
every method to foree defeat. They
evenn went to the extreme length
of importing foreign labour Ffrom
Belginm and Germany, whilst the
strikers on the other hand, oper-
ating through the International
Working Men's Association, suc-
ceeded in winning over to their side
this potential seab labour, until
the engineering bosses had to admit
complete defeat, So great was the
solidarity between the engineers
and the foreign workers that the
latter appeared on the strikers'
platform at a great meeting on the
Town Moor, The * Nine Hour
League " assisted many of them ro
go home. This great struggle re-
sulted in a historie victory and by
the Spring of 1872 every important
district had won the 9 hour

day.

The 83 Hour Day

MELt days irter World War 1
came to an end, the Employers
Federation agreed to the 47 hour
week., At that time there was
considerable opposition from the
storm centres where the shop
stewards’ movement had been
strong during the war. This was
Cllisaved in January 1919 by the
strike on ke (Clyde for the 40
hour week._ e jpwoition of the
strikers was expressed a4s rollays:
“Thousands of workers are heing
demaobilised from the Army and
Navy every day. Over 10,000
workers have been dismissed from
civil employment. They are now
looking for johs. There ~are no

40 HOUR WEEK
SELL-OUT

KELLY

The acceptance of the Employers’ offer of a 44 hour
5-day week by the Confederation of Engineering Unions
was a betrayal of the fight for a shorter sworking day.

Ever since the emergence of trade unionism in the
engineering industry this fight has been to the forefront.
If the ghosts of past militant action had been present at
the conference table, they would have roundly condemned
the lengthening of ‘the 8 hour day, regardless of any
excuses peddled by sueh spineless leaders as Scott,

jobs for them. There is only one

remedy. Reduce the number of
hours.”  After two weeks of
"stroggle, during which the Govern-

‘ment drafted troops with machine-

guns into the Clyde, the strike
was - smashed and many shop
stewards were blacklisted from em-
ployment for a considerable period
afterwards.

An article in the A.8.E. Journal
during that period talked about
the * immediate necessity of now
demanding our place in the sun . ..
tomorrow will be too late.” These
words are a warning to the en-
gineering workers today. From all
over the country news is forth-
coming about the * get tough with
the stewards ™ policy which is being
pursued by the Employers’ Feder-
ation. Today the AL.U. and the
Confederation are in the strongest
possible position to drive home the
demand for the forty hour week;
that is why after all the struggle
and propaganda that has been
carried out in its favour, the de-
cision to accept 44 Thours by
inereasing the length of the Si
hour day cannot he classified as
other than a defeat.

The trade union leaders who
have agreed to the sell-out, not
ouly betray the historic struggles
of the past, but contravene the re-
cent decision of the T.U.C. against
the lengthening of the working day.
Is it not despicable when a man
like Sir Mark Hodgson can lay
down the law at the T.U.C. against
the lengthening of the working day,
and then turn around as Chair-
man  of the Confederation and
accept on behalf of the engineers,
just such a proposal? At the
T.1.C. and Trade Union Confer-
ences in general such bureaucrats
talk a lot of hot air, but when
they meet the employers they
guickly don the mask of seryility.
After all, Hodgson did not get his
knighthood for serving the workers.
l: -1hup-: hefore long we may read in
names uf Sir John Tanner or Sir
Joseph Seott, aye, and even Sir
Walter Hannington.

The lesson for the rank and file
is clear: the fight for the 40 hour
week must go on and it must be
linked to an organised struggle
inside the unions to replace the
present  doeile hureaueracy with
trusted militants from the panks.
Only in this way will vietory be
achieved and the militant traditions
Of the past be vindieated.

* Faets in this aciels hased on the
Ium!\ approved by the A R.U.,
‘Story of the Engineers” by

. Jefferies.

e
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ATHENS, Dec.

On Sunday, Nov. 26, in Athens,
the third public discussion between
the Greek Communist Party and
the Internationalist Communist
Party of Greece (Fourth Inter-
national) took place on the sub-
ject: *“The war and the tasks of
the  communists ™ The  first
speaker was a Trotskyist. Te
analysed the attitnde of the com-
munists towards the different wars
since Marx, and insisted partico-
larly on the imperialist character of
the First and Se¢ond World War.

FOR 'WORKERS AROUND
MAYFAIR

Headed * Beauly in Business "
and adorned with a picture of a |
||)LJ‘\\I”E‘{I female, the following |
| advertisers’ announcement appearved
on the 11th December:

“Mrs. JOHN CHURCHILL,
well known in  Mayfair, has
opened an antique shop in
fashionable Sloane Streel,
Against a background of rare
and beautiful things, the dainti-
ness of her fair skin shows to
full advantage, *1 rely on ..
Cold Cream for cleansing and
keeping my skin soft, says
Mrs., Churchill. “And 1 always
use —— Vanishing Cream as a
powder base.”

Where did this appear? You've

guessed . ., in the “Daily Worker.”

| the

He refuted all the arguments of
Stalinists, who presented the
last world war as the war of
*““‘democracy against fascism ”, and
criticised the attitnde of the
Greek Stalinists in  the Ttalo-
Greek war of 1940-41 in  which
they supported Metaxas and the
Greek honrgeoisie in the name of
“the defence of the independence
and integrity of the country.”

In concluding he insisted on the
danger of a Third World War
of “the imperialists against the
Soviet Union if victorious social-
ist revolutions did net intervene,

The Stalinist speaker, justifyving
the * democratie-progressive char-
acter of the last war on the part
of the imperialist * Allies” of the
TL.S.8.R., declared that the last
war was led by faseism in the aim
of oppressing the “ free " countries
of Europe and not for the conguest
of colonies ,and he mentioned the
position of Marx, in the Franco-
Prussian war of 1870-T1 distorted
to suit his case!

Third Greek
C.P. v. Trotskyist Debate

The auditoriom was less numer-
ous than in the two preceding dis-

cussions, the vote inecluded only
641 people. /
The C.P.G. obtained 411 votes,

the P.C.I. (Fourth International)
204 votes and the:u, were 24 white
bulletins and 2 abstentions.

The minutes of ,the three dis-
cussions will be printed in common
pamphlets by the C.P.G. and the

|

GERMAN
YOUTH

It was the custom of the ultra-
pessimists during the war to pour
cold water on any suggestion that
German Youth might not, after all,
have been quite so hopelessly
poisoned by the Nazis. For these
gentlemen, who still voice their
opinions in spite of the ready
response of German P.o.W.s to the
programme of socialism, 1 wish to
record one fact. The Luebeck
Young Socialists organisation has
increased its membership  fivefold
during the last three months.
Scores of the new members are ex-
soldiers, and they have an avid
interest in theoretical questions,
In particular they want to know
what Trotskyism is, and what the

Trotskyists think about the Soviet

Union. There is no need to make
any comment,

Help Our German Comrades

0:-

p SE

ND FOOD

H. CHASE,
256 Harrow Road,
London, W.2.
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Stop the Forces
Victimisations

BY G. NOZEDA
A series of court-martials has commenced at Tel-el-Kebir,
10 soldiers are under arrest charged
in connection with the demonstrations and protest strikes
which teok piace there in November against the decision
of the Labour Government to slow down the demob

|

in the protests and demonstrations | interests
troops. | ance )
| Greece, some 50,000 in Germany,

in the Middle East.

programme.
DEMOB

The arbitrary arrests of a hand-
ful of the militants who took part

has further angered the
The soldiers know full well that this
attempt to frame a few of their
fellows ns the “ ringleaders” is
being made by the officer-caste in
order to stifie the justified discon-
tent iu the armed forces at the
demob slow-down. "Their solidarity
with the arrested militants is ex-
pressed by all the troops overseas
and a Defence Tund in their aid
is being collected. At one R.ALF.
station in India, 400 rupees (£30)
was collected in  half an hour.
“The only ones who didn't con-
tribute . . . said the Sergeant in
charge. of the collection, * were the
lads who were broke.”

Alegations have bheen made, and
not denied, that the 10 victimised
soldiers have been threatened in
the usual gestapo-manner of the
military officers
They were threatened, each one
separately, that * unless they made
a statement on their part in the
demonstrations, they would get 10
years imprisonment.”

Similar protests against the
Labour Government's demob policy
has been made hy B.A.O.R. troops
in Germany.
now awaiting conrt-martial there
on a charge of * fomenting discon-
tent about the slowing down of
demobilisation”. T he
arises out of the eirenlation
among the troops there of a mass
petition protesting against ~ the
demob delay and demanding that
the Labour Government reverses
its policy and speeds up demob,

Appeal To AE.U.

Former members of the A.E.U.
are responsible for the petition,
T wihith - is expected to be signed by
10,000 troops. The = petition
appeals to the AE.U. to take up
these demands of the soldier-con-
scripts and put pressure on  the
Labour Government to speed-up
demob. * Every conscript” states
the petition, ** has one ambition, to
get out—and get home for good.”
These words sum up the feelings of

A PBritish soldier is |

chan rge |

l

~demand for speedier demobilisation

investigating, |

| overseas. The withdrawal of
Biritish troops from the colonies
amd Indix may well precipitate

D. GRAY.

!

*

the conseripted worker in  the
armed forees.

Attlee has said that ** world com-
mittments ” of DBritish imperialist
involves ‘the maintain-

50,000 troops in

of some

45,000 in Italy, 110,000 in Pales-
tine, 100,000 in Egypt, many
thousands in India, Japan and
other countries. In all a total of
over three quarter of a million
conscripted troops are stationed at
British bases and camps overseas,
The interests of British imperialism
imposes upon the troops years of
service in the armed forces away
from their homes and families.
The conscripted worker has no
wish or ambition to continue as
the oppressive tool of British im-
perialism. And the conseripted
workers look to their comrades in
Clivyy Street to aid them in their

and return home, -
The petition of the troops in
Germany addressed to the AE.U.

is a challenge to the class-
consciousness of the whole of the
British organised workers, Let

every trade unionist, every socialist
and worker in the Labour move-
ment demonsgtrate their solidarity
with fellow-workers in uniform and
demand that the Labour Govern-
ment withdraws the troops serving

revolutionary struggles on the part
of the colonial masses against their
native oppressors once the foreign
oppressor has gone, As  revolu-
tionary communists we stand for
the right of the masses in these
countries to determine their own
destinies and support their
struggles for freedom from
Imperialist oppression.

Workers ! Protest in your trade
unions and labour organisations
againat the~ victinisgtion of mdi-
tant conscripts. Demand their
immediare and uneonditional
release !

Demand that the TLabour !
Government  ends its reactionary
policy of upholding British Im-
perialist interests. Demand that
the troops be withdrawn and
brought home !

The Royal Train

On February 1st the King and Queen accompanied by
their two daughters, will be sailing to South Africa in
In the Birmingham works of the
Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage and Wagon Company,
precious labour, steel and timber, which could have been
used to greater advantage in building houses for the
people who need them so desperately, have gone into the
making of eight special railway coaches which have been
deseribed as “ the last word in elegance and luxury.”

H.M.S. * Vanguard ”.

There ave separate coaches for
the King and Queen and the two
Princesses, The material and
furnishings which have gone into
each would provide one or two
working elass families with more
comfort than they have ever dreamt
of. What working class home caun
compare  with the following

. description of the King's suite?

The King's Suite

“ Tt comprises a small suql_v
and a spacions stateroom with
an adjoining bedroom. The
stateroom walls are veneered
with fignred English chestnut,
with skirting and mouldings in
English  walnut. A built-in
wardrobe is finished in the same
manner. The furniture is in
English walnut with handles in
sycamore. There is a tub easy
chair, and a fitment at the bed-
side has a drawer, cupboard and

space for books, and on top
stands a telephone. The floor
is covered with a hand-made

beige carpet and the windows

have art-silk eurtains and pel-
mets, net curtains and silk
spring roller blinds. Near at
hand is a workroom for the
King's valet, hedroom for the
equerry, and another for the

King's physician.”

The rest of the train is furnished
in the same snmptious style. No
expense has heen spared to create
this epitome of elegance.

How The People Live

It is illuminating fo compare
this palace on wheels in which the
royal parasites will travel about
South Africa with the living con-
ditions of the vast majority of the
South African people. In Durban
according to a report made to the
Tnion Housing Board in 1935,
“ 30,000 non-Europeans, nearly
half of whom were Natives, were
livin in primitive, insanitary
shaclfs." In East London, * 20,000
non-Europeans were living in
peculiarly insanitary conditions out

of a total non-European popula-
tion of 25,368, These conditions
were typieal of the housing of
African working class families in
the towns. Since this report was
published, the position has de-
teriorated. To day the Minister
of Native Affairs announces that
at least 300,000 houses for Natives
are desperately required,

So acute is the housing shortage
that the Government has been
compelled to train Africans s
bricklayers, plasterers, carpenters,
and painters in defiance of the
notorious Mines and Works Act,
which prohibits the employment of
coloured lahour in skilled jobs.

In the tribal areas hounsing con-
ditions are, if anything, even more
primitive, a family usually oceupy-
ing a squalid mud hut and a hope-
lessly inadeguate strip of land.

It has heen estimated that the
average income of a Native family
is about £20 per annum, which
works out at about 2id. per day
per head of the population. Out
of this he has to pay his taxes, buy
food and clothes, and meet all the
incidental expenses of daily life,

This They Will Not See

Of all this the royal tonrists
will see very little. They will .be
dined, wined and feted by the big
shots of the white minority and
will only be permitted a glimpse
of the more “ picturesque” aspect
of mnative life. As they turn in
their comfortable beds at night,
they will give not a thought to the
millions of black workers whose
toil and suffering help to make
their parasitic existence possible.

This wanton display of ostent-
atious luxury in the midst of the
direst poverty demands the
strongest protest from the Labour
movement both here and in Sounth
Afriea. Tf the King and his family
want to travel about Sonth Afriea
let them travel as the Afrieans
have to, in third eclass earriages,
with hard seats, and no washing

ONLY A FEW
COLONIES, MARIUS
PRESIDENT HO CHI MI
VIET NAM REPUBLIC,
BLOODY ATTACK ON

The ostensible excuse for the
attack is the refusal of the Viet
Nam Government to allow the

French to control the customs at
Haiphong, This would have been
in sharp contradiction to the terms
of the French-Viet Nam Agreement

and would have been a pistol
pointing straight at the heart of
Viet Nam economy. In actual

fact, French imperialism is fighting
to maintain its strangle-hold on
this, the richest of the French
eolonies. DBehind the demand for
customs control lies the deter-
mination of the Bank of Indo-China
to retain its monopoly control of
the economic and financial life of
the country.

The Bank Of Indo-China

MONTHS AFTER
MOUTET,

By this aet of imperialist brigandage,
demonstrating to the French raling class that jt is as capable of ecarrying out the
traditional policies of colonial conquest and exploitation as any of its predecessors.

FRENCH WAR ON
INDO-CHINA

Role of Socialists and Stalinists

THE FRENCH MINISTER

NH RECOGNISING

THE FRENCH IMPERTALISTS
THE YOUNG STATE.

the Blum

squandered in the cause of French
Finance Capital. In Ilds pamphlet,
“In Defence Of The Colonial
Revolution ”, Ajit Roy gives the
following description of some of the
measures taken to suppress the
mass uprising in Coehin, Anunmn
and Tongking in 19303

“Men and women were
arrested in masses and tortures
were extensively applied . . . the
tortures used inclyded starva-
tion, beating, pins driven under
the nails, half-hauging, pincers
in the temple (to fdree the eyes
out), and a number of others
that are not printable. One of
these was ‘ with a ragor blade, to
cut the skin of the legs in long
furrows, to fill the wound with

The Bank of Indo-China is
closely connected with all the big
finanecial houses of France and has
the most intimate relations with
every reactionary movement in that
country. Before the war it was
one of the principal contributors to
the funds of the Cagoulards
(French hooded fasecists). During
the oceupation its Director-General,
Paul Baudouin, was Minister of
Propaganda in the Vichy Govern-
ment., Since 1945 it has actively
assisted the arming of the Spanish
Royalists and today it gives
financial aid to the D.G.E.R., the
De Gaullist Gestapo. Through
the intermediary of the Bangue de
Paris et des Pays-Bas, with which
it is associated, the Bank of Indo-

port, mines, and the metal indus-
try, rubber, electricity and dis-
tiling i in its hands. Through
its monopoly control, the Bank of
Indo-China has been able to put
an effective brake on the develop-
ment of the productive forces in the
country.

A Record Of
Bloody Repression

_ The record of French imperialism
in Indo-China is one of bloody
repression  and  vieious economic
exploitation. Since the “liberation”
over a year ago, 100,000 Viet
Namese have been massacred and
hundreds of thousands gaoled and

interned. S.500 TFrench soldiers
have lost their lives and over 50
milliard franes have been

cotton and then to burn the

cotton.’

China is connected with the
M.R.P., through Andre Delray.
This explains why, in 1945, the |
M.R.P. vefused to agres to the yrone o . R T
g I With such refined and “civilized
llla(tli()léljsili.lsatlon of the Baunk of ,athods the rulers of France try
B0 B to maintain their $0]«! over the
Economie Monopoly colony; i
It completely dominates llt\'; French * S‘-“»'ia_liSts " and
ceonomice life of Imdo-China. Tt | s . ”»
has the monopoly for issuing! Communists
money and the control of trans-

In France today there is a
“ Socialist " Goverument. Yet
thousands of fresl ¥rench troops
are on' their way & indo-CHima to
drown the struggle of the colonial
people in blood.  They will join
the expeditionary ',:lrm_\' already
there, which contains S09% of
former Waffen 8.8, forces. The
Communist Party (Stalinists) is
the most powerful party in the
conntry wyet all it demands iu:
“ The rapid resumption of negotia-
tions bhetween the Viet Nam
Republic and the French Govern-
ment " (“ Daily Worker”, 26
December, 1946). 1t has not made
a single serious protest or called
one demonstration against this
newest imperialist adventure. The
Socialist Party only issned a half-
hearted condemnation of the poliey
carried out by its own ministers.

By a Brit
THE FOOD QUESTION

One of the consequences of the
lively correspondence that has been
taking place in the British Press
recently about the German food
question has been the publication
of one or two letters enlarging on
the trials and tribulations of the
British housewife.

Most of these, it is obvious, did
not emanate from working-class
hounsewives, who, as far as 1 know,
have very little time for writing
to the Press, but from that
peculiar type of upper middle class
moron who scares herself silly in
print about the awful possibility
of being starved to death by a
vindietive  Labour Government,
The German food shortage is a
myth aceording to these ignorant
people, and the British housewife
is going through almost as much
as the German.

To what depths of stupidity ean
the human mind sink when it is
corroded wiith the national philis-
tinism =0 earefolly inculeated by
that ereation of the Kemsley Press,
the British Housewives' League!

Most people in England see the
German food situation only through
the medium of figures, The ration
calories per day; and euts in the
ration seale publicised in the same
manner, In an effort to show
what the Control Commission is
doing, the British ration is com-
pared with the German, but again
in terms of calorific content—a
comparison  which  demonstrates
precisely  nothing, What is a
calory? Or fifteen  hundred
ealories? The figures register in
the mind: but the imagination is
mntouched. Nobody who has not
tried to live on it can possibly
visnalise what the  present ration
in Germany means, in ferms of

facilities or food service,

HAMBURG
NOTES

ish Soldier
Tea With Frau F.

The other evening T went to tea
with Frau F—, I took my own
rations, of course, which made me
a criminal in the eyes of the Army.
(One ean do anything with army
food, eat it, throw it away, or
feed it to pigs. But yon must
never, under any .circnmstances,
give it to Germans, Even the
giving away of haversack rations at
railway stations is forbidden.)

Frau F— prepaved tea, and told
me what the simple snack we ate
together represented in German
rations. For purpvses of come
parison she ignored the difference
in quality between the roughest
army food and the best foodstuffs
the Germans can buy. But noe
British housewife, ficed with hard
black bread, tasteless ersatz tea
and coffee, and watery milk, would
iguore it.

1 ate two slices of bread, lightly
spread with margarine and cream
cheese. To Frau I'— this repre-
sented a day's ration of bread
(the army loaf is bigger than the
German one, of course), a month's
ration of cheese, and one week’s
total fat ration. We had tea with
sugar and milk, an “almost for-
gotten delicacy in Germany today,
and Fran F— told me she couldn’t
remember when she had tea last,
Nor could she remember the last
time she was able to put sugar in
tea. But she did konow that we
used . the equivalent of a day's
ration of milk in two big cups of
tea, and the milk was milk and not
the watery fluid she'pgets. When 1
opened up a can of corned beef and
start® to lash it out 1 was re-
minded, and T mnst confess it
shook me, that the little ean I
held in my hand was only about

human want and human suffering.

a hundred grammes less than

CONCLUDED THE
THE INDEPENDENCE OF

“all

| and many more” were bruised and

By Charles Van
Gelderen

FOR THE
AGREEMENT WITH
THE
HAVE LAUNCHED A

socialist ” Government is

Ounly the French Trotskyists, the
P.C.1., calls for direct working
class aection in support of the
colonial reveolution and against
TImperialism. Its organ, “La
Verite ”, calls on the dockers of
Marseilles and North Africa to re-
fuse to allow arms and troops to
bhe shipped against the Viet Nawm.
It calls on the soldiers of France
to refuse to kill and be killed for
the profits of the Bankers and hig
business. “NOT A PENNY!
NOT A SOU! for the war in
Indo-China ! ™

As reported in the Mid-December
** Socialist Appeal”, the Parti
Communiste Internationaliste
{Trotskyists) called a meeting on
December 6th to protest snd con-
demn the massacre of the Indo-
Chinese people by French imperial-
ism. The meeting was banned by
the police and at the subsequent
open air meeting called to protest
against the ban, several Colonial
and French comrades were arrested

police, These
acts of police terror have not
stopped the French Trotskyists
from taking the lead in calling on
the French workers to give full
support to the struggles of their
fellow-toilers in Indo-China,

All Aid To The
Colonial Revolution !

The workers in this
must give every support
people of Indo-China in their
struggle for liberation from the
French yoke. All arms shipments
to France must be stopped lest it
be used against the Viet Namese.
BEvery Trade Union, Labour Party
and Co-operative branch must send
resolutions of protest to the French
Embassy against this latest Tm-
perialist ontrage. A demand must
be made that the World Federation
of Trade TTnions organise an inter-
national embargo of all material to
the troops of French imperialism.

The fight of the colomial people
is our fight. All aid to the
Colonial revolutign ! Tlown with

heaten up by the

country
to the

imperialism !
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DEMAND ACTION

Against

Franco

As the result of a resolution passed at the United
Nations Assembly, the British Government has withdrawn

its Ambassador from Spain.
This action follows the demand from the T.U.C.

that

all relations with Franco Spain should be broken off.

This platonie gesture has . been
undertaken because of the discon-

tent of the British and world
working class at the continued
support by Anglo-American lm-

perialism of the bloody totalitarian
regime of Franco in Spain. Bnot
in itself, while commerecial relations
between Britain, Spain and other
countries are continued and even
intensified, it cannot help in any
way the struggle of the Spanish
workers and peasants to overthrow
the dictatorial regime of Franco.
Foreign trade between Spain and
Britain has increased during the
last year thus helping Franco to
temporarily prop up his shaky
regime.

Deespite the faet that Spain was
not direetly invelved in the im-
perialist war and devastated as
were other Furopean countries the
conditions of the masses is almost
the same as that of a defeated
country.

The position in Spain has been
colourfully deseribed in an article
in the *Daily Telegraph' of
December 5th by John Ridley
and we make no apology for
extensively  quoting  him. He
writes :

Dying Of Starvation

“You see on the fashionable
Gran Via in Madrid, among the
sleek, well-fed people and luxurious
limousines, wretchedly ragged
women, boys and girls stretching
out their hands to snateh a biscuit,
a piece of sugar, or a few crumbs
from the eafe tables. Go into the
country areas, and particularly
down South in Andalusia, and yon

find men, women and echildren
literally dying of starvation,
Queues of hungry mothers with

their half-naked, famished children
clinging to their skirts wait for the
meagre plate of lentils or beans
doled out to them by relief organ-
isations, Families of decent
working people live like animals in
caves and holes in the ground.

Opulent Restaurants

“Yet on the other side of the
picture one finds opulent
restanrants and hotels which serve
meals of the rarest foods and
wines, and magnificent  shops
where you can buy all the elothes
and luxury goods you could
possibly require. But all these are
at a price, and that price is far
beyond the means of 99 of the
peonle,

“The veal ruler of modern Spain
is the black market. Everything
is governéd by it

Hamburg Worker Faints fromZj
Starvation

FAINTING MAN had collapsed when he came out of
Hamburg factory for air. In a fortnight he had fainted
three times, In one day 30 workers collapsed from hunger.
Frau ¥F—'s monthly ration of |wife who suffers the most, of
meat. course. The people with the eash,
Frau F— gets about S pounds of [ who are still around in spite of

potatoes a month, but she has to
stand in long queues to get them
and she never knows from day to
day whether the food on her
ration card will be available or not.
Sometimes it is. More often,
particularly during the last few
weeks, what she has been able to
get has been far helow what her
card entitled her to.

The Queues . .,

Aud the quenes here in
Germany! It is impossible to see
them without feeling the sense of
hopeless desperation that fills the
minds of the grey-faced men and
women who stand there for hours
and hours, waiting for the miser-
able rations that a dog would turn
his nose away from in England.

And even when they get the
food, it is doubtful whether they
themselves eat more than a half of
it. German working class women
are the same as our wives and
mothers : their children come first, |

It is the working class house- |

** de-nagifieation ', can live on the
black market,

Herr K—, for instance, ex-
officer and pillar of one of the local
Military Government detachments,
told me that he spends about five

thousand marks a month getting
food for himself on the black
market. He .is- - typical of
thousands, who find it good for
business to work with Military
Government. It is easy to spot
them. MThey walk around arro-

gantly, smoking English eigarettes,
(Only one of these cigarettes would
cost a worker a day’s pay to buy.)
But they have the * connections ™.
And in Germany today, those who
have the *conneetions” have the
power. Frau F— has no “ con-
nections ', no rings or watgehes to
sell, and little or nething in the
bank, She and the other German
working-class housewives have to
earry on a well-nigh hopeless fight
to exist. In peace, as in war,
they are the most helpless vietims
of capitalism.

Since the legal

ration is so pitifully inadeguate it
has to be augmented by the meat,
olive oil, bread and eggs that are
now almost the monopoly of the
black marketeers.

30s. A Week

“The average weekly wage of a
skilled. worker is 30s. A meal in a
moderate restaurant costs 16s., and
in a good restaurant at least £2,
A loaf of bread on the black
market costs 4s. 6d,, o pint of olive
oil, the people’s only fat about 24s.,
and rice, another staple food, from
Gs. to Ts, a 1b, One egg costs
1s. 3d. Flat rents are high, and
the cost of clothing ,though un-
rationed, is exorbitant.

“The only way a Spanish
workman can earn enough to keep
himself and his - family from
starving is by having two jobs and
continuing to work after his official
eight-hour day is finished. This
is not so easy now, as, despite
official fignres, there is increasing
unemployment. Nor has the
tremendous rise in the cost of
living ever been met by a corres-
ponding rise in wages. . . .

“Today General Franeco is ex-
ceptionally unpopular, If it were
possible to have a free election
and the people could vote for or
against him, there would be a 95%
ballot against him. . . .

The Budget

“The Army . . . and it must be
remembered that Spain has been
at peace for more than 7T and a
half years and possesses hardly any
modern eguipment—absorbs 229,
of the general Budget. The Minis-
try of the Interior, whose respon- .
sibility inecludes the maintenance
of civil order, takes 10.8¢. n
striking contrast the Ministry of
Agrieulture, in a predominantly
agrarian country, is allotted a mere
0.9%, while the Ministry of
Education, on which one might
reasonably suppose the future of
Spain  depends, receives only
49
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Officers Well Treated—
2s. A Week For Privates

* Franco is first and foremost an
army man, and, rightly realising
that his precarious power depends
on the Army for its life blood, he
treats the Army well. An Army
officer or meo. eats well and is
superbly  uniformed and well
housed. He gets good pay and,
bettor still, draws unlimited
rations—a  large propertion  of
which is sold on the lilack market
—from the Teonomata Militar, =

sort of Spanish equivalent to
N.AAFL

“On the other hand, the
ordinary private soldier is paid 2s.
a4 week, and is badly dressed,
badly fed and badly housed in
filthy and often verminous
barracks.

“Thuos one finds these are often
a productive field for the efforts of
the underground movement, who
flood inost barracks with clandes-
tine newspapers, and although the
penalty for a soldier being found
with a copy is death they are
widely read.

“ Travelling round Spain, as T
have done during the past five
months, one might qunite reason-
ably imagine that the country was
at war. Everything is on a war
basis, with mass movements of
troops and all the fantastie display
of a totalitarian State—gaudy uni-
forms, brightly polished. jack-boots,
police armed with automatic rifles
and revolvers, extreme poverty
and extreme riches,”

Fear If Franco Goes

It is on this background
portrayed by *Ridley, that the .
manoeuvres of the Imperialists in
regard to Spain must be considered.
They wish to save the Franco
regime but are. desperately seeking
some alternative to substitute for
him in the event that the pressure
of the masses should threaten to
culminate in revolution in Spain.
That is why they are holding in

reserve  the possibility of the
restoration of the monarchy at a
suitable moment. 1f they are

hesitating at the present time it is
becaunse they fear that the removal
of Franco from the top would un-
leash the pent-up feeling of the
masses in revolutionary upheaval
from the bottom. So as long as
possible, they wish to prop up the
tottering Franco regime,

Strikes have already broken out
among the heroic workers of
Bau'(relmm. who began the revolu-
tion in 1936 as a reply to the
counter-revolutionary wprising of
the Army Generals; and in other

towns  in  Catalonia.  In these
strikes the workers risk the firing
squads  and = the  concentration
eamps  in which hmndreds of
thousands of the flower of the
Spanish  workers are still held

under ineredibly vile conditions.
Workers’ Parties For
Capitalist Republie

The old workers organisations
who were responsible for the dis-
astrous defeat of the working
class in the ecivil war, are coming
forward with the demand for the
restoration of the status quo as it
existed before the Franco regime,
i.e. for the capitalist republic.

Some sections of the Socialists
have even heen negotiating with
the Monarchist reaction in order
to win the support of Anglo-
American Imperialism for the oust-
ing of Franco. This they hope will
reconcile the imperialists to the
change, as the Monarchy wonld

(Ueantinued on Page 4.)
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Middle EastLabour’s Foreign

Oil Deal

(Continued from Page 1.)
different interests : %

Middle BEast oil output) will be a
drawback, in ecase of a war with

Poliey

Britain :.......~.. 19 Russia. it (Continued from Page 1.) |uf stopping ‘the atomic war any
B VRS e | ; Russia And Oil the press, wireless and the most ! more than, the rollber’ League of
France ............ 5 Middle Iast oil, particularly important means of influencing | Nations stopped the Blitzkreig.
Total ............ 100 m,‘n of Northern Lran, plays a|publie opinion. 'he foreigh policy of the Labour
Phere is no doubt that with the |, ioe Jgle in the plans of the [ The Paris Commuue, which | Government. - must be, challenged.
increase in the exploitation of the Stalinist bureaucracy too. 'Ihis is | Frederiek Engels ealled the | But it cannot be done with the

eilfields in Sandi Arabia and Bah-
rein, - the weight of the American
companies in the produection of oil
in the Middle BEast will grow
tremendously. Harold Tckes,
American Petroleum Administrator
during the war, touched on the
erux of the matter when he ‘said:
“The capital of the oil empire is
o the march to the Middle East.
The United States had better move
in a biz way—and fast.”
~Conneeted with the question of
the oil resonrces of the Middle East

is the problem of refining. There
are today five refineries in the
Middle Fast: in Abadan (Iran),

Haifa, Tripoli, Balrein and Suez,
besides  small refineries in  Iraq
which work only for loeal con-
sumption. At the moment 80 per
cent. of the refinery eapacity is in
the hands of the British, but the
position will change with the con-
struetion  of additional American
rofineries.  One of them, the Ras
Tanura refinery, is already nearing
completion.
U.S. Extension Plans

There is much talk about the
extension of the network of pipe-
lines in the Middle East., At the
moment only one pipeline exists
leading from Kirkuk in Traq to
The length of the whols
line is"974 miles. There has heen
talk recently of doubling the earry-
ing eapaeity of the Irag-Haifa
pipeline by bnilding a line pavallel
to it. There is also an American
plan to construct a new pipeline

feom Sandin, Bahlirein, Qatar and
Kuwait to the Mediterranean
copst—oither to  Haifa or to

Alexandria. The length of the line
to ITaifa wonld be 1,000 miles:
this wonld mean a great reduction
in the route of the Arabian oil,
sinee the ronte around the Arabian
Paninsula through the Snez (Canal
4000 miles long.

Aecording to another ealenlation,
if the Ameriean plan fer eonstruct-
fme this pipeline materinlizes, it
will he pweessary to bnild refineries
in Haifa to refime 500-350 thou-
sand barrels a day, i€, ITwo oy

the result primarily of the tardi-
ness in the exeeution of the woil
extraction plans in Russin. Thus,
for instance, the Second Five Year
Plun set the increase in produetion
from 23.3 million tons in 1052 10
47.5 million in 1037,
inereased only to 30.5 million tons.
In 1940 production did not reach
more than 35 millions,
the plan laid down a level of over
50 million tons. With these mis-
ealeulations, the new Five Year

1950—35.4 million tons, On ex-
amining the general plan for in-
crease of production it is clear that
oil will be one of the most important
hottlenecks  in Russia. The
Stalinigst bureaucracy tries to gef
over -its difliculties—the result of
bureancratic mismanagement, 1m o
simple way: hy gaining coutrol of
rich new fields.

It is quite clear that the masses
in Iran were not very enthusizstic
abont the Russian-Tranian Agree-
ment, which gave a concession 1o
operate the oilfields in the north
of the eoontry to # joint enmpany
(Tlussia to have 51 per cent, of
the shares and Iran 49 per eent.).
The Tudeh Party (Stalinist domin-
ated) suffered a great loss in in-
fluence through this agreement.
The fact that after the unrest
among the workers in the oil fields
and refineries of the Anglo-Tranian

oil company, British imporialism
succeeded in  strengthenin= the
Shah's government position, in
strengthening the Persian sy, in
overthrowing the antonomsus
puppet  Stalinist  governmest in
Azerbaijan—all go to show thart

to Stalin’s plans as regards their
country is by no means sym-
pathetic. The recent .\n"_ln-
American agreement is a new point

soored for Anglo-American  im-—
perialism in their strugele with
Russia.

For A Secialist Federation
Of The Arab East

In the strugele against  (he

three times the ontput of all fhe

four refineries existing in  the
Middle Bast together. 'The annual
ontput of Haifa will then reach
16 million tons.

The eonstruetion of  refineries
owned by Soeony  Vacunm, in
Trinoli and in the Lebanon is also
heing spoken about. The new
agreement 2peaks nhout connecting
the oilfields, in Tram  with the

It is estimated that the material-
ization of all the existing oil plans
of the Ameriean companies and the
Ameriean Government wounld cost
E200 million. Such a gigantic sum
would eanse a fremendons
economic  social  and  politieal
chamge in the Middle Enst, and
vwomld snbjngate it entirely to a
landful of English and American
Hd]l magnates,

Britain On The Decline

Ameriean and British oil octopus,
the toifems of the Middle Bast fun-

not rely on @wy of the great
powers, They enn rely only on
themselves, on - their own strengdl,

and on the help of the millions of
fighters for national and soeinl in
dependence of the East uand thy
working class of the West.

The strogele for oil reflects the
aims of all the great powers. Tun
their desire to dominnte the sources
of this important raw material
which offers new prospects of
enormons profits and wealth to th:
magnates of Anglo-American -
perialism, the seeds of a new worll
war will be sown. It is oil which
is determining the importance of
the Middle Fast in the calenlations
of all the great powers. And the
wealth which will be gained will
not benefit the peoples of the
Middle East or the masses of the
Western powers. It can only lead

IFor American Tmperialism
iy Tast oil ean be one of the |
m important fields of invest-
ment.  The great development of
Ameriean eapitalism has deepened
myfold the contradigtions within
t, and the eapitalists will try to
overcome them by imperialist ex-
pansion on a terrific seale.  After
World War T the British military
anthorities in Palestine arrested a
monlogist employed by the Tnited
States Srandord Oil Company who
hadl  the andaeity to disecover a
anree of oil round the Dead Sea.
Thoy  confisented
today, after World
“or IT, T8 A's power compared’

Rritain’s ig too strong for snch
to he taken against her.
declared im0 unambignous
terms that the stability of the peace
depended on agreement  being
renched abhont the division of oil |
resonreces, and among the matters |
to ‘he put hefore the Peace Con- |
ference, there was nothing mora
important than oil. In the tyssle
over the gnestion behind the seenes
of the DPeace Conference, the
Amerienn eanitalists, of course, ex-
pect to et the lion’s share of: the
CONCeSSIONsS,

The relative weakness of British
imperinlism compared to Ameriean,
vevenls itself very elearly in  all
the oil deals in the Middle East.
shown, the
Ameriean oil companies are taking
the higeest part in all the new
plans to construct refineries, oil
pipelines, ete. The new agreement
shows that the American ecapital-
ists have entered even the holy of
holies of the British Empire, the
Anglo-Tranian 0Oil Co, This agree-
ment is motivated not only by
economic, hut alsa by strategical

: The concentration of the
ies in Abadan (which today
refines ahont threefifths of all the

lennrind hiny «

tn
netions
Tokog

As we have already

{

'winning

to the further enslavement of, the

Arab peoples. Plot and counter-
plot, strategic and political
manoeuvres round this area will be
endless. A Socialist Tederation of
the Middle East in a  Socizlist
World wonld be the only mesns of
utilising the tremendons nress

of the Middle East, as of the world,
or the enrvichment and benefit of
ull. A

Xmas Draw

his sketches and |

Win
The following are the
numbers. The

names of the winners will be
published in the next issue

1st ~ ... TO0T4 14th (ri2
2nd . ... 4003 15th 243
ard. ... 1191 T0EhS .o PR
4th ... 2031 17th 1350 -
Sth' - ... 2582 18th v 90s
Gth . D103 19th ... 6140
Tth .. 1421 20th . 040G
Sth ... 4004 21st 2.2
Oh ... 4372 22nd; ... 2457
10th ... 5707 23cd ... 1871
11th ... 4345 _ 24th . 2701
12th ... 2705 25th s 0TS
13th ... 4010 26th ... 241

Glasgow

1st Prize: No. D 85; T. Frame,
Muirhouse Avenue, Mothérwell,
9nd Prize: No. A 200: Jean 8.
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Tamy &

Woods, Aneroft St., Glasgow.

3rd Prize: No. B 131: Mz T,
Walker, 17, Torrest Strest,
Glasgow, S.E.

4th Prize: No. B 156: V7. Dowd,

G, Neptune St Govan, Glasgow.

MASH
FRANCO

PUBLIC
- MEETING -

FEPOTRITT X T

Holborn Hall

Grays Inn Road, W.C 1

on Monday, Jan. 27th,
at 7.3} p.m.

Speakers : TED GRANT
F. Jackson, J. Lawrence.

Questions & Discussion

Organised by the Lon ‘on
District Comimittee
Revolutionary Communist P:s_rty

(Trotskyist)
256 Harrow Road, London, W.2.

| « gictatorship of the proletariat” | policy of Spelthorne,
was the most democtatic regime of |

its time. This was also true of
Russia in the early days under
Lenin and Trotsky. The special

ineasures of suppression undertaken

In fact, it|

although |

|

the attitnde of the Tranian mnrses:

Plan sets a more moderate aim for |

' perpetnating

hy the Bolsheviks, were the
necessary and temporary result of
the deliberate economic
by the Russian and international
capitalist class, who first waged a
civil war against the workers’
regime and then became quislings
in the war of imperialist inter-
vention. Stalin has succeeded in
[ll.i.‘slf measures, i
converting them inte a system and
direeting them against the demo-

erpey of the working class itself.

Winners

‘urges New Internationale a::]

\When the dictatorship of the pro-
lotariat was exercised in Russia,
it freed nneonditionally the natious
who had been oppressed for cen-
ti by ‘the Czar. It appealed
to. the international working class
to break down the barriers of
national hatred and unite their
forces against the eapitalist elass.
This foreign poliey of the dictator-
ship of the "Russian proletariat,
formulated by Lenin and Trotsky,
wae the most progressive the world
has ever known.
Inevitability of Imperialist
War

Morgan Phillips kuows pefeetly
well that there is w- difference be-
tween  ancient  warss and  20th
century imperialist  wars. The
wars for the destruetion of fendal-
ism, for the unification of the
principalities and the formation of
the modern nations were progres-
sive wars. They led to conditions
for the development of modern
eapitalism and the development of
human enlture.  But the modern
world wars of imperialism have no
progressive features at all.
do not lead to the progress of man-

ries

kind but to the destroction of
human culture. y
Modern -imperialist war is the

result of the stroggle for markets,
for sources of raw material and for
fields of investment for finanee
capital.  The over-production of in-
dustrial goods for which modern
capitalism can find no market leads,
inevitably, to a cut-throat export

ldrive and competition between the

Just as
A cercain

fmperialist
inevitably, it leads at
stage to a new war for the eon-
trol of these markets. Foreizn
policy is the ‘diplematie negotia-
tions and manoeuverings that the
government earries on with  the
ohjest of nrotecting these
economic interests of the domin-
ating eclass and extending these
interests to the best of its abilitv.

When this idea is nenetrating the
conscionsness of large sections of
the working class and even the
middle  elass, and when  the
capitalist politicians have them-
selyes begun to openly admit it
Phillips chooses this time to say
that capitalism may lead to war.
No, Phillips, capitalism must lead
to war !

To end modern imperinlist war
is not possible without destroyving
the eapitaiist gystem of competitive
nroduction. To end wear., imperial-
ist export of finance capital mnsc
be ended. Whether T.N.O
operates with DBritain working in
eepjumetion with Russin as Spel-
thorme urges) or whatever the line-
np there on the part of the Labour
leaders, TT.N.O.

powers,

sabotoge |

The: |

Both create
illnsions that U.N.OQ., with or with-
out the shift of Britain into the
| Russian orbit, can end imperialist
war; both disarm the workers in
their struggie to overthrow
lcapitalist system, which if con-
| tinued, must lead to the Third,
Atomic War,

. WHY BRITISH TROOPS
WITHDRAW FROM
EGYPT

Phillips quotes the withdrawal
‘of British teoops from Egypt and
the +concessions granted to the
Indians as proof of the progressive
policy of the: Labour Government.
We must say that these actions
bave had an inportant effect upon
the muss of the workers in Britain,
hey believe these acts to be in-
spired by gendine social demoeratic
‘aums,  The facts, however, are
somewhat different.

The rising discontent of the mass
of the population and of the
| “ mnational " capitalist class of
Egypt and the Middle East has re-
isulted in the development of a
powerful national conscionsness in
these areas. The masses are de-
manding (hat the British must go!
To maintain the old military ocen-
pation, the British Govermment
would have t¢ conduct a fairly
large seale way.  This is also true
of India. In the present state of
mind of the British workers it is
most  unlikelyy that they would
allow such agwar to take place
without protest. Of course if
the 'Tories were in  power they
would hang on even olore grimly
than the Labour leaders, and would
possibly have visked a war. After
all, it is theif Empire! DBut the
Labour leaders, while seeking to
protect the Empire as effectively as
| Churehill himself, suffer from the
pressure of tha working elass, 1t
is this mnHiv% of interests and
pressures that leads to partialgre-
| treats and gives Labour's foreign
policy a slightly more liberal
eolour than th?l of the Tories,

GERMANY—Russian and
British Policy

The Spelthorde document claims @
* Britain’s policy towards Germany,

couditioned by Jthe fear of social-
i=m, has so faf} blocked any hope
of agmpmang‘ with the Soviet
Union” on Weeany’s  ceonomic
future.”

In reply to tiis, Morgan Phillips
argued that: (" Mr. Bevin has

announced that Britain proposes to
nationalise German industry and
to  reconstrpet o German  economy
along Socialist lines. In faet, one

of rthe main causes of confliet be- |

tween Britain gnd Russin has been

the enconragemgnt given by Britain '

to the GermangSocial Democrats.”
In' both statéments there is au
kernel o ftruth, but this kernel is
nsed for the purpose of furthering
n lid, i .
It is .true 'that
leaders do mot. want to see the
creation of  a BSocialist Germany.
Dut the Russiatli bureancracy under
Stalin are no jless  interested in
preventing such'a step. What is
progressive, in the Russian
poliey that Besin should folow it?
T'he Russians Idwe expropriated all

the Labour

H50

will not be eapable the large Junkeér lnnd estates and

TROTSKYIST PAPER

GE!

MANY

The following item concerning the Trotskyist paper

“ SOL'DARITAT "
German language, appeared
December 15th.

the publications which

published by

the R.C.P. in the
in the “ New' York Times ",

Readers of the “ Socialist Appeal " are
already familiar with * Solidaritat .

it was one of

Comrade Bill | Cleminson of

Sheffield gave to the German Prisoners of War and for
which he was brought to eourt and fined £10.

“REDS ASK GERMANS TO
JOIN IN REVOLT -
Pamphlet Issued in London

Denoumees  Stalin
Berlin, Dec. 14—A mimeographed

pamphlet  entitled  * Solidanty,”
annonneing  the formation B of a
Gorman  section of the Fourth

Internationale, has been circulated
pecontly in  Berlin.  The publiea-
tion was definitely old line revolu-
rionary Communist pelicy or what
has come to  be known ny
*Protskyite It strongly attacked
¢ 3palin's poliey for Germany ' and
invited German workers to erganize
tionary groups within the
t and Communist parties.
editors of the publication
wore listed not by name but the
pamphlet was attvibuted to the
‘Revalnticnnry Communist Pacty
with offices at 256 Harrow Road,
!,!lllffnn. \“'_] i
Tha lead article
parations, demanding
pxpropriation of the
the ecapitalist class throngh snd
for the nroletariat. It argoned that
the noliey of nationalization in the
Soviet  zone  would  honefit  only
Russian economy not the German

mnss

revol

the

denonneed
instead
property of

leading names of ‘Germaa

workers’ parties ave inseparable
from the traditions of the Socialist
and Communisf) parties,” the article
continues : * These parties were un-
able to avertithe Hitler eatas-
trophe in 1934, On the contrary
they were respemsible for it.
‘From today's speeches and to-
day’s programs hy these people
we see they hitve learned nothing
from  that cuatastrophe. Conse-
quently we infend to build up an
independent  gevolutionary  party,
the German seetion of the Fourth
Internationale.
_‘The officer elass the Soviet
Tnion has n strong  interest
remaining as decnpation troops in
Fh-!'m_:m,\'. With their enormons
salavies, their pfiicer clubs and all
their privileges thev live at  the
expense of the working class.
;Tin‘- Soviet goldier is used to
‘ofending  the | privileges of the
officers.  He chnnot have any in-
tevest in this ) :
*A Cermany under the control
of the workineselass will be happy
to oxchonge tRe excess of its in-
fIll.-"rmI_ products first of all with
fhie Soviet Unidn.  An exchange of
zoods . on eanal  basis  will
strengthen - hoth  countries enorm-
omly and will be the first step to
end the isolation of Russian

in

:"f

workers . from  the world  pro-
letarviat."”

the |

broken them up among the
pensantry. At the same time they
pave nationalised all large German
indnstries in their zone and purged
the Nazs. But these actions have
been accompanied by an organised
woting which had a parallel only
in the areas which the Nazis con-
quered in their day.

All important’ agricultural
machinery has been looted and
suipped to Russia, instead of being

hanaed to the peasants to \\‘L!l‘li
the large estates as collective
farms, The strippng of German

industrial equipment has devastated
the economy in the Russian Zone.

At the same time, the remaming
industrial productive forees have
not been handed to elected repre-
sentatives of the German working
class  but are controlled by
Russian bureaucrats and the over-
whelming bulk of the products of
the German workers are shipped to

Russia as reparations. Any in-
dependent political or industrial
action by the working class is

immediately suppressed and crushed
in a totalitarian vise.

All this has nothing in common
with communism or socialism, and
is not the foreign policy of a
Marxist government, but is a policy
of blatant robbery.

It is true to say thav in the
Dritish Zoune the conditions have
not been as ruthless with the ex-
Nams, even if a greater freedom
is  allowed to the independent
activities of the workers. The
Labour leaders alse carry out a
policy of loot and plunder. If the
Lahour leaders are now calling a
halt to this poliey it is not hecause
they have remembered a few
socialist phrases from their youth
bat largely because they hope to
ecreate a4 base among the German
population which ean be used as a
Liberal capitalist barrier. against
the extension of Hussian influence
further  West, The .conomie
fusion with the American Zone has
had this object primarily in view,

It remains to be seen whether
the Nazi owners will be expro-
priated, especially in the faece of
American pressure,

until every
and

the process
industrial, | finangial

continue
major

in the hands of the German work-

P
in

g elass. A socialist paelicy would
remder every political and material
aid to the German working class
to gain this contrel. By these
means, instead of Germany  he-
coming a plague spot of starvation
and disense, and of new reactionary

Cnationalist  movements, it would
become  whit  s=ocinlists  have
always held it muast be: the -

dustrial and cultural heart of a
Socialist United States of Furope.

The demand of the Speithorne
L¥ivision to throw out the old Tory
officials from the Foreign Office is
one which  will reepive uneondi-
tional support. Sut history
teaches that Labour leaders are no
less  reaetionary  in the same
Foreign Office ag Tories. The
whole movement must not hi side-
tracked into one of “ Bevin Must
Ca ™ hut must be concentrated on
euding the policy of maintaining
capitalism and the inevitable
Frreien pohey which follows
from it.

The reactionary aetivities of the
Labour Government, especially in
Gireece and in relation to Franco
Hpain, has aroused considerable
protest in the ranks of the work-
ing elass. The protest of the
TH.C. and the British Trade
I'nion delegation to New Yaork are
a reflection of this discontent, The
parlinmentary revolt of Iabour
M.P.'s eollapsed at the first serious
test.  Nevertheless, the large bloe
of abstaining votes undermined
Government  spokesmen  in  the
foreign chaneellories and  in  the
international  councils of the
powers, = At the same cime, it con-
siderably shook the Lalour leaders,
making them mueh more hesitant
about a direct and open link with
American  imperialism  and  more
cautions generally in their conduet
of foreign affairs.

The Tory press, -anxions to ex-
aggerate the split in the Labonr

(Continued in nert ecolumn.)

(Continued from Page 3.)
act as a bulwark of the capitalists
and landlords.

Trotskyist Policy

The Fourth Internationalists while
supporting the demand for the
overthrow of Franeo and the con-
vening oft a Constituent Assembly
elected by universal suffrage, put
forward this slogun to mobilise the
workers of Spain as a transitional
stage in the fight for the Socialist
revolution, At the same time they
warn that it was the capitalist
Republic which shielded the army
conspirators and that it was under
its protection that the generals pre-
pared their insurrection in order
to crush the organization of the
working  class. The advanced
workers must understand that un-
less they organise under their own
class banner and class organiza-
tions and toke power into their
own hands, they c¢an fall into a
new frightful impasse which will
prepare the way - for a new Franco.
For International

Class Action

The gesture of the withdrawal
of the British ambassador from
Madrid is mere hypocerisy if it is

will strike real blows against the
fascist regime. It is not sufficient
for the Trade Union leaders to
send deputations to the Cabinet

not supplemented by actions which |

DEMAND ACTION
AGST. FRANCO

demanding aetion from the Labour
Government. The failure of the
Labour Government to take such
action is a blot on the whole of the
Labour movement, The workers
must demand that the Labour
Government and the Union leaders
declare an embargo on all goods
coming to or from Spain to
Britain !

In the past the British workers
have not waited for governments
to take action on issues of this-
nature.  The railwaymen trans-
port the goods, the dockers load
them, the seéamen earry them
abroad. They have the power to
stop all goods coming to and from
Spain | The workers in the Union
branches must demand that the
Union leaders organise such a
campaign throughout the country,
in conjunction with the inter-
national trade unions abroad fto
declare all goods to or from Spain
black until the overthrow. of the
Franco regime.

Such ‘a  movement of inter-
national eclass  solidarity would
stir and encourage the oppressed
Spanish  people !  Franco wonld
fall within months if not even
weeks or days under the combined

I:IIn\\'s_ of the TInternational and
| fipanish working class.
No  relianee on cheap and

| demagogic gestnres from U.N.0O, !

Independent class action on the
part of the world working class
can destroy Franco !

rights for all from the age o

and ils substitution by a worl
5.
anti-labour officer caste from
of ofiicers from the ranks

training of worker officers.
choose their own
withdrawal of British twons
har;

Europe, Asia and the world.

cracy and Lhe re-introduction

against all oceupying forces,

struggle for world socialism.

. vights men yomen in_
TRMSPOrL concern in' Gerifing was [ “"'aﬁ' s (o men_and wamen_in

The Policy of
the R.C.P.

Nationatisation of the lund, of all atomic processes, of all large
linancial, insurance, industrial, distributive and transport enter-

und the operation of these

production plan under
All company books to be open to

fuel and other consumers goods in

short supply under the control of committees elected from the
co-ops, distributive trades, factories, housewives and small shop-

the black market.
{ existing housing -space in

the
financed

national house-

building pian to be directed by the building trades unions and

A rising scale of wages to meet the increased cost of living

and a falling scale of hours to
must be fully maintained while

not working; a 40-hour week maximum without loss of earnings,
Abolition of the Monarchy and the House of Lords; full electoral

Socialist workers in DBritain can L
have nothing in' common with the Reiate™ S wiChaE « Gompensation
policy of Stalin or of Bevin, with enierprises on (he basis of an overall
Spelthorne or of Phillips, but must control of workers' and technicians’ itt
fight for a genuine :s_ociulist policy 2. Abolition of hunlneba ShAeEs : commiiiees.
in Germany. That is to say l!l!_‘}' inspection by trade unions and workers committee
must be for the complete with-| o pyicednition of food, clothes, »
drawal of all foreign occupation : - >
troops and for the German people
to decide their own fate. That keepers which will eliminate
means an end to the policy  of 4. ht eontrol o alloeation o
robbery : it means the unification ds of tenants commitiees; a state
of Germany into an economic and z
political whole. . tenants committees,
A Rocialist foreign policy would B
uege the Germun workers to take with & guaranteed minimum
contial into their own hands: to absorh the unemployed, who
extend the nationalisations that g
have alrendy taken place and to 6.

I 18; and full political and ecivil
th -suponlsof

o forces; the immediate

strike-hreaking and anti-labour laws.
7. Abolish Conscription: For the dissolution of the standing army

iers’ militia.

For the abolition of military law; clear out the reactionary

the armed forces; for the election

! For the establishment of military
schools by the trade unions at the expense of the State for the

Full and immediate freedom for India and the other ecolonies 1o
form of

government; the immediate
from all colonial countries,

End secret diplomacy and a peace of vengeance and -
end race hatred, anti-semitism, \'mnsm..fngm"uﬁl thglu;(llgﬂs

the withdrawal of British troops [ronm Fueane
and a peace hased upon the seli-determination of the peopr. of

and Asin

Uneonditional defence of the Soviet Union against all imperialist
powers; for the overthrow of the privileged Stalinist bureau-

of workers’ democracy in Russia.

t2. Full support and active co-operalion with the European workers

for the overthrow of capitalism and

the establishment of a United Socialist States of Europe; unity
with the workers and exploited

masses of all lands in the

Party and to widen that split
from the right, hopefully predicted
that Bevin, on his return from
T.N.0O., wounld flay his crities and
|lupueh an all-out attack against
| them. DBut this wishinl-thinking
has not been fulfiled. The speech
made by Devin on the radio was
not a trenchant attack upon his
eritics. On the contrary, it was a
mild defence of his policy. Despite
this, the action of the Lahour
leaders in eirveulating the Phillips
letter and opening the campaign on
foreign policy, is a elear indieation
that at the moment they feel this

| to be one of their weakest points.
Every Labour  worker who is
|lmstile to the imperialist foreign

| poliey of the Labour leaders and
| its assistance to reaection, will seize
| this opportunity te further weaken
| this policy and strengthen the
| pressure’ to end the present foreign
Ipnli(‘.‘\' and replace it with n
(socialist foreign policy which will
reflect the aspirations and interests
of the DBritish and international
working class.

Despite the difficulties ecaused by
the cold weather, some Party
branches have managed to maiu-
tain ** Socialist Appeal” sales, and
in some cases, to extend them.
Considering the branch reports a5
a whole, the sales show a slight up-
ward trend. The efforts of the
comrades ean be seen from reports

such as the following  from
LONDON: * Literature sales are
going well. 140 “8.A’8" were

sold at Building Workers Hostels
last week. .. . ."” and  from
MOTHERWELL who report that
“a canvass was held at Law
Junction, a mining area, where

| comrades in 14 hours.”

seven  dozen were sold hy

tlhaee |

‘ Selling the ** Socialist Appeal ”
in this way is not the only methosd,
'however, MOTHERWELL con-
| tinue to report that: *“ A Publie
meering of the ‘Communist’ Party,
featuring Harry Pollitt was held
on December 1st, and was egyvi
|by four comrades. Awmong
| literature sold were 5 *“ I Stalke
{Life” by Leon Trotsky, which
| good considering that the bualk «f
| the attendanece comnsisted of C.P.
| members,”

EAST LONDON too, remark in
an . earlier report that *“ Two
Stalinist  meetings have  heen
covered, one on the. Soviet Union.
No guestions were allowed, and w:

Vils

¥ We are
o [ S.AL gales and have decided

This will not heé possible only on
the basis of resolutions, but will
necessitate | the taking of direet
action to end all forms of cconomic
and military aid te reaction,

CORRECTION
In the November issue of
* socialist Appeal’ in reporting

the elections in the United States,
there  appeared the ofollowing
sentence ; “ The SW.E has
appealed to all the Parties in-
volved (the Stalinist C.P.. the
Workers' Party, the Soeialist
Party), to make a joint defenec.
Not merely has no response to the
appeal . . . bot the S.P. . . . ete,
The Workers' Party have protested
that this is an incorrect statement
of fact That the SW.P. did net
appeal to the W.P., but the con-
trary, the W.P. appealed to the
S.W.P. but received mno response.
This is correct.

as widely as possible,”

| The task of spreading our eir-
culation among wider sections of
‘the workers has also received the
seriouns  consideration of  the
| CROYDON Branch, They repovt:
not eontent with onr
to
attempt to double them within 1he
next two months,” and in addition
report that * Prior to Novemher,
most of our work was done throngh

| the Trade Union movement and n
| eanvass work, but we decided to

hold a s«_-rius of meetings on im-
portant issues which affect the
workers.”
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