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Canadians Demand Fair Treatment::  |'
THE BITTER RESENTMENT AGAINST THE TREATMENT METED OUT TO THE

CANAD-IAN SOLDIERS WAS GIVEN EXPRESSION IN THE DEMONSTRATIONS AT -
ALDERSHOT, WHEREBY ATTENTION WAS DRAWN TO THE GRIEVANCES OF THE
RETURNING SOLDIERS AWAITING REPATRIATION.... WE PRINT HERE AN ARTICLE
WRITTEN BY ONE OF THESE CANADIAN SOLDIERS, PTE. GEORGE MacDONALD;
WHO PRESENTS THE . CASE OF THE SOLDIERS

PROPAGANDA WHICH WAS

~ Now that the dirty work is over and the job-in Europe finished, the
treated in this repatriation depot not like * heroes ” but like criminals,
days in the glass-house for being an hour A.W.L. Four or five lads are being held in Redditch
from the night of the second demonstration in Aldershot on July 5th, and

a sentence or even a trial !

‘EM, BOYS !

Thousands of Canadian trcops have
been held -in repatriation depots at
Aldershot and been penned up there
for waeks while American soldiers,
most of whom came to England two or
three years later than the Canadian
infantry i Hampshire, were given
- priority on shipping and without delay
speedily and efficiently embarked for
the voyage across the Atlantic to be
reiurned to their homes. {

Drissatistaction with this arrange-
ment and  discontent over the way
things are being handled in general,’
- the  unnecessary monotony, inadeguate
pay, virtual confinement to the camp
area, and the  ever-present menace

- ol gavage disciplinary action (threats
ofi # sentence invelving the loss of up
: o o wer.o;il.'glfia»_d@

' ng AW, 2 211

- not mere than two hours late)—
these cambined to make the men feel.
ill ‘at ease, restless, uncertain and to
produce a sharply critical moeod. :
~On the evening of Wednesday, 4th
July, some ‘three thousand men. were
strolling "idly about the sunlit streets
of this little town, tilking to their
pals, some, if they-had the money,
were having a pint in the pubs, those
lucky enough to have found a girl
were doing their best to see her atten-
tion’ was not distracted while the-others
stood about listlessly in small groups
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They are obviously holding them while watching developments.

Engtish workers from nearby towns seeing our lads on the w
cheered them. They had heard about Aldershot and cried out:
WE'RE WITH YOU ! ” :

or wandered aimlessly up and down
the short sloping streets. :

A trivial ~incident occuwrred. It
wasn’t anything much, a few lads on
the ‘corner were laughing, and no one
was being interfercd with, bus some
M.P.s  decided an investigation was
needed.  Canadian military police are
perhaps not the most tactinl people in
the world and one thing led to another
Soldiers who paused to see what was
happening suddenly became angry and
‘when the. M.P.s tried to exercise
their authority in this petty matter
they were told to leave the lads alone
More police came along and the sold.
"‘lers increased in numbers. as scores
passing s“cqppm\] to find out what was
wrong.

echnifjue and-sudde
aples. o hay

which they
o wiser. :

Following shortly afterwards a lorry
load of M.P.'s arrived on .the. scemne.
The men made a rush for the vehicle,
grabbed it and tossed it about like a
child’s toy. . Still having learned no-
thing, ‘the M.P.’s then hit upon the
prilliant plan of turning high pressure
water hose on the veterans of Italy
and ‘Normandy -and brought out the
fire-fighting apparatus.

(Continued on back page.)

MIDLAND TRANSPORT
WORKERS FIGHT BACK

BY GLADYS WIMBUSH

'OVER 4,000 TRANSPORT WORKERS EMPLOYED BY:
THE MIDLAND RED BUS COMPANY STOPPED WORK IN

]

PROTEST. AGAINST  THE
SCHEDULE - AT DUDLEY
_AFTER THE DUDLEY

COUNTIES CONSISTING OF

OoUT IN SYMPATHY.

A member of the Strike Committee
informed.  the “Socialist Appeal”
that the mem did not object to the
running of later buses but they were
‘fightinig for fajr compensation in’the
formy of increased earlier stralght
through runs. . . B ;

For instance ,a week of split duties
and a week of early runs. The pro-
portion of early duties is not a fair
ratio of the split runs. Out of the 61

- duties under the Schedule originally .
presented there are only -9 straight
through early duties. They are faced.
with 18 long split duties over a mini-
mum period lasting 12 hours and in
some cases a maximum of 16 hours.
Examples given of the bad conditions

‘ thege men and women are expected
to tolerate were:

Work commences at 555 a.m. until
9 a.m. then from 10.56 a.m. to 4.12 p.m;
then an “extra™ from 5.30 to 10 p.m.

Work commences at 5.50 g.m. finish-
ing at 8.40 pm. with off duty periods
“between. A total of 16 hours and 15
hours respectively. Ym the case of 15
-hours they are paid for 8§ hrs. 40
mins. actual working fime. The off
duty . periods in betwsen ouns leave
the men stranded as there is nothing
they can do in these few hours and

WORKERS, CAME 'OUT, THE
WHOLE OF THE MIDLAND RED NETWORK IN 12

BY A CANADIAN SOLDIER —

ay to goal under custody of guards
“WELL DONE, GIVE IT TO

“meantime attempted to.|.

Ity B X AR
were somewhat sadder if{ 8

OPERATION OF A NEW
GARAGE, TWELVE DAYS

25 GARAGES HAD COME

many - of them live a good distance
from fhe garage. There are no
facilities provided by the Company
where the men can spend their off
duty periods.

As usual the bosses and the capital-
ist newspapers are putting the blame
for inconveniehce to passengers on to
‘the workers. But this time it is not
being swallowed. The General feeling
among - the workers in fthe Midlands
is that the transport workers, who
have borne intolerable conditions for
years, are justified and it is the bosses
of the Midland Red who are the people
responsible,

The Company's statement that they
were not notified immediately of the
men’s decision is completely false.
Immediately the resolution was
adopted by the meeting the Commitee
notified the Resident Inspector and
the Area Superintendent. The week
prior to the strike the workers
negotiated and warned the Company
of the trouble that would arise if they
refused to make concessions while
pressing additional services. Mr. D.
M. Sinclair, General Manager of the
Midland Red, refused to take notice
of these warnings ahd did nothing.

Y

{Continuad on back paae)

TWOPENCE.

GEORGE MACDONALD

AGAINST THE VICIOUS

Canadians are being
Ten are getting 21

have not been given

- NON - FRATERA[
Bi.OW AT THE PL

- thy complete defeat of Germany.. The

witkers against the _Gierman people.

ofit

e

" tha order were so great, that it be-
cdme a complete farce.

<Afnerican imperialists were reluctantly

o : BY
SATION WITH THE

it is little over two months since

s had announced a savage .and
aful programme of enslavement of
iamany and the German people.

nking advantage of the horrors of
Nazi concentration camps, the
ling clags endeavoured to inflame the

arful of the consequences of a free
tterchange of ideas between the Allies
ops and the German workers, they
tlireatensd severe punishment for any
ternisation: with the German people.
~[bolster' this up they conducted a
¢ ncerted propagands. campaign to
ddle - the German people with the

cr}' es of the Nazi regime. g

t as we predicted in the columns
t-the ‘‘Socialist ' Appeal’, the cam-
piign has failed in its purpose. In
leis time than could have been expect-
the Alled capitalist class have been
cdnpelled to withdraw the non-frater-
: tion ban. During the short time
ts operation, the mass violations of

Punishments
and threats were of no avail, Thus,
irt order to retain their grip on the
Army of Occupation, the Anglo-

cgmpelled to change their policy.

:#Not only on this guestion are they
Preparing - to make concessions, but

alko -in relation to the freedom of

. GERMAN CHILDREN IN THE RUINS OF BERLIN.

—

[‘

@

BIG THREE PLOT IN
 SECRET

THE BIG THREE ARE MEETING AT POTSDAM TO
DECIDE. THE FATE OF EUROPE AND THE WORLD.
THEY MEET BEHIND CLOSED DOORS. THE PROCEED-
INGS AT THESE MEETINGS ARE KEPT SECRET FROM
THE PEOPLES WHOSE DESTINIES ARE BEING DECIDED.

in a Europe starving and devastated
as a result of the war brought about
by the contradictions of the capitalist
system, the Big Three have prepared
feats for themselvgs, their retainers
and their lackeys which has brought
anger from the working classes. The .
"'"News Chronicle'’ of 17th July gives

‘the picture:

“"WHAT WILL THEY EAT—Fresh
fruit, melons and choice steaks kept
fresh in ten-ton mobile refriger-
ators will be on the menus. :

Mess officers are already .picking
up telephones and ordering: ‘'Eggs,
striotly fresh’’; ‘‘strawberries, big
and juiey’; and ‘‘tomatoes and
hearts of celery.”

CALORIES AND STARCHES

Two dieticians are supervising the
balance of calories and starches.

WHAT THEY WILL DRINK,.—
Whisky, Gin, Bourbon, Vodka, Mos-
elle and Rhine wines. Liqueurs will
range from Guracao to Greme de
Menthe, :

‘THE FURNSHINGS.—Here are
some of the things flown in for the
Conference: o ¥

20 lawn mowers, 20 hand sythes
and 20 sets of lawn furniture; 4,000
blankets, 10,000 sheets and 100 bed-
side lamps; 100 cases of soap, 250
hottle openers and 150 alarm clocks;
50 vacuum cleaners, 100 ice tongs
and 20 electric refrigerators,

Such DByzantine ' feasting has, of
course, taken place at all of the moeet-
ings of the Big Three. Tt is symbolic
of their remoteness from the real
problems and sufferings of .all' - the
Peoples of the world, including their
‘own peoples. ’

©nothing else could be expected.

- and Trotsky,

Froni the imperialist representatives
But
in this can be seen how far the Stalin-
ist regime has travelled from the jdeals
of Lenin and Trotsky.

But even more important is the
secrecy under which the conversations
are being conducted. Extraordinary
precautions. are being taken to prevent
the slightest information of the nature
of the discussions from leaking out, or
«even of what is being discussed.
And of course, there is very good
reason why the Big Three sl®uld take
this course. The horse-deals, the in-
trigues,” the dividing up of the world
iinto spheres of influence, the conspir-
acy being hatched against the Furop-
ean revolutivn—would repreésent an
wnedifying spectacle to the masses of
the world if conducted openly hefore
-their eyes.

Here again we see a fundamental
“departure from the method of Tenin
Like Churchill and Tru-
man, Stalin needs a veil of darkness
and of silence to cover his methods and
aims.  The Bolsheviks in the days.of
Lenin and- Trotsky conducted their
- diplomacy openly before the eyes of
the masses and endeavoured always to
arouse their interest and intervention
on the discussion of issues which af-
fected their fate. Stalin uses the op-
‘posite method.

‘The workers must protest against
the method of secret diplomacy. They
must demand that the negotiations be
held in the open so that the masses
can interéevene against the counter-
revolutionary plots now being hatched

TED GRANT

GERMAN PEOPLE HAS COLLAPSED.
S OF THE ALLIED IMPERALISTS IN RELATION TO GERMANY,
BEGINNING OF THE! END OF THE CAMPAIGN OF RACIAL HATRED AND CHAUVINISM DISSEMINATED
BY THE CAPITALIST CLASS AND THEIR LACKEYS IN THE LABOUR MOVEMENT,

political parties’ and the right of the
workers to organise in Trade Unions,

make certain - concessions.

The Stalinist bureaucracy in Russian
occupied Germany have cleverly man-
ceuvredd by allowing their Stalinist
puppets, the Catholic Centre Party
and the Social Democrats to conduct
legal political activity, publication of
press, organisation of umions, ete. Of
course, all on the basis of a capitalist
and not a communist regime in Ger-
many.

The attempt at -a military dictator-
ship over the German .people solely
based on the bayonets of Anglo-Ameri-
can imperialism and the Red Army,
has been revealed as a reactionary
utopia. Within Germany, the imper-
ialists are compelled to seek some bhase
among the people.

But meanwhile, the plans for the
dismemberment of Germany, for the
national humiliation. of the German
people,-and for the conversion of Ger-
many inte a semi-colony of the Big
Three are to be continued.

The responsibility for the crimes of
the Nazis Is not to be laid on their
real backers, the German capitalists
and bankers .and the British and
French capitalists. The burdens of
dismemberment and defeat are to be
thrown onto the backs of the thrice
oppressed and enslaved German work-

the Allies are apparently preparing to

THIS IS THE FIRST
IT MARKS THE

ers and peasants, the first victims of
Hitlerism.

The “Times” correspondent in des-
cribing the conditions in Germany in
ity issue of July 6th, remarks:

** .. . rarely in history can people
have paid a more fearful price for the
corimes of their leaders . .. "

While the German masses  starve
| and" suffer the capitalists' and their
supporters are still living well. Sel-
kirk Panton, in the ‘‘Daily Express"
of 6th July reports from Berlin in:an
article  entitled: "BERLIN STILL
HAS WAITERS IN TAILS'": i

‘I can get you anything you
want,”’ said George, “‘but you will
have to pay for it. English cigar~
ettes, even, but they will cost you
£1 apiece.

George told me this as we sat
having lunch today In one of. Ber-«
lin’'s luxury black market restaur-~
ants. it might have béen a ocosy,
intimate little restaurant in London
or Paris. : R

‘ There were soft-shaded lights.
. Waiters wearing talls and black. ties,
moved noiselessly on thick carpets.

There ‘was glass in the windows
and flowers on each table. -

. The curtains over the windows hid
from us the ghastly sight.of blitzed
houses on the other side of Kurkur~

(Continued on page. 4)

150,000
Strike for

BY 1.

The [argest: and most important
strike in the history of Nigeria is now
taking plage. 150,000 Nigerian admin-
istrative service workers, members of
the 17 Government Unions, have been
on strike for more than three weeks.
Al transport, power and communica-
tion cystems throughout Nigeria have
been paralysed. The Government has
imposed a strict news eensorship, and
50 :ar only: one London paper has re-

ike

d_this important
TFile s 5eih;
arian Trades -Union

glei:
«Congress and is in

= Despite the tremendous (ﬁfﬁcultie;{.----ﬂ
the Inck ol Tunds, all sided offensive by

| the Nigerian Government, arrvests of |

leaders, and suppression of press—in

“its fourth week the strike is still solid

and the strikers determined. Only 200
have .scabbed. these have heen given
large military escort protection. The
rest of the 500,000 workers in Nigeria
are in sympathy with the strikers and
only waiting for a lead from the Union
leaders to demonstrate their sympathy
and solidarity in action. .

On the 21st Mav the Nigerian Trade
[Tnion Congress sent.a letter to the
Government stating:—

1. The cost of living was
admitted to have
200 per cent.

2. (a) Recognising this the Govern~
ment had given sorresponding increases
to European employees—the salary of
a European employee is £400 a year,

(b} Corresponding increases had been
made in the supplementary allowance’
for the families of European employ-
ees; - ‘

o~ Nig- -

support of the demand for 2/6d, a day |
Fminimum wage.

 officially i
increased by over

Nigerians .
2/6 a Day

DEANE

3. In view of these facts the N.T.
U.C. asked for a minimum wage of

2/6d. a day;

4. One month’s general strike notice °
was given in support of their demands.

The Governor of Nigeria—Sir Arthur
Richards who earned the reputation of
being a ‘“‘firm man'’ for quelling the
Jamaicat riots—replied that he woild
not meet a deputation of the workers !
as no purpose could. be served by dis-

. 1ot offset” increased’ cowt. of livimg (1)
‘bzt would gnly cause inflation' (1) and
called upon  Africans to help 'in the
equitable distribution' of foodstuffs.

A second uppeal to the Government,
to receive a deputation was made on .
June I1lth, again this was turned dowi
Meanwhile the Government re-enacted
its Defeace Regulations which- were
repealed only & month previous, follow-
ing which a number of Trade Union
leaders were released after having
served four year sentences. The De=
fence Regulation on Press Censorship
empowers the Governor to close down
ally newspaper which publishes news
without it first being censored by the
Governinent, or which criticises any
action of the Governor or his officials.
The penalty for contravention of this
Regulation is a fine of £500 or two
years imprisonment.

When on June 21st, 150,000 adminig-
trative workers came out on strike, im-
mediately the Government suppressed
two newspapers, the ‘‘African Pilot”
and the “Daily CGomet’. The Kurop-
ean community threatened the editor

{Caontinued on Back Page.) .

Indo-China C.P. Majority
Joins 4th Internatienal

FROM “THE MILITANT"” — US.A,
Numerous signs of discontent with Stalinist policy are.,

beginning to manifest themselves among the membership of the

Communist Parties in several countries. : :
dissidents have already broken with Stalinism and fused with the

Trotskyist parties of the Fourth

The most advanced expressions of
these tendencies to date have occurred
in the French colonies. * La Venite”,
organ of the French Trotskylsts,, re-
ports that the majority of the Com-
munist Party ‘of
broken- with Stalinism and joined the
Fourth International, Although no
further details are given, from a
knowledge of the general political
background in the workers movement
there it c¢on be surmised why this
significant develepment tocok place.

Before the war a strong Trotskyist
movement existed in and around
Saigon, capital of Cochin-China pro-

vince and principal port linking
France wwith the Far Hast In the
elections to the - Saigon Colonial

Council held on Ap+il 30, 1939, the
Indo-Chinese Trotskyist candidates

behind .the scenes.

gained a  brilliant victory over a

Indo-China has’

In certain cases the

International.

coalition bstween the Stalinists and
various hurgeois elements. When the
.war broke out the French imperialists
illegalized the "Trotskyist movement
and jailed its principal leaders,
Among them was Ta-Tu-Thau, Trot-
skyist leader who was elected to the
Colonial Council,

While the Trotskyist leaders have
shown themselves to be the best -
fighters against the imperialists, the
Stalinists have become outright sup-
porters o©of the French imperialism.
Thorez, the head of the Frénch Com-
munist Party, openly declared this:
spring that his party opposed free-
dom for the colonial slaves of 1"rance.
These two factors undoubted'y yinyed:
a decisive role in producing the split
within the .Indo-Chinese Communist
Party and fusion of the majority with
1l the Fourth International.

i

AN "END TO SECRET DIPLOMACY!
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. .. .BY T BIRCHALL
~, . Under. attacks! by the Merseyside Ship-repairing employers,

25,00@ Ship Kepair workers weng

on a sit-down strike for one day.

The movement originaily began with the attempts of the Ship
Repairing bosses to return to the pre-war conditions of a 47 hour
week, Within a few days the movement changed from one of.
defending war-time comcessions to one of fighting for a 40 hour

week.

Before the VE day hangovers had ,
finaliy dissipaied, andi' hardily had thei
sound of rejoicing passed away, when
the ship-repairing employers in this
great pori began. celebrating the end
of the war in Europe in their owh
manner. : ’

The “Hard-faced men’’ piepared io
put on the pressure for the return to
pre-war conditions, as a step toward
the smashing of the unions and the
greateq regimeniation of the ship-
repair workers,

At the beginning of June, the em-
ployers  denounced  thelr overbuue
agreement with the Confederation ot
Ship-repair and lngineering Unions.
Then there begau a general tightenng |
up .ol ‘dis_cipliuu along the whole Line!
oi docks.. Kinally the big HArms ol |
Harland & Woift, Grayson Hollo’s and !
Sunderland Forge, followed by the’
emaller firms and the Masters Feder- |
ation. ibself, began to put up notices
announcing the return to the 1938 47
hour agreement, and in partieular,
that pary of the agreement which pro- |
vided that it'a man arrived for work |
more than five minutes late, he would
be locked out for the entire wmorning,
only being allowed to start at 1 p.au.

This meant that the employers were
viclating an agreement-reached at the
beginning ol the war, which stipulated
that men would be aliowed to book on
after 7.36 wa.an. owing to- travelling
diiliculties, ete. :

In the opinion of the men, this
agreement, aithough verbal, still had
full validity, because traveiling has
ceriainly become no easier, as any will
confirm who has traveiled on. the Over-
head Railway at any time up to &
o'clock in the morning, to take only
one example.

« FOR AN 8 0’CLOCK START'—
FROM DEFENCE TO ATTACK

_ But the whole point is that both
men  and nanagement realised that

Qaadidg

The fight now was the prelim-
inary bout of a great struggle which ig
to- decide whether we are going back
to the old days, or forward to hetter
conditions. The fact is that the Mer-
sey workers don’t wani io stari work
at 7.36 or 7.35 a.m. They want an
g o'glock start with a forty hour week,
The siogan of an § o'clock start spread
throughout the ship-repair industry.
Grayson, Rolie’s shop-stewards told
the management that if any men were
locked out, the whole yard would ge
out with the Ilocked-out wen, The
management proceeded to jock out a
few men, and accordingly the whole
yard went on strike. The electricians
at Sunderiand Forge struck; the men
at the Mersey Insuiation went on sit-
down strike because the management
refused io-discuss the issue with the
shop-stewards.

Meanwhile, very well attended meet-
ings of the unofficial All-Trades Shop-
stewards Emergency Committee were
being beld( and it was decided _unani-
mously that untii further notice, no
overtime would be worked, and that all
trades would report to work at 7.55
a.m. This meant working a 44 hout
week, since 5 pam. s the  normal
knocking-off time in the yards. The
8 o'clock start became a fact 1 every
yard on the line of docks, except Har-
land & Wellf's. . i

‘The movenient ‘thud ook on “not
merely the charicter of a defence ol
the war-fime concesgion, but became
an atbacking movement for an 8 o’clock
start, and the 44, liour week, as a sbep
towards the 40 hour wéel, with 47
hours pay in both cases.

HAHLAND & WOLFF'S CALL ON
CONFEDERATION TO BREAK
SILENGE

At Hariand & Woltf's the manage
tent had' been forced, right from the
start, to revert to the relaxation undel
threat of instant strike action. Dul
tho' majority of Harland’s shop-stew
ards -took the position that it was the
ditty  of - the Confederation of Ship-
repairing Unions to issuc a statement
ot -at.least: give. some indication, ol
what action the Confederation requir-
ed its members to take. They  alsc
demanded that the Confederation im-
mediately, call a mass Ineeting ol
Mersevside All-Trades Shop-Stewards
to consider the, position.

STALINIST CONFEDERATION
OFFICIALS SELL OUT

At the shop-stewards’ meeting on
VFriday June 15th, the Tixecutive of
the Confederation reported on 1t
negotiations with the employers. Bros.
Haggerty and. MeGree, "surveying a
larege and militant mecting looked a
little pale, the former frequently cased
his white collar arouni his neck, while
Leo attempted to put a beld front on
an. obvious sollout. - The negotiating

© committee, it appeared. had agreed to
revert to the Relaxation .agreement,
The. bosses had accepted that. (They
couldn’t do anything else with the 44
hour weck being an actual fact). Bub

P showered

-albne conditionsmers nod-the.naied 1

a word., 7.30 is the time, hoys, but
we have agreed with the good-hearted
management that you may be given
a little extra time if you can’t get on
the Overhead in the morning! :

The first speaker in the discussion,
a militant shop-steward, proposed an
immediate sit-down strike in all yards
to cuforce a 40 hour week with 47
hours pay. Ln this he was supported
by the delegates from Mersey Insul-
wtion, who had been on sit-down strike
anyway for several days. 1% was then
proposed  that  Conlederation leaders
tleave the hall, in view of the obvious
storm aboul to break over them, and
ihe hard things about to be said about
them.  Tlowever they all stayed, pro-
hably on the principle that an evil

vou know is hetter than one you don’t.

The Stalinist  shop-stewards  were
forced to propose a one day git-down
strike to take place on Tucsday, June
2Gth, o support Mersey Insulation
strikers, and o support Confeder-
ation’s negotintions with the employ-
ers for an 8 o’clock start. Chrighton.
and the leading Stalinist gtewards were
in the position of advocating uncon-
stitubional action to force through a
position which the Coenfederation  offi-
cinls, notably Haggerty and MceGree,
had both already sold out. . And at
the. same time Chrighton and Co.
bouguets on -these leaders
who had just sold out, saying that
they wern the best they had, ete., etc.

THE CONFEDERATION LEADERS
MUST GET ON OR
GET OUT

Througnoui  the whele movement,
culminating in the one-day sit-down
of all trades, the main question the
workers hadito face was “‘what is the
Confederation doing?”’ The cry was
gomg up from all sides that ohe word
fraom the Confederation. would dispel
the confusion, set the future course,
and rally all elements for the fight.
Butthe Confederation remained silent.
Becanse they could cither -support or
oppose the movement. If “they sup-

far o

b
tharo
to he. If on the other hand they had
openly opposed - the
workers would have had. their eyes
opened to the treacherous role of these
leaders, and they wonld net long have

survived the anger of the rank -and
Ble.  Thus the lteadership remained
gilent. The Stalinist leading stewards”

Confederation
again the de-
Confederation

acted as a cover to the
leaders.  Fime and time
mand went up for the
or oven the All-Trades Shop-Steward
C'ommiittee to convene a mass meet-
ing. But the Stalinist leaders replied
with all sorts of feeble excuses, from
saying that things werc all right as
they were, to such feeble excuses as
that thére was not a hall in Liverpool
hie enough to accommodate the work-
ers at sneh a mass meebing,

Mersey workers! Demand that the
gonfederation call a mass meeting to
consider the guestion.

Demand  that the Confederation
malke its position c¢lear. 1Is it, or is
it not, in fayour of the 8 o’clock start.

Demand that - your shop-stewards’
cease to defend the Confederation mis-
leaders who have sofd you out to the
employers.

hours pay and a wage increase to com-
pensate for the increased cost of living,

8.0.8. .
Comrades and Sympathisers, I
Your financial help is urgently

needed. The “ Socialist Appeal”
is a workers’ paper which relies
solely om the pennies and self-
sacrifice of the workers. Please
put aside a donation each weel
I from your pay packst—no matter
how small-—and send it to the
revolutionary paper. 4
Ty the next issue we will
acknowledge the donations sent
in for the Fighting Fund:
Special mention, however, must

" R.C.P.

W ealae: STALINIST WAGE
Wales ' CAMPAIGN

to the stupid hysteria of Alun Thomas

ported the movemént. it would haye |
_greater, deeper.: and more:
figh moing one than 1t turnad ot

movement, ‘the

pDemand a 40 hour week with 47.

Supplement to SOCIALIST APPEAL

i

Worried by the growing support ifor
the ideas of Revolutionary GCommunism
in South Wales, the G.P. is now g¢n-
ducting an -hysterical campaign | of
slander and vilification against our
party. 4

The much boosted anti-Trobskyist
meeting held last Sunday in Tredegar
was, from the point of view of the
C.1*. a dismal failure. Tess than 4C
people turned up to listen to-. Alun
Thomas the novorious Neath Stalinfsb
who, the posters proudly announded
as: ““The man who debated with Jogh
Haston.”’ . 1

Thomas’s slanderous tirade followed
the well worn pattern of calling All
Revolutionary  Communists---Fascisls,
and characterising ~the workers who
supported the Party as— baclewaitd
workers! He even dared to denounte
the Spanish workers of Barcelona wko

St

rows in

put forward his criticisms in a com-
radely manner and stated that he re
gretted that Trotskyists were slander.
ed as Fascists., He said that he, at
least, was convinced of the socialist
sincerity of the Revolautionary Com:
munists.

Comrade Lawrence wound up the
meeting with an appeal to strengthen
the R.C.P.’s fight to rid the Tabour
movement of the treacherous policies
and foul methods of Stalinism. After
the meeting, 3 workers applied-to join
the B.C.P. A branch of the Parly has
now been organised in Tredegar and
plans have been laid for an intensive
propaganda campaign in this-import-
ant area of South Wales, .

Comrades in other parts of 8§ Wales
are now hoping that Alun Thomas will
come to their areas and help them
also to build up the movement for

had stormed the fascist barracks with
their bare hands in 1936! Vilificatio)
can go no further than this. A
The first question came from Con-
rade Lawrence who challenged Alut
Thomas to a debate and offered o
donate £5 to the C.P. if Thomas coull
produce a singie document of Trotsky's
which had in any way supported fascy
ism or attacked the first workers
Republic. Meedless to say, Thomas
refused both challenges! :
Most .of the other guestions were |
hostile  te Stalinism;, and a stormy
atmosphere pervaded as Thomas added
lie upon lic in hiz efforts to twist oub
of such guestions as: ““Why did Stafip |
disband the Communist Internatioft-
al?’’ ‘“Is the C.P. in favour of a coal-
ition with Liberals and Tories in a
new government of ‘National Unity’ 2
The meeting ended with a vete being
taken. The result was very encourag-
ing—for the R.C.P.! 15 voted for
Alum Thomas; 8 voted for Trotskyism
(although the Trotskyist case had not
been put forward at the meetingl);
whilst R workers abstained. A majorr
ity, therefore, were against Stalinism
—either its policy or its method! -
The following evening, a meeéting in
reply to ‘the C.P. was orgardised in
Tredegar. In - every way, though the
attendance was small. the meeting was
satisfactory;- Comrade John Lawrence
effectively” exposed  the - lies " of the
Stalinists-and warned of the dangers
of the Popular Front policy now heing
put forward by the C.P.

- Only one C.P. member turned up to
defend his party and he, in contrast

Revolutionary Communism.

THE TORY
IS MY SHEPHERD
By a Neath Tin Wo-_rker

The Tory is my Shepherd,

I am in want. He maketh me

To lic on Park Benches, . .

He leadeth beside still ‘factories,

He disturbeth my Soul.

Yea, though I watk through the
Valley of Depression

[ unticipate no vecovery, for he
s with me. :

He prepareth a reduction in. my
salary

In the presence of mine enemies;

He ansotnteth wmy small income
with taxes;

My expense account is running
over;

Surely unemployment and .
ovcr'ty

Shall follow me all the days of

Cmy life ‘

And I shall dwell in a

gaged house forever,

mort

the South, Glasgow in the North,
Grimsby in the East, and Swansea in
the West are making a determined
stand against cuts in their wage pack-
ets directly following the cessation of
hostitities in Europe.

In London on the 28th May the
Western Front Agreement which gave
the dockers enhanced rates, for load
ing was serapped without consultation
with the dockers. This meant a con-
siderable drop in piece ‘work earnings
from 2/6 to as low as 1/4 per ton.

These workers, realising that they
could not meet the ever rising cost ol
living on that wage, demanded from
the National Dock Tabour Corpoeration
a living wage commensurate with that
which they had previously hbeen re-
cewing. #

This was rejected and a counter
offer was made to revise all piece work
rates, which i many cases meant a
reduction!”

Refusing “offer” dockers

this the

I'returned to day work, as provided for

in the national agreement, and not to
a “‘go slow’ policy as the. yellow press
has blazoned on its front pages in an
attempt to whip up public hostility
towards the dock workers.

PRESS DISTORTS DOCKERS’
CASE

The mnational press, true to form
and colour, has “exhorted and threat-
ened the dockers if they did not return
to “normal’’ working conditions.

As usual, the ‘“Daily Sketch” was
well in the forefront. in throwing abuse
at the dockers. On Saturday, July
14th, in an article headed “DOCKERS
WARNED", the Sketch rants:

““The men had been warned yes-
terday through the Ministry of Lab-
our statement that instead of work-
ing for employers, they might be
returned to the reserve pool. They
would then have to attend twice a
day and receive only attendance pay
if not employed."’

It does not tell its readers that this
is precisely what is taking place.

* The main theme’ of the capitalist
pross is that Tood ships for London are
having to be diverted clsewhere be-
cause of the dockers' “Go slow pol
ey’ thus causing more strain on the
already meagre rationg of the popu-

ST

News has just reached us from Aus- |
tralia of a remarkable and significant

' strike of Shipyard iron workers on the

whole of the Balmain waterfront, last-
ing over 6 weeks. This strike was |
gaused by the victimisation and dis-
missal of N. Origlass by the Stalinist
controlled Management Committee of
the Balmain Branch of the lronwork-
ers’ Federation, P
Engine. drivers, firemen and boiler-
makers came out on strike in sympathy
with the ironworkers. ; ¢y

30 Balmain shipyards were involved
and more than 3,000 workers came oui
on strike paralysing ship repair oper-
ations on the Balmain waterfront.

These workers came oubt on strike
against the bureaucratic and dictator-

be given to our soldier comrade
who responded to our urgent
appeal by sending £18 in postal
orders. Thank you, comrade,
for this magnificent domation.
You have set a. standard which
we hope many will follow,

Send your donations to:
ANN KEEN,
Business Manager,
256, Harrow Road, London, W.2.

what about the 8 u’cloqk start? Not

ial action of the union officials in dis-
U missing their democratically elected
shop official, and were prepared to
stand out for more than six weeks in
a fight to democratise their. trade
union. When the workers learned of
the bureaucratic action of the Stalin-
fist officials in depriving them of their
democratically elected delegate, hia
two fellow delegates resigned in sym-
pathy, leaving Mort Dock boilershop
without a "delegate. The lollowing
.day the workers were notified that the
executive had appointed three dele~-
gates from above, The men were so

| infuriated at this infringement of their

democratic union rights, that they de-
cided at a mass mecting to give these
executive-clocted delegates a few days
in swhich to resign, failing which they
would refuse- to work with them.

Under the direction of the Execcutive
these thrge refuseéd to resign. This
started the strike.

An indication of the feeling among
the workers was the voting at the mags !
meetings which overwhelmingly en-
dorfed the action taken by thesxMort
Dock ironworkers against the union
officials and for the “re-establishment
of democratic control .of the trade
union.” : e

The following motion * which was
overwhelmingly carried at a mass meet-
ing of the workers, sums up the
esgerice of their struggle.

*This rank and file meeting, re-
-presenting the whole of the Balmain
waterfront, affirms that union branch
officials have lost its confidence.

1t declares all official positions in
the branch vacant, and .demands- a

BY M. LEE

CIn a° vicious attack upon the strik
érs the Stalinist “Tribune’’ (May lst
1945) published the following:

““Who are the Herald’s new-found
white faired boys, ‘Lawrie’ and
‘Nick’? They are two of the rem-
nants of Trotskyism in Sydney. Both
were expéelled from the Communist
‘Party a dozen years ago.’’

““As Trotskyists, Short and Ori-
glass assert the war is a ‘capitalist
war’, and therefore it is of no con-
cern to the workers. The Trotsky-
ists believe e¢verything should be
done to wreck the war effort. They
were goaled in England and America
for doing just that.” )

‘“If the Balmain §ronworkers’ Ex-
ectutive tried to remove a saboteur
from an official position, then the
overwhelming majority of Austral-
jans will believe they have a cause
for so doing.’’

But unfortunately for the Stalinists
the overwhelming ajority - of the
memhers of the union do not believe
that - merely  because a member dis-
agrees with the current policy of -the
union officials, that is cause to remove
him.

The attacks of the Stalinists were

completely dealt with by Comrade
Short.. . The Labour Party paper,
“Century’’, 11th May reported:

““There are many unusual features
of the strike. In every case the
rank and file committee which elaims
that it is fighting for democracy has
referred . its case to rank and file
meetings. The executive of the Bal
main Branch has refused .to grant a
mass meeting. It has left the ¢on-
duct of the dispute to the Federal
officials. ]

“'The Gommos (C.P.ers) are still
in.full retreat on the Balmain water-
front, Despite frantic efforts, they
have steadily lost support at every
mass meeting.

“Their spokesmen have only been
able to get a hearing through the
good graces of the Chairman,  N.
Origlass, who is their number one
enamy. i

“At every meeting of the Balmain
rank and file an organised group of
Commo disrupters have been in at-
tendance. They have heen in a hope-

new election supervised by the Fed:-
eral Conciliation Commissioner (Mr.
D. V. Morrison) or his deputy.’
* The two feading workers in the;
strike were N. Origiass and L. Short, !

_less minority, however, and have
abandoned their attempts to dis-
organise and disrupt the meetings.

“They smarted severely under the
stinging attack upon their national

3000 _;Imantkers in 6 weeks Strike Against
] Victimised Trotskyist Militant

and international leader, Ernie
Thornton made by L. Short,
sShort flayed the opposition with
a series of quoiations from official
records to show how' the ironworker
Commos had somersaulied on the
war -issue. -He. guoted from a pam-
phiet by Thornton In which he
boasted during the early stages of
the war (before Russia entered the
conflicty that the ironworkers had
been in more strikes than any other
union, that while the miners held
“sporadic strikes, the -strikes of the
irenworkers were planned and de-
lierate anhd that the ironworkers
had made strikes their business.
““An imperialistic war’
“‘He quoted from the ‘ IRON-
"WORKER’, the official organ of the
union, in 1940. This quotation was
that in the. opinion of the Gommos
running the union, the war was an
imperialistic -war and- that there
should be a negotiated peace between
the leaders of Germany and Britain.
““Amidst plaintive and pathetic
cateails from the infuriated Coms,
Short declared that the Coms wanted
a negotiated peace when Hitler was
statlking triumphant through Europe,
and when much blitzed Britain would
have had to accept a peace dictated
by Hitler, . ‘
““Ray Little, chief spokesman for
the Coms. only got a hearing because
of Origlass.” ' )
This strike has tremendously dam-
aged the prestige of the Australian
Clommunist Party and exposed them
not only locally, but nationally before
the militant and essentially democrat-
ically minded Australian working class.

Comrade Origlass has a solid rank
and file support among his fellow
workers on a militant basis. He or-
ganised the Balmain Workers' Social
Club, a meeting - place for militant
workers, which became so popular that
the Stalinists were foreed to set up an
opposition club—the Balmain Iron-
workers’ Social and Cultural Com-
mittes, but without success. ‘
Comrade Origlass  also  published
from time to time a roneod newspaper
“Rising Tide.”

There can be no doubt  that the
| Australian Trotskyists are gaining in-
i fluence among the working clags move-
ment, and are taking the lead in the
l'struggles of the workers for hetter
conditions. In this struggle the de-
‘ mocratisation of the trade uniong is
the ossential pre-reguisite for their
conversion into fighting organs of the
working class,

Dockers as far apart as London in{

Bosses Declare War
on London Dockers
~ Vicious Wage Cuts

BY N. PENTLAND

lation! This is far from the truth,
for when the situation is examined we
find that in the London Docks thou-
sands of men have been standing idle
for nearly three weeks, receiving the
mere pittance of 12/- per day attend-
ance money. ;

Ships have been diverted and held
back from London, not because of the
so-called “““go slow policy’” but because
doclers are demanding a living wage
for discharging the cargoes. The dock-
ers have, and quite rightly, regarded
this as a vicious atback on them in
the form of a lock out.

The “Daily Worker”, renegade
organ of His Majesty’s Communist
Party, has not been a great deal more
helpful in the interests of the dockers.
It has merely reiterated the exhort-
ations and warnings of the Ministry of
Tabour and ‘the pleas of Donovan,
National Dock Officer of the T.&G. W.
T. to return to normal conditions at
cut rates.

TASKS OF THE DOCKERS IN
THE GOMING PERIOD

With the end of hostilities iu lurope
many sections of the working . class
have had their first experience of just’
what the capitalist class have in store
for them in the way of unemployment,
wage cuts and lowering. of working
conditions.

In order to combat these atbacks it
is imperative that.the workers attend
their trade union branch mectings and
ingist that the E.C.s break the fetters
of the industrial truce and turn the
Trade Unioms from appendages of the
employing class into fighting organs of
the working class. ' .

The immediate task of the London
dockers ig to publicise their case to
all dock workers for moral and finaa-
vial assistance nationally; to contact
(+lasgow, Liverpool.' Grimsby, Fdin:
burgh and Swausea dockers; to thrash
out a militant line of action together;
to oo forward on the demand which i=
affecting all dockers; i.e. increase in
the basic rate.

To allow the struggle to remain a
local, issue, as the Stalinist controlled
‘‘pProgressive Committee’ did in the
last big strike, is to doom the. dock-
ers’ struggle to failure.

Reports  coming  inc to * the' ‘office of the !
activity of the Branches and members In the
General Eleetion caumpaign are very entouT=
qging. Wherever we had open air piatﬂﬂ‘ms
sur comrades received n sympathetic hearing
and suppuort frum‘ the audicnce. Substantial

sums of moeney were collected avound these

platforms.

Noltinghorn: Our comrades assisted ihe Tabour
Party in ilg clection campaign and contact
made with Labour Party members. The work
in , the district was appreciated by, Labour
Party membars who saw that the Trotskyisis
ware prepared to work alongside the rank
and file Labour workers in spite of their
criticisms.

Successful open air meetings were held on
Clouncil House Sguare on Sundays,” with
Comrades Wincl, Healy and, Atkinson out-
lining our eléction policy. On each occasion
the audiences, which numbered from 3. to 400,
showed great interest in cur * Labour to
Power ' 'policy and good questions were aslead.
The collections averaged 14/- to 15/- ahd
literature sales were high.

‘Thege open air meetings proved so SUCCERS-
ful that the Nottingham Branch has declded
to zontinue with them every fortnight, during
the summer months. -

Branch Secretary, Comrade
“ In election activity all ‘our
members have been busy. 1 mysell organised
a canvassing campaign and enlisted C.P.
members to assisi me. We covered over 4,000
houses, sold literature, .distribufed leaflets and
did a hit of fly-posting. 3

© We alsoc covered most of the big meetings
with ¢ Secialist  Appeal ?.  Comrade GGt
(Miner) gave up his V43 Day heliday and
assisted the Lahour Party all day, We sold
750 ‘¢ Saciallst Appeals *’.

Leeds: The
Gifford writes:

Glasgow: Special sales were held in GraenoZk,
where the electorate was nearly flattened by
the welght of propaganda of four candidates.

Approximately 12 open air meetings wers
held, addressed by Comrades Tearse and Ward
and other meetings each Sunday, Four factory
gate meetings were also held. ‘Attendances
were gcod and collections rose  steadily to
£1 65. 10d. at the Hve of the Poll meeting.
1,600 ** Sccialist Appeals — were socld mainly
at our own meetings and Labour Partv
maeetings.

We took pert in large scale chalking - of
the streets which greeted Churchill at his
major ‘meeting in Clasgow and which drew
comment Ifrom the logal press. OQur slogans
and those of the C.P. covered all the
approaches to Blytheswood Square, where
Churchill gpoke. Our main slogans = were
s Remember Grzece! ' *° Down with Churchill
and his Tories! ™’ ‘* Remember 126! and
. Labou~ to Power!’

meetings. heard our slogans in selling the
¢ Gopialist Appeal 7 than at any time since
the arcests. It will be essential to follow this
up with stable and regular open air meetings
so that workers who heard us in the electlon
wlll know where to hear us again. .

Edinburgh: Two well attended meetings were
held on the Mound on Tuesday and Wednesday,
the eve of the poll, in support of '‘ Labour
to Power’’. Ther2 were about 350 at the
first, and 500 at the second. Leaflets were
digtributed. Reception was not e favourable
as in lasgow, but it would he safe to say
that a majority were {avourable. The
speakers at the-mestings were Comrades Tait.
Ward ard Baird, . Attacks on Churchill were
listened to ‘without opposition, and in fact
with 1 measure of sSupport, mainly: from
working class housewives. At thesd and
Labour Party meetings 250 “Socialist Appeals®™
were gold. . 3
Birmingham: Our activities were dlrected into

two channels—individual assistance te our local -
Labour Parties, and an indzpendent cam-

paign. Qur comtrades and sympathisers

warksd in three constituencies for the Labour

Party, assisting- in canpvassing, touring round

with loud speaker, whitewashing the streets

and help in commitee rooms. Our streef
(Continued on page 4)

Probably imore workers have heard us at -

.
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. to be. a success.
‘ they

CAnd Cconsume imore, R HE e
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EDITORIAL

The growing number of strikes in the
couniry are a ‘warning of the attacls
the capitalist class are preparing to
launch on the workers’ standards of
life.

Certain war bonuses have been taken

away from the merchant seamen and
dockers. ~This is tantamount fo a
And it is these cuts which
the dockers are reqiqting by strikes
and protests.
. Different mn;-thoda of wringing more
profit from the workers are being
applied in the rase of the busmen.
New schedules are being introduced
which intensify the amount of work
without added remuneration to com-
pensate fer it. It is against this that
the country bus workers employed by
the L.PT.B. and the Midland Red
company workers striock.

Still more subtle methods are being
devised to lower the earnings of those

. employed in the engineering industry.

Workers are declared “redundant” in
some factories and are sent frowa the
empleyment exchanges to other em-
ployers, who 'have weork available at
Iower ‘wages. Workers who have had
time - rates and bomuses, arve sent - tn
jobs where only basic rates are paid.
This means anything up to fifty per
cent. wage cuts for such worlkers,
#* *® %

Side by side with these “practical ”
measures, an ideological campaign is
being waged in the capitalist press.

Lord Rotherimerz’s papers, through
polite ~editorials, appeal to the

“ semsible ” trade union leaders to keep

 better control over the rank and fifiz

amd prevent them from resisting the
attacks.

Mosi ominous however is the tone
set  im the current issue of the
“ECONOMIST"”. 1In the opinion of
that section of the capitalist class for
which this organ speuks “ Labour’s
Responsibility ” consists in yxeldmg to
“the d&*mands of the employers in the
coming period. The trade unions,
they state, will have a lot to give if
the economic policy of the nation Is
'The British worker,
imaeply, wuvmnlike his Amerigan
brother is he"()nmmg # imbined. with the
Mdea that it is possible to produce less

What
this  megns is  that “they”, the
capitalists, ‘are determined to hang un
to their profits at fhe expense of the
working  class.

Unemployment, the age-old economic

weapon of the bosses, is brought
out by ~way of a threat ‘'T'he
“BCONOMIST " bluntly states: “ Un.
less some means can be devised to
prevent: the wnions from. taking
advantage . . . full employment will be

a viery dangerous state of affairs.”

*

Coming events cast’ their shamows
before. Vicious slashes at the
workers’ living standands are now on
the capitalist agenda. They will not
even wait until their imperialist was
is ended. Neither must the workers.
It is the imperative duty of the toilers
to resist any further ldwering of
wages or conditions. The workers
must stand fast. They must stand
together. The dodkers and busmei
are giving the lead.

Sexpense

[.LL.P.

Without Programme or Perspectnve

An honest assessment of the I.L.P.
in the Generai Election must -surely
reveal to all left wing members . that
their party has come through - this
election like a ship without a rudder.

It was an [.L.P. in confusion that
entered the eiection under the negative
slogan of ‘“‘Keep out the Tories'.
However, despite its slogan it retain-
ed its candidaies at Bilston and Brad-
ford East—not without the gualms of
some of its members. No clear state-
ment was ever made in the ‘‘New
Leader’ as to the reasons for opposing
the Labour Parly here.’

[.L.P.ers had been told that then
tuslk was to keep the Tories out, yet
here was the 1.1.P. splitting the vote
and even admitting the danger that
at Kast Bradford the Tory might gei
! Sorely this state of affairs - de
manded a very clear justification? Tt

conld have been jJustified, had the
1.1.P. leadership been separating the
.13, from the policy of the Labow
Party and bringing out sharply an op-

the reformisin
atd  1ts
foreign

position to the Jap war,
of "the Labour ~leadership
sagerness to carry on the
pelicy of the ruling clags.
But - over a very loug period the
““New Leader’ has been blurring over.
every difference with the - Labour
Party. In the by-elections they have
fought, they have drawn no sharp lme
between themselves and the Labour
Party; on the contrary they welcomed
any assoctation of the Labour Party
with themselves. ln.the setting which
the §,L.P. leadership gave 1%, this
putting up of these two candidates be-
came a parliamentary manoeuvre, a
bargaining counter in the moves for
affiliation, and ' a pigued reprisai

against the Labour Party’s opposition.

to McGovern.

The reason g@iven: in the ‘“‘New
Leader’” for the clash with the Labour
Party was not that it wis a question
uf different programmes- none of the
statements of tho candidates: in the
“‘New Leader” of July 7th deals with
the Labour Party or its progranie—
but was that the I.L.P. thought that
it had a better chance than the. Labour
Party of defeating the Tories. The
author of “Behind the News’> (New
Leader June 30th) declaved ‘‘the re-
sult of Bifston will depend on which
candidate—I.L.P. or Labour—can con-
vince the workers that he "has the
greater chance of defeating the Tory.”
The same went for Fast Bradford. Sc
we can see that the result of the elec.
tion depended gn the I.L.I’. counvincing
the workers, not of the correctness Ul
its policy, but of its mathematical
calculations!

In Bilston the leadership’s poh(‘y hore
fruits entirely at variance' with the
glowmg et be ENoww--Lioncl-

that of the Labour Party,

"the ](‘Sp()ll‘ﬂh]llt\

Flounc

BY W, WHITFIELD

the werkers cannot see any reason why
the I.L.P. should split the vote. Hence
their hostility and what the “New
Leader’” calls . o landslide against
Katon 1n Bilston. -

In East Bradford, again the I.T.J.
was gaining its vote, not on the basis
of the difference of its programme to
but by main-
ly appealing to the traditions and
memory of IFred Jowett who was a
prominent [.1,.P.er. ”

That the 1.L.P., lacking in principled
policy, conld not give a lead to the
disgriented mombnsinp hag been made
abundantly clear. Their analvses of
the General Eelevtion struggle as being
simply one of Left versus Right, and
their instructions to mnembers to sup-
port the “‘best” Socialist with the
“'best” chance has been no lead at all.
1t has been a vessel out of which
[.L.I?.ers have poured any policy which
suited their individual tastes, support-
ing, Common Wealth, Indgpendunt or
Iull)mu Party, according +to their
whims and (]omeo of undelstar*dmg,
which must have caused differences 111
districts and even branches.

The action of a number of those
sectariang who, as reported in the last
article, had in the past a “principled
intransigiance’” to a link up with the
Labour Party, have proved a classical
example  of  scctarianism  being - the:
(_:pposlle side of the coin to oppﬂrtunm
ism.  The spectacle 'of these members,
rushing from a position in which Lhev
described the Labour Party as “‘dead’’,
and in any case very little  different
froni the Tory Party, to support of
the Labour Party ‘'which led them in
some cases to put an appearance on
Labour Party platforms—putting for-
ward the 1.P. programme—displayed
the complete I)anmupir\ of their
theories,

I.L.P.ers would do well to study
carefully Fenner Brockway’s summing
up of the election. Brockway stresses
again the sense of frustration in -the
party. That sense of frustration exists
becausz of the policy of the leadership;
their mangeuvres with the L.P.
on the - election; their policy "which |
led the party into a position where:
it was fighting the Labour Party in
Bilston and East Bradford with no
clear dis:inguishing programme, while
in other areas complete and uncon-.
-ditienal support was bemg given fo the
Labour Party.

Brockway, of course does nnt pm
on himself and. ¢ther leadéts.  Hel
(Llldh ses. 1t.ag ,bmucr due . to the small-
ness of the 1.0.P. i Pace of the forces:
of tha Tahour: Party and_ Tory Party ™

er’ 'at the beginning of the campaigmy.
Suddenly, on July 14th &he “New
leader” informs ity readers that the
figures of the election may not be
good. The reason it gives, is that the
Labouwr Party had superior organis-
ation. But thp real reason here is that
1he chickens have cone honie to roosk
Although FEaton stands on  the left
wing of the leadership of the L.T1.TP.
the high vote atl the by-election whick
he fought at Bilston was given to him
not because of his personal popularity,
but because the workers identified the
I.L.P. with the Labour Pariy. Now,

with no shap lines being drawn by the
I.L.P, between the two organisations,

‘But a small party 'with ‘2. corvect 1o

voliitionary pnh(v vhich wonld hayve
assessed tho_ sWing of the workers to
the Labour Party, and on the basis of

_tlw ‘approach, O\prt‘bS(‘d in the slogail

“Lahour to Power’, would have felt
no fruStration but would have grasped
at. the possibilities uf the situation.’
IMowever the T.L.I.. far from gaining
from the favourable possibilities of the
election, has emerged weaker.

It is true that DBrockway, in  his
articles again and again seeks to en-
thuse jaded IL.P.ers with the possi-
Lilities of the future. Basig himself
on his memories of the ‘resurrection’
of the T.1.P. after the last war, he
holds'out as a goad to the member:
ship a future of increasing militancy’
on the part of the Labour movement
i which the T.L.P. will find its place.

It s undoubtedly true thore exist
great possibilities in the future period
for a party seeking to lead the work-
ers towards the conguest of power.
But. that party must have. a revolu-
tionary programme  and a . Marxist
understanding  which venables it to

American C.P. to be
Reconstituted

French Stalinist Forewarns Change

BY D. JAMES

It seems that the American Stalin-
ists are going to do another somer-
sault. )

Our readers will remember that in
‘May, 1944, the U.S. Communist Party
was dlssolved and re-formed-inte a
political association, its members being
instructed to support the Democratic
Party of U.S. capitalism. * Earl Brow-
der, its Secretary, sang hallelujahs in
‘praise of capitalism, and their most
notorious trade union leader, Harry
Bridges, came out in favour of a no-
strike pledge after the war. For a
year the leaders of this party com-
peted with each other in prostrating
themselves. before Wall Street,

The only full news of the mew turn
we have yet received comes from “‘Le
Monde”, the Trench = semi-official
newspaper, of June'21st, 1945. Only
slight hints have crept into the Brit-

ish press. The British Stalinist press
bhas been silent’ as the grave on the
mattet.

FRENGCH STALINIST LEADER
 ATTACKS BROWDER

In th(' April issue of ‘‘Cahiers du
Commuhlsme ** (the Wrench equivalent
of “TaBlfr Monthl¥""). Jacques Duclos

* wrate alarticle attacking Browder for

condemning his
from Marxst-

dissolvirg the Party,
action @8 a d(-\ifltion
Leninist idoctrine.
Such afpublic attack by -one section
of the Stdlinist movement on another
can mean tboly onme thing: that Stalin

is issuing his orders to “the Amerman

4 w

BROWDEE PRESIDES OVER
DISSOLUTION OF AMERICAN GCP,

‘Stalinists and using Duclos as his
mouthpiece.

Browder and Co. were rather slow in
reacting. Poerhaps they were tempor-
arily stunned. In any case, Duclos’
article was ignored in America jnhil
2 columnist in the “New York World
Telegram’’ printed the news on May
92nd. Turther silence being impoessible
the New Yoerk “‘Daily W_orker‘.', two
days later, printed the text of Duclos’
article with an introduction by Brow-
der.

AMERICAN STALINISTS

“ RECOGNSE MISTAKES ”

In this introduction, Browder fol-
lowed the routine familiar in the Stal-

T
1944,

inist movement, and made a “confes-
sion’® ( similar to Pollitt’s “‘recog-
nition'’ of his ‘‘error’ in supportm;_
the war in September, 1939).. While
not endorsing Duclos’ conclusions,
Browder said that his opinions should

' be considered with respect, and might

lead ‘““American Marxists® (!}  to
reconsider their attitude. Especially
in view of “‘a new period of sharpening
strugles,’ crises and profound changes
which was opening up.”’
But sackeloth and
won't save. Browder.
Stalinist line changes. a new ‘‘leader’’
always cowmes to thu fore. We remem--
ber how Dutt eclipsed Pollitt during
‘Continued on Back Page.) -
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Whenever the
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characterise correctly the development
of the workers and the role of their
‘parties:. The I.L.P. leadership has
peither a revolutionary programme
nor a Marxist undersianding.  DBrock-
way sees the development -of the Lab-.
our Party to militancy and what he
.calls. an “international socialist pos-
ition’’ not as a result of the pressure
of the workers and a conscions desire
of the leaders to retain their hold on
them, but as a result-of the reform of
the lLabour party.  He sces the Lab-
our party as something like a bad boy
who will learn the error of its ways
and -in the future get on to the right
road in company \\Ith Brockway, Me
Nair and Cc. :

. The workers in the 1.1..72, w}m have
assessed the main task in building a
revolutionary party in Britain in the
future, as one of breaking the hold of
reformism on the workers, must real-
ise that Brockway and Co. arve already.
foutlining now the rele they will play
fin , the period when the workers are
entering the great class struggles that
gface, us.  Such a period demands a
revolutionary intransigeance both to
‘the ruling class * and  reformism,
scoupled with an ability to teach the
‘workers on-the basis of their experi-
ences.  Yet every lssue of the ‘“New
‘Leader’’ shows the lcadership wielding
hot unh to reformist pressure but to
‘that of the ruling class. In the “New
Leader” of July 14th, Brockway ad-
dmb:nw himself not to the workers but
to ‘‘democrats’’ and stoops to that
lowest form of language—parfiament-
ary language o fwhich the ruling
He +alks of
a Mr. Churchill *“who. has always been
the enemy of the workers . . . but for
the- greater part of his career therg
“were capacities in him which one. could
respect . . . He went to the heart of
issues, he - raised fundamental prin-
clples 2T A

Thiat may be a very gentlemanly way
to ‘deseribe Churchill, but the polit-
ician “who in “this way adds fo the
Churchill  hysteria whipped up by the
gutter .press; who deseribes in  this
way the personification of ruling class
‘hypocritical exploitation of workers’
ideals, and its cunning unscrupulous
opposition to all struggles of the op-
pressed—has not a grain of revolution-
ary spirit in him.

The Brockways are tired of isolation
and want duhpm‘n«el\ to sink their re-
-spoumbﬂnws in the fold of the Labour
'P'nt) The honest left wing of the
T.L.P. mnst gee that a leadership like
this ‘which leaves the party to flounder
during a Gietieral: Election, will never
be “capable ‘of dleading ‘the. workers
through the 1111g31ty struggles that lie
tnhead Only a party with a revolu-

‘the: victory in - thHose struggles.. To
-struggle for_that is the lesson which

vuusnar%MarxlstﬂGgramme_ﬂan ensure | - st

‘the left- must learn from the role of
the ! I. P. in the election.

Organise

orkers

ust Control Vigilante

Committees

The
is spreading.

Housing Vigilantes movement
in Brighton a chimney
sweep, -Harry Crowley, B55-year-old
veteran of the last war, formed a
“‘direst~astion’’ committee which took
over an emptiy house and installed in
it the wife and family of a naval petty
officer.

This was at the beginning of July.

Since then the Brighton Vigilantes
have made further similar moves which
have met with varving measures of
success. Many of the Brighton land-
lords now keep their emptly premises
bolted and lecked, and on at least one
oceasion police have been there o pre-
vent “unlawful” occupation, Similav
movements are now springing up in
other areas. At the time of writing
there are reports of Vigilantes in Lin-
coinshire, Southend, in London dist-
ricts, Acton, Maida vale and
Lewisham.

Chief among the obstacles in the
way of a national housing programme,
arc the vested interesis stemming from
the private ownership of the land and
the huilding industry.

Hven where local authorities are at-
tempting to acquire sites in order to
crect council houses for workers” and
returning soldiers, they are being ob-
qtlutted dt every “urn, "The racket in
site prices is- too well known to need

repetition, but even this tremendous
obstacle is far from being the only
one. [n MNewmarket, where it 1is

claimed by the local Labour candidate
that the slums are worse than - any-
where else in the whole of Lumpo in-
cluding the Balkan countries, the hous-
ing committes is ynable to obtain land
for building sites bocause it is needed
by the idie rich for the breeding and
training of racehorses! At Appleby in
Westimorland and at Skipton, York-
shire, housing programmes are being
stalled due to a disagreement hetween
the local councils and the owners of
two old feudal castles. These feudal
“harcns” object to the proposed use
of land adjacent to the castles as
housing sites. They claim that houses
erected by the councils would obstruct
the views from their castles! In the
blitzed industrial aveas, Liverpool,
Coventry, ete., such obstructions
abound. d

So-much for the landlords. The pos-
ition is no- better regarding the other
‘sharks, the private builders. A small
firm i Edgware, Middlesex, submitted

‘ p]ans for ‘the rapid produgtion, at low

of  pre-fabricated’ permanent
7 Thege would ™~ he~ Basically -

engineering -job and go far to over-
come the shortage “of huilding labour.

By HAROLD ATKINSON

building capitalists through their in-
strument the Ministry of Works who |
stated: *‘Toe much accommodation at
possibly too low rents is going to hit
other peopie.”’ Such examples typity
the general position,  TUntil these ob-
stacles are swept away; until the Jand-
lords and building capitalists are ex-
propriated and the building industry
placed  under workers’ control the
housing position will only become more
and more hopeless.

The [ailure of British capitalism to
provide homes for the masses, while
the ruling classes  have themselves
accommodation to. spd: is the sparl(
which has set the “‘direct-action™
movenient in motion.

And whilst the ultimate
cml\ to be immd under socialism, this
loqu]klilmnnw by Vigilantes and
worlers' committees of omptv houses,

particularly those not needed by their
wealthy owners, at least serves to
alleviate the most chronic cases of
housing shortage. This type of activ-
ity is capturing the popular imagin-
ation and will in all probability %pledd

Up to now the Vigilante movement
appears’ to have concerned itself onlv
with the problems of the servicemen’s
famibies. 1t is essential that the wives
and families of the serving men should
be cared for by such direct-action com-.
mittees,  Butl it should not be left to
ex-servicemen as such to give leader.
ship mm such a movement, It is the
duty of militant workers to participate
and give leadership in order to render
more effective and broaden the scope
ef the Vigilante housing movement and
above all te prevent such movements.
from - providing a basis for divisions in
the ranks of the working class along
the lines of ex-servicemen and work-
ers who have not been in the forces.
It is necessary fo arouse the widest
strata of the Labour movement to
take over such activities and give them
a clear CLASS orientation.

By moving resolutions in the trade
union branches,  trades councils and
Labour and Co-operative parties, dratw-
ing attention to the fact that there- is
empty living accommodation available
whilé people remain homéeless! and de-
~manding the organisation by the local
Labour movement of ‘workers’ com- -
mittees to apportion the available ac:
commodation, we can bring into oper-

b(ﬂ u Lm nois

rotion; as an sotiow slogan; our—pro=
grammatic ~demand for sllocation cf
housing under (011tr0] of tennnts ‘com-

But thi$ proposal was blocked by -the

mﬁﬁsees

italy has a new cabinet. Bonomi
‘has given place to Ferruccio Parri,
leader of the Action Party--the ltal-
ian equivalent to the Bi“ltlsh GCommon
Wealth.

The Stalinist and reformist press
hall the new government as a ‘“victory
for the working class’’. In fact, no-
thing has been changed. A few cabineti
posts have been juggled about, the
Action and Socialist Parties are now
in the government instead of giving
“ gritical support’ from without.
Otherwise its the same old faces and
the same old policies—or rather lack
of policies.

Two issues held up the formation of
the new government for fifty- two days.
First; thme was the question of the
Premiership,- Both the Christian De-

mocrats, speaking for the Vatican,
and bho Socialists wanted the post.
Parri, representing the radical wing

of the middle class, was pushed for-
‘ward as a c0111p1'mnibe Then the fight
started all over again. The Christian
Democrats and the Socialists once more
pushed forward their .respective candi-
dates—this time for the key position
of Minister of Interior. In view were
the forthcoming elections for the Con-
stituent Assembly. The Minister of
Interior would be in a position to
manipulate the votes—thus the parties
which constitute the Gommitiee of
‘National liberation openly showed their
distrust of each other.

Throughout the crisis there were
constant meetings between the repre-
sentabives of the six parties. There
were constant comings and goings to
and from the Royal Palace, where the
various leaders went to consult Crown
Prince Umberto, Ldeutenant of the
Realn. There were inlerviews between
the party leaders and the British and
American  Ambassadors. Everyone was
consuited—except the mass of the ltal-
ian people. No one thought of con.
sulting them about their future gov-
ernment. HEverything was done behind
closed doors, without the knowledge of
the people, who were compelled to plfw
the role of passivé onlookers while
their destinies were heing de(nded by
their “leaders’’. This deal is whai
tho Stalinists and Sodialists hail as a
“victory for the working class.”

. In actual fact, the forces of reaction
have come out of the crisis consider~
ably strengthened. It was precisely
such recurvent goverhmental crises
which enabled Mussclini and the Fas-
cists to play on the theme that demo-
cracy was bankrupt and unable to
create “stability’’.

Of all the partles, the Stalinist have
suffered the greatest Toss in prestige.
‘For weeks Togliatti was the target of
ribald comment in the right-wing

(alian Cabinet ¢

BY PEEK — (ITALY)

press.
“Domani di Itafia’:

‘‘'Sjnce when has Signor Togliatti
heen so particular about the govern-
ments he served in. Not only did he
serve ‘in both Bonomi cabinets, but
he also participated in the Badoglic
government, under the rotten King
Victor Emmanuel IELL.”

It is generally agreed that both the
Socialist and Action Parties' have
gained considerably at the expense of
the Stalinists. The wing of the Soc-
ialist Party, led by Ignatio Silone,
which 1s opposed to fusion with the
Communist Party, has also been con-
siderably- strengthened and within the

C.P. the anti-Togliatti feeling is

growing, _
Nenni’s prestige has soared con-

siderably. His arrest by the British

authorities did his reputation no harm,
cspecially as Togliatti was lefi -un-
molested” thou;h he too broke the ‘‘no
 speeches’” ban during the same period,
Nenni stumped the country with a
series of demagoic speeches, which
found ready response in the militant
mood of the workers, Prophetically
Nenni declared: “X have no intention
of playing the role of a Noske.” He
said nothing about playing the role of
a Kerensky, .

Meanwhile, real power remains in
the hands of Anglo-American imper-
jalism. The key posts of Ministers of
the Army, N.nfv and Alr cannot be
filled withont Allied approval. This
gives the Allies complete control of
the Ttalian armed forces, as an_auxil-
iary to the occupation troops. In the
North, AMG remains in virtual con-
trol.

Thers is no way in which the new
government can solve the grave ecom-
omic crisis, The faect that Togliatti
is now Minister of Justice instead of
Deputy Prime Minister, that Nenni is
now inside the cabinet instead of out-
side it, wili not provide johs for ltaly's
hundr_ecls of thousands of unemployed,
it wili not enhance the value of the
lire or curb the Black Market. No
shulfling or re-shuffling of ministerial
posts can accomplish this. lven the
bureaucracy of 24 under- secrefaryships
which have heen created to satisfy all
the party claims for cabinet posts will
not contribute to a solution of Ttaly’s
grave problems.

Ttaly needs an expanding agnmt]ture
to provide food for her hungry mill-
ions, This cannct bhe accomplished on
the basis of the present private owner-
ship of land, most of which is in the

hands of the big landowners. Only

Wrote the Christian Uemocrat |

E

rthe drastic re-division of the land and-
its collectivisation under a plannad
economy can create the conditions nec-
essary for the modernisation of ltaly's

agrarian economy, which alone can in- .
sure ‘the increased production. Italy

provide jobs for her unemployed. and.
te maintain and improve the standard
of living of the masses. Only the nat-
lonallsatmn of mdustry‘under work-
ers' control and the introduction of a
sliding scale of wages with a Basic
minimum- arid "a sliding scale: of "hours,
corresponding to the needs of produc~
tion can accomplish this, Ttaly needs,

not a new Premier and new allocation
of cabinet posts, bat the active partici-
pation of the worker and peasant mass-
es in the political and economm life
of the country.

The faith with whmh t}-le Ttalian
workers streamed baclk into their
traditional parties as the Tascist re-
gime came crashing down, is ,c.r,Jadua,Hy
giving way to cynicism, This last
crisis was marked by the Lompieto in.
difference shown hy the workers to its
outcome. They cry for bread and jobs;
and get a new Premier, As yet, this
cynicism has not yet found positive
expression. The Ttdlian workers have
‘not yet found the road to the pro-
gramme of Trotskyism, the programme
of the Socialist Revolution.

They: still
hope that a few more Socialists o1
Communists in the coalition cabinet

will help to solve their problems. To
completely expose the Stalinist and
Socialist . quacks, the Workers Com-
munist Party, - Italian Section of the
Fourth International, are pushing for-
ward their demand that these parties
break with their capitalist allies, thal
they put their programme to the test
by forming a Socialist-Communist Goy-
ernment. . There is no doubt that such
a step would meet with enthusiastic
support from the workers and peasants
By thus re-asserting their class inde-
pendence, they would also- prepare .
themselves for the mnext  step—the
overthrow of capitalism and its insti-
tutions, thesetting up of a Government
of Workers’ and Peasants’ Councils
which alone cau bring order out of the
cconomic crisis and prepare the way
for Socialism.

But for ITtaly, as for other countries,
there can be no national solution of
the crisis.” The question of Trieste
brihgs sharply home the complete in-
terdependancy of Furopean ~economy
and the anachronism of national front-
iers. Only within the framework of
the Tnited Socialist States of Kurope
can Ttaly finally recover from the havoc
of two decades of Fascism and five.
years of war. Only on this road can
she return to her rlghtful place among .

the nations,

necds increased industrial activity to .. .
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The Truth About
- Aldershot

'( Continued from page 1)

After this display the rage of the
men knew no bounds. Faced with
violence that had arisen out of a situ-
ation stupid and ridiculous to  start
with, they reacted in the only way
their conditioning would allow . them
to. Trained for years to the axiom:
“Any time you are in doubt don’t re-
main inactive—de somethingl'' they
carried into effect what training and
battie  experience had taught them.
'fhe fire engine was speedily put out
of commission and then the lads gave
their answers to the demonstration of
force they were faced with, by knotk-
ing out every window within reach as
a protest against the treatment they
were receiving. Also as a warning of
fvhat was to come should they continue
to be kept penned up and discrimin-
ated against,

Climbing on a jeep a colonel] tried to
pacity the already aroused and em-
bittered men with lying promises and
was howled down, hundreds shouted
angrily: *'We've heard that bunk be-
fore—get off that truck and shut up
‘or we'll pull you off!” “We were
here long before the Yanks came over,
what's the idea of sending them baock
firgt?"! . :

1f ever anyone got a raw deal these
lads are getting one. For they are
‘nearly all men with 5 years service
or more in the Army and are just re-
turned from the continent, Volunteers
for the Pacific war, théy are among
the very first ones to enter the Can-
dian Forces in '39, ’40 and ’41. The
majority are veterans and battle-
tested, the people whom the capitalist
press in the past spoke of as: “Those
splendid Canadians who came here in
England's darkest hour”. Today they
are being slandered as were the Brit-
ish miners in the spring of 1944 who
with soms and brothers in the front
lines, were forced to fight against
damnable conditions at home and brave
the insults of journalists who a few
years back were Hitler’s friends.

The contemptible lie that all the
trouble here was caused by a tiny per-

centage of malcontents and ringlead- |

ers, is as false as is the story that
the majority of the men were not in
sympathy with those against whorp_hre-
engines and the mailed fist of military
law were unsuccessfully used. The
truth is that the action of the men
was spontaneous and in direct answer
to provocation arising out of develop-
ments over which they had no control.

Fear of developments to come,' with
hundreds of thousands of young vet-
erans, still to be repatriated from the

" continent and of political repercus-
gions in Canada, will be the chief
factors holding vicious retaliatory
measures in check.:

The reason why Canadian troops are
denied access to shipping that wauld
land them home in a few days, while
‘American, units are being taken ovex

_first despite their much shorter period
of service Is due to deliberate policy on
the part of American capitalism. Am.
erican imperialism controls the ship-
ping pool. Churchill in his talks with
Roosevelt on a joint effort in the war
against Japan had to fight l:lo_ggedly
for the right of British capitalism to
send any troops at all to the Far East.
The American capitalist class much
preferred to finish the job on their own
once Germany had been dealt with.
None realise better than the English
ruling class, howeva, the truth of the
old ‘adage that: ‘*Posession is nine
points of the law”, and so they pre-
ferred to liberate their own rubber

other places free ali by thomselves,
British capitalism today is under the
‘dominance of Wall Street and the
primary concern of Washington in
moving troops will be dictated by what
measures best serve their immediate
interests. So - they "are embarking
their own forces independent of the
situation created by the disappoint-
ment of others, and curtly disregard-
ing the protests of Canadian author-
ities who clearly see trouble ahead for
themselves. . 7
In the army-controlled newspaper
“Maple Leaf”’ dated July 9th, there
is an article hy Wallace Reyburn,
Montreal Standard correspondent, in
which he implies that an nsignificant
minority had caused the trouble -in
Aldershot and in so doing had created
ill-feeling amongst the townspeople and
ruined the respect of the citizens for
Canadian troops.

The facts are that the Aldershot
people have known the Canadians for
years, have seen our  lads day after
day carrying ‘on willingly enough and
showing no small share of good nature
and good humour, honest in  their
dealings, considerate of cthers, -court-
eous to womenfolk, a bit rough-hewn
perhaps judged by the cultural stan-
dards to which the English middle
class aspire oi adhere, but nevertheless
a good and dependable bunch of plugs
as men come and go. Tens of thou-
sands of pounds of their pay has been
spent here and the Canadian soldier
is no piker when it comes to putting
his money on the counter, )
And the Ganadian soldiers in demon-

themselves in the eyes of the people
who live and work here, and who real-
ise the boys had no personal resent-
ment against them.

The action taken was forced upon
themn as the result of a situation
created by Internaticnal  dickering
which had as its objgetive the welfare
of Canadian troops as a last consider-
ation. Among the soldiers here there
ts no small regard for the qualities of
the” people of this country. 20 thou-
sand Canadian have so far entered
applications to make their homes in
England. This in contrast to the last

here at the finish and when nearly 50
per cent of the army strength consisted
of men who were British born. 1n
this war only 10 per cent of the Can-
adian forces are other than native' sons
and the number who have come here in
this last war is slightly increased over
1914-18.

The Canadian worker in uniform has
benefitted by his experience in Britain,
his outlook has broadened and his level
of . political development is far higher
than it was when leaving Canada. More
troops ''voted  C.C.F.. (The Canadian
Socialist Party) than for either the
Liberals or Conservatives, becalise
Army life for them has éxposed the
rottenness of bureaucratic control, the
contempt in which the rank and file
are held by a small  handful of Big

Allied Tro
“Non-Frat.” Order

stration in this town did not lower|

war when only 3,000 wished to remain
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stendam, once Berlin’'s most fash-
ionable and proudest boulevard.”

“‘Sitting comfortably there, sip-
ping a brandy, real brandy which
cost 30s. for a little finger, George
gave me the prices he can get on
Berlin's black market from the ¢city’s
once smart set. They are per pound:

Fresh dairy butter, £4T; sugar,
£7, 10s.; dried peas £3. 155.; meat
£9; sausage, £9; bread (outside the
rationed amount) £2. 10s.; coffee,
£35; tea, £45.

GCigarettes, £1 each cigars £1. 55;
new suit, £250 to £300; men’'s and
women’s shoes, of bad ersatz léather
£70 a pair; home made ‘‘fire-water'’
£40 a hottle; réat rum, £62. 10s.;
whisky, . £80; champagne, £10;
Rhine wine, £9. §

A cake of scap £7. 10s.; bicycles,
£250 each; radio sets, £175."
Thus, in @Germany—as in every

country—amid the ruin and misery of

ten and thrive.

The Anglo-American imperialists re-
gard the sufferings of the German
people with apathy and cynicism. But
a new note is beginning to creep into
their pronouncements; Open fraternis-
ation will accelerate the realisation by
the Allied troops that the German
workers are no different to themselves.

Germany, the capitalist vultures bat- ;

oops End

has admitted, Germany. forms an in-
tegral and fundamental part of Hurop-
can economy. In fact it remains the
hub of European economy. To ruin
Germany and lower the standard of
living is to help in the decay and de-
cline of BEurope. But already in the
docks of Hamburg, in Berlin and other
cities men, and women are being paid
ad. an hour by the Altied authorities!
“This at a time when prices of anything
“heyond the barest necessities aré of the
fantastic nature described.

The Stalinist Bureaucracy in the part
of Germany occupied by themselves are
playing a double game, While wooing
the masses with fine phrases and simul-
taneously propping up the capitalists,
they have been strippmmg Germany and
Austria systematically of a large part
of the -machinery, stocks and clothes
and other goods. Having turned their
back to the only real alternative for
Germany and Europe—a Socialist Un-
ited States in which all would collabor-
ate>to build a pew world, they are
plundering Burope in order to strength-
tn Russia. -

. But already, according to reports,
this is having its effect in Austria
where the workers are beginning to
turn their backs on the C.P. quislings
of Stalin. According to information
‘received, the Troiskyists and former
Sparticists have fermed the German
Section of the Fourth International.
In . Russian . occupied Germany the

The ‘“Times" military correspondent
in its issue of July 13th openly de-
clares: ) .
., .. no one in possession of the
facts and figures, up to the highest
authority, expresses compiete confi-
dence that something approaching
faming in the Ruhr can be avoided
this winter. The most that is c¢laim-
ed is that all reasonable measures
are being energetically taken ‘with
the best professional  advice, and
that if the winter crisis can be sur-
vived the future wiil be much bright-
er. AND A BRITISH ARMY OF
CONTINUE TO EXIST

STARVATION.”'

Another capitalist paper points
to the horror with which. dead and
dying men., women and g¢hildren in the
streets of the German cities would he
greeted by the British and American
troops. i

Thus the allies look with foreboding
to the situation which is developing in
Germany. >Meanwhile, as the “Times”

PARTY NOTES

o (Oomim;_ed-fﬁom page 2) :

AMID

slogang. were easily the most effectiva. which
were ‘‘ Down . with Tery Reaction—Lahour te
Power.”’ ' ¢ Down with Churchill—Labour  to
Power.”’  The local pross commented on oqur
slogans and one had: a Small cartocn depicting

Shots at the top, and the cruel dgceit
which Is employed by those in «control
in order to subjugate the majority to
their will. Hand-in-hand with this
awakening has come the influence of
contacts with class-conscious British
workers whose conditions of life, ideas
and outlook oan be readily understood
by the Canadian workers temporarily
in uniform. Once back on civvy street
the soldier.will take his place alongside
the workers, unemployed or employed
and will throw his full weight into the
fight for decent living standards, for
ownership and control of industry,
transportation and raw imaterial re-

plantations in Malaya as well as to sef
New Guinea, Hong Kong and a few

sources hy the workers.

" 1 Several very successful meetings ware held

American C.P.

(Continwed from page 3)

the anti-war period of the British
C.P., and Pollitt made a come-back
after June, 1941, The same thing is
happening in America. One of the
old hacks, William Z. Foster, who had
been out of the limelight for some
years, saw his opportunity and rushed
into print with an article in he (U.8.)
“Paily Weorker"” of June 10th, critic-
ising Browder. He compared Brow-
der's position to the traditiomal re-
formism of the social-democrats. He
attacked him particularly for his idea
that capitalism is fundamentally pro-
gressive, and for keeping silent about
mnperialism, especially American 1im-
perialism.

HAVE BROWDER AND DUCLOS
BEEN GONVERTED TO
MARXISM?

The spectacle of  these old Stalinist
hacks suddenly ‘‘discovering Marxism™
is very funny. We recall that Duclos,
as leader of the French C.P., was re-
gponsible for making' a statement
(printed in the Mid-May issue of
“Qocialist Appeal’”’} that the Party
“renounced even a struggle for reforme
in France, and denying the necessity
of freedom for her colonies. We re-
member that the National Commitiee
and the Conference of the American
C.P. (including William Z. Foster)
unanimously supported  Browder’s
motion to dissolve the Party in 1944.
The recent ‘‘conversion’’ of such people
is no more a return te Marxism than
the British C.P.s opposition to the
war in 1939-41 was a gennine revolu-
tionary position.

CHANGE DUE TO STALIN'S

: i DIPLOMACY

The opposition to the war at that
time was entirely due to the Stalin-
Hitler Pact; and when the latter was
broken the C.P: policy changed over-
night to support’ of the war, The
gomersault. in- America is due to the

USSR and the Western Powers were
patticularly strained at the time of
Duclos’ article.  Stalin felt the need
of an organisation within America to
support his policy and weaken Amer-
ican ilperialism 1 the fight to divide
up Burope. 8o the American Stalin-
ists, who during the period of “agree-
ment’’ between the Stalinist bureau-
cracy and American imperialism had
given unconditional support to Wall
Street, were instructed to take up a
iine of opposition.
In the meantime a temporary agree-
rme.nt has again been reached on the
basis of dividing wup Germany and
giving Russia half. 1t is quite pos-
sible that Duclos and Koster will gquiet-
ly drop their new-found “Marxism’’.
Un  the other haird, renewed inter-
national conflicts might lead to a re-
vival of the American C.P., and-—who
knowsP—even of the ‘‘Communist In-
ternational’” ! if it happens to suit the
needs of the Stalinist burveaucracy. As
has already happened ‘in relation to
Germany, the wildest zig-zags may bhe
expected i Stalinist policy throughout
the world.
WHAT WILL POLLITT SAY?

We await with great eagerness Harry
Pollitt’s comments on this affajr. For
in 1944 he wrote a pamphlet (*‘Pollitt
answels questijons on  Communist
Policy”’) in which he ’vigorously de-
fended - Browder's action in dissolving
the ‘American C.P. Moreover in his
latest pamphlet (‘'Answers to Ques-
tion'') Pollitt develops a theory in all
respects identical with that .of Brow-
der, arguing that capitalism can he
progressive, and therefore national
unity ‘is essential between the working
class and the capitalists. Will Pollitt
have to confess to another “error’’?

TACTICS, COMRADE!

'The Stalinists 'always explain their
zig-zags as ‘tactics to meet a changing
situafion’’, and maintain that at heart
they are really “Marxist’’. But as the

same. causes. Relations between the
; g

1 in appreeciation of work put in for the Labour

the Trotskylsts chalking the streets.

In the congtituency where the C.P. werz
splitting the vote we whitewashed th= streets
with such slogans as ** No split in the workers
vote—Demand ‘Dutt Withdraw *’: '* A vote for
Dutt Is & vote for Churchill—Labour to
Power,”! 8o effective were our slogans that
the Stalinists wrote to the ‘‘ Hvening
Dispateh > pointing out to the peopl: eof
Oldbury that they were not responsible for the
slogans appearing vn the pavements and that
thay had nothing to do with the R.CP. and
the ¥ourth International. it is clear that
thase slogang were embrassing to them because
of their future perspective of a ropular front
including Churchill and the men of Yalia.
Their further statements that we were
hindering the Labour Parcy was an cbvious
lie and would bz repudiated by members ‘of
the Labour Party in the three .constituencies
: where -we worked.

in Sparkbrook and the Bull Ring,addressed
Eby Comrade Ajit Roy, Gladys Wimbush, Percy
i Downey and other local .members. At all
. these mestings the collections were good and
B0 to 80 ¢ Sncialist Appeals 7 weorg scld. At
j the C.P. and Labour Party meetings the sales
of the ** Socialisti Appeal > were from 100 to
] 150 and we had easily the highest sale of
: litergture of any organisation. In fact ‘the
$talinists became so worried that they planted
a member at the door to ask people not {o
+ead our paper.

*“ The election campaign of the R.C.P. in
Birmingham has put us on the map’', writes
Comrade Wimbush.  ** The Labour Party rank
and flle are generzlly sympathetic and several
C.P.ers., disillusioned with the class co0l-
laborationist policy of the Stalinists, ae
finding their way into our ranks.'’

Liverpopl: Great headway has been made
for our party as the- result .of the election
campalgn in the area.
hald mainly on the docks with excelient
rasponse. Oon filve occasions the Tabour
candidate In one area spoke from ouT- plat-
form. 10,000 copies of a leaflet printed by
thé Mergeyside District Committee of the R.C.P:
entitled *‘ Vote Lahour Without IBusiong”’
were distributed and were well received. -

Sheffleld: Comrade Clemingon, Secretary of the
Bheffield Branch writes:

“On receipt of the Electiorn- directive from
the centre, the Branch members reported for
work to the Central Division of the Labour
Party. 5

“ We stated that our assistanc: would have
more point in the Brightside and Hallam con-
stituencies. as a C.P. candidate was opposing
the I.P. and Tory in these two divisions.
But we were- promptly raquested to work in
the Central Diviston as the help was weakest
there and was a Tory seat.

¢ All members have put from 2 to 4 even-
ings per week in canvassing, ete, One
member, Comrade P. Hulley, was a full time
helper in charge of the Central Committee
room.
asz R.C.P. delegate. g

‘ We atténded C.P. meetings for -questions;
but after getting in a few'at early meetings,
were hailed with abuse upon raising questions
at later meetings. 204 ' *‘ Socialist Appenls '’
were soid outside the C.P.'s main meeting -at
the City Hall, - )

‘“ The whole Branch of the R.C.P. was
invited to a - social function after the elesction
Party and were thanked personally by Morrig,

candidate for Central. :
*We glgo assisted (n the West. Derbyshire
area.’”’

Newcastle: The most successful election cam-
paign conducted by our parly was undoubpedly

{Continued at foot of Column 5.)

OCCUPATION COULD SCARCELY

Open air meetings were [ -

I was asked to attend the Committee |

' Stalinist press is already beginning to
denounce the Trotskyists and Trotsky-
ist tendencies. Coming events will
pugh the German - workers in the

i direction of revolutionary communism.

| The measures of repression by the
- Allies: will have the same fate as the
non-fraternisation ban. The British
and Amegican soldiers will get tired of
acting as policemen for the Allied cap-
italists. They will wish to go home,
where already struggles between the
workers and the bosses are taking
place. The peace imposed by the Allied
victors will be not much more durable
than that imposed by Hitler in Bur-
ope. In the coming years the German,
{ British. Russian, American and Europ-
ean. workers and soldiers under the
leadership of the Fourth Internationsl,
will write their own programme of
peace: a programme’ of fraternity and
co-operation.on the basis of the Soctal-
ist United States of Europe.

Tories Use Ant

. The. war for  *freedom and damo-
c¢racy’’ is not vet ‘‘won’’, and the
horrors suffered by the Jews in the
concentration camps of Buchenwald
and Belsen are still fresh in the minds
of the mass of the people; Yet the
British ruling class has not hesitated
to use veiled anti-semitism in its
election campaign.

The Laski ‘‘scare™ was a thinly dis-
guised appeal to anti-Jewish prejudice.
Liaski was chosen as the target for
Tory attack, not. merely because he
was this year’s Labour Party chairman,
but because his name ends in ‘ski’ and
he happens to be a Jew. -

" The "Tories deliberately used the
latent wide-spread anti-semitism that
exists In more backward sections of
the country, in order to maintain their
clags rule. )

+ Anti-semitism is here clearly re-
vealed. not as something peculiar to
fascist Germany, but as a weapon that
15 congtantly brought out and prae-
tised by capitalist reaction of every
variety, where its privileged position
is in danger.

Anti-semitism  has always had an
economic basis and an economic func-
tion. Wherever tottering capitalism
has been unable to scive the problems
created by its out-lived system, its
rapacious greed, the ruling class has
resorted to this reactionary prejudice;

diverting the attention of the masses
from their miseries.

R.C.

in Newcastle where our comrades, -ctarrisd

e message of the party throughout the
North-Hast. Our meecetings werz in all cases
the largest meetings of any political party..

< ‘Our critical attitude “towards the Tahour
Party and our demand of '‘ Labour to Power
on a Soclalist programme ’’ was almost un-
animously endorsed by the workers. In a
diziailed chart sent in by Comrade Bingh it
| {8 roevealed that 17 meetings were held and
our message was heard by at least 3,500
workers, At the Town Moor we had an
audience of 650 and a collection for the R.C.P.
ralsed. £2. 17. 0. In ail, the comrades col-
lected in  coppers  from their audiences
£17. 0. 0. for the funds of the R.C.P.

Comrade Auld was a full time worker for
the Labour Party.

From other areas we have had the same
reports, but space does not permit us to_deal

with them all.
M. LEE

{Continued in next Column,}

it-has used Jew-baiting as a means of

(Continuwed from page 1.)

He now has the audacity ‘to blame the
workers. !

The first Saturday of the strike,
during the negotiations with the
management, a satisfactory formula
for a solution was arrived at, but the
management insisted upon the men
returning to work before its applic-
catiom, in spite of the fact that it
could have been put into immediate
operation. This is the usual method
of the bosses to break a strike—Make
promises, get the men back and then
mﬁveniently forget the promises and
s0 break the spirit and the organisa-
tion of the strike,

The militant workers at Dudley
Garage were not taken in, they have
no faith in the promises of the man-
agement. The sympathetic strikers at
other garages returned for 48 hours
to give the bosses a chance to
negotiate, but during this period

Nigerians
Strike for 2s 6d
a Day

(Continued from page 1.)
of the latter with lynching. The Gov-
ernment also took the following steps:

1. 1t "threatened not to pay the
strikers their June salary and to for-
feit all their pensions, gratuities and
contractual rights. !

2. It arrested and later discharged
four railway workers’ strike leaders on
charges of participating in an illegal
strike.

3. 1t promised that there would he
no victimisation of the workers if they
resumed their. duties immediately.

4. 1t publicly accused the strikers of
sabotaging the transport ‘communica-
tion systems, leading to the derailment
of a train at Oshodi, and of cutting
the telephone lines between Lagos and
Minna.

5. It arrested ten alleged leaders of
the strike. Action was withdrawn
against one, when they appeared for
trial. o

The leaders of the strike, on behalf
of the workers, replied with five de-
mands. At a great mass rally at
Lagos the workers swore on oath not
to return until their demands are met.
Their demands. are ‘ ‘

1. Pay the strik
during which they have 'been on strike,

2. Guarantee their = pensions and
other rights. .

3. Give an assurance that there will
be no vistimisation of strikers.

4, Immediately release the strike
leaders. ,

5. That their original demands be
granted. §

The high standard of militancy and
class awareness of this comparatively
young working-class ‘is further demon-
strated by the treatment given to the
president, of the Nigerian Trades Union
Congress, Bankole, who advised the
workers to return to work. He was
ragged by the strikers and had to he
rescued by the police! Later he was
deposed and Imoudy, a yvoung Trade
Union leader just released after four
years in gaol, was elected president of
the N.T.U.C.

The average wage of a Nigerian
worker is 10d."a day. A vear ago it
was raised from 5d, to 10d. a davy.
Along with this, discontent with the
dictatorial and arbitrary administra-
tion of the British imperialist Govern-
ment has been growing steadily. In
an attempt to stem this rising tide
the British Government issued in
March a White Paper which anncunced’
“great democratic’’ changes in Nig-
aria. That these constitutional
changes were illusory is clearly demon-
strated by the Government’s action in
face of the elementary demands of the
workers. " The White Paper has turned
out to be but a flimsy cover for the
dragon tooth and claw of British im-
perialist domination.

Workers everywhere must protest
against the policy of the British Gov-
ernment in Nigeria. Resolutions de-
manding the release of the strike lead-

and the granting of 2/6d. a day by the
British Government should be sent to
the Colonial Office immediately. FEvery
organised worker should demand that
the British Trade Union leaders con-
duct a serious struggle in sipport of
the Nigerian workers’ demands.

manoeuvres grow wilder, the excuse
wears thinner. . Who can possibly be-
lieve that people who have made the
disgraceful statements in support  of
capitalist imperialism
(and Pollitt) have, are anything but
time servers? No matter how much
they may mounth ‘‘revolutionary”
phrases from time to time, they are
dead to revolutionary politics, dead to
the interests of the working class.

The interests of the working class
demand a consisterit policy of struggle
against capitalism, a , principled pos-
ition based on the irreconcilable strug-,
gle of interests between -the workers
and. capitalists.  The unprincipled
manoeuvres of the Stalinists, of which
this is but one of thousands, can only
disgust honest workers who are look-
ing for a road to socialism. They will
find' this road in the programme and
organisation of the Iourth Internat-
ional, which alone denounced the be-
trayal by the American Stalinists from

Ta Marxist point of view right from

the beginning,

or_ i “goriod

ars, freedom of the pfess and speech, |

that Browder |

Support Midland
Transport

Strik
nothing wes done ‘and at thé end of
the truce the 25 garages were out
again, They realise that the fight
against the attack on conditions at
Dudley is their fight also, and they
are standing' firm with their fellow-
workers at Dudley.

The majority of the transport
workers are in the T. & GW.U. but
the struggle is complicated by the -
existence of the breakaway union,
the National Passenger Worlkers Union
which iz not recognised ‘or affiliated
to the T.U.C. The men of the NNP.W.U,
are putting up a militant and well
organised fight, but sn organisation-
ally united struggle ‘against the
attacks of the bosses would strengllien
the ranks of the workers

The feeling of solidarity with the
Midland Red bus strikers is being
shown by donations that are coming in
from warious parts of the couniry io
assist the strikers win their hattle.

Show your solidarity by sendiig 1
donation to: J. Denbury, Dudley
Sports & Social Club, Midland Red,
Dudley.

Glaégow.

The Editor,
Socialist Appeal,
Dear Comrade,

T -have been asked to pass om the

| following information which is of parti-

cular interest to comrades on the
Docks. In view of the struggles that
are taking place on the Docks today
and in the immediate past, it is highly
significant to note that work Is still
being pushed on with the Emergency
Invasion Ports which. it has been re-
cently disclosed, were set up to bring
food inte this country -should the
regular ports be attacked.

The reports that .appeared in the
press regarding these ports tried to
give. the impression that the govern-
ment were no longer going to use them
and certainly there 1s no conceivable .
excuse on the grounds of ‘invasion
danger. The real reason is probahbly
not hard to guess, for the continued
work on the Ports. i i
. Winston Churchill has always been

workers. . Tilanelly during the Railwasy
strike,  Tonypandy, the ordering ol °
gunboats to the Liverpool docks when.
the TNockers were. on strike spring tc
mind.  Undoubtedly the plan is te
beat the Dockers to their knees at
some chosen date in the future by di-
verting shipping to these Ports run as
they are by the Army with soldiers as
cheap .labour, and starving the Dock-
ers back to work. g

The bulk of the soldiers at these
ports ‘are feeling uneasy at the pro-
spect. of, in "effect, black-legging on
the fellow workers—many' of them
being dockers. in civvy street realise
oniy too well how the Dockers have
o?!y ever achieved anything by strug-
gle,

Yours fraternally,
F. W,

Maita Force,
- 26.6.45.
Dear Comrade,

This iz to acknowledge literature
received for which twany thanks.

The “Socialist Appeals’” are like a
cool draught of good sense after read-
ing- the reactionary “‘Times of Malta',
which is the oniy daily on this sun.
baked outpost of British imperialisui. -

At the moment, of course, the Gen-
eral ‘Election is very much dn the fore
m our thoughts and discussions, but
in - comnmon  with public opinion at
home, one finds amongst the lads here
a complete rejection of Tory election
propaganda, althomgh they have vet
to be disillusioned about the Lahour
Party leadérs and their rosy promises.

Yours fraternally,

L.A.C. .
WORLD REVOLUTION
AND THE TASKS OF
BRITISH WORKERS 6d.
TRANSITIONAL :
PROGRAMME; OF THE -
ith INTERNATIONAL 6d
TRADE UNIONS 14.
T.0.C, HELPS HITLER 1d.
PREPARING FOR POWER
(Thesis of British Trotslky-
ists) . 3d.
‘AB.C. OF TROTSKYISM &d,
Cannon’s Festimony in
U.8. Labour Trial 6d.
THE ROAD TO INDIA'S
FREEDOM by A. Scott
and E. Grant 3d.
—— |
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