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L.P. CONFERENGCE

Labour Lefts Sell Out
ANEURIN BEVAN Supports Government

«] DO NOT WANT TO BREAK UP THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT ON THIS ISSUE”

THE LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE THIS YEAR IS ONE OF THE MOST
FATEFUL IN THE WHOLE HISTORY OF THE LABOUR MOVEMENT. ALL THE
DELIBERATIONS OF THE CONFERENCE WERE OVERSHADOWED BY THE TRAGIO
EVENTS IN' GREECE. GREECE WAS THE TEST, AND ON GREECE THE LABOUR
LEADERS HAVE BETRAYED THE WORKING CLASS OF GREECE, OF BRITAIN AND
OF ARl WORL, BY TED GRANT

Thia attention of the entire world | o
was fodused on the Labour Party
Conference. The workers of Hurope
and the world were looking to the
Labour Party to give a lead. During
the course of the last few days,
despite the wveil of the British censor-
ship, the situation in Greece has
becomie clear. Il is not a civil war
that is taking place in Greece, but an
undeclared war of British imperiadst
intervemtion to impose on the Greek
people lthvisr own reactionary puppels,
against thoe wighoes of . the Geeek
NASEOS.

Neither he nor any other of the so
cebled Left wing deldgates had the
courage to come ou: with a fighting
socialist lead which would have re
soundsd not only in the Conference
halt, but from Land’s End to Jehn
O'Groats,

Contianed on page 4.

nothil\g less than- a fuil blown
imperialist counter-revolutionary pro-
gramme,

In relation to the Buropean peoples,
he stands as did Noske and Scheide-
mann, the German Labour ieaders—
as an open supporter of countsr-
revoution We see the result of
Noske's policy in Germany today,
Bavin's polieyy, if @ it succeeds, will
have no different result. Thiy ruling
clags will yss Beyv'n and then east
him aside 48 theé German rullng class

SCOBIE
FOOD AS

Yet the rescvution drawn up by the contemptuoun'y thrust the abéial
Oxecutive and pdssed by the Confer democraty Into the conecntretion
ence follg to openly condemn the | comps, pflar they! had no maore use
counter-rovolutionary and sntl-domao- | 10V thom
erntle, notlons of British imperiadism, WIHAT A SBUHAMEFPUL® SIrnpin

BHVIN HEOU LY HAVL MEEN

Lanbon l‘.m%‘j. 1-;_[
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GREEK WORKERS!
OUT WITH CHURCHILL!

SMASH THE GOVERNMENT
OF COUNTER -REVOLUTION

LEAFLET DISTRIBUTED TO THE LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE : ’

AND THE RULING CLASS REVILE AND

Fascism’’ are being used to replace the
§.S. in murdering revolutionary work-
grs. They hate the job. Every British
liorker hates it.

" The Labour movement alone can
Wlop it. BUT WHEN THE I1SSUE

TAME UP IN THE HOUSE OF COM-
MONS, WHAT A BETRAYAL OF
THE WORKERS BY THE LABOUR
LEADERS! On a motion against the
Government:

8) LABOUR M.P.’s WERE ABSENT,

93 LABOUR M.P.’s VOTED FOR
CHURCHILL!

33 LABOUR M.P.’s ABSTAINED!

ONLY 24 LABOUR M.P.s VOTED
AGAINST CHURCHILL!

' Workers! HForce your leaders out oi
this cowardly position!  TLabonr must
titabilise the workingiclass against this
gonter-revolutionary Government.
Having unsed the Partisans for its
awn ends, the British ruling class are
-jumumlnm the ‘disarmament of thege
fbrees. At the same time they have
fpinforeed and lavished arms upon the
'é]'f.wl\ “Regular Arimy’’ composed of
scist thuges and murderers. Under
the Papandreou cligue 85 per cent of
the Groek army and navy were im-

plisoned in Cairo. The ““Security Bat-
{4lions’’ of Greeks, armed and equip-

by Hitler to repress the Greek
whrkers: and peasants, are being re-

PFAPANDREOU
ARY WEAPON

' British workers conscripted to “fight |

tained by the reactipnaries as a police
force.

CHURCHILL'S POLICY 1S: DIS-
ARM THE WORKERS AND PEAS-
ANTS; ARM THE FASCISTS AND
REACTIONARIES.

The peoples of Europe want a Soc-
ialist Revolution. Churchill prepares
in advance to drown the revolutions in
hlood. IMirst Italy, then Belgium, now
Greece. As a man who tried to drown
the Russian Revolution in blood, who
used the Black and Tans in Ireland,
who mowed down unarmed, hungry,
Indians, who played a leading role in
breaking the (ieneral Strike—Churchill
is an apt choice for the British ruling
class.

The Communist and Socialist leaders
in I.A.M. have the undoubted support
of the mass of the Greek people. These
Joaders agreed to capitulate to the
British military authorities and accept
disarmament. But so great was the
resentment of the masses that they are
compelled to demand at least, the dis-
armament of the Fascists as well.

Without the backing of British bay-
onets, there would have been little
bloodshed and the Papandreou dicta-
torship would have coliapsed. British
imperialism has intervened with tanks,
machine guns, and planes against the
popular democratic will of the people,

THE MASK IS OFF.
IMPERIALIST WAR

The war is revealed blatantly as a
gangster struggle for domination jof

Burope and the world by British and
American imperialism against German
imperialism. Not democracy and free-
dom, but economie, political and mili-
tary domination of subject peoples in
the strngele for markets, raw mater-
inls. colonies, spheres of influehice,
land, sea and air bases,
THE OBIECTIVES TFOR
| CHURCHILL IS USING

WHICH
BRITISH

TROOPS AGAINST GREEKS.
consistently
Tt s

The Protskvists
oxposed this
> ll L 1

have i
war for what it is.

.

THESE ARE |

“ BRITISH TROOPS ARE IN ACTION AGAINST THE GREEK WORKERS AND PEASANTS B
THE GREEK REACTIONARIES AIDED BY GENERAL SCOBIE, HAVE FIRED ON
SPITFIRES ARE MOWING DOWN THE GREEK PEOPLE !

WAR IS'J BEING WAGED AGAINST THE GREEK PEOPLE BY CHURCHILL. CHURCHILL
SLAUGHTER THOSE WHO ONLY YESTERDAY
BORE THE BRUNT OF THE SRUGGLE AGAINST THE NAZI OCCUPATION OF GREECE.”

the good old Churchill and the bad new
Churchill! THERE 18 BUT ONE
CHURGCHILL — THE CHURCHILL
OF FINANCE CAPITAL — ARGCH-
ENEMY OF THE WORKING GLASS.

The Anglo-American imperialists are
preparing a cunning and ruthless pol-
ey for Turope.. Already all food ship-
ments to Greece have heen cancelled!
Thus they hope to starve the Greek
people into surrender.  That is the
purpose of U.N.N.R.A., to blackmail
and starve the European peoples into
submission to capitalist governments.
Those who accept, will receive meagre
rations; those who' resist will receive
not bread but bullets! We must de-
feat the fiendish plans of the British
bankers and capitalists.

The Trade Union and Labour move-
ment, the Co-operatives must organise
the sending of food to Greece and any
other European country threatened by
British imperialist blackmail with fam-
ine and starvation.

The British Labour movement must
send food, not through the reactionary
force U.N.N.R.A., but under the con-
trol of the Trade Unions without con-
ditions.

SOCIALIST AND COMMUNIST
WORKERS! It is our lives and the
fate of the workers of Europe and the
world that is at stake. The battle
that is being fought by the Greek
masses is our battle! Your leaders say
they want to fight for democracy—then
demand that they come out against
the anti-democratic Churchill Govern-
ment !

END THE COALITION WITH THE
TORIES. ™ ;

The British workers must galvanise
their organisations into action. The
must force their leaders to break wit
the reactionary capitalist class. In all
¥ Teealities, in the factogies and
Trade Union Branches, resolutions
must be passed demanding action on
the part of their leaders. Counecils of
Action must be organised throughout
the country as they were in 1917 and
1920 in the “Hands off Russia’” cam-

THE DIRECT INTER-



that Is taking place In Greoece, but an
undeclared war of British Imperviaidst
intervemtion to impose on the Greek
people Ghels own reactionary puppets,
| against  the wishos of the Gueeek
mMasses.

Yet the rescvution drawn up by the
IBxeeutive and passed by the Confer-

ence fails to openly condemn the

counter-revoiutionary and anti-demo-
cratic, actions of British imperialism.
It ecommits the Labour feaders to
nothing bui confines itself to vague
generalities - in which, there are so
‘many loopholes that the Government
could impose any poliey they please
on the Gresk peopfe.

TRNEST BEVIN
And Ernest Bevin,

SOLD OUT
speech

in a

ﬂlwh"ch would have disgraced Ramsay
uMac;donald,

came out even  mare
biatantly and openly for the policy of
imperialism than Churchill dared to
do. He revealed that the criminal
interventicn in Greece, had the ful
support ©of the Laboer members of
the Cabilnet. In defisnce of working

Sdass opinion in Britzin, he said as

if to !‘mphasise that ‘they would
behnve in the same way again:
| “Apything 1 say will be with de-
/ liberation because it must have an

efiz2t” on our attitude to other
‘ oountries besides Greece.”

In revealinjg the snxjpties of British
imperialism which Bivin and the
Lebour leaders  have taken ' upon
thermselves to defend, he said:

“I took pait with oy socialisi
codeagues in tF» whole of these
discussions going over nearly four
years, trying to work out the hest
way - to handle these terrifying
problems that would arise at the
end of the war” * B
In other words the Labour leaders

are preparing and conniving with the
capitalist class for intervencion
against any revolution in Europe.

Cynicétily he revealed that both
Stalin and Roosevelt hod agreed that
while Bu'gwuria znd Rumanis shou'd
be territories ' where Russia kept
“order” (i.e. spheres of influence),
Britenin ‘should « keep ' “order” in
Greece.

Bevins main preoccupaiion, like
that of his mester Churthill, is to
hold up any possibility of th'> peoples
of BEurope settling accounts mith the
capitalist quislings and traitors, who
have exploited and battened on them
for centuries. Churchill cowd not
declare openly his motives for inter-
vention in Greece, but Bevin, .the
lackey of the master, has blurted it
anut:

“ The British Empire, whether we
like it or not, cannot absndon its
position in the Mediterranean. It
is impossible for it to do so.”

This is the reason fof British inter-
vention in Greece and Ttalv, and to-
morrow other countries, The Medi-
terrancan is “ Mar» Nostrom” (our
sea). Among oth®r things this is one
of the main objectives for which
British imperialism hos been fighting
the war: domination of the Mediter-
ranean for markets raw materis’s
and above all for the rout» to Ind'a
and the Middle East. And this man,
Bevin comis to a Conference which
*is supposed to represent the interests
.of the working class, to defend

'him aside as thé German ruling class

L) Capen supporter  of coun

rovel ution  We the result of
Noske's policy in Gemmany today;
Boavin's polley, i it succeeds, will
have no different result. Th> ruling
clags will ysa ‘Bev'n and them east

contemptuousn’y thrust the sbéial
demiocrats  into the conesntrotion
camps, pfter they! had no more use
for them. X
WHAT A SHAMEFUL® SPEE:}W.!\
BEVIN SHOULD HAVE BEEN
HOOTEDL OFF THUE PLATFOLM

AND DRIVEN FROM THE LABOUR
MOVEMENT.

ANEURIN BEVAN SEEVES
AS LEFT COVER

But the workers are rfready dis-
illusioned in Bevin by shis actions in
the Government in the cours: of the
war, They are seeking leadership
elsewhere. They have bien looking
to Aneurin Bevan and other leaders
in the “Left” wing c¢f the Labour
Party. Since the debat: on Regula-
tion 1A(a) Aneurin Bevan has
scepped forth as cn opponent. of the
Lebour Executive. He has spoken in
opposition in Farliament on Regula-
tion 1A(a), on the Griek, and other
questions.  This Conference was the

-Secoble looks on.

test of what his words were worth.

SCOBIE AND
A MILE

FOOD

AS

Papandreon ynloads first hag

Hh PANDREOU
RY WEAPON

oi flour sent to Greece, while General
The masses refuse to accepti the fascist‘monarchist regime

with Papandreon at the head — the food supplies are withdrawn. Here we
4ce the dounter reolutionary role of U.N.R.R.A—

INDIAN  TROTSKYISTS
" IMPRISONED

Betrayed by Stalinists

Brought to trial on charges arising from their escape from a
Britis/i Comcerftration Camp, where they had been interned from

June 18240 until April 1942, two leaders of the Federation of

Bolshevik Leninist Pariles of Burma, Ceylon and India, Section of

the Fourth International, were sentenced to prison on February

8th, of thid year in the Magistrate’s Court at Kandy, Ceylon
They were betrayed to the British police in India by Stalinist

agents., ;

The two Trotskyists, outstanding
fighters in the liberation movement of
the Indian masses, are N. M. Perera
and Philip Gunawardene. News of their
trial has reached the ‘‘Socialist Ap-
peal’’ together wiih inspiring inform-
ation concerning the activity of the
Indian Trotskyist organisation which
continues\to live and grow despite the
fiercest persacution.

Tn the finest tradition of the re-
volutionary® socialist movement, our
Indian comrades unflinchingly - faced
their brutal aceusers in court, defend-
ed their Bolshevik principles and views.,
and turned the trial into an indictment.
of  British imperialism. We reprint
their statemnt to the eourt on page 3-
of this issue as testimpny to the ﬁl‘ﬂ!l_V
rooted character of the Trotskyist

movement in Indin and a source of in-=

spiration to their comrades in Brit-
ain and throughout the world.

In' addition to numerous leaflets in
native languages aling with the
burning issues of  aia’s struggle for

BY LI FU JEN

freedom from mlperinliﬁm, and from
the oppression of the native princes,
the landlords and the capitalists, the
Indian Trotskyists publish an impres-
sive illegal organ entitled ‘Permanent
Revolution.”

The Indian Trotskyist movement had
its origin in the British island colony
of Ceylon, at the southern tip of India,
in the vear 1935. when the Lanka Sama
Saniaja Party (Ceyvlon Socialist Party)
was lormed. 'The new 'party, basing
ttsell on the Trotskyist programme,
made rapid headway among the six
million Cleylonese slaves of British im-
perialism. Tt took part in the struggle
of railway workers, plantation labour-
ers and peasants.  Its revelutionary
literature appeared in Sinhalese (the
native language), in Tamil (the lan-
gruage of Indian workers imported into
the colony) and in Knglish.

Rapidly the masses came to recog-,

nise the Lanka Sama Samaja as their
true spokesman, the only real fighter
for their interests. In 1938, they ex-

| GREEKS DON'T WANT HIM
PUPPET OF BRITAIN

KING OF GREECE

pressed their confidence in the Trot-
skyist party and its programme by
electing N. M. Perera and Philip Gun-
awardene to the Ceylon State Council.
These are the two Trotshkyist leaders
who now, for the second time, have
fallen into the clutches of the imperial-
ist overlords.

The British plantation owners and
their government were greatly alarmed
hy the growth of Trotskyist influence
among the workers and peasants of
Ceylon, hut they hesitated to suppress
the movement precisely because of the
enthusiastic support 1t received from
the masses and for fear of provoking
an upheaval,

(Continued page 3.)

pangrtor strogele Tor domination o
{ Burope and the world by British and
| American imperiphism against German
imperialism. Not democracy and free-
dom, but economie, political and mili-
tary dommation of subject peéoples in
the struggle for markets. raw mater-
ials, colonies, spheres of influshes.
land, sea and air bases, THESE ARE
THE OBJECTIVES FOR WHICH
CHURCHILL 18 USING BRITISH
TROOPS AGAINST GREEKS.

The Trotskvists have consistently
oxposed this war for what it ig. It s
becoming clear to every worker that
this 18 a reactionary war. The Labour
leaders told us that they entered the
Government in order to ‘‘destroy fas-
cismm and dictatorship’, in order to
“liherate Kurope’’. Why do they stop
in this Government now? A Govern-
ment stained with the blood of the
Gireele people. The stains are on their
hands too.

And what of the so-called “Com-
munigt’’ Party now? What of their
rogy pictures of a “liberated”’ Europe?
They have deceived the workers that
Churchill was fighting a “just war for
democracv,” And even todav. in face
of these bloody events, the (‘ommunist
Party tries to find ““two Churchills’’—

15 THE COALITION WITH THYE
TORIES, ™

The British workers must galvanise
their organisations into action, They
must force their leaders to break with
the reactionary capitalist class. In all
AN Teealities, .in the factegies au
Trade Union ranches, resolutions
must be passed demanding action on
the part of their leaders. Councilg of
Action must bhe organised throughout
the country as they were in 1917 and
1920 in the “Mands off Russia’’ cam-
paign. ONLY THE DIRECT INTER-
VENTION OF THE RRITISH WORK-
ING CLASS CAN PREVENT CHUR-
PHFLLL. AND THE CAPITALISTS
FROM DESTROYING THE WORK-
ERS' MOVEMENT IN GREECE.

END THE COALITION! WITH-
DRAW THE BRITISH TROOPS
FROM GREECE!

EXTEND THE HAND OF SOLID-
ARITY TO THE GREEK WORKERS
AND PEASANTS!

FOR THE IMMEDIATE DES-
PATCH OF ARMS AND FOOD TO
THE GREEK WORKERS UNDER
THE CONTROL OF THE TRADE
UNIONS !

DURHAM

The policy which has been constant-
ly and persistentiy pursued by the
owners of Whitburn Colliery, Durham,
which has resulted in innumerable
strikes and disputes has created a
crisis which may invoilve the closing
down of the pit.

As a result of the owners claim that
it was impossible for them to work the
pit at a profit the government has sub-
sidised them and made it possible for
them to introduce new ' machinery
which involves changes in methods of
production. !

There is a constant attempt by the
management to introduce niggling
economy measures such as saving on
explosives which throws extra work
onto the fillers who_ have first to hew
the large lumps before loading. These
innumerable pin pricks have made the
arduous work of the miners intoler-
able. The substitution of a double unit
by a single unit conveyor belt, 200
vds, long, has proved to be the lasi
straw.

This new machine is econstantly
breaking down under the additional
weight of coal and the additienal strain
on the inferior belting and accessories
Tts installation has meant a revisior
of production methods. Evervthing
depends on the maintenance of the
“evcle of operations™. The manage-
ment claim that in order to get the
output through Lthe nse of this mach-
mery, that it is necessary for the
workers to remain at work and make
up for the time lost due +o' break-
downs ete. This means that the [ull
bhurden of inefficient and inferior
machinery and an equally inefficient
management is thrown on to the hacks
of the alfeady overburdened workers
who claim that the demand made hy
the management, and backed up by the

MINERS

PROVOKED & van

nglmm] Fuel Controller, that the
iners accede to working the extra
hours is in direct contravention of the
Mines Acts which lay down that 7
hours plus one wind (approximately 71
hrs.) shall constitute a shift, and that
any additional hours are to be worked
only in cases of emergency, Hornshy
the Fuel Controller for the Durham
area has issued an ultimatum to the
workers.  Kither  they produce the
8,000-10.000 tons weekly which were
produced in 1939 (when the seams were
far better than at present, when there
were more faces and less stone in the
coal) . and accept the hosses proposals
of the unbroken cycle of operation—or
else the Government will withdraw its
subsidy and the mine will close.

The miners rightly consider this
attitude as hlackmail of the worst type.
They are not prepared to bear the
brunt of the burden of the inefficiency
of the management or of the unsuit-
able and inferior machinery which has
been installed, nor to accept the re-
laxation of laws which were established
as the result of manv vears of hitter
struggle to safecuard the miners’ in-
lerests from these very blood suckers.

The capitalist press. paints a picture
of unreasonahle, lazy indolent miners
who spend most of their time ahsent-
ing themselves from work and who re.
fuse to listen to reason. In fact these
wor];ers have shown tremendous re-
straint in the face of attacks by ‘the "
press, mine owners and their own lead-
ers. . There is mo doubt whatsoever
that if the mine owners were expropri-
ated and the pits operated under the
direct control of the workers they
wonld be able. in spite of the present
had conditions; to produce the 8,000-
10.000 tons required, This is the only
solution to the problem of the Whit-
burn Colliery. :
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Russian
Prisoners
Anti-Stalin

5th December, 1944,
To the R.C.P. ;
Dear Gomrade,

I have come into contact with some
Russian prisoners—some belong to the
Tkraine -and others (Mengols) from
Turkestan.

There has not been much time to
talk to them up to now.. I have talk-
ad to a few Ukranians, who were on
collectives there. Most of them are
lads.

young It is so interesting to
hear them talk of the Collectives.
[Lach  Collective consists  of  about

seventeen or so houses with 1,000 hec-
tares of land. Planning is carried out
by an elected soviet with a president
as director. The work is distributed
and planned by this body. Division
of produde is carried out on the prin-
ciple of so much grain for ecach day’s
work per man. They seem very keen
on their collectives and were counter-
posing it to, Capitalist land tenure.
The worgl “‘egal’’ keeps croppmg up,
it means equal in the German. They
are all so keen to learn' and love to
converse and discuss things.

There was one fellow in particular
who acted as group leader. He asked
various questions: ‘“What hours do
vou work in the different industries?
What is the pay? And many others
concernmg labeur conditions here. [

answered him pointing out that over- .

time had become something like what
he knew as Stakhanovism. The heavy
taxation by the state I also dwelt
upon.

To the question of: “How long will
the war last?’, L had to go deeper:
until the proletariat of Europe insti-
tute ‘ The Socialist United States of
Europe’. He went into rapturous
agreement. Tle was surprised when T
mentioned Zimmerwald and Chauvin-
ism ‘Die Tnternational Kaput’. “Tong
live the Tourth Tnternational”™. When
1 said that European revolution would
tumble the bureaucrat Stalin and bring
Russia again on the path mapped by
Lenin and Trotsky, he was rapturous
and hastened to explain it to the other
comrades,

Clomradely greetings,

4 ) Pte. X.Y.

- ml l rom .Qu[ 8

Stalinist
Bureaucrats
in Italy

To the Editor,
Dear Comrade, -

Yesterday Naples was honoured by
a visit of a Trade Union delegation
from the Soviet Union. The locals
turned out en masse to give them an
enthusiastic welcome. When the dele-
gates appeared on the scene, the air
was rent with eries of ‘“Viva L'Inter-
nazionale!’’, ‘“‘Viva la Revoluzione
Operai!” and so forth.

The local workers greeted the dele-
gates#with clenched fist salute . . .
the delegates just waved back at them.
The ‘word was passed round: ‘‘No
singing of the Internationale.”” No-
thing must happen to upset the happy
relations established at Teheran.

Even staunch Stalinists were em-
bittered at the open cynieism displayed
by these representatives of the work-
ers’ state.

Peck.

Holland Next

B.L.A.,
2nd December, 1944.
Dear Comrades,

T am as you know in Holland. Just
a few things | saw that impressed me.
One day last week | managed to see
Brussels for a couple of hours, and in
the very short time [ was there 1 saw
at least a dozen slogans whitewashed:
‘‘Down with Pierlot the. Assassin’’.
There were accusations against him of
heing a reactionary, and also keeping
in prison political prisoners. Another
interesting thing was that with these
whitewashed slogans there was the
hammer and sickle prominently dis-
played.

Now about Holland: from what T
can gather, and one of the people with
whom I spoke was a Dutch F.F.L
Licutenant—Il doubt if the Dutch Gov-
ernment in London has 10 per cent
support. [ doubt if anything will
happen until the whole of Holland is
“liherated’’— then I should 1magine
we might see a bit of fireworks when
the Duteh Government comes back.

Yours in ‘comradeship,
Prel S

. Sheffield

-Wimpey & Co. Ltd.

BLITZ WORKERS' HOSTEL

Appalling Condition

For 5 long years Britain’s building
and civil engineering workers have been
subjected to the most atrocious living
and working conditions in camps and
hostels, on asrodromes, military camps,
aircraft 'and ordnance factories. EXx-
ploited by the bosses and avaricious
iandiadies, buffetted by the notoriously
‘bad English weather and eqgually cali-
ous N.§,0.'s, thousands of bricklayers,
piasterers, joiners, painters and lab-
ourers have now been drafted 1o Lens
don to repair fly-bomb damage.

Tt was no unigne experience for these
workers to be directed willy-nilly, at
a moment’s notice into areas where
accommodation was hopelessly inade-
quate, to find themselves billetted m
insanitary. overcrowded, under-heated
camps and hostels; their bedding and
mattresses vermin ridden and filthy;
their lives controlled day and night by
their employers, who appointed the
camp commandants and “welfare offi-
vers’’ who controlled the camp.

London's hostels and camps are no
different, in fact in some hostels the
conditions are even worse, [ visited
one of these hostels in Lancaster Gate.
which before the war, had heen a
reasonably fashionable and very com-
fortable hotel. The dining rooms with
their plush carpets and expensive furn-
iture had been stripped bare, evacuated
no douht like the bloated bosses and.!
their bejewelled women who patreniséd
the hotel in pre-war days. Today 280
workers are served with ‘“‘meals’’ in
the room in which previously a dozen
people dined and wined. There are no
table cloths on the collapsible wooden
tables. There are no condiment sets.
Qalt is servedd in a heap in the middle
of the dirty table or in a 7-1b. carton.
Mustard is mixed and served in old
tins. The maximum permitted priee
is charged for all services. A meal
which costs 1/1d. in a British Rest-
aurant costs 1/54d. in this hostel,
where the catering is done by the big-
gest Building . and Civil Engineering
constructors in Britain, George

Not satisfied with the colossal profits
they have made out of Goyernment
contracts in the course of the war, or
from the repair of bombed premises
(of which they have a tremendous pro-
portion) Messrs. Wimpey are now de-

By Heaton Lee

termined to augment their profits by
‘‘catering’’ for the blitz repair work-
ers.

Of course these gentlemen will throw
up their hands in horror at the alle-
gation that they are making any profit
gation that they are making any
profit at-. all The kitchen 1s
grossly understaffed, and the kitghen
staff are miserably under-paid. Wait-
resses and kitchen hands are paid
£2, 10. 0 per week for an 8 or 9 hour
day, and the cooks are erstwhile
plasterers. All this in the midst of
comfort and pienty not a stonels throw
away, where highly paid chefs preparce
idlelicate dishes for their capitalist pat-
rons,

The stairs of this hostel have been
stiipped of thewr carpets, so have the
hedroonis, The lift which formeriy
carried parasites to the top floor is no
jonger in use. After a hard day’s
work, a worker has to climb 150 stairs
to his bedroom on the top floor. 'The
rooms are over-crowded and bare of
any furniture except hunks. Eight or
ten workers share a room previously
vecupied by a single person, 90 workers
are now expected to live in a house
designed to accommodate 9. There are
three lavatories which arve hopelessly
inadequate. 'The Hostel Conunittee
sugeested installing urinals and the
M.O.W. Welfare lInspector countered
by suggesting pails on each landing!
Althongh het water has been laid on
to each room, the sysvem designed for
1u people is so inadeguate that work-
ers have to draw hot water for a wash
from a central: point which involves
most workers in a climb of some 60
stairs.
rooms and the floors which are fre-
quently scrulbed never dry. In con-
ditions like these, tuberculosis will
thrive like plants m a hot-house.

One worker told me that he had
been though the last war, and that
conditions there had been hetter
than in this hostel—at least they had
been allowed a fire. Sach worker is
issmed with four thread-bare blankets
and no sheets. There is nowhere to
hang his clothes gnd he is forced to
thve out of a  hox'. The arduous
tonditions under which these workers

No fivres are permitted in the'!

are compelled to work in all weathers
is made worse by the bad conditions
in the hostels.

How are these hostels; operated?

The M.O.W. requisition accommod-
ation and appeint caterers to run the
hostels.  The M.O.W. provide all the
crockery, cutlery, furniture. kitchen
ranges and utensils. The caterers em-
ploy the cooks, wuilresses and other
hostel staff; they also appeint a camp
commandant and a ‘“‘welfarve Officer”
whose wages are reclaimable from the
Ministey. It is the duty of the Wel-
fare Officer to see to the welfare of the
men, but for the most part these
“gentlemen’ are more concerned ahout
the welfare of the hoss! Beaumont.
the welfare officer in the particular
hostel that | visited, recently objected
to meetings being called by the hosiei
committee at awhich Wimpey's stafl
were excluded. without first obtaining
“permission’ from him.  In the course
of a heated discussion with the Hostel
Committee he ' informed, them that
“I'll have no .more Trade Unionism
discussed in this hostel.”

In the face of these bureaucratic and
wholly arbitrary methods there is only
one solution.  The ~bosses who reap
fut profits while workers live and fight
under miserable conditions must be
temoved from the control of these

hostels.  FULL CONTROL MUST BE
PLACED IN THE HANDS O THIE
DEMOCRATICAT.LY ELECTED HOS-

TEL COMMITTEES, who will see to
it, that the kitchen stalls are paid

trade union rates of wages, and that
they work under trade wmion con-
ditions, Threngh the Hostel Com-
mittees, arrangements should be made
with the Co-operative Society for the
supply of all provisions at wholesale
prices. Through the Council of, Action
and through the Trade Union branches,
pressure should be brought to bear on
the leadership to see to 1t that priority
is given to the installation of ade-
quate washing, heating and wardrobe
facilities. ; ;

To the bleating of the bosses that
they are making no prolits ont of the
catering, workers should demand that
they open their books to inspection by
the Trade Unions.

'BEVIN

0Y. SPEAKS

AGAINST SEPARATE
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Labour to Power

on the following Programme

AN END TO THE COALITION WITH
THE BOSSES. LABOUR AND
TRADE UNION LEADERS MUST
BREAK WITH THE: CAPITALIST:
GOVERNMENT AND WAGE A
CAMPAIGN FOR POWER ON THE
FOLLOWING PROGRAMME:—
Industrial and Economic FPolicy.

1. Nationalisation of thé land, mines,
banks, ti sport and all big in-
dudtry wil..out compensation, as the
prerequisite for a planned economy
and the only means of ensuring
full employment with - adequate
standards of living for the workers,:
and the operation of the means of
production under control of work-
ers committees.

2. Confiscation of all war profits; all
company books to be open for trade.
union inspection, control of  pro-
duction through workers' commit-
tees to end the chaos and. mis-
management. ..

i, Distribution of food, clothes and
other consumers commodities under
the control of committees of work-
ers electec from the Co-ops, dis-
tributive trades, factories, house-
wives' committees, and smail shop-
keepers, and allocation of housing
under Lhe control of tenants’ com=
mittees.

4. A rising scale of wages to meet the
increased cost of living with a
guaranteed minimum; the rate for
the job; and industrial rates for all
members_of the armed forces.

Democratic Demands

3. Repeal of the Essential Works
Order, the Emeregency Powers Act
and all other anti-working class and
strike-breaking legislation.

Full electoral and democratic rights
for all persons from the age of 18
years. Full democratio and political
rights for the men and women.in
uniform.

7. Immediate freedom and wuncon-
ditional independence for India, Ire-
land and all the colonies of Brit-
ain; immediate withdrawal of Brit--
ish armed forces from these coun-
tries;
assistanee to the Indian and colon-
ial peoples to maintain their inde-
penl:ienne against all imperialist at-
tack.

6

Military Policy

Clear out the reactionary, pro-
fascist, and anti-labour officer caste
in the armed forces and ‘Home
Guard; election of officers by the
ranks.

3

>

the state for the training of worker-
officers; arming of the workers
under the control of workers' com-
mittees elected in the factories,
unions and in the streets for the

defence of the demooratie rights of

4 ™ the workers from reactionary at-
S 5 P Rd B & D taoks h! the onnmm of lh-_ working

full economic and military -

Establishment of military schools by
the Trade ‘Unions at the expense of -



Ruseln again on the path mapped by
Lenin and Trotsky, he was rapturous
and hastened to explain it to the other
comrades.

Comradely greetings,
i Ptle, - XIYI

From Our
American
Brother Party

August 17, 1944.
Revolutionary Communist Party
256 Harrow Road, W.2,
London, England.
Dear Comrades,
We have concluded our cam-

paign to raise a thousand-dollar,
solidarity fund for your party.

Our comrades responded read-
ily and enthusiastically. We
raised this fund as our expression
of solidarity with you at this
moment while you are under the
\ persecution of the class enemy,

it is our hope that this modest
sum will help you carry on with
the work of the party, especially
its press,

With fraternal greetings,
3 M. Stein, .
Acting National Secretary.

FROM A

Welsh Miner

West Wales,

" y November, 1944,
To the Editorial Board,

‘‘Gosialist Appeal.”
M

1y | cong

tulate you on‘the November
2 lak thie “‘Socialist . Appeal’” I hive
never bhefore hind the occasion to write in
such ‘u strain—to the dusty atmosphere of
office journalism. | '

Prior ‘ta ‘my irtroduztion to the “‘Soeialiat
Aopeal’ 1 had resipned mysell to the hope-
lessness, of ‘reading reactionary articles—aitd
listening ' o reformist speakers’ 1mpudent
hynocrisy on demosracy in -relation to cap-
italistic “eollaboration.

- Your paper, with its revolutionury appeal

has given me the impetus to combat the
apathy and  discouragement -such writings
have created.

The  contimuation of the “Socialist
Anpeal” s egsentinl to the interests of the
British working class, and the world’s pro-
letariat, in their mureh forward to world
revolution and freedom |

To Jock Haston, Heaton T.ee’ and Co., 1
OXPress My sincere & tude for their vic-
torions - flght & st Regulation 1A(a)

which is so detrimental to the interests of
tha British woérking class,

Also may 1 thank John Tawrence for the

“Hiliep article in the November supple-
ment i . L is time the horrors of this
droaded  diseuse are advertised. The reliw.

lons ministers of our valley are continually

" -
ornment in London has 10 per cent
support. 1 doubt if anything will
happen until the whele of Holland is
“liberated”’—then 1 should imagine
we might sce a bit of fireworks when
the Duteh Government comés back.

Yours in comradeship,
Pte. S.

Sheffield
Worker
Charged |

23rd November, 1944,
Socialist Appeal,

Dear Comrade Editor,

On Monday, November 6th, I was charged
in the Bheffield Police Court by my employ-
ers ‘“The Tingley Wire Industries, Ltd.”
with being persistently late. But although
everybody from other firms were fined any-
thing “ap to £7, my case was %o %Lnringly
aguwinst them, that my case was adjourned
for one mon;h.

Here are the facts:

1. 1t is true that [ lost about a half an
hour a week.

2. i you are two minutes late you are
stopped fifteen minutes,

3. For four and a, half years 1 have
worked 15 hours overtime per week on the
average,

4. On one oceasion 1 have had to fave
the Works Committee for being half an
hour late although' I had worked over 100
hours the week hefore.

5. I, along with others, huve had to make
so many complaints about the Works clack
being wrong, that finally they got another
clocle.

6. Muny times I work as
hours overtime, :

7. On top of all this, for the whole of
the war, I have done one all-night every
week voluntary fire service.

The cupitalist press mnever reported a
word about my case, only those who were
fined, !

much das 30

Yours sincerely,
H. Evans,

Recently the National Press reported
the attempts of a certain individual to
set up a special Union for the “Bevin
Boys''.

To some '‘Bevin Boys who have
had very» little experience of Trade
Union work this idea may have held
out certain attractions, but to experi-
enced Trade Unionists, the idea is
reactionary and against the interests
of not only the ‘‘Bevin Boys' but the
whole of the Working Class.

The question of a separate “Bevin
Toys’” Union was debated at one of
the Miners Hostels and turned down
by a large majority. In this instance,
the “Bevin Boys’ showed their solid-
arity with the miners and took up a
correct attitude. Butl that does not
mean that at other Hostels the iden
of a separvate Union may not spread
and cause much danger to the:work-
ers’ struggles. Hence, it is absolutely
necessary to reiterate all the lessons
of the past to show how dangerous a
separate Union will be.

Firstly, let us take some
“arguments’’ of the advocates
separate union:—

“Bevin Boys'’ pay 25/- per week
at the Hostels and only receive two
main meals,  Hence, to improve the
situation, either hy niore wages being
received or more meals for the 25)-,
a separate Union is needed.

2. “Bevin Boys” are not miners
and hence the struggles of the Miners
do not concern the “Bevin Boys'.

Both “‘arguments’ aré false and re-

of the
of a

Welsh Tour

The following meetings have
been organised in South Wales
at-which Comrade Jock Haston,
National Secretary R.C.P., will
present the case for International
Socialism—the Programme and

Policy of the Fourth Internat-
ional. :
GWAUN-CAE-GURWEN.

Minor Hall at 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, January 5th. Chairman,
Llew Pritchard.
PONTA DULAIS.
Mechanics Institute at 5.30
p.m., “Saturday, January 6th.
«Chairman, Edgar Thomas.

EBBW VALE,

Workmens Hall at 6.30 p.m.,
Monday, January 8th,

MERTHYR VALE,

occupled -giving “last rites” and sympathy
to the bereaved.

% ding the hand of friendshin io
the workers of all lands, T can truthlfally
ty: The elementary doctrine of inter-
lationalism will eventually hring the* best,

true class conscious workers to the ranks
of the Fourth International.

A
West Wales Miner,

Rechabites Hall, at
Tuesday, January 9th.

MERTHYR.

I.L.P. Rooms at 7 p.m., Wed-
nesday, January gth.

7 p.m.,

actionary, The genuine grievance of
the ‘‘Bevii Bovs'' over the meals.
especially the 18 yvear olds, who only
receive £3 per week (after deductions,
ete,) can never be solved by a separate
Union. Tt is fundamentally-a question
of wage increases and in the large
Miners’ Tederalion it is a demand
that will meet with support by thou-
sands of miners, who at all times are
fighting for improvement of their low
wages,

The second pointZis typical of these
splitters.. They try and create the im-

pression  that  “Bevin  Boys'' arc
“above” the miners and should he
classified as a separate strata. The

fact is that “Bevin Boys’” are members
of the Working Class who have been
thrust into the Mining Industry again-
st their will. They cannot regard them-
selves. as ‘‘separate’”’ because, whilst
in the mining industry, a *“Bevin
Boy™ suffers practically all the hard-
ships of the Miners and receives the

same wages, except in certain ‘cases
of piece-work. It is obvious. to any
worker that a “Bevin 'Boy’ ‘and a

Miner have exactly the same interests,
and hence, the “Bevin Boy'' has to
fight alongside the miner for improve-
ment of conditions and for the ahol-
ition of the private ownership of the
mines, because any improvement in

BEVIN BOY. SPEAKS
AGAINST SEPARATE
UNION By H. Finch

mining conditions directly improves the
lot of the “‘Bevin Boys',

The dangers of a separate Union
from the above, are seif-evident.

1., The miners will be' incensed
against the “Bevin Boys” and will feel
themselves betrayed by the youth.

2. A separate Union will allow the
employers and Government to isolate
the ““Bevin Boys” from their brothers,
the miners, and give theni an extra
weapon to crush the }‘pilimncy of the
youth, :

3. The exclusion of the yonth from
the -Miners’ TFederation leaves the
Union: in the hands of the old bureau-
crats, and hence hampers the fight for
the creation of a fighting leadership
of the Union. -

The Miners’ Tederation now em-
hraces all the hitherto smaller miners’
unions. . This is a step forward. One
of the arguments of the mew Tnion
advocates, 1s that the leadership of the
Miners’ Tederation. is rotten, hence,
“Bevin Boys'' should have a separate
Union. Here they show their own
spinelessness, The leadership of the
Miners' Federation has carried out a
policy of class collaboration in this
war which has definitely acted against
the interest of its members. But, as
the Welsh and Yorkshire miners strikes
have shown, the miners are heginning
to get very impatient with the treach-
ery of their own leaders. Therelore.
the solution is not to form a separate
Union but to fight in the Miners’ Fed-
eration fog, a new militant leadership.
By forming a separate Union, new
weapons are given to the Miner's mis-
leaders and they remain more firmly
entrenched than ever before. Tt shows
fear on the part of these new Union
advocates to put up a real ficht for a
strong union of Miners and  “Bevin
Boys”'.

The Youth is the moest oppressed
section of the Working Class. Al its
energy, holdness dahd initiative s
hampered hy the capitalist system.
But the youth, being the most audac-
ious. fights back with vigour. The

task of the youth lies mot in forming

enating itself
workers and
Ny

separate unions, thus)
from the support of a
therehy remaining istlfiked.
their task is to join established
trade arganisations of th¥ workers and
fight to transform thetl into MILI-
TANT bodies, that on the morrow will
challenge the power of the Capitalist
State and help end all the miseries of
the working class, especially the miser-
ies in the mines,

BEVIN BOYS: THE MINERS
FTGHT' IS YOUR FIGHT! - YOUR
TIGHT IS THE MINERS’ FIGHT!

FIGHT FOR A MILUTANT TEAD-
ERSHTP OF THE MINERS' FEDER.-
ATION! i v

NO SPLITS—NO DESERTIONS!

~ Irish
‘Domestic
Service

LETTER SENT TO
“TORCH ” ORGAN 'OF THE
DUBLIN LABOUR PARTY

DOMESTIC SERVANTS AND

THEIR MEN FRIENDS
Dear sir,

Some time ago | listened to a Mis-
sionary recommending young men and
women to marry before it was too late
and therefore risking the possibility
of ever getting any of those magic
2/6's. He said that it was a shame
for those young people who won't
stand up to their ebligations. He
further said that the biggest number
of unmarried people of any country in
the world lived in HKireann. Fvery
other big ‘shot’—patriot and politician
—are talking in the same strain.

But how many of those so-called

friendly advisers are themselves liv-
ing on the starvation wage they

expect our working men friends to

live on, and how many of them are

- facing up to the responsibilities they
expect us to face up to and any of
them who do, take very good care
that they won’t be burdened with a
large family?

All of us young working girls are
prepared to face the married life on
conditions. Tn spite of all the misery
and hardship our married friends have
to go through most of us are still ready
to-take the chance, but a hig number
of us are gradually learning.sense. T
am one of those lucky ones who are
earning up to £1 per week, but T am
able to spend it all on dress, a few
luxuries and a few dances. If I had
the good fortune to be married now,
coulclfl dress myself and, of course, my
husband, provide food, fuel and lots of
other little things for the house, except
that there was an income of up to £5
per week coming in?  But what chance
have I or my sort, of getting a hus-
band with such a salary? 1 know it
costs ahout £4 10s. per week to provide
the necessities for the house in which
I am working. How could I then even
exist on the present labourer's wages P

Let any woman make up what it
costs to run a house (excluding the
clothes, the kitchen and other house-
hold furniture and a few luxuries; as
cigs for the boss; and she will find
that nobody could live and provide
properiy for a family of five or six
under £5 per week. How then can
the labouring men and their wives
and families live on a wage which
varies from 20/~ to 30/- per week
and keep, or on the official wage of
40/- without keep. None of them

are doing it, even -though some of
them pretend they are well off, They

‘with

Guard; election of officers by the
ranks.

Establishment of military schools by
tha Trade ‘Unions at the expense of
the state for the training of worker-
officers; arming of the workers
under the control of workers' com-
mittees: e¢lected in the factories,
unions and in the streets for the
defence of the democratie rights of
the workers from reactionary at-
tacks by the enemies of the working
class at home and abroad.

s

International Policy

10. ‘Against race hatred and disorim-
ination of all forms (Vansittartism,
Anti-Semitism, and the Golour
Bar); for the fraternisation and
co-operation of workers and sold-
iers of all countries.

-.Unconditional defence of the Soviet
Union  against all imperialist
powers; despatch of arms, food and
essential materials to the Soviet
Union under the control of the

1

-

Trade Unions and factory com-~
mittees.
12. A- Socialist appeal to the workers

of Germany, - Europe, Japan, and
the rest of the world, on the basis
of this programme in Britain, to;
join the socialist struggle against
Nazism, Fascism and all forms of
capitalist oppression and for a Soe-
ialist United States of Europe and
a Federation of Asiatic Soviet Soc-
ialist Republics.

are- just existing and their children
are suffering from what the doctors
call malnutrition but which really is
starvation.

Since this is the 'case why should
those patriots ask ‘women like me to
go through this misery? These people
who are advising us o mairy are not
themselves living on the wages they
expect working nien to live on.

Considering all the circumstances 1
will ‘chance remaining single. The
prospect of being an old maid with
none to look after me, is preferable
to a long married life of misery for
me and mine. The moral and natural
law says marry. | say let the rich
marry and leave us alone with our
small wages and odd pleasures or
else let our advisers raise their voices
to obtain for our labouring men
enough wages to enable them to live
in' frugal comfort.

We servant girls and our servant-
men friends are not the only ones thus
affected. Every small farmer, his sons
and daughters ave in as had if not in
a worse condition. Tt's a sure Sign we
are a slavish race—ready to put up
our -miserahble lot—ready to eat
the crumbs that fall from the rich
man's table—while we slaye night and
day to provide the riches for those
people who want us’to continue exist-
mg and slaving so that they may enjoy
the good things of life. '

If we stay at home and Temain com-
pulsorily single we are not doing right.
If we o to England and et good
wages and probably a man we are again
doing wrong. Can a poor girl ever do
right (except, of course, work for the
rich and produce children whom thoge:
spme people can pounce on for theig:
own pecuniary ends) P

tal%" 51, and anti-labour officer onste
in the armed forces and ‘Home

»
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"EDITORIAL
FOOD—as a Counter-
Revolutionary Weapon

Very little publicity is given to the use of food as an instrument
to destroy the KEuropean revolutions. Food is one of the
mighty weapons in the hands of the Imperialists.

Five years of Imperialist war has resulted _in famine and
pestilence in many countries. This includes countries under
German occupation and territories under the domination of the
Anglo-American Imperialists, :

Out of this hunger, out of this starvation, mankind will seek
a way ouf through social revelutions.

In the struggle against the revolutionary masses, the
Imperialisty are determined to use every possible weapon. Food
and shells equally servie as counter-revolutionary instruments of
the ruling class. That is the basic purpose of the U.N.R.R.A.

The aim of the Imperialists was openly proclaimed after the
last war. “ Bolshevism cannot be stopped by force, but it can be
stopped by food.” Thus spoke the “ demoecrat ” Wilson in 1919.

It was used with deadly effect in starving the revolutionary
masses in Bulgari#, Russia, and Finland.

Their aims are no different to-day. On November 28, 1942,
the “New York Times ", the organ of Wall Street Big Business
declared, “ Food will be a mighty weapon and a powerful persuader
in that critical period between war and peace when the future of
the world will be decided.”

In Belgium U.N.R.R.A. delivered food to the Pierlot Govern-
ment. Along with British bayonets, starvation was held as
a threat to force the Belgian masses into submission.

In Greece, the deliveries are held up. Half-starved Greek
mases are refused supplies, pending gubmission to Papandreou.

Papandreou is boosted as the * dekiverer” by handing over
the limited supplies to him. . ‘

Feeding the Royalists, the pro-Fascists, the black-marketeers,
and butchers of the workers; starving the masses who have
struggled against the Nazi domination, who are struggling against
collaborators, that i the lesson of U.N.R.R.A.'s policy in Italy,
in Belgium, and in Greece. ‘

To this treacherous policy of the Imperialists the workers must
reply with their own weapons. Shipments of food and distribution
to the masses must be carried out under working class control.

Strangulation of the revolution by starvation is the policy of the
Amperialists,
toiling masses, who are sounding the death knell of Capital, should
be the policy of the working class,

During the wars of intvrvg& ‘ki.”" against the Russian Revolution,
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Below is the full text of a statement
made in the magistrate’s’ court at
Kandy, Ceylon on Feb. 8 of this year
by Gomrades N. M. Perera and Philip
Gunawardene, leading members of the
Lanka Sama Samaja (Trotskyist)
Party, who were tried and sentenced
to prison on charges arising from their
escape in 19:1‘2_ from a British concen-
tration camp.

I was arrested on the 8th of June,
1940. T was kept in detention till the

cise charges were ever made against
me. I was not tried before a court of
law. My colleagues and T refused to
appear before the Advisory Committee
—that mockery of judicial tribunals.

Why were we kept in detention?
challenge the right of Sir Andrew
Caldecott, agent of the Bank of Eng-
land and tool of the capitalist class of
Britain, to issue a warrant for my
arrest and detention. What right has
the ruling class of Britain to rule over
this, island except superior force?
Britain has as much right to rule over
the people as the Nazis to rule over
the people of Denmark and Norway,
or the Japanese imperialists to rule
over Formosa and Java. NO MORE,
The British ruling class came to this
island as pirates and have remained
here as plunderers, The British Em-
pire was built up by perjury by day
and forgery by night,

Ever since my return to this island
in 1932, my ecolleagues worked with
ceaseless endeavour to disseminate the
idep_of scientific socialism among the
petty bourgeois intelligentsia and the
advanced sections of the working class,
The spontaneous labour movement
which displayed tremendous vigour and
militaney in the twentics had spent its
force in the stafnant waters of trade
union politics by the early thirties.
After threc years of work in the pro-
pagation of Marxism, we had develop-
ed a sufficiently large nucleus, imhued
with the ideas of scientific socialisni,
that we were in a position to launch
the Tanka  Sama Samaja Party, in
December 1935, The history of the
party is known to the people of this
conntry. Suffice it to say that it put
itself at the forefront of every strug-
gle against imperialism and the capit-
alist class in this country ever since
the party was founded.

7th of April, 1942. No specific or pre- |,

*) VRO ow \
‘3’1f§’ky' ists

The leadership of the 1.S.8.P. fron
its very inception refused to com
under the leadership of the Stalinis
Communist International and remain-)
ed ever loyal to the principles Lenin
and ' Trotsky stood for in their day.
In Marche 1940 the party, under the
influence of the teachings of Trotsky,
expelled the Stalinists who were tiy-
ing to smuggle into the party Stalin-
ist contraband. 1In 1942 the L.S.8.P.
became a section of the Fourth Inter-
national, faunded by L'rotsky and the
comrades of the International Left
Opposition,

When the Second Tmperialist World
War broke out in September, 1939,
the party characterised the war as an
imperialist war and took a revolu-
tionary defeatist line. My colleagues
and I continued to intensify the class
struggle amd the fight against British
imperialism.  War is the continnation
of politics by oOther means, i.e. by
more forcible means. The character
of the war is determined by the class
that conducts the war. The war was
and remains an imperialist war for
markets, for sonrces of raw materials,
for colonies. The “‘democratic’” pow-
ers and the Axis powers are fighting
to determine which group shall dom-
inate the world. Democracy and Fas-
cism are hut two sides of the same
coin. Over-ripe and decadent capital-
ism_develops into Fascism when the
working class fails to overthrow cap-
italismi and set up its own form of
government the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

The Party refused to change its
chafacterization of the war on the
entry of the Soviet Union into the war,
It was quick however, in defining the

ar as._an_imperialist._war_on the part
of every country involved in,,i.t__gxqgﬁl}
the Soviet Union and Ching. The

€t Union is a workers’ state,
though deformed. Thus the Soviet
Union is fighting a progressive war in

defence of the gains of the October
Revolution.  The Party supports the
Soviet Union in this war and is doing
everything in its power to enable the
working class to render every inde-
pendent assistance to the Soviet Union
in this war, It stands for military
victory against the counter-revolu-
tionary forces of Hitler's Europe.

We support the war of the Chinese
workers and ‘peasants for national
liberation from the yoke of Japanese
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Imperialism. But the party works for
the defeat of British imperialism in
this r by the forces of the colonial
masseS and the working class of Brit-
ain.

The war has set in motion social and
pohitical forces that the ruling classes

of the warring imperialist powers
never bargained for. Fascism is al-

ready totitering in Europe thanks to
the hammer blows of the Red Army.
But Fascism is taking shape in Great
Britain and America.

The fate of the Empire of the

of the Mikado will go up in flames

Mikado is sealed. The paper huusmih

But the working class in Japan is
likely to settie accounts with the land-
lords and the capitalists of the Rising
Sun—not the armed forces of Amer-
ica and the British Empire. Befor

this war is over civil war will spread’

over Europe and Asia. The Soviet|

Union will play a dominant part in the|.

shaping of the world in the coming
years.

Revolutions are on the order of the
day. ‘%%1570{2 11(3?)0111 to believe that
the Furopean working class has noﬂ
henefited from its experiences since th
October Revolution in 1917. In thff
wake of the fall of Fascism working
class revolutions will break out in
[urope. The fall of Japanese imper-
ialism will give rise to colonial revolu-
tion. Lenin characterized this epoch
as the epoch of wars and revolutions.

[ escaped from prison in April, 1942,
for the purpose of helping the tiny
group of Iourth Internationalists in
India to build a party of the working
class that can take advantage of the
crises in Indian society that are break-
ing out in rapid succession. My col.
leagues and T timed our escape to be
in India at one of the most importan
crises in her history. We are glad tha.g
we were able to plgy an infinitesimally

small-part, ‘no deubtsin the movement]

that took place in Tndia from August,
1942. P

We were arrested on the 15th of
July, 1943, After spending five long
months in.the jails of British Imper-
ialism in India, we are back in the
dungeonis of British Imperalism in
Ceylon. Time is with us. IMPER-
IALISM IS DOOMED, THE FUTURE
IS WITH THE WORKING CLASS.
The working class of Ceylon under the
leadership of the Sama Samaja Party
will play its part in the coming years.

To wrest this control from their hands, to aid the. .

ORDER NOW !
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GERMANY._The

Indian

Trotskyists

Accuse
- Stalinist

(Comtinwed [rom Lyt 1.2
With the otuthrenk of the war in
Europe, however, and the rosurgentco

of the national libdeation movement in

Thdia (which they know would sweop
into Ceylon), they could hositite no
longer. ~In September, 1980 thoy nr- .
rested Perern and Gunawardone i

violation of their parlinmentary i

munity and seized other members ol

the Lanka Sama Sumujn, herding theim
into a concentration Smp without trind
or hearing of any kind, ‘Thoy conlin
ccated the purty's printing plant
Accompanyimg the oflivinl roprosion
there commenced o enmpuign ol n
official”’ terrorism ngainst the rank
and-«file of the party nnd loonl parey

leaders by the plantantion ownors
lntor, on

More than two yeurs | '
March 13, 1042, hoaving long N
{lf!‘%\rgon (he prrey 1Mo the ands lr‘ln”{l"
the ' British governor of Ceylon, (&l

Andrew Caldecott, offlcinlly proi i
tRe-suthiwrv of~the 'T'rotslyist move
ment, [t was no necident that Ll
crownimgz nob ol pepronsion oovtrrad ni
the time of the fresh and mighty up
surge of the pren
masses of Indin for freadom From LLTRL
ish rule.

Ingpired hy this
and realising the nrgont neid Lo«
lish a Trotskyist party on 1l
land of Indin, Porovi Cluninwnrdene
and their comrados 1 vl T oRdiRgm
from the concontention cingp il
ceed to Indin to help in this work

As Perera sndd in hin stntement o
the court in Koandy last ebriaey
My collenguox pnd T bl oiiy saiign
to*he in Indin nt one I..1 the most 1
sortant crisen L her hintory
: While in the Coylon oamp, (hey siw
ceeded in converting thair Jallor ||n
the Trotskylst programme, Mo auuistae
them in thelr osogpe, Together thay
made their way (o India, In (hat vasl
sink of colonlal despolism (hey Tound
the Auslaus of & Trotakyjst mavemant,

] yie wave of the sirug-
born on the rising g Beve

struggle ol the

e el
-Iul-

i

gle of the Indian MAsLes
themselves Into the work of wumllml
together a fHrm  Trofahkyinl munn'r;
ation, they asslsted vastly In n

labour, : y

The  Boluhoyviles Lioniniat LTIR R [
Indin, basod on the tested pragramin
of the Fourth lnl.-nnulmnjul Wil
founded 1t commbnod with o Trotaky

ist group in Burman and with £ Im;ll‘ -
Sama Samajn 10 Ceylon, o L“'Nli' ;
Federation of Bolshovik- Loninisl e
1es of Burmn, Coyvlon wndd Tinedin

The orging] nuelons of Ehe Bl hin
vile-Loninist Party of Tudin sonpsiaboil

Hulitore wlin

of wenwonog revalut iy
T 1 L

entiie overs to Lrntalyising
y erT
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" CIne Belgiam, and in Grooce,

To this treacherous policy of the Imperialists the workers must
Shipments of food and distribution
to the masses must be carried out under working class comtrol.

Strangulation of the revolution b

smbiara |

reply with their own weapons.

Jmperialists.

of Action.

the revolutionary masses,

= Operation of this policy in the midst of an Imperialist war
means a struggle against the State.

struggle for power.

Workers of Britain must demand of the Labour leaders now
that they end the coalition and-conduct a struggle for power to
aid the masses of Greece and Europe,

To wrest this control from their hands, to aid the
toiling masses, who are sounding the death knell of Capitél, should |
be the policy of the working class.

During the wars of intervention against the Russian Revolution,
the workers of Britain forged the mighty weapon of Councils
Once again the solidarity with the masses of Greece
and Belgium demands the need for such Councils of Action.
They are needed to stop the shipment of food and munitions to
the counter-revolutionaries and the shipment of food and arms to

- e .

¥ starvation is the policy of the

It means an immediate

> LAl —
The Mrty was Fuumlm!. Hbaration from the yoke of Japanoeso | will play its part In the coming years.

ORDER NOW !

GERMANY_The Key
to the International

~ Situation N
By LEON TROTSKY.

The background to the rise of Hitler and the
responsibility of the Labour and Stalinist Leaders.

INTRODUCTION by TED GRANT - -

O
L

December,. 1931

BEHIND THE GREEK EVENTS : ...

WITHIN A MONTH OF “ LIBER-
ATION " THE CLASS STRUGGLE IN

GREECE HAS REACHED THE
POINT OF CLVIL WAR. THE
CHURCHILL OVERNMENT OF

BRITISH CAPITALISM HAS INTER-
VENED WITH TROOPS, PLANES
AND WARSHIPS ON THE SIDE OF
THE REACTIONARIES, SHOOTING
DOWN REWSOLUTIONARY WORK-
ERS IN THE STREETS OF'ATHENS,

This follows on the events in Belg-
ium, where British imperialist inter-
vention supported the Pieriot Govern-
ment in shooting down a mass demon-
stration of the Resistance movement
which was demanding bread and pol-
itical liberty; and in Sicily under
‘““Allied’’ rule, wheére police fired on
a demonstration in Palermo on Oct-
ober 19th, killing 16 and wounding
103

The conclusion is plain: the Anglo-
American imperialists are willing to
drown the workers and peasants in
blood, in order to crush the European
Socialist Revolution, and prop up their
reactionary quisling Governments.

THE [CIVIL WAR: FORCES
INVOLVED

The forces struggling in Greece are
ag follows.  On one side stands EAM,
a Popular-Frontist seven-party  coal-
ition, in which both the Communist
Party: and the Liherals participate.
This is a mass movement of workers
and peasants which came into being
order to resist the German occupation.
It organised strikes and guerilla activ-
ity against the Nazis, during which
the army ELAS was formed, which is
now fighting in Athens.

On the other side stand all the forces
of capitalist and landlord reaction.
'hese comprise the monarchist resist-

ance organisation EDES, headed by
Colonel -Zervas, which spent @ great

deal of its time under the Nazi ocen-
pation in fighting ELAS; the Greek
Mountain Brigade and Sacred Battal-
ion, both formed by the British lin
Egypt, consisting entirely of reaction-
ary elements (the former was ‘purged”
of all democratic elements in - May,
after the mutiny in favour of EAM;
the latter is a Commando foree con-
sisting almost entirely of officers sery-
mg as privates). Fighting together
with these, is the Government police —
the nature of which can best be sum-
med up by quoting from the “‘Sunday
Times'' (10/12/44):

“The attitude of the Athenian
population in general and ELAS
troops in particular towards the
police is understandable when it is
recalled that they served the Ilate
dictator, General Metaxas, faith-
fully, they served the Germans faith-
fully, and now are serving M. Papen-
dreou, and the chief, Evert, is
passing on orders to his men from
a British general as he did from a
German for three-and-a-half years.”
Standing behind all these, and now

actively intervening on their behalf are
the British Government and Armed
Forces.

THE CAUSE OF THE FIGHTING

The immediate canse of the fighting
lay in the order of the Greek Govern-
ment that all velunteer organisations
were to be disarmed by December 20th,
and that a ‘“National Army’' should be
formed. The leadership of EAM agreed
to this proposal. They  demanded,
howevern. in face of the pressure of
their followers, that it should include,
not merely the dishandment of ELAS.
but also of the Mountain Brigade and
the Sacred Battalion.

The British Ambassador, Rex Leeper,
informed the Greek Golvernment that

these forces were under British com-
mand, ana ine Leitish Government
Woulu not agree to their disbandment,
Following on  this: maintenanee of
armed  reacuionary formations; while
the workers and peasants were to be
dusarmed, the latter were more alarmed

when  Royalist demonstrations took
piace in Athens.
In reply, EAM’ resiguned from the

Government: on December “nd, and
called a Demonstration on the 3rd, to
protest against this reactignary pro-
voeation. The Government forbade
the demonstration at midnight on the
2nd,—i.e., obviously waiting until it
was too late for EAM to cancel it effec-
tively—in order to provoke a clash.
The demonstration took place, a col-
wmn of unarmed demonstrators, carry-

g (sad illusion!) the flags of their
“liberators” — DBritain, America and
Russia. Coldly, deliberately and with-

out provocation, the Greek police shot
down the procession. 15 people were
killed, 148 wounded,

The workers’ reaction was swift. The
aim of the Government was only too
plain—to provoke a clash, ernsh and
disarm the masses, and instal a die-
tatorship. | EAM replied by declaring
a General Strike in Athens. ; Then
British intervention started.

British forces disarmed 800 ELAS
troops  entering  Athens. General
Scobie issued an ultimatum that un-
less ELAS troops left Athens and Pir-
aeus by midnight of December 6th,
they would bhe treated as enemies, A
day later, British troops opened fire
on the enemy. The workers who had
resisted the Nazis forn 3 yvears, who had
mahy times declared strikes and fought
the quisling police—three wecks after
the “liberation’”. were thrown once
more into the battle. Opposing them,
the same police—and foreign soldiers
—though the field-grey had changed
for khaki, the Schmeissers for Stens.

This is how the civil war originated.
1t 1s, however, obvious that the ques-
tion of arms conceals something more
fundamental. It is that the fiction of
“national unity’’ in the countries op-
pressed by German imperialism has
been utterly destroyed. The mass of
workers and peasants who formed the
core of resistance to the Nagis, having
overthrown the Nazi regimé of starv-
ation and reaction, are continuing the
tignt for peace, bread and political
liverty, for a Government of their own
choice. The reactionary Resistance
groups under capitalist and monarch-
15t control, together with the. Allied
Governments and General Stalls, arc
stipporting the Governments-in-exile—
Quislings of the Allics—who are re-
imposimg  the regime of famine and
political reaotion, and dragging the
tmasses once more into the war on the
side of Auglo-American imperialism.

BRITISH IMPERIALIST
INTERVENTION

One thing stands out plainly from
the whole Greek situation. The civil
war would have been a trifling affair,
the reactionary Government would
have collapsed, had it not been for the
intervention of the British Govern-
ment.

Churchill, defending his actions in
the Hotse of Commons, did so on the
grounds that “law and order’' must be
maintained; the Tlegal Governments
musts be upheld; and in the interests
of democracy, no armed bodies would
be allowed to seize power by force.

Chuarchill bravely defends “‘pure de-
mocracy’’ against her violators, He
also claimed that British intervention
was i the interests of no “faction’.
What a coincidence thal the British
Government happens to be on the side
of every reactionary force in Greece,
and that Churchill reviles only the
workers and peasants]

“Non-partisan’’—then how does it
come about that Chuavchill, while re-
viling EAM, supports the quisling
‘*Security Battalions’’, formed by the
Nazis to figzht ELAS? This support,
first stated by Churchill on May 24th,
was repeated omt December 9th. 'The
character of the ‘““Security Battalions'
was illuminated by’ this item in the
“Daily Telegraph' (8/12/44):

‘‘Col. Georg Papadogonas, chief of
quisling Security Battalions in the
Peloponnese during the German oc-
cupation, was killed when ELAS
forces attacked Goudi concentration
camp near Athens where he was
prisoner. Papadogonas was first
Greek to be prociaimed war criminal
by Greek Government’’.

‘‘Nor-partisan’”’—then why are British
forces fighting side by side with EDES,
as was admitted in the B.B.C.. 9 o’clock
News on December 6th? EDEY was
also subject to the order to disarm the
guerillas.  Ts this not partisan? The
secret is--that EDES is a4 monarchist

organisation. ¢ Constitutional Gov-
ernments must be upheld.”’
““ANTI-FASCISTS"” YESTERDAY—

‘“MURDER GANGS ' TODAY!

Churchill, reviling those who had re-
sisted the Nazmis, said:

““If what is called in this amend-
ment ‘the action of the friends of
democracy’ is to be interpreted as a
carefully planned coup d’etat- by
murder gangs, and by the iron rule
of rufians seeking to climb into the
seats of power without a vote ever
having been passed in their favour—
if that is to masquerade as demo-
cracy, | think the House wili unite
in condemning it as a mockery.”

Mg. Churchill was looking in the wrong
direction for his ‘“‘ruffians'’ and ‘“mur-
der gangs''; he should have lorked to-
wards the ‘‘seats of ponwer’. Who
elected the Papendreou Government?
(Continued on back page)
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TR Bolshevik: Loninist Party of
India, bhased on the tested programue,
of the IFourth [International, was
founded. It combined with a Trotsky-
ist group in Burma and with the Lanka
Sama Samaja in Ceylon, to form the
Federation of Bolshevik-Leninist Part-
tes of Burma, Ceylon and India.

The original nucleus of the Bolshe-
vik-Leninist Party of Tndia consistoed
of seasoned revolutionary fighters who
came overs to  Trotskyism from the
treacherous  Stalinist party and the
middle-of-the-road Congress Socialist
Party. The activity and growth of the
new party, evidenced in its diverse and
energetic activity and, especially, its
excellent press, testify to the political
maturity of the Indian Trotskyist
movement.

Comrades Perera and Gunawardene
continued  their work in India as
undergronnd revolutionists while - the
British imperialists, having placed a
hﬁlge price on their heads, scoured the

untry in efforts to capture them.
Finally, on July 15th, 1943, together
with a third “comrade mamed*Kusuma,
they - were arrested in Bombay in a
serics of police raids. Two other Cey-
lon comrades, R. S. V. Senanayake and
L. Cooray, were arrested in police raids
in Madras. After spending five months
in the prisons of India, the Ceylon
cdomrades were {ransported hack teo
Ceylon for trial.

The raids and arrests were not the
result of any lack of caution hy the
Indian comrades. They were betrayed
by the Stalinists who directed the
police to their homes and hiding places.

ulkarnt had wormed himgell info The
party (i Bombay by -simulating devo-
tion to the cause of Trotskyism and
the Indian Revolution. By his subse-
‘quent conduct he aroused suspicion,
but before the alarm could be raised
ne had already esecuted his perfidious
assigniient and the raids took place.
“Permanent Revolution' in_itg
Jan.-March, 1944 issue states: ““We
are now in a position, on the basis of
poljce - interrogations of the arrested
comrades and the activities of the
Stalinigt hireling Kulkarni, to state
that the Bombay police acted on in-
formation supplied by the ¢! P.I. (Com-
munist Party of India).” Commenting
on this black treachery, the paper
writes:
...""The ‘Communists’ have 'crowned
their poopular front policy in a fitting
manner by allying themselves with the
Raj police. In doing so they are only
living up to the notoriety of their con-
freres abroad. Under the benign wing
of the imperialist government, the
Indian Stalinists shall continue their
nefarious work, but the revolution, in
its turn, will extract its price of blood
for these counter-revelutidnary acts.'
While the Trotskyists are mercilessly
persecuted by the British Raj. the
Stalimst party has been legalised an
is allowed to work in the open. hecause
it has become an agency for keeping
the Tndian masses in servitude to the
British colonial despots.
In the coming period, the masses of
India will rally in ever greater numhers
to the clean revolutionary banner of
Trotskyism. They will turn their backs
on the deceivers in Gandhi’s Congress
Party. the fainthearts in the Congress
Socialist Party, and the Stalinist he-
trayers. The Bolshevik-Leninist Party
of India will grow into a mighty party
of the Indian masses and will
them to wictory in their struggle for

liberation,

A paid Stalinist functionary named -

lead

N b
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Supplement to SOCIALIST APPEAL.

MID - DECEMBER, 1944.

ANEURIN BEVAN SUPPORTS
GOVERNMENT

(Continued from page 1).

Aneurin Bevan started off by
attacking Ernest Bevin's speech:

“One complete answer to Mr.
Bevin is that only three bodies of
public opinion in the world have
gone on record in his support—
Fascist S Fascist Portugal, and
the majority of the Tories in the
House of Commons.”

He then went on to say:

“This Conference should go on
record condemmning the action of the
Government and insist that our re-

» presentatives inside the Government

exercise a more decisive

e s | - Should
WM influence on the conduct of ow

‘dangerous.

affairs, or leave the Tories to do
their own dirty! work.”

Once having stated this, the obvious
course of action for anyone taking
this position seriously would have

been to demand an end to the in-.
fafnous and isling collaboration

with the British Tories in doing their
dirty work in this and other countries.
For this is what the Labour leaders
have been doing for the last four
years. But delegates could have
asked Ancurin Bevan “ Where do we
go from here?” Which indeed they
did. Shouts from <the body of the
hall called to him * We agrnee with all
that, but what is your alternative?”
Bevin lamely remarked * This is un-
fair" because the E.C. had not per-
mitted amendments”. But this excuse
is no answer! Bevan wanis to have
his cake and eat it He wants to
support the government and the
coalition in the imperialist war «sand-
allow himself the-fuxury. of empty
criticism. Bevan says that the
Labour leaders shouldn’t do the dirty
work of the Tories. The rank and flle
flabour workers might well ask that
Bevan should not do the dirty work
for the Labour ministers. = As a harm-
Lesa critic who does not take his
criticism’ seriously but puts it forward
merely as a means of diverting the
anger of the labour workers, he plays
the role of lightning-conductor for
the Labour ministers. He said: “I
don’t want to break up the national
government on this issue.” In that
case, Mr, Bevan, you are as respon-
sible for the crimes of Churchdl and
the riling class as Ernest Bevin him-
gelf. In fact, your role is more
Because, while ecriticis-
ing in words, you prevent the masses
from moving against this infamous
counter-revolutionary government and
its erimes. Those who are not with
us are against us, that is the decisive
test in this case. You try telling the
Greek workers who are dying from
the bullets of British imperialisma on
t._hn |'os.p«:nn’||:lll1y of thig gnvc-i‘:ﬂ:nnt

your cleverly concealed position, to
the steel workers of Ebbw Vale and
the miners of South Walles, and see
what they will tefl you!

When it comes to the test you
are on the other side, You may
gay these are hard words Bevan.

But there can be mo' fooling
when - the destiny of hundreds
of millions in Rurope, when the

destiny of the British working class
depends on the actions of the working
class movement, and not mere words.

Bevan revesfled how tense the feel-
ing of the workers is when he warned
that while they might decide one
Mhing the workers in uniform might
decide another-—and then where would
they be? d

Bu. he gave no lead to the workers
of Britain. If Bevan can help it the
coalition is to continue—until such
time as the Tories have mo more use
for it.

The bitterness of the rank and
file was revealed by the uproar at the
Conference due to the flagrant
manoeuvres of the platform and the
chairman in not allowing amendments
to the resolution, not only on this
question but on others,

Had a diear lead been put to end
this disastrous coalition and " take
power on a socialist programme, the
rank and file would undoubtedly have
responded enthusiasticakiy, The
speeches of the trade union hbureau-
erats which condemned the resolution
faint-heartedly — Benstead of the

“bthers, reflecting the pressure of the
rank and file—all" sheltered - behind
the cowardly statement that they
could not break up the government.
The temper of the rank and file was
shown by the numerous references to
the gllorious episode of the Jolly
George when the British workers pre-
vented Churghill from making war
on Russia by stopping supplies in
1920, and the call for the same action
today.

On all questions, on the other hand,
the cowardly and treacherous attitude
of the leadership was revealed. In
declaring that the German and
Japanese masses were responsible for
the crimes of their rulers and the
desmand that they should pay, they
confirmed their Vansittart attitude.
On all major problems that confront
the working class today the leader-
ship stood behind the ecapitalists,
whiie the rank and file were dragged
unwillingfy behind them for lack of
an alternative leadership.

The one thing the Labour leaders
were more terrified of than anything
else, was the possibility of being
faorced onto the road of taking powaer

N.U.R,, Griffiths of the miners — and |

of the masses are another; the last

word rests with the masses.
NOW IS THE TIME T0 END
THE - COALIION

Workers! Look where thig collabor-
ation with the ruling class by the
Labour leaders has led us? ‘While
the Labour leaders have been exhort-
ing the workers to “Go to it" and
the soldiers to die “for demoeracy”
they have led them to this shameful
pass Today your brothers and sons
are dying in Greece to preserve, a re.
actionary clique of royalist [ascists, to
preserve the profits and intercsts of
British capitalists.

The workers cannot te satisfied
with such o result of the Labour
Party Conference, when it is clear to
everyone that Greece is not the last,
but only the first of a series of
episodes of like character. It is time

that this shameful coalition was
ended! There is no excuse for walt-
ing. The mass of the people in

Britain are horrified at the crimes
of Churchill and the government.
Now is the time to expose the Tories
in the eyes of the electorate! Now
is the time when a majority could
easily be gained for Labour! Now is
the time to force a General Election.
Churchill says that the Greeks have
no democratic mandate. Has he got
a democratic mandate for his crimes?
Let the people of Britain declde.
With a fighting policy Labour would
overwhelm the Tories at an election.

Workers! Demand that  your
leaders end this coalition!  Greece
is a taste of what the Tories Held, in
store for the workers of all Kurope
and for Britain if they are allowed
to retain control and dictate policy.
Our duty to the Greek workers and
psasants—our duty to the starving
Indians—our duty to our German class
brothers struggling agsinst Hitler—
our duty to the British workers—all
demand that we fight this capitulation
to the class enemy

Workers of the Revolutionary
Communist Party will fight side by
side with the Labour workers to foree
the Labour leaders out of the warm
ministerial seats to which they have
clung so long, By foreing them
to take power we believe that the
working class moveiment in Britain
can take a tremendous step forward,
It can serve to expose the fact that
the Labour leaders are incapable of
serving the .interests of the worl s,
The road will be clear for ths Revo-
lutionary Communist Party to attract

to its banner the majority of the
working class who still have illusions |

in the Labour leaders.
. Support the Revolutionary Com-

menist Parby in its fight to end tlgtk.

coalition!
Demand Aneurin Bevan, G.

Strauss and the other “ Lefts ", ma

their words with deeds!
Demund  fram  your

lealers, 'I‘Imﬁ
the Hitlon Y

!

‘Roosevelt and Churchill

: UROPEAN
REVOLUTION

The events in Greece can come as
na surprise to readers of the “Socialist
While the Stalinists and
Labour leaders have been lulling the
working class with utopian dreams of
peace and plenty once the Nazis have
been defeated in Turope, we have con-
sistently shown the cause of the war
and the inevitable results it would
bring, in increased suffering and in-
security for the masses of the people,
it capitalism survives.

Appeal’’,

The real motives of the imperialists
have been revealed in one incident
after another as nothing but the pro-
motion of the naked class interests ot
the ruling class. Long ago, Lenin had
answered in.advance all the shameful
arguments of the DPollitts and the
Dutts, of the Attlees and the Bevins,
when he pomnted out that the character
of the war was always determined by
the class which held the power.

This new war of intervention against
the Greek people ‘was prepared long
in advance 1 a conspiracy hetween
) at  Quebec.
And probably at Teheran,‘in the secret
horse-dealing and discussions between
the '‘Big Three'’ which have never
been revealed, a similar conspiracy
against the peoples of all Europe was
hatched.

Churchill has revealed the complicity
of Roosevelt in the gangster prepar-
ations to strangle the rights and move-
ment of the Greek masses. - He has
done sc because of the cunning man-
ocuvre of American imperialism to dis-
avow all responsibility for the attempt
of British imperialism to dictate the
governments of Ttaly, Belgium, and
now Greece. American imperialism
wishes Britain to be covered with the
odium and hatred which these viola-
tions of the rights of the Kuropean
peoples will bring among the masses
m Europe, in order that she can reap
the benefits later. This it was, which
compelled Churchill to reveal that the
American capitalists were a party to
this plan, He stated in parliament:

“I therefore proposed to the Tre-
sident (as the position of the Ger-
man garrison in Greece hecame un-
tenahle) that we should try to gather
forces to enter Greece as and when
the German position was sufficiently
weakened, and. above all, to save
Athens from the amarchy ‘and starv-
ation which threatened it. | pointed
out that, if there was a long hiatus
after the German authorities went
from the city before an organised
government could be set up, it was
vory likely that the E.A.M. and the
Communist extremists would at-
tampt to soize the city and orush all

Y

other countries as well. The political
general staff of capitalism, especially
men like Churchill, have assimilated
the lessons of the last world war. 1t
was ended by the Russian revolution,
revolutions in  Germany, Austria-
Hungary and other countries and a
revolutionary situation in ltaly, France
and even britmin. The masses who
had paid the price in blood and sulf-
ermg while their masters made mil-
hons out of the slaughter and hunger
demanded a ‘reckoning for the crimes
of capitalism. The capitalist spokes-
men have been haunted throughout
this war by a fear of the repetition of
ihese events.

Churchill has made many speecches
in which he showed his anxiety over
this problem notably at Columbia Uni-
versity when he was given an hongr-
ary degree, at the time of the first
Quebec Conference.

It was at the time of the mass move-
ment of the workers and peasants of
Italy which precipiated and burst forth
after the fall of Mussolini. Churchill
as was subsequently revealed sent
frantic telegrams to General Alex-
ander demanding an advance into ltaly
to prevent ‘‘anarchy” and ‘‘chaocs’ i.e.
any attempt of the Italian masses to
take control into their own hands.
Not for nothing did Churchill in his
speech in the House of Commons on-
Grgece. def ; ==dHd support
pl Mussolini and fascism in the past::
1 certainly thought, at that par-
icular time, that the kind of regime
ot up 1n Italy at that time was
hetter than a general slump of Italy
into the furious Bolshevik civil war
‘hich was raging in many other
arts of Europe.”

So that Churchill as a typical repre-
sentative of, British capitalism regard-
ed approvingly as ‘‘law and order’’ the
terror regime of Mussolini with its
castor oil, concentration camps, brutal
beatings up, tortures and ‘‘murder
gangs'’, so long as it was directed
against the working class.

Churchill and the ruling class can
see that the masses of Kurope even
more than in the last war arc seething
with hatred and bitterness against
capitalism and all its works. The last
world war, the world slump, unemploy-
ment and it attendant anxieties and
horrors, then fascism and o new and
worse slaughter of the peoples. These,
ptus the fact that the capitalists ol
the HKuropean countries have lived
well ang flourished during all these
phases, have roused the peoples to a
hitterness and hatred seldom seen 1n
history. When the peoples see thal
“iheration’’ from the iron keel of the
Nazis will restore the capitalist col-
lahorators and quislings inte power
they will not tolerate such a shameful
vosult  of their heroic 5tr-uu;.:h- I‘,n'
frpedom from tho yole of the Nuwis,

the best panacea for social and pol-
itical maladies such as that now re-
vealed in Greece .'md’ ‘{f!SEW'IIPl'fl mn
less virulent form. * This c_‘-:}nsulr_—‘r-
ation makes it necessaty for the
allied armies to put i_tn'th unesx-
ampled efforts in the tllvpth_nl' winter
in country of a type In which 1t has
been customary to go into winter
guarters, They have to fight not
only for the political, military, and
moral ends which have heen accepted
thronghout the war but also to save
Kurope from the ah))'ss which 1(1: is
approaching., The de at of Ger-
manv at the earliest possible moment

is the first need.”

What the gentlemen of the ruling
¢lass fear above all is the outbrealk of

iali : ion—in— Germany,
a socialist revokitiop——ih— LxC Y
whig “on~the-orderpi the day

according to the latest reports which
have been published by such papers as
the “Daily Telegraph'. That 1s_why
consid€rations of military possibilities

that this may mean hundreds of thou-
sands of more British and American
casualties, The capitalist class w!.‘fh
o have their hands free to deal with
the masses in the other countries utl
Europe, as they are attempting to Ill“.l‘
with Greece.. They want to finish tu_
war before the winter 18 out in order
to ‘‘save Rurope from the abyss which
Ms approaching’’. A
Meanwhile Churchill and the ruling
class confidently expect the support of
Stalin and the bureaucracy 1n their
struggle against the socialist revulu‘-
tion in Kurope, above all in Germany.

Tt is significant that Stalin has not
issued a single word of protest against
the brutal war of aggression w}]u-h
British imperialism 1s waging against
the Greek people. _

Tnstead of clearly pointing out to tho
peoples ol Kurope and the world the
implications of the present position in
Europe and preparing them 19:' 4
strugule against the implacable capit-
alist class who will now turn to ,-‘\n;:tu-‘
American imperialism as their masters
and for protection against the P_,lnjnp-l
can peoples as they turned to H_|t]_e31
before: the Stalinists and  Socialist
leaders Hyst(?lllklh(‘a”j' deceive the
working class as to the real Sltll:l-tl(]]E
in Furope and the aims and intentions
of the ruling class. Fven now the]{
are shamefully hiding the fact tha
Churchill is only behaving as a consist-
ent representative of the aims of
Allied imperialism. A !

/ abour Party Conference the
1‘9.;1\ffnr::}{i I‘-l\rﬂmr “fi"_”“".‘_r“,.-w‘.’ll‘l},'_;-‘_"
stated  CthatTtherd “wontd he 'I‘E\"O_l-l
tionary situations in the coming periot
all over the show ', mot in order 'to
prepare the workers for a rl-m'nm_r,'ll-_ but
to  warn them :lp,'?l}!llhl i § n1||||||[|1|.~4[| g
and Crevolubionary mothods of wolve
ing their prahloms,

L. [ .

qun

dobanan . anadaal

have to hepiast aside despite the fact’



molf, In  faot, your role Is more
dangoerous, Because, while criticis-
ing in words, you prevent the masses
from moving against thig infamous
countcr-_rewolu-tionary government and
its crimes. Those who are not with
us are against us, that is the decisive
test in this case. You try telling the
Greek workers who are dying from
the bullets of British imperialism on
the responsibility of this government—
You take open responsibility for
Churchill and his erimes, which is

confirmed  thelr Vansittart attitude.
On all major problems that confront
the working class today the feader-
ship stood behind the capitalists,
while the rank and file were dragged
unwillingfy behind them for lack of
an alternative leadership.

The one thing the Labour leaders
were more terrified of than anything
else, was the possibility of being
forced onto the road of taking power
themselves. But Conference de-
cisions are one thing: the decisions

. " ]
to its banner the majority of the
working class who still have lllusiunnl
in the Labour leaders.
. Support the Revolutionary Com-
menist Padby in its fight to end the,
coalition! : o
Demand Aneurin Bevan, G. R.
Strauss and the other “ Lefts ¥, matcl
their words with deeds! e
Demand from your leaders, that
they end the coalition and fight for
power on a socigiist programme!

 BEHIND

(Continued from page 3.)

Who gave it 4 mandate to shoot dogn
unarmed demonstrations of \V()I‘k(—!ﬂ
and their families in the streets of
Athens? In fact, it was formed under
the aegis of British imperialism and
the Greek King, following on the mut-
inies of last April: under its ‘‘demo-
cratic 7 “ constitutional” rule, 85 per
cent of the Greek armed forces in the
Middle East were gaoled. Elected by
no-one, it is backed only by the land-
lords and capitalists in Greece, and by
British imperiaiism.
~ This is made glaringly ‘clear by the
fact that Papendreou himself offered

" to resign in favour of an 30-year-old
Liberal, Sophoulis. This was after the
civil war had begun, and ntight huve
stopped it. But Papendreou stated that
he was forbidden to do so under
Churchill's orders. We hold no brief
for “Bonomi Governments', hut we
aslkk: how can Churchill assume' the
mask of a ‘““‘democrat’’ when he sup-
ports a Government which has not even
confidence in itseif? The demonstrat-
ors -carried hanners past the British
Embassy which read:

‘‘British soldiers, let us choose our
own government!’’

OLD IMPERIALIST SLANDERS
REVIVED

| In order to give a semblance of
justification for their intervention in
(ireece, the British imperialists are
trotting out. the hoary old tale of
“CGlerman influence'’, Evidently re-
membering how he _used 1t against

Loenin and Trotsky when doing the
sme. dirty job of intervention in
RRussia, Churchill revived the story

during his speech in the House of
Commons:
‘... anumber (of Germans) had
been left behind and are acting in
ELAS ranks.”
Joyfully seizing on this the gutler
pross 1s playing it up hard. Thus the
‘‘Sunday Dispatch’’ of Decemher 10th
muakes onr flesh creep by telling us that
ELAS are armed with German wea-
pong, How surprising! Where do you
think ELAS got its weapons to resist
the Nazis if not by disarming German
troops ?  Remember, the British Gov-
ernment sent arms only to EDES. And
there are Germans in ELAS ranks:
how  surprising to our Vansittartists.
that there were some German soldiers
who deserted to join the ‘workers in
occupied countries against the Nazis!
Wea shall ne doubt soen be hearing that
the whole Resistance’ movement was
orpganised and financed by the Nazis!

There ean be no .doubt as to the real
ronson why British imperialism is in-

tervening., They are afraid of the Soc-
ialist Revolution. Churchill, dropping
the ‘‘demoeratic’”’ mask, fulminates!
re it would be very much
easier for us to stay away and allow
everything to degenerate into an-
archy or a Gommunistic dictator-
ship.”’
And Churehill, as he showed during
the intervention in Soviet Russia after
the last war, will go to any lengths to
try and erush communism.

PLANNED AT QUEBEC—DOWN
WITH SECRET DIPLOMACY

Churchill lifted a corner of the veil
covering Allied secret diplomacy. He
revealed in the House of CCommons that
at QQuebec an agreement was reached
with Roosevelt for Lhe proyision of an
army and U.N.R.R.A. m order to oc-
cupy (Greece, because ‘it was very
likely that the EAM- and Communist
extremists would attempt to seize the
city.”” Thus, n secret, the Allied
chiefs worked out a complete plan of
counter-revolution,

We Trotskyists have consistently
condemned this secret diplomacy. We
know that it covers agreements of in-
ternational capital against the work-
ing-class.  In the same way, the iron
censorship which covers the “liber-
ated” countries conceals the most in-
tense class struggles, in which the
Allies are doing everything to back the
capifalists against the workers. Al-
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most no news was released from
(ireece until . . . ecivil war was immin-
ent! The working-class must demand:
lift the political censorghip! Conduct
negotiations in public! Down with
counter-revolutionary secret diplom-
acy!

At this time the complete solidarity
of the British Government with Greek
reaction was evident. In Greece, the
monarchist EDES was engaging in civil
war with ELAS; and in the House of
Commons, Eden stated that the bulk
of British arms dropped in Greece went
to EDES. Dealing with the British
intervention we wrote in the “Secialist’
Appeal”’ Mid-May, 1944:

‘‘General Sir Bernard Paget, C-in-
C. Middie East, referred in the class-
ical language of civil war to ‘‘sub- |
versive elements’ organising the
mutiny in the First Greek Brigade,
and spoke of ‘reorganising the re-
liable elements’.

. » . The civil war now raging, the
viciously suppressed strike, is merely
the prelude to far more bitter strug-
gles when the Allies enter Greece
and the full depths of their reaction-
ary policy are evident. General
Paget’s ‘reliable elements’ are the
cadres of the capitalist side in this
civil war; the Allies will bring their
quislings with them, already steeled
in the brave art of suppressing re-
bellion.”’

This estimation, based on the clasg
character of the British and Greek
Governments, is amply confirmed.

The Allies are not at this stage at-
tempting  to impose the King on
Gireece. They are waiting until the
revolution has heen crushed by the
“democratic republican’ government
_of Papendreou, when they can bring
ont the heavy artillery of reaction.

PROBLEMS FACING THE GREEK
MASSES

It is difficult. with the seant inform-
ation at our disposal to reach a true
picture of the Greek war. But certain
facts stand ount plainly. -

The strngele in Athens is a struggle
for power. Tt is mo longer a question
of reforms, of exerting pressure on the
Government. Either the Greek work-
ers will be victorious or they will be
drowned in blood. But victory, diffi-
cult enough in face of the powerful
military force of British imperialism,
is impossible without a clear revolu-
tionary aim. As far as can be scen
the EAM leadership does mot give the
movement such an aim. The slogans
of the demonstrators:

“‘Long llve Churchilll’’, “‘Long live

Roosevelt!’’,  Down with Papen-

ool o onte TOB0G WN I |
the German position was sufliciently
weakenod, and, above all, to save
Athens from the anarchy and starv-
ation which threatened it. 1 pointed
out that, if there was a long hiatus
after th: German authorities went
from the city before an organised
government could be set up, it was
very likely that the E.A.M. and the
Communist extremists would at-
tempt to seize the city and crush all
other forms of Greek expression but
their own.”’

What Churchill means of course, ig
that having liberated themselves from
the shackles of the Nazi conguerors
largely by their own efforts. having
ot rid of the Nazis. Chirehill and
Roosovelt have heen afraid thev would
not tolerate their own capitalists for
any ;ﬁ'ngf.h of time—qguislings—who
waxed fab on the share of the spoils
the Nazis allowed them while the
masses  starved, - Tence the prepar-
ations to crush with an iron hand any
move of the masses to take control
into their own hands.

Thus Churchill and Rbosevelt pre-
pared not to make war on the Ger-
mans in Greece, they were preparing
to evacuate. but to make war on the
Greek people. - This to forcibly im-
pase on them a government, to the
liking of Churchill and Roosevelt,
which thev knew in advance would be
rejected by the Greek people.

But clearly the Imperialists know
that the process taking place in
Gireece has been taking place in

plus the fact that the capitalists ol
the Muropean countries have lived
well angd Hourished during all these
phases, have roused the peoples to a
hitterness and hatred seldom seen in
history. = When the peoples see that
“iberation’’ from the iron heel of the
Nazis will restore the capitalist col-
lahorators and gquislings into power
they will not tolerate such a shameful
result of their heroic struggle for
freedom [rom the yoke of the Nazis.
Especially when “liberation’ brings
anly further privations for the miasses
while the rich gontinue to live as they
did under the Nazis.

The explosion in Greece is but a
foreshadowing ef similar explosions of
the masses throughout Kurope. The
most soher representatives of finance-
capital the ‘1] i its.editorial

th Dec. assesses the prospect m ac-
(]éﬁ‘féwér‘?t_)?&}uding . .

“The explosion of feeling in Greece
must stand as a warning. It reveals
more clearly than ever hefore though
there have been other symptoms of
like nature the extent to which the
nerves of Burope have heen strained
and tempers irritated by the deaden-

ing oppression of over five years of

total war. There is no certainty that
vietory and peace will he accompan-
ied by tranguillity; in fact complete
tranquillity has generally been re-
stored only gradually after the long-
er and more distressing of the wars
of the past. DBut there can he no
doubt that victory over Germany

with all that it implies. will provide:

5.5, men,

ent “vopresentative of
Allied imperialism.

At the Labour Party Conference the

the alms of

renegade < Arthur  Woodburn _ openly
stated “that—there “Wwoilld be revolii=

tionary situations in the coming period
all over the show'. not in order ‘to
prepare the workers for a struggle but
to warn them against “‘Communist’,
and ‘‘revolutionary’’ methods of solv-
ing their prohlems.

No matter what the military devel-

the dream of the “Times” is realised
and complete militrry victory is
achieved over Germany will not solve
the problems of the ruling class. The
British and American soldiers have no
particular relish for the joh of being
It would jnevitably provoke
trouble -as did the attempt to use the
army for counter-revolutionary pur-
poses after the last war. In addition
the workers of Britain and America
will not be satisfied with the results
that the war will bring for them.
Gicantic struggles will take place in
Britain and even in America.

The sole way out for the workers
of Europe lies in the overthrow of cap-
italism and the establishment of a Soc-
izlist TTnited States of Hurope. Werk-
ers of Britain. help us to build a re-
volntionary Party the Revolutionary
Communist Party, which predicted this
outcome of the war and which has the
programme which will put an end to
capitalism and its off-spring wars, un-
employmens, and fascism.

GREE

dreou!'’, ‘‘Long live democracy!”’,
‘‘Beans and lentils but no King!"”

reflect an extremely limited conscious-
ness of their tasks.

T'hig is not surprising, in view of the
character of EAM, which is a Popular
I'ront coalition of liberal-capitalist and

workers' organisations, prefiominantly’

Stalinist. This leadership had already
capitulated by’ entering Papendreou’s
Governntent and acquiescing in the re-
pressions of the mutineers; and again
when they agreed to dishand ELAS to
form a “national army’’.

Already, at the time when KAM first
entered the Papendreou Government,
a split aceurred in the ranks, the rank-
and-file opposed this sell-out on the
part of their leaders. This was
smoothed over. But in the face of the
civil war, the rift is once more growing
hetween the masses and their treacher-
ous leaders. Gen. Serafis, leader of
[N1,AS. hag been trying to negotiate an
arnmistice, and states that he wishes to

.ohey the orders of Gen. Scobie and dis-

According to the
(10/12/44) and the
““Dispatch’’, there is a rift'in EAM,
the right-wing Liberals disassociating
ihemselves from the BLAS. Tt is he-
lieved that the resistance is carried on
in Athens by foreces under ‘“‘extreme
Comminists’’, who are beyond the con-
trol of the capitulatory leadersHip ‘of
TEAM.

The so-called * Communist” Party
in Greece and in. Britain, basely de-
serting the precepts of Marxism, s
calling’ for the disarmament of * both

arm his troops.
““Sunday Times’’

sides,” and for a *“compromise”
which would leave the power in the
hands of the only armed force—
British imperialism. This can only

lead to disaster for the Greek workers,

and peasants. But .they have their
orders from the master, Stalin. He is
trembling lest the Greek ~dynamite
should set fire the whole of the
Balkans. He has intervened, accord-
ing to the press, with a refusal to
give the workers and peasants aid in
their war against British imperialism.

But British imperialism has mis-
calculated. The resistance has heen
greater than they expected. They
expected that as in Belgium, the
Stalinists would immediately eapitu-
late, "And ‘they would have done so,
but the mass-s intervened on the
scene of action. While the masses
are fighting, the leadership of EL.AS.
and E.AM. because of their whole
programme of compromise with
capitalism and imperialism, has been
trying to do a deal with the capital
ists which will not be so flagrant as
to make them lose contrgl of their
tollowers. Because of this, as Lenin
would call it, 3 “rotten compromise”
may be reached between the leader-
ship and Churchill. Whether the
Greek workers and peasants will move
on to take complete power in their
own hands, will depend on whether
the Greek Trotskyists will succeed in
gaining the workers to the. ideas of

ENTS

Lenin and Trotsky in tini®. Power
all over Greece is in the hands of the
workers and peasents. 21 out of 25
police stations in Athens had been
cleaned up and were in the hands of
the workers: the long score which the
fascisit police had piled up was settled:
bundreds of police thuizs wiere killed.
The situation which capitalism fears
most, had wcome into being: the
workers in arms had risen and began
to take power. According to the
press the workers in S2lonika com-
mandeered the houses of the rich and
guartered the poor in them, and taxes
were imposed on traders, ie, black
marketeers. If they took over the
factories and the land, they would
fire the workzrs of all Europe—and
above all the workers and soldiers of
Britain. A socialist Greece, even if it
was defeated, could alter the ‘course
of world history. But there is every
chance that it would succeed because
of the echoes that it would arouse all
over the world,

The Greek workers and peasants
have shown that they can fight. But
this is not gufficient: the workers of
Germany, Spain, of Italy knew how
to flght. But they wsre beaten be-
cause there was not a Party to posz
the problem of power %efore them.
Greek workers! Take power into
your hands on the programme ol
Lenin!
of the

Fourth International!
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opments in the next period, even if

Build the Revolutionary party




