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MERSEYSIDE DOCKERS
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I[TH THE EXCEPTION OF ISOLATED GROUPINGS ALMOST ALL OF THE DOCKERS

18th August, 1943.

WERE OUT ON STRIKE. THE STRIKE ORIGINALLY DEVELOPED 0.\'ER THE
ALMOST IMMEDIATELY A HUNDRED MEN STOPPED

SUSPENSION OF 34 MEN.

WORK, LATER THEY WERE JOINED BY THOUSANDS.

THE SHIPS,

ANGLO-U.S. STRATEGY:
EAKEN RUSSIA !

have deéstroyed unealculable wealth and blasted
Rotterdam, Coveittry, London, Hamburg, Berlin,

Stalingrad, Turin and Milan, and dozems more of the great cities of
blasted, ravished and ruined by the nightly pounding of the bombs and guns.

FOUR YEARS

Europe which were built by centuries of labour,

Four years of war, and famine and disease destroys and
weakens the peoples of Europe and Asia, conquered and
governed by brutal military power.

Four years! First the fortunes of
war smiled on Germany and her AXIs
psatellites, now it is the turn of the
Anglo-American bloc. Russia, almost
entively unaided, climbs out of the
depths of history’s bloodbest defeats
snd slaughters and can no longer be
degtroyea by military means.

¥our years ol black reaction and
now tho firet days of tre dawn. Re-
volulion in Italy; unrest In Kurope:
a new day in history, revolutionary
history begins!

No country has escaped the
of the war, Few are not immediately
jnvolved in the bloodshed and Inoss-
nere _

1o Nazl Germany, the anti-capitalist |
demogogy of Hitler Is bared. Mono- |
poly capitalism, whom Nazism serves,
nas plled up the most gigantic qu-l
tunes and stores of loot that has been
known in German history. But in four
years, tha living conditions of the
uinsses hog steadily declined.

Lo credate these fortuncs, millions ol
German workers have tolled, sweated,
fought and died: and become
objects of hatred to the uppl'uasuq
peoples of Europe. The “living space
for *which the GLerman masses are |
asked to die, becomes & grave lor T‘h“.
peasants ol Europe. |
a ghoul

effects

workers and
German capitalism thrives like
amongst the graves.

In Democratic Britain and America. |
“gveryone must sacrifice”! But be-
hind tnis fraud, the same situation as
In yermany: Monopoly capitalism
dictates government policy, monopoly
capitulism piles up super profils,
moenopoly capitalism dictates the lhfe
of the nation.

Democratic slogans! Yes; but more
reactionary and totalitarian legisla-
tion for the masses. Sdcrifice far the
workers, but increased loot for ths?
ruling class * Freedom for i;urom'-‘
tomorrow, but military dictatorship In
India, the colonies and the “recon-
quered”’ countries today. The polilica

| and Roosevelt have lavished fulsome

OF WA

political bloc. Yesterday and today
the fascists ruled, tomorrow the
workers and small farmers will pre
sent a heavy bill for fascist rule to
its Inspirers and organisers.

Of voluntary colaboration from the
masses, of fraternity between Europe's
nations, the New Order has noni
The whip; the firing squad: these are
its organs of rule. Even the relative
freedom of the satelile countries
pow being destroyed by the demands
of total was

I8

and millions of men
each other to death.

" Democracy” which suppresses the
national aspirations ol colonisl
millions; which links arms Wwilh

fascists and neo-fascists, with Darlans

and Girauds; which seeks to lean m
Badoglio to retain the House of
Savoy; “ democracy,’ which could am

preveni the war, nor unemployment,
nor crisis, which allows monapoly
capitallsm to remain in control of the
nation’s wealth and loot the® treasury
in the midst of a bloody war: that
type of democracy is being quesiioned
by millions throughout the world. In
Australia, Canada, Ireland, Britain,
parliamentary fgures tell their tale.
In America, North and South, labour
|s on the march. Labour’s turn to the
world turn and will have

left is a
world shaking results,
For the past two Years, Churchill

praise upon the Soviel Union . . . and
some arms. The policy of Anglo-
American imperialism has revealed it

self as dictated by class aims,
economic and political.

These psuedo democrats hoped
that Russia would be destroyed by

Germany after & blozdy and exhaust- |
Two birds wruld be killed
one stone and they would
emerge on top. With the workers
state destroyed anc their Gernian
capitalist rival bled to death, peace
would result in victory and a
strengthening of their domination and
control.

This programme, though denied, was

ing war,
with the

of monopoly capiialism, democratio
and fascist, are based on the protec- |
tion of property the protectiop of the |
right to exploit and make profit. The |
slogans are

political
yne day to another onlv

sdapted from
*0 suit that end.

Wagcism, as A MAss political creed
in Europe, has been destroyed by four
years of war, Nazis, Fascists, Quis-
Mogs, all are intensely hated as. &
breed, a tendency and an idealogical

blurted out by the Impetuous and m-l
discreet Moore-Brabazon two Yyears |
ago or more. In the
columnist once ageain lifts the screen,
|p:'n':s.|n;; the brilliant strategical
leadership of Churchill which has re-
sulted In the exhaustion and decline
| of Germany at small cost . . . to
| Britain!

| Continued on

Back page.

AIRCRAFT STRIKE
VICTORY

The strike at a North West aireraft

1'.'.|-lur_\. reported n the last issue of |

Appeal”
the

the Socislist
ficent
mulitant action taken defeated the em-
At the

Friday

victory for workers

ployers Central Conference

h eldon

proven that the attacks on ph-lt--\h‘ul’k

prices were unjustified the orginal
rates now romain.

A defeat for the management also |
meant u defeat for the Stalinist shop-

stowards as this fraternity stood

shonlder to shoulder |r|r}ll.ki11-,_{ 1_}1!--

strike. The C.P.ers are now faced with
a hostile factory Alrendy the workers
have Iu-uun to kick out thl.-. lmf---r_:lh""
gang from the ahop stew ards committee
and to date five Stalinists, have been
removed and replaced with militant

won a magni- |

The |

August 13th, it \\':H!

The final
Illl‘ ;lturnu«!

| and loyal shop stowards
reckoning will
clections in December
The stalinists are on the retreat and
quite apologetic too. It 1s reported
| that McLaughlan, a well known G.P.er,
| stated at a shop stewards committec
meeting on Friday morning, Aungust 20,
| that s party had pursned the wrong
policy n the recent strike This ste-
| ward had the recent experience of
{ being moved out ot the chair by a vote
| of no eonfidence the mass meeting
| of the Tool-room block when they sup-
{ ported strike action.

coma ot

at

' The beating back of this assault on
|»||-s-n-‘wulk earnings has great signifi-
cance for the working class movement
i Let us understand it not as an isolated
event by a p'.ll‘iF’ll'-nr employer, but
ns the present situation shows « learly
the spearhead of an attack by the
bosses Federntion to lower the standard
of living of the British Working Class

#

Sunday \
formulated and | Observer for Aug. 20th, the Editorial

NORTHUMBERLAND
COAL OWNERS

Sabotage

y H.

416 miners at the Nelson PIit,
Northumberian®t, have hunded in 14
daysy wnotlees of their intention to
terminate their employment with the
Hartley Main Collieries Ltd. This
action tollowed a lightning strike om
Friday night, August 20th.

Until” recently fhe cutters ol this
colllery were cutting In a band 1Zins.
thick. The fitters who followed up
hehind them were paid 11d. per Judd
(bord) for “scufifling” the cut but |
since thelr agreements did not cover |
an increased tonnage rate in bands of |
fins. or less, the management refused
to pay them for throwing back the
rock. |

Negotiations were proceeding for |
the application of a rate for this work.
At the same time the cutters were
protesting at having to cut In “the
band, claiming that the dust thrdwn
up by the cutters was extremely in-
jurious to their health. Samples of
the dust were submitted to the King's
College, Newcastle, and the findings
of the analyst was that it was de-
finitely injurious to the miners’ health.

This matter was finally referred to
arbitratibn and on the basis of the

| analyst’s report the arbitrators were
| compelled to give a decision in the
| workers favour

In the course of the
diseussion st the same meeting the
miners' represzntative raised the ques-
tion of the fillers grivances. The ocoal
owners' agent, Major Thornton, denied

of the dispute
§tructed the men's representatives and

| appropriate rates, but in their

roduction

ARKER

}mvim‘: any knowledge of the existence
and the tribunal in-

Major Thornton to take the matter up
hetween themselves.

As a result of the arbitration de-
fislon, the cutters now began cutting
the -eoal. immediately above the
band. The flers now had to scuffie
the cut in the coal and to throw back.
a 12in. layer of stone for which they
expected to be paid at 11d. per “Juda”
for scuffling and 1d, per ton extra for
the 12im band.

For two weeks they carried on doing | !

the
pay
the
the
not

this work expecting to receive

checks which they received on
Wednesday, they had been paid
1d. per ton extra, but they had
been paid for scuffling.

The matter was immediately taken
up with the management who Was
adamant in his refusal to pay the
fillers both rates. Under pressure he
agreed to have the scuffling done by
datal workers, in spite of the tre-
mendous difference in cost. (One
datal worker scuffles only 2 or & judds
per shift, Le, ‘at a cost of 5 to 7/54d. |
per judd against the 11d. paid to the
fillers for the same job.)

The result of this decision was that |
some 500 tons of coal a week were lost
as there were insufficient datal
workers to keep the flllers going.

Continued on page §.

Although the strike developed over
|\\hul seerned o minor isshe it con-
| corned the entire questions of Wages,
‘l'nmhimnh‘_ and the Dock Labour
| The suspension of 34 men
was only the match to the fire. J.
Donovan, national secretary of the
1T.&G.W.U. Docks Section, admitted
this when speaking at the White City
He said that he
waus not surprised to find the dockers
He pointed out that
attompts to redude the disciplinary
power of the Port Authorities had met
with absolute relusal; he also pointed

Scheme,

Stadium yesterday.

not hur|-.1ng

out thut the dockers had had no wages
increase since June 1940, and agreed
that the dockers had quite legitimate

Enevances

The 34
rol u-l'-n;; Lo

men were suspended for
work ovortime between 7
and ¥ p.m., becanse instead of receiv-
ing the full pay for these two hours
Ll A uh|"~ receive 3s. 8d. This is how
a docker explamed it to a local press
reporter: “‘Our grievance is that If we
work two hours overtime, from seven
to nine p.m., for which the rate of pay
is 3s. 9d. we actually lose 3s. 8d. on
the full day. This is how it comes
about: For the morning shift from 8
o'clock to 12, the rate is 7s. 6d. At-
tendance Pay, whether there is work
| to be done or not. For the aftermoon
| shift, from 1 o'clock to 5, the pay Is
| also 7s. 6d. Overtime pay from 5 to 7
is 7s. 6d. But if we work the additional
two hours from 7 to 9 the Attendance
| Pay of 7s. 6d. for the morning shift
is deducted from our wages for the
| day. For refusing to work from 7 to
8 p.m. we have been suspended."

For the past yecar discontent has
boen growing amongst the dockers.
Dockers have been suspended for the
least thing, and swindled out of their
“Guaranteed Week” by the sharp
practices of the bosses and .\[illintr_\' ol
Labour Officials. Union, militants have
been continuously hounded and victim-
ised and in some cases prevented from

working on the Docks, Far from
Bevin's Scheme (Bevin called it the
| Dacker's Charter) giving the dockers

better conditions and guaranteed wages

plac od them, bq!lru\. hand and foot.
at the merey of the bosses and Port
Labour Authorities. This means that
the question of wuges depends upon
whether such authorities like the
| worker's face or not. The slightest
| sign of militant union activity is suffi-
cient for these “would be dictators’ to
have one suspended and deprived of
wages, The Dock Labour Scheme is
nothing but a vicious Docks Essential
Works Order. Because of the lack of
leadershup both from the Union and
job organisation it is only now, when
things have reached a critical stage
that the dockers can conduct a deter-
mined struggle.

At a meeting held in the White City
Stadinm a committee composed of re-

TROOPS WERE CALLED IN TO

presentatives from each Control put

forward a seven point programme, as

follows:—

1. That all suspensions should be lifted
and the taken back with re-
trospective pay;

men

. That a comumittee should be formed
with representatives to
deal with all complaints, n con-
junction with the union officials;

3. A full and complete investigation
into the operation of the dock labour
scheme N.W. area.

i. Thit- the rate be

creased by 5s. making £1 a day;

. That Sunday work shall be con-
tinued, but not on the basis of the
guarantee; =

men's lay

basic wage in-

. Income-tax should be on a “‘pay as
' you gu" basis

7. That men should work until 5 p.m.
on Thursday and 12 noun Saturday,
except in essential circumstances.

Apparently - this committee, after
consultation with Union officials agreed
to get the men back at work in ex-
change for the promise of mvestigation
and negotiation.

Mass sympathy exists amongst all
ship workers for the dockers' case.
Even the Union officials have to con-

.cede that the strike is the responsibil-

ily of the bosses and Port Authorities
who have made the dockers’ conditions
intolerable.

The demand for job organisation has
revealed itself as an urgent problem.
I'he Stalinist strike brvnieu have put
forward the eall for Centrol Com-
mittees. ‘They hope i1y this way to
capture the job leadership and thus
convert such would-be militant com-
mittees-into something approaching the
mfamous Prdduction Committees, that
is, organise the boss-class collabor-
ation. But they are mistaken! The
dockers are seeing the Stalinists in
their true colours. Such Control Com-
mittees would be composed of militant
rank-and-filefs. It is jmperative that
the dockers organise these committees.

It is too carly to say what the strike
will gain. Certainly it will gain certain
concessions. However, the least 1t will
do, is to break the tremendous apathy
on Merseyside, It will also teach the
dockers many valuable lessons for the
future, the most important of which is
the need for militant organisation.

All Merseyside workers must support
the dockers' struggle. Too long have
they suffered thanks tb an incompetent
and reactionary union leadership.

Full support for the dockers' de-
mands! Abolition of the Slave Scheme!
Increase in wages to meet the increased
cost of living!

Dockers:
Organise vour struggle effectively!
Control Com-

Organise  militant

mittees!

Schidarity against the bosses attacks!

"Pte.SAMGOLD

MILITANTS SUPPORT SENTENCED

' BY F. EVERTON

How militant clnss conscious workers
are reacting to the revolutionary events
in Italy can be seen by the following
sent the ‘‘Socialist

resolutions Lo

day school held in Southall, Middlesex
a resolution in Italy was sent us

““This meeting of students hails
with enthusiasm the overthrow of
the Fascist Mussolini regime by the
Italian workers and peasants.

We pledge our full support to them
in their struggles. We condemn the
friendly overtures of- the British and
American Imperialists to the .re-
actionary House of Savoy. The Bad-
oglio Government is a capitalist mili-
tary dictatorship and can only be
overthrown by the efforts of the
Italian workers.

We have no desire to see the ltal-
jan Revolulion suppressed-by British
and American bayonets. MNo inter-
vention by Allied imperialism! Only
the seizure of the factories by the
workers and the land by the peasants
will solve the situation.

For the Success of
Revolution!

the [Italian

From the National Committee for the
Co-ordination of Militant Industrial
Activity, we received the following
resolution, which  was unanimously

pussed at the moeting of its national

\ppeal.” Militant workers throughont
the country should raise the i|'.1t‘!s‘.inl
of the Ttaltan revelution in thewr trade
unions, jbour parties, and co-oper-
atives

From a group of Students at ¢
National Council of Labour College's

ITALIAN REVOLUTION

executive, held in Nottingham on Sun-
day, August lst, 1943:

““The National Committee for the
Co-ordination of Militant Industrial
Activity hails the commencement of
the struggle of the Italian workers
and peasants for social and economic
freedom,
the collapse of the Mussolini regime
and is being continued against the
present reactionary government and
the House of Savoy.

The Committee sees in this strug-
gle the forerunner of the European
revolution, and the British working
class must rally to the support of
the Italian workers and peasanls,
and preven! the use of arms by the
““Allied"’ capitalist governments ' to
quell their struggle for freedom."
UOrgamsed trade

to the defence of the Italian revelution

against the imperialists of the ‘‘demo-
eracies’” who will unite with the Italian
capitalists to crush it The British

workers must demonstrate to the Ital-
jan workers their determination to aid

treacherous labour leaders who pretend
to align thomselves with the Italian
workers and peasants while stabbing
them in the back by demanding *‘un-

econditional surrender' to the allied
imperialists.

HANDS OFF THE ITATIAN RE-
VOLUTION!

FULL SUPPORT FOR THE

WORKERS' AND PEASANTS' COM-
MITTEES AND THE WORKERS’
MILITIA!

FOR A SOVIET ITALY!

which has already forced |

unionists and work- |
ers in the Labour movement must rally |

the revolution and must denounce the |

For taking ‘‘an active part.in the
aflairs of a political organisation',
Private Sam Gold, a member of the
Iindepeéndent Labour Party, at present
| serving in the R.A.8.C., has been tried
| by Court Martial and was sentenced
| to 28 days.

The ‘Democracy’ of which our rulers
babble is not to be allowed the soldiers
who do the dying for it.

| The ‘crime” for which Private Gold
was charged was, that while on leave
e had addressed an open-air meeting
held by the 1.L.P. at ‘‘the mound',
| Fdinburgh, on‘ May 16Gth Before he
Lad been called up he had been a
regilar spenker at these meetings. As
soon as he became o serving soldier

| however, it became a ‘crime’ for him
to. speak out. Accotding to the evi-
dence presented at the Court Martial,
he put the socalist case on the war,
that it was a struggle for profits and
the world's markets in the interests of
Big Business. It 1s for this that he
has been found guilty. "
| That the soldier-worker, fighting for
what 1s claimed to be a democracy,
should be denied the right to particai-
pate in the poitical life of the country
1s a vicious injustice. The extent of
the restrictions on politieal activity of
any kind, blasts to high heaven the
myth of ‘democracy’ King's Regu-
| lntions, Para 541 under which [I’te
Gold was charged, reads as follows:
““No officer or soldier . . . is permit-
ted to take active part g the
|affairs of any political organisation or
| party, either by acting as a member
of a candidate's election AIJI’HF!!lt!{,‘-!'I

any

or by speaking in public or publishing
or distributing literature in further-
ance of the political purposes of any
such organisation or party or in any
other manner . . . "

The ‘any bther” manner’ has been
ruled as including mere presence on &
political platform, and even prohibits
the asking of questions at almost any
political meetings. In the face of this,
prattle about ‘freedom’, is just so much
hypocnisy

The case of Pte. Gold, however, is
not just # routine enforcement of this
regulatien. It is the first time in this
war that it has been used. No prose-
cution has ever been made of the num-
erous so-called ‘patriots’ who have ap-
peared in uniform on pro-Government
platforms. Ilad Pte. Gold, instead of
putting the socialist case, been speak-
ing in support of the Government,
needless to sayv he would \never have
been prosecuted. Whenever Churchill
has spoken there have been high-rank-
ing officers present an the platform,
and who can pretend Churchill doesn't
make any platform a reactionary pol-
itical one In the Portsmouth by-
election, Conservation candidate,
was an Admiral who inei-
dently went unpunished despite
breaking regulations wearing  his
uniform during his campaign, had
(a Petty Officer/Naval -personnel)
speak on his platform in uniform to
support the Conservative case. The
so-called Comm¥inist Party at ‘Second
Front' méetings and at its ‘Wings for
Victory® demonstrations in London has
had officers and ranks on its platform
in uniform, some putting its case such

the

Ih_\.’

Continued on back page,
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CLYDE C.P. Successful
Disrupi Union ~Glasgow
- Meeting

opposition which is daily gathering
strength on the Clydeside against the
false and_.treacherous leadership of the
Stalinist "and T.U. bureaucrats inside
the trade union movement, has once
again shown itself in the victimisation j

A mos: oJccessful meelyng was held

by the Glasgow Branch of w.LL. at

the Masonic Halls, on Sunday, Sep-

tember 22nd. The speaker was Jock

Haston, National Organiser of W.lL.L,

who gave an inspiring speech on the

of 3 leading shop stewards of the

A.E.U., Brothers Doherly, Menzies and
revolutionary events in Italy and their
significance for the British working

Gray. *
Class.

SEPTEMBER, 1043,

Bro. Clokey closed the discussion on

“WAR JLIES © AND
THE “NEW LEADER”

31/8/43.
Dear Comrade, v

1 sent the following letter to Fenner

wages calmly and without not
otherwise as you suggest.

(4) Bro. Clokey had a mandate from
this District Committde to fight for
consolidation and unity with the Joint
Trades Movement and our Executive
Council on wagoes.

rage For issuing a circular condemning

the strikebreanking policy of the *Com-
munist Party’’ in connection with the
Dubbs  strike, these staunch trade
unionists have bean recommended by
the Glasgow District Committee of the

Brockway, editor of the "Now Leader”
in reply to the attack on the
“ Soclalist Appeal” under the heading
“ War Lies" in the August 14th issue
of the “New Leader.” He did not
publish it and I Am now sending a copy
to you. Instead, an evasive reply to
a letter from Rose Carson, (also not
published) appeared in the * New
Leader” attempting to justify what can
only be construed as a mean
rather dishonest method of attack.

John Williams.

To Fenner Brockway,
Editor, “ New Leader,”
318, Regents Park Rd., N.3.

Dear Comrade,

I read in the issue of the “ New
Leader,” Saturday, August tife 14th, a
violent criticism of an article in the
« Soclalist Appeal,” which touched up
on the state of affairs after the
November blitz, 1840, The “Socialist
Appeal " writer states “The Militia
was called out, martial law was de-
clared and the factories guarded by
soldiers with fixed bayonets while the
Kiot Act was resul. No civilians were
allowed in or out of the city for
several days.” I am in the Army now,
but at the time I lived and worked in
Coventry and I must say that, except
for the factual error, about the Riot
Act being read and Martial Law being
declared, the account In the “ Socialist
Appeal” Is a correct picture of affairs
in Coventry mt that time, even dowm
to the *fixed bayonets.” The Home
‘Guard to all Intents and purposes took
over the factories and in doing so
aroused anger amongst the workers
at the way they conducted them-
selves. .

I remember at the Daimler “Parent”
Factory, the way they pushed us about
when we went to see if there was
work for us, They aroused comments
like "They're the same as the bloody
Gestapo " when they forced us to line
up outside the factory gates and wait
for hours to get paid.

The Home Guard, Ragular Army
and the Observer Corps took over the
streets. [ remember distinctly them
refusing people admission at places
like Hereford Street, Corporation
Street, Queens Road and Smithford
Btreet. At night they angered huu-
dreds of workers by holding them up
in the streets with fixed bayonets and
demanding their identification.

It is also true that they tried to ='v¥
people going in or comina Ut of the
¢ity by holdine* suem up at ".h& bua
stations, sending them back if they
were not satisfied with their reasons
for travelling. ‘I myself had to cycle
out of Coventry to Birmingham in
order to avold being stupped. I heard
a lot of workers complain about being
held up by the Home Guard when they
wanted to leave the town.

To conclude:—There was really
every element of Martial Law’ and the
atmosphere that goes with it. As a
matter of fact a lot of workers were
under the impression that Martial
Law had been proclaimed and there
were rumours that the Riot Act had
been read, going round the town. The
writer véry likely got the information
from some one who was in Coventry
at that time and who repeated these
rumours to her. Therefore to head
your criticism “ War Lies " and to talk
of an “irresponsible and futile lie"” is
grossly unfair and an irresponsible
attempt to make a mountain of a lie
out of a mole-hill of an crror,

Yours f{raternally,
John Willlams

ON THE A.E.U.
CONFERENCE
Amulgamated Epginecring Union,
Glasgow District Office,
W. Fyffe, 71, Carlton Place,
Glasgow, C.5.
15th July, 1943.
The Editor, ' .
‘‘Socialist Appeal’’,
oy, ahth riiaviaiieh Apipedl'™ §
v of the ‘‘Socialist Ap) " for
July tf{fl:} has been under g-u;nspls:rntinn
by Glasgow District Committee of the
A.E.U.. and | have been directed to
respectifully draw your attention to
the distorted and prevaricating report
of our National Committee meeting
recently held at Southport,
Particularly vou might note:—
(1) That our Bro Clokey is not a mem-
ber of the Communist Party.
(2) According to our records of last
vear's National Committee, Bro Clokey
neither moved nor seconded the Wages
Resolution,
(3) Bro. Clokey moved resolution atb
forenoon session inpvrux. 11 o’clock)
onn Tuesday, 22nd June, this year.
There were six amendments. You state
Bro. Clokey, choking was rage, and
‘other C.P, members, founced upon the
Militant who had moved the first
amendment for the 11/« increase. The
first amendment was accepted by Bro.
CUlokey and was incorporated in the
resolution. None of the six amend-
ments mentioned the 11/- increase.
It was (approx.) 5 hours later when

(5) You failed to mention that one of
the Militants and alleged Anti-Com-
munist Purty delegates, seconded the
resolution on Communist Party Affili-

ation,
Yours faithfully,

William Fyfe,
District SeCretary.

OUR CORRESPONDENT'S
REPLY

1. The deniak of the Glasgow D.C
that Bro. Clokey is a member of the
Communist Party should prove inter-
asting information for Glasgow mili-
tants who are familiar with his politi-
eal record. We believe t|l1'|\‘ are the
best judges as to the validity of this
denial.

2. The records of the District Com-
mittee are correct in their information
regarding Bro. Clokey and the 1942
National Committee, and in acknow-
ledging our error in this matter we
hope 1t hss in no way inconvenicnced

Bro. Clokey.

My main argument was that a climb
down had taken place in relation to
the wage demand, not so much that
Bro. Clokey was.guilty of this as an
individual. As Point No. 4 in Bro.
Fyffes letter remarks: “Bro. Clokey
had a mandade " from the D.C. on this
resolution concerning the 6/- just as
he and Bro. Sillars obviously had a
mandate last year or the resolution
for the 11/- since they supported it.
What engineering workers aré prim-
arily interested in is that the Glasgow
D.C., a body which Is well-known for
its sympathy with Communist Party
policy, should have made such & miser-
able climb-down from supporting 11/-
to 6/- in its wage demand in the face
of opposition from the Employers’
Federation.

. It would be as well to note here
that the demand for the /- was orig-
inally voiced in the April issue of the
| ‘New Propellor’’ and it was followed
by a campaign in A.E.U. branches by
‘that wvery unpopular strike-breaking
body known as the National Council o
Shop Stewards (controlled exclusively
by the Communist Party). In putting
forward the demand for the 6/1 Qlas=
ow D.C. were at one withk o “New
ropellor’’.

As fes as a climb-down in the wage
aemand is concerned, ‘“‘Socialist Ap-
peal” ln{s the onus for such an act
completely upon the Glasgow D.C.,
and makes no apologies for suggesting
that this step agreed completely with
C.P. policy.

3. Bro. Fyffe is correct when he
remarks that no amendment for 11/-
reached the floor of the Conference.
What actually happened is that a
resglution for the 11/- was tabled but
was dropped in favour of the composite
motion moved by Bro. Clokey. [f the
Glasgow D.C. were serious in their
demand for 11/- in 1942, one wonld
have imagined they would be only too
eager to accept in 1943 what was after
all their own demand. The fact that
the 11/- was dropped in favour of the
composite motion of the 6/- s just
another illustration of the climb-down
that took place. We note under this
point the assurance that Bro. Clokey
closed the discussion ecalmly, and the
fact that this may be so'in no way
destroys the argunment that a sell-out
was made on the wages demand.

Finally, in relation to Point No. 5
we in turn respectfully draw Bro.
Fyffe's attention to past Issues of the
“Socialist Appeal” which has continu-
ously supported Communist Party affi-
liatiod to the Labour Party, along
lines which would in our opinion great-
ly assist in the unity of the working
class and the exposure of "‘the bogus
unity policy of the C.P. feaders.

G.H,

@ . - -

The “Soclalist Appeal” relies almost
entirely upon its worker correspon-
dents for details of local and industrial
disputes. It is not possible to check
up on all the stateménts of fact made
by our correspondents, we have to
rely upon their appreciation of the

need for objective reporting in a
serious workers' paper.
We -emphasise, therefore, that our

correspondents should check up on all
statements issued to the " Socialist
Appeal " rather Teave out statements if
not sure of their accuracy or at least
indicate that the report has not been
checked.

Editoral Board

PAMPHLETS BY TROTSKY
WAR AND WORLD
REVOLUTION 24
TRANSITIONAT PROGRAMME
OF THE 4th INTERNATIONAL 6d

TRADE UNIONS 1d
LLP. & THE ith
INTERNATIONAL 2d

AE.U. to the National Executive,
AE.U. that they be suspemded from
holding sny untwon positions for 12
months. The voting for this motion

was 13-11.

[t must be strongly emphasised that
the whole plot was mooted by the re-
actionary gang of stalinists on the
istrict Committee An atwmpt to
get disciplinary action hegun warly
the vear., McLaren (U.1'.er) faaled at
a  District Committee  meeting—the
chairman refused to discuss the cireu-

lar boing outside union business, The
.1, tried other ways and Sillars put
through n resolution at his branch
which was sent to the National Exe-

ntive.  In this manner the executive
ruderred it bak to the Glasgow istrict
fur attention |

The 3 victtmised unionists hold -
portaht positions  in their factoros,
Bro. Gray is General Convenor ol the

Menzies A.EU. Convanor and
Doherty member of the AJF.U. for 30
yvears, has been General Convenor of
Forge for 7 years, now a block con-
venor in the same factory. All are
members of the Glasgow istrict Com-
mittee A.E.U.

I'he foul tactics of the C.P. are not|
aecepted by all the rank and file. 'l he |
deputation of 5 Shop Stewards who |
went from the —— to the Glas-
gow District Committee meeting
to protest at the decision to deprive
them of their convenor hrought sharp |
rebukes from ote of the 2 C.P.ers, who |
wore an part of the depatation, at
Rillarss whole attitude.

The increasing stalinist bureaucratic
control of the AE.U. must be fought
against by the umon membership.
Many Glasgow branches have sent re-

Committos

Executive. lLat every union branch,
Shop stewards' Committee, trades
councils ete. send similar protests and
demand an end to this vicious policy
which victimises militant rank and file
expression.

tonary events, he |
the causes for the
the terribivo

Hot
the European

[ playing in Industry today

solutions of protest to the National |

l.m]'n ation that the ideas he fought and

Leading up to present day revolu-
pave an oithine of
rise of Fascism and
suffered by thes

Today, he said,
the Italinn Revolution bul
Revolution has begun
Everywhere the werkers are rasponding
to the Italian events, in Spmin, Portu-
gal and in Germany itself. A move to
the left is taking place all over the
Wurld as shown by, the Canadian and
Astralian elections.

He stressed the fact that the Ximer-
jean and British Capitalists would at
tempt to put down the Revolution by

defents
Italian Working Class,
nHI._\

military means and that any appeal
made te the Allies by the Working
Ulass purties ol Italy would ean

terrible and bloody defeat for the work- |
ers and peasants.  Only by going lor- |
ward clearly and decizively for the Soe- |
lalist Revolution and .relving on the |
support of the World Workmg Class
they attain their emancipation.

Comrade Alee Riach, sub-Convenor
of a large Clydeside factory, who has
recently broken with the C.I°. to join
the Fourth liternational, was in the
chair. He opened the meeting by giv-
ing his reasons for his break with the
(.1, caused by his practical experience
of the reactionary role their policy is
and dealt
with the totally un-Mar 1 attitude
of the C.P. towards the Italian Revol-
nLon. 4

Ample time was given for questions
There were many well
shop stewards and

could

.'J“‘I \I|P!'.'”.\!\lll|l.
known Clvdeside
militanis present,

1 ll.‘- was I||1‘ most H'll'\'l'\ashll TR R
ing that has ever heen held bv our
tendeney in Glasgow and everyone was
inspired, The meoting was held on the
Anniversary of the murder of leon
Trotsky and its suceess was one more

died for live on, and are daily growing
stronger.

- R. R.

CAUSES

On
working at a factory in London,
instructed to attend the Labour

girls
werg
Exchange.

At the Labour Exchange they werc
interviewed ' by the National Serviee
Officer—one, J. Clarke—who under
regulation 58a of the Defence (General)

Regulations 1939, directed them to

Messrs, —— &t , on the

following schedule:— .
Employment as a factory worker

with — at ———, begmning on
Monday, 31st May, 1943, particulars
of which are ns follows:

“The rate of remuneration and con-
ditions of service will be: -

20 years, 45/- plus 25% of 23/- plus
bonus;

19 years, 43/- plus 25% of 21/- plus
bonus.

Further particulars, after 8 wecks
53/7d. After 32 weeks 85/-. Hours
8 to 6 Mondays and Tuesdays, 8 to 5
Wednesdays and Saturdays.  Alter-
nutive Saturdays one o'clock.

Incidentally, all the girls are about
the same age, 19 or 20 years, and weoro
regnrded a8 semi-skilled at Messrs.
Samuel Jones, receiving top rates as
such,

Some of the girls veiced minor pro-
testations to the Nytional Service Offi-
cer pgainst this instruction, who re-
plied, that they should consider them-
selves fortunate i being sent notitoo
far from home, as he had the power to
direct them further North—even Scot-
land if he so desired.

On receiving this reply from the
N.5.0., (which clearly contains a tend-
ency of intimidation) and being ignor-

ant of the procedure of appeal, the
girls reported at -, @8 per in-
struction.

They were presented with the fol-
lowing - conditions:—

Girls under 21 years of age, 43/- per

woek.

Girls over 21 years of age, 45/- per

week,
For a training period.

The reason being given, that Messrs.

would mnot accept them as
semi-skilled, and they had to start
from scratch.
The girls pointed out that this was
a violatign of the instructions laid by
the N.8! and referred to the sched-
ule E.D.421 (Revisod).

The Supervisor‘or Manageress, there-
apon asked all the giﬁn for thoir
schedules, and they complied. After
perusal of same, she informed them
that this instruction was all wrong,
and that they did not know what they
tjere doing at the Labour, Exchange,
wnd rotained the schedules,

At a loss what to do, the girls ac-
vepted the conditions, under protest,
and immediately imformed their re-
spective Union branches in London,

TRANFER-

JOCK MILLIGAN

the 20th May, 1943, o number of § ot

nrisin

which

SMEVICC

differences have

Civall

The

between tho Association
and the Government on the l;lln'hliun ol
I.U.C.

Section 5 of the Trade Disputes

in defiance ol
Act

afflintion to the

are not nccidental These differonces

spring from @ completely new - orient-

auon produced in the Civil Service

OF GIRLS
STRIKE

who #rormed the Shop
Stewards,

Conditions appertaining to board and
fodging at - wore a difficult prob-
lem confronting the girls, anything
from 25/- to 35/- per week. This in
some cases included one meal in the
morning and one in the evening, aud
this at times, not always acceptable.
Whereupon the girls had to go hungry
or if their means allowed it, supple-
ment their rations at the canteen.

Here 18 a case in point.  After
hunting around, the best that could be
obtained was three garls to share one
bed. With a couple of sandwiches in
the morning and a meal in the evening
for the sum of one pound per week
each. This they accepted. After a
foew weeks of this, and when about
Wednesday or Thursday they were re-
duced to having a penny plate of rice
for their mid-day meal at the canteen,
also the union did not appear to be
making any headway, matters came to
a climax, -

One day the girls ceased work, sur-
rounded their Shop Steward i the
shop and demanded an interview with
the manager. The Steward took the
matter up with the convenor and both
spent the whole of the day working on
the case. On the following day, the
Manager, Mr. Hallpike, asked the girls
to send four delegates to see him. The
girls complied, but unfortunately did
not notify the Shop Steward due to a
misunderstanding of procedure on the
part of the girls. On hearing of the
mterview, the Shop Steward and Con-
venor went to the Manager's office and
demanded admittance, On being re-
fused. they immediately telephoned the

A E.U. District Secretary, and were
finally admitted. After further negoti-
ations, the Shop Stewards obtamed

specific guarantees. One, that girls be
ipaid £3, 2. 6d., for a forty-seven hour
woek for the first cight weeks. Two
wuges arising in  steps thereafter
‘Whilst the Shop Stewards accepted the
first part, they opposed the second and
ithey are still demanding concessions on
ithis point with the assistance of the
A E.U. District Organiser.

From the legal standpoint, undoubt-
edly, the girls were sent to Messrs.
imder false pretenses, but
such is the power of the N.8.0. The
girls realised’ this and when it was
suggested that they simultaneously
fill in rolease forms they replied
“What *—and be sent to Secotland!!”
To sum yp, the girls have had a raw
deal. First the violation of the sched-
ulé issued by the N.S.0., and being re- |
‘duced to coolie level as a consequence
thereol; secondly, the lack of initiative
on the part of the unions to force the
issue on hehalf of the girls for immed-
fute recognition of the schedule demon-
strates, quite clearly that, had it not
been for ahe militant action of the
girls themselves by resorting to strike

the result of a
and |]1-|>p seatal process which has boen

The Civil

Associations ns (TS
happenmg during the war.
sService in 1943 bears an entirély differ-
as rl'}_"n'lr'l'\ ||l!‘||l])"|‘.‘rlr‘l‘l
1938, The
Government now cinploys over 800,000
Civil Servants. In 1938 there
200,000 eivil servants, The somal make-
up of the mflux of over GOD,000 tem-
]Illr.(rlﬁ'

ent character

from the Civil Service of

were

civil servants is in many re-

spects entirely differént from the social
make-up of the vriginal 200,000. None
of the 600,000 who have entered since
the war began can hope for establish-
ment, but wost of the original 200,000
are established, that is, permanent civil

sorvants. Further, owing to the wre-
mendons increase in the technical de-
partments of the Civil Service, a large
number of the new civil servants have
come directly from industry and have
the outlook ana ideas of proletarians.
The relative standard of life of the
civil servants as compared, for example
with the engineering industry, has con-
sistontly dropped, for example, a tech-
nicinn in the aireraft ilﬁ‘liﬁt:'_\' eni-
ployed by the State in 1938 received o
rate of pay approximately 50 per cent

above that obtained in s equivalent
in industry. But a technician in 1943
receives approximately 50 per cent less
thap his equivalent in industry. Agam,
where before the war a civil servant
was ."[l_‘\‘_ll.‘\'[(_l!ll(’l‘ to one IIlUlI“I'S ||':l\'-.‘
with pay, unlimited sick leave with
pay, good conditions with regard to
allowances on moving, security of ten-
ure ,gcod pay, now none of these ad-
vantages exist. These facts are appar-
ent to all civil servants, both tempor-
ary and permanent, and during the
last two vears a tremendous amount of
discussion has taken place. the results
of which we are now sdeing.

It must. b rememwbered that the
Government has pursued a policy of
splitting the Civil Service Associations
into small nnits, buying off the leaders,
with promotion, and introducing re-
pressive legislation, such as the Trade
Disputes Act. Tt also rivetted upon
the Civil Service the Whitley proced-
ure, wnich was a device similar to the
Joint Production Committees in' in-
dustry and which had similar effects
All independent activity of the civil
service, where it existed, has been
affectively ham-strung. The over-
whelming majority of the civil service
have realised that the old way, the way
of the Whitley Cotuneil, is completely
useless for them if they wish to better
their wages and conditions. They are
turning to the methods of trade union-
st which exists in the rest of industry.
In place of the colhiborationist pro-
cedure they realise that they must
more closely approximate to .methods
of collective bargnining, organise psso-
cviations on treade union lines, adopt
definite wage policies and press for T.Li
recognition of local representatives of
the associations. This entails affili-
ation to the T.U.C. both in prder to
get the |-;u'kilu_{ of the rest of the
nrgnllim‘li workers and also to rv;,:ll]l'l.l'-
ise the mew positions that will arise
in the civil service.

The «civil servants, in the main

who' in turn acquamted the branches

action, nothing would have been done.

middle class elements, are becoming

LABOUR MUST SUPPORT
CIVIL SERVANTS

BY BOB ALLEN

desperate. The first big step that they
have undertaken has boen to orientals
thomselves  towards  the organised
workers' movemont 'he allusions ol
the erstwhile wost roaclionary sections,
being  dispellod  with  hightning
speed Fheir chenshed belivls ol a
fuir deal from the government, the
unpartiality of the State, are being
completely shattered.  The govern-
ment's crude hind shamoloss attempls
to split the Civil servants, is glaring.
Ihe Statement from 10 Downing Streot
that the government would dis-estab-
lish  the established civil serveots” i
they affilinted to the T.U.C. applies
only to a quarter of the civil servants,
Vhree quarters of them are not estab-
lished, particularly in the Post Ofhoe,
the great majority of the enginecrs
are unestablished. This statement
therefore was an attempt to frighten
thé established workers and to play
them ofl against the great mass of the
unestablished.

e mubitant workers, both nsde and
outside the civil service, welcomed the
position taken up by the cvil service.
The Umun.u( rost Offce Workers,
toe Cvil service Ulerical Association,
the Inlund Hevenue Staff Association
Were Carryiug on the actual negot-
ations but most of the other civil ser-
vice assoctations are bebimd thém.

sk

Ihe vrgamised working cluss has a
tremendous respousibitity on this ques-
ton.  AC present the wmiddle class 1s
moving towards the Labour movement
as u means ol haiing the ternhc fall
i its standard, ol living caused by the
uupositions of Big Business using the
war 43 a basis on which to enrnich
itself ab the éxpense of the masses.
But untess’ they receive a fighting lead,
in the spirit o1 solidarity and support,
i order to achieve their aims they
will turn in u different direction; In
the direction of reaction as did the
German and Italian middle class. It
was the failure ot the working class
wovement to give a solution
problems of socrety, the misery and
wmsecurity caused by capitulism, that
led the middle class to fall for the
fascist demagogues in those countries
as a means of salvation. Now, wnstead
of giving o ‘hghting lead the Labour
and lrade Union leaders have capitu-
lated to the bluckmail of the Tories.
I'hw Loabour members of the govern-
ment instead of resigning on this issue,
have supported Churchill and the cap-
italist class. Thus they demoralise and
weaken the laith of the Labour wmove-
ment m its own stremgth. And thus
they can drive the despairing middle
class away from the Labour movement
altogether.

Every class conscious worker and
trade uniomst must demand the un-
conditional right of civil servants to
treely affiliate. industrially and politi-
cally to the Labour movement.

The horse-deal that the Trade Union
and Lubour leadership is preparing by
secret discussions with the government
18 only intended to save its face, under
the pretence that the government is
acting without the mass pressure of
the Labour movement. ‘‘Concessions"
which the government will probably
announce after a long delay will then
be claimed as hberal and génerous re-
laxations of restrictions. In reality of
course they, will amount to very lLittle
indeed. :

Workers must demand the immediate
repeal of ALL the provisions of the
Trades Disputes Act -without excep-
tion. Workers must demand the right
of the civil servants to engage in pol-
itical and industrial activity together
with the workers organised In the
T.U.C. without restraint or restriction
of any kind.

Demand a strong and militant stand

by the Labour and Trade Union Jeadars,

.

to the-”
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Svyazhsk

BY LARISSA

Editor's Note: Symbol of the inter- take part in everything.
national characlier of the October re-
volution is Larissa Reissner, daughter
o! a Polish mother and a German—
Easl Elblan—landowner; she was born

May 1, 1885, in Vilna (Poland), edu-
cated In Germany and France; before

her 22nd birthday she was an oul-

REISSNER

In a few
y brief years, she became a writer of
the fArst rank. But after coming
unscathed through fire and water,
this Pallas of the revolution sudden-
ly burned up with typhus in the
peaceful surrqundings of Moscow,
before she was even thirty."

| Elsewhere Trotsky ranks her with
. Isaak Babel as the greatest writers of
| the civil war period—a ‘remarkable tri-

standing Ngure in the Rmian revol-  phute to a girl to whom Russian was a

ution, &

Trotsky, in "My Life'’, writes of her
in his chapter on Svyazhsk:

“‘Larissa Reissner, who called lvan

Nikitich (Smirnov) ‘the con-

science of Svyazhsk,” was her self
prominent in the Fifth army, as well

as in the revolution as a whole. This

fine young woman flashed across the
revolutionary sky flike a burning
meteor, blinding many. With her
appearance of aan Olympian goddess,

she gombined a subtie and ironical |

mind and the courage of a warrior.
After the capture ot Kazan by the
Whites, she went into the enemy
camp to reconnoitre, oisguised as a
peasant woman. But her appearance
was too extraordinary, and she was
arrested. While she was being
cross-examined by a Japanese in-
telligence officer, she took advanlage
of an interval to slip through the
carelessly guarded door .and dis-
appear. After that, she engaged in
intelligence work. Later, she sailed
on war-boats and took part . in bat-

tles. Her sketches about the civil
war are literature. With equal
gusto, she would write about the

Ural industries and the rising of the
workers in the Ruhr. She was anx-
jous to know and to see all, and to

! foreign language, acquired in matur-
ity. F

“The Front'', a collection of her
civil war sketches, from which
‘'Svyazhsk'' is taken, was enormously
popular with the Soviet masses. The
various districts of the Communist
Party—Moscow, Leningrad, the Urals,
etc.—vied with each other in bringing
| it out in scores of editions. A larger
collection of her work, *‘Oktober: Aus-
gewaehlte Schriften’’, was brought
out in Germany by the official Comin-
tern publishing house as late as 1830,
with an introduction by Radek written
in 1926, the year she died. It was
not until Stalin's 50th birthday (Dec-
ember 21, 1929' and the publication on
that date of Voroshilov's “‘Stalin and
{ the Red Army'' that the falsification
of the history of the civil war began
| with full force. Now, of course, Lar-
issa Reissner's sketches are forbidden
literature in the Soviet Union, for their
unforgettable portraits of the civil war
leaders murdered by Stalin are a com-
plete refutation of the Stalinist falsi-
fications.

With this sketch of “‘Svyazhsk'', we
begin the publication of her work for
: the first time in England. The trans-
| lation is by John G. Wright and Amy
“Jensen.

Whenever two comrades who worked”
togothor in tho yeaur 1918, fought be-

noath  Kazgan against  the Czecho-
slovikse and then in the Urals or at
samara and Tsaritsin,
agiin many years later one of them is
bound to ask after tho Arst few ques-
tians;

“Remember Svynzhsk?’  And thoy
will clasp each other's bhand agam.

Whaut I8 Svyashsk? Today it is a
Jogond, one of the revolutionary leg-
ends which still remain unchronicled
but which are bemg retold over and
over agwin from one ond to another
uf this Iussian vastness. Not one of
the demobilised Red Avmy“moen from
among thafold -timoers, the fousders of
the Workers' and Weasants Army,
dpon retdrseg home and remimiscing
whesst, the three years of Civil War will
skip ovir the fabulous epic of Svyaz-
sk, the cross-ronds wheénce the tide
of the revolptionary offensive started
rolling on all four sides, On the east
_townrds the Urals. On the south—
toward the Caspian shores, the Cau-
casus and the borders of Persia. On
the north toward Archangel and Po-
land., Not all together, of course; nor
simultancously. Dut it was only aiter
Svyazhsk and " Kazan that the Red
Armny became crystallised mto those
fighting and ]lufl‘lil‘ill forms which,
atter undergoing ehange and being per-
fected, hgve become classic for the
RS.FSR.

On August 6 (1918° numerous I.mnul_v
organised regiments fled” from Kazan;
anid the best among them, the class-
conscions section, clung to Svyazhsk,
haltod there and decided to make a
stand and fight. By the time the mobe
of desorters fleeing from Kazan had
almost reach Nizhny Novgored, the
dam erocted at Svyazhsk bhad already
balted the Czechoslovaks; and their
general who tried to take the railroad
bridge across the Volga by storm was
killod during the night attack. Thus
in the very first clash between the
Whites who had just taken Kazan and
consequently were stronger in morale
und  equipment, and the core of the
lted Army seeking to "defend the
bridge-head across tlrn- Volga, the head
of thd Czechoslovak offensive was lop-
ped off. They lost their most popular
and gifted leader in General Blagotich.
Neither the Whites, flushed by their
recent victory, nor the Reds rallying

round Svyazhsk bad any inkling of the
historical importance that their initial
trial skirmishes would have.

It is extremely difficult to convey the

chinoe to meet military importance of Svyazhsk with-

tout having the necessary materials at
| hand, without a map, and without the
testimony of those comrades who were
in the ranks of the Fifth Ariny st that
time. Much has already been for-
gotten by me; faces and names flit by
as in a fog. But there is something
that no one will ever forget and that
is: feeling of supreme respessibil-
ity for holding Svynshek.e This was
the bond betwesn all its defenders from
a membier of the Revolutionary Mili-
tary Council to the last Red rank and
filer in desperate search [or his some-
where extant, retreating regiment,
who suddenly turned back and faced
Kazan in order to fight to the last,
with worn-out rifle in hand and fanatic
determination in s heart. The situ-
ation was understood by everyone as
follows: Another step backward would
open the Volga to the enemy down to
Nizhny (Novgorod) and thus the road
to Moscow.

Further retreat meant the beginning
of the end; the death sentence on the
Republic of the Soviets,

How correct this is from a strategic
point of view, I know not. Perhaps
the Army if rolled back even further
might have gathered into a similar fist
on one of the innumerable black dots
which speckle the map and thence-
forth carried ‘its banners to victory.
But indubitably it was correct from
the standpoint of morale. And insofar
as a retreat from the Volga meant a
complote collapse at that time, to that
extent the possibility of holding out,
with one’'s hack against the bridge,
imbued us with a real hope.

The ethics of the revelution formu-
lated the complex situation succinctly
as follows:,To retreat is to have the
Cbechs in Nizhny and in Moscow. No
surrender of Svyazhsk and the bridge
means the reconquest of Kazan by the
Red Army.

THE ARRIVAL OF TROTSKY'S
TRAIN,

It was, T believe, either on the third
or fourth day after the fall of Kazan
that Trotsky arrived at Svyvazhsk. His
train came to a determined stop at the
little station: his locomotive panted a
little, was uncoupled, and departed to
drink wateg, but did not return. The
cars remained -standing in a row as

]

SPLIT IN
CHINESE. C.P.

An AP dispatch from
Chungking on July 7 quoted
a government spokesman as
saying that the dissolution of
the Comintern had caused a
split in the Chinese Com-
munist Party. One group
which favored the C. I, disso-
{ution is moving closer to the
Chiang Kai-shek government,
while the other group still
tolds to the need for inter-
nationalism, according to the
report.

immobile as the dirty straw-thatched
peasant huts and the barracks occupied
by the Fifth Army's staff, This im-
mobility  silently  underscored that
there was no place to go from here,
and that it was impermissible to leave,

Little by little the fanatical faith
that this litfle station would become
the staurting point for a counter-
offensive against Kazan hegan to take
on the shape of reality.

Every new day that this God-
forsaken, poor railway siding held ont
against the far stronger engmy; added
to its strength and raised its mood of
confidence. From somewhere in the
rear, from far-off villages in the
hinterland, came’ at first soldiers one
by one, then tiny detachments, and
finnlly military formations in a _far
better state of preservation.

[ sec it now before me, this Svyazhsk
where not a single soldier fought “under
compulsion.’”  Evervthing- that was
alive there and fighting in self-defence
—all of it was bound together by the
strongest ties of voluntary discipline,
;\-oluntur)' participation in a struggle

(Continued on page §.)

The drastic reverses suffered by the
Axis have had strong repercussions in
the camp of the ‘‘United"” Nations.
The conflict between the war policies of
Russia and the Western Powers has
been raised to a higher degree, and
with the approach of the period of a
European settlement, the conflict over
post-war aims has become increasingly
sharp and open.

Workers" International league has
consistently pointed out the irreconel-
able class difference between the Soviet
Uwion and her “‘Allies’, which l-; the
basis aof the contradiction in war and
peace aims:  Fresh confirmation of this
:|n:a]).\i\' is ||r--\'|(‘ll'l| avaery l.|u_\'.
the Soviet Umon
l‘uwrr\, uﬂ‘ll“l.'l"_\'

the Anglo-Soviet Pact,
has in fact continued —sometimes
openly, more often behind the scenes.
Moore-Brabazon's exspressed  wigh  to
] t_;i'rlllilll_\ and the Soviet Union ex-

Friction betweon
and the Western
elimmated by

v haust one another remains llfu-qnn”l‘d

as a clear statement of Anglo-U.S.
aims, That Stalin recognises this 1s
shown in the ctmpaign for opeming o |
Second Front in the West which has |
inereased in volume from 1M1 to the
present day. i

On the other side, the alarm of the
Western Powers at the prospect of a
Soviet advance into Burope was voiced
loudly this spring when the Red Army
began to smash the German army back. |
Wiallace's speech  foreshadowing  the
Third .World Wur unless agreement
with Russia was obtamed, was the most
famous example of this panic. Neither
wide trusts liln- other, and with good

reason,

CONTRADICTORY WAR POLICIES

The differvnces over war policy have
comu to n Head. No Soviet represent-
ative was present at Casablanca. At
that tame, however, Stalin hoped that
a decision would- be taken in favour of
a Second Front, so he did not complain,
The maternalisation of the Casablanca
decisions in the form of the Sicilian
invasion, but no real Second Front,
disillusioned him. The Quebec Con-
feronce on the contrary, has caused a
storm, Tass abruptly denied that the
Soviet Government had been invited
to send representatives, and the Soviet
demand fof a Second Front “‘drawing
away 50 to 60 German divisions from
the Enstern Front'' was renewed vig-
orously. Dut the main emphasis of t.EP
discussions at Quebec was Inid on the
war in the Pacific, the aerial war and
of postponement of ihe Second Front
until next spring. This, in spite of the
accepted fact that the Sovigi Unipp.
cannot suffer another winter i tu h.\
alone without irreparstie loss of mil-
liong of Russisws In the OT‘Cllllicd terri- |
tories, the disastrous effects on the
vealth of the Russian people, and a
breakdown of Russia’s already over-
strained tramsport system,

Of course! Is this not what Moore-
Brabazon advocated? Is this not what
the “Socialist Appeal’ has been say-
ing: that the albied imperialists will

to assume the role of spoarhead of
| Anglo-11.5, aggression  against the
Soviet U'nion at some future date. By

| means of the Union of Polish Patriots,

| Worker”*

time the wvasion of Europe to suit
their own imperialist interests,”

CONTRADICTORY PEACE AIMS

The struggle over peace sims 18 be-
coming sharper too, Stalin remembers
the “cordon sanitaire’” policy pursued
by the alhes after the last war—that
of creating reactionary mihtary dicta-
torships, subsidised by . “‘democratic”
capital us a buffer against the Soviet
State He is attompting to get in
first, by ecreating spheres of Soviets
influence w Kastern Furope.

As after the last war, Poland is a
key factor in the reactionary set-up
The squabble with the Polish Govern-
went i London over the _nmrllnrmi
Polish officers cloaked a far more im-
portunt issuc.  Stalin wished to dis-
crodit  this  Government, which s
thoroughly anti-Soviet and well fitted

Stalin
movement

15 attempting to baniled up a
in Poland which will serve
hig aims, The latest blow in the “‘war
of nerves” over Poland was struck by
Wianda Wasseilewsha, Chatrman of this
[Tnion, who was reported in the “‘Daily
19/5/43 as saying:

‘. .. Polish patriots active in the
resistance struggle against the'enemy
have been murdered in Poland by
order of emigre Polish circles . . ."

These actions, states Wassellewska,
have been taken in response to incite-
ments broadcast over the secret radio
station “‘Swit’' which is claimed to be
operated by the underground Polish

movement organised in connection with
Polish emigre circles in Britain.

Wasseilewska contrasts the appeals
for patience and restraint in respect to
the German occupation emitted by this
station and in many official statements
of the Polish Government in London,
with the reckless and repeated calls for
violence against leaders of the Polish
guerilla movement emitted by the same
station,

A precisely, similar situation exists
in Yugoslavia, where Stalijn has built
a strong influence by means of the

| Peoples’ Laberation Army, and contmu-

ally exposes the reactionary activities
of Mibailovich and the Yugoslav Gov-
ernment in London. The Allied mili-
tary headquarters in Cairo supports
Mihailovich's policy by issuing radie
appeals to the guerillag imstructing
them to “wait’’ for =a allied invasion,

Here the «iass alignment becomes
ohviesus.  The Dritish and American
imperinlists fear-like the plague any
extension of guerilla activity in Europe
for they know that in spite of their
Stalinist controlled I--mlvrat:ip. wherever
the guerilla armies are victorious, they
expropriate the majority of landlords
and capitalists. Though he hates and
foars the workers revolution, Stalin

finds that his objective position as head
of & Workers” Staté forces him in con-
flict wath his “allies™
evolutionary

to give support

to  the clements simce

"

In Indian

-

Trotskyists Active

Struggle

US. “MILITANT ” organ

of American Trotskyists.

perialism, writes ghe J
rourth International, wi
leatlets and a pamphiet

of the

The Bolshevik-Leninist Party, Indian section of the
Fourth International, fights on despite the bestial
repressions and totaditarian censorship of British im-

‘L'rotskyists duriug tne past year.

Thyough the leaflets ome can follow the response

/ to the revelutionary developments in
India. rhe latest of them is a leatiet issued for the
indian lndependence Lay celebration oa January 26,
1943, Amnother is a rounded political statement issued

issue ot the magazine,
is m possession of ten
pubiishea by the Indian

these are the only genmne allies of
the Soviet Union agamst the Axis and
Anglo-American  imperialism  and its
Remembermg all the time,
of course, the bureauc ¢ methods ol
Stalin, the refusal to direct the guers
illas along the road of sacialist revolu-
tion, the beheading of the genuinely
rl'\'ullltiulml‘_\' elements aond the inevit-
able switch of Stalin’s policy and horse
deal with the “‘allies” and Mihailovich
if 1t 50 suits his ends,

stooges,

Stalin is attempting to gain Czecho-
slovakin ‘as a sphere of influence hy
gigning a pact with Benes. London
showed its realisation of the meaning
of this move hy at first refusing Bencs
permission to go to Moscow! Only the

By DAVID JAMES |
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|

publication of this fact, the strong dis- |

and the
disclosure of
the Soviet

this de

in  Czoch aircles,
of a tov-open
hostility towards
foveed o reversal of

content
danger
Britizh
l"ll{'”_
cision,

In the formation of the Pree German
Committen, Stalin is hunting higgl'r
game. Thore was no consultation of
Britain and America before setting it
up. In this move, Stalin hopes to
create n bastion against
imperialism in the form of a Germany
ruled by o Popular Front Government,
working in close collnboration with
Moscow, The alarm of the British
ruling elass was voiced in an article in
the “Observer'', 25/7/43: ;

But even at this moment Stalin,
cool, farsighted, and realising that
even after the madst conclusive defeat
- Germany will continue to be an im-
portant factor in European politics,
sows the seeds of future Russian-
German peace and co-operation on
realistic terms.

We have neither so far devised an
approach to Russia which would make
it superfluous for her thus to extend
her influence in Western Europe . ..
nor have we built up a similar body
of support in Europe for ourselves.
The dangers of these omissions are
obvious.""

Stalin's Policy is Futile.

Though we support the Soviet Union
against her imperialist enemies; and
although Stalin’s recent manoeuvres
represent a tendency to establish a
certain independence on the pard’ vl
the Soviet Union from hex imperialist
allies. it would W= entirely wrong to
believe 4bat these manoeuvres will
geumnely defend the Soviet Wnion and
assist the European revolution. Time
and again we have emphasised that
only the Socialist Revolution can aid
the Soviet Union. This is confirmed
though indirectly, by the Yugoslavian
oxperience.  Stalin's policy, on the
other hand, is bureaucratic through
and through. Allances with the cap-

my life
"BY LEON TROTSKY |

'DEWEY REPORT on the

Moscow Trials

Anglo-U.8, .

L

ALLIED POLICY=RIFT
'WIDENS

itglists; setting up stooge committoes
of a popular front character; mfluenc-
ing the liberation movements away
from the workers revolution into chan-
nels of Popular Frontism.

It 15 necessary to state unambigu-
ously: if this- Stalimst policy is vietor-
1ous in the coming li.‘rupv:m revolution
it will lead to disastrous defeats pro-
cisely us 1t did before the war—and
the repercussions on the Soviet Union
as grave. Only by complete
and unconditional independence ot the
European revolutionary mwvement from
the capitalist cluss can the Soviet
Union be defonded.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY

In® this crisis the Communist Party
reveals itself as usonal to be a hollow
reed.  Tied by the Anglo-Soviet Pact
to support ol British jwperialism, it
limits itveli to pleading #ith the Gov-

ernment for a Second Front. Need we
recall the two years of “‘pressure”
which have resulted in oxactly no-

thing? 'The Stalinists are even to the
right of the hiberals, whom they rebuke
for complammg about Stalin's ahsence
from Quebec:

*‘But it is unnecessary for the Press
to concern itself so much with Stalin's
absence.

It Is true that the closeness of Anglo
-American Soviet relations is lhonl?cy

“not only to victory, but to the winning

of the peace. And it is true that at
the present time these relations still
leave very much to be desired.

But the character of the present Con-
ference is quite clear. As President
Roosevelt has said, it is an Anglo-
American Conference.”

‘‘Daily Worker'', 13/8/43.

THE LIBERALS AND SOCIAL
DEMOCRATS

The liberals, led by the “News
Chronicle”, and the Soeial Democrats,
blggt pathetically that it is no good:
Stdlin  shonld bave heen at Quebec.
Fhey call for a “‘real understanding'’
between thoe Western Powers and Yoo
Soviet Union. But what hes prevented
this up to now in apite of the mutual
back-slapping and champagne orgies?
The' simple fact that between a work-
efs' state, though dogenerated and in
the grip of » reactionary bureaucracy,
find the imperialist states there is an
irreconcileable class contradiction.

The Soviet Union is bleeding itself
to exhaustion with a terrible toll in
lives and material while the * Allies "
have emerged ‘with their resources
strengthened and with a negligible loss
of. life. Now- the chief concern of
British and American imperialism,
with the defeat of Germany practically
certain, i8 how to déstroy the
Kuropean revolution and at the same
time further weaken the Soviet Union
for the inevitable clash they perceive
in the futufe. The capitalist strategy
has only partly succeeded because,
though Russia has been terribly
weakened, Germany has not destroyed
the Soviet Union.

Whether a Second Front in Europe
| will be Jaunched or not will depend on
the analysis of the situation by the
Allies. As always their cold-blooded
calculations will' bg dictated by the
interests of the Anglo-American
capitalists and nothing else,

But even a completely successful
Second Front launched at the present
time would not mean the destruction
of fascism, or could save the Soviet
Union, from destryetion. Only the
workers of Europe, together with the
workers of Britain by overthrowing
capitalism and taking power into their
owns hands can defend the Soviet
Union and help destroy fascism. To
the class actions of the capitalists
must be opposed the class solidarity of
the workers.

New York —

War Writers’ Board Hits
“ Mission to Moscow ”’

The Davies whitewash film, *Mission To Moscow,” is

on August Y, 194, when the All-lndia Congress Com-
mittee ratined tne resalution of its Wworking Com-
nuttee to launch a mass avil-disobedience struggle.

This leaflet solidarizes with the struggle for
independence, warns the masses to be on guard against
tne weak and vacillating Gandui leadership and the
poticy of compromise, piedges support to “ any mass
action that tne Congress may take against British
imperiatism,” and coufidently predicts: :

“ The movement started under the leadership of the
Congress is bound to develop into channels other than
those laid down for it.”

The Independence Day leaflet sums up the results
of six months of struggie and records that the bestial
repressions of the British rulers, “far from leading
to demoralization, increases the voiume of desperate
discontent. The masses are reaching out for new
methods of struggle.

The Soviet Umion and Stalinism_are dealt with
by almost all the leaflets. One of them, headed
“Defend the Soviet Union,” explains why the only

way to defend the workers’ state is by revolutionary

struggle against mll the capitalists.
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boomeranging on- its inspirers, sponsors and producers. The
GPU lies and frame-ups are too much to ram down the throats
of the American public, despite the Hollywood sauce and the
““unofficial " blessing of the State Department,

Among the latest to denounce the film is the Writers War
Board, representing more than 2,000 feature writers for news-
papers and periodicals. This board, which issues reports on
war movies, last week awarded ‘' three duds” to the Warner
Brothers screen justification of the Moscow frame-ups. The
board further found that Hollywood has tried to “ falsify facts
for the sake of .appeasing Stalin and goes on to add:

“ Every movement for appeasement is based on the idea that

an untruth or a distontion is excusable if it serves a greater

We cannot subscribe to such a doetrine, however
desirable the immediate effect.” (N.Y. Times, June 26.)

The report bears the names of Rex Stout, chairman; Franklin
P. Adams, Pearl S. Buck, Carl Carmer, Robert T. Colwell,
Russell Crouse, Clifton Fadiman, Paul Gallico, Jack Goodman,
Oscar Hammerstein +Rita Halle Kleeman, Robert J, Landry,
Margaret Leech, John P. Marquand, Katharine Seymour, William
L. Shirer, and Frederica Barach, executive secretary.

There is one glaring omission in the report of the Writers War
Board. They pretend that Warner Broghers (“ Hollywood ”)
was alone responsible for the falsification of facts. There is
not a Single reference to the State Department and its
“ unofficial 7’ endorsement of the film,
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OLD AGE PENSIONS

The shameful and almost inoredible
“conditions under which the Old Age
Pensioners are existing today, forced
to live on pittances which compel them
to beg and borrow from their friends
and relatives; examined, searched and
questioned by the Means Test inspecf-
ors; and subject to an almost unbear-
able mode of living, all this constitutes
what is probably one of the greatest
exposures of the class attitude which
is adopted by the ruling class towards
these workers.

The Government separates these
workers into various grades. The
widows are separatod into those who
have lost their husbands through war
sdrvice or i civil life, into those who
are capable or incapable of self-sup-
port; the children are placed into age
groups, (under 5. 5-8 years, 8-11
vears, 11-14 years). Old Age pension-
ors are subjected to a Means Test be-
fore they can receive any gdditional
allowances, and the soldier§ tou, arv
subjected to a test which determines
his pension, all this affecting the
amounts allowed. It is in this cold
and ealculating fashion that the Gov-
ernment divides, separates, grades,—
and cheats—these workers who aré no
longer able in peace time to success-
fully compete with the queues of work-
less at the Labour Exchange.

The basic pension for those who have
reached the age of 65 remains at 10s.
per” weok, and assuming that the
Means Test has been suceessfully sur-
vived, an old couple would receive the

following:—

\Pension . - - - 20s.
Addition - - - - BS.
Cost-of-living addit - - BSs.
Supplementary - - LI

This equals 37s. from which must be
deducted a rent of 8s. and which
leaves 31s. per week to live on. This
means that an old couple placed under
these favourable circumstances would

have 4s, 5d. per day between them; or |

2s. 24d. each, out of which they have
to pay for food, clothes, coal and light,
soaps, elc. and all the other necessities
of life!

This sum however., which doesn’t
even equal the tips which are handed
out by the rich during the coursg of
their daily travels, is heaten in sheer
meanness by the allowances granted
to the widow of 60 who receives 21s.
per week, from which is deducted 6s.
rent. This leaves a little over 2s. 14d.
per day from which she is expected to

4 YEARS
OF WAR!

Continued on page b

After Quebec, Churchill spoke and
gave & clear picture of the policy
and future military strategy of the
Allies and their essential economic and
political alms for the future, No
military aid to Russia until the policy
of Britain and Ametica with their
precise delfftions: of a carved up
EW§%pe has been accepted by Stalin
and military intervention suits their
imperialist aims. 5

Behind Churchill’s statement: that a
military front siuch as Stalin demands
will not be dictated by political con-
siderations but by military strategy,
les a great and definite lie. For the
refusal to open such a front is dictated
precisely by the class, political an-
tagonism between Soviet Russia, a
degenerated workers' state, and her
allies, countries controlled by the
capitalist class.

They lie who say that there is no
conflict. Taey do a disservice to the
toiling masses and to the Soviet Uniou
who cover up this confilet. For behind
the half concealed discussions and de-
bates and open propaganda, secret
diplomatic discussiong to decide the
carve up and dictate the economic and
political future of Europe and the
world are ‘taking place.

Out with it! The masses must de-
mand an end to the secret diplomatic
talks. Expose it, for it is reaction’s
tool. Labour must demand a clear
and open statement of the basig of
this conflict and take a hand in de-
ciding what has to be done.

The turning of the energy of the
Allies against Japan, is a sign that
they are waiting for a further weak-
ening of Soviet Russia. The campaign
against Japan underlines the fact that
the only genuine allies of the workers
state are the working class.

For four years, the destiny of
millions has been in the hands of
capitalist governments, apart from the
Soviet Unlon. Stalin's bureaucratic
policy, in spite of the fact that Soviet
Russia {s a workers' state, has helped
the ecapitalists to control and mislead
the people. But the fifth year will
usher in a new period of social align~
ments and political struggles. For
reaction is giving place to revolution.
The masses will have the last ward!

In this period the working class need
clear ideas and a revolutionary pro-
gramme, Above all they need an
{nternational socialist party to earry
that programme into effect.

To defond the Soviet Unlon not only
from hér enemies and "allies” but
from the false bureaucratic policies
of Stalinism is a first duty of the
working class. To do so the warkers
must find thelr independence as a
class.

Only the Fourth International—the
World Party of Socialist Revolution—
has the policy which faces up to all
the demands of our epoch.

feed and clothe herself. It is of livtle
use following the advice of those
gentlemen who urge the eating of more
vegetables when, 1f the widow bought
a pound of tomatoes (1s. 8d.) and a
cabbage (3d.) it would only leave her
with 43d: !

It is impossible to adequately des-
cribe the conditions under which these
workers are compelled to exist’ as a
result of these allowances. Incredible
though it may seem, in London, where
a club for elderly people has opened,
providing a two-course lunch for 8d.,
tea at a ld. per cup, and a High tea
for 6d., many of the members have
been unable to have any of the meals
because they just did not have the
money to pay for it.” The question as
whether or not it is possible to buy a
24d. stamp in order to write a letter,
becomes one of the greatest importance
to these workers, who have only 2s. 2d.
a day to exist upon.

Tn 1042, the Government calculati
that the average pensioner smo
4 ozs. of tobacco a week, and drank
6 pints of beer, in an apparent fit of
generosity, granted an additional B5s.
per week: Let us see what actually
happened to this amount, assuming
that the 55. was actually spent in this
way. The amolnt granted was 6s. In
the same year, a tax was imposed
which on these amounts of tobacco and
boer amounted to 3s. 6d.,. thus leav-
ing the pensioner exactly 1s. 6d. better
off. The last budget placed a further
2s. tax on these items, which con-
sequently left the pensioner 6d.
WORSE off than he was before 1840,
when the Aot providing for supple-
mentary allowances was first passed.
Such is the ‘‘generosity’’ of a capitalist
Government, which gives you 5s. with
one hand and takes 5s. 6d. with the
other!

Another ‘‘concession’’ has been the
free provision of blankets and bed
linen in case ol need, for these pen-
sioners, -And once again, it is the
Menns Test inspectors which deter-
mines the need. Mr. Walkden, M.P.,
who visited many old age pensioners
in Doncaster, said in the House of
Commons recently that: |

‘. . Many of the old people were |
ragged, tattered and torn, or their |
clothes were patched. T went into |
somir of their bedrooms to see the
conditions in which they are living
now owing to deterioration and
general usage of their goods and
chattels. These people indicated
that the supplementary pension was |
insufficient to provide all the things
they would like to buy. 1 said to
some of them, ‘But vou can obtain
bed linenm,” and T was asked, “Have
vou met some of the inspectors who
conduct the enguiries’ "

Other M.P.s also teld of these in-
vestigntors who pay monthly or fort-

BY JIM HINCHCLIFFE

nightly visits to see that the old folk
are not “‘living too well’’ on the extra
sums they receive, who ask all kinds
of questions as to exactly how the
money is spent, and one M.P. even
told of—

‘. . . investigators going to some
of these eclderly women and lifting
up their skirts to see what they were
wearing underneath.’

It is no wonder that many people
are afraid to make application for n
supplementary pension! The whole cost
of the recent concessioms in fact, is
estimated at only £850,000, or the
cost- of 14 hours of war. The extra
costs of administration is estimated at
nearly as much, at least £500,000!

hat a vivid contrast this repre-
sents to the pensions granted to the
members of the ruling class, The Lord
Chancellor who, when Chancellor of
the Exchequer, defended the Means
Test so ably, will receive a pension cf
£5000 a year, without a Means Test,
wl:it_:h will equal over £13 10s. per day
compared with the pensioners 2s. 24d.
And if further evidence is needed o
the class approach towards this ques-
tion, let us examine the recent con-
cessions granted to the Foreign and
Consular Service, where a man who 1s
receiving a salary of £1,200 a year,
will, instead of receiving £300 a year
pension (just under £6 per week) and
o £000 lump sum, now receives
a year pension (just under £8 per
week) and a £1,200 lump sum.

There is no talk here of odd pennies,
of Means Test mnspectors, of haggling
over “‘rent adjustments’’. Here is the
class ontlook revealed in .its most
naked, despicable and inhuman form.
In the barbarous and primitive Neo-
lithic perind of man’s history and even
later, the young men lined up their
aged parents and stonéd them to
death, thus thinking that they wers
sending them to a better world, Cap-
italism is; admittedly, more advanced,
its tortures are more refined—it merely
starves the old people to death!

Whilst these conditions are the
direct result of the capitalist system

which breeds and a vates them,
and can only be solved by the over-
throw of capitalism, the workers,

through their Labour and Trade Union
organisations, must demand a  real
“Square Deal”’ for these pensioners.
They must demand an adequate main-
tenance allowance arranged to meet
the ever rising cost-of-living and the
abolishing of the notorious and dis-
gusting Means Test with all it accom-
panying degrading features, The
workers have the right to the same
reward which the capitalists make so
certain of elaiming, a decent and ade-
quate pension sufficient to ensure a
comfortable existonce for the remain-
der of their life.

b
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Continued from Page 1.

ns it 15, in favour of the Government.
These and a gteat many other cases
still to be hsted went unpunished.
Not that we want to see the regu-
lations rigidly enforced, quite the con-
trury, we want to see them promptly
and completely abolished.

Being very conscious that this is
political victumisation against the Left,
the War Office made indecent haste to
deny this accusation before it was
made. In criminal practice such de-
nials are accepted as indicative of
euilt So 18 1t in this case. The
Deputy Judge Xdvocate-General (Nors
thern-Command) when he declared
that the case did not mean that there
was discrimination against any politi-
cal organisation, in effect, declared
only further the utter hypocrisy of his
own class,

The ruling class, feeling its position
becoming more precarious almost day
by day, is nfl':lirrnlww all of socialist
ideas sweeping the rank and file of the
Armed Forces: The military caste by

| restrictions

GOLD

and savage penalties
vainly hope to keep the worker in
uniform more politically backward than
his brother in the factories. Then, by
setting one against the other, main-
tuin their rnle. Tlowever, political life
in the forces is-steadily growing de-
spite the restrictions. They. are not
too clear yet but ask any soldiers,
and yon will be told they are rarer
than the Dodo bird. Not for long will

they tamely accept the restrictions.

Here then is the chanece for the Lab-
our leaders if they are really concerned
with the well being of the soldiers, as
they on occasions noisily proclaim. It
wns the Tory majority in the House of
Commons, with the aid of not a few
renegade Labour M.P.'s who by 195
votes to 33 steamrollered the opposition
who offered just a mild :llm-mi’mﬁl'lt to
the Army Act to allow a degree «of
political activity.

Full and Legally Establshed Politi-
cal Rights for the Forces.

Demand the Release of Private Sam
Gold.

COAL OWNERS
'SABOTAGE
PRODUCTION

Continued [from Page 1.

became more obvious that the bosses
were delermined at any cost to main-
tain their prestige and slash at the
workers’ conditions.

The filllers remained firm in their
decision and refused to do the
scuffling; as a result the management
stopped a portion of the Green Award
and the Attendance Bonus to which
p.he men were entitled as they pad
been available for work for the eatire
shift. .

On Friday, 20th August, represanta-
tives of the N.M.A. Bros. ‘Bowman
and Besford took the mattekr up with
Major Thornton. Thornton’s attitude
was directly provocative. He laughed
derisively at the workers' representa-
ties attempts to discuss the issues.

When Bros. Bowman and Besford
report®d back to the miners at Nelson
a lightning strike followed and the pit
was closed on the Friday night 'and
Saturday morning.

At a meeting held on Sunday, the
agents of the N.M.A. pledged moral
support but said they were powerless
to give financial support unless the

channels by giving 14 days’' notice to
terminate thelr employment. This
advice was taken by the miners who
returned to work. A ballot vote was
taken to determine the action to be
taken and a 96% majority voted in
favour of giving 14 days' notice to the
boss2s. On Saturday morning notices
were handed in.

On Tuesday, 3lst August, the E.C
of the NNM.A. meet the coal owners.
If they fail to reach an agreement a
stoppage of work is inevitable. Mean-
while, delegates from the Hartley
Main's group of the N.M.A. have
pledged support to the Nelson miners.
_ The Northumberland coal owners
have shown by their actions how little
they care about production. Hundreds
of tons have been lost and hundreds
more will be lost in the coming weeks.
They are prosecuting 12 of the fillers
for refusing to work.

Forms have been filled in by the
management for the prosecution of
the fillers, but the boot is on the other
foot. It is the workers who should be
filllng in the forms for the prosecution
of the bosses, but, as the workers’
representatives say, “there are no
forms for prosecuting the boss

On Sunday morning the workers'
representatives on_  the Production
Committee moved a resolution accus-
ing the management of refusal to co-
operate, thus making any effort of the
Production Committee to Increase
production mere farces. At the Lodge
meeting in the afterncon the miners
supported the action of their repre-
sentatives and the resolution is being |

miners returned to work and pro-
| ceeded along the

forwarded to the Regional Fuel

copstitutional Controller and to the coal owmers.

=

VICTIMISED

The victimisation of Joe Miller, a
‘trade“union militant has been res
ported to the * Socialist Appeal” by
the Shop Stewards at the factory.

Bro. Miller, the ex-convenor of a
large Clydeside factory, from which
he was also victimised, had besen in
the Ealing plant only a few weeks.
He had been largely responsible
for organising the plant in which the
trade union had previously not been
recognised, and linking up several
widely separated factories belonging
to the same employer. They went
forward to the election of a shop
stewards executive committee cover-
ing several plants.

Following the settlng up of the E.C.
to cover all the factories by the meet-
ings of the 14th and 21st August, Bro.
Miller who was appointed Chairman of
the new Committee and was shop-
steward at Dane Road, was on Mon-
day 23rd August, officially informed
by the Superintendant that the firm
were applyfng for Miller's release
on the grounds that—

“As there is now Insufficient
benchwork to keep this employee
fully occupied we request that we
may be allowed to dispos: with his
services in order that same can be
used to better advantage in some
other plant where his services can
be fully utilized.”

Bro. Miller declined to make any ob-
servations on the form immediately

JOE MILLER

‘| quently feared nothing.

as he required time to think over the
questions and discuss it with the
Works Committee.

A general meeting of both shifts
was held on Tuesday, which declared
that it considered that Miller had been
victimised, and elected a deputation to i
interview the National Service Officer,
in order to place before him the views
of the shop.

This was done. The National Ser-
vice Officer would not commit himself
in any way stating that he had to lnok
at both sides, and that as soon as he
received Miller's counter statement he
would give all points mentioned his
serious consideration. He would nleo
send a Labour Supply Inspector to the
firm to investigate the -position of re-
dundancy.

The Committee had previously inter-
viewed Mr, Milton, who naturally |
denied any attempt at victimisalion,
outlining the position that work on
the bench had dried up and thal it
was uneconomical to keep Miller on
because of this. The Committee, how-
ever ,definitely gathered the impres-
sion that Milton realised Miller had
been victimised and merely would not
lay himself open by admitting it.

Their case is simply that—

1. Miller was shop-steward and had
been very active in the factory fromm
the T.U. angle.

@

-

He had taken a leading part in
the setting up of the Executive com-
aittee covering all the factorles.

3. Another skilled man was started
only three days before Miller's re-
lease was applied for. This man was
startedd as a grinder but Miller or
some other man from the bench could
have been utilised for grinding if there
was redundancy on the bench.

4. TIf the bench hands were redund-
ant a wonderful opportunity was
offered the firm a few days before to
dismiss three men (one of them a
bench-fitter) who were suspended for
misconduet—off the premises during
working hours.

5. Miller is not the most recent ad-
dition to the bench. i

| & No fault has been found with
Miller's work—this cannot be said of
everyone on the bench.

7. Miller was debarred from enter-
ing the factory pending the NS.0.s
declslon, but another man—gn In-
spector—whose release was applied for
at the same time as Miller's was not
barred from working on. After this
anomalous position had been pointed
out during the discussion with the
management the unfortunate inspector
was also told not to report for work.

The Committee is of the opinion that
thie is the reply of the management
to the commencement of real organ-
isation on an all factory basis; that
the management by their action In
applying for Miller’s release have
thrown down the gauntlet to the
workers, hoping that they will in this
way nip the organisation “in the bud”
before it can get a real hold. At a
period when the workers' organisa-
tions have accepted so many restric-
tlons feeling that by doing so they
were assisting the fight for liberty and
against tyrannies both big and small,
we cannot allow an action of this sort
to pass unanswered.

The action of the management must
be fought. But to do so requiries
funds. The Dane Road Committee are
collecting a levy of 2s. 6d4. per man

Svyazhsk

HOW TROTSKY DEFEATED
THE WHITES

Continued from page 8

which seemed so hopeless at the outset.

Human beings sleeping on the floors
of the station house, in dirty huts filled
with straw and broken glass—they
hardly hoped for success and conse-
The specu-
lation on when and how all this “would
end” interested none, “‘Tomorrow''—
sumply did not exist; thera was only. a
brief, hot, smoky piece of time: Tcxfn'\r.
And one lived on that, as one lives 1n
harvest time.

Morning, noon, evening, night—each
single hour was prolonged to the ut-
most count; every single hour had to
be lived through and used up to the
last second. It was necessary to reap
each hour carefully, finely like ripe
wheat in the field is ceut to the very
root. Each hour seemed so rich, so
utterly unlike all of previous life. No
sooner did it vanish than in recollection
it seemed a miracle. And it was a
miracle,

Planes came and went, dropping
their bombs on the station and the
railway cars; machine guns with their
repulsive barking and the calm syllables
of artillery, drow night and then with-
drew again, whilst a-human being in
a torn military coat, civilian hat, and
boots with toes protruding—in short,
one of the defenders of Svyaszhsk—
would smilingly prodnce a” watch from
his pocket an think himself:

“‘So that's what it 1s now-—1.30 or
4.30 o'clock. Or, it is 6.20. Therefore
I am still alive. Svyazhsk holds.
Trotsky's train stands on the rails, A
lamp now flickers through the window
of the Political Department. Good.
The day is ended."

Medical supplies. were almost com-
pletely ahsent at Svyazhsk. God knows
what the doctors used for bandages.
This poverty shamed no one; nor did
anvone stand in fear of it. The sold-

siers on their way with soup kettles to |-

the field kitchen passed by stretclers
with the wounded and the dying.
Death held no terrors. Tt was expected
daily, always. To lie prone in a wet
army coat, with a red splotch on a
shirt, with an expressionless face, a
muteness that was no longer human—
this was something taken for granted.

Brotherhood! Few words have been
so abused and rendered pitiful: But
brothechood does come sometimes, in
moments of direst need and peril. =«
sclfloss, so sacred, so nnpepestable in
a single lifetime, Awd they have not
lived and know nothing of life who have
never tnd at mght on a floor in tatter-
ed and lice-ridden clothes, thinking all
the while how wonderful is the world,
infinitely wonderful! That here the
old has been overthrown and that life
is fighting with bare hands for her ir-
refutable truth; for the white swans
of her resurrection, for something far
bigger and better than this patch of
star-lit sky showing through t]’n- velvet
blackness of a ‘window with sh red
panes—for*the future of all mankind.

Onece in a century contact-is made
and new blood is transfused. These
beautiful words, these words, almost
inhuman in* their beauty, and the
smell of living sweat, the living bhreath
of ‘others sleeping beside you on the
floor. No nightmares, no sentimental-
ities but tomorrow the dawn will come
and Comrade G., a Czech Bolshevik,
will prepare an omelet for the whole
“Ygang'’; and the Chief of Staff will
pull on a shaggy stiffly frozen shirt
washed out last might. A. day will
dawn in which someone will die, know-
ing in his last second that death is
only something among many other
things, and not the main thing at all;
that once again Svyazhsk has not been
taken and that the dirty wall is still
inscribed with a piece of chalk:
“Workers of the World Unite!”

AGAINST THE STREAM

The rainy August days thus passed
one by one. The thin, poorly equipped
lines did not fall back; the bridge re-
mained in our hands and from the
rear, from somewhere far away, rein-
forcements began to arrive,

Iteal telephone and telegraph wires
began to attach themselves to autnmn
spider-webs flying in the winds and
some kind of enormbus, cumbersome,
lame appgratus began to operate on the
God-forsaken rmlway station—Svyaz-
hsk, this tiny, hardly discernible black
dot on the map of Russia, at which in
n moment of flight awd despair, the
revolution had clutched. Here all of
Tratsky's organisational genins was re-
vealed. He managed to restore the
supply lines, got new artillery and a
few regiments through to Svyazhsk on
railways that were being openly sabot-
aged; everything needed for the coming
offensive was obtained. In addition, it
ought to be borne in mind that this
work had to be done in the year 1018,
when demobilisation was still raging.
when the appearance on the Moscow
streots of a single well dressed detach-
ment of the Red Army would create a
real sensation. After all, it, meant to
swim against the stream. against the
exhaustion of four years of war, agains;
the spring floods of fhe revolution
which swept through the whole country
the debris of Czarist discipline and wild

o

hatred of anything resembling the bark
of old offcers’ commands, the barracks,
or old army life. !

Despite, all this, supplies appeara.'d'l
bhefare our very eyes. Nf-“'![)upi‘l'ﬁ{
arrived, boota and overcoats came.
And wherever they actually hand out !
boots, -and for keeps, there you wi|l|
find a really solid army staff; there
things are stable; there the army
stands firmly intrenched and has no |
thonght gf fleeing. That's no joking |
mattar, boots! } |

Thé Order of the Red Flag was not
vet in existence in the era of Svyazhsk, |

in the, tool-room. We appeal to the
pther factories to follow our example,

sending funds to the Secretary.

else it would have been issued to hun-
dreds. Everybody, mecluding the cow-
ardly and the nervous and the sumply
mediocre workers and Red Army men
~—overybody, without a single excep-
tion, performed unbelievable, heroic
deﬂfn; they outdid themselves, like
spring streams overflowing their banks
they Joyfully flooded their own normal
levels.

Such was the atmosphere. 1 remem-
ber receiving at that time by extra-
ordinary chance a few letters from
Moscow. In them was some talk about
the exultation of the petty bourgecisio
preparing to repeat memorable
days of the Paps Commune.
And in the meantime the foremost
and most dangerous front of the Re-
public hung by a thin railway thread
and flamed, setting up an unprece-
dented heroie conflagration which suffi-
ced for three more years of hungry,
typhus-ridden, homeless war.

* THE MEN WHO DID IT

In Svyazhsk Trotsky, who was able
to give the newborn Army a backbone
of steel, who himself sank roots into
the soil refusing to yield an inch of
ground no matter what happened, who
was able to show this handful of de-
fenders o calmness icier than theirs—in
Svyazhsk, Trotsky was not alone.
Gathered there were old party workers,
future members of the Revolutionary
Military Council of the Republic, and
of the Military Councils of the several
Armies to whom the future -historian
of the Civil War will refer as the Mar-
shals of the Great Revolution. Rosen-
goltz and Gussev, lvan Nikitich Smar-
nov, Kobozev, Mezhlauk, the other
Smurnov, and many other comrades
whose names | no longer recall.® From
among the sailors, 1 remomber Raskol-
nikov and the late Markin,

Rosengoltz in his railway car almost
from the very first day sprouted the
office of the Revolutionary Military
Council; extiuded maps and rattled
typewriters — obtamed God knows
where—in short, he began building up
u strong, geometrically perfect organ-
isational apparatus, with q‘mim il
nections, indefatigable wesW10g Capacs
ity and simple i» «vhome,

In #he days to come, whatever the
Aarmy or the front, wherover the work
began to sputter, Rosengoltz was jm-
medintely brought in like a queen-bee
in a sack, placed into the hiuturhnl
bee hive and wonld immedintely
cted to build, organise, forming cells,
buzzing over the telegraph wires. De-
spite the military overcoat and ener-
mous pistol in his belt, nothing martial
could L- discerned in his figure, nor in
his pale, slightly soft face. I'iill tre-
mendous force -did not lic in this field
at all, but rather in his natural ability
to renew, establish connections, raise
the tempo of a halting, mfected blood-
stream to an explosive speed. At the
side of Trotsky he was like a dynamo,
regular, well-oiled, noiseless, with
powerful lévers moving day after day,
spinning the untearable web of organ-
1sation.

I do not reeall just what kind of
work I. N. Smirnov officially performed
in  the staff of the Fifth® Army.
Whether he was a member of the Re-
volutionary Military Council or at the
same time also head of the Political
Department; but apart-from all titles
and frameworks he embodied the othics
of the revolution. He was the highost
moral criterion; the communist con-
science of Svyazhsk.,

Even among the non-party soldier
musses and those communists who had
not known him previously, his nmazing
purity and integrity were immediately
recignised. It 15 hardly likely that he
himself was aware how much he was
feared; howe everyone feafed nothing
so much as to reveal cowardice
and weakness before the eves of this
man, who never yelled at anyone, who
simply remained himself, calm, cour-
ageons, No one commanded as much
respect as Ivan Nikitich, Everyone
felt that in the worst moment he would
be the strongest and most fearless.

With Trotsky—it was to die in battle
after the last bullet bhad been fired;
die enthusiastically, oblivious of
wounds.  With Trotsky—it was the
sacred pathos of struggle; words and
gestures recalling the best pages of the
Great French Revolution,

But, with Comrade Smirnov (so it
seemed to s gt the time and so we
spoke in whispers to each other as we
huddled close together on the floor
during those already cold autumnal
nights)--Comrade Smirnov: this was
pure calm when “‘up against the wall'';
or when being grilled by the Whites;
or in a flthy prison hole. Yes, that
is how one talked about him at Svyaz-

hsk.

Boris Danilovich Mikhailov came a
little later, directly from Moscow, 1
believe. or generally from the contre.
He arrived in a eivilian coat, with that
hright, rapidly changing expression on
his face that people have on boing
freed from prison or hig cities.

Within a few hours he was completely
overcome by the wild intoxication of
Svyazhsk. Changing clothes, he wont
out on reconhaissance patrol in the
vicinity of White Kazan, and rotorned
three days later, tired, his face wind-
tanned, his body crawling with the
ubiquitous hee, By way of compen-
sation, he was all in one pisce.

It is a fascinating spectacle to oh-
serve the profonnd inner process taking
place in F(-uplv who arrive at a revolu-
tionary front: they catch fire like a
straw roofl lit on all four sides, and
then on cooling off become transformed
into a fire-proof, perfeotly clear and
uniform piece of cast iron,
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