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he Spivs
Are in the City of London

A new enemy of the people looms large in the
consciousness of the population at the present time: the
odicus figure of the SPIV,

A skilful campaign of comic pictures and sensa.tmnal
stories in the Press, moralising and indignant sermons in
the churches, jokes and attacks on the B.B.C., have built
up a picture of the unpatriotic spivs battening on the
popilation, indulging in shady deals on the race-courses,
engaging. in petty larceny and the black market, and
refusing to do a usefu! job for the benefit of the eountry.

There is a purpose behind this campaign. Tt suits the
needs of the capitalist class at this time of Labour shortage
and the general shortages in Britain. However, this is
not the first of such propaganda drives. 1In the years
before the war and espeecially during the slump of
1929-33 a similar campaign was directed against the
unemployed. They were people who didn’t want to work,
loafers, dodgers, ete., and all sorts of individual eases
were written up or -2ven concocted in the capitalist press
for the purpose of poisoning the minds of the workers in
employment against the unemployed vietims of eapitalism,

The object then was to divert the aftention of the
workers from the responsibility of the ecapitalist system
for mass unemployment. Now the intention is to divert
attention from the Big Spivs and at the same time to exert
pressure in the interests of the big capitalists against small
traders such as the barrow boys attempting to.gain a
living by this means, and forece them into employment
which is more profitable to the capitalist class. -

Its an' excellent idea to put in produetive labour and
useful occupations the parasites who are preying on the
workers and living on the fruits of their toil.  But why
start on the poor barrow boys who are distributing fruit
and vegetables. Or even on the genuine small spivs and

touts who uang around fhe billiard rooms and pubs ? The

real splw wear top hats,, lounge around the Rividrs, “or
“work"” in the City of London, or the Stock Exchange.
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£900 Million Squandered Yearly

on Military

Expenditure

Demand This be Spent on Food

I‘LRI‘J i\DY 1\1 K A(}R]‘A
£144 MILLION 1IN

. THE
REDUCED.

RATIONS OF THE WORKERS ARE TO BE
FOOD EXPENDITURE IS TO BE

SAVED AS

COMPARED TO ONLY £20 MILLION ON OVERSEAS MILITARY COMMITMENTS.
This fact in itself speaks sloguently on which the Lalmur Government regards as

nmore important :
working class.

Instead of drawing the working class
into the planning and controlling of
Britain's. production, the Labour _(.‘m'vru;‘
ment choosges to consult with the capitalist
class of Britain and the United States.

Instead of spreading Socialism through
the far corners of the earth the Labour
Government maintains armed forces for
imperialist aims.

And this is to be paid for at the expense
of the food and health of the working class.
So long as £800,000,000, or 2/- in the £1,
¢f the whole national income is spenl on
armaments, the working eclass will not

the military commitments of British imperialism or the food of the

willingly bear  added sacrifices—for the
simple reason that these sacrifices will not

be for the advancement of a Socialist
HVsLem. The capitalists ch always get
round the  rationing system. Under

(':lz}itahsm if yow have mouey you ¢an buy
anything.

The Trade Unions and Labour organis-
ations must force the Government to end
this military wastage, and to end’it now.
And instead of cutting into the standards
of the working class, foree them to raise
them at the expense of capitalist interests
abroad and capitalist profits at home.

GIVE US PROTECTION —
NOT THEM

COMPENSATION !

BUTTER=NOT GUNS/?

SMASH FASCISM

By Workers’ Action !

BY D. GARBUTT

C.P. Policy
Leads to Defeat

Form Workers’

Defence Guards

UNDER THE NAME OF THE
BRITISH EX -SERVICEMEN'S
LEAGUE, THERE HAS BEEN
A CONSIDERABLE REVIVAL
OF FASCIST ACTIVITY 1IN
LONDON.

For two weeks in sucecession in
the Dalston area they have
marched to Stalinist meetings
shouting “ WE WANT MOSLEY .
They were able to break ‘up the
C.P. meeting on August 17th.
Earlier at their own meeting they
assaulted Fred Mullally of the
* Sunday Pictorial.”

On the second occasion, August
24th, this fascist Ex-Servicemen’s
Leaguc was again able to rally its
forces and lead a demonstration in
the face of an Anti-Fascist Rally
called by the C.P.

a4 United Front of

carried out by
and the

all working-class  parties
Trade Unions.
Fatal

C.P. Policy

The anti-fascist rally on August

In all, about 5000 people were|, ! :
present, the hulk of them anti- | 2% 51‘”“‘?‘1 L;]curly the t“t}ﬂ policy
fascists. The fascist demonstration |that —the  Communist Party is

earrying out at the present time.
Their speakers failed completely to
show the real nature of faseism as
the advance guard of capitalist re-
action against the working elass.
The 6nly demands that were raised
at the meeting were: For the
Government to ban the Faseists,
and, for the workers at the meet-
ing to depend upon the police to do
their duty.

Even asg the Fascists marched
tawntrde tho montine Thae Rtalinicte

numbered at the most 300 people,
mostly youths. Yet they were
allowed to stand at the back of the
Anti-Faseist meeting shouting
slogans, and throwing stones and
hottles.

So far from tllis heing, as the
* Daily “Urlﬂ‘l‘ claimed, a
vietory for ** the people of Lmuluu,
it represented a step forward for
the fascists:
Bvery time t y

Cgrems e O T

are *hle to come
Pl B - iy R TR L |




start on the poor barrow boys Wil 4it
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spivs and

or the Stock Exchange.

“"put the 'Big Spivs the monopoly eapitaiists, finance

sharks and bankers out of business.
 without compensation and put
attack the small spivs and make
chaos, mismanagement and erisis

=

lust for profits of

‘Take over industry
them to useful work. To
them responsible for the
prought/about by the

the capitalist elass is sheer hypocrisy.

STOP DESTROYING |

VEGETABLES !

Form Distributing Centres
BY DOUGLAS DUNCAN

The recent activity of the
vegetable and fruit produce
received  widespread
housewives.

This * grower to huyer move
ment ” arose out of the criminal
wastage of crops which oceurred |
when the prices offered to the
growers by the wholesalers were not
sufficient to cover the cost of pick-
ing and transporting the crops.

Vegetables were ploughed under
4ll over the country. At the same
time, the prices of fruit and vege-
tables in the shops were too_ high
for the working class housewife. .

'he aim of the direct gales scheme

was to cut out the uxforl,ion_atel
profits of the middlemen \\"}]Ch.
according to the “News

Ch -enicle” of 18th August, ranged |
as high as 60%. ;

At Croydon, where Tast Grin-
stead growers set up stalls in an
wieade and  hougewives fixed the
prices,  cuenmbers cost 3d.  as
agninst 94, to 1/- in nearby shops,
fottuces fetched Sd. as against 9d.
Tomatoes were 6d. a Ib. cheaper,
peas 2d. to 3d. and heans 2d. a lb.
cheaper.

A working class housewife who
bought apples, cuenmber, tomatoes,
Inttuce, beans fnd peas halved her
hill.  In Birmingham, Worcester-
ghire and other parts of the
country similar drastic reductions |
were effected.

At the same time, many of the
growers who had been faced, with |
ruin because they were unable to
market their crops not only dis-
posed of them, hut were ahle to
show a comsiderably higher profit
than they had obtained at any time
through the normal trade channels.

Some indieation of the fantastie!
nrofits made by the wholesalers is |
#iven by the fact that many re-
tailers found it more profitable to
bhuy from the Direct Suppfly Asso-
rintion : they arrived from all over
l.ondon. |

By noon on the first day, nrices
in Croydon had fallen by 20%.
The established  middle.  men
attempted to write off the whole
affair as a stunt and aseribed the

support

market gardeners in selling
direct to the eonsumer has
from  working-elass

fall in prices solely to the fact that
Direct Supply had few labour costs

and mo overheads. Whilst it is
true that part of the veduction
could be ascribed to the use of

volunteer labour and the ready co-
operation of the housewives, this
does mnot account for the whole
reduction. An indication of this
was given in Birmingham, whers
the scheme was joined and snp-

ported by the greengrocers who
claimed  that the  wholesalers
regularly supplied fruit and vege-
tables inferior to the samples

shown to buyers, showed favonrit-
fsm to certain retailers aud sol!
roods on condition that other more
expensive articles were  also
bought.

This experience has clearly ex-
posad the anarchical conditions tha!
ohtain  toddy - in the eapitalist
market. Whilet - the Laponr
(lovernment threatens fresh cuts in
the rations of the working class
and prodaees a plan  for 30
greater agricultural productien in
Britain than during the war, food
is destroyed and denied fto the
working class for the sake of the
profits of the wholesalers.

Whilst the *“grower to buyer
| movement "’ shows the oxtent of
the racket, it does not of itself
provide the solution to the ques-
tiom. What is necessary is not to
eliminate completely the whole
marketing organisation, but {2

rationalise it by cufting out all
unnecessary handling of the zoods
and the lavers of * wholesalers ™
whose only funetion is to reap their
profits at the expense of the con-
sumer and the small producers.
For this, there mnst he established
Committees of Labour and Co-
operative women’s organisations
with* representatives of the Trade
Unions and of the Market
Gardeners and small producers.
Such committees could -ensure
speedy and equitable distribution
of available supplies.

(TR

‘out inte’ theey
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“ Daily Worker ”  claimed, a
vietory for * the people of Londen,”
it represented a step forward for
the fascists:

Dvery time they

are %{ﬂe to come
C - wikhy hepuaity)
they are emboldened. Hach tiine
they are able to organise a demon-
stration, they are given a basis on
which to rebuild their old organisa-
Liong.

The fasecists are, attempting to
group together a cadre with which
they hope to build a mass move-
ment in-the coming slump.

The time to smash the menace of
fageism in Britain is when their
forces are still weak.

For Workers’ Defence
Guards

Only the organised action of the
workers will defeat the fascists.
The London Trades Council must
immediately begin the formation of
a Workers' Defence Guard com-
posed of volunteers from the Trade
Union Movement. A vigorous

" campaign of reeruitment of Union

members must be undertaken, and
a serious programme of training of
the volunteers eommenced.

All working elass meetings in the
areas where the fascists ave be-
ginning their activity again, must
be defended by the Defence Guard.
Side by side with this, must go a
divect campaign  against  the
Fascists by means of meetings,
counter-meetings, demonstrations

MORE WORK FOR MINERS

MEANS INCREASED ACCIDENT RATE

AT THE HEIGHT OF THE PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN BLAMING
LACK OF COAL, DEATH STRUCK A CRUEL AND RUTHLESS BLOW

In quick suecession, {wo pit disasters oceurred within a hundred
‘ ‘Cumberland, where 111 miners were
Annfield Plane, Co. Durham, where another 20 miners were

Wiltiam Pit, Whitel:avea,

CROCODILE TEARS

For a few days after the White-
haven disaster; the press eampaign
against the miners was sfilled. In
its  place, a spate articles
appeared gushing sympathy < with
the miners, well seasoned with a
liberal dose of crocodile tears.

The tragedy that strikes at a
miner’s home in the wake of such
0 disaster was nakedly revealed.
The whole male population of a
family wiped ouf. Almost the
entire male population of a street
and of a lavge part of a village.
300 children fatherless. The
stark reality of a mingr's  life,
which the Press terms a “ man’s
job* is brought out daring times
of these all too frequent
accidents.

But after a few days, the Press
hacks of Fleet Street were soon
at it again: digging coal by the
million ton—not with a pneum:tic
pick, but on the keyboard of a

| typewriter !

mere, Kemsley, all gave ample space
to the cry : Drive the Miner ! Save
the Nation. Work: harder—Dig
more coal !

At such a period, when the Union
leaders. and the Yellow Press
attempt to ereate the illusion that
the miners are slackening: that
they are well paid for doing little
work: that the absentecs are the
source of all evil—it would be well
to recall a few facts.

FACH YEAR —
1,000 KILLED -
160,000 INJURED

Each year, 900 to 1,000 miners
are killed. IGach- year about
160,000 miners are injured.

When the  capitalist ~ press
sercams  out for more coal, ve-
member that the
aceidonts in pits alone each year is
egunl to the whole working time
of about: 7,000 miners.

Beaverbrook, Rother- |

time, lost. by |

miles
killed; the second at
killed. Both pits

If we assume a working life of
50 years, then on the average out
of 100 miners entering the pit at
14, six or seveun will be killed in
the pit, and 20 very seriously in-
jured. The average Mminer may
expect to be injured fairly seriously
once every five years during his
working life.*

The Willizun Pit explosion
brings home the hazardous nature
of mining. But that is only part
of the picture. The life of a
miner is a constant battle against
falling rock, against disease to the
eves, the filling of the lungs with
stone whigh vots them and dooms
the miner to an agonising death,
from which medical science offers:
no means of escape at the moment.

A eonsiderable propertion of the
qeeidents nnd the discase whieh
ravages the mining community
cach vear can bhe avoided. But
only if the lust for profit, which:
still continnes undg¢r the National

are among the oldest in the district.

* 4 Britain’s Coal,” M, Hcr‘uemanmi
i |

THE MINER FOR THE
AT THE MINING COMMUNITY.

of each other.

The first at the
the Morrison Busty Pit,

Coal Board as in the days of
privately owned pits, is ended once
and for all

It has been irrefutably estab-
lished that the rate of accident and
gickness in the pits iInereases
whenever the miners are driven to
work harder, longer, or to speed

up their pace. (See Facts on
page 4.)
The insistence of the Labour

(Government that the miners should
produce the same quanfity of coal
in the »-day week as they had
previously done in 6 days—their
demand that they work longer
hours or return to the 6-day week
and produce more than previously—
IS A CERTAIN FORERUNNER
OF INCREASING ACCIDENT
RATE, OF INCREASING TLL-
NESS FROM INDUSTRIAL
DISEASE.

But. hecause the National Coal
Board still operates according to
capitalist principles, it seeks not

(Oontinuwed on Page 4.)

LOVernmens o Hai ine - ARl imis
and, for the workers at the meot
ing to depend upon the police to do
their duty.

Byven as the Fasecists marched
towards the meeting, the Stalinists
Stewards' were  apgpeblicg 4o
crowd to maintaiy order, not to
provoke the fascists, and rely on
the police to deal with them.

Mullally, the journalist put a
more militant line when he called
for aection against the fascists
“ whenever and wherever they may

arise.” And despite the attempt
of the “ Daily Worker " to steal
the thundery every rank and file
Clommunist Party member who

was . there knows that the cordon
which stopped the fascist advance
to the back of the meeting was
formed in spite of the action of
their - own ' stewards on the
initiative mainly of the Jewish 43
Group.

The militants of the C.I°. nt this
meeting were very well conpeious
that in the face of a direct threat
from the fascists, their leadership
were  unable to give any feal
alternative to the policy of the
Labour Party.

Clomrades = of

the  Communist

[Party ! Demand of your leadership

a  militunt steugele  aghinst  the
Kascists, TFor a United ront of
all Workers® Organisations agnins(
the Fascists | Smash the Fascists
now.

PARTITION

LEADS TO
BLOODSHED

100,000 Sikhs and Hindus,
and 100,000 Moslems have
been killed in the comtnunal
glaughter in the Eastern and
Western Punjab,  This is a
direct result of the splitting

‘lof the IMunjab which divides

the Sikh people
Pakistan and India.

"This has inflamed and embittered
the sikhs who are torn apart in
this arbitrary fashion.

The reactionary partition of the
Punjab has been cunningly devised
by British Imperialism to prevent
a common front of the Muslim,

hetween

Hindu and  Sikh peasants and
workers against British Tmperial-
ism as well as - against their

eommon enemy the Indian Land-
lords and Capitalists. Instead of
peasant against landlord, they have
diverted the struggle into religious
and communal channels.

The reactionary division of India
is the cause of the sluughter,
tespongibility for which must rest
on its authors, British Tmperialism
and the Congress and Muslim
League landlords and capitalists.
The sohition to the vommunal
problem lies in the unity of the
workers aind peasants against the
eapitalists and landlords of all

creeds, in a United Socialist India,
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2 SOCTALIST APPEAL, September, 1947.

AUGUST, 194%.
‘ £ s d
Collection ............... 26 19 6
Newcastle .. 1 1
Coventry ...... 2 0
Birmingham 15 0
Cast London ......... 3 3 4
EHE: .. ... e 115 0
Londoners 30 0 0
Tom Paine ....... g BN
0.H., South Wales ... 10 0
E/miaon: .l 113 4
R.S., East London ... 5 0 0
Hithun e, 14 8
S.W. London 114 10
M.S. Lo 3 0 0
FORER vl R Ca et 9 0
£78 10 9

L ]

WE DESPERATELY
NEED MONEY! °

Friends of “ Socialist
Appeal ” ! Once again we
are faced with an increase in
the cost of paper, and we are
now having to pay for our
latest quota.

The capitalist press and the
“ Daily 'Worker ” have taken
advantage of the reduced
allocations to cut the size of
their publications and, in the
case of a leading Sunday
paper, to raise the price from
2d. to 3d.

We are not doing either of
these things. The size of
“ Soeialist Appeal” will re-
main as before. The price
nlso. This means, concretely,
that whilst our revenue will
remain about the same, the
costs will go up, thus widen-
ing the gap between our
income and expenditure.
Our's is not a dollar crisis,
however, but a sterling
deficit, That is, one which
all of you, dear readers, can
help to overcome.

GIVE to the Fighting
Fund ! Not only yourselves
but ask every sympathiser,
every friend of the paper to
do likewise. Our appeal is
urgent. Help is desperately
needed. We cannot keep
going on the (wopences paid

Oppose Payment By Resuits!

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE IS

REPRINTED FROM THE

“ BUILDERS’

APPEAL,”

ORGAN OF THE CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE.

The rank and file building worker is
being called upon to make one of the most
momentous decisions he has ever faced.
He is being asked to agree to the
abandonment of a long cherished con-
dition, plain time rates, and to agree to

the introduction . of piece rates, more
commonly referred to as Payment by
Results.

The circular from the
Union IIxecutives to the building union
branches states: ~** We  believe that
although the proposal does not fully meet
our claims, nevertheless it does offer the
possibility of a material improvement on
our members economie position.
Although you are now being a_skpd to
surrender a long-cherished principle and
to accept something that hitherto }ms
been unrecognised, it should be passible
by vigilance, effective ‘orgamisation and
control to prevent those abuses which
have accompanied payment by results in
the past.”” They add, of course, that
“ regard must be paid to the officially
expressed policy of the Government.”
(Our emphasis). ”:

The New Builders® Leader, 'in its
September issue, states: “ Such 4 'change
(to P.B.R.) is vitally neccessary if the
operitives are to get the wages they so
sorely. need and the working-class the
houses so desperately required,” and
that “ While the offer is mot the three
shillings the operatives have so eagerly
and. justly lodoked forward to, the gross
increase in earnings that the Minister's
proposal can bring about will give us a
FEELING OF SATISFACTION in view
of all the factors that have operated
against us in the past months.” Hurther,
“That the union executives are recom-
mending the mnew proposal, is some
guarantee that, in future, this defect (dis-
illugionment resulting from lack of unioh
control) will be removed. A mev out-
look in trade unionism is Trequired to
meet the needs of our time . . .” (Our
emphasis).

To the building rank and filer it must
have appeared almost impossible fthat
people who elaim to * represent v the
interests of the workers could use such
anti-trade union arguments.

BOSSES'’ ONLY CONCERN
1S PROFIT :

I the first place, the building em-
ployee has always been concerned, and is
equally coucerned to-day, over the faect
that thousands of his fellow workers are
inadequately housed. Ile belongs to the
elass which is the sufferer from the
housing problem. Many in his own ranks
(i.e. building workers) are cnndetm_w_d to
slum-dwellings, and similar conditions.
But he realises ‘also, that this is not a
new probleni. Well he remembers the

- dave before the war, when thousandd of '

building the employers ecarried out was
governed by no other factor than this.
it is the same to-day, it will be the same
to-morrow. Before he was elevated to the
joh of Minister of Health, Anuerin Bevan
recognised this only too well. In t].!e
Tribune of October 14, 1944, under his
editorship, there appeared an article
which stated : * The builders and build-
ing societies will reap the profits. The
Government will increase the tax burden
on the masses in order to sgquander its
funds in useless subsidies. A few of the
more ‘fortunate’ workers and middle
class families will live in a Jerry-built
house at an extortionate rent. The re-
mainder will live in slums, old style and
modern, including the ‘steel tents and
huts. THAT IS WHAT PRIVATE

ENTERPRISE HAS TO OFFER.” +

Only a few days after the N.A.T. Te-
jected the demands of the huilding

workers for 3/- per hour, on the grounds

that ** the industry cannot afford it,” this
same Aneurin Bevan announced an in-
crease in the maximum selling price for
houses built by private employers of £100,
despite the fact that it"is estimated thaf
bhuilding contracts already placed will
bring a profit of £50,000,000 to these same
employers.

And, in case anyone
private enterprise has undergone some
mystical transformation, and is no longer
concerned with profits, sinee the Labeur
leaders took over the reins of Govern-

imagines that"®

ment, a few facts will serve to dispel

such an illusion.
groups made a profit for One Quarter of
1946 of £2.822000 as compared with
£2,642.000 for the eorresponding perind
of 1045, The large rings have continned
their plundering of the public withour
Windranee, from the Bevans and Isaaes.
The Tiriti: h Portland Cement (n.. made
a, total nrofit in 194G of £1.370¢.673, as
compared with £6T8,216G in 1945,

From the point of view of the working
class, and that is what the Labour and
Trade Union leaders are supposed to
represent, there is not a single reason
why the building workers shonld not have
received 3/- per hour long agoe. So long
a8 a penny of profit is heing taken ont
of the industry, their propaganda on this
qaestion is so mueh duplicity,

PIECE - WORK,
DIVIDES WORKERS

The real reason for the introduection of
P.B.R. is to transform the industry into
n gigantic sweat shop, with the workers
at each others throats in an attempt to
gain more bonus, and at the same time
swell the profits of the employers.  One
need only look at the example of other
industries where piece-work operates to
realise that this

ditions of the workers. Contrary to the
tongne in the cheek drivel of the
New  Builders’  Lender. about i
_strengthening of T.U, orgemisations tk
will of the mest edpCUYE Weapor
in breaking it down. *“Divide and Rule

20 bnilding materials ™

is the most effoctive
means of maling inrvoads inte the con-

n{le L1 A

¢ ing class at heart.

fellow worker who! wants to maintain
reasonable eonditions on the job, by
encouraging work in all sorts of weather
in order that the mnecessary * results”
may be obtained to maintain a reasonable
wage packet, so @ the employer will
rapidly get even a stronger grip than
he has to-day.

And all of this will be channelised
through the Joint Troduction Committees,
where workers’ representatives will sit
with employers’ representatives in
judgment on their fellow workers who
they think are “mnot pulling their
weight,” or, more aeccuratély, * not
sweating their guts out for the profit-
grabbing boss.” The workers on these
Committees have no real effective con-
trol or say in the production plans of
the boss. Effective control of production
remains in the hands of the employver
who works out his plans behind e¢losed
doors with the Company Directors.
J.P.C.s will mainly function as dis-
c¢iplinary committees, as during the war
when through * Absentee Committees ”
thousands of workers were prosecuted
whilst mnot a single employer was put
hehind prison bars.

THE ANSWER —
REJECT PBR.!

The unswer of the rank and file to
these proposals is very simple. We must

reject P.B.R., and at the same time
centinme the struggle for the 3/- ner
hour, It is ironical indeed that the Trade

ATnion bureaucrats are advoeating
P.B.R. for the rank and file, while they
live en the fat of the land themselves,
drawing large salaries and fat expenses.
They are paid by the rank and file to
look after the intevests of that rank on '
file, Tf anyone should be put on a
scheme of Payment by Results it is these
sam> T.U. officials. On their record over
the past two years they wounld have
noeeded to rely en the Public Assistance
Committee for a living, for they have
produced few * results.”

We must demand at the same time
from the Labour Government that if it
is i'{;:lily seriously concerned about the
hnusgmg of the population, it must
Nationalise, without delay, the land and
the entire huilding indnstry WITHOUT
COMPENSATION. Tf the employers
wa'nt some guarantee in return for
losing their industries, then we are in
favour of them having the same
guarantee as the workers—a hod, or a
trowel, or a paint-brush, a  suit of
dungarees and a job on any site at T.U,
.rates of wages.

At the same time, the nationalised in-
dustry mustihe manazed hv demorratieally

. elected committees of workers, who alone

hiave the housing interests of the work-
] ! This is the way to
solve the housing problem—the only way
—nud at the same time guarantee the
conditions of the building workers.

g of &ﬁﬂwh K. we must
t for action over our long awaited
and' for 3/-. In the .meantime, the

Building Workers'!

~ap

Some Facis on

‘Mining Accidents

It is a most striking fact that the
accident rate in mining has shown
very little reduction since the last
war, Such reduction as there has
been is mainly in
surface workers.

The fatal accidents (the only
ones for which continuous figures
are available going hack before the
last war) show that between 1876
and 1900 there was a rapid reduc-
tion in the accident rate (from 175
per 100,000 employed in 1876 and
236 per 100,000 in 1877 to 128.9 in
1900). Up to the last war the
rate continued to fall (to 114.9 in
1914) : there was an increase
during the war, but immediately
after the war, in the years 1920-1,
a record law level was reached of
eighty-nine and cighty-seven deaths
per 100,000° working. These were
also the years when hours were only
seven a shift, when ‘real wages in

accidents to |

hetween 1926 and 1938 it never
again fell below 100, and for the
greater part of those years it was
over 105 per 100,000, In 1938
872 miners were killed in accidents
—107 for every 100,000 empoyed.
During the present war this rate

hds again risen. In 1941 there
were 220 fatal accidents, or 13

per 100,000—the highest rate since
1918.

The non-fatal accidents have not
been reduced either. Indeed, since
1924, when the statisties vere
first compiled in their present form,
there has been a considerable rise
in the proportion of miners in-
jared »t work. Like the fatal
apeidents, the rote of non-fatal
ifijuries inereased sharply after the

11926 strike and the rise in hours,

and it has not fallen appreciably
since. The greatest: number of
aécidents, and those which Thave

the mines were at their highg_-tlshown the least imurqvemvnf, are
point, and when union organisation 'from falls of ground (i.e., the roof

wis ot its zenith.,

therefore in a better position tn‘ :
resist any drive for output at the away tubs, crushing of men against

expense of safety,

The rate rose again in 923
and dropped with a rise in real
wages in 1924, After the 192G
lock-out, when hours were
lengthened and wages reduced it
rose again to 107. In the years

The men were OT sides of the workings falling m),

while haulage accidents due to run-

the side, ete, come second.
Between one worker in four and one
in five is injured every vear
seriously enough to lese mere than
three days' work.
Facts taken from * Britain’s
Coal”, by Margot Heinemann.

BY T.
MANCHESTER— :

Our comrades sold the special
anti-fageist supplement at a Stalin-
ist (N.C.C.L.) meeting held under
the slogan of “ Ban the Fascists.”
It was a packed meeting of 1,500.
200 supplements were sold and 21
copies of ' Middle East at the
Jrossroads,”  Our comrades also
organised a meeting on Platt-
Fields which had been advertised
by means of echalking and by
placards held by the sellers of
* Socialist Appeal” in the centre of
Manchester where 67 papers were
sold,

LONDON—

London comrades have heen very
busy on the anti-fascist eampaign
holding open air meetings, chalking,
writing to the local press and offer-
ing a united front with the Com-

working class bodies.

|

munist Party branches and othér speakers have been

PDARTY ACTIVIErY

REILLY

In Bast London a canvass was
held on Sunday morning at. which
200 supplements were sold. At
Hyde Park another 300 were sold
on the same day in the afternoon
and evening.

A suceessful meeting was held in
the Last Bnd of Leondon aszainst
the fuscists which was attended by
about 80 workers. The rank and
file members ‘of the Communist
Party who were present
extremely friendly,

were

In Paddington, after chalking the
district, a successful open  air
meeting was held, Oune comrade
sold 70 supplements en her own at
this meeting.

Party speakers have addressed a
number of trade union lLranches on

i the policy of the R.C.P. The
attendances have heen good—
usually more than "M0—and eur

enthusiastically
received. : ViR AT
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for_tte wmaner,
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do likewise. Our appeal is
urgent. Help is desperately
needed. We cannot keep

going on the twopences paid
We' must
build up the itighting Fund
of your paper . . . from your
pockets, Give as much as
you can afford. In fact, give
more. It is a small sacrifice
to make for Socialism.

Send all donsdtions to :—
A. Ross, National Treasurer,
256, Harrow Road, London,
w.2.

For @ Marzist understanding
of the Spanish situation,
read:

“Revolution and
Counter-Revolution
in Spain”
by Felix Morrow

S/

Ohtsinable from :

DBusiness Manager,
Harrow Road,
London,

256,
w2,

ii‘t)ﬁ;ing pl‘O.iJleﬁll. hl\r]fm;; in his own ranks
(i.e. building workers) are condemned to
and similar conditions.
But he realises also, that this is not a
Well he I'elmmﬂam'rs:i th(fe‘ Lwill b
days before the yyar, when thousands o
( wu{-king class families needed new homes,
but at the same time, the employers kept

slum-dwellings,

new Lroblem.

thousands of building workers

their heels, propping up the walls of the
Then, as now,. the
only concern of the building employers
was how much profit could be made. Any

Labour Exchanges.

employers.
kicking

who is prepared to

speed the employer

is the long established
By nitting younger workers
against older workers, who ecannot work
quite so fast, by pitting the bricklayer

the line sticking the bricks up at the

ethod of th

stand at the end of

requires, against his

means of making inreads into the eon-* | solve the housing proﬂ}giﬂ—-:ch;\--;ﬁui;‘°rvv:;£;
ditions of the workers. Contrary to the —and at the same time guarantee the 4
tongne in the cheek c]riveil}l of the eaudal!t:e'ipns of the building workers,
New  Builders’  Leader. about = the, .l = g AR o G e i _?
trengthening \U. orgrnisut; ad 3 s of & at Tor R, must
SPghktheniog o8 T Ly, oopmnleay e ' for sction over our long Bwaited
§ lin breaking it down, * ule ~le ' nd for 3/-, In the meantime, the

numg of this struggle is in the hands
| of the rank and file.
P.B.R. ballot before them,
interests and those of the working class

They have this
In their own

.45 ©

in general, they must give the unambig-
1nous answer :
SCHEME OF ANY DESCRIPTION !”

“NO PIECE - WORK

| Are You a Regular Reader ? |
If not, Fill in the Form below:

I would like to take
SOCIALIST APPEAL:

Rates, Yearly (24 issues) 6/- or half-yearly 3/-
(including postage)
and/or
WORKERS’ INTERNATIONAL NEWS :
Rates 7/- yearly (12 issues), or half-yearly 3/6
(including postage)

SWIRRERRT . iy s o L b s st i
Address ............ L el SR B SRR g P

I ‘enclose £:..5.. 4.4 T A d. for the above
paper/papers. (Strike out which is not required).

. Subscriptions should be addressed to :
Business Manager,
256, Harrow Road, London, W.2,

Steel Workers
Still Suspended

The 1,500 Steel-workers in the
Sheffield area threatened with ex-
pulsion from the union for refusing
to operate an agreement entered
into behind their backs, are stand-
ing firm.

The T.U. bureauerats apparently
thought that the threat would be
sufficient. The expulsion notices
supposed- to be sent three weecks
ago, have been held over. But an
official of B.L.S.A.K.T.A.. in an in-
terview with the “ Daily
Telegraph ” of August 25th, said:
“It is not true that the union is
weakening and the men are goiug
to get away with this open
defianee  of  the . constitution,
Apparently the difficulty consists in
the fact that the employers are
“reluctant™ to lock-out the men
expelled from the union in col-
laboration with the bureauerats !
Not, of course, because of any re-
gard for the rights of the men or
union democraecy, but because of
the shortage of labour. They are
afraid the men will get other jobs
and thus their profits will suffer.

out a subscription for :

|

| Keeping the Nag Moving

In South Africa the Negro
people live under conditions of
degradation and exploitation
by the white * Herrenvolk "
employers, Occasionally a
barticularly glaring example
comes to light to show the
abject slavery of the Native
people.

In the North-East Transvaal,
a series of trials of the most brutal
white farming employers have
taken place recently, following the
exposure of beatings, chainings,
with hunger and unendurably long
hours of work and bad conditions, as
normal features of employment on

many of the farms in this area,

for
Johannes
foreman on

One example was “the tifal
common  assault of
Brenkman, a white
Kalabasfontein  farm.
was  given showing that he
|ﬂssu|11tod the Natives with whip
iand hooted foot. One Native was
stripped, beaten almost senseless. by
a boss bhoy (Native foreman) in
the presence of Brenkman. He was
then chained to another mnaked
Native and driven to the com-
pound.

The magistrate, a representative
of the white employers was him-
self - compelled to remark that the
whole affair was sordid and remin-

iscent of slavery. He then proceeded
in what could only be described as
an anti-climax;, to fine Brenkman

Evidence |

Slavery in 8. Afriea

£5 on the first four counts of
assault, and £50 for assault with
intent to do grievous bodily harm !
In puassing sentence the magis-
trate revealed the attitude of the
white capitalists by threatening
future offenders with imprison-
ment without the option of a fine,
This was obvibusly not because
of the  heniousness of the
offeuce, but because of the bad
effect these reporis have on the re-
eruitment of Native Labour !

Because the adverse publicity
surrounding these atrocities may
lead native farm labourers to
hoycott the North Bastern Trans-
vaal, ‘where there is already a
dearth of labour, it was necessary
to make a token threat to the
farmers.

munist Party branches and other
working class bodies.

#
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more  thon “SHO-<npd our

“speakers have boen enthusdinntionlly
receiveid, " J

From LEFT ond RIGHT

BY AGITATOR

“MAKE HIM A
EKNIGHT ” !
N the “Daily, Worker” of
August 16, ‘there appeared a
signed feature article fLom a
member of the Mditorial Boeard
about a farmer named Solly.

Solly is a friend of the author, the
Dean of Canterbury, who tells us
that at his hands a *farm of poor
soil and rank weeds has now be-

one-third.”
This  capital appreciation is
itself not a bad return for Solly's
industrious labour, but the * Red "
Dean demands greater rewards.
** May give our rulers

Worker 1) “Let them do some-
thing dramatic and arresting. Let
them make Solly a knight.”

“That and & fine financial prize
would make every small farmer in
the land sit up and think.”

Not only every small farmer,
Dr. Johnson,
made every reader of the *“Daily
Worker " who still claims any
allegiance to Communism * sit up
and think *” !

We wrote in this column last
month that the C.P. leaders dave
not raise the Leninist principle of
“workmen's wages "’ for all officials
for fear of upsetting the trade
union bureauncrats in their own
ranks, Is the Dean’s article a
straw in the wind? It seems to be
4 necessary qualification these days
under the Labour Government to be

at least a knight in eorder to
receive: a  well-paid post in a
nationalised industry. And already
one or two leading Stalinist nnion
leaders must be weighing up . their
chances of warming a4 National
Board chair !

* * *

ADVERT 1IN
“I'HE TIMES ”

AUGUST 20 :

OURT SUIT complete in case

with sword and scabbard ; per-
fect: worn once; super quality:
Saville Row ; white satin vestcoat
unworn; 6 ft, medium  build:
shoes, stodkings, gloves: 200 gns.”
“ Daily Worker” please copy !

INCENTIVES FOR
MINERS

OME idea of the mentality of
the bureauerats of the National

Coal Board can be gleaned from an

|

a such
hint? ¥, he writes (in the * Daily Some of them could see

We hape that it’s also | Q)

incident in the Leicestershire
coalfield, at a place ealled Ashhy-
de-la~-Zouch.

The local Rural Council has un-
animously  decided to protest
because the Coal Board bunilt o

ly-pond  opposite Donisthorpe
Colliery. The protest comes tot
from reactionaries who want to
deny such amenities to the miners.
The protest is on the grounds that
it was built at a time when some

come a rich and fertile land, its Deople had been unable to obtain
capital value heing appreciated by Dermits to make proper sanitary

arrangements in  their houses !
The Labour Councillor who moved
the resolution of protest declared
that the lily pond was construeted
whilst the workers' houses were in

shockifig  conditions that
daylight

through their ceilings !
It would - seem that Lord
Hyndley’s boys swho manage the
nationalised industry under the

Labour Govérnment are ahout as
close to the masses and understand
the situation about as well as the
ueen who heeame famous for
offering as a solution to the problem
of the shortage of hread, the advice :
“ Let them eat cake™ |

* *® L]

WORK HARDER ... BUT
KEEP YOUR JACKET ON

T'S, very important to work

harder, the Lahour Government
never ceases to admonish us. But
they won’t permit their own em-
ployees in the Post Office to keep
cool in so doing.

Ineredible as it may seem in this
sweltering August of 1047, Mr. R.
A. Walker, a counter clerk in an
East London sub-post office, has
been suspended for not wearing his
jacket !

Even a rule concerning the wear-
ing of uniforms provided by the
G.P.0.; which forbade the discard-
ing of jackets would be ahsurd and
intolerable today. But this con-

cerns a man wearing his own
clothes.
We can only ‘hope that ‘the

Labour leaders will not offer this
victorian tyranny to the workers
as an example of how soeialism
will operate. We alse trust that
the Postal Workers, through their
organisation, will achieve redress
for their victimised comrade and
will at the same time strive to
have swept away sueh fantastic
rules by raising the demand for
workers’ coutrel of the Post Office,
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THE JEWS—
Our Duty

ANTI - SEMITISM — ENEMY OF THE WORKERS
&

The Jew-baiters are abroad again. They defile
the walls with their vile slogans, calling for the mass
extermination of the Jews. They hold provocative meet-
ings and demonstrations in predominantly Jewish neigh-
beurhoods, confident of the protection of the police. From
their rat-holes and sewers they crawl out, trying to infect
the working c¢lass movement and spewing their poisonous
doetrines as they go.

@ Anti-semitism is one of the oldest weapons in the

armoury of the ruling class. As a rule, they keep
it in reserve, bringing it out only in times of acute economic
and political erisis. Their aim : to divert the ranks of
organised labour from the real cause of the erisis—the
capitalist system and the class which sustains it—and to
direet it against a defenceless racial minority—the Jews.
Anti-semitism is not only a weapon against the Jews—it is

a poisonous dart directed straight at the heart of the
working class movement.

CAPITALISTS AND COMMUNISTS !

@ No lie is too big, or too small to use in this campaign

to whip up popular feeling against the Jews. On the
one hand the number of Jewish capitaiists are grossly and
absurdly exaggerated. On the other hand, all Jews are
* pranded "’ as * Communists . The Jews are depicted as
one great conspiratorial group against the human race, as
the organisers, both of imperialist wars and the pro-
letarian revolution. The Anti-Semites not only want to
have their cake, but also to consiume it.

@ It might be thought thz_tt the Secpngl Itl}perialist _War_r

INDIA —

Britain

Retains Hold

NAIDU

On the 15th August, the withdrawal of Britich forces

from India  was begun.
announced the opening of
Assembly 7.

On

the rame day, Nehra

a " sovereign. Constituent

On the previous day, Jinmah was instalied

as the Governor General of Pakistan.

'With ballyhoo in the Labour press and from the

platforms, Labour ieaders

in

England, the Congrsss,

Socialist and Communist speakers in India acelaimed the

birth of “ Free India.”

Under deseriptive phraseology,
British imperialism has performed
the most amazing trick of - the
century. An analysis of the con-
ditions of British withdrawal will
reveal the facts,

Firstly, prior to the Attlee
announcement of the 20th Ieb-
ruary, that the British power will
be withdrawn from India in June

1948, an  agreement had .bucn
reached with the leaders of the
Clongress, the League and the

Princes on the fundamental British
economic and strategic interests in
India.

Secondly, two * Constituent
Assemblies ” have been set up in
Delhi and Karachi, composed of

partly elected representatives of the
provincial legislatures, themselves
hased wupon a high property
franchise and partly on the nom-
inees of the autocratic prineces, In
this way, an arbitrary division of
India is effected, creating pockets
of British influence, and the way
is paved for the creation of
authoritarian

an  undemocratic,

constitution.

Freedom—Myth or Reality
Thus, with all the fanfare,

nominally power has been handed
over to the Tndian ecapitalists and
feudalists. In faci, however, the
effective control of British imperial-
ism continues. A few faets will
illustrate the point, A

British investments in  India
amonnting to approximately
£1,000,000,000 controlling the
strategic sectors of Indian industry
and through them, the entire
national economy, remain in British
capitalist hands.

Large-seale agreements arve being
concluded with the Indian capital-
ists as junior partners for the joint
exploitation of the Indian masses.
Already I.CLI. has entered into an
agreement  with Tatas, Nuffield
with Birly, and John Brown's with
Walchand.,  Significantly, British
cupital investments in India are

Indiz  remaing in® the sterling
bloc: and the Dritish exchange
Banks control the links Detween
Indin and the world. The Indian
Insurance  Companies  re-insure
with the TLonden companies who
fix the premium rates for India,

Such & finaneéial grip over lndia
forces the entire Indian economy
to be dirceted in conformity with
the needs of British eapitalism. A
permanent defenece agreement has

been  already  outlined with the
creation of a South Rast Asia
Command in which Britain will

play the leading role.
Condition of India Today

But all this talk of * freedom
cannot wish away the grim rveality
in  India today. The meagre
rations allowed have been cut in
Bombay and Madras.  Hyderabad,
Bombay, Madras, Mysore, aud
Travancore are facing another
famine. Against the terrific cost
of living, workers all over the
country have Staged lightning
strikes demanding a living wage.
The lower middle clars, suffering
under cruel oppression, have joined
in the struggle, Strikes of clerieal
workers, lower grade eivil servants
and sehool tenchers are widespread,
Peasants all over the ecountry are
battling against the poliey of
seizure of grain which finds its way
into the black market.

The Congress-League-Imperialist-
Prinees can only ver the de-
mands of the massed by eruel
repression, Detention without
trials, banning of working class
press and trade unions, denial of
civil liberties, firing on unarmed
workers' demons trations—these are
the order of the day.

Slowly it will dawn upon the
minds of the Indian weorkers and
peasants that their new
“freedom " is a myth: that the
Congress - League - Imperialist
allinnee must be opposed and true
freedom will he seeured only by
their own revolutionary actions. In
such a struggle, not only the 1‘00};.5
@

tending towards heavy industry [of Dritish ;impnrialiam' will
through whi they can congrol des_tmyfsd, it along Wl‘th it the
the light industry. ! 4 plouel‘t;c]}ﬁc pses of India.
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THE DOLLAR

CLAUSE IN THE

return for the goods they

Blae”

The whole problem ariies out of
the crazy structure of the economy
of world capitalism. America has
a surplus of £50 millions per wesk
of exports over imports which she
has to dump from her shores. The
insanity of the whoele system .is
reflected in the fact that Ameriea
wishes to export, export, export,
without any corresponding imporfs.
Even if America was willing to
accept the imports, Europe, owing
to the destruction and wear and
tear during the war, is unable to
sell products in exchange. The
consequence iz that in all  the
countries of the world there is a
shortage of dollars and of gold,
the greater part of which has found
its way into the vaults of the Wall
Street bankers, 5

Britain’s great strength as an
imperialist nation in the past was
that she bled the colonies and de-
pendent peoples by means of the
export of capital and the import
of guods. But during the war
America utilised her position to
force Britain to liguidate a con-
swierable part of her investments
abrond. Now British eapitalism is
no longer able to rely to the same
aegree as previously, on the super-
expioitation of the colonial peoples
o cover the adverse balance of
payments of her trade,

The relatively high standard of
lite of the British working class
was based on the exploitation ot
the colonies. America filled the
gap to aid British capitalism 1u
her weakened position on
Ameriea’s terms in the first loan.
This rapdily ran out because or
the colossar increase in Ameriean
prices, because of ‘the tremendous
wastage on  the troops and 1n-
perianst  commitments, and  the
failure of Britain herself to work

on the ‘hasis or a 'real pian ol |

» Lyirryil ot T
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CRISIS HAS COMPELLED THE GOVERNMENT
ABANDON CONVERTIBILITY OF STERLING AND THE NOM - DISCRIMINATION
AMERICAN AGREEMENT.

Convertibiiity was stipulated in the American Loan by the middle of July.
this means is that other countries could ask for payment in dollars from Britain in

sold her.

world trade in its train, and in the
long run would bring a slump which
iwould hit America as wein he
chains of world economy tie the
capitalist countries together while

they attempt to undermine one
another and- ent  each - other's
throats. v

The British capitalists are

manoeuvering between Ameriea and
Russia by threatening fo increasc
trade relations with Russia and the
Eastern European countries under
Russian ~ domination. Already,
while America has brought pressure
by discouraging trade with Eastern
Europe, Britain has made agree-
ments with Poland, Yugoslavia, ete.,

tor  the exchange of indnstrial
equipment and goods for agri-
cultural produce. She has

threatened Ameriea that these re-
lations will be increased.
this could not solve

problems, it could alleviate the
situation to a ‘certain extent.
Seeing that these countries were
hardest hid by the war they cannot
supply immediately the require-
ments of Britain in raw materials
and foodstuffs. Therefore, trade
with  these countries, although
alleviating the situation to some
extent, cannot solve the problem.

Britain’s

The Labour leaders are trying
to find a way out in the same
way and with the same methods as
the “ National” Government did
after they came to power in 1931.
In a new form they wish to create
once again the * sterling bloe” of
colouies, dominions and satellite
countries and demand that the

i successful,

W hile-

| would be transformed.

| Socialist

DOLLAR CRISIS

Caused by Insane System

TO

Article 9 was aimed at penetrating the markets
cf British capitalism in the Empire and former satellite countries of the * Sterling
It meant that Britain was not allowed to cut her purchases from America
without simultaneously cutting her purchases from the Empire and the other countries.

workers strain all efforts nationally
in ‘order to produce the goods for
export.  Ifar from  constiluting a
solution, this can only aggravate
the problem, The final resutt, even
will he slump. and
over-production. Competition on

the il market will be savagely
utensified. At the present time
this is alleviated by the world

shortage and the demand for gaods,
plus  the faect that temporavily
Germany, Japan and a large part
of Knrope are unot competitors of
Britain and America.

There ig only one way forward
for the working class. Capitalist
ownership of the means of produc-
tion, and the natienal states must
he destroyed. 1If the production
of Britain were planned by the
ownership and control of industry
by the workers, the whole situation
nationally and internationally
A Socialist
Brituin = could appeal to the
European workers' to dovetail the
cconomics of all Iurope toggther
with Britain. A Socialist Britain
would suggest to the colonial
peoples who would then bhe liberated
from the shackles of British Im-
perialism, that the economies of a
i Asgia and a  Socinlist
Africa  he  also . integrated and
planned with that of Europe and
Britain.

Instead of cut-throat competition
and exploitation a vista of un-
dreamed of plenty and prosperity
would open up in the fraternal
co-operation for mutual benefit of
the peoples of Britain, Burope and
the world.

Jai

daring to
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2 Anti-

Fascists
led

BY G. /CARLSSON
We ha_ve today, l.mder the so-cailed workers’ government,
the farcieal position of workers being imprisoned for
challenge the fascists,

What.

: wiﬁ‘_f““



ine olgatiisvis, DOUl UL HIIoUigldist  Wwads il ulo v
letarian revolution. The Anti-Semites not only want to
have their cake, but also to consime it,

It might be thought that the Second Imperialist War

would have put an end once and for ail to the base
legend that wars are unleashed by the Jews, and fought
solely in the interests of world Jewry. No other group of
people suftered during the six years of bloody slaughter as
did the Jews. In Europe they were massacred, over six
million being killed. 'The bleached bones found in
Buchenwald and the other hell-camps of Nazi Europe teli
the grim tale. Nor were their sufferings brought to an
end by the *democratic” victory. Many of the survivors
are today living in conditions littie better than Hingnler’s
concentration camps provided. Under capitalism there is
no hope and no future for these people.

WHY THE TERRORISM ?

@ That is why we have the desperate efforts, in un-

seaworthy boats, to reach the shores of Palestine, the
“ Promised Land ” of Jewish mythology. And it is these
desperate conditions which breed the tervorist groups
among Palestinian Jews.

The murder of the two British sergeants by ene of

these terrorist groups was the signal for the latest,
wave of anti-semitism in this country. Here we have a
clear demonstration hew Jew-baiting is designed to lead
the workers away from the real struggle into unprofitable
sidepaths—unprofitable, that is, for all except the raling

class.
@ Demonstrations by gangs of anti-semitic hooligans Wwill
not save the life of a single British soldier in Palestine
but will, indeed, lead to renewed outbreaks of terrorism.
The real murderers of the two sergeants are the eapitalist
class who put them into uniform and sent them to
Palestine to guard their imperialist interests.  Armies of
occupation are always in danger of sudden death at dark
of night. A British Labour Government has ne business
to maintain an' Army of Occupation in Palestine or
anywhere else.

OPEN THE GATES OF BRITAIN AND

THE DOMINIONS

The organised working class must demand that the

Labour Government bring home all troops stationed
abroad. That is the real fight, from which the anti-
semites are trying to divert us. We must further demand
that the gates of Britain and the Dominions be thrown
open to admit the handful of Jews still left alive in
Europe. In this way, the frightful pressure which is
driving theso desperate people along the road of futile
terrorism will be eased. As long as the Trade Unions
remain vigilant and insist that the foreign workers here
work under the same conditions as British workers, such a
step can present no menace to the standard of living of
the British workers. Indeed, in planned, socialist society,
the more people engaged in the preesss of produetion, the
greater abundance for all.

E

tending t lw:‘;{'y‘ inr‘lhus‘t‘r,\; of B 1 " impe;i}llis
rhngh which they ean  control | destroyed, but along with it the
the light industry { pm.pgm%g e‘&

ROYALIST TERROR litters the countryside, This
picture from Yanina, in Epirus, shows ' two guerrillas
identifying the severed heads of their comrades killed near
the Albanian fmntiu_r. The picture is reproduced from
the magazine * Time”.

© catastrophie slump

prices, because oL Che tremendous
wastage on  the troops and un-
pertalist  commitmen®, ana  the

failure of Britamn herself to wock
Jou tne_-,h‘a(ms_u; o real pan or
(production. 7 i
Now, America seeks 10 rovce
Lirvitish capitansin inro even greater
aependence upoun her. U Aw " i
the form or anotber lowu, i
turough the marsuuu plan has been
alscussed in the attempt to shore
up the capitallst system i yWesteri
WUrope aud prevent o siump
Ameriea. Tue arsnall Pran is
estimated to amount to £(,000
millions over 4 years., l'nis 18 but
a4 few per cent, of Amerrcas
uational meome  per  year and
would be cheaper nationalhy und
mternationally vhan w catastropiie
slumy, which the collapse of
Amernca’s  export  market would
bring. With her enormous: pro-
aucerive capacity, whieh could ussist
the whole woriu to Swim in plenty
under a sane system, America 18
forced to consider giving away

the price of poutical domination.
liven if the American Louan will be
ot the greatest dimensions it will
ouly aulleviate somewhat  the
economic situation and in a few
yeurs time will prepare the most
humanity has
yel witnessed.

Thus we have the bargaining and
horse-desting  between delegations
to and from  Washington and
London and the British Govern-
ment has in effect threatened an
embargo on the greater part of her
imports  from America. British
capitalism’s greatest asset is her
huge market—the largest in the
world—for raw materials and food.
"The collapse of the British
market could bring a collapse of

CLASS WAR IN

active far beyond these lines. in some instances reaching
itself.
Crete and the islands.

Unable to score auny decisive
suecesses against the guerilla forees,
the Greek Royalist Government has
anleashed a terror of unprecedented
viol&nce,

1t is estimated that on the island
of Iearia alone, with an area less
than half the size of the Isle of
Mau, 9,000 deportees have Dheen
dumped wtihout ratious.

Numerous members of the Greek
Trotskyist movement were among
those arrested in the last wave of
terror which has brought about the
arrest of more than 16,000 pedple

two of whom are girl students, will
undergo trial on the charge of
having been present at an “ illegal
meeting:”

For several weeks now there has
been no news of Comrade Stinas,
one of the leaders of the Greek
Trotskyist movement, and it is
feared that he has heen assassinated
by members of the faseist X7
organisation.

The Greek Trotskyists have
issued a moving appeal to the miki-
tant workers in all countries to
come to their material and moral

throughout Greece. aid. X : :
Thirteen Trotskyists have now (The International Secretariat
been deported to the desert islands | of the Kourth TInternational is

Three others, | asking all sections to intensify their

of the Aegean Sea,

The Greek partisans are today in control of the entire region around
.Florina, which i in their hands, right up to the Albanian-Yugoslav fljnntier.
this urea that the * Free GGovernment’ has been proclaimed.

GREECE

town of
It is in
But the partisans are
to the approaches of Athens

the

They also enjoy much support from the people of the Pelopounese Peninsula,

campaign against the regime of
terror imposed on the Greek people
and for the defence of the thou-
sand: of imprisoned and deported
Greek militants., Tt is also asking
for the collection of funds to help
the embattled Greek Trotskyists.)

A against the bureaucratically
established * Free Government " set
up by the Stalinists, the Greek
Trotskvists are demanding a
government based on  the demo-
eratically elected committees of
partisans, workers and  poor
peasante, which will apply a pro-
oramnie of minimum demands for

labour. This iz the way forward
for the Greek  workers and
peasants,

il

goods to hold off tne stump—but at |

Lo L

to 4 months with 10 guineds

Of
Witnesses

Evidence Defence |

.Tno facts brought out by four
witnesses completely eontradicie!
the allegations of the police, but

their evidence was ignored by the
Magistrare. ‘ ¢

Of the four witnesses, two werp
complete strangers to both Gaold-
stein and Silver before this ea .
They were all in  very eciose
proximity to the two prisoners ang
heard and saw the whole incident.
All agreed beyond doubt that far
{from these two workers ting
the police officer, the rever Wits
the case.

This was their evidence. During
the speech of the fasciit propa-
gandist, Murray Silver said: * (an
I ask a question?” Hpe was quite
calm when making his request
Police Superintendent Satter-
thwaite, who was standing near,
!said to him: * Ask questions at
bloody question ‘time.”. Silver, re-
Iplied: °I don’t want to argue with
you, I'm just ' demanding my
rights,” The Police Superintendent
therenpon grabbhed Silver's arm
quite violently and two more police
officers eame up and also held him

Goldstein - who  was  stending
nearby, went up to protest at this
violation of democratic vights. The
Police Superintendent lost  his
temper, and struck Goldstein ncross
the face.

T'he Superintendent claimed that
(Goldstein kicked him in the groin,
The four witnesses said that this
was not the ecase, and that the only
assault ecame  from the police.
Thereupon the police officers hustled
both Silver and Goldstein away.

Before passing sentence, the
Magistrate, W. Blake Odgers, K.C,,
made no reference to the evidence
of these witnesses, but stated that
in his opinion the case for the
police was proved. In his summing
up speech, he said:

“ Kicking and biting are just
the very sert of dastardly acts

that made us all, Jews and
Christians  alike, detest the
Nazis and Fascists. You are
one of a race which has been

abominably treated in Germany
and elsewhere, and you are he-
having in the manner you defest
yourself in other people.”

A Cemparison

It is inferesting to point fo
another case taken on the same day
by the same Magistrate, and cited
by the “ Hackney Gazette.,” Here,

a shopkeeper, Frederick Charles
Baumback, whom  the Magistrate

ideh‘(cribed to the defendant as being
| “01ld enough to be his father and'

TOULRRREANIUILY

We ha.ve today, uader the so-cailed workers' government
t-he.farclcal position of workers being imprisoned for
daring to challenge the fascists.

Rerem‘[g/, Hwo “Jewish aworkers, Dlavid  Goldstein and
Murray Stlver, were sentenced to i prisonment, Goldstein

costs, cnd Silver to 1 month,

being also bound over [or 2 years with S guineas costs
_ J & LS,
David Goldstein, 43 years old, is a semi-paralysed man,

| a permanent  ceripple,”  was e

liberutoly assaulted by Joln G rem;-
woud, who struck him in the face
knocking him down. His nose was
" busted "and his forehead marked
Al Greenwood got was to be hound
over for 12 months and ordered to
pay 20 shillings costs,

This attitude of the police and

the' courts is nothing new to the
working -class.  Workers will re-
member in the past anti-fuseist
struggies the police were constantly
on the side of the fascists ang
never hesitated to  use violonee
against the anti-fascists.

The march of the 800 fascists
through North Loudon on Sunday,

17th Aungust, again demonstrated ol

whose side the police stoud. ''he
fuscists  brazenly marehed  with
arms outstretehed, chanting thojr
slu:.galm *“ Heil ley 1 Heil
Hitler | 7 Far from hindering (he
fascist provoeations, they helped
them by ordering a Communijst

Party meeting to disperse and make
way for the fascist procession,
The same Police Superintendent
Satterthwaite was also: present i
the fascist meeting in which the
Journalist Frederick Mullally was
attacked by these thug elements,
Workers will nct be surprised to
know that on this oceasion, Super-
intendent Satterthwaite did not
make any arrests for assaulr,

T———T

invaluabie
to Speakers
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CAPITALIST
STATIFI

Central Committee Resolution

| —For Discussion
THESIS ‘ON THE EVOLUTION OF CAPITALIST
MONOPOLY AND THE TENDENCIES TO
u STATIFICATION
!f - v
The postiwar capitalist world presents a pmt‘ur(:: of a
new stage in’ the development of the concentration of
capital—the tendency for the State to take over the
ownetship bf the means of production. e 0
developmenit, which finds full expression in DBritain, _an
analysis of the process and an expianation of its historical
roots and theoretical impiications is essential as a guide
to the problems facing the working class today.

I the différent stages of the
development - of capitalism - there
evolved different velations between
the state and the eapitalist economy.
In its infapicy capitalism was
nurtured hy-the state. M'he process
of primitivé] accumularion, the
divorcement of the toilers from the
means of production, the concen-
tration of money capital through
the robbing of American natives,
the slave trade; ete., were impossible
without the aetivity of the state—
force is economic power. Aftlm-
capitalism wak able to stand on its
own feet, when the process 0
capitalist reproduction was already
catablivhed, the intervention of the
state in cconomic life was relegated
to n place of unimportance. But
even  then the laissez-faire policy
was met universally adopted. In
many countrids outside Britain the
state intervened very actively in
the economy. This intervention
received the form, primarily, of '_(hc
introduction of protective tariffs
whose task wis to prepare the in-
fant, late-born  industries, for
competition against well-established

British’ industry. These customs
duties - were  of a  temporary
charaetbr and served as a means

of decrpasing the differences in the
inte oftdevelopment of industry in
ihe¢ different  countries. Besides
this, the etate took upon itself the
tnuk of building railways, ports,
(i, which demanded such large
nmounts of capital as were beyond
the ecépacity of the indiyidual
capitalists: These state enterprises
Al not come as a substitute for
individual ecapitalism, but as an
auxilingy to it

With the transformation of the
capitalism of free competition to
monopdly  eapitalism, the state
hecomel an important weapon in
ensuring the monopolist position of
the manopolised industries in the
home market, in the colonies, and
in the' world market. Henee the
monopoly ~ tatriffs, and subsidies,
whose aim is not to defend the

young, weak industries and pre-

one stage in the

¢ | tendeneies which deyeloped during

CATI

On July 16, he shot the landlord
whom he held directly responsibie
for the death of his four youngest
children in the disastrous tenemeni
house fire at 1733 Washburne
Avenue, last Jan. 16.

Other parts of the picture were
filled in by My, Hickman's wile,
Anna, at their home in the Ash-
burne Velerans Housing Project.

The Hickman family had toiled
as day labourers near Tunica, Mis-
sissippl in the land of Bilbo and
Rankin, and were unable to become
even tenant farmers.
peing  rejected for service in the
Navy, IHickman ecame north and
worked in the steel mills in Gary

In face of this

petition regulated the relations
between the diffterent enterprises at
development o1
capitalism, and while at another
stuge individual monopolies and tne
competition between them and the
outsider regulated the relations in

: ‘orr 11 weeks. Ie returned to
he economy, LOW e T A
tho - econgmy, UOW, the ecomomic | ion  where he worked for
machine is so tremendous and so o ke 5 g
lacks elasticity that only the state mother five months.
rih i FLEY i it In June, 1945, he eame to

can regulate it, Hence the function

. X ; Chicago, seeking a job that would
of the state as  price' regulator, | 7. 407 7 ; : hesheid i
supplier of raw materials, regn- .II<}[)1]l_ l'l]”“' 1[0 l;.lll.l{:‘:} hlln f:ln}l]:\
lator of ecapital investments, con- an-t%‘ wherethe hoped “the. oppor-
tealler of Toveign-toide: ote MPhege | Lunities were available to provide

; vig o | S them with a  decent  home and

I ednecational facilities. Seven
months later the family arrvived in
Chicago.

the first world -war and, were
accun;uatcd particularly during tue
second world war, found their most |

extreme  expression  in Do | Foreed To Double Up
Germany and Japan, I\ Beeause of the housing shortage,
Rl § » and the restricted areas in which
h.—The State as Bnyer of | Negroes could live, they were forced
Cemnmodities. |to double up with a married
daughter. After nine months of

searching for a place they could call
home, Hickman came into contact
with - David Coleman in August,
|1946. Coleman promised him 2
four room flat on the second floor
at 1733 Washburne Ave. The flat
was not vacant at the time.

Hickman paid $£100 for

The deeline of world eapitalism
accompanied by erises of ovei-
production, makes it more and more
diflicult for industry in general and
the industries of means of produe-
tion in particular to sell their
products on a large seale and at

monopely  prices. At the same two

In 1944, after

e R -

U.S.A.

CHICAGO, Aug. 5.In an interview with this renerter at
the County Jail, James Hickman, 44 year old steel
worker, related the background cf the tragic events
culminating in his arrest and possible indietment by the
Grand Jury on a charge of murder.

months rent in advance and was
promiged two rooms until the flat
was. available, Instead, lie, his
wife and seven children were
torced to live in the attic room, 14
by 16 feet, with mo water, no gas,
no lights and ounly one small
windew, The rent tor this c¢ubby
hole was $6 a week,

The landlord promised to proyide
an oil stove for ecooking and to
furnish lights, He did not do so.
Hickman had to buy his own stove
and to us¢ Kerosene lamps for
lights. He was promised he could
have his $100 deposit back any

time he -asked for it, if the second
floor fat was not available by
Sept. 18,

Four Burned Mo Death

Then in January c¢ame the hor-
ribic fire in which four of the
Hickman children, aged 3 to 1}
were hurned te death.

Testimony at the coroner's in-
quest indieated that the fire might
have been deliberately started. It
was shown that Coleman had tried
to evict the tenants so he could get

|more rent by converting the fats,

The coroner’s jury denounced the
owner of the tenements for the
dangerous firetrap conditions coxist-
ing there.

Mrs,  Anna Ilickman, a little
woman with tears in her eyes, told

me this story as: we sat in the
living room of their home.. She
said: 1 have been in grief for

my four children for the last six

months, and always will he.”
Mrs. Hickman was in the hos-

pital for five days after the fire, as

. result of the injuries she suffered

I
|

TORY of a NEGRO
FAMILY

AS TOLD TO ROBERT L. BIRCHMAN,
“MILITANT”,

| when she jumped after being unable
{to any longer hold on to the brick
| wall to which

she was clinging.

She still suffers - from those 1n-
juries. Her son, Willis, was 1
fuosprtal for ten days . auwd  still
suffers from the injuries receiveu
when he jumped from . the fourth
floor.

All They Could Kind

100 s children,” ana dow B¢ cui-

stdnily was seeking  a  sutab.e
soiie, - Ab - wast’t a question o
mouey. e and the poys e c

woiking., But réstrictive coveitsans
had intensitied the housing shori-
age lor Negroes to the poine wheie
the muserable attic cibby hole 1
tie rat-mfested ure-tiap eneuwenc
putlamg was all they coula .

Coleman upever wetu.ucd - the
money as he had promised to uo.
Hickman, still suffering ivow gite
at the loss ot Ins children, con-
tucted Coleman on July, 1b, seeking
the return of his money. Lats Mlta
e that Coteman contossea o huwu
vhai he had set fire to the builmg.
iy believing him  to  be  the
murderer of his wved ones, he shot
Coleman and the lattes died 1 the
hGsp.tail tour days later.

The Question Is Posed
The question -~ is now posed:
* Will the State of Illinois add

further to the grief of a family
already overwhelmed with griet, by

sending a fifth member of the family
to his death?”  The Hickman
Defence Committee is determined

to mobilise public opinion and sup-
port to see that this case is not
deeided on petty points of law.
Full recognition must be given to
the fullness of a father’s love for
his children, to the justifiable hate
Hickman had for the man he con-
sidered responsible for the death
of his ehildren,

No one has been brought to trial
for the death of the four Hickman
children but he now ~has to face
judgment because he shot the man
he thought was guilty. We pose
the question: * Who should stand
before justice and be judged—
Mr. Hickman, or the society
responsible for the conditions that

led to this tragedy?”

time, because of the “tremendous
investments of eapital in these in-
dustries, the overhead costs are
very hizh, and any big cut in the
sales of these industries meaus a
dispropertionate cut in their in-
come, and may lead to big losses.
The state appears as the buyer of
the products of heavy industry, if
not of means of production, then
certainly of meauns of destruction.
Thus the

increasing competition
between the different imperialist
countries which leads to war,

drives the state to become the most
important buyer  of industry in

Attacks

2.682 Miners Sacked
For Resisting Sjeed=Up

Lawther Miners

Nir. Hickman fold me of his tove |

POLICY OF
THE R.C.P.

1. Nationalisation U the land, of ali atomic processes, of all large
unancial, insurance, industrial, wstributive and: transport  enters
prises  withour compensiation, and the opevation of  these
enterprises on the basis of an overal production plan  undec
control of workers’ and techmcians’ committegs. -

Abolition of business secrets. All company books to be open to
inspection by trade umions and workers committees.
Distribution of. food, clothes, fuel and other consumers goods m
short supply under the control of committees elected trom the
co-ops, distributive trades, faciories, housewives and small shop-
keepers which will eliminate the black markei,

The vontrol and allocation of existing , housing space in the
hands of tenants conunittees; a state financed national house-
building plan to be directed by Lhe blhldillg trades UNIons and
tenants committees. i ;
A rising seale of wages (o sueet the ibereasea cost of living
with a guaranteed minimum and- a falling scate of hours o
absorb the unemployed, Wwho ust be fully maintained while
ool working; a 40-hour week aximum ‘without loss of earnings.
Abolition of the Monarchy and che House of Lords; full electora
rights for all trom the age of 15; and. full political and eivil
rights for men and women 1n ¢he forces) the itnmediate repeal o
all strike-breaking and anti-iabour laws.

Abolish Conseription: For the dissolution of the standing army
and its substitution by a workers’ militia.

For the abolition of military law; cléar out the reacrionary
anti-labour officer caste from (he armed: forces; dor the ‘election
ot oflicers from the ranks. For the edtablishment of military
sehools by the trade unions av dhe expehse of the State for the
craining of worker oflicers. i

9. KFull and immediate freedom gor Indiaand the other colomies
chuose their own lorm ol governiient; ~ the  immediate
withdrawal of British troops rrom- all volonidl countries.

End secret diplomacy and a peuce ol vengeance and pounder;
end race hatred, anti-senutism, Vansthtartism and ine colour
par; the withdrawal of British troopd from ' Kurupe ana Asia
and a peace based upon the sed-determifiation of the peuples of
wurope, Asia and the world. &

Unconditional defence of the Soviet Unidn against all wmperialist
powers; for the overthrow of ghe privileged = Stalinist  bureau-
cracy and the re-introduction of workers' demperacy in hussia,
12, Full support and active co-operation with the Eureopean wo kers
against, all oveupying forces, ror the overthrow of capitalism and
che establishment of a United socialist ‘States. of FEurope, unity
with the workers and exploited masses of 4l lands n the
struggle for world sociatism. £

STARVATION IN

10,

GERMANY

Berlin—What living | per week mmotnt ‘to 2,800 gram.
ditions here are like £ ono S R By Ui
" < 3

18/ can be #old on the black market
illustrated by a true story for 60/ marks. Black market

con-

; Y e operatiorls are subject to penalty,
making the rounds here. An| =~ sube, but! are so widespread
employment bureau wanted | as to be normal, and the risk is

therefore ““ fair . The calculations
of the jobless mian in the story are
therefore =~ flawless. His | case
merely efiitomizes a state of affairs.

PROFITEER CLUBS -
" THRIVE

to put one of the registered
unemployed to work. The
latter rejected the job offer,
and reasoned as follows:

“1 am not lazy, I am not ill,

BY ROY TEARSE 5
The Naticnal Coal Board has begun its leng threatened offensive against the miners.
2,682 miners on strike for 16 days against ﬁ'ﬁ attaek on their conditions at work at
Grimeth®pe Colliery, Yorkshire, have ee it '

geucml,_ and monopolised industry
in particular.

c.—>State Bonds as a Field of
Investiment.

ot

if. closing a pite does

TRRPRY. . O A R TRl T N |

The miners at this colliery eame | ** s Chroni¢le”. v
A o ¢ EERLES nd g R B 'S 1. % R h

B el R e i i e TR B Ll e Y

but I am also not stupid. I sleep
every day till noon. Thereby I
dispense with breakfast. That
means that I can save a loaf of
bread every week. This loaf I
sell every Saturday on the black
market. T receive for it on an

average twice the weekly wage I

The reyival of a pre-war * Tudus-
trieklub 't  (Business-men’s - Cluab)
has been-uncovéred in the Park
Hotel, © Dnsseldorf. ~ These * clubs
existed thorugh the war, but closed
down shortly’ after the ‘invasion.
They have always been frequented
by the businéss elite in this
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the maonopolised industries in the
home market, in the colonies, and
in the! world market. Hence the

monopdly  tariffs, and subsidies,
whose ‘aim is not to defend the
voupg, weak industries and pre-

parg them for free competition, hut
to be a weapon of attack and de-
fence in' the hands of the strongest
industries. And not only are tariffs
and subsidies made use of by the
monopolies, but also more hrutal
weapons—imperialist  wars  and
annexations, ete.  The intergrowth
of monopoly industry and the state,
the direct interlinking between the
state machine and Bie business,
are accompaniments of this pro-
cess.

But in the same way as the
development of free competition, by
accelerating the concentration and
centralisation of, eapital. under-
mined the continnity of free com-
netition itself, so the competition
between individual trusts, eartels,
ete., undermines the independent
existence of these industrial organ-
isations. The reasons for this are
as follows :

a.—The State as Arbiter
Bétween the Monopolies.

The organisation of one industry
in_a monopoly causes the rate of
profit of tnis industry to be above

' the average, while it directly de-

creases the rate of profit of the
unorganised industries. It does
this not only by raising the prices
of the produets it sells and de-
pressing the prices of the products
it buys, but also, by damming the
flow of ecapital to its industry, it
ineresses this flow into other indus-
tries. The inereasing competition
thus caused in the unorganised in-
dustries accelerates the process of
Imonopolisation in  these fields.
Monopioly in one branch breeds
maonopoly in other branches. So
long as the monopolised industries
do not make up the overwhelming
percentage of the whele economy,
it is possible for them to increase
their rate of profit at the cost of
the other industries. Thus in place
of an equal rate of profit, there is
a hierarchy of rates of profit. But
this hierarehy tumbles down with
the spreading of monopolies all
over the economy, and the shrink-
age of non-monopolised industry.
Thus, if the.transformation from
free competition to. monopolies
serves as a measure of saving the
monopolists from the burden of the
decline of the rate of profit, the
spread of monopolies decreases the
general rate of profit and makes it
mo=¢ and more difficult for the in-
dividual monopoly to remain an
exeeptional case. i

Under free competition the con-
centration of eapital reaches such
a stage that the continnation of
competition means a cut-throat
struggle in which not only  the
vanquished lose but the victorions
also: the spread of monopolies over
the different branches of the
economy eauses the competition
hetween the different mononolies
(comnetition over sources of raw
material. the struggle between
snpplier and buyer, the competition
between the different monopolies
over the * dollar of the consumer,”
ete.) @ bhe of an even more cut-
throat character. While free com-

By or9s Al AUNOLOPONSea | InaGusiry
in particular.

c.—State Bonds as a Field of
Investiment.

In the process of building share
companies, which constitute the

large majority of trusts, cartels,

ete.,, bhanking eapital found a very
profitable field of investment: the
issuing of new shures was its main
task in the transition from free
enterprise to’ monopoly enterprise.
Onee a monopoly is" constituted, the
mner accwmulation in it is so
accelerated, that it can rely more
and more on inuner financing. At
the same time, the decline of world
capitalism limits the markets for
the investment of money ecapital in
new industries. The result is that
the !’)ﬂll];{ﬂ are full of money eapital
seeking investment outside industry.
Here the state—mainly on account
of its imilitary expenditures—
appears as the ficld of investment,

d.—The State as Regulator of
the Laboar Market.

As the ecencentration of capital
means the concentration of the
working class, and as with this
concentration the resistance of the
workers to the - attacks of the
capitalist class increases, the in-
tervention of the capitalist state
in the regulation of the Ilahour
market becomes an  ever greater
necessity for the ecapitalist class.
This regulation again receives its
highest expression in Nazi Germany
where the worker was not allowed
to ehoose his place or kind of work.
The same tendency appears in

‘ifferent degrees in the rest of the.

capitalist world,

The necessity, from the capitalist
standpoint, of a state regulation of
the labour market, increases par-
ticularly with the war preparation:
and the war itself. Under eapital-
ism the tempo of capital aceumn-

lation determines the extent of
employment and unemployment.
These influence the standard of
wages. The standard of wages in-

fluences the rate of profit, +hile
the rate of profit in turn determines
the tempo of accumulation, Now,
in conditions of full employment,
if not for the intervention of the
hourgeois state, the level of wages
must necessarily rise very much,
thus threatening the tempo of
accumulation, and the war pre-
paredness of the imperialist
countries, (Of course, the form of
regulation of the lahour market
by the capitalist state is directly
dependent on the class relations of

power between the proletariat »nd !

the hourgeoisie. Statifieation nn-lar
conditions of bourgeois democracy
where workers' organisations exist,
cannot have the measures of com-
pulsion used by the Nazi state.)

e.—The State as Investor of
Capital.

With the  present stage of
technique any construction of a
new industry, or a fundamental
rationalisation of existing indes-
tries, demands tremendous invest-
ments of eapital. The size of the

(Continued at foot of next Col.)

The miners at this colliery eame
out in sympathy with 140 coal-face
workers in one seam who were in-
strueted to increase the amount of
their * stint "™ from 7 yards to 7

yards 2 feet. The stint is the
agreed task for the shift. The 140
men aiffected were  already - pro-
duecing 134 tons -a shift for each

man at the coal face. This is more
than any other pit in the area.
This speed up on the miners was
bureaucratieally ' imposed without
i demoeratic consultation of the
rank' and file, by a task sub-
committee of the N,C.B. and the
bureauecrats appointed by the
miners’ union,

Instead of ceonducting negoti-
ations with the men in order to
settle the strike as soon as possible,
they prefer to behave in this die-
tatorial way. Already, as a con-
sequeénce of  this  high-handed
attitude, over 40,000 tons of coal
have been lost. They are prepared
to lose this coal in an endeavour
to bring the miners to their knees.

They  have behaved in 4 way
that even Churchill and the eoal-
owners_never dared to try, even at
the height of the war. rime-
thorpe Colliery is a te't ecase, - If
they get away with it there, then
they will hegin attacks in nits all
over the country.

Lord Hyndley

declared to

D UL TRARNIEL

- attack on
ked.
* News Chroni¢
Awgust 27thy
“The time hast tome when T
have ‘the nation te think of. We
have had to give time for every-
thing to sink in. - This is
action. . . . The men at Grime-

thorpe are out and as far as 1

am concerned theystay out, The

pit is open for them fo resume
whenever they wish, but the Coal

Board does not - propose to
* budge.”  (Presumably the miners

are  not  included  in the

* nation 7 1) . i

Oune of the bureagerats, of = the
Ministry of Fuel  and  Power
threatened the men by saying they
could not leave the industry with-
out permission from the Mifistry

of  Labour: *“They could, of
course, get jobs ‘n other mines, but
at less advantageous terms—thev
would not get the best jobs.” Tt
vould be hard to finda more open
threat of vietimisation.

These gentlemen are acting with
the encouragement of ‘the Lahonr
and T.U. leaders, Shinwell de-
clared only six ‘weeks ago at
Rothesay, Yorkshire, that an ex-
ample should be made by closing
a pit or ftwo (il the wbrkers
refused to obey instrmetions and
went “ on defving the decisions of
their own organisation . . . where
production is adversely affected.’”

1 .
Feporte ot AsTTiE

The Naticnal Coal Beard has begun its:lgitg threatened offensive against the miners.
2,682 miners on strike for 16 days against
Grimethorpe Colliery, Yerkshire, have

their conditions at work at;
1 s i -
closing ‘o pit: does not
adversely affeet pmch_mh‘ou 1
Lawther Joins In

[nstead of defending the miners,
Lawther joined the pack with the
insult:

“ “We shall not defend these men
in any way. Apparently they
don’t want to work, so why keep
them on the books ?

“They were appealed fo twice
by the National Coal Board:
there was no result. Seo the
sooner they leave the industry
the better . . . My view also is
that if the Board had done less
than sack these men théy would
nol have been doing their duty.”
Thus speaks; not a coalowner,

mark you, but one of the highest
officials paid by the men to pro-
tect their interests.

Every thing was nieely settlel.
But these gentlemen had left the
most important thing out of their
ecalenlations.  They had forgotten
the CLASS INSTINCT. AND
THFE (CLASS SOLIDDARITY OF
THE MINTRS. The miners of
ITatfield Main and Frickler Col-
lieries replied to this vietimisation
in the only language these gentle-
men on the Coal DBeard ean
understand. They struck in sym-
nathy  with  their  Grimethorpe
brothers. Tn this they are defend-

“Continved in next Column.)
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every day till noon. Thereby 1
dispense with breakfast. That
means that 1T can save a loa
bread every week. This loaf I
sell every Saturday on the black
market. I receive for it on an
average twice the weekly wage I
would make by working. Why
should I work when I can earn
twice as much by sleeping ?
Not to speak of the tax 1 would
have to pay.”

The average wage in Berlin is
43 marks a week, less taxes of all
kinds. That leaves a net wage of
35 marks.  Average bread rations

f of

AL AVEAYAL Ub a piurwal - LUguUb=
trieklub 'l  (Business-men’s Club)
has been: uncovered in the Park
Hotel, " Dusseldorf. - These  clubs
existed thorugh the war, but closed
down shertly after the invasion.
They have always been frequented
by the = busingss elite in this
City,.. he new club was found
to caterr to patrons with means
with  a  men} that  ineluded
coffee  with dream, and = sugar
at 10 marks, wines at 70 marks,
ete. A dinner for 6 came to 1,300
marks. - Nazi ;regime or Allied
oceupation, the old profiteers con-

tinue to thrive,
-

ing not only the Grimethorpe men
but their own interests as well as
the interests of the miners through-
out the country. Grimethorpe
today, who next tomorrow?

The miners must demand that this
whole burcaucratic-capitalist set un
of the Coal Board should be swept
away. It must be replaced by a
Coal Board composed of represent-
atives elected by the miners in the
pits, with representuatives of the
technicians to act in eonsultation
with them. All these ex-coal-
owners and generals must he given
the opportunity to go down the pits
and show the miners how to
' Slﬂck 1l.

At the same time it is necessary
to make a clean-up in the union.
No higher wage for officials than
the average earned by the minerg!
All officials of the coal boards to

receive the same rates as the
miners !

investments, together with the time
Iapse hetween the investments and

the appearanec of the product,
makes them very risky., This is
enhanced by the monopolist

character prevailing in the other
branches of the economy. Thns
the. state is driven to hecome an
investor of capital.

The diffienlties of a national and
international character in  the
period  of the decline of world
Lcapitalism  which  ‘mpede  the
development  of  the productive
forees in one eowtry or another,

inn~ one  braneh or another,
strengthen the  tendency of the
capitalist state to become -~n in-

vestor of capital in the economy.

The tendency of the later stage
of monopoly capitalism is towsrds
the transformation of the honrgenis
state into the repository of the
means of production,

Between the stage of interven-
tion of the state in price regulation
and in the regulation of the labour
market, ete, and the taking over
of the means of production inte the
hands of the state, however, theve
is a difference of some imnortance.
Notwithstanding = the  difference
between there two, they are a con-
| tinnation of one another. Statism
pean be paralleled to eartelisation,

while state capitalism  cans he
paralleled to trustification. The
concentration of eapital which

drives towards the construction of
monopolies, expresses itself first of
all in the loosest form of monopoly,
, the cartel, which only fixes prices
and quotas of production, while
leaving the different enterprises as
independent entities, Only after-
wards, when this form of monopoly
vis not sufficient, tighter forms of

‘organisation come into being; first |

lof all the trust
different

which unites the

enterprises into onn
lcompany., 1In the samé& way the
intervention of the ‘state takes

different forms—at the beginning
the looser form, statism—and then,
statification.  One ecartel breeds
other cartels; the inerease in the
number and scope of the cartels
breeds trusts.  In a similar way
statism  in one branch  breeds
statism in other branrhﬂs&_ from one
sphere of the economy to anothe .
With the deepening and broaden-
ing of statism, the necessity for
statification appears. "

There  are no  Chinese walls
hetween the different stages of the
development of ecapitalism. The
different forms grow up#side hy
side and dovetail into one another.
Just as deeades after the emergence
of industrial capitalism the process
of primitive aceumulation did mot
cease, so also just as side by side
with the highly monopolised indus-
tries, many small enterprises—
“ ontsiders ™ continued to exist, so
statification of some bhranehos does
not mean the immedinte statifiea-
tion of all the means of production.

Not only this. Marx's dictum
that *“ the ecountry that is more
developed industrially, only shows.
to the less developed, the image of
its own future " is not an absolute,
supra-historical law. To say that
monopoly is the result of concen-
tration unnder the conditions of free
competition does not in itself say
either that the oldest ecapitalist
country has the highest stage of
monopolisation, nor does it say that
no eapitalist country ean reach the

® 3
stage of monopoly without going
through the stage of fres compet-
tion. Tt is no aeecident that young
Japanese capitalism  wos  lhorn
organised in monopolies, hased on
state regulation, state subsidies,
ete, in a  period when DBritain
searcely had any monopolist organ-
ication. In the special conditions
of Mexieo, where the. bourgeoisie
struggled for independence from im-
perialism  statificatipn  reached =a
murh higher stage than in ithe old
capitalist countries. Different el 5z
and international peculiarvities gave
a different form and tempo to stati-

fication in Lastern Eunrope. Other
conditions prevail in France and
England. However, in -all this

diversity there is a common thread ;
the growth of the productive forces
comes into more and more hitter
confliet with the eapitalist relations
of production : the state must in-
tervene as  the regulator of the
contradictions, as a  force that
canalises them in the interests of
the collective national bourgeoisie.

Since the time of the Paris
Commune the productive forres
have heen sufficiently developed for
the proletariat to seize power, but
the continuation of the existendd of
capitalism has led to a further
development of canitalism to mano-
polv eapitalism. The failure of the
nroletariat to seize vower during
the last epoch again forees capital-
irm’ to adopt new forms, and
explaing the development of state
canitalism.

The statification of the means of
nroduetion by the capitalist stafe.
being the logieal eonsequence of
capitalist development. does’ not
mean that all the sections of the
capitalist eclass agree fo every

measure of statification, nor even
does it mean that the most im-
j portant  seetions  support these
[ measures under all cirenmstances.
In similar way as many of the
capitalists resisted the tendenes
towards cartelisation and trustifi-
cation, o many will resist stati-
fication, as this weakens their
independent social, politieal role.
Even the more far-sighted sections
af the eapitalists, seeing the
tremendons  danger  inhersnt  in
statification, which clearly shovsi mn
the class relations sand threatens
to chorge svery nartinl eeonomic
struggle with  nolities]  dvnpeite,
are not enthvsiastic over statifiea-
tion, especiallv nnder a reformist
government which finds iteelf undor
the pressure of the workers. Bnt
we must not foreget that even if the
clars struggle of the workers is the
immediate factor brinsing - abont
statifieotion by the canitalist state.
it remaius eapitalist statifiention :
s0 long as the antagonism: hetween
wage lahour and eonital exists. the
.production of surplus value and its
conversion into eapital eontinues.
The fact that o measnre considered
by the masses to be anti-eapitalist.
hecomes, in the hondg of the ppling
clags, a means of its fortification.
has many precedents in  history.
Thus, for instance. the intervention
nf the stata in the regulation of
prices for the eartels in Germany.
was  initiated hy  the  Sogis]
Demoerats as a means of nrevent-
ine the cartels from exacting ev-
orbitant nrices. DBrt  this
intervention of the state in price
regulation safterwards hecame tho
most  imnortant meocure in  the
cartelisation of industry.

por

(Po be continued.)

Increased Accidents

(Continued from Page 1.)

only to make sufficient profit to oy
the interest to the ex-coal owners
who are now the bond-holders with
an assured income drawn from the
sweat of the miners, but it haggles
over the demand of the miners for
extra pay for extra hours worked!

There was no haggling over the
amount of compensation to be paid
to the coal owners who lad
ruined the industry and who are
responsible for the present hack-
ward technical equipment in  the
pits.

Theré was no haggling over the
question of fat salaries paid to the
directors, mainly ex-coal owners
and trade union bureaucrats. They
don’t go near a pit and therefore,
apparently, deserve fat galaries and
high ecompensation. But if the
miner asks for overtime rates of
modest proportion, the cost woul!
be too much for the industry t»
bear! This is what the N.C..
and the capitalists tell us.

But there is. a simple answer
to the question of finding the money
to pay the miners overtime without
inereasing the price of coal. Pei
the ex-coalowners, who are now
bond-holders on a Means Test !

hose who are physically eap-
able of work, rig them out with a
miner's ountfit and a free alarm
clock and put them into nrodue-
tion. Those who cannot work —
maintain them on the same scale of
compensation as iz meted out to
members of the working class who
have given society of their hest.

The money saved would go a long
way to compensate the miner for
the extra effort. To accept the
entire demands of the Mine-
workers Federation for a £6
minimum, would cost only £45
million a year. Yet the profits of
the capitalist class in 1946
amounted to £3,226,000,000.

ADVERTISEMENT.

W, are specialists in Left-wing
literature, particularly Trotsky,
Lenin, Marx and Engels; please
send us a list of your wants: we
can honestly find nearly every hook
on Secialism: please write for
entalogue and lists. Bernard
Hanison, 22, Cedra Court, Caze-
nove Road, London, N.16.
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