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Child Labour

in Charity Homes

BY

V. CHARLES

THE CURTISS COMMITTEE REPORT ON THE

“CARE OF
ANGER OF

THROWN SOME LIGHT

CHILDREN"”
THE LABOUR MOVEMENT. IT HAS

HAS AROUSED THE

ON THE CONDITIONS

OF HOMELESS CHILDREN UNDER THE CAPITALIST

SYSTEM.

Here is a shocking tale* of
callousness - and meglect and the
victims are the children of the
working class whom fate and the
Capitalist System have for one
reason or another deprived of a
normal home life.

CHILD SLAVES

By lar the worst aspect ot the
Report 1s the revelation of the ex-
ploitation ot child labour wiich 1s
a common feature of most ot the
charitable institutions.

In a home for forty-four boys
and gurls, aged fhve to ffteen,
" The big boys and girls get up
at 7 olclock. I'hey have to light
the fires and do a considerable
amount of housework, They go to
bed at 8 o'clock. They have to
wash up at dinner time. There is
a wash house attached to the girls
cottage and the' elder girls, in-
cluding some ol those still going
to school, do the washing."

In another home *‘ There is one
fourtcen-year old girl at present,
and the House Mother says " She
just does everything.” This is rte-
garded as training. She helps in
the kitchen, with the housework,
with the needlework, and fetches
the younger children from school.
1t is doubtful if she has any time
ofl except when the children are
in bed."”’

The Report states * . . .We ‘were
left in no doubt that a number of

airls were kept on after they had,

reached school-leaving age for the
ostensible purpose of training for
domestic work when, in [act, they
were  simply undertaking the
_routing work of the house. Little,
if any, attention was paid to
training . . . IT SHOULD BE
SEATED ~HERE THAT WE
FUUND A NUMBER OI EX-
AMPLES OF GIRLS OF FOUR-
TEEN AND. FIFTEEN WHO
SEEMED TO BE SPENDING

ERp P ., AR A

taking on work like laundry on a
commercial basis, they constitute
a menace to the wage standards of
organised laundry werkers and in
a period of strikes in the laundry
industry could be used as a
weapon by the bosses against the
workers. Every pressure must be
brought to bear on the Labour
Govérnment to abolish these vile
conditions without delay. Over
200,000 children are facing a black

future unless something is done
immediately.
The recommendations of the

Curtis Committee will go some way
to improve conditions, but it does
not go nearly far enough. It's
recommendations apply only to
institutions run by Public Authori-
ties; the wvarious orphanages and
homes run by charitable bodies and
religions - denominations—some of
the blackest spots in the Report—
(Continued on page %.)

GERMAN WORKERS
VOTE LABOUR

Demonstrate Opposition to Nagism

BY TED GRANT

THE ELECTIONS IN GERMANY ARE AN INDICATION OF THE MOOD

OF THE

GERMAN PEOPLE.

DESPITE THE F'?\'GT THAT THE OCCUPYING

AUTHORITIES HAVE THE DECISIVE SAY IN T.HE RUNNING OF INDUSTRY

AND GOVERNMENT, 809 AND OVER VOTED IN ALL ZONES,

PERCENTAGE THAN IN

The election indicates that the
German  masses  dre  Tecovering
from the apathy and despair en-
gendered by the ruin of Germany
in the war and the oppressive rule
of the conquerors. They are
searching for a road into the future
which will offer them hope.

SOVIET ZONE

In the Soviet Zone in the pro-

vincial  elections the Socialist
Unity Party: received 4,019,000
votes, the Christian Democrats
2,271,000 and the Liberal Demo-
crats 1,730,000, Many workers
spoiled their wvotes, abstained or
even voted. for the = capitalist

A HIGHER

THE ELECTIONS IN FRANCE AND BRITAIN.

parties as a protest against the
suppression of the Social Démo-
crats, but the majority voted for
the Socialist Unity Party as the
only workers’ parly allowed (o
stand.

Sielinist
out the
industry
But the

In the Soviet zome the
bureaucracy has carried
nationalisation of all big
that is left in the area.
real control, and ‘in a large nu-
ber of cases, the ownership ig in
the hands of the Russian -ﬁgf-au-
cracy. : é

In order to {facilitafgéesthe
handling of the zone, the Stalimist
bureaucracy forced throngh the

From Left to Right :

THE FINANCIERS

KRUPP, VON BOHLEN,
INDUSTRIAL FEDERATION OF

HALPACH, Dr. MERLE,

OF NAZISM :
German Capitalists

VON RENTCH, OF 'THE
GERMANY,

The -

fusion of the Social Democratic
Party and the Stalinist Party.
This was to conceal the weakness
ol the Communist Party among
the German masses, as a result of
the bureaucracy and the excesses
of the backward elements of the
Red Army, inflamed by the

chauvinist incitement of Ehren-
burg and his variety.
The systematic looting and

carting off of the possessions of the
German masses, together with the
stripping of the factories as repa-
rations, has aroused the indigna-
tion 6f the German people. The
attitude of the masses was demon-
strated in the Berlin and Western
zone,
WESTERN ZONE

In the Dritish zone, which in-
cluded the highly industrialised
Ruhr, the Soecial Democrats
received 12,000,000 votes and the
Communist Party only 2,400,000,
The ecapitalist parties received
11,000,000 for the Christian Demo-
erats and 4,000,000 for the other
parties. :

In the American and
zones the Christian
received the majority of the
votes, with the Social Democrats
close behind, while the Communist
Party received a small minority.

50% VOTES FOR WORKERS'
PARTIES

But the decisive election indi-
cating the trend in Germany was

—Choeiti it deipal
mncil in Berlin. The Social

French
Democrats

i Democrats received 499 of the
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121 .Trotskyists

in French Election
Defend Revolutionary

Communist

Programme

Vishinsky
Attends Mass

‘Daily Worker’
Silent

Workers of Britain and the
world were confronted with
the astounding report in the
capitalist press that 5 smem-
bers of the Soviet delegation
to U.N.O. attended * solemn
Pontifical Mass at  St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic
Cathedral in Fifth Avenue,
New York on Sunday, 27th
October.

The “Daily EKExpress”
reported :
“The attendance of Soviet

Vice-Foreign Minister Vishinsky
and  Ambassador Novikoy uat a
Mass for U.N.O. in- 8t. Patrick’s
Roman Cathelic Cathedral on
Fifth Avenue is page one news
with pictnres in New York news-
papers, with one exception, the
Daily Worker.”

Of © course, the British Daily
Worker lhas also maintained a
discreet silence,

This gesture to black reaction

hag taken place at a time when ihe
Stalinist Parties in every country
of the woérld have been waging a

campaign against the * black re-
aetionary " role which - is lheing
played by the Vatican,

Stalinism  thus takes  another
step in its degeneration from the
principled Marxist attitude  to-

wards diplomacy and religion, the
Soplivs-af st lie-poogle.’

121 candidates of the

| French Trotskyist Party will

defend the revolutionary
eonymunist programme in the
fortheoming French eleetions.

The P.C.I. is presenting to
the workers 16 lists of candi-
dates. ‘

As we go to press the com-
plete list of candidates of
the International Communist
Party (French Section of the
Fourth International), has
not yet bheen issued from the
provinces, Here is a list of
six of the candidates :

SEINE, 1st Sector: Paul Parisot,

Secretary of the P.C.I.

SEINE, 3rd Sector: Pierre Bous-
sel, Member of the Political

Bureau.

SEINE, 5th Sector: Pierve Frank
Mentber of  the Political
Bureau,

SEINE-ET-OISE: Ywvan Craip-
eau, General Secretary.

PUY-DE-DOME: Gevard Bloch,
Member of the Central Com-
mittee,

GIRONDE: Muadeleineg Forcada,
Member of the Cenlral Com-
mittee.

The Sunday OQbserver, October
27th, comments: . . the Com-
munists, who until now have been
the most homogeneous and hest
disciplined of the leading parties
have to reckon -this time with a
noticeable degree of rivalry from
the Trotskyists.”’ '

The British Revolutionary Com-
munist Party has collected £25
from among its members towards
the election campaign of our

I'rench. Pariy,
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STATED ; _ 7
FOUND A NUSBER OF “BEX-

attention was paid to
training A5 SHOULD BE
HERE THAT WE
AMPLES OF GIRLS OF FOUR-
TEEN AND, FIFTEEN WIHD
SEEMED TO BE ' SPENDING
LONG HOURS IN GENERAL
HOUSEWORK AND IN MIND-
ING YOUNGER CHILDREN
WITHOUT ADEQUATE PAY-
MENT OR HIXED SPARE TIME
AND WITH LITTLE ATTEN-
TION TO TRAINING /4

LIFE IN A CONVENT

By far the worst cases of ex-
ploitation of child labour was
found in the various Homes run
by one ol the Anglican or Roman
Catholic Religious Orders. In one
of these Convent Homes, “‘the girls
of junior age became, on leaving
school at 14, employed in the
Homes as laundry hands, working
full hours in old-fashioned and in-
convenient buildings, converted 10
the purpose of trade Jaundries. IN
ONE SUCH INSTANCE £85L A
WEEK WAS EARNED BY
WORK FOR OUTSIDE CcUs-
TOMERS. There was a certain
vagueness about payment to the
working girls. ** Half-a-crown, five
shillings if they are very good”’
was suggested, but not with con-
fidence: sometimes it was “half-a-
crown from time (o time.”” An-
other similar but smaller home was
mainl-- supported by laundry earn-

ings of £20 a week, the girls
having no payment beyond a

shilling a week pocket-money and
from 5/- to 10/- a month banked
on their account, The following
was noted in one establishment as
the routine of the normal day:
6.15, nse; 7, Mass; 8, breakfast;
9 to 12.13, laundry ov housework;
1.50 to 4, laundry or housework;
4, tea; 4.30, Benediction; 5 to 7,
laundrv or housework; 7.30, bed.

ORCANISED LABOUR MUST

ACT
These cases are by no means ex-
ceptional. Indeed, the Report

stresses that it was the exception
to find a Home where anything
like decent conditions prevailed.
Not only are working class chil-
dren being used as slaves, but by

Squeezing
Blood
Out of a Stone

As of last week, with U.5. claims
not yet in, the total of reparations
demanded by the Big Four powers
and their satelliteg from Ltaly
amounted to more than 30 billion
dollars. The total national wealth
of Ttaly is estmated at only 26
billion dolars, That inclundes all
land and buildings, railroads,
mineral resources, etc.

The German Industrialists, like their British
I prototypes, feared above all, the organised
Labour movement. Long before the war, the
big iron und steel masters were giving huge
subsidies to the * German Union to fight

against  Social Democracy.” They continued,
after Hitler's coming to power, fo fill the coffers
of the Nazi Party and its associated organis-

a‘!ti?ns. MThese subsidies in  (Germany Were

christened “ Adolf Iitler Funds from (German

Industry.” Tn addition, the magnates gave the
Tascist leaders direc® * rake-offs ™ in the form

of paid posts in the managements of their
businesses, ete.  Workers of Britain must learn
the lesson. The British industrialists financed

the Nazis and will just as readily fing#es
British Fascism.

BUILDERS THREATENED
WITH EVICTION

BY JAMES A DOYLE
BUILDING WORKERS IN LONDON IN MANY HOSTELS ARE FACED
WITH EVICTION WITH NO PLACE TO GO AND NOWHERE TO TURN. HERE
IS THE STORY OF THE PLIGHT OF THE MEN IN ONE OF THESE HOSTELS.

On November 4th, 150 building workers are threatered with eviction at Wadham
Gardens Hostel, Swiss Cottage. The reason given by the Ministry of Labour for these
evictions is that the men are not on W.B.A. priority work. A very poor excuse,
insofar as I ean prove that quite a number of those men are on priority work earrying

But the decisive election indi-
ng the trend in Germany was

et [ et e Ay 0 |
[€duncil in Berlin. The Social
 Democrats received 49% of the
‘total votes (nearly 1,000,000),

fhe Christian Democrats 454,000
and the Socialist Unity Party al-
most 406,000, with the Liberal
Democrats receiving 192,500,
The elections are a  striking
testimony to the vitality of the
German  proletariat, < the contin-
wance of its Socialist traditions in
spite of the terrible disillusion-
ment of the past 15 years.
Despite the capitulation-of the
Social Democratic and the Com-
munist - Parties. to the Nazis,
despite their craven and syco-
phantic attitude to the occupation
authorities, despite the hostility
of the Labour and Stalinist parties
in other countries which aban-
doned all pretence of internation-
alism, the German working class
still clings to the ideals of com-
munismm and socialism. It is a
striking fact that the percentage
of votes for the “ Marxist'
parties is higher today than pre-

Hitler. Whereas it was 40% pre
Hitler, it is mnearly 50% now
throughout Germany, and 70%

in the capital. In the British
General Election the vote for the
workers' parties was also approx-
imately 50%.

That the Social Democrats, who
even voted dor Hitler in the

(Continued on page 4.}

FRENCH C.P. PAPER
“ HUMANITE "

of 1920 told the truth about
the role of Trotsky in the

Russian Revolution — today
the Stalinists falsify  history
by eliminating the name of
Trotsky from

the history

a W.B.A certificate.

Let me explain  Low these
evictions arise. Some months ago
I was chairman of the Thackeray
Hostel Welfare Committee ; we were
served with evietion notices us
were the Ivanhoe and many other
hostels, The Commitice got
together and a deputation was sent
to Mr. Watkins of the Ministry of
Works, who explained that the
hostels were pre-war hotels and
were urgently needed for the
accommodation of prospective
buyers of DBritish made goods.

We as a deputation, saw the
sense of this argnment and we had
the assurance of Mr., Watking that
as long as building workers wished
to remain working in London, he
would guarantee them 2 bed.
bed was found for the workers
who. had been served with eviction
notices,

No Alternative
Accommodation
served

But, the 150 workers

with eviction mnotices last week
were not given alternative accom-
modation ! Yeés, workers, we are
told : Take our directions and get
out to the doss or the ditches,
which so many workers were nsed
to in pre-war days. This time it
is a Socialist Government and not
a Tory Government which is
responsible,

Not only have they broken their
word to accommodate the building
workers who wish to remain in
the London area. DBut they alsa
refuse to adhere to their own
ruling that a building worker must
he working on a W.B.A. Licence.

Sufficient proof iz in' the fact
that of 10 men working for @ par-
Heular  contractor, — with their
questionnaire form filled in to the
offeet that they arve all working on
a W.B.A. certificate joh, the
Ministry vule that 8 of those men
can remain living in ‘the hostel,

(Continued on page 4.)

books.
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prineipled  Marxist attitnde  to
wards diplomacy and religion, the
Copinm-of “tlic - poonled’

. i P

from among its members towards
the election = campaign of our
Frengh Party,

wsnally af ~a  higher  fenpera

from the French Trotskyist

“ Recruits
military

nudergo two
training  in

academies in the sixteen Soviel
Republics. For the first six months
they are taught only saluting, with

years

military |

What Has Happened (o

The Red Army

“The avmy is w-copy of society

and suffers from all its diseases,
ture.””
Trotsky.

The following facts on the present charaeter of the
Soviet Army (previously the “Red Army”) have been
recently published widely in the Swiss press.
foilowing is an extract from ona of these which we reprint

The

paper * La Verite.”

| These rules also apply to officers,
inferiors saluting superiors, cte.
| When soldiers and officers leave
| the army they must hand in all
equipment. On leave, bayonets and

a course of physical training. | all arms must be left behind, only
They are trained in special schools | officers may carry revolvers.
where they learn the laws of| Officers may also wear civilian
military  discipline in  general. | clothes which a soldier may do

They do not really begin to learn
the use of arms until after six
months, following which they are
given practical training and after
that, theoretical instruction. For
the first six months recruits do not
receive any leave.

Military training is based largely
on the Prussiafi model. The Rus-
sian soldier must be able to stand
motionless at attention for an hour
and a half. Other examples can be
given of different methods of train
ing used, as indicates the answer
of u Russian officer who was asked
his opinion’ of discipline in the
Swiss army. IHe replied:

“We would wmake a Russian

soldier vepeat it lwenly-five

times in front of everybody if
he saluted like a Swiss soldier

does.””

In Russia. as in the German
army, N.C.O.'s are saluted by
rank and file soldiers.

When a Subaltern ‘wants (0

speak to an officer, the Russian
military code demands that (a) He
make three steps ‘‘stechschritt’ (a
sort of goose step) ;. (b) That Le
remain at attention; (¢) That he
make his report after the officer

gives the command to stand easy,

(whoever makes the mistake of
turning to the right is liable to be
sternly called to order or repri-
manded).

Following this the soldier leaves
the officer with three steps
“etechsritten.” When a Subaltern
and an officer meet, the Subaltern
must march “‘étechsritten’’ at five
vards distance, and must salute
with head turned. His left hand
must be in line with the seam of
his trousers. In pgarrison towns
special patrols supervise saluting.

after which a half furn to the left

only after two years’ service.

Officers and N.C.O’s. leave the
recruits’ training school after four
months and undergo three years'
special training. Every kind  of
fraternisation between officers and
soldiers is strictly forbidden. Only
in special cases when one is a
personal friend of a Communist
Party member can orie speak fam-
iliarly -to another, which was the
rule in the Red Army in its first
revolutionary period.

Abhout ten per cent, of N.C.O's.
are Party members, Ninety per
cent, of Red Army officers are
Partv members. Political Commis-
sars of the former sort have been
abolished. Before they had the
same rank and responsibility us
officers commanding the army. To-
day the political commissar exists
as an adjulant attached to a com
mander-in-chief and subject to his
orders, This adjutant is respon-
gih'e for the polities™ and eduea-
tion of troops. Ile has approxi-
mately the same functions as an

education officer in  capitalist
armies.
| COMPARISON OF MONTHLY
| PAY IN ROUBLES
‘. Infantry soldier 10
Corporal 100
Sub Licutenant e 650
Lieutenant 800 to 900
Major 1,200
Commandant 2,500
Brigadier General 3,500
Artillery Soldiers 55
Bombadier 150
Artillery Licutenant 750
Captain i ... 1,000
Superior Officer 1,500 to 2,000
General B .... 3,000
Such - are normal peace time
rates. It must be added that now,

(Continued on puge 4.)
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SOCTALIST APPEAL, November, 1946.

Have you given a
donation this month ?

Have you made any
effort to collect any-
thing for the fund ?

If not, please act
now. October List will
published in the next
issue.

v

Harold Atkinson,
256, Harrow Road,
London, W.2.

| statement was

“ We do not want to extend
the Cossor Strike, because if
we did,, who would collect
money for all of us?"”  This
made by a
Communist Party Shop
Steward at a recent London
Conference of the Stalinist
controlled National Council
of Shop Stewards. It re-
flected the attitude of the
organisers who supported the
policy that sufficient money
should be collected to keep
the Cossor strikers going,

)

From a Young S.P.D. Comrade

THE PRESENT S.P.D., ITS LEFT
WING, AND ITS ATTITUDE
TOWARDS COMMUNISM

BRITISH ZONE,
GERMANY.
1.10.46.
GERMANY—

First of all I've to say, that all
following is my own opinion, but
that all that I wrile, can be re-
garded as the German public
opinion for every German in my
age and with the same ideas than
me. I don’t write in bribery by
cigareties, money, or anything
else, but I write in strong hope to
see a real socialistic world-
regulation in the next future.

The real attitude of the S.P.D. !

R Tl e o e e T EAT A N - A e LS

world will be told lies and will be
deceived again by the capitalism
or 'their tools, the ruling classes.
We will put the words: Workers
of the werld, unite! in golden
letters on our red banner.

The left wing, the real socialists
put forward the Ideas of Marx and
Engels, of Lenin and Trotski. The
leadership of the S.P.D. exclusive
ig the right wing, but the first part
of the election, which took place
at the 15th of September, showed
us, that the S.P.D. didn't get the
majority. I think it necessary, to
replace the present leadership by
young, active members with
socialist ideas.

Our attitude towards the
communism '

When voil 1se in Germany the !

JAine in “‘ left language.”’

DUSTRI

BY J.

without extension of the

strike.

Despite the present support the
C.P. are giving in this struggle, no
attempt has been made by them
to broaden the strike,

Several delegates opposed this
move to isolate such an important
struggle, pointing out that since
the victimisation of the six shop
stewards was part of an offensive
of the Employers’ Federation, we
could expect more of this in the
future unless the engineering
bosses were taught a sharp lesson.
Whilst emphasising the necessity
to avoid adventurism, they urged
the need to prepare in an organ-
ised fashion towards this end.
Plessey Shop Stewards Committee
tabled a motion for an all-London
half-day token strike, but with-
drew it under pressure from the
platform,

MICHELSON EXPOSES C.P, LINE

Bro. Michelson, leading Stalinist
spokesman, reeled off the party
Ie was,
he said, perturbed by the situation
in the industry, because it was
clear that the outdated procedure
of the York Memorandum was
being used by the employers to
drag out victimisation negotia-
tions and use the interim period to
make further inroads into the
shop stewards’ movement.

He instanced the example of
Bro. Stacey, the victimised Shop
Stewards’ “Convenor of Napiers,
Liverpool, whose case had now
proceeded  through the whole

‘| gamut of protracted negotiations

leaving him still walking the
streets. . In  the meantime,
Napier’s management proceeded

to whittle down what was once a
powerful Shop Stewards' Com-
mittee to a ghost of its former
self. Declaring that Cossor's was
a similar case, Michelson de-
nounced the York Memorandum,
which helped the employers but
insisted that the Union Executives
should abide by it because it was
still **‘ proeedite,”! = .

This position was opposed by
the delegates from Morgan Cruci-
bles who argued that the strike
should be  officially recognised.
Sensing a serious mood
conference, the platform main-
tained that the Unions m
hon&E g, ilihenes T such ' a8 th
York Memo
policy, and that it was impossible

in the |

diarecment by which trade

bluntly that they have had
Wough, and are officially recog-

ing the Cossor workers. The
faket that this is not done exposes
thie treachery of the union officials
atlid the Stalinists. A

“Michelson's insisience that the
National Council of Shop Stewards
cofild nmot bring pressure (o bear
onf the E.C."s due to the fact that
th¢ workers had abandoned pro-
cedure by going on strike, ignorea
the, fact that it was not the
workers who bad breken the York
Memorandum but the employers.
The first implication of the York
Memno is that Federated cmployers
willl” recognise the existence of
workers' factory organisation, By
the | wholesale sacking of the
stewards, Cossor's management in
the first instance, flagrantly vio-
lated the. whole agreement.

MILITANT RESOLUTION

“The delegates were clearly fed-
up with the excuse-makers such
as Michelson. Their answer to the
policy of the Communist Party
was summed up in the following
amendment moved by Bro. Fred
Emmegl, well known trade union
militaiit in the London arca:

' This conference of shop,
factory and branch delegates
pledges its full solidarity with
the workers of Cossors on strike
against the victimisation of shop

- stewards.

In grder to bring this fight to
a successful conclusion the con-
ference :

1. €alls on the D.C.s of Engin-

eering and Allied Trade Unions

to eonvene an emergency con-
ference of delegates from all
factories and branches to decide

on measures to be taken f{o

bring| the Cossor strike to a

successful conclusion.

2. Ca%s on D.Cs to immediate-

ly organise an all-London cam-

paign for raising funds for the
strike, and to gain official
recognition for the strike from

‘the Union Executives.

* the “ hlacking ' of
refusal to handle

whilst they were |-

nis-
he catting off o
d the cessation of

hop Stewards Reveals
don Delegates Meeting

the

nion movement is beivg attacked.
Aifter the experience of the Stacey
cfise, they should tell the employ-

positive pelicy to aid, the Cossor
workers. All serious members of
the Communist Party, we are
sure, will also recognise this and
oppose the policy ol their leaders.

Apprentices
Demand
Decent Wages

BY H.R.

Agitation and discontent over
the scandalously low rates of pay
is growing among the apprentices
in the Engineering industry.

On Friday, 18th October, a
mass meeting of several hundred
apprentices at the Metropolitan-
Vickers Factory, Trafford Park,
Manchester, was held outside the
work gates during the dinner-
hour,

J. McDonald, chairman of the
Metro-Vickers Apprentices Assoc-
iation pointed out the scandalous
rates: of pay that engineering
apprentices were receiving. At
16 years, a trade apprentice gets
£1 8s. 0d. per week; at 17 he gets
£1 13s. 0d. Every worker and
working-class mother knows how
impossible it is to feed, clothe and
decently maintain a growing lad
on 33/- per week,

The meeting at Metro-Vieks was
part of a campaign by the Man-
chester .A.E.U. Joint Committee
and A.E.U. Junior Workers Com-
mittee.

What next for the Apprentices?

The demands of the apprentices
for higher pay are entirely justi-
fied. How are they to win them?
Unfortunately the speakers at the
Metro-Vickers meeting gave no
concrete ditectives and announced
only that the aim of the meeting
was to show the Trade Union
Executive that the apprentices
are not satisfied. The negotiations
were to be lefl to the Trade Union
officials.

months of protracted negotiation
through the labyrinth of the nsnal
channels, a fow extra coppers will

the

South and West Wales, and

The original dispute was in con-
nection with the attempt of the
Western Welsh Omnibus Company
to foist a set of ‘““Model Condi-
tions”” on to a section of their
employees which had been recom-
mended by the Court of Inquiry.
The employers insisted that the
wage increases granted by the
Court of Inquiry were conditional
upon the acceptance by the work-
ers of the ‘“Model Conditions.”’

But it is a recognised fact that
in any award made by a court of
Inquiry a  “‘better-conditions’
clause operates. That is to say,
that -under no conditions can em-
ployers force workers to accept
new conditions which arve worse

than those they alveady have. It
was made quite clear to the
workers at a Delegates’ Confer-

ence called after the sitting of the

Court, that *whilst wage ratos
were binding on the Companies
concerned the application was

purely optional, it being pointed
out that staff, who were already
enjoying better conditions, would
naturally not be expected +to
apply.”’

After having wailed 8 months
for their claim to go throungh the
cumbersome arbitration machinery
the workers were granted a.wage
increase. Then the employers re-
fused to implement the findings of
the Court. For seven more
months the union bureaucrats
played around with the case.

Here was a clear-cut case. The
employers were obviously in the
wrong. The union bureaucrats ad-
mitted it but refused to use the
only language the bosses under-
stand. Instead they continued to
“‘negotiate.”” The -result: ‘“‘Our
patience has at long last been ex-

hausted,'” said the workers.
So the whole of the Western
Welsh services numbering some

2,000 workers came out. Their dis-
pute was then referred to the un:

‘official rank-and-file Sonth- Wales

and  Border Counties Busmen'’s
Council, which met and called out
sH-thePBusmen o Soath and West

- The. probabilits i) that afteh’

Wales, and Monmouthshire.

long !

WELSH BUSMEN
SCORE VICTORY

Rank and File Force T.U.

Bosses into Action
'~ BY HEATON LEE
Refusal by the Wesiern Welsh Omnibus Company to
implement the findings of the Court of Inquiry set up by
Minister of Labour in April of this year,
responsible for the strike of 6,000 Welsh busmen covering

was

Monmouthshire,

AUTHORITY OF UNOFFICIAL
COUNCIL

The most significant aspeet of
the subsequent strike of 6,000 bus-
men which paralysed road trans-
port from Fishguard to Gloucester
is the tremendous authority of this
unofficial rank and file Busmen’s
Council, On it are represented dele-
gates from the majority of the
trade union branches of the three
trade unions (T.G.W.U.—N.U.R.
—M..W.T.) which cater for the
bus workers in the area.

That the Busmen's Council had
this undeniable authority among
the 6,000 rank and file busmen,
was recognised by the national
leadership of the N.-U.R. A meet-
ing of the Executive Committee of
| the District Council (official) of the
lN.U.R. attended by S.F. Greene
—the national organiser of the
IN.UR.—was held in Neath on
E\V'cdnusdny, 23rd October.
| This official body called in boih
the Central Strike Commitlee and
the Western Welsh Strike Commit-
tee (hoth wmofficial bodies) during
its 10-hour session.
| From then until the end of the
“strike ail negotiations between the
- official union machine and the rank
‘and file were carricd on through
the unofficial bodies.

' Proposals submitted by the
N.TLR. Distriet Couneil fo
the two strike  comittees

were ultimately made acceptable
then referred by the unofficial
bodies to the rank and file of
Western Welsh for agreement.

Their acceptance of the proposal
was then referred back to a full
| meeling of the South Wales and
| Border Counties Busmen's Council
tat which 44 delegates, from 3
unions embracing the whole of
Wales, attended.

RESUMPTION OF WORK

DECIDED

After a lengthy meeting the
Council issued the following state-
ment:

basis  for seltlement hass begs

drrived at over the Westéern
(Continued on page 4.)

- In view of the facl that a’
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else, but 1 write in strong hope to
see a real socialistic world-
regulation in the next future.

The real attitude of .the S.P.D.

What means 5.P.D.? It méans:
social-democratic party of Ger-
many. When you hear that, you'll
think, that the S.P.D. is a
socialistic party on a democratic
basis; but that is not frue. The
SP.D. is very far of a real
socialism, for its leadership are
non-socialists, but materialists.
The more they speak of socialism,
the more they mean materialism.
They only are party-members for
to get something extra. I think, it
will be vety interesting for you to
be told, that the party-function-
aries gel extra food—rations from
Sweden, as well as chocolate, what
another German, except on' the
black market, can't get. Farther
they look for very good jobs in
their profession, and they get
them. Some work for a fantastic
wage in the party-offices as offic-
ials. When vou look more and
more into the interior of the
S.P.D., you think it is nearly the
same than the passed mazi-party:
the same hypocrisy towards the
loutside—and the same pompous
life of the party-bosses, in the in-
side. The old members don't con-
cern with all that—but we,: the
youth, know, what the only one
way-out for ~us is: An inter-
national-socialism on the demo-
cratic base of Marx and Engels,

The left wing of the S.P.D.

The fundament for the left wing !

in our party is the youth. The
same youth, which fighted with
the biggest enthusiasm for the
nazis and capitalists against the
socialistic revolution during the
last war, fights now for a better
Germany, for a better Turope,
for a bhetter world, for a real
international-socialism  with  the
same enthusiasm. We have been

on the wrong way once. but once!
only, that cannot happen to us a,

We will not |
people

second time again.

suffer, that the of

yulllp, —dCUVE  LIembers  with

socialist ideas,

Our attitude towards the
communism {

When you use in Germany the
word communism, everybody will
see in that the Stalinism. Nobody
will remember the real commun-
ism of Lenin and Trotsky. The
reasons for that are:

1. During the naziregiment in
Germany it was strictly for-
bidden to circulate any .anti
nazi-political papers, and the
nazi-propaganda didn't “tell us
any more than terrible lies about
the Russians and their cruelty.
The nazis said, that the com-
munists are the worst enemies
of the working class, and that
the communism means nothing
more than blood-regiment, and
that the native-country of the
communism js Russia.

2. The German PoW's coming

back from Russia now; _tell us

something about the real atti-
tude of the Soviet Union, about

the conditions of life of the
Russians, and about the
Stalinism, short, they tell us,

- that it looks in Russia quite as
- in Germany during the Hitler-
ism. 4
And when the German popula-
tion hears all that, they bcl_icvc
all the worst of the communism.
Another reason is, that the right-
wing leadership of the S.P.D.
doesn’t want any real communist
ideas put forward, for these ideas
are socialistic ideas they don't
like, and that our leaders don't
support the union-idea, and so
they don't circulate any real com-
munistic papers of Trotsky or

Lenin.

1 myself don't like the com
munism like it is in Russia, and T
also don’t like the K.P.D., for all
that is nothing more than Stalin-

the !

ism; but I am a follower of the
Trotski-ideas, and these ideas are
the ideas of the left wing of the
SRl ean

A YOUNG SOCIALIST.

GRAYS INN ROAD

Speakers :
JOHN GOWER
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should. be . oihcially recognised.
Sensing a serious mood in the
conference, the platform m

o> e
York Memo whilst they were
policy, and that it was mpossible
to  officially  vecognise: Cossor's
Strike until procedure had been
gone through.

In other words, while denoune-
ing the Stacy wvictimisation, they
proseribed the same experience for
Cossor's—all in the name of
* procedure.”’

BOSSES VIOLATED PROCEDURE

Of course, the employers are
using the nineteenth York Agree-
ment to destroy workshop organ-
isation, and it is precisely because
of this that it is criminal for
union exeentives to stand by an

From "" and RIGHT & |

bpeit Lo AR SR S
a refusal to handle
rk any kind,

~the cutting off of
d  the c_es_s'z‘z_‘tin'n of

sing that the imple-

¢ of these points will
require - pressure  and careful

organisation, decides to set up
from this conference a committee
to dothis.'" 3
So - scared yere the platform
that this would be adopted that
they hastily wangled it so thal the
amendment was not put to the
meeting,  This example of sharp
oractice left a nasty smell, espec-
ially amongst non-party delegates,
becange there is little doubt that
the line. proposed is - the only

are not salisfied, The negotiations
were to be left to the Trade Union
officials,

months of protracted negotiation
through the labyrinth of the usnal
channels, a few extra coppers will
be granted—the rise in the cost of !
living having meanwhile nullified
the small inerease, The appren-
 tices will thus be in much the
.same position.

' The next step for the appren-
{ tices is to build up and consolidate
in each factory and area, strong
apprentices’  associations demo-
cratically  controlled by  the
apprentices themselves and [rec
from any managerial strings; to
Lprepare to link them nationally
(into a wide movement to formu-
late a programme or an “‘Appren-
tices Charter.”’

IT'S NOT A
QUESTION OF BRAINS !
Associated DPress recently re-

ported * After a long discussion,
the Allied Control Couneil rejected
a proposal that the brains of the
hanged Nazis should bhe examined
to determine scientifically what
makes an international eriminal.”

Examination of the brains of the
Nazi gangsters might have eon-
tributed something to scientifie
knowledge, but those who suggest
this as a scientific method of de-
terming “what makes an inter-
national political “eriminal ? ave
the ones who should have their
bhrains examined.

In the first place such research
could only be made on a woefully
inadequate scale for very few war
criminals have been  bronght to
hook. If it is considered that the
size or weight or state of health
of the brain is a decisive factor
in determining a political eriminal,
then it would be necessary to have
available for dissection the grey
matter of the entire capitalist class
of all nations, to say nothing of the
Stalinist bureaucracy !

But it is not .a question of
physiology. Tt is a question of
economics. Scientific  research

carried ont on that plane will show
beyond doubt that the eapitalist
system is the cause of war and the
bhreeding ground of everything
rotten in present day society, in-
cluding fascism and war eriminals.
Those who seek the ecauses in the
brains of a few hanged gangsters
are conecerned, not with seientific
revelations, but with obseuring
seientific truth.

* &

®
£150,000

LABOUR CABINET
On 18th October a full Cabinet
meeting was held which produced
the following interesting comment
in the London “ Evening

Standard : I
“As Cabinet Ministers uanid

BY AGITATOR

Minisiérs of Cabinet rank have

£5,000 a year, and Mr. Attlee

£10,000,  the gathering repre-
sented a salary bill of about
£150,000 a year.”

One of the first acts of the
Labour Government was to increase
the  salarvies of Members of
Parliament to £1,000 a year., I
is a sad commentary that the
Labour Government did not decree,
instead of an increase in Parlia-
mentary salaries, a  reduction of
the salaries of M.P.’s and Cabinct
Ministers alike to the level of
working  men’s wages or, altern-
ately, the Labour Party introduce
into its Constitution a elanse givine
to the Party the control of salaries
of offieials’ derived from pnblic
office,

After heing used to £5,000 and
E10.000 "a year fer a period, the
Social-Demoerats usually find it a
stronger tie than loyalty to the
working elass movement, as Wwitness
MaeDonald, Snowden and Co.

There are no absolute guaran-
tees against corrmption and  de-
generation, but the Labonr leaders
leave the door right open for them-
selves.  Contrast the salaries aof
the £150,000 a year going into the
nockets of a handful of Lahour
leadeérs, with the poliey of the
Trotskyists. 1t is written- in the
Constitution of the Revolutionary
Communist Party. that:

“Any remuneration aceruing
from such office (public office
such as M.P. efe.) shall bhe
donated to the Party funds, and
the office holder paid by the
Party a worker’s wage as is paid
to Party l‘uncti(maries.‘:

* *

ROGUES BARGAIN

A mujor blow against the
gangster diplomacy of the inter-
national capitalist class, was dealr
by the Russian revolution of
October 1917, The Bolshevik
Government headed by Lenin and
Trotsky, openied the archives of the
Tzarist Foreign Office and puhb-
lished all the secret treaties con-

e

ieluded between pre-revolutionary
Russia and her capitalist * allies
These showed clearly the rotten
double dealing that was going on.
It showed how the “allies” were
double crossing each other. This
caused consternation and fury in
the diplomatic chancellories. And
it engendered a great confidence on
the part of the world working class
in the Dolshevik regime.

Today a very differont position
appertains, Stalinist  Russia,
throwing overhoard a basic tenet
of Bolshevism — No Secret
Diplomacy —— is taking the lead in
concluding  hovsedeals with :he
capitalists  directed against  the
proletarvian revolution.

In the House of Commons on
October 14, Mvr. Reid (Lab,
Swindon) asked: “ Has any evid.
ence  been  obtained from the
archives of the German Foreien
Office of a secret Germun-Soviet
freaty in connection with the
German-Soviet non-ageression paet
of 1939 2 Major Mayhew replied”
for the Government that the
agreement had been found * but the
question of - publication was a
different matter.”

The international slanging match
which has been going on  for
months shows that it is not out of
any solicitnde for the Soviet Unjon
that the British Government dnes
not publicise the Stalin-Hitler
horsedeal. What they fear is to
expose their own backsides. For
they are involved up to their necks,
together with T.8. imperialism,

in
secret freaties with the Stalinist
!)urvau](‘!'af',\'. What it does OXPOSEe

Is the rotteness of diplomaey,
capitalist and Stalinist alike. The
whole crowd of them have * raneed
up” against the European Revoln-
tion. Tt is the only factor whieh
makes possible even the fietion of
the “Tlnited Nations”. But the
turn of the revolution will come,
| And it will sweep away all seeret

‘othcial rank-and-file South Wales
and Border Counties Busmen's
Council, which met and ealled out

al. The. probahility . g ! hat afteblall-the Busmen i1t Sowth anc West

Wales, and Monmouthshire.
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ment:

“In view of the fact that a
basis  for settlement hass besn.
drvived al  over the Westérn

(Continued on page 4.)

Closed

BY SID BIDWELL

to demand of the four
companies and the L.PT.B

eondition of service. It
decided to ask the AS.L.E. &
the R.C.A. for their support.

The date of settlement is given
us June 29th, 1947—an indication
of the determined mood of the con-
ference delegates, A few davs after
this date, the 1947 Conference will
take place and the National F.Q.
will have to make its accounting.
There is little doubt that the great
body of rail workers have reached
a stage where they are no longer

prepared  to  tolerate the non-
unionist parasites.
For An All-Out

United  Struggle

The N.U.R. is the Iargest rail-
way union, and has never let up on
its prineiple of industrial organis-
ation, Nevertheless, it recognises
all the MU.C. affiliated unions,
many of which are craft unions.
The shopien (whosé conditions lae
behind the coneiliation grades) and
the locomen are split between craft
unions and the N.U.R., und the
clerks are chiefly organised in the
R.CA. But this should not prevent
an  all-out united fight to close
the industry. In the process of {he
strugele for the elosed shop, the
wembers of all tie trade unions
will Tearn the lessons of unity and
the uselessness of inter-grade and
craft strife which has sapped their
cnergies and played into the hands
of the bosses, :

Tlor the active N.U.R. members
it is not a simple question of posing
membership of that union to the
sectional unionists., Sneh methods
have proved a dismal failure for
the past 33 years. The militants
of the three wunions must et
together, work out a plan of action,
and immediately propose amalgam-
ation within the segtional unions.

The structure of the amalgam-
ated organisation can make ample
room for grade and occupational
problems teo ensure that they are
expertly dealt with. Fusion will
‘never he initiated hy the craft-
ridden: bureaucrats of the seetional
unions ; nor will it he secomplished
by the leaders of the N.T.R.

The Pr-u_bl'e.m Of The
Break - Aways

A few railwaymen on  the

diplomacy. The archives will he
openod o the workers of the
world,

T..]"’."I‘.I’.. have found their way into
the T, G.W.U. breakawsy,

The July N.U.R. Conferenee decided
main

trade union membership be made a
wWas

Shop

on the Railways

line
. that
also
. and

SID BIDWELL
the N.P.W.U,,

numbers.
TUnion

treated
officials,
linked itself up with the unofficial

but in negligible
However, the breakaway
of Railway Signalmen i
more seriously by N.UL.R.

This Union, which has

Federation of Trade Unions uot
affiliated to the T.U.C.,, has sue-
ceeded in enrolling a few thousand
signalmen,

The

N.U.R. propaganda is de-
plorable. They muke great play of
the fact that the T.R.S. is 1ot
recognised by  the tailway  ecom-

])ﬁnic,s and its financial diffienltios,
Figures of past settlements on be-

l_ml of signalmen ape hrought
forward to dazzle the eye,
All this' euts ne ice with the

men enrolled in the breakaway, for
they know only too waell that all
workers’ organisations arve beset by
financial  diffenlties. and that
rre(-r_)g'uitiml demands g struggle,
'l‘hn:_\' also know that the old wage
inereases  were nullified by the
rapid rise in the cost of living,

The Solution

What the N.TU.R.. militants must
propose to eliminate the TL.R.S.
and all breakaway tendencies, is
that the large union he thoroughly
democratised, the leaders kept on
working men’s wage levels, and

| snbjeet to periodical re-election. A
{fight must be

waged for the full
terms of the N.U.R. programme
(which mow needs overhaul) on
hehalf of all grades.

There must be no reprisals
against the members of the bresak.
awny and sectional unions, MThe
door of the N.U.L. membership
should be thrown “wide open  for
membership  with full henefit, in-
cluding henevolent funds for proved
members of hreakaways,

By these methods craft  and
seetional tendencies can be removed
and invincible industrial organis-
ation built,
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WE STAND FOR—

The nationalisation of the banks and all industry

without compensation fo - the capitalists, and their
operation under the direet conirol of workers’
committees.

MORRISON

and the

PROFIT MOTIVE

Herbert Morrison, Lord President of the Council, has
discovered a way of squaring the ecircie ! The profit
motive is to stay in industry but the profiteers must be
refornzad, :

In the past “ The working of the profit motive in Britain
had been marred by abuses. . ..” But under the benign
regulation of the profit motive by the Labour Government,
all this will be altered. The lion will lie down with the
lamb.

Curicusly enough, all this is conneeted with the need for
an intensive effort by the workers to inerease production
which now, different from the bad old days will be purely
in the interests of the werkers themselves ! Part of in-
dustry is to be nationalised but the remainder must remain
under private enterprize. All this would now work for
the beaetit of the nation. And the workers must leave to
the Government the question of profits, “ It is for Govern-
ment and Parliament to coneern themselves with the
‘ boss’s profifs.’”

Morrison is thus bringing ‘forward time-worn fallacies
which have Leen exposed in elementary Socialist classes
for the past decades,

It is not “bad” eapitalists as distinet from * good”
capitalists, whe are responsible for the slumps and crises
of capitalism, but the inexorable working out of the laws
of the capitalist system. To call the “labour”, i.e.,
labour power sold by the worker a * service " instead of a
commodity alters nothing. Changing the name of a thing
does not aiter its nature. Nor can it alter the fundamental
faet that the working class are exploited in the interests
of the capitalists. 'The profits of the eapitalists are
gained FROM THE UNPAID LABOUR OF THE
WORKING CLASS. The capitalists invest part of the
_surplus produced by the workers, and spend part. But
the workers can never absorb the goods they produce, over
a long period because they can never get sufficient in wages
te cover the consuzers goods whieh are produced. It is

—

THE RUSS

INSPIRED Tk
TERRIFIED THE CAPITALISTS

government, with horror and loath-
ing heard that the peasants had
seized the land, the workers had
seized the facrories, and the Soviet
leaders  were  appealing over the
heads of the warring governments
to the oppressed and suffering

millions, for peace in a shattered
world,

For the first time in history the
toiling masses had grasped the
state power firmly in their hands
under a revolutionary Marxist
leadership.

Testing Time For
Social Democracy

The events in Russia before the
November Revolution were che
historie testing time of the Russian
equivalents of our Labour leaders.
After the first revolution in March
1917, they were given the suppoit
of the overwhelming mass of -the
workers and peasants.
masses were disgusted and weary
in face of the barbarities of a war
from which, not they, but their
rulers: were reaping the benefit,
The workers had revolted against
their intolerable working and
living conditions, the peasants
hungered for the land on which
they laboured in the interests of

the landlords and banks, They
looked to the socialists, to the
Mensheviks for the fulfilment of

their hopes, and placed them in the
leadership.

These leaders, riddled with the
spirit of eompromise, proceeded to

hand the power over to the
capitalists. Instead of going for-
ward to smash ecompletely the

power of the exploiters, by aiding
the workers and peasants to take
over the factories, banks, land, and
mines, they held back the workers
struggles  against the capitalists,
the peasants’ struggles against the
landlords. They sought to
strengthen the capitalists by enter-
ing into a coalition government
with them. And behind the backs
of the suffering minsses who bad
placed them in power, ey planied

a  bloody intensifieation of the
slaughter on  the Eastern frout.
The workers and  peasants  were

| millions,

BY BILL HUNTER

government -revolutionary in words, but lacking in deeds.

In the outside world, the worker | frontiers. Among the Allies and
in the blood and slime of the |the Central Powers alike, the
trenches, the toiler in the field or | Soviet Government beeame  the
at the beneh, with wonder and hope | most maligned and  slandered
heard the news that a workers | government in the world. The
state was in creation in Russia., The capitalists tried desperately to
banker in his counting house, the | prevent their own workers from
capitalist politician in the halls of becoming iufected with the * Dol-

shevik virns.” With a barrage of
slander and misrepresentation they
attempted to drown the revelution-
ary international propaganda of
the Bolsheviks, who were appeal-
ing to the workers of the ‘woild
for aid, and urging them to over-
throw the war mongers.

In an attempt to deaden this
propaganda, which found ready
roots among the war weary

the German ruling class
aecused the Bolsheviks of being in
the pay of IEngland, while the
Allies accused them of being a
German puppet government. The
German  press declared “In the
Bolshevik movement the hand of
England is elearly seeil.” In
America, the anti-Dolshevik pro-
paganda  ineluded the publieation
of documents purporting to prove
that the DBolsheviks had signed an
agreement with the German Banks
for the joint exploitagion of
Russia, and that they had ¥(T:ciwd
50,000,000 roubles of eold for the
upkeep of the Red Guard, in retum
for which the lists of eandidates
for the Bolshevik Central Execu-
tive Committee were submitted to

the German Genernl Staff for
endorsement !

Capitalist slanderers and  for-
gerers worked night and day to

diseredit the Dolsheviks, as they
always will to diseredit any revolu-
tionary workers movement,
Towards the end of 1920, Scotland
Yard forged an entive issue of
“ Pravda,” and filled it with false

LENIN AND TROTSKY, 1917

SOCIALIST
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AN REVOLUTION

E WORKERS

Twenty-nine years ago this month, news of a world-shaking event began to trickle
out of Russia to the war weary masses and their ineredulous rulers,
leadership of the Bolsheviks, the Russian workers and peasants had seized power. They
had overthrown a Government, born on the iide of a revolution nine months before, a

Under the

news. This was admitted hy the
Home Secretary in  answers (o
questions  in  Parlinment  during
March 1921, °

Churchill In The Forefront

In Britain, right from the first
day of the revolution, the capitalist
wolf pack went in full ery, led by
Winston Churchill howling - about
the “ poison peril from the Kast.”
The fact that the Bolsheviks signed
peace with Germany, thus carry-
ing out the will of their own people,
and not that of the Western bank-
ing houses, intensified their on-
slanght., Tt is a frnitful task for
any worker to make a close study
of the hysterical slanders of our
ralers at this period, their de-
liberate forgeries and distortions, to
diseredit the first workers state.
Iere we ean learn what methods
they will always adopt when their
power, privilege and profits are
threatened. Thronghout the. tur-
bulent post-war years, wherever
the spectre of revolution reared its
head they met it with deceit,
slander, and military and economie

attacks.
Glory Of
World Working Class

That the Soviet Union withstood
the onslanght of British and world
capitalism, that it withstood the
long years of intervention and eivil
war, is to the glory of the world
working class. Tt was the mutiny
in the French fleet, the “dockers
strike and the threat of a general
strike* in Britain, the demonstra-
tions of solidarity by the workers
in every capitalist conntry, which
played a great part in defeating

e

the intervention of the ecapitalist
powers.  The existence of the
Soviet Union as the first workers’
state, the propaganda eof the PBol-

oces

sheviks, had a profound effect on
the working classes of the capitalist
nations. Ludendorf writes in his
Memoirs—* Looking back I can see
that our decline obviously began
with the outhreak of the revolution

in  Russia” When the peace
negotiations  between the Soviet

Union and Germany broke down in
1918 and the German army was
ordered to advance, the German
soldiers shot 42 officers and the
advauce had to be carried out by

volunteers. The probléms of
morale and workers’ discontent,
posed before Ludendorf by the
Russian Revolution, were posed
before every capitalist general and
politieian.

That the Soviet Union stood,
shows the firmness of its founda-
tion and pays tribute to the faith
with which it instilled the masses,
both of Russia and the world.
The Soviet Union owes its exist-
ence for 29 years to the fact that
it was born as the result of a
revolutionary transformation.

The aim of the revolution was to
place power firmly in the hands
of the working class, abolish all
privilege and rank, and oppression,
and for the first time, introduce a
genuine demoeracy for the toilers.
I_muin and Trotsky placed in the
forefront of their programme four
conditions on which the revelution
should base itself from the start:
1. Soviets (workmen's, peasants,
soldiers’ committees) elected
directly by the masses anid
with the right of instant
recall.

The abolition of the standing

army and its replacement by

the armed people. *

No permanent bureaucricy—

all to take part in the

functions of government.

4. No officials to have a higher
wage than the average work-

o

=<]

man.

Under the regime of Stalin the
soviets have long been abolished.
In their place exists a totalitarian
parliament—a caricature of a bour-
geols parliament since only one
candidate is permitted to stand in
Russian elections.

Under the regime of Stalin
ranks abolished by the revolution
ha_ve_ been reintroduced and
privileges far surpassing those of
the generals in capitalist countries,
have been created for the military
caste,

Under the regime of Stalin a
caste of bureancrats has been on-
trenched, a caste which has raised
itself ahove the people, living like
millionaires, and which has usurped
the power from the workers,

Under the regime of Stulin the
limitation of the wages of officials
to that of a skilled man has long
been abolished and instead Byzan.
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still exert their influence today.
 The support given by the workers
cof Burope to the Stalinist parties,
(is given in the belief that they
| represent the ideas and theories
i which aceomplished that sueccessful
I November overturn. Events have
tproved, and will continue to prove
otherwise.

Despite the fears of the ruling
classes, the last war was not
followed, or accompanied, by a
second Novewber, 1917, a second
successful  revolution.  Yet the
situation at the end of the second
world war was immensely favour-
ahle for the overthrow of eapital-
ism. In every country on the
Continent of Hurope the capitalist

class was diseredited, having in
the 1main collaborated with the
Nazis. The workers, in the

countries which the German army
occupied, were already armed, and
in  many areas ocenpying  the
factories. They gave mass support
to the Stalinist parties, whom they

believed, were a  revolutionary
force. Had these parties, mas-
querading uwder the name of

Communism, possessed even an iota
of Leninist policy and theory, they
could have gone forward to the
final routing of discredited eapital-
ism and today the workers would
have been masters of Europe. But,
instead of leading the workers
forward to the new society, they
bound them to the old, Behaving
as did the Mensheviks in Russia,
they proceeded to lay the basis for
a return of *he self confidence of
the capitalists. In the name of
national unity they collaborated
with their rulers and aided in dis-
arming the workers and rehabilita-
ting the capitalist state machine.
They deluded the workers that the
solution of their problems lay along
the road of Parliamentary
manoeuvres. In flagrant violation
of Leninism, they entered the
capitalist coalition -governments
maintaining the suppression of the
colonial peoples. The tale of their
betrayals of the principles of the

Russian revolution has been told,
step by step, in the * Socialist
Appeal” and other Trotskyist
publications.

T'he betrayal of the world working
class is also a betrayal of the -
Soviet Union. Despite the glorions
victories of the Soviet Union and
the faet that it has survived the
war this does mnot solve the
problems of the revolution nor does

it mean that Russia is moving
towards a Socialjst system of
society. Under the Stalinist

bureaucracy the movement is in
the oposite direction. Only a new
revolution in Russia which will up-
root and destroy the parasitic
bureaucracy will lead Russia back
to the principles of Communism.
This can best be served by the
struggle against world eapitalism
and imperialism and the introduc-
tion of workers’ regimes which
would spell the end of Stalinism in
Russia and throughout the world.

Ouly the Trotskyist movement -
L srries on in tl:e“tmditiou‘sr_ f the
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WORKING CLASS. The capitalists invest part of the
~_surplus produced by the workers, and spend part. But
the workers ean never absorb the goods they produce, over
a long period because they can never get sufficient in wages

pallltad ¥ w70l A NREY

to cover the censuzcers goosds which are produced. It is|

this which predueces slumps and erises. No amount of
regulation and controls will prevent a mew slump in the
next few years. ;

Hven the nationalised industries will not be run for the
lsenefit of the workers, for as Eden jeeringly commented in
a reeent sprech, they will be State capitalist enterprises
which will have to provide cheap fuel, gas, eleetricity and
cther services for the eapitalist class and its State,

The probiem of production ecannot be solved under
capttalism. ‘The present campaign for speed-up and more
intensive effort on the part of the workers means inereased
paxploitation, and profits for the employers. It will mean
increased unemployment and misery for the masses at a
later siage.

After the bitter experience of the last decades, the
working class recognises that the present period of “ full.
employment ” is fostered by the shortages caused by the
destruetion in the war, which has resulted in the present

beom, But that position cannot last more than a few
years. It can only prepare the way for a catastrophic
slump.

There is enly one way to get increased produetion in the
interests of the “ nation”, and not the bosses. 'That is by
taking over all big industry without eompensation AND
RUNNING IT UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE
WORKING CLASS. Oniy then can the resources of the
couniry be properly run and planned in the interests of
the masses. Undreamed of inereases in production could
be obtained with the initiative of the technicians and
workers employed and unleashed for the hersefit of all.

With a real socialist planned production the workers
would be willing to make the greabest sacrifices and
undergo the greatest strain knowing that this would not be
in the interests of a parasitie clique of capitalists, but for
the benefit of the working class.

But Sir Staftord Cripps has diseovered that the workers
are too ignorant to exercise control of produetion ! This
can only be done at the present time by the all-wise
bosses !

Together 'with the technicians, and in conjunetion with
them, the workers who every day of their lives experience
the rumning of all industry and transport, are the most
capable of direeting and organising the national economy.
it is all humbug, it is all eapitalist deception, that the
present owners of industry, or the State as such, possess
mysterious sourees of knowledge denied to the working
class. ‘The capitalists leave the rumming of industry to
technicians who are hired for this purpose. The
technicians ean be hired and eontrolled by the workers and
work for the benefit of sociefy.

The reason for bureauecratic control of the nationalised
industries is not based on the ignorance of the workers
but is purely political; a decision in the interests of the
employing elass.

The rosy dream of class collaboration will be shattered
on the rocks of the class struggle, 'With the workers, or
with the employers—that is the choice. There is no

middle way. Morrison, Cripps and the rest of the Labour
leaders have placed themselves on the side of the bosses !

strengthen the capitalists by enter-
ing into a coalition govermment
with them. And behind the ba:ks
nf the suffering moasses who bad
placed them in power, “hey plawed

a  bloody intensification of the
slaunghter ‘on the Kastern front
The workers and peasaiits  were

thus won to the Belsheviks as the
only consistent revolutionary foree,
the only force capable of earrying
ot their will by giving the land to
the neasants, bread to the workers
and peace to the peoples.

And

Most Maligned
Slandered Gevernment

The world ruling class met the
November vevolution and the ex-
propriation of the Rnssian ex-
ploiters with a  cry of hatred.
Their animosity knew no war

‘Too Red’—

There are in Britain at the present time, 388,000 German
Prisoners of War. They are employed mainly on agri-
cultural work or on Government local building projects.
They provide a source of cheap, unorganised labour to
farmers and other employers who hire their labour from
the Government.

Lahour Government intends  to

Living in mass camps, these un- ; t {
Tiold defenceless worker-prisoners in

fortunate prisoners arve forbidden to
have econtact or communication
with the eivilians in Britain, and
it 18 a criminal offence for =a
British civilian to speak or even
pass o cigarctte to these German
prisoners.

Recently there has taken place
organised demonstrations on the
part of some thousands of P.o.W.'s,
demanding that they be repatriated
in  accordance with the terms of
the Geneva Convention. In Suffolk,
some of these soldiers working on
farms conducted a form of strike,
despité great risk of arbitvary
punishment involved, by downing

tools at 5 p.m. sharp. Others in

to exploit them as slaves.

Almest simultaneously with the
publication of this plan, it is re-
vealed that German prisoners of
war are being brought to Britain
from  Germany. The “ New

that apart from holding half a
million, the Government is bringing
reinforcements to Britain.

Here is an example how the
scheme is worked in practice, as
related by a German prigoner:

“Too Red”

* From the largest camp in

Oxfordshire and  elsewhere de-| thig region the authorities have
veloped & campaign in the form specially selected one man  (oh,
of Jeaflet distribution. what magnanimity!) to be re-
Government’s “ Plan” patriated, In this camp there
are several old workers, with

On September 13th, the press families dependent on them and

skilled in their trade,” who spent
many Yyears in Hitler's con-
centration  camps, One  might
have thought that it would have

published a Government plan for
the sending home of 15,000 I’,0.W.'s
per  month, Apparently = the
Government” felt under compulsion

to at least pretend that it was been one of these that would
not violating the terms of the he selected for release. Sad
Geneva Convention in relation o illusion, alas! These comrades

were informed that they were too
red (some of them had been in
the German revolutionary move-

prisoners of war.
In reality, however, very little
ig changed. What are the facts?

LEven if this plan was adhered ment even at the time when it
to, - (according to the * News was led by Karl Tiebknecht,
Chronicle ” of September 13th, the and Rosa Lmxembourg) to be
first group which will return in eligible for release at the

moment, and that they were dis-
qualified anyhow, because they
came from the Russian zone fo

Octoher connts only 8,000) it would
take over 2 years before all these
(lerman prisoners reached their

homes. Or to put it bluntly: the which they wanted to réturn, |

this country for another two years:

Statesman and Nation” veported.

German P.O.W.s Told:

Nazis Selected for’
Repatriation

Selected

Instead, the Camp leader was
selected—a member of the Nazi
Party !

Needless to say, the comments
the P.o.W.s on this was

One Nazi

of

hardly any more favourable than.

was their reception of the news
that the Nuremberg Tribunal
had let off Papen, Schacht, and
Fritsche scot free.

Everyone knows that his re-
lease is due to the very friendly
terms on which he found himself
with the Camp Commandant.

We have good reason to believe
that this is far from being an
isolated incident, but that it is
what is happening in P.o.W.
camps all over the country.”

Release The Slaves !

There has been a great hue and
¢ry in Britain over Hitler's use
of slave labour. But Hitler’s
slaves received more than 13d. per
hour!

In its policy towards these
German  prisoners, the Labour
Government uacts as lackeys of the
capitalists. It betrays and dis-
eredits the basie traditions of class
solidarity and democratic liberty
gained by the working class move-
ment by decades of struggle.

Socialist aad Communist
Workers |  Protest against the
continned imprisonment of German
fellow workers Demand the imme-
diate and unconditional repatriation
of all prisoners of war in Britain
or British held territory.

For international solidarity !

Sl QUUvL LI PEOpIc, Lving like |

millionaires, and which has usurped
the power from the workers,

_ Under the regime of Stalin the
limitation of the wages of offiials
to that of a skilled man has long
been abolished and instead Byzan-

line exeesses are indulged in by
the bureaucrats and a  capitalisi
law of inheritance to safeguard

their savings has heen introduced
imto the Stalinist constitution,
Lenin's teachings have long heen
r‘:"r‘:”“i‘ll and. to draw attention to
his words as the fundamental basis
of the workers’ state in  Russia
today, would court certain execn-

ti‘rm ﬁ_n- “counter-revolationary
Trotskyism.”
Nin¢e the revolution there Thas

grown up a monstrous bureancracy,
and, one by one, the conquests of
that revolution have been lost, till
the nationalised property alone
remains.  The ruling bureaucracy,
while seeking to use the traditions
of Bolshevism when it suits its
intvl:z-.\:ls. tramples upon the Dol-
shevik  ideas. The tremendons
events of November 1917 however,

struggle against world capitalism
and imperialism and the introdue-
tion of workers’ rvegimes which
would spell the end of Stalinism in
Russia and throughout the world.

Only the Trotskyist movement
carries on in the traditions of the
Russian revolution. Minority
parties, as the parties of the Fourth-
International are today, we are
confident that, tomorrow, the
workers will be forced by events to
recognise  the correetness of our
programme,  We are confident that
the workers, in their majority, will
realise that the Bolshevik theory
which made the Russinn Revolution
possible, which made possible the
mighty spectacle of the Russinn
workers and peasants proving that
the oppressed  classes  cnn rule:
that this theory offers the only way
out of the nightmare of |'.'I]Ii|l||thI‘l.
We are confident that the future
will prove that the true inheritor
of this theory, the true inheritor of
the: traditions of the TRussian
Revolution, is the Fourth Inter
[luiiun:ll, world party of Trotuky
ism.

US. Shipyard Firm Stole
1,600 per cent. War Profits

Reprinted from the “ MILITA

The facts in the current seandal,
the stuggering profits made by the
big. shipping corporations in World
War IL are so smelly, that they
have broken through all efforts to
conceal them. Even as Wall
Street is preparing for World War
ITI and still bigger profits, some of
the facts about the billions they
swindled out of the last war are
nrow leaking out.

Evidence placed before the House
Merehant Marine Committee by
the Maritime Commission last
week revealed that 19 shipbuilding
firms made an estimated
_$35U,(,N)U,OOO in profits on a total
investment of $22979275. This
represents 1,600 per cent. in pro-
fits over eapital investment.

The biggest shipping monopolists
are Fl-ying to shift the brunt of the
inguiry against the Henry Kaiser
interests. This wartime new-
comer in the monopoly game in-
vested only $100,000 in one of his
corporations and drew out the prize
of $43,647,026 in profits.

But the other shipping swindlers
did just as well. DPermanente
Metals Corporation invested $460,-

and reaped a profit of
$58,840,885.

Bethlehem---Fairfield Shipyards
invested $1,000,000 and got back
$53,906,980 in profits.

California’s Shipbuilding Corpos-
ation  invested  $600,000 and
squeezed out £44,423,014 in profits.

Oregon Ship Building Corpor-
ation reaped $40,930564 on an
original investment of $£550,000,

North Carolina Ship Building

Corporation invested  $3.000,000
and profited to the tune of
$27,645,020.

Todd Touston Ship Duilding

Clorporation geined $13,678,303 on
an investment of $689,200.

Marinship Corporation got

NT ”, US.A.

$11.5871,840 on its
$500,000.

On a tiny investment of $G00,
the St. Johns River Ship Building
Corporation came up with F208,000
in profits !

investment of

Five other firms; J. A. Jones
Construction  Clo.,  Consolidated
Steel Corporation, Idust Coast
Shipyavds, McClosky & Co. and
Southeastern Ship  Duilding  Cor-
poration invested a  total of
F880.811 and  eame  out  with

$1I(),-}4.‘;.£i1_7 to the good.
e e —

JOCK HASTON

will speak at the following places

during the month of November:
SHEFFIELD
Burngreave Vestry,

(1d. ecar stage from City Centiv)
Firth Park via Pitsmoor
WEDNESDAY, 20th NOV,,
at 7.30 p’m.

Subject :
THE FUTURE OF THE
LABOUR GOVERNMENT.

NOTTINGHAM
The People’s Hall,
Heathcote Street,
THURSDAY, 21st NOV,,
: at 7.30 p.n.
Subject :
THE LENINIST ATTITUDE
TO THE
. LABOUR GOVERNMENT.

ROTHWELL, Nr. LEEDS
SUNDAY, 24th NOV,,
at 7.30 p.m.

Subject :

THE LENINIST ATTITUDE
' TO THE
LABOUR GOVERNMENT.
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CEYLON

GENERAL STRIKE

Trotskyists in Leadership

A gengral

organise in trade umions.

According to wveports in the
“Pimes” cand the * Manchester
Guardian,” the strike was led by

the Ceylon - Trotskyists. The
Mimes " stated : »
“ Phe  so-ealled  Trotskyists

also
gas-
services
to

who organiged the strike
command road transport,
works and hospital
unions whleh are expected
strike at any moment.”
On 23rd September, the * Man-
chester Guardian” reported the
nrrest of Dy, Perera, a Trotskyist
lender in Ceylon :

“he  Ceylon strike leader,
Pr. N. M. Perera, was arrested
at dawn today and later released.
A deputation of strikers received
by the Governor refused to come
to terms without Dr. Perera’s
wbtendance,

“ Another Conference was held
with the Governor in the after-
noon at which Dr. Perera was
present but the strike situation
remained unchanged.”

Mhe bulk of the strikers were
vinloyed ut Government-owned
wtnhilishiments, railways, postal and

strike took plaee in Ceylon during the last
weeks of October in sympathy with those sections of the
workers striking for higher wages and the right to

electrical uudertakings. The rail-
way and electrical workers who
ecame out on strike, were joined by
3,000 harbour workers, and they
were joined by thousands of
workers in essential government
departments.

The fact that the strike

developed into a general strike is
an indication of the tremendous
militant mood developing among all
sections of the Ceylonese working
class, A very important factor
that betokens the likely success of
the strike is the unecompromising
leadership of the Ceylon Trotsky-
ists, which un'ike the rveformist
traitors at the head of the trade
unions, will not capitulate to the
government or sell the workers
oyt.
There are in Ceylon two Trot-
kyist Parties, -the Bolshevik
Leninist Party of India (Ceylon
Unit), official seetion of the Fonrth
International, and the Lanka Sama
Samaj Party, of which Dr. Perera
is a member. Fusion negotiations
have begun between the two
organisations.

Builders Threatened
with E

(Continued from Page 1.)

and 2 must get out.

hig proves the hopeless muddle
e Ministry of Labour, Red: Lion
Hiunre have got into.  But the faect
of the matter remains that the
building workers are the sufferers.
* You Want Houses — We
Want Homes ”
Yes, we workers who gave our
hest during the blitz, who came

from Ireland, Wales, Scotland and
the Midlands of England to keep

ihe roofs over the heads of our
follow workers® families, and those
workors  who were out in  the|
hinttlefields, are today faced with
(he prospects of evietion with the
mountain for a doorstep
moon for a blanket,

In this artielo I have given you

and the |

t "As we go to press, notices have

n t-

the troth dun a  plain
worker's fashion, Think
und help us to help you. You want
honses, we want homes. The
hostels have been our homes for
years; we are prepared to con-
tinne to live in hostels and build
your homes.

If you ure preparved to fight with
us, help us by having the matter
taken up at your trade union
branch. Write to your local M.P.
and support us fully in any line
of action we may deem it necessary
to take. Only in this way can we
achieve justice for the building
worker and decent living aceom-
modarirln for the *penple of Britain.

®

building
it over,

been withdrawn from 50 of these
building workers on W.B.A. The
fight iz continuifig for the othens.

B

GERMAN WORKERS
VOTE LABOUR

(Uontinued from Page 1)

Reichstag after the Nazis came 10
power in a futile effort to retain a
legal existence, should not only
have retained their support, but
gained at the expense of the
Communist Party can only be ex-
piained as the reviilsion of the
masses from  the  totalitarian
Stalinist regime.

In Herlin the process is striking.
Here, pre-llitler, the Stahnists'
were the strongest IParvy—lar
stronger than the Social Demo-
crats. . To-day,’ despite the over-
whelming  superiority ot tne
“ Sociahist Unity Party '’ in re-
sources propaganda apparatus,
paper, €ic, they were over-
whelmingly defeated. The Stalin-
ists also suffered heavy defeats in
their traditional strongholds—Ham-

burg, the Ruhr, Leipzig and
Dresden.
The German workers want

socialism: but they want a geni-
ine workers' democracy, not the
caticature of Stalinism, which has
no power of attraction for those
who haye witnessed it -at close
quarters,

Schumacher, leader of the Secial
Democrats proclaimed the victory
as  one denoting the desire of
‘ peace, [reedom, democracy and
socialism.”’ - In this the reformist
party received the votes, not as an
uncritical approval for the policy
of reformism, but because there
was no alternative.

The significance of the vole for
the Christian Democrats is that it
confirms a trend which has devel-
oped throughout Western Europe.
The defeat of the Nazis has com-
pleted the disillusionment of the
middle ¢lass, The capitalists have
organised the despairing middle
class round the banner of “‘Christ-
ian Democracy’’ as a counter-
weight to the workers’ parties and
to socialism. The absence of a bold
revolutionary  policy by  the
workers' parties which could rally
the middle class, has resulted in
their crystallisation round this
axis.

COLLAPSE OF THE NAZIS
However, what is confirmed by
the elections, is the utter collapse
of the Nazis. The assiduous culti-
vation of the myth by the Tories,

" Now Bevin, too has criticised
the extent of the Polish annexa-

tions as a thrust against the
Kremlin. -
While in the Anglo-American

zones, industry has remained «n a
stagnant level, in the Russian
zone reconstruction has develsped
under the control and for the
benetit of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy; Taking advantage of the
refusal of the Stalinists to inte-
grate the economy of their zone
with ‘Western occupied Germany,
the Allies have used this as a pre-
text to remounce the terms of the
Potsdam Agreement. The Ameri-
can' imperialists are even toying
with the idea of a loan to Ger-
many.

Bevin has emphasised the new
policy in his latest review of
toreign policy . in the House of
Commons. The level of industry
to be allowed in Germany is to be
revised on a much higher ievel. In
the British zone, coal, steel, heavy
engineering, chemucals and other
heavy industry to be nationalised

under military government
control. The Social Democrats,
leaning for support on

British imperialism and a Western
orientation, have eagerly jumped

at the hint, and while hailing
Bevin's references to industry
have commenced an agitation

against the unjust frontiers in the
East. Thus, while denouncing the
Socialist Unity Party for refecting
the intergsts of Moscow, the Sociat
Demosrif: anxiously reflect trends
of British foreign policy.

FOR A
COMMUNIST GERMANY

But the disagreements between
the Allies, and the attempt to
balance Germany against each
other, will have unexpected re-
sults for the victors. In the East-
ern zone a continuation of the
revival of Germany for the benefit

of the occupiers, is bound to give |

rise to a eritical mood amoag the
masses. In the Western zone the
organisation of German industry
will crashion the contradictions of
restored capitalist economy, It
can only 4ead Germany to a new
economic slump and collapse, as
did the reyival after the last war.
Ltionalisation ~of only

i i nde ; tic

Tabihe “and Communist: Party heavy indgstry undcr‘pureallcm

Jeaders that the fascists possess |Military fontrol, without .Plalf:'

a mass basis in Germany has been |DB8, contgol i‘-ﬂd }ﬂlt‘at'l\{‘e B

shown to be utterly false by  this | Bands of the German workers, can

election. ‘only pri _the way for a mew
The isolated deeds of tersor ang WESACHOD ¢

violence have been met wit
hostility from the working class.
To: Qért+danrt +he hbambonlanted hy

pevs! Of A TEst
be to

T.U.C.

BY C. VAN
THE FIVE

“ GROWING TOGETHER”

FAR SINCE
LABOUR PARTY.

‘Lhe prediction or tae “atly
Leiegrapn’  that tne LOngress
wouid dgevelop 1nto 'a DIst ciass
trial o1 strength between the
socialisty (sovernment and 1ts most
powertul prop, une lrade Umon
congress has not been borne out
Dy events.

1hat tms process of identifying
the Trade Unions with the capital-
15t State is a conscious one on the
part of the ‘lransport House
leadership, was clearly revealed by
M7, Chartes Dukes 1 the Presiden-
tial Address with which ne opened
the conference, Referring to the
(o vernments natienalisation
policy, he said:

‘“Itaditional trade union prac-

tice constrained us to drive the

hardest possible bargains with
employers, and to impose many
restrictive measures to protect
the workers’ investment in the
industry. ;
There have been good reasons
for the reluctance of unions to
countenance the piece-work sys-

tem, and those technigques of
time and motion study, and
methods of scientific manage-

ment, associated with capitalist
industry, but I suggest that in
the new situation resulting from
socialising legislation and the
closer association of unions with
these problems of industrial
management, the unions will
have to reconsider their attitude
towards many of these restric-
tive methods and practices."’

In plain language, the Number
One spokesman for Transport
House makes it clear that the
Trade Union bureaucrats will sup-
port any attempt to introduce the
Bedaux or Taylor systems or other
forms of speed-up and rationalisa-
tion processes in the nationalised
industries. This is a grave danger
against which the organised Labour
Movement must be on guard. Not
one of the delegates showed a
proper awarengss of what was in-
volved in this infamous proposal
of Dukes, and the ‘‘Daily Worker"'

also, was silent on this question.
THE CLOSED SHOP
The discussion on the Closed
Shop ended in a typical com-
promise,| Delegate after delegate
rose to.defend the tradifional con-»

ceptlon of §he Closed Shop—to
compel employers to make Trade

. DAY CONGRESS OF
REVEALED THAT THE PROCESS OF

APPARATUS AND THE STATE HAS GONE VERY
THE COMING

‘back. the palicy. of the Kremlin,

Unionism a condition of employ-

1946

GELDEREN

THE T.U.C.
THE
OF THE TRADE UNION

The Government i nationalising
the mines is inheriting all the prob-
lems cveated by the coal barons in
theiy rapacious exploitation of the
mining industry. In the debate on
the coa] situation on October 16th,
the Government, however, pul the
onus on the workers. Having richly
compensated the coalowners, the
Government appeals to the miners
to sweal as mever before to pro-
duce more coal for the rehabilita-
tion of British capitalism. Indeed,
what Mr. Bevin said in the debate
on Housing on October 21st ap-
plies equally Lo the coal industry:
“ We had to intervene to im-
prove conditions in the foundry
and brick industries, and in indus-
try after industry. In other words,
the Socialist Governmenlt had to
come to the rescue of capitalism in
each one of the industries.”

How perfectly the latier sentence
sums up the whole policy of the
Labouyr Government at home and
abroad, And so the function of a
" socialist ' government is. to
“come Lo the vescue of capital-
ism!”’  Such “‘socialists’ defile the
wmme of socialism every time they
utter if.

T0 POWER OF THE

a sliding seale of wages gorrespond-
ing to the vise in the cost of
living.

During the discussion on pro-
duction, many delegates voiced
the uneasiness of the rank-and-file
Trade Unionigts at the Govern-
ment's nationalisation policy and
there were strong objections to the
high rates of compensation paid.
Not one delegate, however; drew
the necessary sharp distinction be-
tween the Labour Government's
nationalisation policy, which leaves
the capitalist system intact, and a
genuine policy of socialism. This
would have raised the issue of pay-
ing any compensation at all and
would have introduced the thorny
question of “Workers' Control.”
Arthur Horner put forward the
Stalinist position which aims at a
revival of the war-time Joint-pro-
duction Committees. He was sup-
ported, not surprisingly, by Lord
Citrine, whose comments on this
score is quoted with approval by
~ R, Campbell in the “‘Daily
Worker."’ :

UNEASINESS GROWS

Not withstanding the success ot
the platform in keeping the Con-
gress in line; the Brighton Con-
gress, much more than the Bourne-
mouth Conference of the Labour
Party, revealed a growing dissatis-
faction within the - trade union
movement at the policy pursued
by the Government. This was
shown most clearly in the debate
on Foreign Policy, where the
resolution condemning thé Govern-
ment’s policy was only narrowly
defeated, despite the dramatic in-
tervention of the Prime Minister

Let us tuwrn to one of our so-
called “‘Communist’* representa-
tives, Mr. Phil Piratin, e spoke
of the present period in Britain as
“this first stage of Socialism’'!
during the debate on amendments
to the Fair Wages Clause on Octo-
ber 14th, The Communist Party
tpo, sows. ilfusions in reformism
and in the possibility of a peace-
ful transformation  to  socialism
throwgh the capitalist parliament-
ary machine,

himself. From this point of view it is no
Attlee’s attack against ‘the | different to the Labour Pavty—

Stalinists was dictated by the | both serve to betray the cause of

formidable support they gained |socialism.

among the delegates at the T.U.C.

This reflected the penetration of o * *

the C.P. into the T.U. machinery.

Attlee utilised the totalitarian The Foreign Under-Secretary,

regime of the Stalinist bureaucracy
in order to obscure the role of the
Labour leaders as agents of British |

My. Mayhew, in reply to a ques-
tiom on Oclober 14th, revealed
that £11,000,000 had been spent

imperialism. on supplying arms and equipment
It is true, of course, that much to the Greek Government. This
of the opposition came from figure vnly covers up HIE Januwury

1946. Subsequent estimates are nol
yet complete, but the DBritisl—.
Government will bear the cost of
maintaining the Greek Army uniil
March 1947, as the Greek Govern-
ment cannol pav—and. the original

Stalinist-controlled delegates; who

whiclh is every bit ‘as reactionary
as that of Bevir and Byrnes, the
c:uphemistic references  to the
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the prospects of eviction with the !

moeuntain for a doorstep and the
moon for a blanket.
In this artiele T have given yeu

As we go to press, notices have
been withdrawn from 50 of thess
building workers on W.B.A. The
fight is continuilig for the others.

TrotskyistsContest
Elections

INDIA, September 17—

The Trotskyists in Ceylon
plan a full list of candidates
in the coming election.

A preliminary slate of 15 nom-
inees has already been announced
by the Ceylon Unity of the Bol-

shevik-Leninist Party of India,
section of ‘the Fourth Inter-
national, )

The constituencies and the

names ol the candidates are
follows :
COLOMBO NORTH:

Soma Wickramanayake
COLOMBO CENTRAL:

M, Henry Peiris
COLOMBO SOUTH:
Bernard Soysa
WEILAWATTE-GALKISSA:
Dy, Colvin R. de Silva
AMBAIANGODA-

BALAPITIY A:

P. H. William de Silva
BADULLA: [. C. T. Kotalwala
HAPUTALE: A. Palchamuttu
GAMPAHA: Edmund Samakody
NEGOMBQO:

Dy. Hector H. Fernando
KALUTARA:

Cholmondeley Goonewardene
KOQTAGALLA: 5. Chelligh
MASKELLIYA:

T. E. Pushparajan

NUWARA ELIYA:
Lovenz Perara

BANDARAWELA:
Heotor Abayawardena

DEHIOWITA:

H. J. Dharmawardena
...The Ceylon Unity of the Bol-
shevik Leninist Party (India) an-
nounces that this list of candidates
is subject to revision “‘if and

as

EDITORIAL NOTES :
Trotskyists in Conference
* Peace ” Conference in Paris
Stalinists and Squatters.

TL.8.8.R.:. NON-PROLETARIAN
AND NON-BOURGEOILS
STATIS By Leon Trotsky

INDIAN. CONSTITUENT
ASSEMBLY

when' any electoral agreement is
reached among the working class
parties.
AMERICA

The American Trotskyists,

Y BRI NUIE e SRR S SN e T, | SRt R
shown to be utterly false by this
election.

The isolated deeds of tentor augd LI#2C

violence have been met with
hostility from the working class.
In Stuttgart, the bomb.planted by
the Nazis as an act against the
American military government was
answered by a 15-minute protest
strike by ~ 125,000  Stuttgart
workers, This was not for love of
the American military govern-
ment, but as a warning to the
Nazis.

ALLIES MODIFY POLICY
The antagonism between Anglo-
American 1mperialism ‘and the
Stalinist bureaucracy = which has
openly manifested itsell since the

collapse of Nazi Germany has led

the Socialist Workers' Party, ! the Allies to modify their attitude

are running eighteen candi-
dates in  the forthcoming
Congressional® Klections,

towards the German problem.
Germany still remains the heart

of Europe and her destiny largely

determines. the relation of for-ss

In a vicious attempt to stifle all and the destinies of the European
small workers parties, the Demo- | peoples. Under stress of economic
cratic Party has appealed to the:facts and the game of power nol-
New York Supreme Court to ban itics, the Allies are abandoning

the SSW.P.;

ority parties from the poll, Thou- |

sands of dollars have been spent

1 to ensure the success of this
blatant attack on' democratic
liberties. ‘The Judge chosen to

hear the case is known to be
prejudiced, as he ruled against the
Stalinists in similar circumstances
in 1940.

The S.W.P. has appealed to all
the Parties involved (the Stalinist
C.P., the Workers Party, the
Socialist Parly) to make a joint
defence and to all working-class

organisations for support. Not
merely has no response to the
appeal for joint defence been

given, but the “‘Socialist Party"
of Narman Thomas has appealed
to the Courts to restrain the
S.W.P. from using '‘ Socialist’’ n
its name, This treacherous attack
was launched -after the Democratic
Party's offensive on the minority
parties had begun.

Among the list of candidates are
Joseph Hansen, Grace Carlson,
Farvell Dobbs, (George  Breit-
man, and William E, Bohannan.

EVERY WORKERS'
LIBRARY SHOULD
CONTAIN :

The First

Five Years
of the

Comintern

By LEON TROTSKY
(Recently Published)

10/-

and three other min- ! the policy of Vansittartism and the

"

' pastoralisation ot Germany.
But this does not mean a change
of heart on the part of the great
powers; it merely means that they
desire to-use Germany as a nawn
in the struggle for mastery over
Europe, and as points of vantage
against each other.

Molotov’s recent speech in fav-
our of a united CGermany, and
opposing the separation of the
Rhineland, which was echoed by a
fervent spate of propaganda by
the Socialist Unity Party for a
united and centralised Reich, is
a reflection of the Stalinist plans
to win the support of the German
masses and deominate Germany,

Dyrnes” speech suggesting revis-
ion of the present Polish frontier
with Germany (which has meant

in Silesia)
buttal.

the

hands of German workers, can

the way for a new

the liking of the Allied rulers of
Germany, It will restore the self-
confidence and energy of the
working elass. It will prepare the
way for their revolutionisation,
pal:ticularly among the youth of t.hu
Social  Democrats  and  Stalinist
Parties. This can prepare the
way for the genuine Marxist party
in Germany—a mass Revolutionary
Communist Party which will fight
for a_ communist solution,

The rosd out for Germany lies
in  the integration of dynamic
German. industry with European
economy. This would lead to an
undreamed of increase in the stan-
dard of living of the German au.d
European peoples. But it 1Is
absolutely impossible under cap-
italism, Only a Socialist Germany
united with a Socialist Europe
can bring peace and plenty (o
Europe:

The workers of Britain must
assist the rebirth of German
cocialism by demanding the with-
drawal of all the armies of occu-
ﬁatiou. Let the German workers
deal with the Nazis and their
capitalist backers. The election
results demonstrate that they have
the will and the desire to do so.

the annexation of an enormous|The German workers will give
streteh of former German territory [short shrift to any attempt at
was the American re-|Nazi revival if they have the

power to do so.
(Continuwed from Page 2) - the cumbersome  constitutional
. Welsh dispute, it was decided |@rbitration machinery and the

by the Council’s Central Strike

Committeg to order a resump-

tion of work as and from

Sunday.”’

Further evidence of the author-
ity of the unofficial Busmen's
Council was provided by the fact
that at a mass meeting of Swansea
Busmen in spite of the instruction
of the District Organiser ol the
T. & G.W.U. to return to work, a
decision to await the word of the
unofficial body was made.

Other significant features'of the
South Wales busmen's strike were
the solidarity of the workers who
were inconvenienced by the strike.
Such solidarity is explained by the
growing tide of resentmen! against

officials of the Trade Unions who
shunt all grievances into this dead
end,

This resentment has now found
organised expression—the demo-
cratic rank and file Busmen's
Council, many of the leading
members of which raised the next
step for the council:

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE
DEMOCRATISATION OF THE
UNIONS :

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE
REPEAL OF TIHE NATIONAL
ARBITRATION ORDER WHICH
MAKES ALL STRIKES ‘UN-

OF{TICIAL.'

|

|

ML, TR SR Sl WP W

Shop ended in' a typical com-
promise. Delegate after delegate
Tose taade.fenﬂ the tradifional con-+
ceptlon of Fhe Closed Shop—to
compel employers to make Trade
Unionism a condition of employ-
ment, This embodies the elemen-
tary working-class demand for the
right to hire and fire. Under pres-
sure from the General Council, the
final resolution left it to each in-
dustry to decide what form the
“‘Closed Shop'' should take.

40-HOUR WEEK

Despite valiant efforts on the
part of the platform—ably assisted
by ''Communist’”’ Arthur lorner,
to draw the red herring of increased
production across the discussion on
the Forty-hour Week, the rank-
and-file delegates refused to be
sidetracked. Many of them have.
vivid memories of the grim days
of unemployment and slump and
they know full well that when the
present ‘‘boom’’ is over, the em-
ployers will be in a far stronger
position to resist the demands of
the workers.

Delegates made it clear, in no
uncertain fashion, that the organ-
ised workers of Britain were out
for the Forty-Hour Week and that
nothing was going to stop them
getting it. They passed a resolu-
tion in favour of an immediate
approach to the Government to
make the forty-hour week law
within the shortest possible time,
and from the mood of the speeches
it was evident that the workers in
the Unions were not inclined to
stop at supplication to the govern-
ment to achieve this objective.

A WAGES POLICY FOR LABOUR

There was an air of unreality
about the discussion on a National
Wages policy. Mr. Deakin, on be-
half of the General Council claimed
that the present wage-negotiating
machinery was all that was re-
quired, a statement to which
numerous ‘‘unofficial strikes’” in
the past twelve months give the
direct lie, But the demand that
the Government fix a national
minimum wage is one which the
Congress rightly rejected. We are
living in a period of rising prices
and the minimum wage which
might prove adequate to-day to
cover the bare unecessities of life,
will be hopelessly inadequate in a
vear or two. Wages must be
pegeged to the cost of living. The
Labour Movement must fight for

SERRUP. TR
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of the opposition came from
Stalinist-controlled delegates, who

baclk the policy of the Kremlin,

-which 4s every bit ‘as reactionary

as that of Bevin and Byrnes, the
euphemistic = references to the
Soviet occupied territories as
“new democracies’’ nothwithstand-
ing. There is, however, a genuine
rank-and-file uneasiness at the
Labour Government's line-up be-
hind the expansionist plans of
American Imperialism; at Bevin's
active support of the Dutch and
British 0il magnates in Indonesia;
his cynical defence of the suppres-
sion of the Greegr Trade Unions;
and the Labour Goverment's open

boast of the ‘‘continuity’’ of
British Foreign Policy, which
means the ‘‘continuity’’ of the

same imperialist policies pursued
by the Tories.

Mr. Attlee's sharp attack on the
Communist Party and the Soviet
Union was nothing less than an
attempt to cover up the Govern-
ment’s sordid record in the field
of foreign policy—undoubtedly its
most vulnerable point.

THE LESSON OF BRIGHTON

The Brighton Congress drives
Lhome once again the necessity for
the Trade Union movement to
purge itsell of the old leadership
and to build up a new leadership
from the ranks. Most of the present
leaders of the movement rose to
these positions in the days when
the capitalist . system could still
make concessions to the workers.,
Even where they have not been
corrupted in one way or another,
they are hopelessly inadequate io
the tasks which confront the Trade
Union movement in the present
period. With the current shortage
of labour and the desperate need
of British capitalism to increase
production, the organised workers
are in an impregnable position to
launch a full-scale attack on the
citadel of capitalism and to take
it by storm. They are being held
back by the bureaucratic machine
and by a cowardly and corrupted
leadership.

Brighton has revealed that the
first stirring of revolt is there. The
Trade Unionists of Britain must
now go forward to a policy of

strugele, not only against the
hosses, but against the official
leadership = which acts as the

agents of the boss class within its
ranks,

Child Labour

(Continued from Page-1)

‘are not touched ujon.

Ag the children concerned are

the sons and daughters of the
working class, the organised

Labour Movement must take full
charge of them. They must be
delivered from the hands of the
charitably disposed Duchesses and
other members of the ruling class
who try to ease their consciences

with some ‘‘social work.” The
Trade Tnions, the Co-operative
Movement and the Labour Partv
must draw, up a plan to under-
take the supervision of all desti-
tute or bereaved children. This
abominable system of child slavery
must be abolished NOW.

figure only covers wp HIl Janwury
1946, Subsequent estimates ave not
yet complete, but Lhe Britisk
Government will bear the cost of
maimtaining the Greek Avmy until
March 1947, as the Greek Govern-
ment cannot pay—and the original
scales are to be increased. And in
addition the cost of mainlaining
British ‘troops lhere comes to u
Jurther £1,000,000 a month.

~ This “‘coming to the rescue” of
Greek veaction is thus costing the
British worker a tidy little sum.

Red
Army

(Continuwed from Page 1)

officers’ pay is tax fre¢ and that
officers have the right according to
a recently passed law, to per-
manent allowances,

These facts have never drawn
an answer or denial from Stalinist
leaders although they have re-
ceived wide publicity -

RED ARMY UNDER TROTSKY

When Trotsky created the Red
Army social and economic distine-
tions between all ranks' remained
extremely slight. The Red officers
—especially those who belonged to
the Communist Party, were res-
tricted ko an extremely spartan
mode of life. In 1924, the pay of a
corps commander was 150 roubles,
corresponding roughly to the wage
earned by a  well-paid metal
warker. It was 25 roubles below
the “‘Party maximum,'' the largest
monthly salary that a member of
the Party was allowed to accept in
those days. The commander of a
division received 100 roubles per
month, and a company commander
43 roubles. A group leader, non-
commissioned officer received 15
roubles a month.

Military titles officers’ heirarvchy
were liquidated and saluting was
abolished.  There was no special
officers’  mess and the meals of
officers and meén were prepared in
the same kitchen, Communist offi-
cers seldom were the badges of
their rank off duty. The oath of
the Red Army soldier contained a
vow of allegianee to international
socialism  and  world revolution.
The army was based upon the con-
ception of the armed militia.

Not only has the name of the
Red Army been changed by Stalin,
but the entire structure and social
and - economic relations have
changed. Communist workers have
the duty to analyse these changes,
and draw Marxist conclusions,
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