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WOLVES OVER ITALY

With eynieal disregard for the * Atlanti¢ Charter ”, the
“United Nations Charter” and all the other professed
aims for which the recent war was supposed to be fought,
the most humiliating “ peace” terms are being imposed
on the new Italian Republic. '

In 1943, Mr. Churchill proclaimed that Italy could
*“work her passage home ™, by which he meant that if the
Italian people participated in the last stages of the war

GRAY.

when

arsinst Germany, she would be let nff li-htlv
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Labour Leaders Sell
Out to Steel Bosses

BY JOCK HASTON
THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT HAS MADE A
SHAMEFUL CAPITULATION TO THE STEEL
BARONS IN ITS PROPOSED PLAN TO
NATIONALISE THE STEEL INDUSTRY.
This retreat in face of the become a State owned capitalist

threats of the Steel monopolists not
to co-operate with the Government
in its plan for nannndlhutmn and
indeod to sabotage that pian, has
Leen prepared step by step during

conjunction with the State.

effective control will remain
the given group. of monopolists but

trust, but to remain as a privately
owned monopely trust, to work in

The
with

the past few weeks. the workers will be tied and
The final capitulation is revealed | chained with the bureaucratie

in a statement issued by the | State regulations.

Minister of Supply, Mr. Wilmot, This is the economic structure

and especially in the comments of
the capitalist press on that state-
ment.

Nationalisation Shelved
The

expression, and has
tions of the workers
Labour into Power.

original aim of the Govern-

to which Fascism has given classie
nothing, in
common’ with the aims and aspira-
who

put

Patriotism—At A Price !

ment had  been to set up a co- The lack of that * patriotism *
ordinating Board for the Steel |jy the capitalists, which they are
industry, which would also prepare | oo ooncerned to instil into  the

a more or less Hll(ﬂ-sdy (m-,(:()rdmg. Hlillds of the \\'Ol'l{ihg clnss.

is seen

to Labour Party standards) plan | by the statement in  the Daily
of nationalisation, but this latter | Pelegraph dealing with the re-

proposal is to be shelved in  the
nctual Doard which is being set

of London to the
up and treated separately. Thus

Supply statement:

the statement which defines the “ Yesterday's announcement by
tnsk of the Board has the follow- the Government of its revised
ing to say : palicy in relation to the steel |

The Board will *
Minister,
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trate, unaer the on the effect of releasing. the
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THE RAND'S BIGGEST GOLD MINES WERE CLOSED DOWN
OF 50,200 NATIVE MINE WORKERS
DEMANDING HUMAN {ONDITIONS AND A MINIMUM WAGE
A DAY.

The Government's methods of dealing with the African miners equal in terror, those
of any faseist regime. Miners who staged a sit-down strike at Nigel mine were followed
underground and attacked by the police. In othrer mines defenceless workers were chased
to work from compounds by armed police. Other workers were shot down and erushed
under heavy army lorries.

SIX OF

A procession of tobacco® workers marching to attend a meeting were stopped by the police who gave

them three minutes to disperse, and thén charged them with pick-handles, batons, truncheons, slashing
them to pieces.
Pregnant women in the procession were Ild mpled on and kicked, knocked down and left injured

lying on the road.
The police drove back more than 4,000 Africing, who were marching towards Johanuneshurg, and also

made charges into the mine compounds. After pojice had arvested a large number of strikers, for refusing
to go on the morning shift at Robinson Deep and Nourse mines, 66 people appeared in court for refusing
to start work. : »

After three days, official police stated that £ Africans had been killed, 41 seriously injured, and 405
injured in clashes.

SMUTS NOT INTERESTED

General Smuts, the great “ demoerat”, hassstated he was not concerned bhecanse the strike was
cansed not by legitimate grievances but hy * agitators.” !

African miners arve appealing, to the Dritish Mrade Union Congress for support in their demand for
1 g

the elementary right to strike. The organised Bwitish working class movement hus the duty and the
responsibility to bring pressure te hear on the regetionary Smuts’ Government to _grant the African
workers their demoeratic right to strike. - See back page.

MINERS APPEAL TO
I_ABU UR - strikers Beaten Underground

Successful Meeting
on Palestine

Packed Hall — Lively Discussion
in East End

REPORTED BY R. RALPH

A highly successful public

meeting on Palestine was
held in East London on
August 19th. This was the

first public meeting to be
organised by the East London
Branch of the R.C.I’.,, and the
hall was filled, the audience
numbering about 150,

Keen infterest was sustained
throughout the meeting, and the
period of guestions and discussion
was most lively.

Comrade Ajit Roy, who spoke

firgt, dealt with the ‘divide and
rule ¥ policy of British imperialism

in Palestine, and showed how the
struggles of the masses there was
linked up with the anti-imperialist
struggle in India and the other
colonial countries.

Comrade Danr Tamary,  of
Palestine, who spoke next, dealt
with the, Zionist poliey of raeial
diserimination against the Arabs, in
the  establishment of separate
dewish economy, and the exclusion
of Arahs fmm workshops and trade
uhions.

The third speaker, Comrade Jock
Haston, exposed the reactionary
role of the Labeour Government in
carrying eut the old imperialist
policy, and in its refusal to dismiss
General Barker (the G.0.C. in
Palestine, who recently issued a
rabidly anti-semitic diatribe to the
FrOOpS iheis), and ‘to eleatse  the
‘General Staff ol reaciionary
anti-semitie elements. He also re-
ferred to the growing = anti-

and |

semitism in Britain, pointing out
that only a united working eclass,

both Jew and Gentile, on a pro-
gramme  of militant socialist
struggle could effectively counter-

act  tendenciecs towards a  new
fascism.

He said that no British Socialist
worthy of the name conld demand
that the Arabs open the gates—
themseives an oppressed people of
our own imperialists. Ile concluded
with the point that to open the
gates of Palestine wuas not ¢%n an
immediate solntion to the problem
of the homeless Jews in Europe.
We must, on the other hand, de-
mand that the opening of the gates
of Britain, America, South Africa,
South America, the Soviet Tnion
and all other ceuntries that could
easily absorb such an influx of re-
fugees—which Palestine, in any
case, could not. But there could
he no final selution to the Jewish
problem while capitalism remuained.

In the lively questioning and
disenssion that followed, Zionists of
various shades, as well as loeal
Cothmunist Party members took
part.

An 1u]|)Ull|lil pmut relating fo
C.P. policy was raised by an
Austrian Jewish refugee in  the
audience, who peinted ouf that
Stalin refused to allow refugees to
enter Russia, when thex most
needed refuge, from 19 on the
conlrary refuigees were still
streaming to the West.

This meeting: was a greatly en-
conraging, fentarecin the develan-
Went - of T the  Party ifi Tt
traditionally militunt ast End of
London.




Upl alid LIGALUTIE ot laiiciy. L Aalllo
the statement which defines the
task of the DBeard has the follow-
ing to say:

The Board will *“. . . coneen-
trate, under the Minister, on the
supervision and development of
the industry and on the exercise
of such continued direct control
functions as may be necessary in
such mutters as production, dis-
tribution and prices.”

“ It will not, however, he part
of the functions of the Board or
of the members from the Steel
industry to advise the Govern-
ment in eonnection with plans
for public ownership.”

That the plan t6 nationalise the
industry-—which is to be treated
as a separate matter from the
Board—will be put off for a long
time (if not completely shelved and
replaced with some
promise with the Steel Barons) is
evident from the statement issued
by the Iron and Steel Kederation,
whose secretary said that the
Minister's statement was agreed
upon with that body, and that the
Federation had no complaints and
would co-operate on the Board.

Monopolists’ Control —
Workers Chained

Thus, even the steps taken to
restriet the anarchy and sabotage
of the ecoal capitalists, such as
were taken in the case of the coal
mines, will not be taken in relation
to steel. The Steel industry, un-
like the Coal industry, is not to

agreed com-

SUupply statement: ;

* Yesterday's announcement by
the Government of its revised
policy in relation to
industry  will have ¢he  desirable
effect of releasing the break om
=apital development whicli has
held baek plans involving very
large expenditure over the past
few months. So long as the
fundamenta!l differcnces of view
between the Government and the
leaders of the industry remained
unresolved it was inevitable that
modernisation and  expansion
plans ealling forr many millions
of money should be held back.”
This is a clear indication of how

the eapitalists are prepared to for-
get all their slush about “ duty ™
and ** patriotism * and turn the
money taps off or on when it suits
their pockets, and do all in their
power to sabotage the * national ”
interest.

State Capitalism Versus
Socialism

The organised workers must not
hecome invelved in the controversy
over the merits of complete
nationalisation and the organisa-

t tion of the industry as a State-

cowned capitalist trust, as against

the _fol'm_ of monopoly working, in
conjunction with the State. This

Js the 'controversy that the Daily.

Worker wishes to involve militants
in. Both forms of monopolisation
are in the interests of the capitalist
class.

(Continued on Back Page.)

PARATROOPERS
VICTIMISED

263 Paratroopers of the 13th Battalion (Lancashire),

are fow being court-martialled at Klung, Jahore.
are charged with alleged * mutiny

concerted protest against the
conditions under which they

Their action took the form of a
refusal to attend any parades.
Officer witnesses at the trial, have
been forced to admit in their evid-
ence, that the econditions of the
camp were ‘filthy’, ‘muddy and
waterlogged '. The paratroops were
living in tents and sleeping in
inches of mud and water.

Despite the filthy conditions that
existed in the eamp the men were
expected and ordered, to appear on
every parade with their equipment
always eclean and freshly blaneoed,
a task which, under such
tions, was impossible. There is no
doubt that the refusal of the men
to earry out these ovders was the
only possible reply that they could
make to the unnecessary “bull ”
imposed upon them by their * spit
and polish 7 officers. Yet, even
some of the officers expressed their
disgust, at the court-martial pro-
ceedings, with the filthy conditions
the men were forced to live in.
Major P. R. Krells, second-in-
command of the Regiment con-
cerned, stated that, “T myself was
so disgusted with the whole
business that I spent most of my
time in the company office.”

condi- |

They
arising out of their
admittedly intolerable camp
were living.

Irksome and petty disciplinary
dictates imposed upon the para-
troops was also a factor in their
Justified discontent. The R.S.M.,
in his evidence at the trial, has
admiftted that he had issued striet
orders that N.C.O.s and the rank
and file were not to fraternise
together or go about in each other’s
company. All sorts of pelty
restrictions and diseiplinary
actions were taken against the
men.

The placing oo court-martial
trial of these paratroopers, when
conditions in the camp were clearly
filthy and intolerable, is an act of
vicious injustice. The pressure of
the organised, workers in Britain,
in the ease of the R.A.I'. militants
similarly vietimised in the India
demonstrations early this vear,
suecceeded in obtaining their release.
We must exert the same organised
pressure on behall of the victimised
paratroops now on trial. The
Labhour movement here must  de-
mand their immediate and uncon-
ditional release and that there be
no victimisation by the officer

custe.

the steel |

@ .
SOUTH AFRICAN MINERS — Ilired for nine months live in “ compounds” surrounded by

barbed wide.

In the background are their b unks;

in the

foreground

their - “ dinner table "

Allowed out only by “pass” on Sundays, they are separated from their families and live like

prisoners.

See back puge.

Homeless Nove In

BY FRANK ROWE

: 4

The seizure by homeless workers of ex-Army camps and other vaeant acﬂmmnodafiun
during the past two weeks has struck terror into the hearts of the ch&mplms?ai‘fect T R

of capitalist private property.
The Ministry of Health
accuses the so-called
“ gquatters” of queue-jump-
ing. “Odham’s Press” de-
clares that the ‘Nation’s
Housing Plan is in peril.”
“The Star” sadly reports
that the Freed Land Hotel
near Oxford, has been oceu-
pied by fourteen families, and
dismally comments “A
private building, not unoccu-
pied Government property.”

The movement, which has spread
tliroughout the length and breadth
of the country and has resnlfed in
thousands of workers housing them-
selves in  unoccupied accommoda-
tion, has forced even the capitalist
Press to report the terrible con-
ditions in which these families pre-
viously existed.

A casual observation of a few re-
ports provide the reader with an
idea of the magnitude of the
struggle.  From Watford, Essex,
Bristol, Durham and Coventry the
story is the same. The homeless
worker is no longer prepared to

accept the mightmare conditions,

which, up till now he has been

forced to tolerate. 5
West Ham

True to the fraditional militaney
of West Ham, the workers have
seized very nearly every camp in
the district, and are determined to
retain them.

At the Waddington Road Camp
a young mother told a * Socialist
Appeal ? representative of the eon-
ditions in which her husband, baby
and herself have lived.

Living in one room in a cou-
demined house with the ceiling

falling in, she had patiently waited
two years on the Borough Council’s
Tlousing List, enly to be teld by an
official, in reply to a guestion re-
carding the health of her child
“ Have your baby adopted ™.

The temporary Chairman of the
Camp also spoke of his previous
accommodation, which consisted of
three small rooms in a condemned
hovel. These three rooms, his
family shared with another. He
had been on the Council's waiting
list for eighteen months. Finally,
he was told by a Town Hall clerk
that since he had not lived in West

Ham before 1988, he was not
eligible for re-housing by the
Couneil.

Sitting in his newly-acquired hut,
which was formerly the Officers’
Mess, he expressed the solid unity
that exists between (he workers in
the Camp, which consists of six.
teen huts. © He spoke, moreover, of
their determination to resist any
attempt te eviet them,

Evietion—By a Labour '
Couneil

The occupation of two huts in
Seven Kings Park, Ilford, how-
ever, presents a different story.

The occupants stayed only a
matter of a few hours, and were
evicted by the Council, on which a
Labour majority sits.

Thirty-six hours later, these huts
were being demolished by a team
of building workers—rather, it
seems, than allow them to fall into
the hands of any prospective
“ squatter.”

This, however, is no isolated in-
sstance. In  certain ecases other
camps and their occupants have
suffered similar treatment. The
main reason for this is that where
strength, provided by unity, does

not exist, squatters have been
evicted, bnt where workers are

strong enough, no power on earth
can possibly move them.

The “ Socialist Appeal” there-
fore believes that workers in such
eamps should establish Commitfees

to represent them,
pation-wide link between these

spttlements. Moreover, we believe
that it is necessary for our fellow-
workers in these camps to link
themselves with, and oain the sym-
pathy of the local Trades Councils,
Trade Unions, and the working-
class movement in general.
However, the measures suggested
here eain only he a partial solution
to the problem. Tt is necessary to
nationalise all land, without com-
pensating the boss class one iota.
We must also erush the parasitie
finanecial trusts which foree the
prices of houses up to an undreamed
level. We call for the control
and alloeation of existing housing
space in the hands of the tenants’
committees : a state financial plan
for the building of houses, and the

direction of this plan by the
Building  Trade Unions  and
Tenants’ Committees.

Tinally, let’ us remember the
words of Frederick . Engels, who

dealt with the hounsing gquestion in
a pamphlet seventy years ago. He
stated emphatically: “ How is the
housing question to he solved? In
present day society, just as any
other social question is solved: by
the gradual economic adjustment of
supply and demand, a sohlt!cm
which -ever reproduces the question
itself anew and therefore is no
solution.”

"The words of Ingels ring as true
to-day as thev did in his time.
There is no golntion of the housing

question under the auarcz.h.ie
econpmic system, which D revails
to-day. The - solution of this

guestion is the same as the solution
of any other social guestion—that
the workers must take the destiny
of society into their own hands.

and form a|

General  Barker
Palestine, who recently issued a
rabidly anti-semitic diatribe to the
troops: fliers) and ‘to cleanse  the
Géneral "Ntuft ol perciiona

anti-semitic elements. e also re-
forred to the growing = anti-

(the G.0.0. in

“and ‘

contrary retugees were ST
streaming to the West.

This meeting was a greatly en-
conraging featursecin the develon-
ment ot | the  Party —in " the
traditionally militant Tast End of
London.

FRENCH WORKERS
SEIZE POSTAL SERVICE

Paris—16th August.

The week’s strike of the Postal Workers has resulted

in the Government signing a decree giving
those
The strike took place in spite of the

workers wages equal fo

private industries,

the Postal
received by workers in

sabotage of the Stalinist Trade Union officials.

Srike Committees were
formed in each centre as an
alternative to the treacherous
union leadership. On Friday,
August 2nd, the strike was
general; not a single letter,
phone e¢all or telegram could

be sent. The publie, directly

ment with intense interest.

The strike of the postal workers
is part of the general struggle of
theé French working class for wage
increases.  But the postal workers
had another specific demand: the
raising of wages of state employees
to the level of other workers.

Telephones Taken 0vef'

For weeks, the agitation and
pressure of the postal workers
mounted nntil, on July 30th, the
Sialinist officials were compelled to
agree to a 10-hour demonstration
strike. This was in line with the
Stalinist  tactics, as developed
during the recent wage struggles:
to dissipate the workers' energies
in useless demonstrations, and hy
the use of demagogy, in the atiempt
fo maintain their hold over the
movement. The plans of the
Stalinists would have strangled the
movement, but in Dordeau and
Lille, the post workers were in-
sistent ‘upon their demands and
decided to eontinue the struggle
until these were met. They would
not be fobbed off witih promises.
The workers in these areas took
hold of the telephones and tele-
sraphs, 'and informed the workers
in other greas of their struggle and
their aims.. The strike then began
to spread t other towns in France.

Stalinists Slander Strikers

From the very beginning the
Stqliuisl oflicials  opposed the
strike, accusing the strikers of

heing tools of a foreign power, of
being provocateurs. Publicly the
leadership of the Postal Federation
(Clonfederation Generale dua
Travail) attacked the strikers in
the most despicable tones.
mousseay, in “L’Humanite”, organ
of the French Communist Party
denounced the * Hitlero-Trotsky-

Postal

Maea- |

ists ”’ as being responsible for the
movement.

The National Strike Committee
was composed of some militant
workers sympathetic to the Trot-
skyists, and workers close to the
Socialist Party or  reformist
syndicalists.

Political Struggle Developed

A political struggle immediately
developed  between the official
Stalinist Union leadership and the
Strike Committees. One of the
principle demands of the workers
was the comvoeation of an emer-
gency Conference to remove the
oflicial leadership. Aleady several
regional and loeal Stalinist leader-

ships have been removed from
office.

The capitalists and the Socialist
Party (S..1.0O.) attempted (o

utilise the struggle of the postal
workers to undermine the Stalinists
in the €.G.T. Thus, the fact tha
the strike committee was met by
the Minister of Finance (member of
the M.R.P.) and the Minister for
Posts and Telegraphs (member of
the S.I.1.0.), not only weakened
the authority of the C.G.T. leader-
ship, but also prevented the pos-
sibility of the Strike Committee
coming under the inflnence of the
more militant foreces. The 8,10.1.0,
leadership will attempt to bring the
movement against the Stalinist
officials nnder its own control, The
absence of a strong and pelitieally
conscious Left wing would indicat:
that they will be suceessfl in this
attempt.

P.C.I. Supported Struggle

The Parti
nationaliste,

Communiste Inter-
t (French Trotskyists)
printed a special issue of “La
Verite "', devoted entirely to the
struggle of the postal workers, A
special leaflet ealling for solidarity
with the postal workers was also
issned in the Paris region. Mem.
bers of the P.("1. played a leadine
role in Paris, TLille and other
regions in the formation and work
of the Strike Committees.

This is the . first great and
promising struggle of the French
workers sinee 1944, and ecannot
have anything but the most dis-
astrous results for the anti-working
class politics of the Stalinists, and
despite their manoenvres, the
reformists.

French Stalinist Slanders
Strikers — See Page 3
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Militancy
Steel and

in Wales
Tin Plate

By V. BREACH
(Daymen’s Representative, Neath Galv.)

WORKERS IN THE STEEL AND TINPLATE

WORKS  OF

SOUTH WALES

ARE IN REVOLT

AGAINST THE CONDITIONS OF WORK PREVAILING

IN THIS ANTIQUATED

Recently (as reported in
the * Socialist Appeal” the
Millmen in almost every one
of the numerous tin works in
Wiles carried through a well
organised strike in support of
their just demand for a 25%
reduction in hours and a
209 Increase in wages.

The strike was unsucecessful but
it tunught a lot of the workers—
ospecinlly about the top leadership
ol the Union (BISAKTA) who in-
vuriably try to force the men back
to work in the name of the * con-
wtitution ".  Lincoln Evans and Co.
ure in for a very busy time in
Houth Wales unless they realise
thut the men are in no mood to be
trifled with any more.

The latest manifestation of milit-
uncy comes from the Millmen in
the galvanised steel sheet mills,
where a battle for the prineiple
of the Guaranteed Week is in
P POEress.

The Guaranteed Week is an issue
which affects the workers in every
section of the industry, and ever
wimee it was known that the . W.0.
was to be lifted the men have
muade it guite clear that they
\\;'IIIIILNI to retain the Guaranteed

CeK.

Four Day Guarantee—With
Conditions

"The BISAKTA leaders signed an

ugreement with the employers for

n FOUR day Guarantee—and even
this will not apply if:

(1) The worker is absent with-
ont reasonable cause at any
time during the previous
week. 3

(2) If work in any department

is stopped through a strike

in any other department in
the undertaking.

(3) If any plant or umit of a

plant  (mill e.g.) is idle

through the absence of any
operatives without reason-
able cause during a shift or

part 6f =-shift: o

Workers Rejeet Agreement

“When the agreement—which had

INDUSTRY.

injustice. Especially is this so in
the old fashioned mills in West
Wales, where the very nature of
the work compels the workmen to
take ocecasional shifts off (as it
doeos in mining) and where, be-
cause of the high degree of skill
required of every man in the ecrew,
an absent man cannot be replaced
by a labourer or a worker from
another department.

The Branches demanded the
serapping of these conditions
altogether and also Five days in-

stead of four to be guaranteed,

Receiving no satisfaction from
the leadership of the Union, a
strike was inevitable, And, as
with the Millmen in the recent Tin
Works Strike, the Steel Workers
displayed a magnificent sense of
organisation.

A Central Strike Committee was
elected representing the five. sheet
works involved in the Neath,
Swansea and Llanelly districts.
Although declared * unoflicial ™ the
Committee received the loyal sup-

port of everyone in the Union—-
except, of course, people like
Lincoln Evans, the General
Seeretary.

After a stubborn struggle lasting
over three weeks—in some cases
as long as seven weeks—the Com-
mittee, by a narrow majority, de-
cided to return to work in good
order to give every opportunity to
the top leadership of BISAKTA to
make good their promise of ** peace-
ful negotiations ”. But it is clearly
understood by the men that unless
Lincoln Evans and Company secure
the men's just demands and succeed
in gaining some amelioration in the
present eonditions of work, then
determined action will follow.

Preparing  For Future

The reasons for the new -spirit
of militaney which is sweeping
through the Welsh steel and tin-
plate mills is not hard to find. The
whole . of the industry has been
declared redundant, As soon as
the modern strip mills which it is
planned to build in Port Talbot
and Swansea are in production
thousands of steel workers will be
cast on the scrap heap. Meanwhile
there is no strip mill' in produc-

tion (except Ebbw X;Pl.e) and the
E i antiguated mills ||

employers in the
are trying to sweat every last
ounce out of the workmen in the
interests of the easy profits to be
made out of the present favourable

II II m ||||lll|
II II Tl lllllll
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“ MANAGERTAL
PRESERVED.”

THE MANAGEMENT :

FUNCTIONS MUST BE

15 August, 1946.

The strike is in its 10th
week (on going to press). On
August 15th, the Hendon
Trades Council called a meet-
ing of delegates from
Branches and Shop Stewards
Committees in support of the
strike.  About 200 workers
were present.

Bro. Aplin, the convenor, gave
a short account of the cause of
the strike, the refusal of the
management to negotiate with the
Shop Stewards on questions of rve,
dundancy on the grounds that this
was  a  ‘Managerial Function.”
The Witton James workers are
fighting for the right to econtrol
“ hiring and firing ”— a question of
vital importance to all workers.

Bro. Aplin pointed out that
although there is no mass unem-
ployment now, we have to face
* redundancy 7 in the future. Even
now, 30,000 workers in (lasgow
are * redundant.” . In times of
mass unemployment the only way
to prevent the management from
smashing the Unions is by control
of hiring and firing. He cofl-
sidered that the contrel of hiring
and firing would constitute a first
step towards workers’ management
of the factories. In line with this
idea the slogan of the Strike Com-
mittée is: “ALL POWER TO
THE ORGANISED WORKERS.”

‘The Actions of the E.C. and
Distriet Committees

Although the North London
District Clommittee of the A.E.U.
the Reading District Committee,
and three of the Scottish- D.C.'s,
including Glasgow, have come out
in support of the strike, the
Executive Council of the A.E.U.
has sent a circular to TUnion
Branches instructing them not fo
support it, and have ordered the

Witton James workers to return to
work.

Bro. Aplin visited the A.E.U.
office at Northampton, and was
there informed that the resolution
from the North Loundon District
Committee, urging the IZ.C. to sup-
port the strike, had not been
received. The North London D.C
itself has played a very dubio
role, first suppertng the strike,
then coming out against it, then
supporting it again as a result of
pressure from the A.IS.U. Branches
and the TTendon Trades Council—-

which, to its honour, has supported |

the Witon James workers through-
out.

Two resolutions were proposed
from the floor and earried nem
con—one to the E.C. demanding
that they suppert the strike; the
other to the Hendon Trades
Council asking them to carry out
a publicity eampaign to win sup-
port for the strikers.

Attempts to Split Workers

Bro. Aplin's report was followed
by plenty of gquestions aund dis-
cussion, Most speakers warmly
supported the strike and brought
messages of solidarvity from their
branches and factories.
two speakers took up a defeatist
attitude, and as. this is the line
along which the reactionary forces
inside the working class movewaent
are trying to sphit it over Wittoun
James, and break the strike, we
must deal with .

The propagandists of this split-

ting line eunningly camouflage
themselves under the slogan  of

“ Unity ", They argue that since
the ['nion leadesships. are against
the strike, it would be wrong to
continue it, as this would split the

unions, They aver that, if the
support of the E.(.s concerned

cannot be won by resolutions from
the branches, then it would he
wrong to have demonstrations of
solidavity with the Witton James
workers, and the best thing they
can do is to go back to work,

One or'
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and

Capital ”.

USTRIAL NESSRETYYTTE

Solidarity with Witios

Strikers

CAPITAL

Ye Socialist Appeal we begin the republication of sections of that classic intro-
omies, the pamphlet, ' Wage-Labour
; paterial expounded by Karl Marx in a scries of leetnres delivered to the German

The original pamphlet

russels in 1847, and was originally published as-a series of articles in the Newe

How to Win the E.C;yq

Mobilise the Workel"“” the ideas brought up to dat
in his introduction

orx would have written it in 1891.”

i in
' The dominating theme
whole discussion was the ne

of . 1891 :

The present text was revised by Frederick Fngels, liﬁ*—]fm{:.e:ollzlhumtm-
¢ to conform with the later discoveries of Marx,
“ This pamphlet is not as Marx wrote it in 1849,

win the support of the official /15! Appeal in republishing this material is to introdnee afresh among the widest
nachinery The  Witton Jnd friends a disenssion on the basic ideas of Marxian economics in the confiict
workers are not only up aggiety between wage-labour and capital. — Hditor.

the management of this partic
'firm: they are fighting the po
ful G.I.C. Combine and the w
of the Employérs’ Federation.

The question is how to mobilise
the support of larger sections of
the workers, and how to wring
official recognition from the E.C.s7
The two tasks are inseparnble.

If we mobilise ourselves and
demonstrate to the E.C.s that we
fully support Witton James
workers, and intend to stand no
nonsense, they will be forced ro
climb down and support the strike.

As for the argument that such
action would be splitting the union,
all we can say is, that the KE.(.
of the A.E.U. in taking the action
it has done against its own mem-
"bers at Witton James, are them-
selves splitting away from the
members.

Bro. Aplin in winding up the
discussion pointed out that unity
should be complete in the rank and
file, and that the three unions in
the factory had worked together in
perfect unity., He said we could
!not blame the E.C. if we did not
also blame ourselves even more,
because it was our job as members
of the union to see that the E.C.s
did what we put them there to do.
.He also said he hoped to get more
publicity than they had done so far,
from the “ Daily Worker” which
had given far more space to
advertisements for Beecham’s
Pills.
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MINERS
STRUGGLES

The l'ulluwing article, written

Johnny Jones, a South Wales miner,

story

What 1 relate
21 years ago.

here took [il{lm_'
The moon was bright that night.
AH street lamps and local colliery
electric lamps showing no light.
Men fidgeted nervously, exyectantly
waiting. Then down in the valley
martial  musie  played by brass
bands could be heard, and the un-
mistakable tramp, tramp of mareh-
ing feet following. 3

It was the expected Ammanford
contingent  coming to swell the
ranks of the Anthracite mineis who
were on  strike because of the
Welsh  owners’ attack oun rthe
sacred  custom:  * The Seniority
Rule—[irst man in—last man
out.” A

After their arrival in the dark-
ness, one could, with the help of

of ome of the great struggles waged in
defence of the Seniority Rule, now under attack.

by Comrade
tells the

JOHNNY JONES

We marched on until, as il pre-

tarranged, about -hall of the demon-

stration scparated, while the otheis
kept on the road which led to the
Brynteg Colliery. 1 was with the
Brynteg marchers.

The Colliery, when we arrived at
the sidings, looked as if it were idle,
No sign of lifa except a little smoke
curling into the sky from a build-
or two, Ewrymw stood waiting as
If expecting something to happen.
Then a whistle resounded in the
n)oruing air, and as if it were the
signal, everyone ran to a sort of
platform to wait for the arrival of
the cengine that could be secn
coming in the distance, dragging
two or three coaches behind it.

1 did, not understand at the time
why we were waiting for the traiy,
s0 I enquired.” An old stalwart of
the_ Anthracite answered : * We are
waiting for the black sheep of the
Anthracite  Yold,” and erimlv
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through the absence of any
operatives without reason-
able cause during a shift or
part of a-shift.— - 8 °

Workers Reject Agreement

When the agreement—which had
already been signed! — was pre-
sented to the South Wales
Branches for approval it was re-
jected with indignation.

In the first place the men had
demanded a FIVE day Guarantee.
Secondly, the econditions attached
to the Guarantee were a clear
attempt  to  diseonrage militant
T.U. activity by peralising those
on strike. And, finally, to stop the
guarantee when a Mill is rendered
idle through the absence of one of
the crew was a flagrant piccc_:f
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cast on the scrap hedp. Meanwhile
there is no strip mill in produe-

tion (except I%;bw Vale) and the

empleyers in antiquated mills
are trying to sweat every last
ounce out of the workmen in the
interests of the easy profits to be
made out of the present favourable
position of the export market. But
the men have an eye to the future.
They know only too well that if
they can’t secure an improvement
in wages and conditions now,
when labour is in great demand,
they will stand little chance when
half of them are wnemployed and
the other half are working in mills
that are engaged in a cut-throat
competition with the modern mills
in the U.S.A. and Canada.

What is now required is a com-
mon programme and united action
of all sections and departments of
the trade to secure a decent
standard of life. Militants in the
industry must take the initiative
in pressing for more demoeracy and
more rank and file control over the
top leadership of the Union. And,
finally, every sort of pressure must
be brought to bear on the Labour
Party to prevent the Government
not only from selling out to the
Steel Barons, but also to compel
them to introduce real workers’
control into a Nationalised
industry.

Steel

3
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August 1946

DIE ENTINDUSTRIALISIERUNG DEUTSCHLANDS.

Die Entindustrialisierung Deutschlands erscheint heute als

Above is a reproduction of the paper “Solidaritat” issued by the Revolutionary Clommunist
Party in the German language. Tt appears twice monthly, first starting publication four months ago.

The paper is growing in popularity and is only limited by paper restrictions.

The ecurrent issue

deals with the following subjects : Condemnation of Allied deindustrialisation of Germany; Press
cuttings from our international publications; Criticism of the foreign policy of the British Labour
Government ; British women protest against the k"onﬁscutiou of houses in Hamburg: “ Send Your
Slaves Home—Protest Ory of German Prisoners ; Tragedy of Socialism in One Country: and the
arrest of the Bulgarian Trotskyists. 5

GAS STRIKE VICTORY

AFTER AN “UNOFFICIAL” STRIKE LASTING SEVEN DAYS, THE 2,000 GAS-WORKERS HAVE
RETURNED TO WORK. HAVING, BY THEIR DIRECT ACTION, FORCED THE GAS COMPANIES

TO CONCEDE AN INCREASE OF WAGES.

THIS DECISION WAS TAKEN AT A MASS MEETING

OF THE 2,000 STRIKERS IN THE HOLBORN HALL, LONDON, ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14th.

The Union leaders were not pre-

pared to go further than the
“arbitration ” table, which the
workers had learnt by long and
bitter experience; meant intermin-
able delays. 1In this situation the
gas-workers went forward and
organised their strike action with-
out the Union leadership.

Solidarity With Unskilled

The maintenance men, skilled
and unskilled, put forward as their
demands, an inecrease of 5d, an
hour for all eraftsmen and propor-
tionate increases for the semi and
unskilled workers. Also, that the
trade status of labourers who
worked as “ mates” to the crafts-
men and semi-skilled men, be
recognised and paid accordingly.

The first offer made by the Gas
Light & Coke Co. to the men, was,
3d. an hour increase for fitters, 2d.
an hour for the turners and
machinists, 1d. an hour for semi-
skilled workers, and nothing at all
for the mates. This offer was de-

cisively rejected by the craftsmen
who insisted on the demand that
any increases made must also apply
to the mates, or unskilled men.
This solidarity between the skilled
and unskilled gasworkers was one
of the big steps forward in this
strike, For years the gas bosses
have sought to create a barrier
between the craftsmen and
labourers in the industry by pay-
ing any increases won by the men
at varying rates instead of a uni-
form inerease for all. In this
latest struggle the men made it
one of their foremost conditions
for any settlement, that any wage
demands met, must apply to all,
the skilled, semi and wunskilled
workers alike.

Increases Won — Short
of Demands

The agreement under which the
men finally decided to resume work
gave an increase of 2d. per hour
to all the maintenance workers,
skilled, semi-skilled or unskilled.
Some sections, organised in the
A.E.U., mainly the engincers and
boilermakers, were eonceded 3d. an
hour increase or the district rate,

whichever is the higher. The
status of labourers employed as
mates to the craftsmen and semi-
skilled workers, was also estab-
lished. and they have won the
increase also.

This wage agreement, arrived at
between the Gaswork employers
and the inens’ wunion represent-
atives, as a result of the men’s
strike action, falls far short of the
men’s demand of 5d. an hour.

The mood of the 2,000 strikers
at the final Holborn Hall meeting
on  August 14th, while they
accepted the present agreement as
a basis for restarting work, was
one of determination to continue
pressure on their Union leaders to
persist for the fulfilment of the
original demand. Tn a spirit of nn-
easiness the workers listened to
their Tinion leaders on the plat-
form, extolling the meagre conces-
sions wrung from the employers, as
a great “ victory . These same
Union bureancrats who refused to
support the strike now came for-
ward as the champions of the men.
Notably Reid, Seeretary of the
London D.C. of the A.E.U., let fall
the real reason why the hosses have
been foreed to give even this small

increase. Speaking to the meeting,
Heid said, “ 1 can tell you that if it

had not been for the action which'
you men took we should have fared |

worse in the negotiations ™!

Thus after months
negotintions between the Union
leaders and the Gas employers,
Reid was forced to admit that a
decision was only reached when the
workers took strike action.

Whilst these recent struggles
have ended in wage inereases for
the workers in the industry, the in-
creases won by no means meet the
justified demands put forward by
the men. Tt can be forseen that
new eventual struggles will break
out in the gas industry as the cost
of living rises und inevitably
sweeps away the present increases
won.

of abortive

In these coming struggles the
gas workers must demand that
their Trade Union leaders conduct
a genuine struggle in the interests
of the men. By their refusal to
support the strike aetions of the
men the Trade Union bureauwecrats
sahotage the interests of the gas-
workers in their struggle against
the gas employers.

were on strike hecause of the |OMiug in the distance, dragging

Welsh  owners” attack on  the
sacred custom: ** The Seniority
Rule—First man in—last man
out.” .

After their arrival in the dark-
ness, one could, with the help of
the moon see a solid mass of human
beings all speaking in  hushed
tonges, Then the hushed whispers
receded to an ominous silence as
helmeted police patrolled the near
vieinity.

An hysterical giggle of a young
girl somewhere in the mass of the
demonstrators was heard which up
lifted the tension. Then again the
hushed whispers that increased in
volume resembling the sound of the
sea tide washing in and out of the
beaches,

To - the majority eathered, it
seemed mobody was in charge, but.
with the sudden breaking out of
musie from the bands, everyone in
the square, as if taking orders from
an invisible source, formed ranks
of fours and followed the band,
leaving the square deserted. The
march from G.C.G. Square to
Crynant  of 17,000 Anthracite
Miners had begun.

All through the night marching
feet thumped on the hard tarmac
surface of the road leading to
Crynant, echoing  across  the
valleys, the strainsg of the bands’
music  encouraging  all, Also
awakening the sleeping villagers as
we passed through the villages.
Many stood half-dressed by the
doorways of their homes, while
some peered from open bedroom
windows.

As the dawn wus beginning to
break, the music from the bands
had ceased, others carrying the
heavy instruments of the tired
bandsmen. Also the demonstrators
were silent. The villages left be-
hind uvs, we were now on the long
streteh of the ** Starving " (a bleak
unproductive common  between
Ystradginlais and Crynant) and
many broke the ranks to rest by
the wayside. With the rays of the
dawn now more pronounced, every-
one could sce from the rising
ground of the “ Starving” in the
morning’'s  haze—the  village of
Crynant. And huddled like two
black beetles, the two collieries—
Rock and Brynteg Collieries—the
only pits working in the anthracite
area, contrary to the.strike action
policy of the whole eombine,

It was about 5.30 a.an. as we
passed the village, the bands now
playing martial musie, The only
signs of life one could see were a
few curtaing of the workmen's
homes slowly shifting a little and
a face or two gazing out. A few
mongrels yelped at us in the streets.
Otherwise it was like a deserted
village.

two or three coaches hehind it.

1 did. not understand at the time
why we were waiting for the traip,
80 1 enquired.” An old stalwart of
ri:e_ Anthracite answered: * We are
waiting for the black sheep of the
Anthracite ¥old,” and grimly
added * They won't be black to-
night.” I came to understand,

The train came in slowly, but
many had gone to meet it, and |
could see a few of the workmen
who oceupied the eoaches leaning
out 0¥ the windows, Others, scared,
had jumped on the rail track and
were running pell-mell the way the
train had come, All the other
workmen who came to the platform
Were not treated too rough, con-
sidering. There were but one or
two incidents.

At the Rock Colliery things went
comparatively smoothly.

From then on, the two collicries
saw 'r_he error of their ways, tuking
part in the stoppage until its con-
clusion,

The strike, because of the dis
lissal of one man (Wilson) at an
Ammanford Colliery, was unpre
cedented in its fury. Riots took
place at Ammanford, Police were
drafted to ' every village in
hundreds. Many workmen were
seutenced to imprisonment,

The strike ended after 7 weeks,
with the declaration by the Man-
agement of the colliery where the
dispute originated that * the pit
was closing down for ever.”

"'[‘\wnt_\"-one years have gone
sinee this march. The majority
who took part in the stoppage are
probably dead. Their sons are now
the anthracite men, Will they be
as good custodians of the Seniority
Rule? :

It is doubtful—that is, if we
take the happenings at the Steer
Pit, - G.C.G. as a criterion.
quent]y four workmen (two in-
fusion men, one haulier and one

surface  workman) have  heen
sacked for- alleged ** misconduet
under the notorious Fssenrinl

Works Order,

These men had to be without any
dole for 6 weeks, pending appeal

'to  the Court Referees,” If ro-

instated, the guaranteed wiage will
be paid to them. If the Laanage-
ment's case is allowed, the * sacked
men ” lose all unemployed Lenefit
for 6 weeks, also their Jjobs,

_These men are the first cases of

dismissals in violation of the
Seniority Rule sinee the 1925
Anthracite Stoppage, which bears
ill for the mineworkers in the
future in all coalfields,

'In the days ahead, the miners
will have to face worse attacks on
their customs and wages. hecause
state capitalism cannot solve the
miners issue,

The acceptance of the violation of
the Seniority Rule without a
struggle is a weakness that ean be
remedied by imitating the * Old
Workmen of the  Anthracite
Action 7. Any other way will only

bring defeat and the loss  of
valuable ecustoms that onr pre-
decessors  fought gallantly  to

achicve and maintain,
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WOLVES OVER ITALY

With eynical disregard for the “ Atlantic Charter ”, the
“ United Nations Charter” and all the other professed
aims for which the racent war was supposed to be fought,
the most humiliating “ peace” terms are béing imposed
on the new Italian Republie. ‘

In 1943, Mr. Churchill proclaimed that Italy eould
“work her passage home ™, hy which he meant that if the
Ttalian people participated in the last stages of. the war
against Germany, she would be let off lightly.

Misled by their leaders, and especially by the leaders
of the Socialist and Communist Parties, whom they trusted
implicity, hundreds and thousands of Italys youth came
over to the Allied side, believing that the spokesman ior
British imperialism would keep his word.

They joined the Partisan bands behind the German lines
and waged guerilla war. They organised strikes in the
factories in the North and seriously hindered the operation
of the German war machine. 'When the British and
American troops finaily broke through the Gothic line last
year and swept into the Lombardy Plains they found that
most of their work had already been done for them by the

GRAY.

—

Partisans. City after city fell into their hands without
a struggle.

Thanks to the aetivities gf the workers, the huge
industrial plants of Milan, Genoa and Turin were

praetically intact.

If this is what Churchill meant by * working
passage home”, the Italians had more than paid
fares in full.

Morz than this. If this was a war against Fascism,
as the Allied propagandists claimed it to be, then the
Etalian people can register the first decisive victory of the
war; for it 'was their action which was chiefly responsible
for the downfall of Mussolini and the collapse of the
t-wenty-yea.r-old Fascist regime. If this was a war for
“ democracy "—they had got rid of the obsolete memarchy
had set up a “ Demoeratic Republic” in its place. What
more could the Allied vietors demand of them ?

During the recent elections, the streets were placarded
with posters: “ VOTE FOR THE MONARCHY AND THE
BRITISH AND AMERICANS WILL AID US!”
Despite this promise, the majority of Italians voted Tor
the Republic. But that the forces of reaction were still
strong was proved by the narrow republican victory in
the Referendum. = Now these reactionary elements are
hatne farthar ctronothonad hv thae havreh neaere terme whieh

their
their

ONE OF

"The name of Trotsky will always
be linked indivisibly with those of
Marx, IIngels and Lenin, as the
greatest figures in working class
history. Comparing Marx and
.enin, Trotsky once wrote,
* Whenever we want to give a
concise answer to the question :
Who was Marx? we say . .. Marx
is the author of Capital. And
when we ask ourselves—who is
Lenin? We suy ‘Lenin is the
author of the October Revolution "
And now we can add The name
of Trotsky among those of the great
Marxists. And in reply to the
question—"* Who was Trotsky?”
we say, “Trotsky was the creator
of the Fourth International.”
That was his greatest work.

Permanent Revolution

Even when a youth, Trotsky
was an acknowledged and outstand-

—

ing Marxist writer, and his
potentialities as a theoritician
were early perceived. Trotsky

developed, while still in his early
twenties; his brilliant theory of the
“ Permanent Revolution ¥, which
was based on the conception thaf,
in the modern epoch, it is
impossible for the belated and re-
actionary bourgeoisic in the back-
ward countries to carry fo
completion the tasks of the bour-
seois democratic revolution. And,
following from this, that the tasks
of the bourgeois democratic revolu-
tion can only be solved by the
coming to power of the working
class, which would not stop short
at the demoeratic tasks, but would
have to pass onto Socialist ones.
The October Revolution in Russia,’
which passed through this experi-
ence, brilliantly demonstrated the
correctness of Trotsky's theoretical
contribution to Marxism:

Together with Lenin, Trotsky,
led the Russian working class and
peasants to victory over the re-
action and to the establishment of
the first vietorious workers’ state,
the Soviet Union.

Founder of the Red Army

It was Trotsky who built up and
led the Red Army to triumph
during the cruecial years in Russia.
The Stalinist falsifiers of the his-
tory of the Russian Revelution
have tried to erase the magnificent
and courageons role Trotsky played
in his leadership of the Red Army.
This falsification was answered in
advance, when, speaking of Trotsky.,
Lenin said to Maxim ° Gorky,
“Could anycne point out to me
another man who could organise an
almost model army in a year, and

even win the respect of military

STALIN'S PROFESSIONAL GPU
SUFFERED THE GRIEVIOUS

i
H
]

days of his exile anpd isolation, to
which the ecounter-revolutionary
Stalinist bureancracy condemned
him, together with Natalia, his
wife, and their son, Sedov.

In the great traditions of
scientific socialism, Trotsky knew
that what is decisive in the last
analysis, is the power of correct
ideas.

The Nature of
Soviet Union

Marx and Engels created the
method of seientific socialism. And
Lenin continued this great work.
He was the principle leader and
creator of the Bolshevik Party and
the Russian Revolution. Lenin’s
role in these great events are his-
torically established and beyond lis-
pute. History will also establish
the great eontributions to mankind
made by Trotsky by his analysis
and explanation of the nature of
the degeneration im the Soviet
Jnion. ¢

In a period of world set-back and
reaction for the working class, the
situation in Russia was character-
ised by the rise of the bureancracy
epitomised in the person of Stalin.

the

ASSASSINS.
AND IRREPLACEABLE

BY THIS

LEADERS.

In the last years of Lenin's life,
and together with him, Trotsky, as
Lenin's closest collahorator, con-
ducted a struggle against the riging
bureaucracy. With the death of
Lenin the bureauecratic caucus in
the Bolshevik Party, led by Stalin,
created a political rationalisation
of the privileged position in Russia,
and introduced the anti-Marxist
theory of * Socialism in One
Country.” They turned away from
the struggle for world socialism.
Trotsky, exiled and isolated, con-
tinued the struggle.

Persecuted for 10 years
by G.P.U.

The degeneration in Russia
opened up a period of political
bankruptey and prostration before
world capitalist reaction in the
international communist movement.,
In conformity with the needs and
interests of the ruling burcaucracy
in Russia, they began their falsi-
fication of the history and tradi-
tions of the Bolshevik movement

LOSS OF THE LAST

and the Russian Revolution, The
0ld Guard of the Bolshevik Partyl
were hounded, persecuted, tortured !
and finally, physically annihilated.
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IN MEMORY OF LEON TROTSKY

OF THE GREAT

For 10 years the professional
assassins of the Stalinist GPU
sought to end the life of Trotsky,
the last remaining link with Lenin-
ism, and inspirer of the world
revolution. In this bitter period of
persecution and terrorisation, the
GPU ° murderers suceceeded in
striking down the two sons of Leon
and Natalia Trotsky, and no less
than seven secretaries of the “ Old
Man " were assassinated.

Despite these blows, Trotsky,
guarded night and day by co-
thinkers and co-workers, carried on
his great work for the building of
the Fourth International. TUntil
finally, the tragic bhlow fell in
August 1940. A paid GP'U agent,
called Jacques Monard, alias Frank
Jacson, succeeded in driving an ice-
pick into Trotsky’s brain. The
monstrous blow gt Trotsky’s brain
was a deliberate act. For in
Trotsky’s brain was concentrated
all the theoretical understanding of
90 years of Marxism, together with
the lessons learnt from participa-
tion in and practical experience of
the great revolutionary events of
the 20th century. When Trotsky
died, .the working eclass lost its
greatest brain.

SIX YEARS AGO, ON THE Z2ist OF AUGUST, 1940, LEON 'l‘l{ﬂ;l‘SKY DIED FROM A DEATH - BLOW STRUCK BY
DASTARDLY CRIME THE WORLD WORKING CLASS
MARXIST TEACHERS

AND

By this monstrous crime against
Trotsky, Stalin sought to deal a
death-blow to the world reveolution-
ary forces also, this was the real
objective behind this vicious act,
But Stalin has not succeeded!
The growing ranks of the Fourth
luternational are living and con-
clusive testimony to the fact-that
Trotsky had done his work too
well for Stalin to so easily destroy it.
By his writings, and programmatic
contributions, Trotsky had placed
the Fourth International on the
firm and unshakeable foundations
of Marxism,

Long Live The
Fourth International

The loss of “Our Old Man ",
is irreplaceable, and inflicted a
great blow at the world working
class and the Fourth International.
But because of his example in word
and deed, by his unextinguishable
revolutionary optimism, revolution-
ary communism marches on.
Trotsky is dead—but Trotskyism
lives on in the Fourth Inter-
national! On this anniversary we
send our deepest comradely sym-
pathy and oreetings to Comrade
Natalia Trotsky, the staunch com-
panion of Leon Trotsky in all the
years of their exile and isolation.
Clomrade Natalia carries on the
struggle to which * Our Old Man ™
dedicated his eventful life.

The triumph of the ideas of the-
Fourth International in the coming
struggles for world socialism is the
historieal measure of Trotsky's
contributions to the welfare of
mankind. We can pay no other
tribute, Trotsky wounld wish no
other tribute, than the determina-
tion on the part of cvery revolu-
tionary communist to dedicate his
or her life to building the instru-
ment that will lead the world
working c¢lass and exploited every-
where to their final emancipation

from capitalism towards world
socialism — the Fourth Inter-
national. With eonfidence we can

echo the grand last words of our
beloved teached, Trotsky: * Go
FORWARD—I AM SURE 0O
THE VICTORY oF THIZ
FOURTH INTERNATIUNJASL!”

How Stalinist
L’Humanite
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BRITISH AND AMERICANS WILL AID US
Despite this promise, the majority of Italians voted ror
the Republic. But that the forces of reaction were still
strong was proved by the narrow republican vietory in
the Referendum. Now these reactionary elements are
being further strengthened by the harsh peaee terms which
the victors seek to impose on the country. Nationalistic
slogans are replacing the revolutionary ones of yesterday.
Open fascist provocation is on the increase.

The role of the leaders of the working class parties, the
Socialists and Communists (Stalinists), is a particularly
revolting one, With their aid, many workers are falling

into the nationalist trap and are coming to believe that

their interests are identieal with those of the capitalist.
They do not realise that when the capitalist press—ably
seconded by the Stalinist and Socialist press—laments the
loss of Briga and Tenda to Franee, that it is the finanical
groups with investments in the hydro-electric plants in
these two countries 'whose voice is being heard; that the
question of Trieste menaces the capitalists who own the
mines and the marire works in this area.

The reformist and Stalinist leadership of the G.G.LL.
(Italian T.U.C.), has joined with the De Gasperi Govern-
ment in prohibiting strikes during the current discussions
of the Italian peace treaty, so that the “ solidarity of the
nation” can be displayed to the outside world. Thus
Togliatti and his “ Communist ” party reveals onece more
that ‘ Browderism ” is by no means dead as far as the
Stalinists are concerned.

But the weapons of the working class are mot identieal
with those of the hosses and their state. We do not go
begging for crumbs from the table of the four over-fed
victors. The working class resists the peace terms by
strengthening their organisations and fighting against the
attempts of the bosses to place the whole burden of the
“peace” on their shoulders. They appeal, not to the
Bevins, Byrnes and Molotovs, but to the solidarity of the
workers of Britain, America and Russia. To every
question, to every problem they give a different answer
to that given by De Gasperi, who is the representative of
the capitalist class. They do not propose any ready-made
solutions, imposed from above, for Venezia Guilla
(Trieste), Briga, Tenda or the Tyrol. These questions
must be decided in aecordance with the principles of self-
determination—let the people of these territories decide
their own destinies! On the loss of the colonies—they
object only that the peoples of Libya, Somaliland and
Eritrea have simply exchanged one set of masters for
another. Down with Imperialism ! For the independ-
ence of ALL colonial peoples !

These are the weapons 'with which the Italian working
class, under the leadership of the Partito Operaio Com-

‘mumista (Ttalian Section Fourth International) fights
the capitalist peace treaty.

But the fight against the Peace Treaty is not one for
the Italian workers alone. The Labour Government must
be made to realise that the workers of Britain repudiate
a peace of revenge in which the Italian workers will be
sucked dry. The signature of a representative of the
Labour Government to the proposed peace will be an act of
betrayal to every principle for which the international
Labour Movement has stood. 'We must demand, further,
that all British troops in Italy and in Venezia Giulia be
brought home. The sons of British workers must not be
used to keep other workers in subjection,

n nis leadersnip ol thae ned Ol ULy.
This falsification was answered in
advance, when, speaking of Trotsky,
Tenin said to Maxim = Gorky,
“Could anycne point out to me
another man who could organise an
almost model army in a year, and
even win the respect of military
experts, We have such a man.”

World Socialist Revolution

Trotsky personified the very idea
and essence of world revelution and
internationalism. And
very heginning of his participation
in the early revolutonary circles,
Trotsky in his writings, speeches
and by his actions, attempted fo
teach the working class and toilers
of the world, that the only way
out from the erisis with which
capitalism threatens to engulf man-
kind, is the world socialist
revolution.

To  this fundamental aim,
Trotsky's whole life was dedicated.
He was imbued with the very spirit
of revolutionary optimism. His
Marxist understanding gave him an
unshaken confidence and faith in
the future of the working eclass,
This revolutionary optimism Trot-
sky carried with him wherever he
was hounded into exile. He con-
tinued the struggle for inter-
national socialism in the blackest

Australian
Trotskyist
Candidate

REVOLUTIONARY
WORKERS' PARTY TO
CONTEST 'WEST SYDNEY

SEAT

SYDNEY—July 10th, 1946,

For the first time in its history,
the Revolutionary Workers’ Party
Australian Section of the Fourth
International, has entered the
election arena.

Comrade Jack Kavanagh, Chair-
man of the Central Committee of
the R.W.P. and an active fighter
for labour sinece 1908, is candidate
for Parliament from West Sydney,
reports the * Militant”, organ of
the R.W.P.

Comrade Jack Kavanagh entered
the Socialist movement in 1908, be-
came President of the Vancouver
Building Trades Couneil in 1912-13,
actively opposed the First World
War, and was one of the foundation

members of the Canadian Com-
munist Party. He went to
Australia in 1925,  becoming

oragniser of the Sydney Trades and
Labour Counecil in 1928-29.

Tn 1934 he was expelled from the
Communist Party for “ refusing to
agree that T.eon Trotsky was a
counter-revolutionary . e joined
the Fourth International shortly
after the outbreak of the Second
World War.

This election eampaign cannot
but have the most froitful results
for Australian Trotskyism, bring-
ing before the workers the pro-
gramme and policy of the Fourth
International.

from the-

ONE

0F THE LAST

PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN 0OF

COMRADE TROTSKY
WITH COMRADE NATALIA, MEXICO CITY.

Bulgarian G.P.U. Victims

RELEASE COMRADE GATCHEFF

The following full story of
the arrest of our Bulgarian

comrades, including B,
Dimiter Gatcheff, leading

Bulgarian Trotskyist has just

been received from Sofia,

Bulgaria.

.O" June 13, during the night,
our comrades Dimiter Gatcheff and
Dr. Mintcho Telbizoff had a visit
from the “ Communist ”* militias at

their home in Plodviv. Therough
searches were made, literature,
pamphlets, some issues of our

Party paper, * Communist Appeal ”
in mimeographed form, letters, ete.,
were taken away and the comrades
arrested.

For three days the comrades
were hpld(in the eellars of the In-
spection of the Regional Militias at
Plodviv. On June 16, they were
brought by railway to Nird-est,
From our private information we
know that already they are in the
village of Dulovo, between Toutra-
can and Silistra (Dobroudja).

Their whereabouts are kept
strictly secret. The administration
of the Ministry of Interior refuses
to let even the Regent Professor
Venelin Ganeff know, to whom the
wives of our comrades protested,

On June 17 the militias con-
tinued their arrests of our com-
rades. In Plodviy comrade Liliana
Pirintchieva has been arrested, but

we have no detailed news.
arrests are expected.

The militias use the fact that
the faseist reaction is reorganising
itself and preparing for a Coup
d’Etat as a pretext to smash our
movement—a movement which day
by day has drawn the attention of
the workers and revolutionary
elements in the Workers Party
(Stalinist) to this fact.

During the last months our
Party has carried out a very great
activity. It launched, through its
paper and publie demonstrations,
the glogan of * Workers’ and
Peasants’ (Government " and
appealed energetically to the Bul-
garian Workers Party (Stalinist
for a united front against reaction.
This appeal was welcomed by
numerous members of the Stalinist
Party. But the leadership of the
Stalinist Party had lost its head.
Faced with the danger of reaction,
instead of looking for support from
amongst the sincere defenders of
the workers’ democratic rights of
September 9, 1944—the inter-
national communists —the Stalinists
re-enforced and increased their
attacks against us. Thus, they
aided reaction.

Only an immediate and large
campaign can help our comrades.
We look to Iurope and America
for help.

Note : Trom recent news we
know that comrade Gatcheff is de-
ported to an isolated village

Other | (Dobroudja)

in very dangerous
conditions for his health which is
already bad. Comrade Mintcho
Telbizoff is probably deported to
another place in the same region.

Detroit S.W.P.
Headquarters
Set on Fire

DETROIT, U.S.A.—

Anti-Labour vandals set fire last
week to the H.W.P. (Trotskyist)

headquarters in Detroit while a
public meefing was being held.

All comrades and visitors escaped
without injury but considerable
damage was done to the hall and
equipment. A typewriter and
mimeograph machine were damaged:
quite a hit of furniture and fixtures
were destroyed; a large guantity
of literature was rendered useless.
The damage will total at least
$500.00.

This has been a heavy finaneial
blow to the Detroit comrades. Tt
will be hard for them to repair the
loss without help. The entire party
is helping to replace the damaged
equipment and literature in the
task of guickly putting the Detroit
headquarters hack into operation on
a full-scale basis.

How 3dtalinist
L’Humanite
Dealt with
Phoslal Strike

y G. MONMOUSSEALU.

“The Postal Workers, who are
struggling for their demands, do
not want to become instruments of
political manoeuvres in the service
of reaction.

“REFUSAL T0 ALLOW
THE TRADE UNION
LEADERS ON THE
MICROPHONE

“ Qur statement that the Postal
workers have carvied the strike
beyond the limits set by the Union,
and that in this they acere
vietims of political provocation,
was not magde light-mindedly.

“Mhe first information which we
Lave received, shows that a hand-
ful of agents in various regions,
who under the oceupation col-
luborated acith DPetwin, having o
hold on the telegraph und tele-
phone serrvice, were al the base of
the indiciplined movement which
risked the compromising of the
Postal workers, their Upion and
the C.G.7T. in the eyes of the
French population.

“ Agx . result of this, the 10th
Province, which comprises 8 dis-
tricts, had its communications with
the Trade Union cut since the
outbreal of the strike.

Telegrams were sent from Lalle,
Bordeaw and  Olermont-Ferrand,
giving instructions to continue the
strike. Some of these telegrams
were fraudulently signed by * La
Federation Postale”, Dut the
largest number of them carried no
signature at all, and no communi-
cation with Paris was possible.

“In the Doubs region, a ('hief
(ontroller, who had been sur-
rounded by some Hitlero-Tratsky-
ists, stopped all telegraphy.

“ Not only there, does first-huand
information reveal a coup-de-force,
which should e exposed in  full
daylight.

“ Phe vrgan of the Hitlero-Trot-
skyists leaves no doubt as to the
origin and aim of this provocation.

“hese provocatewrs have hidden
the adventurist character of the
strike by bringing it eut into the
public.

¢ This® strike aimed at nothing
else than to wutilise the legitimate
discontent of the Postal workers in
arder to strike e blow ot democracy
and the working class, at a time
when reaction makes every effort
ta provoke disorder for aims which
are only too clear.

“ Now the postal workers ure
taking on themselves the task of
establishing order where some pro-
vocateurs believed that they held
the elements of a wast political
wm»noem:re for the . henect of

reaotion.
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recently came to this country from Athens, where she

participated in the Trotskyist movement.

The following letter was sent to |
us by one of our Greek comrades :
... It became dark; we
erossed a river and directly over|
the bridge stood two men on th-e‘
road, staring quietly and concen-
trated al owr vehicle.  We drove
along slowly and saw in  the
tights of the reflector some tgn
people lying stretehed out in the
meadoww besides the road. T'hen
we speeded up and the passengers
wll ot once began 1o, sing—-
thanksgiving of reconwalescents!

“ We entered Larissa at 11
a'clock in the night. - Almost no
people in the formerly lively
streets. The hotel-keeper ex-
plained that they feel like during
the German occupation: after 9
o'elock it is muceh safer to bhe at
home, Bvery night two or three
political mwrders. “The names
of the murdered wre sometimes in
the news-paper,- never of the
marderer.  Only one wight-wing
paper continwes to appewr—oul
of three local newspapers.

“ Newt moriing I found the
eafé closed; not simply eclosed,
but the iron-curtains down and
barricaded with  iron-rods. £
usked for information: only the
third or fourth veplied with «o
shrwg: “The café?  One hand-
yrenade; not the
ooitrse. . Another at the office of
the democratic newspaper.
Nereral wounded.
the café?
the café wes destroyed he wus
already on the wag.to his ewile
on an island.’

* Heery day some un wanted | We
Nevertheless | e

ore sent in ewile.
the prison is erowded in such a
manner that people had to be
herded together in  the police-
station, over hundred at one time.
Hren UNRRA protested. The
reply: no reason for. alarm,
shortly people will be dismissed.
In Kal, they arrested o irade-
union leader: the mert morinng
he awas © dismissed®: his hody,

Licked to denth, was found in
the street.
“My friend the dieacher?

During the * puige’ of the civil-
service, most of the intellectuals
of the lefi—active or not active
“are hiding: they flee to the
higger towns. If they have no-
where to hide, they go to the
mountains. Thus they endanger
their fomilies ! the police nay
arrest and imprison them instead
of the massing ‘ criminal’.

The owner of | 1ast.
He was lucky: before ‘-1'“'

$2 of the bhands 1

village. Inevituble result: some
villagers are found Suspicious
and wmurdered on the spot.

Yesterday eight villugers between
Larissa und Ayia. A few days
ago sie shepherds in an Olym-
ian villuge. I left a village on b
byway; 200 metres  after the
village the driver showed us a
reddish spot on the ewrth: the
mayor - was murdered  here
yesterday. - - - g

“ Phe Government cwrries on
war of destruction against the
left-wing. - The observers—to
safequard the Right's decigion
in the coming plebiscite—are
provided awith interpreters wha
get ~their job - after political
ecaminalion by (overnment
officials. No wonder, that they
don't see and hear anything of
the: tlerror which differs in
nothing [rom the good old Iuseist
onGi « voc

Hopes In British Labour

Sueh are the tragic conditions
which, in Grecee today, confront
every person opposed to  the
Government's fascist ideals. A
year uago, when the peopie of
Pritain showed their disapproval
of Churchill by such an overwhelm-
ing mujority, the people of Greece

sole one of | hailed it as the beginning of a new

era, Their *sugar-daddy.’, as they
ironieallv eallefl him, was out at
His name, associated with
bioody events of Despmler
o944, stank in their nostri
powerful socialist  Goveri:
alosted by the British worl
ald snrely put a stop to
ecutions by the reactionsaries in
Grecee. :

Fvents have proved the con-
trary. After the eivil war, in
Tannary 1945, Cabinet sneceeded
(ahinet, all distinguished by a total
lack of economic policy and a
complete  absence  of  popular
support. [I.N.R.R.A. imported
roods vanished dawn the
drsin  through Jlack of a co-

ordinated plan. And the Budget
therefore remained hopelessly un-
balaneed. Moreover, the big men
centinned to make fortunes not on
a black market—there was none—
but on a totally uneontrolled one.
Trofits of 50O fo 1,0009% were
common. Inflation and a wild
fluctnation of prices were _ the
result. ‘

Ouislings and eollaborators were
cither given a seandalonsly mild
gentence or remained untouched.
Armyv and police alike were left in

dsm aguinst non-fascists, particu-

(iovernment, put into power and
sponsored by Great Britain.

Background to
General Eleetion
Not only the Stalinist Party, but

all the leaders of the Centre (about
100 of them), had one by one

I

INSIDE GREECE

Bevin Backs The Reaction

BY ALICE CONDOS

This artficle is written by Comrade Alice Condos who

Labour M.I’.s Booed

On the 1st of May, before the
new Government had had time Lo
muzzle the workers, a huge meet-
ing took place in Athens. Two
British Labour M.P.s, then visiting
Greece, were invited to speak. To
hegin with they were politely

announced their decision to abstain
also. 'I'hey considered that terrov.

larly in the viidages, was such that
a fair election was inconeeivable.
The Allied observers—some of
them irresponsible youngsters of 20,

others, like the French Count de
Simoni, alleged agents of the

(zestapo during the oceupation—
were of little use.

This was the background to the
general -elections of April 1946.
And Bevin knew it perfectly well.

The then Greek Prime Minister,
Sophoulis—a man of the Centre—
had wired to him a few days

hefore, begging for permission %o
postpone them, adding that the
situation would not permit of free
elections and giving his reasons at
Jength,

But Bevin was adamant. The
clections took place. The day after,
the electoral lists were revised,
bringing an approximate total of
(0% abstention down to the fareical

figure of 93. And, as everyone
had  Lkpown  heforehand, Greece
found herself saddled, thanks t9

applanded.  After a few sentences
from the first, the crowd hegan to

look doubtful. But  when he
deciared : —*The British - Govern-
ment’s peliey iz 100% socialist

unsrecodented storm of hoos and
j hroke out. The wretched
speaker w forced Lo add hastily :
“ 1 mean inside Great Britain ™

Since then the situation has
detericrated fast. Greece is going
over the edge. The quislings have
Teen relessed, the leaders of the
TALC. arrested, the Unions dis-
solyed. All, signs point to the
imminent return of the King. that
“eomber Danish ' Prince™ who
brought dictatorship and disaster
1o Crapee hefore the war.  Bevin
has joined the chorus led hy
General Franco, Tualdaris :
“ Tgaeism s dead, live Neo-
Fascism.”

long

* # *

The  Revolutionary Communist
Party, Dritish  Section of the
Fourth International, has learnerd
with great pleasure of the unifies

tion of the wvariouns Trotskyist
conE Gt a o single gection and

Mr. Bevin. with a Government of
black reactionaries.

sends  fraternal
Greek comrades,

greetings  to our

CONDITI

AFRICAN MIN

This is the first large-scale strike
action on the part of Native
workers in many years, and reeallg
the heroi¢ years after the end of
the first imperialist war when the
white boss e¢lass had nightmare
visions of the swiftly approachine
end of their rule.

Annual *Wage — £47

No oue with any knowledge of
the wages and conditions prevailing:
in the IRand mines—the richest”
gold fields in the world—will deny

the elementary justice of the
strikers’ demands.ﬁ The annual

'S of the

518 lost their lives through minine
accidents.

A Native workér; who is pers
manently partially disabled on the
mines gets from £1 to £20 in com-
pensation. * If he 4s permanently
totaily diszbled or killed, a lump
sum of £30 to £50 is paid. Very
often, too, through ignorance of the
law, Natives do not always receive
the full compensation thev arc en-
‘titled to.
iy S

Trade Union
Legislation

Twould menfion ~ different

WAGE - LABOUR
AND CAPITAL

With this issue of the Socialist Appeal we begin the republieation of sections of that elassie intro-

duction to Marxian economics, the pamphlet, * Wage-Labour and Capital "

The original pamphlet

wus made up from the material expounded by IKarl Marx in a series of lectures delivered to the (German
Workingmen’s Club of Brussels in 1847, and wus originally published as-a series of articles in the Neue

Rheinische Zeitung in 1849.

The present text was revised by Frederick Engels, life-long  collaborator

and friend of Karl Marx, and the ideas brought up fo date to conform with the later discoveries of Marx,

Tn the words of Engels in his introduction of . 1891: *“ This pamphlet is not as Marx wrote il in 1849,
but approximately as Marx would have written it in 1891.”

The aim of the Socialist Appeal in vepublishing this material is to introduee afvesh among the widest
cireles of our supporters and friends a discussion on the basic ideas of Marxian economies in the conflict

to bhe found in modern society between wage-labour and capital. — Hditor.
_ CHAPTER I
Pl‘t‘-llnllllary ] Hungary, the starvation of lreland Worker, the Sway of the
I'ROM virions quarters we have | 080 submission—these were the ' Capitalist.

been reproached . for neglecting £ chief  events in which  the 0 At rievibable: Rwin oof. the
portray the economic conditions Fnropean class stmggle between | Middle ‘Classp;' S
which form the material basis of bourgeotsm and qukmg clgss \v.1.~.=_| called Gumr.-r.l-;us under ;hp
the ~ present  struggles between | SUmmed up, and from which we present system f s
classes and nations, With set proved that every revolutionary up- e e S A
purpose we have hitherto touched | TiSng however remote from the |- & The (-'0511.‘“9‘_'“1-"! Subjugation
upon  these conditions only when |C088 struggle its object might and  Lxploitation —of . the
they forced themselves wp the | &Ppear, must of necessity fail until Bourgeois classes  of  the

: pon
surface of the political conflicts.
_lr wiis neecessary, beyond every-
thing else, to follow the develop-
ment of the elass struggle in the
history of onr own day, and to
prove ecmpirically, by the actual
and daily new-created historical
material, that with the sub-
ingation of - the working class,
accomplished in the days of Keb-
ruary and  March 1848, the
opponents  of  that  class—the
hourgeois repnhlicans in  Franee,
and the - bourgeoid and peasant
classes who were fighting feudal
absolutism throughout the whole
continent of lnrope—were simul-
taneously econquered; that the
vietory of the “moderate republie”
in France sounded at the same time
the fall of the nations which had
responded to the Hebruary revo-
lution vith heroie war of independ-
enee ; and fina ly  that, by the
victory over the revolutionary
workingmen, Iturope fell hack into
its old double slave into the
Hnglish-Russian slavery.

fl“!ll:-‘;. the tragi-comedy in Berlin
i November. 1848, the desperate
efforts  of Poland, Ttaly and

Y

What Are Wages ?
It several workmen were to be
rsked @ “How much wages do you
wet? 7 one would reply, “ T et two
shillings a day from my employer ” ;
another, “I get three shillings a
day,” and so0 on.  According to the
different  bhranchies of industry in
whicie they are employed, they
suims  of
money that they receive from their
respective employer for the con-
pletion ofsa certain task; for ex-

$8i The; |
June conflict in Paris, the fall of |

the revolutionary. working class
shall have conquered ;—that every
social reform must remain a Utopia
until the proletarian revolution and
the feudalistic counter-revolution
have been pitted against each other
in a world-wide war, In onr pre-
sentation, as in reality, Delgium
and Switzerland were tragi-comic
caricaturish gemwre pictures in the
great historie tablean ; the one the

model  State  of the hourgeois
monarchy, the other the nmfln.]
State of the bourgeois republic;

both of them, States that fatter
themselves to be' just as free from
the class struggle as  from the
Enropean revolution.®
But now, after our readers have
geen the elass struggle of the year
1848 develop into eolossal political
proportions, it is time to examine
more clogely the economic condi-
tions themselyes upon which is
founded the existence of the
capitalist class and its elass rule,
as well as the slavery of the
workers.
We shall present the subject in
three great divisions:
1. The Relation of Wage-Labour
to Capital, the Slavery of the

CHAPTER II

Let us take any worker; for ex-
ample, a weaver,  The capitalist
supplies him with the loom and
the yarn. The weaver applies him-
seif to work, and the yarn is turned
into ecloth. The eapitalist fakes
possession of the cloth and sells it
for twenty shillings, for example.
Now -are the wages of the weaver
4 share of the cloth, of the twenty
shillings, or the product of his
work? By no means..  Long before
the eloth is sold, perhaps long
hefore it is fully woven, the weaver
has  received his wuges. The
capitalist, then, does not pay his

P AL P S P LU N R A O W L e A

various European nations by
the Despot of the World
Market—England.

We shall seek to portray this as
simply and popularly as possible,
and shali not presuppose a know-
ledge of even the most elementary

notions _of political economy. We
wish to be understood by the
workers. And, moreover, there

prevails in Germany the most re-
markable ignorance and confusion
of ideas in regard to the simplest
cermomic  relations,  from  the
patented defenders of existing con-
ditions, down to the socialist
wonder-workers and the unrecog-
nised political geniuses, in which
divided Germany iss even richer
than in duodecimo princelings. We
therefore proceed to the considera-
tion of the first problem.

# 1t must be remembered that this

was  written over  forty years
ago. To-day, the class struggle

in Switzerland, and especially in
Belginm, has reached that degree
of development where it compels
recognition from even the most
superficial observers of politieal
and industrial life.—7"ranslatoi’s

Note to 1891 edition.

spius, bores, turns, builds, shovels,
breaks stone, ecarries hods, and so
on—is this twelve hours' weaving,
spinning, boring, turning, building,
shovelling, stone-breaking, regarded
by him as a manifestation of life,
as Jife? Quite the contrary. Life
for him begins where this activity

«ceases, at the table, at the tavern

seat, in bed. 'The rtwelve hours’
work, on the other hand, has no
mqaning for him. as weaving,
spinning, boring, and so on, but
only as earnings, which enable him
to sit down at-a table, to take his
seat in the tavern, and to lie down
i a hoad TF he @31k cwarm’e nhicot



—are hiding; they flee o the
Ligoer towns. If they have no-
ahere to hide, they go to the
mowntaing.  Thus they endunger
their families ¢ the police maiy
arrest and @mmwoﬂ them instead
of the missing ‘eriminal ’.

“ The activity of the b(rmis i8
agrowing from day to day. The
fugitives from town and village,
well-ermed, descend from the
mountains. Sometimes  real

. battles are fought out between
them and the nolice, reinforced
by armed civilians. The left-
wing band retives to the moun-
tains,
interrogate the inhabitunts of the

The Government forees .

Profits of BHOO fo 1,000% were

common. Inflation and a wild
Auetuation nf prices were l:he
result.

Quislings and eollaborators were
pither given a seandalously mild
gentence or remained mlt'nll(_hf‘ﬂ
Army and police alike were left in
the hands of fascist elements.
(""he creator- of the German-in
spired Security Battalions, General
(thonatas, reaponq]blu for thu
murder of thousands of- leftists, is
today o member of the Cabinet).
Liad persecuted the Greek
workers under the name of the 3rd
T2eich ; they now econtinue to do so
under the name of their

Thay

STEEL

(Continued from Front Page.)

In the case of the coal mines,
the formation of the State-owned
monopoly means that the in-
efficiency of the coal eapitalists has
been so dangerous to the well-bein:
of the whole of the capitalist class
that, through the State muchine, it
has decided to subordinate the in-
terests of the coal capitalists to the
interests of the class as a whole.
In the case of the steel monopoly,
the special interests of the steel
barons still predominate but are
partially restricted by the State.

State-owned capitalist trustifica-
tion, or State monopoly private
trustification, whatever form the
capitalist organisation of industry
takes, will not aid the working
class.  However hard individual
groups of capitalists fight over the
form of trustification, and however
hard the reformers of capitalism
try to involve the werking eclass in
this struggle, the decision will be in
the interest of the capitalists and
not of the workers, The capitalists
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will still continue to draw their
tribute in the form of interest from
the toil and sweat of the working
class.

For nationalisation to aect in the
interests of the working elass, it
should be carried out without com-
pensation to the former owners,
and the industry: operated demo-
cratically on a national seale
under the control of the working
class; this is the method of
Rocialism. It is to this end that
the struggle: must be conducted in
the organisations of the working
class,

If the workers do not eall a halt
now, if they allow this shameful
capitulation to go unchallenged, it
will be but a forerunner of further
capitulations in the future.

No Retreat before the Steel
Barons. Utilise their open
blackmail to deal with them
in a ruthless way.
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No one with any knowledge of

the wages and cdnditions prevailing |

in the Rand mines—the richest”
eold fields in the world—will deny
the elementary justice of the

strikers’ demands. The annual
average wage for a “Non-
European” worker in the mines

is £47; that of a ' FKuropean” is
£390. The figure of £47 includes
cash valuation of housing and food.

According to the report published
by the Native economic Commission,
the average rate for all under-
ground labour was caleulated to be
2s, 0id. per shift in 1914, and
2s. 23d, in 1930, and no increase
in rates has taken place since. In
the same period, price levels vose
by over 48 per cent. Wages of the
Furopean miner were inereased by
nearly 20 per cent.,, while he also
received large additional benefits in
the nature of provision for peusions
and holidays.

In contrast to
maenates have heen raking in
cologsal profits. Between 1868 and
1932, the volume of gold extracted
from the Rand mines amounted to
£1,145,000,000. Dividends  paid
out totalled £245,000,000, out of
which £190,000,000 went abroad,
chiefly to Britain. Since then the
price of zold has rvisen steeply. In
1937, £15,000,000 were paid out in
dividends. Today, with gold at a
premium, the profits must be
reaching fantastic dimensions.

this, the mine

Slave Camps

Clonditions under which the
Native miners have to live can only
be compared with the worst reports
from the Slave Camps of Nazi
Germany. They are housed in com-
pounds, each containing from 1,000
to 5,000 Natives, " On the Rand
there are about 60 of these com-
pounds with their tiers of cement
bunks and high brick walls, ITere
they are herded together, separated
from their families, isolated from
the outside world for the period of
their servitude. An  elahorate
Truck system ensures that a laree
proportion of their meagre pay is
siphoned back into the pockets of
the mine-owners.

3,075 Casualities In Year

Before a1 Native is recruited for
work in the mines, he goes through
three strict medical examinations.
Something like 25 per cent. of all
candidates are rejected on medieal
grounds—in itself a startling com-
mentary on the malnutrition and
poverty prevailing among the nativé
population  generally. It may
therefore be assumed that only
Natives of strong physique and in
good condition are finally aceepted,
Despite this, the ﬁe'lth-rate from
disease among Nulwv miners is
such that in 1937, 2,757 of them
died of diseases contrautcd at the
mines. In the same year, a further

XEL Y 9 ENEEIE VAL (SR VY SR A 5 Rt
the full compensation thev are en-
“titled to.

Leglslatmn

Roestrictive  law§  have made
greanization into Trade Unions a
hazardous task for Native workers,
The Riotous Asgembly Act and the
Pass Laws have been used to re-
moyve Trade Union organisers or to
prevent their access to Natives in
the reserves and compounds. “Whi'e
white weorkers are, by law, allowed
to strike after giving the necessary
notice as preseribed in the Indus
trial Coneiliation Act, another law.
the Masters and Bervants Aet
makes it an offenee for Nuatives
under lahour contract to w withhold

service witheut eiving statutorv
notice of the termination of their
contract.

The Native Service Contract Act
of 1913 permits the corporal
punishment of male Natives up to
18 years of age for any contraven-
tion of the Masters and Servants
Acts. »

Of course, these legislative
obstacles have not succeeded in
their objeetive to prevent Native
workers from organising and from
resorting  to stuLv action, "L'he
famous Imdustrial and Commereial
Union (LC.U.) reached a peak
membership  of 100,000 in the
1920's, and led many powerful
sh'uggle. The Dock workers of
Clape Town, the sanitary employees
and. laundry workers on the Rand
have a history of unegualled milit-
aney behind them.

Africans’ Forward March

The strike in the mines marks the
beginning of a new phase of class
struggles in South Africa. The war,
with its rapid industrialisation of
the country, has awakened the
social  conscience  of  tens  of
thousands = of African workers.
Many of them fought in the Sonth
African Army for ‘democracy™
and a better way of life. They are
now “determined to secure a little
of this muechivannted demoaeracy
for themselves and their children.
Neither pelice charges, tear-gas
bombs or repressive slave legis-
lation will he able to halt their
forward march,

CORRECTION

We mugt apologise for an error
in © queotation in the article,
“ Shipping Figures Reveal
Charige ¥, in ‘the last issue of
Socialist Appeal, which read, * The
unsold 3,500 tons are te be added
to the reserve fleets. . . . The
quotation shonld have read, “The
ansoeld 3,500 ships are to be added
to the reserve fleets. . . .7

Send Resolutions of Protest to

South Africa House,

Trafalgar Square, London

|

Twotlld mentio

| Despite the variety

Wiy,  and sg on., Adccording vo the
different branches of industry in
whicle  they ] umpln\od they

. it sums  of
money that they reecive from their
respective employer for the con-
pletion of.a certain task: Tor ex-
amp’e, for weaving u yard of linen,
or for setting a page of type.
of their state-
would all agree upon
one point: that wages are the
smoint of  money. which  the
capitalist pays for a certain period
of work or for a certain amount of
work.

ments, they

Consequently it appears that the
capitalist. Duys their labour with
money, and that for moncy they sell
him their labour. But  this is
merely an  illusion. What they
actually sell to the ecapitalist for
money is their labouwr-poicer. This
lakour-power the eapitalist buys for
a day, & week, a month, ete. And
after he has bhought it, he uses it
up by letting the worker: labour
during the stipulated time. With
the same amount of money with
which the eapitalist has bhought

their lahour-power (for example,
with twe shilings) he could have

bought a certain amount of suzar
or of any eother commodity., The
two &hillings with which he Lought
twenty pounds of sngar is the price
of the twenty pounds of sugar. The
two shillings with which he bought
twelve hours’ use of the labonr-
power, is the price of twelve hours’
labour. Labour-power, then. is a
commodity, no more, no less so
than is the sugar, The first is
measured by the clock. the other by
the scales.

Their commodity, labour-power,
the workers exchange for the com-
modity of the eapitalist, for money,
and, moreover, this exchange takes
place at a certain ratio. So much
money for so loug a use of labour-
power. Kor twelve hours, weaving.
two shillings. And these two
shillings, do they not represent all
the other commodities which I can
buy for two shillings? Thercfore,
actually, the worker has exchanged
his commodity, labour-power, for
commuodities of all kinds, and, more-
over, at a certain ratio. By giving
him two shillings, the eapitalist has
siven him so much meat, so much
clothing, so much wood, light, etc..
in exchange for his day’s work.
The two shillings therefore ex-
presses the relation in which
labour-power is exchanged for
other commoditics, the exchange
value of labour-power.

The exchange value of com-
modity estimated in money is called
its price. Wages therefore are
only a special name for the price
of lulmur—powel'. and are usually
called the price of vwlk. it is the
spceml name for the price of this
peculiar comm(prlltv which has no
other repository than human flesh

and blood.

" bk b e Lot A (3 e S LS S S e S e A e )
a bimre of the cloth, of the 'rwent‘,
shillings, or the product of his
wark? DBy no means.. Long before
the: eloth is sold, perhaps long
hefore it is fully woven, the weaver
has o received his wuges. The
capitalist, then, does not pay his
wages out of the money which he
will ebtain from the cloth, but out
of money already on hand. Just as
little as loom and yarn are the pro-
duct of the weaver to whom they
are supplied by the cmpioyer, just
so little are the commodities which
he receives in exchange for his com-
modity- -labour-power—his product.
It is possible that the employer
found no purchasers at all for the
cloth. It is possible that he did not
get even the amount of the wages
by its sale. It is possible that he
sells it very profitably in proportion
to the weaver's wages. But all
that does not concern the weaver.
With a part of his existing wealth.
of his capital, the capitalist buys
the labour-power of the weaver in
exactly the same manner as, with
another part of his wealth, he has
bought the ‘raw material—the
varn—and the instrument of work
—the loom. After he has made
purchases, and among them belongs
the labour-power necessary to the
production of the cloth, he produces
only with raw maetérials and instru-
ments of labowr belonging to Tim.
Tor our good weaver, too, is one of
the instruments of labour, and
being in this respect on a par with
the loom, he has no more share in
the product (the e¢loth), or in the
price of the produet, than the loom
itself has.

Wages, +therefove, are not a
share of the worker in the com-
modities  produced by  himself.
Wages are that part of already

eristing  commodities with wwhich
the ecapitalist buys a certuin
amount . of  productive labour-

PONWET.

Consequently, labour-power is a
commodity which its possessor, sthe
wage-worker, sells to the capitalist.
Why does he sell it? In order to
live,

But the putting of labour-power
into action, i.e,, the work, is the
active expression of the labonrers
own life.  And this life activity he
sells to another person in erder to
gecure the necessary means of hife.
His life-activity, therefore, is  but
a means of securing his own exist-
ence, He works that he may Feep
alive. Ile does not count 1ike
labour itself as a part of his life;
it is rather a sacrifice of his life.
It is a commodity that he has
auctioned off to another. The pro-
duet of his activity, therefore, is
not the aim of his activity. What
he produces for himself is not the
silk that he weaves, not the gold
that he draws up the mining shaft,
not the palace that he builds.
What he produces for himself is
wages: and silk, gold, and palace
are lew‘ved for him into a certain
quantity of necessaries of life, per-
haps into a ecotton jacket, inte
copper coing, and into a basement
dwelling. And the labourer who
for twelve hours leng, weaves,

se’lt, in bed. Thc twu]ve hullh
work, on the other hand. has no
Ineani.ug for him as woaving,
spinning, boring, and wo on, bl
only as earnings, which enuble him
to sit down at - table, to take his
seat in the tavern, and to lie down
in a bed, If the silk-worm’s object
in spinning were to prolong its
existence as caterpillar, it would be
a perfect example of a wage-worker,

Liabour-power was not always n
commodity (merchandise). Labour
was not always wage-labour, i.e.,
free labour. The slave did not sell
his labour-power to the slave-
owner, any more than the ox sells
his labouring force to the farmer.
The glave, together with his labour-

power, was sold to his owner once
for all. He is a commodity that
can pass from the hand of one
owner to that of another. Ie

himself is a commodity, but his
labour-power is not his commodity.
The serf sellst only a portion of
his labour-power. It is not he who
receives wages from the owner ol
the land: it is rather the owner of
the land who receives o tribute
from him. The serf belongs to the
soil, and to the lord of the soil he
brings its fruit. The free labourer,
on the other hand, sells his very
self, and that by fractions. He
auctions off eight, ten, twelve,
hours of his life, one day like the
next, to the highest bidder, to the
owner of raw materials, tools, and
means of life, i.e., to the eapitalist
The labourer belongs neither to an
owner nor to the soi, but eight,
ten, twelve, fifteen hours of his daily
life belong to whomsoever buys
them. The worker leaveos the
capitalist, to whom he huas  sold
himself, as often as he chooses, and
the ecapitalist discharges him as
often as he sees fit, as soon as he
no longer gets any use, or not the
required use, out of him. Dut the
worker, whose only source of in
come is the sale of his labour
power, cannot leave the whole class
of buyers, 1.e., the capitalist class,
unless he gives up his own exist
ence. He does not belong to this
or to the eapitalist, but to the
capitalist eless; and it is for him
to find his man, i.e., to find a buyer
in this ecapitalist class.

Before entering
upon the relation of ecapital to
wage-labour, we shall present
briefly the most general “conditions
which come into consideration in
the determination of wages.

more ¢.osely

Wages, as we have scen, are the
price of a certain  eommaodity,
labour-power. Wages, therefore,
are determined by the same laws
that determine the price of every
other commodity. Thé question
then is, How is the price of u
commodity determined ?

T¢Sell ™ is 1ot a very exact ox-
pression, for serfdom in its purity
did not involve any relations of
buying and selling hetween the
serf and the lord of the manor.
the tributes of the former to the
latter consisting in labour and in
ERind. It is evident that Marx
uses here the word *“ sells ** in the
general  sense of - alienation.—
Translator.
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