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Fighting >
in the shadow ! ,;
of slavery

by S. Hamer

Workers in the South have been struggling for more
than 200 years, from the backbreaking labor of the cot-
ton fields to the noise and dangers of the factories. We
have been trying to overcome the inhuman treatment of
the racist landowners and bosses. We have been hoping
to find an answer to the question: how can we find total
freedom instead of this destructive capitalist society?

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s was the
beginning of the hope that we could banish out a hatred
so deep in America. It seemed as if it was within our
reach to change this society. But it didn’t fully happen.
And now, when we are about to enter the 21st century,
it seems like the conditions for many Southern workers
are heading back toward the 19th century. There is still
a shadow of slave labor, a shadow of sharecropping, a
shadow of prison labor over all of us. '

LIVING WITH LEGEND OF 1960s

Why didn’t the movement of the 1960s go on to total
freedom? Many people say that the answer is the power
of capitalism, the power of the state. I live in
Mississippi. I know the power of corporations and the
power of the state. They go hand in hand in Mississippi;
both are together in keeping workers down.

But that isn’t the only reason the movements of the
1960s didn’t go through to total freedom. I believe that
part of the reason is that the Idea of Freedom needs to
go deeper than where the movement has taken it up to
now. There are no more shackles around our ankles; the
chains which bind us are mental chains.

Sometimes in a great struggle, like a strike, we can
take big steps climbing up the ladder to understanding
the Idea of Freedom and being able to tell others about

(Continued on page 3)

40 years since g
Fanon’s Dying
Golonialism

by Lou Turner

It’s been 40 years since Frantz Fanon’s second and

perbaps least examined work, A Dying Colonialism, -

was published and immediately banned by France’s
colonial-imperialist government of Charles de Gaulle.
Recently, I shared a panel in Philadelphia at the
African Studies Association Conference and the follow-
ing day, in New York, at a Columbia University African
Institute round-—table with scholars discussing the sig-
nificance of this most dialectical work on the Algerian
Revolution.

Dying at the all-too-early age of 36, in December
1961, Fanon didn’t live to see Algeria gain its indepen-
dence, nor to witness its incompleteness retrogress
into the fratricidal violence that presently engulfs it.

- _The fate of such Third World revolutions was the sub-

ject of Fanon’s last and greatest work on the dialectics
of revolution, The Wretched of the Earth.

The one exceptlon to the judgment that A Dying
Colonialism is Fanon’s least studied work is the book’s
first chapter, “Algeria Unveiled,” on women in the rev-
olution. At the other end of Fanon’s book, which he orig-
inally titled “The Fifth Year of the Revolution” in
homage to Karl Marx’s 18th Brumaire, the last chapter
of A Dying Colonialism on the Minorities Question has
received scant attention. And yet, in today’s world of
faddish multiculturalism, crises of multiethnic democ-
racy and identity politics, let alone the near daily sav-
agery of “ethnic cleansings,”
leaves no doubt as to Fanon’s continuing significance.

In fact, what Fanon means by “minority” is political

_ minority. He had written three sharply critical articles

at the end of 1957 for the Algerian journal, El
Moudjahid, on “French Intellectuals and Democrats

. and the Algerian Revolution.” In them he takes the

French Left to task for blackmailing the liberation
movement regarding its conduct of the revolution. A
year or so later, in A Dying Colonialism, his attitude is
considerably changed.

The National Liberation Front (FLN) of the Algerlan :

Revolution had, as had its nationalist predecessors,
(Continued on page 8)

this overlooked chapter -

Welfare ‘reform’ deepens
poverty, stirs resistance

by Anne Jaclard

What is the state.of the poor in the U.S,, three
years after Bill Clinton joined with Republicans to
dismantle the welfare system? It had provided a
safety net, at least for most mothers with young -
children. A draconian new system is causing
poverty to deepen, even though the growing econ-
omy has gobbled up some welfare-leavers into
low-wage jobs. People who are trying to get or
retain public assistance face enormous obstacles.
While there have not been mass strikes or upris-
ings against the cuts, welfare rights groups are
growing and fighting back.

New York City rocked with singing, stomping
and hand waving during the final leg and rally of
the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights
Campaign’s “March of the Americas.” Nov. 1.
Participants ended their 32-day walk from
Washington, D.C. to the United Nations by

demanding enforcement of the 1948 Universal March of the Americas activists at the Philadelphia rally.

Declaration of Human Rights’ guarantees of a liv-

ing wage, food, education, health care and housing for
all. It was truly a “March of the Americas,” with partic-
ipants from Canadian and Latin American poor people’s
organizations, as well as welfare rights, workers, home-
less, community and deaf groups from all over the U.S.
and some from Europe. About 100 people, speaking 11
languages, marched the whole 400 miles.

The march and other multi-organizational national
demonstrations challenge the dominant ideology’s
acceptance of poverty. One former welfare recipient told
us, “We are at a serious crossroads in human history,
symbolized by the extreme gap between the haves and
the have nots. At the March of the Americas, people
were bringing their case before the court of justice.”

WELFARE REFORM = WELFARE REPEAL

~ The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Act of 1996 did not reform welfare so much as repeal
and deform it. The law eliminated many kinds of
grants, placed life-time time limits on receiving assis-
tance, and mandated workfare for everyone—New York

After East Timor, Aceh

Two million people came to Banda Aceh, the capital of
Aceh province, Nov. 8 to demonstrate in favor of a refer-
endum on Aceh’s independence from Indonesia. Following
a statement by Abdurrahman Wahid, the new president of
Indonesia, that he agreed in principle that Aceh deserved
a referendum, nearly half the entire population of 4.3 mil-
lion turned out to demand that a referendum be scheduled
by Dec. 4. If it is not scheduled and held soon, student
leaders say they will hold it themselves, no matter—“we
are prepared to die.”

Before now, little was heard internationally about

Aceh—it is the northwestern tip of Indonesia, on the
island of Sumatra—but it has a long history of Indonesian
military repression and a short, new history of civilian
mobilization.

Aceh was an independent country for centuries. From

1873 to 1942, it was at war with the Dutch, who colonized "

most of Indonesia. Occupied by the Japanese during

World War II, it then continued to resist colonization, but-

the U.N. added Aceh to Indonesia when that state was
created. Aceh initially supported the popular government
of Sukarno, who promised it some autonomy, but he

“betrayed his promise. Aceh then suffered under the 32

years of Suharto’s dictatorship, especially 1988-98, when
it was designated a military enclave in order to combat
the guerrilla independence force.

This year, the student movement combined with work-
ers’, farmers’, women’s, religious, ethnic and community
organizations to build the demand for a referendum.
Within two months after a student conference in
February, the demand appeared on banners and graffiti in
the streets of every village.

Just three months ago, Indonesia allowed such a refer-
endum in East Timor, and when the population voted
overwhelmingly against remaining a part of Indonesia,
the military -slaughtered thousands of people. The
Acehnese understand very well that this can happen to
them—in the past 10 years, the Indonesian army has
inflicted almost 3,000 deaths, 2,800 disappearances, 4,663
tortured, 186 rapes and sexual assaults, and created
90,000 refugees in Aceh.”

News & Letters interviewed a leading student activist,
22-year old Aguswandi, who visited New York after receiv-
ing a rash of death threats at home. Just before the Nov.

City is starting to require it from recipients who are
HIV-positive, as well as the disabled.
Conti

demands independence

8 demonstration, he told us:

People outside of Aceh don’t understand the extent of the
grassroots movement there. They may have heard of the
“Free Aceh” (guerrilla) movement, but the largest move-
ment is that of civil society. The whole population is resist-
ing the government of Indonesia. The motor of the move-
ment is the pro-democracy groups: students, those Muslim
clerics who are close to the people, intellectuals, and others.
They are carrying out an unarmed movement. Their first
target is to get a referendum on whether to remain a part
of Indonesia or become independent. Whichever wins, the
referendum must free Aceh from repression. We want the
brutal activities of the army stopped,and the army out of
Aceh. Another goal is to investigate human rights abuses
and bring the perpetrators before an international tri-
bunal. The civilian movement supports democracy and
peaceful change.

My organization is Student Solidarity for the People,
called SMUR. We are university students who do commu-
nity organizing, helping grassroots groups that are resist- .
ing the military. One is called Victims of Military Cruelty.
Others are composed of farmers, laborers, traditional (trib-
al) organizations, public transport drivers (of bicycles),
middle and high school students.

We started holding community meetings. People were
scared to participate in actions, but we told them the stu-
dents couldn’t solve the problem alone. The killing and
kidnapping is still going on, so the villagers know they
can’t trust the government. SMUR planted ideas about
how to fight peacefully by organizing the farmers, workers,
everyone. The groups grew and reached every part of soci-
ety. The ideas of what to do came from the villagers them-
selves. That made people radical and involved. Almost

(Continued on page 5)
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" Poor women ‘Making Ends Meet’

Dunng the past 20 years, the prevailing social belief
that people on welfare are responsible for their own
problems has become more and more entrenched, to the
point that “welfare reform” forces poor single parents
into work without addressing the availability of decent-
paying jobs or what else parents need to-adequately
raige their children. So pervasive is the myth that all
social ills of poverty will be solved by making mothers
work that there is little research on how poor single
parents survive. Making Ends Meet: How Single
Mothers Survive Welfare and Low-Wage Work, by
Kathryn Edin and Laura Lein (1997, Russell Sage
Foundation), a study of 214 mothers who were either

“wage-reliant” or “welfare-reliant” in 1991, is unusual
in several important ways.

.® The investigators selected their participants
through trusted intermediaries within their com-
munities. The standard “scientific” method — an
impersonal random sample — did not yield moth-
ers willing to reveal their sources of support to
strangers, academic credentials notwithstanding.

® They designed the study to emphasize compre-
hensive interviews with mothers who had a good
understanding of their lives. ‘

® They recognize that the demands of good parent-
ing motivated the survival strategies used by the
mothers, who avoided activities that would have
generated negative role models for their children.

® They demonstrate beyond doubt how the welfare
and low-wage economy prevents people from “get-
ting ahead.”

One mother’s story dramatizes this: She had worked
for ten years and was a payroll supervisor earning
$8.00 per hour, when a new company came in and cut
her pay to $6.00. She had just bought a small house
through a special HUD program. To keep it, she had to
take a second job evenings and weekends. Her 14-year-
old daughter began shoplifting, having unprotected sex
and was truant from school. Mom tried to find a better-
paying job so she could devote more time to her daugh-
ter, but after six months, 100 applications and several
dozen interviews, she was unable to do so. Two years
later, the daughter had dropped out of high school and
had a child of her own.

Over half the families received financial help from
the fathers or father-figures of the children. This
reveals that “absent fathers” were absent and irrespon-
sible only part of the time, and often because of the
same economic constraints of low-wage and transitory

\ jobs — or prison sentences — that the mothers con-

fronted. It was also clear from the data that the
“reforms” which permit a state to recapture its welfare
costs from “deadbeat dads” only further burdens the
families, because the man has that much less to provide
directly to them. And criminalizing a father for back
child support does not help him develop a marketable
resume.

Daisy Bates remembered

When Daisy Bates died at the age of 84 in Little Rock,
Ark., on Nov. 4, the world lost a powerful voice for free-
dom. At the same time that the nine African Americans,
who in 1957 integrated Little Rock’s Central High
School, received from Clinton’s hand the Congressional
Gold Medal for “selfless heroism” in the face of racial
violence, Daisy Bates — whose determination to bring
quality education to Black children brought the “Little
Rock Nine” together and helped them endure a year of
hell — was buried.

Daisy Bates’ work with the Little Rock Nine by no
means exhausts her lifelong activism. Following in the
Barnett — who used her jour-
nalistic skills to expose the real nature and extent of the

. lynching of Blacks — Bates combined her activism

against racism and her vision of a freer future in her
work with The Arkansas State Press, a paper founded by
her husband, the journalist Lucius Christopher Bates in
1941, the year before they married.

During the 18 years they worked on the press, it

became “the largest.and most influential Black paper in .

the state” because it was fearless in taking on police
brutality, segregation, and the racism in the criminal
(in)justice system. When, in 1942, the Bates’ reported

the horrible details of the murder of a Black soldier by
~a Little Rock cop, the white advertisers boycotted The

State Press. In response to the merchants’ demand that
the paper stop reporting on racist events, the Bates’
responded: “where the Negro interests were involved,
there would be no compromise.”

The press almost went under, but by working 16-hour
days L.C. and Daisy Bates built up the circulation to
20,000. The State Press became known as “the voice of
the people.”

The work on The State Press led to Ms. Bates being
chosen as president of the Arkansas state conference of

~the NAACP in 1952. From this position she led the cam-

paign to integrate Little Rock schools. Daisy Bates put
up with bricks through her windows, burning crosses on
her - lawn, death threats, arrest, harassment and the

- eventual closing of The State Press (which she restarted
©in 1984).

. Thereis no danger-that Daisy Bates will be forgotten.

- Over 700 people were at her funeral. But she was never

interested in fame. What gives meaning to her death is
our commitment to fight for a new human society. The
—Terry Moon

_ are people.”

The authors conclude that unless the labor-market
problem of too few living-wage jobs is corrected “welfare
reform” can only create massive economic misery. They
also predict that reduced time for good parenting will
prove far more costly than welfare and will be felt for
generations to come.

I am sure they are right. But we cannot look for any
solutions in improving the labor market when in the
entire world-wide system of capitalist production,
machinery and automatic processes are steadily replac-
ing workers and creating greater numbers of people in
every economic sector who have no jobs, let alone living-
wage jobs.

Making Ends Meet does not discuss possible solu-
tions. But by presenting the ingenuity, creativity, and
humanity of single mothers, it can help develop a
notion of these same mothers as powerful agents who,
understanding the capitalist system, when organized
and allied with other forces in society, especially union-
ized labor and prisoner labor, could find ways to create
a revolution in society that would be centered on
humanity instead of on capitalist production.

—Susan Van Gelder

‘Creating Change’
conference

Oakland, Cal.—The twelfth. annual Creating
Change conference was held here this past November,
bringing together over 2,500 lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (Igbt) activists and thinkers from across
the USA, from the 87-year old Harry Hay to homeless
transgender youth. But for all the exhilaration of the
event, the pull of retrogression was felt: workshops on
spirituality were plentiful, while the word revolution
was barely spoken.

The locus for radical organizing and thought, at the
moment, is among those who are opposed to the so-
called “Millennium March on Washington.” This event,
scheduled for April 30, has been organized by the
Human Rights Campaign (a national gay/lesbian rights
organization) and the Metropolitan Community Church
(a gay/lesbian evangelical Christian church) without
any grassroots participation. Furthermore, the organiz-
ers announced a thoroughly assimilationist theme of
“Faith and Family”! ‘

Opposition te the Millennium March has been voiced
among members of the Ad Hoc Committee for an Open
Process. The two meetings which they held featured
strong critiques, by Black lesbians in particular, of cap-
italism’s effects on the lght community. Black lesbian
author Jewelle Gomez warned that lgbt visibility
should not simply be translated into becoming a niche
market. She challenged each of us to stay close to
activism, and to resist the pull towards the corridors of
power.

Mandy Carter—a southern Black lesbian who pub-
licly resigned from the Human Rights Campaign when
they endorsed misogynist, anti-immigrant senator Al
D’Amato last year—spoke of the queer movement at a
crossroads. Vowing “no more business as usual,” she
called for a “reality check on principles and values”
around issues of race and class. A young Black lesbian
from Washington, D.C., Carmen, reminded us that
queer youth are coming out-at younger and younger
ages, and they “want to come out into something real,”
not into a replica of the mainstream society that
oppresses them.

Queer homeless youth held a powerful session,
which projected an indictment of the family. Many
queer youth are homeless because their parents kick
them out of the house if they dare to-come out. But

Christian, one of the youths, pointed out that youth are .

also rejecting the traditional household when they pre-
fer the streets to a cruel home. The youth were united
in their critique of the police: “Nothing can be done
through the police; it doesn’t matter how much ‘sensi-
tivity’ training they’ve had, they don’t like queer
youth,” Christian said. As if to underline this theme,
the conference security had harassed the youth who
were speaking on this panel. The security guard went
up to the three homeless youth, and said “Get out, we're
having a conference here!” to which one of them replied
“We’re the next act!” They were then told to keep quiet,
though they had not been making any noise!

An even more serious incident occurred early
Saturday morning in the streets of Oakland. A young
Black transgender woman and Oakland resident was
the victim of a hate crime, suffering stab wounds to her
hand. When police arrived, one officer was contemptu-
ous of her gender status, and complained about it being

“too much paper work” to notate. When conference par- -

ticipants heard about this, they organized a march to
Oakland police headquarters Saturday afternoon.
Fifteen hundred people marched, chanting “Gender
rights are human rights” and “We’re not paper work, we
The march got the attention of the police
and the mayor, but also revealed the contradictions of
the conference: many of the youth and transgender
organizers were not fully acknowledged, and the lead-
ership of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force

"(NGLTF, the organization which sponsors the confer-

ence) made themselves highly visible. But there was
still tremendous power in having the conference partic-
ipants stand as one for transgender rights—a subject
that many shied away from in the past.

—dJennifer Pen

Protest at women’s prison

- Chowchilla, Cal.— About a hundred of us from
Cahforma Coalition for Women Prisoners (CCWP),
California Prison Focus, Women’s Positive Legal Action

Network (Women’s PLAN) and other organizations

demonstrated here Nov. 13 outside the two largest pris-
ons for women in the world. We demand a stop to the
murder of women prisoners. ,

We in the CCWP have been fighting the media silence
about women prisoners, exposing conditions in

California women’s prisons in our publication The Fire

Inside, and holding this demonstration annually for the
last five years. The recent “Nightline” series about one
of those prisons, Valley State Prison for Women,
brought much needed attention to some of these condi-
tions. Andilthere was more media covering this year’s
demonstratiions. )

Yet, partly because the media ban prevents the press
from talking to particular prisoners who have stories to-
tell, Ted Koppel did not capture the tale of systematic
abuse in this prison. Cynthia Chandler, the director of
Women’s PLAN, spoke about Rosemary Willeby, an HIV-
positive woman who was also infected with Hepatitis C.

Anyone familiar with these conditions, which are epi-
demic in prisons, would know that they put the liver
under severe stress. Yet the prison doctor canceled
Rosemary’s HIV medications and, without so much as a
tuberculosis test, put her on heavy doses of TB medica-
tions which are known to be extremely liver-toxic!
Rosemary died on Oct. 22 from liver failure. She is at
least the thirteenth to have died this year and the fifth
since the beginning of September.

The importance of bringing attention to health care
abuse was underscored by Toni who was just released
from VSPW at 9:30 that morning. She came back to par-
ticipate in the demonstration “to stand for all the girls
in there.” S8he said, “Girls are dying in there. You guys
are a blessing.” This solidarity between the women
inside and outside is one way to break down the prison
walls and create a more human society.

—Urszula Wislanka

W men WorIdWIde

by Mary Jo Grey

Over 27,500 public sector nurses struck in Ireland in
October after the government refused to seriously
address théir demands for better pay and conditions —
including ifnproved compensation for long-term service
and increased staffing — after a decade of cutbacks and
low pay im the hospitals. The nurses, who provided
emergency services without pay during the strike, held
one of Dublin’s largest strike marches. The strike also
challenged the government’s policy of supressing wages
despite Ireland’s current economic boom.

% % % —Mary Holmes

Students at the University of Michigan rallied in
November to protest the sale of T-shirts boasting the
slogan: “Freshman girls—get ‘em while they’re skinny.”
“There is sa much societal pressure for women to be thin
already, we:don’t need anymore,” said graduate student,
Michelle - Bolek, founder of the Students Promoting
Eating Disorder Education Awareness and Knowledge.
U. of M. juhiors Matt Berkowitz and Rob Gillman, the
shirts’ creafors, called them “harmless” as they pocket-
ed more than $3, 000 from the 330 pigs who bought
them. 5 % %

Black Women for Wellness ‘sponsored a conference in
Los Angelés in November addressing “Birth Stories:
Black Infant Mortality, Closing the Gap,” and attacking
the “natidnal travesty of Black infant health.”
California ‘Department of Health statistics reveal that
the infant mortality rate for Black babies is more than
twice that of whites. Nationally, the maternal mortality
rate (the number of women who die in childbirth or
shortly théreafter) is close to three times greater for
Black women.

Free Flora Brovina!

As we go to press, Dr. Flora Brovina is on trial in
Nis, Serbia. She is one of over 2,000 Kosovar
Albanians arrested during Milesevic’s reign of terror
in Kosovd and still held in Serbian jails. Charged with
“terrorism and conspiring to- perform hostile acts,”
partly betause she founded the League of Albanian
Women in Kosova, she explained in court that the
group was started because Kosovar Albanian women
“are the worst-treated citizens of Yugoslavia and suf-
fer a poor education, a high birthrate and frequently
have to give birth without medical assistance.”
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" Overnite strike for basic labor rights

Memphis, Tenn.—We have been on strike against
Overnite Transportation since Oct. 24, and there is no
doubt we are hurting them. We are picketing the
Memphis terminal 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
 Overnite says they are still running normal service, but

most trucks that cross our picket hne are running empty
* or nearly empty. Before the
strike we had 70 dockwork-
ers on day shift, 45 on after-
noons, and 40 on midnights.
We can-count the scabs they
“are bringing in, and they
have no more than 20 on [
each shift. Even with that -
little crew, there isn’t a full
shift's work for all of them.
Almost all the dockwork-

that’s not it at all. We’re out here against unfair
labor practices; we’re out here for justice. They say
Memphis is the “black hole” of Overnite. We voted
for Teamsters Local 667 in 1996, but we never got a
contract, just more harassment.

All we want to do is work eight hours ‘and go home.
They work you like a dog in
there, hard and fast, and yell
at you to go faster. Then they
tell you that you're staying
another four hours, even six
hours.

You would think with a]l
those hours that we get a lot
of overtime. But at Overnite,
they refuse to pay time and a
half until 45 hours, not 40.

News & Letters

ers are on strike, and most of Teamster strlkers at Overnite in Memphls, limited by And you almost never go over

the city drivers are out too.
Where we have a problem is
with the over-the-road drivers. Some of them are making
- $90,000 a year and are near retirement, and they won’t

back us. Part of it is a racial thing.-Nearly all the dock-
- workers and the majority of the city drivers are Black, but
about 90% of the over-the-road drivers are white. It’s only
in the last few years that they even hired Black over-the-
road drivers. But you see white dockworkers and city dri-
vers out here on the picket line, just like us.

" People think we’re on strike for more money. But »

Workshop Talks

(Continued from page 1)

it. And then sometimes; when the excitement of the

movement is over, we can slide backwards and find the

- shackles wrapping around our thinking. How can we
break those chains? That problem is what is facing all of
us. Let me try to explain what I mean by this.

"~ "In 1986 Black women organized a union in the heart
of the Mississippi Delta at the Delta Pride Catfish pro®
cessing factory in Indianola. We won our first contract,

--but it was not a good one, not a strong one. So we had to

organize ourselves again, and we had to look at what we

really wanted as workers, as Black women. That is how
the 1990 Delta Pride strike began. It is very hard to tell
exactly how the Idea of Freedom develops. Sometimes,

Jjust when you-worry that workers will not be able to

throw off the mental chains, they rise up and show that

they really can make a whole new world.

‘ ORGANIZE IN SPIRIT OF FANNIE LOU HAMER

. But those moments are precious-and hard to reach. In
the South today there is a lot on the other side of the pic-
ture. Last month, just 22 miles away from the Delta
Pride Catfish plant, in a little town called Ruleville, we
tried to organize a nursing home. Even though this com-
pany harassed and mistreated the workers, paid them
poverty wages and often fired them on false charges, we
lost the vote. The workers couldn’t take a step on the
road to freedom.

Ruleville is known for 4. great woman, Fannie Lou
Hamer, who led the voting rights movement in the state
of Mississippi. She was a great speaker and inspired
people to think about the meaning of freedom. Her
* ‘gravesite lies, one-half mile from this nursing home.
~ Why didn’t the workers at Beverly Nursing Home orga-

nize in her spirit? Why weren’t they able to see that

they had power and worth in coming together instead of
depending on handouts from the white man?

As 1 see it, the “plantation mentality” is so powerful,
and the climsite of fear is so oppressive, that every work-
ers’ movement, every freedom movement, needs a phi-
losophy of liberation to help us develop ourselves. This
philosophy is not something outside of workers. It is
part of our being. It is what really makes us human. But

-it is not always easy for usto see. The reason is that this
racist, sexist, oppressive sociéty makes us think that we
are powerless and ignorant. That is why it is important
to spell out a philosophy of liberation.

-Karl Marx was the first one who really laid out the
whole basis of this philosophy of liberation. In Marxism
and Freedom Raya Dunayevskaya, the founder of
Marxist-Humanism, explains what Marx’s philosophy
was all about. She wrote:

“Our ‘epoch has been characterized by ‘a struggle for
the minds of men.’ Unless this struggle begins with a
concept of totally new relations of men to labor and man
to man, it is hollow. The todayness of Marxism flows
from this: no philosopher has ever had a grander concept
of humanity than did Marx, and yet no philosophic con-
ception was ever rooted more deeply in the first necessi-
ty of human society—labor and production.... The prob-
lems he posed 100 years ago are battled out today as con-
crete matters in the factory and in society as a whole...
Communism to Marx was ‘not the goal of human devel-
opment, the form of human society.’ Marxism is a theory
of liberation or it is nothing” (pp. 21-22).’

I like this paragraph so much because it shows how
Marx could see labor as the key to a new revolution.
Marx says that-it has to be done with the workers. Some
intellectuals still dont see this. Raya Dunayevskaya is
showing us that for Marx the test of every idea is
human freedom. That is why Communism is the oppo-
site of Marxism. That is why you can’t have freedom for
whites if Blacks are still kept down. That is why you
can’t have freedom for men if women are second class.

. There has got to be a total ¢change in this society to

_accomplish that total freedom.

4

injunction to four picketers per gate at a time.

45 hours. You work 12 hours
one day, and the next day
they might ‘cut you back to six hours.

They dog you about production standards too. You have
to break down six bills an hour, even if it's loose freight.
And they mark the side of the truck each hour to show how
much you did. If you dont work fast enough, they make
you stay overtime. I worked one night as a casual at Yellow
Freight; they have a regular union contract. I didn’t know
how easy the job could be. They tell you to work safely,
don’t tear stuff up. If you work too fast, like the speed at
Overnite, they say, “Slow down, don’t hurt yourself.”

They have so many ways to mess with you. At the shift
meeting every morning, if you ask the wrong question, or
too many questions, they put you on trucks where you
can’t make production. They work the hell out of you. And
when you are almost topped out in pay, when you have
seniority, they start messing with you. Most of all, if you

~ are active in the union, that’s the worst. They try every-

thing to get rid of you.

We aren’t going to just sit there and take it. We
mess right back with them when we can. It’s been
this way ever since the union election in 1996. When
it got near time to vote, they invited us all down to
the Peabody Hotel for a steak dinner, and then we
were supposed to sit there and listen to a speaker
tell why we shouldn’t vote for the union. Some of us
ate dinner, and then we told them we weren’t stay-
ing for the speech. They didn't like that.

One dockworker got fired after he kept wearing a
Teamsters shirt or hat or jacket to work. Three years later,
they ruled that Overnite had to bring him back to work
with full back pay: They didn’t want him back, so they

" made him a buyout offer. But he said he wanted to come
" back to Overnite in a union shop, and he’s out here on the

picket line now.
The national strike started right here at this terminal.

"Everyone needs to know the truth about what Overnite

does here. We are not going to be abused and pushed
around any more. —Overnite dockworkers

HMOs still control MDs

Ocakland, Cal.—A major HMO, United Health

Group, announced it was giving back to doctors the

final say on which treatments patients will receive.
Doctors at the largest HMO, Kaiser Permanente, have
supposedly always had this power. But we who work or

“receive our health care at Kaiser can tell you that the

quality and accessibility of care has gone down despite
the much bragged-about ability of doctors to make their
own decisions.

The new procedure is based on “grading doctors-over
the long term,; instead of on a case-by-case basis....
Those found to be practicing wasteful medicine will be
dropped from United’s network.” This means doctors
will discipline themselves according to the administra-
tors’ expectations. The administrators use a “bell curve”
to keep doctors in conformance instead of costly policing
of every-decision.

Another way Kaiser controls access to care is through
front line screening: A whole army of non-nursing person-
nel have been gathered together in Call-Centers. The

* patient’s first encounter with Kaiser health care is a

canned answer from a training manual. One Call-Center
employee said, “If we don’t follow the manual to the letter,
we’re punished. If we go by the book and something goes
wrong we're still punished.”

This is part of Kaiser’s restructuring plan that the
AFL-CIO enthusiastically embraced in their “strategic
partnership.” Local 250 SEIU is really proud of having
these new union positions boosting their regular dues
income. They are touting a recent “understanding”
between Kaiser and the union that supposedly promises
no layoffs.

Many downsized employees end up in the new Call-
Centers, and many are now desperately scrambling to get
out. As one employee said, “I've never been in a sweat
shop before, but this sure feels like one. You have to get

* permission to go to.the bathroom. Your bathroom breaks

are timed. They’re always monitoring your phone conver-
sations to make sure you adhere to the manual. They
treat you like a computer which is not supposed to think.”
The doctors are now forced to discipline themselves
according to the bottom line. Big Labor touts its friend-
ship with management as a way to guarantee a paycheck,
but employees are asking about the alienating character
of the labor they are expected to do. The reality of today’s
HMO rhetoric is that the whole health care system is
structured to withhold as much care as possible and, in

. the process, dehumanize beth the patient and the health
,,,,,, _— ' ~Htun Lin’

¢are worker:

Sears incites union boycott

Olive Branch, Miss. —Seven months after work-
ers at Sears Logistic Systems (SLS) voted to be repre-
sented by IUE/Furniture Workers Local 282, contract
talks have reached a stalemate. The union win on March
24, the first ever in this notoriously anti-union Memphis
suburb, sent shock waves throughout Olive Branch. ,

SLS, a warehouse and shipping operation with about
260 workers in Olive Branch, is a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Sears. Most workers are Black men, but white
workers and women have also been active in the union
effort. ‘ ,

Local 282 President Willie-Rudd and Vice-president
Ida Leachman were joined on the negotiating committee
by many of the rank-and-file workers who led the union
organizing drive. “SLS wants to grant a wage increase
only to maintenance mechanics and janitors,” Leachman
said. “They are trying to split the membership, under-
mine support for the union, and it won’t work. We want
a wage increase for every worker.” SLS is worried about
the impact a general wage increase might have on a new
Local 282 campaign at a Sears facility in Memphis.

SLS also refused to talk about the union health insur-
ance plan. They insist that the workers have to stay with
the current plan. The insurance package Sears offers
now is one of the issues which got workers angry at the
company in the first place. They say that the HMO abus-
es its power and gets in the way of good medical care.
And when the union asked for a dues checkoff, Sears
said that they were “philosophically against that” and
would not talk about it further. :

Local 282 and the IUE have asked the national AFL-
CIO to impose boycott sanctions on Sears stores all
across the country. Leachman said she expects the boy-

cott to be approved. “We hope that every union member

and supporter will join our fight against Sears’ anti-

worker, anti-union program by boycotting Sears stores

and joining picket lines.”. —Michael Flug

~Jakarta union fights Nike

New York—The shoe fattory in Jakarta that I
worked in, a subcontractor of Nike, paid wages of about
$68 a month, which was insufficient to maintain life. We
had no freedom to organize, were not paid overtime, had
no health insurance or protection against injuries, and
there was no equality for female workers. - '

My job was to make rubber soles. I had to insert the
raw material at 113 degrees manually into the roller so
that it came out the proper thickness and had only rub-.
ber gloves for protection. One day the material pulled
my hand into the roller, and I lost two fingers: )

This machine caused the same injury to seven other
people because the emergency switch did not work. I
received about $150 in compensatlon four months paid
leave and a rubber hand.

The government-sponsored labor union was a voice
for the company. 1 realized we needed to create another
union, so I began talking with the workers in my facte-
ry and other workers in and around Jakarta. We formed
a union for shoe factory workers called Perbupas. I
intended it to be the voice of the workers and to fight for
the rights of workers.

In my factory we began to monitor the Code of

* Conduct that Nike had agreed under pressure to abide
- by. Instead of complying, the factory intimidated ‘and
- discriminated against Perbupas members. One by one;

Perbupas leaders were fired or were refused raises and
promotions. In 1996, the military police raided a work-
ers’ meeting and took union members into custody for a
day. About 200 workers were fired. Yet union members
at other clothing and shoe factories demonstrated
against the firings and intimidation. . ‘

I hope to create good relations with union and student
movements in the U.S. Boycott Nike, because their fac-
tories oppress workers in Indonesia. They say, “Just do
it.” We say, “Just do it justice.”

— Haryanto, Perbupas member )

New York cabbies orgamze

New York—The Barnard Forum on Migration
sponsored “Taxi Drivers in New York: Labor
Organizing and Immigrant Workers” in September,
featuring Bhairavi Desai, a native of India and leader
of the organizing committee of the New York Taxi
Workers Alliance. The Alliance had led the May 1998
movement to unite taxi drivers in protest against puni-
tive city regulations, which led to a 24-hour strike of
45,000 cab drivers.

“Enraged over horrible working conditions, worsened
by Mayor Giuliani's 17 new rules, this was the first
work stoppage of its kind in over 30 years for the taxi
industry,” said Desai. The drivers’ situation has been
exacerbated by overnight layoffs of thousands of work-
ers due to mergers and shutdowns of garages and
brokerages.

Desai passionately highlighted how racism is specifi-’
cally directed toward drivers, who including livery dri-
vers to outer boroughs are 95% people of color, Third
World people forced to migrate. Drivers are predomi-

" nantly from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.

_ Although the taxi strike achieved “limited gains,”

_such as elimination ‘of double ticketing, it galvanized

driver involvement in organizing and strengthening the
Alliance. It has gained significant health and legal ben--
efits and support from important City Council mem-
bers, which cuts down on the mayor’s power to act
against taxi drivers. —Sheila G.
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From the Writings of Raya Dunayevskaya

MARXIST-HUMANIST ARCHIVES

Editor’s Note

As Raya Dunayevskaya worked on her third book,
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s
Philosophy of Revolution, she wrote a series of
Political-Philosophic Letters about developments in
the Tranian revolution of 1979, in which she initially .
saw “the specter of a full soc1al revolution.” We pub-
lish here at a time of renewed political activity in
Iran; and on the 20th anniversary of the hostage cri-
«is, one of those letters. The original can be found in

Political-Philosophic Letters on Iran are collected in
- an English-language pamphlet, Iran: Revolution &
Counter-revolution, and a Farsi-language pamphlet,
Raya Dunayevskaya’s Political-Philosophic Letters
on Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Iran. Both

The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, 6013-6018. The |

are available from News & Letters.

. November 27, 1979
Dear Friends: '

Were it not for the Iranian Revolution that was—and
may still resume and deepen, as it is by no means over,
despite the counter-revolutionary stage now being car-
ried out by the imam demagogue, Khomeini, whose
insanities are being matched by [U.S. President] Carter’s
saber-rattling—this would be the time for saying one
thing and one thing only: “A plague on both your houses.”

~ I
Because, however, of the remembrance of the Iranian

Revolytion as it overthrew the Shah [of Iran’s] barbarous

regime backed by U.S. imperialism; because of the
remembrance of Women’s Liberation’s refusal to wear the
chador, challenging Khomeini’s attempt to turn the clock
backward and reduce women to a feudalistic state; and
because of the continuing rebellion of the Kurds as well
as the Arab oil workers in Khoozestan against Khomeini,
along with the other minorities’ struggles for self-deter-
minationl—it is necessary to take a second look at the
new form of the occult which is coming out of Khomeini’s

. ‘Iran and calling all others, and not only U.S. imperialism,
-“mussed fi ai-Ard” (“the corrupt of the earth”). It is imper-

ative to practice dialectics, rather than to act on first
reaction, as if tailending Khomeini's opposition to the

~ U.S. is genuine opposition to American imperialism.

Of course the hatred of the Iranian people for that
butcher, the shah, and their opposition to U.S. imperial-
ism, which had put him into power and kept him there,

~ is not only real and justifiable for Iranians, but was real

and justifiable for the many Americans who both
exposed the truth of the shah’s tortures of the Iranian

-~ people and expressed their solidarity with Iranian revo-

lutionaries. Of course the Carter administration was
well aware of the opposition not only in Iran but in this
country. to granting any asylum to the shah, and for a
while—a very short: while—Carter was forced to resist
the pressures of Nixon, Kissinger, and David
Rockefeller’s Chase Manhattan Bank to bring the shah

~ to the U.S. But following the tune of the new Pied Piper,

Khomeini, against “infidels” and “satanic domination” is
anything but struggling either against U.S. imperialism
or showing solidarity with the Iranian Revolution. .

All one has to do to see the degeneration of the so-

" called Revolutionary Council in Iran is to see the new
"“left covering” given by the current acting foreign secre-

tary, Bani-Sadr, who is trying to institute an Iranian ver-

-~ gion of Pol Potism. Listen to the interview Bani-Sadr
- granted to Eric Rouleau in Le Monde (11/10/79):

“Teheran is a monstrous parasitic city, which absorbs by
itself one-half of the national consumption...we will
empty it of some of its people by creating in the country-
side industrial and agricultural production units.”

 Unfortunately, even the more recognizable Left—
Trotskyism—far from practicing any revolutionary
dialectics, is busy tailending Khomeini’s Iran.2 The
Intercontinental Press (IP) of 11/19/79 and 11/26/79
keeps talking of a “New Upsurge in the Iranian

-‘Revolution.” It even sees anti-U.S. imperialism in
‘Khomeini’s phrase “satanic domination” in the arrogant

message Khomeini sent to the equally arrogant Pope,
telling the latter that the way the “Christian world (can)
redeem itself” is by following Islamic Iran’s fight against
“infidels.” It is impossible not to ask whether there isn’t
a coincidence between this and the one democratic ges-
ture by Khomeini which allowed some of the banned
papers to reappear, including Kadar (Worker), the paper

of the Iranian Socialist Workers Party (HKS). In any

case, the very first issue, 11/17/79, of Kadar to reappear

" -cited Khomeini’s statement to the Pope as proof of “how

anti-imperialist” Khomeini was.3 Furthermore, contin-
ued P, the holding of American hostages by the Iranian
students (who, not so incidentally, call themselves
“Followers of the Imam”) “re-emphasizes the people’s
historic demand for political and economic independence
from world imperialism.”

In what proletarian revolution, exactly, was the taking

- of hostages—and not the rulers, but some fairly low

1. See my Political-Philosophic Letter, “Iran: Unfoldment of, and

Contradictions in, Revolution,” March 25, 1979, published by News
& Letters.

2. And if a Trotskyist should dare to say that following Khomeini is
like “following” Father Gapon in 1905, they should at least have
learned from Trotsky that, far from any Bolshevik or Menshevik or
Social Revolutionary or even Liberal following Father Gapon, the
truth was that Father Gapon himself turned against the czar and
for the movement after the army fired on their demonstration.

-Khomeini’s usurpation of the

embassy personnel—held to be a revolutionary. tactic?
Since when has war and revolution been made synony-
mous? Isn't it about time that Marxist revolutionaries
labeled Khomeini’s endless repetition of “we are men of
war” “looking forward to martyrdom” for what it is by cit-
ing Marx, who wrote that Napoleon, the ultimate
counter-revolutionary, “substituted permanent war for
permanent revolution™...

But the Trotskyists continue with their fairy tale leﬁ- ’
ism, since they do support the Kurds’ struggle for self- -

determination. However, what they play up is that some
Kurds supposedly supported Khomeini, and what they
cover up is that none less than the two most important
ayatollahs after Khomeini—Montazeri and Behesti—
called the Kurd leaders “agents of Savak [the Shah’s
secret police], Zionists and corrupt sources.” Since it was
just at the period when Khomeini was trying to claim
that the whole of Iran was for him, he took to the air and
said that this statement by the ayatollahs was a “per-
sonal view.” But these “persons” are not just any persons.
They hold the positions of president and vice-president
of the Assembly of the Experts that has just completed
the draft constitution to be shoved down the throats of
the Iranian people on Dec. 2 and 3. Indeed, many believe
they undoubtedly were the two who instigated the occu-
pation of the [U.S.] Embassy by the students.4

I

What the media have not shown is that during
the demonstrations in front of the U.S. Embassy,
there was also a storming of the Ministry of
Labor,5 in which the mass of unemployed—and
there are no less than two million unemployed in
Iran now—were demanding jobs. Nor are they
reporting the continuing strug- ¢ =
gles of the Kurds, much less the
fact that some Marxists have gone
underground to continue a truly
revolutionary struggle against

fruits of their revolutionary over-
throw of the shah.

Another of the many events unre-
ported in the mass media at the time
it happened (and still kept from the
regional TV) is the bloody riots
Khomeini instigated against the pre- [
sent rulers of the island of Bahrain in-
August, demanding the establishment
of a “pure” Islamic government, the
abolition of all “Western ways,” espe-
cially TV, and the re-establishment of
the separation of men and women in
all public places. The riots were put
down by- the current rulers, but so
worried are they about Khomeini’s InTeheran.
influence, his ability to foment rebel-
lions against other, Muslims who do not wish to unite “as
one” against “the West’—and the East—and whom
Khomeini then accuses of “crimes against God,” that
they have hushed up the August riots.

This is only part of Khomeini’s own type of imperial-
ism. Besides the claim to Bahrain, he has retained —
despite a challenge by Iraq—the shah’s 1971 occupation
of the three islands of Abu Musa and Greater and Lesser
Tunb. Those islands are situated near the Straits of
Hormuz, through which passes nearly half of the West’s
oil imports.

Furthermore, Khomeini has lashed out against any
Iranian who dares to say that he is for Iran first and for
Islam second. He calls that “blasphemy.” At the same
time, when the PLO suggested that the Persian Gulf be

renamed as either the Islamic or the Arabian Gulf,.
Khomeini rejected the suggestion at once. His insistence -

that Islam—his interpretation of Islam—must always
come first does-not in any way mitigate his disdain for
Arabs. Not only was he adamant that the Persian Gulf
retain its name, but his opposition to the Arab oil work-
ers and any claim for self-determination is total: Arafat
was quickly brought down to size when he tried to inter-
cede for the American hostages. That doesn’t mean that
either Arafat or all the Arab state rulers meeting in
Tunisia had anything to say for Khomeini—with the
exception of Libya, and even their pro-Khomeini stance
did not take priority over selling oil to the West...
Hussein of Iraq has no intention whatever of bowing
to Khomeini. Indeed, he has already once threatened an

3. Remembrance, historic remembrance, has a way of repeating
itself as if it were an ongoing element in every crisis. Nothing
seems more relevant now than Trotsky’s analysis of the Big Lie
Stalin perpetrated by staging the infamous Moscow Frame-up
Trials, 1936-38, against the “General Staff of the Revolution,”
including Tukhachevsky, whom Stalin accused of nothing short
of dealing with Nazi Germany. The needed revolutionary atti-
tude when such a lie is perpetrated, Trotsky told me, is that it is
not enough just not to believe the Big Lie. The fact is, he contin-
ued, that the reason the Big Lie is so much more monstrous than
the ordinary lie is because its premeditation hides the sinister

_ motivation that would have put everyone on the alert, had they

known the truth. What Stalin was accusing Tukhachevsky of, he
explained, might very well be what Stalin himself was doing or
planning to do. The trial balloon towards that end, which directs
hatred towards the accused, calls for a great deal more than just
a defense of the wrongly accused. We must be prepared to fight
some new “peppery dish” that Stalin was readying—perhaps a
deal with Hitler. That was precisely what happened the follow-
ing year, the Hitler-Stalin Pact of 1939.

4. See Christian Science Monitor, 11/16/79: “Constitution Gives
Clergy Control in Iran” by Geoffrey Godsell.

5. Christian Science Monitor, 11/21/79.

Jobless workers demonstrafe in 1979

Grave contradictions of 1979 Iranian R.evolution

invasion and is, at the moment, armlng some Kurds to
start a revolt within Iran. .

11§

And what, exactly, is being prepared for the Iranian
people once this month of mourning, the Muharram, is
over? Well, they are to engage in a referendum to approve
the draft constitution which the Ayatollahs Montazeri and
Behesti have drawn up. Anyone who has any illusions
that this constitution bears any resemblance whatsoever
to the one that was inspired by the first Russian revolu-
tion of 1905-1907, when the first shah was overthrown, or
even as the mullahs amended that constitution when they
brought the shah back, should take a look at. the new insti-
tution of the Office of Religious Guardian, which has the
right toveto over everything and anything passed
by the state rulers and is also the supreme com-
mander over the armed forces.

The point is that the constitution does nothing but try
to legitimize Khomeini’s usurpation of the victory of the
workers who achieved the actual overthrow of the shah. It
cannot solve the crisis in Iran any more than staged -
demonstrations before the U.S. Embassy and the sacrifi-
cial use of hostages can stay the hand of U.S. imperialism.

The greatest danger now lies in the momentum gained
by Khomeini’s demagoguery, which might trigger
Apocalypse Now! That is the brink at which the world now
stands. Khomeini and Carter may not flinch as they pre-
pare for such a confrontation. But the world must do
everything to stay the hands of both rulers.

In the imperative struggle against the savage racism in
[the U.S.] against Iranian students, we must never forget
that the underlying racism that has always been shown
agamst the Blacks has actually been directed also against
,,,,, revolutionaries and  minorities,

though in depth it has been differ-
ently expressed racially. What I am
saying is that not only must we
- remember. the horror of U.S. con-
centration camps against
Japanese-Americans during World
War II at the very time when no
such -atrocities were committed
against Nazis in this country. The
case against each white fascist was
treated as an individual case. We
must remember that the fact that
American revolutionaries have long
fought this, have long fought U.S.
capitalism-imperialism and its
wars, does not mean that we
accept, as a revolutionary gesture,
the opposition to American capital-
ism by another capitalist or reli-
gious fanatic any more than we
accepted Nazism or Japanese mili-
tary opposition to American capi-
talism as’ a.nythmg but an inter-imperialist fight. .

Of course the mailed fist of Carter must be
stopped, and his is also the hand that can release a
nuclear holocaust, which would put an end to civi-
lization as we have known it. Revolutionary opposition
against American imperialism can be carried through only
if we raise a banner of what we are for. And what we are
for is notturning the clock back to some form of occultism.

Anyone who tries to gild a neo-fascist occultism, forget-
ting that'the “masses” that Hitler mobilized were mobi-
lized for eounter-revolutionary purposes, anyone who tries
to say that Khomeini’s constant references to the “disin-
herited masses” is akin to Mao’s “Cultural Revolution,”
should be made to remember that—though Mao was once
a revolutionary and though Mao did labor under the illu-
sion that making Russia “Ememy Number One” (like
Khomeini’s making the U.S. “Satan”) was the way to fight
for world socialism—Mao ended by rolling out the red car-
pet for Nixon6 As we said then, the “revolutionary”
Maoist apologists, who were willing to forgive Mao every
crime on earth and leave a few blanks for those he might
create later, were revealing that one and only one organic
trait characterizes them all: tailendism to a state power.
This is the exact opposite to what Marx’s Marxism is—the
struggle for a totally new, classless social order based on
totally new human relatlons Anything short of that spells
out betrayal. Yours, Raya

6. See both the chapter on “The Thought of Mac Tse-tung” in my
Philosophy and Revolution and “Mac’s Last Hurrah,” Political-
Philosophic Letter, Feb. 27, 1976, published by News & Letters.
Since the designation of Russia as “Enemy Number One” is the
one Mao legacy the post-Mao leadership is scrupulously following
out, see dlso “Post-Mao China:- What Now?” in New Essays
(Detroit: News & Letters, 1977).
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On Nov. 9, the very day Western rulers gathered in
Berlin on the 10th anniversary of the breaking down of

" the Berlin Wall, Russia’s Prime Minister Vladimir Putin

thumbed his nose at the West’s ability to withhold cred-
its to Russia’s crippled econo-
my and drew a new line in

Sea.”

Putin was referring to a
new siege of a whole popula-
tion in Chechnya where hun-
dreds of civilians have been
killed, thousands were
wounded and over 200,000
have fled the country to the
neighboring republic - of
Ingushetia, creating scenes
reminiscent of Kosova but .
without the same level of
world indignation. Relying
on bombs and rockets to
shatter Chechen towns from
afar and strictly controlling the flow of news from the
front, the Russian rulers have learned from Milosevic’s
methods in Bosnia and Kosova. .

Russlan troops patrol

The Russian army had already destroyed most of -

Chechnya when it lost the 1994-96 war in Chechnya
which then gained de facto independence in 1997.-The
Russian army returned to the region this summer first
to put down an attack by a small group of Chechen
Muslim extremists in the neighboring republic of
Dagestan. When terrorists then bombed apartment
buildings inside Russia, killing 300 civilians, Putin,
without proof, blamed Chechens and proceeded to rein-
vade Chechnya.

Now over 100,000 Russian troops outside the
Chechen capital of Grozny have instituted a blockade
against the whole civilian population who, in any case,
are innocent. The real stake in this new line in the sand
is, according to Russian Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev,
whether Russia will be squeezed out of the oil-rich
Caspian Sea region.

NATO has not only expanded in Eastern Europe but
has received calls for military cooperation from a new
regional security group, GUAM, composed of Georgia,
Urkraine and Azerbaijan. GUAM wants to provide secu-
rity for a new proposed pipeline which bypasses Russia
and is to be built running from Baku in Azerbaijan
through Georgia and to the Turkish Mediterranean port

of Ceyhan.

Because of the terrorist bombings inside
Russia, opposition within Russia to the new
Chechen war has been slower to emerge than the
1994-96 war. However, new revelations about mass
dislocations caused by civilian bombardment
made even the liberal Yabloko party call for a halt
to the mass bombings and talks with Chechen
President Aslan Maskhadow.

The West agrees with Russia that the military cam-
paign in Chechnya is an “internal” Russian affair. Their
protests are even more muted than they were in Bosnia
and Kosova before they came to the so-called “rescue,”
only after years of killing, when mass dislocations
threatened regional stability. The difference is that

Russia still has a huge stockpile of nuclear weapons -

even though it is an economic cripple whose population

" is suffering through a Great Depression. The supposed

end of the Cold War now means that whole populations
are pawns in the ongoing capitalist game of big power

economic and military competition in a region rife with

neo-fascism and severly depressed economies.

This was not the result that masses in Eastern
Europe fought for over several decades, beginning with
the 1953 East German workers’ revolt that demanded
“Bread and Freedom” and culminating ten years ago
with the pulling down of the Berlin Wall. Today’s new
Eastern European leaders who embrace market capital-

After East Timor, Aceh

(Continu;d m page 1)

every village is now opposed to the government.

" We have been holding strikes, boycotts and demonstra-
tions. We had a general strike Aug.4 and 5. No one went to
work or school for two days. It was 90% effective. The only
people who didn’t go on strike were the military and high
officials. '

Because I am secretary-general of SMUR, I've become a
target for the military. In May, a military commander in
Aceh said publicly I was an enemy of the state, and soon
after mylife was threatened for the first time. More threats
followed. The government said we were Communists and

Gudermes, Chechnya after
occupying that city, Nov. 12, '

enemies of the state. This act

our organizing efforts became more successful. One group
conducted a poll to see who the Acehnese would most like

-to represent them, and I was

number one!

The Indonesian governmenit may try to coopt the radical
elements of the movement. For example, knowing that most

people are religious, they

may offer a status within

ually gave us legitimacy and

Indonesia that allows Islamic law to apply. They are

appointing a few Acehnese to high government positions
and spreading propaganda|to create fissures between
groups. ‘
 The East Timor struggle was important to our develop-
ment. We've learned from it to be aware of how the
Indonesian government tries to split a movement. We have

to make sure that doesn’t happen in Aceh. East Timor is -

ism say their greatest contribution was coming to
power, not through a revolution, but through a “negoti-
ated transfer of power.” Their biggest crime is that in
their arrogance they left the masses and their asplra-
tions for freedom out in
the cold.

What unites all rulers,
even as they compete mili-
tarily or economically and
draw new lines in the
sand, is their opposition to
the aspirations for free-
dom of great masses in

motion. Anna
Walentynowicz, a crane
operator . whose firing
sparked the - - 1980

Solidarity movement in
Gdansk, recently said that
in the 1980s workers were
looking for a “Third Way,”
a true socialism, not “mass
poverty, : homelessness,
[and] self-styled capitalists selling off our plants and
pocketing the money.”

Though the Solidarity movement did set the
ground for the overthrow of the old regimes, the
intellectuals never responded with the needed

@RI Russia’s war on Chechnya shadows 1989 anniversary

- articulation of the freedom idea to help workers

realize their reach for a true socialism. Instead
what passed for new theory was constant preach-
ing to the workers, telling them to limit their rev-

olution in order to avoid Soviet tanks. Reflecting .

on the 1989 East German New Forum movement
of which he was a cofounder, Jens Reich now
offers a self-critical view of the movement.
“Politically,” says Reich, “there is much I regret.
We dreamed about a somewhat different society.
But I wouldn’t accuse only the ‘colonialists’ from
the West for pushing us aside. We were ready to
give away what we had seized.”
Marxist-Humanism, which has based itself on the
history of the East European freedom struggles, from
the Hungarian Workers’ Councils in 1956 to Socialism
with a Human Face in Czechoslovakia in 1968, poses
the need to confront the impasse in the mass move-
ments’ striving for freedom. Today’s retrospectives on
the 10th anniversary of tearing down the Berlin Wall
show that the question that needs to be addressed now
for the future is “what happens after the tonguest of

power?” A political/organizational expression of Marx’s -

original humanism and its freedom idea was never more
urgently needed. History continues to prove that Marx’s
idea of freedom is a standard which comprehends the
new in terms of its unfolding in the self-active reason of
the masses.

Democracy and revolution in Iran

The most massive struggles since the 1979 Revolution -

broke out throughout Iran on July 13, 1999. The large
protests of students in Teheran University and 18 other
major cities—like Tabriz, Shiraz, Isfehan, Mashhad and
Yazd—were joined by a largeé number of non- students. The
security forces and goon squads attacked these protests.
They were later joined by the armed forces and the
announcement of martial law.

The form of these protests and the way they were sup-
pressed reminds us- of the 1979 February uprising. There
were many demands raised by the student groups. They
denounced Khamenei, the supreme leader, and also con-
demned the Islamic republic. These struggles and student
protests which were supported by a large section of the
population contain = within
themselves . the notion of
uprooting the foundations of
the Islamic Republic. Therefore
I see it as a turning point in the
struggle, a process that can separate the revolutionary
from counter-revolutionary forces.

The causes of this struggle are clear: The’ economic

- bankruptcy of the regime which reflects the permanent

crises of world capitalism; the lack of any serious attempt
to meet the economic-political-social demands of the mass-
es; the loss of credibility of the office of supreme leader
(Velayat-e Faghih) and its attempt to export the revolu-
tion; the failure of President Khatami’s economic plans in
the last two years. '

At first glance, it might appear that the students
have been defeated. Yet in my view, one of the
achievements of the movement has been the break-
up of the illusions some had about the so-called
moderate Khatami faction.

During the 1848-49 revolutions in Europe, Karl Marx.

supported the movements led by the bourgeoisie while
they were fighting against autocratic rulers. It was
through his participation in these movements in 1850 that
he reached the formulation calling for “Revolution in
Permanence”: “The chief result of revolutionary movement
is not what the people won, but what they lost, the loss of
their illusions.” ‘ :

The July uprising in Iran also contained such elements
of a loss of one’s illusions about reformism. The fear of this
movement has also brought closer together different fac-
tions within the government in order to maintain its power
against the further development of mass consciousness.

demands independence

receiving so much attention from the international com-

munity, whereas the kuman rights violations in Aceh have .

received very little. The crimes against humanity in both
places are the same.

We have relations with some of the student groups in
Jakarta. We're all pro-democracy and want to get the mil-
itary out of the government. But we don’t share their views
on elections. We boycotted the recent elections, because it
was not safe in Aceh to conduct a fair election. The boycott
was a way of showing we are for a referendum rather than
electing new officials. Only 30% of the people voted, and we
think the army forced a lot of them to vote.

On Nov. 12, Aguswandi and members of the
International Forum for Aceh met in Washington, D.C.,

with Indonesian .President Wahid, who was visitingv

President Clinton. He refused to set a date for the refer-

~ endum, saying it will be “when the time is right.” He

admitted that the military’s presence in Aceh is a problem,
but again refused to set a date for its withdrawal.
Jakarta also faces growing independence movements in
West Papua (Irian Jaya), the Moluccan Islands, and other
areas as well. Recently, thousands of West Papuans from
all over the country met to organize mass demonstrations
for Dec. 1. They will demand independence, which they
were supposed to get from the Dutch on Dec. 1, 1961.
—A.d.
Now. 27, 1999

There are two very different attitudes toward the pre-
sent developments in Iran. First, there is the attitude
that limits the struggles for freedom to democracy and
civil society. This attitude limits the struggle to one of
defending President Khatemi and the so-called reform
movement against Khamenei, the conservative..

Of course, it is necessary to do what we can against
the lack of any civil rights and try to bring an end to the
fascist tactics used by the goon squads and death squads
in Iran. But how can the Left and radical groups which
know the long struggles against this regime forget about
them and suddenly take up the banner of civil society
alone?

The other view is one that defends the mass struggles

and their demands for democra-

. . . tic rights but does not stop
Philosophic Dialogue [t opyry e
‘ : this. It questions the whole of

the regtme and highlights the
radicalism of the movement. This second tendency lacks
a concrete, specific articulation of the many dimensions
of the movement in Iran.

Here I will point out some of these dimensions:
women’s struggles vs. male domination, sexual discrimi-
nation in both legal codes and social behaviors, the
struggle of women for control over their own bodies, and
personal affairs; minorities’ struggles for self- determina-
tion, especially the Kurds; urban and rural working class
struggles; religious minorities such as Bahais and Jews
who suffer discrimination and persecution; the struggle
to separate religion from the state; ending legal persecu-
tion of gays and lesbians.

What must distinguish us from the reformists is
that we do not want to limit the struggle to democ-
racy and civil society or create new barriers for
the mass movement. At the same time, we do not
want to be like some on the Left who stay away
from mass struggles for democracy. We want to
have a specific analysis of specific conditions and
to seek to concretize a philosophy of revelution
for our times. We do not want to separate a philos-
ophy of revolution from concrete struggles for
freedom.

As Marx wrote to Arnold Ruge, “Nothing prevents us
from making criticism of politics, participation in politics,

.and therefore real struggles, the starting point of our crit-
icism, and from identifying our criticism with them. In
that case we do not confront the world in a doctrinaire
way with a new principle: Here is the truth, kneel down
before it! We develop new principles for the world out of
the world’s own principles. We do not say to the world:
Cease your struggles, they are foolish; we will give you
the true slogan of struggle. We merely show the world
what it is really fighting for, and consciousness is some-
thing that it has to acquire, even if it does not want to.”

In another place Marx wrote, “We can formulate the

trend of our journal as being: self-clarification (critical -

philosophy) to be gained by the present time ’of its strug-
gles and desires. This is a work for the world and for us.
It can be only the work of united forces. It is a matter of
a confession, and nothing more. In order to secure remis-
sion of its sins, mankmd has only to.declare, them for
what they actually are.”

If we want to respond fully and creatively to the

movement, our attitude toward mass struggles must +

articulate these demands and not take an administra-
tive approach towards them from above.

In Iran at this moment, freedom of speech and press
has become a major part of the struggle for freedom.
Take the latest attacks on four students and a teacher
for publishing and performing “Wave”, a play that is said
to insult Islam, and as such, they will be sentenced to:
prison for heresy. We need to.find ways to express our
defense of speech and press freedom. This can be done

through holding meetings and conferences and contact- -

ing others to create a network of support, and organizing
protests. — Ali Reza Ardebili
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MOBILIZING INTERNATIONALLY TO FREE
POLITICAL PRISONERS

The International Committee to Save
Mumia Abu-Jamal has chosen Jan. 12,
2,000 for an international delegation to
assemble in Washington, D.C., to
demand justice for Mumia. Our goal is to
bring together leaders, luminaries and
well-known personalities who support
the demand for a new trial. We need to
assemble members of the Congressional
Black Caucus and Hispanic Caucus as
well as other legislators, clergy, and
trade union leaders from this country
and abroad. The initiative grew out of
the rally of close to 10,000 unionists and
activists in Paris on Oct. 15.

U.S. endorsements and proposals
should be sent to: Open World

.Conference, ¢/o San Francisco Labor

Council, 1188 Franklin St., Suite 203,
San Francisco, CA 94109.
International Committee
to Save Mumia Abu-Jamal
Paris
ok %k

Two different demonstrations were
organized recently here to protest the
death penalty in the U.S. One was orga-
nized by Amnesty International, the
other by a coalition of several groups
directly in support of Mumia Abu-Jamal.

The Norwegian prime minister said
he took up the death penalty during his
recent discussions with the President of
the U.S., but never made it clear
whether he took up the case of Mumia.
What is certain is that there are 47 par-
liamentarians who have registered their
protest in Mumia’s case and some are
members of his party. Whether or not
President Clinton was confronted with
Mumia’s case, he should know that there
are strong feelings here in Norway about
Mumia. Activist

Oslo
¥ % ok -

Several hundred people demonstrated
in front of a fancy Beverly Hills Hotel to
protest the honoring of Pennsylvania
Governor Thomas Ridge, who recently
signed Mumia Abu-Jamal’s death war-
rant. Across the street on the roofs were
about ten police in civilian clothes with
their cameras and a birds-eye view of the
demonstrators. On the ground in full
view of the demonstrators were motorcy-
cles and patrol cars as well as half a

. dozen police in rank formation at the

hotel entrance.
Two activists attended the event

inside the hotel and rose at one point to

ask why there was such a hurry to exe-
cute Mumia. They were charged with
disturbing the peace and taken to the
police station where 75 demonstrators
followed to protest the arrest. The two

“were released on bail after a few hours.

The movement would be much stronger
if organizations like NAACP, SCLC and
ACLU joined in the fight.

Participant
Beverly Hills, CA
‘ * % %

The Editorial on Mumia Abu-Jamal in
the November issue of News & Letters
was very different from many state-
ments distributed by the movement over
the years. It was unique not only
because it invoked the legacy of urban
revolts from the 1977 New York City
blackout through the 1992 Los Angeles
Rebellion, but because it also demon-
strated the maturity of our age in show-
ing that these revolts have found a voice
in a Black revolutionary who is con-
demned to die. It showed what it means
to be a Marxist-Humanist by not letting
us forget about Mumia, the human
being.

The Editorial was deepened by run-
ning in the same issue with John Alan’s
Black/Red column on “History in the pre-
sent.” Mississippi’s turn of the century
“pig law” has been reborn as mandatory
sentencing for crack offenders. We are
facing a- new nadir of the African

"~ American experience, and the forces of

revolution can see themselves in the face
of Mumia Abu-Jamal.
. Jim Guthrie

"~ Chicago

¥ Kk %

As someone who has marched and ral-
lied many times on behalf of Mumia’s
release, I was glad to see you devote a
front-page Editorial to this. Yet some of

it seemed to border on fantasy. Do you -

really think the nation has been brought
“inexorably to the brink of civil war™?
The tragedy is that we are very far from
the level of mobilization and clarity of
ideas that will be needed to free Mumia,
much less to challenge capital in a civil
war. To chalk this up to “jack-boot gov-
ernment repression” is to conceal the
movement’s internal contradictions and
the responsibility of revolutionaries to
work them out.

" New York

|
FIGHTING RACISM

The persistence of racism in Cuba has
been under discussion recently, but I
have not seen much awareness that this
persistence has something to do with the
state-capitalist character of its economy.
Nationalization of major industry and
the elimination of some of the personifi-
cations of capital, Marx long ago pointed
out, does not by itself constitute any-
thing resembling “gsocialism.”
Revolutions that “stop dead™ at national-
ized property and single-party dictator-
ships are ill-equipped to deepen the rev-
olutionary process to the extent needed
to eradicate racism and sexism.

Marxist-Humanist
Nlinois

new rent are formidable.

YOU CAN TO:

WE ARE MOVING!

To all our readers and friends

News & Letters is being forced to move from the building which

has been our home in Chicago for 15 years, to make room for the con-

" version of the building into higher-rent condominiums. This kind of
“condo-ization,” which has been sweeping Chicago, has sent rents
sky-high and has forced countless small offices like ours into compe-
tition for whatever affordable office space remains.

We are determined not to allow this blow to divert us from our
work with all-the forces of revolt— in particular, our urgent work at
‘this moment with the Chicago Committee to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal,
which has been. using our offices for its meetings. While we have
found an office. we can move into by the end of the year, the extra
-expenses that suddenly confront us for moving and for meetmg our

- As we have done ever since our birth, we are turning to you, our
readers, to help us make sure we will not have to skip a single issue
of N&L to meet this emergency. The January-February issue will
come to you from our new home. To guarantee that, YOUR HELP IS
NEEDED MORE THAN EVER! PLEASE SEND WHATEVER

NEWS & LETTERS
36 S. Wabash, Room 1440
Chicago, Illinois 60603

A. Anielewicz

Readers’ Views

VOTING
FOR
MARX

BBC News Online readers from across

the world took part in a millennium poll : |

and found the revolutionary writer, Karl"

Marx, to be the greatest thinker of the

millennium, despite the way dictator-

ships throughout the 20th century have

distorted his original ideas. He certainly -

has my vote. ‘ Observer
Ilinois

% % %

With the threat of Mumia being put to
death now imminent, I have been trying
to rally others here in Britain to his+
cause. May I ask that you print an;
excerpt from Marx’s article on Capital;
Punishment that appeared in the New
York Dazly Tribune of 18 February, 1853
This is where Marx writes:

“Now, what a state of society is that
which knows of no better instrument for
its own defense than the hangman, and'
which proclaims through the ‘leading

journal of the world’ its own brutality as: |

eternal law?” Richard Bunting
Oxford.
o , ;
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY:

‘United Nations death toll figures
released in early November have been
taken by some to “prove” that Serbia did-
n’t engage in crimes against humanity.
In The Nation we read that “there was:

and is no hard evidence of a genocidal:

program.” The U.N. reports that so far
they have found 2,108 full corpses where
4,266 had been reported. Partial corpses.
were not counted, and prosecutor Carla

del Ponte noted “tampering with a sig~i

nificant number of sites” including bod-:
ies ploughed under fields or burned. As
the Kosova Crisis Center has noted, “the.

Serbs have some experience getting rid

of corpses.”

Whatever the final figures, the truth
_is not about numbers. What does it mean:
when those who have taken such a
pathetic stand on this conflict are now. :

cheering on those who would bury the
truth? John G.:
San Francisco

Lok % ok

An'item in “Our Life and Times” in the -

October N&L mentioned Laura Secor’s,
article in Lingua Franca which outlined:
the betrayal of some Praxis intellectuals,
including Mihailo Markovic, who aban-
doned their humanism to support the
fascism of Milosevic. Despite the value of
Secor’s exposure of these intellectuals,
her perspective

missal of Marx’s 1844 Humanist
Manuscripts. It increases the responsi-
bility for what it means to be a continu-
ator of Raya Dunayevskaya’s Marxist-
Humanism. _

California

'WHAT’S NEW WITH WELFARE?
Since 1996 they have been trying to
cut the welfare rolls by any means nec-

essary. They blame a missed appoint- |
ment or non-compliance with required

work hours, or whatever they can find. I
got a letter from the welfare office this
summer dated June 16 saying my grant;
would be discontinued in July because J
supposedly failed to submit a report
form by June 23. How could they send & !
letter on June 16 telling me I haven’t
submitted a report by June 23? Isn’t that
evidence they’re just trying to cut people
off, no matter what?

When you’re poor you are always
going somewhere to prove something,

You almost need a copying machine

because you have to make copies of
everything to keep them from cheating
you. Rose

Chicago

* ok ok :
Human life in the industrial world.
without basic shelter and food is a grow-
ing problem. The statistics are difficult

. to interpret. The British government is .

e

. attempting to stamp out the distribution

of bread and soup by charitable organi-
zations on the grounds that they are cre-
ating a problem by encouraging it! The
victims .are blamed because they show
up the lies that are part of thelr every-
day life. :
With the price of homes rising and the

- availability of accommodation appearing

to fall, the pressures simply to have
some shelter are immense. The matter is
not adequately discussed in the press or
by any of the political parties—including
the so-called “radicals.” The Big Issue,
the magazine here that deals with home-
lessness, has a creditable history in not

. only raising the issue but attempting to
. find practical solutions with the people

most concerned. More truth and honesty

“in Bntlsh political life is long overdue. -

Pat Duffy

Britain

VOICES
FROM
WITHIN
| THE
WALLS

is decidedly anti-
Marxist, including a contemptuous dis- |

Jennifer Pen

I wish your paper could have a legal
section about groups willing to help pris-
oners (no pen pals). Many prisoners are
totally in the dark about their legal
rights. Many are innocent and searching
for help. Yes, for the most part they are
indigent. The numbers are huge and
continue to grow. What a waste! ’

Prisoner
Arkansas -
* ok ok

An associate showed me a copy of D.A.
Sheldon’s Voices From Within the Prison
Walls and said I could read it, but there
are so many others ahead of me waiting
to read it, I don’t know how long I will
have to wait. From what I have heard
from those who have already read it, it is
very informative and addresses all of the
issues we are facing every day in these ’
warehouses/concentration camps. Is it
true that you send copies of the book to
prisoners who can’t pay for it? I would
like to order it, but the little bit of money
my family sends me isnt enough to do
that. I'would like to have-any material
you can send me about News and Letters
Committees. Prisoner
. Pennsylvania

& %k ok

Editor’s Note Over the past year we
have been able to send hundreds of
copies of Voices to prisoners who have
requested it, thanks to our readers’
donations to the special fund established
for that purpose. Readers: Can you buy a
copy for a prisoner for $8 or send a con-
tribution of any size to this Special
Fund?

@

ROSA LUXEMBURG POSTER
Hot off the press, beautiful 23” x 35”
posters of Rosa Luxemburg created by
IWW artist Carlos Cortez are available
in black ink printed on your choice of
red, blue or tan stock. Posters are $15
each or 3 for $30, shipped in sturdy
poster tubes postpaid. Checks should be
sent payable to:
Institute of Working Class History
. .2335 W. Altgeld St.
Chiecago, IL 60647-2001

News & leﬂem
] On Your |
Guift List!
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WOMEN'’S LIBERATION STRUGGLES

. T escort women who come to the clinic
so they can get from their car to the clin-
ic without too much harassment by anti-
‘abortion fanatics. You can’t believe, the
damage these so-called Christians do.

There was an incident just this week, A -

young woman came for her after-abortion
checkup. The zealots got to her before she
got in and when I saw her she was in
tears. I think she’s going to need profes-
sional counseling.

The worst thing about escorting is that
the women coming to the clinic feel they
must be polite and take the lying anti-
abortion literature not to be rude. What
made me feel good was the story of one
woman who came in unescorted. When I
asked her if she had any trouble she said:
“No, I just told them that ’'m an educat-
ed voter, and that seemed to scare them
.away.” - Clinic escort

Tennessee

k ok ok
- 'There have been a rash of schoolgirl
rapes and attempted abductions here
since school opened this Fall. Students at
several high schools attempted a walkout

over the issue, only to be threatened with’

punishment by school administrators and
teachers. The next day hundreds of stu-
dents marched to the School Center
Building shouting, “No safety, no sckhpol.”

The lack of safe passage for school chil-
dren has been kept quiet for years. Now
there is even more vacant land in the city,
parents formerly on welfare are now
required to be away from home at work,
and a large backlog of abandoned houses
still stands. Now the Mayor has finally
mobilized volunteers and city workers to
patrol school routes. Susan VanGelder

' Detroit
% k%

Every year, during October, which is
National Violence Against Women
Awareness Month, the Women’s Action
Coalition here stands on busy street cor-
ners wearing black, with an upright cof-
fin and holding signs that give statistics
on brutality against women. 1 consider it
a uniquely Southern experience because
here in the “buckle of the bible belt” this
particular brand of violence is taken by
many as simply business as usual.

Memphis may be known as the home

of Elvis, or of the Blues on Beale Street.
But for women, this is a place where
abuse is rife and all those churches on all

those street corners don’t do one damn
thing to stop the violence women
encounter every day because we are

women. WAC member
Memphis
@
POLITICS IN ITALY

If there is any term that can sum up the
present Italian political situation it is the
word “restoration.” The parties of the right
headed by the media “czar” Silvio
Berlusconi are attempting to defeat the
left-of-center government and “turn the
wheel” so they would regain the power
they had in the “first republic,” in the post-
war years until the 1980s. )

The government is' presided over by
Massimo D’Alema, leader of the Party of
Democratic Left (PDS) which is the former

- Communist Party. Ten years ago, in

November 1989 at its congress in Bologna,
it changed not only its name but also its
ideology and policy. After this turn-around
it split and a minority formed a new party
calling itself Rifondazione Communista.
They split again last year and Armondo
Cossutta, a veteran Stalinist-type CP offi-
cial, founded a group with the name of
Party of Italian Communists.

Now both of these groupings are giving
their “critical support” to those govern-
ment measures they regard as “socially
acceptable”—mostly because they fear
that should the present government fall, it
would be followed by a coalition of centrist
and rightist parties. =~ Stephen Steiger
Prague

STRUGGLES OF
 REVOLUTIONARY
ENVIRONMENTALISM

Franklin Dmitryev’s Lead in the
November N&L on both the accidents
and the revolt that arise from the “Drive
for global nuclear domination” was one of
the finest articles I have seen in any
newspaper. Far from falling into the kind
of empty abstractions that characterize
bourgeois thinking, he lays out the death-
dealing drive of capitalism for profit, and
always he emphasizes the significant
movement from below. It is such a great

from Marx to Mao

Philosophy of Revolution

Reaching for the Future (1996 edition)

Q Philosophy and Revolution: from Hegel to Sartre and

1989 edition. New author’s introduction ......

Q Rosa Luxemburg, Women'’s Liberation, and Marxs

1991 edition. New author’s introduction. Foreword by
Adrienne Rich ..o,

0 Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution:
............... $15.95

Q The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism:

Humanism by Peter Hudis

Q Marx’s Capital and Today's Global Crisis
Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony CIiff ............ $2

QO Harry McShane and the Scottish Roots of Marxist-
e BSOS i $3 2 Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: A Half

- Century of Its World Development

Full description of 15,000-page microfilm collection .. $4 50

U Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western
‘Civilization’ (Expanded edition) .........c..c...covvrerenriernrrnnnene $5

QO The Coal Miners’ General Strike of 1949-50 and the
Birth of Marxist-Humanism In the U.S.
by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya ...........................$2

contribution that I'd like to see it expand-
ed and widely distributed.

For that Id like to suggest that the
philosophical implications of the move-
ment from below be brought forward. We
need to show that the humanism of Marx
and Dunayevskaya is the philosophical
rendering of the unity of theory and prac-
tice so we can speak in concrete practico-
theoretic language to those in these
movements and join with them as they
with us. In short, I wish the article had
been more explicit in pointing out that all

of the protest movements it details are

covered up so their inherent commonali-
ty of goal does not stand forth in a way
that it could garner the interest of people
not currently involved. Hope is what cap-
italism has to stifle in order to persist. If
we unduly emphasize the hegemonic
power of capitalism and its ideology, we
defeat our revolutionary purpose.
Philosophy professor
Iinois
* % sk

I remember when Three Mile Island
“went nuclear” because I wasn’t far from
the place up-wind. All of us really paid
attention to the weather patterns like we
never did in our lives before. One of the
things which is amazing is that it was so
quickly placed into the realm of ancient
history and forgotten. The same with
Chernobyl. Prisoner

Tennessee
% ok %

A number of environmental move-
ments call for the dismantling of capital-
ism, seeing the gross waste of human
lives and health today. The problem is
that environmentalism is se divorced

from trade unionism. Activist
Chicago
o
TOO MUCH PHILOSOPHY?

I find you over-emphasize the impor-
tance of philosophy in the class struggle,
and that you display a tendency toward a
Raya Dunayevskaya “cult.” That doesn’t
mean that I don’t find a lot of value in
N&L, though! Council Communist

’ Norway
% % %

I read Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1957 let-
ter on “Mao, Hegel, and dialectics in
China” printed in the Archives column of
the November issue, with close attention.
Frankly, her philosophic writings are
well beyond my grasp but I keep trying to

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS

BooOKs a @Voices from within the Prison Walls Q Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog
by D. A. Sheldon. Prisoners’ views of (in)justice system and A full list of publications (includes many not listed here)
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follow her reasoning. What strikes you in

this letter is that it came years before the .
split - between Mao and -

“official”
Khrushchev, and a decade before the
Cultural Revolution, about which so
many have written so much. But none
appears to even want to analyze matters

objectively as she did. Prisoner

, Texas
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THE AFRO-ASIAN STRUGGLE

I would like to clarify a point in an
article on the “Asian-American Struggle”
in the October issue of N&L. The
Japanese and Filipinos essentially immi-
grated as laborers for capitalist produc-
tion in the late 1800s after the 1882
Chinese Exclusion Act, some going to
Hawaii to work in the sugar cane plan-
tations and some eventually becoming
farmers as they were originally in Japan.

Blacks are the only group of people that -

did not immigrate, but were forcibly
shipped here as slaves to serve capitalist

production. Asian-American
Los Angeles
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REPORT CARD FOR BARAK

Although Barak has been a slow and
reluctant partner, he is gradually com-
plying with the Israeli commitments in
the signed agreements
Palestinians. Among several other hope-
ful new policies, some government minis-
ters have talked about ending the policy
of demolishing Palestinian homes, an
excellent sign. In response, however,
Ehud Olmert, the right-wing mayor of
Jerusalem, where hundreds of homes are
slated for demolition, has expressed his
determination to destroy all “illegal con-
struction.” He is gunning to be the next
prime minister.

I did regard as positive Barak’s deci-
sion to evacuate 10 of the 42 new “out-

posts” that were established since he took -

office, as it establishes the principle of
removing existing settlements in the ter-
ritories. This is critical. Finally, we have
to see if the new budget will reflect the
“change in priorities” the electorate was
promised—support for education, health,
the elderly, and addressing the huge
problem of unemployment. On this, we
have no good tidings yet whatseever. On
balance, I give a C+ to the new adminis-
tration. There’s lots of room for improve-
ment. Gila Svirsky
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Voies From Within

The Prison Walls

The implementation of the concept of control unit pris-
ons (or supermax), administrative segregation and other
innocuous-sounding special housing units (SHU) has pro-
gressed at an alarming rate. Since the early-1980s lock-
down at Marion, Ill., which set the tone for the supermax
concept, nearly every state in the U.S. has completed or
begun a supermax project. All statés use some type of
administrative segregation to incapacitate prisoners
above and beyond general segregation time.

Unlike segregation, which is used for supposed infrac-
tions of prison rules and is subject to a modicum of due
process, segregating prisoners administratively is consid-
ered to be a “non-punitive” punishment by prisoncrats
and, as such, not subject to the general due process
requirements. A prisoner does not have to violate a prison
rule to be placed in admiinistrative segregation or a control
unit facility. Simply the prospect of a future rule violation
is sufficient.

It is ironic that the same isolation and abuse suffered
by prisoners in this alleged “non-punitive” status in such
facilities as Pelican Bay (Cal.) and Tamms (I1l.), to name
but two, were once deemed “cruel
and unusual punishment” in the
mid-1800s in the U.S,, a time when
the electric chair and the gas cham-
ber were just starting to come into
fashion as “humane” alternatives to
hanging. The theory behind a
supermax or. SHU is that it will
somehow re-educate or modify the
behavior of a .prisoner who is
deemed a security risk.

Now called “correctional "adjust-
ment” or “behavior modification,” it
is a concept which finds many par-
allels in history when specific
groups in power wished to silence
anyone daring to challenge or ques-
tion the authority of the ruling
class. The Inquisition, Nazi concen-
tration camps, and the gulags and
sanitariums of the former USSR
were all designed with the re-education process in mind, a
process accomplished by brutal isolation, torture—both
physical and psychological —or death.

The U.S. has a sordid history of confinement and seg-
regation based upon such factors as race and political
affiliation. Seven percent of the U.S. population is Black
males, yet almost half of the prison population is com-
prised of Blacks. Cultural bias and disparity does not stop
at the prison gate. Over 90% of the prisoners in the con-
trol unit of the MCAC in Maryland are Black.

It is not-hard to see the parallels between COINTEL-
PRO of the 1960s and "70s, and the use of control units in
the 1980s and beyond. Pre-emptive “non-punitive” action
to segregate suspected gang leaders or members, prison
activists, prison revolutionaries and prison paralegals is
much like the racial and cultural profiling which is pro-
mulgated in the community.

When pre-emptive “collective punishments” are meted
out and ignored because of the status of the recipients, we

‘have taken the first step to a totalitarian culture. In the
1930s first it was the prisoners, then the\insane, then

" Black World

(Continued from page 1)
sought the support and solidarity of French democ-
rats,workers, students and the Left from the beginning of
the revolution in 1954. However, as Fanon noted, “Other
things being equal, it can be said of Algeria’s European
democrats what has been endlessly repeated of the
French parties of the Left: for a long time history is made
without them.” Though the Left is unable to prevent the
. imperialist adventures of France, “Nevertheless,” Fanon
adds, “their existence has forced the neo-fascists of
Algeria and France to be on the defensive. The Left has
done nothing for a long time in France. Yet by its
action, its denunciations, and its analyses, it has pre-
vented a certain number of things.” _

" It is precisely this political duality of the Left, unable
to act but having prevented a certain number of things
by its denunciations of French imperialism, that reveals
France’s vaunted democracy being shed, even as its neo-
fascism was being exposed in Algeria. Left support
movements, Fanon informed his French democratic
audience (the chapter on minorities having been pub-
lished originally in Les Temps Modernes), both elicit and
expose the social fascism of so-called democratic govern-
ments when it (the Left) denounces the imperialist-mil-
itarist foreign policies of its own government. Left forces

“in Algeria and in France were in this way “constantly
forcing the extremists to unmask themselves, and hence
progressively to adopt the positions that will precipitate
their defeat.”

So crucial were political minorities for making the
revolution and for the reconstruction of Algerian society
afterwards that Fanon singled out two “minorities” in
‘particular to demonstrate his dialectical approach to
both of these historic tasks. Of Algeria’s Jewish minori-
ty Fanon wrote that “Even today, the Jewish lawyers
and doctors who in the camps or in prison share the fate

_.of millions of Algerlans attest to the multiracial reality
of the Algerian Nation.”

He described the broad mass of Algerian Jews (some
three-fourths of the Algerian Jewish population) as “a

v+ - floating, highly Arabized mass having only a poor knowl-

Supermax’s new cruelty

Gypsies, then Jewish citizens, then the whole of Europe
and the world which suffered the collective punishments
and class repression of policies which profiled peoples and
cultures, then subjected them to the most brutal treat-
ment based upon a concept of superiority and the need to
“purify” a culture and country of its “criminals.”

Those who would reject the likelihood of such an occur-
rence need look no further than Rwanda, Kosova and East
Timor. They need look no further than out their back win-
dows to the sprawling complex of electronic wizardry
which has replaced the rack and thumbscrew. Compare
that complex to pictures of the concentration camps in
Nazi Germany. The only thing missing? The gas chambers
and furnaces, at least for now. —Prisoner, USA

An inside perspective

Tamms, Ill.—The treatment of the prisoners at
Tamms Correctional Center, a “closed” maximum securi-
ty prison, and in many prisons around the world, repre-
sents a major disgrace to humanity. Tamms prisoners are
castigated as the “worst of the worst.”

The initiatory procedures that I had
to go through upon my arrival here in
1998 were the most debased and inhu-
mane form of treatment I had ever
endured! I was forced to strip off all
my clothing in the presence of 15 to 20
different people. Adding to this humil-
iation I was directed by loud, indis-
creet orders: “Hands, bottom of feet,
mouth, testicles, open buttocks...”
Everything I treasured was separated
from me: my family photos, my writ-
ings, books and even hygienic items
previously allowed by the Department
of Corrections.

Every day I look out this red, perfo-
rated steel door and it’s the same view.
Nothing changes—not even the faces
of the guards. As a segregated prison-
er, 'm denied all access to educational
programs, all televised religious programs, all commis-
sary privileges. I have been in segregation for nine

years, and never have I suffered such offensive and

intrusive isolation, I'm unable to sleep because the area
where I'm confined: has an echo that reverberates con-

stantly and only serves to remind me of its emptiness.

Life without meaning.

My so-called recreation yard is a dog kennel, an empty
box devoid of an outside view, except the sky, and this
view is segmented. I feel as if I'm inside a time capsule
where no external stimulation enters and my tears for
mercy stay inside. Today is so much like yesterday, I often
confuse them.

This place is not designed to help, because I often find
myself ruminating about vengefully hurting myself or
others. I do pray people will see the futility in this place,
go behind the words and look at the human aspect of it
all. Would you place your own self in these sepulchers? If
not, then why place me here? My failures have never been
80 great as to call them the “worst of the worst.” Yet I have
erred in life. Havent you? —Illinois prisoner

Fanon’s Dying Golonialism

edge of French, considering itself by tradition and some-
times by dress as authentic ‘natives.”

Fanon went further. He lets us hear the voices of
Algeria’s Jewish dimension. As one Jewish group in
Constantine wrote in August 1956, on the eve of the
Battle of Algiers: “One of the most pernicious maneuvers
of colonialism in Algeria was and remains the division
between Jews and Moslems.... The Jews have been in
Algeria for more than two thousand years; they are thus
an integral part of the Algerian people.... Moslems and
Jews, children of the same earth, must not fall into the
trap of provocation. Rather, they must make a common
front against it, not letting themselves be duped by those
who, not so long ago, were offhandedly contemplating
the total extermination of the Jews as a salutary step in
the evolution of humanity.”

Fanon made common cause with another political
minority, one which to our way of thinking today would
appear extraordinary. He found that even a segment of
European settlers had greatly aided and supported the
liberation movement, allowing their farms to be used as
“infirmaries, refuges, or relay stations..., and granaries.”
Not only would FLN weapons caches be located on set-
tler farms, but, “in many areas, [FLN] meetings would
be held on European farms.”

Fanon’s point, which was also his original point of
departure for this last chapter of A Dying Celonialism on
minorities, is that “Algeria’s European minority is far
from being the monolithic block that one imagines.”
There are twin aspects to the point of Fanon’s essay,
aspects that are as practical as they are dialectical,
namely, that being a revolutionary under the whip' of
counter-revolution or, as in our own day, in a period of
retrogression, makes one a political minority. It is a
political reality that makes it more imperative than ever
to practice a dialectical approach to reality that digs
deep for the other, revolutionary dimension that lies in

every country, in every oppressed minority. From

Rwanda to the Balkans, to right here in the U.S., we see
that Frantz Fanon was a practicing, thinking dialecti-
cian who continues to speak to our age.

[ Black/Red View |

Philosophic task remains

Editor’s note: This column is the second of two retrospec-
tives on mpments in 20th century African-American history.

by John Alan

African Americans were engaged at the dawn of the .
20th century in a permanent struggle for freedom against
holdovers from the barbarism of slavery—peonage labor,
Iynchings and segregation. Years after President Lincoln
signed the Emancipation Proclamation and the end of
Reconstruction, the unresolved “Negro problem,” as it was
called, gave fuel to the politics of white supremacy at a
time when the U.S. took on the “white man’s burden,”
going to war with Spain to take over Puerto Rico and the
Philippines. ‘

Segregation and discrimination at the same time creat-
ed a racist ideology that was comparable to that of Nazi
Germany in the 1930s. Books appeared with titles such as
The Negro is a Beast and The Negro: A Mendce to
Civilization. Popular anti-Black literature and films por-
trayed Afyican Americans as inferior to the white race.
Blacks could never catch. up with white civilization, and
freedom had caused them to revert to barbarism. The only
solution, in thls view, was extermination or colonization.

BLACK MASS OPPOSITION

At no time did African Americans stop organizing to
oppose those oppressive social conditions. T. Thomas
Fortune, the secular and militant editor and owner of the
New York Age, called a convention in 1890 in Chicago to
organize the Afro-American National League. Fortune had
written in an editorial “that this country has determined to
leave the eplored man to fight his own battles... There is no
dodging the issue; we have got to take hold of this problem
ourselves and make so much noise that all the world shall
know the wrongs we suffer and our determination to right
these wrongs.”

Fortune, in his address as the temporary chalrman of
the convention, told the 141 delegates: “As the agitation
which culminated in the abolishment of African slavery in
the country covered a period of 50 years, so we expect that
before the rights conferred upon us by the War
Amendments are fully conceded, a full century will have
passed away. We have not undertaken child’s play. We have

- undertaken a serious work which will tax and exhaust the

best intelligence of the race for the next century.”
The historic significance of the National Afro-American

. League was that it was an expression of the new self-con-

sciousness ‘germinating in the minds of the newly urban-
ized African-American masses. By organizing their own
migration movements from the South to the Northern
urban areas, they had created a collective social power, a
subjective will and confidence to begin their own battles for
liberation. :

THEORIES OF BLACK LEADERS
Booker T. Washington opposed the migration of African

. Americans: from the South. It violated a principle of his

philosophy’ which required that the masses of African
Americans rémain a rural people. He advised them to “cast
down your:bucket where you are” and “make advantage
out of disadvantage.”

W.E.B. DuBois’ concept that a “talented tenth” of “col-
lege-bred Negroes” was needed to lead the Black masses
automaticallly exempted him and his colleagues from play-
ing any role in this migration organized by ordinary Black
people. Thus, in the first decades of this passing century
Black masses had moved ahead to change an oppressive
racist society without a theory or a philosophy in agree-
ment with their self-organizing practice.

In one sense Booker T. Washington can be exempted
from the problem of not developing a philosophy of Black
liberation. From the beginning of his illustrious career as
the principal of the Tuskegee Institute, he let it be known
that he was not committed to any struggle for Black civil
rights. On the other hand, the development of a philosophy
of Black liberation was clearly the aim of the young intel-
lectual, W.E.B. DuBois, who was Washington’s opponent
and chief critic. He did not develop that philosophy because
he was burdened with his idea that the Black intellectual
was the vanguard of the movement: Developing that phi-
losophy is a task that remains to be completed for the 21st

century.

Toxic explosion

Memphis, Tenn.—There was an explosion on Oct.
30 at the Defense Depot, a highly contaminated
Superfund site in the middle of the Black community of
South Memphis. I felt the explosion in my house over a
quarter mile away. The fire department came out, put
out the fire and kept going. They said it was a trans-
former. The electric utility, MLG&W, said that there was
no transformer over there and that they had had no
reports of a transformer going out.

When I went there the next day to videotape it, I got .
a strange taste in my mouth. Later I got a headache so
severe I had to go to the emergency room. There were
five different places on the Depot that were burned. The
most severe section was up by the fence.

This is serious because the federal government is sup-
posed to sign that land over to the city very soon, if they
haven't already done that. When they signed the
Millington naval base over to the city, they found
napalm about 30 minutes later. The city has to clean up
the contamination. The Pentagon isn’t responsible after
the transfelr, unless the city can prove that in court it is.

—Environmental justice activist
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- The maximum life-time period one can receive feder-
al assistance is five years, but some states have insti-
tuted shorter .time periods; it is two years in
Massachusetts, and people are already being thrown
off. The Boston area welfare rights group Survivors,
Inc.; told N&L, “The women we meet at the welfare

“offices- are hanging on by their fingernails, many of

them homeless or almost homeless, many of them hav-
ing been kicked off welfare because of time limits and
having no other source of income.” The new law also
prohibits assistance to pursue full-time education or

training, so that now the average recipient—a young
~woman with young children—in order to have any

chance of a decent-paying job, must try to squeeze in

schooling -along with workfare and other welfare

requirements.

New York Mayor Rudolph-Giuliani, a leader in insti-
tuting workfare, has imposed more and more harsh and
humiliating requirements on welfare recipients, while
removing 400,000 people from public assistance since

1995. As much as 35 hours a week of workfare (called

WEP) are mandatory for some recipients, leaving them
no time to search for a job or go to school. On Jan. 1,
unless stopped by the courts, Giuliani will institute a
policy of refusing beds in shelters to homeless people
who have not complied with workfare and other require-
ments. Of course, being homeless, they are likely not to
receive mail advising them what they are required to

do, but the shelters’ computers will know how to keep-

them out. “His Honor” even threatened to take away the
children of parents who lose their shelter rights, on the

-grounds that the children no longer have shelter!

New York City has been rebuked by the federal gov-
ernment for interfering with people’s right to apply for
food stamps, Medicaid and SSI (federal programs, but
you apply for them at local welfare centers), and for fail-
ing to supply translators for the city’s large foreign-born

_population. Maureen Lane of the Welfare Rights

Initiative told us, “There -has been some relief from
Giuliani’s changes 1n welfare through suing him, but
that is the only way.”

Giuliani continues to cut the city’s unionized work
force and replace it with recipients, who do the same

 work, mostly as janitors, sanitation, and parks workers,

but receive only their old welfare benefits. WEP work-

-ers, who number 40,000, began extensive self-organiz-
"~ ing campaigns about three years ago, and won a few

improvements in working conditions. But the push to
unionize WEPs (against the law) has fallen flat. Labor
unions are not even trying, although they are support-

- ing some of the WEP workers’ demarnids, including two

bills in the City Council, one to give WEP workers a
grievance procedure and the other to create 10,000
“real” jobs for welfare recipients.

WEP Workers Together! sponsored one of the bills.
They told us, “We go to work sites and speak to people.
We push their grievances with the site supervisors, and
we form nelghborhood groups that meet monthly. WEP
workers’ main complaint is that they are not paid. The
second is-that the regular employees let them do all the
work. They are sent on job interviews where 60 people
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‘much more puritive. Welfare

are sent for two positions, and the positions require
skills they don’t have. It’s a backward circle.”

ACORN in Brooklyn also organizes WEP workers at
about 100 work sites. On Nov. 23 ACORN conducted a

‘bus tour of four WEP sites, asking the supervisors to

sign a workers’ Bill of Rights and ending up at City Hall
to lay wreaths for the WEP workers who have been
killed on the job. Another group, Make the Road by
Walking, in Bushwick, Brooklyn —mostly Latino recipi-
ents—filed a federal complaint and a'law suit to obtain
translators at the welfare centers, and started a
“Campaign for Respect” at one
center, with ten demands rang-
ing from cleaner centers to real

Michigan’s harsh laws—it
recently imposed a require-
ment, temporarily halted by a
federal court, that recipients be
tested for drugs—have also
generated their opposite, a
group called Welfare Warriors.
Their recent campaigns include
sending - bills to President
‘Clinton for their unpaid labor
in raising children, and sending
smashed clocks to Congress to
dramatize the need for a mora- -
torium on the five-year lifetime

of Survivors, Inc., told N&L,
“The changes in the welfare
system since 1996 make it

The effects of these regulations

are more homeless, higher malnutrition rates, more vio-
lence, suffering and death. But the welfare rights move-
ment in Massachusetts is growing now in spite of the
obstacles to receiving welfare. It includes students and
community organizations as well as individuals who are
homeless or about to become homeless, joining organi-
zations to fight for their survival.” \

LEAVING WELFARE FOR WHAT?

President Clinton and the states are bragging
because the welfare rolls have dropped from five million
families in 1994 to 2.7 million at the end of last year.
The politicians imply that these people left welfare for

" decent jobs. Clinton recently toured “pockets of poverty”

around the country to assure the residents they will be
helped by increased investment in those areas. The big
lie'in both cases is that poor people benefit from the low-
wage; no-benefit jobs they are forced to take. The only
beneficiaries are the capitalists, while the people who
are cut off welfare, unable to get on it, or forced into

workfare while on it, end up as bad or worse off than

they were under the old system.
. Whether or not they are employed (and “employed”

- loses meaning when those receiving public assistance

must work full-time for their benefits), many poor peo-
ple are sinking more deeply into poverty. The 1996
changes in the law have not caused the expected
increase in the number of people living below the pover-
ty line, only because we are in a period of economic

* upswing, so a portion of the people leaving welfare are

able to find jobs, ranging from a third in New Jersey to
75% in Florida, But getting off welfare into paid work is
nothing new. Despite all the racist, sexist propaganda

about lazy recipients, most recipients always went in

and out of the job-market, depending on the state of the
economy as well as their personal circumstances such
as having small children.

The expanding economy lifted some people above the
government’s poverty line last year, but there are still
34.5 million people below it, and many experts believe
the real rate is higher. Regionally, the only drop in the
poverty rate was in the South. The poverty rate for
African Americans is 26.1%, over twice the U.S. average.

_-The percentage of children living in poverty is 18.9%

nationally—13.5 million children. The number of people
below the poverty line does not tell us the depth of pover-

ty. The evidence is that the poor are getting poorer.

Welfare rights groups all over the country report that
private food pantries are unable to meet the demand,
and homeless shelters are bursting at the seams. -
Nationally, half the families kicked off welfare recent-
ly have become homeless, and a third of former recipi-

.ents report that within a year after leaving welfare, they

do not have enough to edt. Former recipients who are
forced to take minimum wage jobs often become poorer
because they lose Medicaid, food stamps, and child care
benefits (for those on workfare), while their expenses
increase. A national study of women with children who
left welfare in 1995-97 showed that those who got jobs

were no better off than other low-wage women, that is, .

still poor. Moreover, a third of the leavers returned to
welfare, and a quarter lacked any means of support. .

THE FACE OF POVERTY

Poverty has a female face. Two-thirds of peor adults
are women, and an estimated 88% of homeless families
are headed by women. The vast majority of low-income
mothers experience severe physical and/or sexual abuse
and assault in their lifetimes. Gwendolyn Mink discuss-
es the 1996 federal welfare act in Whose Welfare?
(Cornell Univ. Press, 1999, p. 171): “Flouting the ideal of
universal citizenship, the act distinghishes poor single

Worker-activists of Brazil's MST (Landless
was never sufficient income for Workers Movement) along route of the March
-~ an adequate standard of living. of the Americas.

mothers from other citizens and subjects them to a sep-
arate system of law. [They] forfeit rights the rest of us
us enjoy as fundamental to our citizenship—family
rights, reproductive rights, and vocational liberty —just
because they need welfare.”

Moreover, if they find jobs, women can expect to earn

- just 73% of men’s salaries. These factors have spurred

some feminist groups, including the National
Organization for Women, to take an active part in wel-
fare rights struggles.

Poverty is more prevalant among African Americans,
Latinos, and Native Americans
than among whites. And most
statistics on poverty and wages
do not even include undocu-
mented immigrants, who may
work for less than minimum
wage, and are excluded frém
nearly all forms of public assis-
tance.

What keeps people in pover-
ty or plunges them deeper into
it, are low wages. We are in a
period of -sustained economic
growth but neither the increas-
es in national wealth nor the
demand for workers is reflected
in higher wages. With labor
unions broken or coopted and
welfare no longer an option,

" working people lack the-power
to withhold their labor in order
to force wages up. In fact, real
wages (what you can buy with
your pay check) have fallen for
the past 25 years by about 12%.
. Household income has risen

only because so many more women and students are
working than previously, and so many wage-earners are
forced to work two jobs.

What can we do to re-organize this anti-poor, anti-
worker society?

The demands of the Poor. People’s Econom1c Human
Rights Campaign, like those of other groups who advo-
cate the redistribution of wealth, strike us as abstract
and ineffective rallying points. Moreover, the Campaign’s
analysis of poverty is quite wrong, treating the gap
between rich and poor as if it were caused by the rich
refusing to “share the wealth.” We mislead people if we
reinforce the idea that there is a fixed “pie” to be shared,
or that capitalism can be permanently reformed so as to .
eliminate poverty. In fact, capitalism’s drive to expand
and increase profits makes it inherently at war with
working people. Reforms last only as long as workers’
movements: (including the unemployed) are strong

_enough to force them on the system. (See Betty Reid

Mandell, “Falling through the Safety Net: Women and
Children First,” New Politics, Winter 1999.) The only real
solution is to destroy capitalism and replace it with a
worker-controlled system of production for human needs.
These issues belong in discussions of welfare rights. .
Appeals for fairness within an anti-human social-eco-
nomic system will not win “human rights,” and the next

. economic or politieal crisis can wipe out whatever we do

win. To reform the law—to keep people on welfare a lit-
tle longer, to raise the minimum wage or obtain griev-
ance procedures for workfare—is only one aspect of
fighting poverty. In order to transform this society, we
need to understand how it functions and to explore the
possibility of a new human one.

No more horder deaths!

Los Angeles —MacArthur Park in Central LA. was
the site where two to three hundred mostly Latino men,
women and children recently attended a press conference,
march, ecumenical ceremony and a festive program of
popular theater, food, live music and dancing.

Tta gatherrng was to protest the INS policies that lead
to violence and killing of hundreds of Central American
and Mexican immigrants annually at the
Mexico/U.S.Border—300 deaths per year and countless
other acts of violence.

The event was sponsored by CHIRLA, “Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles,” along with
labor and religious groups. CHIRLA has been active in
supporting the organizing of 22,000 day laborers and the
Domestic Workers Association who are overwhelmingly
Latino.

Two of the protest signs read: “No more deaths at the
border” and “Immigrant rights are Human Rights”; there
were also many crosses with names of individuals who died
trying to cross the border. There were also testimonies
from those whose family members have disappeared.

Ms. Imelda, coordinator of Latino Services in Los
Angeles, presented testimonies of assault and violations
against immigrant women by immigration and border
patrol agents and immigrant smugglers.

Victims that died were commemorated and respected
within the traditional, indigenous/Catholic “Day of the
Dead” ceremony. )

Those that attempt to cross the border are among the
poorest of immigrants arriving in this country. The drive to
immigrate is the drive to escape mass hunger and poverty
created by NAFTA (North Awmerican Free Trade
Agreement), and today’s world economic crises and the -
capitalists’ perpetual drive to invest and profit abroad at -

the expense of hvrng human bemgs It must be stopped.

.—Participant
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Chnmsky ignores lessons of wars in Kosova

The New Mtlltary Humanism: Lessons from
Kosovo, by Noam Chomsky (Monroe, Maine: 1999,
Common Courage Press)

There once was a time when the radical critic, faced
with rape camps and mass Kkillings against an ethnic

“ minority, could be counted on to attack the offending

regime, expose the complicity of the Western powers,
and extend solidarity to the victims of oppression. But
no more—at least judging from Noam Chomsky’s latest
book on the war in Kosova.

-Chomsky debunks the myth that the U.S. went to

war over Kosova for “humanitarian” reasons. He is right
that this wasn’t the first time U.S. imperialism tried to
justify a military intervention through ideological dou-
ble talk. As he shows, the U.S. bombed Serbia to bolster
the prestige of NATO, not to aid the victims of “ethnic
cleansing.” -
- The problem however is that not one but two wars
were fought in Kosova this year. One was the U.S.-war
against-Serbia. The other was Serbia’s war against the
Kosovars. Reading Chomsky, you'd barely know the sec-
ond ever occurred. Neither the nature of Milosevic’s
reglme nor the struggle of the Kosovars receives any
senous discussion.

A ‘NEW HUMANISM’?
Chomsky does the imperialists one better by not only

“debunking what they say, but attributing to them what

they never claimed -—-namely, that the bombing of Serbia
represents: “the New Humanism of the New
Millennium.” (The phrase was actually first used by the
German intellectual Ulrich Beck.)

This is anincredible choice of words. Far from having

- anything to do with the actions of imperialist comman-

ders, the quest for a “New Humanism” has been integral
to the freedom struggles of our time, from the East
European revolts against statist “Communism” to the

 African Revolutions to the Black freedom struggles in

the U.S. By attributing to the rulers the opposite of
what they are about—a “New Humanism”—Chomsky
manages to purge from his purview the actual human-
ism which comes.from mass struggles for freedom. This
~is most of all seen from his callous treatment of the
Kosovars.

He first of all demes that genocide was ever at issue,

~.since “only” 2,500 Kosovars were supposedly killed by

Serb troops prior to the start of NATO’s air war. Most of
the killing of Kosovars by Serbs, he says, occurred after
the bombing started. Serbia is therefore not to-blame for
the mass killings and expulsions; it’s really the fault of
the U.S.

He does mention -that before the U.S. bombing
‘Milosevic made plans for a massive invasion of Kosova,
code-named Operation Horseshoe, but he dismisses it.

‘ After all, he says, the U.S. probably has contingency

plans to 1nvade Canada but that hardly means it’s plan-
ning on taking imminent action. Chomsky doesn’t men-
tion that Operation Horseshoe was named after the tac-
tic used by Serb paramilitaries in Bosnia of surrounding
a village in a U-shaped formation, killing and raping
those caught in it while forcing the rest of the populace
to flee. Nor does he mention that Milosevic sent 40,000
troops into Kosova before the U.S. invasion replete
with veterans of the paramilitaries in Bosnia who knew
very well what was expected of them with “Operation
- Horseshoe.”

The one time he mentions genoc1de is by citing
Miranda Vicker’s comment about “genocidal tactics of
"Albanian separatists.” Since he has told us that the
killing of “only” 2,500 Kosovars prior to the U.S. bomb-

. ing. did not constitute genocide, one is left wondering
- how the killing of a few ‘dozen Serbs by Kosovars up to

then constituted genocide—especially when most of
those killed were Serb policemen.

For all his acumen in criticizing the media,
Chomsky’s critical reasoning comes to a dead stop when
it comes to considering the Kosovars. He accepts with-

’

out criticism The New York Times wrlter Chris Hedges’ -

statement that “between 1966 and 1989 an estimated
130,000 Serbs left [Kosoval because of frequent harass-
ment and discrimination by the Kosovar Albanian
majority.” The revocation of Kosova’s autonomous sta-
tus by Milosevic in 1989 comes out sounding like a
benign act of a man trying to protect the Serb minority.
Chomsky either doesn’t know, or doesn’t bother to tell
us, that Milosevic used such exaggerated tales about
the suffering of Serbs to consolidate his hold on power
in 1989 and then launch a genocidal war against
Bosnia. .

Incredibly, Bosnia hardly figures in the book at all. It’s
as if the massacre of hundreds of thousands through a
carefully orchestrated genocide were a historical trifle
without relevance to what Milosevic was doing in Kosova.

ONE-SIDED ANTIIMPERIALISM

The gist of Chomsky’s approach is seen when he
draws an analogy to the U.S. in explaining why Serbia
responded harshly to attacks by the Kosova Liberation
Army (KLA): “We need scarcely tarry on how the U.S.
would respond to attacks by a guerrilla force with for-
eign bases and supplies, seeking, say, independence for
Puerto Rico” (p.31). No one need be told what would be
the response of the U.S. But what would be the response
of those opposed to U.S. imperialism? Obviously, to sup-
port the fighters for Puerto Rican independence. But
when it comes to Kosova, Chomsky uses the analogy to
attack the KLA’s fight for independence, on the
grounds that it provoked the Serbs!

Though an anarchist, Chomsky suffers from such

tunnel-vision antl-lmpenahsm that he becomes a virtu-
al apologist for Milosevic: “Serbia is one of those disor-
derly miscyeants that impedes the institution of the
U.S.-dominated global system” (p.13).

This statement leaves one speechless. He has appar-
ently forgotten that Serbia was a virtual ally of the U.S.
during 1995-98, following the signing of the Dayton
accords—which rewarded Milosevic by d1v1d1ng ,
Bosnia into distinct ethnic cantons. .

Chomskfs failure to support the ﬁghters against
genocide in Bosnia-and Kosova, after writing eloguent-
ly for years.in defense of the v1ct1ms of "ethnic cleans-
ing” in Guatemala, East Timor and elsewhere, shows
that the power of U S. militarism has become so total
that even anti-statist radicals are being drawn into

making apologies for any force, no matter how reac-
tionary, so long as it can be considered a bulwark
against U.S| dominance.

It isn't thiat Chomsky actually supports Serbia. He
knows the regime has committed unspeakable crimes.
But that just doesn’t matter that much to him. He
instead warts to expose the hypocrisy of U.S. foreign

-policy. The  inevitable result of, such a one-sided

approach when a total view is needed is that the
human dimension—those struggling against Serbian
policies in K{osova-drops from sight.

Last spring some of Chomsky’s writings on the war
were circulated by the Tanjug press—Milosevic’s state-
run propaganda bureau. No doubt this book too will be
used by those out to defend Serbia as the “lesser evil.”

‘It’s a sad commentary that Chomsky allows himself to

be used in this way. —Peter Hudis

Revisionist ‘death counts’ in Kosova

Editor’s Note: The following report by Bob Myers of
Workers Aid for Kosova is adapted from a piece which
will appear in the English Marxist-Humanist journal
Hobgoblin.

In August I traveled to Mitrovica, the Kosova miners’
town. I found my old friend, Shashivar Begu, a member
of the miners’ union committee. Two years earlier he
stayed at my house in Manchester as he toured Britain
speaking to trade unionists about the eight-year lock-
out of miners in Kosova. Now he greeted me with the
traditional kiss and a smile but his whole face spoke of
anguish. Another miner quietly told me that
Shashivar’s brother had gone missing when the whole
town was ethni-
cally cleansed in
March. The fam-
ily hoped he
would turn up,
as many people
were doing, but
the day before
his body had
been found in a
nearby mass
grave.

In the last few
weeks this and
other wasted
lives have been
“resurrected”  as
part of an argu-
ment about how
many people died
in Kosova. All
kinds of people
have seized on
reports that the number of Albanians murdered by the
Serbian regime is far less than the 100,000 which was
being put about by NATO leaders during the bombing.

The -International War Crimes Tribunal on ex-
Yugoslavia has so far exhumed 2,100 Albanians after

‘Punitive Damage’—a film of East Timor

The Oct. 28 New York premiere of “Punitive

‘Damage,” a documentary about 1991 events in the East -

Timor independence struggle, was followed by discus-~
sion by the film maker and four of the “stars.” Made by
New Zealander Annie Goldson, the film includes won-
derful footage of young people in Dili planning and car-
rying out a public demonstration in the midst of severe
repression and shocking footage by Max Stahl of the
_.ensuing massa¢re by the Indonesian army. Two hun-
“dred and seventy-one people were killed on Nov. 12,
1991, but instead of killing the movement, the mas-
sacre brought international attention to East Timor for
the first time since its annexation by Indonesia in 1975.

“Punitive Damage” is the story of a 20-year-old New

" Zealander murdered that day, Kamal Bamadhaj. It fea-

tures his mother, Helen Todd, who becomes an insight-
ful analyst. Her persistent investigation revealed that
Kamal was singled out for killing because he was
known to the security forces for helping the indepen-
dence ‘movement.” Through the Center
Constitutional Rights, she sues the generals responsi-
ble for the massacre in a Boston court and is awarded a
- judgment for: $22 million, $16 million in punitive dam-
ages. If she ever collects any of her judgment, she will
give it to the families of the ofher people massacred,

- -who could not do what she did without themselves

being killed.
The “stars” of the film who spoke afterwards were

for

Constancio Pinto, an underground organizer of the
1991 student movement who had to flee East Timor;
Allan Nairn, one of the brave journalists who exposed
the massacre to the outside world after having his skull
fractured attending the event; and two of the lawyers
from the Center for Constitutional Rights, Michael
Ratner and Beth Stephens, who are creating new inter-
national law in suits against political mass murderers.

Nairn explained that the Dili massacre was meant
to finish off the Timorese resistance. As he hid out after
the shooting stopped that day, he learned that “all over
Dili, soldiers were breaking down doors and taking peo-
ple away. Many of the smartest and bravest East
Timorese were killed. But it turned out that the mas-
sacre was the beginning of the end of the military occu-

- pation. The U.S. supplied Indonesia with the very best

weapons and training, yet it lost.” Little by little, inter-
national and U.S. public opinion caused th1s country to
pressure Indonesia to stop.

Constancio Pinto cautioned that “now mdependence
is here, but the East Timorese are not yet free.” He said
all the suffering since 1975 is not easy to forget, and the
whole country must be rebuilt. “We rely on the interna-
tional community. Let us work together to build East
Timor so that we can all enjoy it.”

“Punitive Damage” should be shown widely to make
it clear that the East T1morese struggle is not over.

- —Anne Jaclard

examination of one-third of the 529 mass graves so far
discovered,f ‘Over 11,000 people have been reported
missing by Albanian families but they may not all be
dead. There are reports of hundreds or even thousands -
of Albanians having been taken to prisons in Serbia by
retreatmg troops. Since NATO troops entered Kosova
in June, 379 people have been murdered, about half of
them Serbs and Roma and the other half Albanian.
Roughly 164, 000 non-Albamans have leﬂ; Kosova since
March. ’
No one disputes the 2,100 bodies exhumed by the
war crimes investigators. They argue over how and
why they died. How many more bodies will be found in
the unopened graves? How many bodies will never be
' found because
fire and time
removed all
traces? .
Many from
the “Left” are
now  excitedly
waving around
the = Albanian
death toll as ™
“proof” that they
_were right to
denounce
NATO’s . bomb-
ing. Clinton and
Blair, they say,
{ justified it on
~the ‘basis that
up to 100,000
had been killed.
- Therefore  the
bombing was a-
’ fraud, just an
act of 1mpenahsm inventing “horrors” to h1de its brutal .
intent. )
Of course; NATO uses reports of suffering to justify
its actions, just as it ignores them when it chooses.
Amnesty International reports that 4,000 Albanians /
were murdered, mostly by Serbian police, in Kosova
between 1989 and the end of 1998. NATO certainly was-
n’t shouting out about this. The West now demands that
Milosevic be put on trial. They weren’t saying this last
year. On the contrary, in 1995 the U.S. and British gov-
ernments hailed the Serbian leader as a.great “peace-
maker” and “statesman” as he signed the Dayton agree-
ment. Albanians were being killed then and the bodies
of up to 8,000 were in pits around Srebrenica. It’s the
same in Iraq, East Timor and many other places.
Despotism and mass murder are ignored when it suits
and “vile human rights abuses” discovered also when it
suits, but what about the truth beyond this cynicism?
What is the intent of those from the “Left” who have
triumphantly held up the “low” death toll? To under-
stand the truth? To bring out the criminality of NATQ?
In truth they are revealing the almost inhuman moral-
ity that is today passed off as “internationalism” and
“socialism.” Their only interest in the 2,100 dead is that
it contradicts NATO’s claims. The 2,100 are no longer
people who lived; had families, whose only crime was to
resist Serbid’s efforts to deny them a human existence.
The murders of Albanians do not compete with the
murders of Serbs or Roma, they are not mutually exclu-
sive sets of figures. To admit the one is not to deny the
other. It is pnly if the totality of injustice and inhu-
manity is acknowledged and comprehended that any
sense can be made of the Kosova crisis and; even more
importantly, a way forward for humanity be found in
the n1ghtmare of violence. —Bob Myers

\
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(Y Leonard Peltier’s words from prison

by Kevin Michaels

1going movements such as the Jericho campaign
the international effort to free journalist and death
inmate Mumia Abu-Jamal have contributed greatly
rise in awareness of the existence of political pris-
s in the U.S. Perhaps second only to Mumia’s case
he level of international récognition is that of
.ard Peltier, the Native American activist wrongful-
nvictéd in 1977 of the murders of two FBI agents.

jite a number of highly questionable elements in
er’s arrest and trial, he was sentenced to two con-
tive life terms and over 20 years later remains
rcerated in the harsh conditions of the federal pen-
iary at Leavenworth, Kan.

ltier’s numerous supporters include international
an rights figures as well as college and high school
ents, indigenous peoples throughout the Americas,
the youth of U.S. native reservations—the people
. like Peltier himself, are rooted in the hard life of
“rez.” The Leonard Peltier Defense Committee
wred November Leonard Peltier Freedom Month
organized a series of events in Washington, D.C., to
icize his case and to increase pressure for a review
e U.S. Parole Commission’s repeated denials of
le or a presidential clemency similar to the one
ntly granted to 11 Puerto Rican independence
ists. '

powerful tool for understanding Peltier’s case and
ife of struggle for the dignity of native peoples has

ntly been placed in the hands of all those moved by

experience. Prison Writings: My Life is My
1ance, published by St. Martin’s Press, is Peltier’s
account of his development and the terrible events
h ended in his long and unjust incarceration.

ltier was born in North Dakota in 1944 and spent
early years on the Turtle Mountain Chippewa
rvation near the Canadian border. Like many of
generation which founded the organizational
ession of U.S. native struggles known as the
rican Indian Movement (AIM), Peltier grew to
v both the city and the reservation. He was living in
tle, Wash., in 1969 when native activists occupied
traz Island in protest against government policy
irds native peoples. Peltier took part in a similar
pation the next year of an abandoned military base
' Seattle:

sltier officially joined AIM in 1972 and devoted his
0 native struggles. He participated in the “Trail of
cen Treaties” which ended in the occupation of the
:au of Indian Affairs office in Washington, D.C. This

effort marked him as a dangerous figure in the eyes of
the FBI and police surveillance became a routine part of
his life. Peltier was arrested on a spurious charge of an
attempted murder not long after. He was in jail during
the AIM standoff with the. FBI on the Pine Ridge

‘ Reservation in South Dakota in early 1973.

This event, a watershed mark in the native struggle
in the U.S,, grew out of the invitation of AIM members
to Pine Ridge by residents weary of the corruption and
brutality which characterized the official reservation
government, as well as their readiness to sell off reser-
vation land. AIM members and the residents opposed to
the corrupt leadership took over the reservation and
held off the FBI and National Guard for 71 days.

The immediate resolution of the Pine Ridge siege did
not bring to an end the conditions which precipitated it
however, and AIM members were invited back by resi-
dents in 1975. Leonard Peltier was one of those who
responded. Harassment from the FBI and paramilitary
forces of the corrupt reservation government provoked a
gun battle on June 26 which resulted in the deaths of
two federal agents and one AIM member. Peltier sought
refuge from a fierce manhunt in Canada as the U.S.
government tried to construct a case against him.

A coerced statement from a Pine Ridge resident gave
the government pretext to have Peltier extradited from
Canada and he soon found himself in a hostile court-
room facing murder charges. He was convicted on
April 18, 1977,

As much as Peltier details his life prior to his convic-
tion, he spends an equal amount on his life behind bars.
He has experienced first hand the “Marionization” of
the federal penal system—the increasing prevalence of
lockdowns “and sensory deprivation as everyday fea-
tures of prison life as well as the substandard level of
medical care available to prisoners—he suffers from a
painful jaw ailment which makes eating difficult.
Despite these things, however, Peltier continues to
struggle inside the prison walls for the dignity of incar-
cerated Native Americans.

Peltier closes his book with a statement which
reveals the universality inherent in the struggle for
which he has lived his life: “I believe our work will be
unfinished until not one human being is hungry or bat-
tered, not a single person is forced to die in war, not one
innocent languishes imprisoned, and no one is persecut-

“ed for his or her beliefs.”

Prison Writings is a great contribution to that strug-
gle and will hopefully serve to bring new layers of peo-
ple into the fight to free Leonard Peltier.

Showdown with Decatur school hoard

ews & Letters talked with Lorell Patterson about
ecent struggle in Decatur, Ill. to reverse a school
d decision to expel six Black students for two years
wing a fight at a September football game.

ecatur, Ill. —People from Decatur and surround-
wreas like Champaign and Rockford are showing up
he students and their parents. At the rally last
lay (Nov. 14) there were 10,000 people. The Sunday
e that there were 6,000. There have been meetings
y night at the Church of the Living God this week
So many people have been involved in the ralhes
the media have no choice but to report
these things are happening. Usually
try to make things like this invisible;
did that during the labor struggles here
v years ago.
; the rallies, there were retirees from
rpillar and other union locals like the
»erworkers, but the leadership has not
> out to say “The UAW is behind you.”
ever, the UAW retirees did show up with
* banner. They came out because Jesse
son was a Black man marching for the
rpillar work force on strike in 1994.
rees remembered that.
1e media has tried to make this into a
issue ‘which can divide people. Race
ys has. The rallies were trying to bring to
. the school board policy. In fact, you saw
e parents of kids who were expelled at the rallies
e the media kept playing that tape of the fight over
over. One of the white parents filed a lawsuit on her
against the school board for expelling a student.

yparently one of the parents of one of the kids who'
dcked out first went to the school board and tried to

t settled that way. The kid was actually running
7 from the fight. The parents couldn’t get anywhere.

2 ‘Jackson ended up coming to Decatur when the

nts went to the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition which had
formed recently in Decatur because the other orga-
lions like the local NAACP weren't doing anything.
1e media picked up the argument immediately that
Jackson came from the outside, but he was invited
ecatur because the school board would not let any-
z be resolved. In the past, if you were not a person
could stand up to the teachers and principal, they
1 simply harass you until you quit or got frustrated,
nto a fight and were expelled. The teachers simply
ss the kids until they don’t want to be in school. The
ents know that the teachers are going to ride them
| they quit. The result is that the people who run the
ols have them set up just the way they want.

ke a look at what’s going on in Decatur. What the
le who run the city are saying is that “There are

only a few jobs, and we are setting up things so you don’t
get these jobs.”
class status. They are saying, “The future economy is
going to create only so many jobs. Not only are your kids
not going to compete with our kids, but we are going to

tilt the playing field.”
The kids of lawyers and doctors who get into fights

don’t get kicked out of school. At the rally on Saturday
(Nov. 13), there was a bomb threat made by a kid who
got a five-day suspension. Another kid brought a
weapon to school; they didn’t expel him but gave him a
ten-day suspension. The difference between those inci-

Thousands in Decatur, lil. support expelled students on Nov. 14,

dents and the stadium fight was these were the children
of parents who are professionals or who live in the right
part of town. The issue is unjust discipline, not just
Black and white..

When this started, I wanted people to know that the
debate that was going on, whether kids were Black or
white who were getting taken out of the schools, wasn’t
the right debate. Instead they should be fighting the
school board for not following its own discipline policy
which calls for 12 steps from warning to expulsion. The
board can’t have “no tolerance” for some kids and not
others. The good thing about this blowup is that now the
parents also know it’s the law to offer alternative school-
ing and since the school board dug in its heels, it looks
like it’s in the wrong.

Leaders like Father Mangan got arrested with us dur-
ing our labor struggles here and expressed the position
that it was wrong to scab. Some of the other so-called min-
isters preferred to stay in the middle because some from
their congregations were scabs. These are some of the
ministers in photo opportunities with Jackson today. Once
Jesse Jackson has faded into the background of the strug-
gle in Decatur, then what? Are people ready to take on the
power structure in this town on their own?

—Lorell Patterson, Staley lockout veteran

They segregate students into second .

Sexism in campus paper

Memphis, Tenn.—1 rarely find anything of
interest in the Daily Helmsman, the campus newspa-
per at the University of Memphis, but I was in the
mood for some easy reading recently. I was shocked by
what I read.

The Daily Helmsman had an- article by Marcus
Matthews detailing why men are the greater sex. His
reasons are: men were made first, men are not in need
of an “out of order” sign once a month men can’t get
pregnant therefore women were given birth pains by a
higher being because of their inferiority, men can pee
‘standing or sitting, the world of fashion is on men’s
side, women depreciate with age, men are more
thoughtful, men don’t have double standards in dating,

\and “lastly and most importantly, IT (sex) is-over when
we're done unless we really like you.”

The worst part is for Matthews to say that men have
the power to use women for sex. It shows the universi-
ty is tolerant of sexism. Does this mean that the uni-
versity is also tolerant of racism, anti-Semitism, homo-
phobia, and hate crimes? How can an institution
whose president states that the university puts an
“emphasis on quality education and character develop-
ment” allow such ignorance to be promoted by the uni-
versity newspaper?

I contacted Matthews and the Daily Helmsman.
They printed my letter to the editor but replied that -
what I expected out of them was censorship—that
requiring non-sexist articles in the paper is the same as
censoring articles on the Civil Rights Movement or the
horrors of the Vietnam War. The editor said they were
exercising free speech. Profanity is protected under free
speech but the Daily Helmsman doesn’t print it. ;

Matthews’ following article, one week later, “apolo-
gized” to all who were offended. Apparently, he
received several complaints. Yet, he went on to say
that some people are just too stupid and insecure to
get a “joke.”

I'm not going to stand for this sexism. The Daily
Helmsman is bankrolled by the state of Tennessee and
student tuition. I'm not paying to be offended. We're
planning a demonstration and maybe a boycott.

—~Lee

Mumia teach-ins

Chicago—The Chicago Committee to Free Mumia
Abu-Jamal recently organized a series of teach-ins - on
the case of the award-winning journalist and
Pennsylvania death row inmate. Events took place at
universities, city colleges and - high schools including
the School of the Art Institute, Truman College and
Prologue Alternative High School. Most of the teach-ins
took place on Nov. 22.

Supporters of Mumia and family members of victims
of police brutality volunteered their time to deliver talks
and host screenings of the film “Mumia Abu-Jamal: A
Case for Reasonable Doubt.” Among those participating
was George Morris, whose son Kevin was killed by
Chicago police.

The success of the Chicago teach-ins set a good exam-
ple for the kind of activity needed nationwide to support
Mumia at this critical time in his case, especially since
the corporate media are virtually ignoring it.

—Committee member
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The Clinton administration sent two high-level oﬁi—
cials—General Barry McCaffrey, Clinton’s drug policy
director, and Thomas Pickering, the undersecretary of
state—to Colombia in late August, where they proposed to
President Andres Patrana upwards of $1.3 billion in aid
over a period of three years. These funds are earmarked
almost exclusively for the military and its war against
guerrilla armies—the Reveolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) and the National Liberation Army
(ELN)—which now control some 40% of the country
McCaffrey c'ha.racbenzed the situation as a “growing
emergency in the region.”

The U.S. already funds the training and equipping of a

1,000-man -anti-narcotics army battallion; it already
shares intelligence with the Colombian army; it already
has some 300 U.S. military “advisors” in the country at
any given time, In 1999, the Clinton administration has
funneled $300 million worth of helicopters, ammunition
and military training into Colombia, which is now the
third largest recipient of U.S. military aid, behind Israel
and Egypt.

In mid-November, one of the U.S.-trained marine units
was attacked for the first time during military clashes in

a coordinated offensive mounted by FARC. It was report-

Mumia support abroad

While the mainstream press in the U.S., including

The New York Times, has done a thorough “whiteout” on
the Mumia case and the movement around it, the story
has received far greater attention abroad. One recent
* example was an article that appeared on the front page
of France’s leading newspaper, Le Monde, on Oct. 23.
Entitled “The Case of Mumia, or the French Left ver-
sus ‘American Barbarism,” reporter Ariane Chemin
wrote that “since Pennsylvania Governor Thomas Ridge
signed a death warrant that fixed Dec. 2 as the date of
Mumia Abu-Jamal’s execution, the movement in France
to try to save this Black American has intensified.”
The campaign in France is being organized by anti-
racist groups, by leftist parties including Communists,
Trotskyists, and Socialists, and by major labor unions.
Among the prominent individuals who have spoken out
for Mumia are Julia Wright, daughter of Richard
-Wright, and Danielle Mitterrand of the Socialist Party.
In her article, Chemin concluded that Mumia’s case
" 'has confirmed the view of many that the American jus-
tice system, especially in its treatment of Blacks, is lit-
tle more than “barbarism with an American face.”

“Ongoing bombing of Iraq
"The Clinton administration announced in October that
it will begin a military training program for a tiny group of
anti-Saddam Hussein exiles. This is the type of Pentagon-
CIA operation that in the past has been kept clandestine.
“In addition, this group will receive some $2 million in “non-
lethal” excess Pentagon equipment such as computers, as
the first phase of an authorized $97 million in funds to
U.S.-selected opponents of the Iraq regime.

The U.S., along with Britain, is handling the lethal side
of the campaign against Iraq, with near-daily bomb and
missile attacks since the air war commenced last

 December. An August report counted over 1,100 missiles
fired against 359 targets. Yet there has been little discus-
sion of, or opposition to, the bombing, especially by the Left
in either country.

The current U.S. hand-picked anti-Saddam subversives
pose no credible threat, any more than the Clinton admin-
istration’s ‘concern for civilian casualties is believable.
They have no roots in the Iraqgi masses, who well remem-
ber how in 1991 the U.S. stood aside and allowed Saddam’s
military to crush the Kurdish and Shia opposition that
rose up against him.

ed to be the heaviest fighting since FARC’s mid-July offen-
sive, which took them nearly to the outskirts of Bogota.
The latest fighting seems to have been the final blow to
the tentative government-guerrilla peace talks that
reopened Oct. 24.

On that date, one of the most massive anti-war protests
ever in Latin America was held across the country. At
least two million people marched in Bogota, another one
million in Medellin—altogether some five million in hun-
dreds of cities and towns—under the slogan “No mas” (No
more), demanding an immediate ceasefire, accelerated
peace negotiations, and an end to violence against civil-
ians perpetrated by the army, right-wing paramilitaries
and left-wing guerrillas.

‘The Oct. 24 demonstrations were not tied to the gov-
ernment or political parties. Civilians have borne the
worst of the fighting and the 35,000 deaths in the past

School of Assassins protest

More than 12,000 activists from around the country
demonstrated at the U.S. Army School of the Americas
in Fort Benning, Ga., on the weekend of-Nov. 20-21,
protesting the school's long, bloody association with
human rights atrocities and massacres throughout
Latin America. Many carried wooden crosses bearing
the names of SOA victims.

Protests in France

This fall France saw several large demonstrations by
high school students, two big labor demonstrations, plus
the passage of laws establishing the 35-hour work week
and limited rights for lesbian and gay couples.

On Sept. 30, 150,000 high school students demon-
strated across the country for smaller classes, the hiring

-of more teachers, and the equalization of educational

resources from one school to another. After the govern-
ment agreed to hire more teachers the demonstrations
continued, albeit somewhat smaller in size.

As Parliament debated the 35-hour law, some 50,000
workers demonstrated across France on Oct. 4 to
counter pro-employer demonstrations and to demand
the law’s strengthening. One concern is that capital will
use the “flexibility” clauses in the new law to schedule
work at odd or unpredictable hours.

Two weeks later, on Oct. 16, another 50,000 people
marched in Paris in a demonstration called by left- wing
political parties around the theme “Against
Unemployment, For Real Jobs.” Dominated by the
Communists Party, this demonstration avoided direct
criticism of the Socialist-led government in which the
Communists participate. However, smaller far left
groups in attendance managed to raise slogans criticiz-
ing loopholes in the 35-hour law.

Also in October, Parliament finally adopted the so-
called Pact of Civil Solidarity (PACS), a law that had
been blocked in last year’s session. PACS gives limited
social and civil rights to lesbian and gay couples, such
as drawing on a partner’s social security benefits.
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U.S. hikes military presence in Colombia

three decades. Nearly one million people are now dis-
placed internally within Colombia, forced to flee either
from military battles or from actual coercion, particularly
by paramilitary death squads who have increasingly
taken over, with the cooperatlon of loeal m.lhtary officers,
the army’s “dirty war.”

The Colombian masses are also experiencing the worst |
economic: recession in half a century. Urban unemploy-
ment is now measured at 20%; the jobless grew by 400,000
in the last 12-month period and were mostly women and
youth. Inflation has been brought “down” to 10%. Over
half the populace lives in outright poverty. Trade unions
have mounted over a dozen strikes so far this year, includ- _
ing a general strike of workers, peasants and community
organizations held the beginning of September. But
Pastranaisays he will not alter his economic austerity pro-
gram in order to obtain a $3 billion IMF bail out.

Opposition has come from many sectors. Yanacona

~ Indians are demanding the government allow them to

manually destroy heroin poppy plants, instead of continu-
ing to spray defoliants which contaminate people, crops
and the environment. About $30 million in current U.S.
aid goes to narcotic crop eradication, primarily through
herbicide spraying, but that will go up to $114 million in
the funding now being discussed in the U.S. Congress. |

Uwa Indians have occupied land outside their state-
designated “reservation,” on which the government has
granted exploitation rights to the U.S. Occidental
Petroleum Corp. The Uwa have fought to block the oil -
company through legal channels and, at one point, threat-
ened to commit mass suicide in protest. They are demand-
ing that Pastrana rescind the drilling contract and that
Occidental leave.

As the'U.S. Congress considers the proposed $1.5 bil-
lion mostly-military-aid package, Democrat Clinton is get-:
ting support from Republicans who consider the countries
bordering Colombia “front-line states.” One Republican
senator warned that the conflict in Colombia is in danger
of spilling over into southern Panama, “a mere 500 miles
from the U.S. border.” These echoes of the “rationale” for
U.S. intervention in Central America in the 1980s; espe-
cially in El Salvador, are ominous.

Unnatural disasters

The human suffering caused by Cyclone O5B that
slammed into coastal Orissa state in India, Oct. 29, is
almost beyond measure. Thus far, over 25,000 people have
died. Thousands of acres of fields have been contaminated
by sea water and rotting corpses. The survivors who have
lost their means of living now face disease and starvation.

Officiall storm warnings were not broadcast to many
areas in Orissa until one day before the cyclone hit. Most
people did not know about the storm or its severity, with
winds up to 180 mph, until rains began to increase in
intensity. There was no early warning system of sophisti-
cated satellites, mass media networks, or evacuation plan-
ning as in the U.S. The same hurricanes which strike the
U.S. cause exponentially more death and destruction
when they hit Cuba, Hispaniola, and Mexico. Parts of
Central America are still devastated from last year’s
Hurricane Mitch.

In its 1999 World Disasters Report, the International
Red Cross stated that 1998’s natural disasters were the
worst on vecord. More people—25 million—were forced off
their lands by floods, drought, deforestation and degraded
soil than were displaced by wars. The “environmental
refugees” are often driven to the poverty belts surround-
ing large, fast-growing urban areas which have been con-
structed i earthquake zones. An estimated- one billion
people now live in these precarious communities. The Red
Cross does not mention that these “refugees” are often at
the core of grassroots organizations and urban revolts, nor
does it highlight the expanding rural environmental
movements in the Third World.

News and Letters Committees is an
organization of Marxist-Humanists
that since its birth has stood for the
abolition of capitalism, bhoth in its pri-
vate property form as in the U.S., and
its state property form, as it has his-
torically appeared in state-capitalist
regimes calling themselves Communist
as in Russia and China. We stand for
the development of new human rela-
tions, what Marx first called a new
Humanism,

News & Letters was founded in
1955, the year:of the Detroit wildcat
strikes against Automation and the
Montgomery Bus Boycott against seg-
| regation—activities which signaled a
new movement from practice that was
itself a form of theory. News & Let-
ters was created so that the voices of
revolt from below could be heard
unseparated from the articulation of a
philosophy of liberation.

. Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987),
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-

Humanism, became Chairwoman of the

National Editorial Board and National
Chairwoman of the Committees from
its founding to 1987. Charles Denby
(1907-83), a Black production worker,
author of Indignant Heart: A Black
Worker’s Journal, became editor of
the paper from 1955 to 1983.
Dunayevskaya’s works, Marxism and
Freedom, from 1776 until Today
(1958), Philosophy and Revolution:
From Hegel to Sartre and from
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Lux-
emburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution
(1982) spell out the philosophic ground
of Marx’s Humanism internationally, as
American Civilization on Trial con-
cretizes it on the American scene and
shows the two-way road between the
U.S. and Africa.

This body of ideas challenges all
those desiring freedom to transcend the

limitations of post-Marx Marxism,

beginning with Engels. In light of the
crises of our nuclearly armed world, it
becomes imperative not only to reject

what is, but to reveal and further

develop the revolutionary Humanist
future inherent in the present. The"
new visions of the future which.

Dunayevskaya left us in her work from

the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in her

discovery of Marx’s Marxism in its orig-

inal form as a new Humanism and in :

her re-creation of that philosophy for
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is

recorded in the documents on microfilm
and open to all under the title The :

Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century
of Its World Development.

Dunayevskaya’s philosophic compre-

hension of her creation and develop-

ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially | |

as expressed in her 1980s writings,
presents the vantage point for re-creat-

ing her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp .
that vantage point for ourselves and -

make it available to all who struggle
for freedom, we have published

Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo- -
sophic breakthrough and her final 1987

Presentation on the Dialectics of Orga-
nization and Philosophy in The Philo-

~ sophic Moment of Marxist-Human-

ism (1989), and donated new supple-
mentary volumes to the Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection. News and
Letters Committees aims at developing
and concretizing this body of ideas for
our time.

In opposing this capitalistic, racist,
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden soci-
ety, we have organized ourselves into a
committee form of organization rather
than any elitist party “to lead.” We par-
ticipate in all class and freedom strug-
gles, nationally and internationally. As
our Constitution states: “It is our
aim... to promote the firmest unity
among workers, Blacks and other
minorities, women, youth and those
intellectuals who have broken with the
ruling bureaucracy of both capital and

i labor.” We do not separate mass activi-

ties from the activity of thinking. Send

' for a copy of the Constitution of News

and Letters Committees.




