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Unhealthy to
rely on GM
promises

~ by Felix Martin, Labor Editor

My General Motors assembly plant closed in South
Gate, Cal. in 1982. Some of the blue-collar workers
retired while others transferred to plants all over the
country. GM had to hire them instead of hiring off the
street because pension and benefits for blue-collar work-
ers were covered in our union contract. But manage-
ment and white-collar workers were not covered
because they belonged to the corporation heart and soul.
They had only a promise of benefits, good old Generous
Motors gave them a promise and they took it hook, line,
and sinker.

GM had brainwashed them into believing they were

part of the family. So GM was able to shaft them deeper
by taking away their benefits, and the non-union
retirees had to sue to try to get health care benefits
back. Last month the Federal Appeals Court upheld the
company’s right to cut benefits. Legal experts say if the
ruling stands, it will open the floodgates to broad-scale
corporate cutbacks in retiree health benefits.

What is the reason GM is going back on its word to
the white-collar workers? The reason is ever-expanding
capital, dead labor over living labor, which has intensi-
fied ever since automation was introduced. It began.in

the mines right after World War 1. In 1949-50 the coal

miners went out on strike against automation. Later the
miners broke with John L. Lewis, the president of the
United Mine Workers of America, when he told the min-
ers to go back to work because “you can not strike
against progress.” The workers asked “what kind of
labor must workers do?” What kind of progress is it
when automation puts the machines in the hands of the

(Continued on page 3)

— Black World g '

awakening

Editor’s note: This month I am turning “Black World”
over to the following review by Jennifer Pen.— Lou Turner

Peter Hinks, To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren:
David Walker and. the Problem of Antebellum
Slave Resistance. Pennsylvania State Press, 1997.

When it was published in 1829, David Walker’s Appeal

to the Coloured Citizens of the World, but in partic-
ular, and very expressly to those of the United

" ‘States of America, sent revolutionary waves crashing

into the edifice of slavery. The Appeal called on Blacks to
destroy the ideologies of slavery and white supremacy.
‘Walker — an obscure free Black ~ challenged everything
from slavocracy to the pseudo-scientific racism of Thomas

“Jefferson, who had impugned the full huma.nity of Blacks,

comparing them to animals.

‘RADICAL THOUGHT AND ORGANIZATION

In this new book, Peter Hinks traces the material,

" political, and philosophic underpinnings of the worlds in

which Walker moved. He demonstrates that Walker’s

" Appeal was both a highly eriginal work, and the direct

result of radical thought and act1v1ty among southern
Blacks.

Walker’s life probably started in the Wilmington, N.C.
area in 1796-97. Though he was born free, he lived amidst
a slave culture in which he regularly witnessed Black
slave laborers who were more competent and skilled than
their so-called “masters.” As a young man, Walker moved
to Charleston, S.C. where, Hinks speculates, he was prob-

ably sympathetically involved with Denmark Vesey’s

failed anti-slavery revolt in 1822. .
" By 1824, after some travel around the South, Walker
was living in Boston, where he became a used-clothing
merchant. His activities there focused on-efforts to form
networks and organizations among Blacks. Primary
among these were the Massachussetts General Colored
Association, and the first national Black newspaper,
Freedom’s: Journal, for which-Walker acted as the
Boston agent.

The creation of new organizations was “a reflection of
the degree to which southern African-American culture

(Continued on page 8)

LEAD EDITORIAL

Stop ongoing U.S. war
on the Iraqi people

by Gerard Emmett
and Peter Wermuth

The decision of the Clinton administra-
tion to hold off its planned military attack |
on Iraq, following a.last minute agreement |
between Iraq and UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan on Feb. 23, is no reason to relax |
our vigilance in opposing the irrational and §
deadly U.S.-led sanctions against the Iraqi f
people. Though Annan’s diplomatic coup
has, for now, created a hiatus in the out-
break of military hostilities, the key is to use |
this hiatus to generate renewed opposition §
to the entirety of U.S. policy in the Persian
Gulf.

The latest threat of mlhtary action was at
least temporarily forestalled when Annan
obtained a promise from Saddam Hussein
to provide UN agencies with “unconditional }
and unrestricted access” to inspect all sites
suspected of making weapons of mass
destruction. The agreement applies to the
eight presidential palaces to which Hussein
had earlier refused to allow UN mspectors
access.

But this does not mean the crisis is
resolved. First, the build-up of U.S. forces in the region
continues, with over 20 warships, two aircraft carriers,

400 warplanes and 35,000 troops now stationed there

for the foreseeable future. Second, Clinton has made it
clear that he will make “rapid and full use” of these
forces if he claims any aspect of the agreement is vio-
lated. And third, since the agreement allows Clinton to
pretend that he went the “extra mile” in agreeing to a
negotiated settlement, it may make it easier for him to
get away with launchmg a massive strike agalnst Iraq
in the not-so-distant future.

The biggest reason Annan’s diplomacy does nothmg
to fundamentally change the situation, however is that

Protesters at Ohio State University’s “town hall meeting” greet Clinton
administration officials who had come to the media event to sell
Clinton’s war against the |raq| people.

it fails to lift the sanctions which the U.S. has 1mposed
upon the Iraqi people. Though the agreement states
that “the lifting of sanctions is obviously of paramount
importance to the people of Iraq,” it makes no mention

“of any timetable or mechanism for doing so.

GENOCIDE BY SANCTION

The sanctions are the critical issue, for they mean
that the Gulf War of 1991 never really ended —at least
insofar as the Iraqi people are concerned. The eight
years of sanctions have reduced a nation which was one -

of the most technologically developed in the Middle

(Continued on page 10)

After bombing, Jackson Advocate ‘still here’

by Michael Flug

Jackson, Miss.—The Jackson Advocate newspa-
per, the largest and oldest Black-owned weekly in
Mississippi—and the state’s only pro-labor newspaper,
Black or white—was firebombed by arsonists in the early

‘morning hours of Jan. 26. The attackers broke open the

front door of the Advocate offices, poured gasoline on fur-

niture and papers, and then threw in two fire-bombs. The -

fire swept the first floor newsroom, destroying investiga-
tive files, computer equipment, furniture, and a collection
of rare Black history books and documents gathered by
Advocate pubhsher Charles Tisdale: The fire did more

than $100,000 in damage to the offices, located in the

landmark Hill-Holly building on Farish street in the heart
of historic Black Jackson.

In the weeks since the fire, it has become clear that
something else was also ignited. A broad-based movement
of civil rights and union activists, church leaders and
neighborhood residents has burst into action, raising

funds to keep the newspaper going, and holding rallies to -

demand that the authorities arrest the arsonists and
uncover those who hired them. )
There may be a long wait for arrests. Doris Saunders,
retired professor of Mass Communications at Jackson
State University, believes that “it probably won’t be
solved. That’s traditional in Jackson. The only difference
between this and past years is that there is a new Black
mayor, Harvey Johnson, and a new Black police chief. But
I don’t expect them to find the perpetrators.” Mississippi’s
lone Black Congressman, Bennie Thompson, succeeded in
getting the FBI and the ATF to agree to investigate. But

three weeks later, neither agency had even interviewed-

Charles Tisdale.

The Jackson Advocate has been vandalized or
bombed more than 20 times since Mr. Tisdale bought the
paper in 1978. In 1981 and 1982 Ku Klux Klan members
shot up the office with automatic weapons and tried to
burn it down. Then, as now, the attackers failed to halt
the publication of a single issue. “We have reopened in

temporary offices across the street, and we came out only :

11 hours later than usual,” said associate publisher Alice
Tisdale. “We know how to keep going. But we can’t pin-

pomt who is responsible for the attacks. Every week there
is something in the paper that will make people angry. We
see ourselves as agitators, trying to get the dirt out.”
Such a mission surely creates powerful enemies. The
“dirt” being dug up is not only about the openly Jim Crow
Mississippi of the 1960s and earlier; it is dirt unearthed

- about what is happening in Mississippi today. In a state

which reminds travelers entering on its interstate high-
ways that “only positive Mississippian [is] spoken here,”
the Jackson Advocate single-handedly investigated and

~ publicized 46 Mississippi jail house hangings in the early

1990s. Nearly every issue of the paper includes an expose
of M1s51ss1pp1s still-pervasive racism and official corrup-
tion.

Many of these battles have centered on struggles of

‘ Black workers. The Advocate took on both Warren Hood,

one of Jackson’s leading power brokers, and former IUE
International President William Bywater, in an eight-
year campaign supporting Hood Furniture workers, right.
to-a union of their own choice. And the paper has consis-
tently backed Jackson’s municipal workers’ unions in
their still-ongoing struggle for recognition.

For the past several years, first during the administra-
tion of Jackson Mayor Kane Ditto, and continuing since

- the 1997 election of Jackson’s first Black mayor, Harvey

Johnson, the Advocate has fought relentlessly against
Capital Center Inc. (CCI). CCI, which Mr. Tisdale calls “a
group of wealthy, powerful, and essentially white business
owners supported by government officials” is seeking to
privatize certain governmental services, and to impose
their lucrative scheme for urban renewal on the historic

(Continued on page 8)
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Dunayevskaya, Kristeva and philosophy

by Maya Jhansi

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the publi-
cation of Raya Dunayevskaya’s second major work,
Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to
Sartre and from Marx to Mao. Today, the virulent
attacks that women face and resist, and the corre-
sponding disarray in feminist thought makes a re-
examination of this' work imperative for those of us

-~ seeking to revive the revolutionary momentum of

women’s liberation as an idea and a movement.

Because the Women’s
Liberation Movement of the
1960s and “70s refused to
wait until the day after the
revolution for liberation, to Dunayevskaya it raised
the philosophic question of “what happens after the

revolution?” This implicit reaching for philosophy by .

the movement, however, had to be met by a movement

from philosophy itself to reconstitute the very Idea of -

socialism by grappling with the Hegelian dialectic,
both as it was appropriated by Marx and “in and for
itself”

To me the fact that women’s struggles for new
human relations reach for philosophy brings the cen-
tral category of Philosophy and Revolution (P&R),
“Absolute Negativity as New Beginning,” alive. As she
put it: “Because the transformation of reality is central
to the Hegelian dialectic, Hegel’s philosophy comes to
life, over and over again, in all periods of crisis and
transition...” (p. xxiii).

A thorough exploration of “Absolute Negativity,” or
what Hegel calls the negation of the negation, is
impossible here. Briefly, however, to Hegel negativity

is not only the negation of external obstacles. Rather, -

one’s own act of negation must itself undergo negation.
Self-relation, self-reflection, self-movement are inte-
gral to the negation . of the negation. Marxist-
Humanists hold second negation .to be not only the
destruction of the old, but the creation of a truly new
society.

To dig out the uniqueness of Dunayevskaya’s read-
ing of the dialectics of negativity in Hegel, a contrast
with feminist philosopher, Julia Kristeva’s under-
standing of the same in her Revolution in Poetic
Language is helpful. (It was published in 1973, the

.same year as P&R.)

KRISTEVA UNDERSCORES -the materialist
underpinnings of Hegel’s dialectic of negativity.
Quoting Lenin’s 1914 study of Hegel’s Science of
Logic, she emphasizes Lenin’s notion of “inherent neg-
ativity” as an objective principle of life, rather than as

Salvation Army ‘recovery’

San- Francisco—As a woman in recovery I was
thnlled to get a job helping other women recovering from
addiction. I was aware when I accepted a job from

- Salvation Army Recovery Home for Women that they

were a fundamentalist organization. I knew that I would

have to follow their rules, taking women to chapel, and so

on. I knew I would have to be a model according to their
guidelines.

© What I didnt know was that when they said that recov-
ery was the purpose of the program, that it was not true.
The real purpose was “work therapy.” The women got
room and board, but they had to put in eight hours of
labor without any pay. They would sort clothes, hang
them, answer phones, work in the store. They were

expected to participate three nights a week in group ses-"

sions sponsored by Salvation Army and on other nights
AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) meetings.
As a manager of the household I would take the women

to AA meetings. I took it upon myself to be mentor and -

counselor for women in early recovery who had trouble

with feelings they had. It was not in my job description,

but I know it is good to be listened to and to be heard.
I'was told that I was not professional. I was too recov-

. _ery-minded, and that was not what they were about. I was
" 'no longer to take women to meetings because that was

being too friendly. They didn’t like my hair being too

" short, they didn't like my wearing Levi’s, and they ques-

tioned my sexuality.

- Tt felt-worse when I saw the Captain’s wife take items
‘donated to the women of the house and take them to the

store for sale. When she told me to take the tampons that
a nice elderly couple donated to the women of the house
to the canteen to sell to the women, I defied her. Those

_ items were donated to the women already I should not be

selling them to them!

We were.collecting and sending money every three
months to the central AA office. We had about $60 when
the administrator’s wife took the AA money. I don't know
where it went. .

We have a Spring festival every year. The women’s aux-
iliary gives donations to sell at this festival. Some of them
are collectibles. The administrator’s wife told one of the
women to wrap up collectible glasses and put them in her
car quietly without being seen. The woman felt like she
was a party to pilfering. Administration is worried that
the women will steal from the house, yet not only do they
themselves steal, they use the women to steal for them!

Recently 1 was fired. Losing this job is a big emotional

. and financial blow to me. Yet I feel freer now, no longer
-having to compromlse my values, mtegnty Or recovery.

—D. Ryan

a sub_]ectlve craving to shake down what is fixed and
true” (p. 110). Furthermore, to Kristeva, a subject “sub-
merged in negativity” is not external to this objective
negativity, but rather, quoting Hegel, the “innermost
and most objective moment of Life and Spirit” (p. 11).
Here, Kristeva seems to recognize, like
Dunayevskaya and Marx, the ways that the dialectic
inheres in reality and in the subject. However, while
she recognizes negativity in general as objective, she

_ still does not recognize the subjectivity of the second

negative as obJectlve What this means is that there is

no room left for philosophic
self-reflection. Without- the
WOman aS ReaSOn moment of the second nega-
tive, negativity becomes

determinateness or quality without self-movement, or,
as Hegel puts it, a dialectic without “the principle of
personality” (quoted in P&R, p. 24).

Kristeva’s sk1pp1ng over second negativity is reca-
pitulated later in the book when she argues that “the
notion of ‘practice’ in Marxism implies a subjectivity.
which does not go beyond that of the Practical Idea
(particularization, finitude, no self-reflection: in other
waords, it lacks the ‘theoretical element’)” (p. 200). This
is merely a common post-Marx Marxist vulgarism of
Marx’s concepts.

TO DUNAYEVSKAYA, Marx’s relationship to
Hegel is not circumscribed by the Practical Idea, but
is developed in Marx’s appropriation of the dialectic of

“second negativity. Hegel specifies second negativity as -

transcendence when he writes, “For the transcen-
dence of the opposition between the Notion and
Reality, and the unity which is the truth, rest on this
subjectivity alone. — The second negative, the negative
of the negative, which we have reached, is this tran-
scendence of the contradiction but is no more the
activity of an external reflection than the contradic-
tion is.” Although Kristeva quotes this, she ignores
the second negative so clearly identified by Hegel as
the turning point.

Marx, in his 1844 “Critique of the Hegelian
Dialectic,” did not single out the objectivity of negativ-
ity in general, but rather the second negative, “the
positive moments of the Hegelian Dialectic’—‘tran-

' scendence as objective movement” (quoted in P&R,

p. 54). As Dunayevskaya put it: “The overcoming of
this ‘transcendence,’ called absolute negativity by
Hegel, is what Marx considered the only way to create
a truly human world, ‘poesitive Humanism, beginning

from itself” (p. 54).

Dunayevskaya argues that revolutionaries need to
take responsibility for this idea of second negativity.
Feminists have too long skirted this responsibility by
evading philosophy as a male domain. But the reach-
ing for philosophy implicit in women’s liberation
makes a confrontation with the concept of second neg-
ativity in Hegel imperative if we are ever to make the
dialectics of revolution inseparable from women’s lib-
eration. To further explore Philosophy and
Revolution, News and Letters Committees is holding
a class series to which all are invited. See page 4 for
details.

| Imernatmnal Women's Ilav

by Mary Jo Grey
International Women’s Day marches are planned in
Ireland—in both Derry and Belfast—for the first time in
years, as the Alliance for Choice demands the extension
of the 1967 Abortion Act to Northern Ireland, where abor-

tion remains illegal. British Prime Minister Tony Blair -

said thete are no plans to give women in the North the
same right to abortion as women in the rest of Britain.
According to Marjorie (Mo) Mowlam, the Labour Party’s
voice in Northern Ireland, “all the Members of
Parliament are against it” and “the peace process comes
first.” At least 1,600 women from the North travel to

> Britain every year to get a legal abortion (a conservative -
_ estimate of 60,000 since 1967). The operation and travel

expenses can be as high as £650 (over $1,000). Surveys
show 79% support availabilty of abortion.
«Information from Women s News, Ireland
L .

Chulalongkorn . University in Bangkok, Thailand
threatened, at the end of January, to lower women stu-
dents’ grades if they don’t go along with the school’s ban
on short skirts by lowering their hemlines. -

* Tk ok

Demonstratlons against domestic violence swelled in
Madrid and four other Spanish cities at the end of 1997,
after the murder of a 60-year-old woman by her former
husband. Ana Orantes was beaten, thrown off her bal-
cony, doused with gasoline and burned alive two weeks
after she described on television nearly 40 years of beat—
ings during her marriage. ’

“Nor should we forget..when [Clara] Zetkin pro-
posed to the 1910 Second International Women'’s
Conference that an International Women’s Day be
adopted, it was an act of solidarity with the organizing
struggles of the American garment workers who had
erupted in the ‘Uprising of the 20,000’ the year before.
Six days after the first IWD was celebrated in March
1911, the lnfamous Triangle Fire took the lives of 146
workers...

-—Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg,
Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy of
Revolution, pp. 83-84.

1 To prder Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation

and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, see page 7.

‘Linking Arms in Dangerous Times’

Washington, D.C.—Over 400 feminists, more
than half women of color, came together Feb. 20-22 at
the National Organization for Women’s (NOW) “Women
of Color and Allies Summit: Linking Arms in Dangerous
Times.” It was an historic attempt to revitalize and rein-
vent the women’s movement. The passion to come
together and transcend the racism that has separated
the women’s movement for decades characterized the

entire gathering— plenaries, workshops, and even meal- .

times and playtimes.
NOW obtained 150 co-sponsors from unions to com-
munity health centers to welfare rights organizations

and YWCAs. Young women with orange hair joined civil .

rights and women’s rights leaders out of the need to stop
letting our struggles be divided by “the man’s” lies about
feminists. We talked of saving what is left of social wel-
fare and women of all colors adopted .the slogan that
“women’s nghts are human rights, and human nghts
are women’s rights.”

Today’s “dangerous times” were taken up in work-

* shops on reproductive rights, affirmative action, and
bilingual education—all threatened with extinction.

Others dealt with hate crimes, gun violence, sexual
harassment, AIDS, domestic violence, and poverty. One
was on the Taliban government in Afghanistan that is
re-enslaving women.

‘A highlight was our participation in a picket line on
behalf of the women who clean the Capitol buildings
(see page 3). We joined AFSCME union members to
shout in front of the Architect of the Capitol’s office
which pays the men a dollar an hour more than the
women—who until recently were called “charwomen.”
Many of us expressed dismay that we still have to pick-
et for equal pay after 30 years of struggle. There was a
similar feeling at workshops, where we tried to.figure
out how to stop losing the rights we thought we’d won:

Other highpoints included:

o Plenary speaker Dolores Huerta of the United
Farm Workers linked the ongoing unionization of straw-

berry workers to the California battles over immigra- -

tion, affirmative action and “English only,” and to fed-

eral welfare “deform.” She linked the recent decline of

"Black feminist groups to the government’s attack on

welfare and affirmative action. All feminist organlza-
tions “Have to figure out how to work with poor women,”
she said.

e Loretta Ross of the Center for Human Rights

More on International Women’s Day next issue.

Education in Atlanta spoke of her work in NOW as a .

young Black feminist and cited 1986, when 107 women
of color organizations endorsed a huge abortion rights
demonstration, and 1989, when African American
Women for Reproductive Rights was founded, as break-
throughs in Black feminism.

Class was addressed in a_ workshop called “Looking
Back, Looking Forward: A Feminist Vision,” featuring
Ross, NOW President Patricia Treland, and Marian
Kramer of the National Welfare Rights Union. They dis-
cussed the missed moments and breakthroughs in rela-
tions between Black and white women’s movements.

But although women talked about class and poverty, -

there was not much analysis of why the Right is so pow-
erful now. Though a number of women called them-
selves “revolutionaries,” there was little talk of what
revolution means. Several speakers denigrated “isms”
while calling for unity,. thereby closing the door to
inquiriegs we need to make in order to demystify these
reactionary times. Marxist-Humanist women did raise
the current crisis in capitalism and in Left thought as
vital subjects for feminist analysis, but there was little
opportunity for public discussion of these issueés and
NOW leaders tried to focus the conference on working in
legislative channels.

The conference broke new ground on racial unity and
could lead to a new stage of feminism in the U.S., but
only if'we don’t stop at bringing women together across
the racial spectrum and think that alone can transform

this society into a just and human one. Now that we
have “linked arms in dangerous times” we need to link

minds'and delve fearlessly into precisely those “isms”—
especmlly Marx’s Marxism —that some wanted to.avoid.
—Anne Jaclard and Terry Moon
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Decatur, Ill. —1t’s ironic that throughout the struggle,
ferpillar maintained, “Don’t let the union leaders in
broit tell you what to do.” Well, the UAW told us accept
contract, and we said, “Don’t tell us what to do.”

Fra]l vote was 58% to reject.

Dur local union in Decatur had the only leadership who
NOT recommend the contract, and we turned it down
91%. The other locals: who voted were Peoria and
htiac, who turned it down, and Aurcra, Memphis, and
k which accepted it. Aurora bought the contract by 82%.
py did the last time too. Pontiac bought it last time, but
this time.

Dver the past seven-year period, 150 people were fired.
are still arbitrating 50 of those cases. Caterpillar want-
us to give amnesty to all the people who refused to pay

on 50 buddies of ours. One worker was fired for driving
rk lift too slow. Another was fired just because a scab
imed he called him a scab.
ere were a lot of other things wrong with the propos-
There was a copay on retirees’ health insurance.
rpillar wanted to give the retirees more on their pen-
s, but then make them pay for health insurance.
irees are eligible for Medicare which pays 80% of Part B
aefits. Caterpillar didn’t even want to pay the other 20%.
On top of that, the company wanted to bring in
w hires at a low wage, and to hire 15% of the work-
sce as part-timers.
And the people who retired since ‘91 got nothing. That
s unfair. They stood on the picket lines in all kinds of

1ditions when we were on strike, five and a half months -
s first time and 17 months the second time. There are two -

three hundred in Decatur and hundreds more elsewhere.

IFW berry pickers at UIC

Chicago—Two United Farmworkers from
itsonville and Salinas, Cal. spoke at a teach-in Feb. 24
the University of Illinois here, marking the renewal of
a struggle by California strawberry workers. Co-spon-
sed by the Graduate Employees Organization, the
ich-in also heard students cite links between the cor-
ratized university’s exploitation of graduate instruc-
's and researchers, and agribusiness giants who propa-
te near-slavery conditions.

One strawberry worker described the “discrimination,

reats, and not being paid enough to raise our families.”

“The companies hire consultants,” he explained, “who -

te us out of our work, and insult us. They know if we
y anything back, we will be fired. We want to put a stop
this. We saw that the same water that was used to
iter the fields is served to co-workers. When we asked
' clean water, we were given a ticket. If you're given
ough tickets, you're fired.

“Because I support the union, I'm discriminated
ainst. I've been there 13 years. People who have been
sre for two years are allowed to get into the fields to

rk before I do. I've come here to ask for support

:ause it’s a just cause.”
Farmworkers and supporters will march in solidarity
th this cause in most major cities at the end of March.
hicago readers, call 312 454-9096.) Already the
vances of the campaign in 1997, though falling short of
ned contracts; include modest pay raises, compensa-
n to fired union supporters and those cheated out of
artime pay, promises by 4,600 supermarkets across
rth America to buy union-picked strawberries, and a
«dge of neutrality for organizers to talk union with
rkers of the giant Coastal Berry Company. These pave
» way for a renewal of the strawberry campaign.

—Jim Mills

atest strlkes at Kalser

Dakland, Cal.— On Feb. 24, 7,500 nurses of the
lifornia Nurses Association staged a 24-hour strike at
iser HMO facilities, only the latest strike while work-
: without a contract since January 1997. In their last
»-day strike beginning Jan. 28, Kaiser nurses revealed
unwavering determination to win the right to control
: standard for quality care.
At issue is how this society values the health of its
rkers. Frontline health care workers, carrying on a
itracted battle over staffing levels, demand control
ir the very nature of their work in face of manage-.
nt’s permanent restructuring. -
Why Kaiser’s intransigence when all they had to do to
1 the immediate emergency on Jan. 28 was to open up
 Martinez emergency room? The Contra Costa County
alth Director lameénted, “I don’t believe it’s within my
ver or anyone’s power to require facilities to reopen.”
can only regulate open facilities but Kaiser can close
ir facilities' at will.. The nurses measure reality in
ms of its human costs. Kaiser’s response is that this
le is “closed.”
Slosures in low income areas—redlining health care—
:no concern in this way of thinking. Nurses not only
»w that power resides in their own labor, they also
»w it is the opposite of the Wall Street principle of
sly moving capital as the golden calf before which all
wiflect.
[hat’s why rank-and-file workers like myself in other
ons support the nurses even if their leaders don't.
vernment agents say we cannot make a barrier to free
ving capital. That leaves labor as the only contender
inst management in this struggle. Only workers will-
to withhold their labor can back up the demand for
nan centered health care. —Kaiser rank-and-filer

The

jon dues since 1991 and tell them, “You’re forgiven,” but

Cat workers reject push for contract

We have been fighting thls long, so what did we have to
lose by turning this proposal down? Maybe the UAW wants
to get the whole thing over with and they think people here
can be sacrificed.

The International UAW -wanted to sell the contract
Caterpillar offered in 95. Yokich told one of us that we had
to go back to work, that he would have to make some hard

Cat workers plcketed in 1992 - and battlestlll )

decisions to buy a rotten contract and that the 150 fired
people had to accept. That was after a 17-month strike. But
after the membership turned it down, he said it was a vic-
tory. Now he is turning around and doing the same thing,
claiming this vote is a victory.

Caterpillar is only one or two percent of the UAW
membershlp; so we're nothing to them. But who else
is going to get kicked through the roof once compa-
nies see what Caterpillar can do? It’s true, the UAW
has been behind us with $300 per week, health insur-
ance, and support for the people still fired. You can’t
say they abandoned us. But they are ready to quit.
We're not.

What the Steelworkers union did for the Firestone strik-
ers is something we didn’t see with the UAW at Caterpillar.
When Firestone said to a bunch of people, “No way are you
going to come back,” the Steelworkers paid them $250 per
week and got them jobs in other union shops.

Where do we go from here? Caterpillar is saying they are
ready to negotiate. I say, prove it, actions speak louder than
words. Our local is.in the middle of arbitration on some
other issues. And we still have over 400 unfair labor prac-
tices against Cat pending with the Labor Board.

The company is smug. They have a product they can sell.
It’s not like we can do a consumer boycott of earthmovers.
Still the Caterpillar retirees group goes around to imple-
ment, tractor; boat, and agriculture shows around the coun-
try. We-handbill against Caterpillar. We're always there,
talking about what they did to us. They get really mad and
have tried to get us arrested. We've been doing this for over
a year. —Flghtmg retiree

Capitol equal pay battle

Washington, D.C.—We are the custodial workers—
mostly Black—who clean the government buildings. We
are involved in a lawsuit against the Architect of the
Capitol for equal pay for women. I've been working here for

the past 23 years, and we've never been treated like the :

men. We've never been allowed to work overtime on a reg-
ular basis, but the women’s workload has increased. We
used to have 12 rooms to clean; now we have 18, 19, and
extra rooms if someone is off. We do two and three people’s
work and get the same pay while the men do one job.

We started fighting for equal pay in 1996 but didn’t get
into the courts until 1997. When women came from the
NOW conference and supported us by joining AFSCME in
a big picket line by the Capitol (see story page 2), I felt just
like the cavalry came to our rescue. We havent gotten
support from anyone €lse.

The longer this lawsuit goes, the more I feel like it’s not

going to end in our favor. We've been arguing and fighting

with these people for years. We didn't just start because we
have a union. We only got the union last year. We fought
for water to drink. We were told to buy our own water and
bring it. We now have water in all three buildings.

They are now spending $200,000 to pay for our uni-
forms, but they can’t give us any money. Most people find
it hard to believe that this discrimination against women
is going on right here on Capitol Hill. We are working for
the lawmakers and they are the ones that are breaking
the law.

—Hazel Dews, President, AFSCME Local 626

Shorten workday at Sealy

Memphw Tenn.—We just started contract negotia-

~ tions at Sealy Mattress. One thing the company wants is
to shorten the grievance procedure. They want te hurry

up, and make everything really fast. We want all over-

time after ten hours in one day to be on a voluntary basis. -

They are trying to fix it where we have to finish the bed
production schedule. They don’t care how long it takes.
The past two weeks it’s been pretty reasonable. All this
week we've been getting off by 5:30, sometimes 3:00.
During the negotiations they cut back to make us think
everything is all right. Then as soon as this contract is
signed, they will throw whatever they want down on the
schedule. Two weeks ago, some people were in until 8:00

“or 10:00. Then they started shortening. People are glad to

get off at a decent hour, but most think it’s something
they’re doing during negotiations. This week they’ve kept
the schedule to less than 550 beds.

The most important thmg to the workers is to get a
time to come home. No one is going to want to move on

- that issue. Those ten-hour days, 50-hour weeks—that’s

one demand the company’s going to have to agree on.
—Black production worker

Back to future of labor

Detroit —1 belong to one of the oldest trade unions in

North America, the International Typographical Union,
now a part of the Communication Workers of America
(CWA). The ITU’s first locals were chartered in 1850 in_
New York, although our roots go back much further.
- Detroit’s Local 18 was chartered in 1854. Qur union
demanded equal rights and equal pay for women in
1869, and we were the first union to pay unemployment
beneﬁts to our members,

We were a strong, progressive, militant trade
union whose members were hlghly skilled and
whose apprentices were educated in all phases of
the trade as well as in labor history.

Automation began to take its toll on us in the 1960s,
and by the 1990s has devastated the trade. In 1960 there
were some 850-900 printers at the Detroit papers and
about 2,000 in my local. Today, before the strike, there
were about 110 at the papers and 300 in my local. We -
negotiated guaranteed lifetime jobs for our members in
the early 1970s in exchange for giving the companies the
right to automate. Now prinfers can almost be bypassed

. altogether.
- PLUMMETING UNION ROLLS

In the 1950s when I joined the work force unions had
organized about 40% of the workers in this country. A
person could expect to buy a modest home, own a car and
raise a family on one income. Not so today. As union
membership declined to about 14% of the work force,
workers in this country found themselves in competltlon
with workers in Third World countries. Now, in a lot of
cases both husband and wife have jobs, sometimes two,
just to-provide the essentials.

Unions have to reverse this decline. They are our
only protection against unrestrained capitalism.
Many large corporations® only concern today is to
please their stockholders with gifts of ever-greater
profits by cutting wages, moving production over-
seas if necessary, cutting work forces to the bone
and forcing one person to do the work of two.

Unions need to organize all workers and educate their
members and the general public about labor issues and.
history. They have to become more militant in fighting
strikes and lockouts. Union leadership has to be willing
to call for work stoppages and general strikes in serious
situations. ~ -

ALL IN ONE UNION

Unions also have to merge. In the newspapers here
there are six major unions and five smaller ones. We

should all be in one union. If we had been, we would have

had a greater voice in the running of the newspaper
strike and the outcome might have been different.

“Unions need to merge internationally too. Workers
who build cars in the U. S. should belong to the same
union as workers who build cars in every country. As
companies get larger, unions have got to do the same,
with all workers in a company belonging to the same
union. An injury to one should truly be an injury to all.
We at the newspapers could not have held out this long
if it wasn’t for the support we received from other
unions. It is vital! '

Finally, we need a political party that truly represents
working people. I think the new Labor Party is a step in
that direction. Labor laws need to be changed to level the
playing field between workers and management. The
Taft-Hartley Act must be répealed, we need a national
health plan and replacement Workers (scabs) must be ..

)outlawed

—Armand Nevers

Workshop Talks

(Continued from page 1)
capitalists? The miners lost that strike and Appalachia
was created. Today the whole world has become :
Appalachia.

Automation hit steel, rubber and the automoblle
industry. By the 1980s when President Reagan fired the
air traffic controllers, he opened the gates for all corpo-
rations to do what they wish to the working people of
this country. First they hit the blue-collar workers,
especially organized labor, destroying unions and mak-
ing them afraid to go on strike. The only weapon work-
ers have to fight the companies, short of revolution, is
taking production into their own hands.

Union leaders, governments and capitalism are the
cause of what is happening to millions of workers today.
Blue-collar workers used to be the ones looked down

upon. Today the white-collar workers who used to see

themselves as separate, are now the focus of the corpo-
rations’ attention. Today they are finding out they have
always been part of the work force, but capitalist mas-
ters pitted them against blue-collar labor. In other
words, they were used by the capitalists against them-
selves. They were so brainwashed by the capitalist sys-
tem they couldn’t see themselves as labor.

Does anyone want to bet whose side the U.S.

"Supreme Court will be on when the white-collar retirees

appeal the Federal Appeals Court’s decision? Most peo-
ple think the governments and courts are there to pro-

" tect people. They. are there to protect this capitalist sys-

tem, not the rights of people, especially working people.

Karl Marx wrote about 150 years ago that capitalism
can not overcome its fatal defect even if it made work-
ers labor 24 hours a day and live on air. It seems in the
last 15 years we are developing rapidly on that path. -
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From the Writings of Raya Dunayevskaya

MARXIST-HUMANIST
ARCHIVES

Editor’s Note

March is Women’s History Month, and this year is
also the 150th anniversary of the First Women’s Rights
Convention held in 1848 in Seneca Falls, N.Y. News &
Letters presents previously unpubhshed writings by
Raya Dunayevskaya which discuss the history-making
events of 1848 as they relate to subsequent periods of

- revolutionary women’s history including our own.

"The first selection, written in October 1980, is the
opening part of a draft chapter which Dunayevskaya
titled “Women’s Liberation, then and now,” for what
later became chapter 6 of Rosa Luxemburg,
Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy of
Revolution. The second selection, titled “The Black
Dimension,” contains earlier material drafted for the
book.

These documents can 'be found in The Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection, microfilm nos. 14894 and
14339, respectively. Numbered footnotes are the

author’s, corrected.

“Life itself becomes too “A work is never v

dear, beautiful, unless it in some

So vast are one’s dreams.”  way escapes its author.”
—Louise Michel —D.H. Lawrence

I. YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW

" Y e have reached a turning point in our work
which can by no means restrict itself only to
Luxemburg and Marx. We must go both back-

Wards and forwards in history and cover the globe. I

_dare say, since life itself began, woman has had to

struggle; and in order to see the dialectic of develop-
ment, both of our age and other historic periods, we will
need to gather disparate strands that may, at first, look
quite disconnected. I trust, however, that at the end a
direction will manifest itself.

The phrases referring to “since life itself began” and

' “global” may seem too pompous but what I have in

mind is quite simple. I'm referring to the never-ending
rebellion whether we begin in 1647 with -the first
Maid’s Petition to Parliament for “liberty every second
Tuesday”l; or whether we jump to 1831 when, in the
very year Nat Turner led the greatest slave revolt in
the U.S., a Black woman named Maria Stewart—the
first woman to [do so] publicly, white or Black— spoke
out in Boston2:

O ye daughters of Africa, awake! awake! arise! no

longer sleep nor slumber but distinguish syour-

selves. Show forth to the world that ye are endowed
with noble and. exalted faculties...How long shall
the fair daughters of Africa be compelled to bury
their minds and talents beneath a load of iron pots

. and kettles?...How long shall a mean set of men
flatter us with their smiles, and enrich themselves
with our hard earnings: their wives’ fingers
sparkling with rings and they themselves laughmg
at our folly?

Other “firsts” crowd into mind, whether we are refer-
ring to Flora Tristan who was the first to call for an
International of working women and working men in
1844, the year that Marx discovered a whole new con-
tinent of thought; or whether we look at the 1848 revo-
lutions in Europe and see that what looked of much
lesser. importance, the First Woman’s Rights
Convention at Seneca Falls, New York, actually opened
up a whole new force for revolution. That women did
hear that call became clear in 1851, when Jeanne
Deroin. and Pauline Roland sent greetings to the
Second National Woman’s Rights Convention in
Worcester, Massachusetts from the St. Lazare prison in
Paris, to which they had been sentenced for their activ-
ities in and after 1848. On behalf of the Convention,
Ernestine Rose declared: “After having heard the letter
read from our poor incarcerated sisters of France, well
might we exclaim, Alas, poor France! where is thy
glory? where the glory of the Revolution of 1848773

The Black dimension is the most exciting of all. Not

only did it inspire the creation of the 1848 Woman’s.

Rights Convention, but it did so through its own activ-
ity; that is to say, when the white middle-class women
in the antislavery societies saw the Sojourner Truths
and Harriet Tubmans4 as orators and travelers and
thinkers, while their own work was reduced to auxil-
iary tasks, they recognized what it means to be Reason
as well as Force. This became especially crucial in 1867
after the Civil War in the U.S., when even the most rev-
olutionary Abolitionists, like Frederick Douglass and
Wendell Phillips; refused to help collaborate with the
women’s fight for suffrage-on the grounds that this was
the Negro year. Sojourner Truth hit back at her own
leader, Frederick Douglass, calling him. “short-mind-

- ed.” Not only did she separate from her Black male col-

leagues and align with the white women, but it became
clear that “short-minded” was more than an epithet.
Rather, it was a new language—the language of

1. Sheila Rowbotham, Women, Resistance and Revolution
(New York: Pantheon, 1972), p. 15.

2. Black Women in 19th Century American Life, edited byi

Bert James Loewenberg and Ruth Bogin (University Park,
Pa.: Penn State University Press, 1967).

3. Feminism, edited by Miriam Schne}r {(New York: Random

House, 1972).

- 4: See especially Earl Conrad, Harriet Tubman (New York:

Paul S. Erikson, 1943), and Narrative of Sojourner Truth,
an Ebony Classic (Chicago: Johnson. Pub. Co., 1970).

‘Women’s I|berat|on then and now

thought—against those who would put any limitations
to freedom.
n four years, the world had, indeed, become wit-
Iness to the greatest revolution of men and women
for a totally new, classless society—the [1871]
Paris Commune. Why, may we ask, did it take nearly a
century to learn all the facts of the breadth of women’s
actions, and why, even then, did it take a woman to
write The Women Incendiaries?5
Nor should we forget...that the American labor
struggles,6 with very dctive participation by women,
had been continuous since the very first National
Labor Union was established in the U.S. and affiliated
with the First International. However, it was not until
1908, when the infamous Triangle [Shirtwaist] Fire

took the lives of 143 women working in that sweat

shop, and Rose Schneiderman organized no less than
120,000 in the funeral march—not just to mourn but to
declare solidarity with all unorganized women work-
ers—that it first reverberated to Europe. By 1911,
Clara Zetkin's proposal to the Second International for
an International Woman’s Day became reality.

Rosa Luxemburg becomes central here, but if we try
to begin at some alleged high point on what was con-
sidered to be the “Woman Question,” we will blind our-
selves both to Luxemburg’s multi-dimensionality and
the newness that our age brought to the concept of
women’s liberation. Let’s, instead, see what ground she
laid in a letter that was, in the main, devoted to the
anti-war work from which the revisionists stayed far,
far away. In this letter [from prison] to Mathilde Wurm,
seemingly out of nowhere, there suddenly appears a
reference to the queen of the Amazons (and evidently,
not as she is known in Greek legend as the one who was
killed [by Achilles, but as] told by the famous German
playwright, Heinrich Von Kleist, who had Penthesilea
not only kill Achilles, but eat him). All this appears in
a letter where she is so furious at her friend’s defense
of the revisionists’ position on the war that she writes:

Pm telling you that as soon as I can stick my nose
out again I will hunt and harry your society of frogs
with trumpet blasts, whip crackings, and blood-
hounds—like Penthesilea I wanted to say, but by

God, you people are no Achilles. Have you had

enough of a New Year’s greeting now? Then see to it

that you stay human... Being human means joy-
fully throwing your whole life “on the scales of des-
tiny” when need be, but all the while rejoicing in

every sunny day and every beautiful cloud. Ach, I

know of no formula to write you for being human...”7

It’s this need to throw your whole life on the scales of
destiny, it’s this passion for revolution, it's the urgency
to get out of prison confinement and open entirely new
vistas, it’s this need “to be human” that has character-

. 5. Edith Thomas’ The Women Incendiaries was published

in France in 1963 and in the U.S. in 1966 (New York: George
‘Braziller) but is long out of print; and there never was a
paperback edition.

6. Union WAGE (Berkeley, California) issued two pamphlets
in 1974 by Joyce Maupin—Working Women and Their
Organizations, 150 Years of Struggle and Labor
Heroines, Ten Women Who Led The Struggle.

7. This letter, written Dec. 28, 1916, is included in Briefe an-

Freunde, edited by Benedikt and Kautsky, (Hamburg
Européische Verlagsanstalt, 1950), pp. 44-6.

ized the whole of Luxemburg’s vision, in the strugg
for a new society. It has put the stamp on all she ey,
did, and ever longed to make real. And it is this whi
put so totally ‘different a mark on her concept
women’s liberation which was called the Womi
Question in her day, that it makes it possible for o
age to first understand it fully; in a great measuy
more fully than she herself was conscious of...

The Black
Dimension...

hen the 1907 Congress [of Russian Marxist:
- \f\/ referred back to the 1848 revolution, it w

naturally mainly for purposes of debating t
question of Marx’s analysis of a revolution he parti
pated in, as well as the theory of revolution that p
cedeéd the actual [revolution]—the Communi
Manifesto. Peculiarly enough, it'did not extend to t
concéept of permanent revolution that Marx projected
his 1850 Address to the [Communist League] after t|
defeat of the 1848 revolution. This is the more curio
because Trotsky had projected his own theory of p
manent revolution and Lenin referred at one point di
parsagingly to it in 1907. What none talked about w
what was “in the air,” be it 1848 or 1907, that is to s
the ramifications of an engoing revolutlon into cou
tries not expenencmg it.

“And yet, that is precisely the point that is of tl
essence to us today. Take the ramifications of the 184
revolution, not as discussed in.1907, but in the peric
it happened. The very first women’s liberation mov
ment took place in the U.S. in Seneca Falls in 184
Though none there, either, discussed a European prol
tarian revolution, revolution was in the air in the dee;
est possible manner in the U.S. both as a struggle fi
freedom against slavery, and as the beginning of
women’s liberation movement. And there is no doul
that the inspiration for it came precisely from tl
Bla¢k dimension towards the middle-class women wl
were | working in the anti-slavery movement, ar
moved to extend that towards their own very differe:
type of liberation. And because [the] Black dimensic
was 8o crucial to any freedom struggle in the U.S,, 1
matter what struggle you were engaged in, the Blac
dimension. was the inspiration force, be it in t}
Abolitionist movement, in women’s rights, or for th:
matter in the great hterature of the day.

By 1860 when John Brown attacked Harper’s Fert
Marx considered it a world signal for freedom, an
indeed, began leaving the library for actual activitis
which led to the establishment of the Fir
Workingman’s. International. The point is that ever
thing, most especially the theory of revolution, so dee;
ened that whether it was his greatest theoretical wor
itself, Capital, the organizational work of the Fir
International, or woman as Reason as well as force,
the participation in his organization, it became a mu
tlfaceted total philosophy of revolution. In a way, ¢

(Continued on page 9)

* In 1907, all the Marﬁist tendencies convened the Fif
Congress of the Russian Social-Democratic Labor Party to di
cusg the then-ongoing, first Russian Revolution of 1905-7.

PHILOSOPHY AND

REVOLUTION

in history, in theory, in today’s freedom struggles
A series of classes. Check the directory on page 9 for the location nearest to you.

ty of philosophy and revolution for today’s freedom struggles.

The core readings will be in Philosophy and Revolution. Many other readings will be in “The Power of Negativity,” a forthcoming collection
of writings by Dunayevskaya on dialectics. For each class, fuII and open digcussion will follow the presentations. Reading materials are
available from News and Letters Committees. AR A .

“Because the transformation of reality is central to the Hegelian dialectic, Hegel's philosophy comes to life, over and over again, in all
periods of crisis and transition, when a new historic turning point has been reached, when the established society is undermined and a
foundation is laid for a new social order... Marx, the discoverer of a totally new continent of thought—Historical Matenahsm——grounded his
philosophy of liberation in the PRAXIS of the proletariat as well as in Hegel's dialectic.”

—Raya Dunayevskaya, from the Introduction to Philosophy and Revolution: from Hegel to Sartre, and from Marx to Ma

This year marks the anniversaries of two world-historic moments. 1998 sees the 150th anniversary of Marx’s Communist Manifesto,
written on the eve of the 1848 Revolutions—at a revolutionary moment which stretched from Europe to the Seneca Falls Women’s
Convention in New York. This year also marks the 30th anniversary of 1968 :when new mass revolts covered every corner of the globe, -
giving the lie to those who said the drive for social revolution was a thing of the past.

Those revolts, however, showed that in our era, no amount of revolutionary will and energy is sufficient to complete the revolution so
long as a philosophy of liberation rooted in Hegel's dialectic and Mancs humanism is missing. In addressing this reality, Raya
Dunayevskaya's Philosophy and Revolution: from Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao did not just speak to the impasses reached in the
movements of that era, but provided a direction for overcoming the barriers to writing a new chapter in the revolutionary struggle.

Today, on its 25th anniversary, the challenge of Philosophy and Revolutign, to work out a viable aiternative to this racist, sexist, hetero-
sexist, class society, is more relevant than ever. These classes will return to:that challenge with the eyes-of today to work out the integrali-
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_are locked up while others are locked out—

- club, gun fire and fear. The recently reported

" murder rate of the police themselves. What is

time of the 1992 LA rebellion, has been

by Gene Ford

The emphasis must be on the transformation of men-

tality. We are revolutionaries because we believe in rev-. -

olution as our protein, vitamin of life. We believe in the
human element to revolt against oppressing forces. We
believe in this new mentality as the ultimate and only
guide to freedom. —Hugo ‘Dahariki’ Pinell,

imprisoned since 1964

The character of America. is dominated by
racism. Its heart is a chamber in which people
of color are locked. In this prison society some

unemployed, welfare cut, and unrecognized.
Still others, especially whites, have the key and
are free to roam about and control.

POST-LA REBELLION BACKLASH

The streets of South Central Los Angeles are
a reflection of prison existence. The violent-by-
nature LAPD (Los Angeles Police Department)
dominates those streets with rifle butt, billy

drop in the murder rate in Los Angeles is
viewed by the politicians as a success story of
this “war on crime.”

Stiffer sentencing and the “three strikes and
you're out” law are credited with the drop in
crime. What is not reported is that these laws
have increased the murder and attempted

also not reported is that the 1992 Gang Truce
in Watts, not the LAPD, is responsible for the
decrease in “gang related deaths.”

Yet, the Gang Truce, which dates from the

attacked by the politicians and the LAPD. With
the Truce, the community, especially the youth,
claimed their own reality. of housing projects

like Jordan Downs, Imperial Courts and Nickerson

Gardens that contain so much of the intense poverty and
gang activity of Watts and South Central LA.

The police have never stopped being against the coming
together of factions of Crips and Bloods, and have set out
to destroy any unity. This unity is itself a conscious upris-
ing that has proven to be more powerful than the original
founders of the Truce may have realized. The state sees its

power and seeks to destroy the peace. The police system-

atically distribute leaflets that promote the assassination

of police officers as an excuse to crush the peace.

Following the appearance of these leaflets the police

riot against peaceful gatherings of mothers, children, and .

grandmothers who feel a need to come together after 20
years of being divided by railroad tracks, a street, or gang
affiliations. Ever since the ‘92 LA rebellion the LAPD has
been mopping up anything they see as -a threat to their
control of the community. The police have.been out for
revenge for that rebellion, which saw the whole commu-
nity put down the LAPD, while Black elected officials con-
tinue to say and do nothing to ease the pain inflicted by
the LAPD on the Black community.

The laws that have been passed in the state of

. California in the six years since the LA rebellion such as

three strikes (Proposition 186), the anti-immigrant
Proposition 187, the anti-affirmative action Proposition
209, and all the cutbacks in welfare and education, have
made California the proving ground for this country’s’

reactionary backlash. White America, from liberal to con-

servative, experienced a new kind of “white flight”—fear
that they had nowhere else to run and that what they had

_ in common was property to protect.

The cowardice and revenge of this backlash was seen
recently with the LAPD’s harassment of Damian Williams
on trumped-up charges of parole violation. Damian is one

" of the LA 4+ defendants who was convicted five years ago

for the alleged assault on Reginald Denny, a white truck
driver, at the corner of Florence and Normandie during
the rebellion. The other defendants were also violated as
soon as they were released. :

This kind of police repression has been ongoing since
the LA rebellion. Only weeks after the revolt a unity party
held at Jordan Downs, 500-deep with gang and family
members from the Watts projects, came under attack by
the LAPD. There had been no violence until the police

“showed up to disperse the peaceful crowd who had come

to express the strength of their unity (Watts love). Before

~ the police showed up if people came into the gatheringand -
“-attempted to provoke a fight they were removed by a secu-

rity force chosen beforehand by the different sets partici-
pating in the unity rally. -
It wasn’t until the Metro police and the CRASH unit of

the LAPD showed up at the park that violence occurred.

The police formed a line of about 80 cops in riot gear and
forced people to go through their gauntlet, using batons to

beat people exiting the park. One nine-year-old had his -

nose broken, others were choked out and stomped, some
were arrested for assault on the police when the police
were the ones doing the assaulting. Despite this, the
LAPD has not been able to kill the Truce in six years.

WAR ON PRISONERS’ RIGHTS |

That however has not stopped the'steady incarceration
of the ghetto poor. Nor has it stopped the state’s attack on
prisoners’ rights inside the prison walls. Recent legisla-

‘tion attempts to turn the massive California prison popu-
lation of .156,000 inmates (which grows by 10,000 each -

year) into statistical non-existence with bigger and taller

- walls to contain the real human element inside.

B T e T I T T S T N A Y

George Jackson

California’s new prison laws limiting pnsoner rights
are aimed at dissolving those rights that the prison move-
ment fought long and hard to get enacted 30 years ago.
California’s current governor Pete Wilson is reversing
prisoner rights laws that former governor Ronald Reagan
was forced to enact under pressure of the mass movement
of the 1960s and ‘70s.

New restrictions include removal of law books from
prison libraries, random drug testing, ban on overnight

. visiting privileges for prisoners serving life sentences, ban

on packages sent from the outside, and removal
of all weight-lifting equipment. These new
restrictions are nothing less than an act of war
on prisoners.

- Matthew Jay, 30, serving 15 years to life at
Solano State Prison for a second-degree murder
conviction in Los Angeles is one of thousands of
prisoners whose home is a bunk in a Pprison

whelming fact of prison life. Lifting weights is
one of the few things that relieves the strain
and frustration, Jay said. Without it tensions
rise. However, he’s more worried about the loss
of law books: “If that access is taken away, we
are no longer in a prison. We are in a war camp,
like prisoners of war. When rights are violated,
we're left with no alternative but to react.”

The system excludes and debases the
human rights of the people, the system has
no concern for the people’s welfare or their
lives. All around us and above us force is
the weapon used against the people’s will.
Here inside the concentration camp these
attitudes are more to the extreme. We are
like the people outside of the przson walls,

forced into resisting.
-John Chitchette, Soledad POW Brother

The Black masses today live in urban and prison ghet-
tos equal in alienation. But the criminalization and
imprisonment of Black life demands a confrontation with

- ourselves beyond the identity the state is attempting to

destroy. We must push beyond the horror of this reality to
reach a new beginning in social existence and in thought.
A new movement is growing behind the high-tech secu-

rity, the maximum isolation measures, the shatter-proof .

glass, steel bars and concrete walls of such gulags as
California’s infamous Pelican Bay S.H.U. (Security
Housing Unit). The state’s attempt to isolate and destroy
reason with facilities like Pelican Bay has instead created
a confrontation with self that has opened the door to the
mind. Out have stepped “guerrillas in the mist” of a sys-

“tem that creates its own gravediggers.

Soledad Brother George Jackson characterized this rela-
tionship of force to what it creates this way: “When the
prison gates blow. open the real dragons will fly out”
Jackson didn’t live to open those gates. Instead his written
words sustained him: “I want something to remain to haunt
him [Ronald Reagan], to make him know in no uncertain

" terms that he did incur this n——- ‘s sore disfavor.”

In 1998, this spirit of George Jackson continues to
haunt the state in the form of the “new Afrikan political
prisoner movement.”

Ninety-five percent of the new Afrikan political prison-
ers, POWs and politically active prisoners are isolated
in solitary confinement, control unit prisons and segre-
gation units. I myself have been in isolation for the
past 14 1/2 years—but many of us have been able to
use what was meant to destroy us as a means to help
build our liberation movement. This isolation affords
us the opportumty to seriously focus our intellectual
capacity on those issues which are of great concern to
our people/ community. I have for the last nine years
devoted at least 80% of my time towards analyzing the
science of crime; criminology, the new Afrikan crimi-
nal mentality and the role this KKKovernment has
played in all this. Thus, we have criminology 101.

*. —“New African Institute for Criminology 101”

The “New Afrikan Institute for Criminology 101” is a

- writing by Abdul Q. Shakur and Mutawally J. Kanbon,

two new Afrikan prison activist-theoreticians incarcerat-
ed at Pelican Bay. Their manual is an attempt to confront

the mentality of state institutional racism, that is, how

crime and the identification of images of crime with Black
and Brown faces gets reflected in the American mind. On
the college ‘level this “Bell €urve” mentality is being
ingrained in the consciousness of students. Criminology
101 confronts head-on the criminalization of populations
of color. .

GEORGE JACKSON:

FIGHTING IMPRISONMENT OF THE MIND

This “new Afrikan prison movement” within the
California prison system has its roots in the philosophy
and writings of George Jackson: Soledad Brother and
Blood In My Eye. Jackson showed that it wasn't only
physical strength but mental seriousness that threatened
the "prison system at San Quentin. He characterized
young people like himself who were denied a decent edu-
cation or job and who therefore had to teach themselves to
read and write ‘as “lumpen-proletarian intellectuals.”

- Their greatest weapon against their oppressors was the

liberation of their minds.
George Jackson showed in his writings that survival is

gym. The strain of overcrowding is an over- .

Essay Article From the streets to the prisons-Black mind in revolt

not alone a question of economics. Behind the prison walls
extortion, drugs, prestitution, and gambling exist just as
they do on the streets. The battle not to allow the inhu-
man conditions of being in prison to imprison the mind
also goes on.

Jackson was a forerunner of Mu.m.la Abu-Jamal though
their prison sentences are different. Mumia is on death
row today in Pennsylvania, and Jackson at 19 was given
an indeterminate one year to life sentence in 1961 for a $70

* gas station robbery. He-'had been in for 10 years when he

was murdered on the plaza outside the Adjustment Center
at San Quentin by shots from a gun tower. Prison author-
ities characterized it as an escape attempt that left three
guards and two tier tenders dead with their throats cut.
Even though Mumia faces a death sentence, his strug-
gle and writings have made people conscious anew of
prison conditions today. Jackson was also given a death
sentence because of his political thought and struggle. He

spent most of his life in the prison system fighting against *

repressive laws as an “outlaw,” from the youth authority
to the adult system. Jackson was no angel; many people
who are caught up in the system are not “innocent.” But
what was key for Jackson and today is how the transfor-
mation of the prisoner’s mentality can take place behmd
the prison walls. In George Jackson’s case:

I was angry. I was in prison and I looked around for>

something that would really bother these cats. Well, I
couldn’t find anything that bothered them more than phi-
losophy. I gave everyone a chance. I gave Adam Smith as
much attention as I gave Karl Marx. But Smith’s whole
point was to justify the bourgeoisie and because that was
his aim, his conclusions were strained. The things I read
in Marx made more sense. ,

Jackson went on to say that he and other comrades
attempted to transform the Black criminal mentality into
a Black revolutionary mentality. This attitude to the mind
of the imprisoned as the key to the struggle can be found
throughout Mumia’s writings. It is also reflected in the
preface written by Julia Wright, the daughter of Richard
Wright, for Mumia’s new book Death Blossums:

" Resolutely on’'a move... Mumia makes us understand
that ‘free’ men and women can imprison and arrest their
own revolution just as ‘inmates’ can set free a boundless

- revolution of the mind. As FrantzFanon, the late psychia-

trist and freedom fighter, wrote in Wretched of the

- Earth, Imperialism leaves behind germs of rot which we

must clinically detect and remove from our land and from
our minds as well.’ .

In theory and in practice, the new Afrikan conscious-
ness among the youth, street soldiers hardened and edu-
cated by prison time, has been reinforced by the 1992 LA

“rebellion and the Gang Truce. The Watts Gang Truce has

influenced Latino gangs to call a truce among themselves
as well. This peace movement has spread ﬁ'om the streets
to California’s jails and prisons:

In Men’s Central Jail, while being processed out of state
prison, Darren ‘CW Williams, 36, said being a shooter on
the streets is no longer something to be proud of inside
prison walls. ‘Don’t think you can shoot a brother and
come up in here and think you gonna get any love,” said
Williams, who served 13 years for murder. “That ain’t
gonna fly anymore. You ain’t getting any stripes for killing
a brother.

WOMEN, PRISON, AND REVOLUTION

Along with this new prisoner consciousness has also
come a new prison subject—women prisoners. The condi-
tions of women prisoners are worse than those of men.

While many are imprisoned for the same crimes, there is.

a double standard in the law, especially when it comes to
women defending themselves against the violence of their
spouses. Many put up with years of abuse to themselves
and their children until they are killed. Many women also
strike back in self-defense. However, the state will not
hear their self-defense pleas. Instead, women are usually
convicted and sent to prison for life.

It is impossible to think that a man who lived through
what a woman lived through would have been seen as
a criminal. A man held at knife point, beaten with
fists, kicked, pistol whipped, tied up and left for hours
to listen to his children in the next room being beaten
and then released to be brutally sodomized would not
have ever been arrésted on murder charges if he final-
ly got free long enough to shoot the perpetrator. He
would more likely be given praise and viewed as a
hero defending his life and the lives of his children.
But she is still seruing time on second degree murder

- charges. As if what she has already been through is

not enough, the prison time she is doing is filled with

all the degrading and dehumanizing efforts that the

California Department of Corrections has at hand.
—The Fire Inside

Women’s struggles in prison have a special character,

-which is not separated from the overall movement behind
- prison walls. Although the bourgeois media make their

struggles invisible, we cannot ‘afford to. Thus, while it is
true that society must be judged by the treatment of its
imprisoned, the lowest is the treatment of women.

Not only should American society be put on trial and
condemned for its war crimes against its own population.
The poor shall, out of their deep alienation, judge this sys-
tem that perpetuates a self-destructive mentality among
its own people. Only then will we be able to carry out a
social revolution in thought and in act that will allow-us
1o live unbutchered lives.
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- WOMEN OF
KENYA AND
OF ALGERIA

It was good to see s1de-by-31de articles
on the WL page of the Jan.-Feb. issue tak-
ing up the challenges faced and raised by
women in Kenya and Algeria. The article
about the Kenyan women reminded me of
the 1929 Igho Women’s War, where African

. women united across tribal lines and “sat”

on their chiefs to stop them from taxing the
women on behalf of colonialism. The artj-

- cle about Algeria was a breath of fresh air

after all we have read about the stoning of
unveiled women in Algeria because it
showed Algerian feminists continuing to
fight for new human relations, grounded in
a feminist and multicultural perspective.
Like Bosnia, where the struggle to main-
tain a multicultural society seems not to
have been hemmed in by Islamic funda-
mentalism. Why do the forces of reaction
seem to attack feminism and multicultur-
alism simultaneously? Perhaps they know
that the two are ultimately inseparable.
Jan Kollwitz
linois
Hekk :

Nowhere in North Africa is the status of

. 'women so acutely threatened as in Algeria.

Due to the increasing force of Islamic fun-
damentalism, identity as an individual
and as a woman have been virtually
denied the feminine half of the country’s
population, leaving it totally devoid of any
voice in legal, political and intellectual
institutions.

As Laurie Cashdan’s article points out,
Algerian women’s important contributions
to independence during the 1954-62 war
with France have virtually been forgotten
by the socio-political forces which now rule
the Algerian State as well as the funda-
mentalist factions which seek to overthrow:
the government. It is only through diligent
coverage by humanist vehicles such as
N&L and ongoing campaigns to foster con-

- tinued monitoring of the deplorable civil

rights situation in Algeria that the world
will hear of the plight of women in that
country. Algerian Scholar
Indiana

. seskok .

“Women of Kenya speak, 1955 to today”
showed that the significance of Charity
Ngilu’s campaign for president goes far
beyond the elections which Daniel arap
Moi rigged once again. Her struggle

. against the ethnic divisions that Moi is try-

ing to live on was the critical part of her
message.- When ' Olga Domanski -placed
Ngilu’s campaign in the context of previous
struggles by Kenyan women and the
“power that is exerted by the idea of free-
dom and the need to find out how to
achieve it,” you got a sense of its univer-
sality. Feminist

_California

ok

While the “Woman as Reason” column.

 rightly focused on the vicious attack on

Algerian women by Islamic fundamental-
ists and hinted that the government has

" beeninvolved in some of the attacks on the

Algerian population, one factual error
needs to be corrected: Since 1992, when

" the government cancelled the electlons in

which the Islamic fundamentalists were
sure to win, the Algerian government is no
longer the FLN. It is a military govern-
ment. It should also be peinted out that the
close t0-60,000 people who have been killed

- in the massacres since 1992 included

many women as well as other journalists
and intellectuals, ethnic minorities and
working class villagers. = Sheila Fuller

Los Angeles

‘ skaksk

The story about “The People of Kenya”
written way back in 1955 has a lot to do
with what we face today. When I read
about how the Kenya people wanted their
own schools I thought about how dissatis-
fied we are today with our schools which
aren’t organized to educate our kids but

_just to keep them until they can be shoved

to work — or to prison, whichever comes
first. And when I read about how Njeri
came to look over the schools the Africans

~had built for themselves and discovered

the girls ‘weren't considered important

enough to have more than a hut to live in,
I thought about how it is still such a male-
dominated world.

The woman who came to that UN con-
ference in Kenya in 1985 so she could find
out how to stop just having babies and
have babies dying could have been talking
to a lot of women on welfare today who
have to figure out how to feed their kids
and keep them alive in today’s world. It’s
only the food stamps and vaccines we've
been able to keep getting so far that has
been able to keep the mortality rate down.
It would be wrong to say that things are
the same today here as they were in Africa
then, but when you see we are fighting so
many of the same problems you know
there is a whole lot in this story to think

about today. Mother on TANF
Chicago
®
‘CRIME’ OF POVERTY

I learned from the New River Free
Press that the Virginia Organizing
Project, part of the Campaign for
Virginians in Need, is rallying public oppo-
sition to State House and Senate bills
requiring the fingerprinting of all people
applying for public aid — most of whom
are women and children. They are point-
ing out how the bills single out and stig-
matize low-income . Virginians who need
assistance. They want it known that
“Poverty is not a crime.”

Women'’s liberationist
Chicago
sk .

You have to have a job after two years on

TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy

- Families), but no one is clear on when your

two years began. Was it July 1,1997 or
August 1996, when Clinton signed the bill?
I've heard both answers from two different
people at public aid. So I don’t know when
I'll be cut off. Nobody knows what’s going
on. Rose

. Chicago

ROE . WADE 25 YEARS

LATER
Though I appreciated the depth of facts

. presented in the article on “25 years of Roe

v. Wade,” I was disappointed to see its inac-
curate representation of youth. I dont
know who the New York Times polled to
discover that “young women take abortion
rights for granted,” but I do know that
young women have been consistently
active in clinic defense all over the U.S.
during the past 10 years. A lot of these
young women are lesbian or bisexual and
would rarely need abortion services, but
they still go out and fight for the right over
our own bodies week after week, at 5 in the
morning, come rain or shine. Let’s cele-
brate the feats of these dedicated youth
rather than affirm the biased views of the
NYT. Julia Jones

Bay Area

*kok :

It’s important to make the Right-wing
respond on our ground. The way the article
in the Jan.-Feb. N&L said the answer has
to be a human one made me think of where
the debate is centered. There has been a
shift from women’s rights to science. The
question of when does a fetus become a
baby ignores the whole issue of women’s
rights. A lot of younger women today are
falling into the pro-life category and seem
to look down on abortion as if they are too
good for that. They dont think of other
women who might not have as good a life
as they do.

Teenaged activist
Memphis
o

WOMEN IN PRISON

Most of the problems women prisoners
have are shared in common with men.
However, the following, ranked in order of
importance, are ours alone: 1. The disrup-
tion of the family unit. Most of the women
are the lone parents, and in half of these
cases the children become a ward of the
state. The cost to society is high, but who
can put a price on the suffering of mnocent
children?

2. The matter of privacy. We are permit-
ted no window coverings, and there are
peep holes in all of the doors. We are
constantly viewed in various stages of
undress by male and/or lesbian
officers. Providing a urine samplie for drug
testing must be done completely naked in
front of an officer. All of this is done in the

Readers’ Views

name of a]mighty security.

3. The lack of medical care. I have two !

friends who have been diagnosed with a
lump in a breast. Years have passed since

the lumps were originally detected but .

both have been denied medical care that

could cost them their lives. No one within

corrections seems to care.

Unfortunately I believe things are only

going to-grow worse as recent decisions are

most discouraging, but we continue to
struggle. Thank you for listening to our

small voices. Noelle Diamond
: Ohio

o
FOR KARLA FAYE TUCKER

Despite her high-profile religious “sup-:

porters” Karla Faye Tucker was doomed
all along. Her own apparent repentance

was not enough to throw against the

weight of the racist Texas murder
machine. Nothing could be allowed to call

in question the right of the State to execute
— mostly Black and Latino men. By exe- -

cuting Karla Faye the State feels it has
purchased that right in perpetuity. For
this, she had to die. Her execution became
a drama, a morality play that could only

ratify the existing system of death, a pious

spectacle that reinforces the mentality of
righteous racists. The religious Right has
reason to shed tears. Karla Faye died for
their sins. Gerard Emmett

Chicago

ok

Of all the disgusting signs held by those

waiting outside the Death Row facility for
the execution of Karla Faye the one I can’t
get out of my mind was the one held by a
man which read: “Women’s Lib = Die Like
A Man” It is no accident that using the
expression “women’s lib” wipes out the
meaning of the word “liberation” which
called for something totally new for women
and men, a new soctety that would not exle-

" cute any human being.
Erica Rae
Hiinois
m | 1 T
JERICHO 98

The U.S. government denies that there
are any political prisoners in this country,
but there are over 150 prisoners in U.S.
jails because they are committed to taking
action for social justice. Some have beemrin
jail for over 26 years, making them some of
the longest-held such prisoners in the
world. Many were locked up as a result of
the FBI's Counter Intelligence Program
(Cointelpro), developed in the 1960s and
“70s to attack leaders of the Black Panther
Party, the American Indian Movement and
other powerful social movements. The U.s.
government is determined to keep them
locked up. We are just as determined to

" work until they are free. Jericho ‘98 was

formed to show, as the biblical story of
dericho shows, that when we raise our
voices collectively, we can cause wallg to

come tumbling down. Join us on March; 27
in Washington, D.C. for a rally in front of
the White House to demand amnesty for
Political Prisoners. Call 773-278-6706 for

information. ~ dJericho 98
@
WAR AND PEACE

Paralysis is the key word to describe the
Palestinian-Israeli crisis today. Even the
liberal left is not pushing for progress on
this front, distracted by the side-show in
Baghdad. The . mood among: the
Palestinians and those who care about

peace with them is despondence. Jewish -

settlements in the territories are expand-
ing, the homes of Palestinians are being
demolished, bypass roads are being paved,
and all the basic human rights violations
of Palestinians continue. At the same time,
the economic situation in the territories is
worsening. It's no wonder that Arafat is
losing support in the territories — no rede-

* ployment, no peace, no prosperity. He did-

n't stand a chance with Netanyahu in;the
Israeli driver’s seat. Gila Svirsky
, - Jerusalem

skl

In the face of the mobilization of the
American and British military forces in
the Gulf, and the deft handling of the

media, the small group of MPs who voted
against a war in the Gulf need every bit of
support and encouragement they can get.
Tony Benn, as one of the veterans and
indeed an active serviceman in the Second
World War, is worthy of praise.

Pat Duffy
England

skakk
‘The drive to start dropping the bombs
on the Iraqi people has been halted at least
for the moment. But the Administration’s
determination to do it was so fierce it made
me realize that Barry Goldwater’s
Vietnam days ambition to “bomb them
back to the stone age” still lives in new

. dehumanized heads.

Determmed to stop them
Minois

NIGERIAN JUNTA AS PEACE

MAKERS?

The forces under the leadership of the
Nigerian military junta have finally taken
over Freetown, the capital of Sierre Leone.
However, we must never believe that this
has finally stopped the many years of civil
war. Taking over Freetown will only lead
to the intensification of the crisis. The
effort of the Nigerian military junta to
parade in Freetown as democratic and
peace-loving is part of their offensive to
keep away international criticism of the

- dictatorial situation in Nigeria. The claim

by the military junta that their effort is to
bring back to power a deposed elected
president is false and criminal. It was
these same military forces who still hold in
detention the elected president of Nigeria,
and they are the same people who mur-
dered the human rights activist, Ken
Sarowiwa. Nigeria has anything but a
moral claim over Freetown.

. BaKarang
. Gambia
: o
FIGHTING RACISM

As I reflect on my recent experiences as
a patient in a major hospital in central
Scotland, my memory keeps coming back
to the critical question Bob Dylan asked in
“Blowing in the Wind”: “How many times
can a man turn his head, and pretend that
he just doesn’t see?” I have been forced to
write about my experiences there.

I was shocked to hear the most disgust-

" ing racist remarks from a group of a dozen

men, shouted at a young African doctor
who entered the ward. When a. young
Indian patient was admitted in severe
pain some of the bigots shouted that “black
bastards” should not be allowed into beds
in a white hospital. Though I was hooked
up to some of the new technology on
wheels I went to talk to him and encourage

~ him to talk to some of the older working

men. When the worst of the racists were
discharged I began to sleep more soundly.
When I challenged an “educated” man
who had joined in the laughter at the
racist jokes, he said that “world fascism is
the wave of the future and we have to ‘go
with the flow’ before a more civilized world
order ermerges.” My motive in sending an
article on all this to the Herald, where it
was published, is to let it be known that
the need to combat racism is an urgent
one, James D. Young
‘ Scotland
sk
After the police riot against the anti-
Klan rally here, described in the Jan-Feb.
issue, the police called the tune and the
media danced to it. They covered up that it .
was a riot by the police, not the people.
One of the TV reporters acknowledged to
Memphis Against Racism that they had to
give out what the police told them, or they
wouldn't tell the media anything in the
future. ) Anti-Kian youth
- Memphis
sekok
The In Memoriam to Raymond Inghram
in the last issue reminded me about stories
he had once told about how he had fought
against anti-Semitism in the Navy. He was
the only one who would fly with a Jewish
pilot and was labeled as either a “Jew
lover” or as Jewish, himself. He said that
he would never deny being Jewish and if
the anti-Semitism continued either toward
himself or others he would use his fists to
make his point. It was those kinds of prin-
ciples he brought to all his work with News
and Letters Comlmtbees I will miss him a
lot. Terry Moon
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Since the UPS strike in August, we
had been working under an extension of
the old contract (until final ratification
Feb. 9). The UPS bosses have used this
period to try and undermine our morale,
scuttle safety procedures, and’ ﬁnally
force layoffs in order to thwart the imple-
mentation of more full-time jobs. We are
fighting back though with grievances,
jobs ‘actions, and union literature.
However, the absence of Ron Carey is
sorely felt. It seems clear that federal
intervention in the Teamsters union, in
particular, and the labor movement in
general, works against the best interests
of the workers. I want to thank News &
Letters for their fine coverage of the

- UPS strike and their solidarity.

Teamster
San Francisco Bay Area
. ek
A call is going out to mobilize workers
in every country of the Americas from
April 15 to 18 around this program: On
April 15, the same day the Western
Hemisphere heads of State convene their
Summit in Santiago, we call for union-
ists and activists to organize cross-bor-
der human chains to symbolically unite
people from the Arctic Circle to Tierra
del Fuego against the current “free
trade” and structural adjustment poli-
cies. On April 16-17 Teach-ins will pro-
mote awareness of the disastrous conse-
quences of NAFTA, and the MAI On
April .18 a Peoples’ Summit will hold a
mass demonstration in the streets of
Santiago, with similar mass actions on
the same day in major cities throughout
the Americas.. We call on all unionists
and activists to send us information
about the actions planned in their cities
and countries (phone: 415-440-4809; fax:
415-440-9297; e-mail: unite@ige.ape.org).
Western Hemisphere Conference
‘SF' Labor Council .
1188 Franklin St.#203
San Francisco, CA 94109

kg

CONNECTIONS

In 1992 Ross Perot predicted NAFTA
would result in a giant sucking sound
caused by all the jobs and money going
to Mexico. It didn’t fully develop at that
border but it can be heard today in and
around Huntsville, Texas. It's not
caused by NAFTA but by TDCJ, the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice
that operates Texas prisons. It is ranked
among the 15 largest businesses in
Texas, and one would conclude that the
$3 billion annual budget should create a
lot of jobs in Texas and nearby states.
The reason it’s not happening is that
TDCJ regularly ships millions of dollars
and thousands of jobs out of the country,
and it’s not because domestic industries
are unable to supply the Texas prison

- system with the things it needs. Maybe
someone should get down to Huntsville -

to investigate the source of that giant
sucking sound. Prisoner
. Texas

kok :
The article from Mississippi by Sarah
Hamer last issue showed workers’ expe-

_ riences in Mexico are remarkably simi-

lar to what is happening here and all
over the world. People think the U.S. is
the greatest country in the world but

she shows that we are all connected on’

the economy. It’s almost like nations

really don’t exists any more because we

all fall under the same order and that
order is capitalism. '

Young revolutionary

 Tennessee

150 YEARS AFTER THE
COMMUNIST MANIFESTO

Franklin Dmitryev’s essay on the
150th anniversary of Marx’s Comm-~
unist Manifesto shows. that neither
the Stalinist-type parties-to-lead nor the
far Right wing understand the
Humanism of Marx. Lenin, in his time,
wrote that none of the Marxists under-
stood Marx. That is even more true
today. Marx rejected what he called “vul-
gar communism.” To me, the two ‘capi-

talist parties of this country are really -

the same as the vulgar communists. The
American revolution stopped at the

“first negation.” The next revolution has
to be completed, or our world will be
destroyed.
- Retired auto worker
Whittier, CA

skekok

The way the essay on the Communist
Manifesto contrasted Marx’s concept of
organization to Blanquist insurrection-
ism as well as to utopianism sent me
back to reread Raya Dunayevskaya’s
Archives column in the December issue,

in which she wrote about Che Guevara’s-

isolation from the mass movement and
his substitution of guerrilla warfare for
revolution. I see this kind of attitude in
things happening right here in Memphis

today, where some leftists plan all kinds -

of activities and never even think about
the African-American population here.
The essay took up 1850 and the defeats

of revolutions then. We live in a similar.

time, rife with retrogressive tendencies.

Women’s Liberationist

. Memphis
. .

- THE GAY STRUGGLE

One of the things I really appreciated
at the Midwest BiSexual Lesbian Gay
Transgender Conference was the way
the struggle for a gay identity was being
waged within the context of a struggle
for a whole different society. Two of the

posters tell that story. One said:-

“Marriage is a white cake and a white
dress; it 1sn’t a challenge to white
supremacy.” The other said: “Marriage is
access to your spouse’s health care plan;
it isn’t universal health coverage.”
Conference participant

Chicago ‘

A ® :
A CAR NAMED TIMOR?

Guess what is the name of the latest
Indonesian car coming out of the auto
factory owned by the son of Suharte?
With all due modesty they name it
TIMOR! Who knows, he might also get a
Nobel prize for this. One does not know
whether to laugh or cry, seeing what is
going on all around us. -

Correspondent
. British Columbia

WHO
SUPPORTS
NEWS &
LETTERS?

The aspect I found most attractive in
the November issue of N&L I just
received was the clarity of analysis and
non-dogmatic style of your presentation
of these analyses. Here is my payment to
keep receiving it.
’ New reader
Johannesburg, South Africa

sk
Your paper is strong concerning the
fact that workers are the potential revo-
lutionary force to smash the rule of capi-
tal. You are also strong on the ABC’s of
Marxism and its Achilles Heels. But you
are too soft on religionists, nationalists,
and the union labor peddlers, and you
don’t point out that “oppressed nations”
are also class-divided. Come out swing-
mg comrades! Here’s my contribution.
Longtime radical
‘ Los Angeles
\ ek ;
I have just posted an answer on the
internet to the question: “Whatever hap-
pened to the working class?” The
answer: Some of the best of them are
writing for News & Letters.
Dave
Cyberland
kol ‘
Although funds are very hard to come
by, I want to offer a small token of sup-
port by contributing a donor sub. Please
give it to a woman prisoner. It is my way
of saying to some sister locked down,
“You are not alone.” :
: Male prisoner
Y Wisconsin -

READERS: Have you sent in your con-
tribution to help us keep N&L going and
to publish a new pamphlet on what its
prisoner author calls “The Grim Reality
of the American Criminal (In)Justice
System”? Your support was never
more needed!

- Books
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By RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

(IMarxism and Freedom: From 1776 until today
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(UThe Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism:
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Dunayevskaya
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and Philosophy of June 1, 1987," and 1953 "Letters
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By CHARLES DENBY

Ulindignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal
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0O € Lenin, Hegel, and Western Marxism: A
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Vanguard
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"A 1980s View of the Two-Way Road Between the
U.S. and Africa" by Raya Dunayevskaya, and "Black

Caucuscs in the Unions” by Charles Denby ......... $2

UHarry McShane and the Scottish Roots of Marxist-
Humanism by Peter Hudis .......ooovvenneiiiiin, $3

] @ Bomia-Herzcsovma' Achilles Heel ol
Western ‘Civilization' (Expanded cdition) ................. $5

UMarx's Capitaland Today's Global Crisis
Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Chiff
...................... SRR EOOOOER ORI |

OThe Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and
the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S..
by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya............ $2

U125 Years of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S.: A
History of Worldwide Revolutionary Developments

by Raya Dunayevskaya .........ccoeereerennnsuenines $1.50

(Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the
Nuclear World Since World War 11

- by Raya Dunayevskaya .......c.occcooicininiecinnciiinns $2

(1Theory and Practice, by Rosa Luxemburg

- First English translation........c.ccvnvceciciinn. e $2
" CNationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and

the Afro-Asian Revolutions ,
by Raya Dunayevskaya ........cccoccvuevuricrnnnee. . $1.25

(Frantz Fanon, Soweto, and American Black
Thought by Lou Turner and John Alan ......... S $3

UWorking Women tor Freedom by Angela Terrano,

- Marie Dignan, and Mary Holmes..........cococuviiuinnnns $2

UDos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya................ $2

UINews and Letters Committees Constitutionj.... 32¢
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U Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog

A full list of publications (many publications are not
listed here) available from News and Litters
COMMUILICES cvvverrreirieeisannerrienreesrnereesns 55C postage

ARCHIVES

U Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection; Marxist-Humanism: A Half-‘
Century of its World Development .

Full description of 15,000-page microfilm collection

(The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection -- Marxist-
Humanism: A Half-Century of its World
Development A 15,000-page microfilm collection
on 8 recls available from Wayne State University,

* Detroit, MI 48202 .....coviuiiieeeriviieecereteessenenns $165
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O News & Letterssubscription
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published 10 times a year (request information about
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-N&L is also available on microfilm from University

Microfilms International, 300 Zecb Rd., Ann Arbor,
MI 48106. N&L as well as other Mar\lst-Hummlst
htcmturc 1s available on audxo tape.
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Black/Red View

by John Alan

Last month, in San Jose, Cal., at a session of President
Clinton’s Race Initiative Advisory Board, William Julius
Wilson, professor of Afro-American Studies at Harvard
University, said that it was racism that originally forced
many African American workers to take low-skill jobs,
and has trapped them without opportunity to escape.

“There is no way to explain the disproportionate num-
ber of minorities who are poor without taking the legacy
of race into account—and the legacy of race is the urban
ghetto,” he said.

Wilson went on to say that the new contributing fac-
tors now keeping Blacks in poverty are the “profound
transformations in the economy, such as the decline in

Black World

(Continued from page 1)

had come to shape the political and religious thinking of
northern blacks,” since southern Blacks had “more deep-
seated traditions of active resistance, more far-flung com-
munication systems, and a more rebellious religion” (197).
At the same time, Walker recognized that “his freedom
was bound up with the slaves’ freedom, and that any mod-
icum of freedom he already possessed in no way validat-

- ed his abandoning the struggle” (40).

Networks of inter-communication were often strategi-
cally grounded in Black labor. For instance, Black ship
captains along the riverways of the South were slaves
who “often labored without any white supervision, were
gone for many days at a time, and had wide geographic
mobility” (51), so they could easxly carry news from port

. cities to slaves in the interior regions.

These Black networks often hummed with news of rev-
olutions. From the American Revolution, to the slave-led
revolution in Haiti, Blacks stayed abreast of current polit-
ical events. Hinks stresses that Walker’s voice emerged
from his vital engagement in a mass social movement.

“David Walker’s Appeal did not generate slave resis- -

tance in the South. The slaves did not need Walker to tell
them what they had been doing all along....Indeed,
Walker was a product of-their tradition of resistance
rather than the other way around. Yet the pamphlet was
a rallying point....While the Appeal did not make the
turbulence of 1829-1831, it did act in concert with the
msurrectlonary spirit, broadened its meamng” (172).

MOVEMENT OF IDEAS AND PEOPLE

This movement of ideas is concretized in the history of
the distribution of the Appeal. The governments of the
Southern states brutally suppressed the pamphlet. This
violent response by Southern authorities showed they
were well aware of the volatility of these ideas and the
organizational strength behind Walker’s ability to get
these ideas into the Black South. Contact with the idea of
freedom could not be halted, finally, since it traveled in
too many ways to be controlled

For instance, white anti-slavery missionaries, who

" were defending the land-rights of the Cherokees in
--Georgia, were “maltreated and imprisoned in 1829 or

1830 for having one of Walker’s pamphlets, as well as for
admitting some colored children into their Indian school”
(127). - Walker had drawn the obvious parallel between
white treatment of the Natives and Blacks, and “believed

- the Native Americans would probably be likely allies in

the struggle” (131). Apparently, Walker was not merely
hoping for such an alliance, but had a concrete base from
which to build it.

Walker understood the universality of the struggle
against slavery, being the first to assert “with such vehe-
mence...that the security of African Americans was in
jeopardy so long as blacks anywhere in the world were
enslaved and treated like subhuman brutes” (179).
Philosophically, Walker was absolutely opposed to the

_conditions which existed, and he knew their absolute
- opposite: Black activity and thought, which could “smash

slavery finally and decisively” (198).
It is on this point that Hinks falters somewhat: he feels

that “Walker’s revolutionary endeavor fell short,” when

the South was seemingly able to quell the fires the pam-
phlet had helped to ignite (257-8). But this takes too
immediate a view. In fact, Walker’s Appeal helped to fuel

-the slave revolts that culminated with Nat Turner’s

Rebellion in 1831, and the growing unity of Black and
white Abolitionists in the North. While the defeat of
Turner’s revolt was devastating, it led to the creation of a
new form of Black revolt, the Underground Railroad,
which was made possible by the same networks that facil-
itated the distribution of the Appeal. As such it repre-
sents a continuity and expansion of Walker’s ideas and
organizational philosophy.

Similarly, Hinks does not appreciate the feminist

dimension that Maria Stewart added to the Black dimen-

sion immediately following Walker’s death. Hinks concen-
.. trates on what he calls her “haughtiness” and “disdain” for
“manual labor (254). He misses that Stewart—herself a

servant—had a passion to break down the division of men-
tal and manual labor, for both men and women. Hinks
sees Stewart only as a representative of a nascent Black
middle-class. moralism, rather than as bold speaker

extending Walker’s work (see N&L, March 1997, p.2).

Despite these limitations in his interpretation, Hinks’

- intrepid scholarship bears stirring testimony to the cre-

ativity of Black masses. David Walker emerges as a social
individual who let nothing mterfere with his universal-
ism: freedom itself. —dJennifer Pen

“trict to help revitalize downtown Jackson.

~ that the white power structure in

demand for low-skill jobs.” To resolve this problem,
Wilson proposed, rather abstractly, that the government

needs to address the changed nature of the job market -

which hampers all races. And the best thmg for the eco-

nomically depressed Black communities is to extend this.

(national) economic recovery for next several years

In his statement about “extending econiomic recovery
for the next several years,” he was presenting President
Clinton’s political position that the so-called booming
industrial ‘economy would automatically eradicate hard-
core poverty in the African American working class.

As if to make Professor Wilson face reality, the Feb. 17,
1998 New York Times published an editorial under the
title “Black-White Income Inequality” with the following
information: “The income gap between black and white
families closed slightly between 1993 and 1996, according
to the White House Council of Economic Advisors. But
the gap remained huge and may have only temporarily
receded. Indeed, black and Hispanic families are further
behind whites than they were twenty years ago. The yaw-
ing gaps between rich and poor and between blacks and
whites are not going away anytime soon.”

The editorial concludes that “The plight of the low-skill
worker has been decades in the making and will not turn
around by the temporary flush of economic recovery.”

While it’s true that racism is a powerful social

"force in American society, which does hinder the

self-development of Black Americans, it is hardly
responsible for this permanent poverty in Black
working class communities.

The nearest that Professor Wilson got to the real cause
for Black poverty was when he said that the contributing
reasons for Black poverty were the “profound transfor-
mations in the economy.” Obviously, Wilson was alluding
to the growth of high-technology in production which
made large numbers of Black workers redundant.

Neither of these “profound.transformations in the
economy” are new, but are only an intensification of the
general law of capitalist production which gets its surplus

-value (unpaid labor hours) from workers and at the same

time throws them into the ranks of the unemployed. In
other words it is a mode of production which creates both
poverty and wealth at the same time.

President Clinton from the first moment he took office
became a political supporter and an unabashed booster of
high-tech production. He was the first pin-up President
in Silicon Valley and there is no doubt that high-tech
moguls have attributed to his policies the present so-
called booming economy.

"But African-American workers are still, according to
the old adage, “ last hired, first fired.” Black urban com-
munities are still grim areas of run-down houses with
alienated unemployed Black youth standing on the cor-
ners with no other alternative except to work at low-pay-
ing jobs or turn to crime.

President Clinton has called these Black youth
amoral and a drag on the economy. Henry Louis
Gates, W. E. B. DuBois Professor at Harvard, thinks
these youth “might as well be from Mars,” living
out of this world. Both are wrong. These youth are
indeed, totally in this world as the human results
of the werewolf need of capitalism to accumulate
wealth at the expense of human needs.

Racism, even when it is expressed in the racial division

of labor—is not the prime reason for Black poverty. -

William Julius Wilson’s racing economy

Recently, a documentary on PBS graphically showed that
Black steel workers, after having been successful in their
long battle to overturn the practice of restricting Black
workers to low-skill jobs in steel mills, found themselves
and white workers among the permanently unemployed.
At the end of this documentary, Black steel workers
became aware that their labor and the means of produc-
tion in the mills have become entangled in the world mar-
ket, as steel plant after steel plant were closed-down and
blown up. The “expanding recovery” Wilson referred to,
for these Black steel workers ended in desolated sbeel
towns and unemployment, even though they had won the
battle to be upgraded to jobs equal with white workers.

Toxic backyard

Memphis, Tenn.—TI've lived in the area around the
Defense Depot all my life and I've worked in chemistry
since 1964. ;

A drainage ditch from the Depot ran adjacent to our
property. We actually played in the water. We found a lot
of old gas mask canisters in the ditch. At the time we had
no idea what the mounds of chemicals inside the Depot
were and for a while they were left uncovered. In the
early years we didn’t have running water and took our
water from the water table, from wells.

Just before my dad died, I remember some guys com-
ing down dressed in protective clothing, taking tests in
the area. They didn’t tell us why. A couple of our neigh-
bors had kidney problems. One died from it. '

I read an article in the paper about mustard gas bemg
buried there. Knowing what mustard gas is about, that
really shook me up. It all started to come together. The
community had two meetings at some schools and the

‘movement got started.

I'm not totally sure Depot officials would have fought
us had it not been a Black neighborhood. I know a lot of
situations: of this type happen to be in Black neighbor-
hoods. If you're concerned about people as a whole, it’s not
one single cause that you get attached to. You get
attached to anything that you see is unjust. I don’t think
you can separate this from the Civil Rights Movement. In
the 1960s'T was very active in the Civil Rights Movement.

When our environmental justice movement was get-
ting started in 1995, the government was selecting a
Restoration Advisory Board [RAB, which is supposed to
“advise” on cleanupl. At one meeting they were talking
about a toluene compound, saying there’s no danger
because it’s in cleaning fluids. But you don’t ingest clean-
ing fluid! They talk about drilling wells to clean up the
water, but the premise is that they’ve got it contained and
know exactly where it is, and none of it has left the spot
that it was initially buried in. Some of the things have
been buried a long time, and they didn’t have chemically
resistant containers. A lot of them have probably decom-

posed and contaminated the soil.

From working in chemistry I have some idea of what
the hazards are. It looks like there’s a lot of cleanup activ-
ity but it’s strictly cosmetic. They said they neutralized
the mustard gas. I asked: what was the neutralizing
agent, what was the chemical reaction? They've never
given an:explanation. The very fact that they buried
things indicates that they realized there was a problem.

—Black chemical worker

After hombing, Jackson Advocate ‘still here’

(Continued from page 1)
Farish Street Black Entertainment District adJacent to
downtown Jackson. .

Stephanie Parker-Weaver, Mississippi Executive
Secretary of Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), charged that the CCI scheme, to which several
prominent Black politicians have also signed on, seeks to
“create a Memphis-style Beale Street entertainment dis-

Nothing on Beale Street is Black-owned
currently.”

The Advoeate joined with SCLC, civil
rights and neighborhood preservation
groups to fight the CCI plan. Mr. Tisdale
sued CCI in 1996 for misuse of govern-
ment funds, and amended his lawsuit on
Jan. 19, 1998—only a week before the
bombing—to include $30 million in puni-
tive and compensatory damages.

" “We don’t know who did the firebomb-
ing,” Mr. Tisdale told N&L, “but the fact is

Mississippi today is working very well
through its Black servants.” Ms. Parker-
Weaver agreed, arguing that “the
Jackson Advocate was firebombed for
one reason and one reason only. It has spo-
ken ‘truth to power’ for many, many
years—Black power and white power.” At
the same time she cautioned that “we are
not by any means saying that CCI officials and/or their
proponents actually firebombed the Advocate them-
selves or had knowledge of the bombing.”

The real question, says Ms. Parker-Weaver, is “who
would feel comfortable enough to firebomb the Jackson

- Advocate in the first year of the administration of

Jackson’s first Black mayor?”

In court, Mr. Tisdale’s suit was assigned to Judge
Swann Yerger. He turns out, Ms. Parker-Weaver said, to
be “the brother of Wirt Yerger, a founding board member

Jackson Advocate publisher
Charles Tisdale

of CCL Swann and Wirt Yerger are cousins of Byron De
La Beckwith, the convicted murderer of Medgar Evers.”
Wirt Yerger is a major figure in the state Republican
party. Judge Yerger refused to excuse himself from the
case, although that decision is being appealed.

Not until after the bombing were SCLC activists able to
uncover the actual CCI rendering of the plan for the
Farish Street Entertainment District. The artist’s render-

ing showed the site of the building housing -
the Jackson Advocate as the “Walter
Payton Club.” Among the detailed draw-
ings of Farish Street approved by Mayor
Harvey Johnson, the Advocate was
nowhere to be found.

Three days after the firebombing, hun-
dreds of Advocate supporters, some from
as far away as New Orleans, participated
in a prayer vigil and rally in front of the
burned-out - building. - A Jackson
Advocate Defense Fund was estab-
lished to help rebuild the Advocate; it
has already received contributions from
civil rights groups, women’s organiza-
tions, unions and individuals across
-Mississippi and outside the state. But the

-Jackson Clarion Ledger, the largest
daily newspaper in the state, has refused
to mention the Fund. Ms. Parker-Weaver
noted that “Duane McCallister, its pub-
lisher, is a founding and current board

member of CCL”

Mr. ‘Tisdale sums up the situation by remarking that
“Mississippi is not a government in the generally accept-
ed sense of the word. It is a conspiracy between those who
have and those who govern.” As for those who want to see
the Advocate silenced, he offers this succinct response:

~ “T'm still here.”

Donations may be mailed to: JACKSON ADVOCATE
DEFENSE FUND PO. BOX 2016 JACKSON, MS
39205-0291




MARCH 1998

NEWS & LETTERS

(Continued from page 4)

important way, this was prefigured* in the Taiping
Revolution in the 1850s. That is to say, from
Eurocentrism, Marx’s world view was extending to

Asian society, both Indian and Chinese. Even more .

important than global extension, as if that were nar-
rowed to geography, was the concept of the forces of rev-
olution, whether that be what he called a “second edi-
tion of the peasant revolution” as against the misused
and most popular phrase, “rural idiocy”; a.greater
appreciation of artisans, or pre-capitalist society [;] and
a.greater hatred for capitalism as against playing up in
the Communist Manifesto the revolutionary features
of capitalism when it overthrew feudalism.
t is fantastic, for example, for the [Women’s
ILiberation Movement] today to so soon forget that
not only the inspiration but the actual tactics of
revolt for the activist ’60s came from the Black dimen-
sion. And while not that direct a relationship to the
development of the Marxist movement in Europe in the
1907 period, it'is a fact that both the Black dimension
and the [Women’s Liberation Movement] that had
. begun as early as Marx’s day and had come to a tragic
. climax in the famous Triangle fire, was made an inter-
national holiday by the first German socialist move-
ment under the direction of Clara Zetkin. And yet we
find no hint of any of this in either the discussions in
the 1907 Congress or in the further development of
Rosa Luxemburg. It is not as unconnected as it would
appear to be, with the fact that she had what to this
writer is a fantastically wrong position on the National
Question. We will see this reappear again in 1917
when, though she hails the [Russian Revolution] as the
greatest daring act, chooses to criticize the Bolsheviks

[who were] actually carrying out instead of just believ- .

ing in the prin¢iple of self-determination of nations. On
the other hand, she herself turned to great new activi-
ty in women’s liberation both during the suffrage cam-
paign and in getting the greatest support for her anti-
war activity among the women revolutionaries.

The reason that it is important before we get to the
greatest period of [Luxemburg’s] self-development, the-

* A “?” appears above “prefigured” in the original text.

New Grundrisse edition

Otsuki Shoten, a Japanese publishing company, has
recently published a photographic color edition of
Marx’s Grundrisse, his first draft of what would later
become Capital. The edition reproduces Marx’s own
manuscript exactly, though enlarged in size.

Susumu Nakagawa, the editor, told The Japan
Times that “The manuscript is a precious piece of prop-
erty of humankind. I believe that there is a need all the
more nowadays to find out what Marx was actually
thinking or was trying to say by going back to history,
that is, to his original manuscript. I guess that in the

editing process for typeset editions of the Grundrisse

there were many interpretations. The exact copy of the

- handwritten manuscript will be of great help in inter-

preting Marx, because the copy shows crossed out words

or sentences and different words not used in typeset edi-
tions; and where Marx switched from pen to pencil.”

Nakagawa’s stress on the contemporary importance

of studying the process of Marx’s thinking stands in con-

trast to a general tendency among post-Marx Marxists .

to emphasize those aspects of Marx’s work with which
we are already familiar. The Grundrisse was first pub-
lished fewer than 50 years ago, in the wake of the
Chinese revolution, and an English edition did not
appear until 1973.

Otsuki Shoten is printing 150 copies, hoping that
research institutions around the world will purchase
them. Each copy sells for 850,000 yen, equivalent to
about $7,000. —-AK.
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From Marxist-Humanist Archives

oretically, organizationally, practically, and in the
development and rejection of friendships—
1910-1918—is that it’s no abstract matter to talk about
what is “in the air.” There is, in fact; no other way to lis-
ten both to the voices from below, to anticipate both the
subjective and objective developments, rooted in the
economic and political crises of the day...

‘Response from France

Paris—In response to the editorial, “The ‘Papon
Trial and French Fascism” (November 1997 N&L),
Vichy was not a fascist regime in the usual sense of the

term. As to the 1962 Demonstration against the

Algerian War, where you write that “Papon’s men killed
five white French citizens at a Communist antiwar
demonstration,” there were not five but eight deaths at
Charonne. De Beauvoir is always a bad historical
source. It was a united demonstration of the whole

opposition and of all the unions (except Force Ouvrere) .

against the OAS [rightist officers erigaged in a terror
champaign]. Everyone was there. For example, this
was the only time in her life that my mother demon-
strated. The demonstration was banned, like all
demonstrations at this time. The Commmunist Party was

very slow to get involved in the demonstrations of 1961--

62. It is true, on the other hand, that the majority of
those killed were Communists: they were together and
the police attacked more violently because it was the
end of the demonstration and only communists
remained at that spot.

These were not “white citizens.” If I remember cor-

rectly, there was a 17-year-old youth, a foreigner, and, I
* think, a Frenchman of Caribbean origin. Here journal- -

istic abridgment is the problem. Also, in the USA; you
have the deplorable habit of using your classification in
five categories—perhaps it is operative in the USA, but
it doesn’t work elsewhere! One never speaks of “whites”
in France. With regard to a racist murder, one says “a
young Frenchman of Comoran origin,” for example.

At the funeral of those killed at Charonne, there
were 500,000 people of all sorts (and very hkely work-
ers were a mmonty there)—it was above all an ethical
response. (My brother, a medical school professor, and
all his colleagues' were there. The churches were there.)

—Anti-racism actlwst

New Kosova prntests

Albanian demonstrators protest Serbian crackdown
in Pristina, Kosova.

Voices From Within
The Prison Walls

‘Where is the love?’

In the 1970s, Donny Hathaway recorded a famous

" song with Roberta Flack titled “Where is the Love?” As

I laid in my prisoni bed I thought, “Where is the love of
Black people for their incarcerated brothers and sis-
ters?” The sad reality is that there is no love for the
ever increasing prison population of Black people in
this country from their people as a whole.

‘Every year
we see on tele-
vision how'
Black prisoners
are released
from  prison
through DNA
testing and
other court pro-
ceedings after
serving  over
ten years in
prison.: In -
Illinois for the -
last six years,
Black prisoners
were found
innocent of the
crimes that placed them behind bars. In some cases, the
State Attorneys were found hiding or net bringing up

" evidence that they possessed that would have cleared

innocent defendants that went to prison. -

Where is the national outery by the Black com-
munities throughout the U.S. to investigate again
every Black prisoner’s case to see if wrongdoing
is evident! .

Prisoners in every state have lost many-humane
privileges and rights over the 1990s. Prisoners are also
the easiest group that peliticians can get tough on with-.
out fear because prisoners have no veice and do not
vote. Our people are net united nationally or in each
state to address prisoners’issues like disparities in sen-
tencing. .

Violent crimes, according te FBI reports, have
dropped for seven years straight, but Black prisoners
increasingly pack the already sardine-like slave camps

- called correctional centers or prisons. Should that tell

you something? .

Prisoners are the new cemmodity for big businesses
on Wall Street, investing in private prisons., Nobody is
going to change the massive incarceration of young
Black men but us—Black people who love their own,
who will fight for their own. As it stands, too many
Black people are brainwashed into thinking that all

" prisoners are gang mambers or drug dealers, the scum

of the earth. :

However, when it is your son, nephew, brother or sis-
ter, you see a different picture. We must understand
that what affects one, affects all. We have been educat-
ed to not love ourselves. Now, we must re-educate our-
selves to have pride in our rich, glorious history, respect
for our culture, love for self and love for The-Creator of
the Universe, and love for the prisoner—who is just like .
you.

Where is the love? Your guess is as good as mine,;

: , —Black prisoner, Hlinois

Welfare, ‘reform’ stress 'and hﬁmiliation |

‘Chicago—Tm enrolled at a city college to get an
advanced certificate in Computer Information. It’s a
one-year program. I could see myself getting into some-

- thing different if I knew I had the time. But right now

with TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families)
I have to get something that I can hurry up and get out
with and get a job.

But I'm worried I may not be able to complete this
certificate. This month they are making us re-apply
for child care under a different program called Day
Care Action. You have to take the “Responsibility and
Service Plan” (RASP) form, which you fill out with your
caseworker at TANF, to Day Care Action to be
approved. RASP is about what you’re doing with your
life to become independent, like job tralmng and edu-
cation. If they don’t like the program you're enrolled in,
they can deny you child care.

Wth Day Care Action, everyone will have a co-pay-
ment of anywhere from $1 to $200 a month depending
on annual income. The government gives you the
money and then takes it back through this child care
co-payment. You don’t know if you're going to get pulled
out of school because your child care benefits will get
cut. Or they’ll make you work and you’ll have to pay a
higher co-payment for day care which you can’t afford.
I don’t care if it’s $4. When you’re on pubhc aid, that $4
goes for something. They know we're poor and they
want to keep us that way.

They think: “We’re going to keep you stressed out
because you have to come to us and we can play God.”

Alot of times I want, to say the heck with it and go get

a job. But I know $5 an hour is not going to take care of
me and my family. And that makes me say I'm going to
'stay in school as long as I can.

Another form of stress and humiliation while you're
in school is that at the end of the month you have to go

1 Buren St.,, Room 707, Chicago, iL 60605. Telephone (312) 663-0839. Fax

around to all your teachers and get their sxgnature on
an attendance sheet. You also sign in and out at the
library, computer lab and tutoring center and at the
end of the month you get everyone’s signature. It tells
everyone: “I'm a welfare recipient.” You may as well

. carry a plaque around your chest. It's horrendous.

You must have 20 instructional hours a week to get
child care. So you have to write all your activities down.
It’s to say: “We need to keep daily track on you.” You're
like a little child.. Everywhe'ré you go you have your
paper and pen — “Will you sign this for me?”

You live under constant stress on public aid. They
keep that constant stress there to wear you down till
you go get one of those $5-an-hour jobs you can’t sup-
port yourself with.

—Distressed mother against TANF
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Stop ongomg U.S. war on the Iraql people o

(Contmued from page 1)

East to a state of preindustrial backwardness.
Hundreds of men, women and especially children are

dying . every month because of lack of access to food,"

medicine, and decent clothing.

It is therefore not necessary to wait for the out-
break of military hostilities before initiating new
protests against U.S. policy in the Gulf. With the
sanctions, the U.S. is effectively at war with Iraq
already. The sanctions imposed after 1991 simply
continued the war in a new form. This was recog-
nized by a young supporter of Voices in the
Wilderness, a humanitarian aid group, who said
‘at a recent demonstration in Chicago, “The sanc-
tions haven’t done anything to hurt Saddam, they
#nly hurt the civilian population of Iraq.”

-This is true, but even this is not the whole
truth. For the sanctions have actually
strengthened Hussein’s repressive regime.

- Along with embargoes on food and medicine
which have weakened the populace physi-
cally, the embargo on such things as books
and papers is a blow at the intellectual oppo-
sition far more than at the regime itself.

. In early February, the UN raised the ceiling on
the amount of crude oil Iraq could sell each year
for purchasing such items as powdered milk,
chicken and eggs, from $4 billion to $10.4 billion.
Yet this still does not come close to meeting the
needs of Irag’s 22 million people. Moreover, the devas-
tation of Iraq’s industrial base has been so severe that
‘it is doubtful whether Iraq can produce much more
thah $4 billion' worth of crude oil in the immediate
future.

Clearly, the sanctions have done nothing to hurt
Saddam or his inner circle, who continue to live in opu-
lence. Nor have they stopped Iraqg’s ability to -create
weapons of mass destruction, some of which—like the
deadly biological agent anthrax—can be produced rela-
t1ve1y cheaply and easily. Yet Clinton, as well as his
right-wing critics,. continue to illogically assert the
need to continue the sanctions!

A SPLINTERING ALLIANCE

" What is new today, as against both 1991 and the var-
ious armed attacks launched by Bush and Clinton
“against Iraq between then and now, is that the seeming
unanimity which bolstered U.S. policy on the Persian
Gulf is coming apart. -

This is reflected in new tensions within the U.S. rul-
ing class, as seen in right-wing critics of Clinton accus-

ing him of “caving in” to UN pressure for a negotiated.

settlement. Yet such accusations are off the mark. The
UN ‘today remains what it has always been—a tool of
U.S. foreign policy. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright laid out to Annan what he could and could not
offer to Hussein prior to his departure to Baghdad, and
he acted accordingly. Clinton decided to make use of
Annan’s diplomacy because he realized he lacks for now
the domestic and international support to launch a full-
scale war.

The emergence of new anti-war sentlment has been
striking, especially en the part of student protesters

filmed: on national news chanting “We don’t want your .

racist war!” For millions of Americans the legacy of the
Gulf War and U.S. intervention since then has shown

up the futility of Clinton’s policy. The 100,000 victims of

Gulf War syndrome constitute an insurmountable lega-
¢y of mistrust in itself. Added to this is the memory of
the U.S. debacle in Somalia, in which thousands of

Somali ¢itizens were massacred in a failed military.

operation to' capture Somali clan leader Mohammed
Farah Aided. The U.S. military casualties became a
huge embarrassment.

The “liberal” Clinton is himself a dupe, in a sense, of
‘the same kind of arrogance as his role models in the
Kennedy administration, “the best and the brightest,”
who were architects of the Vietnam War. The growing
popular disgust with the “arrogance of power” displayed
by the likes.of Albright and Secretary of Defense
William Cohen was clearly evident in those who shouted
them down at a nationally televised “town hall” meeting
on the Gulf Crisis in Columbus, Ohio last month. The
event shocked the administration, which had deluded
itself that such strident anti-war sentlment was a thing
of the past.

 Growing popular dissatisfaction with U.S. pohcy
toward Iraq, not only in the U.S. but worldwide, is to
some extent reflected in the growing divisions between

. the rulers, though they come from a very different
ground. These divisions are most sharply seen with
Russia, which opposed any U.S. military action and has

| Become increasingly cozy with Hussein’s regime.
France took a position half-way between that of Russia
and the U.S. in decrying military action but demanding
| that Hussein agree to the UN inspections. As a whole,
there is less support for U.S. military action in the Gulf
than ever before, with the exception of Kuwait, Israel,
| and Britain.

The most important shifts in alliances are occurrmg
fn the Middle East. Syria’s Hafez al-Assad, a longtime

‘ bitter enemy of Hussem, has opened its border with

| Iraq for the first time since 1991.-As one commentator

“put it, “In 1991, after the collapse of its Soviet super-
power supporter, Syria sought rapprochement with the
U.S. and saw Iraq as a threat Now it’s the other way
around.”

e R

In another first since 1991, the foreign minister of
Qatar, a small emirate in the Persian Gulf, visited
Baghdad in February to express his sympathy for Iraqg’s
position. Even Saudi Arabia and Turkey, firm U.S.
allies, refrained from granting permission for the U.S.
to use their soil to launch air strikes.

Women rally outside UN Development Program offices in Baghdad,
protesting food shortages blamed on UN sanctions. '

What the Gulf rulers fear most from any

upheaval in Iraq is the effect it would have on

their own restive masses. The most fundamental
fact about U.S. policy in the region is that it is
directed against the revolutionary tradition of
the Middle East, which has come to life over and
over, in Iraq, Iran, Lebanon and elsewhere.

Fear of new revolts explains why the Middle East
regimes increasingly indicate that they would like
Hussein to remain in power. As Alistair Lyon of Reuters
put it, “Countries like Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
Balirain don’t want any weakening of central authority
in Iraq.” As for Iran, “It seems keen on settling its dif-
ferences with Baghdad rather than trying to foment a
militant Shi’ite revolt in the south...Iran wants a stable
Iraq. It is very concerned about any upheavals and will
not support any Shi'ite movement, even if there is an
uprising in Baghdad.”

Turkey also prefers to see Hussein stay in power, so
as to prevent the Kurds in the north from being able to
attain a truly independent nationhood. Turkey’s war
against the Kurds of northern Iraq has been unceasing,

_ as seen in its Feb. 22 air attack on 7,000 Kurds trapped

between the Kurdish enclave and areas controlled by
the Iraqi government.

CONTRADICTIONS FROM WITHIN

The way in which the U.S. policy in the Gulf feeds on
and builds up the most reactionary forces can be seen
perhaps most clearly in the way the current situation
has been used to advantage by Israel’s Benjamin
Netanyahu. Even without the U.S. bombing, tremen-
dous damage, perhaps irreparable, has been done to
the peace process.

The U.S.’s callous disregard for the effect of its poli-
cies on the Iraqi masses has compromised its position
even with the most reactionary Arab regimes, making
them more reluctant to pursue any future U.S. initia-
tive on the Israeli-Palestinian issue. It is clear that no
progress on the peace process will come from
Netanyahu. He is making use of the growing expres-
sions of support for Hussein in the Arab world to argue
that any talk of peace with Arabs is useless, as it auto-
matically translates into policies that will lead to
strengthening those who support Israel’s total destruc-
tion. Many Israelis are complaining that the Gulf crisis
is paving the way for his reelection.

New expressions of militant opposition to U.S. policy
have meanwhile emerged on the streets of several Arab
countries. Anti-war demonstrations, some sponta-
neous, erupted in Egypt in February, while in Jordan, a
major demonstration broke out in Maan on Feb. 21,
which government troops repressed. Throughout
February hundreds of Palestinians engaged in protests
on the West Bank, which Arafat repressed.

Yet we should be under no illusion about the political
content of such protests, as seen in the slogan shouted

over and over in the protests on the West Bank—

"Beloved Saddam, hit Tel Aviv.” This was much the
same sentiment which predominated in the protests
which arose against the Gulf War there in 1991, send-
ing the movement into a dead end.

" Viewing the enemy of your enemy as your
friend, and limiting yourself to what you oppose
without ever working out a comprehensive per-
spective of what you are for, is not something
that simply goes away with the passage of time. It
is overcome only through a conscious effort, in
which the emerging struggles are connected with
a vision of genuine human liberation. There is
nothing about the present situation which makes
the emergence of such a vision any more auto-
matic than in 1991,

- For this reason, in order to project a.total opposition
to today’s drive for war, in which we oppose the machi-
nations of all state powers in the region, we need to
absorb the historic lessons of the recent past, by com-
ing to grips with a philosophy of revolution which com-

prehends this history.

An historic relation has existed between the U.S. and
Iraqi masses, who possess a deep revolutionary tradi-
tion. Yet whatever has been the attitude toward' the
tyrant Saddam’Hussein, U.S. support for counter-revo-
lution has been absolutely consistent.*

HISTORY AND RECOLLECTION

During the Iran-Iraq War, the Us. “leaned” :
toward Hussein’s regime, regardless of his use of
chemical weapons against Iranian troops in the

- Faw Peningula and upon the Iraqi Kurds of
Halabja. Over a million Iraqis and Iranians died in
the reactionary terror of that eight-year war.

_ When the U.S. turned against Hussein, after his
invasion of Kuwait in 1990, countless thousands
more were killed in Bush’s Gulf War. These deaths -
included many thousands of Iraqi civilians, coldly
termed “collateral damage,” as for example the
hundreds of women and children who died in the
Baghdad air raid bunker penetrated by a “smart
bomb” of the type Clinton is now relying on.

The Gulf War also saw thousands of conscripted
Iraqi troops who had no desire to fight against any
outsider and would have liked nothing better than
to turn their guns around on their own oppressors.
Instead, in acts of mass murder, these troops were
massacred by the thousands on the “highway of
death” leading out of Kuwait, or buried alive under
the hot desert sands by American bulldozers.

Shortly after the Gulf War the Iraqi masses did rise

up against Hussein’s regime. The ‘Kurds, Marsh Arabs,

Shi'ites and ¢ther national minorities; women who
armed themselves; workers who formed shuras, revolu-
tionary councils, all used the moment to rise up. The
response of the U.S. was a shift in policy toward
Hussein, seeing his regime as preferable to the “insta-

bility” which ‘a successful revolutlonary upheaval

would have brought to the region.

By 1996, Hussein was allowed to invade portions of
Iraqi Kurdlstan and hundreds of Kurdish activists and
militants were slaughtered. The Barzani faction of the
Kurdish movement, which began to have armed battles
with other Kurdish groups, helped pave the way for
Hussein’s invasion.

The revolutionary passions and forces in the U.S. -
must not be separated from those in Iraq or elsewhere.
That is the only way to avoid the trap of reactionary
positions—whether it comes from right-wingers like
Richard Perle and Stephen Solarz, who prefer to try to
corrupt the Iraqi opposition to the point where the cur-
rent regime could be replaced with one more “coopera-
tive” with the U.S. but no less reactionary, or whether

" it comes' from leftists who tail-end Saddam Hussein

instead of solidarizing with the masses of Iraq who are
opposing him.:

There is also the opposition to war against Iraq
voiced by a racist xenophobe like Patrick Buchanan,
who would rather turn his attention toward suppress-
ing Blacks, immigrants, gays and women in the U.S.
And there is the narrow nationalist opposition of Louis
Farrakhan, who embraces the bloody Iraqi regime in
the name of religion and, like ‘Buchanan, anti-
Semitism.

In combatting these and other reactionary tenden-
cies, we need to keep our focus on the new veices of
opposition to all the inhuman conditions of life in the
U.S. while delvmg into the concepts of liberation which
can move these voices forward. As Marxist-Humanists,
we have an entire body of ideas to. contribute to this
effort. Opposxtion to war which roots itself in these
new passions and new forces inseparable from articu-
lating the idea of freedom itself can begin to create a
real internatipnalism that includes within itself the
very forward movement of humanity, as a vision and a
goal. .
— February 26, 1998

*For the unigue Marxist-Humanist view of the Gulf War,
see the analyses in News & Letters in 1990-91, especially
“Iraq’s Revolutionary Hlstory” by Cyrus Noveen (December
1990) and “Bush’s complicity in Hussem s genocide” by Peter
Wermuth (May 1991)
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by Kevin Michaels

The system of capitalism has succeeded in extending
itself to literally every corner of the globe. But wherev-
er it goes it inevitably provokes an antagonistic
response from the human beings who are subjected to

the alienation inherent in the production process as :

well as the negative things, like pollution, which result
from it. One striking example of this conflict is the
struggle of the people of the small South Pacific island

of Bougainville to gain control over the question of min-

__eral extraction on their home and the larger question of
the right to determine the course of their future.
Bougainville, named after the French navigator
Louis-Antoine de Bougainville, is one of the most
northerly of the Solomon Islands. It is'a mountainous
place with at least two active volcanoces. Bougainville
has been subject to several colonial powers, including
both Germany and Japan. It became part of Papua New
Guinea upon that- country’s independence in 1975,
despite the fact that the people of Bougainville wished

Anti-war protests challenge Clinton’s war plans

“San Francisco—On Saturday, Feb. 21 at the
Federal Building here over 500 came out to protest
. Clinton’s war preparations against Iraq. It was amaz-
ing to see this showing in splte of a cold, hard-driving
persistent rain. ,

Nothing could stop us

from having our say after
this prolonged media build-
up over the impending war.
- Ron Kovie, the disabled
Vietnam war veteran and
author of Born on the
Fourth of July, spoke
about a new “powerful
opposition- to the illegal
and immoral policies in
Washington, D.C.”

Kovic also attended the
confrontation with
Clinton’s spokespeople in
supposedly ultra-patriotic,
safe Columbus, Ohic. That
surprise greeting revealed
the depth of opposition -to
Clinton’s - - eagerness to

unleash his new, improved high-tech war machine. The -

- bottom line of demonstrators’ opposition to Clinton is
the disregard for human life, in particular the Iraqi peo-
ple in both bombing and sanctions.

Demonstrators were well-aware of the long hypocrit-
ical history of bombing Saddam and controlling him
through sanctions at the expense of the Iraqi people,
even as the U.S. continually props him up to keep sta-
bility in Iraq or use him as a club against Iran. At the
same time Saddam needs an evil external enemy to
keep his ruthless totalitarian regime in place.

. In spite of all the media hype, the new anti-war
demonstrations show that Clinton will not have an
easy time in his eagerness to play Commander-m-Chlef
in an actual war.

—Anti-war protester

Rethinking queer activism

Chzcago Over 1,000 people attended the 6th

Annual Bisexual, Lesblan, Gay and Transgender

College  Conference at The University of Illinois at -

Chicago, held on Feb. 20-22.

More than 90 workshops covered everything from
sexuality to campus organizing. One workshop 1
attended was about Ford Globe (Gay, Lesbian or
Bisexual Employees), an officially recognized employee
resource group of Ford Motor Company, with active

“chapters in the U.S., Great Britian and Germany.
GLOBE is visible and active both in the community and
in the plants and is responsible for the addition of “sex-
ual orientation” to Ford’s non-discrimination policy.

Another workshop was called “It’s Time To End The
Gay Rights Movement As We Know It.” This workshop
questioned the current mainstream “gay rights” move-
ment and its focus on marriage and the military to the
neglect of concerns such as health care, 1mm1grat10n,
welfare, prisoners, racism and sexism.-

Many of the 100 people who attended this workshop
were struggling to find new ideas and questioning what
one woman called “the narrowness of thinking of our-
selves as only queer activists, as opposed to just being
activists.” Another woman said, “I always hear about
how many Americans get hurt when we bomb another
country, but I rarely hear about the pain and suffering
our bombs inflict on them. I envision a system where
this is not okay.” One activist seemed to sum up the
feelings of many of the people there when he said, “As
queer activists who want to address these other issues,

what should our focus be? Are there groups out there.

who are already addressing these things who will wel-

- come me as a queer activist? Is there a banner under

which all these issues can be -addressed?”

Unfortunately, I was not able to get called on to speak

of the “banner” of a philosophy of freedom and the
Absolute Idea.

—Suzanne Rose

Memphis, Tenn. protest condemns U.S. aggression.

Bougamwlle fights for independence

to either become independent or to be affiliated in some
manner with the Solomon Islands—with which they
have historic and ethnic ties. In tontrast, Port Moresby,

the capitol of Papua New Guinea, is 800 miles south-

west over the ocean from Bougainville.
Copper is found in abundance under the forested:
hills of the island and after Papua New Guinea’s inde-

“pendence, large-scale mining began. A huge transna-
tional company, RTZ-CRA, soon moved in and devel- -

oped a massive mine to dig for both copper and gold.
The people of Bougainville were subjected to toxic
runoffs from the operation as well as the accompanying
chaotic development which did not profit them whatso-
ever. An organization, the Bougainville Revolutionary
Army, was formed and began guerrilla-style interfer-
ence with the mine.

The conflict became a full-scale demand for

independence for the island and the giant mine -

was forced to close down in 1989. Sporadic fight-
ing against the Papua New Guinea government

Memphis —In concert with other communities
around the country responding to a call by Peace

Action, individuals and groups here made our voices

heard in opposition to Clinton’s plans to bomb Iraq. On
Feb. 11 Christian Brothers
University held an inter-
faith prayer service.

-Later in  the - day,
Memphians stood on two dif-
ferent busy street corners
during rush hour with signs
that read “Don’t bomb Iraq,”
“Stop the embargo, stop the
starvation,” “Eliminate all
weapons of mass destruc-
tion,” and “Bombs don’t just
kill dictators,” among others.

Our leaﬂet condemned the
w U.S. and stated that “drop-
3 ping more bombs won't stop
°3 Saddam Hussein.” It made
3 clear that we -oppose U.S.
= aggression against the Iraql

people, and also recognize

that “The people of Iraq have
no control over Saddam Hussein’s actions. Thousands
of Iraqis who rebelled against Hussein’s bloody tyranny
have been slaughtered by his regime, with the complic-
ity of the U.S.”

The response we got from those who walked and
dreve by was overwhelmingly positive. We saw little
support for Clinton’s plans in the mid-South.

More demonstrations are planned for February and
a town meeting to discuss the question is projected for
March at the University of Memphis. Don’t bomb Iraq!
Freedom for the Iraqi people!

’ ~—Anti-war Memphians

'On Marx and Bakunin

This is in response to Kevin Michaels’s article in
December’s News & Letters, “Marx and Bakunin, then
and now.” In the article, I was hoping ito hear more
about Bakunin'’s influence in the Spanish Civil War and
his specific ideas on what revolution means. I do know
that without Bakunin, there may not have been a
Spahish revolution. His ideas melded with other anar-
chists’ ideas for 75 years before the actual revolution.
Therefore, when the time was right for revolution, the
people were armed with the principles of complete free-
‘dom. And for three years the Spanish managed to orga-
nize work, schools, production and agriculture without
any big bosses. This is Bakunin’s contribution.

Also, you stated that none of the groups Bakunin
started are still around today. Many anarchist groups
had to go underground because they were banned by
governments and they feared the death penalty. Most of
the organizations that were founded in the 1870s,
whether communist or anarchist are not around today in

their original form. Bakunin’s ideas have lived on in

anarchist organizations like The Black Cross, Love and
Rage, Profane Existence and the newly formed Anarchist
Collective in Memphis, Tenn. —-Kind Lady

has dragged on since then, clalmlng the lives of
over one thousand people. .

The government’s intransigence became such that
last year, it contracted with an innocuous-sounding
company called Sandline International to provide tech-
nical assistance to its army. Sandline turned out to be
an outfit of South African mercenaries and Papua New
Guinea’s regular army was so outraged to discover that
its government had paid $27 million for the services of
foreign mercenaries that it led a massive protest in the
capitol in March.

The severity of this incident led to the downfall of the
country’s prime minister, Julius Chan, and the subse-

- quent election of Bill Skate in his place. Skate repre-

sented Papua New Guinea at an important peace talk
held in New Zealand in January of this year, at which"
Joseph Kabui, a representative of the rebel Bougainville
Interim Government, and Sam Kaubna, leader of the
Bougainville Revolutionary Army, both men with sub-
stantial government-sponsored bounties on their heads,
represented the people of the island. Although Skate
went into the meeting without stating a commitment to
put independence on the agenda, a reluctance that
another party to the talks, Australia, shares, the meet-
ing resulted in a permanent cease-fire to begin on April
30 and an agreement to convene again by the summer
to discuss the question of self-determination. ;
Joseph Kabui made plain his position at the talks:

“Let there be no mistaking the intentions of all
Bougain-villeans...of seeking a solution based on the
fundamental human right of self determination.”
(Green Left Weekly, Feb. 11, 1998). Sam Kauona also
made a statement reminiscent of Frantz Fanon’s asser-
tion that a national consciousness distinguished from

" nationalism can be the basis of internationalism when

he said, “Papua New Guinea should not fear
Bougainville’s independence because in the long run it
would lead to stronger solidarity among Melanesian

countries”.

If the people of Bougainville successfully achieve the
right to determine their own future in this world of
globalized capitalism, it will send a strong signal
throughout the Indian and South Pacific oceans—from
East Timor to Tahiti—that freedom cannot be denied to
even the smallest island nation. Those of us in the long-
industrialized lands have a responsibility to see that
this signal is conveyed around the globe.

Free Radio Memphis

Memphis —When the Ku Klux Klan came to town
and the police incited a riot, blaming it on gang mem-
bers and an “unorganized” coalition called Memphis
Against Racism, 94.7 FM was the only radio broadcast
station to defend the one thousand-plus peaceful pro-
testers. At demonstrations against the proposed bomb-
ing of Iraq, the staff and numerous disk jockeys were
there. Free Radio Memphis was the only station that
gave air-play to the voices of protest surrounding the -
toxic Defense Depot. Since its inaugural broadcast, 94.7
FM has been a constant source of leftist news and com-
munications.

Now, Free Radio Memphis is preparing for a ren-
dezvous with destiny, a.k.a. the Federal Communica—
tions Commission (FCC). The FCC has met with Free
Radio Memphis and has informed the station of the
illegal status of its activities and the consequence of
continued broadcasting. The station, run democratical- -
ly by a collective of 11 people, is facing anything from -
confiscation of its equipment to the arrest of collectlve
members.

Free Radio Memphis maintains that broadcasting is
within citizens’ constitutional rights and that the FCC’s-
nationwide crackdown on pirate radio stations violates
the Universal Declaration on Human Rights (a docu-
ment the U.S. has signed guaranteeing all people access
to all forms of free speech, including broadcast) and the
FCC’s own mission statement. A court battle is likely,
and the radio station has shown no signs of wishing to
cut off the power. Currently, the search for a capable
lawyer is well under way, and pro bono work is greatly

" needed, due to the less-than-comfortable finané¢ial state

of the station.

Any and all help is immensely needed and appreciat-
ed. If you can contribute in any way, please contact Free -
Radio Memphis at P.O. Box 102, 111 S. Highland,
Memphis, Tenn. 38111 or phone (901) 327-4174.

' —Midnight Rider for Free Radio Memphis

Zines express youth culture

The zine revolution has been a major force for many
youth of today. Zines are, for the most part, accessible
to reproduce. All you need is a local copier store. I rec-

ommend Office Max, because you can scam a lot with-_

out them ever noticing. Zines are a perfect way for
anyone to voice their passion for a better life. Kids
hardly ever get taken seriously, so a zine is a way for
them to take their life in their own hands and express
it through art and the written word. :

Be forewarned though. Before you go on a zine-buy-
ing extravaganza, know what you are getting: As
much as there are a lot of great zines: all over the
world, there is also a lot of crap. Recently Fact Sheet
Five, a zine which reviews other zines, has been
attacked because it promoted a child porn zine and a
snuff zine. People are urging a boycott of it.

The youth scene is thriving, you've just got to know
where to look. You’ve got to be able to recognize what .
we find important in life so that you don’t miss it. It’s -
like when my parents say, “Oh how cute, she’s doing
her own newspaper.” They’re missing it. The fact is
that there is power in expressing what is a part of our
kid culture, thinking out what oppression means and
what it is we want to replace it with. Whether the
kids are hip hop, punk/hardcore, anarchist, ska, tech-
no, or rap..the kids are doing something for
themselves. ,

I do a zine called Mons of Venus. Issue number
eleven contains an interview on revolution with the
News and Letters Committees Memphis local. You can
get it by sending a trade or $1 and two stamps to P.O.
Box 528037, Memphis, Tenn. 38152. —Youth



“

Page 12

NEWS & LETTERS

MARCH 1998

Our Life and Times

by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes

As the U.S. threatened war against Iraq, tensions
between Israel and the Palestinians, stoked by Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s intransigence
and double-dealing, reached a crisis point. As in
1990-91, albeit on a far smaller scale, embittered
Palestinians took to the streets to support not only the
Iragi people, but in some cases also the dictator
Saddam Hussein and his chemical weapons. This type
of extremely narrow and reactionary Arab nationalism

is the fruit of a whole series of humiliations of the"

Arabs by Netanyahu and the U.S.

These have included (1) the way in which Israel,
which has repeatedly violated UN resolutions on its
occupation of Arab land, has faced no consequences
from the U.S. and the other powers; (2) Israel’s contin-
ued building of Jewish settlements on Arab land, in vio-
lation of the Oslo Peace Accords; (3) Israel’s fallure to
turn over, as promised, large sectors of the West Bank
to Yasir Arafat’s Palestinian Authority; (4) a botched
Tsraeli terrorist attack last fall inside the territory of

-~ Jordan, the one Arab country that has gone furthest in

developing friendly relations with Israel; (5) the white-
washing of the latter by Netanyahu’s hand-picked com-

‘mission of inquiry; (6) the failure of Clinton even to

criticize Netanyahu seriously; (7) the insulting on-
again, off-again invitation to Arafat to visit the
Holocaust Museum in Washington, which would have
made him the first Arab leader to do so, with incalcula-
ble impact on the entire Arab world.

The Pope in Cuba

When Pope John Paul II took his reactionary message
to Cuba in January, he was visiting the last remaining,
nominally “Catholic” stronghold which still adheres to
state-capitalism calling itself Communism. The Pope’s
message wasn’t new in terms of anti-abortion and pro-
patriarchal “family ‘values,” curbing the “excesses” of
globalized capitalism, and returning to the “true faith.”

The Pope did endorse lifting the 37-year-old U.S. eco-
nomic embargo on Cuba, although he did this in an indi-
rect general fashion by stating his opposition to all
“unjust” economic embargoes. For his part, Castro
embraced the opportunity to share the world spotlight
with this Pope.

Whatever Castro’s opportunistic motlves we should
remember that this Pope functioned as the supreme
power in the church hierarchy whose “officials” often
abetted, directly and by inaction, the repression of oppo-
sition in Latin America. The greatest toll was not among

‘guerrilla focos, but among the popular oppositions,

including Catholic priests, nuns and laypersons.

It is instructive to revisit what Raya Dunayevskaya
wrote, in part, about the current Pope, shortly after his
election (November 1978 News & Letters):

With the election of Pope John Paul 11, the Vatican has
again plunged deeply into its professional anti-
Communism, this time aimed not just at Russia but
more - specifically and directly against the Latm
American liberation movement.

It is there where there is an ongoing Catholic-Marxist

- dialogue—and I do mean Marxist and not just state-cap-

italists calling themselves that. It’s in Latin America
where oppression by the totalitarian, militarist, reac-
tionary, capitalist regimes has made life so nearly impos-
sible. for the masses, that a great schism has been pro-
duced within the church and some of the clergymen have
been led to side with the liberationist movement. What
more “brilliant” move on the part of the Vatican than the
choice of Cardinal Wojtyla as Pope, a man as adept as
the totalitarian Communists in the country in which he
lives in using libertarian, sometimes even “Marxist” lan-
guage, to cover up capitalist exploitation.

Israel undermines peace negotiations

As the state of Israel approaches its 50th anniver-
sary this May, the country is frittering away the Oslo
accords, the finest chance it has ever had to make a
durable peace with its Arab neighbors. Until 1996,
under those accords, the Labor Party, led by the mar-
tyred Yitzhak Rabin and his successor Shimon Peres,
had begun to move, albeit too slowly and hesitantly,
toward granting the Palestinians a state of their own
on the West Bank and Gaza, in return for a durable
peace. '

This lost opportunity is not only the fault of ‘

Netanyahu, who all but promised to scrap the Oslo
agreements during his 1996 election campaign. It is also
that of Labor which, under Ehud Barak, has moved
sharply to the Right. Barak has expressed reluctance to
allow a Palestinian state, supported annexation of Arab
East Jerusalem, and opposed dismantling Jewish set-
tlements on the West Bank and Gaza. He spends much
of his time courting reactionary religious parties, which
form an increasingly large swing vote. This is why few

Opposmon in Argentma ~

Protest of Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo.

Controversy erupted and hundreds protested in
January when the Peronist president of Argentina,
Carlos Menem, announced plans to tear down the noto-
rious Navy Mechanics School outside Buenos Aires.
Menem said the government would erect in its place a
park and “monument to national unity.”

The school was used as a prison, torture chamber and
killing field by the military during the 1976-83 dictator-
ship’s “dlrty war” against the Left. At least 4,000 pohtl-
cal prisoners perished inside its walls.

Menem decreed an amnesty in 1990 for military offi-
cers guilty of the kidnapping, murders and disappear-
ances from that period. He has urged the military crim-
inals to keep silence, and was forced in January to dis-

" miss one of the most notorious butchers, former navy

captain Alfredo Astiz, who bragged about his exploits in
kidnapping and torture, and threatened the lives of
journalists and politicians who sided with his victims.

As with other blanket amnesties (South Africa and
South Korea, for example), the pardon of military and
political criminals does not resolve the contradictions. In
Argentina, the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo and other
relatives of the murdered and disappeared were the first
to oppose Menem’s plan, demonstrate in front of the
Navy Mechanics School, and demand that it be convert-
ed into-a museum open to the public, so that all can
know what happened in the “dlrty war” to prevent it
happening again.
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expect a serious renewal of the peace process even if, as
many expect, the 1ncreas1ng1y unpopular Netanyahu
falls from power in the coming period.

China workers’ prOtests

The ongoing Asian economic crisis has not yet struck
China dramatically. However, China’s rulers increas-
ingly are gonfronting protests by workers left jobless as
“non-competitive” state-capitalist industries are drasti-
cally trimined or shut down altogether.

In January, workers in Wuhan blocked city traffic in
protest after loosing their jobs through the privatiza-
tion of two'factories. In Beijing, textile workers peti-
tioned to hold demonstrations over job dismissal proce-

‘dures but were denied. Last December, hundreds of tex-

tile workers in Hefei protested against mandatory
retirements and layoffs.

The unemployment rate in the older urban industri-
al areas of northeast China now exceeds 20% and is still
growing. Two other huge state-run sectors, railroads
and textiles, plan to lay off 1.1 and 1.2 million workers,
respectively, over the next three years. There are an
estimated 130 million unemployed rural workers.

Jobless: industrial workers are being told by the
Communist Party to “emulate” their rural counterparts
who fled to the cities over the past two decades and
were forced into the subsistence service economy as
street vendors or window washers.

-German unemployed march

The movement of the unemployed which began in
France last December has spread to Germany. On Feb.
5, a total of 40,000 demonstrators, some of them carry-

ing French flags, marched in 90 German cities to protest
" the country s 12.6% unemployment rate. Turnout was

larger in eastern Germany, where a catastrophic 21% of
the labor force is out of work.

Neo-Nazi agitation has surged once again in recent
months. Fascists have attempted to create what they
term “foreigner-free” and “leftist-free” zones in some
urban areas. In Dresden in January, neo-Nazis marched
to protest an exhibit which documents how the regular
German army participated in the Nazi genocide. The
neo-Nazis had to face hundreds of leftist counter-demon-
strators, however, resulting in street clashes.

Earlier, in December, it came to 11ght that Manfred
Roeder, a neo-Nazi who has served prison time for the
murder of two Vietnamese refugees, had been allowed to
give a lecture in 1995 on Germans living in Poland and
other eastern countries at an elite military academy.
The military brass says it is investigating.

Zimhabwe food riots

Serious riots broke out in Zimbabwe at the end of
January. One cause was undoubtedly the unemploy-
ment rate which has climbed to 45%. Also, last
November, the government of Robert Mugabe allowed
the prices of food and other basic commodities to rise to

“market” levels, prompting street protests and a gener-
al strike!in December by the Zimbabwe Confederation
of Trade! Unions (ZCTU). This was the first time that
the semi-official ZCTU leadership had ever gone
against the government,

The January riots lasted three days and were quelled
only when troops were sent in. Over the past year,
Mugabe has attempted to blame all of the country’s ills
on the white settler community which still retained
ownership of much of the country’s best land. However,
his plan to distribute large amounts of white-owned
land to Blacks has faced suspicion on the part of the
masses, who fear that most of the land will go not to
poor Black farmers but to Mugabe’s cronies.

organization of Marxist-Humanists
that since its birth has stood for the
abolition of capitalism, both in its pri-
vate property form as in the U.S,, and
its state property form, as it has his-

regimes calling themselves Communist
as in Russia and China. We stand for
the development of new human rela-
tions, what Marx first called a new
Humanism.

1955, the year of the Detroit wildcat
.strikes against Automation and the
Montgomery Bus Boycott against seg-
regation—activities which signaled a
new movement from practice that was
itself a form of theory. News & Let-
ters was created so that the voices of
‘revolt from below could be heard
unseparated from the articulation of a
philosophy of liberation.

‘Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987),
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist-
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the

‘News and Letters Committees is an

torically appeared in state-capitalist .

News & Letters was founded in

National Editorial Board and National
Chairwoman of the Committees from
its founding to 1987. Charles Denby

. (1907-83), a Black production worker,

author of Indignant Heart: A Black
Worker’s Journal, became editor of
the paper from 1955 to 1983.
Dunayevskaya’s works, Marxism and
Freedom, from 1776 until Today
(1958), Philosophy and Revolution:
From Hegel to Sartre and from
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Lux-
emburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution
(1982) spell out the philosophic ground
of Marx’s Humanism internationally, as
American Civilization on Trial con-
cretizes it on the American scene and
shows the two-way road between the
U.S. and Africa.

This body of ideas challenges all
those desiring freedom to transcend the
limitations of post-Marx Marxism,
beginning with Engels. In light of the
crises of our nuclearly armed world, it
becomes imperative net only to reject

what is, but to reveal and further
develop the revolutionary Humanist
future inherent in the present. The
new visions of the future which
Dunayevskaya left us in her work from
the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in her
discovery of Marx’s Marxism in its orig-
inal form as a new Humanism and in
her re-creation of that philosophy for
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is
recorded in the documents on microfilm.
and open to all under the title The:
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection-—
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century
of Its World Development.
Dunayevskaya’s philosophic compre-
hension of her creation and develop-
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially
as expressed in her 1980s writings,
presents the vantage point for re-creat-
ing her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp
that vantage point for ourselves and
make it available to all who struggle
for freedom, we have published
Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo-
sophic breakthrough and her final 1987

Presentation on the Dialectics of Orga-
nization and Philosophy in The Philo-
sophic Moment of Marxist-Human-
ism (1989), and donated new supple-
mentary volumes to the Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection. News and
Letters Committees aims at developing
and concretizing this body of ideas for
our time.

In opposing this capitalistic, racist,
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden soci-
ety, we have organized ourselves into a
committee form of organization rather
than any elitist party “to lead.” We par-

_ticipate in all class and freedom strug-
gles, nationally and internationally. As
our Constitution states: “It is our
aim... to promote the firmest unity
among workers, Blacks and other
minorities, women, youth and those
intellectuals who have broken with the
ruling bureaucracy of both capital and
labor.” We do not separate mass activi-
ties from the activity of thinking. Send
for a copy of the Constitution of News

.-and Letters Committees. -




