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Pushing
drivers to
the limit

by John Marcotte A
" Here’s what my terminal manager thinks is a normal
night’s work: you load trucks for eight hours, handling
heavy floor freight, then you. take a truck out over the
road. And yow do that again the next night, and the
next.

This is because of this * comblnatlon classification
garbage my company-started. Instead of having drivers
and dockmen, most jobs are. “combination’” where
you're doing both jobs. This puts senior dockmen out of

- work. Non-union CCX (Conway Central Express) one of
the Consolidated Freight’'s—CF’s—non-union ‘“‘double-
breasting” operations, runs that way. They make the

~drivers load their truck, take it out and unload it.

And it was driver fatigue that caused the crash a few
“months ago, in Pennsylvania I think, where a CCX driv-
" er fell asleep and collided head-on with a Roadway

truck, killing both drivers. I have read in the paper that
the government’s own studies show most accidents in-

- volving heavy trucks-are caused by driver fatigue.

My terminal manager uses a driver as a casual, who
he knows has a full-time day job, to run loads to Penn-
‘sylvama and Massachusetts at night. He’ll bring this
guy in four or five nights in a row. By the second night
this guy looks like walking hell. He can hardly stand up,

- and they give him 65,000 pounds of truck to take on the
highway where you and your family are driving!

My terminal manager loves anyone who will work any .

hours, break any rules, act like there’s no union and’
come back for more. He tells us, “The problem is you
" ‘Teamsters make too much,” meaning we make some
- overtime and we might “book off” (take off) Friday or-

- Monday.
He’s got a big stack of apphcatlons from drivers look-

(continued on page 3)

| Haiti in the
{ crucible of

imperialism
: by Lou Turner

The Clmton Administration has . played the same or-
_der‘mongering role in Haiti in the year since.its invasion
and return to President Jean-Bertrand Aristide that it
now plays in the Bosnia crisis. That is to say, the “hu-

manitarian” goal of U.S. intervention to halt the slaugh-.
. ter by paramilitary and regular military forces of civilian -
populatlons quickly becomes the strategic goal of freez-
ing the status quo. Neo-fascist forces are legitimized as

- the “loyal opposition’’ to counterbalance the democratic

- forces that the U.S. fears will seek their own self-deter--

mination independent of the ‘imperialist dictates of
‘Washington.

. So runs the logic of this’ new pax Americana; so it is in
“Haiti. Allan Nairn’s reports for The Nation (10 24-94;

: 1-8/15-96) on-the U.S.’s foreign policy to destabilize the
-democratic forces in Haiti in order to safeguard the dom-
sinance of Haiti’s elite exposed a U.S. imperialism every
bit as savagely counter-revolutionary as durmg its Cold
War heyday. Not only was the CIA involved in the Sep-
tember 1991 coup against Aristide, and the subsequent
campaign of disinformation against ‘him while he was in
exile, hut it set up and financed the paramilitary FRAPH
to terrorize and liquidate Aristide’s supporters.

ficials for the return of thousands of pages of documents

cials say would help them prosecute human rights abuse
by the deposed military junta. The clear implication be-
hind. the U.S. refusal to hand over the documents of the
ormer regime is that they incriminate U.S, 1mperlallsm
in atrocltles agamst the Haitian people.

~~~~~

irt-poor economy is being channelized into the imperial-
ist designg of international donor agencies and off-shore
ultinational corporations whose vampire-like gaze only
ees Haiti as a source of cheap exploitable labor.

- The neocolonial profile of U.S.-Haitian relations is the

¥orld Bahk clamor for the privatization of state-run in-
(contmued onpage 8)

_ address Jan, 23, the Chicago Sun-Times summed
" up. his message in a headline: “Clinton fakes left,
.-goes right.”

- hard to put their own name on dismantling the

" -either kill programs that meet human needs or
.yield to Republican efforts to do so. Since takmg

cluded “Ending welfaré as we know it,’

- ing health care, vitiating affirmative action.

 grams. Reductions in ‘“‘means test’’ programs (if

_-a little over four times. o

- suing debate that he was defending health care -

"~ The latest scandal involves the demand by Haitian of-

seized by U.S. troops in the 1994 invasion which the offi--

he hands of its U.S. “benefactors,” it is because Haiti’s .. -

utlme of its “democratic” future. Even-as the IMF and

Clinton-Congress showdown
- exposes ailing state of union

by Jim Mills
The day after Bill Clinton’s State of the Union

Republicans watched stone- faced as
Clinton ran away with a theme contrary to Dem-
ocratic pohcy, untjl now: ““The era of b1g govern-
ment is over.’

.- Newt Gingrich and the first-term, representa-
tives, deceitfully called “revolutionaries,” fought

social support systems born out of the two great
eras of struggle in thls century, the 1930s and
the 1960s. .

However the: State of the Union all but ad-
mitted that the White House-has done its part to

office, Clinton’s “Republicrat” causes have in-
’ rewriting
labor law, curtailing worker protections, privatiz-

As last year’s budget negotlatlons opened; he
consented to fundamental cuts in all social pro-

you're poor e¢nough, you qualify) were six times
larger than those of the Reagan administration
until “‘compromises’ lowered that proportion to

Clinton"maintained the appearance in the en-

benefits for the poor and elderly against a Republican
tax cut. for the rich. At the same time, however, he had

agreed to accept the seven-year deadlme for a balanced -

budget and to employ Congress’ s trickle- down economic
assumptlons

Taken altogether, Clinton’s concessions exposed some-
thing of a confidence game being played by the two ma-
jor parties: Both White House and Congress have agreed
to end the so-called welfare state. Moreover, balancing
the budget serves as the means to annul what modicum

- of spending was left over after Reaganomics built up an

unassailable $5 trillion national debt, the interest on
which has devoured vast amounts of every budget since.

Federal workers in Chicago protest shutdown.

News & Letters

- Furthermore, the part of the budget covering defense,

social security, and interest on the national debt was re-
moved from the negotiating table at the start. Qut of the
remaining one quarter‘of the budget—dealing. with

“health, work, and children among other needs—are sup-

posed to come all cuts.

“SHUTDOWNS HURT

The rightward confluence of the Chnton administra-
tion with Gingrich’s “Contract With America” made the

(continued on page 9)

French strikes challenge retrogress:on

by Kevin Anderson

“Sohdarlte * Solidarity. The historic labor slogan ‘
sounds sentimental or even archaic to many amid to-
day’s corporate takeovers, massive layoffs, and austerity - -

econornics. Yet no other word explains better the recent
events in France.
On December 13, after three weeks of mllhons -strong

strikes and demonstratmns had paralyzed the country, -

forcing millions to walk because of a lack of transport,
the staid New York Times wrote that the workers’ ac-
tions had“created a baffling sympathy among the public
at large, despite the considerable discomfort the strikes

“have caused.” It was the conservative Prime Minister,

Alain Juppe, not the workers, who backed down, with-

_ drawing most of his austerity plan. As we go to press, a
follow-up round of labor demonstratlons has- been -an-

nounced for early February.

.. ¢ It began 'on. Saturday, November 24, when. several -
hundred thousand . .railway workers
. against Juppe’s economic plan. That plan would have

forced workers on the state railroads and other pubhc
employees to work longer before receiving full pensions,
increased paycheck deductions for benefits, cut the num-
ber of railroad lineés by nearly 20%, and ralsed the in-
come tax on working people.

In the next few days; subway and bus workers joined

the “‘cheminots,”” the railway workers. They then fanned -

out and convinced. postal, electric power, and airport

~workers to join in. By the following week;, university stu- -
" dents, who had already been fighting budget cuts, came
aboard, while truck drivers now began blockmg high- .

ways outside several large cities. .
At this point, the leadership of one of the b1g union
federations, the pro-Socialist Party CFDT, broke ranks,

-tacitly supporting the government. This had:little effect,

however. The strikes continued to grow. Workers began

~to shut down the major seaports as well. On Tuesday, - -

December 12,.the outpouring on the streets reached 1.7
million. accordmg to the New York Tinies. Some smaller

“cities: had almost as:.large a turnout as-Paris. By this'
_time, the: powerful teachers umons had also joined the -

strike.

demonstrated -

The next day, Juppe offered major- concessions. Wlth- 5, ;"

- out waiting for the planned December 16 demonstra-

tions, the. CGT suddenly ordered its railway workers
back to work. Traing and subways began to roll in Paris.
Still, on December 16, there were hundreds of thousands
on the streets, 1nclud1ng 150,000 in Marseilles, .more
than in Paris. In a few places, such as Caen and Mar-
seilles, the struggle contlnued a bit longer. In Marseilles,
the transit workers held out until January 9. They had

an additional demand, scrapping the two-tier- wage and:
benefit system put in place a few years ago for new em-

ployees They won, forcing an end to the two-tler system
in'Marseilles transit.

" During these events, much of the bourgems press, the

politicians, and some intellectuals such as philosopher
Bernard-Henri Levy or the editors of the-leftist journal
Esprit, acted as if all of this was a narrow,. corporatist

struggle by a “privileged” ‘group of railway workers.. o

_,Others such as sociologist Pierre Bourdieu spoke-at pub--

lic. meetings of .strikers to .express their solidarity.
Bourdieu and nearly 500 other leftist intellectuals; in-

cluding Samir Amin, Pierre Broue, Regis Debray, Chris-

* tine Delphy, Jacques Derrida, Pierre Lantz, Michael

Lowy, and Pierre Vldal-Naquet then signed a December
4-“Appeal by Intellectuals in Support of the Strikers.”
Youth immediately saw their own struggles for educa-

on December 12, thousands of students joined workers

funding for education. _
The same was true of the fetmmst movement. Accord-

(continued‘ on page 12)
ON THE INSIDE
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“tion and jobs as connected to those of labor. In Toulouse -

- at the morning demonstration of 120,000, then held one
in the afternoon around their ewn demands for more'
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Femmlsm Hegel and polltlcal crises today

by Laurie Cashdan
Many radical feminist theorists characterize the 19905

‘a8 a crisis for feminist thought. Italian feminist Rosi

Braidotti, for example, attacks the abstract, apolitical
relativism about . ‘“‘differences” * which has emerged
.amonga plethora of radical writers. :

““Difference,’ in-the age of the disintegration of the

. Eagtern block , is a dangerous term. As several feminist

Yugoslav phllosophers put it: when ‘difference’ is used

. negatively and divisively, a postmodernist attempt to re-

define it positively becomes desperate and vain. Frag-
mentation and the reappraisal of difference in a post-

“structuralist mode can only be perceived at best ironical-

ly, and at worst tragically, by somebody hvmg in Zagreb

not to speak of Dubrovnik and Sarajevo.””!
“+ ““Where can [a] new theoretical and political creativity
-be founded?”’ Braidotti' demands (p. 3). She asks why
“has the intellectual left...been historically defeated in~
favor of whatever brand of neopositivism or lukewarm -
- neoliberalism we are going through today.” . -
However, attempts by feminist theorists to answer the -
question, “‘where ¢an a new. theoretical and political cre-

ativity be founded,” have not necessarily issued a new

- clarion call for revolution—at least not the kind of revo-
- lution Marx called “revolution in permanence.” )

I found helpful in: thinking through these challenges ,

* Tina Chanter’s new work Ethics of Eros: Irigaray’s Re-

writing of the Philosophers (Routledge, 1995), a philo-
sophlc account of the French feminist Luce Irlgaray s

concept of sexual dlﬁ‘erence as a positive, urgently need-
ed dimension of society. Here I concentrate on Chanter’s
chapters on Hegel and Irigaray.

~Chanter argues that feminist ideals of equality with.
man. are Woefully inadequate in the 1990s. Her main
concernis that attempts to work out sexual differences
of women as a positive dimension for politics have been

“thwarted by fears that such questions rely on women’s"

supposedly inherent qualities. She argues that the radi-
cal potential of Irigaray’s-work becomes clear. as seen in
light of -its philosophic underpinnings in Hegel, de
Beauvoir, Heidegger, Derrida and Levinas.

Especially significant” is- her critique of 'Simone de

- “Beauvoir's concept of woman as Other in The Second
Sex, based on Hegel’s chapter in The Phenomenology of -

Mind on *‘Lordship and Bondage,” on the ‘““master/slave

" dialectic.” . Chanter argues that -de Beauvoir’s woman
-gtarts as dependent on man and never rejects this depen-

dency, remaining in a static duality in which the man is
always transcendent and pursues his own freedom while
.the woman remains dependent.. :

For Hegel, Chanter writes, there i is a reversal in the

" slave’s self-consciousness. After undergoing a life-and-

death struggle in which the slave confronts death, he or

" she has no illusions about freedom--unlike the master
. who thinks he’s free but whose “freedom’ is based on
_dependency on the slave. The slave then gains a sense of

independence, a “‘mind of one’s own,” through labor.
Clearly frustrated at de Beauvoir’s misinterpretation
of Hegel’s dialectic, and bothered by her failure to ex-

* plore what might result from looking at women in this

light, Chanter excla.lms, ‘What would happen if women,
rather than aspiring to the same values as men, took se-

' nously what it means to be women?” (p. 74) Impatiently
_criticizing those feminists who write off Hegel, she in-
. gists, “Precisely because Hegel’s confrontation with the
. tradition of philosophy was so dazzlingly comprehensive -

. - because he took the history of philosophy so seriously,
-~ we can learn from re-reading Hegel” (p. 122). And tak-
ing seriously what ‘it means to be women is' what she.

thinks Irigaray contributes. ,
“ However, what Irigaray means by women’s sexual dif-

-seems prescient. Hegel argues that for freedom to get be-

.. yond the attitude of bondage, it must first confront ob-
. jective reality. Otherwise, a mind of one’s own remains

“a piece of cleverness which has mastery within a cer-
tain range, but not over the universal power nor over the

. entire objective reality.”

This problem emerges most sharply as Chanter fol-

.. lows out Irigaray’s confrontation with Hegel’s writing on

- Antigone in- his. Phenomenology of Mind. Chanter ana-
- lyzes the cultural presuppositions about sex that underly .

- -Hegel’s discussion. She argues that Hegel so immerses

Antigone in Nattre and Family that she never achieves
full ethical consciousness or Reason, although her chal-

by Mary Jo Grey
A coahtlon of 21 feminist groups in Spain is demanding

" the expulsion from both their offices and their parties of
~ ~all politicians who beat their wives—including two al-.
“ready convicted of that crime. “We've known for years

that certain politicians beat their spouses, but the w1ll to

end abuse just doesn’t emst > said one feminist.
* *

~ Twenty-two women immigrants from China—some sur-

vivors of the New York shipwreck in 1993—went on

- hunger strike in December in a California jail. They were
' protesting more than two years of detention and ‘govern-
-~ ment threats to deport them. Ten of the women are

seeking political asylum because of China’s forced abor-

- tions, stenhzatlons and famxly planning laws.

lenge to Creon, because of his refusal to' accord her

brother a proper burial, leads to Antigone’s own death

and ultimately the dem1se of the state.
For Chanter, Irigaray’s analysis illuminates nothing

ased) social and political rights and duties that have tra-
ditionally defined this sphere, are specified further, in
terms of rights and duties pertam.\ng to sexual differ-

. ence” (p. 125). Anything less results in women merely

demanding rights accorded to men without developing
the radical potential of women’s historical difference.

Yet the new ethics elaborated by Irigaray in Thinking
the Difference: For a Peaceful Revolution (Routledge,
1994) doesn’t sound terribly new when it poses a femi-
nist - ethics based on the mother-daughter relation
against patmarchal war-like values destroying society. In
Irigaray’s peaceful revolution,” neither the “perma-

- nent critique” of woman as Other within metaphysics,

nor its abstract ethics of female valies, connect to actual
women in the historic dialectics of revolution.
Irigaray poses the positive of women by focusing on

“multiplicity, difference, and otherness.” This returns -

us back to Braidotti’s concern with theories of difference
that succumb to néopositivism or neoliberalism. To mas-
ter a new concept of sex/gender while uncoupling it from

the revolutionary dialectics of freedom 'that inheres -

within Hegel's dialectic, including in' his discussion of

~Ant1gone, leaves us again facing a crisis within feml-

nism,’

. 1. Rosi Braxdottx, Nomadic Subjects: Embodiment and Sexual
Difference in Contemporary Feminist Theory (Columbia

Umversxty, 1994), p. 146.

REMEMBER ROSA I.UXEMBURG!

Berlin, Germany Over 75,000 people man:hed
. Jan. 14 in honor of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl

Liebknecht, both murdered 77 years ago by the

Freikorps, the precursor to the Nazis. :

tis the need to throw
one's whole life on
the scales of destiny;
it's this passion for
revolution; it's the -
urgency to get out of
- prison confinement and
open entirely new vistas;
in aword, it's the need
for what Luxembureg
-called 'staying human,'
that characterized the
whole of her vision fora
new society." ’
— Raya Dunayevskaya from Rosa Luxemburg, Women's-
- Liberation and Marx's Phitosophy of Revolution

. Rosa Lus_temburg, sdf-po:ﬁalt

" have to fight for it.”

- To order, see ad onpage 7.

Delta union drlve

Itta Bena, Miss.—Workers at American Catﬁsh
are trying'to organize their plant again. Over 50 workers
have alréady signed union cards, and we have a rank-
and-file plant committee set up to help run the cam-

“ paign: There is a lot of spirit because the workers are an-
more than the need to “reconceptuahze the civic sphere, . paign. B

. so that the supposedly neutral (but in fact masculine-bi- .

gry over what happened to them in the last year.
Last year “American Cat” workers had a drive to sign

-up members in our local, UFCW Local 1529, and went

all the way to holding a representatlon election, but they -
lost. T thought we were going to win last time, but in the
last two weeks workers got scared and listened to prom-
ises from the owner, Solem.Scott: Scott told them that if
they voted against the union, he would give everyone a
50¢ an hour raise. And he made lots of other promises
too. But he didn’t keep any of them; there was no raise
and the conditions. in the plant are worse than ever.
Solem’s father owns Scott Petroleum, so you know. there '
is no shortage of money in that family. ~

Soon after the union was voted down, American Cat

~ began hiring. Now their work force is up to about 240

workers, nearly all'Black women. They are the last ma-
jor non-union catfish plant m the Delta, and 1t’s time

. .they were organized.

One ‘worker said: ‘I hope people learned from what
happened. last time. Management here will lie to you, .
cheat you, steal from you. They can promise you any-
thing and give you nothmg To get anything, we will
—Local 1529 volunteér organizer

Clemency for Garcia

"Chicago—Death row prisoner Guinevere Garcia, 37,
was granted clemency by Gov. Jim Edgar on Jan. 16.
Her senténce for_the 1991 murder of her husband was
commuted to life in prison without parole. He said the
facts of her case did not fit the sentence, but that she
should stay in prison. Garcia had resisted efforts by ad-
vocates for battered women and death penalty opponents

- to save her life and had waived heér nghts to appeal, say- -

ing she would rather die than spend life in prison.

- Garcia had suffered a life of violence, sexual abuse and
genital’mntilation. Raped by an uncle at age 6 and gang-
raped by neighborhood boys at 15, she began a life of al-
coholism and prostitution while still a teenager. At 18
she smothered her infant daughter, fearing the child
would be placed in the care of the uncle who had raped
her and grandparents who had physncally abused her. -

" After serving ten years for the crime, she remarried
her second husband, George Garcia, a man who had al-
ready beaten and mutilated her, but left him after two
weeks. During an argument in July 1991, he slammed
her head‘into a car’s dashboard until she shot him with

. a gun she carried that day because she was afraid-of him.

Women are rarely given the death penalty in the U.S.
Yet of the 47 women on Death Row today, about 20% are
there for killing their spouses, as opposed to 2% of men
there for the same offense. This indicates a bias against

- women who go against society’s expectations and defend

themselves. For battered women like Garcia, a life of
abuse has left them ashamed and guilt-ridden. Garcia’s
choice to accept her fate was typical of women who have
lived with continued violence. But Guinevere Garcia is
still in prison. Her only chance for release is through an-
other clemency petmon ;- - ~Sharon M.

‘Surface Tension’: A review |

I read Surface Tension: Love, Sex, and Politics Be-
tween Lesbians and Straight Women (1996), edited by
Meg Daley, hoping to find writings which, in crossing the

boundaries between lesbian and straight, create a new *

kind of ‘unity among women of all sexual identities.
Feminists have been divided along the lines of sexuality
since the movement began, ¢reating a gulf which not

" ference—‘‘what it means to be women”—veers away - only hurts our aims of unity and freedom, but limits our

.~ from Hegelian dialectics. Indeed, Hegel's warning about.
- stopping at independence or ‘““a mind of one’s own”

views and choices regarding our own sexuality.

Ann Powers of the Village Voice, raises Adrienne

Rich’s idea of a “lesbhian continuum” to show how strict

views of sexuality have limited potential for new kinds of
relations -among women: ‘“Through a litany of examples' ,

ranging from adolescent girl-crushes to older women’s
domestic companionship, we can see, in Rich’s words,

‘breaths of female history and psychology that have lain
out of reach as a consequence of hmlted mostly clinical,

N

definitions of ‘lesbianism.

Louise Rafkin, a lesbian, embraces a similar attitude: 4

“{Tlhe delmeatlon between straight and gay seems most.
bizarre; a harsh labeling that sorts us in ways that we
shouldn’t or perhaps needn’t always be divided.”

- Meg Daly, the editor, concludes that f‘ide’ntity politics””

of any kind ‘are limiting, The ‘writers in this collection
“have written beyond boundaries of sexual orientation

to further our understandmg of women’s ' intimate

bon

Daphne Merkm, while defending her reasons for re-
jecting leshianism, mcludmg offensive descriptions of les-
‘bian sex, admits she is “contaminated by a cultural out-

“look that casts my own kind as somehow deficient or

lesser than.” Her final question, ‘“‘have I chosen hetero-
sexuality, with its impossible anxieties, or has it chosen
me?”’ raises points of connection between sexism,

. heterosexism and sexual choices. If our sexuality is con-

ditioned by society, is it possible to condition our sexuali-
ty to suit our own needs rather than those of society?
I was disappointed to find Dorothy Allison, author of

Bastard Out of Carolina (a book I loved for bringing sex -

and class together so creatively); projecting a limited
definition: of lesbianism. Writing with disdain of *“‘politi-
cal lesbians” who choose same sex relationships for phil-

" osophical reasons, Allison contends that “Real lesbians
are not theoretical constructs. We have our own history, -

our own issues and agendas and oomphcated sex hves
completely separate from heterosexuality....I do not be- :

-~ lieve that identity is conceptual.”’ [Emphasis mine.]

By creating a definition for “‘real’’ lesbians based sole-/

Iy on mstilnctual libido and lust, Allison bars a range of
- possibilities for relations'among women. Cannot “‘politi-

cal lesbianism’” be one way for women to experience new.

. relations with each other? What gives one lesbian the

right to define what drives a “real” lesbian? Our desires
as women aren’t so simple.

Surprisingly, of the 29 feminist authors in this book
none mentions the need to transcend capitalism or patri-
archy. This book, however filled with poignant prose and
timely debate, leaves me with the question: we need to
be united, yes, but toward what aun" —Julia Jones

Vigil condemns Iynchings

San FI’aHCISCO-Protestmg the murders of two les-
bians in Oregon and a Black couple in North Carolina,
over 100 people held a candlelight vigil in the Castro dis-
trict on Dec. 13. This group saw a connection and linked
them to the growing incidence of hate crimes in the U.S.

The murdered lesbians, Roxanne Ellis and Michelle

. Abdill, were domestic partners and well-known political

activists in their home near Ashland, Ore. A friend of the -
women at the rally said they knew the risks of being out
in-an isolated town, “but they fought to be'a model for ﬁ
all queers living in small towns.” g
The Black couple murdered near Fort Bragg, chhael
James: and Jackie Burden, were two innocent people.
walking down the street at the wrong place and time. -
Three white soldiers shot the couple as part of an initia-
tion rite for their racist army gang. To receive a spider :
web tattoo on their necks, the soldiers had to kill a Black
or gay person. :
One speaker at the rally told the probesters that 72% -
of hate crimés are committed against people of color and -
18% are committed against queers. There have been 119 -
‘hate crimes reportéed in the Bay Area since June 1995, |
Toward the end of the rally; one.woman said, “Silence
cannot -be our main response to anti-lesbian violence.” ;
The crowd chanted, “No more sxlenoe' Stop the violence!
Queers ﬁght back"’ —Participant
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Buyout makes bltter end to Staley lockout [ Somerville flees union

Decatur, Ill.—Once they put out the old guard in

_the local, I knew the contract was going to pass. In the

voting, more than 286 chose to glve up, and 226 voted
‘against it.

“The rank and file has to share the blame for choosmg
to believe the lies, the lies about how this is all there is,
and ‘there ain’t no more, and the company isn’t going to
change their mind. In my opinion, we had Pepsi by the

_throat. We-could have won. Even the night of the voting,
people were saying Staley’s contract with Pepsi is up

" Dec. 31, Why do you think Tate & Lyle gave Dec. 31 as
the deadline for us to accept their last offer? And the
price of corn is going up. Staley can’t pass that on to
Pepsi when they want them to renew.

For the people who voted for the settlement, the de-
feats at Caterpillar and Firestone did have some effect.
They might have looked-at the UAW and Rubberworkers
internationals as big and powerful, and seen what they
did not do for them. Then they say, What chance do we
have against Staley?

In the bridges and buyouts, there wasn’t that much.
People ~with -the ‘85 . factor’’ —years worked plus
age—there’s not a -whole lot of them. If you
bridged—that was the buyout for people who didn’t
make the 85 factor—the multiplier dropped down to $22
for every year you worked. If you are under 55, it’s less, .
only a $10 to $12 multiplier. A lot of people were believ-
ing they were going to get severance pay and.full bene-

- fits, but they refused to read the contract!

Affiliating with the UPIU in 1993 was one of the
worst things to happen to this local. When it was hap-
pening, I was still in the learning process. If I would
have learned more; I would have said something then.
We found out later that the old regional reps of the ATW
had made a deal. There was the appearance of democra-

_cy—they held meetings and conferences. They held two

- or three at the AIW hall here. It gave the appearance of
independence. Later on, though, you could see it was a-
done deal.

" When we first joined the UPIU, we were already into
the corporate campaign. They said, You guys are doing

“the right things. As soon as the merger was done, the .

doors were shut and locked. They basically started to dic-

tate what we were doing. Our people put on a fight, but

in the process a lot of stuff should have conie to the fore.

Not every decision can come to the floor, but they should
have had an open discussion about control.

I was talking to some people. There are only 300 jobs

. left in Staley, but less than' 200 people'are going back.

~“Some of the people going back, I feel sorry for them.

(contmued from page 1) '
ing for work. Instead of yelling at us for taking off, let
him put some men to work. When I was a casual I de-
pended on guys booking off so I'd get a day’s work.

There are'so many people unemployed and yet they

want us to work all this overtime.

There was a terrible.crash of a propane truck last year -

on I-287 in White Plains, N.Y. Something like 23 houses

burned and six or seven people died: The investigation

turned up that it was driver fatigue—the driver had got-

ten two-and-a-half hours of sleep in the last 49 hours.

The company had put the drivers on a three-day work
.week, which seems to be the fashion now to save on
‘overtime costs.. But this is hauling propane gas! You've
| got to be crazy. Criminally insane,

What is the government’s response to trucking safety?
‘They deregulate the companies and regulate the drivers,
This new CDL license regulates the workers. You are re-
-sponsible for your log book, your equipment, the hazard- -
ous materials you are hauling, your shipping papers and

‘so on. All the stiff fines and penalties are directed -

against you. .

Government deregulation was and is aimed at break‘
ing the Teamsters, It has made a big impact, with non-
union trucking being the maJonty now. Non-union over-
the-road drivers are paid pennies on the mile. They have
to drive more hours than is safe just to make a living. All
drivers should be on the clock like we are. That would be
the biggest safety improvement right there, Would you
believe drivers who deliver gasoline are paid by the load?
The government won’t mterfere—that’
prise.

The truckmg compames are now lobbying (bribing)
Congress to change even that DOT rule limiting us to
ten hours driving in a 15-hour work day, saying that was
for the old days before “comfortable’ trucks and super-
highways. They want to be able to legally force us to

drive more than ten hours a day, mstead of having the

drivers fudge thexr log books.
What gives me some hope that we can reverse the alg-

tack of deregulation on our Jobs is that workers at non- -

union Overnite have been winning union representation

at many terminals throughout the country, and now
onway workers have started organizing in California.
Our only safety protection is our teamster contract. In
y case, when the terminal manager tries to have me
ork the dock and drive; 1 Jjust slow down I slow down

vertime to send me out often. "And if T do too much
vertime and I'm tired, I just book off the next day.

We have the right to refuse unsafe equipment, to re-
use to drive if we are fatigued,.and to book off if we Just
on’t feel good enough to come in and drive, There is
othmg they can do, and they know it.

“free enter- 7

They thmk the company is going to leave them alone.

‘One guy needs to go back for the insurance. They will
try to screw him out of his pension and severance by fir- -
" ing him. :

1 severed from Staley 1 wasn’t going to go back for

_chump change. That’s what people got with ten years or
~less. Others got 20,000 or 30,000 dollars, just 100 or so

people. ~—Less-than-10-and-out
- Basieally it’s the same agreement that we turned down
in July with some enhancements. They are going to have
30-day rotations—30. days on nights, 30 days on day-
shift—instead of three-day rotations. Still, they are go-
ing to have the “skill blocks™ which is just another way
of getting rid of people by having them take tests that

- Einstein couldn’t pass.
It will be hell in there for the younger people. I feel

sorry for them. One of my friends has two years until re-
tirement. He said, “I’'m going to try to stick it out for

two years.” 'You won’t make it if you’re fired,” is what.

Isaid. “Staley is going-to do what it can: to keep you
from. that pension.” That’s why I retired. I couldn’t
work with those scabs. The first time one of them got in
my face, I'd knock his head off and get fired.

Caterpillar and Firestone went back under an imposed -

contract already. At Caterpillar, they have a recall list of

" 188 and 17 people were fired in the first week. These
were people with a lot of time, fired just to take away
‘their pensions. My neighbor’s son says that he is not al-

lowed to talk to any fellow employees while he’s eating
lunch. They have to just sit there. It’s probably just to
keep them. from saying somethmg to the scabs. If they
catch you, they will fire you. ~New retiree

Ontario Federation of Labour workers on general
’strike in London, Ontario.

Dobbs workers fight back

Memphis, Tenn.—Dobbs International got the

idea  that since new union people were coming in, they -

would do whatever they want to do and have been uni-
laterally going against the contract. -

At Dobbs, where we prepare food for airlines, each job -

had a position: meat slicer, breakfast belt, prep table,
dessert table, first class belt, salad belt, and each woman
-did a particular job. The company took away the pOSl-

" tions and just called it ““cold food.”

They are saying: ‘“When you walk in in the morning,
I'll use you wherever I want to use you. If I want to

make you do another job, I'll take you there and if you’re

job isn’'t finished, then’ you got to stay here and work.”
One woman was so angry. She is 61 years old and had
tendinitis and they told her she had to have a doctor’s

statement to prove that she couldn’t dip frozen ice cream

which made her arm hurt. She’s been there 25 years and
her job is one that spec1ﬁes that she’s a special meals
person. She told the supervisor she was damned if she
was going to bring him anythmg She told him, I pay
-union dues, and I’m not paying them for nothing.”

~They discharged one man after giving him a drug test.
One result was negative and the other was so low it
could have been caused by takmg cold medication, which
he was doing. They are gomg after the people who were
the most militant.

They've started harassing the women, askmg them, '

‘“Haven’t you ﬁmshed yet? Aren’t you through yet? You

. got to speed up.” A few weeks ago the women started

fighting back. Most of ‘the new people they have hired
are signing union cards because they see just how rough
it is. We'll get there. Everyone is pulling together. With
this change over, we are feehng we might get burned,;
but if we get burned we’re going to be fighting!

—Black woman unionist
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Somerville, Tenn.—Somerville Mills' closed their
plant on Jan. 30, and moved this operation to Mexico. In
our eight-year struggle to get a union (United Furniture
Workers Local 282), the company played every card and
every one was a bad decision. They had to give us a con-
tract or move to Mexico.

They are offering management some jobs in plants 30
miles from here, but not the union activists. They feel if -
they offer some workers jobs, they will have to do it for
all the employees and if they do that we will carry the
union with us.

A lot of the workers feel if the company won’t do right,
then it’s best they move on. They won’t give us any-
thing. We accrued a week of vacation'in 1995, but the
company is offering only 21 days pay and no severance,
pay.

A new hlghway has meant a lot of jobs began movmg
to Fayette County. But the county executive is saying
those companies shouald make: the jobs all minimum
wage and keep hxgh wage jobs out because existing facto-
ries all pay minimum and would lose.their workers. They
want 1o keep all wages. at the mmlmum That’s been key
all along. -

They say we are unskxlled but the jobs: take a lot of
skill: you have to focus, learn the job, maintain quality
and production at the same time. They don’t know what-
unskilled is. We sew, inspect, and ship the clothes. Sew-
ing is the most skilled. The first thing they tell you is

this isn’t like sewmg at home. Unskilled is what they say
to pay you minimum wages. :

Some people worked at Somerville Mills for 10 or 11
years and now are saying they don’t ever want to go-back
to factory work. A lot of us have carpal tunnel syndrome -
and many aren’t getting medical care. That will put
them in a financial bind because they’ll be respons1ble
for those medical bills later. ;

If T had to do this struggle again I would. Untﬂ the
people in the communities stand up and ﬁght these com-
panies, they will continue to search out areas like Fay-
ette County and say -these. people. are unskilled, they
have no education, they have nothing and this is an-op-

portunity for us to make a fortune. The union is going to

be the only way the workers in the sweatshops are going
to have a voice. ~Black working woman

Kaiser contract battle
Oakland, Cal.—There was a lot of expectation and
discussion at Kaiser among workers in Local 250 (SEIU)
and Local 29 (OPEIU) as our contracts approached expi-
ration at the end of October. Now everything seems sur-
real. We're asking each other each day, as a Joke ‘What
is happening with the contract?”’ and the reply is “What
contract?”’ Since negotiations broke off, there’s been a si-
lence on the death of the fundamental principle of no
contract, no work. ~
It’s hke management is saying go ahead, keep your -
logo, keep your slogans and your shell of an organiza-
tion, we like it this way because we get to implemeht. :
what we want and you can still say you have a union.
Kaiser management now. admits they have been negotl-
ating with three local hospitals to contract out Kaiser in-
patient hospital care beginning with their East Bay hos-
pitals which they intend to close.

- Management talks up their own form of “solidarity” -
based on us working together as a team in order to com-

pete against the other sharks in the marketplace. Their
whole team concept hardly points to a cooperative re-
sult—it is either vanquish or be vanqulshed “Our team
means your survival.”

Management’s concept of the tearn is that you're the
mule, he’s the driver, and everyone else on the road
must be crushed. The: labor leader’s concept is that
you're the soldiers, he’s the general, and all the unem-
ployed are just collateral damage. What is our concept of -
team? Our concept of team and cooperation is based on "
providing what is best for patients, not the world of cost-
benefit analysis which treats health care as overhead. - . -

Rank-and-filers question the direction the union is
taking in this time of permanent restructuring. I have
heard that Local 250 wants to recommend “‘alternative
labor relations models” with a “Joint Training Institute
on Union-Management Relations.” 1 am trembling at
the thought that this may be the beginning of disman-
tling seniority as we know it, basic historical rights of -
union workers. If the basic union perogative of striking

_isout. the window forever, what are we left with?

—Kaiser worker

[ ¥ : ¥ .
Strikers’ Detroit Journal

Detroit—A variety of actions by strikers from The
Detroit News and Free Press and their supporters has
continued in the six-month-old strike: massing to block
distribution of the Sunday editions, leafletting car deal-
ers and other major advertisers and calling for a boycott
of companies like K Mart who do advertise with the De-
troit Newspaper Agency, and selling and distributing the
Detroit Sunday Journal, produced by strikers.

Meanwhile, the Natlonal Labor Relations Board has
brokered an “agreement’’ under pressure from the De-
troit Newspapers Agency that the unions “refrain from
violence.”” The unions hope to bring the company before

the board because negotiations have been, at a standstill

for months because of the company’s refusal to bargain.

- For information on how to support the strike, contact
strlke headquarters -at (810). 268-4036, or the Detroit
Sunday Journal at (313) 567-9898, 3100 E. Jefferson,
Detroit M1 48207. '=N&L Committee Meinber
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From the ertings of Raya Dunayevskaya
MARXIST—HUMANIST
ARCHIVES :

~the "level of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, and

Editor’s note

African-American History Month 1996 -finds Black
America at a significant crossroad and the American
Left in unprecedented disarray. Because 1995-96
- marks the 40th anniversary of the Montgomery Bus |

Boycott, this month. we reprint excerpts from Raya
Dunayevskaya’s Marxism and Freedom (1958)—the
section titled “Toward a New Unity of Theory and
Practice in the Abolitionist and Marxist Tradition.”
She was first to see in the Montgomery Bus Boycott
the birth of a new kind of Black social movement in
‘the U.S., which she held represented a movement
from practice. which was itself a form of theory.
Along with raising the significance of the Boycott to

pointing to the two-way road between the U.S. and
the African Revolution that the Baoycott opened up,.
Dunayevskaya dug into the philosophic meaning of
“*the organizational form and development of the Boy-
- cott. To read this section of Marxism and Freedom in
its full context, see chapter 16, “Automation and the
New Humanism,” pp. 266-287

‘The American intellectual has one tralt in common

with all intellectuals: he looks down upon the native

working class as “backward.” But while the Communist

Party of the United States took over the American intel-
lectual bodily, emotionally and financially, it remained

- without . serious roots  among the American working

class. The intellectuals have left the Communist Party
and'its many fronts since then (not always for the most
principled reasons). But they expose themselves current-
ly as still rudderless on the one question where Ameri-
can politics has always been expressed in its sharpest
form—the Negro question.

1956 opened a new stage in the Negro struggle for

freedom. The fight down South was proceeding along

. two fronts: (1) school integration; and (2) the bus boy-

cotts. Immedlately, the ““cultured” South asked for ‘“un-
derstanding.” Life magazine, so busy selling “the Ameri-
can way of life”’ abroad, responded by leading the battle
of the “Northern’” magazines to sell “the Southern way
of life.”” The novelist, William Faulkner, struck the first
and most telling blow by announcing that he would be

~willing to spill Negro blood to maintain the “Southern

way of life.”’!

Oppression has ever worn a white face down South,
and now, -so does the degeneration of its “culture. "

‘Where, in this, are the.intellectuals, North or South,

who oppose this cultured blood-brother of Senator East-
land,. the Nobel prize winner, William Faulkner? No
doubt ‘there are many. Where they do not keep quiet,
however, they write for little journals read by radicals

who need no convincing, Despite the shabby role of the -

American Communists on the Negro Question,? these in-
tellectuals are ready to be sucked into another popular

" front; Yet it is not for want of American tradition. One

of the most glorious pages in American history was writ-
ten by the white intellectual, precisely on the Negro
Question, i in that very critical penod preceding the Civil
War.

- ..'The Abohtmmsts arose in America and out of America,

‘

out of its genius, with no assistance from any foreign

tradition. At the same time, the masthead of William

Lloyd Garrison’s Liberator read: “The World Is My
Country.” The Abolitionists added a dimension to the
very concept of intellectual by consciously choosing to be
the means by which a social movement—the movement

~ " of the slaves for freedom—expressed itself. The intellec-

tuals of today are busy telling us how the Communists
pervert history, which is true enough. But wherein is the
difference between ' 'Russians leaving out the role of
Trotsky in the 1917 [Russian] Revolution, and the
American texthooks which do not even mention Wendell
Phillips?® Where a Faulkner today does a lot of double-

talking about being “morally’” against segregation but

being non-hesitant to spill the blood to preserve the al-

~leged * underdog”—-“the Southern way of life”’ —here is

1. Mr Faulkner’s later demal that he had said “if I had to
choose between. the United States and Mississippi; I would
choose Mississippi even to going out and shooting Negroes in
the street” is even more barbaric than his original statement.

A “Of course I didn’t say that,” reads the U.P. dispatch of March

16, 1956 from Oxford, Miss., “because I don’t believe it’s come
to that.” But just in order to make sure where he will be when
it does “come to that,” he used all his fictional skill to rewrite

“history and make “that white embattled minority who are our
- blood and kin’" appear as the “underdog.”” It appears that after

centuries of being the oppressors as well as the provocateurs of
a Civil War these “underdogs’” must be allowed to work their
way out “morally.” (See the original interview Faulkner gave
Russell Warren Howe, New York correspondent for the London
Sunday Times, Feb. 21, 1956, published in The Reporter,
March 22, 1956; then hls statement of being “grossly misquot-
ed’” to the U. P., March 16, 1956; both reprinted in The Mont-
gomery Advertiser, Montgomery, Ala., March 17, 1956. Also
“A Letter to the North” by William Faulkner in Life, March 5,
1956).

‘2. Nothing is more ludicrous in this shabby role than their veer-
ing between the two extremes, depending on which wind blows
from the Kremlin: (1) of reducing the Negro question to the ab-
surdity of demanding “for” the Negroes’ ‘‘Self-Determination
in the ‘Black Belt;” and (2) asking the Negroes to forget their
fight for democratic rights the minute Russia became an ally of
America during World War II.

3. 1958 finally saw the publication of a biography of Phillips.
Prophet of Liberty: the Life and Times of Wendell Phillips,

- by Oscar Sherwin, Bookman Associates, New York.

‘Montgomery Bus Boycott and

what Phillips had to say of the Southern way of life:

And by the South I mean likewise a principle, and not
a locality, an element of civil life, in fourteen rebellious
states. I mean an element which, like the days of Queen
Mary and the Inquisition, cannot tolerate free speech,
and punishes it with the stake. I mean the aristocracy of
the skin, which considers the Declaration of Indepen-
dence a sham' and democracy a snare—which believes
that one third of the race is born booted and spurred,
and the other two thirds ready saddled for that third to
ride. I mean a civilization which prohibits the Bible by
statute to every sixth man of its community, and puts a

- matron in a felon’s cell for teaching a black sister to

read. I mean the intellectual, social aristocratic South—
the thing that manifests itself by barbarism and the
bowie-knife, by bullying and lynch-law, by ignorance and
idleness, by the claim of one man to own his brother, by
statutes making it penal for the State of Massachusetts

" to bring an action in her courts, by statutes, standing on

the books of Georgia today, offering five thousand dol-
lars for the head of William Lloyd Garrison. That South
is to be annihilated. (Loud applause.) The totality of my
common sense—or whatever you may call it—is this, all
summed up in one word: This country will never know
peace nor union until the South (using the word in the
sense I have described) is annihilated, and the North is
.spread over it...Our struggle therefore is between bar-
barism and civilization.

The struggle for the minds of men today cannot be
won by hollow slogans for democracy. The Europeans
have seen too much of life since 1914. They aren’t buy-
ing the Voice of America culture, and for good reason.
They know the Negro—not only his great contributions

to -American culture, from jazz to historical writing. .

They know what he is doing presently. There is the
forceful voice of the Alabama Negroes who have taken
the matter of their freedom into their own hands and
have never let go in all these months.

Because the spontaneity of the walkout and the organ-
ization of their forces to keep up the boycott was a si-
multaneous action it is here that we can see what is tru-
ly historic and contains our future. Just watch how they
have never let anything slip out of their hands during
the boycott: =

(1) They have been in continuous session: daily there
are small meetings; three times weekly, mass meetings;
at all times the new relationships.

(2) The decision is always their own. When the State
Supreme Court handed down its decision against segre-

- gated buses and the bus company, hungry for their prof-

its, hung up notices they would obey decisions, the Ne-
groes said: We also asked for Negro bus drivers. To the
city fathers, who proclaim segregation as the “Southern
way of life,”’ they, as Southerners, said that if they never

. ride the buses it will be soon enough.

'(3) The organization of their own transportatlon,
without either boss or political supervision, is a model.

Clearly, the greatest thing of all in this Montgomery,
Alabama, spontaneous organization was its own working
existence.

When Faulkner is the man whom Eisenhower asks to
form a new organization of intellectuals to tell Europe-
‘ans about American democracy and the other American
intellectuals bear this silently, Europeans know ‘that
courage does not come out of thin air but out of convic-
tion that you-are part of and represent the wave of the
future—as the Negro struggle for freedom does and the
“Southern way of life” does not. Under such. circum-
stances the American intellectual stru ggle to win the
mind of man can only be presumptuous. Thus in society
as a whole, as in production, the crisis is total.

Our point of departure has always been productxon V

only because to see the crisis in productlon means to un-

4. The only thmg that tops Henry Luce S attempt to sell “the

American way of life” abroad is the bombastic presumptuous- -

ness of his high-powered publicity attempt to sell the American
public Djilas’s The New Class as something “that will rock
Marxism.”

~ the American Roots of Mamsm

1956

Harvey Dinnerstein,

derstand it everywhere else. Failure to see it in produc-
tion means inability to understand the crisis anywhere.
This does not mean that the crisis of our age is “limited”
to produetion. Our age has rightly been characterized as
the crisig.of the mind. It is precisely the totality of the
crisis that compels philosophy, a total outlook. But the
American intellectual has failed signally to grasp such a
total outlook. He is a man divided a dozen ways and is
furthest removed from reality....

Intellectual growth will ﬁrst begin when new ground
is broken. The elements of the new society present in the
old are everywhere in evidence in the thoughts and lives’
of the working class, Where the workers think their own
thoughts, there must be the intellectual to absorb the
new impulses. Outside of that there can be no serious
theory. Philosophy springs from the empirical sciences
and actual life, but incorporation of these laws and gen-
eralizations into philosophy, Hegel showed, “implies a
compulsion of thought itself to proceed to these concrete. |
truths.” Hegel knew whereof he spoke when he told the -
intellectuals of his day that ‘“‘the sense of bondage
springs from inability to surmount the antithesis, and
from looking at what is-and what hap gens as contradic-
tory to what ought to be and happen.”

The modern intellectuals will lose their sense of gullt
and bondage when they will react to “the compulsion of
thought to proceed to these concrete truths”—the ac-

. tions of the Negro school children in Little Rock, Arkan-

sas, to break down segregation, the wildcats in Detroit
for a different kind of labor than that under present-day
Automation, the struggles the world over for freedom.
The alignment precisely with such struggles in the days
of the Abolitionists and of Marx is what gave these intel-
lectuals that extra dimension as theoreticians and as hu-
man beings which enabled them to become patt of the
new society. It will do so again. Once the intellectual ac-

‘cepts the challenge of the times, then the ideal and the

real are seen to be not far apart The worker is right
when he demands that work be ‘‘completely different,
and not separated: from.life itself,” and that “‘thinking

" and doing be united.”” ‘Once the theoretician has caught

this, just this impulse from the worker, his work does
not end. It first then begins. A new unity of theory and
practice can evolve only when the movement from theo-
ry to practice meets the movement from practice to theo-
ry. The totality of the world crisis has a new form—fear
at the “beep-beep”” from the new man-made moon. The
American rush “to catch up’” with the sputnik, like the
Russian determination to be the first to launch the satel-
lite, is ngot in the interest of “‘pure science” but for the
purpose: of total war. Launching satellites into outer -
space. cannot solve the problems of this earth. The chal-

- lenge of our times is not to machines, but to men. Inter-

continental missiles can destroy mankind, they cannot
solve its human rélations. The creation of a new. society
remains the human endeavor. The totality of the crisis
demands, and will create, a total solution. It can be noth-
ing short of a New Humamsm

5. Hegel's {Smaller] Logic, paragraph 147, p 269.
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- bySheila Fuller
“At-a time when capxtahsm is deflecting attention from

its deep structural crises by scapegoating people of color:

and people of minority ethnicities as ‘‘the Other,” the
legacy of the struggle in Bosnia which sought to defend

" the idea of a multicultural existence demands to be com-

- prehended. This struggle may not have spoken a revolu-
tionary language, but it does have revolutionary implica- -
tions which have to be drawn out and developed. I would

argue that it had revolutionary nnphcanons that went
beyond pluralism and thus challenged those in solidarity

with Bosnia to develop a philosophic frarhework for com- - -

prehendmg what was new in the Bosnian struggle. ~
It is toward this aim that I would like to take up two
thmkers who have tried to address the question of what

is new in the Bosnian struggle and, have raised critical
_questions about the concepts of identi

, difference and

> "otherness, in search of a phllOSOphJC conceptlon that
does not annihilate “the Other.”

MULTICULTURALISM -AND FREEDOM ;
Dzevad Karghasan has written Sarajevo: Exodus of a

City, a beautiful festament to the multicultural charac-
ter of Bosnia and its bringing together of the East and -
the West, represented in mtegrabed relationships and liv-

| ing arrangements as well as in Bosnia’s history and ar-

t+  der—without losing their primordial nature or relin-~

‘chitecture. In a moving passage in which he responds.to
““the question of a U.S. reporter about why the people of .

Sarajevo did not accept the partition of Bosrua along reli-
gious-and cultural lines, he writes:

* “I replied that I agreed wholeheartedly if he could only‘ :
propose ‘the way to divide Bosnia and Sarajevo. As my

neighbors were taking shelter'in the basement (shells lit-
erally pouting down around the building), I could con-

: cretely demonstrate to the American a sample of the eth-

~fessor,

" ture. He considers the Bosnian cultural system a “dra-.
matic’ system in which “the fundamental relationship.
- between the elements of the system is oppositional ten-
“sion, which means that its elements are poised against -
“one another, and mutually bound by that ‘opposition,
- wherein they define each other. These elements enter

nic structure of Bosnia and Sarajevo within our building.
Pointing my fellow tenants out, one by one, I showed

that only one out of ten married couples occupying the

ten apartments in the building is.of the same ethnicity (1

_ myself noticed that fact only then), How could you possi-
* bly ‘divide that I asked. If Sarajevo were to be divided; 1

could not have a bath because the tub would remain in
the Serb province of my wife; my Serb wife could not
wash her face,. though because the washbasin would re-

main in my provmce ‘The same goes for nine out of ten-
- apartments in our building. I'm afraid that that could be

complicated even for such an able divider as Mr. Cyrus
Vance.” (pp. 46-47) ~ =~

‘Karahasan, a prominent literary critic and drama pro-
‘situates * this multicultural element in a
postmodernist - theoretical =~ framework :which - he
counterposes to what he calls a dialectical concept of cul-

the system—which is the ‘totality of a higher or-

quishing any of the properties they possess independent-

ly...The fundamental property of thlS kmd of cultural

system is pluralism.”” (pp..5-7) .
He contrasts this system to his understandmg of a dia-

lectical system which he contends is ‘‘a monistic cultural
system...mutual devouring or the containment of the -
‘lower within the higher, -or the ‘weaker within the

stronger. Every member of a dramatic cultural system

needs the Other as proof of his or her own identity, be-

cause one’s own particularity is being proven and articu-

lated in relationship to the particularities of the Other.

But within a dialectical system an Other is only seeming-

ly the Other, while it is actually the masked I1.” (pp. 6-7)

Another scholar who has  tried to explore the new

: ‘questions that the struggle against genocide in Bosnia
has raised, is Mujeeb Khan, a pohtlcal scientist. In his .
- paper, “Accounting for Genoc1de in Europe at the ‘End

of History’: Basnia-Herzegovina, the Crisis of Western
Liberalism and the End of the ‘New World Order,”

- (1995) he argues that Bosnian Muslims occupy a.posi-
tion similar-to European Jews. They -are Europeans,
blonde, blue-eyed, secular, and only different from Serbs -

to the extent that their heritage represents a coming to-

gether of the East and the West, the Bogomil or radical -
~ Christian influence, the Ottoman and the Austro-Hun-
-~ garian influence.

Precisely because the Bosnian Mushms are so much

~"like Bosnian Serbs they undermine the distinction be-
 tween self and Other which is necessary for a campaign
to create an ethnically pure state. That is why, he ar-
gues, there has been a planned effort by Serbian nation-

alists to annihilate Bosnian people of Muslim origin.-

He tries to shed light on the Serbian government’s
campamgn of ethnic cleansing against people of Muslim
origin by exploring a very famous section of Hegel’s Phe-

nomenology of Mind: “Lordshlp and Bondage.” In-this
,sectxon Hegel begins by arguing that self-consciousness
* is only possible when the self is acknowledged or “recog-

“nized’* by another self-consciousness. Hence dialectics is

inherently about recognition.
Hegel demonstrates the process of arriving at this rec-
ognition by beginning with the bare level of life. At this

“stage, each individual consciousness views the Other as

an unessential object. Each aims at the destruction and
death of the Other and risks her life in a life'and death

'struggle, in order to gain certainty. of being for self, Kill-
ing the Other, however, would end the possibility for the -

self to gain certainty of itself and recognition from the

1, Dzevad Karahasan, Sarajevo: Exodns of 3. City (New York:
Kodansha Intematxonal 1994) «

Rall in SaraJeVO on Dec. 11 of Muslims, Serbs and

Other. Henge this life and death ‘struggle results in an
independent consciousness whose essential nature is to

“be for itself, and a dependent consciousness whose es-
. “gence is life or existence for another. The former is the
" master, the latter is the bondsman. A form' of recogni-
. tion has arisen that is one-sided and unequal.

Hegel demonsirates the process of transcendence of
this unequal relationship by showing how the slave who

Croats for a multiethnic Bosnia. The banner reads

" *This is the clty for all peoples who want to live in

t“

is lupposed to be the inferior consclousness actually. .
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- ‘gains-an mdependent consciousness because she shapes

and fashions things through her activity of laboring and
is engaged in a more gemnne overcoming of matenal

- externality.

Mujeeb Khan sztuates the present genoclde of the peo-

‘ ple of Muslim origin in Bosnia within the earlier stage of -

the master-slave dialectic before recognition is reached.
This is how Khan expresses it: ““The ‘Other’ in Hegel’s

dialectic of recognition was enslaved and not annihilated -

because his existence was necessary for recognizing the

Master. However, if this ‘Other’ transgresses definition-
. al boundaries and undermines the Master’s certainty of
*Self,’ recognition is muddled and he must either be ex-
pelled to a distance. or eliminated, This has especially - -

been the case where distinct minorities like European

“Jews and Muslims find themselves stranded across clear-

ly demarcated frontiers such as the Mediterranean sep-

“arating ‘self’ from ‘other’ and ‘orient’ from ‘occident’

and. thereby seem to undermine the cohesiveness and
ideological viability of the self-identity held by the domi-

" nant group...as Zygmunt Bauman notes in discussing
the modern Jewish Question, ‘In short, they undermined

the very difference between hosts and guests, the native

- and the foreign. And as nationhood became the para-

mount basis of group self-constitution, they came to un-

dermine the most basic of differences; the dlfference be- -

tween ‘us’ and ‘them’ ”* (p. 13).
This profound analys1s sheds light on why people of

. multicultural origin are being annihilated in Bosnia and ‘

why this carhpaign of ethnic cleansing has included the
use of rape camps by the Serbian government. It is not
only Bosnian Muslims who undermine the distinction
between self and Other in the former Yugoslavia. Any
multicultural person in Bosnia has faced extinction pre-

cisely because her or his mixed herltage undermmes the . :

notion of a “pure’”’ Serbian identity.

BEYOND PLURALISM

Karashan and Khan raise some very important ques-

. tions about the notions of identity, difference and other-

(continued on page 10).

( Nothing more Starkly,breveals the nature of the on- ,

going U.S. troop deployment to Bosnia than the refusal

of U.S. 'and NATQO commanders ta lift a finger against

the perpetrators of “‘ethnic cleansing.”” Although over

20,000.U.8. troops have now taken up positions in Bos-
nia, the Clinton administration: refuses to.take action
. against Serbian leaders and militiamen who massacred - .

tens of thouisands of Bosnians over the last four years.
This despite the fact that in mid-January John C.
‘Shattuck, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Human

- Rights, personally toured the killing fields of Glogova,
- where 5,000 Bosnians were buried following a brutal
‘massacre by Serbs after their capture of the nearby town:

of Srebenica. U.S. military commanders responded ‘to
Shattuck’s: tour by ‘announcing that U.S; troops would
not guarantee security for those investigating the massa-
cre, let alone arrest those responsible for it. -

The U.S. troop deployment actually rewards the Serbs .

for ‘the massacre—which it knew about at the time
through - satellite “imagery—since  the. area around

. Srebenica was given to the Serbs by the Dayton accords..

(Srebenica was two-thirds Muslim before the war).

" Tt was also reported in mid-January that Serbian sol- -
diers were hiding the remains of thousands of Bosnidns -

- killed in other massacres in an open pit mine in Ljubija.

- U.8. and NATO commanders found neither the time nor

the inclination to stop this atrocity, even though British
soldiers have a regional headquarters in Ljubija. As Lt.
Col. Benjamin Barry put it, “Investigating mass grave
sites is not"bur job.” (The New York Times, Jan. 14.) .

The U.S. “job” in Bosnia is instead defined by the

“single mandate of enforcing a line of separation be-
tween Bosnian, Croatian, -and Serbian troops. U.S. and
NATO troops occupy a demilitarized zone of three kilo-
meters between ‘the contending forces ‘and patrol a

“strand of land 20 kilometers alongside of it.

While the Clinton administration is touting this as an

- example of the U.8.’s “peacekeeping” role, this rewards
“Serbian’ aggression by dividing the country into-three

distinct “‘ethnic” enclaves. The Serbs have been given
49% of the country, w1th the rest going to the Bosnians

- and Croats.

The U.S. imposed thxs “peace plan” just as the Serbs

“were about to “be handed a major military defeat.
Bosnian and Croatian troops were about to liberate 75%

of the country when the U.S. demanded that their as-

sault on Banja Luka be called off. Even Serbian Gen.

Ratko Mladic later stated that the Serbs ‘were on the
verge of being totally routed. No wonder the U.S.-is now

" called “‘Serbia’s greatest friend” by the Serbian govern-
_ment and its state-controlled press. - ‘ ,
The fact that ‘the Bosniani government, under heavy -

U.8. pressure, signed ento the Dayton accords in no way

' ‘means that Bosnia’s struggle is compatible with U.S. in-

terests, Although, as Roy Gutman recently observed,

“The Bosnian government, which appeared on the verge

of a military victory, let itself be treated as a vanqmshed

“land,” the U.S.-guided effort to partition the country 1s

bemg actively opposed by many Bosnians.

One sign of this-is-that many Bosnians are demandmg'~

that the international troops be deployed behind rather

than on the cease-fire lines, so that partition is not al---

lowed to become an automatic process.: Another is that

Boshians are working with a group of Serbs from the Sa--

rajevo suburb of Ilidza who have broken from their reac-

U. S troops aid partltlon of Bosnla

tlonary leaders who were trying to get them to leave the v

area once it comes under Bosnian government control.
The depth of the sentiment for a truly multiethnic
Bosnia was especially reflected in a demonstration in

N

ST

Sarajevo on Dec. 11 of Bosnian Muslims, Serbs and. :

_Croats opposing efforts to partition the country.

The ruling powers, on the other hand, are concerned B

. with Bosnia only insofar as it can be used for their own
narrow. geopolitical purposes. As a result of the Dayton
accords and the troop deployment, France has rejoined

. the military command of NATO for the first time since

1966, 1,600 Russian troops in Bosnia are being com-

-~ manded by an American general; and Hungary, only six -

- years ago a member of the Warsaw Pact, is a staging
“area for the biggest NATO operation since World War II.
Far from being aimed to aid Bosnia, the Dayton accords

are an effort to refurbish NATO through military inter-
~ vention.

As agamst the machinations of the rulers, we must

- keep our eyes and ears turned to the voice and reason of -

the struggle for a truly multiethnic society. This can be
heard even in areas -where ‘‘ethnic strife”’ has been
rife—such as Mostar, where Croatian troops are trying

to solidify the partmon of the city into ethnic units. As*

Alija Behram reports in “Living in the Ghetto,” *De-

spite the’ traglc memories, people are ready to live to- -

gether again with their former neighbors. They feel this

* way because they want a unified Bosnia, and know that

any other option will leave open the poss1b1hty of re-
newed conflict.” (War Report, November/December

- 1995)

This is the sense and reason that the U.S. and NATO.
are trying to subvert with the Dayton accords and their
iroop deployment We must ‘continue to stand with the
- Bosnian people in theu' struggle for a umﬁed Bosma
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1 thmk ‘most Amerlcans, Left and

- nght are utterly disillusioned with par-

ty politics—even more than Europeans

- are with their version. ‘The Europeana
" parliamentary system, flawed as it is,”
~still allows room for minority parties to
“have some influence, more than can be
" gaid  for our Tweedledum Tweedledee

two-party system. This is'a millenarian

age. It isn’t just religious fundamental- -

ists who think the world we have always
known - is falling apart. The old or-
der—capitalist as:well as Commumst—-1s

Ivan Bachur
Warreén, Mich.
Ik oE w )

~ When the well-known 60 Mirutes pro-

-gram of CBS retracted an important sto-
.ry on the tobacco industry for reasons

which Walter Cronkite ‘found “abhor-
rent,” it was not simply the fact that the
tobacco ‘industry has unlimited billions
at its disposal to fight and win any kind

".of Tawsuit; but most of these companies

are also the owners of major advertisers
(in.some ‘cases even of the TV network
itself); so no network can risk the loss of
millions in advertising revenue by broad-

. casting the truth.  Most  politicians like

Phil Gramm (who got $4 million from
major corporations during one fundrais-

ing dinner) ‘are fed by the same hand. -

through the lobbyists (if not directly), In
a society where even the Supreme Court
justices are nominated hy the same poli-
ticians who are in the pockets of the
same major corporations who dictate ail
aspects of life to the populace (what you
shall hear, see; eat, drink, etc.) there is
51mp1y no legal way to obtain Jjustice.

Mad as hell

' Vancouver
LR S

The Federal Express pilots are not
- just fighting Fed Ex, -but. the city of

Memphis as a whole. The businessmen
‘don’t recognize that these are humans
out here: trying to work and save their

says our deliveries will be made on time,

so everything is fine. Some Fed Ex em-

o ployees held a rally to let the company

know they stood behind the pilots 100%.
People - are saying the pilots make

$140,000 a year. So what? It’s not mon-
- ey ‘they’re asking for. People wouldn't
. ‘just walk away from a job like that if the
e benefits, the overtime they’re work-

ing~which they usually do on their off

" days—were OK. If the pilots don’t win
- the  strike, .that’s going to be a hit -
. against everybody.

Dobbs worker
Memphis

T e %

" In response to John Alan’s column

(December N&L) on being involved in

polities even if you know its limitations:

- 1-worked with a support group for Hai-
/ tian people ‘The  Left  was opposed to

Aristide going back to Haiti and other
peo'plelwere for it.'At a forum, a Haitian
woman, ‘in .response to people on the
Left, said, “When they are starving, peo-

* ple have to . do certain things to.survive.’

For 20 years I have heard some socialists
say, Democrats are the same as Republi-
cans, but people at the very bottom can’t
'do that. Black people fought and died for
the right to vote. ,
- R : African-American

N ew York

B ok ak
At the - domestic vmlence program
where I work we generally do not identi-

fy with the more middle-class, bureau-
cratic (and Caucasian) feminist organi-
- zations® such -as’ NOW. Tammy Bruce,

president of the L.A. chapter, made
‘statements in October and November
showing ‘a complete lack of sensitivity,

- insight and respect: “What we need to
' teach our children is...not about racism,
“but about violence against women.” And

she said she didn’t 'want to appear on a

‘talk show regarding the Simpson case to

“argue with a bunch of Black women.”

“The national NOW has criticized these
. gtatements, .apparently after complaints
flooded their offices.

“ Many feminists are not part of that

,‘ thmkmg and are struggling for the dig-

nity and ‘safety of all men and women,

-~ Vigils were held in the San Fernando
- Valley inNovember ‘and December to
protest both domestic violence and rac-. .

ism. This is a challenge to all of us aim-

ing for powerful changes in all forms of-

human relationships.

Los Angeles

ly.

-~ dle- East

Am\a Maillon

On the second anniversary of the
Zapatista uprising, we see two develop-

ments in Mexico.  One is the govern-

ment’s offer "to  pass constitutional
amendments on some Indian rights—
which fails to impress many because the

. progressive eleménts of the Constitution
-are already ignored. It’s written there,

for- example, that the minimum wage
shall be sufficient to provide for a fami-

" A second development is the EZLN’s
decision to transform itself into the
Zapatista Front for -National Libera-
tion—exactly what many leftists have
been arguing against for months, saying
that to the extent that the Zapatistas
move towards mainstream politics 'and

away from their arms, they will be sur-

rendering the only thing that has given
them legitimacy.
Whether or not this proves to be trie,

the Zapatistas have shown . that the

problems are very deep and will require
the kind of movement- ‘that involves all
the forces of revolt. The occupation of
lands continues, as do- the -military’s
forced: evacuations. The fact that the
government has the upper hand in these
cat and mouse games does not mean all

. is-up.

Mitch Weerth
. ) California
: P :
Your valuable combination of theoreti-
cal analysis and political intervention is
more unportant now than in a.long time.

Radxcal editor
o Arizona
. . i
" ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

The cuitent talk about Israeli-Pales- .

tinian peace is so. strikingly limited to
“politics as usual” that the mass out-
pouring for a real peace after Rabin’s as-
sassination seems -all but forgotten.
That’s what makes the December Lead
by Peter Wermuth so timely. It is com-

.mon to identify revolution with war, and

pose peace and revolution as opposites.
But what kind of peace can be achieved
without a revolutionary transformation?

The real question never gets posed in

news reports: what kind of Israel, what

kind of Palestine? The best part of the -

Lead; for me, was the discussion of the

" internal PLO politics and the shortcom-

ings of the Israeli Left.-In the Lead’s
conclusion on the need to listen to new
voices, the new voices of the Palestinian

_feminists Wermuth quoted are right-on!

Woman'’s liberationist
. QOakland, Cal.

*® #* %

I especially appreciated the last part of
the December Lead on listening to new
voices. When women, or the most op-
pressed, lead the movement, it will really

..be for everyone. The outrage the Pales-

tinian' women met is an indication of
just how needed their criticism is. Before
Rabin’s assassination, when speculating
on what would be an ideal solution I

- thought . co-existence would - be pretty

good. Compared to apartheid it still

seems good but what .would be a real so-
lution is still the question. '

New reader

Bay Area

*® k%

- We send best wishes for a new year in

_which we aim to nurture the newly
_planted saplings of peace in the parched

earth of this war-torn region of the Mid-

Israel
- ® :
STATE OF THE UNIONS

Your story on “Union Kills Strike at
Profex” (December 1995 N&L) was real-

ly good. Your readers may want to know -

what has happened since. We lost—the
union d1d somethmg to us. They told us

they were going to pull the picket line -

down. A VP from Washington gave a let-

ter to a security guard to:carry in. We .

got hold of it. They said they would send

_ us back in unconditionally.
The Labor Board ruled the decertlﬁca- .

tion vote held without the strikers was
no good, so they held another with both

the strikers -and the scabs. We lost,.

44-17. The company lawyer visited, and
no sooner had he left than they put up a
big banner outside the building: “Umon

free and proud to be.”

- Idon’t th.mk any of us will go back in.

. Mapam youth 4

We could ‘hardly stand to be in there ‘
with the union. We sure couldn’t stand -

to go back in there without one.
Profex striker

% k%

N&L needs to deal more clearly with _
‘the - degeneration of ‘“legal- business
unions” of the AFL-CIO and why these. .

unions are today almost an appendage to

corporate management. They are as hos
tile to workers’ attempts to fight back as -

the bosses are.
Your group was:correct for all those
years about the Eastern state-capitalist

block, exposing their exploitative system
that was wearing a socialist mask. But
you have failed to follow up your politi- |
cal-philosophic achievement by attacking, - "
state-capitalist forces here in the U.S.:
who throw dust and confusmn in work— ‘

ers eyes about socxahsm
: . Supporter‘

Los Angeles

~ TEARING
~ AWAY THE
 FETISH

We can’t improve on the paragraph in

Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1950 letter print-

ed in the “Writings from the Archives” '
column in the December issue, which.'

says that nothing can tear off the fetish-
ism of the commodity-form Marx discov-

ered with the sole exception of “freely
associated men planning their own pro-- -

duction directly—and even then, only

when this plan is not an abstraction but
is being put into practice.” Only new hu-

man relations can overcome the reality

~ of what Marx saw were ‘‘social relations
between things and matena.l relatlons

between people.”

Whenever intellectuals want to attach ‘
special import to their efforts, they call

it a “paradigm shift.” By that they mean
to propose a different conceptual window

through which to view reality Calls for .

paradigm shifts abound in the face of to:

~day’s bewildering economic crisis. The
paradigm shifters pass over the absolute

character of this crisis and the need fora
‘philosophic framework in. which theory

‘speaks to subjective historic impulses
' hke the L.A. rebellion of 1992. '
) . Computer analyst

Bay Areg

* koK

" The  letter by 'Raya Dunayevskaya

printed in the December N&L on the
commodity-form, was obviously written
as.a letter between thinkers who were

familiar with the material. Could you

print a follow-up, or commentary on it? I

know you said to read veolume one of '

Capital ‘along with it. But what is the

importance of this letter? Does she de-’
fine certain things differently here than

other Marxists? Can this apply to some-
thing happening this moment?
. African-American friend

New York |

- e e :
I am in the middle of reading Volume

one of Capital. This letter is a whirlwind
summary of Volume one of Capital. It is |
-very related to Raya’s unique view of

Marx and the work she went on to devel-

op on Marx. It was important to publish

the letter because if you are going to un-

derstand philosophy, you have to under- .

stand how it developed. -

analysis in the December N&L Editori-

al—on the frenzied demand by union of-
ficialdom, capital and the State for labor .

discipline—is made more substantial by

its close proximity to the selection from =
. the ' Marxist-Humanist _
Dunayevskaya’s examination of the def ;

Archives.

velopment of Marx’s concept of the com-

modity, from his 1859 Contribution to .~

the Critique of Political ' Economy to the
profound understanding reached in the
1873 edition of Capital, illuminates the

attention the December issue gave to the |

creative potential of.those subjected to.a

world order. dominated by this value

form

Young revolutionaryi N
. Chicagd

Memphis: o

Axme‘Ja_cla.rd S
New York

The nchness of pohtlcal and social |

‘CAN YOU HELP?

-1 would like it very much if a donor
could be found to help me keep receiving -
News & Letters. I can assure you that.
whatever ‘materials I~ receive will be .
passed around to other prisoners. .

. Impnsoned reader

: Texas
% * *‘

¥ Our group works with the rural poor.
"in 8ri Lanka. We-have come to know
. through your paper of a number of im-
-portant: books published by or available
" from N&L. We believe they would be
helpful for us to understand the present :
- crisis of world economy and related is-
sues,. including feminism.:The articles

that have appeared in N&L have ex-

plainéd how relevant Marxism is in the
* present context. We are too poor-to send
- you any money, but would it somehow
- be poss1ble to send us the following for

use in our work here: Women’s Libera-
tion:and the Dialectics of Revolutxon, :
Bosnia-Herzegovina: ~ Achilles Heel of

"Western Civilization; and Marx’s Capi- .
tal and Today’s Global Crisis?

Women’s- section coordinator
"Development Centre -
; Sri Lanka

* *~£|=

Edltorss note: We have estabhshed a
Donor’s Fund for - just such requests. -
Readers, can you help? .

HISTORY, LITERATURE AND
THE BLACK DIMENSION

Brmglng the centennials of the deaths
of ‘Engels and’ Frederick Douglass to-
‘gether, as Lou Turner did in the Decem-
ber “Black World”” column, is- very:im-

".-portant.. What . -brings- together Engels

writing his History of the Working Class
the same year Douglass wrote his slave
narrative is that both.are about libera-

 tion. Most Americans don’t have much
: mterest in history because it’s presented

as “just” the past. The Marxist-Human-
ist concept of history is that it is in the
present and in the future. o ‘
When Engels wrote..on. the Peasant
Wars in Germany he showed how Lu-
ther sold that revolt out, and Germany
was left ‘out of European history for a

long time. It’s important to see that the

same dialectics existed in the U.S. in the
post-Reconstruction period.-A new reali- -

“ty did not emerge and we got Booker T. - -
‘Washington instead. The new. point was': .}
- reached only with the 1963 March on -

Washington.

- John Alan
e California
o E N ;

I had the pleasure of hearing the con-
temporary Black: writer, Toni Morrison,
reading excerpts from her new novel-in-
progress, tentatively entitled Paradise.
While she exhorted her audience to un-
derstand ‘‘spiritual belief as animating
force,” she returned many times to the
need for human freedom, vision and jus-
tice, It was. encouraging to hear this
leading - intellect condemning writers
who: “bankrupt subtlety to bankroll im- -
pact’”’ and castigating - thinkers. ‘who
“substitute psychological jargon for phil-
osophic precision.”” Morrison is critically
engaging - problems of - utopianism,-
exclusivism and societal inequities.

Feminist
. Philadelphia

'WOBBLIES |
"AND
LABOR HISTORY*

Don’t forget to let your readers know:
that the IWW’s 1996 Labor History Cal- |
endar features 13 photographs spanning
eight decades, from a 1903 Arizona min-

_ers strike to a 1989 protest by South Af-

rican workers. They are only $8.50 each
(including postage) and can be ordered

; ‘dlrectly from us.

Industrial Workers of the World
P.O. Box 204 °
Oak Pa.rk IL 60303-0204 i

sk

Yours is_a good paper' Wlth union

news! Here’s my sub.

Wobbly from way back |
California
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BOSNIA: ACHILLES HEEL OF WESTERN ‘CIVILIZATION’

The extent and content of the cover-"
ige of international news in the Decem- -
ver issue i impressive. The significance ,

s seen . in the article on Bosnia which
liscusses “For Whom the Bel Tolls” to
tress that the horrors would not end

here. The world is one; each country is

ntimately related to every other. I was
Iso glad to read the counterview to the
detober. issue’s Youth column review ‘of
narchism: Left, Right, and Greem: I
onsider it-a much more sophisticated
pproach to the possibilities of a dia-
sgue between Marxists and anarchists,

vhich is important to me as I come.from’

hat tradition.
'+ Young intellectual
- San Francisco

* * - ¥
The Peace Community I am currently
ctive with has begun to study the issue
f Bosnia. All agree that the systematic
laughter of any society is immoral. The

act: that this is a multiethnic society is -
articularly troubling. At the same time -

re question the ‘sincerity of the U.S.’s
humanitarianism.” . This nation has

ever gone to war for anything other

han profit-and power. Do you have a
10re current. pamphlet on Bosnia than

he one that rightly calls it the “Achllles :

[eel of Westem thzatxon”"

Activist

7 R - California
) T O :
The shallowness: of the *‘moral con-
ern’’ expressed by President Clinton for
hose suffering in Bosnia is revealed in
he way it apparently does not extend to
he victims of ~ethnic chauvinism in

'hechnya, East Timor and the Kurdish = -
egions of Iran, Iraq and Turkey. All

hat is revealed by the Dayton' agree-

1ent is the triumph of ethnic chauvin-.

sm-and the denial of the agency of the
josnian people in their strugg]e agamst
erbian fascism.

Chicago

*
‘The articles that have appeared in
&L for the past four years on Bosnia
e a powerful inducement to read N&L

1an ongoing basis. By now even bour--

i1ois news reporters are highlighting

.to get involved.

Revolutionary -

of the “ethnic cleansing” that has taken -
place. But to understand it, you .need

‘that ongoing Marxist-Humanist analy-

sis. The pamphlet on “Bosma-Herzego-
vina: Achilles Heel of ‘Western Civiliza-
tion””’ needs to be expanded to include

_-all the material since 1993. It is even

more important now that the U.S. mili-
tary is there.

Librarian K
* Detroit

" FIGHTING
ENVIRONMENTAL
4 " RACISM

is real.: It

Environmental racism

means introducing polluting substances

into a community that has no political
clout but a lot of social problems. We
don't mean pollution just by industrial
companies. Abandoned buildings are also

- an environmental problem. Is there lead -
or asbestos in'the bulldlng‘7 Theissue'of

lead is not just a housing issue, it’s also
a health issue and ‘can be an-économic is-

~ ‘sue.

We are talkmg about envu'onmental

. justice. Every level of government has
deliberately neglected communities that
- have environmental problems 1t affects -
eeveryone. The air ‘poltution in my com- «3
*  munity affects the whole city of Chicago; *

The state of Wisconsin is suing the state .

_of Illinois for its air emissions problem:

We have a Primer for Environmental
Action we can send to show others how

People for Community Recovery

13116 S. Ellis -

Chlcago, IL 60627
* :

EX

It wasn’t widely publicized, but in his -
first two years of office, President Clin-
ton was making the tiniest little: baby
steps toward adoptmg some rules for en- -

vironmental equity in the actions of the
federal government. But after'last year’s
congressional elections, it came to a

'stop. The Republican Congress doesn’t
even make a distinction between .envi-
. ronmental protection in the wilderness

Cheryl Johnson :

" human health. They’rek against all of it,

trying to take away every legal avenue

used by environmental justice groups to
protect their communities. They repre- .-

sent capitalism in economic crisis, ready

- to sacrifice every bit of protection to cap-
ltal’s insatiable hunger to grow.

Environmentalist

L ; Chicago
i P «
Marx and Engels had a lot to say
about the environmental degradation in
the communities where - industrialism

arose. They also talked about breaking

down the division between town and -
“country, which I understand today as

the contradiction between needing tech-
nologxcal growth, but also needing to live
in a clean and healthy environment.
Marx’s work for ending the system of

" production for profit that has created

our terrible pollution has a lot to say to
the environmental movement today.

leraryworkér
) Chicago
“THE BRITISH SCENE .

" For a socialist British resident looking

- across the channel at the exciting events

in France in December and then back
here—where the House of Windsor and

the Magor government still apparently
" ‘survive; and where Labour instead of at-

tacking the establishment is engaged in
trying to: outflank the Tories—it all
looks a bit mournful. There are signs,
however feeble, that things might be
about to change—signs of industrial ac-
tivity (whether ameng highly skilled
post office technicians or the semi-
skilled - militants on the docks) that

hasn’t been seen since the miners’ strug-‘

gle ten years ago. And one straw in the
wind could even be Ken Loach’s new

film about Spain. Since it’s based on Or- -

well’s “Homage to Catalonia® it would

not have been expected to capture gener--

al interest. But it’s not only the far Left

that is going to it. It will be the first
" time many see a leftist anti-communism.
There are also signs that the post-Stalin-. .

ist:collapse political debate is begmmng

to bring people to a revolutxonary posi-
tion.

Laurens Otter

: England

TITTITI  THE
PRISON
CONDITION

Here is a quote from Little Turtle,
Master General of the Miami Indians,
1791, which T want to use as a “frontis-
plece” for this letter: “If our people fight
one tribe at a time, all will be killed.
They can cut off our fingers one by one,

- but if we join together, we will make a

powerful fist.” :
‘We are trymg to help ourselves so we :

* can live behind thesé walls in “‘peace,”
- Most of the ¢amp gangs or organizations

here have openly stated they will' not
cut, kill or fight another inmate other -
than in an act of self-defense. If they do,
‘it will be in violation and others will deal
with the vielator. So far, it does seem to
‘be workingout. - .
I also want you to know that I have
been passing some of the books you have
sent to. me around to other inmates who
wanted something good to read. I hope
they will help:them as much as they
helped me.
. Prisoner
Jllinois.
] £ % % o
Conditions in overcrowded state pris-
ons remain disgraceful. Recently a group
of county . sheriffs threatened to dump
state prisoners they were being forced to -
keep. - They were placated at -the last
minute by~ promxses to pay more for
county jail “overflow’” prisoners. Efforts
to change the penal- code have been un-
fruitful since many, legislators promise
long sentences for criminal offenses of

“ all types. An example: possession of mar-
. jjuana for sale can bring a life sentence

Steady reader
= Qklahoma -

T B I Co

I can’t put into words all that I think
your organizing efforts for Mumia Abu-
Jamal signifies. The state is powerless in -
its efforts to silence the truth of capital- -
ism’s racism, greed and utter contempt
{or life when masses of people fight for

‘justice. Winning a stay of ‘execution for

Mumia is a candle in.the dark of these :
tlmest :
. 'Longtime subscriber

Ilinois =

w “peace means only the hardening -

Books

vand enwronmental protection related to
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.0, yes,;” :
"I say it'plain, :
. America never was America to me,

And yet I'swear this oath—
America will be! L

—Langston Hughes, 1922

~ February is the month in which we celebrate African-

American history. That celebration tries to fill a need Af-
rican Americans have to tell their own history as an act

“of self-determination. The first definitive expression of
this was George' Washmgton Williams’ . 1883 History of .

the Negro Race From 1619 to 1880: Negro As Slave, Sol-

; - dier, And as Citizen.
In this. century, during the great rmg'ratlon of Blacks ,,
~from the South to the northern cities, the desire for his-

toric self-determination found its expression in the work
of Carter G. Woodson. In the 1920s, Woodson conceived
and projected the idea that Black history should be pub-
licly celebrated and taught in public schools.

In the 1930s, when the Black masses were beginning to

integrate the union movement against the advice of their

: “covery that Black masses in motion (slaves) were a self- _

Black leadership, W.E.B.. DuBois’ Black Reconstruction
‘In America broke with all traditional concepts of Blacks
in Amencan history. DuBms had made the startling dis-

determining force.crucial to winning the Civil War.

“In.our historical period, after almost a generation of

Black mass protest and urban revolts, came Vincent
Harding’s valiant announcement (in 1970) that a new

 “Black History” was going to break with “Negro Histo-

k g nurses’ aides, housekeepers and kitchen staff, walked off ’ ‘

ry" and face the chaos of Western civilization. Yet noth-

ing comparable to the work of Williams, Woodson and

‘DuBois emerged. Instead, we have seen African-Ameri--

" _can historians trekking toward academia and along with

their white colleagues publishing dozens of books a year
filled with interesting facts about African-American his-
tory and culture, What these post-Civil nghts Black

. "Power Movement historians have not discovered is a new
subJectlve transformmg dimension in African-American

calls the ‘‘universally human in every epoch” that “de-
values factlclty »

. What was “universally human” for both Williams and n
Woodson was African-American self-identity, -i.e., the

recognition of their history by the other, the rest of the
nation. John Hope Franklin tells us in his biography
that George Washington Williams, even before he wrote
his history, let it be known in an oration that he thought
it was wrong for historians to-neglect the role of Blacks

_in the American revolution. Williams said: ““To take the
Negro out of the history of the Revolution is to rob it of
one of its most attractive and indispensable elements; it .

is to impoverish it by ‘the withdrawal of some of its

‘wealthy and enduring facts. In short, the Negro is an in-
~ tegral part of revolutionary history.” ,

Williams saw Blacks as the true measure of freedom in

-the U. 8., even among the abolitionists. He wrote that

the writings of Black abolitionists ‘‘expose the true char-:
acter of slavery, inform the public mind, stimulate
healthy thought, and touch the heart of two contments ;
with a sympathy almost divine.”

Years later, Carter G. Woodson took on the task of lift-

. ing Black history out of its then marginal status directly
- into the American mind, especially the African-American

mind. If this were accomphshed Woodson thought, it
would reveal: ‘“...that we are not an inferior people, but
simply a people whose progress had been impeded.”
Thus Black history could be the foundation upor which

African Americans could “cla1m the right to ghare in thev :

blessings of democracy.”

Today, we can easily say that Woodson’s historical ab-~

- solute, i.e., that getting the consciousness of the other to
recognize the historical greatness of Black people will -
. end racism and open a path to real democracy, is rather

naive and one-sided. Frantz Fanon has shown that the
dialectical process of recognition has to be mutual, or it -
is nothing. But we should not hasten to condemn Wood-
son as being totally wrong. His subject was Black people

30th anmversary of the Maryland Freedom Umon

~-On Feb 9, 1966, some 20 Black women, workmg as

their jobs at Lineoln Nursing Home in Baltunore, Mary-

“'land. They called field secretaries from the Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE) with whom they had met the i

previous week and told them that Lincoln was ‘‘on
strike,’?:and that the CORE organizers had better come

~.down to Lincoln to show the workers “how to run a

proper picket line.”” The workers, who made as little as

~3b¢ an hour and worked up to 72 hours a week, became
" the nucleus of what they called ‘‘a new kind of union,”

" the Maryland Freedom Union (MFU).

- For more than a year, the MFU shook up'the poverty-
wage job scene in the ghettos of Baltimore, organizing

*hospitals and nursing homes, retail and food stores, and

a print shop. Merging strikes and Black consumer boy-

- cotts, the MFU’s initial organizing drives stunned inner-

city merchants and aroused opposition from traditional

- AFL-CIO unions. MFU mgmbers created a union study

group on Black and labor history, reading American Civ-
ilization on - Trial - and “inviting -its . author, .

Dunayevskaya’s suggestion that workers view them-

selves as,‘self-developing thinkers” made an impact. '
While it flourished, the MFU’s membership, many of

them recently arrived from the rural South, created a

~union quite differentfromsthe typical AFL-CIO affiliate.

~ What drew so many to the MFU was that this. organiza-
tion called itself a freedom union, arid sought to organize -

- low-wage’ workplaces as an integral part of a movement
- to transform the whole of American society. As a fore-
: runner of both the Black caucuses within estabhshed

-

B (continued from page 1)

dustries, under their structural adjustment poh'cies, in-
ternational investors make the insidious demand that

~ Haiti first borrow millions of dollars to upgrade these

state industries before they are sold to private corporate
mterests )

‘The Haitian masses are thereby made to subsidize
mtematlonal capitalist interests, as well as those of Hai-
1i’s private sector. By this means will the private sector,

in concert with international finance capital, lower the-

production ‘costs .of -Haiti’s miserable assembly zones

 (also called “‘zones for slavery”’).

"With labor costs in the assembly zones at an all-tlme .
" low of 15 gourdes (US $1) per day, or 12 cents an hour,

the imperialist still demand that, if Haiti’s sweatshop in-

dustries are to be competitive, its port, transport, and -
-~ utility facilities be upgraded by subsidies squeezed from
- the masses through taxes, and dlvertmg development

aid. This is a more miserable version of Clinton’s

- NAFTA policy, for it calls for the drastic reduction of
tariffs -and fees charged to U.S. enterprises, on the one
~hand, while it pits pitifully poor Haiti workers agamst ]
~poor sweated labor in the U.S. ~

Major U.S. corporations, like Sears, Wal-Mart and the

Walt Disney Company, have contracted out to U.S. and

s Raya k
* . Dunayevskaya, to lecture at the MFU’s Freedom House. -

Button (leslgn by MFU presndent Vivian Jones, a.
nursing home nurses’ aide.

/ unions and Black feminist crlthues of civil /nghts orgam

zations, the Mary]and Freedom Union was a unique
learnmg expenence Thirty years later, that “new kind
of union” is needed more than ever. ~—Michael Flug

Editor’s note: For more on the significance of the MFU, see The

- Maryland Freedom Union: Black Working Women Doing

and: Thinking (Detroit: News and Letters, 1966); and Michael

" Flug, *Organized Labor and the Civil Rights Movement of the
-1960s; the Case of the Maryland Freedom Union,” in Labor

History 31(3), Summer 1990, pp. 322-346.

Haii resists imperialist future

" Haitian garment companies. At these firms, Haitian

women workers may work as many as 50 days straight

" and up to 70 hours a week without a day off. And while

on average Haiti’s urban working class requires $24 a
week for food, shelter and education, workers make less
than 60% of a family’s basic needs.

Nevertheless, Haiti remains a society in revolt against
the subservient status imposed upon it by its ruling clas®
and international imperialism. Haitian police along with
UN troOps have clashed with peasants who have occu-
pied land in rural towns in-the North. In the northern
city of Cap Haitien, peasants have occupied a tobacco
plantation belonging to Komilfo, the state cigarette com-
pany. Land occupations by peasants have spread
‘throughout the countryside, especially in the North
‘where peasant resistance never ceased, even durmg the
military junta.

Haiti’s congested urban slum in Port-au-Pnnce, Cite

- Soleil, is also the site of clashes between the police

backed by the occupation forces and protesting workers
demanding Jobs Armed exchanges between the police
and youth in.Cite Soleil have led to reports of a “Red
Army” operatmg in the underground.

" Hence, we see that the very conditions bred by i 1mper1-
alism in Haiti are'no less condltmns in wh1ch revolt aris-

_.es to transform them

‘of Blac

Carter G Woodson’ ) hlstoncal absolute

~mass thinking, which the Czech philosopher Karel Kosxk '

and Black conscxousness, and his purpose was to prevent

. the - race from  becoming a “neghgxble factor “in the

thought of the world.”

We don’t know how Woodson would have specxfica]ly
developed that idea, but his ability to see African-Ameri-
can history as a function of thought. at the time of the

great migration” remains his undeveloped legacy in Af-
rican- -American thought. It’s a'legacy based upon histor-
ic reason and life, which can determine the way we cele-

: brate AfhwmAmencan hlstory month in 1996

East Texas Hot Links’

Chicago—The story of the transit of Black slaves

" from Africa to the Americas was known as-the Middle
- Passage. As with all stories of bondage and liberation, i

cannot be told without describing the treachery of Afri
cans who- assisted the white slave. traders. The Onys
Theater production of “East Texas Hot Links” updates
this story, here told in the setting of the Top o’ the Hil

- Cafe in 1955 Texas, located somewheére along a future
- highway between Houston and Dallas.

The coming interstate excites thetensions betweer
the frequenters of Top o’ the Hill and is the motif-for the
plot which unfolds with an inevitability of its own. In the
telling  of -this tragedy lies- the. importance .of ‘Hoi
Links.” For instead of the ethos of No Exit, the life ir
this cafe exudes a humanism not to be vanqulshed ’

‘Iritent on making his way in the white world, XL
Dancer: (ZMlchael Williams) - is cagey, then defensxve
about serving as a recruiter of Black labor for the white
contractor, even if it means delivering Black men whc
end up dead. He is the Traitor. As his {reachery unfolds,
the deep and fast dialogue is a dance into which all enter.

"Playwright Eugene Lee draws wholly believable ano

compelling figures.”

Columbus Frye (Alfred H. W1lson) is the: landlord ol
the unsavory XL. As the paternal judge, he moves from
sheltering XL to. ultimately casting the traitor out, al
least out. of his apartment. Roy Moore (Trent Harnson

* Smith) is of good looks and blg talk and a good time.

Boochie Reed (Greg Hollimon) is a gambler whose tow-
ering presence and boommg voice lend authority to his

. mystical predictions of crises. He is the Seer. Buckshot

(Freeman Coffey) leaves the farm long enough to visil
the “bar .to- satisfy his large -appetite, His warm’ anc
straight-spoken passion help us see the kind of people
who came off the land to give life to the southem CIVﬂ

_rights struggles.

Delmus Green (Cra.lg Boyd) is Youth, whose 1deahsm

* places Him'in harm’s way for having taken up with pre:

he wrong woman. Delivering an existential view
“folks’ place in the world, though with humor
and’ chdrm, is the blind Plnlosopher Adolph (Willie B.
Goodson). Coming from a mind suitable:for a life of let

cisely

* ters, his satirical commentary is so funny that he musi

believe that better things are possible. -
The owner of the bar; Charlsetta Smekms (Marsha
Estell), is a woman of dreams- for maintaining this com:

- munal space, ‘and a woman of action for helping YoutlL
-and Phllosophy escape the climactic vigilante attack oy

the Top o’ the Hill Cafe and to see another day.
Ofteni Klan repression is considered ignorant if not re
gressive. But truer to fact, in “Hot{L;vnks” the ‘neo-slav
ers are leéading progress, riot human progress but rathe
technolpgical development. In its face, “‘East Texas Hli
Links"-and the Onyx Theater Players show us a crucib,
for buman progress. - - —=Jim Milll

What workers are saying about

American Clvﬂlzatlon

on Trial: Black
Masses as Vanguard

, 'From an axrport service worker ;h
Memphis, Tennessee - SRR :

“What Marx was talking about in the’ 19th cen-
tury is so true today He goes back to Africa and
“the idea of using Black skins for production, |
bringing them as slaves to America for cheap)|
lahor. He also saw how leaders can sell people out
~ and how the struggle has to come from the,

. l pcople " ,
- From a food processing plant worker
Indianola, MlSSlSSlppl ' »

“American Civilization on Tl'ldl shows Black
‘masses in the vanguard in the ‘unmasking of]
' Western civilization’s racism’ and it shows how,
~ women have fought to have a voice. | learne
“ about how Sojourner Truth, a great Black revolu
tionary, went about getting her name. And
learned about hiow Maria Slewarl in 1831 told
Black women to ‘wake up)’ She looked at all o
that cooking we did and bdld we are capable.o

- ‘more than that.” :

To order, see lit ad, page 7.
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CImton-Congress showdown exposes a|I|ng state of the union

(continued from page 1)

rovernment shutdown all the more biting. As a sample
£ things to come, the two shutdowns idled 280,000 fed-
ral workers for four weeks in November, December and
'anuary and imposed hardsths upon mllhons of Ameri-
ans.

@ After . four residents died in a ﬁre that swept
hrough a low-income apartment building on Chlcago s
jouth Side, federal officials revealed that a follow-up in-

pection of prior safety violations had been postponed

iecause of the shutdown.
@ Transporting senior citizens to. crucial medical
reatments like kidney dialysis stopped, and Meals on

Vheels deliveries for the elderly were Jeopard1zed The

jocial Security Administration stopped processing new
ligibility apphcatlons

@ In the regions directly dependent upon federal ad-
ainistration—Native American lands under the Bureau
f Indian Affairs and the District of Columbia—life came
0.a standstill. In Washington, garbage gathered on side-
ralks, libraries remained locked, and public health clin-
28 stayed closed.

@ “We are more or less in a self-destructive path in
ieglecting the- environment and human health,” de-
lared an official of the Environmental Protection Agen-
y. In the Midwest alone, 36 ashestos evaluations in
chools and. restoration of 40 wetlands damaged by il-
sgal dumping stopped.

. And although the shutdown ended, atrophied depart-
aents and services are proving to be a condition rather
han a momentary event. Only two-thirds of EPA’s
udget was restored. Head Start (which provides-early
ducation to-children), the Civil Rights Division of the
ustice Department, and the Securities and ‘Exchange
‘ommission (which investigates crooked securities deals)
rere  shortchanged. Ten programs were terminated,
1ostly in education. The Departments of Labor, Educa-
lon, and Health and Human Services lost 25% of their
inding from 1995 levels.

The shutdown also punctuated efforts to pnvat1ze gov-
rnment operations if not model them on private indus-
ry. “All the masks of civility have been taken off,” a
deral worker told N&L. “Managers are striking out
gainst everyone who gets in their way, 'venting venom
or-all the years of having to put up with the federal
rorkers union, affirmative action, you name it.”
Furthermore, shrinking the federal payroll—by cut-
ng 200,000 employees thanks to Vice President Gore’s
reinventing government” —means slamming the door

minorities'and women who had found relatively well-
aying work and opportunities for advancement in gov-
tnment jobs. The same is true for the other 85% of gov-
rnment jobs at the state and local levels, many of which
re supported by federal funding.

‘In heavily Black Wash., D.C., the govemment is the
ty’s largest employer, giving a coloration to govern-
lent that may well have surprised the ultra-conserva-
e “freshmen’” Representatives arriving there last win-
»r. Pleased with the shrinkage of federal services and
s, Texas Sen. Phil Gramm quipped, “Have you missed

ie government?”’ And when asked what an end to gov- -

ment - would look like, Rep. Souder, one of
ose freshmen, shrugged, “We don’t know or really
e.”’

[EALTH PROFITS, BLOOD WAGES

Although only superficially, Clinton did manage to dis-

guish himself from the Republican Congress in the
adget debate. Many people without secure incomes are
infully aware how woefully inadequate. is health care.
edicare (government insurance for the elderly) already
hves retirees paying 23% of their incomes for uncov-

or and disabled) is often little better than no insurance
all, and covers only 42%.of the poor. Forty million
ple have no insurance, and the 28 million with pri-
e coverage are grossly underinsured.

[n December, Clinton vetoed Republican cuts of $270
lion. from ‘Medicare and $163 billion from Medicaid.
publicans have pushed for higher costs for less care
- the elderly and simply less care for the poor, Over the
2 haul, the medical institutions that care and advo-
e for the poor would wither, and the scope of for-prof-
nedicine would widen. .

m put it, “the Democrats launch verbal fire at Ging-
from a position mere inches {o his left.” His 1992
prm initiative, based on corporate-run health main-
ance orgamzatlons, opened the floodgates to more
$60 billion in mergers: and acquisitions last year
e. Then at the end of 1995, he proposed Medicaid

Os and releasing them from patient care rules,
reality, the fight is merely over “how much regula-

htly or moderately; and whether inner-city hospitals
uld close sooner or later.” (‘“U.S.- Health Reform:
cindest Cuts,” The Natxon, Jan. 22,1996.)

nother line drawn in the sand--ra.lsmg the minimum
—is Clinton deception.The minimum wage is worth
b less than 20 years ago, yet tens of millions of people
orking full-time or strmgmg together two or three
-time jobs, earning the minimum wage. House Ma-
v Leader Dick Armey wants to eliminate it. Given
was an issue kept on the back-burner for three

i t ig its only possible fate, presents a gratuitous posi-
-intended only to make a pretense of dxss1m11anty
Congress; .

government services that help ‘workers are disap-
ing, the state is also growing in ways that discipline

ed services. Medicaid (government insurance for the

owever, as the Physicians for a ‘National Hea]th Pro- :

5 of *‘only” $54 billion; bes:des generous payments to -

b to drop; whether the poor and elderly should suffer ,'

s, launchmg a campaign for it now, especially when

labor The White House abandoned the striker replace-
ment bill, inspired legislation to undermine independent
unions, stepped up deportations of undocumented work-
ers, and sponsored laws to put a whole generation of
youth in pnsons

Neither is the part of the state at the service of big

business about to diminish. With anti-trust considera- . .
tions waved by the Justice Department, never have so

many and such large megamergers been consummated
in the banking, health care, télecommunications, and de-
fense industries. And the administration boasts of nego-
tlatmg 80 international trade agreements.

Because they are vying for the minds of people, the
" Clinton Democrats and the Gingrich Republicans and’

even the moderates try to differentiate themselves from
one another. Their common message is that the system

7 T coRRaT
ECONONIC RECOVERY
HAS CREATED OV
73 MILION JOBS...

ADT HAVE
THREE OF THEM.

- can work but many'doubt that it wﬂl—and for good rea-
. son. ‘

AT&T announced 40,000 layoffs to open the new year,
continuing the signature business trend of the 1990s.
Cheap work is available though—rehired workers typi-
cally take a 20% pay cut. Often those benefit-less jobs
are with contractors whose business shot up 50%. over
1992 levels. Overall, .in that time factory wages fell 2%,

-even as output rose by 14%.

A recent study of fast food workers in Harlen: and
Oakland further suggests why anger festers. The work-
ers, most in their ’20s, represent the majority of the ur-
ban poor, working at jobs that even on a full-time basis
do not pay enough to adequately support a family, not
for $8,840 per year. Despite having training in inventory
‘control, food preparation, and customer relations their
slender hopes that better days are ahead are blunted by

the prejudices of new employers. And better-educated,.

older men and women who once had better jobs compete
for the same jobs.
A Black worker from the labor “War Zone” in Deca-

- tur, IIL, drew another picture of some awakening to the

harsh realities of the ’90s. “The older white workers in
the union local thought what was happening to other
workers was out there in the distance near the horizon,”

she explained to N&L. “They could not believe the cops

would pepper gas them, They finally got it} A lot of eyes
opened. Whether they are ready to take the cops-head on
is another question. Newt and ‘Clinton will push them
more though. It doesn’t’ matter what budget agreement
they come up with.”
VYING FOR MINDS = .
In response to such questioning, ruling ideologies of- °
ten spin out their own solutions. The recent panacea on
the Right for a so-called flat tax is one kind of bid for at-

 tention of the not-so-rich. The National Commission for

Economic Growth and Tax Reform, headed by former
Housing Secretary Jack Kemp, last month proposed a
stanidard tax rate for all, and tax relief on dividends, in-

- terest, and capital gains, more prevalent among higher

incomes.

Three of the Republican ‘candidates for president, in-
cluding multimillionaire Malcolm *Steve’” Forbes Jr.,
are championing the flat tax, yet conservatives promoted
it most when the stench of a $245 billion straight tax cut
for upper-income families became intolerable to everyone
else. In truth, this supposedly fairer taxing scheme is
simply a way to shift the balance of wealth in the U.S.
even higher up socially.'And the flat tax provisions for
corporations would make labor far more costly and ma-
chines far cheaper.

Other, more captwatmg 1deolog1es are ready to exploit
the growing economic polarization that 15 years of Rea-
ganomics has brought on. Among them is Patrick Bu-
chanan who, though hardly calling for the emancipation
of workers from the productive system of.capitalism,
mimics popular Left arguments. For example: “Free .
trade...pushes the antagonism of the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie to the extreme breaking point,”” And: “The -
free-trade system hastens the social revolution.”

He also calls Black immigrants “Zulus,” considers
Martin Luther King “a fraud” and maintains Gays are
“hell-bent on Satanism and suicide.’’ Such a mix of rac-
ism and anti-establishment verbiage is something mili-
tias agree with. They in turn have found a: hearing
among some- leftists allured by anti-establishment fer-
vor,

Buchanan, who claims humble origins and to be un-
tainted by financial interests, could well- have been the

. type Daniel Guerin had in mind 60 years ago in Fascism

and Big Business. “In all periods, the hostility of the

- middle classes towards big capital is accompanied by a

tenacious attachment to the idea of the nation,” he
wrote. “When fascism proclaims itself anti-bourgeois,...it
has no intention of attacking the existing social order;
rather it wants to rejuvenate that order by injecting
fresh blood, plebeian {lowborn] blood.” -

The danger in all the professed “anti-establishment”
programs we see arising in this time of deep economic .
crisis is that they can lead a significant number of those
looking for a way out to a dead-end or even backward, in-
stead. It is a time when what is needed to combat the
profound ideological pollution is a profound philosophy
of revolution to serve as the rudder to steer through the
coming struggles.

VOICES FROM WITHIN
THE PRISON WALLS

by Carl Moss

The ‘mission statement of most prisons
containg the rhetoric of rehabilitation. Yet
the rate of recidivism tells us that as many
as 63% of the people that pass through these
-steel doors are on their second, third and
fourth convictions. This simply means the

[

state’s department of “Corrections’ is not living up to-

its mission statement’s central theme and that the vari-
ous programs that have proven to be effective in other
jurisdictions in the reduction of recidivism are just not
being used properly in Illinois. If the recidivism rates re:
alized by the Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC)
were: applied as a cure for a disease, the efficacy rate
‘would -indicate failure. The recent inactment of the

- “““three strikes’ legislation that mandates natural life for-
~ recidivists is an example of the failure of the self-

perpetuating policies of the various correction depart-
ments.. ,

“As an mst:tutlon, our penal and ‘correctional’ system
is an abject failure. The conditions in America’s jails and

prisons virtually ensure psychological impairment and °

physical deterioration for -the thousands of men and
women forced to live there.! Reformation and rehabilita-
tion is the rhetoric: systematic dehumanization is the re-
ality. Public attention is directed only sporadically to-
wards the subhuman conditions that prevall in‘these in-
stitutions, -and usually only because prisoners, them-
selves, have risked many more years in confinement, and
in some cases even their hves, to dramatize their situa-
tion by protest.

“The current rate of increase of over 10% per annum
represents a prison space demand of about 1,000 new
beds per week, far in excess of the new beds being sup-
plied. Thus, in looking at the impact of litigation on con-
ditions of confinement, we might ask: in light of this
enormous population increase, what might conditions be

today without the litigation of the past decade? The an-

swer would be somethmg out of Dante’s Inferno.”?

Number of prisoners in U.S.A. February 1996

HIRE

More released prisoners return to the IDOC than are‘

The cancer of correctlons

successful upon release.There is no “correction” or even
the vaguest suggestion that marketable job skills were
learned, or even offered. The IDOC has failed to fulfill
its mission statement and the good citizen tax-payers
just keep allowing the cancer to grow with impunity.
-What possible option does a released prisoner have to
returning to a life of crime? The state has not. prepared
them with a work ethic or any job skill that could be

- marketed anywhere but-another prison. All most prison-

ers leave with is the survival skills learned while in pris-
on and a number of new ways to commit crime. To add:
further insult to the profound injury of incarceration,
the IDOC gives a released prisoner a bus ticket home
and $50 to start a new life. Good luck!!

The recidivism rate for the IDOC is between 43% and
63%, depending on which source is selected for the num-

bers. In this maximum-punishment facility recidivism is -

substantially higher than this. (I use the term “Maxi-
mum-Punishment”’ - instead - of maximum-security be-

cause security in here is a Joke and only the levels of de-

privation and punishment are ‘“maxed-out.”)

This place is full of stories of men that have only been
able to enjoy their freedom for a few frantic hours before -
committing another crime: A few last for as long ag it
takes them to spend the $50 that they were given when
they cleared the gate. Less than half of those. released
are successful (non-recidivists) upon release. For the -
most part these men and women had strong family sup-
port systems waiting for them and sufficient community

“(and family) resources to assist them through the transi-

tion from savage survival instinct living to respect and

- consideration. If the IDOC had done the job they are em-

ployed to do, and that is expressly worded in their mis-
sion statement, the tragedy of rec1d1v1sm would not be so
painfully real.

Pointing fingers at the problem is relatively easy The
difficulty comes when one attempts to suggest solutions
to, or to provide details for, the reasons for the corrup- -
tion. To do this with any meaning for the free-world
reader, the entire process needs to be examined. The
light of public scrutiny needs to illuminate this can of
worms to end the masquerade.

: *“The Cancer of Corrections” continues next month

1. See, Pugh v Locke 406 F Supp. 318 (M. D. Ala. 1976); Ramos
v. Lamm, 485 F. Supp 122:/(D.Colo. - 1979); Palmigiano v
Garrahy, 443 F Supp. 956 (D.R.1. 1977)

2. The Rights Of Prisoners, Fourth Edition
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The phllosaphlc meanmg of Basma S struggle

{continued from page 5)

" 38s in dialectics in order to understand the life' and
" death-issues of multiculturalism and the struggle against
“ethnic- cleansing.” Both Karahasan and Khan are
-searching for a philosophic conception in which the rela-
- tion of the self to “the Other” is characterized by mutu-
al recognition. Khan argues that Hegelian dialectics is
- inherently about'recognition. Karahasan, however, be-
lieves that Hegelian dialectics is about the domination of
“the Other” and the rejection of recognition.. .

We need to look at Hegel himself to deplct the impor-
tance of these issues. One place to examine Hegel’s treat-
ment of identity and difference is the “Doctrine of Es-
sence’” in his Science of Logic.? At stake in this section
is Hegel’s challenge to “external reflection” and the “ab-

-gtraction” which "holds identity and difference apart

- from each other. Hegel writes, “The Notion of identity is

" gimple self-related negativity...whereas on the ‘contrary
that 1dent1ty that is aloof from difference, and difference

- that is aloof from identity are products of external reflec--

tion and abstraction which arbitrarily clings to this point
.-of indifferent difference.”

" For Hegel “truth is complete only in the unity of iden-
tity with difference.” Which is why Hegel moves from a
critique of “‘abstract identity’ to a critique of the catego-
“ ryof “diversity.”’ Hegel is critical of the category of “‘di-
versity” because in it the moments of identity and differ-
ence are “indifferent to one another.” This relationship
of “‘mutual indifference” is at the same time a transition

2. GW.F. Hegel Science of Logic (New Jersey: Humamtles
Press, 1976)

from. diversity to “‘polar opposition’’ and finally to “‘con-
tradiction.” For Hegel contradiction is “the root of all
movement and life.”

According to the noted Hegel scholar, J.N. Findlay,
“Hegel’s real motive in passing from mere Diversity to
Polar Opposition lies in his dissatisfaction with connec-
tions that do not delve deep into the nature of their
terms, which depend upon arbitrary external points of
view which are not in the last resort real connections at
all...Against this the aim of philosophy is to banish indif-
ference and to recognize the necessity of things.”3

This critique of diversity raises a very important ques-
tion about Bosnia. Was Bosnian multiculturalism a unity
of people of different cultures who simply lived in a plu-
ralistic society in which the relations between the vari-
ous peoples were external and characterized by indiffer-
ence? Or was it characterized by deeper connections be-
tween the different cultures? Dzevad Karahasan refers
to Bosnia’s multiculturalism as a pluralism, but his tes-
timony about the deep and inseparable connections be-
tween people of diverse cultures gives us a very different
picture. Hegel’s critique of diversity goes beyond simple

plurahsm and thereby sheds illumination on the very

unique character of multiculturalism in Bosnia.
However, in order to further explore Hegel’s treat-
ment of identity, difference and otherness, we need to
look at how he develops them in the final chapter of his
Science of Logic, the “Absolute Idea.” Here Hegel dis-
tinguishes-his concept of dialectics from formal logic, by

3. J.N. Findlay, Hegel: A Re-examination (New York: Oxford

- University Press, 1976), p.192.

Vlew from ‘The Other Israel’

Editor’s note: We received the following letter from
Adam Keller, editor of The Other Israel and longtime Is-

“raeli peace activist, in response to the lead article by Pe-

ter Wermuth on ‘“‘Rabin’s assassination lifts veil on

emerging ethnic apartheid’ in our December 1995 issue. -

~ Your article is well-written and shows much familiari-
oty with the Israeli situation and the positions of left-

‘wing groups here. Nevertheless, there are several impor-
~tant comments I would like to make.

Nowhere does your-article mention the fact that the .

~ two Oslo agreements so far signed are interim agree-

-ments, valid for a maximum of five years, and that nego- -

tiations on the definite status of the territories are due
to open in May 1996 and conclude in May 1999. Certain-
1y, powerful forces inside the Israeli establishment would
- like to see these negotiations end with ‘‘a Palestinian en-
tity which is less than a state” or with a Palestinian
state within very limited borders, far less than the 1967
borders. Yet before the ‘Intifada and the upheaval it
caused inside Israeli society, the Israeli establishment
did not intend to give the Palestinians what they got

- now, either.

Though the state of Israel has enormous military, poli-
tical and economic advantage over the Palestinians, their
very weakness gives them one enormous advantage: in
- popular motivation. Practically all Palestinians want to
have complete independence, and very many of them are
- willing to make enormous sacrifices to gain that inde-
pendence. On the other hand, only a dwmdhng mmonty
.- of Israelis are willing to make any serious sacrifice in or-
der to deny the Palestinians the right to have their own
state, :

This leaves the settlers and the extreme Right, which
try.to. revive the idealism of the early Zionist pioneers,

increasingly isolated and cut off from the mainstream of

Israeli soclety Indeed, the settlers themselves—who are
~far from being a homogenous mass—are increasingly
-feeling this, and they have intensive debates among

themselves, with some wishing to get government com- .

pensations and leave the territories while others start
talking of making their own compromise with the Pales-
tinians:. (though the proposals made so far by some set-
tler leaders fall far ‘short of what the Palestinians can’

| Lenin. Hegel, and
t Western Marxism

STUD

- "It sheds
entirely new
light-not only
on'Lenin, but
- also-on
Hegel...This
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_ - unmistakable
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wonders why it
has not been
written long
‘ago.”
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~ Louis Dupré.
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live with).

Altogether, I feel that a blanket condemnatlon of Oslo - '

is wrong. The agreements contain the potential both for
a truly independent Palestinian state and for a more so-
phisticated perpetuation of the Israeli domination; which
it will finally be depends to great degree on the struggle,
both by the Palestinians themselves and by peace forces
in Israel and internationally.

Among other things, should the Israeli position at
some stage prove manifestly intransigent, the Palestini-
ans have the option of declaring unilateral independence.
Such a move: will undoubtedly have massive popular sup-
pert from across the Palestinian political spectrum,
and—if the timing is chosen carefully—could get wide-
spread international diplomatic recognition, for example
from the European Community. After all, the basic crite-
ria in International Law for recognizing a state is effec-
tive control of a territory, and now the Palestinians have
this to a considerable degree (certainly much more than,

for example, the Lithuanians had when they declared in-

dependence from the Soviet Union). -

Outside critics of Oslo should also take notice of the
enormous enthusiasm displayed by the Palestinian
masses at every town evacuated by the Israeli army,
manifested in enormous rallies of welcome to Arafat. It
would hardly be possible to fake such massive enthusi-
asm. The Palestinians are well aware of the limited and
partial nature of what they gained—but nevertheless
most of them regard these as very real and tangible
achievements, the first concrete results of all the suffer-
ing and sacrifices of the Intifada.

On the Israeli side you mentioned the peace demon-
strations and rallies—but made no specific mention of
the thousands of youths who sat for a whole week
around lighted candles at the scene of the assassination
and in other public places. In my v1ew, the most signifi-

cant feature of this phenomenon is precxsely the fact -

that many of them had not been involved in politics be-
fore, and that it was a very genuine upswelling from be-
low, not politically articulated with clear programs but
nevertheless with a strong commitment to the idea of
peace. ‘“Rabin dreamed of peace and we will make his
dream come true,” in the words of the graffiti scrawled
on the Tel-Aviv Town Hall, near the scene of the mur-
der. Whatever Rabin may have been in life, the myth
created around him is the myth of a martyred peacemak-
er, which is an enormous asset to the peace movement.
As to what Rabin really was, I would like to refer to
one point yeu mention very briefly: Rabin was the. very

first Isracli Prime Minister. willing to rely for his major-

1ty on Arab Members of the Israeli Parliament. This was,
in my view, an action far more radical than shaking Ara-
fat’s hand, since it broke a firm taboo which all previous
governments (and Rabin himself in his earlier career)
adhered to: an Israeli government must have not only a
majority among all Israelis but also and especxa.lly among
Jewish Israelis.

One more remark: Arafat is far from being a democrat

and occasionally does not scruple to resort to various
acts vxolatmg human rights. Nevertheless, Palestinian
political life is far more pluralistic than in most other
Arab societies, and substantial forces among the Pales-
tinians want their state to be truly democratic; and Ara-
fat’s own inclination is to try to reach a consensus, rath-
er than to try to break his opponents by brute force. He
is very unlikely, for example, to adopt the kind of atti-
tude taken by-the Algerian establishment which led to

the civil war there. In any case, it is misleading t6 write -

about the size of the Palestinian Police to the popula'

tion. Most of it is in fact the Palestinian army, which is-

not allowed to be called that by Israel but in fact has mil-
itary structures and tasks. The genuine policemen are
only a small part of it. - —Adam Keller

the Bosnian struggle is a serious challenge to the systen:

* multiculturalism; but develop its revolutmnary .implic

taking up the way in which the contradiction between a

“universal first and its Other is transcended. He empha-

sizes that in dialectics, the Other is not just the negation
of the first term that it is-an ‘Other of. It includes the
first term and is a further development of it,
Furthermore, he emphasizes -that the contradiction
between the first term and the Other is not transcended
through ‘a synthesis in which the contradictory determi-
nations lie side by side. “[Flormal thinking makes identi-
ty its law, and allows the contradictory content before it
to sink into ordinary conception, into space and-time, in
which the contradictories are held asunder in juxtaposi-
tion and temporal succession and so come before con-
sciousness without reciprocal contact.” {p. 835) Dialecti-
cal.cognition however thinks through the contradiction.
Hegel’s emphasis here is on the concept of ‘“‘absolute
negativity,” a deeper development of the idea of freedom
through its confrontation with contradiction, otherness,
difference, and the creation of a newer, deeper and more

differentiated idea of freedom.
Itis precmely this concept of absolute negativity which

Marx praised in his 1844 “Critique of the Hegehan Dia-
lectic” as the “moving and creating principle.”’ Marx

- wrote: ‘“Hegel comprehends the self-production of the

human being as a process, regards. objectification as

" contra-position, as externalization and as the transcen-

dence of this externalization...The true, active relating of
the human being to himself as species-essence, that is as
human essence, is possible only because the human be-
ing actually produces all the capacities of his species—
and this again is only poss1ble thanks to the collective ac-
tlvxty of human bemgs, is possxble only as a result of his-
tory.”*

Marx ‘argued further that once the Hegelian dialectic
is freed of its abstract character, the revolutionary ker-
nel of absolute negativity could be released as the idea of
a “new Humanism,” the idea of a.total uprooting of this
racist, sexist, class divided society. -

Marx’s reappropnatlon of the Hegehan dialectic of
“ahsolute negativity’” was reinterpreted by Marxist-Hu-
manism in the post-World War II period not as an idea of
synthesis or as a drive for the domination of the Other
but as the development of a philosophy of revolution on
the basis of the new challenges that multiple
subjectivities from peoples of color t6 women’s liberation
have issued to the idea of revolutionary transformation.

This concept of the dialectics of negativity speaks di-
rectly to Karahasan’s and Khan’s search for a philosoph-
ic concéption in which difference and Otherness are not
subsumed under the category of identity. It also chal-
lenges ¢onceptions which limit multiculturalism to plu

- ralism within the confines of the existing alienated capla

talist, racist, sexist and homophobic society.

The * heroic struggle for the preservation . of 4
multicultural soclety in Bosnia over the past four years,
demonstrated in a unique way the kind of existence m
which difference and otherness is not treated with hos:

“tility, or indifference. Instead it represented the enrich:

ment of various cultures in their interactions, and thé
development of a new identity which was not defined ir
chauvinistic nationalist terms. The idea implicit in tha
struggle demands to be developed even as we Wltness it
tragic destruction in Bosnia. =~

In an age when capitalism is makmg every effort to di
vert attention from its deep crises by making our co
sciousniess define life along the contours of racism, et
nic hatred, misogyny and homophobla, the idea raised b)

The majonty of the Left did its best to aid the westeri
powers in suffocating this liberation struggle and i
branding it a narrow nationalist movement. As againg
that, responsibility for reconstituting a humanist Ma
ism is inextricably tied to solidarity with Bosnia..
Our responsibility to Bosnia demands recalling Ka
Marx’s response to the Paris Commune of 1871. He e:
berantly solidarized with it during its brief existency
and did not consider it dead even after the French arn
crushed the Commune by slaughtering 30,00
Communards, and sending many more into exile. He i
stead wrote about the challenge of the Paris Commun
and developed its idea of “freely associated labor” in tH

French edition of Capital (1872- 75).

Today, the struggle against the globalization of “et,
nic cleansing”’ and narrow nationalism demands the a
ticulation of a philosophic concept that can not only cox
prehend what was new .in Bosnia’s  struggle

tlons ﬂn‘ther

R.aya Dunayevskaya, Marxism and Freedom (New Yo
. Bookman 1958), p.309
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e by Maya Jhansi :
If anythmg, Etienne Balibar’s most recent book, The

'hilosophy of Marx (1995), bears testimony to the conti- -

wity of interest in"Marx as we slouch towards the end of

he twentieth century—not only by established intellec- .

uals but by youth as well. Although he himself has re-

udiated the “Marxist” label, Balibar, who once co-au- .

hored Rereading Capital with Louis Althusser, never-
heless feels the need to explain “why Marx will be read
n the twenty-first century, not as a- monument of the
ast, but ags a contemporary author.”. -

The book itself is written as an mtroductmn to Marx, :

resumably for students. The Marx that Balibar intro-
uces, however, is not the philosopher of revolution-in-

ermanence but. a thinker defined by moments of
breaks” ‘and “ruptures,” which reveal the discon-
mmtxes that make it impossible to speak of Marx’s ideas -

a “philosophy.”
INILINEARITY VS. MULTILINEARITY
One point Balibar uses to demonstrate the fragmenta-
on of Marx’s legacy is Marx’s view, near the end of his
fe, that historical development need not proceed ina
ngular, unilinear line.

In answer to a letter by Vera Zasuhch on the future of .

1¢ Russian commune, Marx, after three rough drafts,

ad  replied that provided certain historical circum- :

;ances. a revolution could occur first in “backward”
ussia—thereby dispelling the view that history moved
wough unilinear stages of development: from primitive
ymmunism through slavery, feudalism; capitalism and’
nally to communism. Marx hit out against this type of
istorical ‘determinism and argued that there are
ultilinear pathways to socialism.*

For Bahbar, the -letter to’ Zasulich marks a point of
rupture” in Marx’s thinking. This letter, Balibar ar-
1es, proposes “‘a concrete multiplicity of h1stor1cal de-
Jopmen " that contradlcts what he sees as the uni-
aear “‘economism’’ of Marx’s formulations in Capital
1d other earlier works. This-means that both interpre- -
tions of Marx are equally valid, and that Marx’s philos-
shy lacks a unifying vision.

Thus, when Balibar argues that “Marx is the philoso-
ier of eternal new beginnings, leaving behind him
any uncompleted drafts and projects,” he does not
ean that Marx’s philosophy ‘embodies the unending

arch for eternal new beginnings. Rather, for Balibar, it ;

pans that “there is no Marxist philosophy and there
wer will be.” - -

So, what about Marx does Balibar consider important
r the twenty-first century? This is not so easy to an-
rer since Balibar concludes the book by calling “Marx-

n” an “improbable philosophy today.” The history of

m, he argues, makes it impossible to consider
’s ideas as an ‘“‘organizational doctrine.” Ultimately
1at we have to rescue from Marx are those ideas that
p us critique institutions and ideologies— including
arx himself. That is, Marxism should not only be for
» but “against Marx to make the denegation of the

NYC student-worker-umty
:New York City—Thirty-five thousand members of
32B-32J Service Employees- International Union

ike in New York City, as management continues to in-
‘upon implementing a two-tier wage system which
fl allow the hmng of new workers for wages 40% lower
n what union members are currently paid and will
new employees, for the first six months of employ-
nt, the health benefits which the union has fought to

i anagement and its “‘exclusive bargammg agent,” the

ge system-a “progressive wage > which is necessary to
fue them from ““financial crisis,” yet has refused to
n its books to the union, which originally said that it
id be flexible in cases of buxldmgs wluch were truly
he red.”

er 10D students at the New School for Social Re-
, which employs members of Local 32B-32J as

¥-CIO) are preparing to enter their fourth week of -

blty - Advisory Board (RAB), has called the two-tier

Marx and the twenty-flrst century

Rev:ew of Etienne Bahbar s ‘The Phllosophy of Marx’

ideology in Marx the first object of its critique.”
IDEOLOGY VS. PHILOSOPHY

Ultimately much of Balibar’s argument seems to be
with the notion of philosophy itself. One of Marx’s great-
est contributions to philosophy, according to Balibar, is

. his theory of ideology which reveals that philosophy it-

“self is a product of capitalist social relations; specifically

of the division between mental and manual labor. As he
puts it, “For philosophy, ideology is the materialist name.
of its own finitude.” As proof of this, Balibar cites the -
use -of Marxlsm as ideology by so-called Commumst

countries.
Though Balibar has a more sophisticated view of Marx

than vulga.r materialists, the Marx he “rescues” is one.
that is “always already” limited by the oppressive “fic- .
tions of universality” created by capitalist social rela--

tions.. Philosophy itself is almost wholly determined by
“the position o¢cupied in the field of social conflict.” In a
sense then, even though he seems so intent on pointing

to the historical contingencies that disrupt Marx’s devel-

opment, Balibar falls into a type of environmental deter-

- minism that surrenders the creative potential of human

thought. Interestingly, Balibar does not do the same to
the class. stmggle, arguing that rebellions—“action in
the present” —-will and do continue to arise.

Marx himself, however, did not “abandon’ ‘phllosophy'
any more than he abandoned the class struggle. At each
turning point in history, whether it was-the defeat of the:

1848 revolutions, the eruption of the Paris Commune in
1871 or the new studies on the Third World at the end of
his hfe, Marx responded through the creative action of
cognition. After the defeat of the 1848 Revohitions, for
example, Marx did not negate his call for revolution in
permanence, as Balibar argues, but searched for a deeper
concretization of it.. .

To mie: this shows the indispensability of phlloso-
phy—not its limitations, The continuing interest in
Marx today manifests people’s ongoing search for a truly
humanist alternative to the worsening realities of capi-

talism—a “‘quest for universality”’ that can only be met.

bya ph.llosophy of total liberation.

* See part three of Raya Dunayevkaya’s Rosa Luxemburg,

Women'’s Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolu-

- tion for a more thorough discussion of Marx’s last writ-
ings and their relatxonshlp to his whole body of ldeas and
_ to today.

B,i'll‘exclu-des“immigrants' :

C}ucago—An immtgratlon b111 currently being delib-
... erated before a House subcommittee proposes drastic
changes in the system It is HR 2202, otherwise known
. as the Immigration in The National Interest Act. HR

2202 is composed of ¢ight titles, all with one concept in
mind—repression.’
®It would reduce fannly immigration visas 80% from
the current 480,000 to 330,000.a year.

@It changes the employment verification system, requir- -

ing a job applicant to establish both identity and em-
. ployment authorization using six documents—a U.S.
passport, green card, INS employment authorization

card, Social Security card, driver’s license or state LD, -

- Also set-up under thisis an employment eligibility con-

firmation system accessible via telephone or other elec-

‘tronic media whereby an employer could obtain rapid

« oonﬁrmatmn of the vahdxty of the employee s creden-
- tials. -

- @The proposed bill would also do away with the existing

family -unification categories that cover adult married
and unmarried sons and daughters of U.S. citizens, as

- well as of legal residents, and brothers and sisters of
U.S. aliens. With the elimination of these family visa
categories, that would leave only spouses and minor
children of legal permanent residents as the lone re-
maxmng “family-based preference.”

‘@It increases border enforoement and customs service

mspectlons

®Finally the bill prohzblts receipt of pubhc benefits by il-

legal immigrants.
In opposition to these draconian measures there have

‘Students pressure UC to
save affirmative action

Berkeley, Cal.—The new semester started with ac-
tions by students and faculty to reverse the UC regents’
July 20 decision to abolish affirmative action. Demon-
strations were held at several campuses on the first day
of classes. The Student Regent Ed Gomez put rescinding
of the decision on the agenda for the Jan. 18 méeting of
the regents. This meant that some public discussion of
the question could take place, In order to limit that dis-
cussion, regents placed a one-minute limit on comments

and anyone trying to speak longer than that was imme- -

diately arrested. A niumber of students painted their
faces white and covered their mouths with stlckers to
show they have no voice.

‘While at the meetmg itself the regents only decided
not to vote on the issue again, the pressure from all cam-
puses at all levels, from undergraduates to professors
and administrators, is clearly felt. UC President Richard
Atkinson postponed by a year the implementation of re-
vised admission policies. The fate of affirmative action at
UC is tied to the so-called ““California Civil Rights Initia--
tive” which, if placed on the ballot and passed, would
abolish affirmative action in California. .

Defense of affirmative action is msplred by opposrtmn ‘
to racism. This impulse to overcome racism can develop -
and be a path to create a non-racist, non-semst non-ex-
ploitative, i.e., free society.

. —Urszula Wlslanka

by Kevin Micheals - - :
French university students have returned to classes af- =~
ter an intense campaign against budget cuts for higher
education, but many remain wary .of the government’s
promise to temper its austerity. Student critics of the - -
plan’ Education Minister Francois Bayrou presented in-
late December argue that it is unclear where the extra’
$75 million it contains will come from. They also say
that most of the 2,000 promised new teaching positions -
will in reality be transferred from secondary schools.

- France’s largest faculty union, the National Syndicate of \

Higher Education Teachers, has joined: the students in

-opposition to the plan

L D N 4

Nxcaraguan police ﬁred, into- a crowd of students and

. their supporters demonstrating in favor of increased uni-

versity funding outside the National Assembly building
in Managua in late December. They were protesting the

: government s failure to abide by the constitutional pro-

vision that 6% of the national budget be allocated to
higher education. One professor was killed and ‘almost
three dozen students were-injured. The next day 10,000
students marched from the Central American University -
to the Plaza of the Revolution to show their solidarity

and to eontmue the momentum of their campalgn
L S SRR 4

Studen‘t teaching assistants at Yale have ended their
strike against the university’s refusal to recognize their

union, the Graduate Employees’ and Students Organiza- .

tion (GESO). The strike, which took the form of the
withholding of fall grades, ended on Jan. 15 after the
university administration showed no signs ‘of budging -
from the position it has heldsince the union drive began
in"1990. The GESO campaign was characterized by a

" pumber of distinguishing features, including civil disobe- !

. dience and solidarity-building with the two unions which

Intenance workers, met with workers on Jan. 25 to
m the concerns of the workers and of the academic
‘unity, -and to decide upon action in support of the

been demonstrations and new associations formed, one
being the Asmn-Amenean Assoclatlon claiming 330 000
members.

The world must be our eountry for the fullest expres-

workers
‘. o students expressed regret and anger at being -

represent Yales clerical, techmcal and mamtenanoe : .

pd to cross the picket line in order. to attend classes
were anxious to find the best means of supporting
iinion. The workers, some of whom have worked in
lew School for 30 years, clearly explained their rela-
bhip with their contractor, the RAB and the New
bol, and were: concerned that students not leave
es to support the stnke or otherwise risk their edu-
nal experience.

pe group came to an agreement to demand halting all
labor and publicly and unequlvocally supporting the
inds of the union.

e students agreed that there should be no mternal
labor within the New School, which will mean that

search the RAB and its relationship to the New

fictions in support of the stnke, and orgamze a ral]y
:- of the New School e
. N —New School student

sion of the idea of freedom

ed to start a collection of funds for the strikers, and -

pl and the union; contact the media regarding fu- -

-—Jerry

Announcing anew publication of the
Marxxst-Humamst Society of Lewis
“University ‘

FREE

ASSOCIATION

- For more information; contact Free Association;
c/o Lewis University, Rox 25, Romeoville, IL 60441

Immlgrant nghts rally

San ‘Jose—About 50 students, staff, faculty and |
community members held a noontime rally Dec. 6 on the ;
campus of San Jose State University to pro-actively raise
concerns about access to education for immigrants in
.California. Backed by a banner that read “Stop the War
Against Higher Education: Support Undocumented Stu-

-dents,” the speakers—all: of them Chicano/a stu-

dents—attacked the sham laws and regulations used to
deny undocumented students access to in-state tuition
(even if they have lived in California for decades). ™ -
But the speakers also eloquently addressed the larger
issues at stake; in the works of Maria Gema Suarez, “So-
ciety dlmlmshes itself when it dehumanizes students "o
She recounted a story of one student who went on to be

a doctor and asked, “What would have been gained by

denying her the . -ability, to -help people?”’ Alberto
Verduzco added, ““Universities should be universal. They
should not create more barners for the purpose of in-
creasing revenue.’

7 —Supporter‘



"troops and members of the Federal Security Services .
- (FSS, the former KGB) surrounded them. After a week,
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by Kevin A.Barry and Mary Holmes

The Decernber legislative electlens and the January
hostage situation near Chechnya each constituted fur-
ther humiliations for the battered Yeltsin regime.

On Jan. 23; as we went to press, Chechen commandos

' finally released the remaining civilian hostages from

their cross-border raid, but still kept 14 Russian police

as prisoners. This incident began on Jan. 9 when a small

group of Chechens seized 2,000 hostages-in neighboring
Dagestan, and then fled with 130 hostages. Russian

‘claiming falsely that the hostages had been killed, they
used artillery and missiles to flatten the place.

Despite this, and a siege by thousands of troops, many\

of the Chechens and their commander managed to flee

- across the border with 46 of the hostages. During the
siege, another group of Chechens briefly seized a Russia-
bound ferry in a Turkish port, an incident which showed,

their growing support in Turkey and other surroundmg

‘Muslim countries:

In the village mege it seems that while willing to shell

from afar, few if any Russian troops or FSS men were '

ready to die for Yeltsin by actually engaging the enemy

_on the ground. How else could so- many Chechen fight-
ers, plus hostages, have gotten through thousands of
“crack” troops? Later, Russian troops complained to the .

Chinese migrants exploited

The anger of Chinese migrant workers erupted late

Jast year in the town of Longgang, in the Shenzhen ““free

enterprise zone” only 20 miles from the Hong Kong bor-
der. Reportedly, the workers attacked a local man who

. drove a motorbike onto the road they were paving.

The confrontation exploded when locals came. to help

the man and fought with the road workers. After local

police were suminoned and opened fire on the workers,
widespread fighting broke out and the migrant-workers

~ trashed the local Communist Party headquarters Wit-

- nesses reported that police went' “‘crazy,”
"“into a pond-where workers had leaped to escape. )

- ternational and - native: Chinese capitalists,

even firing

At least four people were killed from gunshot wounds
and ‘many inore were -injured from beatings. Migrants
claimed that two workers died because the local hospital
would not admit them without an upfront cash dep051t
of several thousand dollars.

Mlgrant workers who are peasants driven into the ur-

.ban aréas and industrial zones often make less than $1
- a-day. This explmtatlon has been magnifiéd in the pre-

mier “free enterprise zone” of Shenzhen and has inten-

“sified the tensions between locals and migrants. While

the largest siphons of surplus value continue to be in-
: many
Shenzhen locals have joined in exploiting the huge mi-
grant labor force in small farms and sweatshops. )

There are an estimated 12 million migrant workers

- npow living in' Guangdong province alone, and they have

contributed. the large part of labor to help feed China’s
capitalist “growth’’ spurt. But as one migrant said after
the Longgang battle, “In the eyes of the police, we are

_ worse than dogs.” Mlgrants have no resident status and

have-to carry at least three identity cards all the time,
much like the hated “pass” system that once operated in
apartheld South Africa.

Deepenmg cr:s:s m Yeltsin’ s Russla

press bitterly that they had not been ngen sleeping bags,

food, or water. No transportation was even provided for

the elite “Alpha’ anti-terrorist unit, -whose members

- had to pay their own train fare home!

Anger toward Yeltsin was also evident in December

when the pro-Yeltsin Our Home Is Russia Party received

under 10% of the vote. Communists and other right-
wing nationalists will now dominate . the - parliament.

Protest in Israel

Police attacked thousands of Ethiopian Jews
demonstrating outside the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter’s office in Jerusalem, Jan. 28. The protesters
denounced as racist the government policy of de-
stroying blood denated by Ethiopians under the
pretense of a high rate of HIV -infection. “We
wor’t be silent anymore,’ said one youth.

Farrakhan and the Sudan

For decades, a series of northern and Muslim-domi-
nated Sudanese governments, most of them military dic-
tatorships, have sought at all costs to conquer and even
destroy the non-Muslim Black population of the South.

By 1996, over one million people have been killed, mil-

lions more forced into exile, and thousands captured,-

raped and sold into slavery. While most of these enslaved
Blacks have been sold to northern Sudanese, according
to Le Monde, others have been sold abroad as well, in
Libya and the sheikdoms of the Persian Gulf.
" While earlier northern-based regimes did enjoy U.S.
support and aid, the current Sudanese regime of Gener-
al Omar Hassan al-Bashir has close ties to Iran and to a
local cleric, the world famous Islamic fundamentalist
theologian Hassan al-Turadi.

Recently, some of this has received renewed attention

- in the U.S. through Samuel Cotton’s series of articles on

“Arab Masters/Black Slaves” in New York’s Blacksweek-

1y, the City Sun, and Nat Hentoff’s articles th1s winter k

in the Village Voice. . :
These. articles have also exposed Sudan’s links to
Louis Farrakhan’s Nation of Islarn (NOI). Farrakhan

_ has-visited the Sudan as an honored guest and his news-
paper, The Final Call, has argued that accounts of geno--

cide and slavery in the Sudan are part of a “big lie” and
are ‘‘a manipulative device to divide the Black and Arab
people in America and on the African continent.” Pre-
dictably, NOI official ‘Akbar Mohammed has called the
attacks on the Sudanese regime part of a “‘Jewish con-
spiracy to divide Black Americans and attack Islam.”

'mg to the Trotskyist paper Lutte Ouvriere a day af

;Gennadx Zyuganov s Communists placed first, W1th 15
seats, triple those of Yeltsin’s party.

Zyug,anov is a sinister character who admires the pre:

ent reglme in China. A former professor of Marxist-L«

ninist “*philosophy,” i.e. a party ideologist, he oppose

“the Gorbachev reforms. After-1991,-he became-part
the anti-Semitic nationalist milieu, and today his rhets
ric combines that with traditional Stalinist ideology. Als

waiting in the wings is former General Alesandr Lebe
who has expressed open admiration for Pinochet’s Chil
The neo-fascist Vladimir Zhirinovsky is also still aroun:
but with a bit less support than last year.

If the Yeltsin regime -collapses or is defeated in th
June elections, there is danger of the coming to powe
of a “Red-Brown” alliance based on: people such :
Zyuganov, Lebed, and Zhirinovsky (see ‘“The Loomir
Threat of a ‘Red:Brown’ Alliance” by our Czech corr
spondent, Stephen Steiger,  N&L, December 1995
These groups oppose Russia’s ‘“free market” reforn
and want to return to some type of anti-Western stanc
As a fdrmer military officer told the New York Time
“this ridiculous romance with America that began afe
years ago has not been good for us.”

, That sentiment is why-the U.S. and Europe are clin
ing- to Yeltsin despite his massacre of 30,000 people :
Chechnya. Some are even hoping that he will cancel tl
June selections on the pretext of"* ‘security” versi
Chechen terrorism, or steal them-in short, a solutic
similar to the Mubarak regime in Egypt. But Mubarak

rooted in the army, a large, well-organized nationwi
institution. Since the collapse of the Communist Party .
1991, Russia has had no'such unifying institution upc
which. even a’dictatorship: could lean. Yeltsin andtl
Red-Brown elements are each trying to ¢reate one, hov
ever. Without a strong leftist opposition to Yeltsin or h
opponents, the situation looks bleak for 1996." -

Voting in Guatemala

In the final round of Guatema]a preSJdentlal votmg
January, Alvaro Arzu narrowly won. He is a promoter
increased capitalist production and export as the way o
of the nation’s ills. Arzu was elected by a hair over /
fonso Portillo, puppet candidate whose stringsare pull
by the notorious former dictator Gen. Rios Montt.

‘The /final bal]otmg was. very light, with nearly tw
thirds ‘of Guatemalans who were reglstered decidi:
there was no reason to vote. Actual power in Guatem:

. still remains in the hands of the military.

While the elections mean nothing in terms of genm
‘change, it is 1mportant that several candidates of t
left New Guatemala Democratic Front (FDNG) w
seats for the next congress. The left has not openly p:
ticipated since Jacobo Arbenz was overthrown by t
CIA-orchestrated coup in 1954.

The FDNG winners includé three women who cot
out of the 1980’s struggle against repression: Nine
Montenegro who is head of the Mutual Support Gro
(GAM) of relatives and friends of those assassinated
death 'squads; Rosalina Tuyuc, an indigenous wom
who organized the Confederation of Guatemalan Wido,
(CONAVIGUA) whose focus is peasant women;
Manuela Alvarado, an indigenous woman and hu
rights activist. The women have no illusions about
can be changed through ‘“‘congress,” but state they v
speak ‘out for indigenous. mghts an end to ‘“‘impunit
for military criminals, and serious negotiations w1th 1
guerrilla lxberatlon movement

|, e FrenCh*strike’s
(continued from page 1)

the strikes began up to 40,000 demonstrated in Ps
for women’s rights. A delegation of 140 women fi
Marseilles, with paid.up train tickets for Paris, were
nied their legal right to alternate transit by air duj
the strike by railroad management The women prot
ed ingide the station all day, later joining the worker;
oc¢cupying it, and holding meetings where each group
pressed sohdarxty with the other.

To many of the workers, the strike was. about m
more than maintaining wages and benefits. At the d
du Nord, a major Paris railroad station, general ass
blies of strikers were of all crafts together in one
not, as in strikes in 1986, in separate areas. One yo
worker there told Le Monde that theirs was part
long struggle, back to the big strikes of 1936 and 1
“Then, when my grandfather blocked the tracks of
station, they shot people. As for me, I'm prepared t
the distance. They won’t uproot me from hére.”” Ano
worker at the Gare d’Austerlitz described his sadne
passing homeless workers every day: ‘“We can’t ac
this. We railway. workers have never wanted to cre
little:Eden cut off from the private sector for ourse
We are giving voice also to these who can’t go out.”
other worker, a woman, added that if the cutbacks
tinued, “we’ll be like in the private seetor with pre
ous JObS. I dream of a mini-revolution.” .

‘This was the greatest labor upheaval since 196
terms of the sacrifices required for a month-long st;
it should be noted that, unlike unionized America
German workers, French workers do not receive s
funds from their unions. On the other hand, in Fr
the rlght to strike is constitutionally guaranteed
while, in this period of retrogression, it is not surpr,
that the strikes assumed a generally defensive char.
they showed as well a yearning to go beyond the lim
‘the present social order.




