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Time to take
‘back ‘normal
working day’ M,,

_ by B. Ann Lastelle

The Helene Curtis manufacturing unit in which I
work operates on two ten-hour shifts, six days per week.
Technicians work four-day weeks on a three-week sched-
ule which includes two Saturdays out of three. Whenever
production is behind schedule, we are threatened with
12-hour shifts and/or working Sundays. This is'a night-
mare for people with families and for younger workers
with social lives. Two of the guys I work with have given
up trying to go to school while on this schedule.

"When I fretted about this confiscation of our time, a
friend asked, “You get paid. for it, don’t you"” Yes, we
do; but is that the point?

Members of United Paperworkers Loca] 7837, locked
.out of the A.E. Staley Manufacturing Company in Deca-
tur, 1., have been battling a change in their work sched-
ule for almost three years. They voted on July 10 to re-
ject the latest contract offer, which. included 12-hour
shxfts, three days on, three days off, with workers rotat-
ing between days and nights for each series of days on.

A Staley worker in Decatur: showed me the so- -called
calendar that the company had given them. It was rows
of dates divided into columns of threé: work days and

days off. It bore absolutely no relationship to the calen- -
dar of seven-day weeks and 12-month years that work- -

-ers’ families, friends, schools, churches, community or-
ganizations, libraries or-any other institution in the city
of Decatur is operatmg on. Isolation and exhaustion
would have been inevitable.

-“The creation of a normal working day is,” Karl Marx
wrote ~in Capital;. “the: product of a protracted c1v11

.war...between the capltahst class and the working class.”

At the time those words were written, English workers
had won the ten-hour day in most industries and the
struggle for the eight-hour day was beginning in the U.S.

(Continued on page 3)

Mumia Abu-
Jamal and
the rest ofus

Draft for Marxist-Humanist Perspectives, 1995-96

Can the Ide

f freedom re-mobilize
today’s mass movements?

: Students at the University of California at Berkeley protest UC Regents vote to end affirmative action.

~ L.‘Totalitarianism, U. S.-style,’ and the
need for a revoluhonary new begmnmg

by Lou Turner

The average American feels in daily life~—in his work, in
his home—powerless, utterly powerless. Politicians don’t
isten to what he thinks, they don’t give a fuck. He is
parodied on TV as an idiotic Archie Bunker figure. In his

 pink slip. So that the only expression of power that he

ban have is the power to express his fear and alien-

tion,.. It is also a fear of a dark Amenca It can be as
rimal as the fear of change

: - —Mumia Abu- Jamal Village Voice

Sept. 6, 1994

ty glorying in:its civilization.. Punishment in general
as been defended as a means either of ameliorating or

br the amelioration or mtzmxdatzon of others? And be-

vidence that since Cain the world has neither been in-
mzdated nor ameliorated by punishment. ,

‘ ) —-Karl Marx New York Daily Tribune

' Feb. 17, 1853

The 140- plus years that separate the above two quotes
Karl -Marx and the Black revolutionary journalist
umia Abu-Jamal,- who is scheduled to be executed by
thal injection on Aug. 17 by the state of Pennsylvania,
esents no lmpedlment to the mtercommumcatxons be-
een the ages.
Despite the passionate lmmedlacy w1th which so many
u§ have swung into action to stay the executioner’s
nd; we may be allowing the revolutionary -ideas, for
(bontlnued on page 10) '

ON THE INSIDE
FROM THE wm'rms OF RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

On The 50th Ann of The Bombing
omelnmu: Thol.ogucyof.lqpans

Fr”dom MOVOIIIOI‘I"S stsesscesessessesse Pﬂge 4

- News and Letters Committees pubhshes the Draft
of its Perspectxves Thesis each year directly in the

* pages ‘of N&L: We urge your participation in our dis- |
cussion around this thesis because our age is'in such
total ¢risis that no revplutionary organlzatlon can

‘ allow any separation between theory and practice,
workers and intellectuals, “inside” and ‘“‘outside,”
philosophy and orgamzatxon We are raising ques-
tions and-ask you to help in working out the an-
Swers,.

ob; he is paralyzed by the fear of Iosmg his paycheck, of

[ It would be very. diffi cult if not altogether impossible,
o establish any principle upon which the justice or expe- |
iency of capital punishment could be founded, in a soci-

" intimidating. Now what right have you to punish me

ides, there is history...which proves with most comp]ete .

HE 50TH ANNIVERSARY of the end of World

War II is a chilling reminder that far from that
slaughter of over 45 million lives having solved a
single fundamental problem of humanity, they have re-
appeared:in-new and seemmgly intractable forms as to-

day’s warld is gripped by the rise of the most reactionary
- forces imaginable. ‘

The strength of this in the U.S. can be measured by
the Smithsonian Institution’s capitilation to veterans
groups, who were able to scuttle any historical treatment

of the bombing of Hiroshima in its exhibit of the Enola
_Gay. Though this kind of “history by consensus’ mir-

rors ’the Japanese government’s refusal to .acknowledge
Japan’s own brutal history in World War II, the U.S.
bears the far more horrible onus of failing to answer to

ushering in the nuclear age by unleashing the atomic
bomb that killed 200,000 men, women, and childrenina -
- matter of minutes on Aug. 6, 1945, This despite docu-

mentary evidence showing that the bomb was militarily
unnecessary, since ‘Japan was about to surrender, and
that Truman’s own generals, mcludmg Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, urged him not to use-it.!

Far from the 50th anniversary of the end of World .

War IT allowing the rulers to close the door on either
the conflicts of that era or those of the post-World War
II'nuclear age, the anniversary has put the spotlight on

- the emergence of forms of genocide which our *post-

Cold War’” world was supposed to have terminated.

Who could look at the pictures of Grozny, the capital
of Chechnya pounded to rubble by Russian bombs, and
not be reminded of the rubble of European cities in
World War I1? Who could view the brutal bombing for

weeks of even the small villages of Chechnya and doubt

!:hat this is a genocidal war on a people for daring to seek
independence? That-Chechnya’s near-total destruction

1. See Gar Alperovitz’s “Hu‘oshlma Hxstonans Reasess ” For-
eign Policy 99, Summer 1995 pp 15-34.

was not allowed to mar the allegedly good relations on -
‘display between the U.S. and Russia during the V-E' Day
‘celebrations indicts as criminal the kind of “neutrality”

in the “internal affairs of other countries” that is in
fact, complicity with genocide.”

But the complicity of the West and Russia i in the war
against Bosnia remains the test of world politics. Over

the past two months they have made it clearer than ever
that they oppose any attempt to help the Bosnians pre- -

serve a multiethnic society.: Even the seizure of UN

‘“peacekeepers” by the Bosnian Serbs became nothing-

more than an occasion for the West to back down from

the most limited threats that action might be taken.

against the Serbian attacks on Bosnia,

- As a result, the Serbs have now taken the brazen step’ -
. of “overrunning the UN-designated

“safe-haven” - of
Srebrenica and- Zepa -threaten to plunge all of Bosnia

" into a new cycle of “‘ethnic cleansing.”” The three million
* men, women and-children who have been killed, raped, -
or made refugees by this war have truly put all of West-

ern “civilization’ ontrial as accomplices to genocide.

‘As we have argued from the start of ‘this crisis, the
events .in Bosnia are a sharp indictment of the Left,
which has largely failed to stand in solidarity thh it.

The Left’s failure to oppose the fascist war on Bosnia

raises many -questions about whether it-can confront

the visage of fascxsm which has emerged rxght here at

home.

This visage was brought to the fore by the growth of

the far-right militias which have gamed so much atten-
tion since the terrorist bombing in Oklahoma City on

April 19. In their readiness to fight for ‘‘race and na-

tion,” they bear a striking resemblance to the “citizens

" militias” that have sparked the war in Bosnia. Most
alarming of all is the strength and influence they have

exhibited since April 19.

Who would have believed that their influence has
~grown’ so strong that a proposed Conference of-the
States—intended to be a meeting of leaders of state gov-

ernments in Philadelphia in October to push for “states’

; rights —was called off in July when rightist extremists
" saw in it ‘a plot to impose a “one world government”?

Despite the conference’s comnservative agenda, ‘the far-
right’s barrage of fax and phone messages convinced so

many legislators not. to attend that the National Gover-\ o

nors Association had to cancel the event.

- Such a bizarre happening attests to the-climate of ret-
" rogression that was firmly established when the Nov. 8
elections brought Gingrichism to congressional power as.

(Continued ont page 5)-
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Islamlc fundamentallsm s assault on women

by Neda Azad
fl‘hroughout the Muslim world, fundamentalist move-
"ments have been gaining strength. At the same time,
there has been‘a failure to recognize the retrogressive

nature of these movements, particularly with regard to

“.-women. Instead too. many leftist intellectuals—Edward

"Said and Michel Foucault would be two prominent exam-:
. ples—and even some feminists have suggested that we
' need to understand that the Muslim world, long exploit-

 ‘ed and caricatured by the West, is so different culturally

and historically from Europe and North America that

feminism -as understood in the West has: little relevance g

there. As‘'someone who grew up in one of these societies,
Iran, T would argue that such a view is inaccurate and
misguided; that it uncritically accepts Islamist propagan-
da with regard to-what women in these societies want.

Gender relations are not a marginal aspect of Islamist

ideology. Rather, an important strength of fundamental-
ist movements lies in the creation of an illusion that a
return to traditional/patriarchal relations is the answer
to the many social and economic problems that Third.

- World countries face as part of the crxsxs -ridden world ~

_capitalist system. - -

® In Iran the government of the Is]amxc Repubhcan
Party (IRP) continues to jail and torture thousands of
women who refuse to comply with their segregationist
rules. Strict government enforcement of the hijab (head
. covering) and periodic rounding up, ﬁnes, torture, and
- imprisonment of, ,women on charges of ‘“‘improper hijab”

continue. Women remain segregated and are restr:cted '

in their choice of career; employment, and education.?

@ There have been frequent reports of human rights
violations against Sudanese women since the Nation-
‘al Islamic Front (NIF) assumed power in a 1989 coup
d’etat. The process of Islamization and Arabization of
Sudan, where. the dlssentlng southern region is Black,
Animist, and Christian, is rigidly pursued. The new gov-
"ernment has enforced the wearing of the hnab and has
segregated women in educational institutions.?

@ In Afghanistan women were ordered to observe
the  hijab following the mujahidin victory. Golbadin
Hekmatyar, a leader of the victorious  mujahidin, had
gained notoriety for throwing acid on the exposed legs of
a female university student in the early. 1980s. Women

“in Pashtun Taliban-controlled areas may not leave their

homes unless they are accompanied by a male relative
and then only with completely covered heads.

‘® In Algeria, the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) has
* unleashed a campaign of terror against foreigners; left-
ists, all those educated in French schools, as well as
feminists. The FIS has vowed, when it comes to power,

' to stop women’s employment, to make sexual relations
-outside marriage punishable by death, and to enforce the -

hijab. Since 1992 over 50 women have been assassinated

and many more stabbed or raped by the fundamentalists -

" for not wearing a head scarf, for wearing Western cloth-
ing (like blue jeans), for working alongside men, or for
living without a male guardian in their apartments.
. Algerian feminists have strongly and consistently pro-
tested all violations of their rights, beginning with the
i 1984 Famlly Code that confirmed traditional Islamic

Maurmus femmlsts
 fight communalism

CurepJpe Mauritius—Lindsey Collen’s novel, The
Rape of Sita, is still banned in Mauritius. The violent at-
tacks against her have abated somewhat and support for
free speech has gained ground. However, communal ten-
sions have continued to get worse:

" First there was a communalist-Muslim gathering that
burned a newspaper with strong Hindu fundamentalist

" traits edited by S. Ramalingun. Then, at Hindu House
there was the public burning of three. newspapers ac-
cused: of being anti-Hindu (most newspapers are still
owried and controlled by a Catholic elite). Even a road

* accidenit created a riot,: which then risked developmg
communal dynamics.

Two journalists were arrested, 1eleased and are on tri-

" al under the official secrets ‘act. The recent visit of the.

Leader of the Opposition of the BJP (fundamentalist
party in India) has added to tensions. The hierarchy of
the Catholic church has systematxcally opposed anti-dis-
crimination regulations in its schools, which -are totally
" funded by the state.
. The background to the social tensions has to do with
IMF-World Bank politics propagated by the present gov-
“ernment and the present opposition: the wild scramble
for tenders, for grabbing bits of privatized industries and

for contracts by sections of the bourgeoisie. The propa- .
ganda about “the Mauritian miracle’’ that the IMF and"

- World Bank spread tends to cause a deep-seated hysteria
in the poor masses, who live precamously and in poverty
while the country is flaunted as a “‘success story” where
everyone is well off. :

-.On the good s;de, we'in Muvman Liberasyon Fam are
foundmg ‘members of the Movement Against Communal-

ism, which has become very big in its first two or three
months of existence: The movement supports secularism

~and freedom of consciénce, opposes all forms of classifi-
~_cation and categorization of people by religion or race,
and supports freedom of expression. As well as-the total-
ity of the trade union movement and big sections of the
women’s: movement, we. have also attracted .music
_groups, sportsmen and wemen,. preschool - playgroup

teachers and parents, environmental groups, and con-:
sumers’ unions into thls wide movement against com-

. munahsm - —Muvman beerasyon Fam -

Iaws that allow a man the right to dxvorce his w1fe for
any reason and to practice polygamy. .

® In Bangladesh, Islam was declared the state reli- |
gion in"1988. Fundamentalist clerics have issued a fatwa’
- (religious decree) calling for the death of feminist Mus-

lim writer and poet Taslima Nasrin. Nasrin is the author
-of a popular novel Shame (1993) which recounts the k111-
ing of & group of Hindus by Muslim fundamentalists.?

@ In Pakistan poet Akhtar Hamid Khan, known for
his ‘support ‘of family

_ | planning, education, and

N employment for impov-
erished = women,
been threatened with ex-

ment and the ulama (Is-
§-lamic clergy). The 1979
Hudud Ordinance elimi-
nated the distinction be-
tween rape and sex be-
'l tween unmarried .con-
senting adults—calling
both adultery—and

of the accused woman.
This law was strictly enforced during the rule of General
Zia’ al-Haq and Ghulam Ishaq. Benazir Bhutto has not

(Continued on page 11)

1. See Nayereh Tohldl, “Gender and Islamic Fundementalism:

Femmlst Politics in Iran,” in Third World Women & the Poli-
--tics of Feminism, ed. by Mohanty, Russo, and Torres (Bloom-
ington: Indiana Umversxty Press, 1991). On the 1979 Iranian

Revolution, see Raya Dunayevskaya, Women's Liberation and .

the Dialectics of Revolution (New Jersey: Humanities Press,
1985).

2. See Ali Abdalla Abbas, “The Natlonal Islamic Front and the
Politics of Education,” MERIP (September-October ~1991):
28-25; and Newsletter of Women Living Under Muslim
Laws, July 6, 1992,

3. See *Man sukut nakhavaham kard”’ [T Will Not Be Sl]enced]
in Keyhan (London), January 6, 1993. See also Naila Kabeer,

“The Quest for National Identity: Women, Islam and the State -

of Bangladesh,” in Women, Islam & the State, ed. by Deniz

Kandiyoti (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1991), -

115-243.

has -

ecution by the -govern- -

sanctioned the flogging.

[Tiinots Clemency Project |

Cb!lcago—-Elghteen women_serving time in Illinois

; f prisong-are seeking clemency from Governor Jim Edgar

on the grounds-that they were abused by the men they

~ killed or attempted to kill: Lawyers for the Illinois Clem-

ency Project for Battered Women. obtained clemency. for

~four women in-1994 ‘and hope for sxmllar results this

summer.
The women in each case suffered serious vxolence at

- the hands of a spouse or boyfriend, who controlled them

“through physical, sexual and mental abuse, often for
years. If they tried to escape they were stalked and their

lives, and_lives ‘of -family members, were threatened

Each woman believed she had no alternatwe but to de-

" fend Herself, , L

Many of the women recewed poor lega] representatlor
from public defenders who did not mention the abuse
The judge didn’t permit the abuse to be presented at-al
or it was not glven adequate consideration in sentencing
Where women’s lives have been threatened for years, the
law fails to recognize that the women were acting'i in self
defense. ;

The fact that these womien had\ tofresort to violence
speaks to the problem of domestic violence worldwide. Ir

~ the U.8. a womanis beaten every 15 seconds and domes

tic violence is the leading cause of injury to women.age
25 to44. Yet the indifference to this crime is woven inti
our legal system and our male-dominated society. Polict
do not respond seriously to calls for help, prosecutor:
won’t seek penalties, and judges won’t impose them..

The Clemency - Project attorneys presented petxtlon‘
before the Prisoner Review Board in mid-July. They con
tend the courts ruled harshly despite the fact that mos
of the women had no prior criminal -background. Each o
the women was convicted of killing, injuring, or conspir
ing to kill, an abuser. Amazingly, sentences for conspira

¢y to kill are sometimes as stiff as first degree murder, .

Governor Edgar may make his decision as early as'Au

" gust. To support these women, call, write, or e-mail Gov
ernor Jim Edgar in Chicago at-312/814-2121; in Spring
field; :217/782-0244; address: Governor Jim ‘Edgar
Springfield, IL = 62706; e-mail: governor.illinois(
accessil.com. Contact the Illinois Clemency Project fo
Battered Women at 312/583- 8016 ' - . —Sharon M

Rewew artlcle Lesb/ans Talk Issues

In the brlef years since the Stonewall Riots of 1969,
there has been no shortage of internal debate and, dls-

. sent within lesbian and gay liberation movements. ‘But
the philosophic vision needed for a fully revolutionary
movement has been oft-muted, eschewed in favor of iso-
lated activism and cultural representation. The current
_morass and crisis this produces is mirrored in three vol-
umes from a new seneS, Lesbians Talk Issues (London,
1992-94). Published in Britain, they aim “to provide a
forum in which topics of current interest within the in-

ternational legsbian community can be dissected and dis-

cussed with 1mmed1acy and ﬂemblhty” (Lesbians Ta]k
‘ QueerNotzons p. 63).

Three political volumes tackle the contemporary situa-
tlon from vastly different perspectives. Cherry Smyth,
an Irish lesbian poet, teacher and activist, embraces the
pro-sex, tramsgressive, and anti-assimilationism of queer
politics in Lesbians Talk Queer Notions, noting that the
presence of queer movements “in the early '90s marks

“the shape of the territory to come with an irrevocable

and necessary passion”’ (LT@QN, p. 60).
Yet -Smyth cannot hide the fact that queer poht:cs

- doesn’t address systemic questions such as racism and.

capitalism; indeed, queer activism could land us in an in-
finite “transgress.” “Queer offers the terms of trans-
gressive and subversive, but transgressive of what? Sub-
-versive of what? Those elements seem unsaid, lost.in
_ this wave of energy that is being named queer,” notes

Philip Derbyshire, a gay activist who combats police bru- -

tality (p.-46). Others fear “the movement is in danger of
a typically postmodern slippage from ethxcs to aesthet-
ics” (p. 34).

Lesbians Talk Makmg Black Waves is the most.conse-
‘quential of these volumes. Even the title suggests a pur-
posive disruption of a racist, sexist, homophobic status
quo. Taking up the lived intersections of class, race, gen-
der, sexuality and immigration; Valerie Mason-John and

Ann Khambatta are aware that this is the first book to -

single out lives of Black lesbians in Britain. (All these

" books use Black as it is understood in the UK., to in-
clude all people of color, immigrants, and foreigners.)

The history they record moves from the lesbophobia in

‘ OWAAD (Organisation of Women of African and Asian
Descent) in the late 1970s to the establishment of two-

national Black lesbian conferences dubbed ‘Zami’ in
recognition of Audre Lorde’s recovery of this Afro-Carib-
bean term for women who love women. ]

Activity included the Haringey Black Action (HBA):
“In- 1987..HBA organised a national demonstration,
Smash the Backlash, which was attended by 4,000 peo-

) ple” (p. 17). The authors note that in “‘the 1990s racism
in Britain has increased, alongside homelessness, unem-
ployment, cuts in local authority services, homophobla
and- repressive immigration measures. The impact on
Black lesbians has been profound” (p. 18).

Their inclusion of immigration issues is increasingly

* urgent. Zehra, born in Turkey, points out that “[tlhe -

most racist face of the British state is its immigration

controls, and it exercises'these in a very thorough -

. way...Everywhere you are there are extensions of those

controls. Everything centers around the fact that you

don’t belong here—so what the hell are you doing here?”
(pp 33-34).

These Black lesbxans critique “‘ahistorical” attempts

g to protect her

to defend rac1al purity-and resist havmg ‘our 1dent1
‘ties...pared down or silenced i in the name of black unity,’
which they categorize as an “ineffective and ‘dangerou
response to White racism” (p..36). - -

But this emphasis on difference leads even these per
ceptive writers into' a quagmire where individual an
particular have forced the universal out of the picture
In the desire to honor all our !‘complexities” and-‘‘poten
tial”? (p.-8); the need to create-an entirely new society i
not :articulated. Instead there is a: flood .of chscouragq
ment: !
The feeling of optimism and faith in the possibility
real political change has waned as successive legislati
measures curbing the rights of all marginalised peop
-have been passed...{Y]ears of Thatchemsm and now
jor have killed a lot of people’s spirits...[W]e are-scur.
ing around like headless chickens with no solid strategig
for creating and setting a moverient’s focus (p. 52).

This type of discouragement is patent in Lesbians Ta
Left- Politics. Here Kristina Studzinski “‘aims to esta
lish whether there is still a space for Left politics in t}
fight for lesbian and gay.equality” (p: 9, emphasis mmé

(Contmued on page 11) °

by Mary Jo Grey

Internatlonal support is growing to protect the hfe
Flor de Maria Salguero dé Laparra, an organizer in d
Guatemalan magquiladora industry. Flor de Maria
savagely beaten and repeatedly raped on May 17 in re‘q
iation " for representing 27 young women workers
-Juana Modas garment factory in Guatemala City. Th
are accusing the U.S. owner, Grek Sung Bank, of sexy
harassment and - illegally firing workers involved
union organizing.- Despite phone threats and fears 5

“could become *‘disappeared,” she’ continues her wo
U.S. women trade unionists and- activists have form
STITCH (Support Team International for Textileras)
support Flor de Maria and other maquiladora organiz
and urge. people to contact the Guatema}an governme

Sk % *, y

Alabama may soon become the last state to stop ch
ing rape victims for the gathering of evidence needed|
prosecute their attackers. The Alabama House of Rep
sentatives voted on July 24 to require the ‘state to-J
the $200 for such forensic .examinations. They w
forced to take such action by the 1994 Federal Viole!
Against Women Act or lose $35 million in federal mor
As recently as 1985, 45% of the states offered little or
assistance ta rape victims in the collection of evidence

. The 800,000-member: National Housewives Fed
tion, formed: 13 years ago in Italy as a social ac
group, has voted to turn itself into a union to bargain
Italy’s nine million full-time and six million part-t
women homemakers, They plan:to demand a state-aj

" pension plan and salaries for those women who stop.
mde awork for the first five years of their children’s liv]
—Information from Feminist Vo
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Support key to Detroit newspaper strike

DetI'OIt——Two weeks after the Detroit newspaper»~

strike began on-July 13, all you can‘hear in front of the
scab operation building in downtown is drivers honking
in support and the response of striking workers, and the

yells against scabs whenever they are vanned in or out of

the building. The strike has received widespread support_
from.subscribers who have cancelled- subscriptions, as’
well ‘as other unions whose members join the picket line.

Advertisers have initially pulled their accounts, but
none of the strikers believe this is genuine support—just
‘economics since for now paper.delivery is erratic. The
newspaper agency has dumped thousands of bundled pa-
pers (to drive up circulation statistics) and carriers have

- Motor Cargo union fight

*Newark, Cal.—Drivers and dockworkers at Motor
Cargo, a frexght company based in Salt-Lake City with a -

terminal here in Newark (south of Oakland), have been
on strike since March. After having certified the union in
‘a- unanimous - vote and entered into negotiations, the
company wanted to discuss having an open shop, where
each worker would chogse to be in the union or not. The
union refused to discuss this since it’s illegal in Califor-

nia; the company ﬁgured it could get away with it be- ‘

cause they’re based in Utah, a right-to-work state. -
Many drivers in Local 70 (the Teamsters local the Mo-
tor Cargo employees voted to affiliate with) are angry.
about this strike and see it as crucial because-this is one
of the many non-union carriers paying low wages and
undercutting the freight charges of better union shaps
like Willig and Yellow. The picket liné is up daily in New-
ark (6700 Smith Ave.) and many of the trucks that leave

the yard are followed by Local 70 members who set up -

an ‘ ambulatory picket’’ wherever the scabs take thelr
freight.

This has put a lot of pressure on the customers to take -

their freight elsewhere, especially because no union driv-
ers will deliver there while the pickets are up. It has
beeén effective, but the company fights back by telling a
lot of lies, both to their scabs and their customers. They
tell the customers they don’t have a labor dispute going
on—Dbut of course our pickets tell a different story.

So the company has to aggressively ook for new busi-"
ness all the time, which it does with its salesmen. One
recent morning on the picket line two of these young,:
sharp looking salesmen came out to talk with us, acting
very innocent by saying they didn’t know what the strike
was’ about (supposedly they had Just been hlred) and
wanted to “find out what’s going on.’

One driver who had worked there for a year before the
itrike started was telling them the company is lying
~hen it says they’re not losing business “because I stand
iere and see all the equipment in there that isn’t going
inywhere, so all the graphs and statistics they put out to
prove’ everything’s okay with them mean nothing to
ne:” ‘Then he callad those two salesmen the. company’s
fhuman toilet paper” because they “ciean up the man's

rrap.”’ On that note they turned around and went back
—Teamsters Local 70 driver- =

nsxde to thelr work.

(Contmued from page 1)

i oday in the U.S. we have the illusion of a basic 40-hour

workweek, but the “normal worklng day” seems to be
more and more rare, at least in manufacturing. All
hcross the country workers are suffering from and strug-
fling against overtime, and ten-hour and 12-hour, often
otating, shifts. Why?

At Jeast part of the answer involves what today’s capi-

ists-call ¢ utlhza‘mon ” “Constant capital, the means of
roduction,” Marx wrote, “only exist to absorb labor...
Yhile they fail to do this, their mere existence causes a

Eproprlate labor durlng all the 24 hours of the day is,
? Utilization becomes more 1mportant to capital as,

’1th new technolo&f, the mvestment in constant capltal
FOWS.

st to eat and sleep in. preparatxon for another round of
ork “The laborer neéds time for satisfying his intel-
tual and social wants,” Marx wrote. The struggle for
norms.l workmg day ‘was important for Marx because
was a demand which arose from.the workers them-
Ives and it prefigured a new, non-capitalist, truly hu-
society where production would be regulated by
workers themselves and time freed up by shortening
-working-day would be avaxlable for mdlvxdual self—
elopment.

The movement of workers that grew out of early capi-
ist conditions of labor was for “‘a legally limited work-

> worker sells is ended, and when his own begins.’ "
aving dside the question of “legally limited” (there is.
legal limit to the working day in Illineis), is it enough
the 1990s to know when work will end and our time
n?. ‘

n other words, if Sundays are no longer off hmxts if
t hours is no longer the standard (except, perhaps, in
abstract), if sleep patterns are totally disrupted, if
r own time” is so contorted by the demands of capi-
that we are-isolated from the means to satisfy our
‘ellectual -and social wants,”” isn’t there a need for a
‘movement ‘for a normal workmg day? Or‘has that
ggle begun and we have yet to catch its presence or’
ificance? - , ,

€ .

......

lative loss to the capitalist, for they represent during
he time they lie fallow, a useless advance of capital.... To.

erefore theinherent tendency of 'capitalist produc-'

Workers, on the other hand need time off—and not ‘

day, which shall make clear ‘when the time which -

“also dumped them (in disgust). : v
‘This is a union-busting strike, set up by the Detroit

Newspaper Agency -which manages both-struck papers,
the Detroit Free Press and the Detroit News. In the sec-
ond week, they withdrew their offer and there have been

" no negotiations since. A woman in the customer service

department said that scabs had been lured into Detroit
with promises of free meals and rooms, and up to $800 a

week;, only to find $6 and $7 an hour jobs in chaotic con-

dxtlons
A reporter talked about how important the union was

- in fighting for ergonomic computer equipment and fur-

niture after they had researched repetitive injury prob-
lems from keyboard work. He said it was a sad comment.
that parts of the movie “Hoffa” had been filmed in the
Detroit News newsrooms because the furmture and

lighting had not changed in 40 years!

The strike involves reporters, sales staff, prlnters

drivers, mailers and other staff—six unions who have.

stuck together thus far. Management s strategy is to

“break apart the striking unions. Already some high pro-

file reporters have crossed the line to file stories, and

.others (over 40) still on strike recently signed a letter

urging the Guild to return to the bargaining table inde-

“pendently of the other unions, especially the Teamsters.

But most workers said they are in this strike to the

end. Two women told me they had lost their previous

jobs in non-union shops without the chance to fight and

~save them. Many workers commented on the importance

of financial and person-tosperson support the strikers

_-are getting from other workers. This strike is going to be
- long and important, not only for a labor town ‘like De-
troit, but for all U S. Workers

—Strike supporter

One striker’s oplmon of scabs in the Detroxt newspa-

‘per strike

Painto follow OSHA cuts

_ Evanston, Ill.—The
‘Health Admlmstratlon {OSHA) killed its proposed ergo-
nomics regulations in June. Under development for five

years, _the rules were supposed to slow down the epidem- -

ic of repetitive strain injuries (RSD), injuries caused by

repeating the same motions again and again. But the Re- -

publican Congress, which was already cutting the OSHA
budget, added cuts of $3.5 million mere to wipe out the
ergonomics program intended to help adapt the work en-

- vironment to the worker.

Each year, hundreds of thousands of workels get RSI
It has doubled since-1984 because of the proliferation 6f

. computers-in offices. Computer: users—now 40 million

strong in the U.S.—~typically spend many hours in the

. same  position repeating the same motions with - few:
_ breaks. The first time I wore splints to work for my own
: tenidinitis, I was shocked: at how many co-workers con-

fided in me that.they too had RSI problems. Then I
started noticing how many people are walking around

wearing sphnts, like lots of supermarket checkout clerks:.
- The risk is even greater for workers in factories that -
" process meat, poultry-and fish, for the same reason: hu-

man bodies forced to adapt to the demands of a work

process designed to:maximize production, pushing the
* destruction of nerve and muscle tissue beyond the point -

that rest can heal.
. OSHA already has only 1,000 mspectors to monitor
conditions at 3.6 million work sites. Now the Republi-

‘cans want to eut that even more. They cry over the poor
- capitalists who-have to spend money to make work safer,

and don't give a damn about the 10,000 workers killed

on thejob each year and the 100,000 that die from long--

term occupational diseases. Or the six ‘million injured

-and 60,000 permanently disabled.

What busmeSSes, government and dottors are mamly
interested in is increasing production and.reducing the
costs’of medical care and disability payments. ‘The only

" real cure for this crippling epidemic.is to transform the -

inhuman working processes that cause pain and disabili-

A2 . . N ) —Officeworker

Occupational ~Safety and

Staley buyaut bait re/ected

_Decatur, Ill.—In the contract [between Paperwork-
ers Local 7837 and A.E. Staley] there was something de-
cent for anyone who wasn’t going to go. back. If you

__wanted to go back, it was no good. After two and a half
- years, a lot of people have gone on with their lives: They

wanted an end, to get it over, emotionally and financial-

" ly. The vote, July 10, was 318 to reject and 241 to accept.

What Staley is saying with this offer is we don’t want
you back. They offered a ‘“Voluntary Hourly Separation-
Incentive Program’’ which lets. you sever out if you are
alive and had a birthday. It’s for everyone in the plant if

- they want to-take it,

Staley offered early retirement too. You also got to
choose a severance plus a pension multiplier for every
year of service. The contract included a list of everyone
to see exactly who was eligible by their birth dates, not
their names. For people not eligible for retirement, there -
was the ““Voluntary Bridge Program” ‘to get you to re- .
tirement. Not very many people were on the “bridge,”
but quite a few are eligible to retire.

They made the contract bad to stay in and good to get
out. The shift schedule Staley wants. is twelve-hour
shifts, rotating every three days. So you have three days
‘on, and three days off. '

Now we're in a Russian stand-off with Sta.ley The lo--
cal wrote a request to Staley to meet after we turned .
down the contract. They sent a return letter dated July.
26. 1t said, “Your proposals are based on outmoded sys-
tems from the 1960s, and we will riot return to those.”” It

~called them “unworkable and archaic.” It then asked if

we are willing to accept rotatihg shifts, a gystem to re-
solve grievances in a ‘““‘timely” way (meaning sweeping

_ them under the rug), and setting up a ‘‘skill block’” sys-- '
tem where you would have to learn three jobs in a year, =

then take a test. Staley could promote—or demote—you.

“at will, depending on what you learn after three years.

-And they asked us to accept unlimited subcontracting
too. ““We will not meet unless you are willing to accept

- all that” is what they were saying.

Staley wants 350- people back, no.more. Maybe if they
put the fear of God in them and maybe dangle the bait
again, enough people will take it. But there-werea lot of
older guys; even though it was advantageous to take the
offers, who felt they couldn’t'do it to the guys who had

. to go back, who maybe were old enough but did not have

too many years of seniority. They didn’t want to ‘stick it
to them. And a lot of the youhger workers knew they
could not survive. k
. A-Staley supp_ort worker

% £ #* N . 0

People were pissed off because when they got the pro-
posal, it was worse-than before, and they realized the
bargaining committee wasn’t lying to them. It came to'a
vote because there was that fraction of people always
looking to get what they could. They already had new

’ _jobs somewhere else. The others feel pleased about vot-

ing down the contract. However some voted: for it be-
cause they are havmg financial hardshxps 1 told one guy

that the local has progras 1o heip: tnen out; which we

put -out in the newsletter Once you let the committee
know, they give you some help, secretly, so no one
knows. This one guy didn’t know anythlng about the
committee, and he got in trouble.

Everyone has heard about the federal investigation at
ADM [Archer Daniels Midland] for unfair competition.
Back in the '70s, when they had their last strike at the
Decatur plant, ADM broke their -unions, the Grain-
millers and the Allied Industrial Workers (now Paper-
workers) the same as us. We can look across town and
see what would have happened to-us'if we took Staley S
“best and final offer” three years ago.

: —-Road warrior

After the Ralston strike
Battle Creek, Mich.—Tensions were pretty high
when workers went back after the 12-week strike at’
Ralston Foods here that had begun at the end of Febru-
ary. Although the members of Local 66 of the American
Federation of Grain Millers ratified the contract they
were finally offered, many weren’t happy with it.

1 had thought they would stay out longer, until all - -

their demands were met. They included everything from
retirement benefits, health insurance, job security. and
seniority rights. A lot of “issues were. not resolved and
will have to wait for the next negotiations. But when you
consider that this was just one-isolated group. of 300 -
workers who- were seeing the work from their plant
shunted off to other Ralston plants, it isn’t surprising

" that they settled. You can’t blame a worker for- wantlng

tohangontoa good-paymg job.
As soon as that strike was settled, there were rumors
here that the Grand Trunk Western Railroad workers

_ may strike over job cutbacks; I worked as a “gandy danc-

er” during the Vietnam War, laying track. It was the

only time in my life that I participated in a wildeat
. strike, There was an electrical storm and the GTWRR
* steel gang I worked on refused to work in the dangerous

conditions. If lightning struck near the rail; you had it."
The foreman threatened to fire a couple hundred of us
on the spot, but since we were out in the sticks some-
where between Edwardsburg and Cassopolis, Mich., he

"would have had a hard time findmg new employees S0

we won that day.
There are all kind of strikes hke these by small groups

- of workers, who put up-great fights but- are ultimately

defeated. ‘But, as I wrote to you earlier (see Readers’ -
Views, July N&L), if a spark is all that is néeded for a
revolution, we can be sure the stinking capitalist system
will provide plenty of them. —Postal worker - -
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From the Writings of Rayc Dunmvsknya
MARXIS‘I"—HUMANIS‘I‘
ARCHIVES

Editor’s note: Fifty years after U.S imperialism
dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasa-
ki—to this day, the only country to dare such bar-
barism—it still refuses to acknowledge the utter in-
} humanity of that act. To express our opposition to
. such depravity and to solidarize with the legacy of
“Japanese freedom- struggles which -the rulers on
-both sides of ‘the Pacific try to conceal, we are pub-

Left in Japan: Achievements and Goals,” originally
written as a report of her lecture tour in Japan in
'1965. The piece: first appeared in News & Letters,
February. 1966, and an edited version serves as a
"chapter in her Women'’s Liberation and the Dialec-
tics of Revolution. We have combined the two ver-
“sions in what follows below.

~A lecture tour through Japan is an exhilarating experi-
- ence for one coming from the United States where Marx-
~ism is notexactly the most popular doctrine. In contrast

. to the political atmosphere in the States, where even the
. -youth with a cause feels it necessary to vie with non-
committed groups in denying an ‘‘ideological” founda-
tion for his struggle for freedom, the New Left in Japan

is all:proudly Marxist, “‘anti- Stahmst and anti-imperial-
~ist; East and West.” These sharp outer differences not- -

w1thstand1ng, there is a deep affinity of purpose between

thie New Left in Japan and in the United States. Both -

‘the date of birth—1960—and the parallelism of ac-
txons-—~great mass demonstratmns in Japan against the

fs:t-downs signaling the start of the Negro Revolu-

: tmn—symbohze the béginnings of a whole new epoch of
development in both countries,
The 700 that came out, Dec. 4, to hear my first talk at
“the Telephone and Telegraph Workers’ Union hall in To-
kyo were representative of the whole spectrum of the

New Left. This was seen both from the introductory -

speeches which showed that, although the meeting was
. under the auspices of Zenshin,” independent- Marxists
“were also there, .and it was made clear from the ques-

“. tions-and discussion which followed the talk on “The

-Negro Revolution, the New:Left, and Marxism in Ameri-

a.” Furthermore, the questions disclosed an intense de-
sire to develop relations with the second America—the
~America”of the Negro Revolution, of the Free Speech
Movement, of rank-and-file labor struggles, of the anti-
‘Vietnam War teach-ins as well as the analyses of these
developments by Marxist groups. And the preponderant
presence of-youth was made manifest by what I would
" call the sheer adventure of philosophic explorations,

ranging from the historic gulf that separates the “Orien:

- — 3y
o oY
tal concept of Veid end Notningness” from the “Europe-

an (Hegelian) concept of negativity” through Sartre’s
Existentialism,. to the concrete urgency with which the
Hunganan Revolution mvested the Humanism of Marx-

" The:focal pomt of the dlscusswn however remained
“'the need for revolutionary regroupment, the need for
. solidarity - between freedom  fighters = the world
over--between “workers and students and those who
were fighting for and had won national independence
- from Western imperialism that would not fall prey to
Stalinism of either the Russian or Chinese variety.

1 do not mean to give the impression that the whole of -
" -the New Left is anti-Stalinist. The oppressive air of Mao-

ism which dominates the Communist Party of Japan
(JCP) hangs heavily also over a good part of the intellec-

- tual left. As.was evident from another meeting, this time

at the Waseda University, which was attended by nearly
1,000 students en Dec. 19, more than a little residue of
- Stalinism  is - imbedded also .in" 'some anti-Stalinist
groupings...

"~ “The Waseda Umvefsn;y Students Paper irivited me to
“write for:it, In the article,. entitled ““The Humanism of
: Marx is the Basw Foundatxon for Today s Antx-Stahn‘
- ism,”..I wrote:

it is- net ‘some “bourgeoxs scho]ars who*

brought: Marx’s. Humanism onto the histori¢
. 8tage, but masses in motion, masses in motion
“against established -Communism, masses in

* Zenshin {Forwardj is the organ-of the NC-JRCL. To avoid
= confasion which would arise from the fact that the Japanese .
N Revolutmnary Communist League contains. the  Trotskyist
grouping as well as those like Zenshin and Liberation who _

have S 't not.only from the Communist Party but from Trots-
: each group by } hename of xts organ

lishing excerpts of Raya Dunayevska‘ya’s “The New |}
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On the 50th anmversary of the bombmg of leoshima Nagasakr

- The legacy of Japan S freedom movements

motzon against American imperialism, masses
in motion against British, French, Belgian im-
v pena]zsm masses in motion agamst all exist-
ing societies. Stalinism, be it in Russian or
" Chinese garb, should not be allowed to sully
Marx 's concept of revolution and vision of the

“all-round’ man..

There must be no more Hiroshimas and -
Nagasakis. And something a great deal less :
honorary than “a degenerated workers’ state”
should be reserved for retrogressionists, for

- any who expound the barbarous view that a

“new civilization” can first be built on the ru- -
ins of what would be left of the wor]d after a
thermon uclear war..

‘L HIROSHIMA

INTERNATIONALISM

- The deep internationalism of the Japanese youth can
be seen in the peace rally held in Hiroshima on Dec. 8. If
you recross the international date line, you’ll f'md it is
Dec. 7 in the States.

Now anyone feels very small and very humble when
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Painting by Kazou Aklyama, survivor of leoshxma bombing

he arrives in- eroshlma A wsxt to the Peace-Museum is

a most harrowing and sobering experience, guaranteed

to fill your night with ghoulish nightmares, and by
morning kindling such wrath in you against America for

‘that fiendish act of dropping the A-bomb that you are

quite ready to forget that you too are American, and that

- there is.a second America, one that is determined that

there be no more Hiroshimas, no more Nagasakis.

It seemed mconcelvable that the very city that Ameri-
can imperialism atom-bombed would hold a rally i in com-

" memoration of all who died the. night when Japanese im-
__perialism attacked Pear] Harbor. Yet that is exactly what

took place in Hiroshima on Dec..8, 1965. I felt treplda-
tion when I arose to speak and 1 began very slowly: -

“While I do_ not wish to minimize Japanese militar-
ism’s role’in the second imperialist world war, the day of
infamy that will never be erased from history is not Dec.
7, but Aug. 6.'And when that-day of infamy was extend-
ed ‘and on Aug. 9th, Nagasaki was atom-bombed, hell on

earth seeried to be the only reality left. Because we are

gathered here to make sure that that dehumanized ver-

- sion of reality does not repeat itself, our anti-war: strug-

gles must be inseparable from those aimed at eradncatlng
that which is at the root of all wars: class society.” :
Besides the peace rally, there was a public meeting un-

" der the auspices of the Marxist Student League, the

Marxist Young Workers” League, and Zenshin that was

. attended by about 300. There were also smaller meetings

with the students and the student-press of Hiroghima

University who were mterested in all the detaﬁs of the-

Berkeley Revolt.

The most impressive part of those meetmgs with
Zenshin which concerned themselves - specifically with

those questions on which we did not agree—the theory

of state-capitalism and my emphasis on the working out
of the philosophy of Marxism for our age as taking pnece-

. 'dence over the question of “‘the vanguard party”—
“the presence of workers from all basic industries, auto,

electric power, shipyards, etc., etc. They were concerned

with establishing relations for action, as the Nagasaki
.- Shipyard workers with those in the Clyde in Scotland
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liberation and freedom itself réal. To grasp the meann’

* I was invited to Japan in 1965 to make a tour around Marx;

. many meetings with the left -of the left of the left; the left of

. free we think we are, we shouldn’t fool ourselves that the id

_.how hand we work, there wxll be, certam taints that we ¢

where Haryy McShane: had distributed leaflets calhng for
common action between Scottish and Japanese shipyard
workers. And there was also deep concern with ideas.

In contrast to what is the situation now among trade:
unions in the U.S,, the political-groups in Japan have

“shop papers that are openly Marxist. Just as a group

among the shipyard -workers—the Social Science Re-
search Club--were the ones to.translate and publish a
Marxist-Humanist analysis of The Sovict Economy and
the Law of Value—A Revision or Reaffirmation of Marx-
ism?, so auto, coal, and steel were most interested in
publishing Workers Battle Automation by Charles Den-
by, editor of News & Letters.. In what other countries

" did groups of trade unionists publish such theoretical as
~well as class struggle analyses? And wheré else would a

Marxist group that does not fully ‘agree with another
Marxist grouping in a different country publish the oth-
er's views  precisely on' -the points in disagree-
ment—state-capitalism, . and the’ ‘philosophical essays on
Marx’s Humamsm Today and the Afro- Asxan Revolu-

" tions?

That  this dynamlsm of ideas characterlzes not only
workers who are pohtxca]ued” was most clearly evident
in Toyota. ‘ : : ‘

ZENGAKUREN MARXISM
AND THE
ACADEMIC MILIEU

i ..The hxghest poxnt reached by
; Zengakuren (All Japan Federation of Stu-
dent Governments) was in- that pivotal
year 1960 when it led mass demonstra-
tions against: both U.S. imperialism and
its'own Kishi government. And because by
then the Zengakuren was not merely a
student “ movement, but a political - one
_ that truly represented the majority of the
people, they succeeded in stopping Eisen:
hower’s projected trlp to Japan and-in
forcmg Kishi to resign.

These, however, were “not_its greatest
achievements. The greatest ‘achievement
was this: Outside of the bourgeoisie, every
strata of the populatlon, labor and wornen
included, came alive.*

In those struggles against the Amerl
can-Japanese Security Treaty, as botk

- symbol of continued American dominatior
. and the resurgence of 1ts own bourge01s1e
__.the self-development:.of the so-called-com,
mon-man reached s0 high a point that i
created a true. basis for independen:

~ Marxism...fbut] the very success-of it
.. ventures meant the end. of one type of co
~hesiveness. The political tendencies withy
‘in‘it, the very. ones that helped Jead i
away from the CP, now found their theo|
ries tested in practice, and prepared 't
shift their concentration from the studen
‘movement.to the class struggle, and “th
bulldmg of a revolutlonary Marxist: pay
ty”.
Merleau-Ponty once. expressed the tru
purpose of philosophy most succinctly and profound]
when he stated that it must be “‘spontaneity whui
teaches.” : One - hundred years before . Merleau-Pont
Marx, in arguing against those who wanted *‘to negate
philosophy by, as he put it, “turmng one’s back on ph
losophy...and murmuring a few trite and ill-humordg
phrases,” » insisted that the only way ‘“to abolish” philo
ophy is ‘““to realize it,” that is te say, make the theory |

of spontaneous action and have philosophy merge wﬂ
praxis ig the only way to ‘realize it. Each by itself is ‘on|
sided; only in unity can reality be transformed’ and thy
philosophy realized. It is toward this end that the Né
Left strives. Therein lies the affinity of ideas betwe
the New Left in-Japan and in. the Umted States

*My dxscussxon about . the actmty of the women was by'
means lilited to discussions in Japan. I kept raising the inti
national -aspect on my return because of the unevenness in

developnient of Women’s Liberation everywhere. In a talk
WRAP (Women’s Radical Action Project) at the University
Chicago .in April of 1969, during the: demonstrations- aro
Marlene Dixon’s' tenure, the- questxon came up. agam He

.what I said then: )

and Frepdom when it was translated into Japanese, and T

Zengakuren The women had been every bit as active as”
men in the struggles there. Indeed, the Zengakuren demonst]
tions against Eisenhower led to gne-death and that was a wi
an, Michiko. Kanba, a 'student fronz Tokyo University. ¥et, T4
there for two weeks before I heard a woman take the floor.
nally asked them-where they were keeping the women?-
men said that though they had known I was a woman befo;
arrived, to actually see me standmg up there lecturing for hq

every day was a “shockmg sight.,”” At one meeting I. ﬁnally
some women to open up-(and that’s only. because they wj]
teachers, but not college teachers). They said that there i

any woman in a leadershxp role in the party, and they were
not as free as women in Americal Well, it is true that w:ome
- America speak up:more. But Marxinsisted that no matter’

of the ruling class aren’t the ideas of society—and -no m

with us:; -
: o
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CAN THE IDEA OF
FREEDOM

RE-MOBILIZE TODAY'S
MASS MOVEMENTS?

(Contmued from page 1)
>hase 11 of the counter-revolution Reaganism launched

n the 1980s. The speed with which the Right has been -

ible to move us back by decades since then is unprece-
lented. It has achieved draconian congressional cuts in

velfare, education, and preservation of the environment, .

vhile Black youth, single mothers and immigrants have
een demonized, if not criminalized. .

No less shockmg was the rate at which the Supreme
Jourt in the last weeks of its 1994-95 session overturned

andmark decisions established through four long and -

urbulent decades. Even the historic 1954 Brown vs.

Joard of Education case, which had supposedly ‘de- .

troyed the moral and legal rationalization for educa-
ional segregation, was under attack in a ruling that un-
lercut a desegregation plan in Kansas City.

The Court also struck a blow at the constitutionahty
sf Federal affirmative action programs and seriously un-
lermined the redistricting provisions flowing from the
Voting Rights Act which the Civil Rights Movement had

‘orced Congress to adopt back in 1965. It could pave the -

way for decimation of Black representation in Congress

n-some seuthern states on a scale not seen since post- .

Reconstruction.

In decision after dec1smn there was no. “left wing” on
‘his.Court. Indeed, the Court has become the new stan-
lard-bearer-of the kind of “states’ rlghts” that has long

seen the battle cry of American racism, from the Civil .

Nar to the attacks on the Civil Rights Movement during
‘he 1960s. Its pull is now at work in everything from the
>roposition 187 attack en immigrants in California to

‘he Colorado vote to deprive gays of protection from dis-
'rimmatlon, which the Court will rule on at its next ses-:

llOI’l

ermination of the abysmally ignorant Old South bigot
fesse: Helms to drastically cut the amount spent on
\IDS—because, he says, it is ‘‘transmitted by people en-
faged in unnatural acts”! It is also manifested in the
rovernment’s determination to put former Black Pan-
her Mumia Abu-Jamal to death Aug. 17—a Black man

ramed in 1981 for the murder of a policeman, whose tri- .

il made it clear he is being punished, not for the murder
1e-did not commit but because of his radical pohtical be-
iefs.

Far ‘from  any “separatxon of pOWe!‘S" promdmg a
‘balance” of competing interests, the U.S. today is char-
icterized by an unprecedented political realignment in°
vhich everything is tilted to the Right. The irony is that

it a moment when so many have embraced the notion of .

lclvﬂ ‘society” (the notion of a plurality of institutions
vhich “balance” each other and thereby act as a check
pon the power of the state) as an alternative to revolu-
on, there is less “halance” in American “cwxl society”
an at any time in this century.

lmton, whose call'is not to-battle but to wage less com-
at in order to find "‘common ground” with the most re-
ionary Congress in half a century. And while the
nti-big government” rhetoric of Gingrich helped cre-

as Clinton who seized the opportunity to seek legisla-
on to increase wiretapping and monitoring of suspected
anti-government” organizations—a threat directed not
. the Right, but.at the Left.

"The looming oneness of Congress, the Presidency, and
e Supreme Court presents us with much more than
e “‘tweedle-dum, tweedlé-dee’’ nature of Republicans
nd Democrats that has long defined the “‘two-party”
/stem in this country. When the retrogression has

btalitarianism U.S. -style which has to be confronted.

 What defines this is a drive for single party-state con-
ol rooted in a reactionary ideology shared by forces
nging from the Christian Coalition and the Republi-
ns to many Democrats. This emerging totalitarianism

the partnerslnp between labor, management, and cap-
embodxed in “team concept,” “quality control cir-
es,” and .other éfforts geared to have workers partici-
te in their own oppression.
Reagan set the ground for this in'the 19805, but he did
pt succeed in bringing it to fruition. What then has to
‘confronted is not so much the determination of .the
ght to ‘push us back, which is hardly new, but how
ey have been able to get away with it.

Letters has the answer:

I don’t think the Republicans ever stopped trying to
ke over. The problem is that we stopped. I’ll never for-
t‘ after ‘the elections last November, Gingrich said,
e’ve been struggling 40 years for this.” So all the time

inking things were resolved, they were waiting for an
e, even if tbat time was 40 years. I decided you’re
bver a ‘winner.’ You’re Just a fj ghter If you ever stop’
Iit:mg, you. lose. Nothing is going to change until we

face will never solve anything.
We need to ask why we have; witnessed sucha dcmobi-

tles in the early decades of the post-World War I era.

How fully the nght now feels it ean get away w1th‘
inything it chooses is manifested in the unabashed de- -

"There is surely no balance to Newt Gmgmch in Bill

e the climate that nourished the far-right militias, it

ached the unprecedented state we confront today, it ig

flects the changes occurring on the shop floor, as seen

'What a Black working woman in Memphis told News

g stopped. struggling and ~went .about our business
sportunity to turn things around. They beat us with -
¢ to the root of things. Dealing with thmgs from the

ation of the kinds of movements which won .so many -

is is needed not for history’s sake, but to answer the

+ foremost intellectuals, Jur- |

- problem persists is to-con-

- pose as an alternative is the
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burning'pfoblems of today, when we are in need of a
massive and unified opposition to Gingrich- Republican- ;
ism. While only a start, this has begun to emerge in the

protests of Blacks, Latinos and youth against the Con-

- tract on America and Proposition 187.

Yet the history of the movements of the 19605 that
ended it failure at the very point youth and labor began

to come’ together is a striking reminder that to depend

only on more activity and broader coalition building is
not the guarantee of a way out of today’s retrogression.

- History shows that mass movements do -not arise just
from the horrors and limitations of existing society; they

.also unfold when an idea of freedom, a concept of a new
society is present which can excite the human imagina-

tion. Marx projected this long ago, when he said theory
. becomes a material force when it seizes the masses.

Yet many still seem oblivious of this, as if one more ef-
fort at coalition building or “‘mass recruiting” will suc-

“ceed in beating back the Right. This ]ack of serious re-

thinking does not just char-
acterize activists, as can be
seen from a recent exchange
between two of Europe’s

gen Habermas' and Adam
Michnik. . Though both ac-
knowledge the severe crisis
of -modern society, all they

old idea of using the welfare
state to “tame capitalism.”?

. The failure to project a vi-
able concept of liberation op-
_posed to both capitalism and
state-capitalism that - called
itself Communism lies at the
heart of today’s political cri-
ses.. To dig out. why this

front what the Black Wwork-
ing woman called “‘getting at
the root of things.” ;
To do.so we need to re-
turn with eyes of today to
the - concept -of . “‘post-Marx
Marxism . as - pejorative,”
which Raya Dunayevskaya developed in the penod just

* before a retrogressxve changed world emerged in the

1980s.

‘Thisg category, developed as a serious reexammation
and critique of the greatest revolutionaries, showed that
even the most important post-Marx Marxists had. failed
to build upon the inner core of Marx’s Marxism—his re-
fusal to separate his new continent of thought and of
revolution from a concept of organization.

In Rosa Luxemburg, Women'’s Liberation, and Marx S’

Philosophy of . Revolution, Dunayevskaya . specifically
showed that all post-Marx Marxists suffered from an un-
derlying Lassalleanism. ‘Ferdinand = Lassalle’s notion,
projected when he was a leader of the German workers’
movement in Marx’s day, that the need for and building
of organization takes precedence over working out a new

relation between organization and a philosophy of libera-

tion, defined the attitude of all Mamnsts both reformist
and revolutionary...

Marx alone was the exception, as seen from. hlS 1875
Critique. of the Gotha Program, in which he sharply cri-
tiqued the underlying Lassalleanism of his own follow-

- -ers. In insisting that no organizational unity should oc-

cur except'on the basis of the principle of the kind of

new society one is for, “Marx was ready to eliminate any

distinetion, not only between economics and dialectics,
but between organization and principles, that is to say,
theories. of revolution, dialectics ¢f philosophy.” The

tragedy, however, is that ““The totality that was Marx as

organization man, as political theorist, as visionary of a

future social order” did not inform the development of
- post-Marx Marxism.® :

‘The ramifications of this became most telling in our
time. There certainly has been no shortage of organiza-
tion. The building :of organization in fact took prece-
dence over projecting a liberating vision of the fu-
ture—whether by those who narrowed the concept of a

. new society by equating it with state-capitalism which

called itself Communism; or by those who opposed such
societies from the Left without, however, projecting a
comprehensive philosophy of revolution.

This had devastating consequences by the 1980s. Be-~
cause of the failure of the revolutionary movement to -

project a viable alternative, the collapse of both existing
Communism and of welfare-state managed “socialism’’
made it easy for the ruling ideology to claim that capital-

.ism is here to stay. The notion that capitalism repre-

sents the only available option hangs like a pall over all;

defining the very contours of thought 1tself in this his-

toric period:
This has everythmg to do w1th the demobxhzation ex-
perienced by today’s }novements Senously confrom:mg

the question of “how to begm anew” in the struggle for '

freedom means  breaking through these mind-forged

' manacles by reachmg for philosophic new beginnings.

What can help illuminate how to meet. this awesome

challenge is-Marx’s’ work of his last ‘decade (1875-83), »
when in very different circumstances than those prevail- -

ing today he too confronted the question ‘“how.to begm
anew.’ What made this question so real to Marx in his

s

2 SeeNew York Revnew ot‘Books March 24, 1994. .

3. Raya“ Dunayevskaya “Why Hegel’s Phenomenology'f’ Why
Now? What is the Relationshlp either to Organization, or to
Philosophy,  not " Party,” in Supplement to the  Raya

Dunayevskaya Collection (RDC), Vol. 13, microfilm #10894, -
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’ s Liberatlon, and Marx's, Pluloso- -

) phy of Revolution p 158
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last’ decade was the new stage of revolt dlsclosed by the
Paris-Commune of 1871, on the one hand, and on the

_other hand, the subsequent collapse of the First Interna-

tional and his realization (voiced in the Critique of the
Gotha Program) that even his closest followers did not
grasp the depth of his vision of revolutionary transfor-
mation. .

To ensure that such highpoints of revolt as the Paris
Commune ‘“‘would not die along with any physical death,
i.e., historic dlsappearance because of defeat by the coun-
ter-revolutlon in his last decade Marx “asked the
Marxists to go lower and deeper into the proletariat, as

~ well as to the oppressed in general, whether they be

peasants or minorities like Jews, while he went search-
ing for pre-capitalist social forces and passions [in what]
we now call the Third World. The result was his very
last work, the Ethnological Notebooks.””* -

As Marx dug into such forces, -he ‘developed - a

multilmear view of human development He demed that

‘Chicago Black youth at an 800- strong downtown protest agamst the Aug 17
schednled execution of Black revolutionary Mumia Abu-Jamal.

all countries are fated to follow the course of capitahsm
in the West; he was looking at the possibility that a new
path to revolution could emerge in the East that would
bypass the vicissitudes of capitalist industrialization.

Yet in trying to' reconstitute the idea of freedom
through this intense theoretic labor, Marx resisted any
tendency to draw.up a blueprint for the future. This is
because, as he repeatedlyetated everythmg depends on
the historic conditions in which it is situated.” »

This is no less true today. The task of filling-the voxd
in the projection of a liberating alternative does not de-
pend on developing abstract blueprints about the “new
society.” It hinges on eliciting those elements within to-
day’s reality which can point us beyond the contours of

" the present system: This does not only entail singling

out the potential forces of revolution. It also entails un-
earthing the philosophic peints of departure developed in
our historic period ‘which can’ provide direction for pro-
jecting a comprehensive liberatory alternative.

-In this sense, to work out a revolutionary new hegm-
ning everything depends on the liberation of the mind
which means the freedom of the people.

The task of filling the void in a liberating vision of the ]
future surely seems overwhelming—until.one discovers
what Marxist-Humanism as a body of ideas has to offer.
That is because since its birth, Marxist-Humanism- fo-

- cused on how to overcome the central reality of our era: .
~ the emergence of counter-revolution from within revolu-

tion. Whereas others limited themselves to the critique
of what is, or mere first negation, Marxist-Humanism
centered on the need to-work out a new beginning from
second negativity by posing the question ‘‘what happens’
after?” before the revolution.

This focus on second negatmty permeates the entlre :
of Marxist-Humanism, ~as seen  in
Dunayevskaya’s “trilogy of revolution” —from Marxism

_ and Freedom (1958), which focused on the humamsm of

Marx in relation to both the freedom struggles of our age °
and ‘the vision of a new society contained in Hegel’s Ab-
solutes; to Philosophy and Revolution (1973), which de-
veloped the concept of “Absolute Negativity as New Be-
ginning”’; to'Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982); which prOJected

(Continued on page 6)

4. Dunayevskaya, “Why Hegel's Phenomenology‘7 Why Now?”,
mxcrofilm #10894.95, o

; Quesﬂons for the freedom movement
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CAN THE IDEA OF
FREEDOM

RE-MOBILIZE TODAY'S
MASS MOVEMENTS?

(Continued from page 5)

“the notion of “‘post-Marx Marxism as pejorative’”” and the

discovery that the whole of Marx’s work represented the

concretxzatlon of a phxlosophy of “revolution in perma-
- nence.’ ’

‘So rich is this historic- phllosophxc development that

" Marxist-Humanism truly provides the basis for the *lib-

eration of the mind.”” But for this to occur this body of
thought must be projected and concretlzed by a living

. body of people. It calls on us to-measure up to our most
;unﬁmshed task: assummg orgamzatxonal responsibility . -

: for the phllosophy of Marxxst-Humanlsm

To achieve this requires giving organizational expres-‘

sion to-the:“‘philosophic moment’’ of Marxist-Human--

1sm—Dunayevskaya s 1953 “Letters on Hegel’s Abso-
lutes.” These letters were written as part of an effort to

‘work out the alternative to the elitist concept of the .
“vanguard party to lead.” They also represent a divide

from those who view spontaneous forms of organization

as the absolute opposite of the elitist party.

These letters centered on a deep journey into Hegel's '

dialectic, beginning with the final chapter of Hegel’s Sci-
ence of Logic, the ““Absolute Idea,” in a letter of May 12,
1953. Yet Dunayevskaya did not stop her journey here.
She felt impelled to go further, into the work which fol-
lows Hegel’s Logic—his Philosophy of Mind. In breaking
down its dialectic for the freedom struggles of our day,

— she concluded that the realm of Mind does not represent

the “knowing” of the proletariat by some new form of

“the Party,” as C.L.R. James had maintained: She in- ~

stead v1ewed the Philosophy of Mind, the work in which

Hegel most fully presents the Idea -of Absolute Negativi-
ty; as the realm of the new society.-

“In not having ““a word to say about party or any othet
form of organization” in her commentary on the final
paragraphs -of the Philosophy of Mind in her letter of
May 20, 1953, she was indicating that the determinant
of revolutionary organization is not just-the form of of-.

- ganization: but most of all 1ts relation- to-the Idea of

Freedom itself.’ :

‘Achieving historic continuity w1th this concept of or-
ganization has never been more urgent than now. To see
how to achieve this, however, we first have to confront
the challenge ‘to thought presented by today s ‘world
economy.

5. The 1953 “Letters on Hegel’s Absolutes” can be found in
The Philosophic. Moment of Marxist-Humanism (Chicago:
News and Letters, 1989), which also contains Dunayevskaya’s
“Presentation on the Dialectics of Organization and’ Philoso-
phy” of June 1, 1987, in which she discusses these letters in
lxght of the problem of dialectics of organization.

e

1. The fetish of h|gh-tech in today S world economy

..Cognition is reconstructed and united with
: the Practical Idea; the actuality which is found -
- as given is at the"saine time determined as the
' realized absolute end,—not however (as in in-
quiring Cognition) merely as objective world
‘without the subjecthty of the Notion, but as
objective world whose inner ground and actual = -

Y persistence is the Notlon Tlus. Is the Absolute .

Idea. .
. —-G W, F. Hegel Sctence ofLogzc .

i A The new’ class warfare

the U.S. into a “third wave”
' everything associated with the old “second wave’” indus-
; try -baseéd economy--the welfare state,’ envivonmerital

; T;NO PERIOD 1n the 20th century before now
has the world economy been characterized by:
uch an “absolute disparity between - the

concentratlon of wealth, at one pole, and growing pover-.
. ty, unemployment and ‘disease, at the other—and all
: sxgns indicate that the gap will only increase in the com-.
ing period.

Underpmmng thls is such slugglsh economic growth

" ‘that many call the 1990s ‘“The Great Stagnation.”

Whereas the world economy grew at an annual rate of
4.9% in the 1960s, 3.8%.in the 1970s and 2.7% in the
1980s, its growth rate is less than 1% in the 1990s. The

. global economic restructurmg which has accompanied

this. “Great Stagnation” is leading to a differentiation

...~ between rich and poor with profound consequences.

“According to a recent report of the World Health Or-
ganization, one-fifth of the world’s 5.6 billion people. live

in extreme poverty, one-third of the world’s children are

" port says that poverty has become “the world’s deadliest

- disease. It wields its destructive impact at every stage of

- _-human life, and for most of its victims the only escape is
" “an early grave...[Flor many millions of people for whom' .

survival is a daily battle, the prospect of a longerlife may

-seem more like a punishment than a prize.”

Such conditions are not foreign to the U.S. Income in-

- requahty ‘between rich and poor is greater in the U.S.

than in any industrialized country, and the gap is grow-

- ing yearly. While the average productivity of U.S. work-
- ‘ers increased 30% from 1977 to 1992, average real wages

fell by almost 15%.: According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, for the past decade 80% of the U.S. labor force.
has been on a ‘“‘downward escalator’ earning lower

.wages, while corporate profits have soared. .
‘ Those most affected by this “downward escalator are
, ’youth and women, who work primarily in the low-wage:
,serv1ce sector ‘and are especially vulnerable since reduc-

tions in welfare benefits and social services fall mainly

- ¢ on their shoulders.

The implementation of Gmgnch’ “Contract on Amer-
ica’ will only exacerbate these conditions. Two-thirds of

the spending cuts implemented in the Contract will come .
“from programs for low-income families, while- half the

money saved from these cuts will’ go to the wealthlest

k ’, 10%.of American households.

~ Perhaps the sharpest expression of this new class po-

" larization is the continued mass layoffs. in proﬁtable
“industries. Though corporate profits were up 13% in
11993, 1516000t jobs ;wereteliminated” iny 1994-+2060,000-
* ‘more. than in the recession year of 1990. Clearly, corpo-’
.- rate America has discovered that the way to increase
- profits and “productivity” is to extend layoffs even into
- non-recessionary ,periods. If ‘those . too - discouragel to
¢ look'for work and part-time workers seeking full4ime

jobs are counted, the real U.S. unemployment rate turns
out to be 15% The figure is twice that for Black Amerl-

.- C&.

Today s economic sﬂ:uatxon is characterlzed not-alone

¢ by conditions of mass unémployment and near-stagnant -
- economic growth, but also-by the persistent notion. that
we have entered a ‘‘post-industrial information age”
 which renders obsolete the structures of the post-World

" War I era. The outcome of the Nov. 8 elections has fur-

ther accentuated ‘the pull of this fetish of high-tech.
Each day we hear of how the supposed transformation of
information society means

#-and labor laws, government regulations related to the
safety of consumer products etc. -must now all go out
the window.

> Gingrich’s embrace of Daniel Bell Peter Drucker and .

Workers in an electronics factory in Shanghai, China

Alvin Toffler’s notlon that we have entered a “post-in-
dustrial -information age’ is serving as an ldeologlcal‘
weapon to complete Reagan’s’effort te roll back the gains

"won by workers in this country. The *‘philosophy” of
' Gmgnch is to embrace the ‘“‘new world” of high-tech as a

guise for returning to the brutal kind of eclass warfare

) characterlstlc of early 19th century capitalism.

- But today’s fetish of high-tech is by no means restrict-

ed to the likes of Gingrich. It has become so pervasive

that it now defines much of the thinking of the Left as
well. It is seen in the view that our high-tech society has

- reached the point where economic reality has become -

“uncoupled” from industrial production and employ-
ment. So extensive has this become, the argument goes,

that the exchange of abstract forms such as money has -
replaced productive capital mvestment as the engine of

the world economy.

This fetish-of hlgh-tech has been embraced, not Just in
the West, but also in such “Communist”’ lands-as China.
In the mid-1980s China’s rulers became greatly interest-
ed in Toffler’s: theory of the “third wave,” since it
seemed ‘‘to offer a vision of transxtxon from a “first wave’
(rural) society to a ‘third wave’ (information) society

without the need of going through all the ex gensxve trau-
Deng Xiao--

mas of ‘second wave’ (industrial) society.”
ping and others were drawn to the idea that by incorpo-

© rating cybernetics, computers, and other forms of high-
tech from-everseas, they could achieve a new *‘great leap
ferward’ in which China’s pnmaril'y agricultural society -

could compete with the main players on the world mar-

* ket.

But how has this illusion that economic reality can be
“uncoupled” from industrial production and employ-

‘ ruent fared in light of the ‘events of the past year?-. ’
B. The ‘globalized” e,cOnamy |
“and the crisis in Mexico

One might think the illusion that the economy can be.

“uncoupled” from productive investment, as if it now re-
volves around computer-generated stock transfers and
monetary transactions, would be punctured by the eco-
nomic crisis which has overtaken Mexico. -

"Only a year: ago Mexico was applauded as a textbook
case of the “new economics,” since it had undertaken an
extensive privatization of its state-controlled industries,

_.removed obstacles to the influx of foreign investment,

and promiseéd an “open border” for the movement of
goods and capital between Mexico and the U.8. through
the North American Free Trade Agreement. In response,
foreign capital flooded into the country. Between 1990

““and 1994 Mexxco Was the world’s second largest reexp;ent

- 6. Bill Brugger, “From ‘Revxsmmsro to_ ‘Alienation,’- from

‘Great Leaps’ to ‘Third Wave,’ " China Quarterly 108, Decem-
ber 19886, pp. 643-51.

decided to take their money elsewhere. The sudden mas-
“sive outflow of capital led the Mexican government to de-
* value its currency and impose a rigid austerity program.

“investment. Despite the talk of a “third wave” informa-

_surplus value—and surplus value and profits come not]

‘state. This is evident from the $53 billion rescue plan fo

" this year. Today's “free-market” capitalists demand red

_riage between the market and the state which has helped

‘view that our high-tech world has created a globally inte

1 of forelgn prlvate mvest-
ment, after China. This al-
lowed Mexico to run up huge
budget deficits, which it fi-
nanced through the capital
inflows from abroad.

But most of this forelgn ~
investment did not represent.
investment in actual produc-

| Mexico received $5 billion in .
direct. foreign- capital invest-
ment,;much of it going to the
maquiladoras along the U.S.-
Mexican border. But in' the
same year it received $28 bil-
lion in foreign portfoho in-
vestment—that is; monetary.
investments in its stock and
bond markets. Though Mexi--
co received -a record flow - of
foreign-capital in-1994, two-
thirds of it was in the form
‘of portfolio investments of a
highly . speculative . nature.
Mexico’s - growth ~was 'thus
more a function ‘of specula-
W tive monetary transactiong,
- than any real productive inv-
estment ' .

This had nothlng to do with any. consplracy on the
part of international ‘speculators.” Capital has incress-.
ingly migrated toward speculative transactions. because,
of the low rate of return. earned on productive invest- l
ments; as in manufacturing.

Such speculative capital investments are rather ﬁckle
in today’s high-tech world, since international investors
can pull their money out-of a country just by striking a
key on their computers. This is exactly what happened to
Mexico, when investors fearful of the impact of the revo-
lutionary upsurge of the indigenous people of Chiapas

) These events help expose the hollowness of the claim
that an economy can operate irrespective of real capital

tion age, capitalism is-still ruled by the law of value and

from the exchange of different colored momes, but only]
from living, sweated labor. :

The events in Mexico have also exposed the hollowness|
of the ¢laim that the move-to privatization and the ‘“fred
market’” uncouples ‘the economy from dependence on the]

Mexico that Clinton' pushed throtigh Congress earlien

moval of state control of the economy when it comes t
having the “freedom” to lower their workers’ wages, bu(a
as .soon ‘as they get into trouble they embrace the mar/

define the world-economy since the 1930s.
This needs to be kept in' mind given the prevallmj

grated market in which corporatlons operate regardles

S (Contmued on page 2
The
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Sdccted Writings by Raya Duuymkaya
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. of natxonal borders and state powers. It is true that capl- V
* tal now moves with blinding speed from one partof the -

- world to another. Yet when we subtract the financial op-

"“erations that are of a purely speculative nature and look -

strictly at real capital investment, it turns out that the
total amount of capital flowing across national borders
-, a percentage of global productlon was higher in the

_period before World War I than it is today.

-+ As one-analyst put it;.
global, borderless; stateless market is ‘globaloney.” There
are companies operating in’ many countrles but-none

‘has slipped the national leash to become a stateless. body ‘

The global market is not an anonymous market: it is op-
erated by companies with legal and ownership roles in
distinctive national capitalist systems ”

C. State-cap/tal/st
restructurmg in Russia

and China

The extent to which today’s “free matket”

derpinning of the world economy is especially evident i in
developments in the former Communist countries. ;
Russia, like the rest of the world, ig facing the drive to
-privatize industry, scale back the size of its work force,
~and free up larger sectors of its economy to. foreign in-
‘vestment. This is driven by the same force that dictates
“the move to ‘“‘neo-liberal” ‘economies in Latin America,
“modernization” in China, and- restructuring in -the
" U.8,—capital’s néed to overcome the decline in the rate
. of profit ‘which has plagued state- capxtahsm especxally
sharply since the 1974-75 world recession.
Marx showed that the tendency of the rate of profit: to
- decline is ‘endemic to capitalism;-it flows from capital’s
drive.to replace living labor—the only creator of surplus

. value and profits—by ever larger proportions of dead la- '

- ‘bor; or machinery, at the point of productlon From the
capitalist viewpoint, hOWever, the .decline in the rate o’

_.profit is the result of an “‘unfavorable” distribution of -

- income between the recipients.of wages and those of sur-
plus value or profits. When faced with a profound eco-

nomic ‘crisis in the mid-1970s; capitalism therefore em- -

barked on a’global strategy of lowering wages and living

- conditions in order to.obtain the capital needed to repro-
- duce the system on an ever-expanding scale.

“The mechanism for achieving this was to throw every-

~ thing to the whims of the “free”” market. The strategy

whmh capltal had employed since the 1930s—using the

“welfare state” to prop up effective demand, protection-

lsm to protect national industries, and state intervention

" to soak up excess labor—~now went out the window. The

economlc crisis compelled capital to either i increase “offi-

c1ency " and lower productlon costs'through * privatiia-
tion” or face total economie collapse:

. Though the Western rulers were the first to embark
on this restructuring, ‘it soon took hold in the East as

" wwell, especially in China. Russia was much slower to re-

" spond; and it fell further behind the rest of the world. By
- “the late 1980s this led to so deep a crisis that its ruling
" class jettisoned the bankrupt “Communist’ ideology in
‘favor of the “free’’ market. Its embrace of this “new

thinking,” however, did not mean the Communist rulers

- were willing to give up their class privileges or state pow-
- er. Their sudden embrace of the ideology of Reaganism
" - became a way to graft “‘free market” economics onto the
. state-capitalist - structures which had prevailed in the
g Russ1an economy since the period of Stalin.
" Russia is now proceeding with plans to “privatize”
" ever larger sections of the economy. The rush to privati-
_zation, however, is running up agamst the rulers’ fear of
- throwing tens of millions out of work in the unprofitable
- state-owned industries. As Marx foretold a century ago,

" the unempleyed do not just help maintain capitalism by
they are also a creative.

“-holding down wage * rates;
* liberatory force which can bring it down.

* Precisely because the move to the “free market” in-
Russna has occurred w1thout any class uprootmg of the -

~ old ' state-capitalist order, ‘privatization’” there has
- mamiy amounted to “insiders in the firms,” or the man-

agers of old, receiving “the lion’s share of ownershlp, i

without a strong role for outside investors.”® Former
\_state-o,wned industries. have been transferred to “‘pri-
“vate’’ concerns largely under the control of the same bu-
" reaucrats as before. This partnership between the gov-
ernment and business is the source of the corruption
that has permeated all sections of Russian society.
Things may appear somewhat different in China, for
" unlike Russia it has experienced massive economic
growth. Yet many of the problems experienced by Russia
- now confront China. Here too, much of the “privatiza-
““tion” consists of -the managers of ‘state-owned enter-
prises taking over the owmership of “‘private” corpora-
~tions through their government connections. Here too,
the marriage of the ‘‘free market’ with state production
has led to massive conruptmn on all levels of society. And
here too, there is a "huge web of- state-owned industries
that the regime has not subjected to the whims of the
market because it f'ears that laying off tens of millions of

7.-Will Hutton “Nova Scotia’s load of globaloney,” Manchester
Guardian Weekly, June 18, 1995. See-also “The Localization of
the:World Economy’ by Paul Krugman, New Political Quar-
 terly, Winter 1995. The total volume of world trade as a per-
centage of global GNP, 8 centrasted to aetual’ capxtal mvest-
~ments, is higher today than it was'in 1913. i

‘8. Michael Bleaney, “Economlc Liberalization in East Europe:

Probleme and Prospects The World Economy 17 (4), July

1994

“The notion that there is-one -

economic’ .
restructuring remains wedded to the state-capitalist un-
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workers ‘will ignite a new Tiananmen movement that -
could bring the regime down. On the eve of Deng’s ex~

pected death, this fear of revolt is so overwhelming that
the rulers are arresting scores of dissidents:.

In light of this it is remarkable to see “radical theo,-, )
in Russia, as against the '

rists-argue that the ‘“‘chaos”
‘economic growth in China, is a result of Russia’s failure
to follow China’s example of linking “‘market reforms”

with centralized state power. They have not learned the
most basic lesson, not just of the new reality which has

- emerged since 1989, but of the era of state-capitalism
which emerged from the Great Depressmn—that prlvate )

:vs, state are not absolite opposxtes
‘This was demonstrated in Raya Dunayevskaya S theo—
ry of ‘sta_te-capxtallsm which she developed from 1941

The wasteland left after the Uu.s. dropped the first A-
bomb on Hiroshima. :

onward. W In hght of the emergence of totahtarlan Com- -
munism: in the Stalin period, she worked out a detailed

analysis. of the Russian economy with eyes of Marx's

Capital. She showed that though Russia had “abolished”

private property and the market, it operated according to
the law of value and surplus value which Marx held was

_ specific-to.capitalism: From the beginning, her view of

Russia as astate:capitali’st society was never limited to a

.“Russian.:Question.” She viewed state-capitalism as a

new world- stage’ of capitalism -that. included the New

Deal in the U.S., the co-prosperity sphere in Japan, and

fascism in Nazi Germany .

This theory of state-capitalism showed that the con-
trast of private vs. state and of market vs. plan, which
had disoriented . radicals for decades, had to be totally
-broken with if one were to avoid falling into the mind-

, forged manacles of a new form of class exploitation. That

is even more true today, now that the rulers are trying
o return to the pure private capitalism of the past
without, however, giving up their reliance on the statist
structures of world reality.

D. The logic of capitalist

‘accumulation vs. the

dialectics of philosophy y

There is httle indication that the pundits have learned
that their “thlrd wave”’ mformatlon society is not as in-
dependent : of- ‘second . wave’ industrial icapitalism ‘as

they claim. In fact; the fetish of high-tech now defines -
the thinking of radical theorists and activists. The pre--

‘vailing view, whether on the part of postmodernists, crit-
ical theorists, or-independent Marxists, is that the tech-
nological transformation of society has reached the point

" where the subjectivity of the human being has become ;

totally subsumed by the object, i.e., the machine:

_Asa fesult, the éffort to relate the idea of freedom to’

sub_)ects ‘of revolution—whether they be workers, wom-
en, Blacks or youth—has been completely abandoned by

an array: of® radical ;thinkers and. activists.'': Whether -

technology is éndorsed as the “subjective factor’ that
w1ll ultimately cause the contradictions of capitalism to

“implode,”
the terrorism of a crazed anarchist, the human dimen-
sion totally drops from sight.

What explains. the persistence of thxs fetlsh of hlgh-

tech? In large part it flows from the phenomenal form of

~today’s capitalist restructuring; which centers on an ef-
fort to reduce the amount of living labor in the labor

9. One of the ‘more. glaring examples is Paul Bowles .and
Xiaoyuan Dong, “Current Successes and Future Challenges in-. -
New Left-Review 208 Nov./Dec.-

China’s Economic Reforms,”
1994, pp. 49-77.

10, Dunayevskaya S ﬁrst essay on Russia as a state-cap;tahst 50~

cxety (entitled “The USSR Ts.a Capitalist Society”) was written
in Feb. 1941 'before her association with C.L.R. James in what
became known as:the “‘Johnson-Forest Tendency.” It has only

‘ recently been found, and is available from News & Letters.

* in the permanent
have even tried to theorize how the emergence of such
Los Angeles rebellion of 1992, in

or whether technology is attacked through-

CAN THE IDEA OF

FREEDOM
RE-MOBILIZE TODAY'S
MASS MOVEMENTS?

process by increa‘sing the relative proportion of compu-

‘terization, automation, and other forms of “dead labor.”
While this has been most evident in such manufacturing

sectors as auto, steel, and mining, the effort to stream-
line the work process through ever greater reliance on
dead labor is now reaching into the service sector as well,
which employes 80% of the U.S. work force. The specific
phenomenal form of today’s capitalist restructuring cre-
ates the appearance that capitalism has uncoupled” it-

. self from its former dependence on the living laborer.

Though some claim this represents a totally new phe-
nomenon, it actually represents the further development

‘of what characterized the post-World *War II-peri-

od—automation. It also represents the logical develop-
ment of what Marx considered an inevitable characteris-

tic of capitalist production—the concentration and cen- -

tralization of capital. Marx’s theory of the accumulation

- of capital showed that capital’s effort to pump ever miore
unpaid hours of work from the laborer forces it to reduce
the amount of living labor relative to. machines -at the: -

point of production.. The accumulation of capital leads to

_ ever greater speedup and automation, on the one hand,

and the creation of a perrnanent army -of the unem-.

ployed, on the other.
Yet this. presents capltahsm with an inner contradic-

tion: while it is driven to reduce the relative proportion .

-of living to dead labor in the labor process, this threatens

to eliminate the only source of value and-surplus val-
ue—the living laborer.- Marx showed that capitalism can-
not overcome' this ‘absolute contradiction. Desplte capl-
talism’s relentless drive to eliminate labor in
capital, it remains dependent on sweated labor:

production. And by throwing everlarger ‘numbers of

workers out of the production process, capltahsm finds

itsélf confronted by a new subjective, human force which
. _tises up from within to uproot it—the unemployed.

With this conception in hand, Marx developed-a theo- .

. ry of capitalist accurulation which was mseparable
" from a concept of “revolution in permanence.’ - ~
By not rooting themselves in Marx’s theory of the ac- ‘
cumulatlon of capital, today’s critics fail to grasp that: .
. 1) high-tech production does not free capitalism from de-.

pendence on sweated labor—a dependence vividly illus- -
trated, in the U.S., by the growth of low-wage service

 jobs and the remdustrlahzatlon of parts of the South, in
. which Black” women empleyed -at poverty- wages have

launched new freedom struggles; and 2) the elimination
“ of living labor by dead labor at the point of production is

producmg a new source of subjective, human opposition
my -of the unemployed. Very. few

new revolts as th
which Blacks, Latinos and some white youth converged

elicit “‘new powers and passions” for liberation. -
In a word, by separating, their analysis of the new
stage of capitalist restructuring from the whole of

' against the system; can become. a basis to articulate and . *

Marx’s theory of the accumulation of capital, radicals are”

unable to discern the human forces of oppOSltlon wluch :

reside within today’s objective reality.
This situatien not only discloses the 1mportance of

-

bringing Marx’s methodology to bear on the analysis of
present day reality. It discloses the importance of the

self-determination of the Idea, the whole body of Marx’s

Humanism, for discerning the “positive in the nega-

- tive”’—the human forees which can uproot capitalism.

The crisis is s0 deep, the social transformations so rap-
id, and the disorientation in thought so profound, that it

~takes the whole body of ideas of Marx and Marxist-Hu- =~
manism to discern today’s forces of liberation as ongo- -

ing. The jamming together of philosophy and. reality is -

imperative, because without articulating and eliciting

(Continued on page 8)

11.'The most current examples are Andrew Feenberg s Crmcal ‘

Theory of Techinology and Stanley Aronowitz and William di -

Fazio’s' The Joblesg Future: Sci-Tech and the Dogma of

 Work, which argues that ‘““intellect no longer appears as a deri- -

vation of concrete labyr; the abstract symbolic system is now ;

lmposed on concrete labor, as if from the outsxde” (p. 38).".

Incisive analyses of
international crises and ,
freedom movements as well
as penetrating views from
lands across the globe
appear every month in

News & Letters.
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: g (Contmued on page 7) .
such new forces of ‘opposition as Reason, it becomes im-
possible to avoid accommodatmg oneself to the structure
of today s reified world.
" This is precisely what the founder of Marxist-Human-
1sm warned us of over a decade ago. In “Not by Practlce

and reality in order to discern the ‘“‘new passions
day s retrogression explains the importance of one of our
- Marxist-Humanist Statement on the Black Dimension.

ica today which: are in need of a comprehensive histori-
eal-dialectical analysis. Foremost amorg these are the
transformations resulting from the capitalist economic
restructuring which has been a critical component of the
-U.S: landscape since the 1974-75 global recession.

The seismic shifts in American capital accumulation

. over the past two decades have weakened or dissolved

many of the underlymg social structures which had hith-
erto existed in the Black community. In the North, we

- have witnessed the deindustrialization of the inner cit-.
. ies, leading to the conditions of permarent Black unem-

_ployment, endemic poverty, and lack of educational facil-
ities which helped set the context for the Los Angeles re-
--bellion of 1992. In the South, we have witnessed capi-
“tal’s effort to take advantage of low-wage Black labor by
embarking on a strategy of reindustrialization, which
“~has-led ‘to' new labor and civil rights struggles led by
Black women, especially in-the Mississippi Delta.
" Yet these developments are being hidden under a layer

of xdeologrcal pollutxon This is seen in the efforts to por- .
" tray the crisis in Black America as flowing from the rise .
the predominance of Black -

of the so-called “underclass,”
‘femaJe-headed households, or-an alleged ‘‘culture of pov-

, ‘erty The tendency to separate the phenomenal expres-

~-gions of the crisis in Black America from the underlying
“law.of motion of the present stage of capitalist restruc-

turing does more than conceal the true dynamic of to-
day’s objective crises. It also demobilizes the-forces of op-
position by reinforcing the bourgeois ideological notion

that today’s conditions .of poverty, unemployment, and

- racial-discrimination cannot be uprooted through revolu-

: txonary transformation.
“This ‘is what we will" overtum with our Marxist-Hu-

. manist Statement on.the Black Dimension. Developing

. -of the empirical reality facing Black America and the

this statement calls for beth the fullest’ comprehension

deepest internalization of how the writings of Marx and
Marxist-Humanism illuminate - the reality facmg the
Black Dimension today.
-~ The determinant for.this work is American Civiliza-
tion on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard, which repre-
- sents the concretization of Marxist-Humanism for the
“‘American scene. Our aim'is not to write an’ update of

American Civilization on TFrial, but rather to practice
“"the perspectxve of bringing the dialectical method and

" the self-determination of the Idea to bear on the realities

of our'changed world. At a moment when so many have

foresaken the effort to relate the Ideéa of freedom to sub- -

jects of revolt, we aim to maintain the historic link with

* Marx’s-notion of the inseparability of theory and practice

. by exploring anew how the Marxist- Humanist philoso-
phy of revolution speaks to the Black Dimension.
In this sense, our collectlve work on this statement is

NEW from llmvusm OF lumo:s Press !

HE- URGEN CY of: jamming togeth’er, philosophy -
and new-:forces’ that can pose an alternative to to- -
central perspectives for this year—the creation of a new -

There are an array of new realities facing Black Amer- :

"The first fuil-
length treat-
ment of Lenin’s
studies of
Hegel presents
Leninasa . -
major figure in
Hegelian

- Marxism,
providing a
more nuanced
portrait of his
‘work than that
of either official
Marxist-
Leninist or
most Westem
accounts."
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Buren st., #707 Chicago, IL 60605 ’

NEWS & LETTERS

Alone: The ~ Movement . from
Dunayevskaya wrote:

These political principles of revolution must under no

Theory,”

. circumstances .be separated from the philosophical pnn- E
~ . ciples. That is the whole significance of our expression of

the ‘whole body of Marxist-Humanist pInIosopby con-
tained in'the “trilogy of revelution’’—Marxism and
Freedom; Philosophy and Revolution; and Rosa Luxem-
burg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy ~of
Revolution.... Marx’s theory of the philosophy of revolu-

- tion in permanence [13] not_an abstraction but (is] the--

actual concrete needed in order to be armed against.be-

- ing pulled into the world market of the wbu'lpoof of capi-

talism, state as well as private...
Indeed, not onIy ground, but “Absolute.’” Philosophy
of “revolution in permanence,” cannot possibly be only

III PhIIOSOphIC organizational tasks

a central part’ of our response to the new stage of reac-
tion ushered in with the Nov. 8 Congressional electioris

_and recent Supreme Court rulings. This does not mean,
however, that we can afford to limit ourse]ves to mere

critiques of the Right. .
The reason for this can be seen in the Supreme

Court’s recent undermining of a desegregation plan by =

the Kansas City school system. The deciding vote in the

" case was cast by Clarence Thomas, who used it as an oc-

casion to lambast the historic Brown vs. Board of Educa-
tion -decision of 1954. As David Garrow noted in The
New York Times of July 2, Thomas developed much of
his position that “mere de facto segregation does rot
constitute a.continuing harm’’ from the arguments put
forward by such leftists as Harold Cruse and Alex M.

~Johnson, Jr. While he opposes state-imposed segrega-'

tion, Cruse has made much of the argument that “sepa-
rateness has the potential of achieving equahty in its
own right.”’2

The fact that some of the ideas developed by leftxsts
are now-being used by the Right to push this country

backward says volumes about how much the theoretic .
~limitations of the Left impact today’s reality. Far from

being shut out of this historic period, the limitations of
post-Marx Marxist, as well as non-Marxist, altérnatives
to Marx’s Marxism, continue to impact the objective sit-
uation, even if the ‘ ‘agency” that is implementing such
ideas is now the Riglit.

In light of this situation, it is absurd to think that re-
lying on the mere critique or expose of the Right, or first.
negation, will suffice. To hew a path out of today’s retro-
gression as much requires overcoming the theoretic limi-
tations that have predominated in the Left. The objec-

_ tive necessity of this historic period is to begin from the

position of the “negation of the negation’ —that is, not -
alone the negation of bourgeois politics and ideology but
‘also that of the false alternatives deﬁned by the category

“post-Marx Marxism as pejorative.”

The urgent need to make a new beginning from the di--
alectic of second negativity likewise explains the second -
- major new task which we are undertaking this year—the
" collection of a new book containing some of Raya

Dunayevskaya s major writings on dialectics.
In- her ' development of Marxist-Humanism

-Dunayevskaya developed a unique view of the Hegelian-

Marxian dialectic, in which the dimension of second neg-
ativity was paramount. This can be seen from her re-
peated “emphasis -upon and return to Hegel’s Abso-

lutes—the realm in which the concept of second negativi- .
ty is most fully developed. Whereas traditional Marxists =

tended to dismiss Hegel’s Absolutes, Dunayevskaya

" viewed them as the philosophic ground for projecting the

vision of a totally new society of new human relations.

The fullest expression of her concretization of the He-
gelian-Marxian dialectic of second negativity is found in
Marxist-Humanism's “‘trilogy of revolution.” This is and
will remain the foremost philosophic expression of Marx-
ist-Humanism. There are, however, a vast array of other
writings on Hegel’s dialectic by Dunayevskaya—in the
form of essays, lectures, draft chapters of boaks, and cor-
respondence—which are not now widely available. As
part of ensuring that this generation has access to the
philesophic subjectivity for articulating a’ new revolu-
tionary beginning, we will issue a compilation: of some of
these writings this year.

There is a vast collection of documents in the Arc}uves

. of Marxxst-Humamsm which we will be able to draw on

13. See David J Garrow ‘On Race, It’s Thomas v. an Old Ide-

.al,” The New York Times, July 2, 1995. Johnson has argued
that Brown vs. Board: of Education was a *“mistake,” as proven
by the failure of integration in American society since then.

Two important discussion
bulletins on works in progress

Each for $2 plus $1 postage
NEWS & LETTERS, 59 E. VAN BUREN,
Room 707, CHICAGO IL 60605

Order:

Raya-

12, Raya Dunayevskaya,

- ground, or ev;en content, substance; it is Subject,vland
~that both objectively and subjectively. The unchained di-

alectic—both as dialectics. of liberation and dialectics of
thought, dialectics of self-development—that self-devel-
opment is both Individual and Universal. The achieve-
ment of that can only come with sharp awareness of the -

 absolute contradictions in the nuclear world state-capi-

talist reality; to project Marx’s philosophy of revolution -
concretely, its Absolutes-as concrete Universals, not ab- .

“stractions, becomes imperative. This lays ground for dai-

Iy practzcal work ‘and not just books-or. essay Wrztmb

That is our orgamzatzonal task 12

“Not by Pract_ice Alone: The Move-
ment from Theory,” The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-
Capitalism (Chicago:‘News and Letters, 1991), pp. 1-14. :

for 1995-1996

for this book. They include the 1949 50 three-way philo-

“sophic correspondence between ‘Dunayevskaya, C.L.R.

James and Grace Lee, in which the importance of He-
gel’s Absolutes for the era of state-capitalism was first.

‘raised. The documents which can be considered for this .

collection likewise include: summaries of Hégel’s major
works. in the early 1960s, the same. period in which

. ‘Dunayevskaya undertook an important dialogue on the

dialectic with Marxists such as Herbert Marcuse; writ-
ings on the “dialectic proper’ in the period following the
publication of Philosophy and Revolution in 1973, when
she projected the concept of ‘‘Absclute Negativity as
New ‘Beginning”’ -for the forces of liberation of our age;
her work of the 1980s, when she embarked on a new,
but unfinished, work on “Dialectics of Organization and
Philosophy: -The ‘Party ‘and Forms of Orgamzatmn

~ Born out of Spontaneity.”

Since the work of choosing and complhng these writ-

~ ings will entail the broadest organizational input and col- -

lectivity, “we ‘view it ‘as a central part of our effort to
come to grips with the philosophic subjectivity which can

_point the way to the transformation of reality.

In addition to these two central tasks, which will de-

“fine the focus of our upcoming national gathering,  we

face a number of other pressing tasks in 1995-96. :

® Given the importance of our work in the Soputh, we
will aim for an active organizational presence there :
through the establishment of a riew Iocal in Memphis.

@ At the same time, our international relations have

_grown ‘extensively over the past year, as seen in new

translations of our work being undertaken-by Japanese.
and Chinese scholars and activists, and in a forthcoming
German edition of Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libera-
tion, and Mdrx's Philosophy of Revolution, as well as a -

‘Slovakian edition of Philosophy and Revolution. Atthe = -

same time, the publication of Women’s Liberation and
the Dialecti¢s of Revolution in Mexico. this yéar under-

. lines the importance of our continuing-dialogue with rev-

olutionaries from that land. In-light of these and other
new developmients, we will need to work out closer in-

. person contaict with our friends in these different lands,

® Throughout the past year we have been tested con- -

" cerning the politicalization of philosophy in News & Let-
‘ters newspaper, which has always been a measure of

whether- we are developing 'a  philosophic ‘nucleus’ of
Marxist-Humanist philosopher-activists. The develop-
ment of our coverage of both political and theoretic top-
ics, as well as the distribution of News & Letters.to new
audiences, will need to be éxtended this year. -

@ For Marxist-<Humanists, Archives is never a mere

- question of recollection of the past; but rather that

which can provide an anticipation of the future when the

- dialectic of a body of ideas is truly internalized. For this’

reason we will donate a new supplementary volume to
The -Raya' Dunayevskaya- Collection—Marxist-Human- -
ism, a HalfiCentury of its World Development,. consist-

ing of the period 1983-85, as well as a tape collectxon of . |

Dunayevskaya’s major speeches :
® Finally, we cannot concretize any of our tasks and
perspectives without assuming. financial responsibility ’

" for the continuance of News & Letters. I'owards this

end, we propose a Sustaining Fund of a minimum of
$40, 000 to ensure our further work of the year to come.

“July 17, 1995

" —The Resident Editorial Board
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BOSNIA REMAINS THE TEST
OF WORLD POLITICS

Though Ilong ago gave up any, illusion
that the Western powers would lift a fin-

ger to aid Bosnia, I must confess to be--
ing startled at how open they have been’

“about -letting the Serbs get away with

° murder; They allowed the Serbs to over-

.run the very areas they designated as

“safe havens” —Srebrenica and

Zepa—and  then meekly said they'd

"bomb  the Serbs if they attacked

-. Gorazde. So-the Serbs have just decided

" to focus their attack on Bihac instead, to
‘which the West says nothing.

Solidarity activist

j’ - : ~Michigan

ok %

~People forget that it took decades of

ideological ‘indoctrination to bring Ger-
mans to the point of pushing Jews into

ocide in Bosnia came out of a conscious,

~ the part of the Serbian government to
- convince its populace that the *“Muslim”
Bosnians ‘were -some alien entity -that

most promment intellectuals in Serbla
part)clpated in this.
‘What worries me about the U. S today
is that I see some of the same logic at
work—whether it be The Bell Curve’s
argument that Blacks are genetically in-
“ferior or the notion that a ‘“‘culture of
poverty’’ explains the economic impover-
ishment of Blacks and Latinos. The road
to genocide is always paved with certain
. ideas. -
- F L.
e New York
1still say the act which drove the nail
~into the coffin of Bosnia was the Nov. 8
-congressional elections. The green light

" U.S. has made it all the easier for Demo-

- backs on Bosnia—despite the recent vote
- of the Senate to lift- the arms embargo

They’re only interested in covering over

- _a little of the blood on their hands.

. PW.
e Chicago
H A
50 YEARS SINCE
- THEEND OF

- WORLDWAR I

" Europe has been busy celebrating the
50th anniversary of the victory over Hit-

" ler. People are bemg told:the danger for
anything like that is now. absent. It is
made to seem that only Europe and the

U8 have the right to claim victory over -

 "Nazism and fascism. Where were the
; non-Europeans and non-Americans dur-
ing World War H? .Those who were

forced. to take up arfds and died in'the -
name of Europe? There is a note of mad- -
ness ‘here. The rising racism is terrify-

ing! SOmethmg must’be dore.

- African-in- exxle -

s ‘ Europe
3 *,~, * .

I was radxcahzed in the army in World‘ .

War Il and hoped a hew world would be

possible when.] got out. Then came the . o
disastrous McCarthy ‘period, the Smith -

Act trials, all under a-Democratic adimin-
- istration. Agents compiled-dossiers; the

FBI was paranoxd It was like Sartre’s

\wplay' “No Exit.”. I ‘don’t see how Newt
Gingrich 'is worse than McCarthy. The

difference. seems to be the mean-spir- -

itedness today toward the poor, the idea
" thatthe poor dxd it to themselves.
‘ Veteran fighter

I

. 1995) poses the continuity/discontinuity
- of today and yesterday. We can’t directly
- apply- the analysxs Rather, the article
“teaches us ‘how -t6:think about today.
Two. particularly important points she

i o st S o b shan Bl 11

cism could take new forms here. -
. Victor Hart
New York

gas chambers. Likewise, the present gen- -

.- premeditated, and ‘decade-long effort on

" needed to be dismembered. Some of the

. group they want as “‘terrorist,”

that gave to racial chauvinism in the .

crats:and Republicans alike to turn their -

"NEWS & LETTERS

DEMAND THE FREEDOM OF MUMIA ABU-JAMAL!

- 'When I first heard and read commen-_
taries by Mumia Abu-Jamal, I felt in-
spired to fight for my own freedom and
freedom . for my grandchildren Mumia
has been an activist since the age of 14,

and he has always shown the courage
and strength to speak out against this

.unjust. system in America, Even the fact

that he is facing execution has not

_stopped him. He has pulled together peo-

ple of all races in"the fight for his case.
At a demonstration here in L.A., there
were African-Americans,
Latinos, Caucasians—and that is what
he stands for and that is the spmt the
government is trying to break. :

If we allow the government to execute
him~it 'could ' be -ourselves next. The
anti-terrorism act passed after the Okla-
homa City bombing takes our freedoms
away. The government can label -any
and you-
can be imprisoned for ten years just for
being a supporter of that group For my-
self, 1 now feel that the 'spirit and
strength we can take from Mumia is to
continue to support all those ,who stand
for - truth  and justice. In  supporting

Mumia, we are supportmg our own' fu- )

ture.. i
Afncan Amerlcan ,]ournalxst‘
Los Angelesk

Mumia speaks directly to ,youth,' con-
fronting the misconception that we are a
“Lost Generation.”

are not lost, we are all potential revolu-
tionaries. In most instances I would ve-

sent an adult trying to speak for young

people, but Mumia contributes to the de-

_ple shows in his writing.

Asians,

.tions there,

He ends a piece on -
that-very subject by proclaiming that we -

“bate w1thout ever devalumg my experi-
-ences as a youth or saying he knows bet-
“ter than me. His respect for young peo-

Lynn
Bay Area

In the writi’ﬁgs of Mumia AbuQJamal,

. he shows the truth of what Malcolm X

had said—that anything south of ‘the
Canadian border is “down South” —in
showing the total racism within Phila-
delphia and how in the 1980s Rizzo ran
on a ‘“‘white power” ticket in the elec-

Russia and how he came to also have a
critique of Maoism, but where 1 disagree
is his view that the Communism of those
states is ‘“Marxism.” Marxism has been

“turned into just an issue of economiics,

but the Humanism is at its center. The

“‘econornics” of capitalism means taking

bload from human beings and shows the
total need for a new, Humanist society.

Gene Ford

Los Angeles

The  Philadelphia - police
- show that same type of racist mentality.
~ 1 agree with Mumia on his critique of

< feel inundated
‘Dunayevskayas and others’ theoretical
-pieces that are, at this time for them ’

i NewYork

SR SRt L reﬂectacondescendmg vanguardism?
. Dunayevskaya’s 1970 article on “To-.~ =« .

“talitarianism-U.S. Style” (seée N&L, May -

"WHAT RELATlON OF PHILOSOPHY/ORGANIZAT!ON"

Your artxcles on different parts of the g
,world updated us on the latest happen--.

_. v-n]whf.hl g A
xusa as {dr ag. peaniag igsuag: ‘are con:

terned. Your analysis on- phﬂosophlcal
views is .an important- tool to awaken

consciousness of the present situation in

countries the world over. We look for-

‘ _ward to every issue.

GABRIELA
Natlonal Alliance of Women'’s
Organizations
. Phxlxpp{nes
=;= L :

In order to increase N&L’s readership
and influence I believe several things
should be done. First, the emphasis on

. theory should be cut to the bone. I say

this knowing very well that unless theo-
ry is understood we face a repeat of the
Soviet Union, China or a. police state.

It’s been my expenence ‘that new poten-

tial members, most of whom were like
recipients of a lifetime of brain washing,
with Raya

way over their heads.

The second step would be to involve - .

people in day to day actions. At that

‘point the study-of theory becomes more.

acceptable. .
: Gcrald S.

®ow o

1 like most of your letters from: work- -

‘ers and I think highly of providing a fo-

rum for workers who have so little voice, -

" gnd upont whose exploitation capitalism- :
thrives. In counterpoint 1 find your phil-"
osophic and analytic articles to be aca- . )
--key are being deported by the Turkish

demic and unnecessarily hard-to follow.

Is yours really an academic publication,. .
or does the juxtaposition of the workers’.

voices and those of the. “intellectuals’

D.B.

* LN

When I look at what has taken place

... since November 1994 it makes me feel -
. that time has already run out _But that

eling ;and, 1 cannqt,

“give in to it. Life'to the 4 as &’ stnfggle to!
stay alive and reproduce life. Marxist-

¢is.a retrogressive fe

Humanism is not an abstraction. It ex-

presses the methodology to analyze seri--

EVSHE

. _bureaucratism - and racism
‘unions, from the self-activity of the -

‘Los Angeles -

- ;Kansas g

ous crises and action to uproot the sys-
tem that created them.

Activist

California -

American history is full of manifesta-
tions of the spontaneous form of organi-

zation; from the Kansas Committees

formed to fight the extension of slavery

“into the plains states, to rank-and-file

workers’s committees appearing to fight
not ‘only their employers, but alse
in - their

Montgomery Bus Boycott movement to
the work of Woman Power Unlimited.
-What Marxist-Humanists need. to dis-
cuss and consider is how their activities
can bring out a current of unifying dia-
lectical philosophy in today’s  freedom

- movements, With the quickening pace of

youth struggles against the Contract
With America, the stirrings of rank-and-

file workers, and the appearance of mass
- mobilizations against legislative attacks
“on immigrant labor, this task is now

more important than ever.

'Bloomington, Ind.

'N&Lis a good paper: unhke so' many' ‘

of the British Left newspapers, it is not

- afraid to link theory with bractice and

vice versa and is adequate to the chal-

~-Jenge of our times..

James Young
Scotland

HELP IRANIAN. REFUGEES

“Hundreds of Iranian refugees in Tur-

government with the full knowledge and

" cooperation of the UNHCR. -Some of
~ these refugees have been deported even
.- .after being accorded refugee stdtus by .-

- “the UNHCR. Upon return to Iran they
* face the reality. of jail and execution for
" their opposition to the government:
, The Tranian Refugee Alliance has been
- providing material and legal support for

the refugees who are fighting deporta-

- tion as well ‘as the hundreds of other ref-

es: who are. hvmg in.subhuman condi=

" 'tions. To eontact the IRA'and send them
contribiitions please write to IRA, Coop- -
- er Station, P.0. Box. 816, NY, NY

10276-0318 Tel: 212-260-7460.

Kevin 0.

" be domg to reach them

. “lOSt” o
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 ON AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

- The Supreme Court decisions striking

‘down affirmative action are galling, es-

pecially that aspect of their reasoning .
which asserts that we have achieved a
race-blind society. Toni-Morrison wrote
something that hits on' this reasoning, -
especially as it relates to more liberal
leaders and even the Left: .
““[Tlhe habit of ignoring race is under-

" stood to be a graceful, even generous,

liberal gesture.” But “exc151ng the politi- -
cal from the life of the mind is a sacrifice
that has proven costly ... A-criticism that
needs to insist that literature is not only
‘universal’ but also ‘race-free’ risks lo- °

. botomizing that literature, and dimin-
. ishes both the art and the-artist ...

All of -
us ... are bereft when criticismy remains -
too polite or too fearful to notice a disw

~rupting darkness hefore its eyes.”

Whether out of politeness or fear, the
conservative, liberal and radical alike ig-
nore -at. their- pérll the “disrupting dark-
ness” standing in the way of rac1st capi-
tahst culture

Jim Milis
Itlirois

A R

I don’t know if the Supreme Court de-
cision on ' affirmative action is a turn
backwards or if there's nobody there to
carry the struggle forward. Everyone
has “drifted away from their morals or
principles, saying we just want to get
along, no matter how bad it is. This has

* especially hurt the NAACP, which used

to be so strong. They’re so busy trying to
get along with whatever politician, gives

" them money at their fundraiser. Their

priority used to be helping people. Until
people get back to their prmcxples, they .
can’t help people of the U.S. :

Black 'woman worker

Fayette County, Tenn.

o %

The. fact that Clarence Thomas sup- .
ports the idea of doing away with affirm-
ative action is because of the ones that
are supporting him. They’ve gotten him *
to turn his head; to do what he has to:
do..You never get done paying. There’s:

- always .a price.. Whatever decision he
. ‘makes is never based on his heart, but -

on how he’s going to get rewarded. To -
me Clarence Thomas has always operat-. .
ed like a computer Whatever - they. -
pumh into him, uﬂat s'what comes out. -
Observer .
. Memphis

-
NEO-FASCISM

INTHE
USA.

1 don't agree with your assessment of .

- the militia groups. Our point of address -
" should be not to condemn individuals for -

feeling dlsempowered or being alienated,
but to say “here’s what the Left shou}d

Mxtch Cohen :
o Byooklyn, N. Y

I beheve that the reascms for the
growth of the militias will become clear-
er if we pursue further their parallels tg
the Freikorps. The Freikorps were ‘ex-

- soldiers who had fought for Germany i in
- World War I; These ex-soldiers felt' that ~-

they had won the war on the battlefield,
but had been ‘‘stabbed in the back” by .-
Germany s civiian government. Like’

- wise, embittered Vietnam veterans con-

gider V:etnam the ﬁrst war the U S € rk

Now that the' “Cold War” is ﬁnally

“over, thése men are understandably re: -
~ luctant to return to-a civilian world that-

offers fewer job opportumt:es today than
ever before. That is why the end of thé™
“Cold War” coincides with an upsurge ~

-~ in - militia- membership. In the militias; .

< these ex-soldiers re-create the reassurmg

« ‘certainties of mlhtary routine in an un-
‘certain mvﬂxan economy. . . - ‘

* Ivan Bachur -
Warren, Mich.
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by John Alan

”\Two political events in July indicate that affirmative -

_action is going to be a major, and probably a nasty, con-
-tentious issue during ‘the 1996 presidential campaign.
The. first was the speech President Clinton gave at the

- National Archives supporting affirmative action before

an invited group of Black leaders and prominent, aging
eivil rights activists. And the second was the meeting on
the San Francisco campus of the University of California
+(UJC) when the Board of Regents voted to end 30 years of

- affirmative action; a decision which was orchestrated by
Governor Pete Wilson and Ward Connerly, Wnlson ’s

Black mouthpiece on the Board of Regents.

~A closer look at these events brings to mind the per- -

eeptive opinion of James Baldwin regarding the issue of
* race in the U.S.: It ““compromises, when it does not cor-

~.rupt, all American efforts to build a better world.”

CLINTON’S TEFLON EMBRACE

€linton’s speech embracing affirmative action, in spite
of previous doubts that he would -do so, has been hailed
as a great, historic speech by rmany liberals. Christopher
Matthews “of the San Francisco Examiner wrote that
“Clinton ‘‘sees the American Revolution not as a one-time
"“only event in 1776, but as an ongoing struggle to extend
-the country’s freedoms beyond those white men of prop-
erty who constituted the colonial electors.”
If Matthews is saying that Clinton’s speech was an en-
. dorsement-of the American revolution in permanence, as
~ the way to overcome the contradictions of race, sex and
class in U.S. society; then heis seemg in that speech an

. idea that is not there.

On the contrary, the President’s speech represented a
tbendlng toward right-wing critics of affirmiative action.

"‘He went out of his way to acknowledge that white males .

had an “henest concern, and that he would order all Fed-
eral-agencies to eliminate any program which imposed a

guota and gave preference to the “unqualified instead of -

to those who deserve it."’
Obviously, Clinton’s political motivation is to break

‘the “angry white male’’ away from its conservative lead-

ership. But, politically, what is he going to offer in trade
to get the vote of those who blame African Americans for
their insecurity? This is why many African Americans
" are doubtful ‘about their future political 1elatlonsh1p
with the President. ‘

.. The political storm in San Francisco, created by the
_ ending of affirmative action on the University of Califor-
nia’s nine campuses, caused & few protesters to reflect

. on the limits of affirmative action; how it is far removed
. from the dire economic conditions and résulting social
-dislocations in the lives of African Americans. Jesse
Jackson, a possible presidential candidate, articulated
his own eoncerns about the limits of affirmative action,
teIhng reporters that his “concern is beyond defending

The dlsmanthng of afﬂrmatlve action

afﬁrmatlve action. We've got to now look.at urban poli-

cy, which has been basically put on the back burner.”

‘Later Jackson said: ‘“‘Affirmative action only created -

the Black middle class.” Historically, this is net really

true, but affirmative action did help to create the present-

generation of Black middle class political leaders, aca-

demics, professionals and business people. At the same .

time, it has also created a type of Black personahty with
antipathetical attitudes regarding Black masses, like Su-
preme Court Justice Clarence Thomas ‘and Ward
Connerly, the Black millionaire contractor and UC Re-
gent who organized the opposition to affirmative action.

BLACK CONSERVATIVE RESPONSE |

However, the shortcomings and limits of-affirmative ‘
action should not prevent one from defending it against
the reactionaries who would abolish it on their implied

Envnronmental 1ust|ce wake-up call

Editer’s note: Below we present an interview with
Cheryl Johnson, Assistant Executive Director of People
for Community Recovery (PCR), an environmental jus-
tice organization in the Altgeld Gardens housing pri oject
on Chicago’s Southeast Side.

g Tn 1979 my mother, Hazel Johnson, and a group of
. other parents at Altgeld Gardens started organizing to
deal with mainteniance problems. Then she heard on TV
“that the Southeast Side had the highest incidence of can-
cer in the city. She wanted to know why, since my father

~ had just passed‘.from ‘lung cancer, so she started re--
gearching, That’s when.the whole organization switched -

" to dealing with ‘environmental 1ssues PCR was char-
g tered in 1982.

' ‘We've got the worst concentration of air pollutmn in
.- the country. The Southeast Side of Chicago has over 50
landfills and 96 poluting entities that should qualify for

" Superfund. We call ourselves the toxic doughnut, In ev-.
ery du'ectxon there’s some kmd of polluting mdustry, i

and the community lies in the center.

~'In our neighborhood, cancer and respiratory problems
“. are considered the norm. Three or four youths died of
i -asthma attacks in the past few years. We've had a lot of

< birth defects. A baby died at three; with six different '
- kinds of cancer, and there was a baby born with its

brains protrudmg from its head. Our community health
survey in 1993 confirmed the hxgh rate of respiratory
and reproductive problems; 23.5% of the bahxes had been
hospitalized for two weeks or more.

'y -Altgeld Gardens was supposed to be temporary The,
- Department of Housmg and Urban Development (HUD)
- started building it in 1944 —on landfills. It was a mixed

‘race. community. When men, particularly Black men,

o came back from World War II, they had no houses to live
“~in, so HUD decided to make it a permanent residence. In

the 1950s the Chicago Housing Authority (CHA) was

created, From then Altgeld’s racial ‘composition started’

to change, By 1965 it was 99% Black.
- I’ve seen the transition of this community from ‘work-

*  ing class to a fixed income, dependent community. That

was ‘the result of something deliberate. When this be-
~came public housing, the CHA put on a lot-of stringent
rules; like no children over 18. Dorothy Gatreaux fought

* that and won. Then they made a new rule that everyone

over 18 in a household had to pay 30% of their income

~for rent. Some families were paying $1,500 a month for
" .. slum housing! That took the working class out of the
_community, Now. Altgeld has 80% unemployment, w1th

over 10,000 people living here.
Before decldmg to site in a commumty, compames

that pollute look to see how much resistance there wﬂl'
be. They pick one that has lots of social problems and no
economic base and is apolitical. Waste Management sits
on every board of community organizations where they‘

.. operate, so people will keep their mouths shut. This is

not about jobs, it’s about life. It’s about genocide.
CHA is required by law to handle problems like lead,

ashestos and leaking underground storage tanks. PCR

trained 60 residents as lead abaters. None have. been

hired by the CHA. There’s a law that requires hiring res-
idents, but a loophole let them use CHA residents.al-

ready on the payroll. They’re not doing lead education.

_ Lead and asbestos are being handled piecemeal.. We
need prevention programs—with or without the CHA.

U.S. You just need a general inspection, then follow=up
education on what to do. One ‘child'poisoned is too many.

Groups like'the Sierra Club have given us somé min-

ute assistance. They have to change their agenda. The
‘whole environmental agenda is switching towards urban -
communities, the massive problem that can. destroy the .

country. They have not been addressing those 1ssues
They’ve mainly addressed wilderness issues.

Those bourgeois Black political orgamzatlons hke
NAACP, Urban League, Operation PUSH were never in-
tended for people like me to be involved with. They never
seem to care about my interests as a poor Black person.
P've never seen any of them come here.

The environmental justice: movement is bringing all

people “of  color together, all secioeconomic  back-

: grounds It has a global perspectwe Look -at what hap-

pened to lead—they closed down some . plants and
moved them to underdeveloped countries.’ That‘s ‘not

’nght, and it's all based on money.

‘ Program and research funds from the Envn-onmental,

_ Protection Agency only go to white communities. We

don’t qualify for Superfund money because the main cri-

- terion is contamination of drinking water; and we get.

water from Lake Michigan—even though we' have so
much contamination of the air, soil and groundwater.
It’s time for Congress to get a wake-up call from the
grassroots. We as people are under attack. What hasn’t
been done since civil rights times is a mass callout to
bring out environmental and social justice issues. We
want to build for a May 1996 March on ‘Washington.

+ We'll be having a conference at Chicago State University

Nov. 11 and 12.to form a regional network. It's needed
for cities to get together to develop a strong coaihtlon to
deal w1th issues from a national perspectwe

_ than his alleged killing of a rookie cop that he came

~ carrying out the kind of brutal street justice on his

_.the same position as the Chlcago jury who sat in judg-
~ment of the Haymarket martyrs in the 1870s Then, as
now, the state admonishes America to *
 men, make examples'of them, hang them and you: save
"“6ur institutions, our society.* Which is why America
< cannot. escape that it; not Mumia Abu-Jamal; is on trial.

- tiopary (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr, 1976), p.-96. For.a Marxist
.« Humanist history of Haymarket and other events of that mios|

', Moon and Ron Brokmeyer, Then and. Now: On the T00h A

| News & Letters, 1977).

- grounds of Black inferiority. -

A great deal of implicit and explicit racism plus ideo-

‘logical inversions ‘has been used. against affirmative ac-

tion: At the UC Regents meeting, a Black critic of affirm-
ative action said that he rejects it because it assumes
that Blacks are intellectually inferior to whites.

Other opponents of affirmative action have called it
“reverse “discrimination.” - While not based on reality,
these charges nevertheless contain a powerful, historical
American concept that African Americans are an inferior
people:- Senator Helms of North Carolina, when he was _
running for the Senate in 1990, carried the message of
Black inferiority to white voters this way: “You need
that job, you were the best quahﬁed but it had to gotoa
minority because of racial quotas.”

A day-long debate and the final decision of the Univer-

- sity of California Board of Regents to end 30 years of af-'
firmative action as a guideline in admissions has been

called an historic event by conservatives. Its true status,
however, is found in its relationship to the general drive
of conservatism to use racism-and sexism as forces to re- -
construct: social relations ‘in this ceuntry. The reach of

“this reconstruction is total; it goes from the Supreme

Court to so-called welfare reforms. It has even had an
impact upon the minds of some Black leaders.
Bob Herbert wrote: “The clearest message to

-emerge...[from the}] NAACP convention in Minneapolis
. was that African Americans will‘have to'look elsewhere -

for the sophisticated leadership that is desperately need- -
ed to guide a besieged Black population through increas-
ingly harrowing times.” (New York Times, 7/14/95)

This problem of leadership-is not simply one of guiding
the Black population, but how do we begin to work on
the crucial problem of creating a philesophy of Black lib- -

- ‘eration in’ conjunction with the Black ‘masses. This is ~
where we will find the needed new leadership.

(Continixed‘from page 1

which the state has actually condemned Abu~Jamal to
be condemned by the right-wing forces in the U.S. that .
are clamoring for Black blood.

- According to the facts surroundmg the gross miscar-.
riage of justice that culminated in Abu-Jamal being sen-
tenced to death 13-years ago, and the pelitical environ- .
ment in 1995 that xmpelled newly-elected Pennsylvama r

‘Governor Tom Ridge to sign his death warrant on June

1, Abu-Jamal is facing death for his ideas. This, rather

across one night in Philadelphia’s Center City in 1981

brother Philly’s notorious police department is known
for, is why Abu-Jamal sits on death row. !
If there was a conspiracy to railroad Abu-Jamal, as the
facts of his 1982 case demonstraté, it was because the
Philadelphia ‘police department and J.  Edgar Hoover’s
FBI were out to suppress what Abu-Jamal represented
as a Black revolutionary voice. That is clear from the 600
page file the FBI compiled on him from the age of 14
when he formed the Phlladelphla branch of the Black
Panther Party in1969. | '
If there is a political motivation to fmally still that
voice in 1995, as Gov. Ridge’s rush to sign the death
warrant to -ameliorate the right-wing, law and order .

forces that got him-elected on Nov. 8 attests to, it too is:

because of the revolutionary defiance that Abu-Jamal"
represents. The ‘defiance of an idea of freedom that is
neither: coopted nor intimidated by Newt Gingrich’s and -

- Bob:Dole’s virtual America is what quickened the timing
i \ : .-of Ridge’s sanctioning of state-sponsored murder. -
Lead poisoning is the most preventable disease in the . -

{That - . two - *“liberal,” ~ journalistic . institu-
tions—National ‘Public. Radlo (NPR) and the National
Association of Black Journalists (NABJ¥—would so easi-
ly cave'in to right-wing pressure to silence the voice of
Abu-Jamal reveals to what extent revolutionary ideas
are at the root of the state’s attempt to intimidate the "
Black community, after the Lios Angeles rebellion, and

-demoralize the Left by taking out Abu-Jamal.)

1 Of course, the “fear and alienation” of the social’
strata that the state can't ameliorate by the ‘“‘ethnic
cleansing””: of the “dangerous classes,” it seeks by, the
same act of barbarism to intimidate. It seems to me that
we do appear intimidated when: we make Abu-JamaI the
man, and not the revolutzonary Jdeas he represents and

.which need discussion, our cause.-

Mumia Abu-Jamal is condemned to die because he is
an enemy of the state, especially an enemy of the subju-
gated state to which American cap:tahsm condemns the
mass of Black and working ¢lass people in this country.
More importantly, he has voiced revolutionary ideas that
are inimical to the continuation of that state of affairs.

In the end; the American people are made to assume

‘convict these

* See Carolyn Ashbaugh, Lucy ‘Parsons: American Revolu

revolutionary period in U.S. history, and how it intersected wit
Marx’s development of his philosophy of revolution,.see “Terr

niversary of the First General Strikeé-in the U.S. (Detro:
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Western powers flddle as Bosnia burns

On the 50th anmversary of the end.of World War II

and the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps, we
_* are witnessing the most horrible televised genacide of-
. the people of Muslim and multicultural origin in Bosnia.

In Srebrenica, 45,000 refugees were murdered, raped

" and displaced-in the ongoing campaign of “‘ethnic cleans-
ing”’ by the Serbian Chetnik army last month. Twenty

thousand of those refugees, mostly men, are still missing -
* and have either been killed  or are.-in concentration .

camps. The news of atrocities, the separation of men and

“- boys from women, the public lynching and execution of S

men and boys and the mass rapes of women and glrls ri-
~ val what we know about the Nazi period.
The U.S. Senate vote -on July 26 to lift the arms em-
bargo on Bosnia does not thange the fact that this geno-
_cide is being perpetrated with the direct complicity of
the U.S., the Western governments and thé UN. The
Senate vote allows for the lifting of the arms embargo
only after the UN withdraws from Bosnia. It also gives

Bill Clinton the right te-ask for unlimited 30-day waiv-

ers on lifting the:arms embargo..

" Neither the Repubhcans nor the Democrats have
" shown any interest- in. helping the Bosnian people in
their struggle agamst “ethnic -cleansing.” They only
want to preserve the ‘ mtegnty” of the “Western alli-
ance.”

“allowed the Serbian army to take over Zepa after the

. 'massacre in Srebrenica. Ini Zepa, the Bosnian population
of 16,000 mostly refugees fought bravely against the lat-
est siege of the Chetnik army before they were forced to

‘surrender.: The last appeal over the radio waves from
Zepa’s mayor pleaded to the world media: “Help us. Do
not let the Srebrenica tragedy happen again.’

" The Croatian army of Franjo Tudjman has now re-
newed its attacks on the Chetnik army in Bihac. It has
also .acquired’ some-territory in the Krajina region of
Croatia ~where the Serb population has fought as

~"Chetnik soldiers for a ‘Greater Serbia.”” But throughout

~the history of the war in Bosnia, Tudjman has had his

“.own territerial ambitions. His army too has engaged in

" acts of “‘ethnic cleansing” against the Bosnian people.

. ~All these attacks are the response to the latest at-
tempts of the Bosnian army to fight to the death to stop
‘the Chetnik campaign of ‘‘ethnic cleansing.”” In the peri-
‘od: from Apr1l to June, the Bosnian army was making
some gains and had blocked some key Serbian army
routes—even after three years of war, starvation and a
one-sided arms embargo which demed the Bosnians the

‘ rxght to defend themselves. :

The deployment of the UN Rapxd Reaction Force in

- Sarajevo, and the latest threats of NATO air strikes on

Serbian artillery if the Serbian army invades Gorazde, do -

“not mark a. discontinuity with the U.S. and NATO’s
comp11c1ty in genocide. The- truth is that they have never
opposed ‘‘ethnic cleansing.”

In the U.S,, the Repubhcans support for lifting the
-arms embargo on Bosnia also has not been based on the
‘idea of supporting a multicultural society, Newt Ging-
rich put it.bluntly in an interview with The New York
Times: “I don’t think the Bosnians are any angels ei-
ther. If they were ‘winning, they’d be about as brutal as
‘the Serbs.” The reporter asked: ‘“So if the Bosnians are

. not freedom fighters or victims, but brutes just like the

‘ ‘Serbs, why spend taxpayers’ money to help-the Bosnians

at all?” Gingrich responded that it was because the way

“the Serbs have humiliated, undermined and treated the

UN with contempt is: dangerous for the entire planet.”

“But the U.8. would giveup, he said, if the Serbs overran

" the positions of the Bosmans, even if it created the worst

- refugee: flow in Europe since World War II.

News and Letters Committees has never advocated
'U.S. military intervention in Bosnia as the basis for its
solidarity with the Bosnian people. The truth is that the

-U.S. has intervened in Bosnia all along, by allowing the

VChetmks’ ‘“*ethnic cleansing” campaign to continue.

This is the time to solidarize with Bosnia and Bosnian -

. refugees by collecting material support for them and by
helpmg to develop the ‘idea of a multicultural existence

It is preclsely their comphc1ty in genocxde which has'

7 whlch they have fought and died for.

The Western.complieity in genocide in Bosnia and the
Left's failure to discern the uniqueness: of the Bosnian
struggle have signalled the green light to-the forces who

‘advocate racism, anti-Semitism, anti-immigrant hysteria

and misogyny globally. -Solidarity with Bosnia is alife
and death issue if we are serious about stopping the ide-
ology of “ethmc cleansmg” from spreadmg globally. :

~Sheila Fuller

Bosnian refugees—mostly women, children and the
: elde{ly-—ﬂee Serbian attacks in eastern Bosnia.

- Review article: Lesblans Talk Issues

(Continued from page 2)

On.a: topic ‘that implies. some attention to ideology, the
~author lacks any cogent’ philosophic base. Rather than
~suggest anything dialectical, Studzinski -lavishes more
~ than 10% of this slim volume to “put aside all precon-
‘ceptions to explore the theory and practice of the Right
and the Liberal camps in relation to lesbians and gays”

(p. 38). The silliness of wasting time attempting to posi~

_tively weigh the benefits and strategies of the ‘Right
would be less offensive if she had treated the Left simi-
larly. Instead, her definition is phxlosophlcally shoddy a
will comment parenthetically):

At the heart of most forms of extreme Left politics lies

‘a broad family (sic!l—in a lesbian work, she un-self-con-
sciously uses this metaphor!) of theories derived from

" the world of Karl Marx...The common tenets...of Marx-
ism are the beliefs that economic matters determine (ap- '

parently she believes Marxism is determinism; she is
hardly reconsidering' Marxism as she so hberally recon-
siders-the Tories) political and cultural life...that it is
necessary to abolish the capitalist system of private
_property in order to achieve an equal society (equal for
whom? equal to what? some new form of determinism?)

..The origins of the Marxist link between capitalism and
sexua] oppression can be traced to Frederick Engels’ The

Origins of the Famzly, anate Property and the State ( p-

27).

Here ls how Studzmskl describes her own brand of so-

clalxsm T see socialism as characterlsed essentlally by
the fight for social justice, the values of equality, com-

- munity and radical democracy,-and the belief that the

state has a legitimate role to play in creating a more just

society, in contrast to those of the Right who champion .

individual freedom and the free market” (p. 25). From
casting the social and the individual as opposites, to her
unqualified acceptance of “‘the state,” she leaves little
room for revolutlonary humamsm, for totally dlfferent

: human relations.”
“Indeed; she quotes U.S. activist Sarah Schulman, co-

founder of the Lesbian Avengers, in a similar tempera-
ment: “If you think there will always be homophobia,

- there will always be sexism, there will always be rac-

ism...you stop trymg to convince other people to like you

and your effort is based instead on building political

power for your Lonstltuency That’s where I am right
now’ (p 47). This tragic capitulation to the limits of the
given is ahistorical and anti-progressive.-

~One could read the discouragement of these writers as

. a measure of the depth of the retrogression we are expe-
riencing globally. But the overwhelming tone of impend-

ing checkmate, or at best stalemate, which emanates
from these volumes should ring a clarion call to urgently’

develop lesbian philesophies of revolution which are hot

mired in old games of pre-ordamed reactions to the

 moves of our enermes
. —Jennifer Pen -

In Memoriam: A. Langer

Alexander Langer, 49—year-old leader of the Italian

Green Party, committed suicide on July 3. His body was
found hanging in a tree on a hill near Florence.

Langer, vice-president. of the Green’s parhamentary‘
group in the European Parliament, in a letter to his wife -

- wrote: “Forgive me all this. The burdens on my shoul- -

ders are overwhelming. I cannot continue. I am leaving
in the greatest despair ‘ever.” ‘‘He was crushed by the.
tragedy in Bosnia,” said his-friend Adriano Sefri. ‘“He
felt, in his activities for Bosnia, that he was completely
alone.” —Reuters, Dawar

I was with Alexander in" Sarajevo. T got used to the
horror; he refused to get used to'it. I will not forget h1s
anger and his tears.

The last time I saw him was in the European Parlia-
ment when he was trying to mount another action for
Bosnia. They didn’t even want to listen to him. So he
slammed the door and left. - -

It’s not possible here to forget Szmul ZygelbOJm 's sui-
cide in London over the uncaring about-the murdered. =
Jews. It’s also not possible to forget that 144 people died
in Sarajevo in June. Twice as many as in May How
many will die in July?

Is there a number of deaths, or a kind of death which -
will yank us out of our uncaring masked by powerless-
ness? - —Dawid Warszawski-

Transiated from Gazeta Wyboreéa by Urszula Wislanka.

Islamic fundamentalism’s
-assault on women

(Continued from page 2) - :
taken any major steps to revise laws that deny women’s
rights since her re-election as premier in 1993.* :
@ Turkish women have campaigned around domes-

tic violence and helped to create: shelters for battered
women. They have formed consciousness-raising groups,

" become active in environmental i issues and demonstrated =

in the streets against sexual ‘harassment. Recently,

" Turkish feminists have had to compete with the funda-

mentalist Islamic Welfare Party which last year won the

‘mayoralty of Istanbul. The Welfare Party claims that by’
" criticizing pornography and prostitution, and prividing

social services for the community free of charge, it repre-
sent§ issues of concern to women. A return to religious
values, they insist, would. solve the myrlad social and
economic problems of Turkish society.® ,
©® Palestinian women in the. occupied terntones
became - instrumental in forming decentralized popular
committees once-the Intifada movement was initiated in

-1987. They addressed divorce, women’s income, and -

greater respect for women. Many young women activists -

"broke with earlier traditions of ‘arranged and semi-ar- -
~ranged marriages ‘and -pursued marriage based on love:

Others trled to remain politically .involved even after
marriage.® An expected political compromise between

~the Palestine Liberation Organization and the funda-

mentalist group Hamas in the new peace negotiations
with Israel would surely mean greater limits on ' women
as Hamas openly opposes the women’s organizing, and
projects a theocratic and sex-segregated state as its ideal.
Fundamentalist organizations have attempted to fill &
void created by the collapse of the secular leftist and na-

“tionalist ‘movements which- are’ now lumped  together

with pro-Western politics as essentially foreign and un--

. Islamic. But we shouldalso realize that fundamentalism-

is. a reaction to .the problems of ‘modern  capital-
ism-—migration, unemployment poorly paying jobs, lack
of medical care and economic support. for families, as -
well as alienated labor—and not just to the existence: of
highly authoritarian and secular- states in the region.
The strength of fundamentalism’ lies in the creation of-.
an illusion: that a return to the familiar, the traditional,
and the non-threatening, in this case religion, is the an-"
swer to modern alienated social relations. As such;itisa -
deadly, retrogressive movement which needs to be op-
posed in all of its forms.

In response to the growth of Nazi 1deology in Germany
in the 1930s, Erich Fromm argued that modernization
and capitalist relations of production freed human:-be-" -
ings from the traditional authority of the state and
church, but then subjected them to exploitation and al-
1enated labor, as well as powerlessness msecurlty, and
isolation.

At times, through the labor movement and: other
forms of collective dction, people were able to-challenge

* the monstrous power of capitalist relations. At other. .

times, however, they submitted themselves to authori-
tarian leaders and organizations who claimed to bring

‘back the relative security of the earlier period.

This certainly seems to be the case in parts of the
Muslim world today. The call for humanist and non-al-

- ienating sctial relations can thus become the only alter-

native to- both capitalist relations and fundamentalism,
as authoritarian 1deolog1es once again ‘crop up in ‘hoth
the Edst-énd the West in the late 20th century. )

4. See Newsletter of Women Living Under Muslim Laws, Oc-
tober 27, 1992. See also Paula R. Newberg, ‘‘The Two Benazir =
Bhuttos,” The New York Times, February 11, 1995, p. 50. '
5. See Nukhet Sirman, “Feminism in Turkey: A Short Histo-
ry,” in New Perspectives on Turkey 3, no. 1 (Fall 1989): 1-34.

6. See Rita Giacaman and Penny Johnson “Pa]estmxan Wom-
en: Building Barricades and Breaking Barriers,” Intifada: The
Palestinian Uprising Against Israeli Occnpation, ed: by Zach-
ary Lochman and Joel Bemm (Bost.on South End Press, 1989) -
155-169. ;
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by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes
.+ A storm -of protest greeted French President Jacques

“ Chirac’s plan to hold a-series of nuclear tests this fall in

the South Pacific, in callous disregard of the 50th anni-
versary. of Hiroshima. While even big conservative pow-
ers such as the U.S., Japan and Germany diplomatically
criticized Chirac’s plan, and there have been small anti-

'\ nuclear demonstratrons inside France itself, the blggest

opposition has come from the Pacific region.
- After: the Australian government issued a verbal pro-
test, mass demonstrations by ecological and labor organi-

. -zations called for more déecisive ‘action, including a bhoy-

. cott of French goods. The French consulate in Perth was
- also-firebombed. On July 11, 10,000 people demonstrat-

~edin Sydney, the largest outpouring since the 1991 pro-.

" “tests against the Gulf War.

In Tahiti, a French colony very near to the test site, a_
truly massive demonstration of 10,000 people took place -
‘on'June 29. This turnout constituted 10% of the island’s

entire population! Organized by groups such as Tavini

Huiraatira, an mdependence movement and the Polyne-

Crrsrs in Egypt

The crisis in Egypt surfaced in Ethiopia when a well-

' ‘organized assassination attempt on Egyptian President

. “Mubarak nearly. succeeded at the end of June. It took .

place as he was being motored to opening sessions of the

Orgamzatlon of African Unity summit. While Mubarak

was ‘sped back to.Egypt and accusations of complicity
were being levelled against Ethiopia-and especxally Su-
dan, an Islamic fundamentalist group based in Egypt

clalmecl credit for the attack and shifted the focus back

; to the disintegrating social and pohtlcal fabric within
“ Egypt. -

.

" .cism of the government. This law aims to stifle any re- -
-porting of the near civil war between the state and reli-

“First 1s Mubarak’s

“ Two other recent cvcnts reflect’ the crisis at home.

press. While the Egyptian government already controls
TV ‘and radio hews in a country ncarly 50% illiterate,
Mubarak supported -a law which . criminalizes, with
heavy fines and prison sentences; any newspaper criti-

gious. fundamentalists.
Second is the persecution of Nasr Abu Zeid, an Arabic

literature professor. In June, an Egyptian court annulled

his marriage to Ibtihal Younis, on the religious grounds

~that his writings showed he had renounced Islam and -
therefore could not remain married to a Muslim. Abu -

Zeid’s writings, the basis for the fundamentalists® law-

*suit; include criticism of clerics for quoting the Koran

out of context as well as making factual errors.

“Not concerned with any appeals, fundamentalist law-
yers said they would apply the verdict “‘by force.” Zeid’s
lawyers dropped his ‘appeal in July when their lives were

" threatened. Zien al-Abdin Fouad, a-poet and one of

 Zeid's defenders, said ““You are giving some people...the

right to determine what is in the mind or heart of some-

-bady else...If we open this door, then it is not just free-
- dom of thmkmg that is affected, but of breathing, of

‘ walkmg
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French nuclear test protests rock Pacrfrc

sian leeratlon Front, a reglonal group, thé rally mclud- ,

ed slogans such as ““Stop killing people with your nuclear.
bomb” and “Think about Moahi [indigerious Tahxtlan]
children.” This was followed up by an equally massive
rally a few days later. For over a week, barricades
blocked many major streets in Papeete, the capital.

New protests were planned there and elsewhere after
the French navy commandeered the Rainbow Warrior 11,
a Greenpeace ship on its way to the test site. The ﬁrst

" Rainbow Warrior was mined apd sunk by French gov-. -

ernment terrorists in'July 1985 in New Zealand during

‘an earlier series. of French nuclear tests. Fernando Per-

‘Buropean Parlament deputles Jecred French Presx-

dent Jacques Chirac as he announced plans to re-
sume nuclear testing. ,

Arrest of Harry Wu
The arrest. of Harry Wu on June 19 by Chinese au-
thorities has increased U.S.-China tensions, strained at

the Taiwanese president, Lee Teng-hui. Harry Wu, who

had taken on U.S. citizenship after release from nearly’

two decades in Chinese prison camps, had become
known in the West for his daring trips back into China
to document exploitation of Chinese prison labor..

While hardly a leftist or-associated with-any of the op-

position within China, Wu’s unearthing of brutal condi- -

tions in the prison labor camps producing goods for ex-
port to the U.S; and other Western ‘“‘democracies’ had

- struck a raw nerve. He was arrested while trying to en-

ter China at a remote border post and could poss:bly face
life imprisonment or death. -

Despite the support for Wu in the Republican-con-
trolled Congress, including by arch-reactionaries ‘like

Jesse Helms, it is unlikely that the Clinton administra- = -

tion will c‘hange course from its abandonment of “‘hu-
man rights” in China to sanction “‘favored nation™ trade

status. Looming behind Wu’s arrest are the scores of in- .

tellectuals who have been prosecuted during the latest
petition campaign against the government, and the tens
of thousands of workers and peasants whose voices have
not yet been heard.
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eira, a Greenpeace photographer was killed. Today, hls

. -daughter Marelle Pereira is still fighting to get the facts

about 1986 from the French government.

~In New Caledonia, a French colony which in the- 1980s
saw the rise of a large independence movement among
the 1nd1genous Kanakpeople, 3,000 mainly Kanaks dem-
onstrated on July 1 against the tests. This led the white
French community to organize a pro -nuke counter—dem-
onstration a few days later. .

Susanha  Ounei-Small, a promment Kanak leader

stated: “France started nuclear testing in Tahiti in the

1960s, after the people of Algeria won their indepen-
dence. Today the Moahi people want their independence
as well. Decolonization is very important. It is the only'
way to denucleanze that the French cannot reverse

Burma frees opposrtron Ieader

The release of opposition leader and Nobel Prize laure-

‘ate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi after six years of house ar-

rest has ‘also allowed the student youth and the urban
masses to come out onto the streets for the first time'in
years to express their desire for a dismantling of the to-
talitarian military regime, in place since 1962,

.Suu Kyi has been extremely cautious-in her initial
pubhc statements, suggesting that she might agree to
work with the military if they 51mply hberahzed rather‘
than ended the dictatorship.

- Qutside observers have stressed that the mlhtary are
in a stronger position today than in the 1988-89 period,;

- when they killed and arrested thousands to crush a near

revolution. Since then, the army has been expanded
from 180,000 men to over 300,000, thanks to massive "
aid from China. The army has driven a number of libera-
tion movements among oppressed natlonahtxes out of
terntory which they had long controlled.

Such estimates of the régime’s strength leave a31de the

~ historical ‘tradition of the Burmese youth and labor

‘ . movements. Groups such as the All Burma Students
the time by the U.S. welcome of the “unofficial” visit by -

Union (ABSU), always leftist and revolutionary in their
politics, have never completely accepted Suu Ky1 s mod-
erate stance; already evident in 1988. Banned in 1962 -
when the military took power; ‘the underground ABSU
helped spark a revolt in 1974 and was.a crucial force in-
the 1988 uprising; forging important links with the
working people. (See Bob McGuire, “Burmese Students
Refuse to be Crushed,” N&L, December 1994.) If such
groups are able to emerge openly, some of their members

will surely demand truly radical change

~ One year | Iater Rwanda
abandoned after genocrde

- Ayear ago, in July 1994, the genocidal Rwandan army

“and militias fled across the border inta ‘Zaire and other

neighboring countries rather than face the freedom
fighters of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) on ‘the

- battlefield: The RPF victory finally. put an-end:to- the
- genocide -of 1994 in which up to one million" peo-

ple—most of them members of the Tutsi minority. or'
non-chauvinist members of the Hutu majority—were
massacred, often after unspeakable torture. .

The RPF, although dominated by Tutsi, has created
the most multiethnic government in Rwandan history.
The government has arrested and plans to try for geno-
cide many of the perpetrators

Many problems remain, however. Even those targeted

B by the Hutu chauvinists who managed to survive bear

deep scars, often being the solefsurvivors of an entire

" family. Women and girls were killed in disproportionate

numbers because, often carrying small chlldren, they
could not run fast enough. Some women did survive cap-

"ture, but virtually all of those ‘“‘spared” by the killers.

were subjected to: gang rape.and sexual slavery. There
are today over 15,000 of these sexual assault survivors

. living inside Rwanda.

Although millions of Hutu who fled in 1994 have by
now returned safely to'their villages, two million Hutu

: remain in refuges camps outside the ccountry, many of-

them terrorized or propagandized agamst returning by

" the old artny and ‘militia. Especially in the camps in

Zaire, the very mllltary and political leaders who orches-
trated the genocide strut about, bragging that they will
return to\poWer and claiming that they are the victims.
They receive massive food and other humanitarian aid,
while at a clandestine level, as reported recently by both

- Amnesty " International, and Human  Rights Watch,
..France -and 'Zaire .are ‘helping the perpetuators of ther
" genocide to rearm, -

“In a pattern that Bosnians would. surely recogmze,
UN arms einbargo remains in effect, making it harder
for the Rwandan government to defend itself against at-
tacks across the border by the war criminals. Although
$600 million in aid was promised to the new Rwanda by
wealthy donor nations in January, virtually none of it

. has arrived. In the corridors of international aid confer-
_ences, it is' whispered by Western diplomats that RPF

leader Paul Kagame is secretly a Marxist, that he could
become “the Fidel Castro of Central Africa. Y

On July 13, when UN Secretary General Boutros
Ghali visited Rwanda, he told the government that they

- should stress “‘reconciliation” with the Hutu groups who
" control the refugee camps. Two weeks earlier, it was an-

nounced that the UN War Crimes Tribunal on Rwanda
had finally been established, but it was also revealed that

B the UN stlll hadn’t gotten around to ngmg it a budget'




