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The rise in the consciousness of the farm workers in
California in self-organizing has begun. Over the last
month these workers have won three elections, and a
fourth is contested. The UFW (United Farm Workers)
has negotiated two new contracts, one with a Coachella
table grape grower, the first grape contract in a decade.

On the eve of the UFW’s month-long pilgrimage from
Delano to Sacramento in April and at stops along the
way growers and farm groups dismissed the event “It’s
the last gasp of a dying organization,” said the
Grapeworkers and Farmers Coalition, one of the en-
* emies of anything that workers try to do for themselves.

- Since May the state agricultural labor board, which

had been silent since governois Deukmejian and Pete
Wilson, has all of a sudden filed many complaints against
growers who have refused to bargain. It is a clear re-
sponse to the activity among the farm workers in the
California fields.

The biggest aftershock came from the lopsided victory
in July at Warmerdam farms in Kings County. Out of
the 263 workers who voted, 220 voted for the union.
State labor officials who oversaw the election were
stunned. Bill Warmerdam said the workers “caught us
by surprise.” He is a third generation fruit grower who
has never had to deal with organized workers before.

. UFW President Arturo Rodriguez said the vote was
the union’s first in Kings County. “The workers at
Warmerdam did it all. They formed their own commit-

) (Continued on page 3)

OfBlack
“women and
the South

Edztors note: As part of our ongoing coverage of the
Iatest developments in the “New South,” I am turning
my column over this month to the following reflections
from Diane Lee on her recent trip South.—Lou Turner

In his new book Local People: The Struggle for Civil
Rights in Mississippi, John Dittmer explores what Lou
Turner called in his column last month the South’s “un-
disclosed realm of darkness.” Dittmer writes ‘‘that
northerners and southerners alike agreed that Mississip-
pi was in a class by itself, ‘the las’t‘vestige of a dead and

“despairing - civilization.”” The image of Mississippi as

"America’s dungeon not only persisted but mtensxﬁed
over the [last] three decades” (pp. 9-10).

In his Afterword, Dittmer ends by talking about the
numerous reunions and conferences on the Civil Rights
Movement that had so changed the political geography of
_ the South, evoking a sense of nostalgia for the past. He

sees a continuity between the life and struggles of Fan-
nie Lou Hamer and the Algebra Project of Bob Moses
and Dave Dennis, as though the latter is the sole alter-
native to the present state of poverty and the seemingly
dismal subJectwe response to it. But is this the kind of
_ alternative that is needed to take us into a new society
with new human relations?

We have seen such courageous new labor struggles as
the one being waged by workers at Hood Furniture in
Jackson, and the emergence of a statewide Black student
movement around the Ayers case to preserve historically
Black colleges. Nevertheless, whether the movement is
against the power of private capital or state authoritari-
‘anism, the clear and present danger is what Charles Tis-

(Continued on page 8)

- ceive several years in jail for their part
“in the infamous “*hunt for foreigners” in

Western Europe in deep crisis:

economic,
political,
intellectual

by Kevin A. Barry
Berlin, Germany—Some snap-
shots of Westem Europe in crisis, July

1994:
® In Germany, three fascist youths re-

Magdeburg in May.

@ In France, 900 gather to hear prominent intellectuals
denounce the French government’s refusal to lift the
‘arms embargo on Bosnia and its complicity with the gen-
ocide in Rwanda.

® In Italy, the new Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi is
forced by popular outcry to rescind a decree curtailing
the ongoing pohtlcal corruption investigations, and then
his own brother is arrested for bnbery on behalf of the
corporation they jointly run.

@ In Britain, European parliament electlons in June hu-
miljate the ruling Conservatives, but by this time Labor
has undergone a Clintonite transformation, moving clos-
er to the Conservatives. -

® As genocide, rape and “ethnic cleansing” contmue in

Bosnia, only a small minority of the European Left has .
come out in support of Bosnia, or even of hftmg the.

arms embargo.
@ The current recession, whict nas Ied to West Europe-
an unemployment rates unknown since the 1930s, has
sparked not so much labor unrest as the growth of rac-
ist, anti-immigrant sentiment.

In short, Western Europe is experiencing in 1994 its

greatest economic crisis since the 1930s and its greatest

political and cultural crisis since the 1960s. Yet, unlike
these earlier periods when pohtlcs was polarized between

'There is something monstrous in our midst. It’s not to

be found on the lava plains of the Goma refugee camps

in Africa’s season of cholera. Nor is it found among the
prancing despotlsm of Haiti’s drug-trafficking colonels.
It’s found instead in the day-to-day savagenes of “Amer-
ican civilization.”

“To die,” goes a Rwanidan proverb, “ig the ransom of

E life.”” Given the daily savageries of American socie-

ty—poverty, predatory crime, homelessness, etc.—it is
no wonder that life has been ransomed in the domestic
and foreign policy of the Clinton Administration. The

more unsettling fact is that it has beoome a d1mensmn of

the American mind.

How else to explain the U.S. response to the twin, but. -

by ‘no means identical, horrors of Rwanda ‘and Ha1t1"
How else to explain the despicable discussion of ‘‘nation-
al security interests’ in the face of the genocidal apoca-
lypse in the heart of Africa, and the raw military terror
that has committed over 400 political murders just this

year while instigating a mass exodus of some 50,000 Hai-
tians since the 1991 coup that deposed Haiti’s first dem-

ocratically elected President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide?
Let us admit it. This country has been so preoccupied

with its own social and political malaise, that it has for

some time been indifferent to the genocidal effects of the
foreign policy carried out in its ‘“‘national interest.” Mili-
tary atrocities against civilian populations in the Pana-

ma invagion and the Gulf War seem only to have de-sen-
sitized the American mind to “‘ethnic cleansing” in Bos-
nia. And just as in Bosnia, in Haiti rape has become an
instrument of terror which the U.S. embassy in Port-au-
Prince has the unconscionable gall to dismiss as one of

" the “fabricated” human rights abuses that Aristide sup-

!"

porters “manipulate...as a propaganda tool

To be sure, America’s declining ability to manage the

proliferation of global crises reflects its declining ability
‘to manage its own domestic crises. However, the corol-
lary to this is: By what logic has the genocidal impulse
become imbued in a people such that they commit the

most heinous crimes in the name of national or ethnic -

identity? It is in their inseparability that these two ques-

tions form the starting point of any understanding of to-

day’s apocalyptic reality.
HAITI AND THE WHITE MAN'S BURDEN
In the very week, beg:mung August 1, that the UN au-

Mass anti-fascist demonstration in Wiesbaden, Germany.

. Left and Right, today there is an amazing degree of una-

nimity between Left and Right, as the Left has given up
even the pretense of standing for an alternative to: capi-
talism. This does not mean that there are no counter-
movements to the established order, but it does mean
that these movements, often fragmentary, remain
hemmed in by the reigning conception that bourgeois de-
mocracy and “free market” capitalism offer ‘‘the best of
all posmble worlds.” Below I will assess briefly the situa-
tion in two of the most important West European coun-
tries, France and Germany

FRANCE: CRITIQUE SANS MARXISM
In France, as the moribund economy shows continuing

signs of weakness, the youth revolt which broke out this

spring simmers below the surface. In July, after a small
pro-Communist - student federation launched protests.
against the absence of places at the University of Paris
for 2500 students who had passed their baccalaureate
exam, nervous administrators simply closed registration
until September. With regard to women, Gisele Halimi
of the feminist group Choisir has gained much support

: for her campaign to require that the French parliament
’ include at least 25% women among its members.

(Continued on page 5)

Rwanda, Haltl—twm apocalypse

thorized the use of m111tary force in Haiti to oust the

‘military junta headed by Gen. Raoul Cedras (without

setting any deadline), Bill Clinton announced at his
press conference that he agreed with the unanimous
Senate vote earlier that day that the U.S. is not bound
by UN authorization and time-tables. Translatlon the
heat is off Haiti’s military tyranny.

‘Clinton has gained a foreign policy with a Black face to

.. deflect charges of racism (making former Congressman
. ‘Bill: Gray his poirnit man on Ham, and even dlspatchmg

Jesse Jackson to be his emissary in the simmering Ni-
geria crisis). As a foreign policy devised more for pubhc
consumption at home than for any genuine concern for

(Continued on page 8)
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by Anna Mailion ‘
. Domestic violence is a personal issue, and the persona]

is political. There can be no denying its intimate rela-

" tionship to all forms of exploitation and repression. As a
mental health worker in the area of domestic violence, 1
have: been ‘disturbed by the hypocrisy of the capitalist
media’s coverage of Nicole Snnpson s murder.: Capital-

ism is a predator, exploiting our pain, shame, fear and

- hunger any way it can.

.- This story would be a pubhc relatxons vmtory for femi-
nists were it not for its tragedy and the fact that since
the 19th century African-American men have been false-

~ly scapegoated: as the greatest danger to white women.

‘Although African-American .men are no exception to
‘what Karl Marx pointed out, that ‘‘the infinite degrada-
tion in which man exists for himself is expressed in his

relation to women,” still, if fingers were pointed with the -

same-urgency at white men guilty of rape, sexual harass-
- ment, child abuse and domestic violence, 1magme the
numbers, the revolutionary impact!
. Are the lives and dignity of African- :
‘American men to be sacrificed for the
- lives and dignity of women? «Or vice
versa? Are these revolutionary dimen-
~gions pitted against one another in the legal and media
circuses? In the street? Once a gladiator bound bhody and
soul to the media, Mr. Simpson is apparently still fair
- game. Can we expect women to ever live freely and safely

im a society that buys, sells and discards any one of us at’

will? We can’t let the media play with our heads if we’re
about freedom.

 For the same reason we can't allow the abuse and
murder of women to keep on slipping by. Women of all
* races have been gathermg in front of the television at
the battered women’s shelter where 1 work, wondering
"how the Simpson story will end up, how it will affect
their lives. In their-our-world men are let off the hook

for their abuses all the time. The denial and woman- -
blaming with which “society”’ receives news of men’s mi-

sogynistic behaviors is a part of the reality this capitalist
patriarchy expects us to accept.

Within patriarchy, male “batterers” count on a sys-

- tem of values which; if not overtly condoning their vio-

lence; supports the “logic” behind it. Battering is not a
- loss ‘of control; it is.the establishment of control. And
most of it is done in non-physical ways.

" - A Mexican Indian woman who stayed recently at our
shelter said she had repeatedly asked her husband to
treat her like a human being: “You treat me like a thing,

like a piece of furniture you never think about, as if I

had no mind or feelings. Sex is your right, no matter
what I want. I'm like a chair you sit in or get out of ac-
cording to your convenience.” For confronting him she
was beaten. And after leaving him she feared for her life.

I have worked at three different battered women’s
shelters. These “safe houses,” originally the under-
ground railroad of the battered women’s movement,

International groups

Edztor 's note: Below we publish excerpts from the “Fi-
nal Declaration of the I1st International Meeting of
Mothers and Women Who Struggle,” dated March 30,
1994, sent to us by the Madres de Plaza de Mayo of Ar-
gentina,

Gathered in Paris and cemmg from different coun-
tries, we have managed to debate in depth during several
- days topics that made us feel as if we all came from the

-same place. Discrimination, persecutmn ‘torture, rape,
. militarism, exploitation and racism were common experi-

ences, All of this has brought into the open women from
different worlds who express the same opinions.

In our clamor we rejected all oppressing systems; even
those which' call themselves democratic because they im-
plement economic models in which profits are more im-

e portant than human life.

Authoritarian governments continue to repress their
people- turmng to assassinations, disappearances, torture
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Who defines battered women'’s struggles?

started in the early ’70s in the homes of women, many
themselves previously battered. Many participants were
lesbians. Many were women of color. It was a movement -

in which the empowerment of women was not an act of

charity but a process of rebellion and self-definition. -

There was excitement that relationships between men
and women, women and women, men and men, and
adults and children would be transformed. Their voices
could no longer be ignored. -

"And then? Legal definitions of abuse were developed.
Statistics were taken. The FBI stated that 30% of female
homicide victims are killed by husbands or boyfriends.
Three to four million U.S. women are battered each
year. The fovernment concluded medical and legal insti-
tutions. should take preventative measures to avoid
“wasting’”’ money on domestic violence fallout. The bat-

‘tered women’s movement became one more element of

the bourgeois, bureaucratic structure of social reforms
dependent on state funding and chanty organizations.

And the experiences of battered
women was reduced to an emotional
dysfunction: codependency. “Why ‘do
women stay?”’ was the question, not
“Why do men batter?”

This society, based on racist, classist, sexist “norms,”
encourages us to believe that we all get what we deserve
and deserve what we get. This attitude, together with so-
cial science’s insistence on “value neutral objectivity,”
tends to “mask the male domination underlying viclence
against women’’ as James Ptacek writes. “Clinical and
criminal Justlce responses to battering are revealed as
ideological in the light of their collusmn with batterers’
rationalizations.”

Only a few “maverick” feminist theraplsts and social

workers have challenged the so-éalled objectivity of sci-

ence by pomtmg out that the privileged status of men as
husbands in this society makes domestic violence virtu-

ally inevitable or ‘“normal.” Aside from the temporary
beds available at subsistence-level shelters, the “solu-
tion” to domestic violence has been deﬂated from a vi-,
sion of human revolution to a dead end of research and

' psychologlcal treatment.

"As Raya Dunayevskaya put it in Women’s Liberation
and the Dialectics of Revolution, “Capitalism tries to

use everything for its power. That’s why Marx criticized

science under capitalism and said it was -not neu-
tral—‘To have one basis for Jife and another for science
is a priori a lie.’ He said that-phrase in the same essay,
1844, Private Property and Communism, in which he
discussed how pivotal is the Ma.n/Woman relationship,
and not only the class struggle.”

For the Los Angeles police, the courts and the media
to have suddenly become great defenders of battered
women is suspect. I once went to the'same police depart-
ment and the same courthouse seeking protection from a
violent husband, and experienced misdirection and hu-
miliation. It’s time for us—revolutionary women and
men—to take the struggle against the abuse of women
back into our own hands—and heads.

denounce repression

and 1a1hng of all those who dissent. Formal democracies -
cloaked in appearances of guaranteeing freedom imple-

ment economic models that sacrifice and- margmahze
sections of sociely through unemployment, lack of sani-
tary assistance or poverty. They are frequently unjust
systems, where hunger and environmental pollution are

as mortal as bullets, to which they also turn when the -

degree of repression demands it.
Another tragic phenomenon is the mampulatlon of the

" legitimate right of people to their language and cultural -

characteristics, which exacerbates nationalism as a form
of political control that risks leading to tragedies that
bring about death and destruction to these same peoples.

While there exists a single tortured or disappeared
person, while there is a single child who dies of hunger
or is assassinated on the streets, while the system con-
tihues to marginalize young people through drugs, while
Mafias continue to be anfi-states within the state, while
women are discriminated against and raped, there can be
neither freedom nor democracy.

This collective of women of the world commits itself to
working to transform human relations, so that children

and the young are“able to receive an education in which ’

solidarity, freedom, equality, respect for the .environ-
ment and defense of human rights mark out the path to-
wards peace and coexistence. While also supporting the
development of a civil society.

The following organizations signed this declaration:
Madres de Plaza de Mayo of Argentina ® ACARI (Moth-
ers of Assassinated Street/Disadvantaged Children) of
Brazil ® CONAVIGUA (National Coordinating Body of
Guatemalan Widows) ® COFADEH (Relatives of the De-
tained/Disappeared of Honduras) @ Women in Black of
Israel @ PFWA (Palestine Federation of Women’s Ac-
tion) @ Palestine Human Rights Information Centre @
ANFASEP (National Association of Relatives of the Kid-
napped, Detained and Disappeared of Ayacucho, Peru) @

_ AFAPREDESA (Association of Relatives of the Disap-

peared of the Saharan Republic) @ “Mama 56’ Kiev
Mothers Gréup of the Ukraine @ Centre for Anti-War
Action of Belgrade @ Belgrade Women in Black ® Sara-

" jevo Women’s Movement ® Centre for Women War Vic-

tims of Zagreb ® Women Against the Mafia of Italy @
Association of Mothers of Conscientious Objectors and
the Insubordinate Green-Scarved Women.

‘by Mary Jo Grey o

Japanese women students marched in Tokyo, July 217,
demanding fair treatment for women in' the job market.

‘Their banners read: “No sexual harassment,” “No dis-

crimination for female students” and “To work is the -
people’s nght the compames must fulfill their duties.”

. Women’s and human nghts organizations are mountmg

international support for 117 Tunisian women who have
sbeen mterrogated ‘harassed and threatened by police af-
‘ter signing an appeal for democracy and freedom. The
women, including academics, lawyers, journalists and
doctors, condemned “‘serious attacks on the foundations’
of a tolerant and pluralist society’’ and called for ‘“re-
spect for freedom and fundamental rights whxch are the
only guarantors for dignity in our country.”

—Information from Women Lwing Under Mushm Laws o

The Sisterhood is Globa.l Instltute is demandmg that the
Clinton administration condemn human rights abuses in

Haiti, especially the growing use of rape as a primary =

tactic in the political oppression of Haitian women. Hu-
man Rights Watch and the National Coalition for Hai---

tian' Refugees have charged Haitian soldiers, police and
their armed civilian thugs with using rape to intimidate -
women who support or whose male friends or family
members support exiled President Aristide. Despite evi-
dence of such violence, the U.S. government has denied
political asylum to women who have been raped.
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~ The war at work and Iabor S power

‘New York—The truckmg company where 1 work i is.
* at war against the dock men. The company wants to re-

" place them with “‘combination” jobs, where the dock

worker has to hold a trailer license so he can move trail-
_ ersif needed. But a war has two sides.

could just ﬁre tis:’ It is the contract that permlts us todo

“ this; let’s not forget that.

The greatest power we have i is not just workmg slow;
it is mthholdmg our labor. I call it the personal strike.

- The supervisor gets you mad, so you. book off (call'in-

Those left working, including the combination ‘men, -

know if we work slower they will have to bring in our

buddies who aren’t working. The power we have is to

make sure the trucks don’t get loaded on time. Manage- .

' ‘ment has the power to come up with these efficiency
- planis and proqlmt.mty 'schemes; we have the: power to
produce less. It’s a war every night.

We wanted the union delegate to come down and nego- |

tiate on this. He was too busy. Anyway, he wouldn’t
have dene anything; he just goes along with what the
TM (terminal manager) says. So we took care of things
ourselves.’

The best thing that happened was our steward trans—; i

ferred to another terminal. Se when all this came down,
“we had no shop. steward. Instead of the usual—telling
the steward he had to do something and then grumbling
and’ ‘omplaining when nothing happened—a number of
‘guys just started acting like stewards and went in the of-
fice and argued with the TM. The result of all this “ne-
gotiating” and gettxng the trucks out late: we saved two
dock jobs.
The war is not over. We still work slow. One young

: prodlrctmty Then his . uncle got laid off, and he’s mak-

_sick) on Friday, just when they need:you most. Some

guys take a day off once in'a while just for the pleasure

. of showing them you can hurt them too:-

~So we-do have more power ‘in our hands than “‘we
know, but we are still chained to the job, and that we-ac-
cept as normal. One thing that doesn’t get discussed is,

why don’t we get rid of management? I guess we know

we don’t need them. We're just used to that relationship;

“ it seems the only way things could be. When our steward -

" guy used to zip around on that hilo and do 150% to 200%

ing sure his productivity won’t go over 100%. He says -

" he’s looking out for his family.

A driver told him: You have to work slow all the tlme
not just when your uncle is off. How about Sam and
Willy, two good guys who worked the dock as casuals,
but now the company “‘doesn’t need them’? They need
jobs too. If the older drivers hadn’t kept their produetivi-
ty down, we would never have been hired, he said. :

We had the power to bring back two men on our job.

" We had more power than we knew because that shop

steward had stood in our way for so many years. When
he was gone, it lifted a block from our minds and-we
" found our voices. We stopped waiting for someone to be
steward. We started talkmg to everyone about what we
should do and doingit.

- Labor does have that power to do thmgs ourselves, but

- the union often. gets.in the way. You wait for thewnion

to dct, and then you complain. We do need a union and a
contract. We could niot slow down and fight the boss if he

left, it lifted a block from our minds in a small way.

What kind of upheaval would lLift this bigger block from .

our minds, to where we could see we have all the power
if weonly take it?

The power to withhold our- labor is a great power 1
don’t agree with unions being willing to give it up in the
face of court injunctions and scabs. Unions new push in-
plant- strategies, leafletting stockholder meetings and '
boyeotts as the new way to fight. Those ean bring people
together, but they don’t compare to the power of with-

“holding your labor.

1 bet if the AFL-CIO didn’t stand in our way, workers
would have expanded some of these hard strikes, taken it

‘ on themselves to spread the strikes no matter what a

judge said. We know what it means when they attack
one of us, and we want to stand together. I see that on
my Job . , , -—Jolm Marcotte -

Dy SR
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- Community-based workers centers meet

‘New York—Representatives from 20 “workers’ cen-
ters” around the coun‘ry met here July 8-10 to discuss
the niew labor movement emerging from their communi-
ty-based groups. Many led by women, the centers help

...workers to fight for their rights and sometimes to union--

ize, while also addressing their other concerns.

- Ata public forumattended by 200 people, Young Shin
of Asian Immigrant Women’s Advocates in Oakland dis-
cussed ‘the development of such centers in- the early
1980s as-a response to a changing economy which em-
phasizes “flexible” workers and non-manufacturing jobs,

.- and. a changing political climate which is anti-union and -

encourages the exploitation of immigrants, women and
people of color. - .

Maria det Carmen of La Mu;er Obrera in £l Paso said
her group “has always had a- process for developlng
women’s leadership. We want genuine social, economic

. and political power. for workers, and workers’ centers are
the “only place in our commumty where - workers can
" learn to struggle.”
She described their- expemence wrth the Internatlonal
Ladxes Garment Workers Unién: “The union gets away

4

" cent of the 500 garment shops in Chinatown are union-

(Continued from page 1)
tees and signed ‘up their own co-workers,” he said. I
hope this message will get to the CIO misleadership to
stop meddling in the workers’ affairs and get back to
' représenting the workers. Workers are thinkers; they
don’t need to be led. Eyery worker is an organizer.

In the early 1970s the UFW had contracts with 80% of

the grape growers in the San Joaquin valley. Two dec-

- ades later not a single contract remained. The movement

got transformed from struggling in the fields to boycotts,
- to writing to Congressmen. Workers know that the gov-
e erniment is owned and controlled by capitalism. They
'~ know that together workers can produce the world or de-
_ stroy it, and the capitalists and their bureaucratic boot-
lickers are the lice that feed off workers’ labor.

Trade unions are part of the caprtahst ¢ontrol over the

workers,- The truth of that lies in how the capitalists
along with the union leadershxp have used automation to
-replace millions of workers’ jobs and have not reduced
‘the hours of work each day to keep every worker em-
ployed at a higher standard of living.

I also see the beginning of a new labor movement in
the South. The Black women, like those at Somerville
' Mrlls, don’t want to give up their self-won power to a

union leader. As a wage slave, retired, who has spent his

life in the labor struggle, I see the thinking of these -

Black women as-a higher level of thinking, a great leap
in cognition. [ also see the importance of this Marxist-
Humanist orgamzatmn, News and Letters Committees,
: - present to give support to that self-development of work-

- ers takmg back their power to think for themselves

with saymg it represents workers when in fact 1t is pa-
ternalistic and doesn’t include women as leaders. It di-
vided the work force from the community. We need our:

_own methods and models to rescue our identity as work-

ers and to carry out our struggle with dignity. The old
union movement won’t change-its form of orgamzmg, so
a new movement is the only alternative.”

~ JoAnn Lum of the Chinese Staff and Workers Associa-
tion (CSWA) in New York discussed the need for a new
labor- movement: “Today everyone talks about being

" pragmatic and is resigned to narrow choices. We debate

within the framework of these in power and choose what
is less bad instead of what we want. In addition to the
structural changes in the economy and the globalization
of labor and capital, the government has passed laws and

- pushed ideas that are divisive. People are fighting for

crumbs. Divisions by race, antmmxmgrant ete., depend
on accepting scarcity.

“In Chinatown, the laws that are supposed to protect
‘workers are ignored. Many restaurant workers make 70¢
an hour and garment workers, $1 an hour. Ninety per-

ized, but the people are actually making $2 an hour, less
than they make in nonunion factories in midtown.

““The social services agencies in the community mostly
tell people to learn English and get out. Some are worse, -

like the Chinese American Planning Council, which gets

millions of dollars to do training and then uses the

trainees to work on public projects for low wages.
“When we try to use the labor and anti-discrimination

laws, we are told that we came too late or didn’t know

- how to make a complaint, in short, that we are the prob- .

lem. We need a new labor movement, where people feel
entitled and will fight, relying on then' own power and
defining their own. political agenda.

“Qur issues are not only economic; we don’t look at

workers only as tools to make things. We take positions

_on many other things:. men, women, parents, health

care, schools, gay and lesbian rights, ete. These are all
workers’ issues. People change their thinking through
struggle. The fight is not just about getting a contract,
but about going way beyond to the changes we want.
Jerome Scott of Project South in Atlanta related the
national attacks on workers, on the unemployed and on

~ welfare. Project South concentrates on the 30% of the la-

bor force that is ‘temporary, part-time and day labor.
“This population is transient, so our center has to be a
place to come together, to offer some survival services,
and also to do political education and research. We need
to overcome ideologies that infect us all: white chauvin-
ism, male chauvinism, anti-immigrant,” he said,

“In the discussion-that followed Wing Lam of CSWA
said, “Workers’ centers are not just a new tactie, they

are a new.content to-the lahor movement, The unions
failed and there is no chance of reforming them. Even if
you took over the unions, you couldn’t get better wages
under the system today. We are into chengmg the sys-

tem.” . —-Conference pmiexpant

................

“they’re suppogﬂjo DAy -y

“wanted. If we had given in to the company:like that,
~ we’d have stlll been lettmg the company choose for us,

Temprng for surwval

Okfahoma CIty—General Motors is having a “Jobs
Fair” the week of Aug. 8, but listen to what they are do-
ing: lettmg people with seniority move to other plants’
and giving ‘early retirement incentives! Then manage-
ment and UAW Local 1999 are working through the In-
ternational to get people hired for $12.75 per hour for-as -
long as two years. They would be considered temporar-
ies!—with minimum-benefit packages different from oth-
er workers that are already there. I see the future of

‘auto workers and all workers being sold out.

The people who take these $12.75 positions will bedo-
ing the same work as other workers who make $18.50 an
hour, The workers-eoming in probably aren’t giving up

~high-paying jobs. It doesn’t matter that it’s only two

years; it's the dream of being able to struggle a little less.
We, ‘as workers, aren't left with many chances so we'do-
things out of need; not because we have a choice. :

‘T went to work for 2 company as a temporary and
lmsted my butt to get a permanent job with good--or
should I say better—wages and benefits. They had about.
40 temps. You had to pass a test and see who could kiss

. ass for three stinking jobs! In some ways it's the same. as
* being raped or robbed.

Capitalism takes not onbr the phys:cal toil, but the dig- - ‘

" nity as well. I just know that if I can see this more work-:

ers see the same thing, but it’s like the decision whether

to survive or be swallowed up. It’s not any worker’s fault

that they can’t just stop and put an end to the problem.
Just being aware and talking and even wntmg about

“the horrible things that capitalists do to us is a start. I.-

miyself would like to take some kind of step to let these
capitalists know that I am very aware of the ‘things that
they are domg for more profit from mylabor and sweat!

. . o . —Working woman

Cblcago——l’ve been working as a temporary in facto-

. ries since 1987. Tonight I'm probably going to lose a

whole night’s pay because the damn bus didn’t come for
a half hour. If you're not there when the jobs come in

you don’t work: Last night I was sent to a factory that -
~made cookies, and I spent the night standmg in cookie: .

dough all over the floor. . .-
I work at Helene Curtis a lot, but they always call in
more people than they really need. If' they call Vyou m

X ey always try to cheat you out.of that.

. Another place made me so mad because they gave us
our breaks and our lunch all in the first three hours and.
had us standing on our feet for the last five hours
straight. We can’t let them treat temps like that. We’ve
got to fight back. If your paper wants- stones from work- -
ers, I've got alot of stories. -

—Woman at the bus stop

We selected our own union’

 Editor’s npte: More than 200 workers, all Black and
" nearly all women, at Somerville Mills voted in 1988 for .~

representation by Furniture ‘Workers. Local 282, but
have yet to win a first contract. I. Appel, the New Jersey- -
based parent eorporation, owns other plants in Tennes-

- see with contracts with the International Ladies’ Gar- '

ment Workers Union (ILGWU). The ILGWU refused to
assist the Semerville Mills negotiating comrmtt.ee by pro-
viding copies of those contracts. '
Somerville,
Mills has fear of the strength of Local 282 simply be-
cause Local 282 has one of the best reputations for sup--
porting their workers. And I repeat that: They truly sup-
port their workers. They don’t bend, they don’t twist;
they don’t go behind the workers’ backs. Companies:

-‘nowadays want to be able to buy what they want, and
" Local 282 doesn’t want to deal with anybody like that.

Two ladies from ILGWU came up on the plant parking

~lot two days before we had our election and tried to get .-
_ union cards signed to intervene in our campaign. I know

the company had something to do with it because Bob

" Young; one of the company’s managers, came to-the door

and he was Iaughmg, looking out there at those ladies.

-Later that evening, those cards came up m a meetmg - k

with the company. ,

At several of our negotlatmns, one of ‘the company
men told us that if we had let ILGWU represent us we
would have had a contract. We say that'we’re not going
to let that company select our union for us, because

- when that company came into Fayette County, there was -

no union. They could just as well have brought ILGWU
in-then and ngen us a contract as they did when they
‘brought them in to try and destroy our campaign.

. We selected our own representatwes We knew who we-

~Black women workers k :

- The need to spell out the rofe that a Marxist-Humanist §
organization can play today flows from the changing
nature of today’s objective situation. Foremost in this ‘&

—is the way the crises of existing society are leading

many to queslron the talk about ‘the death of i

Marxism’as a bit premature®
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1 Karl Marx completed what became known as the

| From 'e"m'l'nﬁe\s"of Marxist-Humanism

The Writings of
RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

detor s Note
One hundred and fifty years ago this summer,

Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844. In
. celebration of that historic begmmng of Marx's hu-
manism, we publish a ‘writing by Raya
,Dunayevskaya that explores those “Humanist Es-
_ says.” The piece reproduced here is-a 1968 draft of
- Chapter 2 of Dunayevskaya’s Philosophy and Revo-
Iution: From Hegel to. Sartre and from Marx to Mao
' (1978) P

The Humamst Essays were’ redxscovered by
‘ Dunayevskaya as she developed her theory of state-
capitalism in the 1940s. Her translations of “Private
Property .and Communism’ and “Critique of the
Hegelian Dialectic” were the first of Marx’s Human-
* ist Essays published in English when they came out
' as an appendix to her 1958 Marxism and Freedom,
from 1776 until Today. The writing excerpted here
~ can’ be found in its entirety in the Raya

‘ Dunayevskaya Collection, mxcroﬂlm number 4227.

+ . - byRayaDunayevskaya
e Founder of Marmst—Hunmmsm

|ntroduct|on

estahhshed Marxism has proven more than once,

he attempt to sunder Marxism ' by separating its
“gcientific materialism” from its “Hegelian idealism”

does not cleanse its advocates of “Heg’elianism‘,”‘ but, on

-the contrary, leads them directly to the same mire where
~Hegel -ended: glonf cation of the state, the “mediator”

‘. between opposing forces that remain irreconcilable. Be-

cause Marx had foreseen the possibility of just such a de-:
. velopment—and due not merely to personal opportunism

but for the vastly more substantial reason of a fatal flaw
within the given philosophy of freedom—he warned his

- co-revolutionaries: ‘“We should especially avoid re-estab-
: hshmg society as an abstraction, opposed to the individu-
al. The individual is the social -entity.” (p. 295)* This
fstatemeﬁt ir-tho oseay S Private Proparty and Commu-
" nism’ is part of the now-famous Economic-Philosophic

Manuscripts, 1844, - .

The year 1844 was a crucial one both in obJectlve devel-
opments such as the revolt of the Silesian weavers® and
as the point of origin of Marx’s historical materialism.®
Thus, two forces quite distinict-from each other and un-
beknown to each other, working independently in vastly

" different' spheres ~of endeavor which. seemed worlds.

apart, were each . ‘preparing’’ for the revolution that

" would in four years cover the entire continent of Europe.
The coincidence of the spontaneous proletarian out-

bursts and a worked-out theory of liberation fairly rivet-
‘ed the world’s attention on the author of the Communist

- Manifesto, as a revolutionary, as founder of a new world
- view of history; a:new unity of theory and practice that

very nearly ‘r"'xsfc*'med the world.

kEXcept where otherwise noted, I am usxng my own transla--
tion, especially the one of “Critique of the Hegelianr Dialectic,”

23 they appeared as Appendices to. Marxism and Freedom,
Twayne,N Y., 1958, first edition.

2. Here'is how the young Marx hailed this uprlsmg “The wis-
dom of the German poor stands'in -inverse ratio to the wisdom

- of poor Germany... The Silesian uprisings began where the

French and English insurrections ended, thh the conscious-

_ness of the proletariat as:a class”..

3. Marx himself never used the term, both “hlstorxc material-
ism’" and “dialectic materialism” were coined by Engels. Marx

himself preferred the more precise though longér phrases such

as “‘the mode of production in material life” or “material base,”
and “the dialectic method” or simply “revolutionary.” In the
essays under discussion here, he calls his philosophy “human-
ist,” later it was “Communist,” still later “Internationalist,”
and at all times “revolutionary.” Nevertheless, as a shorthand

.term, and because the quintessential distinction always was.~

‘histaric as both movement and change, that is, not permanent.

_* but transitory, we will here use the term historic materialism

to'designate that materialist conceptmn of history whlch was
specifi caHy Marxian..

»’ Trace the todayness of Marx's
Economic and Philosophic
o Manuscripts of 1844

n_ : '
: The real question is not why there was a
historic break with Hegel in the mid-nineteenth
century, when new revolutions covered Europe,
but why, after the break, there has been a -
continuous retum to Hegel by the creator of
historical matenahsm and theorist-of proletarlan

revolution, Marx..

Phllosophy and

Revolution
- From Hegel to Sartre
~and from Marx to Mao
(\Origihal‘ edition 1973 new e;xpanded edition

1989; also available in Spanish, German.
Italian, Russian)

See literature ad on page 7.

- the-Authorof the

Not a trace of Hegelian “language seems to have

‘been left in the new philosophy of revolution. And, in-

deed, as against both Marx’s theory of liberation and the

‘ actual freedom struggles, Hegel’s mere concept of free-
* dom, even where'it reflected a historic drive, was history

as finished, as past events, not.as present, much less as

‘anticipation of the future. Yet it was no accident that

Marx saw the emergence of revolution not only as result
of empiric, that is immediate class struggles, but out of
the logic of class struggles, out of the dialectic of histori-
cal development, for Marx’s vision was rooted in the idea
of a philosophy of history which Hegel had propounded.

 And it was the Hegelian dialectic which he re-created

and which gave his materialist conception of history so

distinet a quality that he could separate himself not only

from “‘idealists”’ but from “materialists,” Feuerbach in-
cluded. Because the dialectic was not, as with Hegel, re-
stricted to thought, but was the dlalectxc of actual histo-
ry, he was enabled also to see as the “subject,” as the
“negativity” that would transform the world—the prole-
tariat—and thh [this subject was] propelled to shape

dxsmtegratmn ‘and resurrectmn of extant Empmclsm
(p 308) -

Having thrown a glarmg light on the development that
w111 result, Marg:moves back to:hammer away at the

. :contradtctwns already existing. Despite; for examiple, its
L phenomenal achievement—*“the dialectjc of negativity as

the moving and creating pnnclple”—-whmh enabled: He-
gel to grasp “the esserice of laborand conceives obJectlve

‘man; true, gctual: man as the result ‘of his ownlabor,”
(p. 309) and despite “‘the positive moment’ —“transcen-

dence as objective movement”—the limitations of ab-

stract thought, the restriction- of knowing only mental

labor, and the fact that “knowing is its sole act™ all lead

- to reducing transcendence to mere appearance. “Thus,
- :after transcending, for example, religion, ‘after the recog-
nition. of religion as a product of self-alienation, he:still -

finds himself confirmed in religion as religion...Man who
has recognized that in law, politics, etc., he is leading an

_ aliehated life, pursues-in this alienated hfe, as such; his
true human life.”” (p. 317) Marx now hammers away at -

the “lie of his prmclple Thus reason is at home in

Marx S transcendence of and
- return to, Hegel’s dlalectlc

the future instead of merely. “contemplatmg” the pastor

present
* There is no doubt as to its ongmahty or world-shakmg

szgmficanoe But it would net have come to be without
- Hegal. Nor could he have fought Hegel’s idealism with-

out Hegel’s dialectic. But it-was not out of mere indebt-
edness to Hegel that Marx presented his view, not as
mere opposition of materialism to idealism, but as their
“unity.” Rather it was the positive in his revolutionary

-vision that led him to write, in his “Critique of the Hege-

lian Dialectic,” that “thorough-going Naturalism, or Hu-

manism, d.lstmqulshes itself both from Idealism and Ma- :

terialism,; and is, at the same time, the truth uniting
both... Only Naturalism is capable of graspmg theact of
world history.”

The 1840s: From a Crltlc of Hegel to

splintered between conservative Old Hegehans and radi-
cal Young Hegelians, but—and this is what is truly deci-
‘give—it was being undermined by the new objective situ-

ation that was bringing onto the historic stage-a prole-

tariat more mature than Hegel had ever confronted.

Marx’s debt to Hegel, however, began not so much on- -

the day he became a Young Hegelian in college but, on
the confrary, on the day he broke with the whole of

bourgeois society, Young Hegelians included, and began -
settling scores” with - his “philosophic conscience.” It

turned out to be “A Critique -of Hegel’s Philosophy of

.Right” and, -as all the other works of that peri-
. od-1844-1847—th1s turned out to be a critique also of

Hegel’s critics.
He no sooner stated that “man makes religion, reli-
gion does not make man,”* than he moved away from

atheism, as such, as well as from philosophical material- -

ism (Feuerbach) and all existing tendencies, to throw out

- "a Promethean challenge: “The immediate task of philos-

ophy, which is in the service of history, is to unmask hu-

man gelf-alienation in its secular form now that it has ~

been unmasked in its sacred form...It is' with good rea-
son that the practical political party in Germany de-
mands the negation of philosophy.” Its error lies in
thinking “that it can achieve this negation by turning its:

back on philosophy, looking elsewhere, murmuring a few
trite -and ill-humored phrases...you cannot abolish phi- .

losophy without realizing it.”® Just how thorough he

~ himself was can be seen clearest as he grappled with He-
_gel’s Phenomenology of Mind and Encyclopedia in lus

next essay, *‘Critique of the Hegehan Dialectic.”

" This essay is a work of such ° serxousness, suffering,
patience and labor of the negative,” to use a Hegelian
phrase, that, though the reader too “suffers” (since he

or she is presented, not with ready-made conclusions,

but with the act of creativity itself), he finds that he has
been made witness to the origination of the Marxian dia-

“lectic, historic materialism.

Once Marx reaches Hegel's Phenomenology, he states
its simple facts—“Hegel regards human essence, Man, as

. equal to self-consciousness. All alienation of human es- -

sence is, therefore, no more than alienation of self-con-

. sclousness” —but [also] elicits the contradiction within

fitl: “The actual alienation, which appears as real, is...
nothing but the appearance of the alienation of actual

human essence...” {(p. 311) No wonder that what was -
~ “regarded as the essence of alienation, which is posed

and to be transcended, is not the fact that human es-
sence materializes itself in an inhuman manner in oppo-
sition to itself, but the fact that it materializes itself
from and in opposition to, abstract thinking.” (p. 309}
Now that Marx has shown the inadequacy of Hegel’s

strongest point, his theory of alienation, he brings about
-a confrontation between the great merit of Hegelian phi-
losophy—“its thoroughly negative and critical charac-
ter”’—and the fatal flaw inherent in a phllosophy which
appropriates objects only as thought and movements of
thought, for “hidden in embryo (is) the latent potentiali-

ty and secret of uncritical positivism and equally uncriti-

cal idealism [of the later Hegelian workslmphhosop}uc

4. KarlMarx Early Writings, trans. T.B. Bottomorep 43,
5. Ibid., pp. 44, 50.

mmunist Manifesto
Wxthm little more than a-decade since Hegel's death, -
in 1831, Hegelianism, as a philosophy, was not only :

unreason as unreason.”’ - -
~In effect, what Marx is now saymg is-that the total di-
chotomy between  the - philosophic ~ world where

alienations were ‘‘transcended” and the actual world -
where they are as b1g as life is proof enough that the-
philotophic world is bereft of practice, that existence

didn't enter the world of essence, and Hegel’s Absclute;
far from achieving a unity of thought ‘and reality, only
compelled accommodation to reality. And the Other of

that world: of beautiful Reason, abstract rationalism, is . -
total irrationality of the true, existing world. The manu-
scnpt breaks off before Marx has carried through the’
promise that “We will see later why Hegel separates
thinking from the subject.” (p. 323) But, in the process.
~of his struggle with Hegel’s concepts on Hegel’s ground,

he has pointed to how different the problems would be
when “actual corporeal Man, standing on firm and well

i rounded earth inhaling and exhaling all natural forces” - -
% and the-philosophy, Humanism:that-
has Man at its center would be ‘“‘capable of graspmg the

act of world history.”
This, however, is not the culminating pomt of the es-

“say, which is the last of the 1844 manuscripts that had .
dealt with alienated labor, private property; capital, com--

‘munism. In these he not only criticized natural scientists

whose “abistract materialism’ blinds: them' to ‘the fact
- that “To have one basis for life and-another for sciénce
~-is a priori a le,” (p. 300) but he also took issue with poli-

tical economy which begins with labor:as the source of

" all value but proceeds to attribute nothing to laboxj ‘and

-everything'to. pnvate property. Marx holds that: .
“Private iproperty has made us so stupid and one-
sided that any kind of object is ours énly when we
‘have it, i.e., when it exists for us as capital, or when
we possess xt directly—eat it, drink it, wear it, live in

_it, etc.—in short use it... In place of all the physxcal‘
and spmtual senses, there is the sense of possession,
which is the ‘simple alienation of all these senses...

- seeing, hearmg, smell, taste, feeling, thought, per-

ception, experience, wishing, activity, loving... To
such absolute poverty. has human essence had to be -

- reduced in order to give birth to its inner wealth?” =~
(pp. 296-297) . .

He naturally levels his attack agamst the capltahst “or
whatever one calls the lord of labor’” and has already in-
troduced a totally new concept, as his theory of alien-
ation, though based on- Hegel’s, moves to the solid
ground of production and alienated labor as the center of
its development. This new term which -we will see in its

most mature form in his greatest theoretical work,"

Capital, is ‘reification,’” transformation of man into a

thing, which the capitalist process of production does to
the laborer. But an ambiguity was apparent when he

stated that “‘communism, as such, is not the goal of hu-
man development; the form of human society””

tion of the riddle of history and knows itself as this solu-
tion.”

Suddenly, in the midst of the essay on Hegel, precxsely
at the moment when Marx (in opposition to Feuerbach’s

cntmsm of the “‘negation of the negation”) stresses the-

posxtive moments  of the ' Hegelian- dialec-
tic”’—*“‘transcendence as objective- movement’’-—he: re-

turns to the guestion of communism. He wrote that ~
“communism is humanism mediated by the transcen--

dence of private property. Only by the transcendence of

this medintion, which is nevertheless a necessary pre- -
supposxtlon, does there arise posxtive Humamsm, begm- '

ning from itself.” (p. 319-20)

The very 1dea of taking up the/bxrth of “pesitive Hu-
manism” as the result of the second negation after

* communism, in a defense of Hegel against Feuerbach

who at the beginning of the essay was credited with
nothing short of having “transcended the old philoso-
phy,” is truly phenomenal. Here is Marx, who had al-
ready broken with the Young Hegelians and who was so
sharply antagonistic to Hegel’s abstractions which cover

. up loopholes in his theory of alienation. Marx holds that
Hegel reduces transcendence to accommeodation with the

irrational world;:he calls the key concept of Otherness, of
absorbing objectivity, nothing short of the ‘“lie' of his

principle.” Here Marx finally stood Hegel “right side -

(Continned on page 11)

-gince
Marx also gave communism high praise: “It is the solu--
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Western Europe crisis: economic, pohtlcal mtellectual

-~ time, abstract forms of radical thought such as Adortio’s

{Continued from page 1)

The draconian anh-mmgrant laws passed by the cur-
rent rightist government remain in effect as France ex-
_ periences jitters over the prospect of tens of thousands of
“boat people’” arriving on its shores if, as many have
.. predicted, its former colony Algeria were to fall to Is-
lamic fundamentalists. Already in a celebrated case in
July, 22-year-old Nadia Elkebir confronted the French:

~ government with a request for political asylum. Having

- fled Algeria in 1992 after her life was threatened by fun-.

" damentalists because of her secular lifestyle and in order
to -escape a forced marriage to a man old enough to be
" her father, she stated that in Algeria today: “For the
men of the Islamic Salvation Front, 2 woman is a mov-
able vagma. I want to let them know that a woman can

think and is not there to make the bread every day and a

. child every year” (Le Monde, 7/3-4/94). In grudgingly
granting her asylum request, the court was careful to
deny clmms by her lawyers that Algerian women as a
whole are a ““persecuted group

Intellectuals have contmued then' human rights cam- -

paigns with respect to Bosnia and Rwanda. The 900-

strong meeting in Paris in July at the Odeon Theater
was called by the journal La Regle du jeu, a voice of

“new philosophers” such as Bernard-Henry Levi .and
Andre Glucksmann, to follow up an earlier attempt to
form a “Sarajevo Slate” in the June Europarliament

- elections;

The declaration adopted at the July meeting pointed
not only to Bosnia, but also to Rwanda and Algeria as
» places where new forms of totalitarianism were already

in place. It castigated the French government for its -

complicity with the genocidal Rwandan regime and took

a strong pro-Bosnia stance as well. The “Appel de

POdeon” also stated: “The century which is ending was

that Of totalitarianism. The diseppearance of Na- .

zism...then that of Commumsm .allowed ‘us to believe

- for a moment that the spirit 61‘ democracy had tri-
‘umphed deﬁmtwely The truth is that a new national-

ism, grounded in ethnicity, has rushed in to fill the emp-
ty space....Faced with this return to barbarism, the re-

. gponse of democratic governments has revealed itself to

be a failure marned to a capltulatlon" (Le Monde,

- 7/14/94),
"Despite their general empmcal accuracy, such formu- -
~lat10ns do not—and in fact refuse to—discuss any funda-

mental type of alternative to the corrupt racist, oppres-
sive so-called “democracy” found in France and Western
Europe today. This is in no small part because several of
the signers of the declaration, the former “new philoso-
phers” of the 1970s, are among France’s most virulent
critics of socialism and especially of any form of Marx-

ism, all the while continuing to consider themselves on

" the Left. They refuse to recognize that it is the form of

democracy under oapltahsm whlch is a major part of the
problem. -

In his recent book, Les Spectres de Marx, the famous
French philosopher Jacques Derrida has savagely at-
tacked “the dominant discourse” today wherein “Marx
is dead, communism is dead, and a good thing; with its
hopes, its discourse, its theories and its pos:tlons-long
Hve capitalism, long live the market, economic and politi-
cal. liberalism live again.” Derfida has called for a

rereading of Marx, calling Marx perhaps the most rele- :

vant philosopher to help us come to grips with today’s
crises. Yet despite Derrida’s fame, the book has not
made a very large impact so far in France.-

" In Germany, where at least in the West, Marxism was
never tied as closely to Communism as in France, the -

lingering influence of radical philosophers such as those
of the Frankfurt School means that Marxist and dialecti-
cal thought continues at least in some form At the same

- Eyewitness report: hope and horror in Argentma

. Hope and horror converged dunng our stay in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. Within-a tense environment, on July
18, a car bomb exploded in a busy part of the city reduc-
ing to ruins a building that housed the social welfare and
political organizations of Argentina’s 300,000 Jews (the
biggest Jewish community-in Latin America) and:the
surrounding buildings. At least 38 people died, more
than 200 were injured and many are still missing, mak-
ing this the worst terrorist attack against a civilian pop-
ulation since World War 11, after the neo-fascist bomb
attack in the Bologna, Italy train station in 1980.

The responsibility for this racist, cowardly, irrational
act—two years after a similar bomb exploded in the Is-
raeli Embassy here killing 30 people—was assumed by

the southern Lebanon-based Islamic group Ansad Allah,.

Partisans of God (a split of Hizbullah). There is an enor-
mous posgibility that a local rightist group gave support
to it. Immediately after the attack Argentinian president
Carlos Menem took advantage of the situation in order
to creatz a-Supersecretary of Security (SS), which cen-
tralized the domestic security, as well as to push the
death penalty to be included in the country’s new consti-
. tution. Not even in Stalin’s Russia was there a concen-
_ tration of power of this nature.

‘Three days after the brutal massacre, 200,000 people

- gathered in front of the Congress to claim justice and to
protest the inaction on the part of the government to
golve this crime.

One week before our arrival, ‘'on July 6, 50,000
workers from all over the country marched sponta-
neously into the historical Plaza de Mayo, in the Ar-
gentinian capital, to repudiate the economic policies
' of the current government as well as to protest the

. corruption of the political structure. (In the Buenos

" Alres City Council, eight kilos of cocaine were being -

sold weekly among the council members,) Some of
the workers' columns marched about 1,850 miles—a
distance equivalent to the one between Paris, France
and Tripoli, Libya. -
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The Federal March, as it was called, was spontaneous.
and organized, but, of course, its meaning, if it is not .

taken in its totahty, ean run the risk of being taken over
by a false opposition built on the hopes and struggles of
‘the working class and the poor.

The government is refusing to address the economic,
political and social problems affecting workers, despite
recent social explosions in the northwest of the country
and in the extreme south—Patagonia. Menem’s govern-
ment is ignoring the claims of the poor. The inhuman
economic policies create a “‘stability” (with the lowest in-
flation rates recorded in the last decades) that is main-
tained at the cost of both a shocking recession and an

economic polarization between the major cities and the

‘countryside. In the northexrn province of Formosa, 93%
'of the population has its basic needs unsatisfied while in
Buenos:Aires, the capital, the percentage averages 5%.

-" At the same time, the government is mounting an of-

“fensive against women. The ruling party, the powerful
and conservative Argentinian Catholic Church, and im-

portant sectors of the ‘“‘opposition” want to incluyde a

‘clause in the National Constitution, which is currently
‘being reformed, in which abortion is not only penalized,
like it always was, but also its penalization would be ex-
tended to ceses of rape and even to cases of danger to the

= mother's health, -~

All these reactionaries that promote a crnsade against
abortion in the name of the “right to life” are the same
ones that closed their eyes, ears and mouths during the
so-called  “dirty war” -in which 30,000 people disap-

“peared. President Menem was also the one that par-

doned the eriminal military officers that planned the
genocide in the name of the Western and Christian “civ-
flizatlon.” His government allocates only 2.5% of the
gross domestic product to health (less than in Haiti, Mo-
zambique, Bolivia and Pakistan) )

President Menem sent troops to the Persian Gulf War
and is preparmg others to send to Haiti in case of another
U.S. invasion, He wants to be part of the so-called first
world; however, the reality is that Argentina became anoth-
er piece for the game being played by the powerful capitalist
countries.

—Marina Azurduy and Carlos Varela

dead end of a “negative dialectics” or the Kantian liber-
alism of Habermas’ “theory of communicative action”
do not offer concrete perspectives to activists seeking to
combat racism, sexism or classism. This may be related
to the failure of most German Left intellectuals even to
debate the Bosnia issue, let alone to take a pro-Bosnia
position. (See my interview article, “German Student

" Activists Support Multiethnic Bosnia,” N&L, 7/94.)

GERMANY: CRISIS IN THOUGHT, ACTIVITY -
Nonetheless, the continued presence of dialectical

.- thought in Germany offers at least the possibility of con-

ceptualizing radically different human relations than
those of the given society. New editions of Marx, espe- -
cially the comprehensive Marx-Engels Gesamtansgabe
(MEGA), continue to appear in German, and one can
also find readily in bookstores works by Benjamin,
Fromm, Adorno, Bloch, Lukacs, Horkheimer and
Marcuse, albeit not so prominently as before. This is also
seen in the decision of a leftist German publisher to
bring out a German edition of Raya Dunayevskaya’s
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx's Phi-

losophy of Revolution.

Today, even the Habermasites have begun to lose
some of their faith in bourgeois democracy as the large

" anti-racist movement has been unable to stem the tide of

violence, The latest major outrage occurred May 12 in
Magdeburg, a small, economically depressed city in the
former East Germany, where unemployment is officially
over 20%. On Ascension Day, a state holiday, a gang of

‘up to 150 drunken fascists and skinheads beat up five

African asylum seekers and then chased them through
the streets of the center of town in broad daylight. In a
country where police regularly issue tickets for stepping
off the curb when the light is red, no police were to be
found. Nor did any white German citizens intervene. Fi- .
nally, the Africans found refuge in a Turkish-owned
cafe. There, the fascists got-some of their own medlcme, ‘
as up to four of them were stabbed by Turkish immi-
grants who intervened on the side of the Africans.

Police later arrested 50 rightists, as fascist gangs con-
tinued to roam the streets beating up non-Europeans,
but soon released all of them for “lack of evidence.”
When anti-racists marched the next day, police suddenly
appeared in force to “prevent violence.” This time they
also brought their video cameras, something they conve-
niently forgot to bring when the fascists were on the

- rampage

Ten woeks later, as three of the perpetrators were fi-

| nally sentenced, Judge Evelyn Majstrak stated: *“There

reigned on that day not an anti-foreigner sentiment, that
would be too mild a characterization. There reigned a
warlike situation. Foreigners are in mortal terror.” How,
she asked, can foreigners receive “so little tolerance” in.
Magdeburg? (Die Welt, 7/23-24/94) Yet even in this
seemingly forceful denunciation of racism, the word
“foreigners [Auslandern]” stands out. Why could the
judge not bring herself to use the term favored by
multiculturalist ‘activists—not “forelgners” but “xmmx-

grants” [Einwandern]?

Itis unportant however, not to view a city like Magde-

burg as uniformly racist and conservative. In the state of

Saxony-Anhalt, of which Magdeburg is the capital, June
26 elections swept to power Germany’s most leftist gov-
ernment, 8 minority Social Democrat-Green Party coali-
tion which can govern only with the tacit support of the
Party for Democratic Socialism (PDS), the former Com-

_-munists, The Greens and the PDS each take very strong

anti-racist stands and together won nearly 80% of the
vote. Rightist Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who was silent -
about the Magdeburg riots, suddenly began mentioning
.Magdeburg in his speeches in order to attack the Social -
Democrats for forging a link with the PDS.

Kohl, whose tacitly racist and overtly antl-xmmlgrant
pohcxes have gained him so much support, is now fa-
vored to win another term in elections this fall despite ..
the terrible economic crisis. What is in store for labor if
he wine is seen in the struggle at the post office. In June

“and July, thousands of postal workers staged strikes to

protest Kohl’s plans to divide up and privatize the Ger-
man postal service, which combines mail and telephone
services with a state bank. The 670,000 workers will face

. wage and benefit cuts plus layoffs if the new plan goes

through. In a conversation two young women postal

~ workers from Cologne expressed outrage not only over

Kohl’s privatization plan, but also over the retrogressin

" in politics and in living standards since unification in .

1990, which they said had come too quickly. “We are

- shocked by the racist, anti-immigrant atmosphere in
. ‘Germany today and scared for the future of our coun-

try,” they added.
All over Western Europe today, there is a sense that
the future is ominous, that reactionary and retrogressive
forces are gathermg strength. This feeling was deepened
after last spring’s Italian elections brought a fascist par-
ty into the government for the first time anywhere in

~Europe gince World War II. On the Left, there is both a

loss of confidence and incredible confusxon over how to

- respond to the developments since the fall of Commu-

nism. Yet just below the. surface—among youth and
workers, among Third World immigrants and women,
among leshian and gay activists and intellectuals—is a

o yearmng for a non-racist, non-sexist, non-classist socie-

ty, in other words, a human not a capﬂ:ahst society.

Do you have a story to tell?
Write for News & Letters
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OBJECTIVITY OF PHILOSOPHY IN TODAY’S REALITY

It's necessary to focus on the dual na-

‘ture of reality. In South Africa a new na- -

tion is born with the essence of the old
within it. In Palestine a similar develop-

‘ment takes place. But the old holds on

with a new face, labormg to railroad the
people’s struggles. Those at the bottom

_who voice their discontent with the sys-

tem are ﬁndmg few traditional allies.
Their own voices are all they have, using
it in unique and creative ways, but with-

“out a comprehension of the philosophical

roots of their rebellion and ideas. Theo-
rists like Dunayevskaya play significant
roles here. What is lacking is mass

- knowledge of her work and the strength

it can bring to those engaged in lower
and deeper work. That is what I see your
call to “take organizational responsibili-

Ay.for Marxist-Humanism” seeks to pro-
ject forward. R )

D.A.

: North Carolina
* * * -

In the Draft for Perspectives in July

N&L, the revolutionary organization of

- Marxist-Humanists is contrasted with

the ‘failure of post-Marx Marxists to
“specify the objective role that a group
of workers and intellectuals who are rev-

" olutionary theoreticians can  play in

‘helping to transform reality.” Should
“workers and intellectuals” have béen

" written “workers-and-intellectuals”’ " to

emphasize that we mean workers are

" also ‘theoreticians? - Another question:

: ophy? e

When we work orgamzatmnally, wheth-
er we are participating in the freedom
struggle, writing for the paper, working

-with the paper or developing theory, we

are also practicing philosophy. Did the
thesis make that perfectly clear? Or

‘would some think that only the intellec-

tual writing-an essay is practxcmg philos-

TS Van Gclder

. Detroit
* % %

Gene Ford was writing about impor-

--tant philosophic concepts in his Lead in
the June N&L on the “Spirit of revolt -
“beneath today’s Black, Latino and labor

reality,” but it was mostly about reali-
ty—thereality of what it is to be a work-

““er'and Black and be living today. The pa-

per needs more articles like that, that re-

: late theory and reality.
- Teenage revolutionary .
r_ : " - San Francisco
R # *

South ‘Af’rica,’ the country with the

. most dynamic revolutionary potential on

the entire continent, must now face the
raw fact that the struggle for freedom
cannot.-be just a change of guards. It is

- perhaps the only country in the world

where Stalinism is growing. It is not
only in South Africa that the liberation
struggle is facing a new stage. Nor is it

- ‘even only a question of the genoclde in

Liberia or Rwanda.
“Consider the rarely discussed struggle

- of the Black people in Mauritania. In

Mali the Arab-Berbers are at war with

. the state to get the country divided into

two so they can rule themselves, and in

Algeria the Muslim fundamentalists are
- ‘nearer to power than anywhere on the

continent. There is very little chance for
Tanzania to escape being divided in two

by, the fundamentahsts And I can’t re-
member how many times the so-called
Marxists in  Guinea-Bissau ' have
-cancelled general elections after involv-
ing the people in more than 14 years of
struggle

Some’ of the people I know are now
part of the government in Senegal. They
are Stalinist at heart and evidently need-
ed to save their souls in this trying time.
But they are disgraced by the day to day
political struggle of the people’of Sen-
egal.ﬂ A .
o Ba-Karang

West Africa

L L

You’re right. The rulers need to prove
their power to the world, and at the
same time are constrained by economic
weakness at home. But whether they ar-
gue for or again’st intervention in situa-
tions like those in Bosnia and Rwanda;
the message is still that the masses are
powerless to do anything. Everything is
supposedly in the hands of the rulers
and/or evil, immutable ‘“human nature.”
‘So ‘they hide the causes of genocide by
reducing them to old ethnic or religious
rivalries. Which is why your call for
grassroots aid initiatives combined with
dialogue on ideas of freedom is so impor-
tant
Computer analyst
: : Chicago
* * *

One thing I found striking in reading

E Jacques Derrida’s new book Les Spec-

tres de Marx is that he is ‘worried that
the talk about the “death of Marxism” is

- . an effort to make “actually existing capi-

talism’ more palatable, He writes, “In
rereading the Communist Manifesto and
several other important works of Marx, I
told myself that I know few texts in the
philosophic tradition, perhaps no other,
‘whose mesgsage ‘appears to be more -ur-
gent today...It would always be an error

not to read and reread Marx.”
' Sociologist
- Indiana

%*® *® %

The Marxist-Humanist Draft Perspec-
tives provides a very thought-provoking
challenge and alternative understanding
of our world crises showing that the si-
multaneous ' globalization and fragmen-
tation of societieshas a philosophic un-
derpinning rooted in retrogressmn, and
has a logic of its own. It is not a s1mple
recombining of cultures.

I especially appreciated the connection
made between China and the U.S.
South: that these two distant cultures
not only share features of authoritarian
traditions and cheap labor, but most cru-
cially they share the objectivity of the
quest for the idea of freedom which
comes from within and provides a way
out of these contradictions. Today it is
crucial for activists everywhere to have a
philosophic perspective which guides
them away from the pitfalls of sentimen-
talizing the past or ignoring the objectiv-
ity of today’s realities. _
’ . Chinese American

Oakland
. *® % % .
- What the July 1994 issue brought
home for me was that you never take
anything for granted in the struggle for

" dollars dn hour. There are no benefits,

‘Here is Jean-Bertrand Aristide
“speaking for himself” at Stanford
University:

There is a current in phllosophy
that pushes for the human will to be

ic analysis. The German philosopher

philosophical methodology, to exam-
ine events without pre-conception so
as to discover the consonant stric-
ture of the consciousness....We should
follow this objective line of thinking
-as we analyze the strategy to restore
- democracy to Haiti. We must be ra-
tional. We cannot say that red is blue
because of the guns or the economic
- interests and lies that motivate the

to demonstrate with the pen, through
is red. We must reject irrational con-
_clusions. This is not often easy. Those
with the gun, the enemies of truth,

- jon. But those of us who use the pen,

'ARISTIDE: PHENOMENOLOGY AND ‘REAL POLITIC’

" rational, logical and based in scientif-

‘the policy to restore democracy to

Hegel adopted Phenomenology as the =
Haiti, We have to respect their will.

strategy of the gun. Our challenge is -

our strategy of non-violence, that red

have money to influence public opin-.

dialogue and peaceful = democratic

change as weapons have always had
to search for solutions. In our search -
we must move to where the people of
Haiti led us to search for this solu-
tion. It 1is  those with no
pens—because we have 85% illitera-
cy—who are the pringipal actors in

Respecting their will we can hear
their message. And the message is for
the world. Because it is a message
rooted in democratic principles, urg-
ing politicians ‘and policy makers to
design policies based upon democratic
principles and not economic interests.
This is the real politic in Haiti. And
this can be the resl politic in the new
world order. As we pursue the policy
of the pen as our strategy to restore
democrd@y to Haiti we must be true
to the meaning of democracy. Democ-
racy is the rule of the people, either
directly or through their elected - offi-
cials. Since when can a small minor-
ity dictate to the majority? We. wel-

come a dialogue....

i Réaersﬁ?,gVieWgs

freedom. -In  *1964-the Summer that -
: Never ,'Ended"fand““Stonewall 25” and
" in the critique of the ‘“‘Swedish farce,”
- .the actual struggle for freedom both in
reason and reality over a long period of

-time is what captures the dJalectxc as a

_ defining moment. o
The people that got off the freedom
train 25 and 30 years ago have missed -

the dialectical development. of the last

decades and can never get that back.

You're not at the home station until
there is a revolution in permanence, ref- -

ormation am’t even close.

Jerry
. Chicago
* k¥

Sometimes when I think of the world

situation, and try to process everything

that’s going on—I fee] almost over-
whelmed by it. I think about the 1992

L.A. Rebellion, and how ncthing seems
to have changed. But then I realize that -
we can’t set an artificial time limit, as if
revolution is like the production of a

commodity.
New reader
Los Angeles
NEW JAPANESE TRANSLATION

We are undertaking a translation of
The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-

Capitalism for Japan, where there are so
many kinds of state-capitalist theories

now it is like mushrooms after rain. All"
. want to win the dispute so they can

magnify their party. We are hoping to

spread - knowledge - of Dunayevskaya’s"

theory to get to the truth.

WORKERS
SPEAKING
ouT

I work in the garment dlstnct of Man-
hattan. I haven’t been paid in two weeks
because the boss says he doesn’t have |

the money. We are always being laid off .-
when there is no work. Most of us make .
the minimum wage; those who n‘on‘ i

make a little more, Wages are five to six

no insurance. But it is better than

-Queens, where they pay less than the

minimum wage. S
Latino garment worker
New York City

*

Workers here need to export some
help for Mexican workers to organize -

and get a chance at a better life. If we

don’t we'll wind up at their wages and

conditions. We have to unite, especially

on what they are trying to take. away

from us.

Black worker
Decatur, 11l

*® * *

GM and the UAW have really screwed
their workers. Every year for the two or
more weeks of model changeover we
have received unemployment and sub-

" pay. The new contract this year makes

changeover mandatory vacation time, in-

stead. We pay our unions to represent'us °

but they have become another capitalist -
buy-out. We need to take back our con-
trol. Why do we let someone else speak
for us? If we could stand together like
the people in the Paris Commune we
would put capitalism under! - ‘
Lynn
: Oklahoma
* * *

BART (rapid transit) workers dumb-

founded the media and their union lead- -

ers. by rejecting their ‘contract. offer.

When I heard that one of the things

they’re demanding is fewer managers, it
made me think about what is goingon at .
Kaiser, the HMO where I work. They

announced that all 3,200 managers have -

to reapply for their positions. A typical
reaction was that there are too-many
managers anyway. Their presence is part
of the lack of respect for workers who
are concerned with giving patients quali-
ty care. Respect has to do with what

ideas are deemed worthy. The middle

managers whose jobs are now in jeopar-
dy mouth the rhetoric of valuing géach

individual’s ideas, but everything that

Intellectual
 Hiroshima, Japan

: pay for my sub.

ends up in the blueprint for restructur-

ing comes 100% from the top. They.re-

spect us-so much, they respect us right

out the door

Htun Lin

. Oakland
. IR SR

- EFFECTIVE BORDER PATROL

- September will mark one year of “Op-

eration Hold the Line,” ‘an intensifica-

tion of U.S. Border Patrol efforts to shut

off immigration of Mexican unemployed
between Juarez. and El Paso. The U.S.
House Appropnatmns Committee favors
‘expansion of the program, evaluatmg re-
‘sults thus far ag “extremely effective.”

It is, in- fact, .so extremely effective
that the U.S.-Commission on Immigra-
tion Reform has financed a University of
Texas study into the obstruction to, in-
ternational commerce that is being im-

posed. - Border :enforcement . congests

traffic, inhibiting cargo transport opened
by NAFTA. It has also rendered impossi-

ble the consolidation of Juarez end El '

Paso alrports

“There is clearly some. 1rony, senses

. a writer for The Economist, “in trying.to -

glow down human traffic. while simulta-

:neously. attempting tg exgand commer-

clal actmty »

Tesla Coxl‘
Normal, II.

&
- -FARE-JACKING
The Metropolitan Transportatxon Au-

thority Board here in L.A. just jacked

the fares from $1.10 to $1.85, eliminated
monthly Passes, and increased passes for’

students, seniors and disabled. The cost -
for the Blue Line train from Long Beach

to L.A. more than doubled. The bureau-
cratic lice who feed off the sweat of the
wiorkers had four armed MTA cops in

- firont of the rostrum during the meeting
on this at City Hall. They acted as if
they expected the audience to turn vio-’

lent and then made everyone angrier by
rudely chatting with each other all dur-

- ihg'the testimonies. It’s one more exam-
 ple of why we have to tal& control of our
~own lives.

Retired auto worker
Wluttier, Cal.

I've been passing around my copies of’

N&L and a few of the guys here are en-
B thus1astlc Even one I.always felt had a

“capitalist” mentality said he was im-
pressed with the writing in N&L. While I
cannot call myself “Marxist” I find your
ideas stimulating, I am not against
Marxism, Just haven’t ‘decided what I
fully believe in. I do support many of the
ideas and attitudes that come through in
N&L. I'm sending some stamps to help

Prisoner

, L Michigan
* %k

There is nothing in rural Georgxa that

provides me with the kind of informa-

tion T get from N&L. Another great

: thing about N&L is that the subscription

price is so LOW! Thanks for a great pa-

 per. Ileave all my copxes at'a Youth Cen-
o ter here to help each issue go further.

Teacher

*® Lk %

At the National Federation of the

Blind National Convention in Detroit
this year, I found a steady interest in
News & Letters and Freedom Ideas In-
ternational (FII) on tape. I was not alone

in my outrage that the National Library

Service (NLS) refuses to carry either
News & Letters or most of the numer-
-ous socialist and international Left peri-
‘odicals represented in FII on tape or in
Braille. Another person said “Cool!”

" when I told him that we do cover the gay

and lesbian movements.
Good friend of N&L

Michigan

Georgxa‘ ,
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LIVING ARCHIVES: RESONATING WITH TODAY

There was 2 real resonance between -

. Dunayevska}yas 50-year-01d review of

vvvvv

‘American Dilemma and: the

rest of the dJuly issue especially the arti-

" " cles on Black labor in the South today

. whxch show that you have to keép work-

inig out a new relationship of' class and -

_race and that one does not predonu-

. ngbe” over the other. It was eye-opening

“to read the review in the context of
News and Letters Committees Perspec-
tives draft which discussed a ‘“hew sense

of ob3ect1v1ty” in termis' of “economic

changes in .the South, .as. well as the
Black-Red column on the NAACP con-
vention which was a microcosm of Black
“tendencies whose concept of Black
‘'masses is that they need to be controlled

- 80 there will be no more L.A. Rebellions.

Librarian
ol Detroit

1" read the Archlves column in: the
“-Jine N&L—DPunayevskaya’s critique’ of
Mao on the ground of Hegel's Phenom-

énology—right after attending a very se-

Yious  discussion ‘on - questions - facing
‘Franian revolutionaries today. The open-
-~ ing talk was by an Iranian feminist, and
tatich of the discussion revolved around
- quiestions of “leadership,”” and the rela-
tmnshlp the masses have to religion.
: Femlmsts are batthng Islamic funda-
‘mentalists in’ many countries, but the
traditional Left has focused on “materi-
" alism” versug what Hegel called “spiri-
-tual life,” by which he meant the self-de-
f‘Velopment of the Idea of Freedom. That
‘narrowness from the Left contributed to
the Iranian Revolution turning into its
opposite, and cannot help the revolution-
ary forces inside Iran today who are try-

ing to break through the regime’s stran-

glehold. Dunayevskaya shows in her ar-
.ticle. that without the needed break-

- through in the field of ideas—even if you

area revolutlonary, you will retrogress.
Ced I Cyrus Noveen
Lo L . .. Los Angeles

% *'*

In the May “From the Marxist-Hu-

manist Archives’’ column which you
- called ““The dialectics of 1abor and the la-
bor of dialectics,” it is striking how
Dunayevskaya puts revolt at the center
of capltahst development even of tech-

[ Marxist-Humanist Literature Cataiogue

Vnologlcal development.. Then. the main
enemy ‘ends up bemg not'the reformists

* but the inipatienée to get immediatély to
the absolute, which turns you away from
the revolt that “shows an entirely new

mode of life.” Any “form”- separated
from that, she seems to be saying, ends

up being appropnated by capitalism and

‘tumed against the workers
_ FB.
o e Chicago
N § X T ol * LrLz
The - view'  presented by .

Dunayevskaya (May N&L) that organiz-

"ing unions was a comproxmse on the -
part of the workers is something that

has been lost today. Unions reflect(ed) a

~ stage of capitalist production, and mean

that we agree to the capitalists stealing
from us, So how can we go beyond what

~capitalist society represents, and make a-

break from capitalist production within
workers’ organizations? Dunayevskaya

develops Marx’s concept of the dual

character of labor as a plague that ‘af-
focts workers themselves. It is a fetish
that ‘makes a worker half a thing and
half a human being. We need to make a
total break with that view of ourselves,
if we are going to get to controlling
productmn and running society.

Gene Ford
Los Angeles
HEALTH CARE IN CRISIS

My sister was recently laid off when
the hospital supplies plant where she
had worked for 25 years closed down. As

part of her retirement plan, she has to

pay for her own health insurance. She
paid into that plan for 25 years and nev-
er used. it; but recently she became ill

and was in intense pain. When she went -

to the hospital for help—they treated
her like a dog! They made her wait four
hours before they gave her. a shot to re-
lieve her pain. There was no ‘compas-
sion—nothing! I couldn’t .stand it; I
started to make a scene. And people say
there’s not a health care crisis in thls
country!
Chicana worker
Pomona, Cal..

SELECTED PUBLlCATlONS FROM NEws

Raya,;

‘Because I have health insurance I stxll

- have my right leg. Blue Cross and Blue
" Shield say the surgery I had is “investi-
gatio
" lost -my leg-to midcalf. I keep thinking
about .what happens to_people without
_insurance. Shouldn’t every person be en-
titled to the same treatment I received?
The rich don’t -have to worry but work-
ing class people only make enough to
_survive. Our whole lives revalve arcund
money. because capxtahsm is.always look-

. ing for ways to.get more from the source
-of all its wealth, .
‘ Working woman
Oklahoma

Somerwlle Mills

1 ) * %
Management - at

- treats health and safety issues just like

the police in Los Angeles. The L.A. po-
lice let O.J. Simpson beat his wife for all
these years, and now suddenly they act
like they think it’s a homble thing that
she was killed. =

e Black woman garment worker

Tennessee

ISSUES FOR
- WOMEN’S

‘Nicole Simpson’s story has not been
forgotten as a media event but it has
been forgotten as the story of a woman’s

' '1life.; Bynowthemurderhasbeenlargely re-
" “duced to the strategies and tactics of one
~crack legal team versus another. Every-

thing .is- deconstructed, reduced to bits
and pieces of evidence. What is forgotten
in all the National Enquirer sales, O.d.
. collectors cards, comic books, 800 num-

bers and 900 numbers for the 0.J. joke-
" of-the-day is the death of an abused

woman., And now the question of race

- -has entered into the fray because of the
©perversity of the system we live under,

Questions of race and sex and class are
all factors naturally intertwined because
“they exist in real life and make up each
of us. The problem develops when they
are twisted around by the type of social
-gystem we live under.
o Erica Rae

Illinois

» but without it I would have’

'LIBERATION

[“TDos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya......

Despite . ‘the 1992 reinstatement of
Abortion Services at Cook County Hos-
pital in Chicago, -thousands of women

. gtill rely upon financial support. from

non-govemmental ‘organizations.  This - -

“unmet neeq is caused by the low number
of first trimester abortions performed
weekly at Cook County Hospital (about
'30), leaving a massive numbet of low-in-
come women unable to access abortmn
services, They turn to the only source of

- abortion funding in Illinois, the Chicago -
Abortion Fund (CAF). CAF assists low-
income women in their second trimester
with information, referral and direct fi-

- nancial assistance for abortions, :

- The need for funded abortions in Ilh-
‘nois is not being met. Your readers can
help to make a difference by sending 1} a
message to Congress that health care re-
form must include a full range of repro-

- ductive options, including abortion or it

will be discriminatory towards women;
2) a donation to the Chicago Abortion
Fund (P.O. Box' 578307, Chicago, IL
60657) to help 'a woman . exercise her
constitutional right to choose a safe and
Iegal abortion.

: ) ) NAR.AL activist
Hlinois

* *® ok
In most shops where the majonty are
. women you find they are treated badly.
With the boss at Howe Sipes baseball ap-
parel company, it’s not a Black or white
thlng——he has the white women in tears
too. Some don’t recognize it, but _most
women know we got the. power and we
know what direction to put it in. .
S Black woman labor organizer
' Memphis
\ . .
HOMELESS IN NEW YORK

We didn't get any sleep last night be-
cause the police came and threw all the
homeless people out of Central Park.
There is nowhere we can sleep in peace.
‘Last winter when it was so cold, we were
sleeping -on the subway. The police
waited for the trains at the end of the
line and arrested everyone. It was four
degrees out and I only had a thin jacket.
I think the police get paid according to
how many people they arrest. :

Unemployed couple
' New York
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by John Alan -

The current multicultural, racially diverse concept of

~ the American Civilization presents itself as an original
 revelation of a long hidden dimension of the American
Civilization. Only now, at this point in American history,

do people dare to say openly that the United States is -

- NOT a homogeneous country, “‘one nation indivisible,”
as it claims to be. This is neither new nor original. Nor
" does it reflect the historic reality. -

The bringing of generations of dxspossessed European
workers, of many different cultures, and Black slaves

from Africa, with non-European cultures to America to-

work on the expropriated lands of native Americans and
in mills and factories was one of the greatest intermin-
gling of cultures that the world has ever experienced. It
was a terrible, inhuman process, but this conjunction of
human labor -and various ‘cultures created a unique
*American culture, literally breaking away from the Eu-
ropean culture of their masters. '

HEGEL AND FANON ON CULTURE .
Recognizing that-the United States is not variousfcul-

tures indifferently connected with each other in no way

means that the American culture is.not a self-estranged

culture, like every other culture in the world today, This -

ignores culture as a process of self-estrangement that

' - Hegel called a stage when the spirit “...breaks up into
" . two regions. The one is the actual world, the other is

that which the spirit constructs for itself in the ether of
pure consciousness, raising itself above the first. This
‘second world, being.constructed in opposition and con-
trast to that estrangement, is just on that account not

free from it; on the contrary, it is only the other form of

that very estrangement, which consists precisely in hav-
ing a conscious existence in two sorts of worlds, and em-
braces both. Hence it is not selfconsclousness of Abso-
lute Being in and for itself...”

Hegel revealed the major flaw in all movements seek-
ing to find in the realm of culture a pathway to freedom.
At the same time, Hegel sought to transcend alienation
in culture and in actuality.

.. Frantz Fanon saw transcending the opposition be-
tween existing culture and life as a crucial issue. In his
analysis of the state of culture in Africa, at the time of
the 1960s anti-colonial revolutions, two things were ap-
parent to Fanon. One, the African middle classes and in-
tellectuals had long embraced European culture as their
own. And two, the poor peasantry, after two centuries of
occupation, possessed only the symholic remembrance of

their former culture. In Fanon’s words: ‘“The withering.
. away of the reality of the nation and the death-pangs of

the national culture are linked to each other in mutual
_dependence.” 3
Fanon saw a solution in the struggle for freedom

=

., 1
Gambla coup tests Left
S by Ba Karang
On July 22 the military took over state power of the
Gambian government at a time when.the country was
" ‘witnesging political unrest in certain parts of the coun-
try. July 30 would mark the 13th year of the bloody

1981 attempted military coup which was crushed by the -

“brutal intervening Senegalese military forces.
The July 22 coup in Gambia came as a surprise be-
‘cause of the presence of the almost 100 Nigerian military

~forces in the country and a visit by the U.S. Marines a
"day before the military takeover. U.S. Marines were in

* - fact still in Gambian waters.
The uncompromising way President Jawara was han-

dling the contradictions in the military might have made

him think that he was in control of the military forces.
-He must be disappointed by the still silent Nigerian

“forces present in the country on whom he was highly de-

pendent after he decided to dissolve the Senegambian
Confederation and sent the Senegalese military forces
- outof the country.

The young military officers who took over power re-
cently announced that they will hand over the govern-
ment to civilians in the very near future. But we must
. - not be taken by surprise if they don’t.

The Gambian military force consists of youths who
never made it in the job market and took up the only
available job in the country and that is the military.
These young military officers had been radicalized by the
hard economic and political situation in the country long
before they did make up their minds to join the military.
And the fact that the most politically minded youths
took over the leadership of the coup was not surprising.

- But no matter how radical these youths are they are
not likely to change the situation in the country. They
have no political programs for the country. Without a
doubt a great part of the Gambian Left will condemn the
coup -and will distance themselves. A possible left alli-
~ance to join the military is possible and this will be the
Left that has never learned its lesson. The experience of
Ghana and Liberia should be a guiding principle. What
will happen in the coming days, with or without a mili-
;aigl Ilfxeftterventxon, will be the greatest test of the Gam-

which is, in itself, the creation of a new culture, along
different paths and tracing out entirely new cultural de-
velopment.

This relationship between revolution and culture is

the dividing line between Fanon and - today’s

multiculturalism. Fanon wasn't opposed to culture per
se, but saw existing and lustoncal cultures as processes

| Rwanda, Haiti apocalypse |

(Continued from page 1)

" suffering Haiti, Clinton knows that American public

opinion is fed at two troughs, Polls show that most white
Americans want nothing to do with Haiti’s problems,
neither its refugees nor its political turmoil.

On the other hand, African-American political opinion
has been stoked by a Black national leadership in sup-
port of U.S. military intervention. In large part, Black

 political opinion has-been in response to the racist refu-

gee policy of the Bush and Clinton administrations.
However, a U.S. invasion of Haiti is no less racist, inas-
much as it is Clinton’s way of enforcing a racist refugee
and immigration policy by other means.
AFRICA’S ‘HEART OF DARKNESS’ ‘

But if U.S. policy on Haiti represents a new version of
the “White Man’s Burden,” Rwanda is the West’s new
“heart of darkness.” The world’s attention has been riv-
eted to the unfolding genocide and refugee catastrophe
in Rwanda since April. Although the statistics are stag-
gering, and the graphic media images overwhelming of
mounds of hacked bodies in Rwanda and cholera-plagued
bodies being bulldozed in Goma, Zaire, their relationship
to the political designs of Western powers must never be
lost sight of, especially France’s expanding role in Africa.

The genocidal agenda of Rwanda’s political and mili-
tary leaders is clear. As Donathe Ntegeyiminise, who jeft
the Goma camps- to return to his northern Rwandan
town of Ruhengeri said, ‘“We were deceived. In Goma the
peasants suffer alone while the former administrators
who forced us to go there are in hotels, driving cars and
drinking wine.”

Nevertheless, all the machmatlons of the despotic rul-

_-ers in Rwanda and Haiti do not sufficiently explain the

carnage of civil society. The civilian militias which have
unleashed campaigns of terror in both countries are the
creation of the ideological manipulation of political elites.

. In Haiti, the paramilitary front FRAPH (Front for the

Advancement and Progress of Haiti) is the military’s in-

-strument against the liberation theology base communi-

ties, peasant organizations and trade union groups. The
Habyarimana regime armed and directed its own civilian
militias in its genocide against the Tutsi minority and
the regime’s Hutu political opponents.

Thus, it was not alone the ethnic character of the gen-

ocide in Rwanda, as the Western media continues to re-
port, but the emergent informal associations, especially
in the rural areas, who began to declare their indepen-
dence from the state, that the government sought to
crush. And these arose in Rwanda, as in Haiti and virtu-
ally every Third World country, in response to the struc-
tural adjustment programs of the International Mone-

. tary Fund and the World Bank.

This is why the Left’s slogan calling for the “restora-
tion of democracy,” and its preoccupation with the sup-
posed virtues of civil society; is woefully misplaced. De-

-mocracy and civil society comes to nothing but social ca- -

tastrophe without the revolutionary uprooting of the
state machine and expropriation of the bourgeoisie, Rev-
olution too is no less the answer to the daily savageries
of “American civilization” which increasingly sees the
mx‘xirﬁrm image of itself in the twin apocalypse of Rwanda
an iti,

—August 4,1994

Can multlculturahsm transcend alienation?

of }henatmn and permanent duahty He wgorously op-
posed Leopold Senghor’s concept of “Negritude,” a phi-*
losophy of neo-colonial culture founded upon the concept
of an European-African duality. This double conscious-
ness of “spirit” living in two worlds, the world of

~ thought and the objective world, is unable to realize it

self in the objective world. Thus the spirit (mind) re-
mains an alien in its own culture, .

ANEW STAGE OF EXISTENCE?

Multiculturalism is in a similar predxcement While it
is ‘conscious of the opposition between culture and reali- :
- ty, it does not seek to annul the obJectmty of its self-al- -

. ienation. Instead, it attempts to give a . validity to

multiculturalism without finding a universal reason for
its validity in concrete actuality. For example, Afro-
centrism when it gains state power fuses together alien-
ation of high technology with self-alienated cultural
ideas and practices created by societies that no longer ex-
ist as viable social entities today. They use the old cul-.
ture to discipline the masses and to control opposltlon 0

“the class in power.

. Culture is not an absolute, ie “an nmnediated phe—
nomenon without change or development. The word -
multiculturalism is bandied around as a tag of identity

. rather tham Hegel’s comcept of. culture as a totality

which “embraces all the means of self-development,”
“ideas’” as well as material factors such as “wealth,”
Hegel concentrated on the dialectics of the process of
self-alienation within culture. Today’s global capitalism
obviously transforms - cultures = into. = commodities.
Multiculturalism, in all of its ambiguous and sometime
reactionary forms, is a manifestation of the crisis of
world capitalism. Can there be a new buginning in cul-
ture which would transcend its dualit: ® *legel apparent-
ly believed so, if the recollection of “se..-ccnsciousness of

- vanished existence” provides the knowledge for ‘‘the

new stage of existence, & new world” and a new mind.

~ Workers battle K-Mart

Greensboro, N.C.—In the years following the ex-
plosion and deaths at the Imperial Food Products chick-
en procesging plant in Hamlet, North Carolina, there has
been a steady flow of activity related to workers’ rights
and organizing here. Workers in various industries have
raised issues about their conditions of work and quality
of life. And Black workers have been in the forefront of
many of these efforts for self-definition and democracy.

For the past year, workers from a new K-Mart ware-
house have struggled for better working conditions, pay
and leave policies. Many of these workers are Black; all
are lowly paid. And the company has stonewalled all at-
tempts to improve these conditions. In July 1993, the
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers’ Union
(ACTWU) began an organizing drive at the Greensboro
K-Mart distribution center. Two months later the vote
was held, and the union vote won out.

Since the vote, K-Mart has refused to negotiate a con-
tract. Union organizers on the job have been harassed.
And the struggle took a public turn this spring when
people supported the workers’ cause by stopping play at
the K-Mart-Greater Greensboro Open. golf tournament.
Jommg hands, dozens of people were arrested in an act
of ronviolent protest.

The sacrifices these workers have made and continue
to make help all workers. But their actions make a sig-

~ pificant contribution to the continuing Black freedom
- struggle. This is helping to expose who are the real

friends ‘of the people, as well as give the masses experi-

_ ence in carrymg out the struggle at the workplace so
that they can gain the necessary knowledge as they take

up the mantle of the new leaders of the people’s move-

ment.
—D.A.

(Continued from page i)
dale, editor of the Jackson Advocate, calls “a Machiavel-

lian attempt to control and channel all mdependent 8o~

-cial movements” in Mississippi today.
Far from this confirming the Left’s threadbare notion

of “American exceptionalism,” that is, that revolution is -

impossible in the U.S,, the new reality of the South de-
mands theoretical exammatxon of its social and historical
deveiopment, This so-called “most underdeveloped” re-
gion of the American capitalist economy may show to the
more developed the image of its own future.

That is certainly true regarding the new Black, labor
.and women’s struggles I encountered on my ftrip to
Memphis recently. Although Memphis is very different
from Mississippi, my experience with Black women
.workers is not unlike what is occurring in Mississippi
and throughout the South. -

For example, at a Fayette County garment plant in
Sommerville, Tenn. Black women workers are fighting
against enormous odds to get a contract. They are now
in their 53rd negotiating session with the plant manage-
ment. Not only are they fighting against horrendous

working conditions, but they are struggling with the-

contradictions among their own co-workers.

In the words of one militant woman faced with these
contradictions:

“The company fears the strength of the workers in
Local 282, because we've had members of the local come
from all around to work our campaign. They have sup-
ported us from day one, and the company is afraid of

that type of strength and support.

“However, it bothers me when I work thh a lot of
women. [ feel that women are pessimistic and it’s just so-
many things they can do with their lives. It bothers me

. deeply when I see that they are trapped by a company

that has no future for them. It’s like they’re living in

 fear and they’re not even using their heads. That ¢ compa-

py has only been there 10 years, and these women are in
their 30s and 40s. They were making it before the com-
pany was here, 8o0....Most of the time I guess everybody
thinks I’m living in my own world at work because I'm
trying to figure these thmgs out.” (See the articles from
Somerville Mills workers in the July News & Letters, as

" well as on page 3 in this issue.)

She also spoke about the various ways the company
tries ito divide workers, such as tellmg immigrant work-
ers not to speak in English to union organizers nor to
any other worker. And almost every worker I spoke with
never failed to mention the pla::tatmn mentality that '
they are fighting against.

At another plant, Howe Sipes, which makes baseball
apparel, I talked with several Black women workers dur-
ing their half-hour lunch break. In their fight against
the harbarism of the plant management and the produc-
tion method of going from speedup to havmg no work at
all, the women at Sipes are very conscious of who they
are ag working women. When asked do they think that
they are treated the way they gre because they are wom- |
en; theu' response was, “No, it’s because we are Black

* women.”

Clearly, there is a new: “state of mind” emefging in
the South, one which will not develop, however, without

. at one and the same time overcoming the limits of the

g;ven reahty as well as 1ts own inner contradxctwns
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Nmeteen Iunety-four is tﬁé 100th‘a'nmversary of the
- birth of the great Peruvian Marxist Jose Carlos

Mdgiategui, whose Seven Interpretive Essays on Peruvi-
. an Reality remains, more than 60 years after its initial -

appearance, one of the major writings of Latin American
social thought: As well, 1994 is the 150th anniversary of

Mark’s  Economic-Philosophiic - Manuscripts of - 1844; °
which signaled: the birth of Marx's new humanism, his- -

torical materialism. The conjunction of these two anni-
versaries is in turn given rich new meaning by their ap-
- pearance in the year of the Chiapas rebellion. Let us
Yriefly explore  the i i
- intermergings of
“these revolut,ibnaryv
moments, not in ‘the
' acmdentai senseof an-
' ,anmversary, but
- rather:- in  asking
- * whether- the ideas of
- these * two. .social
thinkers' can ‘spesk
to; and help give di-
rection to, the new
beginnings . taking
place: on the Latin
Ameérican - continent T § '
, in't}ie'lggos. 4 Jose Carlos Mariftegui. -
"." It ‘becomes important to' explore the relationship of

history.”” With the emergence of Lhe prole.,anat came the,

. huinan bearer of Marx’s idea of freedom, his “thcwough-i :
- going Naturalism or Humanism.”

Marx’s new world view would brook no sepa.ration

- between philesophy and economics. In “Alienated La-

~ bor by not considering the direct relationship betweent :

bor"” Marx centered his inquiry on the Jot of the worker

in the production process' “The worker becomes all the )
. 'poorer the more wealth he produces...the worker be- .-
comes an ever cheaper commodity the more commodi- -
ties he creates...labor produces not only commodities: it
- produces itself and the worker.as. a comnodity...” He

critiqued political economy for its blindness to this

linchpin: of capitalist ‘production: ' “Political ‘economy

Manétegun Marx and Chlapas

Marx, had to break with the established radlcal thought :

of his day. Particularly he had to break with those radi-

~cals ‘who wanted merely fo apply Marxism to Latin -

conceals the estrangement inherent in the natiure of la: © *

the worker (labor) and production.” ,

Marx ‘traced how man has become alienated from na-
ture, from himself, from his species existence and from
other men. He hit out against a labor process in which
the “worker’s own physxcal and mental energy, his per-

“sonal life—for what is life but activity?—is an activity
which is turned agamst him, mdependent of h1m and not :

" belonging to him.” -
- In “Alienated Labor” Marx expressed the direct rela- 0

Marfategui and Marx at this'moment when so many are -

" claiming that Marxism has been eclipsed globally, in-
cluding in Latin America. The gfound for such a ‘claim
lies in the false amalgam that has been made between

the collapse of ‘totalitarian Communist state-capitalist’

- regimes and the Marxism of Marx. An exploration of
- original sources will show how absolutely opposite are
the ideas of Marx to the practice of those who claimed
to be his followers in state power. Mariategui's ideas

too have been claimed by those whose practice is .

worlds apart from his revolutionary vision.

The need to examine the ideas and mterrelatlonship of

~Mariategui and Marx does not originate from a desire to
~ “clear the  historic record.”: Tnstead, the compulsion
cOmBE" ~fram _today’s x'eahtv,

~ and the continuous striving for new beginnings as seen

“in the Chiapas rebellion. In the 1990s, a philosophy of

human liberation, one that can help these revolutionary
new beginnings come to fruition, is crucial. We want to

ask if the writings of Marx and Marlategm xmght help to

' create such a hberatory vision.
I1.

Though Marxs wrltmgs on what we call the Third

World—partxcularly the “Pre-Capitalist Economic For-

mations”  from his Grundrisse and his ‘writings of

" 1873-1883 on the Russian peasant communé and his
Ethnological Notebooks—show how much Marx thought
about and wrote on noncapitalist lands,’ we want to con-

| centrate on what Raya Dunayevskaya identified as the

“birth ‘of historical matemahsm, his “new continent of
thought ~and revolution,”
| Manuseripts of 1844.2 This is because the relationship of

Marx ‘and Manategm ‘genuinely begins with these writ-

ings. For it is here where Marx’s discovery of a new Sub-
Jject of revolution; the proletariat, would illuminate -his
thought for the next four decades. In the early part of
the next century Mariategui would seek out and work
with & new revolutionary subject on ‘Latin American soil.’
The'three central manuscripts of 1844 were “Critique

vaté Property and Communism.’”’ These essays were the
birth of Marx’s concept of human liberation, an integral-
ity of economics and philosophy, a “new Humanism.”

one and the same time, critiqued Hegel for the dehu-
manization of philosophy and singled out the -greatness
of Hegel’s dialectic, the “negation of the negation” as
the moving and creating principle. Marx’s theoretical la-
bors allowed him-to appropnate the Hegelian dialectic

pulses reached for the skies. It was Marx’s appropriation
of the dialectic of negativity right within this essay
which led Marx to formulate his new.world view in its

Naturalism, or Humanism, distinguishes itself both
from Idealism and Materialism, and is, at the same time,
the truth uniting both. We see, at the same time, how
only Naturalism is capable of grasping the act of world

to the editorial board of Otechestvenniye Zapiski, November
1877 (his reply to N.K. Mikhailovsky, a' theoretician of
Narodnism, Russian popuhsm, his draft letters to the Russian
revolutionary, Vera Zasulich, in late February and March, 1881;
Marx and Engels' preface to the Russian edition of the Commu.

books of 1880-82. These notebooks discussed Iroquois society
it America. Another as yet unpublished section of those note-
oks took up Inca society.

See also my chapter on “Marx and the Non-Capitalist World”
in Jose Carlos Mariategui and Karl Marx: Paths to Revolu-
fon in the Third World, California State University, Los An-
les, 1984. This work is published in Spanish as Mariategui y

: La Transformacion Social En Los Paises En Via De
ma, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de\Mexxeo. Mexico
1Ly,

osophy and Revolution, 1973.

both -the: terrain of
unfreedom that characterizes so much of Latin America

the Economic-Philosophic’

“of the Hegelian Dialectic,” “Alienated Labor”’ and “Pri- -

With “‘Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic,” Marx, at

for a new historic moment—one in which proletarian im-

most compelling form: “We see here how thorough-going

1. For Marx’s wntmgs of his last decade see especxally his letter -

nist Manifesto, January 21, 1882 and his Ethnological Note-

. See Dunayevskayas cominesitary on the.Economic-Philo-
phic Manuscripts in her Marxism and Freedom 1958 and -

tionship between alienated labor and private property: -

- “Private Property is thus the product, the result,

" the necessary consequence, of alienated labor, of the -
external relation of the worker to nature and to -
himself...when one speaks of private property, one - ..
thinks of dealing with somethmg external to:man. -
When one speaks of labor, one is directly dealing
with man_ himself. This  new formulation of the

question already contains its solution.” ;
In his essay “Private Property and Commumsm”

Marx continued his discussion of labor and property, but -
here his- critique was directed not so much at classical

- political economy as at “wilgar communism”
“Regardmg pnvabe ‘property in its umversahty, :
.communism appears in its form only as its gener-
. alization and: completion...Since it completely ne-
: gates the personality of man, this type of commu-

- pism is only the logical expression of private proper-

“ty...insofar as it has not yet grasped the positive es-
sence of private property and to the same degree has
little understood the human nature of needs, com- -
munism stlll remains under the mﬂuence of prwate,
‘property.’

Marx encledr ithis essay by snow-mg “Iat even
communism'’s positive affirmation was the actual mo-

__l

- ment needed for the immediate historical development it

necegsary form and the -energizing pnnc:ple of the imme-
diate future.- But communism, as such, is not the goal of
‘human development, the form of human society.” -

wnen -

ily peasants who became indebt.
ed to merchants and thus obli-
‘ gated to work off the debt in the |
mines. “The Indigenous of the
- mines, for a large part continue
~ to be peasants, such that the ad-
‘“herent who is won among them
~is also .an element won in the

- America, concentrating on the working class in the cities .

and dismissing the question of the indigenous dimension

as only peripheral to the class question. Mariategui- :
_ broke with this kind of thinking and strove to work out

the relation of class and race, worker and peasant. - -
In reaching out to the Indian Mariategui refused to- -

make a sharp separation between the Indian as peasant

and the Indian: as worker. He [
reeogmzed that the Indians who |
were miners were in fact primar-

peasantclass S Chiapas, Mexlco
At the same time Marxategm recogmzed that once the

‘Indian was forced to become a worker he could gain a

* new-dimension of revolutionary consciousness: The min-

- ing centers are “‘important proletarian concentrations”

which “bring the Indigenous laborers together with in-
dustrial workers, with workers coming from the cities,

“who bring to these centers their class (conscious) spirit
and principles.” Thus for Mariategui, there could not be -
.- a wall between worker and peasant within Peru, ofben

- they were one and the same. -

In turn, this objective mtertmnmg of worker and

_peasant helped Mariategui formulate his view of a work-

er-peasant alliance, which he took a number of steps to-

. organize:

1) He proposed a new form of newspaper, one specifically

devoted to the problem of the peasant, to be named El -
CAylla,

2) He proposed a specific form of struggle—a veritable

- -civil war against gamonalismo (the phenomena of para-

!

sitic landlords who entrapped the peasant)—which he-

‘began by publishing withih the ‘vages of his magazine
o Amauta C-a@ -
- ‘gamonalismo~~Boletin de defensa Indigena.

special  -journal, Proceso . del

3) He analyzed the specific labor process, the f/ax'lous

forms of enforced work which the peasant masses were' .
subjected to, and contrasted these to the survmng com-

munal Indian systems of agriculture,

) He and members of his organization began an organ- ~
-did not represent a new society: “Communism js the . ' i

".:5Y He proposed that Indians who had becomek proletar-. -

izing project among miners in the late 1920s.

-"ianized would be the ones who could best return to or-

There is no more compelling moment in Marx ] hfe; -
than his reforging the Hegelian dialectic with the revo- .
‘lutionary subject.ivity of a new human bearer, the prole-

tariat. In 1844, Marx seized upon Hegel's concept . of

transcendeuce ‘as ‘objective movement and te-created .-

" the dialectic in so ‘revolutionary a manner that it al-
lowed for the fullness of his critique of classical politi:

_cal economy, of ‘vulgar: communism, ‘of Hegel himself.
Now he could truiy coalesce with a revolutionary new

Subjectivity, the proletariat, and discern - double

ganize in indigenous centers.
6) Mariategui recognized the racism that had to be con-

fronted if any worker-peasant alliance was. to be built;
“The peasant Indians will not really understand éxcept
-from individuals from their bosom who speak to them

their own language. They' wﬂl nlways nnstrust the white, -

the mestizo.”
Just as Mamategni hud ‘not seen a sharp separation
between worker and peasant in Peru, he did not view

:'the Indian question as one that could be thought of ‘only

~ negation as pathway to the future: “Only by the tran-

scendence -of this: mediation, which is nevertheless a -

.- necessary presupposition, does there arise positive Hu-

kY

manism, beginning from itse .
Three-quarters of a: eentury after the young Marx had
penned his 1844 Manuscripts, and without ever knowing

of their existence, the young Jose Carlos Mariategui be-
. gan writing of the Peruvian Indians as a revolutionary

subject within Peru’s communal, “feudal” and capitalist -
modes of production. Mariategui began to hew out new

_paths. to revolution -on the Latin' American continent.

. Herein lies the mtertvnnmg of Mariategui and Marx.

1.

The strands of Jose Carlos Mariategui’s- development, v
are multidimensional. 'They encompass a discovery and
first working out of socialist ideas at the time that the

Peruvian workmg class was discovering itself as a class,

engaging in sirike activities which culminated it a suc-
cessful workers’ general strike for the eight-hour day in"
19181919, We find Mariategui witness to and partici- -

-pant in a student activism which developed a relation to

Lima’s working class in 1919. Mariategui’s brief period

abroad (1919-—1923) was in a Europe reeling under the
impact of the Russian Revolution. In Italy he found rich
discussion and concrete activities of revolutionary
change. He returned to Peru, bringing this international
dimension of Marxist thought and act1v1ty This became

fused with what he came to recognize as the concrete -

specificity of Peruvian reality and its Indian path toward
socialist revolution. By the second half of the 1920s he
had developed a Marxist perspective that was at one and

-the same time national and mtematlonal a dialectic of

" race and class in Peru.

Here we want to' concentrate ‘on the dlmensxon of -
Mariategui’s thought which brings him closest to -our .
-age and connects him: to Marx. This centers. upon

Mariategui’s discovery of a revolutionary Subject within

Peru’s reality, the indigenous peoples, and on his deter-

mination to link that Subject to the creation of socialism:

“Socialism orders and' defines the just demands of the .

working class. And in Peru the working class are four-

- fifths part Indian. Our socialism then would not be Pe-

ruvian—it would not even be socialism —if it dld not ﬁrst
consolidate itself with indigenous demands.”? =

In puttmg forth the concept of the revolutzonary sub- -

; Jectmty of mdxgenous peoples in Peru, Manategut, hke

- tions Marlategm described for Peru in the 1920s cannot .
‘be seen in Chiapas in the 1990s. They can. Nor is it

. tionary new beginnings at the edge of the 21st century. -

- ‘as'a class question or only.as an oppressed nation. The
“key for him was the interrelationship between race and

“class  within = Peruvian - reality.
" class—worker/peasant—and

The - Indian- - was
race—not = white nor
mestizo—at one and the same time. Mariategui insisted

“that because the Indian was both race and class, both
.~ worker and peasant, he eould not be compartmentalized .

off into any one category, whether that be his own sepa-
rate state as an oppressed race, or be considered as a

worker without a consciousness of race.
"~ In working out the complexity of relations between so-

cialism and indigenismo, Mariategui was able to recreate

Marxism for a Peruvian reality, rather than simply apply T
, Mamsm to the Latm American contment :

IV.
reappeared again and again in Latin America, particular-

ly where the Indian ig either a majority or a large minor-"

ity. Today the question has been posed in ‘a ‘dramatic

- new way in the Chiapas rebellion in Mexico. - -

We need to stress the newness of Chiapas. This is not
because certain aspects of the kind of “feudal-like’ rela-

merely the need for “modernization.” Rather, the reso-
nance with Mariategui’s time, or for that matter with

The kmd of questmns which. Manategul raised have

Marx’s description of so-called primitive accumulation, is

that these economic forms are not only vestiges of the .
past embedded in the reality of the late 20th-century

capitalism in many areas of Latin America, including
Mexico. 1t is the development of underdevelopment
It is also true that the rebellion in Chiapas can be

viewed as a continuation of the Mexican revolution of -

1910—17. There is a resonance with Zapata, the struggle

for land and the preservation of the communal land’ the .

ejido, that was so central to that revolution.

But Chiapas is not o much a continuation of an early

izoth-century revolution as it is the stirring of revolu-

_ Two events of the 1990s—the abrogation of Article 27

of the Mexican Constitition on the right to land, the
- signing of a Free Trade Agreement with the U.S. and
: Canada-—were major catalysts for the rebelhon ; .

(Contmued on page ID)

3 Manategul s wrxtmgs quoted in this essay can be found in
Amautn, the magazine he founded Lima, Peru 1926-1930. -
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Insnde Iook at dlsastrous truth of Russia’ s economlc miracle’

There have recently ‘been artlcles in the Amenca,n :
.press saymg that, despite all the hardships, privatization
has begun in Russxa and a middle class has begun to ap-
pear. The general impression given the reader has been

very positive. Let me tell you what the Mescow Institute

of Consumers’ Research: found when they investigated.

the . actual ‘situation of “grassroot. Russian consumers.

These results were not advertised in Russian newspa-

pers, but' only in special publications.
First, we must note that in the U S. you measure the

kcondxtlons of people by a “poverty line.” In Russia there

is a different level by which to measure. It’s the physical

‘survival line. -According to the findings of the Research
- Institute, 15 million ‘people now live below the physical
. gurvival level in Russia. That means they are in absolute

poverty, not relative but absclute poverty.

The data pubhshed shows that 90% of the population
spend 80% of theit incomes on food. A second catego-

“ry—engineers, professxonals-—who make up 6% of the

populatlon spend 50% to 60%. of their- salaries for food.

.. And in the 4% of the populatxon at the very top, even in
this category, 20% to 30% of income is spent for food.

The increased price for food is so dramatic that basic
food is unavailable for many people. For the past five

f,months the price of bread increased nine times, beef 10
times, sausage and milk 12 times, onions and cabbage 16
-times. The production of food has declined so much it is

not on the level of 1955 Only the production of ligquor
has increased.

There are stlll no tools in Russia to raise production of
any kmd The -entrepreneurs who might be interested in

ESsay Artlcle 1

'(Continued from page 9)

The newness of Chiapas lies within the historic mo-
ment in which it has gccurred. A number of Latin Amer-
jean intellectuals have recognized one aspect of its new-
ness as being a post-Communist: rebelhon, that is, after
the collapse of the state-capitalist regimes of the East

*.and while there is a deep isolation of Cuba. From neither

Mexico nor the U.S. can it be clmmed that Moscow or

- Havana is behmd this rebellion.

‘But'a number of intellectuals wish to 1mpose their
own ideological manacles upon Chiapas. To them post-
Communist means post-revolutionary. For them revolu-
tion, either as idea or action, is not in view. Instead of a
social uprooting, they wish to discuss “democracy, jus-

" tice and peace,” but all within the existing society. They
‘may recognize the indigenous dimension of this rebel-

lion—how ‘could they avoid it—but want the context of
struggle to be inclusion within “civil society” rather

* than the struggle agamst a class somety with its racism

and sexism.
The mchgenous rebels who took up arms and made de-

' mands in Chiapas have posed a much deeper challenge.
The rebellion in Chiapas compels us to rethink the fu-

ture, to. work out a new social consciousness. To do so we

- need to turn once again to Marx and Mariategui, not as

past, but as a needed prologue in Latin Amemca s reach-

‘ v. |
- 'The ohjective reality Marx faced from the 1840s to the

" '1880s.was worlds away from the Peru of the 1920s in’

which Mariategui was active. What united them as revo-
lutionaries through these differing historical moments
was their search for pathways to overthrow the ruling

* societies they lived under. Marx, both in his Grundrisse

of the late 1850s and in writings of his last decade, ex-

- pressed the development of societies from communal to

capitalism as being a multilinear, not unilinear, one.

- This multilinear view involved not only an investigation

of pre-capitalist economic formations per se, but was also

‘@ search for new paths to revoultion that would encom-
-~ 'pass-non-capitalist areas as well as technologically devel-
“oped countries. Whether his search took up the Russian
peasant commune, the mir, or the studies by-anthropolo- -

gists of New and Old World societies, for Marx the deter-

‘ mmmg feature was the paths to revolution that were be-

ing opened. His last writings were a concretization of the
“new_continent of thought and revolutlon” he had be-
gun in 1844,

Mariategui’s revolutlonary Journey of a dozen years

led to his creative labor with the Indian peasant dimen-

sion. ' When Mariategui’s singular contribution of dis-

cerning ‘the inseparability of socialism and indigenismo
as the truth of Peru’s reality is juxtaposed to Marx’s Hu- -
manism, his view of the human dimension in non-capi--

talist lands, then the oneness, not of content, and not al-
ways of methodology, but of revolutionary spirit, of a

S search for revolutionary subjéets, of a concrete seekmg
~_ of paths to revolution, comes to the fore. :

. Eachof their views of reality had as goal the transfor-
. mation of that reality. Marx’s view of community in the

Russian mir and Mériategui’s view of community in the

“ slerra Indian village were not a look backward, or simply

an outery against the very real destruction of these in-
drgenous forms. Rather for both Marx and Mariategui,

_the vision was one of trying to discern a path toward the
~ future, a future where “human power is its own end.”

From the vantage point of Chiapas, a path toward the
future may well lay within the revo}utmnary thought of

~Marx and Manategm

productlon find it more proﬁtable to speculate w1th for-‘
eign-made products than to increase production at home.

The political and economic situation is so unstable that
no one will invest money in the production sector.

Those who believed in market miracles thought that

when people started to compete with each other produc-
tion would increase. But it turned out that all we got
was a “speculative industry.” All industry—including
state mdustry~—has now been pushed to the level of

1965. The decline is not just in the production of basic -
- commedities but of Russian technology. In'the coal in-

dustry the economy is at the level of the mid-1950s.
The coal miners are against selling the mines into pri-

vate hands, but they also hate state ownership. Some of and can’t find a place in the new reality. But it is also

the leaders from the strike committees have become
middle-men—almost - petty entrepreneurs them-
selves—in joint ventures they have initiated between

German enterprises and their own comrades, the Rus- -

sian mmers

: The mxhtary industrial complex is still a big industry -
and70% is not dismantled yet. To do s0 it means to kick -
people out. The present government cannot afford to do

that This is: the hope of the Russlan natlonahsts because
everyone from the chief ‘managers to the workers de-
mands that the 1ndustry be kept from. collapsmg Nobody
knows how to solve the issue.

The death rate is now exceeding the blrth rate in Rus-

_gia. It is called “minus birth rate.” There are several

reasons for it. Economically, women don't haveeany
means to support their families and don’t want to have
children for that reason. Psychologically, the change
from a past reality to the newer horrible reality was so
drastic many say they don’t want to brmg chﬁdren mto ;
this kind of world.

-At the same time, the rate of smcxdes 1s very high, It is
high amongf old people who belonged to the bureaucracy

high among young people who cannot find work. It is es-
timated that within two years 25%- of the population
that can ‘work won’t be able to find work. Already so
many cannoet support their families with the minimal
salaries they now make that it has beeome an unbear-.

- able situativn for them,

All this is what the “ecohonnc mn‘acle” of “market re-
form” hasbrought Rusela sofar. -——kaolal Zelinski

Haman peasant leader opposes mterventlon

Editor’s note. Chavanne Jean Baptiste is the founder
and Jeader of the Peasant Movement of Papay, and. the

national peasant movement of the Papay congress. With:

over 100,000 ‘members, this is Haiti’s largest and most
powerful peasant organization. Jean Baptiste is a close

adviser to President Aristide, having served on Aristide’s

preszdentlal commission and participated in the Gover-
nor’s Island negotiations. He was mterwewed by. Cyrus
Noveen on July 19.

1t is a pleasure for me to be speaking to people who are

trying to understand and help the Haitian people in
struggle. Since the beginning of the coup we could see
that the Haitian people have maintained a very strong
resistance to the coup and thls is what explams the in-
creased repression.

The Peasant Movement of Papay (MPP) was the most
targeted orga.mzatlon in the country after the coup-.
d’etat. That is why in the very first days of the coup

there were orders given to the military to try to totally
_ dismantle the MPP, That iz why today we have many
leaders who if they are not in hiding they are in prison

or out of the country. Two months after the coup we

-were able to identify 200 of the leaders of MPP that were
" in prison and about 5,000 or more that were forced into

hiding. In spite of this, however, the resistance has tak-
en other forms There are other means of communica-~

tion and different: orgamzatmns are able to commumcate
with each other. The MPP continues to struggle. . L
Today (July 19) there is a big debate among us con-
cerning the reinforcement of the police force that - ‘was
part of the Governor's Island Accord. The two .other
points of debate are: 1) How to restore the pres1dent to.
power? Will it be by wdy of a U.S. or multﬂateral inter-
vention, or by other means? And 2) there is also a big de-

- bate on the question of when Aristide is restored, what

kind of program could be implemented so that the coun-
try could be put on the track of survival?

My personal position and the position of MPP i is that
we are against all forms of military intervention in Haiti.
And we bélieve that if the international commumty real-
ly wants to help the cause of democracy in Haiti it does -
not need an intervention to do so. We call upon them to
give strict orders to Raul Cedras and Michel Francois to
leave the political scene. ‘Once they receive this strict and *
unequivoeal order they will do so. We-are ealting-for this:

" and the implementation of the Governor’s Island Accord.

We think that the only chance for the restoration of
democracy in Haiti is for President Aristide to be re--
stored and for-the Lavallas movement (The Flood—the
multi-dimensional movement that brought Aristide to’

could be restored to the country.

" power) to be able to develop so that Justlce and. peace

Bosnia’s mdlctment of the West and the Left

by ‘Sheila Fuller

Why Bosnia: Writings on the Balkan War, ed. Rab1a Al
and Lawrence Lifschultz. Stony Creek, CT: Pamphlet-
eer’s Press, 1993. The Destruction of Yugoslawa, by
Branka Magas. London: Verso, 1993,

 The essays in Why Bosnia powerfully reveal that the
view of the war in Bosnia as a civil war rooted in “‘an-
cient ethnic hatred’”” was perpetrated both by the Serbi-
an government in its drive to create a ‘‘Greater Serbia”

and by the Western governments in their effort to avoid -

defending Bosnia’s multicultural character.
In their introduction, Rabia Ali and Lawrence

. Lifschultz trace how the U.S. government shifted from
the recognition that Bosnia was the target of externally

backed aggression (London Conference, August 1992) to
the view that the war in Bosnia was a “‘civil war”’ con-

- ducted by “three warring factions” who had a history of
. “ancient ethnic feuds.” (Geneva Conference, September

1992). Thus the U.S. and the European powers recog-
nized war criminals such as Radovan Karadzic as *“legiti-
mate” representatives of the Bosnian Serbs.
SIaVQ] Zizek, in his essay, “Caught in Another s

" Dream in Bosnia,” writes of the U.S. and European gov-
ernments and media’s “ideological mystification” (p.-

234). “The logic is therefore ultimately the same as that
of metaracism...the support of ‘ethnic cleansing’ under
the guise of its opposite, the distance of an impartial ob-
server.” (p. 234) He further recalls “Hegel’s dictum-that
evil does not reside in the object perceived as bad, but in
the innocent gaze which perceives evil all around and
concludes that the truly irrational factor in the Balkans

today is “the gaze of the West, babbling about archalc :

ethnic passions.” " (p. 239)

This ideological mystification became the basis for the '

Vance-Owen plan to partition Bosnia into “‘ethnic can-

‘tons” in 1993. It also left the door open for the govern-
ment of Croatia under Franjo Tudjman to start engaging’

in its own campaign of territorial annexation and ethnic

cleansing in Bosnia-Herzegovina in the spring of 1993. It

is still used to justify the U.S. and European govern-
ments’ refusal to lift the arms embargo, leaving the
Bosnian population without the means to defend them-
selves against genocide.

To move to. the real roots of the war, Slavoj Zizek
views the rise of neo-fascist nationalism in Serbia in the

‘context of the post-Cold War world and the failure of the =

crumbling “new world order” of free market capitalism

. to offer an alternative to humanity: ‘‘Hegel said thatthe -
“moment of victory of a political force.is the very moment
of its splitting. The recent deadlocks of the triumphant -
hbera}-democratrc new wor]d order’ seems to endorse

fully thmwew ” (p. 235)

szek, Jvan Banac and Branka Magas all argue that
the rise of rabid nationalism in Serbia was the product of
the Communist- rulers’ ‘attempt to maintain their hold
on power by “putting on nationalist clothes” in face of
the crumbling of their regimes in a period of immense
social, economic and political crises-in the 1980s.

Branka Magas’ Destruction of Yugoslavia examines
this question in greater detail in discussing Left dissi-
dent inte}lectuals from the journal Praxis International,
most specifically the role of the former Marxist phllOSO-
pher Mihailo Markovic in supported Milesevic’s aim of .
creating an ethnically pure *“Greater Serbia.” -

-As early as-1981, when the Belgrade govemment of .
Yugoslama attacked youth demonstrators in the autono-

. mous province of Kosovo and placed them under martial

law, Praxis was shamefully quiet. In January of 1986,

- members of the editorial board of Praxis signed a peti-

tion along with 200 other intellectuals, priests and army
officers, calling for: 1) abolishing the autonomous status "

‘of Kosgvo and Vojvodina, 2) making Serbo-Croatian the

official language throughout the Republic of Serbia, and
3) expelﬁng all Albanian immigrants. (p. 52)

Later in 1986, Markovic co-authored the now infa-
mous Memorandum of the Serbian Academy of Arts and
Sclences, which became the blueprint for the Milosevic.-
regime’s nightmare of a ‘“Greater Serbia.” In 1992, fol-

~ lowing this total betrayal of Mamsm, Markovic became

Milosevic’s vice president.
In a.1986 response, Magas had called this astonishing

‘alignment ‘of Praxis editors with narrow nationalism a’

“complete break with the political and philosophic tradi-
tion represented by the journal.”” She continued, ‘“There
has been a somewhat disingenuous feeling that the Par-
ty has betrayed them and a search for alternative
ideologic shores.” In the aforementioned petition, the
word socialism appears not once. (pp. 52-53)

Magas demonstrates that in face of continuing work-
ers’ strikes and mass discontent in the former Yugoslav-

“ia, many Leftist intellectuals were turning away from de-

veloping socialism as an alternative to free market capi-
talism. Unfortunately, Magas herself expresses nostalgia -
for the “system of socialist ‘self-management” under '
Tito, instead of challenging Tito’s distortion of Marxism

" and the alienation under his state-capitalist regime.

Nevertheless, her discussion of the transformation |
into opposite of Balkan “‘socialist humanists,” and their
responsibility for the rise of neo-faseist natlonahsm is
very: important It shows how deep the retrogression of -
the Left in the 1980s has been and how deadly the philo-
sophikz void in the Left’s articulation of an emancipatory
vxsxon rooted in Marx s Marmsm has become
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. § by Jim Guthne
“Noﬁung has changed since Nelson Mandela became

president,” was the verdict of a group of homeless Black

South African youth who were staying up all night
around a fire to keep from freezing within blocks of the

- African National Congress’s (ANC) national headguar-

ters. The reporter who spent the night talking to young
people on the streéts of Johannesburg did not have a

- hard time finding evidence to support this view.

From the overcrowded homeless shelters -filled with
street kids, to the unemployed youth who complain that
they will be too exhausted to look for work the next day
beeause their unheated flats are too-cold to sleep in, to
the 17-year-old who will attend high school in Soweto af-

ter: stoically staying up all night guarding a hawker’s -

stand to eke out a living, we can see how the material
conditions that Black South African youth’ are facing
three months after the AN C’s historic landslide electlon
vittory remain unchanged.

Over 57% of young Blacks in South Africa are unem-
ployed; 29% of them live in shacks or huts; only 36% of
themi live in homes with running water; and only 47% of
them have electricity. Over a million young Blacks never

go to high school, Young Black women are even more

likely to be unemployed or not finish high school than
young Black men.’ .
It is out of these objective conditions that the impa-
tlence ‘of so many Black youth with adult *“‘leadership”
is emerging. This division came out in the open for the.

‘world to see last year after Chris Hani, a popular leader

among the youth, was agsassinated. Thousands of angry

" youth battled the police outside the stadium where his
funeral was held, and ANC general-secretary Cyril Ram-
- aphosa denounced the youth as “agent provocateurs.”

The ‘election itself became a source of youth dissent

when the voting age was set at 18 by the transitional

government. As Thabo Mthandi, 17, a member of the |

Congress of South African Students put it, “Students
sacrificed their lives across years in the struggle, but

now ‘we're not allowed a.voice in the choice of govern-
ment.” Mandela was practically alone among the ANC
leadership to recognize this and advocated the lowering
of the voting age to 14.

The refusal of the ANC’s leadership to lower the vot-

Generation.” As Hein Marais, who has argued in sup-
port of this generatlon, put it: “In the imaginations and
rhetoric of progressives, youth have ‘mutated’ from he-
roes (Young Lions) into victims (Save the Children) into
the demons (Lost Generation) of today.” (‘“The Young

‘Barbarians,” Work In Progress, July/August 1993).

For American youth, like myself, who were quite lit-

“erally moved to the idea of revolution by the contempo-

rary actions of our peers in South Africa, learning of
this ideological attack is almost as poignant as hearing
ahout: the endless massacres our sisters and brothers

were forced to endure Here we thought this ““lost gen-

- ing age must be seen in the context of a larger ideological -
.assault on South African youth of the ’90s as a “Lost

South Afnca youth at crossroads

eration” nonsense was only being applied to us!

That this rhetoric is nonsense is clear if you listen to
the youth themselves, and just what adults are saying
about them. Mlame Mothe, 16, a member of the Pan Af-
rican Congress’ youth wing made it clear that his gener-.
ation could easily go back to its methods of direct revolt
against the new government, but it would not be because
they are “lost” or “untameable.” “Without land re-
form,”. he said as an example, ‘‘we cannot start out

fresh. And that is what the youth are watching for, the. |
issue our forefathers struggled for in the three centuries

since the land was taken from us.”

Yét one should not be under the delusion that this .

generation in the '90s is the same as the youth of the

Soweto Uprising of 1976, or even the struggles of the

'80s. The anti-apartheid leadership, and not the youth
themselves, should be held responsible for the degree to -
which today’s youth have been margmnhzed from mean-

Shanty town outside Cape Town, South Africa.

ingful participation in the freedom struggle. S
This can be seen in how the needed uprooting of the

--apartheid regime was almost entirely dumped on the

backs of the masses with the youth seen as the “cutting

edge,” and in how quickly the youth were pushed aside

once state-power was in sight. In both cases the mobili-
zation of the youth has been viewed primarily as a force.

They were “heroes” when their desire to tear up apart-
- heid coincided with the ANC’s own political goals.
The consciousness of the young Blacks who helped put

them in power will only be acknowledged as valid as long
as it continues to-conform to the will of the new govern-

ment. In other words, the jobless, landless, homeless,

_poorly educated youth will only continiue to be viewed as
““heroes” to the extent they are willing and able to alien-

ate their consciousness from the revolutmnary move-

ment to uproot-these objective conditions, that is, alien-
ate their self-consciousness from itself. Any move to re-
bel against this alienated existence will lead to them be-
ing branded villains, - N

150th anniversary of Marx’s humamsm

(Continued from page 4)

up” after having long before parted ways with him in the
analysis of the actual world. And yet it is at this fork in
the road of philosophy “as such’’ that he turns to praise

"Hegel for his “insight, expressed within aliehation...into

the actual appropriation of his objective essence through
the destruction of the alienated determination of the ob-
jective world, through its transcendence in its alienated
existence.” (p. 319) After [this] follows his settling of ac-
counts with communism which he praises for transcend-
ing private property, but stresses that it is only after
“transcendence of this mediation” that we w111 have a
truly human society, .

It is as if one watched an actual birth of a new world
concept that finally separates him from all others, no
‘matter how close they had been and no matter how they
had served as transition points {o this totally original
idea; to this new fusion of philosophy and politics, theory
and practloe, that is destined to be known as Marxism.
1t is at its point of origin—so much remains to be
done, Marx will work at it for the next forty years of his
life, but since we have witnessed it ag it emerged rather

than as a finished product, it is worthwhile to tarry an-
other moment, especially since what we are tracing is
the relatmnshlp to Hegel, not only in the 1840s, but af-
ter he became “Marx the economist” of the 1850s, and
“Marx the world revolutionary and head of the Interna-
tional Workingmen’s Association,” culminating in Marx
and the Paris Commune of the 1860s and 1870s, At the
pomt in 1844, when Marxism is first taking shape when
it is still a question of “pure” philosophy, what is the
point that made it possible to transcend also Feuerbach’s
philosophic, contemplative materialism? Marx had, even
when crediting Feuerbach with ‘‘genuine discoveries,”

noted that ‘“Feuerbach regards the negation of the

self, as phﬂosophy which affirms Thﬂology {Transcen-
dentalism) after it had denied it.” But it is necéssary to

member that since. Hegel himsel{’ comprehends that
mmanent in the concept of ‘‘the negation of the
egation” is-“the only truly positive...an act of self-man-
ifestation of all being, to that extent he has discovered,
only the abstract, logical and speculative expression tor
he movement of history.” (p. 305)

. Now it is this ‘“movement of history”” that Marx never
et go of, not only because that was to be the body and

LY

megation only as the contradiction of philosophy with it-

[been] transcended so- that reason itself lives

soul of lus phllosophy, but because, even within the
strict confines of ““the old philosophy,”’ Hegel had discov-
ered a dialectic which, as he will tell us even as the au-
thor of Capital, is the “source of all dialectic.”® No mat-
ter how sharp the divergence, the dialectic will remain
“the truth”’ of all movement so long as we live in an an-
.tagonistic, in a class society. Throughout the rest of the
essay...he hits at and laughs at the “absorption of objec-
tivity” but limited to thought, “transcendence of alien-
ation” which finds itself back “at home”’ though this is
an insane, irrational “home” which...is supposed to have
“as
unreason.” Marx keeps reminding himself that ‘“‘from
the very nature of the activity of philosophy Hegel
knows what all other philosophers have done...They
have conceived of particular moments of Nature and of
human life as moments of self-consciousness.” (p. 310)
Hegel has “collected them and, instead of a determinate
abstraction, has created the abstraction of its entire
range as the ob,]ect of the critical philosophy.” (p. 323)

But the promise that “further down we will develop
the logical content of absolute negativity” (p. 321) was
not fulfilled as the essay remains unfinished, What he
had, however, done—and to this day this is precisely
-what established Communism fears as its main en-
emy-is to show this absolute negativity at work on the
very opposition both to Hegel and the actual capitalistic
world, on communism, the transcendence of private
property itself, overcoming this transcendence as well
in order to create a truly human world, ‘“positive Hu-
manism, beginning from itself”...

None can match this vision. And none can reduce it to ’

‘their particular brand of Philistinism and/or power com-
plex: It isn't a question of “provmg” that Marx never

jettisened this Humanist vision by “qucting” Capital to

show that the reign of freedom; too, begins only after the
realm of necessity: “Beyond it begins that development
of human power which is its own end...”” It is that they
jettisoned the whole of Marxism, beginning with its very
first appearance and not ending with the “mature’ Cap-
ital until it was transfotnled into its opposite...

6. Capital, Vol. I P 654 fin., Charles H. Kerr edition {p. 744
Vintage/Pelican edltmn]

7. Capital, Vol. HL., p. 954-955, Charles M. Kerr edxtlon [p
959, Vintage/Pelican edmon] A

l Stalinism warmed over I

Chlcago—-There were about 600 registered partici-

s in last weekend’s “founding convention” of the
Commlttees of Correspondence (CoC). These seemed to
include everyone from old Stalinists and Trotskyists in
search of a rejuvenated Left, to college age youth who
wanted their campus organizations to remain indepen-
dent of Old Left parties, to one man who said that Shoe-

-maker-Levy Nine crashing into Jupiter was Heaven's re-

action to the death of the great Kim Il Sung! »
There was a lot of talk about new “democracy’’ in the
movement. The CoC began as a split from the Commu-
nist Party, USA, so they could sure use some of that, but
much of it was belied by what happened at the second af-
ternoon’s “Peace and Solidarity™ session. When a young
feminist introduced a resolution to lift the arms embargo
on Bosnia and to oppose the partition of that country as
eo-apartheld it was tabled without discussion.
In fact, the chair refused even to read the resolution
out loud, saying that it couldn’t be discussed because it

~ vonld be controversial. Most of those present had no

problem with this, while others were reminded of Kaf-
ka, but overall it raised questions about what the “ha- -
man rights” the CoC claims to support are going to
mean to them. In this case, it looked like the same old

/ ‘defense of Sta.limsm expectad from the Communist Par-

Thls was the light in which Angela Davis’ keynove
speech at that evening’s rally had to be seen. Davis her-
self has a history of uncritical support of Stalinism,
showh most clearly in her refusal to sign the appeal of
imprisoned Czech dissident Jiri Pelikan, after she herself

‘had been freed from prison aided by international ap-

peals. There was no criticism in her speech of the “so-
cxahst states” or explanation of the downfall of Commu-
nism in Russia and East Europe, nor did ghe mention
‘the defining moment in recent U.S. history, the Los An- -

" _geles rebellion. Rather, there was an effort to refocus

ideology—a common theme throughout the week-
end—by claiming that the demonization of minority
youth and welfare mothers had replaced anti-Commu-
nism as the bourgeoisie’s ruling ideology.

While these attacks are certainly real and must be re-
sisted by all means, it is just as certain that they have -
deeper roots than a simple response to the end of the
Cold War, as Angela Davis should well know. So her
speech sounded like just one more way. to avoid facing
the Left’s history. Tn failing to mention the L. A. rebel-
Yion, she also avoided dealing with the revolutionary sub-
jectivity of the oppressed ghe claxms to champion.

—-Gerard Emmett
o

Chicago—At the CoC conference there was a great
contradiction and contrast between Marx’s Marxism and
post-Marx Marxism. One example is the voting proce-
dures on issues discussed at the conference.

When a vote was proposed on whether or not to hear

a resolution denouncing the genocide in Bosnia, I over-

"heard one man say, “We haven’t talked about Bosnia m
two years, why should we talk about it now?""

The general consensus was that non-party members
should not speak but that they could vote. 1 was really
shocked when the vote was taken to table the motion,

" party members whipped out red cards which they carried

inside of name tags. They held these cards.in hands high
in the air, as if to declare the party has spoken!

When the second vote was taken to listen to the reso-
lution, nearly the same amount of hands went up. How-
ever, only a few of these voters had red cards. The medi-
ator said it 'was obvious that the majority feels that Bos-

nia should not be discussed at an ‘“international peace

and solidarity meeting.”

What came to my mind was the second part of the
Communist Manifesto where Karl Marx states, “Com-
munists do not form a separate party opposed to other
working-class parties....They do not set up any sectarian
principles of their own, by which to shape and mold the -
proletarian movement.” These people called themselves
“‘communists’’and they claimed to be working towards
the socialism which Marx described. What a contradic- -
tion! What a contrast to Marx’s Marxism!’ = . —Christine

“‘No illusions of reform’

"'San Francisco—I've become a lot more active in
the youth community here, particularly because of writ-
ing about Mission High and because things are heating

‘up for youth in the city. Even people I never thought

would become politically active are starting to have an

" opinion. I think it’s because life’s getting really hard
-here, what with curfew, MATRIX's policé crackdown on

homeless and poor people, and budget cuts. People are
starting to get it in their heads that writing to your sena-
tor just ain’t gonna change things.
" I recently attended a conference put on by the ACLU ‘
for youth called “Say What? An ACLU Celebration of
Freedom of Speech.” All youth were ta]kmg about was
how we don’t have freedom of speech.

The lawyers who were: babysitting us kept saying,

"\“Well girls and boys, why don’t we just problem- solve

that. You could write to your congressperson, and then
the President if that doesn’t work.” Yeah right. As if

_Clinton cares what some 14-year-old ghetto kid thinks! A

lot of the youth at that conference were straight up.
They know what’s up. No illusions of reform there.

Youth are getting more radical too. I walked in on this
discussion some kids were having in my homeroom.
They were talking about how society treats us. Then one
girl pipes up with, “Well, that’s why we need a revolu-
tion.”" And everyone agreed with her and went on to talk

‘about how we could avoid becomi mg like Russia did! ,
: —Lynn Hailey
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by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes
While the three major parties in Mexico’s Aung. 21

- presidential election are campaigning heavily, an earlier

poll indicated that nearly one-third of the Mexican peo-

- ple do not expect a fair election. Other polls have claimed

a close race between the ruling PRI (Institutional Revo-
lutionary Party) and the rightist PAN (National Action
Party), with the left PRD (Democratic Revalutionary
Party) trailingboth. ~ = o :

The biggest challenge to the 65 years of one-party rule
by PRI has been the Chiapas revolt and the unrest it un-
leashed throughout Mexico. The logsening of the ruling
party’s grip on power will mean even more fraud and
violence in the elections. : ‘

Most recently, the PRD candidate for governor of
‘Chiapas, Amado Avendano, was seriously injured July 25
when his car was run off the road by a truck. Supporters
say they have no doubt it was an attempt to kill him or-
ganized by PRI Avendano, whose family publishes a
newspaper- in San Cristobal, had expressed sympathy
with the aims of the Chiapas revolt and later met with

- Zapatista leaders before declaring his candidacy in May. -

.- The rulers may think they have bottled up ‘the revolt
in Chiapas ‘by surrounding the area in which the
Zapatistas are headquartered. But the movement begun
in Chiapas is seeking new allies.

: ®

. _-Editor’s note: We received the following from Yan
Maria in Mexico City who was allowed into the “neutral
_ territory” of Chiapas in June-July. She stayed in the

Zapatista camp and spoke with men and women soldiers. -

Zapatistas and other residents of Chiapas have cleared
away an area of Chiapan jungle and are constructing an

~ Bosnia sold out again

On July 30, the so-called Bosnia Contact Group~—
composed of the U.S., Russia, Germany, France and
Britain—voted once again to do virtually nothing in the
face of the intransigence of the chauvinist Serbian lead-
ership in Bosnia, the very group which has been respon-
sible for three years of genocide; rape and ‘“ethnic
cleansing,” and whose leaders have been singled out by
human rights groups as war criminals.

" Thus ended with a whimper a much-ballyhooed Great

-~ Power “ultimatum” demanding that the Serbian chau-

vinists (Serbs were less than 30% of the population of
prewar Bosnia) agree to. pull back to 49% of Bosnian ter-

~Fitory and that the multi-ethnic Bosnian government

keep only the other 51%. The Bosnian government
agreed reluctantly to this apartheid-type ethnic partition

plan which would have ratified much of the past “ethnic

cleansing,” but the Serbian chauvinists refused. In the

_ days Jeading up to July 30, Serbian forces began to tight-

en the siege of Sarajevo, killed a British soldier and is-
sued bellicose threats of a bloodbath.

On the ground, some Bosnian freedom fighters ex-

pressed relief that the plan had collapsed. They feel that

- the pressure of public opinion, especially in the U.S. and

. France, will force an eventual lifting of the arms embar-

go on Bosnia. Its lifting will permit them to fight more

effectively for their own liberation. (See book review on
page 10.) :
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Future of Mexico on eve of elections

auditorium and living facilities for an estimated 4-5,000
-visitors expected between Aug. 6-9. Starting over a -

month ago, the EZLN (Zapatistas) began sending out
calls to marginalized sectors of Mexico’s“‘civilian” popu-
lation inviting them to meet among themselves in prepa-

" ration for a national non-party, non-governmental politi-

cal convention. .

So labor organizations, women’s groups, networks of
land “squatters,”. youth groups, peasants, indigenous
groups and representatives of gay and lesbian organiza-

tions from every state in Mexico have been invited to -

send representatives to the convention bringing their
own lists of demands to be incorporated into a formal set
of demands to be presented publically after the conven-
tion. This is the first such convention since 1910 when
the Mexican Revolution attempted a democratic resclu-
tion to the country’s many inequities.

According to subcomandante Marcos, “We have not
threatened (the government, the military) in any way.

We are willing to work things out peacefully but it is ap-

parent (with the approach of more and more. military
personnel in areas surrounding the Zapatista camps)
that the military sees things differently.

The two fundamental demands which will be an-
nounced after the convention are: 1) the construction ¢
a pluralistic, transitional government emanating from
the will of the people, and 2) the creation of a new Mexi-
can constitution expressing the people’s heartfelt needs.

This convention is being seen as an organism to give

“voice to the needs of the people of Mexico, and is part of

- Death of Kim Il Sung

Kim II Sung, who constructed a Stalinist state-capital-
ist regime in North Korea which seemed to be an exag-
gerated form even of the term “totalitarian,” left power
upon his death in July to his son Kim Jong I, in what
has been termed the world’s first Communist monarchy.
" Kim Jong Il surely faces competition from rivals for
power, some of whom may advocate different policies to-
ward the masses at home, toward South Korea or toward
the various powers interested in Korea—from the U.S.
to Japan, and from Russia to China. Neither the domes-

tic nor the international situation is without risks. A

year ago, the Washington Post reported food riots. There
are undoubtedly hopes for change simmering from be-
low, hopes which will certainly feel at least some encour-
agement today, in the wake of the death of their tyranni-
cal “Great Leader.”

In South Korea as well, the masses are not to be dis-

cpunted. Labor revolt continues there, with two occupa- -
- tion strikes in the auto industry taking place in June and

with much popular disillusionment at the refusal of the
South Korean regime to allow any of its citizens to at-
tend Kim’s funeral. So far, Kim Jong Il has shown at
least one instance of political astuteness, greatly embar-
rassing the South Korean leaders with his open invita-
tion to southerners to attend that funeral at a time when
sentiment for Korean reunification is running strong.
Kim Jong I! commands one of Asia’s largest armies,

whose missiles can now reach Japan, and which may or -

may not have nuclear weapons. Few observers believe
that North Korea’s military-police-party regime can con-
tinue in its present form for very much longer, but even
fewer doubt its ability to strike out with great destruc-
tive power against perceived internal or external threats.

the Zapatistas’ civil resistance to change the status—not
only of the Chiapan indigenous population “who. have
inherited the idea that these lands are theirs and must .
be returned’’—but of the Mexicans throughout the coun-
try who, as Marcos points out, have been very supportive
of the Zapatista movement. The results of the elections
will give an indication of whether or not the government
is taking them seriously. If not, the Zapatistas are.pre-
pared to defend themselves. - o

SOUTH AFRICAN grocery clerks from the militant
Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers Union
strutk for higher wages in mid-July and were at- -
tacked by police with snarling dogs and rubber bul-
lets, In six months around the April election of Nel-
son Mandela, 1.2 million days of workers’ time were
devoted 'to strikes. “It’s our turn to be treated as hu-
man beings,” said a Black woman textile worker.

- Attacks on East Timor

In mid-July, Indonesian soldiers brutally dispersed a
rally of 500 youth in Indonesian-occupied East Timor.
They were protesting an earlier incident in which sol-

. diers ffom Indonesia’s predominantly Muslim army had

desecrated communion wafers at a Roman Catholic

" Church in Dili, the capital. Most Timorese are Catholic.

Their leftist revolution upon gaining independence from
_Portugal in the 1970s was soon crushed by an Indone-
sian invasion, and resistance has continued since despite
the massacre of hundreds of thousands by the Indone-
sian military. - .
In June in Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia, several
days of street protests followed the decision by the long-
‘ruling military-dominated Suharto government to shut
down three popular new magazines, This occurred soon
after one of them had publicized high-level corruption.
Protesters took to the strests on several occasions and,
on June 27 hundreds were attacked by police who beat
them with rattan canes. Many prominent. intellectuals
have been involved in these protests, while a retired gen-
eral, Harris Nasution, has also criticized the bannings. -

. . |
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I ~ British political climate l i
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Oxford, England—Just in the last few weeks, the |
- British political climate has pereeptibly changed. Elee-
tions for local government, the European elections and a
series of parliamentary by-elections all showed a collapse.
of the Conservative vote, In part this is hecause the To-
ries have been tarnished by a series of scandals: arms
deals with Iraq, Indonesia and Malaysia and sexual scan-
dals just when they were promoting their *“Back to Ba-
_ sics” campaign on traditional morality. S
- Also, in part, it results from the deep unpopularity. of]
the government imposing Value Added Tax on domestic
heating. More generally, there seems to be a spread of]
disillusionment with new right “free market” ideology
that now includes sections of the middle class who previ-
* ously approved. This shakeup of employment has been
8o ‘widespread that middle managers also feel threatd
ened. : . o

The most significant difference between Labour and
Conservatives seems to be their policies on employment.
Labour is committed to a minimum wage and a 48-hou
maximum legal working week (as per the Social Chapte
of the Maastricht Treaty). Prime Minister Major attack
these modest -proposed workers’ rights, claiming thay
they would “destroy British jobs” by letting them be un
dercut by international competition.

Labour counters (correctly) that Major is intent on
sweatshop ecotomy. Labour asserts that it is-possible t
have a “high wager/high skills” economy, supported b
government training programmes. This depends on on
highly unrealistic assumption—that capital will have t
capacity to employ large numbers of skilled workers.

Over the past four weeks, 4,600 railway signal worke
have been tuaking strike action every Wednesday. Strik
have been few and far between (and successful strik
very rare indeed) in recent years, following the bitter d
feats of the 1980s. The signal workers have been driv
into this one by the outrageous behavior of the Tory go
ernment. ' ’ :

‘The employer, Railtrack, had made an offer of 5.7
but the government, which has decided to hold do
public sector pay, got Railtrack to withdraw it. Railtra
~is one of the businesses into which British Rail has b
split in preparation of privatisation. This illustrates t
nature of state-capitalism today-—not a question of o
ership, which is increasingly privatised, but the state i

“tervening in the economy. —Richard Bun




