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A worker
remembers
Pear| Harbor f

by Felix Martin, Labor Editor

Fifty years ago 1 was a sailor in the U.S. Navy on the
ship, the USS Vestal, at Pearl Harbor. The American
capitalist news media has made such a big deal about
the 50th anniversary of the Japanese attack that I want
to state what it means to me—as a worker and as some-
one who almost lost his life that December day.

Since Dec. 7, 1941 we’ve been told to “Remember
Pear] Harbor,” the same as our grandparents before us
remembered the Maine, remembered the Alamo. It is a
rallying cry for American workers and the poor to arm

. themselves to protect American capitalism and to help

expand capitalism throughout the world.

When I try to remember my part in Pearl Harbor, it
seems a really bad dream. On Saturday, the day before,
we had had the Admiral’s inspection of the entire fleet,

- and that left all of us sailors pleased and tired. Dec. 7,

- 1941 began by having an extra 30 minutes to sleep, hke

we did every Sunday.

“THIS IS NOT A DRILL”

After breakfast I went down to the deck below to the
mess hall to read. I had been there just a few minutes
when the boatswain’s mate sounded General Quarters
alarm: “This is not a drill. Man your battle stations.”
The first bomb hit our ship. It came through the mess
hall, killing the chief master-at-arms.

I ran out, and as I crossed the well deck, a plane

 strafed us. The red tracers hit and jumped back into the

U

air, spinning and dancing before my eyes. Then I en-
tered a long passageway leading to the aft part of the
ship and to my gun station. As I came out of the pas-
sageway, another bomb hit the ship and exploded in the
carpenter’s shop bhelow.

The next thing I remember was when the fighting

| was ending. [ remember seeing blood on the shells, and

we were trying to find out where the blood was coming
from. Our third shell man had lost his fingers. He was
only 17 years old. We were issued rifles, and we went
into the cane fields, dug fox holes and waited for the in-
vasion that never came.

Forty-four months later the war ended, but the big
change in my attitude didn’t come until the Korean
War. I was sent to a ship moored in Japan. I went there
to get it back into commission, and I was in charge of a

(continued on page 3)

A Chinese feminist speaks

Crises in labor and Black movements
compel new philosophic beginnings

by Michael Connolly

Throughout the month of Novem-
ber, news of the ever-deepening eco-
nomic-crisis in the U.S. and its im-
pact on workers’ lives vied with news
of the latest outbursts of racism
against Black Americans for the
headlines in the daily newspapers.
Whether one looks at the soaring
number of jobless workers or the
continuing decline in the standard of
living of those fortunate enough to
still be working, whether one focuses
on the David Duke campaign in Loui-
siana or the racism stage-managed
from the White House, whether one
considers the eroding \power of the
unions or the appointment of Clar-
ence Thomas to the Supreme Court,
it is clear that the retrogression in|
this country has reached new depths |
as we enter this presidential-election |
year.

At the same time, the sudden pre- .
cipitous drop in George Bush’s stand-
ing in the polls has nothing to do

Workers at Delta Pride walked the picket line for three months until
company agreed to raise wages and improve safety.

with any challenge offered by the

Democrats and everything to do with the fact that mil-
lions of workers, Blacks, women and youth are refusing
to accept the Administration’s vision of this
retrogressionist present as their permanent future. For
all of us the urgent question is: how do we develop this
refusal into a movement for a human society? How do
we alter the terms of the struggle at a moment when
Bush is seeking to impose his ‘“new world order,” not
only abroad, but at home?

AN ECONOMY IN DISARRAY

The need for such a movement has never been clear-
er. In November the official number of jobless jumped
to 8.6 million, with nearly 500,000 new unemployment
claims filed each week. Even conservative economists
admitted that this is understated. The real jobless total,
with so-called “discouraged” workers and “involuntary
part timers” added in, has now reached over 15 mil-
lion.

Nor is the crisis confined to any one region. In rural

Thoughts on collapse of Russian Communism

Editor’s note: The dissident whose writing we present be-
low has previously written critigues of the ruling regime in
China (See News & Letters, Aug.-Sept. 1989.)

The recent developments in the Soviet Union are
rather disturbing, mainly because of the desperation
shown by the “reformists” to negate the nation’s histo-
ry (particularly the October Revolution) and to embrace
the U.S. as a savior.

It was disturbing to see the ‘“‘radical” population in
Leningrad welcome back a past autocracy, as if the Czar
had ever granted happiness to the majority of the popu-
lace. It was also disturbing to hear the foreign minister
of the Russian Republic praising the White House for
being the ‘“heart of the democracy,” whereas this
“heart of democracy” at the beginning of this year di-
rected a massive slaughter in the Middle East for North
American interests. This “heart of democracy” has not
ceased in issuing commands toward the promotion of its
hegemony over the world.

WHETHER THE RUSSIAN’S tribute to the

-autocracy and the Bush administration was a genuine

or strategic move, it is clear that neither will bring the
country out of crisis. The crisis is not merely economic.
It is more a crisis of identity, which is closely related to
ideology; the revolutionary, socialist consciousness that
had emerged around the turn of the century has gone.

Many have announced that the collapse of the totali-
tarian regimes in Eastern Europe and the crisis of the
Soviet Union marked the defeat of socialism and Marx-
ism. Indeed, Western governments and major political
parties could not wait to celebrate the triumph of capi-
talism, although what the above events provided was no
more than justifications for the systems at home. The
breakdown of Eastern European totalitarian regimes
can serve as propaganda materials and a temporary res-
cue for systems that are struggling to survive them-
selves, but it certainly cannot save the crumbling West
from its own deep trouble.

The danger that emerged from the fall of the East-

ern European regimes is that it has created an illu-
sion of a failed Marxism, The world now is being di-
rected by those who announced the failure of Marx-
ism. The fact is they are only seeking the implemen-
tation of another totalitarianism—the totalitarian-
ism of capitalism,

The world has been told by Western media, the gov-
ernments, major political parties, and recently the Rus-
sian ‘“‘reformers,” that there is no alternative, and that
capitalism—best represented by the Bush, Major and
Mulroney administrations and their- big corporation
sponsors—is the only correct path to an ideal world.
Such an effort simply reminds us of Marx’s analysis on
the ‘“‘ruling class” and “ruling ideas’: in order to main-
tain its rule, the ruling class must “represent its inter-
ests as the common interest of all members of society,
that is, expressed in ideal form: it has to give its ideas
the form of universality, and represent them as the only
rational, universally valid ones.”

TO AVOID THIS trap we should return to genu-
ine Marxism, which neither the Russians nor the Chi-
nese have much an idea of, for the ruling groups in
these countries have never really tried to implement the
theory as developed by Marx. As a result the people are
fed up with the official versions.

Many Westerners are not acquainted with Marxism,
for Marxism has been deliberately distorted by those
who call themselves liberals. Its very revolutionary spir-
it, its penetrating power of social analysis scares them.

It is certainly unwise to throw away Marxism before
we really grasp it. In fact, to discard Marxism is tanta-
mount to a total surrender to totalitarianism, which is
what all ruling classes, both in the East and West, have
been trying to achieve. While Marxism may not provide
all answers to our questions today, it can at least break
the newly formed totality of capitalism and offer hope
for genuine democracy. It will not be long before the
people in the Eastern European countries as well as in
the Soviet Union wake from the illusion of capitalism.

Maine so mahy are out of work that a barter economy
not seen there since the 1930s has now sprung
up—firewood for auto repairs. In inner city Detroit wel-
fare recipients thrown out on the street when the state
cut all General Assistance have created a tent city called
“Engler.” In Monterey County, Cal., migrant workers
are living in hand-dug caves just ten miles from the
ritzy Pebble Beach golf course.

The press may have just discovered the economic
crisis; workers have seen it coming all through the
giddy whirl of 1980s Reaganomics. The hard fact is
that ever since the economic crisis of 1974.75 the
standard of living of American workers has been-in
decline. The average manufacturing worker’s real
wages in 1991 are nearly 30% less than they were at
the start of the 1970s.

The numbers are staggering. No less than 24 million
Americans now depend on food stamps to eat. At least
37 million have no health insurance whatsoever. Wel-
fare benefits nationally have fallen 40% in real dollars.
since 1970.

In short, it was not only the Russian economy that
was bankrupted by the Reagan-led nuclear arms race of
the 1980s. That arms race is being paid for, again and
again, by the working class.

Yet, at such a momient of crisis and in the face of the
continuing corporate-government assault on the work-
ing class, what we are witnessing now is organized labor
in disarray. Barely 14% of U.S. non-supervisory workers
today belong to unions; AFL-CIOQ campaigns to “organ-
ize the unorganized” are barely managing to keep that
figure from dropping still further. Where in the 1980s
private sector unions signed ‘“concessions” contracts,
reducing wages and benefits and endangering health
and safety, the 1990s have already seen the “conces-
sions”’ offensive hit home against public sector work-
ers—the one segment of the union movement that grew
in the 1980s.

The source of the dlsarray in the union movement
isn’t workers’ ‘‘backwardness” or their alleged unwill-
ingness to fight. The long sirikes at Rainfair in Wiscon-
sin and Caterpillar in Illinois underline workers’ crea-
tivity and determination.

So deep, however, is the present structural crisis of
capitalism and so disoriented are all the would-be lead-
ers of the workers—whether ‘“business unionists” or
“radicals” —that much more than a willingness to fight
is needed. There is no way to create a new movement
that includes both workers now in unions and those left
out, and thereby challenge Bush’s “new world order,”
80 long as we remain within its mental confines.

THE HISTORIC-PHILOSOPHIC CONTEXT

A new beginning—whether for the labor movement or.
(continued on page 10)
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Woman as Reason

by Laurie Cashdan

Patricia Hill Coilins’ Black Feminist Thought (Bos-
ton, 1990) especially appealed to me when I saw its sub-
title, “Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of

-Empowerment,” because it projects the need to unite

Black feminist thought with activism. Likewise, I was
impressed with the book’s emphasis on reclaiming the
“subjugated knowledge” of ordinary Black women.

Indeed, Collins begins by invoking Maria Stewart’s
1831 question, ‘“How long shall the fair daughters of Af-
rica be compelled to bury their minds and talents be-
neath a load of iron pots and kettles?”” The goal of Black
feminist thought, Collins says, is not to raise conscious-
ness, but to stimulate resistance by rearticulating wom-
en’s thinking about everyday experiences. Her unique
contribution to that project is developing an Afrocentric
feminist epistemology.

‘SUBJUGATED KNOWLEDGE’

Part I, “The Social Construction of Black Feminist
Thought,” outlines “‘the dialectic of oppression and ac-
tivism.” Key to Black women’s survival and resistance,
Collins says, is self-consciousness which combats the
suppression of knowledge by dominant groups. The “pe
culiar angle of vision” Black women have as “outsiders-
within” white American society constitutes a ‘“‘subjugat-
ed knowledge,” which needs rearticulation by Black
feminist intellectuals.

Part II, “Core Themes in Black Feminist Thought,”
explores* work, motherhood, sexuality, activism, self-
definition, and “controlling images.”” Here Collins inter-
weaves women workers’ reflections on their experiences
with the writings of intellectuals—including blues sing-
ers’ lyrics and wonderful quotes from domestic workers
and community activists who sharply critique not only
racist employers but also narrow-minded white femi-
nists and Black male activists.

However, when Collins develops her original ideas
about Afrocentric feminist epistemology in Part 11,
a disturbing duality emerges between her theory
and the women she has been guoting. She argues
that her epistemology challenges the “Eurocentric
masculinist knowledge validation process.” Positiv-
ist Western thought, in which she unfortunately in-
cludes Marxism, creates supposedly “scientific,” “ob-
jective” generalizations about reality. This process
distances the (white, male) academic from his
(Black, female) subject, devalues ethics and values
important to Black women, and prefers debate to
dialogue.

To this ‘“‘either/or dichotomous thinking” she coun-
ter-poses the ‘both/and” knowledge of Black feminist
thought, which she says is found in Afrocentric and
women'’s communities. This thought values experience
as a basis for knowledge, dialogue over debate, an ethic
of caring in the community, and personal accountability
of writers.

But what, I was left asking, happened to all the
tremendously prescient critiques Collins has been
quoting for 200 pages? The most unique aspect of
those voices was the challenge they posed to contra-
dictions within women’s and Black organizations.

Now we are confronted with an uncritical discussion
of the institutions—community, family, and church—we
just heard critiqued by Maria Stewart chiding her sis-
ters for “bury [ing] their minds and talents”; by Aretha
Franklin demanding of her man ‘“a little respect when
you come home”; by Septima Clark challenging the
male leaders of the Southern Christian Leadership Con-

Nurses: ‘universal energy’

New York, N.Y.—On Nov. 15 more than 100
nurses attended a conference in Pennsylvania organized
by Local 1199, the health care workers’ union. The pur-
pose was to prepare in advance for a hard struggle next
year in negotiating a new contract.

I was appointed to be the reporter for two workshops,
each lasting about 90 minutes. They included 20 health
care workers, mostly nurses. We spoke about our daily
working lives—what we do and what we think of it.

Despite all the particulars in our various situa-
tions, we came to similar conclusions. Nurses do ev-
erything. And by doing so, we become the “fall guys”
for doctors and administrators. We bridge gaps be-
tween patients and the other health workers, and
between patients and their families. It’s like every-
body’s problems are our problems. We are decision-
makers, constant teachers, surrogate family, law-en-
forcers, dieticians, and in the forefront of identify-
ing and tracking communicable diseases.

One nurse, who came from India, said, “We share
with individuals and families birth, in between, and
death, all stages of life. We are the universal energy.”

As in our nursing education, we all found it hard to
define ourselves in one way. Despite all the technology,
we are the ones who give the human touch. We find it
hard to quantify working time, because when you go
home, you are still thinking about your work.

There was a general feeling among the nurses that
only we recognize what we are doing, and wonder is it
good or bad that we do all we do? Dennis Rivera, head
of 1199, on hearing our reports, said the reports were
good, but the nurses were missing the “idea of la-
bor”’ —that there wasn’t much in our reports about “the
labor movement.” I didn’t understand why he said that,
and we didn’t have the chance to discuss it.

—New York nurse

Discussion—review:

“Black Feminist Thought”

ference for keeping women behind the scenes. That
meaning is reburied beneath Collins “rearticulation.”

‘WOMAN AS REASON’

This duality brings front and center the question of
how to comprehend as “Reason of revolution,” in Raya
Dunayevskaya's words, the eonsciousness of Black wom-
en. In trying to move beyond this duality, it is helpful to
look at Dunayevskaya’s Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s
Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, es-
pecially Part Two, “The Women’s Liberation Movement
as Revolutionary Force and Reason.”

Dunayevskaya also begins with Maria Stewart. Here
when we hear Stewart it is to show the emergence of
Women’s Liberation as a live presence, in the same year
as Nat Turner’s slave revolt. Sojourner Truth’s term
“short-minded,” Dunayevskaya tells us, is not just an
epithet but “a new language—the language of
thought—against those who would put any limitations
to freedom.”

Dunayevskaya shows us that in today’s movement,
these Black voices involve revolutionary Reason be-
cause they speak to both the depth of the needed
uprooting of society and the “dual rhythm of revolu-
tion,” which includes the release of “personal free-
dom, creativity and talents.” “In a word,” she writes,
“there must be such appreciation of the movement
from below, from practice, that we never again let
theory and practice get separated.”

Collins’ epistemology takes her far from the revolu-
tionary Reason in the voices she quoted. Her questions
are important; it is crucial to work out the relationship
between ‘“‘knowledge, consciousness and the politics of
empowerment.”” However, a methodology that grasps
the historic legacy of Black women in ongoing struggles
cannot remain external to its Subject without resurrect-
ing a barrier between theory and practice.

Women-
Worldwide
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—News & Letters photo
by Mary Jo Grey

In downtown Chicago, Ill. on Nov. 16, more than 600
angry, determined and very spirited demonstrators
marched for abortion rights. Chanting “We will not
go back!” we demanded safe, legal, funded abor-
tions; no gag rule; no parental consent laws; and
stop the attacks on clinics. The action was planned
by a wide ranging coalition that formed after bour-
geois women’s groups cancelled a planned demon-
stration for fear of alienating legislators,
* %k ¥

The 800 workers at Comtrade Apparels, Ltd, in Bangla-
desh, most of whom are women and children, are in the
streets again fighting a factory lockout—another in a
long history of company attempts to break their Gar-
ment Workers and Employees Unity Council. The work-
ers are demonstrating regularly to demand: 1) investiga-
tion and punishment of bosses who beat two women
workers in October, as well as withdrawal of charges
against the workers, and 2) reopening the factory imme-
diately and reinstating all of the workers.

Information {rom Committee for Asian Women

* * *

The Brigham Young University Committee to Promote
the Status of Women is calling for a male curfew on
that Utah campus after an attack on a young woman
last month. The women are demanding at least “‘one
night a week to walk across our own campus unaccom-
panied and unafraid.”

: * * %
Women in Britain are campaigning to reopen the case of
Kiranjit Ahlawali, a 33-year-old Asian woman convicted
by an all-white, predominantly male jury of killing her
abusive husband after suffering 10 years of violence in
an arranged marriage. Sara Thornton, a battered wom-
an convicted of killing her husband and supported by
Southall Black Sisters, after a three-week hunger strike
and a 5,000-signature petition, was unable to overturn
the ruling of the court that sentenced her to prison
when two days later it acquitted a man who killed his
wife. A London demonstration was held Nov. 23 on In-
ternational Day to End Violence Against Women.

'warker just keeps getting more clients. We can’t stand

The Era of Glasnost
Has Just Begun

by Tatyana Mamonova
Editor’s note: Following are brief excerpts from an exten
sive report sent to us by one of the founders of the Russian
Women’s Movement, the author of Women and Russia. |
Following its publication in 1980, Tatyana Mamonova,
was arrested and sent into exile where she has contm-
ved her work for women'’s liberation.

In March 1991, Dubna, a beautiful town near Mos-
cow, welcomed about 200 women from 48 different!
groups, associations and parties, as well as individuals
f'rom 25 localities. The motto of this Independent Wom-!
en’s Forum was “Democracy minus women is no de-‘
mocracy.”’

Four main themes appeared on its agenda: Women
and politics; Women and the transition to the market
economy; Feminist critics of the totalitarian culture;
and, for the first time in the U.S.S.R., women felt confi-
dent enough to have a session on Women and violence.

Women in the Russia of the 1990s see that socio-
economic, political and cultural discrimination
against them existed in spite of a wonderful consti-
tution. During perestroika thousands of women’s or-
ganizations sprung up around the country

Assessing perspectives for a worsening of the econom-
ic crises and its consequences for women, the Forum in
Dubna accepted the idea of social leadership in politics
and in business.... They are forming a system for teach-
ing necessary skills to women and developing new jobs
for them. They are opposing the stereotypical view of
women’ as sexual objects that escalated with glasnost.
Gender studies are including, finally, the implementa- |
tion of the UN convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women.

In this outburst of independence, women’s organi-
zations pose such gquestions as, “Why is this country, .
which was the first to master the cosmos, unable to
provide women with sanitary napkins or drugs for
labor pain? Why, except for Alexandra Kollontai, in
the 1920s, have there been no women diplomats and,
with the exception of Ekaterina Furtseva in the
19605, no women ministers?”

Women scientists and politicians are warning that So-
viet women may lose the social guarantees (free medical
care and education) which were some of the few positive
aspects of the falling regime.

Boris Yeltsin said he might bring back an old symbol
of Imperial Russian power—the two-headed eagle which
used to appear on the czarist flag. The Russian presi-
dent did say that he would leave off the crown that once
adorned it. People joke: “He only meant to place it on
his own head.”

To the participants of the Independent Forum it is
clear that women are more than mothers and hence
they are pro-choice. They believe that women them-; i
selves ought to be able to decide how they wish to or-
ganize their lives on a basis of equality.... The main con-
cern of the participants during this transition period is
whether women will be able to raise their own voices or
whether they will remain a silent and manipulated so-
cial majority.

County workers revolt

Los Angeles, Cal.-In October and November, Los
Angeles County workers—nurses, librarians, court
clerks, custodians, social workers, parks maintenance
personnel—staged a series of walkouts some organized
by their union, the Service Employees International
Union Local 660 and some spontaneous.

They were protesting County foot-dragging on a new,
decent contract: the County’s initial offer entailed no
pay raise, except for the nurses, and increased pay de-
ductions for parking fees (formerly free) and the con-
tract health plan.

After threatening to call all County workers out
on a one-day “general strike,” the union claimed a
victory “in principle,” when the County agreed to
continue to pay workers’ health benefits. Below are
voices from the picket lines:

From a nurse, a woman from India: “People say
we're greedy for asking for more money, but only if we
earn higher salaries will more nurses be attracted to
work for the County. We earn less than nurses any-
where. There are 1,000 vacancies here, which means
more work for us and poorer care for the patients. We
don’t want promises. We want dignity and respect and
security.”’

From a hospital clerk, a Black woman: “You see our
signs? They say, ‘Fire the $6 Million Man.' We're talk-
ing about County Administrator Richard Dixon. He
spent six million dollars to redecorate his offices. He has
a gold-plated doorknob. The County’s attitude to us is
real arrogant. They don’t seem to realize a person just
can't even live anymore on what they pay.”

From a Social Services worker, a Black man: ’It’s De-
pression that people are feeling—not what the adminis-
fration is saying, a recession that is ‘bottoming out.’

“We're seeing people laid off from auto, from air-
craft. These are people who have contributed to un-
employment insurance, but are not used to asking
for aid. When they find out how little is available to
them, that’s like another kick in the butt.

| “There’s a high level of frustration on both sides. The
system pits people who are trying to help against those
who need help. We need a reduced case load, but each

any longer to work under these conditions,”
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New York, N.Y.—As we go to press, ballots are
being counted in the first direct rank-and-file vote for
Teamsters Union Intérnational officers for the U.S. and
Canada. [ want to explain why, as a freight Teamster, |
-voted for the Ron Carey opposition slate.

All around us our jobs are being done for half pay by
non-union carriers. Drivers and dock workers with
years of seniority start all over again as casuals (shape-
up) with no rights, no steady work, at 85% pay as their
unionized terminals shut down or go non-union. Mean-
while our union officials collect multiple salaries out of
the hard-earned dues of 1.6 million Teamsters, leaving
the International money for only six organizers.

The 1980s saw this union lose many thousands of
members as trucking was deregulated and union-bust-
ing became the law of the land. Teamsters leaders re-
sponded with sweetheart contracts and concessions.
Contract after contract that a majority of members had
voted down was rammed down our throats with the
two-thirds majority rule. This led to the rank and file
overturning that rule and, at the Teamsters convention
this summer, winning other victories such as a $200 per
week strike benefit and getting rid of the leaders’ fleet
of private jets.

RANK-AND-FILE REBELLION

It was this rank-and-file opposition that made the cor-
ruption of former Teamsters president Jackie Presser so
blatant that the federal government felt it had to get in-
volved: Maybe they feared this growing rank-and-file re-
bellion would lead to national transportation strikes out
of the control of the union.

The feds set up this direct election, something the
rank and file, and in particular the opposition group,

Workshop Talks

(continued from page 1)
crew of Japanese workers.

|
I
f

|
|
|
|

|
|

One young fellow was wearing a jacket which had
some Japanese lettering on it. 1 asked him what the
words were, and he told me it said “the Kamikaze.” He
had worn the jacket as a suicide pilot in World War 11,
though he never did have to fly. The war ended and
that saved him. 1 told him how stupid I thought that
was, to fly a plane into a ship and blow nimself up along
with it. He asked me, if it was the Japanese navy off the
coast of California bombing the cities of the West Coast,
what would I do?

I began to think for myself for the first time. I asked
him, did he come from a poor family or was his family
well off? He said his dad was a worker and poor. For the
first time 1 began to see the war as a capitalist war, and
working people and the poor on both sides killing each
other and doing the dying while the capitalists and their
children were protected and got rich.

CAPITALIST RALLYING CALL

Fifty years later we see the capitalists on the losing
side, Japan, winning out economically over the capital-
ists on the American winning side. It’s not just that the
American capitalists don’t like this, but also that the
rulers are looking for all kinds of ways to turn workers’
attention away from blaming our own rulers and the
capitalist system for the misery right now in our
lives—no jobs, no health care, no toys for our kids for
Christmas.

I see these big doings over remembering Pearl Harbor
as a rallying call by the American capitalists to the
American workers to save them from the capitalists of
‘Japan—that is, work harder, don’t complain, and when

*you do complain, make sure you blame the Japanese.
And when this country decides to go to war, as it did
against Irag, and bomb cities and bury soldiers alive
with bulldozers, shovelling them into the sand—don’t
even think that there might be something wrong or in-
human about that.

I am not saying that one capitalist is better than the
other capitalist, because the capitalists in each country
are the enemy of their own people. This whole system is
inhuman. We're still living in what Marx called the
“pre-history of humanity.”

Teamster: can reform make a difference?

Teamsters for a Democratic Union (TDU), had long
fought for. If it was just the federal government run-
ning an election, it would mean nothing, but it was the
rank-and-file opposition, the rejected contracts, that
pushed it to this.

What R.V. Durham, who is the candidate of the old
guard, has tried to do is to throw enough mud that we’ll
say: they’re all crooks so why vote, they're all the
same—which is a lot of the response I have heard on
the job. It is not a question of liking his opponent, Ron
Carey. Carey has been practicing business unionism for
24 years as president of Local 804. I have found enough
drivers who don’t have a good word to say for him. I
voted for the Carey slate, which has several genuine re-
formers from TDU on it.”

NO ILLUSIONS

I know workers have experienced many reform slates
which have won office in many unions over the years,
only to turn out to be just like those they replaced.
There are no illusions among most Teamsters that vot-
ing in Carey will really bring about change. I don’t
think that illusion is the danger. The same rank-and-file
rebellion that elects his slate will push and kick them to
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carry out their campaign pledges—and vote them out if

they have to.
The point is not in electing Carey, but in trying to get
a foothold to start taking back our union. I think of the

coal miners and their experience with Tony Boyle.

Wouldn’t they tell us it’s important to at least get a
leadership that you can disagree with and your whole
family doesn’t get murdered in their beds?

The greater danger is in saying it’s no use. Durham,
just like the Republicans, wants ordinary people to be-
lieve there is nothing we can do to oppose them, that
it’s no use to fight or think our own thoughts. That’s
why I see a victory for Carey as a protest, a rebellion,
and only a beginning—and maybe a turning point for
the biggest union in the United States, IF the rank and
file doesn’t stop pushing, questioning and rebelling.

—dJohn Marcotte

| Refinery police state

Editor’s note: The following article is a leaflet distrib-
uted by workers at Union Oil of California (Unocal)
rhile picketing their plant in November.

Over the past year there have been some changes at
Unocal’s Los Angeles Refinery (LAR). Operation Desert
Shield and Operation Desert Storm were considered to
be valid reasons to allow the company to inspect our be-
longings when entering or leaving the refinery. Desert
Storm ended last winter and still the inspections contin-
ue. So, the threat of terrorism is not the reason for the
searches, it is to intimidate us and throw suspicion on
us.

Last spring, the company hired Ronald H. Phelps, a
retired LAPD [Los Angeles Police Department] officer
as director of security. He has definitely made some
changes. Now the guards sport jump suits, their pants
tucked into their combat boots, carrying handcuffs and
those big four-cell metal flashlights. Are these flash-
lights or veapons?

Phelps has created his own little SWAT team here at
LAR. Now ask yourself, at whom or what is this para-
military force aimed? It’s not aimed at intruders on the
refinery grounds. We rarely get any. This is an attempt
to create a police state atmosphere inside LAR by
Unocal management through Gestapo tactics.

To justify the highest security budget in Unocal histo-
ry, they have to get something on someone. Last Friday
[Nov. 1], he had drug sniffing dogs and special search
teams sweep through the contractors’ and employees’
pa;‘king lots and the refinery lab. And, yes, they got re-
sults.

Three Unocal employees, OCAW [Oil, Chemical and
Atomic Workers union] members, were taken by the
shift foreman, off of their jobs, down to the parking lot,
forced to agree to let these special teams go through
their cars (upon threat of termination), and then (again,
u{)on threat of termination) forced to give urine sam-
ples, :

These workers had done nothing wrong, created no
dangerous situation on the job. The special search
teams had simply found something they felt was suspi-
cious in the cars of these workers. In one case rolling
papers for handrolled tobacco cigarettes. {Since this was
written, management has continued to harass this man
saying they will drug test him every time they see he
has rolling papers.]

What will be next? Why don’t they spend money on
maintenance, where there is a real problem instead of
on suspicion and harassment?

Rockwell layoffs, cuts

Los Angeles, Cal.—1 work at Rockwell in Ana-
heim, where in the last two years they've probably laid
off 6,500 workers. This never has been reported in the
papers, except when 500 were laid off when the govern-
ment cancelled one project. There are about 900 union
workers left at Rockwell, down from over 3,000.

Recently the guards were threatened with wage cuts
to force them to sign a contract that would allow 25%
part-time workers. The guards have a no-strike clause,
and they know that one of these days the company is
going to lock them out and they won’t have a job. We
told the committeeman, they are screwing the guards. If
we don’t get together and start complaining and put up
the picket signs, they are going to shaft us next.

Rockwell has a rule now that you have to work 40
hours before you get any overtime pay. If you work 16
hours one day, but miss a day, that overtime is consid-
ered straight time. In one department the company is
allowed to replace an employee who quits with a part-
time employee for up to 54 days. The part-time workers
were supposed to be there only to do overtime work.
Now they are replacing full timers with part timers and
telling us if we don’t like it to file a grievance.

Rockwell knows the union will not do anything. You
can see it at McDonnell Douglas. Owen Bieber (presi-
dent of the United Auto Workers) came out and jumped
the chairman of the shop committee, slapped him on the
wrist, and the contract was passed. The company got ex-
actly what it wanted, and the Infernational union
helped. Rockwell knows the Infernational can whip the
workers into shape.

Look at the auto jobs we have lost, all the aerospace
jobs we have lost. The union here worked with the com-
pany to lobby for a government project which is now be-
ing done at a non-union plant. These union guys don’t
give a damn. Their salaries aren’t cut. They get golden
parachutes! And here is the worker living in poverty.
Work all your life on the job and retire into poverty. 1
don’t know how people can live on social security.

—Rockwell worker

Retail nightmare

Chicago, Ill.—People are having bad times this
Christmas season and are cutting back on their shop-
ping. That is really bad for those of us who work in re-
tail jobs. When I first started in retail over ten years
ago, one could live on the pay, if you got the extra hours
during the holiday season. This year I am working on
the night shift at Toys R Us, because it is the only shift
where one may make more money. I am working over
iix days a week and making the most money I ever

ave.

One problem with working this shift is that it is so
cold on the truck and so hot on the sales floor that it
makes you sick. Another problem is that when all of
your friends are out and about during the day, you are
asleep, and when you start to wake up, they are asleep.

1 am always sleepy, because eight hours of work is
forced out of us in less than half the time. If I am not at
work, then I am asleep. I feel like 1 am losing days and
weeks of my life, A statement by Marx it Capital sums
up my alienation. He said that even if your payment
rises, as a worker your lot in life will always worsen.

On the night crew the so-called private deals the boss
uses to try to divide us are told to all, so all things are
done in the light of day. We are so united that if one
person has a problem with the boss, then we all have
the problem and are mad with the boss. That cannot
answer the problem in a total way, but it is something
good coming out of all this alienation.

—David L. Anderson

Low wage workers’ forum

New York, N.Y.—A second conference entitled
“We Came to Work, Not to Die,” publicized as a forum
on health and safety issues for ‘“low wage workers and
people of color,” took place Nov. 23 at Martin Luther
King High School. A majority of the participants were
Black women, and translations were made into Spanish,
Chinese, Creole and American Sign Language.

The keynote speaker was Joan Sharp of North Caroli-
na, who is active with former Imperial Foods workers in
Hamlet, where 25 people were killed in a fire in Septem-
ber. Workers at Imperial Foods had made complaints
about conditions, “but the complaints didn't get past
the door.” U.S.D.A. inspectors were there frequently,
but when workers tried to tell them about the many
safety violations, they said they were there to inspect
the meat, not the plant. Sharp called for help from
Northern workers for growing unionization struggles in
the South.

A group called Fuerza Unida from San Antonio, Tex-
as, asked people to boycott Levi’s and Docker’s because
Levi Strauss has closed one plant and threatens to close
more. Fuerza Unida says the Free Trade Agreement will
mean unemployment, lower wages and deteriorating
working conditions. They are calling on workers in the
U.S., Mexico and Canada to unite against it.

Although the conference was undoubtedly helpful to
some of the participants, the speakers offered no solu-
tions besides grieve-and-struggle unionism. A high point
was the speak-out in which women and men talked
about conditions on their jobs and what they are doing
to change them. It would have been interesting to hear
more of the thoughts of the rank-and-file workers in at-
tendance about how to fight in a period of deteriorating
economic conditions and stultified and dying unions. ‘

—N.Y. N&L participants
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From the writings of Raya Dunayevskaya

Marxist-Humanist Archives

by Raya Dunayevskaya
Founder of Marxist-Humanism

Editor’s note: In face of today’s economic crises we are
publishing one of Raya Dunayevskaya’s last writings on the
world economy, “Capitalist production/alienated labor: this
nuclear world and its political crises.” This analysis formed
the second part of the 1986 Draft for Marxist-Humanist
Perspectives, published in News & Letters, July 1986. It
can also be found in the Supplement to the Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection, microfilm #11026.

The basis of the economy of the most powerful impe-
rialist land, the U.S,, is that it is now a debtor nation.
The global ramifications of that fact, as well as it impli-
cations at home, have not been seriously dealt with.
Paul Volcker, head of the Federal Reserve Board, and
considered by economists to be the ‘“‘second most power-
ful man” in the land, did not bother to attend the Eco-
nomic Summit. He refused to be deluded by all the
hoopla about the great state of the world economy, espe-
cially that of the U.S. Volcker claimed the U.S. “put all
the necessary solutions off on other countries... The ac-
tion taken so far is not enough to put the deficit on a
declining trend.” The strength of the economy, Volcker
concluded, ““is not an unalloyed joy.”

The Grand Illusion, however, that all capitalist ideo-
logues, including Volcker, have created about this nucle-
ar world with its robotized production was achieved by
them through forgetting that Alienated Labor is the ir-
replaceable foundation, essence and universal form—the
creator of all values and surplus-values. That is exactly
what produces both capitalist profits and what Marx
called the “general absolute law of capitalist accumula-
tion” —its unemployed army.

What the industrial giants cannot hear is the
death-knell that labor, employed and unemployed,
as well as the homeless, are ringing out. The indus-
trialists are under the illusion—never more so than
in this robotized stage of production—that the un-
employed army can be made to rampage against the
employed.

Their ideologues are busy ‘‘proving’’ that Marx was
wrong. They have never understood that other funda-
mental Marx prediction, that the failure to re-produce
labor means the death of their whole system. Political
crises reflect the general absolute law of capitalist pro-
duction differently in different historic periods. Thus,
the Great Depression produced a John Maynard Keynes
with his General Theory of Employment and Money
which proved to the capitalists that they cannot get out
of economic crisis unless they couple production with
employment. All kinds of “New Deals’’ were thereby
contrived to save capitalism from revolution.

TODAY, MODERN PROFIT-HUNGRY -capi-
talists, both state and private, think they can do the ex-
act opposxte—-that is, “uncouple” employment from pro-
duction. They think they can still go merrily on with
their computerized stock market, false super-profiteer-
ing through mergers, playing the margins, and alternat-
ing ownershlps from corporations to ‘“private entrepre-
neurs,” They now talk of factory ‘“‘incubators,”” where
former large plants are leased out to small producers
who employ far fewer workers at far lower wages. They
act as if higher labor productivity can come from some-
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where other than sweated, living labor; as if it can come
out of computers.

The favorite word of today’s economists is ‘“uncou-
pling.” Peter F. Drucker has written for Foreign Af-
fairs (Spring, 1986) on “The Changed World Econo-
my.”’* There, he arrogantly, and yet in an off-hand man-
ner (as if the changes he is talking about are the true
status of the world economy), insists that it is necessary
to recognize the three truths of the uncoupling that he
elaborates: '

1) “uncoupling” employment from production.

2) “uncoupling” capital from capital investment, re-
ducing capital to money by calling it
ment”: “Capital movements rather than trade (in both
goods and services) have become the driving force of the
world economy. The two have not quite come uncou-
pled, but the link has become loose and, worse, unpre-
dictable.™

3) “uncoupling” industrial production from the whole
economy, by which he tries to explain that he means
uncoupling it from the “weak” sectors like the farm
economy and raw materials. It is as if digging out the
raw materials is done without labor. Or, for that mat-
ter, as if our so-called post-industrial world is so “‘ad-
vanced”’ with its computer, its plastics, its synthetics, its
“high technology,” that labor which is not on a produc-
tion line is not labor,

What they choose to disregard is that even those ro-
botized, unimated production processes are built on
sweated labor. A recent NBC television special on that
most high-tech land, Japan, which has completely shak-
en up the global market, revealed how fully its produc-
tion is rooted in the most wretched, low-paying, non-
union, piecework labor done by subcontractors for its
high-tech corporations.?

Indeed, all the ideologues are rightly screaming
against the astronomical indebtedness of the capitalist
economy since Ronald Reagan has been in power. There
is no way that even Reagan can deny that we have be-
come a debtor nation. What the ideologues (who sup-
posedly differ from the supply-siders and monetarists)
have to recognize is this: once they have “uncoupled”
industrial production from their whole economy, and
capital from investment in production, reducing capital
investment to money alone, they are left with what they
supposedly rejected —monetarism.

THESE NOT mere stock market fantasies;
the monstrous reality they have created is a land in
which, at one pole we see a thousand new millionaires,
while at the other we see the pauperization of millions
of the unemployed, of the homeless, of the masses of
Blacks and women living so far below the poverty line
that Hunger stalks the richest land in the world.

Once capital is not tied to investments in produc-
tion, once even trade has been “uncoupled” from

1. See also the Special Report on “The Hollow Corporation” in Busi-
ness Week, March 3, 1986.

2. Back in the early 1940s when Plan, with a capital “P,” was the rage
among the Left, the first study of the Five-Year Plans of Russia, by
those working out a State-Capitalist Theory, debunked the Plan as any
kind of socialism, showing that “feudal” Japan, in the very same
1932-37 period, was out-producing “socialist” Russia. (See Raya
Dunayevskaya’s original 1942 study of the Russian economy, included in
Marxism and Freedom, p. 233, and p. 358, footnote 220.)
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trade of products and reduced to mere exchange of
services, there is nothing left but an exchange of
monies and investment for more monies. The reason
that the U.S,, though itself a debtor nation, is never-
theless still at the top of the heap is because the in-
ternational capitalists feel safe in only one coun-
try—the counter-revolutionary Reagan’s U.S.A. It is
not only “flight capital” leaving “unstable”lands that
gets to the U.S.,; Japan and West Germany have “in-
vested” heavily here as well.

Let’s take another look, then at the “safe” U.S. and
all of Reagan’s victories in his ongoing counter-revolu-
tion at home against unions, against Blacks, against
women, against the youth.

@ It is true that the union bureaucracy has given too
many concessions. But one look at Hormel’s ongoing
strike shows that militants know how to fight their own
leaders, as well as the capitalists.

@ 1t is true there is no ongoing General Strike. But if
we count up all the “little” strikes from Minnesota to
Chicago, from New York’s sweatshops, to California
farmworkers, and every place in between, we will see
that U.8S. labor is in daily, unrecorded revolt.

@® It is true that the Women’s Liberation Movement
has seen a retrogression of all its hard-won gains of the
1960s and 1970s. But anyone who thinks that the sud-
den mass demonstration of 100,000 in Washington, D.C.
on March 9 was “just” against Reagan’s stand on abor-
tion has not heard the voices of the Black and white
women who have made their rejection of Reaganism
known on every front from housing to child care and
from affirmative action to freedom of choice—and that
is not the question of abortion alone, but the passion for
human relations.

@ 1t is true that the youth today are not the youth of
the ’60s. But, as we have seen, the internationalism
that was present in the anti-Vietnam War movement
has reached a new dimension. Nor can one re-write the
history which has proved that the two-way road of the

Black dimension between Africa and America has never -

separated its struggles from its ideas of freedom, its
search for a philasophy of revolution.

THE BLACK MASSES see right through Rea-
gan-Wemberger’ “conceptual arsenal,” as the ceaseless
nuclear arming and genocidal imperia]ism that it is. The
utter barbarism of the Holocaust is what shows us
where this post-World War II world of capitalism-impe-
rialism is heading,

The significance of the new, the concrete, is not
only the general fact that these struggles and crises
point to the need to uproot the system. The signifi-
cance is that this new form of production, which
Drucker and others tout, is hiding the essence, by
creating the illusion that this Particular, this specif-
ic appearance, is the new Universal. It is necessary
to work out the new and concrete forms as they ap-
pear. That does not mean merely saying that it is
only form rather than essence. Rather, it is to see
that only revolution can abolish these forms; that
only revolution can abolish the illusion some Marx-
ists have that these forms are the new Universal.
This kind of transformation can be achieved only by
the dialectic of Absolute Method.

As Hegel articulated it:

“To hold fast the positive in its negative, and
the content of the presupposition in the result, is
the most important part of rational cognition; also
anly the simplest reflection is needed to furnish
conviction of the absolute truth and necessity of
this requirement, while with regard to the exam-
ples of proofs, the whole of the Logic consists of
these.” (Science of Logic, Vol. 11, p. 476)

Karl Marx projected his concept of the positive that
would follow only after the old capitalist society was
tharoughly uprooted:

“In a higher phase of communist society, after
the enslaving subordination of individuals under
the division of labor, and therewith also the an-
tithesis between mental and physical labor, has

(continued on page 10)
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Editorial

1f George Bush expected to be rewarded for his stead-
fast support of the Deng Xiaoping regime with China ae-
cepting its proper place in his “New World Order,” then
Secretary of State Baker’s November trip to Beijing was
an eye-opener, Within weeks of the bloody massacres of
June 4, 1989, at Tiananmen Sguare and Chengdu, the
secret Scowcroft mission had delivered the first of many
assurances of continued U.S. backing to the execution-
ers in Beijing.

Since then, neither a new round of public show
trials early this year nor exposes of imports made in
Chinese labor camps, kept Bush from using his veto
power to retain most-favored-nation status for Chi-
na. No wonder that Baker’s requests on human
rights and political prisoners were ignored, not
treated seriously. Baker in turn ignored reports of a
hunger strike by political prisoners and police de-
tention of two dissidents who were to meet with
U.S. officials.

Baker’s key goal was reining in China as a major sup-
plier of arms, missiles and nuclear technology. The U.S,,
as the great arms supplier worldwide since World War
11, expected to exercise control over the flow of arms, es-
pecially while its nuclear antagonist in Moscow has been
distracted. While China finally agreed to trim back a
missile deal to Pakistan, it remains an aggressive source
of high-tech weaponry to Asia and the Third World.

THE ARMY’S POLITICAL ASCENDANCY

This tough defense of arms sales reflects not only
pressure for export earnings, of any kind, but also the
enhanced position of the army within China. Mao Ze-
dong had taken the unprecedented step of putting the
army theoretically on the same level as his Communist
Party. Deng Xiaoping, while holding no official position
other than a senior military role, gave the army political
ascendancy by ordering it to suppress the mass opposi-
tion in 1989,

Since the June 4 massacre the corrupt Party and

state bureaucracy has had no ideological legitimacy, de-
spite renewed attempts to cloak itself in Marxist phrase-
ology, and the undisguised final authority is military
power. The army is also at the front line of confronta-
tion with movements for national self-determination
within China, beginning with Tibet, where demonstra-
tions were bloodily suppressed in 1988, even as move-
ments for autonomy and independence within the old
Russian-ruled empire have echoed in China.

Still, today’s China may be seen as a model by some
Third World leaders, as a player on the world’s stage
with its nuclear arsenal and a rapidly developing export
economy. But for the Chinese people, this:decade of re-
structured economy has meant not prosperity, but im-
poverishment—paralleling the restructured U.S. econo-
my under Reagan-Bush, .

Conditions of life and labor have become more precar-
ious for those in both state enterprises and in the “free
market” alike. As many as 100 million displaced peas-
ants and jobless workers have created a vast army of
unemployed. Workers with jobs have had to meet infla-
tion of up to 30%, fueled by food price increases, by
working a second job or sideline. The planned privatiz-
ing of housing to substitute for the current cheap, but
meager company-town housing, may exacerbate the gap
between wages and the cost of living.

FORCED LABOR

Above all is the critical role in China's economy
played by coerced labor. The most recent exports to the
U.8., exposed as produced by prisoners in a labor camp,
were not license plates, but products as sophisticated as
diesel engines.

How free is a free market that now includes the
widespread enslavement of women, facing torture
and even murder, to be sold as wives and therefore
as lifetime forced laborers? Even the astounding fig-
ure of 19,000 women sold in 1990 must be wildly un-
derstated, given the involvement of some cadres in

As others see us: Hegel Studien

Editor’s note: The following is a translation from
German of an article which has just appeared in
Volume 25 (1991) of Hegel-Studien, the world’s
foremost journal in the field of Hegel studies.

On the occasion of the fourth edition of Marxism
and Freedom (1958) and the second edition of Phi-
losophy and Revolution (1973), the Raya
Dunayevskaya Memorial Fund of Chicago has edit-

thor, -where she takes up the dialectic (1987) and
Hegel’s concept of Absolutes (1953), under the title
The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism
(Chicago, 1989).

Raya Dunayevskaya, who was Leon Trotsky’s
Russian secretary in 1937-38 during his Mexican
exile, is known in the United States as the founder
of a “humanist” Marxism, and had already in the
1950s developed a theoretical argument against the
orthodox, bureaucratic Marxism of Stalinism.

After the delayed publication of Marx’s early
writings, of which appeared A Contribution to the
Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right (1927),
the Economic-Philosophical Manuscripts and
The German Ideology (1932) and lastly the
Grundrisse (1939), there began from within the
different Marxist positions a “new discovery” of
Hegel’s philosophy, especially the Phenomenology
of Mind, which contained for the young Marx ‘“‘the
birthplace and secret of the Hegelian philosophy.”
In opposition to the Stalinist version of the Soviet
encyclopedia, which reduced Hegel’s thought to a
mere ‘‘aristocratic reaction against the bourgeois
French Revolution and French materialism,” a phil-
osophical attempt was developed to interpret the
work of Karl Marx in a new way, in close relation to
the relevant aspects of Hegelian philoso-
phy—around the dialectical method, or the problem
of the essence of labor, or alienation, etc. To this
tradition belong books such as Georg Lukacs’ The
Young Hegel (1948) and Ernst Bloch’s Subjekt-
Objekt (1952), which in the immediate postwar pe-
riod had given fresh impetus to the discussion of
Hegel within European Marxism.

In 1958 Dunayevskaya’s Marxism and Freedom
was published in New York. This book, with a Pre-
face by Herbert Marcuse, who in 1941 had alse
published a work on Hegel entitled Reason and
Revolution, has the intention of setting out the
background and presuppositions of an interpreta-
tion of Marxism as a “humanistic”’ concept. It is in
the first part of the book, “From Theory to Prac-
tice,” where Dunayevskaya endeavors to clarify the
concept of freedom in the Hegelian philosophy,
which is to be understood above all as a dialectic
and a philosophy of the Absolutes, with a view to-
wards the revolution, or rather the revolutions (in-
dustrial, social-political, and intellectual). Of special
importance in this connectiopn is paragraph 482 of

ed for publication twe additional essays of the au- -

“Raya Dunayevskaya: A Humanist
Tradition of Marxism in America”

the Encyclopedia in which Hegel, as Marx did la-
ter, interpreted freedom as the essence of humani-

ty.

Likewise the entire first part of Philosophy and
Revolution is dedicated to the philosophy of Hegel.
Here it revolves around the question of the actuali-
ty (“Why Hegel, Why Now?”’ asks the title) of this
philosophy. If one wants to solve the existential and
social problems, the problems that moved the “new
generation of revolutionaries’” in the United States
(she means here the generation of the 1960’s), then
one should overcome the division formulated by
Communist orthodoxy between Marx’s “scientific
materialism” and Hegel's “mystical Absolutes” so
that today ‘“Hegel’s Absolute Method becomes irre-
sistible.”

The young Marx himself had nevertheless already
pointed out that “the dialectic of negativity is the
moving and creating principle.” Moving from this
Raya Dunayevskaya took on the task of developing
thi actuality and the validity of the Hegelian philos-
ophy.

First, the Phenomenology of Mind or the “ex-
periences of consciousness” is interpreted in its
present-day significance. Although the young Marx
had repeatedly characterized the Phenomenology
correctly as an unclear and mystifying critique {in-
sofar as consciousness is handled like a disembodied
spirit or finds only an abstract, logical-speculative
expression in the movement of history), it is, ac-
cording to R. Dunayevskaya, undeniable today that
“its content” is deeply rooted in history. Therefore
also for her, the Phenomenology develops a con-
ception of the dialectic which Hegel created “from a
most painstaking and rigorous examination of the
movement of no less than 2,500 years of history.”

Secondly, the actuality of the Science of Logic
as “Attitudes Toward Objectivity” is explained as
one where [Hegel's] concept of reality shouid be un-
derstood as principally a result of a discussion of
the philosophy of reflection, above all with Jacobi.
The Logic is likewise, despite its abstract philo-
sophical categories, a book in which the “principle
of freedom” plays a central role. Thus, the Doctrine
of the Notion in the Science of Logic develops the
categories of freedom, of subjectivity, of Reason,
and of Logic as a movement “by which man makes
himself free.”

Lastly, the Philosophy of Mind of the Encyclo-
pedia becomes actual, insofar as it can be read as
“a movement from practice.”” The following chap-
ters of this book show how the author is interested
above all in maintaining the inseparability of
Marx’s historical materialism and the Hegelian dia-
lectic. To this end she attempts to achieve from dia-
lectical thought a “philosophy of freedom’ which
represents a humanistic Marxism opposed to a bu-
reaucratic orthodoxy of action and thought.

—Gonzalo Portales, Valparaiso, Ckile

Bush supports China’s despotic rule

the traffic of women. v . ,

What seems of no:political interest is that Chinese
rulers are preparing to bid for the Olympic Games for
the year 2000. This is one sign that the regime expects
to survive into the 21st century and boost its prestige
with the self-glorification of the Olympic spectacle. This
is a challenge to any notion that the ruling clique will
simply collapse with old age.

We have seen with disgust the affinity that Bush has
for Deng and his fellow rulers. Let us display equal in-
ternational solidarity with the millions of Chinese
whose demands for freedom and for control of their own
labor have not been silenced.

Protest, 'pover’ly in Slovakia

Homeless in railroad station

Prague, Czechoslovakia— Workers’ anger is
growing. Last week there were meetings in five Slovak
cities organized by the unions. There is a far higher un-
employment rate in Slovakia—now roughly 10%, but ex-
pected to rise to about 13% at the end of the year—than
in the Czech parts, where it is about 6%. Women are
more affected than men. The relation between men and
women in the Czech republic is 41% as against 59%, in
Slovakia it is 48% against 52%.

The workers also expressed their dissatisfaction with
unfulfilled government promises. A ““tripartite council”
consisting of representatives of government, employers
and workers had been set up last year both on the level
of the federation and in both of the republics. However,
it is especially on the federal level, that is the highest
level, that much of what the government promises is
not being executed.

In one city 5,000 unionists took part in the meeting;
in another 7,000. They concluded that if the govern-
ment will not propose concrete guarantees for fulfilling
what had been promised, the unions would ‘“‘use every
instrument of union struggle.”

The president of the Confederation of Czechoslovak
Trade Unions said, ““I hope the government will under-
stand these meetings not as a simple momentary finger,
but as a reflection of the mood of the factory people.”
As one participant put it: “It is the uncertainty of exis-
tence, falling living standards, low wages and rising
costs of living—that are the reasons for our coming
here.” ' :

Another phenomenon not known before in its present
dimensions is the growing number of homeless. A paper
published a vivid description of what a railway station
in the big, Northern Bohemian city of Usti (population
about 100,000) is like around midnight: “At eleven in
the evening there are four of them. There are fifteen at
midnight, and at one o’clock the waiting room is burst-
ing at the seams. A sports bag with a bottle opener, a
few handkerchiefs snd similar items—that’s all their
possessions with which they fill waiting rooms, under-
ground collectors, the basements of big tower-blocks,
and in summer, derelict houses. The head of the city
welfare department estimates their number at 2,000.”

.....
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THE HUMAN FACE OF OUR LIFE AND TIMES

Martin Almora’s article in the Nov.
N&L, “U.S. worker to Russians: This is
not paradise either,” spoke directly to
me. Almora writes so clearly that nei-
ther ‘“Communism” nor capitalism
means anything human for workers. My
brother is a machinist, which used to
mean that he could be assured of get-
ting a job at a good wage. He absorbed a
lot of the “anti-Communism” of the
American rulers, as if U.S. capitalism
was fundamentally different. But with

~ this recession, he has been laid off from

six jobs in seven years. He has been lied
to by prospective employers, who prom-
ise him a permanent position, then very
quickly break their promise. Then he
got a job working in a plastics factory,
where plastic dust gets all over you. I
got a rash just from using the same

towel that he had handled!
Working-class mother
California
& * *

Bush is trying to keep the mess in the
banking industry out of the headlines
until after the 1992 elections. One out
of seven banks lost money last year;
1,000 banks failed during the last two
years. In theory, the FDIC is there to
refund the losses of depositors in failed
banks, but the past decade’s failures
have drained the insurance fund. Con-
gress is about to give it $70 billion in a
taxpayer-financed ‘‘loan.”

The purpose of deposit insurance is
not to protect “small savers.” Instead,
deposit insurance serves to protect capi-
talism from a collapse triggered by a
run on the banks. The recent scandals
are severely testing the system’s ability
to use this psychological prop as a way
of staying afloat.

A, Anielewicz
New York
* * *

I work at a homeless drop-in center.
It's the only place people have to go
during the day and it helps bring up
their self-esteem. The conservative
Macomb, Mich. Daily had created a lot
of hostility to us (they printed a pheto
of clients they had posed at a pool table)
and failed to print my comments which
compared Michigan Governor Engler
throwing 90,000 people off General As-
sistance to Hitler’s genocide. So we held
a Town Meeting to try to turn things
around. However, the local cable chan-
nel left out a lot of what we said. But
there are tents in “affluent” Mt. Clem-
ens—we call it the “condo on the river.”

Subscriber
: Michigan
* & %

I have just returned from Jamaica,

where strikes such as Nestles have been

* ended by the Courts. While the political

leaders trade insults, their supporters
are killing each other off in gun battles.
The “economy mash up” is the usual
refrain. Jamaicans young and old start
the day not knowing if they will be able
to afford to buy their midday meal.
Those in good jobs, such as those work-
ing in the banks, fill up on subsidized
meals and don’t eat in the evening. The
poorest people can hardly afford to buy

_chicken claw or backbone. It is expected

that riots and violence will be Santa
Claus’s gifts to Jamaica.
Pat Duffy
England
* * %

It would take pages and pages to de-
scribe the amount of time people are
forced to waste trying to get Public Aid
only to be rejected in the end. It just
seems like a way for government to de-
humanize you. And they are so rude. So
is the unemployment office. They tried
to make me feel bad by saying 1 was
taking taxpayers’ money. I told them I
was just reappropriating what was sto-
len from me when 1 was working and
that I should be given back all the mon-
ey that went to the government to kill
hundreds of thousands of people in the
Persian Gulf War! Luckily I had some
friends who were able to lend me
enough to keep my apartment and pay
for transportation until I got ancther
job.

Flnally working again
Chicago

ok k

A Black woman I met on the “L” in-
gisted on giving me $5 when she heard I
had no more cash. She was poor, with
four children, a minimum wage joh and
a husband who just got out of 17

months in prison but she said people
had helped her when she was down and
she wanted to help me. What a contrast
to the disgusting statement I heard

when 1 asked someone in the Illinois
Building if there are any places to sit

down there without buying anything,
and was told No, because “they don’t
 want ‘scuzzes’ to hang around—you
know, the homeless.”
Not yet homeless
Chicago
* L *

As one who was never attracted to the
study of economics, which gives more
life to manipulative abstact constructs
vs. the creativity of people, I'm begin-
mng io have an understandmg of what

“economics” means in Marxist-Human-
ism, an appreciation of the densn;y and
complexxty of your concept of the i insep-
arability of philosophy and economics.
You are discussing how Raya
Dunayevskaya’s original theory of state-
capitalism made production relations
rather than property forms the concep-
tual determinant, how what “econom-
ics” involves is human relationships.

Radical feminist
California
THE
CRISIS
IN
EDUCATION

Recently I have had discussions with
friends and co-workers about the cur-
rent educational mess we have here in
the U.S. Many feel that our youth are
deliberately under-educated in the inner
cities and certain other areas where
there are larger numbers of minority
working class people. This is so the rul-
ing class ensures itself that it will al-
ways have the power to rule without
worrying about the underclass behavior
because it is too uneducated and unin-
formed to be able to seize power.

1 happen to believe this because I
went through the schools of Chicago
and found that except for a few out-
standing teachers, I, myself and other
workers have given me my education.

Martin Almora
Chicago, Illinois
* * *

At New York University, they fixed
the Martin Luther King scholarships at
$12,000, no matter how much tuition
rises. And they require us to do commu-
nity service hours every week. This
means working for the university free of
charge, in jobs people usually get paid
for. I refused, and got a job off campus.
But then they didn’t have a record of
my hours when I was reviewed, so I was
worried 1 wouldn’t get my scholarship
again this year even though I have a 4.0
grade point average.

Student
New York
* * *

You never get the real history of labor
in school. It is very exciting to learn, in
Marxism and Freedom, that textile
workers in England acted to keep the
British government from entering the
Civil War in the U.S. on the side of the
South to protect their textile industry
that depended on the cotton from the
South USA. The British workers really
helped the American workers, and that
was an important expression of interna-
tional labor solidarity.

Environmentalist
Michigan

®
ILLUSIONS OF DEMOCRACY

It is frustrating to be an outsider in
one’s own culture, recognizing how sick
this society is and looking for the rea-
sons for it. In some countries the out-
sider who expresses his opinions about
the injustice of some having excessive
privileges while others starve is tortured
to death. In this country, as long as the
workers are no threat to the privileged
class a limited amount of free speech
and a free press is tolerated.

We live by many unhealthy myths.
One is that we can convince people by
words alone. Another is that within this
system we can get good representatives
elected to political office. What this so-
called democracy demands is that if you
want to play in the ruling class political
ball park you tie one hand behind as

Readers’ Views

you bat; are allowed one strike while
they get three and use both hands. And,

of course, the umpire is a hired flunky

who will favor the ruling class.
Marv Thomas
Florida

* k%

Why should we have a constitution in
which the President chooses the Su-
preme Court judges who remain in of-
fice for a lifetime? Our system resem-
bles a monarchy, not a democracy!

Subscribgr
Los Angeles
o
PROTESTS IN BRITAIN

Oliver North came to Oxford, Eng-
land on 25 November. The renowned
arms trafficker, document shredder and
allround counter-revolutionary had
been invited by the publishing house,
Blackwell’s, and the local newspaper,
the Oxford Times, to a special dinner at
the Randolph Hotel to promote his
book, Under Fire. Outside in the rain,
some 250 people gathered to protest
against North’s visit. A typical cross-sec-
tion of the local Left was present, with
speakers from the Labour Party, the
Green Party, the Socialist Workers’ Par-
ty and the Trades Council. The rally
also heard speeches from a Liberal Dem-
ocrat councillor, whose son had been
taken hostage (and escaped) in Lebanon,
who denounced North’s arms deal with

the Iranian rulers, and a member of the

Blackwell family, who criticised the firm
for ‘“‘giving hospitality to a man who is
an international law-breaker.” \
Most of all, the demonstration: ex-
pressed anger against North as the en-
emy of the Nicaraguan revolution, the
man who provided the Contras with
guns and bombs for their campaign of
terror and destruction. Oxford has civic
links with the city of Leon, Nicaragua,
and individuals and organisations have
been raising funds for a water purifica-
tion project there.
Richard Bunting
England

NEW
CHALLENGES
FOR

FEMINISM

My definition of feminism is being
against anything that oppresses anyone,
Unless everyone has freedom, women
can’t be free. Feminism is different
from ‘‘women’s rights.” The idea of
equality can be corporate—to | have
equality with Western white men to op-
press Third World women and meén for
cheap labor Either you are for oppres-
sion or you're against it.

Woman student
Chicago
* * * B

When I was 12 years old, I was mo-
lested by a friend of the family. He
warned me not to tell anyone, but I told
my mom., She confronted him, and he
said it was “just being friendly”! When
my dad found out, he said I'had an
overactive imagination. It was never
mentioned after that day by my parents
and they stayed friends with him. Four
years later, I was raped in a bathroom
at a party. When I told my friend why 1
was crying, I was told not to make a big
deal about it. When I was in a long
mentally and physically abusive rela-
tionship, I couldrn’t tell anyone: what he
did to me. They would have said it was
my fault for putting up with it.

I believe every word Anita Hill said
about Judge Thomas. And 1 was not at
all surprised when she was attacked by
the senators and blamed for not speak-
ing out sooner. It makes me hate this
sexist society so much! 1 can hardly wait
for this blood-and-tears-soaked wretched
system to come crashing down!'

. Student
Mlinois
* * * i

John Alan’s article on . Clarence

Thomas raised a lot of questigns for me

about affirmative action. I'm at school
on an affirmative action scholarship,
and all the scholarships I’ve ever been
awarded are minority scholarships. I'm
for affirmative action, but when 1 hear
people talking about quotas, it’s as if af-
firmative action is a defining factor in
our selfhood, as if it makes us lesser.
It's as if 1 can’t compete for anything
else, which I can.
Affirmative Action student
New York City
* % *®

Raya Dunayevskaya talks in Rosa
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation and

Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution
about revolution-in-permanence. I think

" 'it’s a wonderful point, to actually recon-

struct one'’s society, to get at the root of
the problem. Yet the routes we talk
about in the women’s movement are
usually about taking alternatives within
society. It’s like playing with the putty
and never throwing it away.

I am also wondermg whether when
you work out theory, is there is a way to
leave it open? Can theory be open to the
new and further developed when spon-
taneous movements occur?

Philosophy student
New York City

REMEMBER
IRAQ’'S
CHILDREN

A new Harvard study on the effects of
the war revealed that 55,000 Iraqi chil-
dren have already died as a result of
“delayed effects of U.S. bombing.” This
same Harvard study also estimates that
at least 170,000 more children under
five will die from epidemics and malnu-
trition  directly linked to the bombing
campaign. The Bush Administration will
not release its own secret estimates of
the death toll. Out Now’s High Visibili-
ty Media Campaign is launching a cam-
paign to place our “Nothing to Cele-
brate”” ad in The New York Times and
other leading newspapers to reach more
than 10 million readers. Please ask your
readers to help us print this ad.

Out Now
2550 Ninth State, Suite 1052
Berkeley, CA 94710

e

PRISONERS SPEAK OUT

My study of revolutionary movements
tells me that the basic flaw has been
lack of a plan that would embrace all of
the people. Any real revolutionary
struggle must also be international to
prevent imperialist powers from helping
each other. When I speak of a plan, I
am referring to a philosophy that the
people on a worldwide basis will accept
as being the “way of life”’ after the old,
oppressive regimes have been defeated.

Prisoner

Illinois
* *® *

I like the articles analyzing the role of
Marxism in a modern, changing world.
It puts current problems in an historical
context.

Prisoner
Washington State

ALTERNATIVE PRESS
DIRECTORY

Please let your readers know that the
1991-92 Directory of Alternative and

Radical Publications is now available.

for only $4. Over 350 leftist periodicals
are listed, and then grouped by primary
subject as well. Copies can be ordered
from:

Alternative Press Center
PO Box 33109
Baltimore, MD 21218
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I had never heard the analysis of Rus-

sia heing a state-capitalist society. With
that idea as part of your thinking, the
collapse of the Russian economy is seen
as a failure of capitalism and a confir-
mation of Marxism, rather than the end
of Marxism or socialism. You see every-
thing in an entirely different light.

Student
Grand Rapids, Michigan
* * *

The events of the past several months

have caused me to re-think many
things. I've become especially critical of
‘the concept of a ‘“vanguard party to

" lead” and am now convinced of the need
for decentralized organizations and com-
munity-based activism. Though some of
your criticisms of established Leftist
practice have helped me re-think a num-

~ ber of things, I'm not convinced an He-
gelian or Humanist approach provides
the answer. Still, your tendency should
experience a lot of growth in this period,
since so many of your criticisms have
‘been borne out.

four decades? It seems to me we are
venturing into the unknown.

Women’s Liberationist
Oakland

* * Ed

I have never seen a period when the

state in this country has intervened so
dramatically and without end to elimi-
nate workers’ rights, women’s rights,
Black rights—all to make it possible for
capital to exploit, exploit, exploit. How
could anyone think that state-capitalism
has disappeared?

Federal employee
Ilinois
* % *

What amazeé me is how much the

world changes and yet the Left just sits
back and says ““I told you so.” It espe-

THE TODAYNESS OF STATE-CAPITALIST THEORY

cially bothers me that the Trotskyists
are saying Trotsky’s analyses have been
confirmed by the events in Russia, Just
the other day I was thumbing through a
book by one of their main theoreticians,
George Novack, in which he says Russia
must be “critically defended” because
the so-called “degenerated workers’
states”’ represent “transitional societies
to socialism.” That’s what you call fore-
sight?
Old Radical
New York

* % ¥

It pains me to see the statues of Len-
in being torn down throughout Russia,
not because I favored the cult of Lenin,
but because it is creating a false identity
hetween Lenin and Stalin in the minds
of many people. I fear that what under-
lies the latest efforts to equate Lenin to
Stalin is an effort to erase the memory
of proletarian revolution from the mind
of humanity. Can you address this prob-
lem in your newspaper?

I have been out of touch with Marx-
ist-Humanism for a while, but am very
glad to be back in these friendly waters.
These are hard times in the world, and
sometimes the problems are so great,
and Raya Dunayevskaya's body of ideas
is so immense, that it can all feel over-
whelming. But my mind kept returning
to the concept of “Absolute Negativity,”
the constant self-development that is
the core of Marxist-Humanism. That is

. what brought me back: to confront

“negation of the negation”’—and not as
some high-falutin’ abstraction, but as
the only way to break through the dis-

array that is the legacy of all of post-
Marx Marxism.
Young Black revolutionary
Los Angeles
* * *

I have not yet read the three books of
Raya Dunayevskaya that constitute her
“trilogy of revolution” in their entirety,
but I am struck with her explication of
Marx’s ultimate passion for human free-
dom as opposed to the common assump-
tion of his fixation on the transforma-
tion of ownership of the means of pro-
duction. I feel that Marx’s focus on hu-
man freedom, especially the rights of
the worker to determine his own space
and pace in which to enjoy freedom
while planning and producing for the
common good, should be worked into
scholarly works. :

New reader
Notre Dame
% * *

In studying Dunayevskaya’s writings
on how Marx worked to practice the in-
separability of philosophy/organization,
I am realizing that what was key for

Marx was his vision of the totality of

ther revolution or organization. The re-
lationship of Individual to Universal, as
well as immediate demands/ultimate
goal, were central to his philosophy and
his concept of organization. In the past
Left movements, we never had such an
understanding. In practice, the individu-
al was not considered important, while
the Universal was abstract, whatever

the leadership said.
' Iranian revolutionary
California
% * *

I come from an inner-city neighbor-

hood of Chicago, and never knew who
Marx was until last year. But I've had a
lot of experiences in my life, growing up
in a ghetto. Working as a janitor and
feeling the exploitation of capitalism
have made me feel that I have been

searching for Marxism, long before
knowing who Karl Marx was. The more
1 read about Marxist-Humanism, the
more I think if people have the idea of
Marxism in their head they will not let
capitalism dominate them. The problem
we face today is that the rulers are try-
ing to control our minds. But once you
have the idea of freedom in your head,

they can’t co-opt you.
Young student
Chicago

* * %

Having read Raya Dunayévskaya’s
“Beginning of the End of Russian Total-
itarianism” and your Editorial on the
developments in Russia in the October
issue of N&L I would like to know more
about Marxist-Humanism. Can you send
me back issues with articles on Russia

and tell me where I can fin
Dunayevskaya’s works? : i
New reader
Nagpur, India
e
DIMENSIONS OF N&L

As a labor resource institution we

D.T. Sg:f.:“b?r freedom. As he stated right in the Com- seek to develop workers® self-organizing
Madison, Wisconsin HorMA  munist Manifesto: “The free develop- skills. We find N&L very informative,
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regarding the struggles of the people of
Asia.
St. Joseph Social Services
Manila, The Philippines
* * %*

I enjoyed listening to News & Letters
on the tape I received, especially since I

have not been able to read small primg~.. . .

for some time. I also like the concept
and contents of Freedom Ideas Interna-
tional. In Britain radical ideas are not
available for the visually impaired.
Please enter my subscription.

Bob Dore

Wales

Editor’s note: Subs to N&L are available

on audio tapes from Our Right to Know

Braille Press, 640 Bayside, Detroit, MI
48217. )
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Essay Article

by Lou Turner

The unrecollected moments of the revolutionary dem-
ocratic movement that re-drew the map of Africa and
redefined the post-World War Il global order are surely
forgotten in the paroxysm of democracy propelling the
present historic moment. Why now must Africa unlearn
its revelutionary history in order to “learn” the democ-
racy of a “new world order”? And with what primer is
Africa made to “‘learn” democracy?

In its report on Africa under the new regime of the
World Bank, Africa Confidential offered this synopsis:
“The World Bank’s contention in its Long Term Per-
spective Study published two years ago that *. underly-
ing the litany of Afrxca s development problems is a cri-

n-.sas of governance,’ is widely held to have helped if not

precipitated, the movements for political reform in Afri-
ca, as well as the continuing debate about political con-
ditionality on aid”’ (AC, Oct. 11, 1991).

Arguably, the manner and means by which we distin-
guish what is living in the thought of Frantz Fanon, on
the 30th anniversary of his death, is a task confounded

by the seeming anomaly of the West making its authori-

tarian economism the conditio sine qua non of African
democracy. However, if Frantz Fanon is not perceived
as an ideological force in what Wole Soyinka calls the

“propulsion of the present historic moment,” it is less a
question of rethinking Fanon’s “relevance,” than a fear
of thmkmg the dialectics of revolution embedded in Af-
rica’s economic reality.

I

Among his biographers, Jean-Paul Sartre’s most revo-
lutionary writing is considered to be his preface to
Fanon’s The Wretched of the Earth. They attribute
this to Sartre’s intense meeting with Fanon in Rome,
the summer of 1961, several months before Fanon’s
death on Dec. 6.

In 1961, revolution did not have to be made real. Its
__ -Ipeaning dxd In 1991, 30 years after the publication of
" “Fanon’s manifesto of Third World revolution, The
‘Wretched of the Earth (WOTE), revolution does have
to be made real. To be sure, Fanon’s capacity to com-
municate the reality of the African revolution as an act
of world history was a function.of his grasp of its under-
lying dialectic which he called a “‘new humanism.”

The African Revolution, in Fanon’s view, “is a histor-
ical process: that is to say it cannot be understood, it
cannot become intelligible nor clear to itself except in
the exact measure that we can discern the movements
which give it historical form and content.”* This is the
reason of revolution Fanon discovered in Marx’s 18th
Brumaire, which he made the frontis to the final chap-
ter of his 1952 Black Skins, White Masks: “In order to
find their own content, the revolutions of the nine-
teenth century have to let the dead bury the dead. Be-
fore, the expression exceeded the content; now the con-
tent exceeds the expression.”

As “unheroic as bourgeois society is,” wrote Marx in
the 18th Brumaire, ‘‘it nevertheless took heroism, sac-
rifice, terror, civil war and battles of peoples to bring it
into being.””? The ideological trappings of ‘“‘democracy’
and liberal ““‘universalism’’ are the self-deceptions neces-
sary for the bourgeoisie to conceal “the bourgeois limi-
_t#tions of the content of their struggles” (p. 16).

Fanon’s reference to ‘“‘the unpreparedness of the edu-
cated classes, the lack of practical links between them
and the mass of the people, their laziness, and, let it be
said, their cowardice at the decisive moment of the
struggle” (WOTE, p. 121), recapitulated Marx’s catego-
ry. Moreover, Marx’s notion that the revolution which
brings the bourgeoisie into being suffers from the
“bourgeois limitations of the content of the struggle”
points to what Fanon called the “historical result of the
#capacity of the national middle-class to rationalize
popular action, that is to say their incapacity to see into
the reasons for that action” (WOTE, p. 121).

Fanon’s “rationalization’ of mass action presupposed
Marx’s conceptualization of pre-capitalist formations.
This is evident from Fanon'’s early reference in WOTE
to the “originality of the colonial context” wherein
“economic substructure is also a superstructure.” In
stating that this meant that the ‘‘Marxist analysis
should always be slightly stretched every time we have
to do with the colonial problem,” Fanon acknowledged
that “Everything up to and including the very nature of
pre-capitalist society, so well explained by Marx, must
be thought out again” (WOTE, pp. 32-33).

W While Marx’s 18th Brumaire served Fanon’s
conceptualization of the historical determination of
modern colonial and neo-colonial class divisions and
struggles, his explanation of pre-capitalist society met
Fanon's need to conceptualize Africa’s indigenous struc-
—tures and cultural formations. The Manichean settler-
natiye distinction, the town and country dichotomy, the
petty-bourgeois and peasant division, as well as the Eu-
ropean-African cultural conflict are all categories origi-
nating in Fanon’s “thinking out again” of Marx’s dia-
lectic of modern and pre-capitalist societies.

IT

. The “order-mongering” powers of Western imperial-
{em that Marx attacked also came under Fanon’s scruti-

1. Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (New York: Grove
Press, 1968), pp. 29-30; hereafter referred to as “WOTE" followed by
page reference.

2. Karl Marx, The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte (New York:
International Publishers, 1975), p. 16; hereafter page references are giv-
en in text.

On the 30th anniversary of his death
The Marxist Humanist legacy of Frantz Fanon

ny in the first chapter of WOTE. “The violence which
has ruled over the ordering of the colonial world,”

Fanon wrote, “which has ceaselessly drummed the
rhythm for the destruction of native social forms and
broken up without reserve the systems of reference of
the economy, the customs of dress and external life,
that same violence will be claimed and taken over by the
native at the moment when, deciding to embody history
in his own person, he surges into the forbidden quar-
ters” (WOTE, p. 33)-

It so happens, however, that the “absolute praxis”
that Renate Zahar contends is implicit in Fanon’s theo-
ry of violence raises a question as to the meaning of his
sudden reference to the ‘““absolute.” According to Fanon,
“The natives’ challenge to the colonial world is not a ra-
tional confrontation of points of view. It is not a treatise
on the universal, but the untidy affirmation of an origi-
nal idea propounded as an absolute’” (WOTE, p. 33).

The sudden allusion to the absolute appears to be a
reference to Hegel, and Zahar is certainly right to point
to the relation of Fanon’s theory of violence to Hegel’s
category of “Absolute Freedom and Terror’ in Hegel’s
Phenomenology of Mind. However, the violence which
“represents the absolute line of action” of the native
also refers to Fanon’s critique of Engels’ theory of vio-
lence in history. Because of his one-sided reliance on
military factors and the stage of productive forces as the
determinant in historical conflicts in Anti-Duhring,
Engels generalized into a theory of history the early fail-
ure of colonial revolts against the advanced industrial
power of Western capitalism. Marx never held Engels’
deterministic view that ‘‘violence depends upon the pro-
duction of armaments, a: d this in its turn depends on
production in general” (WOTE, p. 50).

Nor does Marx’s conception of the ‘“‘epochs of social
revolution” imminent in pre-capitalist societies corre-
spond to anything so unilinear as Samir Amin’s
Engelsian view, in his pamphlet Eurocentrism, that
Marx “believed that capitalist expansion was irresistible
and that it would rapidly suppress all vestiges of earlier
modes of production, as well as the social, cultural, and
political forms associated with them; in a word, that
this expansion would homogenize global society on the
basis of a generalized social polarization (bourgeois-pro-
letariat), similar from one country to the next.’’

As against Amin’s unilinearism, the late Marxist-Hu-

‘manist philosopher Raya Dunayevskaya found in her

study of Marx’s writings on pre-capitalist societies, espe-
cially his Ethnological Notebooks, a concept of
multilinear pathways in humanity’s development out of
the primitive commune. Marx’s Ethnological Note-
books occupy a central place in Dunayevskaya’s critique
of the ““post-Marx Marxism” of Frederick Engels. In
contrast to Engels, Marx concentrated on the dualism
inherent in the transition out of the primitive commune
to caste society, a transition disclosing sexual antago-
nisms in the family and hierarchical antagonisms in so-
ciety.

These social structures and struggles were conceptu-
alized by Fanon on the basis of Marx’s dichotomy of
town and country and, on the basis of such a dualism,
Fanon critically examined the nationalist movement, its
political parties and national leadership. The indigenous
development of unequal exchange relations subserved
the formation of an African elite and its nationalist par-
ties, such that “The elite attach a fundamental impor-
tance to organization, so much so that the fetish of or-
ganization will often take precedence over a reasoned
study of colonial society” (WOTE, p. 88). Fanon recog-
nized further that while the “followers of the national-
ist political parties are above all town-dwellers...the
overwhelming majority of nationalist parties show a

- deep distrust towards the people of the rural areas”.

The class structure of modern African society, its ur-
ban-rural dichotomy, was by no means merely the con-
text of Fanon’s conceptualization of the nationalist
movement. They determined the ideological forces of an
incipient social revolution in African society; an ongoing

3. Samir Amin, Eurocentrism (New York: Monthly Review Press,

1989), p. 121.

transformation of nationalism into “a consciousness of
soclal and political needs, in other words into human-
ism” (WOTE, pp. 162-63).

However, because the historical determination is on
the side of the forces of modern “Westernized national-
ism,” Fanon directs the weight of his critique at the
modern, urban-based, political movement. For those
forces constituted the neo-colonial political state along-
side, rather than upon, the ruins of the colonial machin-
ery. Just as; in Marx’s analysis, rural isolation was the
basis upon which Bonapartist usurpation entrenched it-
self, so the urban-rural dichotomy served colonialism’s
incubation of indigencus centralizing authority in the
Third World. The national leadership, in the period of
independence, perfects the state machinery of this cen-
tralizing authority and augments its division of labor
through the growth of class and ethnic interests in soci-
ety.

As Marx stated, recapitulating the Communist Mani-
festo, ‘‘All revolutions perfected this machine instead of
smashing it. The parties that contended in turn for
domination regarded the possession of this huge state
edifice as the principal spoils of the victor” (p. 122). The
process of urbanization and modernization under way in
the colonial and neo-colonial period transposed the priv-
ileges of the traditional hierarchy into so many attri-
butes of state power.

That the retrogressive elements of traditional society
continued to occupy Fanon throughout WOTE suggests
that the modern African state apparatus was construct-
ed less upon than alongside their ruins. The originality
of Fanon’s conceptualization is that he saw the urban
nationalist movement, because of its uncritical appropri-
ation of Western political ‘models, aiding the dissolution
of those “living traditions” of the peasantry which had
historically resisted colonial encroachment.

II1
“Colonialism and its derivatives do not, as a matter
of fact constitute the present enemies of Africa.... For
my part, the deeper I enter into the cultures and the
political circles the surer I am that the great danger
that threatens Africa is the absence of ideology.”
—Frantz Fanon

Ther¢ seems to be little to distinguish the National
Question as a revolutionary question in the propulsion’
of the present historic moment, as the idecology of bour-
geois democracy supplants the revolutionary strivings of
the masses in the Third World. Like Fanon, Raya
Dunayevskaya argued that the organizational question
has been instrumental to the national bourgeoisie’s he-
gemony over the national liberation movement.

While it is at first quite compelling when Issa Shivji
assertd that “The most important aspect of (the) strug-
gle in Africa, in my opinion, is organizational,” his no-
tion of Africa’s “New Democratic Revolution” rings
very hollow. For the “organizational’” in Shivji's new
‘“‘democratic’’ perspectives is not only bereft of any phi-
losophy of revolution, but Marxism is fantastically char-
acterized by this post-Marx Marxist as a theory that
“confronts the masses as an alien and dominating force
the way ‘dead labor’ (capital) confronts ‘living labor’
(the worker) as a dominating and alien force’ !4

The f‘organizational question” is dealt with in an ab-
solutely different manner in Dunayevskaya’s {reatment
of Rosa Luxemburg, the revolutionary Marxist whose
concept of spontaneity is often compared to Fanon’s,
but whose view of the National Question could not be
furthier from Fanon’s. Still, Shivji’s retrograde view of
Margtism does go to an important aspect of
Dunayevskaya’s critique of Luxemburg.

At issue is the question of so-called Marxist “ortho-
doxy.’! While the present generation of post-Marx Marx-
ist and non-Marxist theorists of the Third World, such
as Amin and Shivji, imagine that they are “‘original” in
dismissing Marx or asserting that he was allegedly
Eurpcentric, Fanon’s creative attitude toward Marxist
“orthodoxy’” is so profound a departure from today’s
epigones that new pathways open up for the articulation
of the new Third World Marxist Humanism. “Ortho-
doxy,” Dunayevskaya argued, is “not a question of
whether Marx could ot could not be wrong.... It (is) a
question of dialectics, of the methodology of approach-
ing opposites.”’s

The search for new theomes to answer new facts in a
changed world has nowhere led post-Marx Marxists
mare astray from Marxian dialectics than on the Na-
tional Question. When- facing the Natmnal Question,
why was dialectics judged to be “abstract’” by Luxem-
bwrg, and concrete, indeed indispensable, by Fanon? It
is ‘ot explained by Luxemburg being the first Marxist
to smell the malodorous scent of imperialism at the
turn of the century, while as the consummate theorist-
ingider Fanon chronicled the Third World’s overfurning
imperialist colonialism in the post-World War II era.

‘New “facts,” changed world circumstances, and new
forces of revolution in the struggle against imperialism
are no doubt key factors. However, Luxemburg and
Fanon's attitudes toward them reflect more what is
common to their approach than different. Both were
highly responsive to revolutionary developments and
counter-revolutionary challenges. And whereas Luxem-
burg was steeped in the Marxist tradition and recog-

| (continued on page 9)
4. Issa Shivji Fight my Beloved Continent; New Democracy in

Africa, (Southern African Political Economy Series, 1988), p. 20. .

5. Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation and '
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (Urbana: Umverslty of Tilinois

lPress 1991), p. 58; hereafter page references are given in text.
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Black/Red Vie

By John Alan

While we'’re rejoicing over the electoral defeat suffered
by David Duke, the former Klansman and neo-Nazi, for
the governorship of Louisiana by a massive turnout of
Black voters, we should not forget that Duke got 55% of
the white vote by conducting a blatant, racist political
campaign against affirmative action and the myth of the
Black welfare mother.

Thus, Duke’s racist appeal was a success with the
white voters and it could open a new era of racism as
the coming presidential election becomes the focus
of all political ideologies.

Clearly, it would be naive to think that Duke is a Lou-
isiana phenomenon and that there is a fundamental
ideological difference between President Bush and
Duke. Both of these men are deeply rooted in the poli-
tics. of American racism as an historical and ongoing
force of retrogressionism in this country.

Bush’s so-called opposition to Duke’s “bigotry” is at
best symbolic criticism, demanded by the political need
to separate his own racist politics from Duke’s unsavory
history as a Klansman and a neo-Nazi. Indeed, it was
Ronald Reagan, who promoted the mythological Black

| Protest racist ruling |

Los Angeles, Cal.—There have been ongoing pro-
tests in the Black community here against the injustice
perpetrated by Judge Karlin, who gave the light sen-
tence of a $500 fine, five years probation and 400 hours
of community service to the Korean merchant Soon Ja
Du, who had shot in the back and killed 15-year-old
Latasha Harlins, a Black woman, after a heated argu-
ment and fight over a $1.79 bottle of orange juice.

This confrontation and murder was caught on the se-
curity camera of the Du’s family business, located in
majority Black South Central L.A. It is obvious from

this film that there was no theft taking place and

Latasha was shot by an angry Du while walking away.

I attended a rally of about 300 angry community
members, held at a church in the heart of South Cen-
tral L.A. not far from where the shooting took place.
There were speakers from the Latasha Harlins Justice
Committee as well as Denise Harlins, Ron Wilkins, Jim
Brown, the Nation of Islam, and more.

Wilkins attempted to show the merchant class as
the enemy and not just “all” Koreans, who abun-
dantly own businesses in the Black community. He
related this to his experience of being a participant
in the 1965 Watts revolt as a struggle against the
merchant class and the police.

Most of the energy of this rally was directed toward
the removal of Judge Karlin from the bench as unfit
and against her sentence of Du as being a criminal mis-
carriage of justice. The solution many speakers posed
was a boycott of Korean-owned stores and the Black
ownership of all stores in the Black community to help
stop Korean merchants’ racist attitudes towards mostly
Black customers.

The Latasha Harlins Justice Committee is asking sup-
porters to wear black ribbons, due to the fact that Black
people are being held hostage in their own communi-
ty—but the ribbon is a call for “Love, Unity, Respect,
and Appreciation for Black Life.”

A letter to the Los Angeles Times gives a feeling for
the anger and frustration within the Black community,
which has witnessed stiff sentences of Black youth as
part of Police Chief Gates’ war on crime, drugs and
gangs:

‘“How dare we talk of a mighty America while our le-
gal system belittles the Black community this much?
From the days of slavery, to the emancipation from
slavery, to the promise of 40 acres and a mule, to insti-
tutionalized racism, from those days until now, we have
waited and hoped for healing. But we see not even a
gesture in sight. With this background of such traves-
ties of justice, the revolution that will take place in
America will make the French Revolution look like a
Sunday school picnic.” ~—Gene Ford

e

Duke’s appeal sign of new era of racism

welfare mother driving a Cadillac. And it was Bush who
invented Willie Horton and turned affirmative action
into the ‘‘dreadful image” of a ““quota system.”

It was precisely the Reagan/Bush type racism, as a
nationwide phenomenon, from which David Duke
found his supporters. According to the financial re-
port he filed, 47% of the million and a half dollars he
received in campaign funds came from outside Loui-
siana. Interviews conducted by the local media re-
vealed that his supporters were vehemently op-
posed to affirmative action programs because pref-
erences were given to Blacks and other minorities.
These people also wanted “welfare reform” to re-
duce the high cost of maintaining the recipients.

Now this latter opinion is not just céming from mid-
dle-class whites caught in the economic crunch of the
depression, but from Pete Wilson, the conservative Gov-
ernor of California. Wilson has loudly proclaimed that
the crisis in his state budget is caused by what he calls
“expensive social service” for poor people.

When we “decode” this, it means, in the language of
today’s political racism, that right-wing forces, including
the Bush administration, have succeeded in deluding a
considerable section of the white middle-class into be-
lieving that their economic strain, unemployment and
social dissolution is caused by affirmative action and
Black welfare recipients.

This absurdity, this perverse “rationality,” is noth-

ing less than the age-long practice of placing the cri-

sis of capitalism’s breakdown on the “social evils” of
the poor and minorities. This subversion of reality
gains the appearance of truth because it seems to
“confirm” an ideology of racism that depicts Black
Americans as a menace to middle-class morality.
The pervasiveness of this racism has a strong im-
pact on the politics and social thinking in this coun-
try. It provides a “ready made image” of Black
Americans and is powerful enough to pollute the
thinking of a considerable section of a new genera-

Detroit homeless

- Detroit, Mich.—Ever since Michigan Governor
John Engler cut 82,000 people off General Assistance
welfare Oct. 1, homeless activist protesters have also
battled Detroit police. The Michigan Up and Out of Pov-
erty Now! Coalition erected “tent cities” and took over
an empty building at the Jeffries Public Housing Pro-
ject. Citing health and safety hazards, the police repeat-
edly tore them down. In late November, the Coalition
was upheld in a court ruling and is building an addition-
al tent city at the State Capitol in Lansing.

Governor Engler’s response, when he isn’t simply de-
nying the problem, is to say that there are plenty of
warming shelters and to announce a ‘“new jobs pro-
gram.” It will produce “up to” 15,000 temporary jobs
and rely on “private individuals to offer opportunities
for household work.” [sic!]

The federal government has called Detroit’s public
housing, with a 40% vacancy rate, the worst in the
nation. Mayor Young has pledged to ready 260 units
for the homeless (with $3.9 million in Federal Block
Grant funds taken from community organizations
who are supposed to control them). And one activist
told me: “What is not being reported is the city’s
plan to tear down 1,000 units at the Parkside Pro-
jects, to be replaced by condos.”

Many in Detroit have criticized the city’s vigilant con-
cern over conditions in the tents (which the Coalition
has said are only a symbol of their drive for permanent
housing, when thousands of houses are abandoned and
stand vacant and unsafe for years.

The tent cities directly challenge not only Engler-
Bush’s repressive ideology but the housing and develop-
ment policies of Mayor Coleman Young. Neighborhood
decline proceeds unabated, land value drops, and con-
tractors come in with big gentrification projects that
drain money and jobs from the people of Deiroit. But
the challenge from the Black community is so massive
now that even some of the Black elite are saying ‘“Time
for a Change.” —Susan Van Gelder

Frantz Fanon’s Marxist Humanist legacy

(continued frém page 8)
nized as one of its greatest practitioners, Fanon is held

" to be outside that tradition and a representative of a so-

called non-Marxist Third Worldism. Yet, the Marxist
Luxemburg and the ‘“non-Marxist” Fanon displayed
very different attitudes toward Marxian dialectics.

Their divergence is explained less by their respective
historic moments than by the philosophic moment of
what Hegel called a “birth-time of history.” It wasn’t
until the outbreak of World War I and the collapse of
established Marxism that a Marxist of Luxemburg’s
generation — Lenin — returned to the philosophic roots
of the Marxian dialectic in Hegel. It was a return Lux-
emburg never made. The immediate post-World War II
period found Fanon actively participating in the Left
‘“Hegel renaissance” in France. His profound and origi-
nal reading of Hegel’s master-slave dialectic constituted
the penultimate section of his 1952 Black Skins, White
Masks. He developed his original comprehension of He-
gelian and Marxian dialectics further in WOTE, a dec-
ade later. : : '

As against Luxemburg, there is no counterposing of
class struggles to national self-determination in Fanon.
On the contrary, he followed the class divisions within
the National Question in order to discover the revolu-

tionary potential which lay at the deepest strata of
Third World society. That this ‘“demanded” in
Dunayevskaya words, “‘a broadening of the very concept
of a philosophy of revolution” (p. 54) is precisely what
Fanon meant when he stated that “Everything up to
and including the very nature of pre-capitalist: society,
so well explained by Marx must be thought out again.”
Where Luxemburg counterposed internationalism to
nationalism, Fanon argued that ‘“National conscious-
ness which is not nationalism is the only thing that will
give us an international dimention” (WOTE, p. 198).
While there is no greater outcry against the horrors of
imperialism than Rosa Luxemburg’s writings on accu-

. mulation, she, nevertheless, believed that imperialism

imposed such an incubus on ‘“‘the inner and outer life of

the -nation” that the dialectics of national liberation:

were impossible to realize. :

. “The ‘birth -of .the Third World in our-era,’” .

Duneyevskaya concluded, “has made it easy not'to fall
into the trap-of .counterposing ‘internationalism’ and
‘nationalism,’ ‘as if they were at all times irreconcilable
absolutes. In the hands of a revolutionary like Frantz
Fanon, the dialectical relationship of the two was beau-
tifully developed by him in expressing the idea, even of
an absolute, as if it were a fighting slogan” (p. 57).

tion of Black intellectuals.

When David Duke and other retrogressive elements
project Black Americans as a “social evil,” no matter
the code words they use, they are challenging the right
of a race of people to exist. History has shown in this
century that racism contains the potential of genocide if
it is not vigorously opposed.

This era of racism is emerging from the crisis in high-
tech capitalism in the same way that an earlier era of
racism was grounded in the industrialization of the
“New South” after Reconstruction. It is high time to
begin thinking how we can begin in a new way to pre- |
vent a tragic repeat of history.

[ Plight of Haitians |

Haitian refugees interned at Guantanamo Naval
Base,

The following letter was just received from our corre-
spondent in Haiti:

Comrades—It has been many weeks since I have been
able to communicate with you. After the military coup

which overthrew the constitutionally-elected presiderit™

of Haiti, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, I had to ‘‘disappear”
because all journalists are being persecuted. Every day
there are threats. My wife, who recently gave birth to a
little girl, had to leave because of the fear of reprisals.
Nevertheless, we are continuing the struggle for free-
dom and democracy in our country. Greetings to you
and all your readers!

®

Editor’s note: The barbarism of U.S. government policy
toward Haitians escaping from the dictatorship imposed
upon them by the military overthrow of President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide is not a new policy of the U.S. vs Haiti. A
decade ago during the mass exodus from the Duvalier re-
gime the U.S. practiced this blatant racism. We print below
excerpts from the “Worker’s Journal” column that Charles
Denby, editor of News & Letters from 1955 to 1983, and
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal
wrote in the January-February, 1982 issue.

“Haitians dehumanized at Krome”

I have just read a shocking article called ‘“‘Inside
Krome” —the detention camp which used to house Cu-
ban refugees and now imprisons Haitians. As shocking
as the content is the fact that the article was writtef,
not by a spokesperson for the refugees, but by the chief
spokesperson for the United States State Department at
the Krome detention facility, Larry Mahoney. ;

“1 worked for the State Department as the govern
ment’s chief spokesman—more often apologist—for
Krome. The job was difficult and not a little shameful. 1
saw women sleeping under blankets so soiled and
threadbare I mistook them for the contents of vacuum-
cleaner bags; guards so indifferent to suffering that they
snickered at the helpless; sanitary facilities so squalid
they turned your stomach. Above all, there was the crip-
pling boredom. The people just slept and ate, ate and
slept. . . In the end, I found I could no longer cover for
the indignities my government countenanced, and quit
in frustration.”

Mahoney admits that far from being ‘‘detainees,” the
Haitians were prisoners: . . . like all prisoners, they
thirsted for freedom.” And he goes on to describe how
200 Haitians over a period of a week had fled the camp
through a slit in the fence... ~

It cannot be an accident that these refugees have
been treated this way because they are Black. It is inter-
esting what a strange capacity for outrage we “civilized

peoples” can display when our special concepts of huer:,

man decency and justice have been violated. We can de-
nounce and talk of retaliation when justice is denied one
place, but approve and support identical or worse injus-
tice elsewhere. Look at how we apply labels like freedom
fighters and martyrs some places and not others. -

If your name is Steve Biko and you are the educated,
eloquent spokesman against oppression of your people:
in South Africa, you are a subversive. But if your name .
is Lech Walesa you are a freedom fighter. '

The point is that it is right here and now—in the
United :States . today—that ‘Haitian refugees are being
treated like this. We cannot remain silent, we need to
speak out, to act to put an end to these atrocities.

E . [ ] : '
-‘We still need to speak out. Though political the situa-

' tion today is different, the racism of U.S. policy is most. -
- open and vulgar. -“Rescuing’’ escaping Haitians on the’

high seas, the U.S. has sent them to an internment
camp at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba — anything but allow
them into the United States.



i
I

Page 10

NEWS & LETTERS

DECEMBER, 1991

(continued from page 1)
for the Black Dimension—requires both a recognition of
the new type of problems that all freedom movements
are facing today and a return to the historic-philosophic
context in which freedom ideas have developed in this
country.

Consider the events of the past two months in these
racist United States. Far from the defeat of Nazi-
KKK’er David Duke in the race for Governor of Louisi-
ana being any great “victory,” the fact is that only the
massive turnout of Blacks there stemmed the tide.
Some 55% of Louisiana whites voted for Duke, who has
now announced that he will run in presidential primar-
ies in both North and South next March.

Whatever Bush and his allies may say now about
Duke, it was Bush who tilled the soil for him with his
cynical rhetoric about the 1991 Civil Rights Bill as a
“guota bill”which would deprive white workers of jobs.

isn’t that Bush, who labored day and night for two
years to assure that the Civil Rights Bill finally passed
in November would be so watered down as to be nearly
useless, doesn’t know the facts about racism in employ-
ment,

It is that the soul of American capitalism in time

Protesting against Duke in Louisiana

of crisis has always been racism, from the breakup

-.=.0f the Populist movement when the new stage of im-

perialism appeared at the end of the 1890s, through
“Red Summer,” 1919, when attacks on Blacks re-
turning from World War I went hand in hand with
attacks on radicals supporting the Russian Revolu-
tion, to the Nixon and Wallace racist campaigns of
1968 after the ghetto rebellions.

October, 1991, however, revealed a new type of at-
tack. Despite persistent Black opposition to a decade of
Reagan-Bush assaults on the gains of the Civil Rights
Movement, Bush was able to get his Black conservative,
anti-affirmative action, anti-woman nominee, Clarence
Thomas, confirmed for a seat on the Supreme Court. It
is bad enough that Bush was able to take advantage
both of the atmosphere of racism that he had helped
create and of the sex and class divisions in the Black
community. The successful appropriation of history by
Clarence Thomas, when he falsely pictured himself as a
vietim of a “high-tech lynching,”” warns us both about
the present erosion of historical consciousness even
within Black America and about the ideological pollu-
tion afflicting freedom movements everywhere today.
Such ideological pollution cripples Black America’s liber-
ation struggle by shackling minds.

It was against this type of mind shackling that the
“Pather of Black History,” Carter G. Woodson, warned
in his 1933 book, The Miseducation of the Negro:
“When you control a man’s thinking you do not have to
worry about his actions. You do not have to tell him not
to stand there or go yonder. He will find his ‘proper
place’ and will stay in it. You do not need to send him to
the back door. He will go there without being told.”

How do we find pathways out of this kind of mind
control in a period when it has assumed such new
forms? It was this problem that Raya Dunayevskaya
was grappling with when she wrote in Black History
Month, 1987: “the current outburst of ever-present rac-
ism, brought to a new virulence by six years of Reagan
retrogressionism...makes it imperative to look at the

Capitalist production |

(continued from page 4)
vanished; after labor, from a mere means of life,
has itself become the prime necessity of life; after
the productive forces have also increased with the
all-round development of the individual, and all
the springs of co-operative wealth flow more abun-
dantly—only then can the narrow horizon of bour-
geois right be fully left behind and society inscribe
on its banners: from each according to his ability,
to each according to his needs!” (Critique of the

Gotha Program)

“* The positive in the negative was not—was not—that
Alienated Labor under capitalism is the human activity,
much less that science is the human activity. Rather, it
was the struggles of the Alienated Laborers against
capitalism, and the laborers’ passion for an actual unity
of mental and manual labor, that spells out the urgency
of revolution.

What the revolutionary theoreticians need to do is lis-

““ten to the voices from below, and concretize that new

unity by practicing it in their own publications, activi-
ties, relations, as they prepare for revolution, anticipate
it, labor for it. The absolute opposite of that is what
oozes out from the ideclogues under capitalism—which
is why Marx called them the “prize-fighters” for capital-
ism,

whole history of how American civilization continues to
be on trial. This history is not just a matter of a book or
a single period. It demands the whole of the Marxist-
Humanist Archives before you can see the other, abso-
lute opposite of this racism, the revolutionary Black Di-
mension as ONGOING.”

Take the fiery murder of 25 poultry processing plant
workers in Hamlet, N.C. on Sept. 3. The workers, 85%
of them Black, labored under diseased, crippling, health
and safety conditions for an average $5.40 per hour be-
fore they died in a building where the doors were
chained shut. The truth is that those warkers, both
Black and white, suffered and died because-the South-
remains to this day a largely non-union preserve in
which corporations are free to exploit labor under condi-
tions that, at least until recently, were not permitted in
the rest of the country. The tragedy in Hamlet poses,
therefore, if only by the consequences of its absence, the
pivotal relationship that has impacted all of American
history—the revolutionary relationship between the
Black masses and white labor.

BLACK MASSES AND WHITE LABOR

That relationship was first posed by Karl Marx at the
end of the Civil War in his greatest work, Capital. He
insisted that ‘“labor cannot emancipate itself in the
white skin where in the black it is branded.” Scarcely
ten years later the withdrawal of federal troops from
the South proved Marx’s point. Not only did it betray
Black hopes and put an end to Reconstruction, but the
traops withdrawn from the South were used to suppress
the 1877 wave of strikes that swept across the North,

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s posed a chal-
lenge to the AFL-CIO to ‘“‘organize the unorganized”
poverty-wage, non-union workers—Black, Latino and
white, North and South. All labor is paying for the AFL-
CIO’s failure to meet that challenge. ‘‘Southern” wages
and working conditions, far from remaining confined to
the South, are today becoming the rule in the North.

American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as
Vanguard, the 1963 News and Letters statement writ-
ten at the height of the Civil Rights Movement,
summed up this relationship: ‘“The first appearance of
trade unions and workingmen’s parties in the U.S. par-
alleled the greatest of the slave revolts and the emer-
gence of the Abolitionist movement. This parallelism is
the characteristic feature of American class struggle.
Only when these two great movements coalesce do we
reach decisive turning points in U.S. development.”’

Dunayevskaya considered this needed coalescence to
be so crucial that she followed closely every new strug-
gle. In April, 1987 she singled out the organizing strug-
gle by Black women workers at Delta Pride, a Mississip-
pi catfish processing company. She insisted that the “re-
ality of the South” included ‘“‘the human factor and its
ever-developing creativity’”’ and related the potential im-
pact of such new human dimensions to Marx’s view that
“a single Negro regiment” could change the course of
the Civil War.}

Today we are not facing any decisive turning point
like that reached when the end of the Civil War brought
forth both Black Reconstruction and the struggle for
the eight-hour day. The problem of how to develop
those new human dimensions into a new movement to
transform society looms larger than ever. Everyone,
whether in the labor movement or in the Black commu-
nity, is speaking of the need for “‘organization.”

The problem of how to create new organization re-
mains posed as though it could be separated from the
need to work out new ways of thinking. The truth is
that the present organizational crisis is so deep that
it is impossible to begin to create a new movement
that would coalesce the freedom struggles of the
Black masses and the labor movement without new
philosophic determinants.

Even in the 1960s, when the Civil Rights Movement
was at its highest point, American Civilization on Tri-
al made clear that the magnificent new forms of self-or-
ganization created by the Black masses—forms which
challenged the old constraints imposed by the Left van-
guard parties and by middle-class Black reformism —
were nevertheless incomplete. In the Introduction to the
1983 edition of American Civilization on Trial, writ-
ten two months before the counter-revolution from
within the revolution opened the door for Reagan’s im-
perialist invasion in the Black Caribbean island of Gre-
nada, Dunayevskaya added: “It has become clear since
the 1960s that even the greatest actions need the direc-
tion that comes from a total philosophy of freedom.
What is needed now is to concretize such a philosophy
of freedom as the reality for our age.”

To ‘“‘concretize such a philosophy of freedom,” at a
moment when unprecedented ideological disarray has
entered even the Black Dimension, demands that we re-
consider, from a different vantage point, the central cat-
egory of American Civilization on Trial—-that ‘“at
each turning point of development in the U.S,, it was
the Black masses in motion who proved to be the van-
guard.”

The focus on the Black masses, as opposed to those
Black intellectuals who called themselves a ‘“‘talented
tenth” and sought to lead the Black freedom movement,
was never a class divide alone. So thorough is the eva-
sion of working out a philosophy of revolution on the
part of so many Black leaders, it has produced a new

s

1. Raya Dunayevskaya letter to Lou Turner, April 24, 1987, in Supple-
ment to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #11213. Delta Pride
workers are continuing their struggles; their voices are heard in an ex-
ce;llfnt special report on the catfish industry in Southern Exposure,
Fall 1991.

™ Crises in labor, Black movements compel new beginnings

situation that has left the movement as a whole open to
ideological pallution. We need to see that the divisions
also embrace a different kind of subjectivity, one that
some elements within the Black Dimension continue to
express, women and youth especially.
MALCOLM X AND THE BATTLE FOR
MINDS .
Seeking, for example, to explain the soaring populari-
ty of Malcolm X among Black youth, they either tell the
press that it is a “fad” promoted by movie director
Spike Lee or set it in the context of their own agendas,

* whether those be the revival of Booker T. Washington’s

views or the development of the ‘“Afrocentric Idea.”
Just as few white radicals or Black intellectuals really
listened to the Black masses rallying to Marcus Garvey
in the 1920s, confining themselves to exposing his
“schemes”’ and thus never understanding why six mil-
lion joined Garvey’s UNIA, so few of today’s analysts
are listening to inner city Black youth.

One young Black man told N&L: ‘“Why Malcolin? Be-
cause he’s my ‘role model.’ Bill Coshy is not my role
model. Colored lawyers and accountants and doctors are
not my role models. They only know how to get theirs
and abandon our people while we are being gunned
down in the street. We need to be about the total libera-
tion of our people, like Malcolm said, ‘by any means
necessary.’ ”

A. Peter Bailey, a colleague of Malcolm X’s in the
short-lived Organization of African-Americzn Unity, did
put his finger on a crucial point when he argued that
Malcolm “left a lot of minds changed, like mine. And
that’s why his message has been sustained. Because he
dealt with minds.”

The demand for “total §
liberation” coming from
an inner city high
school student may
seem out of touch with
prevailing wisdom in a
world where the sages
have informed us that §
“absolutes” are danger- §
ous notions which can g
only lead to dictator- JsN
ships. The high school g
student turns  this
whole argument upside down, because he is deter-
mined to destroy the status quo, not find arguments
for its preservation with “role models.” “Total liber-
ation,” he suggests, is bound up with the liberation
of the mind.

In 1953 Raya Dunayevskaya traced the German phi-
losopher G.W.F. Hegel’s Absolute [dea ““beyond transi-
tion”’ to an ‘‘absolute liberation...in which the Idea free-
ly releases itself.” She pointed to Stalin’s ‘‘totalitarian
one-party state’”’ and said that ‘‘that is the new that
must be overcome by a totally new revolt in which ev-
eryone experiences ‘absolute liberation.” ’2 Hegel’s Ab-
solutes may have been rejected by today’s ideologues,
but they are alive wherever human beings seek freedom.

Today’s inner city youth and workers, both employed
and jobless, faced with the most desperate of conditions
and confronting the most formidable of totalitarian en-
emies—George Bush’s “new world order’’ —are refusing
to relinquish control over their own minds. From sweat
shops North and South and from the inner cities come
voices ¢alling for “‘total liberation.” In making such a
demand, if only in a first, tentative expression, they
compel us to focus on what makes a revolutionary Sub-
ject revolutionary—that the Idea of Freedom has be-
come his, or her, essence, aim and object.

The further development of this expression, this
“dealing with Minds,” in working out one’s relation to a
total philosophy of freedom, is the necessary path for
both Black masses and rank-and-file we e
as they seek to alter the present unequa: tcrs
struggle. Indeed, there is no way for any o
out how to develop a new movement for a hu:u::
ty without a much richer groundi~g in the philosophic-
historic context in which it can truly come to be.

2. The Philosopliic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, p.37.
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@ZN® RosaLuxemburg’s concept of
socialist democracy

by Sheila Fuller

The idea of exploring the contributions of Rosa Lux-
emburg, a leader of the German Revolution of 1919, on.
the subject of democracy became urgent for me last year
during my participation in the activities against the Per-
sian Gulf War. Very often at anti-war coalition meet-
ings, questions and debates came up about the meaning
of genuine democracy. These questions were mainly left
unanswered. And I believe that our failure to really dis-
cuss the meaning of radical democracy had a lot to do
with why most of our anti-war coalitions fell through
soon after the war ended. However, the point is to learn
from the experiences of the anti-war movement and
search for new beginnings.

Raya Dunayevskaya, in her Rosa Luxemburg, Wom-
en’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolu-
tion, (RLWLKM) writes that one of the reasons she em-
barked on writing this book was that Luxemburg ‘“‘was
the first to raise the problematic of our day-—the ques-
tion of socialist democracy after the revolutionary con-
guest of power.” Dunayevskaya . argues that Luxem-
burg’s emphasis on the need for mass: spontaneity after
the revolution illuminates Marx’s concept of revolution
as the free development of every man, woman and child.

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

In her analysis of the 1917 Russian Revolution, writ-
ten in 1918 from prison, Luxemburg most explicitly ex-
pressed her concept of socialist democracy after a revo-
lution. She expressed her excitement about the world-
historic nature of the Russian Revolution, ‘its
unexampled radicalism,” and its ‘‘enduring conse-
quences.”’ But she wrote also of the insufficient democ-
racy: “Freedom only for the supporters of the govern-
ment, only for the members of one party—however nu-
merous they may be-—is no freedom at. all. Freedom is
always and exclusively freedom for the one who thinks
differently.” :

She distinguished her concept of socialist democ-
racy from bourgeois democracy which hides social
inequality and lack of freedom under the shell of
formal equality: “Socialist democracy begins simul-
taneously with the beginnings of the destruction of
class rule and of the construction of socialism. It be-
gins at the very moment of the seizure of power.”

There is so much that we can learn from her writings
on democracy. Her sensitivity to spontaneous mass
movements and the questions they raise about the di-
rection of revolution speaks to the need to he able to
hear the thoughts and ideas which come from within a
spontaneous movement for freedom.

What stands out so strikingly in Luxemburg’s discus-
sion of socialist democracy is her emphasis on the con-

- tinuation of the battle of ideas about the vision of the
future, before, during and after a revolution. She shows
that it is precisely when the battle of ideas and dialogue
in thought is encouraged and intensified that we can

_ have a genuine “public” life that involves the masses of

people as thinkers and decision-makers in a new society.
This concept of democracy speaks directly to the prob-
lems which we experienced in the anti-war movement
last year. Often a healthy battle about the meanings of
ideas which had brought a lot of us to the anti-war coa-

" litions was missing. I am referring to ideas of anti-mili-

tarism, freedom, human liberation, Marxism, socialism.
We were so busy talking about the nuts and bolts of
demonstrations that hardly any room was left for dia-
logue and discussion on visions of the future for the
continuation of the movement. The anti-war movement
was not able to promote the dialogue on alternative vi-
sions of the future.

For those who are searching for new beginnings, Rosa
Luxemburg’s writings on socialist democracy can open
new doors. At the same fime we cannot act as if Luxem-

| Yhateschool |

Glenview, Ill.—My best friend and 1 were dis-
cussing our four-year High School Plan when I shouted
out, “I hate school, it’s so dumb!” My friend said, “I
think school is the best thing that ever happened to
us.” That's when the arguing began.

I said, “How could you like school when we learn
nothing? Who cares about 2000 B.C. and x=6, don't
you want to learn about what’s happening now and
ways to solve the problems? How could you possibly like
a place that’s like a prison—a place where the teachers
control you and tell you where you can go, when you
can leave, what you can say, and how you’re going to
say it? Are you telling me you like other people to con-
trol you? Do you like when the teachers call us stupid,
dumb, that they’re embarrassed to have us and that we
should be embarrassed about how bad we do on
tests—and you can’t say anything back because if you
do you’ll be sent to the dean?”

Her reply was, “No, but after high school, we’ll be
able to control other people.” In shock and anger I
yelled, “Why do you want to control others?’ She said,
“Well, T don’t, but...” Then something came to my
mind. “Oh, yeah, 1 forgot, I should have known that
you like to control others, because you're also anti-
choice.” She screamed, “That’s a totally different sub-
ject!” 1 simply said, “No, it is not.” And that was the
end of our argument. I was so mad I had to get off the

,,,,,,,,,

—]4-year-old woman -

burg’s writings on spontaneity and democracy contain
“the answer” for today.

Dunayevskaya praises Luxemburg’s sensitivity to
mass spontaneity and her emphasis on the continuing
self-development of human beings after a revolution.
However, Dunayevskaya questions why Luxemburg did
not break with the Social Democratic Party of Germany
until the last days of her life and why she did not work
out an alternative to the concept of the ‘“‘party-to-lead.”
LUXEMBURG’S DUALISM

et Dunayevskaya held
that the dualism be-
tween & Luxemburg’s
appreciation of sponta-
neity and yet adher-

Social Democracy re-
sided in her failure to
work out the relation-
ship between the mass
movement and a phi-
losophy of revolution:
“Luxemburg was abso-
‘lutely right in her em-
. i i & phasis that the Marx-
ist movement was the ‘first in the history of class socie-
ties which, in all its moments, in its entire course, reck-
ons on the organization and the independent, direct ac-
tion of the masses.” However, she is not right in holding
that, very nearly automatically, it means so total a con-
ception of socialism that a philesophy of Marx’s con-
cept of revolution could likewise be left to spontaneous
action.”

Dunayevskaya’s critique raises serious questions
for us today. Is it sufficient to stop at a coneept of
organization based on mass spontaneity? Is it even
possible to break with elitism and vanguardism
without working out a concept of organization in
which everyone takes responsibility for developing
the philosophic vision of the future?

There is no doubt that Luxemburg’s discussion of the
need for socialist democracy after a revolution has
raised urgent questions which our age of unfinished and
ahorted revolutions can truly appreciate in a new way.
When the original views of Luxemburg on socialist de-
mocracy are examined from the vantage point of the
problems of our age, specifically the problem of how to
overcome the philosophic void within the Left, then we
can move toward working out her beautiful vision of so-
cialist democracy.

Protest school conditions

Los Angeles, Cal.—A small but very lively and
diverse group of students, from several different area
high schools and ‘junior highs, demonstrated outside
Governor Pete Wilson’s L.A. office on Nov. 30. They
were protesting the over two billion dollars cut from
school budgets, which has resulted in a 33% average in-
crease in class size, the firing of 2,300 teachers, nurses,
and other school staff, and the frequent absence of such
basic materials as textbooks from the school classrooms.

Many of the students talked about the relationship
between the budget cutbacks and the overall dismal
school environment, including the prevalent racial ten-
sions. Just one week earlier, some 400 Black and Latino
students had fought a battle against each other at
Gardena High School. This was but the latest in a series
of such incidents around the city.

One young Black woman, who works with a multi-ra-
cial Rainbow League group at her school in a working-
class suburb, spoke of a recent drive-by shooting there,
and racial slurs, that undercut so much of the work her
group had been doing. “Everyone starts getting con-
fused,” she said. “They think, am I letting my race
down if I don’t get involved here? ”

“In history and literature: it’s still the white
Anglo-Saxon male that we study. Even when we do
have newer textbooks, with discussions of the con-
tributions of minorities and women—the teachers
go on teaching the way they've always done it! And
the newer, younger teachers have all been laid off,
with the cuts! When a racial incident happens, the
administrators just try to hush it up; their attitude
is, if we’re quiet about this, everyone will forget it.”

A Latina from a junior high in East Los Angeles ech-
oed these perceptions: “There’s a lot of tension at my
school between Latinos and Blacks. The Latinos feel the
Blacks are trying to take over, but that’s not true. I
think the problem is that we know so little about each
other; we’re never taught history of all the different
races and groups—including ourselves.

“That results in no one feeling involved in school
because we’re not being taught anything that re-
lates to ourselves, to our lives. We don’t understand
who we are ourselves, we don’t understand who oth-
er groups are and what they've been through and
where theyre coming from—and so we get into
these fights.

“And just in general: with the huge class sizes, it’s so
hard to concentrate or get anything positive out of
school. The government should stop spending so much
money on bombs. Bombs won’t help us. They won't do
anything about this chaos in our lives.” —M.L.

ence to the German:

Youth in Revolt

by Tom Parsons

Marching and singing Haitian Creole songs, 1008 Cor-
nell University students participated in a tribute to
those killed in the right-wing coup in Haiti. A spokes-
person for the Haitian students organization said the
vigil was for “the people of color who have died in the
struggle for freedom.” . e .

There is widespread opposition by Chinese students to
that government’s attempt to stifle dissent by forcing
students from Beijing University to serve a year in the
military. Many participants in the Tiananmen Square
movement were students at Beijing University. In inter-
views on the campus, students said that after the mili-
tary training many students returned more “radical”
and determined in their opposition to the military.

* * *

Members of the Progressive Student Organizationsems:

and Anti-Racist Action at the University of Minnesota
were viciously attacked by supporters of the ‘“White
Student Union” with clubs and chains on Oct. 17. They
were attacked while picketing outside the campus radio
station where the feader of the white supremacist
“union’’ was being interviewed.

Ramifications of Middle
East “peace” process

Israel

Ramat-Gan, Israel—Something new happens
here all the time and usually it's bad news. It’s a violent
part of the world. In a country of four million Israelis
and one and a half million Palestinians there is someone
killed or hurt everyday—usually a Palestinian, some-
times (rarely) a Jew.

When it’s an Israeli that is hurt there’s a big outery.
When it’s a Palestinian it’s not always mentioned and if

mentioned, not always with the person’s name. It’s un-%= -

derstood by the public that if a Palestinian gets hurt it
must be his/her fault. I think a victim of violence is so,
no matter what his/her nationality is, especially when
it’s a battle between an armed and an unarmed person.

Now there’s this Peace Conference. I don’t know any-
one that believes that peace will come out of it. It looks
more like George Bush’s attempt to gain more votes for
the coming elections. I wish for peace, but it looks more
like the last show before the big, terrible war. My one
hope is that things will happen without planning and
attitudes will gradually change.

Your President Bush is too strong now. He’s got no
USSR against him and he’s got no obligations to any-
one. Just remember how he promised the Kurds to help
them in their war against Saddam Hussein and then
went to Syria and let Saddam slaughter the Kurds. I
wonder if the U.S. people understand that in politics
there’s no love or honesty—only self-interest. And a
politician—any politician—is an actor, never the good
father you can trust.  —Israeli woman peace activist

fran

Los Angeles, Cal.—Iran’s criticism of the Middfe
East peace conference should be seen in the context of
Rafsanjani’s attempts to reconstitute his base of sup-
port. It is Rafsanjani’s policy to ensure that no indig-
enous revolutionary or democratic power can arise in
the “Islamic world.” He does not oppose a “peace’ im-
posed on the Middle East by the U.S,, so long as the
“faithful”’ can be maintained sufficiently zealous.

From its first appearance, the “Islamic Republic” has
been rallying around “the faithful” against the “Great
Satan,” while at the same time directly or indirectly
strengthening U.S. imperialism’s hand. This is because
the resistance of masses against imperialism was used
by the Islamic tendencies to advance their own chauvin-
istic imperialism.

Thus while Khamenei was announcing the death sen-
tence against Madrid conference participants, Syria’s
top military brass were visiting Iran, touring military
production facilities and discussing coordination. A Leb-
anese top Shiite clergy was quoted as saying that the re-
lations between Iran and Syria are “strategic”’ and will
not be affected by the disagreements on the Middle East
peace conference.

Iran and Syria’s relations have never constituted
fullfledged “alliance.” Assad’s support for Iran in the
Iran-Irag war was based on his determination to bring
the Iragi military power down to size. Similarly Syria
and Iranian Hezbollah forces in Lebanon cooperated on
the basis of a military balance of forces. At present, too,
they cooperate to the extent that the “new world order’®>-
means an even higher level of balance of terror.

There was a conference called by Iran at the same
time that the Madrid conference was being held. It re-
vealed the conflicts within the various forces in Leba-
non, when Jumblatt walked out of a press conference in

protest. —Cyrus Noveen
For further reading order
Selections from
Raya Dunayevskaya’s

Writings on the Middle East

See literature ad, p.7
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Our Life and Times

by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes

The Middle East talks that began in Madrid last

month, and reconvene in Washington as we go to press,

- were described by one Arab journalist as an American
“peace cage.” There is no doubt that the Bush adminis-
tration is attempting to impose  another chapter of
“New World Order” on the region, particularly on the
Arab-Israeli conflict. The more Bush tried to dilute the
appearance of U.S. dominance, the more obvious it has
become,

First, the U.8. made sure to exclude the UN and the
European Community from involvement in the talks,
And while the decision to have Gorbachev as a co-con-
vener was intended to give the talks an international
cast, it only served to emphasize the post-coup Russian
empire’s greatly diminished superpower status.

. ~=mgn his opening remarks, Gorbachev barely addressed

Cambodian ‘peace’ accord

The four Cambodian factions who in October signed a
peace accord brokered by the U.S., Russia and China to
end two decades of civil war are dissolving into two
sides. On the one hand are forces who have aligned with
Prince Norodom Sihanouk who recently had himself
“installed” as president, effectively undercutting any
possible coalition government. The Vietnamese-backed
faction of Prime Minister Hun Sen has thrown its sup-
port to Sihanouk.

On the other side are the Khmer Rouge (KR), un-
der whose rule in 1975-79 one million people were
killed or perished by forced labor, starvation and
disease in the Cambodian “killing fields.” The for-
mer KR head of the army and secret police, Son Sen,
returned to Phnom Penh in early November to be a
representative on the interim national council.

When Khieu Samphan, widely held to be the architect
of the mass emptying of the cities which led to hun-
dreds of thousands of deaths, returned to Phnom Penh,

---du@ was nearly killed by thousands of angry people who

cornered him in his villa. Security forces saved him
from death and he was escorted out of the country. The
KR leaders say they will return, and they have been
promised a fortified headquarters by Sihanouk.

From before the ink dried, it is clear this settlement
will not bring peace to Cambodia. It isn’t even clear how
long it will last. There are no provisions for completely
disarming the various armed forces. Nor are there any

provisions for bringing Pol Pot to justice, although Siha--

nouk is now saying he favors a tribunal to try the KR.

Sihanouk, the once and future ruler and full-time
opportunist who once called Hun Sen a “one-eyed
traitor,” now calls him “my son.” While Phnom Penh
spent hundreds of thousands on Sihanouk’s return,
hundreds of thousands of refugees are languishing
in camps along the Thai border, or are being pre-
pared by the KR to go to rural areas under their
control.

The U.S. hand in all this was evident in Secretary of
State Baker’s trip to Asia, which began with talks with
Vietnam in Paris, as well as his stop in Beijing. The
U.S. is attempting to impose Bush’s “world order” on

Cambodia and it should be no surprise that the U.S. did
nokzobject to the plan for the KR to join an interim coa-
.:tion.

Middle East talks: ‘American peace cage’

the Middle East, speaking instead about his own eco-
nomic and political crises at home. Russia’s former “cli-
ent states” in the Middle East, especially Syria, had al-
ready solidified their shift by supporting the U.S.
against Iraq during the Persian Gulf war,

Since the end of that war, Bush has not wasted any
chance to cash in on the U.S. victory. The U.S. has ex-
erted pressure on all the parties involved in the current
negotiations—Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and the
Palestinians—as well as those not directly participating,
including Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Iran. But in these

German anti-Nazi rally

Over 50,000 people rallied in Berlin against
neo-Nazi racist violence, and to show solidar-
ity with “foreigners” in Germany. Demonstra-
tions involving 100,000 people were held
across the country on the 53rd anniversary of
the infamous Kristallnacht, when Hitler un-
leased anti-Semitic mobs to attack and kill
Jews and destroy their community.

Truce in El Salvador

The FMLN declared a unilateral truce on Nov, 14, in
effect calling a halt to the civil war in El Salvador which
has endured for 12 years. The truce came out of meet-
ings which have been underway since September, when
the FMLN and the ultra-right wing government of Al-
fredo Cristiani reached agreement on a number of
points.

These include: 1) Appointment of a commission to
oversee and execute the peace accords; 2) “purification”
of the Salvadoran armed forces of elements implicated
in human rights abuses, and reduction of its size, and 3)
protection of families affiliated with the FMLN and rec-
ognition of their right to lands occupied during the civil
war,

There is no guarantee that the truce will not collapse,
or that the negotiations will produce a genuine end to:
the civil war. The decision by the FMLN to seek an end
to armed conflict by political means does not signify
their military weakness, so much as it reflects a loss of
support among workers and peasants to continue with
armed struggle as the sole pathway for transforming Ei
Salvador.

talks attention has focused most sharply on Israel and
the Palestinians.

When Bush held up $10 billion in housing loan guar-
antees, which would have underwritten new Israeli set-
tlements in the occupied territories, it was to send a
message. However, it did not move Israel from its posi-
tions of no freeze on settiements, and no talk of trading
land for peace.: To emphasize its reactionary hard line,
Israel did not head its delegation with the foreign minis-
ter, but instead sent Yitzhak Shamir, the prime minis-
ter.

Israel underlined its position by shelling southern
Lebanon during the conference, and by dedicating a new
settlement on the Golan Heights several weeks later. It
has challenged the U.S. even on such a matter as not
showing up on Dec. 4 in Washington, for the U.S.-ar-
ranged opening of the second round of talks. The Israeli
delegation chose instead to arrive on Dec. 9, which hap-
pens to be the fourth anniversary of the beginning of
the intifada. Where the U.S. and Israel agree is that nei-
ther will entertain any possibility of an independent
Palestinian state on the West Bank,

For its part, the Palestinian delegation said outright
for the first time that they would accept a form of limit-
ed self-rule in the occupied territories, seeing thdt as a
step on the way to statehood. The delegation, composed
primarily of professors, doctors and engineers, is said to
represent a ‘‘new pragmatism’ among a “new set of
leaders” who, unlike the current PLO leaders, live di-
rectly under Israeli rule. However, the head of the Pal-
estinian delegation went to great lengths to affirm that
the PLO was their ‘“acknowledged leadership.,” The
shift in position by the Palestinians is due more to its
isolation from backing Iraq during the Guif war.

The gulf between “self-rule” and ‘“self-determina-
tion” was summed up by a member of the Palestinian
delegation: ‘‘Israel’s idea is that we may be allowed to
supervise garbage collection and the distribution of
mail, but nothing that resembles control over our desti-
ny, our land, our water and our lives.” ;

“Self-rule” for Palestinians may be resuscitated in
some form from the moribund Camp David accords, un-
der whicll it was never implemented as agreed. But
there is no doubt that the current talks revolve more
around establishing the U.S. as the dominant force,
rather than any genuine peace in the region,

Massacre in East Timor

Indonesian soldiers opened fire, Nov. 12, on a gather-

ing of 2,000 East Timorese attending a funeral proces- .

sion in Dili. The marchers, primarily youth, were mark-
ing the death of a pro-independence supporter who had
been killed by Indonesian security forces.

According to human rights groups and Catholic
church officials, as many as 180 people were killed. In
one report, troops hurriedly dug mass graves outside
Dili and'buried four truck loads of corpses.

If not for videotapes broadcast around the world
which show soldiers shooting in the back those peo-
ple trying to flee and viciously beating those who
had fallen wounded, the government would likely be
minimizing this atrocity. The Armed Forces
commander commented on what had happened:
“Delinquents like these agitators have to be shot
and we will shoot them.” Facing international out-
rage, the Indonesian government has appointed a
commission to “investigate” the army massacre.

Whether government authorities take a hard-line or
conciliationist stance towards East Timor, they all claim:
that its forcible annexation 15 years ago—after East Ti-
mor began its own revolution and declared indepen-
dence’ from Portugal—is now a “fact of life.” Since
then, well over 200,000 East Timorese have died in the
struggle to negate that “fact” and to keep the flame of
freedom alive.
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