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Team concept
—mules and

by Felix Martin, Labor Editor
1 have written before about the so-called “team con-
cept” or ‘“Japanese style of management” that the
United Auto Workers (UAW) bureaucrats have been try-
ing to convince auto workers is the greatest thing that

anyone has ever thought of. The union bureaucrats and-

management both tell the workers how the “team con-

. cept” can “help end antagonistic labor-management re-.
‘lations” because supposedly workers and bosses are all

together as part of one “team.” ;

Once the workers experience the ‘“‘team concept,”
they recognize that it is just one more way to get them
to work harder for the company. The latest example is
at the Mazda plant in Flat Rock, Mich. ‘

LIFE ON THE “TEAM”
The contract ratified in March by UAW Local 3000 at

Flat Rock provided four paid absence allowance (PAA) .

days, which allowed the workers to take part of a day or
a whole day off, notifying the company a couple of hours
in advance. Many workers were taking PAA days on Fri-
day because the pressure of a five-day workweek or pro-

- duction was too much. Workers also were using PAA
. days-to escape extreme harassment by supervisors. That -
.. in itself says a lot about life on the “team”!

Management did not like either of the ways workers
were using PAA. They offered to give the workers in-
creased bonus pay as well as special vacation days in ex-
change for restrictions on the use of PAA days. The lo-
cal union leadership brought the proposed changes to
the membership, and 77% of the rank and file voted
them down. ’ )

Management began to enforce the policy they
wanted anyway, which told the workers what the

. “team concept” is really about—mot a team of

vw
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equals, but more like a team of mules and a mule
' (continued on page 3)

‘Behind the
violence in |
S. Africa

by Lou Turner

“National liberation, national renaissance, the restoration
of nationhood to the people, commonwealth: whatever may
be the headings used or the new formulas introduced; de-
colonization is always a violent phenomenon.”’

—Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth

The “hidden hand” behind the vicious surprise attack

" on 300 Inkatha supporters in the township of Thokoza
~ southeast of Johannesburg, followed by another attack

in Soweto on Sept. 8, which in all left 42 people dead,
was so blatant and obvious that even the government-

backed leader of Inkatha, Gatsha Buthelezi, has been’

~ hesitant to point a finger at the rival African National

Congress (ANC). While the level of violence had initially

_ subsided in the aftermath of the July “Inkathagate’

revelations, the approach of the signing of the Sept. 14 -

peace accord between state president F.W. de Klerk,
Buthelezi and the ANC’s Nelson Mandela became the
pretext for a new round of violence.

With thousands of Black South Africans murdered

- ‘and wounded since F.W. de Klerk came to power in
- 1988, clearly, there is a higher level of violence and kill-
.. ing in de Klerk’s “new South Africa’’ than in the old.

- ‘HIDDEN HAND’ :

The new phenomenon that de Klerk can take credit
for is, as he told a London audience in April: “popular
violence is no longer di against the state, but be-
tween rival black parties.” The July revelations report-

- ed in the South African Weekly Mail of government

funding of the reactionary Inkatha Freedom Party,
headed by Gatsha Buthelezi, exposed the ““hidden hand”
behind the phenomenon.

- 'This isn’t the only thing behind the current crisis

-in South Africa, nor behind the so-called “irrevers- -

ible” move to democracy. The lethal process of neo-
fascism that Fanon documented in the Algerian rev-
olution is underway in South Africa.

More than half the command structure of the South

(contimied on phge 9)

Editorial article

Mass revolt, deep crises and pull
of old haunt the “new” Russia -

by Peter Wermuth

Barely a month after the masses of the misnamed

“Soviet Union” blocked the reactionary coup against
Gorbachev and helped drive the hated Communist Party
from power, George Bush moved to seize the initiative
by offering, on Sept. 27, the elimination of tactical nu-
clear weapons in exchange for maintaining Star Wars
and the modernization of the U.S.’s strategic nuclear ar-
senal. The apparent ease with which Bush’s dramatic
proposal subsumed all discussion of events inside Russia
leads one to ask how the rulers could manage to so fully
re-assert their dominance so soon after the emergence
of a revolt that but weeks before had been declared by
the media a “world historic event” of epochal propor-
tions. : :
The answer to that question is found in the contradic-
tory character of the momentous events that swept the
“Soviet Union” in the past six weeks. On the one hand,
humanity again became witness to how deep and per-
sistent is the quest for freedom, as masses of people in
the crumbling Russian empire not only poured into the
streets to oppose the coup, but then proceeded to hit out
at the very pillar of Gorbachev’s rule—the integrality of
the Party-Secret Police-Military apparatus. At the same
time, the fact that the subsequent collapse of the Com-
munist Party and near-disintegration of the “Soviet
Union” led, not to the dismantling of the statist institu-
tions of repression, but rather to the resurgent power of
former Communists such as Boris Yeltsin, discloses the
contradictory character of the “revolution” begun on
Ayg. 18.

There is no more poignant illustration of that than

the scene in front of the KGB headquarters in Moscow
within hours of the coup’s collapse. When tens of thou-
sands of protesters followed up the coup’s defeat by
marching to the KGB headquarters, they found the
building sealed and under the “protection’. of the police,
who had declared their loyalty to Yeltsin. Instead of see-

- ing KGB agents brought to justice or the lists of its in-

formers made public, the protesters witnessed a “new”
leadership telling them to go home and await its deci-
sions. :

This contradiction between the persistence of the

old and the struggle to create the new, which was.

expressed in innumerable ways, has given rise to
the most ominous phenomenon of all: the fact that
despite all the events of the past six weeks, Bush
has every reason to act as if his drive to achieve sin-
gle world domination has been given even greater
To dig out that contradiction demands putting aside
all ideological blinders and instead tracing out the dia-
lectic of events with eyes of the historic-philosophic con-
text that can decipher its meaning.
THE ROAD TO AUGUST

The road to the coup launched on Aug. 18 was paved
by none other than Mikhail Gorbachev. He not only ap-

Labor under Bush/Reagan

T

Ukrainians denouncing the new union treaty.

pointed each of the coup leaders, but spent the last sev-
eral years concentrating ever more powers of repression
in the hands of the central bureaucracy for use (as he’
put it) “against the threat of popular unrest.” Thus, in
the spring of 1990 he forced through legislation giving
him the “legal” means of imposing a state of emergen-
cy, which he subsequently backed up by adding to the
power of the internal security forces.

The fact that the coup leaders decided to utilize this
mechanism on their own behalf, rather than Gorba-
chev's, is a result of the new balance of forces brought
on by the massive workers’ strikes of last spring. Faced
with a strike wave affecting virtually every industry,
Gorbachev realized he could not count on the Commu-
nist Party hierarchy alone to ensure “stability.” He
thus reached out to Russian President Boris Yeltsin, of-
fering him a revised union treaty giving more power to
the republics in exchange for Yeltsin’s help in getting
the miners back to work. Fearing the miners’ revolt as

- much as Gorbachev, Yeltsin agreed.

At the same time, ever since the Gulf War a section of

- the bureaucracy had become increasingly unhappy over

Gorbachev’s rapprochement with the West, on the

(continued on page §)
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N.C. tragedy was not an aCCident !

Twenty-five workers died and more than 50 were in-
jured as the result of a fire in the Imperial Food Prod-
ucts Company chicken processing plant in Hamlet, N.C.
on Sept. 3. There had never been a fire drill or a safety
inspection at the 11-year-old plant. The fire doors were
locked to prevent workers from stealing chicken. “They
were screaming ‘Let me out!” They were beating on the
door,” a witness said. Many of the dead were found at
the locked doors, smothered by smoke. ‘

Workers who survived the fire told of working in
blasting heat with no windows or fans, of coping with
strict rules on bathroom breaks, of facing discrimination
because they are Black and harassment by supervisors
who are white, of being fired for taking time off work,
or even asking for time off, to care for sick family mem-
bers. All of this for $4.90 an hour. ‘ ‘

DEATH ON THE JOB

What happened in Hamlet, N.C., has been called an

* “industrial accident,” but there was nothing “acciden-

tal” about it. The 25 deaths and dozens of injuries must
be seen in the context of the 200,000 workers killed on
the job and the two million who have died from work-
rglated diseases just since the passage of the Occupa-
tional Health and Safety Act (OSHA) of 1970.

: Theu number of deaths on the job has skyrocketed

since 1980. Hand in hand with the well-known deterio-
ration in wages and benefits for U.S. workers under the
Reagan-Bush retrogression has come a sharp decline in
health and safety conditions at work.

Even the geography and the specific industry are
not “accidental.” It is not only that the federal gov-
ernment turned enforcement of OSHA regulations
over to the state of North Carolina, or even that
North Carolina, in turn, reduced its staff to 16 safety
and six health inspectors. It is that the expansion
and mechanization of the poultry industry, the poli-

More reactions to North

Carolina poultry
plant fire on page 3. , o :

tical climate in the U.S. as a whole, and the labor
history of the South combined with lethal results.
The massive growth of the poultry industry across the
South has heen accompanied by a rapid concentration of
production into huge plants owned by a few giant corpo-
rations. Inside the plants, the production line speed has
been set higher and higher, to 60, 80 or more birds per

. minute. One “state-of-the art” plant runs its line at 91

per minute, or 5,460 birds per hour.
(continued on page 9)
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Woman as Reason

by Terry Moon

“In Part Two [of Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s
Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolu-
tionjon the Women’s Liberation Movement, espe-
cially the section on the ‘Unfinished Tasks,’ the point
I choose to elaborate was, once again, the conception
of Women’s Liberation not just as force but as Rea-
son. The new here, however, was that the ‘proof’
came from history itself—[the beginning of the Rus-
sian Revolution on] February 23, 1917. This was for
the purpose of showing that the women were the
ones who initiated that revolution. Even now I-am
not sure that we totally understand that that, in
turn, depends on women practicing the immediate
problems inseparable from the philosophic context”
p. XXXV).

~Raya Dunayevskaya
The rewriting of history going on since the masses in
the USSR defeated the attempted coup is profoundly
disturbing and has deep implications. That does not
mean only bourgeois hacks like Robert Conquest, writ-
ing in the Aug. 23 issue of The New York Times of the
great events of Feb. 23, 1917, as “a localized food riot in
Petrograd that escalated against negligible opposition,”
but many of today’s Leftists who say that the defeat of
the coup is greater than the 1917 Russian Revolution.
These history-lies are a deepening of what Bush has
. been trying to do ever since the Gulf War: destroy the
very idea of revolution, the very vision of a freedom-
filled future. Now it is the past that is under at-
tack—especially the legacy of the Russian Revolution.

To say the Russian Revolution of 1917—both Feb-
ruary and November—was a great victory does not
take away from the fact that it was transformed into
its opposite, into a state-capitalist monstrosity. In-
deed, to distort the past is to obscure the fact that
what we have to work out is what happens after
revolution, how to make it deepen continuously un-
til all are free. One can’t even begin to answer that
question if the very fact of revolution is denied.

I think that what can help us in this battle is Raya
Dunayevskaya’s new edition of Reosa Luxemburg,
Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revo-
lution (RLWLMPR). That is because her methodology
reveals a “philosophic context” inseparable from wom-
en's true—that is, revolutionary—history.

- PHILOSOPHIC CONTEXT

In the quoted paragraph at the beginning of this col-
umn, Dunayevskaya writes that women initiated the
Russian Revolution which ‘‘proves” the concept that
she created: “Women’s Liberation not just as force but
as Reason.” That concept and reality would also be
obliterated if our history is rewritten. Listen to the par-
. agraph that she wanted to include in a new edition of

RLWLMPR to re-emphasxze that it is net woman as
mere “helpmate” that is key:

“History proves a very different truth, whether we look

at February 1917, where the women were the ones who in-

~ itiated the revolution; whether we turn further back to

the Persian Revolution of 1906-11, where the women cre-

ated the very first women’s soviet; or whether we look at

. our own age in the 1970s in Portugal, where Isabel do

Carmo raised the botally new concept of apartxdansmo

[non-partyism]. It is precisely because. women’s

bbemtmmts are both revolutionary force and Reason that

Women-

Worldwide

. ' by Mary Jo Grey .
The Arab Women’s Solidarity Association (AWSA) is
challenging in court, Oct. 31, the Egyptian govern-
ment’s abolishment and ban of their organization, seiz-
ure of their records and the transfer of their assets to
_ the government-supported Women of Islam association.
AWSA was founded by feminist writer and activist
Nawal El Saadawi after her release from prison ten
years ago-and has been actively involved in women’s
struggles in the Muslim world. Send protest letters to:
Pre51dent Hosni Mubarak, Kobba Palace, Cairo, Egypt.

Lo —Infonnatzon from Women vamg under
. ; Muslim Laws and Ms.

* %

A women’s information center in Jakarta, Indonesia is
conductmg its first anti-rape campaign, brmgmg togeth-
er women from Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines

“who all suffer from the same violence.” The Indone-
sian government takes no action against rapists even
though it is the second most common crime in the coun-
try. ~—Information from

, : Toward Freedom

* * *
In Chlcagor Ill several hundred people participated in a
spirited “Take Back The Streets” march on Sept. 7
sponsored by women’s, minority and Gay and Lesbian
liberation organizations. They protested the large in-
crease of assaults against them and mounting police
brutality. Protestors refused to be intimidated by the
dozens of cops on horseback who surrounded the march
the entlre time."
* * *

In Botswama, ‘women, many -wearing T-shirts saying
“Freedom for Women,” came hundreds of miles to sup-
port Unity Dow who challenged the law that citizenship
is determined by the citizenship of the father.

Persian Gulf war last winter.

Stop the rewriting
of our history!

they are crucial. If we are to achieve success in the new
revolutions, we have to see that the uprooting of the old is
total from the stari.”

It is when you ask yourself how it is possible for
Dunayevskaya to see what the Women’s Liberation
Movement itself didn’t see in its own activity, that the
“philosophic context” needed to fight today’s battles be-
gins to become clear. The new questions raised by the
Women’s Liberation Movement—indeed by all of the
movements for freedom—compelled her to dig so deeply
into Marx’s Marxism that she could see the new in to-
day’s freedom movements, help develop them and the
Idea of freedom. That is how she came to create the
powerful category of ‘“The Women’s Liberation Move-
ment as Revolutionary Force and Reason” and see im-
plicit in our -activity the need for the uprooting to be to-
tal from the start.

WOMEN’S LIBERATION UNFINISHED

It is Marx’s Marxism which informs all three parts of
RLWLMPR and it is the unfinished nature of the Wom-
en’s Liberation Movement and all movements for free-
dom that impels us to grapple with Marx. I think that is
part of what Adrienne Rich was expressing in her Fore-
word to this new edition when she asked: “But why do
we need Marx, anyway? Dunayevskaya believes he is the
only philosopher of ‘total revolution’—the revolution that
will touch and transform all human relationships, that is
never-ending, revolution in permanence. Permanence not
as a party-led state that has found all the answers, but as a
society all of whose people participate in both government
and production and in which the division between manual
and mental labor will be ended.”’

What today’s rulers, aided by the prizefighters fo:
capitalism, are trying to crush as they rewrite our histo-
ry, what they want to destroy, is not alone our very rev-
olutionary past and the fact of today’s revolutionary
thought and activity, but what Dunayevskaya shows
flows from it: our vision of the future, our determina-
tion to totally uproot this society and create something
new. We will not let them.

Discover our real history!
“Marx’s ‘New Humanism’ and the Dialectics
of Women’s Liberation in Primitive and Mod-
emNgzoIfieties” by Raya Dunayevskaya. Send $1
to . , :

Abortion: Women will decide our fate

New York, N.Y.—About 5,000 furious women and
men, cheered on by hundreds of passers-by, marched
down Fifth Avenue Sunday, Sept. 29, in protest of the
National Right-to-Life (sic) campaign’s religious anti-
abortion, anti-woman crusade in New York. The “right-
to-lifers,” encouraged by Bush’s support for any and all
anti-abortion, anti-woman tactics, even those in Wichi-
ta, attempted, and failed, to form a human cross—they
called it a “chain of hfe”—down Fifth Avenue from

and across 34th St.
Everyone at the march
P deghegmiﬂ“ 110 ?
10-Choj
Plo- frtzJ ot/

was clearly outraged at this
ideological invasion and
grew even angrier on seeing
the “right-to-lifers.” Mur- |
muring prayers, not looking
directly at the protesters,
and all carrying the same
“Abortion Kills Children”
sign, their presence seemed
to say, “stop thinking for
yourselves, women.” In contrast, the marchers, in-
cluding hundreds of young women in high school
and college, never stopped making up new chants
like, “Keep your rosaries off my ovaries!” and
“Think for yourselves, make your own signs!”

Many rally speakers failed to capture this spirit and
focused on writing Congressmen. But the speakers who
won the loudest applause were the women who testified
about their experiences with back-alley abortions.

Organized by WHAM! (Women’s Health Action and
Mobilization), a group started several years ago by wom-
en frustrated with the narrow, lobbymg tactics of the
larger, more mainstream women’s organizations, the
demonstration was joined by members of ACT-UP
(AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power) and dozens of cam-
‘pus and community women’s groups. Many younger
women and men had never been to an abortion rights
women’s march before, but had protested against the

—NY News and Letters Local

o
Editor’s note: At the same time that the bourgeois press
was filled with stories and pictures of the anti-abortion fa-
natics’ siege on clinics in Wichita, Kansas, counter-demon-
strations against them and for women’s right to control our
bodies erupted throughout the U.S. Below we print ac-
counts of two such demonstrations.

Chicago, Ill.—Hundreds of women, men and cth '

dren marched and chanted through the streets of down-
town Chicago in support of abortion rights Sept. 7.
Sponsored by the Emergency Clinic Defense Coalition,
the demonstration opposed the Supreme Court-support-

ed gag rule initiated by George Bush which forbids any .

discussion of abortion in clinies receiving federal funds.

Many young women, too young to remember life

before Roe v. Wade, vowed never to return to back-
alley abortions—330,000 in 1972 alone, the year be-
fore women won the long-fought-for right to legal
abortions in this country. As we marched through
the streets shouting “Not the church, not the state;

women must decide their fate,” the honking horns
and clenched fists of support from passers-by out-
numbered the small handful of anti-women counter-
demonstrators. i

The truth of our chants—*‘Pro-life your name’s a lie,
you don't care if women die”’ and “Pray by day, bomb
by mnight, That’s the message of the right-to-
life”’ —became chxllmgly clear the weekend after the ral-
ly when a ¢linic in Aurora, Ill. was trashed. More than
$150,000 in medical equipment was destroyed and the
walls defaced with anti-abortion, anti-women epithets.
When the ¢linic’s doctor vowed to reopen and continue
to perform abortions, he was followed and his car was
doused with red paint and acid while parked outside a
restaurant where he was eating. “Will they next throw
acid in my face?”’ the doctor asked.

These monsters must be stopped—from Bush on
down! This was the spirit that came through so clearly
in the Chicago rally, especially from the new generation
of young activists like the 14-year-old student who said:
“] want ahortion to be legal and I don't want the law
and those men to say what I can do with my body.”

—Participants

o

Los Angeles, Cal.—The so-called “right-to-life”
Operation Rescue (OR) tried to bring some of the same
psychic violence they practiced in Kansas to California
in their ‘“Turn the Hearts California” campaign.

This group assigned people to every clinic in the L.A.
area. Some stood and prayed; others acted as “‘sidewalk
counsellors,” using verbal scare tactics, slickly written
propaganda and a pretended wholesome friendliness to
entrap women into ‘“turning back”—not only from
abortion, but from all family planning clinic services,

These “counsellors” solicited for the infamous bo-
gus clinies which deceptively offer help for women
in “problem pregnancies,” but which are actually
non-licensed, unregulated, non-medical storefront
operations, right-wing antl-abortxon brainwashing
centers. )

During the week, the antn-abortxomsts were met by a
few dozen dedicated pro-choice activists, principally

" members of WHAM! (Women’s Health Action and Mobi-

lization), ACT-UP, Queer Nation, and their allies, who,
when present, rendered OR ineffectual. :

But: the largest area pro-choice group, Clinic Defense
Alliance-Lios Angeles (CDA-LA), did not issue any gen-
eral call for clinic defense to its huge phone list, mobi-
lizing only for a stand-off rally vs. OR on the final Sat-
urday. When CDA-LA, which proudly claims to be “ded-
icated to stopping OR,” cannot even be bothered to de-
fend real women using real clinics, it is a vivid illustra-
tion that the pro-choice movement is stuck in a main-
stream idéology.

It is clear we cannot allow the right-wing abortion
ideologues to ever monopolize anyone’s attention with-
out there'being strong voices to counter their honeyed
ill-logic. And, in the eyes of this activist, it is crucial
that women, as women, feel outrage at the very thought
that women will die if we allow our fate to be decided by
either the: despicable overt misogyny of OR or the equal-
ly contemptible structured violence of our controlling
govemment —Jennifer
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East Europe: bringing unions to heel

Prague, Czehoslovakia—It took Britain's
Thatcher 12 years and seven pieces of trade union legis-
lation before the Conservatives decided to put the final
squeeze on unions’ lifeblood—the “‘check-off’’ system of
deducting subscriptions at source. Even now restricting
check-off rights is but a proposal. Hungary's less
squeamish conservative government turned a similar
scheme into law barely a year after becoming the coun-
try’s first non-Communist government since World War
II. That is only one weapon in its anti-union arsenal.

The gevernment’s intention is clearly to cut the in-
creasingly assertive trade union movement down to size
before free market policies begin to bite. Its main target
is the National Federation of Hungarian Trade Unions
(MSZOSZ), the largest and most militant of Hungary’s
trade union organizations and main successor to the
“official” trade union under the old regime.

Since the mutinous Budapest taxi blockade of last au-
tumn, the two-and-a-half-million strong organization
has recovered from its paralysis in the wake of the Com-
munist collapse. It now represents two-thirds of organ-
ized Hungarian workers. MSZOSZ streamlined its or-
ganization by sacking 1,000 bureaucrats and successful-
ly faced down the government over heatmg price in-
creases with the threat of a two-hour warning strike
this summer, The federation also won the restoration of
workers’ free summer holiday train fares and a commit-
ment to end secret privatization deals.

HUNGARY’S UNIONS ATTACKED

Both of the main Hungarian parties, the ruling na-
tionalist Democratic Forum and the liberal opposition
Free Democrats, had expected MSZOSZ to disintegrate
and their own pet union outfits—~the Workers’ Council
Federation and the League of Independent Unions—to
pick up the pieces. That hope proved forlorn. With Hun-
gary’s unemployment expected to double this year from
3% to 6%, with inflation rising and with the fall in na-
tional income set to accelerate from 5% to 8%, they
united to clip union wings and pushed the controversia!
legislation through parliament in July. .

As well as requiring all union members to re-register
within a month, the Act requires members to apply in-
dividually to employers to contain subscription deduc-
tions at source. Potentially even more damaging to
MSZOSZ, however, is parliament’s decigion to freeze all
trade union funds and assets and to set up a rigged
committee to divide them up.

This committee will give one vote to MSZOSZ, one to
the League, one to the Workers’ Councils and one to all
other organizations. Thus, groups with 6% of trade
union members—the League and the Councils—will
have the same say in the carve-up as those with 94%.
Leszlo Andor of the Budapest Trade Union Institute
said the government’s overt aim is “‘to prevent a strong
union movement from taking shape in Hungary.”

Not surprisingly, MSZOSZ is going to the Constitu-
tional Court. The federation’s secretary-general, Sandor

Workshop Talks

(continued from page 1)

driver. This really brought the workers together as
a union.

They put out a leaflet stating “To hell with jointness
and teamwork.” If the company wanted job quality,
then that had to be “quality achieved through proper
manpower and line speed.” The workers decided to do
what they were told ‘“‘and nothing more,” that is, no
more team “‘suggestions” on how to improve produc-
tion. They defied company policy and, instead of wear-
ing their compulsory “team” uniforms, wore union T-
shirts to work.

Some Mazda workers said that they couldn’t re-
member when morale was so high and work so
much fun. How I wish I could be with them! Reading
about their activity showed how exciting the job in
the plant can become when workers come together
with their own thinking.

It takes me back to my days on the line before I re-
tired from General Motors in South Gate, Cal. I can re-
member times when the workers came together and
took control in our own hands. It drove management
wild, but those were the days when I could hardly wait
to get back to work. Reading about what these workers
are doing at Mazda makes my blood run hot, wanting to
get into the battle again.

LIFE WORTH LIVING

I also know from my own experience that not only
management, but the top bureaucrats in the UAW, will
do all they can to keep a genuine workers’ movement
under control. Any time there was a real movement at
GM South Gate, the company would give the foremen
money on Friday to go to The Back Door, the beer joint
near the plant. The foremen would buy beer for the
workers and act all buddy-buddy, trying to stop the
movement and get back in power themselves. The union
bureaucracy also would play games with the workers,

That is why it is so important for the Mazda workers
to be thinking their own thoughts, commumcatmg with
each other and seeing their struggle in relationship to
what has happened before, where and how a workers’
movement got stopped before. Workers create every-
thing. We even participate in increasing our own misery
when we don’t do anything and allow others to do our
thinking for us. Real life exists when workers make life
worth living by rejecting the dehumanizing ways we are
treated and by thinking and acting together.

Nagy, described the new law as a political attack de-
signed to stop the development of a strong socialist or
social-democratic Left. Sandor Batonyi, a:leader of the
radical Solidarity Workers’ Union, has gone on hunger
strike in protest.
POLAND FOLLOWS SUIT

The dispute has echoes elsewhere in Eastern Europe.
In Poland, where production is in free fall and official
unemployment is already nearly 10%, the government
also was busy this summer passing trade union property
laws with a political twist. Parliament decided that all
assets and funds seized from Solidarity when the old re-
gime imposed martial law in 1981 are to be returned.
What appears to be a straightforward righting of a
wrong is aimed at weakening OPZZ, the former official
union and Poland’s biggest trade union organization.

OPZZ was the beneficiary of some of Solidarity’s
seized assets in the early '80s and could end up with a
substantial bill. “This is a purely political decision to
undermine our activities,” said Jan Bogutin, OPZZ
spokesman. Even more ominous for the future of inde-
pendent trade unionism in Poland were recent remarks
by Lech i, the security minister and close as-
sociate of President Lech Walesa. In an interview with
the weekly Tygodnik Centrum Kaczynski said that
OPZZ was taking advantage of the freedoms of the new
system to influence economic changes. Unfortunately,
he added, it would be “difficult” to make it illegal.

Throughout Eastern Europe the parties of the Left
are weak or discredited. Only the trade unions represent
a potentially effective bloc against the policies of mass
privatization and marketization being pursued with
more or less enthusiasm in every country in the region.
It seems increasingly likely that as social costs continue
to mount and organized workers become more combat-
ive, 80, too, will grow the governments’ determination to
bring unions to heel. —East European correspondent

Archives of Harry MecShane, Scottish
Marxist-Humanist find a home. See p. 10.

GM, UAW snare labor

Oklahoma City, Okla.—In 1984 the United Auto
Workers was pushing job security in its negotiations
with General Motors. The idea was that, rather than
laying off a worker and sending him to unemployment,
they’d just create this labor pool. It started out then
that the workers would stay home and be on call for
eight hours. If they weren’t there, they lost the day’s
pay.

By the time the labor pool was implemented, General

Motors said the workers would be coming into the .
plant. If the company didn’t need them, they could walk -

around and visit their friends, Well, evidently this was
causing some kind of a problem on the lines, because
some of these guys who were extra were filling in for
the people who were working on the line and letting
them have a break. The workers on the line didn’t mind
that at all, but the foremen didn’t like it too well.

So General Motors created a little house up in front
where the workers had to report. Whenever the shift
came on, the foremen in the plant who needed people
would come up there and choose who they wanted to
work in their departments, and they’d take them out.

One woman told me that, after a month or two of just
sitting there for eight hours a day, it was terrible. You
hated to come to work. Every time a foreman would
walk in to choose somebody, she said you got to where
spontaneously you would just stand up, wanting to be
chosen to get out of that little room so you could go out
and work—which is kind of unusual, That’s not some-
thing workers really run into.

After a certain period of time she did get out, and 1
got the feeling that she actually worked harder because
she didn’t want to go back. It’s kind of like a little pris-
on there. This was negotiated by our local and federal
union. With the union bureaucrats and the company, it
seems like everything is turned into a snare for labor,
something to beat us with. —~General Motors worker
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Teamster drivers speak

New York, N.Y.—This is what a Teamster driver
had to say about the new National Master Freight
Agreement: “The union rolled over on this three-year
contract. Fifty cents, 45 cents, 45 cents—that’s 8% over
three years. They tell you you’re lucky to have a job
these days. What kind of attitude is that to go into ne-
gotiations with? That’s why the companies can cry
broke and get relief.”’ For example, drivers at Howard’s
Express work 45 hours a week for straight time.

Another driver felt, “Even if you feel the pay’s not so
bad these days compared to what’s out there, what wor-
ries me is when I’'m making a delivery and right next to
me is a guy from Johnson’s Motor Express making the
same delivery for $8.50 an hour. This guy’s driving a
trailer in from Jersey, into the city, for $8.50, what
you're getting $16 for. How long can that go on?
There’s more non-union carriers out there every day.
The union’s got to organize these drivers.”

To this the first driver responded, ‘“The federal gov-
ernment has made it much harder to organize a union
now. That guy from Johnson Motor Express, if he talks
about a union, the company will fire him. It’s cheaper
for the company to fire the guy, let him go to the NLRB
(National Labor Relations Board). Sure they’ll give him
back pay—two years from now. The company will pay.
It’s cheaper than getting a union.

“Another thing is, a lot of people resent a Teamster
making 40 grand. That’s more than a teacher makes.
They don’t mind a stockbroker making more than a
teacher, but they resent a blue collar making 40 grand.
They feel you should bust your butt and do a good job,
but you should know your place.” —John Marcotte

L[] ‘ - " ,

N.C. fire: ‘a horrible thing

The chicken plant that caught fire in Hamlet,
N.C., was a horrible thing. They’ve found out since
the fire that there are a lot of plants around here in
North Carolina with locked doors. People have got-
ten used to working under these conditions. You
have to support your family somehow. But still, it’s
hard to believe they had the doors padlocked from
the outside, and the doors were the only way out.

Most of the people who got killed were Black
women who were single parents. These women
catch hell down here, especially if you're over 60
like me. I work day work a little, but there are
hardly any openings for that now. The workers in
Hamlet are saying that if they rebuild the plant
they want to unionize. There aren’t many union-
ized plants here.

Black woman day worker
- Sanford, N.C.
* * * PR ot Lo

It was a shock to hear of the 25 deaths in a chiek-
en processing plant in North Carolina. If seems
that I was misguided in my view that locked doors
and no fire safety plans went out with the Triangle'
Shirtwaist factory disaster. The U.S. Congress’
wants to hold new hearings on the question of
workplace safety in- light of the fire so that, they
claim, new laws can be passed to prevent this sort
of thing from happening again. There already are
such laws; Reagan stopped enforcing the OSHA
{Occupational Safety and Health Act) standards.

The owners of that chicken plant are truly kin to
the mine owners and operators of the world. They
have a total disregard for the safety and lives of
their workers, a lesson miners learned long ago,.
which is why they always demand worker control of
safety issues. Since such a demand directly chal-
lenges the capitalists’ control of production, nothing
short of revolution will ever resolve the question.
Until there is a complete uprooting of this exploita-
tive society, there are bound to be more tragedies.

Underutilized health & safety person
New York
* *x %

The deaths of 25 people in a fire at a North Caro-
lina poultry processing plant are nothing short of
murder. Will the owners of the plant be held ac-
countable for this, or will they just get a slap on the

“wrist? Is this just one more tragedy? Living, think-
ing human beings were lost because, in the compa-
ny’s eyes, the theft of product and the reduction of
the profit margin are much more important than a
human life.

1 hope other workers will see that this is the mes-
sage that capital is giving us and take note that, un-
less workers themselves organize to monitor their
health, safety and labor problems, the capitalists
will continue their destruction. That is something
we cannot let happen. Martin Almora

Chicago
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From the writings of Raya Dunayevskaya

Marzxist-Humanist Archives

. by Raya Dunayevskaya

Founder of Marxist-Humanism
_Editor’s note: The ongoing, momentous events in Russia
have impelled our return to this article, ‘The Beria
* Purge,” written in August, 1953 on the situation in Russia
after Stalin’s death. It was later included as an Appendix to
Raya Dunayevskaya’s Political-Philosophic Letter, ‘“Mao’s
Last Hurrah,” published Feb. 26, 1976 (microfilm #5206
in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection at Wayne State
University Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs). We print
it here in full as it originally appeared in Correspon-

- dence, Oct. 3, 1953.

Communism as practiced in Russia is a system of the
most sweated labor in the world; buttressed by forced
labor camps and a vast complex network of spies and
counter-spies. The .counter-spies are. not “foreign

L agents’; they are ‘“Party men” who spy on the GPU*

who spy on the Party men, and both spy on the people.

- ~This octopus periodically disgorges itself in bloodbaths

known as purges.
Nevertheless, there could be no greater mistake made

.~ than that-of all our Russian “‘experts” who identify all

- purges as the same type, and are now busy likening the
.+, purges following the arrest of the No. 2 man in the

- whole Russian empire, Lavrenti P. Beria, to the “Trots-

. kyist” Trials of 1936-1938, The purges of the 1936-38

period . announced the consolidation of the monster
state. The present period signifies its disintegration.

After a struggle that had been raging in the country
since the death of Lenin, the victor, Stalin, felt confi-
.dent he could undertake a purge of what was left of the
1917 Revolution—not alone of those who had led it but
thousands and thousands of rank-and-file workers who
had opposed his regime. Thus by 1936-38 the counter-
revolution was firmly in the saddle. The bloodbath had
helped the ruling intelligentsia, the planners, assert its
authority: “I am here to stay. I am the new ruling class,
and you all better obey me. Here is the new Stalinist
Constitution which not alone legalizes my status but de-
fines my power as absolute.”

THIEVES FALL OUT

- Today the ruling bureaucracy is not the integrated
whole it was in 1938, It is split all ways between Zhda-
nov men, Malenkov men, Beria men, and—not to be for-
gotten although little known at present—Khrushchev
men. Anyone who, like Nikita S. Khrushchev, has been
boss over rebellious Ukraine, comes into Moscow as late
as 1950, and by 1953 is in a position to have Malenkov
- ““ask.to be relieved” of the post of General Secretary of

the omnipresent Communist Party, and himself steps :
-into that post, is -a man to be watched, These power

politicians have by now reached a blind alley, not know-
ing where to turn, and murdering each:other. S

They have been doing that ever since 1948 when Ma-
Jenkov engineered, without “the_all-powerful Stalin”

- . knowing about it, the medical assassination of his co-

leader and superior, Andrei Zhdanov. It is clear now, as

it was not then, that the death of Zhdanov was the be-
. ginning of the end also of Stalin. -

Ever since the ‘ekpulsion of Trotsky, Stalin has held
. undisputed power. Ever since 1938 he was so confident
of his might and his politics that he knew he could mo-

bilize for war, although he had executed the entire mili- -

tary staff, Hitler used to rave and rant to his lieuten-
- ants his envy and ‘appreciation of the genius of Stalin
who had the-perspicacity and audacity to get rid of the
" -general staff of the Red Army before launching a world
war. He' knew- whereof he spoke, for totalitarian eco-
nomics has no roem for a command divided between po-
> litieal and military needs.
POWER WENT TO STALIN’S HEAD
" - But by 1948, dfter two decades of undisputed power,
topped by a military victory, Stalin, to use a phrase of
~his‘own -on'another occasion, was “dizzy with success.”
'1 am not using it as a psychological epithet. His exhila-
“ration from“sticeess was a sign that he was no longer re-
spohsivé to the objective needs requisite for a struggle
~for world power. Stalin failed to grasp the new situa-
tion-~he had won' a war, a mighty one, over Nazi Ger-

'matiy, yes, Bt he had yet to face the real contender for

. “world power—the United States. Zhdanov was with him
in not using the truce between wars for a breathing
‘spell; he was ready to take the whole world on.

- Malenkov thought differently and, feeling that he
~could not win the argument sirice Stalin was evidently

“ with'Zhdanov, had Zhdanov poisoned. For the first time

“since Stalin came to power something had been done be-

“.-"hind the back of the old master intriguer and murderer;
" no leader can long retain undisputed leadership under

-such: circumstances, no matter what leader cults have
been fashioned around his name. The bureaucracy

" whom Stalin had so long and so fully represented began

to find him inadequate to the new situation created by
- the end of a world war which no one really won but

- which left each of the two state-capitalist giants so ex-

hausted that a halt had to be called.

- How pyrrhic was Stalin’s victory could be seen in the
unrest in the national republics which constitute Rus-
sia. By a ukase of the Supreme Soviet, five autonomous
republics were liquidated. Russia had suffered the great-
est devastation and was in crying need for a labor force
to:rebuild the country. It could not hope to have that
force enlarged by the return of slave laborers in Hitler’s

*Initisls for the name given to the secret police in Stalin’s day.

 An original historic analysis:

‘The beginning of the end

of Russian totalitarianism’

Germany—too many had willingly escaped from the
prison which is Stalin’s Russia. Anyone who was in Ger-
many at the end of the war knows that long. before
Koje, the Korean War and the massacre of P.O.W.s, a
veritable civil war was going on in the Russian displaced
persons camps, but the Allies forced the Russians to re-
turn to their “homeland.”

RESTLESS MASSES

The restlessness of the Russian masses knew no
bounds. If they were merely to go on in the same old
way, keeping their noses to the grindstone, then at least
it would not be in the god-forsaken Urals. The fotalitar-
ian Russian bureaucracy had all the power and all the
force and all the laws it needed to enforce labor disci-
pline, but absolutely nothing could stem the tide of re-
turning Russians. The tide invalidated all laws. To have
a labor force at all the planners were compelled to make
an unplanned declaration—an amnesty on all labor of-
fenses committed during the war.

So catastrophic, however, had been the decline of the

The beginning of the end of Stalinism came on
June 17, 1953 when East German workers, chant-

“ing “We will not be slaves,” stormed the streets in

the first uprising against a totalitarian regime.

labor force during the war years (a drop from 31.2 mil-
lion in 1940 to 27.2 million in 1945 with more than a
third of these unskilled new women workers) that even
the amnesty was insufficient to create the labor force
necessary. Thereupon occurred one of the speediest de-
mobilizations of an army anywhere in the world; no less
than 10 million were demobilized between 1945 and
1947. But many of these had been infected with what
the Soviet bureaucracy called ‘“bourgeois ideology.”
Still, considering Russian purges, this “cultural purge”
in 1946 was a very mild one. But the power struggle be-
hind the scenes was not so mild. A new low, even for
the Stalinist bureaucracy, was reached in ending an ar-
gument among themselves by quietly doing away with
Zhi:lnov, and then, of course, giving him a big mass fu-
neral.

MORE DECREES

By 1950 the Russian economy had about got back to
normal when Stalin had a brainstorm. He brought
Khrushchev in from the Ukraine (where he was Pre-
mier) and had Khrushchev, in a speech in the Moscow
district, announce the most fantastic scheme yet—the
creation of agrogorods, that is to say, agricultural
towns. Just like that—decree them, and they shall arise
and the centuries-old distinction between city and coun-
try will vanish. ‘ . :

Instead of “abolishing” the distinction between city
and country, this idiotic schema brought such chaos to
the countryside that even in that land of monolithic

planning, the idea had to be shelved in a few short

months. The peasant wasn’t hurrying to transport, at
his own expense and his own time, his little hut in the
collective farm to the agro-town which was yet to be cre-
ated, while the apartment house in which he was to live
like a worker had not only not been built, it had not
even been planned.

SUSPICIONS DEVELOP

But if Stalin had to be satisfied with something less
than the “abolition” of the difference between city and
country, he was going full speed ahead towards a head-
on collision with the United States—at least where he
could get the Koreans and the Chinese to do the fight-
ing for him. There was no breathing spell, let alone
peace. The iron-fisted Stalin was clearly becoming a

millstone around the neck of the bureaucracy which
yearned for a truce between wars. He had to be gotten
rid of. But no one dared. No one except Beria. He had
to dare, for it was a question of either his neck or Sta-
lin’s and he preferred Stalin’s. ;

Stalin had evidently begun to suspect the “natural-
ness” of Zhdanov’s death. The wily Malenkov had beat
Beria to the draw again and managed suddenly to un-
cover “the plot of the doctors-poisoners” who had in-
deed poisoned Zhdanov, thus laying the blame for a

" death he had engineered right at the doorstep of Beria’s

Ministry. While the “lack of vigilance” campaign was
raging in the country, Beria plotted his revenge, or, if
you wish, his defense. For if there is anyone who knew
Stalin it was his glorifier-biographer-historiographer,
Beria.

Six months before the death of Stalin the power
struggle. reached a climax. Beria knew that his days
were numbered and he had to move fast. He did. De-
spite all the bulletins of the Central Committee and of
the chief doctors in the land, we can be sure that if Be-
ria is not accused directly of poisoning Stalin, he will be
accused. of doing so indirectly, of bringing about his
“untimely death’” through his “intrigues and treach-
ery.” .

This doesn’t mean either that intrigue or treachery
will stop, or that the bureaucracy as a whole didn't
breathe a sigh of relief at the death of their “almighty”
leader. One has to take but one glance on how quickly
his whole program was scuttled: 1) The Korean war was
stopped. 2) What the 19th Congress, the last which Sta-- -

lin directed and the first to meet since 1939, had estab-
lished in trying to widen somewhat the base of the bu-
reaucracy has been shelved. The Presidium once again
consists not of 50 or 25, but “a less unwieldy one” of
10. 3) And they ran, like rats from a sinking ship, from
the grandiose fundamental “work of genius,” Stalin’s
“Economic Problems of Socialism of the U.S.S.R.”

STALIN'S LAST TESTAMENT

This, which we may call Stalin’s Last Testament, is
the most pathetic document that ever a tyrant left his
fighting heirs. After a quarter of a century of Plans and
what he assured them was the actual transition “‘from
socialism to full communism,” Stalin’s mighty labors
brought forth only the need to merge the peasant’s pri-
vate allotment adjoining the collective farm into the col-
lective itself. Upon this private garden, rightly called in
this country “an acre and a cow,” evidently depends the
building of “full communism.” This, plus “the gradual’
abolition” of the collective farm market, and substitu-
tion of “products exchange” for money exchange, will
bring them to “communism in a single country.”

That was little enough of a legacy to leave his bureau-
cratic heirs. But the Russian masses, who know that
Stalin doesn’t go in for theory unless he plans to apply
it, made one grand rush to transform their money into
manufactured products (consumers goods) and the peas--
ants at the same time withheld farm products.

It was the closest to panic Russia has been.since
forced collectivization took its toll in 1932. Zverev, the
Minister of Finance, had to come out with a statement
against “rumors” that Russia was going to do away
with money. Then he had to cut by no less than 50 per-
cent the “voluntary” State Loan. Then the Supreme So-
viet had to declare a 50 percent deduction in the agricul-
tural tax. And finally Malenkov steps forward promising
them heaven on earth, and to begin with: “Qur country
is insured of bread.”

If Stalin’s Last Testament is pathetic, how much low-
er the sights of Malenkov. In his first major speech he
used for morale building everything from “elegant
shoes” to hydrogen bombs! But there is nothing really
decided in this power struggle as can be seen by the fact
that no one has yet come out as the Leader but each
man must hide behind the “collective” Central Commit-
tee which is about as unified as thieves who fall out.

RUSSIAN WORKERS
NO LONGER ISOLATED

There is no getting away from it, the Russian masses
are not only ill-fed, ill-clad and ill-housed. They are re-
bellious. ;

The biggest problem of Russia remains the low labor
productivity. Totalitarian state-capitalism has invented
no substitute for that, The Russian workers aren’t pro-
ducing enough, and the Russian peasants are keeping
back a lot of what they are producing. And all the pie in
the sky, hydrogen bombs included, will not thrust them
back' into their isolation now that the East German
workers have revolted against these rulers and over-
ﬂt filled the air with the stuff that makes dreams a

ity.

We are at the beginning of the end of Russian totali-
tarianism. That does not mean the state-capitalist bu-
reaucracy will let go of its iron grip. Quite the contrary.
It will shackle them more as can be seen from Malen-
kov’s blaming of the workers for the poor quality of con-
sumer goods “to the shame of the workers of industry.”
What it does mean is that from the center of Russian
production, from the periphery of the satellite countries
oppressed by Russia, and from the insides of the Com-
munist parties, all contradictions are moving to a head
and the open struggle will be a merciless fight to the
end.
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Mass revolt and deep crises haunt the “new” Russia

(continued from page 1)

grounds that it was leading; not to a ‘““new era of coop-
eration” between the superpowers, but rather to total
subordination to the U.S. drive for single world mas-
tery. Gorbachev’s failure to obtain a single concession
from the West, either at the “G-7"’ economic summit or
his July meeting with Bush, coupled with the imminent.
signing of the new union treaty, made the coup plotters
decide the time had come to move against him..

That the coup collapsed as fast as it did is a testa-
ment both to deep divisions within the ruling bu-
reaucracy and the actions of the masses, who took
to the streets by the tens of thousands in Leningrad
and Moscow. Within hours of the coup thousands of
members of the Independent Miners’ Union walked

¥
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off their jobs at coal mines in the vicinity of
Vorkuta, site of the first massive revolt against Rus-
sian totalitarianism in the summer of 1953. Forty-
one industries, from coal mines to poultry process-
ing plants, joined in the walkouts, especially in the
Kemerovo region of Siberia and the Kuzbass.
Nevertheless, there was no sign of the “unlimited na-

tional protest’ called for by Yeltsin, nor were the dem--

onstrations, crucial as they were, anywhere as massive
as those that swept East Europe in the Fall of 1989,
WHEN THIEVES FALL OUT

What proved of eritical importance were divisions
within the ruling class. Though the KGB and Interior
Ministry were the backbone of the coup, top-ranking of-
ficers in groups like the KGB’s Alpha Battalion, which
committed unspeakable atrocities in Afghanistan, op-
posed it. Members of the air force, navy and army high
command likewise either refrained from endorsing the
coup or supported Yeltsin.

Far from this fracturing of the ruling class being a re-
-sult of Gorbachev’s “democratization” and reforms, as

" some would have us believe, it was instead an expres-

sion of the decades-long degeneration and decay that
has set into a system incapable of internal reform.

That the coup’s collapse led to the dissolution of
the hated Communist Party certainly was an impor-
tant victory. The fact is, however, that the basic in-
stitutions of state power and repression remain

‘ largely untouched.

This is especially true of the army. Shortlyafterthe
coup Yeltsm praised its leadership for “defending de-
he will protect it against any ‘“un-

** promising ‘
; Justlfied cntmsm.” Emboldened by the mass support he

received for opposing the coup, Yeltsin moved to consoli-
date his power by appointing as new Soviet Defense
, who quickly re-
versed an earlier announcement that 80% of the army’s
officers would be removed for their complicity in the old
regime. The 80% figure, he now insists, applies only to
theDefenseMmstryCollegmm,arelatwelysmall

" . group. The collapse of the Communist Party and the all-
;centralized Union actually gives the army more power

than it had before.
NormtheKGBbemgdlsmanﬂed.ThoughtheKGB

. border police have been placed under the control of the -

Defense Ministry, new KGB chief Vladimir Bakatin
(alsochosenbyYeltsm)mmststheagencysstmcture

~will be preserved and that the names of its many in-

formers will not be made public, on the grounds that

~“we cannot- throw these people to the ‘mercy of the
“mob.” As former KGB General Oleg Kalugin put it,

“Degpite people’s spontaneous wrath against the KGB,
the agency will not experience the fate of the former
-[East German] security service, the Stasi, because its

»fbuﬂdmgsandarchxveseresafeguardedandthemmon

-i8 under control.”*
TURNING UPSIDE DOWN
WITHOUT CHANGING ANYTHING

The speed with which the -situation has been

“brought under control” is seen in how nothing has

changed in terms of conditions of labor or control over

- the workplace by the, “managers of industry,” though
., most of them have forsaken the label “Communisi and
-become instant advocates of “free market capitalism. e

It is reflected in how Mikhola Okhmakevich, former
censor for Ukrainian radio and TV, has become the new
head of Ukrainian radio and TV, and that the new head
of the Kazakhstan information ministry is the same
man who a month ago led the Communist Party’s prop-

1. One ¢ritic of‘ the KGB, ‘Sergei Alexeyer, has called for it to be dis-

“banded on the grounds that “‘democratic leaders will find their own uses

for the KGB and keep it largely intact, or they will be fooled into think-
ing it has been de-clawed.” }

LM port base

aganda department. Most important of all, for those in
production it means the same old exploitative conditions
of labor prevail as before. As one worker said, “The at-
mosphere at our enterpnse hasn’t changed one bit be-
cause the same leadershlp is still with us.’

Instead of any change in production relations, the col-
lapse of the coup simply accelerated what had been oc-

curring for years—namely, the recognition on the part

of the ruling Communist hierarchy that to maintain its
privileged place as “masters” over:the process of pro-
duction it must jettison the bankrupt Communist ideol-
ogy and Party and embrace the ideology of ‘““free mar-
ket capitalism. This “change of heart” has not proved
difficult for them, precisely because there is no class
difference between state-capital-
ism. calling itself Communism
and private capitalism.” It ‘hardly
requires a change either in bu-
reaucratic attitude or class posi-
tion for long-time Communist id-
eologues and apparatchiks like
Yeltsin, Shevardnadze, Yakovlev
and others to overnight meta-
morphize into R.eagamtes
Today’s reality thus gives the
lie to the notion that the events
~of August, 1991 represent a
“world historic event” on the
level of the Russian Revolution
of 1917, which smashed Czarist
state power and transformed
class relations from the bottom
up in the first and so far only
successful proletarian revolution
in history. The transformation
i into opposite of that revolution
into a totalitarian society in the Stalin era was but the
Russian name for a new world stage of capitalism—

state-capitalism. Only total failure to grasp the state-

capitalist reality of our age can possibly explain the in-
ability of so many to recognize the present situation for
what it is.

DISSOLUTION OF EMPIRE—~OR ITS
REBIRTH? ‘

What has changed is the near-total collapse of the old
centralized power of the “Soviet Union.”” The defeat of
the coup was quickly followed by declarations of inde-
pendence by republics from the Baltics to the Caucasus.
For Byelorussia and some of the Central Asian repub-
lics, the ‘“‘independence” moves were no more than a
cynical attempt on the part of the Communist leader-
ship to protect its monopoly on power. Though that also
motivated Ukrainian President Kravchuk, the Ukraine,
as well as other republics, contain genuine mass move-
ments for national liberation that have long struggled to
free themselves from what Lenin called “the prison
house of nations.”

Faced with the threatened imminent collapse of the

Union, Gorbachev (with Yeltsin’s backing) forced

through the adoption of a new Union structure in early
September- consisting of a voluntary- association with a
weaker central authority. This “new’” Union, however,
provides for no more popular participation than did the
old system. Power resides in a state council whose rep-
resentatives are chosen, not by popular election, but by
the leaders of the republics.

Whether or not this structure lasts, the truly decisive
factor is Yeltsin’s Russia, which has moved to reassert

Russian dominance by using Gorbachev’s leadership of .

the much-weakened Umon-eenter as a cover for its own
power ambitions.

This has thrown an entirely new dimension into -

intemationalpoliﬁcs.

For with the defeat of the Communist Party and ide-
ology, power is now fully in the hands of the section of
the bureaucracy that was against competing with the
U.S. for influence in areas of no direct concern to Rus-
sian nationalist interests. The bowing to U.S. wishes on

“matters such as Cuba has already greatly accelerated.

_At the same time, the fact that great-Russian chau-
vinism is resurgent now that it has cast off its
“Communist” outer covering means independent initia-
tives are sure to be pursued in areas considered vital to
Russian nationalist interests, such as the Middle East.

‘Itwashard]ymdentalthatYeltmnmtedAzerbanan
.in late September to attempt to work out (along with

Kazakhstan’s President Nazarbayev, another rising
star) a settlement to the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute be-
tween Armenia and Shi’ite Azerbaijan. It may well
prove to be a stone to new approaches with the
countrieg of the Middle East, especially Iran. Indeed, no
less than eix of the ten republics who have joined the
new Union state council are Moslem.

Thus, while for now the Russian leaders are fully will-
ing to bow to Bush on an array of fronts, especially
since they have the illusion this will help them obtain
the Western economic assistance needed to make it
threugh the winter, the underlying basis of superpower
competltlon has not been removed.

Bush’s Sept.- 27 pronosal to eliminate tactical nuclear
weapons hardly contradicts this reaiity. According to a
New York Times report of Sept. 28, one purpose of his
proposal is to “encourage” Moscow to move strategic
nuclear missiles located in Kazakhstan, Byelorussia and
the Ukraine to Russian territory. In trying to get the
nuclear weapons out. of “untamed hands ” Bush is

2, The development of Raya Dunayevskayas theory of Russia as a
state-capitalist society will be the subject of a newpubheanontobezs-
medthlsyearbyNewsandLettersCommxm i

throwing a bone to Yeltsin, since this is exactly what he
has been pushing for, especially ever since Kazakhstan’s
Nazarbayev warned Yeltsin (on Aug. 29) that before
fanning Russian nationalist sentiment he should re-
member that “Kazakhstan is a nuclear republic.” Bush
expects that in exchange for helping Yeltsin obtain the
missiles, Russia will agree to his arms proposal, which
eliminates obsolete weapons while allowing the U.S. to
continue developing Star Wars and ‘‘nuclear moderniza-
tion.”

What should therefore not. be overlooked is the fact.
that after the coup Yeltsin chose as the Union’s new
Chief of Staff none other than Gen. Vladimir Lobov,
wheo shortly after the Gulf War publicly attacked Gorba-
chev’s policy of accommodation with the West and called
for the “Soviet Union” to achieve ‘“qualitative military
superiority over the U.S.” through the groduct.ion of a
new, third generation of nuclear missiles. ) '

SINGLE WORLD DOMINATION

How then can it be that, despite all the momentous
events of the past six weeks, Bush’s drive for single
world mastery could proceed so unabated? Indeed, it is
intensifying, as seen in everything from his sending
U.S. troops to Peru, to his sabre-rattling against Castro,
and from his insistence on having Gates head the CIA,
to his latest threat to once again invade Iraq. -

What enables Bush to act so boldly is the fact that,
while the opposition to the coup showed how per-
sistent is the global passion for fréedom, the ab-
sence of any polarizing force spelling out what
Marx’s Marxism means for today gives the rulers ev-
ery reason to feel the struggles will not sp:.ll over
into full social revolution. -

It is this which the Left must confront, not only in
Russia, but right here in the U.S. It is high time revolu-
tionaries-in the West.faced the consequences of the phil-
osophic void they helped create, instead of deluding

* them:selves that the economic crisis will necessarily :re-

Demonstrators at KGB headquarters in
Moscow.

ate the conditions for a new rmiutxonary begn
ning-—either in Russia or the US. = ,

GLOBAL ECONOMIC MORASS

Russmandtherepubhesaresurelymthethroesofa
deep economic crisis, one every bit as serious as the
Great Depression of the 1930s. Far from the crisis re-
sulting from Gorbachev’s reforms; it is Gerbachev who
is the result of the crisis. Long before he:came on the
scene, it was evident that nationalization of property
that leaves the exploitative conditions: of abor intact
cannot overcome the endemic erises of cap:tahsm In-
deed, the present economic morsss: in the  “Soviet
Union” is but one manifestation of the: reality thet has
confronted world capitalism ever since the '1974-75 glo-
bal recession—the fact that even state intervention in -
the economy cannot stem the decline- mthg rate of prof-
it. For private as well as ism, it means
;therewﬂlbenomore“booms. ,,,,,

ﬁortheaakeofadistant“(!ommunist”ﬁxm:e.wthe
new “democratic” leaders of the “Soviet Union” are
nowteﬂingthemauestolacriﬁeefortheukcofan
equally distant “free market”. future. The masses
wﬂlaccepttheausteﬁtyofthemarhtmmthan
they did that of the Plan. ,

Yetltwouldbethesheerestfollytouﬁeﬂmasmex-
cuse to onceagmnevaderes;onnbﬂmforﬁnmgthe
phﬂosophicvmdmthefreedommovmﬂism
full of examples of “dead” soaetzesthathveon,on!yto
exude a new form of reaction when; rev - fail
to meet their historic responsibility. The anxieties al-
readvbangvmeedahoutthethreatofnmownaﬁonal
ism, anti-Semitism and outright neo-fascism in Ruseia
is a vivid reminder that new revolts do not necessarily
leadtonewsoaetleswhentheeoneeptoftrulynew,
human relations is left unarticulated.® .
THE TIME IS NOW

There is no getting around it. Thetxmetowork out

(continued on page 8)

3. Torow discussion of Lobov's views, which he published
\Voermaya mysl (no. 2, 1901). see Ste.phen Foye, ““Yeltsin Begins
Housecleaning in the Defense M:msh-y nr Rl Report on the
USSR, Sept 6, 1991.

4. As Jerry Hough put it (“Independents Safer-for All If They Hang

Togethe; ” Los- Angeles :Times, Sept. 6,  1991), “In: 1925 -Ger-

many..had & well-ﬁmcuomng democracy and a very benign foreign poli-
¢y. The economic shock produced by the 1929 depression transformed
both its political system and its foreign policy. As we analyze the Soviet
Union today, we need to keep the 1920s firmly in mind.”




Page 6

NEWS & LETTERS

OCTOBER, 1991

 THE GLOBAL NEED TO RE-CREATE MARX’S MARXISM

I have been pondering a statement
that tuns throughout the Draft for
Marxist-Humanist Perspectives on “The
Global Need to Re-create Marx’s Marx-
ism” (August-September N&L)—that
the disorientation in thinking today is
so deep that even the largest mass mo-
bilizations haven’t been able to sustain
themselves. This statement became
even more alive during the latest events
in Russia. It was exciting to see the

-~ mass demonstrations in the streets that

. helped overthrow the fascist coup lead-
ers. But a few weeks later, what has
happened to the people who were in the
streets?

How can Yeltsin’s “free market capi-
talism” and some even more right wing
chauvinist and anti-Semitic tendencies
exert such a pull on the movement? The
rulers are getting away with re-writing
" the whole history of the Russian Revo-
lution of 1917! The Marxist-Humanist
Perspectives helps battle this re-writing
of history by asking us to clear our

_ heads about what is Marx’s Marxism

and his concept of what it means to be
- human.

Graduate student

- Illinois

* % %

The phrase “disarray in thought”
makes me uneasy. When does “‘clarity of
thought’* cross the line into a totalitar--
ian attitude? Does “clarity’’ mean every-
one has to agree on everything? We can
never let it sink into a !ack of dissent.

Concerned
Chieago
® % %

I'm very concerned with what is going
on in the Soviet Union. How come none
of the countries that have had revolu-
tions have been able to feed their peo-
ple? Why is there so much hardship af-
ter revolution? Is the reason so many
revolutions “have failed because they
changed Marx’s Marxism to something
else? I have so many questions about
what is Marx’s Marxism I don’t know

where to start. Can’t there be a post-

Marx Marxism that develops Marxism

without changing its true meaning? Is
that what Marxist-Humanism is?
High school student

Pasadena
* K %

I'm very much looking forward to the
pamphlet N&L plans to publish on the
" ‘theory of state-capitalism. I hope it will
help me to better talk with people like
two women fro#n Russia I met who are
so hostile to Marx because of the experi-
ence of Russias totalitarianism. Just
saying that wh#t was called Commu-
nism has nothing to do with Marxism
didn’t lessen' their hostlhty Both said
that anyone can “make it” in this coun-
try if they just work hard. When I asked
them what kind of work they did, they
said they had wety low jobs and the
work was very hard. But when I asked
them, “If you wotk so hard, then why

aren’t you nch"” they didn’t respond.
The ideological attack on people’s minds
managed to convisice people our choice
has to be betweéen two wretched systems

that are pretty much the same,
Typist

Ilinois
= % %

The breakup of Yugoslavia and the
rise of chauvimdsm are the bitter harvest
of Stalinism. Also ominous is the chau-
vinist dictatorship in Georgia. I'd like to
see a careful study of the relationship
between what Lassin called the National
Question in the early 1920s and how it’s
playing itself cut sow. What are the im-
plications after so many years of state-
, eapxtahsm‘? What is the same and what

is different? It’s very hard to know the
full relation between fact and ideology
in the way the information industry re-
ports on these events.

' Subscriber

Chicago

* Xk k-

The Orange County, California Regis-
ter carried an article claiming that Karl
Marx had become a worldwide joke, now
that “Mamsm, which ks ecaused so
mucn y, has finally faded.” Let's
_get things stra:ght' First, Orange Coun-
ty is one of the most racist, conservative
~ hell-holes in the U.S. Second, whether

' someone supports Marxism or not, the
“truth is that the Boviet Union never

practiced Marxism or Communism. It
practiced totalitarianism. I have not

. found anywhere that Marx advocated

the killing of humans, racism, sexism,
ageism, or discrimination based on sexu-
al preference. Neither Marxism nor

Communism has ever been practiced
anywhere., The real joke is those who
are so ignorant of actual facts."
. Songwriter
Ephrata, Wash.

*

The other night, my mother and I
were watching the news about the
events in Russia. The reporters were
talking about how people in Russia
want to live just like the way people live
in the U.S. My mom and I looked at
each other and said: What is so great
about life here?

Black student
Chicago

* % %

The crisis in the Middle East is far
from over. At the demonstration here

over the Subic Bay base, one demonstra--

tor pomted out that Bush’s eight new

bases in the Middle East may be related -

to why he would now be willing to give
up one in the Philippines.
. Demonstrator
New York

x * %

The cartoon that was printed with the
Perspectives thesis hit home even hard-
er when the news finally started carry-
ing reports of all the thousands who
were literally buried alive by the U.S.
tanks in the Gulf War. The reports were
right—we will never know precisely how
many were buried that way.

Health worker
New York

£ %= »

Let that pseudo-lover of freedom,
George Bush, preoccupy himself with
the leaders, Yeltsin and Gorbachev. The
triumph belongs to the Russian people,
who in the summer of 1991, lived down
forever the old slander that they are
born slaves.

A. Fortunoff

Los Angeles
* * *

" We certainly cannot mourn the fall of
“gsocialism” in the USSR, since there
was no such thing. N&L never made the
mistake of thinking there was. The
demolition of the Party in the USSR
can only be a liberating deve!opment for
280 million people. Like the killing of
Caligula. What now for socialism? As an

-anarchist, I think some form of social-

ism is still a Humanist prospect. I want

to congratulate N&L Committees and

all its members—you have kept the best

of Marx alive! ;

" Arthur Efron
Buffalo

LABOR’S
TODAY

dJust a few miles from the golf courses
and country club of exclusive Pebble
Beach, farmworkers have been living in
earthen caves. Environmental health of-
ficials from Monterey County, the na-
tion’s leading vegetable-growing area,
were led to the deplorable conditions re-
cently by television news reporters.
Farmworkers who pick strawberries and
other fruits and vegetables in and
around Salinas sleep on the ground and
eat and bathe in deplorable conditions
in so-called labor camps. In one of
them—on land owned by James
Giamanco who claims no knowledge of
the conditions though an electrical
hook-up runs into the camp—they brave
filth, pesticide-laden irrigation water,
hauling drinking water, and dodging La
Migra. They are frequently shorted pay.
In the production of the most essential
commodity—food—the laborers know
nothing but necessity. So it will ks in
this -industry where the struggle for
emamclpatlon will be most sweeping.
Journalist
California

* x =%

Since a hiring freeze at this Universi-

ty/Corporation we in Food Service are
experiencing speed-ups and job intensifi-

Humanism.

STRUGGLES

Reade'rs’ Views

_ cation. There are several positions va-
cant, but the work is being “absorbed”

(their word) by those of us that are still

here. Rarely does a day go by without

injuries, directly related to these condi-
tions. Burns and cuts and equipment
falling on people...a day without some-

one getting hurt has become the excep-
tion to the rule this semester. Today,

there will be only one cook responsible
for preparing hot food for over 1,500
people! It is insane. The plumbers, elec-

tricians, and carpenters that come in to

do repairs -are experiencing speed-up
too. One guy said he put in close to 70

hours last week, and he’s just caught up |

on work orders for the week before. No
raises, longer hours, harder work, this
place is frantic and dangerous and total
ly opposed to the humanity of us work-
ers. '

Food service worker

We teachers now face a situation

where two generations have passed

since a student had knowledge—Ilet

alone opinions—of what unions were:

supposed to do. Idealists now respond to
“the crisis in the environment” the way

they used to respond to “the crisis in la-

bor E1] |
: Teacher
Rhode Island :
° :

THE BLACK DIMENSION

The nomination of Clarence Thomisl

brought about dissent within the
NAACP, when the Compton, Cal. chap-

ter came out in support of Thomas,
while the national headquarters opposed

him. The chapter president in Compton
stated that “I believe in the work ethic
of America,” which Thomas supposedly

. embodies. But the truth is that the

work ethic of America is based on the
enslavement of millions of Black people:
throughout American history, and with-
in Thomas’ concept of ‘“natural law” is
the ability of the employer to exploit the
worker. I reject this concept of “Na-
ture” as exploitative. Marx’s concept of
“Nature” saw the need to unite the pro-
cess of mental and physical labor which
is the reality of human nature, the
whole human being. The task is to work
outhowcanNaturereachMmdasﬁxlly
developed, to reflect a new human socie-
ty, as Raya Dunayevskaya projected it in
The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-

Gene Ford
Los Angeles

* % =%

Lou Turner’s articles on the ideologi-
cal confusion and the inadequacy of the
Civil Rights Movement are right on tar-
get. In particular, hxsmmghtmthearh
cle on Thomas and Buthelez1 is quiite

i against

Latinos—people of eolor—don’t have
-anyone on the Supreme Court. Yet the

Senate will no doubt refuse to listen to
them seriously—not even traditional
groups like the NAACP. People every-
where are criticizing the system that al-
lows the Senate to be devoid of people: of
color.

Black Studies professor

* % %

Living in Crown Heights today is a
nightmare, for both the Hasidic Jews
and the people of African-Caribbean de-
scent: One group claims they are terri-
fied to walk the streets because they
fear the Black man’s presence. The oth-
er alleges the Hasidic Jews receive spe-
cial treatment. Doubtless the Hasidic

. community has been treated differently

from the Black/Hispanic community.
This is the scenario: An Hasidic Jew

hlledayoungBlackboyandagmnd\

jury did not indict him. Although the
act was not intentional something must

“ be done. In the night of violence and

turmoil, a 15-year-old killed a visiting
young Jewish man. His act was not and
will never be the answer for racial ten-
sions in Crown Heights, Bensonhuyrst,

Canarsie, or all of New York City. Now

Wisconsin

R g
. " -

he will be tried and convicted, another
life wasted. To overcome what has hap-
pened the residents of Crown Heights
must eliminate all outside forces. Forget

-the politicians and settle this among the.

community who, when all is said and
done, will still be neighbors.

Concerned Black citizen
" Flatbush, N.Y.
E 3

*

Raya Dunayevskaya and Charles Den-
by, in the Introduction to Frantz
Fanon, Soweto, and American Black
Thought, mention “the {riangu-
lar—African, West Indian, Black Ameri-
can—development of ideas which led to
actual liberation movements..” But -
they forgot to mention the contribution
to those ideas of the Black Movement in
South America, especially the South
Cone  (Brazil, Uruguay, Peru), unless
Denby and Dunayevskaya are including
Black South Americans as part of Black
Americans. Black youth in the U.S. can
identify with not only the African and
Caribbean, but also South American
freedom struggles. Brazil is a good ex-
ample. Since ~the emergence of
“quilombos” —underground  meeting
places where runaway slaves organized
themselves politically, economically, cul-
turally and militarily—Blacks have been
and are an important influence in the
revolutionary movement in that coun-
try. I hope in future issues we can hear
more about our sisters and brothers
from the “South.” ,

“New York, N.Y.

Ni'WS & LETTERS)

WHO READS N&L?

Your paper is read by many people
here who are of similar persuasion as
you. It is appreciated because you have
80 much news of workers, people of col-
orandwomenbothmtheUS ‘and in-
ternationally. N&L is much more open
and non-sectarian than the so-called

" “Marxist-Leninst” press in India which

is sterile and blind. At the same time,
N&L stresses a degree of connection,
wholeism and critical reflectivity that is
very different than the fragmented, is-
sue-centric coverage that we get in our
non-Party press in India. Above all, it's
the only literature we get from the U.S.
that tells us about the progressive peo-
ple’s movements there,
Reader
New Delhi

* * &

There are a lot of people I know in
Manhattan, on the Lower East Side,
who would hke N&L. But unfortunately
(though not surprisingly after the Rea-
gan years) many are either homeless or
squatters who don’t get much mail. In
addition, due to fear of the police, most
don't let their last names be known.

- There’s a truly revolutionary struggle

going on there. I'd like to see you send a
reporter to cover the scene.

Unemployed radical
Belleville, N.J.

LI R

I love the job you guys are doing at
News & Letters. Your stories are thor-
ough enough that I always learn new
things from them and I make an effort .
to keep on top of events. Keep it up.

Editorial cartoonist
. Vermont

P

) AN ALERT ON HATE MAIL

) N&L has learned that several |
items of disgusting anti-Semitic and )
hate literature have been sent to oth-
'er Left organizations with a return
) address of our New York N&L P.O.

Box hand-scrawled on the envelope.
’While we are confident that no one
could possibly associate this vile liter-
’ature with N&L, we are alerting all

our readers to be on the watch for si-
milar acts which may be perpetrated
’ against others, as well.
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| " ‘ROSA LUXEMBURG WOMEN’S L|BERAT|ON AND MARX’S
PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION’

Raya Dﬁnayévskaya seems never to
have stopped writing Rosa Luxemburg,

Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Phi- -

losophy of Revolution, as is clear from
all the new paragraphs shown in the
August-September issue of News & Let-
ters. Unfortunately, what was not made
clear is where readers of the paper can

“find the two presentations she consid-

ered integral to the expansion of Part
Two. They comprise chapters 8 and 23
of her Women’s Liberation and the Di-

_alectics of Revolution.

One of the most exmtmg things I
found in this expansion is the way she
takes up the section on “The Working
Day” in Capital where Marx detailed
the degrading conditions of labor in the
factory, especially for women. Raya says
the bourgeois theoreticians looked upon
this as a ‘“‘sob story.” It made me think

* . about today’s so-called experts, who use

a different expression to dismiss every-

thing that reflects the experience of ac-

tual human beings. They call it

“anecdotal evidence,” which is supposed
to mean it isn’t scientific. ,

Jan Kollwitz

Chicago

* % %

The piece you reprinted in July from
the new edition of Rosa Luxemburg,

Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Phi-
-losophy of Revolution has an exciting

discussion of what it means to establish
historic continuity with Marx. But what
does Dunayevskaya mean when she says
Stalin’s: death “lifted a heavy incubus
from my brain?”’ She already had no il-

' lusions about Stalin, having developed

her theory of state-capitalism for 12
years, And she had also already pointed
out that the Russian workers' low pro-
ductivity. was not a sign of backward-
ness but a form of revolt.

So what exactly was the nature of this
“incubus?”’ Whatever it - was, we can re-
joice. that when it was gone she did, in-
deed, catch the link of continuity to
Marx’s Humanism.

Chicago

At a recent local peace festival, I
spoke with some activists who reject the
projection " of philosophy - because it’s
“too difficult to understand.” Yet they
consider themselves Marxists. To me,
they reflect the legacy left us by the
post-Marx Marzxists who “did not, in

. thought, measure up to Marx,” as Raya

Dunayevskaya put it in Rosa Luxem-
burg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution.
Clearing the sludge created by those
who insist on rejecting Marx’s method
in favor of repeating worn-out conclu-

sions of some Post-Marx Marxist is not:

as simple, however, as pointing to
Marx’s own writings, which many of
them have read. For me,
Dunayevskaya’s book is what leads to a
concrete prOJectlon of “what Marx had
to say for himself.

. Artist
Bay Area

'MIDEAST
PEACE
MOVEMENT

Artists for Mideast Peace has pro-

duced another peace button to add to its -

collection of now five designs which can
be ordered for $1 each plus $1 for post-
age. We also promote the creation and
exhibition of original artwork on the
theme of peace. Each participant gets a
large poster that contains a border with
the word “peace” in English, Hebrew,
Arabic. It is fascinating to see how dif-
ferent each poster looks when filled in.
Anyone interested in planning a poster
project for a school group or organiza-

tion can call Mitch Kamen at

617-891-4235, or write to us.
Artists for Mideast Peace
99 Burlington St.
Lexington, MA 02178
* % X

The Israeli peace movement needs
help from the US. peace movement
when the fight begms in your Congress

over the 10 billion dollars the U.S. is
planning to give our government in
loans to help with the settlement of So-
viet Jews. The halting of settlements in
the Occupied Territories needs to be a
condition of those loans. The loans are
supposed to be for humanitarian mat-

ters and it will be far more humanitari-

an to give Soviet Jews a peaceful coun-
try in which they can live, _
- Adam Keller
Israel
.:
NEW ROLE FOR DRUG LORDS

The international drug trade is quick-
ly assuming the role that used to be
played by the ‘“‘communist menace” to
justify continued military adventures. I
don’t think it’s an accident that Peru’s
“Shining Path” movement is more asso-
ciated with cocaine trafficking than with
leftist politics by the American media.
The greater the focus on arcane “drug
cartels” as the source of our national
drug addiction epidemic, the more ob-
scure in the public mind become other
factors, such as poverty, racism and the
exploitation of the worker. .

At the same time, addiction treatment
is crumbling. As a counselor working in
this field, I have seen insurance compa-
nies drastically reduce coverage for
treatment. The pnvate treatment indus-
try struggles to survive, and the health
care worker is ‘“‘squeezed” to preserve
profit margins through greater case-
loads and smaller salaries. The quality
of treatment declines and public centers
face the same situation.

Drug addiction is a symptom of emp-
tiness, hopelessness, meaninglessness.
Theneedxstoresxstargumentsclalm
ing foreign drug lords are the source of
the problem and to demand a society

based on humanist values.
Subscriber
Chicago
® ‘
LEFT GREENS IN CANADA

The participation of the Canadian
contingent was missing in your coverage
of the Left-Green Conference in your
August-September issue. We agree with
your comments on the lack of minorities
and the question of sexism, which was

 most effectively dealt with by one of our ~

Canadian feminists who organized the
re-writing of the principles on women’s
liberation. In fact, throughout, the
Canadian contingent was far ahead in
philosophic and strategic development.
The American Left has held imperialist
thinking in regard to their superiority
on what needs to be done by the Left.
Here, for once, the American Left-
Greens approached the Canadians to
learn from us what is developing as real

ecological socialist politics in Canada,
‘ Nick Ternette
Winnipeg, Manitoba

THE COMPUTER AGE
Another peril of the computer age was

.brought home this summer when

phones became useless for hours in sep-
arate incidents in Washington, Los An- -
geles and Pittsburgh. The breakdown
was caused by a mere three lines out of
2.1 million lines of computer code. As
capitalists rush to incorporate more and
more knowledge and decision-making

into machines, they end up with more

and more national—even  glo-
bal—networks of automata that interact
in ways so complex that nobody com-
pletely understands them, and it's im-

- possible to test them fully. In other

words, capitalism has created a society
of automata and we humans Just have
to try to fit in. Doesn’t this give a new
meaning to Marx’s phrase that social re-
lations under capitalism really are “ma-
terial relations between persons and so-

cial relations between things?”’
Programmer/Analyst
Chicago
* * *

I just read about a new study showing -
that 46% of American workers have
high levels of stress on their jobs, up
from 20% just six years ago. Theexperts
think it’s just a case of “oomputer anxi-

* ety” so all that’s needed is to make the

computers more “friendly.” What they
refuse to see ig that the stress is pur-
poseful. Where I work, we are terror-
ized by waiting to be laid off. Managers
think if you put three computers in an
office you can Just go ahead and lay off
six people. -

Waiting

Tlinois

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS

—BOOKS——

0 Marxism’and Freedom -
«.from 1776 until today

a Constxtutlon of News & Letters Commlttees

1989 Columbia University Press edition. New

1980s introduction by author
by Raya Dunayevskaya

[ Philosophy and Revolution
from Hegel to Sartre
-and from Marx to Mao

1989 edition. New introduction by author 372 pp.
$14.95 per copy

by Raya Dunayevskaya

"[1Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s

$17.50 per copy

381 pp.

[ Dialectics of Revolution: American Roots
and World Humanist Concepts
Special bulletin on Marxist-Humanism as a body

--PAMPHLETS——

29¢ postage

O Frantz Fanon, Soweto and American Black
Thought, by Lou Turner and John Alan

New Expanded edition contains Introdiction/

of ideas by Raya Dunayevskaya, Eugene Walker,
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Deep Filipino opposition to U.S. bases

New York, N.Y.—As the Philippine Senate pre-
pared to reject the proposed base agreement with the
U.S., the product of a two-year-long political dealing be-
tween the Aquino and Bush administrations, which

.would extend the direct massive’American military pres-

ence for at least another decade, Bush sent. a long, de-
tailed communication, on the side, offering *“quantities
of excess defense articles appropriate for the moderniza-
tion of the Armed Forces of the Philippines.”

At the same time, Aquino’s new defense minister sud-
denly released 29 military officers who had been de-
tained since their participation in the two rightist coup
attempts of Ang. 29, 1987 and December, 1989, when
hundreds of people were killed and wounded before
Aquino requested and got U.S. Air Force intervention,

‘Robert Gates, in the midst of these maneuverings,
during his recent contrite, “off the cuff’ opening
statement for the Senate Intelligence Committee
hearing on his nomination to become director of the
CIA said, “Regional conflict and its terrorist step-
children...remain a reality desplte our best efforts. I
have been deeply engaged in dealing with all of
these problems. I have been by the President’s side
when we prevented a coup attempt in the Philip-
pines, liberated Panama...” '

The force of the cynical U.S. drive for world domi-
nation was obvious. Undoubtedly some admiration was
felt around the world for the 13 of 25 Philippine sena-
tors who voted against the agreement and thus for the
expulsion of the U.8. in the face of the ongoing and
foreboding display of U.S. determination to construct its
new Pax Americana. Yet the vote of the 13 was neither

“the expression of individual courage nor something as

ridiculous as the often repeated notion that the Philip-
pines is an “‘adolescent nation” in need of slaying the
father figure.

Rather, like the eruption of Mount Pinatubo on Phil-

“ippine independence day three months earlier, leaving

Subic Bay Naval Station directly at issue in the negoti-
ations; the dramatic vote obscured the deepest historical
aspirations of the Philippine people as a people.

This has been seen clearly in the fact that those suf--
fering the most from the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo have
been the Negritos, who had been living on the moun-
tainside since being displaced a half-century ago by the
American military base. The Black tribal group, also
known as the Aeta, originally settled throughout the
whole country, is the abo-
riginal people of the Phil-

It took nearly a month
for Philippine authorities
to concede that at least
50 of this group, many of
them children, had been

they had sought refuge

tion, primarily because
they did not trust the au-
thorities and had refused
to be taken to official ref-
ugee centers. By now,

have
refugee

mostly children,
died in the

languish of diseases asso- _
ciated with exposure to %

the elements, such as di- .

S s s L, s bl b
broncho-pneumonia. Non- 10 00 evantion camp.
governmental organiza-
tions point to the late and inadequate medical attention,
while the regional director of the Department of Social
Works and Development, Celia Yangco, claimed that the

illness and deaths were due to the “cultural factor.”
‘She said that most of the Aeta refused to be hospital-
ized or take prescribed medication and were “not used
to personal hygiene,” even as they were afflicted with
.Severe ailments. = .

The spectacular natnral event of an erupting vol-
cano disclosed the deep historical contradictions of

f Philippine :eaiity in this century, which include

those between American domination and the strug-

gle for Philippine self-determination, and between
.those Filipinos who can conciliate with the vicissi-

tudes of colonialism and those for whom that is
hardly an option. That the indigenous people of the
Philippines have come to the fore at cricial turning
points in history discloses the persistence of some-
thing totally new trying to be born,

The U.S. first loudly “threatened” to leave if the trea-
ty was not ratified, then ‘“softened” its stand to one of
abiding by the outcome of Aquino’s proposed unconsti-
tutional referendum, which would require millions of
signatures and dominate the politics of the country for
at least the next year. Simultaneously, the U.S. tried to
quickly relegate the Philippines back to a very subordi--
nate “regional” issue. Yet, what must be in the back of
the minds of people like Bush and’Gates, and is not all
“regional,” is the possibility that the ongoing civil war
being fought between the Philippine military and the
masses of the Filipino people—as it flares again today in
the Cordillera Mountains, ebbing and flowing for nearly
a century in the shadow of the U.S. presence—could de-
velop into a kind of full social revolution which the U.S.
government could neither grasp nor define its limits.

—Victor Hart

Tribal groups hombed

Manila, the Philippines—In the Philippines in
the 1980s 1 worked full-time with non-governmental or-
ganizations in health programs. We had a Manila office
with a medical clinic for workers—those on strike, in-
jured on the picket lines—for their families and for

" those fleeing military repression in the provinces, as

well as for political detainees when they came out. So I
already knew all about human rights violations and “in-
ternal refugees.”

But that still didn’t fully prepare me for what 1 was
to experience this past August when I returned to my

. former office in Manila, after working in U.S. hospitals

for awhile. I joined a fact-finding medical and relief mis-

" sion, spearheaded by a national human rights group.

We travelled to the Marag Valley in the Cordillera
Mountains, which is in-the northern part of Luzon Is-
land. The area is well-known because of its rich natural
resources, and it is near the place of origin of the New
People’s Army (NPA) in the early 1970s. Today it is the

' primary target of the government’s policy of ‘“‘total war”

it says is aimed at the insurgency, but which I saw di-
rectly affects everyone.

-. It was an 18-hour trip from Manila by bus, then
jeepney and hiking. When we arrived, there were
children crying, waiting to be seen by our medical
staff. The people of the area are mostly the Isneg
and Aggay, indigenous tribal groups similar in ap-

pearance to the Aeta group which was the most se-.

verely affected by the recent eruption of Mt.
Pinatubo and its aftermath. Though it was a month

after the bombing, many had not received any medi--

cal attention. We worked until midnight with lamps
and flashlights. In the mormng we walked to anoth-
er barrio,

There we found 500 people, many of them children, in
a huge cave in the mountain, waiting for relief and med-
ical attention. These people wanted to know what the
government was doing to help them. The children were
so shy they put their heads down. Even the adults
couldn’t look us straight in the eye; I was asking myself
why. We treated them for 17 hours straight. The chil-
g;n had goiter and many of the elders were going

d.
The military has made a boundary beyond which

none of these people are allowed to go; they can’t even

travel to areas where they might get basic care. They
are considered NPA supporters. The military burns the
rice fields so that there is starvation before and after a
military operation. It is the Aquino government’s widely

_ announced plan to end the insurgency by 1992.

It was a clamoring, especially from the press, that fi-
nally made Aquino call off the bombing while she an-
nounced “development’’ plans for the region. Many peo-
‘ple think the aim of the government is to crush people’s
consciousness so that they can open up the rich area for
development—the kind that would destroy the culture
and environment. --Regina Ilog

'Chicano moratorium anniversary meeting

LasAngeIes, Cal.—Aug. 24, the 21st anniversay

* of the massive 1970 East Los Angeles anti-war/Chicano

power march, brought out about 300 youth to discuss

‘woblemsfanngymngChwanos,ﬁ'omgangnoleneeto

the government/media campaign for the up-

the ‘wlnteworl * of
) Onespeakermted.“(:olnmbmcmuedanoeean,

80 who are you calling wetback? Not the Mexican
.. people: we only crossed a river, on onr land. Colum-

bus had to cross from one continent to another to

‘eonquer us.”

At the rally emphasis was placed on the indigenous
identity of Mexicans and Chicanos, and the problem of
being identified with only their European heritage in at-

titude and language with terms like ‘“Hispanic.”

Native American tribes indigenous to the L.A. area

“were invited by the Mexican dance troupe Cuatehmoc,

who honored them in a ceremony. Other Native Ameri-

‘cans spoke in private groups about the imperialism of

language and the need to fight the “shame” of the colo-
nized by teaching and learning true history. Guatema-

lan Native Americans were present to inform the public
of ongoing abuses by the U.S. government-backed mili-

Looking towards the future, young Chicano rappers
(“Aztlan”) held everyone’s attention by agitating for
pride, health, respect and empowerment of LA RAZA by
LA RAZA, not separate from the empowerment of their

_brothers and sisters of all races.

This was the beginning of a four-month series of
events celebrating L.A’s “Festival Mexicano” which
was formally kicked off on the weekend of Mexican
Independence Day, Sept. 16. Numerous celebrities,
musicians, artists and intellectuals from the Mexi-
can and Chicano community met in front of the L.A.
City Hall in spirited recognition of the Mexican rev-
olution of 1911.

Movies, plays, concerts, art shows, lectures and dis-
cussions will be continuing throughout Los Angeles
County, focusing on the experience of Mexicans and
Mexican-Americans (Chicanos), including the dimen-
sions of Afro-Mexicans, women and homosexuals in the
community. ~-Anna Maillon and Gene Ford

Argentina elections i

New York, N.Y.—In the beginning of September

- elections for governors were held in Argentina and, with

few exceptions, the conservative party currently in pow,
er, the Peronist Partido Justxclahsta, won an overi
whelming victory in most of the provinces.

The ruling-party succeeded in bringing down mﬂatwr
to the level of 20 years ago (1.3%) and also in atfaining
a certain degree of economic stability, which could be
part of the explanation for the overwhelming victory,
But the economic indexes are not showing the objective
social conditions the people are living—close to 40% of
‘the population lives under the level of poverty and over
10% are unemployed.

The most disturbing result of the election was in the
province of Buenos Aires, the most populous and rich-
est. Here, one. of the parties that got more votes, besides
the conservative ruling party and the main opposmon
party (Union Civica Radical), was the one led by Alde
Rico, an army official remembered as the organizer of
most. of the attempts to overthrow the governments of
Argentina since the dictatorship ended in 1983. This
fascist party got 12% of the vote, of which the majority
came from the poorest sectors of the population.

So, what about the Left? They lost as never before.
They are following the rules of the game that they can
never win. In their eternal search for power they have
scared, or have themselves become distrusted by, people
to the point that many in the most important leftist
party, Movement Toward Socialism (Trotskyist), capitu-
lated to the pseudo-populist ideology and voted for Rico.
There is no doubt that this is a time of crisis and a time
to agk, “What does it mean to give up your idea of revo-
lutionary change in the time of crigis?”’ I see it as a time
to work out anew what weare for. —-Carlos Vareln

“The “new” Russia

{continued from page.5)
philesophic new -beginnings is now. It entails breakmg
from: all forms of post-Marx Marxism and rediscovering
the plulosophlc revolution of our age: Marxist-Human-
ism.

From the moment she founded Marxist-Humanism in
the 1950s, Raya Dunayevskaya insisted it took both the
movement from practice and from theory to work out’
the path to a new society. 5 Yet although new forms of
revalt.covered the:globe in the post-World War II world,
the various Marxist tendencies—whether Maoist. or
Trotskyist, Castroite or “independent” —failed to meet
this - movement from practme with a philosophy of liber-
ation. Instead of giving expression to the passion for
new human relations by rooting themselves in Marx’s
Humanism, they clung to economic determinism and'
political voluntarism.

By the 1980s, this failure to actualize a movement

from theory requisite to meet the challenge of the times’
left even those post-Marx Marxists who had broken!
with both poles of world capital totally unprepared to
combat a new stage of ideological pollution—
By 1991, it has led to the theoretleal disintegration of
post-Marx Marxism. That tion, however, no
more mgmﬁes the ‘‘death” of Marxism than did its ear-
lier “‘growth” represent its vitality. For what. gives life
toMarxsthoughttodayxsthedesn'eforﬁ-eedomby
masses of people and the philosophic re-creation of that
legacy in the post-World War 11 era.

.For this reason, it becomes crucial to combat the lat-
est form of ideological pollution—the effort to rewrite
the history of the 20th century, one reflection of which
is the fantastic t that the October 1917
Rusgsian Revolution was a “coup” and the February,
1917 Revolution a mere “bread riot.” More is involved
here than the question of 1917. For the present rewrit-
ing of history extends to an effort to erase from the
minds of humanity the effort to restate Marx’s Human-
ism for our age in face of that revolution’s {ransforma-
tion iinto opposite, a state-capitalist society. The quest
for a Marxist Humanism covered the globe in the post-
World War 11 era, from East Europe to Africa, and from
the U.S. to China and Latin America.?

Whatmakestheefferttokﬂloﬂ'thmhmorysodead]y
is that the task of restating Marx’s Marxism ‘for today
appears not only awesome, but very nearly unapproach-
able, once the direction provxded by the historic contri-
buhons of Marxist-Humanism is lost sight of. The re-
statement of Marx’s Marxism for our day simply cannot
beachxevedextherbypractwealoneorbytheorythat
turns its back on the determinancy of history.

We must not allow the rulers to get away with their
eﬁbrttodenyhumamtytheveryattempttoactuahzea
philosophy of liberation as.the polarizing for hu-
manity’s freedom struggles. Nowithat the s%bbﬂy of
ideas of Marxist-Humanism can be explored at a mo-
ment when Raya Dmmyevskayas philosophic compre-
hension of that totality is also available, a new humus
for working out philosophic new beginnings is in hand.”
We eannot aﬁ‘o@d not to avail ourselves of that epportu-

—Septembe;&s 1991

5. Dunayevskaya’s founding philosophic moment, her “1953 Letters
on:Hegel's Absolutes,” which articulate this conception, can'be found in .
The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism.

8. For a survey of this history, see-“A Post-World War II View of
Marx’s Humanism: 1843-83; Marxist: Humanism in the 1950s and
19803,” by Raya Dunayevskaya, in Praxis International, October

: 'I Dunayevskaya s “trilogy of Ievglut;on”—-Marxism and Freedom,
Philosophy and Revolution, and Luxemburg, Women’s Lib-
eration, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution—is now available in
new editions, each containing new writings from the 1980s by the au-
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Black/Red View

by John Alan

The nomination of Clarence Thomas, a conservative
African-American federal judge, by President Bush to
succeed Thurgood Marshall on the U.S. Supreme Court
has generated a number of journalistic analyses on what
role a Black conservative would play on a Supreme
Court that is now probably the most conservative anti-
civil rights court in this century.

These analyses were largely speculations on what bloc

- of conservatives Thomas would align himself with on

the court. A far more important question is: Why does
Bush need to keep an appearance on the Supreme
Court of the Black American dimension when, in re-
ality, the departure of Thurgood Marshall ends any
authentic connection with the ongoing, historic
Black movement for equality and freedom?

‘The confirmation process of a nominee is nof the

| transcendence of politics—i.e., the ongoing class, race,

and gender conflicts in American society—but politics
practiced as a “ritual” as if these struggles don't exist
and as if there is a difference between the ideology of
the court and the White House.

'MARSHALL, THOMAS DIFFERENCE

Justice Marshall devoted his entire legal career to get-
ting the Supreme Court to act as a protector of Black
civil ‘rights- as it was mandated by the Fourteenth

the Fourteenth Amendment was adopted to protect ex-
slaves and all other persons from discrimination because
of race, religion and national origin.

(continued from page 1)

Fro_m 1975 to 1985 speed-up and mechanization com-
bined to squeeze an incredible 43% increase in output

* per worker. This speed-up does not only result in chick-

en that can be unsafe to eat; it means that workers are
suffering from infected cuts, respiratory diseases and

" gkin rashes and are crippled by repetitive motion injur-

ies.
The South is the fastest growing manufacturing re-
gion in the U.S. North Carolina has the highest percent-

" age of manufacturing workers of any state, but this

growth flourishes in a North Carolina where only 4.5%
of the work force is unionized. It is the North Carolina
of poverty-wage jobs, of race and sex segregation in job
assignments, of unsafe work places, of Jesse Helms:

In the post-World War II years, as industry grew
in the South, the CIO launched what it called “Oper-
ation Dixie,” a campaign to break the non-union,

- low-wage Southern enclave. The campaign was a di-

 gastrous stillbirth. It failed because it attempted to
~ unionize Southern workers without challenging the

segregation which permeated every aspect of South-
ern life. Union leaders could not even solve such ele-
mentary problems as how to hold public meetings

; with Black and white workers in the same hall.

The Civil Rights Movement of the 19603 spurred new

union organizing drives in the South, drives often initi- -

" ated by Black workers who called in unions to help

them. By the 1980s, however, the percentage of union-

" ized workers was falling again in the South, as it was in

| Revolution

the U.S. as a whole. Far from that fact indicating any

Amendment to the Constitution. He emphasized that

Thomas’ path to Supreme Court

In 1961, when Thomas was eight years of age, Mar-
shall wrote: “That many of the vestiges of slavery re-
main and racial discrimination is still practiced in all
sections of the United States is due to the court’s nar-
row and often rigid interpretation of the Fourteenth
Amendment.”

Marshall fought for a constitutional pathway to Black
freedom when all the legal roads were closed by the spu-
rious doctrine of “separate but equal.” However, it was
the “illegal” action of the Black masses in the 1960s
which made his appointment to the Supreme Court a
new, historic reality. ,

The career of Clarence Thomas has moved in an op-
posite direction. It has moved in a straight line from his
being. an ideological foot soldier of Reagan’s
retrogressionism to a federal court judge. In his pro-
gress, Thomas has shown himself to be an opponent of
the Roe v. Wade decision and an advocate of “Natural
Law” as an alternative to what he called ‘“both run-a-
mok majorities and run-a-mok judges.”

When Thomas was a “civil rights” bureaucrat for
Reagan and Bush, he was known for not upholding the
statutes and laws protecting the rights of minorities. In
short, Thomas’ public life has been devoted to a right-
wing ideological offensive against civil rights,
WHENCE THOMAS AROSE

While it is necessary to look at the sharp differences
in the personal histories' of Thomas and Marshall, it
would be a mistake to see those differences in terms of
their individual subjectivities. Both Marshall’s and

Thomas’ notions of civil rights have very much to do

N.C. tragedy was not an accident

“backwardness’’ on the part of the workers, the truth is-

that the social and shop floor conservatism, the bank-
ruptey of ideas, within the AFL-CIO today does not of-
fer poverty-wage workers any pole of attraction.

Union leaders and Southern workers, especially Black
women workers, are simply speaking two different lan-
guages. To union bureaucrats, the fact that so many of
the workers killed in the fire were Black women, if not
“incidental,” points only to the ‘“‘triple burden” they
suffer—as workers, as Blacks, as women. They forget
not only that union successes in the South since the
1960s emerged from the Civil Rights Movement, but
that Black women stood out in that movement as think-
ers and as leaders.

SOUTHERN ORGANIZING CRUCIAL

Industrial tragedies have different histories. Some are
forgotten; others lead to new freedom movements. That
was the case with the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist fire,
which spurred unionization of the garment industry,
and with the 1968 Farmington coal mine disaster, out
of which came the Miners for Democracy movement.
Whether an industrial tragedy is an end or a new begin-
ning for the labor movement depends on the power of
the idea and its expression in workers’ self-organization.

Across the South today workers are trying new orga-
nizational forms and exploring ideas. Whether inside
the established unions or outside them, their search for
a ‘more total, more powerful “organizing Idea’ is crucial
for all of us living in George Bush’s America.

—~Michael Connolly and B. Ann Last:lle
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with what’s happening outside and inside the American
Black dimension.

It is true that Judge Thomas’ conservatism runs
counter to the welfare and interests of the Black
masses. It is also true that his conservatism stems di-
rectly from the dismal state of Black reality and the un-
finished nature of the Black Revolution of the 1960s.
Thus it is not an accident that Thomas is a follower of
the pre-eminent Black conservative Thomas Sowell.
Sowell finds the ground for his neoconservatism in this
unfinished “Black Revolution”; he never stops pointing
out that civil rights, school integration, affirmative ac-

tion, etc., have done little or nothing towards eliminat- -

ing the problems of the urban Black ghettos.

However, the “‘solution” that Thomas and Sowell of-

fer to the permanent crisis in Black life is capitalism.
They maintain that the social system is not at fault;
rather, it is the victim’s moral deficiency. Thus Thomas
reaches back to “Natural Law” standing above society; "
and Sowell, back to a-version of ‘“moral” responsibility
for poverty as a lack of “innate human capi
the ability to sell one’s labor-power.

gies expresses the tendency—a tendency always present

in Black intellectuals-and leaders—to separate Black
thought from the Black mass movement. It is to this -
tendency in Black thought that Bush reaches out with -

his nomination of Clarence. Thomas, at the very mo-

ment when he plans to veto the mild Civil Rights Act of ~

1991, further eviscerating affirmative action.

The blocking of constitutional rights does not end the
struggle. As Frederick Douglass said upon hearing
about the Dred Scott decision: “The Supreme Court is
not the only power in the world....” :

Black World

(continued from page 1)

African Defense Force (SADF) are active supporters of
the far-right Conservative Party, which explains why se-
curity forces are known to have supplied logistical sup-
port to Inkatha in its violent confrontations with ANC

** that is -
~This reaching back to 19th—century “moral” ideolo- -

supporters in Natal province over the last several years. - 7

In the Black “homelands” of Ciskei and Gazankulu,
SADF officers regularly employed Black mercenaries to

attack the ANC. Former South African intelligence offi- -
cer Major Nico Basson reported how the government .
has secretly supplied AK-47s to Black surrogates. in .

Inkatha and other vigilante groups to attack the ANC,
creating the impression that the attacks are ‘black-on-

black violence’’; rather than a government offensive. In '

addition, undercover police have carried on a campaign

of selective assassination of anti-apartheid activists with . '

letter bombs, poisonings and shootings, according to for- -

mer police captain Dirk Coetzee. . :

Thus, the U.S. human rights organization Africa
Watch concluded that all the evidence warrants “find-
ings that death squads have been supported by both the

South African police. and .the South African Defense
Force.” Until the “Inkathagate” revelations, the de

Klerk government claimed no knowledge of death squad
activity within its defense forces. It was in face of gov-
ernment covert violence that George Bush lifted the
sanctions on July 10, sanctions which he had originally
opposed as Vice-President. Moreover it is this phenome-
non of state-sponsored violence that the Reagan and
Bush administrations have supported in Central Ameri-
ca, and which Bush seeks to bolster further in South Af-

rica.
CHALLENGE TO THE ANC

In point of fact, there is a relationship between sanc-
tions and the apartheid state’s secret operations, of

- counfer-revolutionary violence, not unlike that carried

out by Oliver North and the CIA in Central America. In
South Africa’s intricate efforts to get around sanctions,
covert government and private sector operations have
helped fund contra-style organizations in Mozambique
and Angola. According to the London-based Africa Con-
fidential: “During the years of clandestine warfare
against the ANC and the Front Line States, South Afri-
‘ca built up a formidable array of secret units required to
carry out deniable operations, such as the Special
Forces and the cynically-named Civil Cooperation Bu-
reau (CCB).. These units have their own structures and,
often, sources of funding, and are composed of individu-
als for whom violence is a way of life. Quite literally,
they have a vested interest in destabilization. It is their

job...Secret units such as the CCB developed as sideli | P
to their main business of murder and intimidation such

trades as currency-smuggling, and trafficking in drugs,
guns, ivory and gems” (AC, May 3, 1991).

. The present moment raises crucial questions: will
the ANC take the initiative or continue down the
path of conciliationism? Will Umkhonto we Sizwe
(MK), the armed wing of the ANC, be deployed in
the townships as community defense units, or will
de Klerk try to pre-empt this move by offering to
merge MK with the SADF?

The most serious struggle for democracy is now being
waged in South Africa. It is one which cannot conceal
the contradiction between the bourgeois democratic
form being discussed in preparation for constitutional
talks, and the proletarian class content of the democrat-
ic structures created over the last two decades of mass
struggle. Those ongoing mass proletarian struggles in
South Africa will not easily confine themselves to the
bourgeois class limitations of a “negotiated settlement.”

-~
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Philosophic Dialogue

by A. Anielewicz

After two decades of global crisis and disarray, capi-
talist production relations pose so total a barrier to de-
velopment that a new concept of, and basis for, human
development has become an urgent necessity. This prob-
lematic was central to Raya Dunayevskaya’s unique the-
ory of state-capitalism, first articulated in 1941 and en-
riched and deepened through her later development of
the philosophy of Marxist-Humanism. She strived to re-
concretize Marx’s vision of a society of freely associated
workers, whose developing powers would be both means
and end, as the absolute opposite to the despotic ““integ-
ument”’ of capitalist value production.

That Dunayevskaya’s ceuvres speak forcefully to the
crises of the 1990s can be seen even in the rhetoric of
some capitalist ideologues who have begun to justify the
imposition of the “free market” as that which will sup-
posedly release the energies and talents of the individu-
al. Conversely, by completely conjuring away
Dunayevskaya’s philosophic and theoretical contribu-
tions, Alex Callinicos’ Trotskyism (University of Min-
nesota Press, 1990) stands as an obstacle in the way of
claiming this legacy. It is to clear away that obstacle,
rather than to reflect on his assessment of Trotskyism
per se, that we turn to this book.

CALLINICOS’ ‘STYLIZATION’ OF HISTORY

Callinicos forsakes a chronology of Trotskyism’s intel-
lectual history in order to construct a *somewhat styl-
ized—some might say caricatured” tale, primarily of
Trotskyism’s great crisis of the 1940s and the inade-
quate “Orthodoxies” and ‘‘Heresies” offered in re-

_sponse to it. Despair not, for in the end the leader of
Callinicos’ tendency, Tony Clff, armed with his state
capitalist theory and explanation for the post-World
War II “boom,” comes to save the day as the sole and
true heir of “‘classical Marxism.”

The methodological framework on which
Callinicos hangs this tale is a scheme of ivory-tower
theoretical development borrowed from Imre

- Lakatos, the bourgeois philosopher of science.
~ Callinicos pretends that Trotskyist theories are “sci-
entific research programmes” which develop
“through the formulation of successive refutable
auxiliary hypotheses.” Explanation and prediction

_become the driving force of intellectual history, and
their adequacy becomes the crucial test of revolu-
tionary thought,

By applying this ‘“stylized” Lakatosian model,
Callinicos manages to postdate the crisis of Trotskyism
to 1945, when “Trotsky’s predictions about the Second
World War and its outcome’’ were refuted. It is indeed
the case that Cliff’s theory of state capitalism, articulat-
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Clash of contending theories of state-capitalism |

ed in 1948, was an attempt to resolve theoretical anom-
alies internal to postwar Trotskyism. The crisis itself,
however, began to unfold as far back as 1939.

In 1939, it was the Hitler-Stalin Pact and the looming
World War—not falsified predictions—that impelled
challenges to Trotsky's defense of Stalinist Russia and
analysis of it as a “workers’ state, though degenerate.”
Despite Trotsky’s personal authority, 40% of the Social-
ist Workers Party left in 1940 to form the Workers Par-
ty, within which the state-capitalist theories of J.R.
Johnson (C.L.LR. James) and Freddie Forest
(Dunayevskaya), and Max Shachtman’s theory of “bu-
reaucratic collectivism,” first emerged in 1941.

Callinicos’ “stylization” of history enables him to
present these theories as if they, like Cliff’s, were re-
sponses to the post-1945 theoretical crisis! This, togeth-
er with the author’s failure to cite any of the documents
in which Dunayevskaya or James developed state-capi-
talist theory before Cliff appeared on the scene, will
serve to perpetuate the myth that CLff was the first to
analyze Russia as a state capitalist society. (See the
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, Vols. I and X1I.)

“First-edness” by itself is not important. Rather,
the fact that Dunayevskaya worked out her state-
capitalist theory in 1941, not 1948, reveals that what
impelled its articulation, and thus its future trajec-
tory, was nothing as superficial as the “falsification”
of Trotsky’s predictions. Indeed, she would later cri-
tique even Trotsky’s “brilliant prognostication” that
the 1905 Russian Revolution would continue “in per-
manence,” because this theory “was not fleshed out
to incorporate the actunally developing forces for
revolution or deepened conceptually to meet the
new reality [or] used as a foundation for the estab-
lishment of an independent political temdency,
grouping, or party” (“Leon Trotsky as Man and The-
oretician” in Studies of Comparative Communism,
10:1-2, 1977).

For Dunayevskaya, Marxist theory lives up to its po-
tential and its responsibility only insofar as it undergoes
such “objective-subjective dialectical development.”
Thus, the contrary of her critique of Trotsky is likewise
an apt description of the uniqueness of her state-capital-
ist theory and its deepening within Marxist-Humanism
in the postwar epoch as new “movements from prac-
tice”” manifested the quest for new human relations.

DUNAYEVSKAYA'’S UNIQUE
STATE-CAPITALIST THEORY

That Dunayevskaya’s concept and practice of Marx-
ism refuses to jibe with Callinicos’ Lakatosian scheme is
perhaps one reason that he all but ignores her work. He
makes no mention of her Marxist-Humanism, citing her
only as a political leader in the Johnson-Forest Ten-

The nearly three-decade-
long, rich, revolutionary
correspondence, through
which we got to know Mar-
garet Crociani as a true
comrade and warm friend,
began with the letter News
& Letters received from
Milan in January, 1964.
She was then part, Marga-
ret wrote, of a small group
of Italian Marxists who,
having read both N&L and
Marxism and Freedom,
felt we had ‘““a good deal in
common.”

It was a period of grow- i

ing wildcat strikes in Italy and she described the an-
ger of the workers at their union leaders and con-
tracts that served only “to integrate them into the
capitalist system.” ‘“These new forms of struggle are
discouraged by the communist and socialist parties,”
she continued, telling us that this small group of
Marxists in Milan and Turin wanted to help make
known these new forms of struggle through a paper
which would print articles by and conversations with
workers themselves. In the same letter she described
a group in Rome that would like to publish docu-
ments and books on the European and American
working-class movement and invited us to send what
we could to begin the exchange of ideas.

By return mail we discussed how important we
considered it not to separate the ‘“‘voices from below”
from the needed theoretical development and sent
copies of all the pamphlets we had published as well
as copies of several of Raya Dunayevskaya’s Weekly
Political Letters. While Margaret studied and wrote
to us about all of them, it was American Civiliza-
tion on Trial that she considered so important that
she worked long and hard, but without success, to
have it published in an Italian edition. That interest
became clearer when she told us, many years later,
that she was an American by birth, who had left her
home in Indiana when still in her teens to “find free-
dom,” wound up briefly in Chicago during the years

_of McCarthyism and found Marx through reading “to
find out what made society so oppressive.” What
pulled her was what she called “the totality of
Marx’s ideas—political, human, social, economic.”

R

In Memoriam: Margaret Ellingham-Crociani
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It was that same kind of totality that pulled her to
Raya Dunayevskaya’s Marxist-Humanism: “I’ve read
many of the articles in Socialist Humanism,” she
wrote us in 1969, “and although some of the Eastern
European philosophers have much that is interesting
to say, Raya’s article was the only one in which the
concept of object and subject—materialism and hu- §
manism—was united and not put at two different
levels of human consciousness.”

A thorough internationalist, in her very first letter
Margaret asked us for addresses of co-thinkers in Ja-
pan, in Africa, in Latin America—and, in turn,
shared all the materials we were able to send to her
with whoever she felt would be interested in an in-
ternational dialogue. She not only translated reviews
and articles about Ruya’s work which she found in
the Italian press but wrote regular reports making
sense out of the often chaotic Italian scene for N&L.

What, above all, characterized Margaret’s long and
vigorous relationship with Marxist-Humanism was
that she never separated the responsibility she un-
dertook for contributing such a wealth of concrete
material for N&L from the serious philosophic dia-
logue she pursued around Raya’s trilogy of revolu-
tion. “I am very glad,” she wrote to Raya in 1983,
“that Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (RLWLMPR) has
brought out so many questions that really need to be
discussed, especially the organizational question. It is
incredible that Lenin’s What is to be Done? has
served as a sort of Bible on this for 80 years. That
can be worked out only in the historical and dialecti-
cal situation in which one is working...”

Later, she wrote to us that reading The Philo-
sophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism we had just
published had made RLWLMPR even clearer to her,
for “the dialectic is continually in action to create a
transformation in society... Each person has a role in
creating the new society, no matter how ‘humble’ his
social position. On the job and in one’s discussions
with others, one can influence and direct the path to-
wards a new and human society. The roots of the
new society are in the making right now. ‘Internati-
zation’ means that every person should accept per-
sonal responsibility...””

Margaret accepted it as a “personal responsibility”
to fight for a new, truly human society on the
grounds of Marxist-Humanism. We are proud to have
had her as a comrade and a friend. We mourn her
loss and honor her memory. —Olga DomanslfiJ

dency (JFT) and, after its breakup in 1955, as the

founder of the ‘“publication, News and Letters,” but

not the Marxist-Humanist organization, News and Let-

ters Committees. Even her state-capitalist theory is sub-

:lumed under James’ theory and attributed to him
one.

Callinicos is at pains to distinguish Cliff’s theory of
state capitalism from that of ‘“‘James.” The difference
he seizes upon, not surprisingly, reflects his preoccupa-
tion with explanatory science: Cliff alone, he argues,
could explain ‘“why the Soviet bureaucracy enforced
‘despotism in...the workshop,”” by “treating the effects
of global competition as a necessary condition of the ex-
istence of state capitalism in the USSR.”

In fact, however, Dunayevskaya’s 1942 “An Analysis
of Rusgian Economy” situated Russia’s development
within the world market and she explicitly affirmed this
“necessary condition’ at least as early as 1947, during a
debate with Shachtman (the Raya Dunayevskaya Col-
lection, Vol. XII, #9007). ‘“Johnson-Forest’ repeated
this affirmation in the one JFT work on state-capitalism
Callinicos cites (and attributes to James alone), their
1950 State Capitalism and World Revolution. They
insisted, however, that the ‘“‘vital necessity of our time
is to lay bare the violent antagonism of labor and capital
at this definitive stage of centralization of capital,”
whereas Callinicos would raise intercapitalist competi-
tion to equal status with that antagonism.

Whether “[clapital exists and can only exist as
many capitals,” a phrase from the Grundrisse
Callinicos quotes in support of Cliff, is not at issue.
What is relevant instead is what the author ignores
in that same work, Marx’s contention that “competi-
tion [does not impose] laws on capital from the out-
side, laws not its own” (Grundrisse, Vintage, 1973, p.
414, p. 752). -

Equally erroneous is Callinicos’ claim that the “John-
son-Forest tendency argued that the USSR was state-
capitalist entirely on the grounds of the existence of a
‘hierarchy in the process of production itself.””” Rather
than speaking of hierarchy “as such,” they regarded
value production as capitalism’s differentia specifica
and thus treated the bureaucrats and managers who en-
forced it as only “personifications” of capital. In this
case, as in the former, Callinicos’ empiricism blinds him
to the distinction between a law and the mode of its en-
forcement.

Those who wish to learn more about Dunayevskaya’s

|
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theory of state-capitalism are advised to steer clear of

Callinicos’ rewriting of history and instead study her
writings directly. News and Letters Committees will
help facilitate such study by publishing a pamphlet-
length, selection of her writings on state-capitalism this
winter.
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by Sheila Fuller
Dehumanization is characteristic of = capitalism,
whether in its private “free market” form or in its
state-capitalist form. Today, this dehumanization has

reached such a degenerate state that it is killing our

*hildren, our future, through neglect and poverty.

The plain truth is that in the last ten years of Rea-
ganism’s attack on living standards and its continu-
ation in the Bush administration, with low-wage
jobs proliferating and social programs being gutted,
child poverty has exploded in this country. Millions

of children are on the verge of hunger and suffer

from weight loss, fatigue and headaches.

©® The Census Bureau has just reported that the offi-
cial poverty rate for children rose sharply in 1990, to
20.6%, over 13 million human beings. For Black chil-
dren the rate is 44.8%, and for Hispanics, 38.4%. Not
only is- that rate understated, since a family of four
making $13,360 a year is not counted as poor, but the
rate for 1991 is sure to be much higher as the recession
takes its toll.

CHILDREN’S HEALTH CARE SLASHED

@ Children in the U.S. are dying from diseases that
can be prevented with p: and timely vaccination. In
Chicago, Los Angeles, Atfanta and New York City, a
measles epidemic broken out. Massive cuts in feder-
al and state disease control funds have meant that clin-
ics that used to provide immunization to poor children
no lenger do, or have long waitinilists.

In response to this epidemic, the Bush administration
has deferred an emergency plan to buy vaccines and dis-
tribute them to cities and states. Instead, it is sending
bureaucrats to gix cities “to learn why kids aren’t get-
ting immunized.” Bush is trying to make us believe
that it is simply the parents’ fault—but his delaying
will be responsible for the deaths of many children.

@ Parents who take unpaid time off work to care for

War crimes tribunal

San Francisco, Cal.—Over 900 people attended a
“War Crimes Tribunal” here on Sept. 14. The “testimo-
ny” presented by over 30 speakers made clear the con-
tinuing devastating effects of the Gulf War. Today,
thousands of Iraqi children are dying of cholera and
other diseases as a result of U.S. bombing of water puri-
fication and sewage facilities. One speaker who had just
returned from a survey of Iraq testified that the water
system is so contaminated that epidemics could contin-
ue for years. Ongoing sanctions prevent Iraqgis from re-
ceiving medicines including insulin for diabetes. «

The U.S. bombing of thousands of unarmed retreat-
ing soldiers, failure to care for the wounded and dying,
abandoning the bodies of the dead, and the bombing of
non-military infrastructure were all shown by various
speakers to be blatant violations of international law.

Jeff Patterson, G.I. resister and editor of the Anti-
Warrior newspaper, updated the audience on cases of
the many G.Ls who resisted Bush’s war, declaring “We
don't want justice, we want freedom.” '

However, the domination of a narrow abstract focus
on law and the fact that only “expert witnesses” were
allowed to speak severely limited the potential of such a
mass meeting.

Ramsey Clark, former 1.S. attorney general, who was
promoted as the headline speaker, represented the ma-
jor contradiction, stating that “law could be a means of
ce.” This and his illusion that the UN could be re-
ormed highlight the “established” peace movement’s
efusal to face its failure to sustain and deepen the
ass, spontaneous mobilizations against the war which
illed the streets across the U.S. in January.

‘Those hundreds of thousands didn’t need to be con-
inced by expert witnesses and they sure weren’t going
wait for international law. They knew that they
anted to stop a brutal, inhuman war. The fact that
th stayed away from the war crimes tribunal and
her recent events indicates that they have returned
eir own verdict: the existing Left-Peace movement
not be their vehicle to the future. This does not ab-
ve us of the responsibility for working out a new be-
ing before the next war. ~Anti-War youth
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newborn or sick children often risk being fired, but
Bush opposes even the mildest family leave bill, which
would apply to-only 5% of employers, and exclude even
many of their employees. Yet child care is unaffordable
for many poor parents. .

WHAT KIND OF FUTURE?

How dare Bush and all the pundits praise the glory of
“free market capitalism” when the reality is that this
system is neglecting and killing our youth every day!
What kind of future does that point to for the world?
Even many of those experts who do express concern
about the state of U.S. children are only worried that
the nation’s future workforce will not be able to com-
pete with other countries economically. What a con-
temptible attitude! It still does not care about children
-as human beings but only as sources of wealth, as finan-
cial investments.

It is painful to see that many children in our society
experience no childhood, no period of unconditional love

and caring, joy and exploration and learning. Many chil-

dren live with death and war, poverty and abuse.

In his book There Are No Children Here: The Story
of Two Boys Growing Up in the Other America, Alex
Kotlowitz follows the lives of two boys in the Henry
Horner housing project in Chicago. He writes of their
daily encounter with death, diseases, drugs and gang
violence. He also reveals the yearning for an altogether
different kind of life among these children. But he con-

cludes with his view of the lack of hope among children, -

the feeling that they have no power to change things.
How could it be otherwise as long as the only vision of

the future to be found iz the permanence of the “free

market” and the poverty and violence for which it

stands? How can we find a pathway out of this hopeless-
ness and elicit the creative talents of children in devel-
oping a new human existence? Doesn’t it require the
projection of -a vision of the future that is the absolute
opposite of the existing exploitative reality?

Subscribe to News & Letters
only $2.50 per year
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Coming next issue:

The Coup in Haiti

TZT0R The human cost of child poverty  Schooling=brainwashing

Los Angeles, Cal —It’s back to school, and back
to being called a “commie” because I think differently.

The principal was observing our class, so at the begin-
ning of the day Mr. H. told us to stand for the Pledge of
Allegiance. As usual, I remained seated.

But the threat of expulsion, along with him pulling on
the back of my T-shirt, forced me fo stand. He didn’t
even do anything when the boys started teasing me, be-
cause, in his words, ‘“Commies don’t deserve respect.”

This is so typical of what happens in school. If you
aren’t ‘“normal” (i.e., drive a nice car, get good grades,
date either a cheerleader or a foothall player, and belong
to 50 million stupid clubs), if you don’t fit the mold,
their mold, then you are crazy/hopeless/a troublemak-
er/stupid/queer/weird, etc. o

They (the powers that be) try to make everyone
the same, just so that their job is a little bit easier.
They don’t care about us really, They say they do,
but it isn’t true. We all have to be alike, doing the
same work at the same time. No one is free to grow
and learn in school. Instead we are oppressed and
brainwashed. ’

Brainwashing starts the first day you enter kindergar-
ten, when you memorize the Pledge of Allegiance and
the “Star Spangled Banner,” and it continues through
middle school with the textbook America: A democracy
with freedom, justice and equality for all.

But the assault on your mind becomes vicious in high
school, where youth are rewarded (get to leave seventh
class 25 minutes early) when they join Young Republi-
cans, ROTC, SPUCC (Students and Parents United for
a Christian Country), John Birch Youth Group, and

"YMCA Youth and Government. Many students join just

to get out a few minutes early, but end up becoming
{(gasp!) “American.” ,
And if someone dares to be a little radical, they are

“threatened with punishment in the form of jail time, de-
. portation, and even death. There was an incident when
" a student wore a shirt with the circled letter “A” (anar-

chism) on it. She was told that if she “advocates the
overthrow of the government,” that her citizenship
would be taken away—even though she was born here!
Also, they forced her to take a civics class taught by a
McCarthy-era teacher who tells students “it is illegal to
belong to the Communist Party or an anarchist organi-
zation.” ~Lynn

Youth in Revolt

by Tom Parsons

Chinese students continue to wear “underground” T-
shirts which have been banned by the government. The
T-shirts feature statements such as “Sick and Tired,”
and “Life Stinks.” Asserting their self-worth in the face
of school expulsions and job blacklists, activists sport
the classical Chinese phrase: “Heaven made me so I
must be of use.” One T-shirt bears a' Maoist slogan,
“Fear neither hardship nor death,” and then adds defi-
antly: “And we don’t fear YOU, either.”

LA B

Throughout several cities across England this Sum-
mer, urban youth have clashed with police. Most of
these battles have involved youths living in public hous-
ing complexes where unémployment levels have sky-
rocketed. Hundreds of working-class youths fought po-
lice and set fire to shops in North Shields last month,
taking revenge for the deaths of two young men killed
in a chase with police in a stolen car. :

. % % %

Students at Concord High School, California, are
wearing T-shirts declaring: “Racism. Sucks!” In re-
sponse to another group of students wearing a T-shirt
with the letters KKK inscribed in its design.

* %k x

One hundred forty Israeli soldiers have been charged
with refusing to serve in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
since the outhreak of the Palestinian revolt against oc-
cupation in 1987, - )

- Support Gl resisters!

Berkeley, Cal.—GI resister Erik Larson has been sin-
gled out selective prosecution for his outspoken stand
against Bush’s Gulf War, After applying for a discharge
as a conscientious objector, the 24-year-old marine re-
servist spoke out against the war over a hundred times
to mass rallies in the U.S. and in England, Germany
and Italy. .

Larson and outspoken African-American resister
Tahan Jones originally faced charges which eould have
brought the death penalty. With the new charge of de-
sertion, military “justice” could 'Five them seven years
in military prison. Erik’s and Tahan’s mothers have
both been very active, s ing at many rallies, de-
manding: “Bring our boys home!’ R

Twenty-five other resisters are in the brig at Camp
Lejeune, N. Carolina, serving sentences of four months .
to two and a half years. An estimated 3,000 G.ILs re-
main AWOL from Operation Desert Storm. L

These young men and women such as Army medic
Yolanda Huet-Vaugn are the real freedom ters.
They need our support! For donations and information
contact Jones/Larson Defense Committee, Box 225,
1278 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, CA 94709.

Anti-Warrior newspaper continues to be the best
clearinghouse and source of information, featuring writ-
ings by the resisters themselves. Send $1 to Anti-War-
rior, 48 Shattuck Square, Box 129, Berkeley, CA 94704.

‘ , —Supporter




Page 12

NEWS & LETTERS

OCTOBER 1 991

Our Life and imes

by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes

In recent days, Bush has threatened several times to
intervene militarily once again in Iraq, due to Saddam
Bussein’s detention of UN inspectors and his repeated
faiture to allow complete access to Iraqi nuclear and
chemical weapons development sites. As we go to press,
we do not know if Saddam will back down again, as he
has in the past, or if Bush will once again launch mili-
tary action in the Gulf.

But what is clear is that Bush is throwmg his
weight around everywhere, now convinced more

than ever by the failed coup in Russia that he ison.

the verge of creating his U.S.-inspired “New World

' Order” throughout the world, including the Middle.

‘East. The weakened state of the other superpower,
Russia, and the easy victory in the Gulf War have
convinced Bush that now is the time to bring “or-
der” to the fractious politics of the Middle East. .

Bush and Secretary of State James Baker, with plenty

of help from Russia, have succeeded in bringing Syria, -

Saudi Arabia and some of the other minor Arab king-
doms and sheikdoms into the negotiating process. Most
important of all, they have taken advantage of the

Yugosiavia’s civil war

In August and September, the internal conflict in

Yugoslavia heated up and approached the level of a

murderous civil war. At least 500 people, many of them
cmhans, have been killed since fighting first broke out
in June. Whole areas of Croatia, including the capital,
Zagreb, have been subject to aerial bombardment or
shelling. Croatia has moved to cut off oil supplies to
Serbia, and is rapidly building up its armaments, with
help from neighboring Hungary.

Serbian nationalists have been responsible for most of
the aggressive violence so far. They fall into four often
antagonistic factions: the one grouped around the gov-
erning Socialist Party of Serbia and led by the ex-Com-

. munist Slobodan Milosevic; the largely Serb-dominated

national Yugoslav Army; the anti-Milosevic Serbian Op-
position, most of it at least as narrowly nationalist as
Milosevic’s group; the various Serbian militias fighting
inside Croatia.

These four groups have succeeded in lopping off large
chunks of Croatia’s territory, in an attempt to put un-
der Serbian control any areas where large numbers of
Serbs live, even if they are outnumbered by Croats.
These are villages where Serbs and Croats—whose only
major “ethnic” differences is that Serbs tend to be
Eastern Orthodox - Christians and Croatians Roman
Catholic—have lived together for hundreds of years.

Serbs are understandably reluctant to live under Cro-

- ‘atian rule, given the history of the fascist Croatian re-

gime’s extermination of Serbs and Jews during the Sec-

ond World War. But opportunistic pohtlclans such as
Milosevic are playing on this fear, using a combination
of traditional ethnic nationalism and Stalinist-derived
concepts of historical and “collective” guilt for whole
peoples whose leaders at one time were fascists. This is
the “doctrine” which Stalin used to deport the Crimean
Tatars to Siberia, or to justify the massacre of 800,000
Germans, many of them innocent civilians, as the Red

‘Army-advanced through Europe. If not checked in time,

it runs the danger of turning Yugoslavia into another

- Lebanon.

Bush seeks to dominate Mlddle East cauldron

weakened state of the Palestinian movement since. its
decision to lean toward Iraq during the Guif War.

For the first time since the Intifada began in 1988,

the initiative is coming not from the ground, from the
activities of the youth and others in the occupied terri-
tories, but from the old established leaders, whether
those of the Arab countries or the PLO leadership. Ev-
erywhere, from the Guif states where Palestinians are
being expelled penniless after a lifetime of labor, to Leb-
anon where they are left disarmed and vulnerable to at-
tack, to the arid and resource-poor kingdom of Jordan
where most of the refugees have gone, the lot of the
Palestinian masses has deteriorated since the Gulf War.
There are two major obstacles, however, which even

Madagascar protests

Like many neo-colonial military dictatorships in con-
temporary Africa, the 16-year-old military regime of
Didier Ratsiraka seems about to fall from power under
mass pressure. All through the summer, hundreds of
thousands of Malagasy have held demonstrations and
strikes against the government. A very effective general
strike has been in place ever since June. The largely

nonviolent demonstrators were undeterred even after

Ratsiraka’s presidential guard fired upon demonstrators
in August, killing 31 people.

All through the 1980s, living standards have declined.
Initially, Ratsiraka claimed to be following North Kore-
an type economic policies. After 1982 he made his peace
with Reagan and the International Monetary Fund, cre-
ating a bizarre mixture of Stalinism, military rule and
“free market’ type austerity measures. This only deep-
ened popular discontent. Little of the country’s vast ag-
ricultural potential has been used to benefit the masses.

The opposition is an eclectic mix of leftist and conser-
vative elements, who are championing a multi-party de-
mocracy and free markets. While such policies would at
least open up the possibility of independent political and
labor activism, it is unclear how they could solve the
country’s staggering economic problems any more than
have the policies of Ratsiraka.

.vilian rule.

‘ing China from anything to do with the Russian

. 18 years for his participation in the 1989 Ti

Bush may not be able to surmount. First, there is the

"intransigence of the reactionary Israeli leadership.
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and Housing Minister

Ariel Sharon are bent on continuing and even escalating
the settlements on the West Bank, the presumed loca-
tion for an eventual Palestinian homeland. The Israeli
leadership adamantly refuses even to discuss trading
land for peace. Their aim is to populate the whole of the
West Bank with Jewish settlers and, although this is
not stated openly, eventually to expel most of the Pales-
tinian Arabs living there to the arid and resource-poor
kmgdom of Jordan.

This is why Shamir got the U.S. to put s strict quota

“on Russian Jewish immigration to America, so that the

estimated one million Jews who are expected to leave
Russia will have no place to go but Israel. Now the Is-
raeli leaders are fighting even Bush’s mild proposal to
delay until after the peace negotiations start a $10 bil-
lion U.S. loan package aimed at helping these immi-
grants. They adamantly refuse even the idea of freezing
settlements while the negotiations are ongoing.

Even the prospect of repealing the infamous UN reso-
lution on Zionism as a form of racism, as suggested by
Bush in his UN speech, does not exactly please Shamir
and Sharon. While applauding Bush publicly, privately
they are wary, since such a repeal would make it harder
for them to reject a UN role in peace negotiations.

In fact, every Arab concession seems to nettle the
Israeli leadership, which thinks it has won an irrev-
ocable military victory over the Arabs, but the
Arabs refuse to admit defeat. This militaristic arro-
gance is as great -a danger to the safety of the Jew-
ish people as are the murderous intentions of Sad-
dam Hussein and his ilk.

The second obstacle Bush faces is the Palestinian
masses. Though down, they are certainly not out. Even
now no one knows who will represent the Palestinians,
since Israel has put so many conditions down about not

- talking to the PLO, that it will be very difficult to form

any type of Palestinian delegation. Bush would like the
Palestinians to be part of Jordan’s delegation, but this
would imply that Jordan, not the West Bank, is the true
Palestinian homeland. -

He has even dropped hints that the negotiations may
go ahead without the Palestinians, but if that is the
case, they can only decide minor issues such as whether
to return all or part of the Golan Heights to Syria. If
that' happens, the 1991 negotiations will be as much a

still-birth for Middle East peace as were the 1978 Camp

David accords between Egypt and Israel. -

Mass graves in Chile

Chilean officials began uncovering over 120 bodies
from a mass unmarked grave—*‘Patio 29’ —in Santiago
in early September. The bodies were buried there be- |

tween September and December, 1973. All show signs of
being murdered, and many were tortured by the fascist
forces which overthrew the Allende government.

The sneering comments made by General Pinochet,
leader of that coup, about the exhumation underlies the
confidence the military and police feel, that they will
never have to pay for their crimes. An amnesty for the
murders and tortures between 1973 and 1978 was part
of the deal which got Pinochet to turn over power to ci-

Last spring an official report documented over 2,000
people who were murdered by Pinochet’s forces. 0ver
900 are still missing. Many families of the “disap-
peared” held vigils around the cemetery; they, like
many Chileans, will never forget.

Repression in China

China’s rulers have dealt with the failed August coup)
in Russia by tightening the ideological reins and in
creasing their repression at home. Armed anti-riot po
lice were reportedly dispatched into the streets of Bei
jing shortly after the Russian coup collapsed, and new
about the events was blocked from the official media.

Instead, deeply disturbed at the Red Army’s divisio
in the face of disintegrating Communist Party (CP) co
trol in Russia, the Chinese CP leaders warned their o
Army to be prepared to handle any emergency, i.e.
crush any signs of unrest or revolt in China.

- Just as Chinese authorities were preparing
openly embrace the leaders of the coup in Russia,
collapsed. Now their campaign is aimed at dis

perience of “reforming” state-capitalism, and fr
what ideologues are calling a subversive attack
the West to introduce capitalism into China
“peaceful evolution.”

While China remains one of the last bastmns of
style Stalinist state-capitalism, this has not stopped
West from embracing the current set of rulers.
month after China gained “most favored nation’ t
ing status with the U.S., two jailed dissidents wen
hunger strike in Beijing to protest prison conditions.

Hou Xiaotian, the wife of Wang Juntao who is se

Square demonstrations, spoke eloquently:
1989 has passed, the trials have passed. To the wo
has become history. Who still remembers those wh
rificed their lives? Who still remembers those w
held behind bars, bearing the ‘responsibilities’ of
4th, enduring mental and physical torture?”’ M
China surely remember.




