Ed‘itorial

The military victory George Bush has now won
agamst Irag is but the first battle in a drive for single
world mastery, for which the Middle East is but the
starting point: By the time Bush finally called a tempo-
-rary halt to his murderous onslaught against Iraq, tens:
of thousands: of its people lay dead and both Irag and
Kuwait were reduced to cratered wastelands. For seven
-months Bush permitted nothing te slow his merciless:
drive to crush Irag—from his rush to send hundreds of
thousands of troops to the Gulf in August, the. fastest
mohlhzatlon in history; to the merciless bombing un--

‘leashed in January, the most concentrated in all of his- -
tory; to the ground attack launched one week ago, the »

most massive since World War II. .

The collapse- of the Iraqi Army in face of this on-
slaught also reflects the fact that the Iragi masses felt
no desire to die for the sake of their brutal dictator,
Saddam Hussein. ‘'Whether Hussein -remains on the
scene or not, however, the U.S. intends on keeping a
huge military force in the area for months if not years.
to come. Bush is determined that no revolutlonary pole
of opposition emerge in the area in the aftermath of
Hussein’s defeat. -

It is not alone a questwn of the Mlddle East. Since
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the very start of this crisis, Bueh has used his conﬂlct
with’ Hussein to engage in such total miitarization as to
smother the very idea of revolution. The" intensity of

_ this battle for the minds of humanity, which will only

escalate in the weeks and months to come; means that,

far from enterlng any new era. of “peace and stability,”

the world is now facing the most dangerous period .of
retrogression since the advent of nuclear weapons.

Iraq became a testing ground for-a whole array. of
new military technology—Patriot missiles, ‘Toma-

» hawk cruise missiles, the M1-Al battle tank, laser-

guided “smart bombs,” and the cluster bombs that
Pentagon spokesmen called “steel rain.” Reporters

marveled over the “kill boxes” assigned to Air Force

pllots-—-gnd coordinates for air attacks on computer-
generated targets. -
And.while the justified fears. that Saddam Hussein

- would .use chemical weapons never materialized, ignored -

by the media is the fact that the most barbaric weapons
yet used in this war, including chemical weapons, were
employed by the U.S. In the days leading up to the in-
vasion, U.S. warplanes not only sprayed napalm on Ira-
qi forward positions, but “tested” a new type of chemi-

cal weapon—"“fuel-air explosives.” This hidecus bomb’

Gulf war ends battle for mind of humanity mtensmes

» dxsperses fuel droplets over an area larger than a’ mty

block, then ignites them, suffocating all beneath from
lack -of oxygen and blowing them up with the force of
the concussion. Forgotten ‘as it lay hidden by the Pen-

' tagon military jargon about high- tech weaponry, was

‘the human -dimension.

- AMERICA’S HIGH-TECH MY LAI

For a ﬂeetmg moment, there was worldwide revulsion

- at the ongoing carnage, when—at 4:30 AM Feb. 13—two

laser-guided “‘smart bombs” found the ventilation duct

- on the roof of a Baghdad air-raid shelter, penetrated it,

and ircinerated more than 300 civilians, nearly all wem- "
en and children. It was America’s high-tech My Lal
massacre.

" The human dimension was seen in the faces of the
Iragis frantically trying to rescue the victims, and in
those who searched for relatives among bodies burned
nearly beyond recognition. It was seen in the mass dem-

- onstrations the next day in the Middle East, North Af-

rica, and India, as millions rejected the Pentagon’s lies
" that the shelter had been a “command and control cen-
ter » and refused to reduce mass murder of civilians to

 {(continued on page 10)
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Capitalist
war and
product:on

by Felix Martin -
Labor Editor

In this war in the Perstan Gulf the soldlers sallors
“and marines on both -sides are:the victims of -George

Bush and Saddam Hussein. They are the ones dying, -

| and they are the ones who, if ‘they live, will: face the
! point of production after the war. In. Iraq it will. mean -

the labor of rebulldmg from the terrible destruction
" that the bombs are raining down..

“Here in the U.S. the soldiers will return to plant clos-

' ings and unemployment as well as to the assembly line.
' T survived two wars, World War II and Korea, only to
| come home and go to work to produce for the next war
" to be fought by - the next generatxon my sons and
| daughters. :
" I worked for many years as a blue-collar worker at
‘ General Motors (GM), and what goes through my ‘mind

k (contmued on page 3) ‘

Debate over
socialism
in S. Africa

by Lou Turner

“Africa will not be free through the mechanical develop-
ment of material forces, but it is the hand of the African
and his brain that will set into motion and implement the
dzalecttcs of the liberation of the contment ”
—Frantz Fanon
In the year since the release of Nelson Mandela, the
political Iife of the liberation movement in South Africa
has at once entered a period of heightened self-confi-
dence and sought to suppress the revolutionary democ-
racy the Black masses have created over a decade and

a half of uninterrupted struggle. A period of dissolution .

has set in, in South Africa.
RESPONSES TO SLOVO DISCUSSION

Into this process of dissolution enters South African
.Comamunist. Party (SACP) chief, Joe Slovo, with his
Stalinist “confession”—“Has Socialism Failed?” As not-
ed in this column last month, two critical responses to
Slovo’s. “discussion pamphlet”™
South African .theoretical journal Sapem by Pallo Jor-
dan, Information Secretary of the ANC (African Nation-
al Congress) and a member of its National Executive
Committee, and Prof. Archie Mafeje. . .

In his critique of Slovo, “Crisis: of Conscience in the
SACP: A Critical Rev1ew of Slovo’s ‘Has Socialism
Failed?”” (Sapem, June 1990), Pallo Jordan’s erudite
tracing of the history of the Russian Revolution, the vi-

. (continued on page 8)"

when I see and read about this war is the assembly :

have appeared in the .-

by J ohn Alan

“The war in the- Persian Gulf is wrong, unnecessary,
unprincipled, and dirty:..in violation of all standards. of

racist” war.

The meetmg, primarily made up of Black religious

Jeaders such as Rev. Calvin Butts of the Abyssinian

" Baptist Church, where the Summit. was held, and Rev. -
- Joseph Lowery of SCLC (Southern -Christian Leader-

ship- Council), was a  reflection .of the overwhelming
mood, of Black America. Indeed, in contrast to Bush’s
barbarism in the Persian Gulf, the whole celebration of
African-American. History Month this year-has opened-a
debate on “should Black Americans fight in the Gulf
war?” This was not a formal debate, but only a public
expression of Blacks on how they felt about the war.
The Oakland Tribune and other newspapers carried
this question into the Black nelghborhoods and found
that most Black Americans were saying NO!.

Brad Brown, the news editor of the Oakland ’I‘nb-
une, put this negative answer in the .context of the de-
terioration of Black life in the inner cities, that in many
instances is approaching Third World conditions. Brown
wrote: “And on top of all this abuse, hate crimes
against us are increasing, and are increasingly violent.”
Brown agreed with Bush that there are issues worth
fighting for. “But for Black pecple those i issues are right
here at home.”

“THE STATE OF BLACK AMERICA,” 1991

What more damming evidence of what needs to be
fought here at home than the fact that the Black infant
mortality rate is twice that of whites and in some de-
pressed areas even higher! Along with this high infant

. mortality rate has appeared the worsening phenomenon

of poverty-stricken Black children. According to a re-
cent study by the Joint Center. for Political and Eco-
nomic Studies nearly half of the nation’s Black children
live in poverty and “if current trends hold, for these

- children it will be increasingly hard: to overcome the

burdens  imposed. by poverty.” The report pinpointed
that the tremendous deepening of poverty among Black
children began after 1979.

After a great deal of outrage and agxtatlon for the ad-
ministration to do something about the unconscionably
high rate of infant mortality, Bush has finally sent to

Congress a plan through Louis Sullivan, his Secretary of
. Health and Human ‘Services. What Bush proposes to do
is to simply take $58 million from the existing programs.

that serve pregnant woemen, poor children and the
homeless and redirect it to ten cities that have the
highest rate of infant mortality. '

Above all, the “State of Black America” is revea]ed in
the fact that the current severe recession in the Black
community “is a permanent feature of the American

" ‘econemy,”. as David Swinton, Dean. of the School of

Business at Jackson State University put it in the Ur-
ban League’s annual report, using the latest Census Bu-

- cial democrat,”

;Black Amerlca The war abroad

- fundamental human rights,” - declared the over 100 -
- Black civic and religious leaders who gathered'in what
was called a_“National Afro-American Summit” in Har-.
lem on Feb. 15 to call for an emergency UN assembly .
and to demand that George Bush declare an uncondi-.
* tional and nnmedlate cease- fire to his “lmmoral and’

]

reau data to make his point. Blacks receive only three-
fifths as much in income as whites and are three times
more likely to fall below the poverty line.

When nationwide unemployment (of those who are
still counted!) jumped to 6.2% at the beginning of the
year and was seen as undeniable proof of the ongoing
recession, Urban League president John Jacob said that
rate would look like “fuill employment” to the Black
community, where unemployment had jumped to
12.4%—and has been in double digits for a full decade.
For Black teenagers it is 35.2%—officially.

In the face of this reality, Black Americans can
only reject the total sham of a president who talks
about freedom and self-détermination for Kuwaitis at
the same time that he vetoes a mild civil rights act
on the false ground that it would set up a quota sys-
tem in employment; sends out his hatchet. man, Wil-
liam Bennett, to tell racists that the gutting of af--
firmative action is the president’s top priority; and
then shamelessly has one of his Black officials try to
kill scholarslnps for minority students.

With a new version of the Civil Rights Act before
him, Bush is as recalcitrant toward it as he was to the

- bill he vetoed at the end of last year. “The closest thing

to quotas that I've seen is the disproportionate repre-
sentation of African-Americans in the armed services,”
charged Michigan. Congressman John Conyers. It is,

_nevertheless, one of the emergent contradictions. of

Black political leadership that even Conyers, a “left so-
voted for the House resolution authoriz- -
ing Bush’s use of military force in the Persian Guif.

The word “quota™ is one of Bush’s code words. It is
the political adhesive which binds- right-wing racists to

(continued on page 8)



04’#%#@094“#4%#@%&0#*#4’#‘&0’#0’0#0#-@#00M##Q‘&“’Q'#‘ﬁﬁ0”#40‘0”*4##%‘&#0#0###0#0#000

Page 2

NEWS & LETTERS

T

MARGCH, 199

.}6“@00###40##é'ﬂ'#w@#w'0-%#mm-ﬁ'#“QWM%#@#M@####OMMWM#

On International Women’s Day, 1991

we are proud to announce a new, expanded edition of

Raya Dunayevskaya’s
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,

and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution

to be published in late Spring by the University of Illinois Press

" For the first time since this book was originally published in 1982, all three of Raya Dunayevskaya’s major
“works—Marxism and Freedom, Philosophy and Revolution, and Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation,
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution—will be'in print. At the same time, documents pertaining to the writing
of those books, as well as Dunayevskaya’s writings during the last year of her life, 1986-87, are available to the
public in her Archives. (See page 4) Two unpublished documents from the Archives will be included in this

edition as a new introduction.
FROM THE NEW FOREWORD BY
ADRIENNE RICH:

‘In Luxemburg, Dunay-
evskaya - portrays a bril-
liant, brave, and 'inde-
pendent woman, passion-
ately’ internationalist and
anti-war, a believer in the
people’s “spontaneity” in
the ‘cause of ‘freedom; a
woman who' saw herself
as "Marx’s philosophical
heir....But the- biography
"does niot stop here....Lux--
~emburg’s life and thought
became a kind of Jump-
ing-off point into ‘the’
present and the future—
what she saw and didn’t
see, her limitations 'as
well as her understand-
ing.

FROM THE NEW INTRODUCTION
BY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA:

In Part Two on the Women’s Liberation Move-
ment...the point I chose to elaborate was...the con-
ception of Women’s Liberation not just as force but

- as Reason. The new here, however, was that the
“proof’ came from history itself—February 23,
1917. This was for purposes of showing that the
women were the ones who initiated that [Russian]
revolution. Even now I am not sure that we totally
understand that that, in turn, depends on women

Raya Dunayevskaya

On International Women’s Day
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practicing the immediate problems inseparable
from the philosophic context.

FROM ROSA LUXEMBURG, WOMEN’S
LIBERATION, AND MARX'S
PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION:

The tremendous movement of women active in
the - illegal - antiwar work was not’ limited to Ger-
many; it - was intefnational throughout the
war... With the beheadmg of the German Revolu-
tion, the women’s movement was likewise stifled.
The fact that the women had participated massive-
ly in revolutionary antiwar work did not assure a
totally - different stage’ for women once the revolu-
tion. was beheaded... .For precisely this reason we
must | turn to Marx—the whole of Marx. Without
his philosophy of revolution, neither Women’s Lib-
erationists nor the whole of humanity will have dis-
covered the ground that will assure the success of
the revolution.

...not a single éne of the post-Marx Marxists, be-
ginning with Engels and continuing with Luzem-
burg, Zetkin, Lenin and Trotsky, all the way into
our age with Mao, worked on the ground Marx had
laid out, either on pre-capitalist societies or on the
question of Women’s Liberation. That is the
ground that our age has dug out...That isn’t be-
cause we are “smarter” than any of these great
revolutionaries. It is because we, who have been
struggling under the whip of the many counter-rev-
olutions, do have one advantage—the maturity of
our age. Ours is the age that has witnessed a move-
ment from practice, the emergence of a whole new
Third World...as well as Women’s Liberation...
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Stop the militarization of our minds

by Terry Moon
That hundreds of people—most of them women and

" children—were massacred by George Bush’s 2,000-pound
- bombs while they huddled in a clearly marked air raid

shelter in residential Baghdad, shines a white-hot light
on the necessity of international solidarity. Our cele-
bration of International Women’s Day on March 8 is in-
fused with rage that the lives of our Arab sisters mean
so little to this U.S. government that it snuffs out hun-
dreds by simply pressing a button that directs a bomb

to fall. .
While U.S. officials repeat that it is “not United

States policy to inflict civilian casualties,” we know that
is a lie. We need only mention the names Hiroshima,
Nagasaki, Dresden, My Lai, to know that U.S. policy
has never been concerned for the lives of civilians. That
is only one reason that women have always—always—
opposed wars of imperialism, of-conquest, of a supposed
“new world order” that is simply another way of saying

" imperialism.

Women have a proud and passionate history of
anti-militarism from Jeanette Rankin to Rosa Lux-
emburg and Clara Zetkin to Jane Addams. Today
women have come out in great numbers against
Bush’s imperial war as participants in all the demon-
strations and as women—from protests in Detroit to
200 women staff and faculty at the conservative Uni-
versity of Chicago who wrote an open letter declar-
ing, “We refuse a war that may result in the death of
untold thousands,”

Women in the mlhtary have bravely gone public in
their opposition. One is Yolanda Huet-Vaughn who
went AWOL and said in a news conference, “I am refus-
ing orders to be an accomplice in what I consider an
immoral, inhumane and unconstitutional act.” Undoubt-
edly there are many more in the military quietly doing
everything possible to keep from participating in Bush’s
bloody ambitions. (See page 11.)

But even though the anti-militarist movement has a

" strong women’s dimension, this war is different. It is not

only that women are serving in the military in greater
numbers than ever before; it is, above all, that we are
witnessing - serious disorientation within the women’s
movement itself.
-CRISIS OF THE MIND

Thus the National Organization for Women, despite
opposing this war, stupidly argues that women should
‘be drafted as well as men and that women should be

- ‘equal in the U.S. military, in:this blood-for-oil war ma-

chine that has killed Iraqi civilians by the thousands.
More telling is what women wrote who are in the col-

lective that publishes off our backs (oob), a feminist
paper publishing for over 20 years. What seemed to
unite most of their separate statements on the war, in
their February issue, was a feeling of helplessness, of
being “so horror-stricken that I want only to weep,”
coupled with a blaming of U.S. women for the war.

One oob writer says women “believe Bush because
they want to believe Bush, they want to be citizens of
an imperial power.” A second actually supports the war
while a third pontificates that, “It is stumbling yet
again on the blindness, on the stupidity and crudeness

of North Americans that horrifies me about this situa- -

tion.”

‘While there is no questlon that many women do
support Bush’s war, it is fantastic to blame U.S.
women for it. Isn’t this attitude a capitulation to
Bush’s “drive toward the militarization of our
minds” that Olga Domanski wrote about in last
month’s News & Letters? In that lead article she
wrote, “the new anti-war movement...confronts a
challenge deeper than that faced by any earlier gen-
eration—a veritable crisis of the mind...” One oob
writer personifies this “crisis of the mind” when she
writes that ever since she heard of the bombing of
Iraq, “I’'ve felt heavy, blocked, like my skull was
being scraped from the inside by a dull blade.”

This same politically active feminist can express such
a feeling and say at the same time, “We are stupid,
crude, ignoble; we cannot think, but instead grab onto
what we are told is power.” This blaming of the masses
is a sorry result of suffering through an age of counter-
revolution, of failed revolutions, and of revolutions
transformed into their opposites and ten years of a
brutal Reagan retrogression. What we must fight is
that, as Domanski put it, “At this moment in history
the drive to militarize the minds of humanity has been
pursued relentlessly.”

A VISION OF FREEDOM i

Blaming the masses for this war, or calling U.S. wom-
en backwards or- power-hungry, is not the answer to
Bush’s aim to make us think that revolution—a new
human society—is impossible. To counter Bush’s inhu-
man view of our future we need “a total vision of not
only what we are fighting against, but what we are
fighting for—i.e., a vision of a totally new, human socie-
ty.” We cannot let Bush smother the very idea of free-
dom.

It is freedom after all—the necessity of it for women,

“for all of us, to live full, productive human lives—that

has to be the basis of our international solidarity and
our anti-militarism this International Women’s Day.

Women-

Worldwide

by Mary Joe Grey

Women’s right to abortion remains under siege:
¢ In Maryland, a law was passed Feb. 18, granting wom
en unvestricted access to abortions up to the time a fe

tus is able to survive outside the womb, but requirin

parental notification for underage women.

o In Michigan, the state appeals court struck down, Feh
22, a ban on state—pald abortions for poor women, say
ing it violated women’s rights to equal protection. Th
suit involved a 15-year-old denied a Medicaid-fundec
abortion after being gang-raped.

¢ In Chicago, Illinois Masonic Hospital “sold its soul” t
the Cidtholic Church by agreeing to stop performin;
abortions in exchange for the right to buy church prop
erty. Protests have fallen on deaf ears. Also Cook Coun

ty Hospltal-—most of whose patients are poor—is bein

petltloned by two_Catholic nuns to .resume abortior
services banned by the county board in 1980. In advo
cating a woman’s right to choose, the nuns said: “Ever:
woman and every man has 3 free will and this is a gif
from God.”

* * *

‘Under the banner “Women of the World Say No t

War,” 500 German women demonstrated in a strike fo

_peace, Jan. 23, in Cologne and Hamburg, and appeale(

to all women to strike every Wednesday. They sai
“Nelthe}' the forceful occupation of Kuwait by the Iraq
government, nor the rich countries’ interest for chea
oil justify a war that will be a catastrophe for mankin

.. and_particularly . for the ‘Thu‘d World’ and the environ
_ment.” ‘Women from Mexico announced similar strikes.

: —From Women lemg Under Muslim Law:

The Fourth National Conference of Women took plac
recently in Kerala, South India. This was the next con
ference after the one in Bihar two years ago. The mai
division was between autonomous women’s groups and
women’s sections of Left parties. Even the governmen
of Kerala, which is the CPM-—meaning Communist Par
ty-Marxist—was very much against the conference
Most of ‘the working women in Kerala had been organ
ized by the CPM and maybe they saw the conference a
a threat. It was decided that in the whole country w
will take: Communalism as the issue—not only for Inter
national Womens Day on March 8, but for the whol
year. ~—From Pila

Bihar, Indi:

Women'’s silent protest "

Detroit, Mich.—Over 300 women took part in .
“Women’s Silent Anti-War Protest” Feb. 6 in downtow:
Detroit. Otganized by women from Wayne State Uni
versity, the march included feminists and students, Ara
bic, Jewish; Black. Their statement read:

“We are women of varied ethnic heritage, in opposi
tion to the war on Iraq. We demand an- immediat.
cease fire. We wear black in the spirit of the Women ii
Black of Isrdel and Palestine who are calling for a dia
logue to restore the human rights of the Palestinia
people By 'disregarding divisive boundaries imposed b;
empires that wage war, we unite as women of the eartl
against the 'war mentality...

“We reject the values of societies arranged by rela
tions of dominance as the Western world’s war agains
Native and, “Third World’ peoples....As mothers, sister.
and daughters, we wish to replace hierarchy with com
mumty and the value of power with that of mutual re
spect.” —Women in Unity Against the Wa

' Have a revolutionéry
International Woman’s Day

T
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Layoffs, unemployment in every sphere

from the factory...

Chicago, Ill—In the same month of November,
1990 that the U.S. economy lost 200,000 manufacturing
jobs, the Swift-Eckrich meatpacking plant in Chicago
closed its doors. My co-workers and I have been looking
for factory work since the beginning of this year, but
have found nothing. One woman described it as “trying
to find a needle in a haystack. You don’t know where to
go. You don’t know who’s hiring.”

That same woman and her friend, each of whom have
more than 20 years’ factory experience, go out in the
morning and drive from factory to factory. They rarely
find more than one that is taking applications. One
morning the only place they found was a Jewel ware-
house. The receptionist started laughing when she
heard where they had worked before, because so many
Eckrich people already had been there.

I have submitted more than 25 applications, but have
received only one call from an employer, a large candy

* ‘manufacturer. That company requires a high school dip-

loma (which my friends do not have) and conducts an
éxtensive interview and testing process. A woman taking
one test with me exclaimed, “We have to know all this
just to pack candy bars?” Of ten people who survived, I
was the only one with factory experience.

We would start as “temporary associates,” which
means: wages that are about $3 per hour less than
those earned by permanent employees; no benefits; and
a maximum of 1,000 hours (about six months) of work
within a 12-month period. After two months of search-
ing, this is all I could find! The AFL-CIO says that
there are about 5.4 million workers who are working
part-time because they cannot find full-time work.

Even though I have passed all of their tests, including
the physical examination and the drug test, I still am
not working! I suppose the company is waiting to see
how the recession affects candy sales. I keep looking for
another job, but not every day anymore. I just can’t get
up every morning and force myself to do something so
futile. ~—Former Eckrich worker

...to the office

Los Angeles, Cal.—The ruling class has given us
their “Happy New Year” greeting card by staltlng an
inhuman war in the Middle East and by massive layoffs
in industry after industry, including the banking indus-
try where I am employed. I have witnessed the layoffs

| No raise, what bonus? |

Carson, Cal—Workers at ARCO’s Los Angeles
Refinery are demanding parity “with Chevron where
wages are $1 to $3 higher. Mobil workers just received a
$1.98 raise as part of their struggle for parity. What we
ARCO workers got instead was a vague bonus program.

The production, quality and safety norms the bonus
program is based on weren’t published until the day af-

- ter we voted it in. One clause gives management the

right to change the goals, exclude any individual em-
ployee or even stop the program without consultatlon
with the union, which, one woman operator sald
just as good as a blank check to bust the union.’ The
company isn't even telling us what size bonus they're
talking about!

The company spends a lot of time congratulating us
on 1% million work hours without a “lost workday inju-
ry,” but doesn’t correct unsafe working conditions. They
pass out flyers telling us all about good housekeeping on
the job and that “all accidents are avoidable.” Some
workers concerned about safety have started to keep a
log of “unreported” accidents.

The company and the union have been holding meet-
ings called “Partners in Change,” more commonly called
“Partners in Crime” or even “Partners in Concessions”
by the workers. This is where the company first pres-
ented the bonus program. Despite what the union is
doing; a lot of people are not letting go of demands for
parity and safe working conditions.

—Member, OCAW Local 1-128
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of more than 3,000 co-workers and friends from my
place of employment.

Employees who had been working for more than 15

or 25 years were given only a two- or.three-day notice

to leave the premises. I saw employees ¢rying with frus-
tration and disappointment when they received their
parting “package deal.” These are people who have
fanilies, houses and many other obligations that have
been imposed by this capitalist society. Many of these
people will never find another job in this catastrophic
economic crisis or will be forced to accept a job for low-
er pay.

When the rulers have prosperity, they take the glory
for themselves. When things are going into bankruptcy,
they blame the disaster on the workers. The rulers al-
ways look at the workers as an expense, but they are

-the real expense, since the workers produce all the

wealth of every capitalist nation.

In those departments not touched by the layoffs, the
speed-up, policing and harassment have increased tre-
mendously, similar to an assembly line. No one is se-
cure. Many workers are so nervous they are unable to
sleep. Everyone awaits the news from the managers, to
know who will be the next unfortunate ones to receive a
“package deal.” —Manolo Tavares
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This graphic illustration of the state of the U.S.
economy appeared on the front page of the Feb.
12, 1991 Chicago Sun-Times.

A community destroyed

Poletown: Community Betrayed by Jeanie Wylie (Uni-
versity of Illinois Press, 1989)

Poletown: Community Betrayed documents the
struggle of an integrated working-class Detroit neighbor-
hood against demolition in 1980-81 for construction of
General Motors’ Detroit-Hamtramck Assembly Center.
Forty-two hundred people were ultimately displaced.
The plant opened in 1985, two years late, with 1,500
employees instead of the promised 6,000.

Wylie, a reporter and participant, describes the deter-
mination and creativity of the community. Demon-
strations, legal challenges and letter-writing were all in
vain. Finally, in May of 1981, up to 40 people occupied
their beloved Immaculate Conception Church until it
was torn down in a round-the-clock operation in July.
Wylie’s extensive quotes from the participants and
David C. Turnley’s moving photographs make their sto-
ry come to life.

Equally vivid are descriptions of the forces and moves
against the neighborhood effort. The 1980 Michigan Un-
iform Condemnation Act permits “quick take”-—no wait-
ing for the resolution of legal challenges—of property
when new construction is deemed to serve a public pur-
pose. The Catholic Church hierarchy refused all appeals
by the community, supporting the rationale of the city
that the desperate need for jobs overruled all other
needs. Father Joe Karasiewicz of Immaculate Concep-
tion: Church, however, was a focus of the resistance:
“These people are worse than the Communists in Po-
land...this property was taken away from the people
against their will.” Wylie documents the political collu-
sion of Detroit Mayor Coleman A. Young with General
Motors’ corporate interest.

Even though Wylie’s book tells of a defeat, it is im-
portant for activists and revolutionaries who want to
continue the struggle. From this viewpoint, its lack of
analysis, conclusions and opinions is a weakness. Wylie
mentions, but does not emphasize, a relationship both
to Solidarnosc and its fate in Poland and to the libera-
tion theology struggles in Latin America. She does not
speculate on the possible different outcome had the
community forged genuine and massive links to rank-
and-file labor.- (The UAW kept very quiet.)

Wylie stops short of an indictment of capitalism,
state-capitalism, as the system which allows these kinds
of things to occur. More discussion of these ideas would
have given direction to the next phase of the struggle.
But as a documentary and advocate of the people, Pole-
town is worth-while reading.

e PRI T P B v

—Susan Van Gelder

Korean workers sue
U.S. multinational

Editor’s note: Three Korean workers, Ms. Yoo Jum
Soon, Ms. Lee Yeon Ree and Mr. Kang Young Hyo spoke
in Chicago about their fight against the multinational
Pico Products, manufacturer of electronic cable TV compo-
nents, headquartered in Liverpool, N.Y. Pico Products fled
Korea with no notice in February 1989, owing 300 workers
back wages and compensation. Support can be sent to:
“Pico Workers Support Committee,” Jinsoo Kim, Center
for Constitutional Rights, 666 Broadway, 7th Floor, New
York, NY 10012. We print excerpts from their talks below.

Qur people’s struggle began .in February 1989 with the
incident where the company president, Bernard Hitch-
cock, fled after having profited from the company. Since
1989 we tried everything we could possibly do, including
demonstrating in front of the American Embassy in
Seoul. When we came to the U.S. in April 1990, we
demonstrated in front of the Pico Company which is lo-
cated in Syracuse, N.Y,, and we visited the State De-
partment.

As a last resort we decided to bring a lawsuit against
the Pico Company. Federal District Judge Thomas Mec-
Avoy upheld the court’s jurisdiction on Oct. 9, 1990. We
are told this decision will set a precedent, because there
has never been a case where a company that has run

~away from another country was actually going to face a

trial in the U.S.

We don’t see the Pico case as simply a confronta-
tion between South Korean workers versus one
American company president who fled Korea. We be-
lieve it has much more implication and significance
in that it is challenging the multinational corpora-
tions who are in constant search for lower wages in
Third World countries. I believe that causes a lot of
interest among the workers in the U.S. because they
are the ones who suffer from the consequences of
such behavior.

I would like to briefly talk about the labor conditions.
The ventilation system in the factory was very bad. Af-
ter working about an hour what you have is smoke with
lead in it. When you go home you bleed and cough.

The majority of the workers are women. We have to
wake up early in the morning to make sure our children
go to school. After that we go to work and then by the
time we get back it’s usually around 11 or 12 at night.
The perception about Korean workers, and especially
women workers, is that they are very docile. Because of
that preconceived notion a lot of multinational compan-
ies come into Korea and hire women workers.

The wage is very low in South Korea. If you were to
work eight or nine hours a day for 30 days in a month,
your wage would be $160 for the month. The manage-
ment, many times, broke their promise to raise our wag-
es. Also our work was tripled by the fact that a lot of
women left so that one person was actually doing the
work of three people. Because of that a lot of women’s
anger was channeled into the organizing effort.

When I was in Korea, I had often heard of the impor-
tance of international solidarity. However, I never really
realized until I came to the U.S. what it means to have
solidarity. Another thing that I realized is that workers,
regardless of where we are, whether we are in the first
world or Third World, we all share the same thing. And
I do strongly beheve that true liberation for workers
can come about. ‘

Workshop Talks

(continued from page 1)

line. It seems like war and production are produced in
the same way. There are the officers and/or foremen on
the one side, and in both places—the war zone and the
factory—on the other side are the workers, the-
“grunts,” doing the suffering and doing the dying.

I read an article where it said that the U.S. soldiers
had not yet worked themselves into a “fever of hate.” It
said that “enemy is a word used by the officers, not al-
ways by the grunts.” When I read about a marine ma-
jor talking about “hurting the enemy” and trying to
make his men feel the same, I see him having a lot in
common with the foreman on the line and his drive to
always have “production greater today than yesterday.”

When the soldiers come back from this war, it isn’t
only that they will face the drive for “production great-
er today than yesterday,” but many will not be able to
find any job in production. For Bush’s war in the Per-
sian Gulf is happemng at the same time we are in conti- -
nuous recession.

In the 1980s GM closed a lot of its plants, moving
overseas in search of cheap labor. Other workers lost
their jobs to automation. And GM isn’t the only capital-
ist corporation in trouble.

Sears Roebuck announced it was eliminating an addi-
tional 9,000 jobs to cut expenses, which will bring the
number of U.S. workers cut to 30,000 by the end of this
year. U.S. Air will lay off over 3,500 workers. On the
West Coast the biggest department store chain, Carter
Hawley-Hale, has just filed for bankruptcy under Chap-
ter 11, which is how this large capitalist corporation can
continue to operate without its capitalist creditors seiz-
ing its assets.

War and production in a capitalist system. How much
longer can we allow this to keep going? The government
uses our young to fight wars. The ones that come back
are used in the mines, mills and factories to produce
wealth to fight the next war, with the next generation
of youths being under the orders of that next President
actmg as commander-m c}uef .

.t
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From the writings of Raya Dunayevskaya

Marxist-Humanist Archives

by Raya Dunayevskaya
Founder of Marxist-Humanism

Part Ii

-Editor’s note: The following consists of excerpts of Parts
II, IIT and 1V of “Marxist-Humanism, 1983: The Summa-
tion that is a New Beginning, Objectively and Subjective-
Uy,” a speech delivered on Jan. 1, 1983; the Introduction
and Part I were published in our January-February, 1991
issue. We publish this articulation of “the new moment of
philosophic development” reached with the publication in
1982 of the third work of Dunayevskaya’s “trilogy of revo-
lution” as part of our preparation for the new stage that
will be reached this Spring, when a new edition of Rosa
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philoso-
phy of Revolution will be published by the University of
Illinois Press. All footnotes were added by the editors.

II. THE UNCHAINED DIALECTIC IN MARX,
1843-1883, AND IN MARXIST-HUMANISM,
1953-1983

" It was Marx who unchained the Hegelian dialectic by
demystifying the “negation of negation,” designating it
as a “new Humanism” in 1844, and as “revolution in
permanence” in 1850, while in 1857 recreating Hegel’s
“absolute movement of becoming” as integral to what
would follow capitalism when revolutionary socialism
came to full bloom. Nor did Marx stop in 1867 when he

~ finished his greatest work, Capital, where he re-created

the dialectic as “new passions and new forces.” In the
last decade of his life the creative nature of the mind of
Marx, founder of a whole new continent of thought and
of revolution, was still discovering “new moments.”
These new revolutionary moments of human develop-
ment became ground for organization. So integral were
organizational forms and revolutionary principles that,
as we have seen, he concluded that the form of the
First International which he had headed was “no longer
realisable in its first historical form after the fall of
the Paris Commune” The point was not to “bargain
about principles.” Only the “all-around development of
the individual” would prove that humanity reached the
end of the division between mental and manual labor.
Then the new society could operate on the new princi-
ple “from each according to his ability, to each accord-
ing to his need.” In a word, both the destruction of the
State and the end of the division between mental and
manual labor must be achieved for the principle of “the

© absolute movement of becoming” to become reality—

when practiced as the “all-around development of the
individual.” Nothing less than that could be called
Communism.

When the Russian Revolution did not succeed in ex-
tending itself internationally, when world capitalism re-
gained life and Stalin was victorious in a new form of
state-capitalism, post-Marx Marxists proved incapable
of following Marx’s Promethean vision. This failure cre-
ated a theoretic void: inability to face the new reality of

the post-Marx age. Even those who did balk at any sup-
port of WWII, refusing to use the rationale of that
“Left” which explained its class-collaborationism with
the claim that they were not really supporting an impe-
rialist war, but supporting anti-Nazi activities—and
Trotsky and the American Trotskyites certainly did op-
pose the imperialist war—nevertheless ended by tailend-
ing Stalinism.

We who did fully break with Trotskyism and felt
compelled to analyze the new reality of state-capital-
ism—and the Johnson-Forest Tendency did represent a
great theoretical advance in that respect—nevertheless
failed to work out what the Tendency was for instead of
only what it was against. In a word, it had not reached
Marxist-Humanism except in the merest embryo form—
rejection of state-capitalism and looking with new eyes
at labor’s creativity in working out new forms of revolt.
Nevertheless, were we to skip over the State-Capitalist
Tendency’s challenge to Trotskyism, we would leave an

historic loophole on the quintessential relationship be-
tween philosophy and revolution, between theory and
practice, not to mention the search for the link to the
absolutely indispensable creative mind of Marx. The
historic link must be re-established if we are serious
about revolution in our age. That new beginning came
before establishment of organization—News and Letters
Committees, 1955.

Before the establishment of the Committees we had,
when still a part of the State-Capitalist Tendency, bro-
ken through philesophically on the Absolute Idea. That
happened in 1953.! It is this, just this, catching of the
new in our age that laid the ground for seeing the
link of continuity with Marx. It becomes necessary to
stay a little longer on those two years, 1953 to 1955, to
work out, in full, our own contributions, not just as
against 'I‘rotskylsm but also against Johnsonism.?

Here, again, we need to return to what Hegel called
“The Three Attitudes to Objectivity.” Actually it is four
attltudes, but the fourth, the Dialectic, being the whole,
is not glven a number since it occuples all the works of
Hegel, and is Hegel and Marx. It is the “attitude” that

1. Dunayevskaya’s 1953 breakthrough on the Absolute Idea, contained
in her Letters of May 12 and 20, 1953, are available in The Philosophic
Moment of Marxist-Humanism.

2. “Johnsonism” refers to the tendency associated with C.LR. James;
“J. R. Johnson” was his pseudonym during the 1940s and 1950s.
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is most relevant here. It is the relationship of subjectivi-
ty to objectivity when that subjectivity is not mere Ego,
but the historic-philosophic subjectivity which, in place
of stopping at first negation or mere reaction, goes on to
second negation—i.e., absolute negativity which alone
reveals totality by developing it as a new beginning.
That new beginning relates all the four new moments in
Marx to the question of philosophy of revolution as
ground of organization.

Let’s catch our breath right here because the “new -

Humanism” for our age that we represent must not be
“taken for granted.” It is the re-creation of Marx’s new
Humanism 'at a time when. But this “when” means
both a “before” and “after,” that is to say, it is the
“when” that is our age. It signifies the stage of human
development which was brought onto the historic stage
of today by actual revolutions in East Europe, in the
Middle East, in Africa, in the West; and in multi-colors
of Black, Yellow and Brown and Red; with a whole new
generation of Youth and of Women’s Liberationists—as
well as by a movement from theory that, though not
from the same origins or as total as ours was neverthe-
less as philosophic as Frantz Fanon’s Wretched of the
Earth. Far from being taken for granted, our “new Hu-
manism” must be so fully internalized as to become a
second negativity type of “instinct”—that is, reappear
at all historic turning points spontaneously.

This being so, we have to take a deeper look at our
break from Johnsonism and see that far from taking it
for granted it happened “by no accident whatever.” The
break was not only because we were the opposite of the
Johnsonism to which C.L.R. James tried to reduce the
Johnson-Forest Tendency, but because the Marxist-Hu-
manism we became is so new that the Great Divide in
Marxism that Lenin represents in history became a

point for further theoretic departure. Note that I say

this not in the sense of a single issue as I did when I
considered how wrong is Lenin’s concept of the van-
guard party for our age. This time the point of refer-
ence is to philosophy itself, which Lenin did finally see
as “dialectic proper” but nevertheless stopped his Ab-
stract of Hegel's Science of Logic half a paragraph
short of the end of the Absolute Idea. It is on that
point that I first took issue with his Abstract in the
Phil ic Notebooks. It is true that I explained my
“daring” as being necessitated by the objective situation
which followed his death, so that whereas he saw Stali-
nism only in embryo, we had to suffer through a whole
quarter-century of it. But that had not stopped me from
refusing to remain only on the “political” scene. Instead
I went'on my own to Philosophy of Mind, and after-
ward discovered-that I had also gone past where Marx
broke off in his “Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic.”
Marx, unlike Lenin, had, naturally, not dismissed the
rest ag inconsequential. The totality of the Hegelian
dialectic “in and for itself” had not only been fully inw-
ardized, but Marx had re-created it in the fact that by
then he had discovered a whole new continent of
thought and of revolution which has remained the
ground for Marxists, and will continue to be our ground
until we have finally and totally uprooted capitalism.

Nevertheless, it is a fact that our age had to return to
Hegel iin order to work out that which Marx had not
“translated.” What had not become concrete for the
other age had become imperative and urgent for ours.
For our age, however, that philosophical mediation be-
came alive as forces of revolution as Reason rather than
needing any further abstract development as that mid-
dle which first creates from itself a whole. I'm referring
not to the general question of absolute negativity, which
Marx had fully worked out as revolution in permanence,
but to the specifics of the final three Syilogisms that
Hegel himself had worked out only the year before his
death. Even more specifically I'm limiting myself to the
final paragraph (#577) of Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind,
which states “it is the nature of the fact, the Notion,
which causes the movement and development, yet this
same movement is equally the action of cognition.” We
worked this out after we rejected Lenin’s stopping on

‘the Absolute Idea before that final paragraph of the

Science of Logic, which warned the readers that the
“Absolute” has not finished its journey which must still
be tested in the Philosophy of Nature and Philosophy
of Mind. It was when we turned to the latter that we
broke through on the Absolute Idea not only as both
not being in the stratosphere and signifying a new unity
of theory and practice, but also as disregarding the Par-
ty and instead facing the new society. By seeing the
new unity as a new relationship—which demanded that
the ‘new beginning must rest in the movement from
practice that is itself a form of theory, so that theory
must first then work out how to reach the heights of

" philpsophy and depth of actual revolution—we suc-

ceeded not only in the breakthrough on the Hegelian
Absblute, but in reconnectmg with Marx’s “revolution in
e.”

This meeting of the spontaneous outhurst of the tnas-
. 'ses’'andhearing  the. voices from below as one form of .
" theory ‘occurred six weeks before the actual revolt in

East Germany on June 17, 1953—the first ever from un-~

der totalitarian Communism which found its voice once

'Stallip’s death. First, let’s review briefly what happened

- inithe. movement from practice and how the break-

through on the Absolute Idea helped free us from John-
sumsm

(continued on page 9)

- the; incubus. of Stalinism was removed from its head by
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Philosophic Dialogue

by Peter Wermuth

Editor’s note: We print bélow excerpts from a presenta-
on given at an ongoing series of classes, “Marxist-Hu-
ianism: The Re-creation of Marx’s Marxism for Age.” We
wite you to participate in these classes, both by sharing
our thoughts on the following document and by attending
e classes. See notice below.

Today’s global reality, as seen most of all in the bar-
varous war in the Persian Gulf, involves not only a cri-
is of bombs and bullets, but most of all a crisis of the
nind. From the very beginning Bush has used his war
vith Saddam Hussein to try to choke off the very
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search for ‘new: pathways “to' liberation by militarizing
‘he minds of humanity. As against his mind-forged ma-
1acles which seek to deny us the very idea of a free-
lom-filled future, not tomorrow but today is the time
o participate in the process of working out philosophic
1ew beginnings.

In one of her last writings entitled “What is Marxist-
Aumanism?” (March 16, 1987), Raya Dunayevskaya
jpoke to this in posing what she called “the most diffi-
:ult task™ facing each generation of Marxists: to work
»ut what Marx’s Marxism means for today.! It involves,
she said, achieving the kind of “continuity” with Marx
hat “is proven in discontinuity, i.e., in working it out
‘or your age.” Let us explore what it takes to actualize
‘his dialectic of continuity-discontinuity, by jamming to-
jether two of Marxist-Humanism’s unique philosophic
:ategories—"“Absolute Negativity as New Beginning,”
‘ound in Dunayevskaya’s Philosophy and Revolution,
ind “Post-Marx Marxism as Pejorative,” found in her
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s
Philosophy of Revolution.

HEGEL’S REACHING FOR THE FUTURE

In Chapter 1 of Philosophy and Revolution, Dunay-
wskaya says Hegel’s “concept of philosophy” was that
t must meet “the challenge of the times” by “ab-
sorb[ing] ‘past philosophies and yet be a historic conti-
wity that [is] totally new.” (p. 18): This concept of phil-
»sophy is especially seen in Hegel’'s Phenomenology of
Mind -(1807).

To Dunayevskaya, “History [is] the innermost core of
il of Hegel’s philosophic categories.” (p. 9) Hegel, she
says, “did not displace reality when he entered the
ealm of ‘pure thought.”” (p. 4) For Hegel’s Phenome-
10ology presents the journey of consciousness through
ts many stages of development as proceeding through
he dialectic of negativity. Thereby, as Marx said in
844, the Phenomenology presents, in abstract form,
‘he actual movement of 2,500 years of human history.

But “the crucial point” to Dunayevskaya is not
»nly that each stage in the development of thought
1as a corresponding historic stage, but that thought
‘molds its experiences in such a manner that it will

‘tw¥a Julia

1ever again be possible to keep these two opposites

n separate realms.” (p. 9) We most fully encounter
‘his active role of Thought “molding” its experiences
n the Phenomenology’s final chapter, Absolute

Knowledge, which Marx called the “summation and

juintessence” of the whole work.

Hegel - here stresseés the Recollection of all prior
stages of development, drawing from it the method per-
neating the whole work. This method consists not only
f the negation of what is, but also of the negation of
he negation This double negation, or absolute negativi-
y, is no “nulhty” “The positive is contained in the

1. Dunayevskayas March 16, 1987 “What is Marxist-Human-
sm?” can be found in the Supplement to the Raya Dunay-
ivskaya, Collection, microfilm #10869-76.
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Can our age transcend the limits

of post-Marx Marxism?

negative,. which is the path to a new beginning.” (p. 13)

So infused with absolute negativity is: “the simple me-
diating activity of thinking” in the last chapter of the
Phenomenology that we become swept up into a cease-
less movement of becoming. At no point does this
ceaseless movement of Thought “molding” its experi-
ences “kill off” reality: History instead remains iintegral
to all stages of the Absolute. Nevertheless, we do en-
counter a difficulty in the last paragraph of the work,
where Hegel seems to shut the door to all reality as he
brings in his crucial category of “Science” and writes,
“Both together, or History (intellectually) comprehend-
ed, form at once the Recollection and the Golgotha of
Absolute Spirit.”

The difficulty is that the “new world” Hegel says
emerges from this unity of History and Science is
“nothing tangible.” But .this cannot obscure the fact
that Absolute Knowledge was not, after all, the end. -

For it is right here (p. 18), as Dunayevskaya sums
up the very end of the Phenomenology, that she hits

- us with the real shocker: “The ‘ultimate’ turns out to

be, not the Absolute, which has just suffered its Gol-
gotha, but a new beginning, a new point of depar-
ture.” The attainment of Absolute Knowledge in the
philosophic comprehension of History becomes the
jumping off point for a new beginning!

Thus, once the “simple mediating activity of think-
ing” becomes infused with the power of absolute nega-
tivity, the philosophic comprehension of History be-
comes, not so much. a remembrance of things past, as
miuch as the kind of Recollection that attains continuity
with the course of human development by working out

" a totally new beginning from the Absolute. .

Dunayevsakya shows that Hegel’s Phenomenelogy,

‘as -well as his Science of Logic and Philosophy of

Mind, rooted philosophy so deeply in Hlstory and tied
thought so fully to the “creative power” of absolute
negativity, that each stage of internalizing the past re-
leased a leap to the future, despite Hegels own view
that the “owl of Minerva spreads its wings only with
the setting of dusk.”

LENIN AND THE SHOCK OF RECOGNITION
" This dialectic of continuity-discontinuity can'in turn
reveal whiait has béen missing in even the greatest post-
Marx Marxist: revolutionaries—Engels; Lenin, Luxem-
burg, Trotsky. Let’s explore this by looking briefly at

- Lenin—the one Marzxist revolutionary who did return to

Marx’s roots in the Hegelian dialectic in his 1914 “Ab-
stract of Hegel’s Science of Logic,” in which he broke
with his vulgar materialist past.

To do so, let’s turn to Dunayevskaya’s discussion. of
Hegel’s Science of Logic in Chapter 1 of Philosophy
and Revolution, where she singles out second negativi-
ty as the “absolute creativity, the motive force” for all
forward movement. After quoting Hegel’s statement,
“holding fast the positive in the negative” is the “most
important part” of rational cognition, she writes, “No
simple ‘remembrance of things past’ this. Recollection
here must include what Herman Melville called ‘the
shock of recognition.”” (p. 26)

We get a sense of the “shock of recognltlon” that
must hit us when we confront absolute negativity sever-
al pages later, when Dunayevskaya says the final chap-
ter of the Logic, the Absolute Idea, is “not just about
previous forms of cognition” but projects a “new
stage”—the unity of theory and practice. She then says,
“It is the shock of this recognition” that made Lenin
see the first half of the last paragraph of the Logic—
where Hegel presents the movement from Logic to Na-
ture—as “stretching a hand to materialism.” (p. 32)

It thus appears that the “shock of recognition”
that must hit us in the Absolute is realization that
the power of absolute negativity is so “awesome”
that Recollection includes not only a “remembrance
of things past,” but also a movement towards a new
realm, a totally new beginning.

And yet it is precisely on this question of catching
the dialectical drive to the future enclosed in absolute
negativity that Lenin also stopped short. This can be
seen from Dunayevskaya’s critique of Lenin in, her Let-
ter of May 12, 1953, in which she called attention to Le-
nin’s 16-point  definition of dialectic, contained in his
1914 commentary on Hegel's Logic.?2 In this: 16-point
definition of dialectic—written as part of his commen-
tary on the final chapter of the Logic, the Absolute
Idea—Lenin stressed transformation into opposite,
transition, and thought reflecting reality. But earlier in
his commentary on the Logic, she says, Lenin had gone

2. Dunayevskaya’s. May 12 and 20, 1953 “Letters on Hegel’s
Absolutes,” which marked the philosophic birth of Marxist-Hu-

manism, are available in The Philosophic Moment of Marx-
ist-Humanism.
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further, writing cogmtlon not only reflects the objec-
tive world, but creates it.” L

Indeed, that Lenin didn’t develop this “creat1v1ty of
cognition” when he got to the Absolute Idea is seen in
his characterization of the “negation of the negation” in
his 16-point definition as only “the apparent return to
the old.”

This is a long way from seeing the “awesome pow-
er” of absolute negativity as ceaselessly striving for
ever-new beginnings! Though Lenin did single out
the forward movement from Logic to Nature, he did
not single out the movement from Nature to Mind,
nor did he project the dialectic of absolute negativity

"in the Logic’s last paragraph as the motive force for

a new beginning.

Perhaps this is why in her “What is Marxist-Human-
ism?” Dunayevskaya says Lenin did not catch ‘“Abso-
lute Negativity as New Beginning.” It isn’t that Lenin
didn’t work out a new beginning in Marxism. The 1917
Russian Revolution surely was a new beginning. But de-
spite his crucial 1914 encounter with Hegel, he never
explicitly projected the need for a new beginning in
Marxism to also be in philosophy.

MARX’S RE-CREATION OF THE
HEGELIAN DIALECTIC

When we return to Marx’s writings from the vantage
point of “Absolute Negativity as New Beginning,” we
can discover how Marx, as against post-Marx Marxists,
did concretize the dialectic of continuity-discontinuity
that is lodged within the Hegelian dialectic.

Take but one illustration of this here, which concerns

“what Marx did in his last decade after completing Capi-

tal. As Dunayevskaya shows .in her Letter of May 12,
1953, Marx based one of the:-most important chapters of
Capital—“The General Law of Capitalist Accumula-
tion”—on Hegel’'s Absolute Idea, by posing the concen-
tration and centralization of capital at one pole and the
revolt of the workers at the other. But Marx does not
stop with this Absolute. After the defeat of the Paris
Commune in 1871, Marx was looking to see if a new
dialectic of revolution could emerge in Russia and the
Third World. He thus concluded that the “Historical
Tendency of Capitalist Accumulation” projected in Cap- -
ital ‘is not a Universal. As Dunayevskaya ‘put it, “so.:
open was [Marx] to all new beginnings” that “he didn’t

stop at any historic stage as the ultimate.””

Now doesn’t that bring to mind the “shocker” we"
confronted at the end of Dunayevskaya’s analysis of
Hegel’'s Phenomenology, when she wrote, “the ultimate -
turns out to be, not the Absolute, which has just suf-
fered its Golgotha, but a new beginning, a new point of
departure”? Marx was forever working out new begin-
nings from the Absolute. As Dunayevskaya later put it, -
“Marx reached, at every historic turning point, for a
concluding point, not as an end but as a new jumping
off point, a new beginning, a new vision.”*

In a word, Marx appropriated the whole of the
Hegelian dialectic, not as something “applied” to a
new set of realities, but as what he re-created for the
new era of proletarian revolution. As Dunayevskaya
wrote in “What is Marxist-Humanism?” “It is not
only a new beginning, it is as new beginning, that
Marx clung to Hegel after he discovered his own new
continent of thought—that was the new beginning.
Why did no one see it?”

This indicates that attaining continuity with Marx’s
Marxism is not so simple as just “agreeing” with Marx’s

(continued on page 9)

3. This statement is from Dunayevskaya’s Summation to the
1981 Plenum of News and Letters Committees and will appear
as part of the new Introduction to the 1991 edition of Rosa
Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy
of Revolution (see ad page 2).

4. This statement is from a paragraph added to Rosa Lux- -
emburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of
Revolution on Marx and the Black world, which will appear
as part of the new Introduction to its 1991 edition.
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~ WHO WILL WIN THE BATTLE
FOR THE MINDS OF HUMANITY”

I ‘am shocked and angry at the si--

lence of the American people—including
anti-war activists—after Bush’s cold,
calculated murder of ‘hundreds of Iraqi

" women and children as they tried to

take refuge in an air raid shelter from

" ‘the continuous U.S. bombing that has

been raining down on them for more

. ‘than a month. It reminds me of 1988

"~ when another barbarous U.S. attack in

the Persian Gulf—the shooting down of
an Iranian airliner killing 290 civilians—
was met with a similar deadly silence.
Has Reagan/Bush’s decade .of militar-
ism “so ‘dehumanized some people that
they only - think the loss of Amencan
lives is worth mourning? -
Anti-war actnvnst
Niinois

LI .

" 'The rising patriotism we see today is -

giving .dangerous ‘voice to reactionaries
in this country, It’s very suppressive to
any voices - that -challenge authority.
The rulers are attempting to lock in our
thoughts; Reason is .not given ground to

- . breathe. It’s very -important that Du-

- nayevskaya’s ‘“What 'is philosophy?
- What is revolution?” is included in the

new. collectiion of her writings on the

. ‘Middle East. It helps us work out as
_Marxist-Humanists what does it mean

that  the concept of philosophy is our

" ground, and to work out the relation-

ship of the Idea to reality.

Los Angeles

S ok * *

Bush’s insistence on continuing the

»-.war isn't only to send a message to
- Saddam Hussein or even to the various

little powers in the Middle East. It’s to

' send a message to the whole world.

Andy Phillips
) Detrott ‘

* * *

Bush has aimed ‘at creatmg a lynch

" mob  mentality with this war. The

bombing is totally racist, like Iragis are

- not human beings. Where is it written

that one Iraqi life is worth less than

*" one American life? I remember during

~. WWIL -we used.to ask each other: How

'_.;could the  Germans allow such -horrors.

‘ ~that: happened, because I see'it in thls,_
o ;country nght now. :

.

to go-on-in their name? Now I see how

Black Amencan woman .

- Cahforma
B S :

- On Jan. 27, one day after more than -
100,000 --praotesters -flocked to Washing- -
ton,’ ‘D.C. to protest the war in' the Mid- -~

dle East; about 1,000 people of all ages
* packed the halls:of Friends’ High School

" could only. stay fo

- here to meet to dlscuss how to stop thls'
. ‘brutal war - '

“Thotugh t:me v&as shoxt (most people ;

ur houts} -and; a num-

ber of ‘the Left groups were wvying .

against each other for their position at
the head of the movement, regional alli-

" ances were formed with solid plans for

’:.; follow-through. Most exciting, however,
- were ideas expressed by people at the

-'.: against problems at home.

. other activities against way., Most of the -

literature tables and in the hallways,
who see that this decrepit system is re-
sponsible for the war. Many people
were there looking to broaden their per-
spective of the movement, uniting their
anti-war: struggle with their fight

Julia Jones
De Kalb, Ill.

* * *

There is no anti-war movement here

" 'worth mentioning. The problems are se-

vere for people when the price increases
effective since Jan. ‘1 make it a head-
ache just go buy food, and the problem
of the war does not seem to concern
them. The Czechoslovak force in Saudi
Arabia consists of 150 soldiers in - an
anti-chemical unit. Most of all, the pub-
lic' is poisoned by the pro-America prop-
aganda pouring out of all the media.
When there seems to be a clear con-
trast between “democracy” (the Ameri-
can way) and ‘“‘totalitarian dictatorship”
(Saddam Hussein)—as well as the re-
membrance here of Munich 1938—it is

“easy for the war alliance to deceive peo-
, pIe

* Correspondent
. Czechoslovakia
. % . %k *

In India the anti-war movement 1is
very strong. I am surprised to read dai-
ly in the papers that even in small
places there are demonstrations and

Gene Foﬂ -

people are supporting Saddam Hussem
out of fear that if America wins this
war, the hegemony and. imperialism of

America won't be challenged by anyone

in the developmg countries. -
Feminist activist
India
LI
. Here in Israel we have gotten used to
the situation. Whenever we hear an
alarm (about once every day) we: auto-

matically shut off the heaters or the air
* conditioners, .go to' our sealed -room, -
- close it, and wear: our gas masks. I'm so
-used to it now that I find it difficult to

remember how it felt when the. situa-

tion was different.

. - Naomi

Tel Aviv, Israel
. * * *

 Over 200 people braved a windchill of

16 degrees below zero on Saturday, Feb.

16 to protest the way the Persian Gulf

war is ‘being covered by the media,

" along with the nearly. total absence of
coverage of opposition to this war.- One -

woman’s sign, “Now we know how all
those Germans blindly followed Hitler,”
chillingly reminded everyone that the
U.S. needs no state-run television when

- the media are such willing _accomplices

to censorship.

But there is another story which like- -

wise should not go unrecorded. After
telling us we would be marching to se-

veral media headquarters, the very first .

stop we made was at the Israeli Embas-
sy, where the organizers started chant-
ing “Hey! Hey! Ho! Ho! Zionism has .got

to go!” I was just infuriated and imme- -

diately responded with “Hey! -Hey! Ho!
Ho! Anti-Semitism has got to go.” Se-
veral people instantly joined me,.saying

this is not what they represent and that

. they . felt very used by the: orgamzers “of
_ thJs march :

' Funou
Chicago

Dunng the ‘televised McCarthy hear-’

ings way back in the 1950s, ‘the cameras

caught the real character: of a sinister . -

McCarthy: piotxmg ‘with his slimy- aide,
Roy Cohn, in a devastating. way. Don’t

" you think the photographer who. took - L
" “this shot of Cheney caught hls charac-r '
' ter perfectly, too" o o

L

The media is presenting the . “col-
lapse” of the Iraqi Army -as something

‘negative about Iraq and its people, and

even some Palestinians feel the same
way, though for different reasons. In-
stead, I think it shows the humanism of
these thousands of rank-and-file soli-
ders, who chose to live rather than die
in Bush and Saddam’s wars. History
shows us nmany examples where the col-

‘lapse of an army led to upheaval and

revolition at home: France 1871, Russia

1905 and 1917, Germany 1918. Bush’s.

drive deep into Iraq is. not only to top-
ple Hussein. It is also to-have a- strong

- force on hand to make sure that, if the

Iraq masses rise up against Saddam’s
fascist regime, the U.S. will be there to
prevent a genuine social revolution.

Observer

Chicago
. * * * i X

Marx’s writing in 1844 that the ‘extent
to which man is alienated from himself
is expressed in: his relations to woman
comes to mind when reading Dunayev-’
skaya’s writing on “Marxist-Humanism:
Its summation as New Beginning.” (see
N&L' Jan.-Feb., 1991) Raya writes that
Marx never strayed orgamzatlonally
from his phllosophy of “revolution in
permanence” and, in particular, in his

organizational relation to women. Un- .

like many so-called Marxists .of today
who try to convince us that the struggle
for women’s liberation is and should be

separate from the anti-war struggle, .

Marx. recognized that.‘! ‘the feminist .fer-:

- CHANGE

" try as well as here in the U.S., especial-
-, ly in Miami, where they suffer great ra-
_-cial and job discrimindtion and petsecu-

" Old radical
Pennsylvania -

Readers’ Views

ment’ was inherent in revo‘lutionbs
throughout history.”
If we want to see how far Post- Marx

- Marxism has strayed from its origins in

.Marx’s ‘philosophy and its essénce, free-
dom, one could look at the still- present
. sexism in the Left. The pulls to sepa-
rate -dialectics from revolution - are
‘strong, and the question:remains: how
to begin anew in_ our:present stiuggles
" within newly formed anti-war coalitions.

Student of Marxism’

Conlwctlcnt

* *.. %

Eight years_,of'_Reagan wajs bad

enough, but never did I imagine we'd
live through such total militarism. It’s
appalling to see how easy it has been

for Bush to sweep aside every barrier to -

attaining his goals. It makes me wonder
whether any opposition has a chance in
this era if it isn't rYooted in a total phll-
osophy of freedom.

Expemenced revoluﬁonary

Ghicago v

HAITI'S
HOPE
FOR

I'am glad to see in the pages of N&L

an article describing the struggles-and

- political events occurring in the Repub-

lic of Haiti. Haiti was the first Black re-
plublic to obtain independence from its

European rulers, and the Haitian peoplel :
have been struggling for years to obtain -
their genuine freedom. As a  Domtinican

national, I have seen the suffering, dis-
crimination and exploitation that the
Haitian workers experience in my icoun~

tion by the' INS. Perhaps. as in the past, .

_ the -Haitian peoples struggle for: free- .~

dom will inspire other nationals 'in‘all of
Latin America as they ‘continug the

‘ struggle against the” U.S. that- doés not -

want any country in the world to have
self-determination, the struggle to inter-

‘fere. with the American “new: world or- °
der” of smgle world mastery. .
: Donumcan-Amencan .

Cahfbrma

BLACK AMERICA

- I'was shocked to.hear that one t‘ my.f
favorlte neighbors, an” 18-year:old :

lack
youth who was offered several college
scholarships, was joining the Air Force.
When we talked, I found out he was

_avoiding the draft and had real 'ques-
-tions about the war. “They tell us it’s

about naked aggression. What about
when they bombed Iran-for eight
years?” “Besides, we don’t even know if
they are telling us -the truth,” his 14-
year-old friend added. The Air Force re-
cruiter has a real “Big Brother” rela-
tionship with both boys. He takes them
bowling and takes more interest in’
them than their non-functioning fathers.
It is a cruel joke to support these boys
to be “all that they can be”—until that
comes to mean cannon fodder. Too bad
society doesn’t ensure that college re-
cruiters, civilian males, or even fathers
can play the same role.
Susan Van Gelder
- Detroit

My brother is in the aewice in Saudi
Arabia. I think the military has caused.
him to lose his mind. The last time I

- talked to him, he was talking only mili-’
tary language, not like a human being.

He enlisted in. the service because we
.were very -poor, and he was trying to

“make something of his life. He didn’t
“want' to end up on the streets. Other
" than through the military, he had no

chances for college or anything. This is
what poor Blacks face now: either a life

on the'stre_ets or in the military. If you

go in the military, you will have to kill
and maybe die, and if you survnve, you

may have lost your mind.
' ‘ Young Black woman
: : Cahforma

B . ®x ¥ *®

In your Januai'y-February “issue Ab—
dul Alkalimat, ‘a: convenor of the Mal-

. colm X conference, writes that “We. be-

‘lieve that the dialectical battle of ideas
should not emerge full blown, and cer-
tainly not as-antagonisms, in a confer-
ence of militant Black people because
that would make the Black liberation
movement weaker.” Who, I wonder, is
this “we”? Tt certainly couldn’t be the

Black women ‘who spoke so eloquently ~ -

in your December issue. One conference
participant said,- “‘I hope this is the

_last conference I have ‘to come to and

hear my brothers get up and talk about

~how Malcolm gave them their man-
hood.” Where are women, she asked, in
that view?”

You reported that Maxine Alexander
“asked why Malcolm'’s criticisms of sex-

ual exploitation in the Nation of Islam

. _had been swept aside. ‘If our movement

cannot’stand-the fruth,” she. sald ‘then

» 9

our truth will- have no movement.
‘Black women wouldn’t shut ‘up in-the

. 19605 and not i the 1990s either.

Women s Liberationist
' Clucago

WITH

VIEWS.

i always ﬁnd the comments in the ‘
Readers Views' section very' thoughtful .
"~ and . challenging, but a few from your -
last issue-really stick out for me. First, I -
appreciate Peter Wermuth’s. about the -
~fasc:st/counter-revolutlonary/terrorxst .
._ﬁongms of ‘Hussein :and: his' Ba’th Paity.

1t is. this ‘history and 'in fact ‘much -of

. the' history of the region that the news’
" “media is hiding..One way to prevent the
kind  of “self-limiting revolution” that .

Ted from Chlcago spoke of in his Read-
ers’ Views is to expose every lie and hy-
pocrisy provided by the powers-that-be
and their “experts.” Second, the com-
ments of Julia Jones are very impor-
tant, because the concept and practice

- of ‘organization has always been the.

swamp in the path for revolutionaries.

"It will be so again if we don’t grapple

with that issue in the anti-war move-
~ment. Finally, I would like to- thank
John Marcotte of New York for his let-
ter about workers” compensation, which

"is something I'm having to deal with
right now for the first time. He’s abso-

lutely correct that ‘workers’ compensa-

tion legislation was enacted to prevent

bosses from legal liability, not to help
the workers.

~ Dan B.

Florida

HELP US CONTINUE NEWS & LETTERS!

Enclosed with my check for a mb-

scription renewal is $10 in response to

your appeal. I hope it gets some miore -

issues of N&L out to those in -Africa
who have been asking for them! '
' . Miitch

] . California

. * * *

1 can’t really afford this, but I feel I
can’t afford not to dig deep when abso-
lutely no one but N&L is talking about
human freedom. So enclosed is $200 to
your Appeal

Ofﬁce worker

. Tlingis. , .

The Bush/Major/Mulroney, etc. mass
disinformation plan with the Orwellian
complicity of most of the media has not
achieved its objective of sanitizing mass
murder and destruction or of silencing
protest! Enclosed is a contribution to
the essential work of N&L

‘ Subscriber
Canada

* * *

Editor’s note: We wish to thank those

- readers who have responded to our Ap-

peal for funds. Please send whatever you
can to News & Letters. . :

- DIALOGUE

- READERS’

T ORI
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THE CONCRETENESS OF PHiLOSOPHY

" After many years of s_ervmg as an ac-
- tivist - with organizations affiliated with
‘the United Democratic. Front and ‘the
African National Congress, I am one of
the so-called “young lions” extremely
disillusioned with the politics and
“struggle” of the ANC. I was very for-
tunate to come across a comrade who
introduced me to your material and 1
am interested in corresponding. It
- would be my great pleasure to receive
News & Letters as an urgent-necessity.
‘We realize that our zeal, interest and

enthusiasm is doomed to fail if we are

not theoretlca.lly sound.
) " New subscriber
South Africa

£ ok *

" In the first of our series of classes on

“Marxist-Humanism: The Re-creation of
Peter
Wermuth - developed a statement from
page 18 of Raya Dunayevskaya's Phil-
“osophy and Revolution: “Hegel's con-
cept.of philosophy as ‘the thought-of its

time’ involved...a meeting of. the chal- -

lenge of the times in a way which
. would absorb past philosophies and yet
be a. hlstonc continuity that was-totally
_new...” He then asked: Can we- absorb
the high points in activity and thought
in such a way as to release a new be-
ginning?

Thinking -of Marx in that historic
context, as a “high point,” made me see
why. the category, “post-Marx ‘Marxism
as perjorative,” is 'so important. It is

not only a critique aimed at other Left- ‘

ists, but something for ys to do, that is,
to peel away -the layers of misinterpre-
tation and misrepreSentation that pass
for Marxism in order to discover Marx

o mandforhxmself

B. Ann Lastelle
’ Clncago, Ill

* * *®

I t'eel privileged to be readmg Raya

E Dunayevskayas ‘Philosophy and: Revo-

» % lution.. It's ‘a dangerous book! When I =
read - it, T get such a full sense of the -

" movement of the Idea of Freedom that

.- T'begin to feel free. =~

i New Student of Marxnst-Humamsm
Los Angeles

L *

E ;" In pteparmg for our’ ﬁrst class t was

’ —-BOOKS—

DMarxlsm'and Freedom S
©.from 1776 until today

1989 - Columbia University Press edmon Newl o
19808 introduction by author S
$17 50 per copy_v'

by Raya Dunayevskaya -

CJ Phllosophy and Revolutmn
from Hegel to Sartre
_and from Marx to Mao :

1989 edition. New introduction by author. 372 pp.
$14.95 per copy. .

by Raya Dunayevskaya

- thought _and .in- action,”

interested in followmg out Daqayevska-
va’s concept of a “single dialectic in
and. in what
happens when your view of dialectics

~ gets ~short-circuited.. In her notes of
March 8, 1987, she critiques C.L.R.

James for transforming the: theory of

©  state-capitalism into a universal. Then

on March 16, 1987, when she says Lenin

emphasized the dialectic as a “theory of

knowledge,” and' -dialectics ends up
being “burdened by materialism.”
She seems ' to be saying post-Marx

Marxists -have 'not . only - turned: theory-

into a universal,- but reduced: Marx's
universal—his- philosophy of revolu-
tion—to. mere theory. Marx did not
view dialectics as a theory of knowl-
edge. In rejecting that view, he created
not a new theory but a new philose-
phy. ’ ; ,
- Jan Kollwitz

Chicago

ok ok

: Browsmg through a used bookstore in

"Lexington, I ran across a copy of “The

Coal Miners’ General’ Strike of 1949-50
and - the Birth “of Marxist-Humanism”
and - am interested in the work pub-

lished both by N&L and Raya Dunay- :
: evskaya Any iformation you can give -

me as to past and current theoretical

work and labor hxstory wﬂl be appreci-
ated .

New Reader

Lexington, Ky.

'WOMEN’S LIBERATION

1 appreciated the articles on the
Montreal massacre.. That killing of
women reflects the madness of this so-

ciety. When the Women’s Liberation
it taised the whole -

Movement arose, :
question of creating mew. human  rela-
tionships. I want to add that many men

are also driving for that, and we need -
 ‘more discussion “of. how men cdn be-

come part -of this process as well.
: Black man
California

ko k% i

. The way Terry Moon’s columi, “The
- Montreal Massacre one year later,” (see

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NE WS & LEERS

' D Constltutlon of News & Letters Commxttees

~381pp. - -

' BDlalectlcs of Revolutlon‘ Amerlcan Roots o
- and World Humanist Concepts s
L Speelal bulletin on Marxist-Humanismt as a body

of ideas by Raya Dunayevskaya, Eugene Walker,

N&L, December 1990} went from the
massacre to the situation in the Persian
Gulf and back o the massacre again

made me realize how violence against

women and the sifuation-of women in
general is so ignored by the mainstream
press and the government. Suddenly we

are sending billions of dollars to save

Kuwait, yet the massacre of these 14

women didn’t make the front page of
most papers

Women's liberationist

New York City

PRISONERS
" SPEAK
ouT

Yes I am one of those people here in
Amerika who desires drastic change and
overthrow of the current system. How-
‘ever, I am not sure what should be es-

" tablished fo supplant the current sys-

tem. Nonetheless, I do know that “capi-
talism” is not the solution for oppressed

people I guess you could 'say that I am
“in search of a phﬂosophy ‘
Prisoner -

‘Pontiac, 1L

* * #*

‘'We are cencerned about the way we

live behind ‘these wails and. the overall

struggles of the poor people of America.

However, because. of the system:made
ignorance of both prisoners behind

" these walls, ‘white and Black, we seem
. to have a very hard time teaching them
who the- real' enemy is and stopping

them from . fighting each other. The

prisoners here not only don’t trust each
other but really do act as if they don’t

like each other. The reason for this is
because they are really being used with-
out knowing hew or who is really doing

- it. I'm asking for sSupport -from -any
. group or organization outside. of these
“walls who can help us in our struggle.

Mary Cummins
PO Box 2604
Ceuntry Club Hills, 111

* * *

N&L gives me Left news that i could :

never obtam anvwhere else, and on a

-—PAMPHLETS—

’ 29¢ postage

Michael Comwily and Olga

by Andy Phillips

OThe Coal Mmers General Strike
of.1949-50. and the Birth
. of Marxist-Humanism in the U. S

$1 per copy

werldwxde basis. It also gives me an

unorthodox interpretation of ‘Marxism
that may be fruitful for the future.

Prisoner

Pennsylvania

REMEMBERING KARL

I have  been devastated over. Karl
Armstrong’s illness and death. He was
one of the first Americans I 'met in this
country after 1 escaped persecution as a

" union -organizer in “El Salvador two
years ago. L was drawn to him at an
. event where he was selling literature. I

wondered what a Black man-had to say

- about Marxism. I was struck by his pos-
. ttive attitude, his sincerity, his basic hu-

manity. There is so much truth in the

words of Raya Dunayevskaya that they
helped me see the vanguardist, non-:

democratic attitudes and practice of the
Communist Party. It seems that Raya’s
Marxism is true Mamsm Karl ‘was a

true’ comrade
Salvadoran friend

Los Angeles

. . AL ‘ '.
I'd like ‘to share with N&L readers a
poem by Michael Parks that our. com-

rade: Karl greatly appreciated: .

1 sit on Sunday
not meditating on people
clapping, shouting
" the meek shall inherit
the earth
“but meditating
freedom
_T'will not die a natural
- death .
but fighting.

Maurice’

Los Angeles

A CORRECTION

“that the ‘anti-war demonstration in

the Middle East. It was actually or-
ganized by the Pledge of Resxstance
’We regret the error.

' D Frantz Fanon, Soweto and Amemcau Black
- ““Thought, by Lou Turner and John Alan
- New- Expanded edition contains Introduction/
CDverview by Raya Dunayevskaya, Lou Turner
 ‘and John Afan ‘
: Appendlces by Rene Depestre and Ngugz wa

$3 percopy' o

DThe Fetish of ngh Tech and Karl Marx's
Unknown Mathematical Manuscripts
by Ron Brokmeyer, Franklin Dmitryev,
Raya Dunayevskaya

. 81 per copy

[1Working Women for Freedom

Chicago. on -Jan. 14 was planned by |’
the Emergency Coalition for Peace i |.

0 Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s
~Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy

‘of Revolutien. 234 pp.

by Raya Dunayevskaya $10.95 per copy

- [1Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of
..Revolution: Reachmg for the

Future
by Raya Dunayevskaya .-
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Black America: The war abroad and the war at home

(continued from page 1)

his party. Since the “Desert Shield” operation the word
“quota” has even become the justification for the dis-
proportionate number of minorities in the armed forces.
General Colin Powell, Bush’s chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, is “proud of the fact than African-Amer-
icans have seen fit to volunteer to join the armed forces
even if it is at a higher percentage” than their represen-
tation in the population. Powell said the only way to
prevent this in a volunteer force meant placing a limit,
“.I won’t say quota, on the number of Blacks allowed
to enlist.”

A close look at this supposed “non-quota” military
force shows that the disproportionate number of Blacks
in its ranks is directly related to the rate of poverty in
the Black community. Indeed, the
day’s armed forces,” which the Urban League’s report
documents, is the very measure of the racism of Ameri-

Tcan society. The military has become a major hatch

through which Black men and women try to escape the
harsh realities of unemployment and the lack of educa-
tional opportunities. Today, 28.9% of the men and wom-
en in the armed forces are Black. In the army the fig-
ure is a whopping 32%. Most revealing of all, Black
women _are the fastest growing segment of enlisted
women, representing no less than 48.7% of all the wom-
en in the U.S. armed forces. This percentage of Black
women in the armed forces reflects how greatly poverty
has been feminized in the Black community.

The fact that Black youth have no other economie
alternative is the immediate reason for much of
Black opposition to Bush’s war. No wonder Martin
Luther King III hit such a chord with Black America
when he declared at the birthday celebration for his
father in Chicago: “Every Black soldier ought to say,
‘I am not going to fight. This is not my war.””

And no wonder ‘there is such opposition to the inces-
sant drive of military recruiters in the public schools.
Jamillah. Muhammad, Chicago director of the Youth
and Militarism Program of Clergy and Laity Concerned
(a group formed by Martin Luther King, Jr. during the
Vietnam War), spoke for many when she recently de-
clared; “Once and for all, Black women are saying we're
not sending our sons anymore.” She was especially crit-
ical of the lies the recruiters spin, giving youth—who
are hungry for a good education to prepare them for
more than dead-end jobs—a rosy picture of learning
high-tech  computer skills in the army. “The only in-
volvement they may have with computers is unloading
them off a truck,” she said.

IS THE LONG HISTORY OF BLACK
ANTI-IMPERIALISM IN JEOPARDY?

Historically, American Black liberation movements
have always contained a strong element of anti-imperi-
alism as a dimension of Black consciousness rooted in
the experience and knowledge that the U.S. foreign poli-
¢y is inseparable from its racist domestic practice. That
anti-imperialism was a manifestation of the very “van-
guard nature of the Black dimension.” From the U.S’s
earliest plunge into imperialism in 1898 with the Span-
ish-American War, Black Americans were the first force
in the world, outside of Latin America itself, to organize
an Anti-Imperialist League which “castigated the war as
unjust, and linked it to their own struggle with the de-
mand that America should put itself in order at home
before expanding overseas.” (See “Imperialism and Rac-
ism” in American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses
as Vanguard.)

The Black dimension continues to expose the hol-
lowness of American civilization, but it is not with-
out its discontinuity. Bush’s demagogic use of Black
History Month to praise Black military heroes, living
and dead—climaxed with his ostentatious hugging of
his Black militarist clone, Colin Powell—was surely
designed to divert the liberal critics of his civil rights

_bill veto and the poverty conscription of Blacks. But

the greatest threat of such demagogery was its bla-
tant appeal to the forces within Black America.
Where the officer corps in the Vietham War was
overwhelmingly white, the Gulf forces include the
largest Black officer corps in U.S. military history. It,
too, reflects aspects of the contradictions within the
Black community.

At the same time, the Black working class, youth and
women’s opposition has become sharper. As one 13-
year-old Black youth, quoted by the Wall Street Jour-
nal, put it: “Why are they letting the Black folks fight
and the whites fly the airplanes?” When his friend in-
sisted he would go “defend my country,” this youth
_shot back: “Man, what’s this country done for you late-
“y?”

A BUDGET FOR POVERTY AND DEATH

Clearly, Black Americans have no illusion that Bush’s
militarization is any answer to the permanent nature of
Black poverty. Bush spent $2.1 billion of his $298.9 bil-
lion military budget on recruiting in fiscal year 1990 and
only $709 million on the federal summer youth employ-
ment program along with only $700 million on youth
job training programs.

In the budget compromlse worked out by Congress
and the Bush administration on Oct. 1, 1990 it was
decided that now there should be no limits placed on

~the cost of the Persian Gulf war. According to con-

servative estimates, the war cost a billion dollars a
day, excluding the cost of replacmg the high-tech
weapons and munitions expended in the fighting.
Bush’s proposed 1992 budget is, in concept and con-
tent, a Cold War budget, which makes only phantom
cuts in military spending, while cutting what has been

“colorization of to-.

Reagan, to the marrow of the bone. Although Bush pro-
poses cuts in the Pentagon budget, it would increase the
budget for “scientific research” by $8 billion to a total
of $76 billion, with $43 billion of it going for “defense.”
Bush is also asking for a $1.68 billion increase to $4.58
billion for the “re-focussing” of the Star Wars program.
Clearly, the President’s budget reflects the U.S.s mili-
tary drive toward single world domination. And, at the
same time, the budget contains a warning to Gorbachev
that the Cold War has only entered a new stage.

CHALLENGE TO THOUGHT AND REALITY

Bush objectively expresses the deepening crisis within
U.S. and world capitalism. 1t is this ongoing crisis of
capitalism on the domestic front that has produced the
economy of poverty in the American Black community
as well as the widespread opposition to that poverty.

When in the 1960s, President Johnson felt confident
that he had won the “hearts and minds” of Black
America with civil rights acts and the “war on pover-
ty”—which was hardly even a skirmish with poverty—
the thought and activity of the Black masses gave a
new revolutionary dimension to the anti-war movement.

So profoundly did Martin Luther King, Jr. see this
country’s imperialist war as a crisis of the American
mind that he sought to put its challenge to the move-
ment in phﬁosophlc terms. Thus, when much of the
Black civil rights leadership had distanced itself from
the anti-Vietnam War movement, King warned, in his
famous anti-war speech at New York’s Riverside
Church on April 4, 1967:

*...if we are to get on the right side of the world
revolution, we as a nation must undergo a radical
revolution of values. We must rapidly begin the
shift from a ‘thing-oriented’ society to a ‘person-
oriented’ society. When machines and computers,
profit motives and property rights are considered
more important than people, the giant triplets of
racism, materialism, militarism are incapable of
being conquered.”

The challenge today comes from the notion and reali-
ty that all ‘wars represent the battle for the minds of
humanity, which means that the ‘“world revolution”
must take place in thought if it is to take place in reali-
ty. Will the new anti-war stirrings in the Black commu-
nity become such a beginning?

Black World

(continued from page 1)
cissitudes of its aftermath, as well as various Left alter-
natives in Europe, suffers from three insufficiencies.

First, he is not at all concerned with the organization-
al objectives which compelled the Stalinist “confessions”
of Joe Slovo. For instance, he ignores Slovo’s antedating
the supposed “reform” of the SACP, which Slovo was
at pams to distinguish from Gorbachevism. “In our
case,” Slovo ‘emphasizes, “the shift which has taken

place in our conception of ‘vanguard’ is by no means a
post-Gorbachev phenomenon. The wording on ‘this ques- -

tion in our new programme is taken almost verbatim
from our Central Committee’s 1970 report on organiza-
tion.” (p. 25) It is the rewriting of the Stalinist history
of the SACP for the new counter-revolutionary role it is
to play in the national liberation movement, not some
obscurantist analysis of the collapse of Soviet power in
East Europe, which is the actual purpose behind what
Jordan calls “Slovo’s otherwise very useful pamphlet.”

Secondly, the conceptual framework of Jordan’s ac-
count of how socialism failed contains serious problems.
A case in point is what Hegel called the “barbarous
procedure” of accepting a category at face value, which
is what Jordan does with “primitive socialist accumula-
tion” (sic!). Because space won’t permit a full treatment
of the problem of the conceptual framework for analyz-
ing the transformation of the Russian Revolution into
its opposite, a state-capitalist society, Raya Dunayev-
skaya’s Marxism and Freedom should be consulted for
a comprehensive analysis of the question.

The third limitation of Jordan’s critique is the most
problematic. Jordan never bothers to address the gques-
tion of revolution, let alone socialism, in the context of
the national liberation struggle in South Africa. Histori-
cally, the ANC has never succeeded in sinking deep
roots in the Black revolutionary proletariat, whose aspi-
rations and national consciousness have been shaped by
its resistance to capitalism and apartheid racism.

When the first Black industrial trade union move-
ment arose in South Africa—the ICU (Industrial and
Commercial Workers Union)—its very mass proletarian

character was enough to challenge the petty bourgeois
parliamentarianism of the early ANC. In the recent pe-
riod, the mass trade union movement reached its high-
point in 1986-87, when the. apartheid regime effectively
suppressed the political space in which the political or-
ganizations = operated with bannings, detentions and a
media. “white out.” This ushered in the ascendancy of
the trade union movement into the leadership of the
liberation'. movement. The militant proletanan politics
that have emerged over the last decade, in and outside
estabhshéd trade unions, have been one of the powerful
forces responsible for the revolutionary democratic
structures that have sprung up among the masses.

While Prof. Archie Mafeje’s critique, in- the August
1990 issue of Sapem, is less disposed to see any useful-
ness in Slovo’s “confession,” it is more problematic. Ma-
feje’s perception of the “big lie” in Slovo’s “discussion
pamphiet” ends up substituting the subjective motiva-
.tions_of *big. men” like Slovo for.the pull of objectlve
-developments which -compelled the: “big lie.”

It is at; once objective and discernible in Slovo’s “con-
fession” that, as Raya Dunayevskaya presciently ob-
served, in 1982, of the new Stalinist stage reached with
the ascendancy of former KGB chief Yuri Andropov,
“The ‘newness’ of the present stage. of state-capitalism,
its full degeneracy, lies, not in its forelgn relatlons but
strictly i the internal conflict.”

It is this new objective stage of Stalinist degeneracy,

- in which the powers of the party, the army, the internal

security {apparatus and ideological posts are combined
into a single structure or office, not Slovo’s -subjective
motives, that impel his “big lie. * Pallo Jordan was him-
self a victim of this new stage of Stalinism within the
ANC when he was detained in 1983 for criticizing the
excesses of the Congress’ security organ Mbokodo.

- Unfortunately, the really crippling problematic is that
so bereft of dialectics is the “debate over socialism” in
South Africa that at the present moment of political
dissolution, it reveals the crossroads the movement has
reached, and at which it now marks time.
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Review: Dunayevskaya on the Middle East

by Eugene Walker

From the Marxist-Humanist Archives: Selections
from Raya Dunayevskaya’s Writings on the Middle

" East, News and Letters Committees, 1991, $2.50.

When you examine the Middle East today in the
midst of war, each country—from Iraq to Iran, from
Egypt to Israel, from Lebanon to Syria, plus all the
sheikdoms and kingdoms—is caught in deep reaction
and retrogression. This is not to say that the war alone
brought about this regressive movement. The ground
was laid throughout the decades of our post-World War
II world. Yet in this same period, the peoples of the
Middle East have striven for freedom—fought and died
for it. No other region has been trapped more deeply in
the grave contradictions that occur once the activity of
fighting for freedom becomes separated from the Idea of
freedom as vision of the future.

Raya Dunayevskaya’s
writings on the Middle
East can help us grasp
these grave contradic-
tions in- the life and
thought of the freedom
movements in that re-
gion.

In these writings by
Dunayevskaya—which
range from the Arab-Is-
raeli collision in the
1960s to the Iranian
Revolution/Counter-
Revolution of 1979 and
from Lebanon’s Civil
War of the mid-1970s to
the Middle East in the
Changed World of the 1980s—one sees that the Mid-
dle East of the post-World War II period has had a
rich history of human struggles for freedom. And yet
this same Middle East has had in embryo, and full-
blown, all the contradictions that have plagued the
freedom movements of our age. It is this develop-
ment of movements for freedom and ideas of free-
dom-—including contradictions—that is the subject of
Dunayevskaya’s writings.

In a 1969 writing, “U.S. and Russia Enter Middle
East Cockpit,” Dunayevskaya discussed Iraq—not Hus-
sein’s Iraq, but the Iraqi revolution of 1958, which not
only challenged imperialism, but refused to follow either

. Nasserism in Egypt or the bastard socialism of the

Ba’'th Party in Syria. Dunayevskaya was determined to
write about a Middle East where “a dimension other
than oil, a new human dimension—freedom—enters...”

. But she did so critically, tracing the dialectic of ideas

unseparated from events to show the incompleteness of
that Iraqi revolution.

Dunayevskaya examined the pull of anti-Semitism on
all the Arab revolutions. Her overline to this 1969 writ-

, ing, “Anti-Semitism, Anti-revolution, Anti-philosophy,”

showed that it was precisely when revolution got sepa-
rated from a philosophy of revolution that anti-Semi-

| tism came to the fore—when leaders wished not to

deepen a revolution but to halt it.
CONTRADICTIONS IN REVOLUTIONS

The contradictions within the revolution can be clear-
ly seen in a country like Egypt, which today has sent
30,000 troops to join in Bush’s war. Dunayevskaya
traced Nasser’s attitude to Israel at the time of the ar-
mistice agreement after the first Arab-Israeli war, where
Nasser was more interested in how Israel won its fight
against British imperialism than in being anti-Israel.

Then, quoting from Nasser’s book, Philosophy of Rev-
olution, she showed the limitation of Nasser’s concept
of revolution—particularly his concept of the masses as
“divided and disordered.” Nasser’s revolution, she not-
ed, could only be a political revolution, not a social rev-
olution: “It was only when this political revolution
didn’t solve problems that only a social revolution can
overcome...that Nasser decided finally to lead the fight
for ‘extinction of Israel.’”

Thus it was when one became against revolution in
one’s own country that one turned to anti-Semitism.
The incompleteness of a social revolution, rooted in
the refusal to work out a philosophy of revolution,
led one down the path of anti-Semitism.

When Dunayevskaya discussed Israel, what was im-

. portant was to grasp the specific historic moment: what
' was Zionism before Nazism and what did it mean after
' the Holocaust; what was Israel’s fight against British

imperialism at a time when there were few other anti-
imperialist fights in the region; what was Israel at the
time of the 1967 war vs. what was Israel after it became
an occupier of the West Bank and Gaza; what was Isra-
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el at the time of the invasion of Lebanon.

This historic concreteness was not only against supra-
historical conceptions of those who saw Israel, from day
one, as the creation of Western imperialism, or a Mena-
chem Begin who wished to trace Israel’s origin to bibli-
cal times; it was to work out a revolutionary dialectic
for the present and future independent of superpowers
and regional powers. The depth of Israel’s retrogression
by the 1980s was summed up in Dunayevskaya’s title to
a 1982 Political-Philosophic Letter, “Begin’s Israel
Moves Further and Further Backward to His Reaction-
ary, Terrorist Beginnings.” This letter is not in the col-
lection but is listed in the pamphlet’s bibliography of
over 50 of Dunayevskaya’s writings on the Middle East.
They are available in The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-
tion. (See ad, page 4.)

The retrogression was not Israel’s alone. In her
1976 writing, “Lebanon: The Test not only of the
PLO but the Whole Left,” one sees that the murder
of Palestinians began long before the massacre at
Sabra and Shatila refugee camps in 1982. At Tel Zaa-
tar refugee camp in 1975 the murder was perpetrat-

. ed by the fascists of the Christian Right. Dunayev-

skaya’s concentration here was also on Syria’s
counter-revolutionary actions and on Yassir Arafat’s
ambivalent role in Lebanon’s Civil War.

In this 1976 essay Dunayevskaya wrote: “When histo-
ry and theory get into each other’s way, and philosophy
and revolution get separated, there is no exit from
counter-revolutionary consequences.” The: 15 years of
Lebanon’s dismemberment that followed' were not a
question of Dunayevskaya having a crystal ball. Rather,
it is a question of dialectics. Dunayevskaya’s dialectical
methodology grasped the counter-revolutionary conse-
quences of the separation of a struggle for freedom from
the working out of a philesophy of revolution.

There was nothing that Dunayevskaya wrote more
about in the late 1970s and early 1980s than the Iranian
Revolution. She saw that revolution as showing more
forcefully than at any time in the post-World War II
period that revolution, not oil, could be—and must be—
the determinant in the Middle East.

From the start of the revolution its contradictions
were clear to her. Her Political-Philosophic Letter,
“Unfoldment of, and Contradictions in, Revolution,”
not only singled out forces of revolution that she saw
opening chapter two of that revolution—women re-

sisting Khomeini’s demand to wear the chador,
workers’ creation of councils, the Kurds’ demand for
self-determination—but caught Khomeini’s counter-
revolutionary use of the idea of anti-imperialism.

To Dunayevskaya what was missing was theoret-
ic/philosophic preparation for revolution. How could
anti-imperialism be so quickly taken up by the mullahs
and transformed into- counter-revolution? It could only
be done because the genuine revolutionaries were so id-
cologically, theoretically, philosophically unarmed and
thus easily disarmed. Philosophy, to them, wasn’t the
concrete need of the moment, and thus religious funda-
mentalism became the ideological weapon which defeat-
ed the genuine revolutionaries.

THE REVOLUTIONARY DIALECTIC
One of the most powerful writings in this pamphlet is

“What is Philosophy? What is Revolution?” written in - -

the midst of the Iranian Revolution. It seems it is not
about the Iranian Revolution as it discusses the revolu-
tionary dialectic in Hegel, Marx and Lenin at moments
of revolution/counter-revolution. But in Dunayevskaya’s
hands that revolutionary dialectic transcended the his-
toric moment in which it was practiced to become the
pathway for transforming reality in our era.

This collection begins with Dunayevskaya’s writing on
the “Changed World.” Her discussion takes up Ronald
Reagan’s imperial foray into the Gulf of Sidra as well as
Star Wars and maneuvers vis-a-vis Russia. Do not to-
day’s conflagration in the Persian Gulf and Gorbachev’s
military actions in Lithuania and throughout the repub-
lics make concrete precisely the kind of Changed World
that Reagan, Bush and Gorbachev have bad in mind
since the mid-1980s?

How can the masses worldwide—and nowhere more
so than in the Middle East—arm themselves against the
retrogressive, unfree Changed World that our present-
day rulers are in the midst of imposing on us? Dunay-
evskaya's writings speak powerfully to this question.
Her topic is not so much each specific country, but rev-
olution/counter-revolution, philosophy and revolution,
the single dialectic of the Idea of freedom and the his-
toric struggles for freedom, concretized in particular
countries of the Middle East at specific historic mo-
ments. Dunayevskaya’s body of ideas is the much need-
ed theoretic-philosophic ground to challenge “the new
world order” George Bush wishes to impose on us.

Can our age transcend post-Marx Marxism?

(continued from page 5)

conclusions, let alone “updating” them. Achieving conti-
nuity with Marx’s Marxism instead entails' working out

‘the Absolute of our era as new beginning. There sim-

ply is no way to achieve continuity with Marx other
than by working out a historic continuity that proves it-
self in discontinuity, i.e., in face of the new that will
emerge in our era, precisely because this is the dialecti-
cal method Marx forever practiced himself.

* %k K

To sum up: warkmg out a philosophic new beginning
has to begin by absorbing the highpoints of past free-
dom struggles and thoughts. For History, we have seen,
is integral to each of Hegel's Absolutes. And History
consists not only of humanity’s deeds but also of its
thoughts, such as .the philosophies of Hegel, Marx and
Marxist-Humanism. ' The Idea too, has a “History,”
which each one of us has the responsibility of absorb-
ing.

As Hegel once put it, “Within the short span of man
and woman’s own life an individual must learn the
whole long journey of humanity. This is possible only
because the universal mind is operative in every indi-
vidual mind and is the very substance of it.” Hegel is
telling us that each of us can personify this power of
Recollection—it -is not something dependent simply
upon erudition. It was personified by great revolutionar-
ies like Sojourner Truth, of whom it was once said,
“Her memory is & vast storehouse of knowledge, the
shelves of which contain a history of the revolutions,
progressions and ‘culmination of the great ideas which
have been a part of her life purpose.”

Having Recollection become part of our life pur-
pose is no simple matter of reducing philosophy to a

{ . mere mirror of History. For when Recollection

catches - the: highest expression of phl]msophy-—lts

~own phﬂou@ﬁc snu-commehensmn—that is when

; ‘cai be¢ worked out.
In Phﬂosophy and Revolution, Dunayevskaya takes

Hegel's - philosophic - comprehension of his Absolute -
Idea—the Absolute Method—as her vantage point from
- which toview each of Hegel’s Absolutes. When
" Thought' roots ‘itself i this universal form agsumed by
the Idea—the “self-moving, self-active, self- transcendmg,

method of absolut:e negatlwty ’~Thought truly assumes

an “awesome power.” For when that happens, cognition

not only reﬂects what is, but creates somethlng new.
|

[
|

Thereby the “creativity of cognition” liberates the pow-
er of Recollection. Which is' why the new beginning
needed today must be in philosophy. And philosophy is
not something handed down from generation to genera-
tion like an heirloom.

On the contrary, each generation must undertake
the task of philosophy with new strength and in its
own way, if the restatement of gelmine Marxism is to
be.

Whatservesastheblggestbmrtothatmstate—
ment todaylswhatweighsonthemmdofthehvmg—
the legacy of post-Marx Marxism as Pejorative. It is a
category which includes not only Marxists but all non-
Marxist - alternatives to Marx’s Marxism. Even the
greatest post-Marx Marxists, in different “ways,  kept
their distance from fully embracing absolute negativity,
as if to do so were to “annul” objectivity and historical
materialism.? But as Dunayevskaya insisted, “there is
nothing abstract about philosophy.” Avoiding the pull of
150 years of “post-Marx Marxism as pejorative” de-
pends on how deeply we embrace philosophy, not as an
abstraction, but as that power of Thought so imbued
with the dialectic of absolute negativity that we “mold”
the Recollection of past high points of freedom struggle
and thought into an altogether new beginning.

To meet that challenge means resisting the pull of re-
ducing dialectics to a “tool” to be applied. Dialectics is
not an applied science, and the dialectic of negativity
cannot be reduced to a tool. As Marx said of Ferdinand
Lassalle, 1t1sonethmgto“bnngascwneebycnhcm
to the point where it can be dialectically presen

oflogmtomeremkhngsof&wbasywem.
Precnselybecauseﬂnedmiecﬁccamotbekeatadasa

o

” and -
-quite another to “apply an abstract ready-made system

tool, butmustmteadbere-aeatedmfaceofevanew"

realities, the creation of genuine new beginnings in

'Mamsmlssoveryd:ﬁmlt.‘!etthato:ﬂynmsxtaﬂ'
. the more urgent t!mt‘eaehofushegntheﬁsk,mtto—;

morrow, not later; but now. Thus; rather than

ing to provide “answers” orformulasforhmtomﬁate' ,  v
Marx’s Marxism: for our day, we are holding these
classes. in “‘Marxist-Humanism: The ‘Ré-creation of

working the matter out

-5, For a critique of Georg Lukm:s in terms oftlns, see my es-
say “Paths to Internalizing bhe Idea of Freedom in N&L, Jan.:
Feb. 1990.

‘Marx’s Marxism for our Age” as partofthe proeem of
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(continued from page 1)

. the Orwellian language of “collateral damage.”

~But the moment was truly a fleeting one. What
helped Bush get the air-raid shelter massacre out of the
world’s headlines and consciousness in less than 48
hours was the fact that Saddam Hussein seized the mo-
ment to launch a “peace plan”—which was at once re-
jected by Bush as “nothing new.” In fact, none of the
peace plans which followed in the next seven days could
stay Bush’s bloody hand. For the truth is, as War Sec-
retary Richard Cheney dared to boast the day the
ground war began, the precise date and even hour of
that invasion had been determined a full two weeks ear-
lier, on Feb. 11. Bush clearly had no intention of letting
any events in the intervening days change anything.

Hours before the ground invasion, an old man inter-
viewed in Baghdad by CNN asked: “Iraq offered to sur-
render; why are they still bombing us?”’ Why indeed? It
wasn’t only a matter of the fate of Saddam Hussein,
who was considered a U.S. “friend” only seven months
ago. Even less was it a matter of the “conditions” under
which the withdrawal from Kuwait would take place.
Rather, what was involved is the same drive that saw
Harry Truman drop nuclear weapons on Hiroshima and

- Nagasaki in 1945 and annihilate hundreds of thousands

of civilians -in one blinding flash, after he knew that
Japan was trying to surrender. To this day, that was
the true “day of infamy” humanity can never forget!
The aim then, as now, is the drive for single world mas-
tery that has dominated both superpowers from the day
World War II ended and the road to World War I1I be-
gan.

NEW STAGE OF GLOBAL CONFLICT

Although it was Mikhail Gorbachev who gave the
green light last August for Bush to assemble his mili-
tary machine in the Persian Gulf, that green light did
not signify any surrendering of Russia’s global ambi-
tions, much less its position as a superpower. Russia’s
repeated attempts to mediate between the U.S. and
Iraq in the week before the ground invasion were driven
precisely by that. Both the U.S. and Russia are very

From, the writings of

{continued from page 4)

III. WHY, THEN, ARE THERE STILL
BREAKDOWNS BETWEEN THEORY
AND PRACTICE, BETWEEN PHILOSO-
PHY AND REVOLUTION?

The historically new in our age which it became im-
perative to generalize was that movement from practice
which is-itself a form of theory, which had emerged in
the 1950s but which C.L.R. James still saw as only
“proving” state-capitalism. It was that imperative which

' transformed what had been “Marxism and State-Capi-
talism” into Marxism and Freedom. What we didn’t

acknowledge in full even though we had practiced it
was that Marxism and Freedom not only brought out
the American roots, brought out Marx’s Humanism in-
ternationally, and structured the whole work as a move-
ment from practice, be it from the year 1776 to 1789, or
Marx’s 1843, or ourselves in the 1950s—but also devel-
oped new points of theoretic departures for our age.

For News and Letters Committees, Marxism and
Freedom did become ground both for creating a forum
for all the new voices from below—be it in Workers
Battle Automation, Freedom Riders Speak for Them-
selves, or the Free Speech Movement pamphlet. At
the same time, we practiced the concretization of theo-
ry, be it in Nationalism, Communism, Marxist Hu-
manism and the Afro-Asian Revolutions or American
Civilization on Trial. But not all, even in our Commit-
tees, were fully aware that these mass pamphlets that
flowed from us during the turbulent 1960s were not
products of the movement from below, that they could
come only from so great a philosophic breakthrough as
was represented, first in the Letters on the Absolute
Idea, and then followed through in Marxism and Free-
dom, which covered a period of 200 years.

Every time a new historic Turning Point is reached
obJectlvely but not worked out sub]ectlvely, the unpulse
is to separate on some “simple, concrete” turn in the
road to take. The integrality of Theory/Practice gets
pulled asunder. The details of the “simple” get so frag-
mented that what appears as “skipping over” the gener-

- alization, the theory, is in fact a turn backward. Which

is why Hegel made the Third Attitude to Objectivity
not the dialectic, which is never in a straight line in
any case, but retrogression. Whether that is called Ja-
cobi or a return to the old, the point is that retrogres-
sionism, counter-revolution from within revolution, is

 what follows. It is why we totally reject this, not only

as counter-revolution, but even as tailending.

After Fanon’s death there was no such affinity of ide-
as as we had hoped would result in Philosophy and
Revolution being a collective work. All that was rev-
ealed in the. trips to West Europe, to Africa, to Hong
Kong and to Japan, was that not a single independent
Marxist theoretician was ready to collaborate on a work
that ‘would challenge post-Marx Marxism.

There can be no successful revolution without having

" labored at the ‘theoretic preparation for revolution. We

refused, however, to stop theory short of philosophy.
Which is precisely why, instead of giving in to a temp-
tation to start Philosophy and Revolution with Chap-
ter -9, the work begins with “Why Hegel? Why Now?”,

Raya Dunayevskaya

much aware that Gorbachev still has 20,000 nuclear
warheads at his command. Bush’s first response, in his
speech to Patriot missile factory workers on Feb. 15,
was to resurrect Reagan’s maniacal “Star Wars” plans,
now “refined” as a U.S. priority for the 1990s.

Yet, so ineffectual was Gorbachev’s attempt to inter-
vene that it only added to Bush’s adventurism, and un-
doubtedly strengthened the already predominant hands
of the Army and the KGB within the Russian ruling
class.

A whole new stage of
global militarist conflict,
including between the su-
perpowers, is now in the
offing. It will not be put
off by Russia’s present ec-
onomic troubles; such tri-
fles have never concerned
Stalinist military planners.
Nor will Bush be deterred )
by any argument over
“guns or butter”; the Gulf
war is already estimated
to cost a recession-ridden
U.S. economy some $80 bil-
lion. Out of the
hot war against Iraq is emerging the re-creation of a
new, and far more dangerous, Cold War between the
superpowers.

Mad as Bush’s total militarism is, his all-consuming
love of war is not the mark of a madman. Bush wanted
the Gulf war to go on for as long as possible, because
his aim is militarize the very minds of humanity.
Nothmg, not even the fragile present detente with Rus-
sia, will be allowed to stand in the way of that objec-
tive. The most crucial battlefront for the rulers is the
ideological one, whether in the Middle East, in Europe,
or here at home.

BATTLE FOR THE MINDS OF HUMANITY

Now that Bush has his military “victory,”
push for a large-scale, permanent, U.S. military pres-
ence in the Gulf region. The planned trip of Secretary
of State James Baker to several Arab nations is to help
secure it. But can that possibly control the bottomless
hatred of the masses there for Western imperialism,
their disdain for the cowardice of Arab rulers, and the

he will

unquenchable thirst for freedom that exists, not only in
the Middle East, but throughout the Third Werld?

At the same time we cannot act as though these im-
pulses' sound the death-knell for capitalist barbarism

and mark the harbinger of a new, human world. There -

have been too many unfinished revolutions, too many
revolutions turned into their opposite, for that illusion
to flourish. Mere “anti-imperialism” has too often been

perverted as a cover for neo-fascist counter-revolution- |

aries like Saddam Hussein and Ayatollah Khomeini to
launch: pre-emptive strikes against genuine revolution-
ary forces at home.

Instead, we need to soberly face the truth about
the depths of the present world stage of retrogres-
sion. Rulers have long used actual war to militarize
the minds of humanity. But what is new in 1991, and
makes the present moment far more dangerous, is
the objective ‘and ideological context in which the
militarization is taking place.

In the mid-1980s, Raya Dunayevskaya never stopped
calling our attention to what she called “the changed
world” which began with counter-revolution from with-
in the revolution in Grenada, which opened the door for
Reagan’s invasion. By 1986, that “changed world” al-
lowed ‘Reagan to launch his foray against Libya in the
Gulf of Sidra, and later with the bombing of Tripoli.
This became the ground for the outright barbarism
Bush has brought to fruition in the Middle East today.

Dunayevskaya insisted that her analysis of the objec-
tively “changed world” could not be separated from the
philosophic category she articulated with the 1982 pub-
lication of Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution— postoMa_rx Marx-
ism as a pejorative.” She saw a wide and growing gap

between the Marxism of Marx, and that of all post-

Marx Marxists, even the greatest of revolutionaries.
What is new in 1991 is the effort to smother any vi-
sion of a different, human future. Whether that effort
comes from the rulers’ drive to “militarize the mind” or
from wn:hm the Left itself—which has moved from a
concepé of a “self-limiting revolution” to one of “instead
of revolution”—it must be opposed. As Dunayevskaya
put it in 1987: “Such a deep retrogression demands
that, along with the economic and political tasks facing
us, we look for philosophic new beginnings.” That per-
spective has never been more urgent than it is today.

which goes through Marx and Lenin after  grappling
with Hegel “in and for himself’—with eyes of today.
In that way we reached beyond anything done by any
other Marxist. It is this, just this, which, at one and the
same time, led us to discover an affinity of ideas with
the greatest Third World theorist, Frantz Fanon, and
theoretical collaboration with East European revolution-
aries.

Philosophy and Revolution, nevertheless, was
worked out by us alone; while the independent Japa-
nese Marxists continued to operate on the level only of
state-capitalism, we were enabled—after 1968, in the
1970s when Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks were final-
ly published—to see there his “new moments” and thus
catch the historic continuity with Marx’s Marxism. This
prepared the ground for Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s
Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution by
critically looking at the revolutionary Marxists at the
highest historic turning points—Lenin in the Russian
Revolution and Luxzemburg in the Gérman Revolution
of 1919—as well as the new in our own age, including
the newest revolutionary force as Reason, Women’s Lib-
eration, not only as an Idea whose time has come but
as it has itself become a Movement.

Our slogan this year—“three books, not one’—de-
mands that we look at Marxism and Freedom and
Philosophy and Revolution not just as a recapitulation
of what it meant in the respective historic period, but
as that which makes them and the new work a single
totality. One of the critical new points in Marxist-Hu-
manism reached with the new book reiterates the point
that our theoretic contributions for the past three dec-
ades not only parallel the 30-year movement from prac-
tice but anticipate the future in the present. It is seen
also in the manner in which we reject the party-to-lead
concept. We do not stop at rejecting the party-to-lead
and accepting the committee-form for a new relation-
ship of theory to practice. It is true that this means we

go beyond Luxemburg also, who did raise the quintes-

sential point of socialist democracy after the conquest of
power but who still adhered to the Party.

But what is totally new is that we place philosophy of
revolution and not just committee-form as ground for
organization. In a word, we do not stop, as she did, with
full appreciation of the genius of the masses in action.
Rather, we deepen that with such a philosophic pene-
tration of that action of the masses that we call their
attitude not just force but Reason, and Reason means
the totality and new unification with the movement
from theory.

The fact is that many of us experienced the “pull”—
objective and subjective—for underlining the little pro-
noun, “its,” whenever we spoke of the new relationship
of theory to practice, beginning with its new Reason—
that is, the form of Reason we attributed to practice.
Thereby, we left out the over-riding significance of the
new meaning of practice as a form of theory, which the
movement from theory had attributed to it. A revolu-
tionary philosopher-organizer is no philosopher-king.
And anyone who fights on that ground contributes to

- the breakdown between theory and practice all over

again. Which is exactly why this time we accompanied

the words “individual respons1b1]1ty” with the phrase

“for the philosophy of Marxist-Humanism.”

Take this Summation as new beginning.... It does
mean that each one must look at him or herself in the
historic mirror of Marxist-Humanism rather than reduc-
ing it all to the “lowest common denominator.” There is
no “lowest common denominator” when each looks in
the historic mirror, because what is immediate in activi-
ty and what is universal and historic is the future in
the present. It is that which we must draw out in full,
precisely at this urgent nuclear moment when civiliza-
tion itself is threatened with extinction, while the idio-
cies of the capitalist ideologues are reflected in Time
magazine’s choice of a robot as their annual “Man of
the Year.”..

IV. THE FUTURE IN THE PRESENT

...Our theoretical contributions are by no means sim-
ply a parallel to the movement from practice. Just as
the N&L analysis of the Andropov phenomenon pointed
to that truth, so is it true of each of the three books
and the pamphlets that succeeded each other. In each
decade, the book moved beyond the “au courant”—that
is to say, it anticipated the future in the present, once
the movement from practice emerged as a form of theo-
ry itself. Thus, the new in Marxism and Freedom was
not just. state-capitalism but Marxist-Humanism. In a
word, it delved further into what was new and devel-
oped it theoretically to the point of philosophy. It is
high time for us to project that, just that. Until we do
so, the elitists will have it over us by sticking to the
Party towering over philosophy because supposedly ac-
tion is not within philosophy’s province but is the Par-
ty's province which thereby entitles one to “leadership”
over the masses.

Now that we have the Ethnological Notebooks of
Marx and see Marx as a totality, our activities as well
as writings prove themselves over three decades as the
basis for our challenge to all post-Marx Marxists. Be-
cause we caught the link of historic continuity with
Marx’s Marxism while participating in the events of 30
years which marked our age’s turning point in history,
“three books, not one” does not mean merely longevity.
Rather; any new adherents coming to Marxist-Human-
ism only now are likewise on that ground floor of
Marx’s Marxism which is challengmg all post-Marx
Marxists...

As against the way the attitude of Correspondence3
to theory was shown in deepening the division between
theory and practice—not only continuing the attacks on
the “Beria analysis” that appeared in the first issue for
many a further issue, but also, in the end, trying to
split Correspondence Committees themselves between
worker/intellectual/Black—News & Letters deepened
that unigque unity of worker and intellectual by having
as editors Charles Denby as well as Johnny Zupan.
That great forward step notwithstanding, we found that
N&L, too, until after Marxism and Freedom was final-
ly pubhshed often manifested ambivalence. on that uni-
ty of Theory/Practice. It is important, therefore, in
studying how N&L itself developed with each new theo-
retical work to see this both in the paper and in the
self-development of the members and the growth of the
organization. The new book, with its* challenge to post-
Marxist ‘Marxists, will give a still newer, -deeper and
more historic character to this deve]onment o
mce was the pubhcanon of Correspondence Commit-

tees from 1953-55, of which Dunayevskaya and C.L.R. James were co-
leaders.

[



MARCH, 1991

Page 11

From an American Youth

Every week on the California State Los Angeles cam-
pus there are several meetings, protests and discussions
where we have been attempting to show the world we
are not part of Bush’s America, but another very differ-
ent one. These events are a result of the fact that the
genocidal bombing against Iraq has crept—or leapt—
into every corner, every nook and cranny of our lives.
We . simply cannot accept subjecting ourselves  to the
militarism pervading the government, the media, indeed
the minds of so many. people around us.

The events have not merely been condemnations of
the “new world order,” the non-freedom Bush is meting

whether at the rallies, teach-ins or planning meetings. Tt
is no secondary point to note that many new friendships
have been sown. But while some of the students have
been intent on participating as much as possible, feed-
ing off the energy we seem to keep regeneratmg, others
have not. Many, others, while against the war, maintain
a “safe. distance” from all the activities. Why 1 1s this?

lot about a Black student who spoke to us during one
of the rallies. He sald “I'm_against the war, and I like
the protests, but. T've got a brother and a cousin in Sau-

time soon, S0 where is. this rally going to get us?”’

A’ Palestinian - student,
- during a meeting ‘where
| we were debating wheth-
er to hold a study group
every week or'just do
pure activism, said: “We
need something to keep
-us -alive, something to.
{ feed ourselves with.
These rallies are not by
themselves going to stop
the war. When we talk to
each other, will we just

"to the
barbarism

of war we
pose the
1ew society™4
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we just run from one activity to the next without think-
ing about where we’re headed?”

Both of these comments can help us In answering the
difficult question of how the movement can grow, be
cause they suggest a self-critique is necessary. Look, for
example, at those of us who have been active since day
one against this barbarism, a group of about 15 women
and men. We have our backs up against the wall. With
so much activity, it gets harder every day to keep up
with our work and school schedules.

Rather than getting burned:out and expecting our
“ranks” to be replenished, how can we show the
“long road to freedom” can be sustained by all of us

abolish future human butchery? ;

Bush has succeeded in mobilizing this country for the
war with all his high-tech talk, Orwellian language and
tight control of news sources. The very fact that Hus-
sein is a fascist makes it “easy” for Bush to convince—
or at least confuise—many youth about the nature of
U.S. ambitions, playing our government off as the very
embodiment of freedom.

If, in the months ahead, Bush succeeds in his effort
to extend U.S. hegemony throughout the Middle East
as never before, if he gets control of the oil he so thirsts
for, sets up his much sought-after military bases, and if
the anti-war movement cannot stop this madness, will
we be left standing cold, waiting like sub-humans for
the next war to break out? I can’t help but answer that
“in the negative, because not to do so means accepting

" the intellectual and moral wasteland we live in as our
permanent future without having a fundamental opposi-
tion to it.

The needed critical-practical activity we have begun
to engage in can enable us to work out what it means

what dialectics is, as worked out by Marx in his day
and ‘'by Raya Dunayevskaya from the 19505 to the
' 1980s. With such’ a serious attitude towards ideas, per-
haps we can begin, at one and the same time, to bring
the troops home and see the movement as a positive
step toward a new society very different from these un-
civilized Umted States. —Mitch Weerth

From a Kurdish revolutionary

There are tremendous pressures on Kurds in Iraq.
Many Kurdish fighters fled as soon as they sensed that
the two governments (Iraq and Iran) were going to co-
operate. I am sure in their meetings, Iran is pressuring
the Iraqis to hand. over the Kurdish activists. Some
Kurdish fighters who were in Iraq are now stuck be-
tween Iran and Iraq after the rapprochement, without
any way to get out. Also because of the bombings of
Kurds by the Turkish government, many have had to
flee to Iran. After the chemical attacks on Kurds by the
Iraqi government, over 100,000 fled to Turkey. They are
in refugee camps and these camps have been sealed. In
the midst of this Ozal (the Turkish Prime Minister) is
saying that the laws banning the speaking of Kurdish
are going to be annulled because they are “anachronis-

tic”! Yet we hear about massive arrests.

The Kurds have always been the Achilles heel of any
movement in the Middle East. We are the ones who
wake up the historic memory of the rest of the people
in the region. Arab Nationalism against Western imperi-
alism is threatened by the pull of Saddam Hussein and

out. There has also been an exciting flow of new ideas, -

_In our “anti-war study/discussion group” we talked a.

di Arabia. It doesn’t look like they re coming back any g

for the time it’s going to take to end this war and

to fight for freedom today. That's' my understanding of

NEWS & LETTERS

by religious fundamentalism. The Kurds are key to
turning this around.

In the aftermath of the 1917 Revolution, the strategic
position of the Kurdish nation became much more im-
portant. This is because the struggle for self-determina-
tion has been a permanent feature of the Kurds. There
has been some talk that if the current Ba’thist regime
of Iraq is destroyed the Kurds might set up their own

. government; ‘But both Iran and Turkey have warned

the Kurds that they will enter Iraq and prevent such a
development; What makes the struggle much more diffi-
cult is that in the last decade the Kurdish areas have

: been vastly militarized.

+In Iran last month a number- of Kurdlsh Democratlc
Party (KDP) activists were executed. News of this has
been silenced by the thunder of war. It is very ironic
that- Iran’s gevernment talks of peace and the dangers
of war. These are the same people who assassinated
Qassimlu—the head of the KDP—last year in Austria.
Ozal’s trip to Teheran, and Velayati's trlp to Turkey,

““did not openly dsscuss the: Kurds, but it is obvious that

all these governments want to make sure that in case
Saddam ‘is overthrown the Kurds should be given no
\chance to raise: their demand for self-determination.

—A.. Shapole

From an Iragi woman

Last summer when I saw the first wave of American
soldiers being sent to Saudi Arabia saying goodbye to
their .families, I cried to see the little ichildren hanging
on to their fathers. Then came the first bombings on
.Baghdad. When I thought about my family, when I
thought. about my nephews who are on the other side, 1
cried. I cried for a country I left, for a people I love, the
the family I left behind.

When 1 watch the Pentagon brleﬁng it’s a Ninten-

. -do game, void of humanity. It’s not killing people, it’s

“collateral damage.” We are stripped of our human
nature, but we get used to it. Don’t get used to it.
Fight it! There are humans being killed there.

We were shocked to see the pictures from the shelter.
We don’t hear anything about the Iraqi soldiers who
were killed in masses, in thousands. Only three weeks
ago they were students sitting in their classes. They did
not volunteer to go to war. They did not elect their
president. They were dragged into it. They had eight
years of war. They had only 14 months to breathe, yet
they get another punishment, from in and from out.

The suffering of the Iraqis is endless. The state of liv-
ing whether you are a civilian or a soldier is very bad
there. Since August T have not heard a word from my
family. Where are they? Are they alive? Are they dead?

Since January, over 80,000 sorties have been sent
over Iraq. When we saw the first missile over Tel-
Aviv, it was devastating what just one missile did.
Can we imagine what 80,000 sorties does? What are
we doing? Why do we have to strip ourselves from
our humanity?

One of my many American friends wrote me a letter.
He wrote, “A handful of stubborn bullies threatening
the existence of people you love, places that delighted

e

-Nationally/Internationally: voices from the anti-war movement -

you, the country that nurtured you, increases the moral
rot and social injustice of the society that holds you.
Surely human civilization will not be destroyed in the
same river valley where it began, but civility was assas-
sinated before the bombers flew. I try but Ncannot im-
agine how the conflict tears you. I do knowI?that in the
same fundamental way, you and I are united in sorrow.”

~—Iraqi-American woman

From a Black woman resister

A couple of years ago, something said to me, take this
name—Azania—because it means “struggle.” 1 am an
African-American woman trying to survive. I'm married
and have a 12-year-old daughter. I joined the army to
help with my student loans, so I wouldn’t be so poor.
My recruiter told me we would never go to war. I
couldn’t conceive of war. All I wanted was peace. But if 4~
you know the history of your government, you know the
history of its oppression of other countries.

I always hated the military because it was so discrim-
inatory. The drill sergeants treated us inhumanly. They
said awful things an§ made sexual innuendos. There

" were sexist marching |cadences. Often in basic training

there was better treatiment of officers than of the ranks.
Why should you have to salute an officer? Why aren’t
they saluting me? I'm just as good a person.

On the training missions, the officers stayed in heated
dormitories with bathrooms; we were in huts where we
had to find plastic to|cover holes to keep out the cold,
and we had to walk d$wn the road to our outhouse.

As African-Aineri(t:;.ns, we have more of a proud
history of dying for this. country than resisting it. It’s
time for that to stop. How can we have patriotism

‘toward a country that wants to destroy us? Our edu-

cation is lower than whites. They crowd us into our
schools. They spend money on the military rather
than on social programs that could help us attain a
higher standard of llvmg for Blacks and all poor

‘people. We’re defending their right to oppress -us!

This country has done a lot to brainwash us. They
tell us we have a stake in the country, that we cafl
achieve what they ha’ve. It’s not true.

Sarcia DeToles and|I applied for conscientious objec-
tor status on Dec. 19./The process can take six months.
Our unit can be deployed, but we must finish the con-
scientious objector application wherever we are, even if
that’s in Saudi Arabia without lawyers and witnesses.
People are being court-martialled first, then discharged
administratively—which is a bad discharge. Most "are
people who don’t havb any kind of criminal record, so

- the government is no:i'gomg to come down on them and

toss them in jail. It would look bad. For example, Jeff
Paterson was court-mgrtialled and they gave him an ad-
ministrative discharge| in the middle of his court-mar-
tial. But we are Afro-Americans and there are two sys-
tems of justice, one Black and one white.

Sarcia DeToles and|I would be court-martialled if we
refuse to fight. There’s no way they would give us con-
scientious objector status and let us go.  But there
comes a point when you have to make a stand. I'll al-
ways speak out against war. —Azania Howse

From student mobilizations

Chicago, I1i. —dn Feb. 21, over 700 people rallied,!
in Chicago to mark the anniversary of the assassination
of Malcolm X and to protest the war in the Middle
East as part of a nafion-wide mobilization of students
and youth.

Students from hlgb schools and college campuses
marched through the Loop and protested at the Pan
Am building against t}men' racist policy of refusing to al-
low Iraqi nationals to fly on their planes. We stopped to
demonstrate at the dhlcago Tribune against their bi-
ased reporting of the war and anti-war movement.

A striking New York Daily News worker spoke out
against the Tribune Company and their attempt to
break his union. He related this to the war in the
Gulf by saying, “It is workers who pay for the wars
in their taxes and blood.”

One demonstrator was so disgusted by ‘a pro-war mes-
sage that the top-40 radio station “Z95” has been airing
that he painted a huge banner that read, “No War
Hype! Boycott Z95!" He said he thought the radio sta-
tion was sending “the worst possible kind of message”
to youth. “It says all U.S. wars have been honorable,”
he said. “It tries to appeal to a good thing like standing
up to a bully. But unfortunately it really tells people to
stand up for the U.S. empire.” —Jim Guthrie 1

New York, N.Y.—In one of the most militant
anti-war demonstrations in New York since the bomb-
ing began, 3-5,000 high school and college students—
Black, white and Latino—took to the streets Feb. 21.
The demonstration was part of the “International Day
of Student and Youth Mobilization,” and also marked
the anniversary of Malcolm X’s assassination in 1965.
As well, New York students tied stopping the war to

fighting the horrendous budget cuts and tuition increas-

es city high school and City/State University students
are facing.

The specter of even -deeper school budget cuts an-
gered so many at this march not only because they seg.
money going to war, not education, but also because
some of their friends could die in their efforts to earn
tuition through the one avenue this society now holds
open to everyone—the military. The march went from
Federal Plaza to the World Trade center—where Gover-
nor Cuomo, sponsor of the ‘education cuts, has an of-
fice—to Wall Street and City Hall. — Laurie Cashdan
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Our Life and Times

by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes

On Feb. 18, in the midst of his frenetic efforts to mie- ;

diate the Perslan Gulf war, Gorbachev submitted a
~ “free. market” oriented austemt} plan to the n‘monai

Parliament. It calls for a 60% price hike for virtuall
commodities, including basic life necessities QuLh as
food. Gorbachev. promises that 85% of the increases wii
be made up by wage and pension increases. But even if
he is to be taken at his word, itsélf a highly dubious

proposmon this would still' mean an immediate 10% .

drop in the already miserable hvmg stanuards of the
" masses.

The response was 1mmed1ate and deafenmg and

not only from rival politicians such as Boris Yeltsin.
Miners in the huge Donbass coal regien of the
Ukraire showed the class nature of the opposition te

~# austerity when they stated that they needed a 16¢%

wage increase just to survive at the old prices! If
their demands were not met, the miners promised to
go on strike in March, threatening tc cripple the
economy, as they had in 1989. Gorbachev’s own pre-

emptive response was made. three weeks earlier. Be- -

ginning Feb. 1, joint poﬁce-mih‘tarv natrols were or-

Gorbachev’ s crumblmg emplre

" dered into hundreds of cities for the purpose -of
“strengthening social order.”

Gorbachev and his new hard-line leadership have al-
ready cracked dewn in the Baltics. T hey have also
moved to curb the independent press and television,
drawing back from the glusnost policies of 1988-00. Will
a blocdy confrontation with the working class be next?

Ahhuugh tco cften stubbornly clingitig to  illusions
about “free market” capitalism, even after seeing its re-
sulis in Poland and elsewhere in 1990-91, the democtiat--
ic oppesition at the same time constitutes a potential
force which could undermine or even eventually topple
the regime. In some respects, Gorbachev's turn to the
military is a sign not of strength, but of weakness. Even

the military is in deep disarray, not only because of Af- .-
: g}iamstan the pullback from Eastern Europe and mas-

sive draft evasion, but also because of other forms of in-.

" ternal dissension. -

One sign of the internal confhct is that no less:.
than 7,000 soldiers died in 1990 in what the. state-
capitalist bureaucrats term noncombat situations.”
Many of the dead soldiers are ‘from ethnic minority
groups, victims of racist officers. Others were killed
for opposing. military repressmn in the Caucasus.

~would be ‘lirrelevant,”

These deaths are almost always descnbed to families

. as accidents or suicides. Recently, however, a nation-

wide group, the Committee of Soldiers’ Mothers, has
organized to uncover and protest these outrages. ‘

- In the Baltics, despite- intimidation and murder by .

the army and the security forces, there-is no sign‘ of

weskening. Although Gorbachev- saxd that such a vote .

84% of Lithuanian voters turned
out on Feb. 9 approving a referendum on. independence

by a resounding 90%. That total included many ethnic

Russians and Poles as well as majority ethnic Lithuani-

‘ans.
One response by Gorbachev was. to promote his Inte-’

rior (Police) Minister Boris Pugo from KGB major gen-
eral to colonel general. Pugo’s new stripes are stained
with the blood of 14 Lithuanians and four Latvians
which his Black Beret shock troops k1_lled in January.

" That type of repressive action appears to be the fu-
ture whi¢h Gorbachev-and his co-leaders have in mind,
not only. for ethnic minorities, but also for workers and

. intellectuals’ who continue to .challenge his moves to-

ward austerity and reconsohdatlon of Party -Police-Mili-
tary rule

Albama S dlctatorsh:p on the ropes -

Four people were killed in Albania’s capital of Tirana,
Feb. 22, as. protests- escalated against the Communist

" govérnment. President Ramiz ‘Alia was forced to name a *
new government with eccnomist Fatos' Nano as p*lme

mxmster Alia plans to remaii as presléem .
A’ strike was begun by students in Tirana in early

Februaz'y and joined’ mid-month by nearly all of ‘Alban-
-“ia’s *10,000 students. - Alia’ agreed then to meet some of -

the students’” demands for beiter campus living, but re-
. jected the political demands, including dismissal of cabi-
net ministers, removal of late dictator Enver Hoxha's

name from the main university by Tirana, and an end to.

lectures on party ideclogy.

.Albania—ruled for four brutal decades in nearly»_

total iselation by Hoxha—has begun its own. experi-
"ence of the movements that swept East Europe in
--1989. Mass demonstrations broke out in December. A
. number - of opposition. groups and papers have ap-
peared, and Aha was forced to arrange for electlons
March 31.
Decrees to cnpple labor strikes were passed but have
been ignored by workers. The rulérs have lost all grip
on Albania’s moribund econcmy. They became so dis-

turbed by the growing mass unrest that they rushed to.

pass laws p}’otectlng pubhc monumets, after a wave of
- attacks on the likenesses of Hoxha. -

Warkers as wéll as students havée decided not te wait

for elections -or meaningless reforms. Bus drivers in Tir-~ .

ana-and two other cities struck for better pay and work-
ing conditiens, against appeals by Communist and oppo-
sition parties to hold eff strikes until May. Coal miners
struck earlier, in January, and won significant improve-
ments in pay and working ‘conditions. And reportedly
1,200 workers at a Tirana factory, and another 15,000 in
Kavsje, signed petitions supporting the students. .

Nuclear accident in Japan

The worst accident .in the history of Japan’s nuclear

power industry cccurred on Feb. 9. It has reintensified

the anti-nuclear movement’s opposi ition to
ment’s campaign, stepped-up since the Persi:

The accident occurred in a 18-year-old
the Mihama power plant, near Kyoto. A b
released radioactive water, contaminating

the steam generator. Afier initial denial

“ confirmed' there had been-a release of rad
the plant. Operators admitted they waited
hour before shutting down the plant.

As recently as December, a government |
that over 90% of Japanese are coneerned
safety of the nuclear industry; less than 50
increasing reliance on nuclear power; and ¢
more than 10% believe what the govemment
nuclear issues.
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Albanian -demonstrators toppled the statue of Enver
Hoxha, the Stalinist dictator who ruled for 41 years
until his death in 1985. g

Discontent in Colomb:a

A Constituent” Assembly, the first in a century in Co- -
lombia, has begun its feliberations. Although voting for
the Assembly last December was marked by ‘a siall
turnout, the Colombian political establishment was
stunned when Navarro Wolf, former leader of the M-19
guerrilla group, received the largest number of votes for’
any single candidate, making him President of the As-
sembly. Wolf's party, composed of former M-19 guerril- °
las and with strong support among youth, won 19 seats
in the 73-member Assembly. Lo

Voters were apparently backing the group’s call
for radical changes in Colombia’s political .-and social
system, long dominated by two corrupt established
parties, the Liberals and the Conservatives. The mili-
tary, the U.S. government and other conservative in-
terests have been watching these events with alarm.
So far the U.S. has said little, but the American me-
dia has continued their usual propagandistic reports
which link the guerrillas to the drug barons, while it
is well known the drug lords have their closest ties
to the military-political establishment.-

The Colombian army has expressed its anger and
frustration at the pro-M-19 vote by launching a bloody
campaign against the largest remaining leftist guerrilla
group, the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces

: (FARC), at the very time when FARC was also consid-

ering the idea of joining the M-19 group in above-
ground pohtlcs

- Chinese protesters jalled

. During; the past three months, China’s rulers began

2 and condluded the staged trials ‘of nearly 90 intellectuals'
* who participated in’the 1989 Tiananmen. protests Re-

-portedly 69 were released for showing soine “contrition”’;
another 18 were Sentenced. The latter include: :
Ren Wandmg, participant 'in . the. 1978-79 Beumg

-Spring ovement” and supposed ‘instigator . of 1989 stu-’
dent movement—: years in prison.
. .Guo Haifeng, student—4 years. g .

"Bdo Zunxin, historian, researcher veteran of Beljmg
Spring—3 years. S

- Yao Junling—2 years. - :

Liu Gang, on pelice list- of 21 mest wanted students

. "put in solitary for conducting fellow pnsoners m smgmg a
.the “Internationale”—6- years. ‘

Wang Dan, first on list of 21 most wanted students—:

4 years.

Chen - Ziming and Wang Juntao, veterans of the 1976

Tiananmen protests now charged with' “no willingness"
to repent’ for “serious crimes” ﬁ'om the 1989 Tianan-
men protésts—13 years.

These so-called -trials do not touch upon- the thou-
"sands of workers already sent to- prison or forced labor

camps. Noz do they include “‘ordinary” citizens such as

:Xiao Bin who was sentenced to 10 years in prison for -
statements he made to foreign . journalists -after June .

1989. Nown do they touch  upon the many workers and
unemployed youth who were arrested and summarily

executed shortly after the June 4, 1989 bloody country- ‘

w1de crackdown. -

~Terror in EI Salvador

Rxght wmg rmhtary death squads are unleashmg ter- i
“ror campaigns in El Salvador on an. alarming scale. of

intensity, at a time when the Bush. administration has
renewed military aid of $42.5 million. '

Human, rights - groups reported-that the’ US -backed

Salvadoran military was responsible for the murder of
15 civilians, all from one family, in January. Supposedly

‘the murder was a retaliation by the army for a battle in

El Zapote in 1989. The mass murder was committed
onty weeks after Bush gave the green: light to releasing
military aid.

Bush hias a clear track record on not being influ-
enced by civilian deaths. Before the slaughter of ci-
vilians in the Baghdad bomb shelter, there was the
invasion of Panama when U.S. forces levelled El
Chorrillo, the poor neighborhood near Noriega’s
headquarters. The number of deaths have not yet
been established, but they are well into the hun-
dreds. = ,

The death squads are also trying to influence the leg-
islative ' elections -scheduled for March. Recently they
carried out the grenade bombing of a left opposition
party office and the machete slaying of an opposition
candidate’s nephew. Protests have been organized

"against the death squads and against the complicity of

the Cristiani government in condoning the killings.

Letter from Nucaragua

Editor’s note: On the eve of the first anniversary of the
electoral defeat of the Sandinistas in Nicaragua, we re-
ceived a letter from a Nicaraguan woman about life under -
the Chamorro government. Below.we print excerpts.

. Managua, Nicaragua—Many people live very
well in nice houses they rent. They didn’t have to find
iand to build a house, but many have now received no-
tice that the owners are geing to sell the houses. The
Sandinista government gave us the land to build our
house 'irt 'a central location. There are nearby hospitals,.
pharmacies, parks, child care center and transportation.
The neighborhood has 300 people and never received
assistance like others have. We have water and Olectrzc=
ity, though not dramags

What worries us is that the CO"\Mao move drouvd
freely. Last night we were very frightened because we
haven’t put in the roof yet, and at midnight we heard
the sound of an AKA raining bullets in the street. Ac-
cording to the Contras, they will hold the civilian popu-
lation hoestage until they get the changes they want in

life after Sandinistas |

authority over the military (the Sandinista Popular
Army, “EPS”).

This year at the umversxty there is a blg problem get-
ting the fees paid for students without resources. The
new government has reduced aid, and few high school

graduates can now enter the university, only those with

grades of 90.

Our standard of hvmg is very dehcate since the gold
cordoba was devalued. Working people had their wages
frozen after the last strike, and supposedly the gold cor-
doba was: to be on a par with the dollar, but now it has
been devalied to three cordobas to a dollar.

The mothers of the martyrs and soldiers of the revo- .

lution are protesting in front of the Presidential House,
and will have a hunger strike if the government doesn’t
listen to their demands. The protesters have been in the
plaza for @ month-and-a-half, and for the last few days
the police declared the plaza closed and cut off the

-water. Ngw thie heaith care workers are going on strike.

Their sah#nes are very low. A docter earns 300 gold cor-
dobas a- month ,
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