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‘Human Power is its own end’—Marx

AFL-CIO

redbaltmg

by Felix Martin, Labor Editor
1 couldn’t stand conservative former AFL-CIO Presi-

. .dént George Meany. Current President Lane Kirkland 1

can stand even less. They were and are the enemies of
every . rank-and-file working man and ~woman in thls

country. -
- Kirkland: came out and attacked the unions that were
.participating in the April 25 demonstrations against
. ‘President Reagan’s policies in Central America and

South Africa—because. he agrees with what Ronny

- Reagan the strike-breaker and world outlaw is doing all
over the globe!
A UNION ON REAGAN’ S SIDE
1 am not:a bit surprised. What else can we expect'
‘“from”a right-wing president of the AFL-CIO, who stood
: by silently while President Reagan destroyed the PAT- -
~.»CO ‘union in 1981, opening the floodgates for the two- :
- tier ‘wage system and all the takebacks that have
robbed workers of all we gained in struggle towards a -

decent wage and living standard over the last 50 years? -
.. I kmow that Kirkland and these other conservative
‘labor. leaders are afraid of a new labor movement in
this country. That’s- why they’re recommissioning

" their old weapons, taking them out of mothballs—

like calling unions and workers who disagree with
their reactlonary line “Communists” and "Commu-

- nist dupes.”
. They want: to bring back the McCarthylsm of the :
19505 when the CIO expelled 11 militant unions on the

grounds that they were dominated by Communists.
They were expelling what was left of the real labor

" movement, so that the CIO could merge with the AFL

in 1955. The union movement has gone downhill ever
since. )

-1 used to get called a “Communist” in the plant. I
learned to see that if they called you a “Communist,” it

meant you were a fighter and you were getting to them.

(continued on page 3)

*Str‘uggles i
in the
Delta -

by Lou Turner

“If ever America undergoes. great. revolutions they wdl be, .

brought about by the presence of the black race on the soil

- of the United States: that-is to say, they will owe their. ori--

gin, not to the equality, but to the inequality of condition.”
—Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America

© . Mississippi, along with Alabama, is at once identified
- with the Civil Rights Movement of ‘the .1960s and stig-

matized in the 1980s as’ a virtual Third World within -

“this “richest land in the world.” As against Alabama,

“economic development, when it has come to Mississippi,

"~ “has followed a more labor-intensive path. The hot-house
style growth of the budding catfish industry in the Del-

ta is an unmistakable signpost along this path.

Despite this, Mississippi’s rootedness in the economic .
. remains of its once despotic cotton culture continues to

exert its hold, though share-cropping has long since dis-
appeared. And now that the South’s uneven course of
development has moved it toward larger agricultural
and " industrial units of production, “a readjustment .of

:thé social structure” has brought about “political strug-

gles of an advanced character.”* Therefore; it is no acci-
‘dent that the discussions I had when I traveled through

“Mississippi in- April “elicited the revolutionary, human
factor that continues to emerge from this economic

framework.

~ That is why behind the immediate question of Black
civil rights lies the social foundation upon which the
" backward state of those rights arose and maintained it- :
_ self, a foundation that can develop now only at the risk
" of changing the social structure. Although every place T-

went in the South revealed this, as against what we are

fed in the media, it is the ever- developmg creativity of

the human struggle that I found in the Mississippi Del-

" ta, in Tunica and Indianola, that truly highlighted it.

(continued on page 6)

*See. Raya Dumyevskayas 1944 and 1946 analyses of the Black dimen:
sion in the political economy of the South in “Marxism and the Negro

E Problem,” #259-270 and #286-295, in the Marnst-ﬂumamst Archives.
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"who will control the farms...
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East Europe’s masses demand a
radical openness from below

by Urszula Wislanka

One year after the Chernobyl nuclear reactor disaster,
. a long radioactive shadow still hangs over. the Ukraine

and East Europe. Despite Gorbachev’s “glasnost” (open-

ness) and the policy makers’ claim that the incident is

over—the less  damaged nuclear reactors are. being put
back into production; nuclear plans are going full speed

-ahead; and, after all, “healthy” babies are being born in

Kiev—the future ramifications remain within the earth’s

r Free fMos.es Mayekiso! 1

- Moses Mayekiso, General Secretary of the Metal and
Allied” Workers’ Union. (MAWU) and chairman of the
Alexandra Township Action Committee, has been

charged with high treason by the racist apartheid Botha
regime in South Africa. On April 22 Mayekiso and four

other Alexandra Township activists—Mzwanele Mayeki-

- 80 (Moses’ brother), Paul Tshabalala, Richard Mdakane,

and ' Obed Bapela—were brought before a judge and
presented ‘with ‘a 160-page indictment. which  included

.charges of high treason, subversion- and sedition. The-

five could face the death pena]ty. Moses Mayekiso has
been held incommunicado in prison since June. 14,

1986—in solitary conﬁnement, and with a 24-hour hght

on in his cell.

The state charged that the five Alexandra activists

sought to “overthrow, usurp or endanger the author-
ity of the state, with seditious intent to defy or sub-
vert-the authority of the state.”” The South African

paper, Weekly Mail, described the case as the “first
- in South Africa where people were charged with
treason for running people’s courts, street, block and

area committees, and for forming an action commit-
tee.” The charge describes these organizations as
“organs of people’s power,” and singles out the rent
‘boycott as proof of treason.

The indictment aceuses them' of plottmg to seize con-
trol of Alexandra or “render the area ungovernable by
the state.” Perhaps they are referring to the mass upris-
ing there in February 1986, in which 60,000 residents at-

- tacked -police forces. after a police assault on a funeral.

Or perhaps 'they remiember the self-mobilization of Alex-
andra residents; their creation of .the Alexandra Youth

Congress, the ‘Alexandra  Women’s Orga.mzatlon, the
- Alexandra Action Committee.
There is no doubt that Alexandra was——and is—in re-

volt against the Botha apartheid regime, that it is “un-
governable.” The state knows very well that the mass
revolt-is no plot by these five activists. In threatening
them  with the death penalty, however, they- have

* sought to silence some of the most profoundly revolu-
tionary voices to emerge from within the Black trade

union and. Black township struggles.

Moses Mayekiso’s unequivocal vision of a socialist
South Africa challenges all the political organiza-
tions within the movement. In critiquing the African
National Congress’s “Freedom Charter” he declared:
“We need a workers’™ charter that will say clearly
the factories, the mines.
There must be a change of the whole society...
Through. the shop stewards councils people are op-
posed to the idea that there will be two stages to-
ward liberation... It’s a waste of time, a waste of en-
ergy, and a waste of people’s blood.”

The state has set the trial for Aug. 3 in Rand Su-
preme Court. We appeal to all our readers to protest.
Free Moses Mayekzso and his co-defendants! -

--chhael Connolly

-s0il, the crops eaten, lndeed in the bodies - of the

Ukrainian and East' European peoples, and most espe-
cially in their consciousness. -

At the same time, the “fallout” is not limited to radi-
oactivity. The economy in all of East Europe is falling
apart. Constant price rises, shortages of the most basic
consumer goods (and therefore long lines in stores), bor-
rowing more from Western banks, all leading to further

- austerity measures—this. is the cycle of the deep, per-

petual crisis,

This economy and the nuclear disaster have helped
give rise to new activities for freedom in East Europe.
The real contradictions of life and labor being faced and

~acted upon by masses. in three East European countries
- today-——Yugoslavia, Hungary and Poland—can give us a
- measure of these new activities from below, in contrast :

to Gorbachev’s glasnost from above. .
YUGOSLAVIA: WILDCAT STRIKES

In Yugoslavia ° ‘workers’ control,’ ,”.a form of “democra-
cy” from above, has been in effect for the last 30 years.
That workers do not feel‘in control is seen in the num-

" ber of strikes. In 1986 more than 80,000 workers took

part in 800 wildcats. In- March of this year, by the Yu-
goslav government’s own conservative estimate, 10,000
workers came out in 70 -different strikes to oppose a

. wage freeze, a rolling back of wages to last year’s levels

and pegging future wage increases to increases in prod-
uctivity (steps taken to “deal” with inflation and rising
foreign debt). The government of the state where work-
ers supposedly have control of the factories.is threaten-
ing to call in the army against them!

Omne Yugoslav dissident intellectual told us: “You
have a lot of strikes, a huge number of strikes. These
strikes are not centralized. ‘They are what you would
call wildcat strikes, simply workers in one particular
enterprise get mad and walk out. The number  of
strikes so far in 1987 is double that of 1986. In
March, Prime Minister Nikolic wanted to eat hinch in
a restaurant. in Slovenia, but everybody was on
strike. They tried to persuade the workers to at least
serve lunch to the Prime Minister but they refused.
Where there are strikes, they are not allowed to or-
ganize, to join forces with other groups of workers.
In most cases the grievance is that the government
takes so many taxes from the enterpnse that the
workers receive nothing.

“The government 'keeps its own huge apparatus
What was supposed to be self-government for culture,
science; health care; etc., all became bureaucratized and
professmnahzed—-and one has to pay for all the employ-
ees who sit in this bureaucracy Out of five or six mil-
lion workers, one-fifth sit in offices and do ‘nothing.

" Workers are angry because these. people have cons1dera- i

bly higher salaries than they have.”

~ HUNGARY: 30 YEARS AFTER

THE REVOLUTION n

Since the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, Communist
Party boss Kadar’s counter-revolutlonary answer has
been a little consumerism. Now Hungarians, too, are ex-
periencing the shortages so familiar to other East Euro-

-peans. (The most recent shortage is of ‘toilet paper,

brought on by lack of foreign currency and resultant
cutbacks in imports. Hungary’s domestic production can
only cover 60% of its toilet paper demand.) -

That consumerism has failed to buy off the society is
witnessed by the persistent dissident movement. Since
the early 1970s people opposing the government have
been holding demonstrations on March 15 to commemeo-
rate the 1848 revBlution. This March 15, 2,000 mostly -
young demonstrators gathered at the monument of San-
dor Petofi- chanting from his poem: “We will not be en-

- slaved any longer!” (It was the Petofi Circle that‘was‘a

(continued on page 8)
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The challenge to end sexual harassment

by Suzanne Casey

: On”Aprily“24, 200 student demonstratore at Princeton’
“University held a.Take Back the Night march through

the campus, stopping at nine sites where acts ofsexual
violence had been reported. As they walked past the

.. college éating clubs, where a woman student had recent-
-1y ‘been sexually harassed and then disciplined for “ver-
~bal disrespect” when she fought back, they were jeered

by male undergraduates, one of whom was arrested and
charged with lewdness. On April 28, 600 demonstrators

~ demanded immediate action by the university against

sexual harassment on campus.
While the problem of sexual harassment is not a new-

- _-one, it has become so widespread in our society that
. even conservative statistics show that at least 40% of
-~ working women have been subjected to some form of

*‘géxual-harassment. This harassment-is not only found;
~-as some would have us believe, in factories and 'coal
. mines. It haunts the halls of universities, hospitals and -
~~even Wall Street. Nor is it limited to physical advances.

* With the economy forcing more snd more women into -

oo full-time employment, sexual harassment has-become so

‘. -objective - that even the Reagan Supreme  Court’ was
- forced to recognize it as a form of ‘sexual discrimination
~for which employers can legally be held responsible.

When N&Lreported on the first Michigan Dept. of

“Labor hearings on sexual harassment in 1979,
. brought  about by demands of the women’s move-
‘- ment, “all :who' attended were : overwhelmed by the -

outpourings of -horror stories and the anguish of

S ~women workers who testified. (See N&L,June 1979.)

The roots. of sexual harassment lie deep in our socie-

S ty. In the U.S, they can be traced back to the era of
= chattel slavery, when the white plantation owner—and
.+ often any white . man—conSIdered it his pnvx]ege to sex-

" ually abuse Black slave women. :

| MARX’S VIEW OF THE FAMILY _

The solution to this problem requires a delving deep

- into the Man/Woman- relationship which so absorbed
* “Marx in the studies of his last decade. For Marx, chat-
. tel slavery was bound up with" the man "as patriarch-of

the family, dating back to ancient. Greece and Rome.
Marx pointed out that the word “family” (familus) orig-

‘  inated as the ‘Roman expression for the number of -

slaves a man owned, and also held woman’s status as

~‘domestic servant implicit in it.*

But when women left the servitude of the home

& “with the dawn of capitalism, they ‘were agaih expo- =
'+ sed to constant threats of sexual harassment and as-

" sault; In the U.S., New ‘England mill girls in the
v *See “Mark’s “New Humamsm and. the ‘Dialectics. of Wornen’s Libera-

‘7 ~tion- ih’ Primitive and Modern' Societies,” by . Rays Dunayevskaya in
. Prms Intematlonal, dJan. 1984

Women-
Worldwide

| ,fArgentline women demand justice

At the same moment the Argentine government
‘is. desperately seeking ways to give amnesty to those in
_the army. accused of human rights violations that left

over 9,000 murdered ~and . 30,000 “disappeared,” the
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo brought 8,000 supporters

. into the Plaza April 30 to demand “justice without com-
~promise.” That date is 10 years from their first demon-

stration, when 14 ‘women, with photos of their missing

_children or hiisbands pinned' to their scarves, marched
‘against the junta demanding their families’ return.

This April 30, hundreds: of thousands of white scarves
reading “Jail to the Killers,” sent and signed by sup-
‘porters worldwide, were tied end to ‘end and crisscrossed
the Plaza ‘de Mayo, blowing in the wind. Huge banners
read: “We will not pardon. We will not forget.”

- Juanita de ‘Pargament, a 72-year-old founder of the
Mothers. of the Plaza de Mayo had- this to say about
what she has been fighting for these past 10 years:

..we are hoping all will be better in this country se the

—yonth can -dissent ‘and not disappeas. We seek liberty

without . having to fear for our‘lives. That's what our
struggle brings to our country .

In Iceland’s general election April 25, the leftist,
feminist party, Women’s Alliance, doubled their number

- of parhamentary seats to six, giving them the balance of

power in negotiations to form a new government. Wom-
en’s Alliance representatives said their price for organiz-
ing a new governement would include higher pay for

women and unproved social services.
* % ¥k

- On the heels of mlhtant demonstratlons against

Pope John Paul II during his visit to West Germany, 29

- leaders. from U.S. secular and religious women’s organi-

zations announced plans for protests during the Pope’s
fall visit to the U.S: An ongoing protest will be held at

‘the Vatican Embassy in° Washington, D.C. from Aug.
26—Wotmen’s Equahty Day—-to Sept. 19, when the.

Pope ends his U.S. visit in Detroit. On that day a major
“Women’s Response Rally” in Detroit will challenge the:
church’s position on: right-to dissent in the church, or-
dination of women, abortlon, women’s rights and gay

’ rights.

,18309—-g1rls as young as 12—-were sohclted by mill

‘owners and foremen under threat. of losing their

jobs. 1 was shocked to learn that Louisa May Alcott,

author of Little Women , wrote a newspaper story in
1874 on her own sexual harassment at age 18 when
she was employed as a comipanion to the sister of a

man whose sexual advances she eventually fought

off by brandishing a scrub brush.

While Louisa- May Alcott had to brandish a scrub
‘brush alone, last month- in :Seattle, Washington, seven
hair stylists joined a union and went on strike, sparking
a national campaign against Fantastic Sam’s, a 1,200-
outlet beauty salon franchise which forbids ‘its employ-
ees to use their real names and forces them: to. post
nicknames such as “Bubbles,” “Foxy, or “Peaches”
above their work stations.

SOLUTION MORE THAN OVERTHROW

~“Sexual harassment by a supervisor can destroy a

woman’s - self-esteem, ' interfere: with -her relations with

‘her co-workers and eventually even deny her means:of

sexual harassment.

livelihood. But because this type of har,assment comes

"not only from “superiors,”. but from male co-workers;

fellow students-and even men we pass on the street, the

solution is not limited to the “overthrow of capitalism.”
The fight against sexual harassment in our daily lives

presents a real challenge to men and women revolution-
. aries to explore the roots of such-attitudes and begin

changing them as part of the fight to change society.
Marx saw certain advantages to freeing women from the

»home, because he saw tremendous possibilities for men
- and ‘women working collectively under different historic

conditions than capitalism. His challenge to “create .a

“new economic foundation for a higher form of the fami-

ly. and of the relatnon between the sexes” is one whlch
faces us today.

‘Radical thought’ meetmg

Cleveland, Ohio—A national conference on Radi-
cal Thought for Women drew nearly 300 women here

April 30 through May 3..The women ranged from stu- .

dents to older women, with many older women present,
but, like so many conferences, very few Black women.
The concepts of radical thought expressed ranged wide-

ly from lesbian separatism, peace activism and women’s
* culture, to socialism. We met, as their brochure stated,

“to generate a large number of original ideas...to provide
an -atmosphere that will encourage creativity and sup-
port diversity, of thought.”

Unfortunately, little of the content of the conference
was revolutionary even though women there passionate-
ly wanted a new society. One woman, almost in tears,
spoke about how none of us have gotten over sexism, no
matter who we are in this society. Yet they don’t see
themselves as active Subjects in the hard process of
getting rid of the old, both capitalism as it exists in the
U.S. and the state-capitalism of Russia and China.

~What brought the 10 women to our workshop,
“Marxist-Humanist  Women’s Liberation,” was that

they wanted to know what was the relationship of’

Marxism to feminism. We had a wide-ranging discus-
sion, with women asking what do the theories of the
Left have to do with the daily lives of women on the
street and on welfare? How can we deal with the im-
mediate problems we face today? Another wanted to
know why the Left couldn’t all work together, while

a third made the pomt that the Left always puts

women last.

What the dlscussmn revealed is that there are no

easy answers. I brought out the importance of philoso-
phy within a newspaper where people speak for them-
selves; what it can mean when we know what womeén in
South Africa are thinking and can communicate with
them; the importance of Marx’s philosophy to glve ac-
tion a revolutionary direction. ‘

The. conference ‘as a whole lacked discussions about
actual women’s revolut.mnary transforming of history. 1

‘don’t see how we can overcome today’s world without

that discussion or without Marx’s profound understand-
ing of captialist society as well as his vision of a new
world, of “human beings realizing themselves in 'm0 pre:
determmed form, but in ‘the absolute movement of be-
coming.” 1 hope the discussion started at the conference
can continue in the pages of News & Letters.

—Susan Van Gelder

workers.

Women at Princeton preparing for a rally agamst

Oscar May yer workers say:
‘We need plant seniority’

Chwago, Ill.—We want to get a rider added to the

 contract here at our Oscar Mayer meatpackmg plant to

protect semonty——plant seniority. The way it is now,
with. job rights, department rights and all that, it gives
the company too many ways to lay off, too many ways
to bump. What they do is this: a woman has 20 years,
30 years, and the company thinks that they can’t work
as fast as this person with two years. So they bump her

. all over ‘the plant, and maybe’ she’ll: leave.. And then
- 'they put:the two-year employee in that job.

Suppose you have 29 years. You have one year to go

~to retirement. They come and tell you: We're laying you

off out .of this department. It’s: not your department; -

- you don’t have department rights here. The jobs we -
. have for you are trucking, loading on the dock, working

in -the freezer You're 57 or 58 years old.. You . know, » :
damn well you can’t go sling beef bags. And workmg in

- the freezer 'will kill you, freeze you to death.

'These women :have to come in to work. because

‘they know they have $o many days that they have to .

have that year for retirement. Many get hurt. They

~work two or three days and they’re disqualified. Un-

employment won’t- help out either. This whole thing
is constantly done now, with new tricks. They thmk

they’re slick. -

They were supposed to: lay off three older women -in

* one department. If they laid them off, they would have
_the option to bump open jobs and junior jobs. All the

new people they hired for the turnover would -automati-

~ cally have to hit the street because they’re not even in.

the union yet.

So they say: don’t lay them off. Fmd something for
them to do for a couple of weeks until the new people
get in the union. Then they can lay off these older
women and maneuver them to where the only jobs they
can have are the ha.rdest jobs. in the plant. This is why"
we can’t leave seniority' the way it is' now,. We need
plant seniority. It's a: matter of life and health for older .

——Oscar Mayer worker )

Educatmn/demonstratmns

at Indian women’s fair

Rajasthan Indm—-On April 13- 15, 2,500 women,

- the .great majority village and peasant women from Ra-

jasthan, gathered for the Women’s Fair, three days in
which they  were released from ‘the ‘routine of daily
work. It ‘was a chance to come out of their villages—
many of the women had never been but a walking dis- -
tance from their homes—and a chance to see different
ways of life for women, a chance for celebration and for
free expression.

- Women who had never met each other were eager

" for communication and sharing. There was no shy-

ness of any kind, no barriers of caste or class or na-
tionality. The first question that women would ask
me was where were my husband and clnldren How
can a woman live without a man?

" The peasant women in Rajasthan are marned in

- childhood by family arrangment, though' they do not go

to live in the husband’s house till they reach puberty.
There is not any other option in their lives:

FREE TO BE OURSELVES

In the fair we were living in tents. There were differ-
ent stalls for education. One of these was on the Guinea .
worm that is a big problem in that area. Guinea worm
is spread .through. women’s feet when they go to fetch
water from the wells and they put thelr feet into the.
water. : :
Saheli group from Dellu put up a stall on “Fertility
Awareness” so that a woman gets a child only when.
she wants it and is ready for it. That is surely not
the case with most peasant women in India. This fex-
tility awareness was also related to the government
programs on Family. Planning. The government-
wants us to believe that the root of poverty is popu-:
lation and that the way to reduce proverty is simply
to reduce population and the share of the cake will

- be greater.. There was a,lso mformatlon on mjectable
" contraceptives, - '

Besides educatlon there was a real celebration of

_being women:  dances, street plays, games—and a free’

space to be ourselves, breaking all the laws that soc1ety
imposes daily on women, It was: also an experience in.
how we would like a new:society to. be for women. i

MARCH THROUGH THE VILLAGES

For two days we went -on a rally through the dlfferent ~
villages, some women shouting slogans, some smgmg or

“dancing. It was a real show of women’s power:

The trip back was through Gujarat” with 44 degrees;:
Celsius {111 degrees Fahrénheit) and without water. Ai :
drop of water is like real gold. The drought problem is’
miore acute every year in the time before the monsoon
when all the wells are dry.

What struck me most in the Fair was the spontaneity
of these peasant women. There was also another inter-
esting aspect, the interaction between a small group of
young educated women who had come from towns and
the peasant women. There was a real breaking of:

- city/village; hntellectﬂal}’peasant barriers. Those young:

women were really concerned about their millions of sis-

“ters . who live in illiteracy and superstltlon There was

closeness, solldanty, mutual sharing. :
—Correspondent, India :
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Immlgrant workers stnke Barrett Foods

Queens, N.Y.—We have been on strike agamst

Barrett Foods a chicken and. turkey : food. processor;. '

since March~ 30, when about 30 of us came out. We won

" union recognition in 1985 (Local 174, United Food and
Commercial ‘Workers) but the company has refused to
negotiate a contract.

The way Barrett treats the employees, many. of us
‘undocumented workers, we are: slaves, not people. We -

. start at $3.60 an hour for women, $3.70 for men, and

the work is hard; it should be much better paid. The

rudeness and - vulgarity of the foremen as well as the
. owner is ceaseless. There is no security—if you are sick,

- there is no way to .go to the:doctor except with your

own money. If you have an accldent in the factory, no
one will answer for you. ‘
GET HURT—GET FIRED v -
One worker cut the tendon on ‘a finger. The company
~-'didn’t even give him a bandaid! He paid the hospital.
"He’s one of the hardest workers on the line, and when
he came back from the accident, the foreman wanted to
fire him for being. out. We told him, “Wait, he’s not gar-

bage to throw him out like this—ask why he couldn’t

come to work.”

-We - have to pey for- our knives, gloves, helmets,
“-aprons and so_on. All of this comes out of our check.:
We don’t get holidays. Now that we’re on strike, instead -

of paying us decent ‘wages the owner pays goons to
oversee  those inside’ and out, threatening people. -Now
she buys lunch and pays for gloves, knives and helmets
things she’s never done before. .

-+ 'We've had three work stoppages—in November, in
~January, and the strike. We stopped the turkey proc-

essing line. The owner told us the union wants to -

. 'blackmail us, the union can’t help us becanse we're
undocumented, they want us to strike so they can re-
place us with their people.. She said that, as "llle-
-gals,” we have no right to go out on strike."

So many of us took this decision to strike because of -
this. She said, if we stayed we’d get a raise in May. But

-we knew in May she would lay off many because of the
"~ new immigration law. So we decided to strike.
GIVE ALL WORKERS RIGHTS

Many have gone back in, and there are now about 35

working altogether. We recognize the condition of these
* workers; they are undocumented in this- country and.

-they have been under threat from the owner that if
they are invelved in union activity she will call Immi-
gratlon on them Most of the workers inside want. the
union.

Bntlsh anh-nuke march

- London, England—The anniversary of the Cher-
nobyl disaster was marked.by a March for a Nuclear
Free Britain on April 25. Tens of thousands of people
took part in a lively and cheerful _procession from Victo-
ria  Embankment to Hyde ‘Park, favoured by beautiful
... -weather. Banners - identified contingents from all over

. Britain, from Kent to the Hebndes, expressing opposi-
tion to the nuclear menace in all its aspects, including
Thatcher’s: plans for-a fleet of Trident missile-bearing

" submarines, the presence of U.S. cruise missiles and nu- - -
clear-armed F-111 aircraft, Britain’s 36 existing—and six -
more planned—nuclear reactors, and the dumping of ra- .~

dioactive waste.
" More sirongly than on previous anti-nuclear demon-
strations, there was a sense of being against global capi-
talism and imperialism, and in solidarity with freedom
“movements worldwide. A group of British Rail workers
were collecting money for ‘the rallway workers ‘on- strike
in South Africa, some’ Middle Eastern participants car-
ried s1gns denouncing the Iran-Ifaq ‘War, and mdny peo-
ple wore tee-shirts supporting the Nlcaraguan revolu-
tion.

Relatively few Labour Party banners were to be seen,

Labour’s official policy is to rid Britain of nuclear weap-
ons, but the party stresses its loyalty ‘to NATO and its

‘ wﬂhngness to build up Britain's' armed forces ‘and ‘keep-
U.S. military bases in‘the country. Recently Labour -

spokespersons have hinted that cruise missiles ‘will have
to remain in Britain pending the outcome of the disar
. mament: negotmtlons between the USA and Russia.

—-Rxchard Bunting'

We undocumented ‘workers do not believe we are
doing anytlnng illegal. We are working. To me, if you
are going to take a person, ask what they‘are doing
here. OK; throw them out if they are involved in some-

thing illegal: But not if they are working. I don’t want
-to live here if I'm gomg to have to sneak around and

hide. If they don’t give amnesty to many who need it,
it’s going to get very horrible.

We are not going to give in now. They can film-us,
tape us, watch us, as they've been doing. We have

.opened our eyes. We aré not garbage to be treated like
_this. People must be treated like people. Not animals.

—Barrett Foods workere

Umon s:lence at paper co.

thlad,elphw,n Penn.—The union has been nego-™
tiating. our first contract: with the Paper Manufacturers

Co. (PMC). since August, but there has been a blackout
on news about the progress. We have had only one
membership - meeting, and our negotiating committee

members are: forbidden to reveal the content of their

discussions. :
I found out; though that at the last meeting the com-

 pany offered a minuscule across-the-board raise, with
one exception—a slightly larger amount for the job clas-

sification that just happens to be the shop steward’s.
Why is the union helping the company to hide an at-
tempt to discredit our steward? That kmd of ridiculous
behavior should be broadcast! ,

Instead of ‘discussing our concerns, the union local
president repeats that we can’t get everything that we
want: in a ‘first contract, that this contract will be some-
thing to build on in future negotiations. How can an or-
ganization build  support except through part1c1patxon
and discussion of its members’ ideas?

~—Woman worker

Marrist-Humanist Books

Women’s Liberation
and the Dialectics of -
Revolution: Reaching
for the Future

by Raya Dunayevskaya
294 pgs....$15.95 per copy

“Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s
Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy’
of Revolutlon
$10.95 per copy
Marxism and ¥Freedom
-.from 1776 to today
- 1982 edition. New introduction by author. .
by Raya Dunayevskaya

381 pgs.
: $10.95 per copy

‘Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s

: by Charles Denby

Plnlosophy and Revolution
from Hegel to Sartre
% -and from Marx to Mao
1982 edition. New introduction by author. . . 372 pgs.
by Raya Dunaerskaya 310 95 per: copy .

Order from News & Letters
59 E Van Buren, Rm. 707, Chlcago, Ill. 60605

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the' year of
the Detroit wildcats  against. Automation and the
' Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation — ac-

"~ tivities which signalled a new movement from prac-
tice which was itself a form of theory. :

" from- the: articulation of a philosophy of liberation,
_ A Black production worker, Charles Denby, author

;' became editor of the ppper Ray, nayevskayaf
the Chairwoman of the NatlonalA'Equ

and National Chairwoman. of .the Committees, is
the author of Marxism and Freedom, Philosophy
and Revolution ‘and Resa: Luxemburg, Women’s

which spell out the philosophic ground of Marx’s
Humanism - internatior.lly, as American Civiliza- -
tion on Trial concretizes it on the American; scene
and shows the two-way . rogd between the .8, and

“to return to Marx’s Marxism.

W"ho We Are and What We Stand For

News. & Letters ‘was created so that the voices
of revolt from below could be heard unseparated

of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal,

ditorial Board ;

Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy. of Revolution,

Africa. These works challenge post-Marx Marxists

News and’ Lette:rs Commﬂ:tew an orgamzatxon of

Marmst—Humamsts stands for the abohtlon of capi-
talism, whether in its private property form as in
the U.S.; or its state property form as in Russia or
China, We stand for the development of new hu- . |
man; relations, what Marx first called a. new Hu- - |
manism,

‘We organized ourselves into a committee form of
organization rather than any elitist party “to lead.”
The world development of a half-century of Marx-
mt-ﬂumamsm is recorded in the documents on mi- ;
crofilm and open: to all under the title; The Raya
Dunayevskaya Collection, on deposit at the
Wayne State University Archives of Labor and Ur-
ban Affmrs, Detroit, Michigan.

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, sex1st exploi-
tative society, -we participate in all class and free-
dom struggles, mnationally and internationally. As
our Constitution states: “It is our aim...to promote
the firmest unity among workers, Blacks and other -
minorities, women, :youth. and those  intellectuals .
who have broken with the ruling bureaucracy of
both capital and labor.” We do not separate the
mass actlvmes from the activity of thmkmg :

Slowdown at Douglas Air

" Long Beach, Cal. —Both our union, UAW Local

148 and the machinists, TAM. District 720, have: been - '

working without a contract since Oct. 12 at Douglas :
Aircraft (the McDonnell Douglas unit in Long Beach).
Management lulled the union to sleep with the “team

‘talk” approach. They took us-all to the Long Beach

Elks Lounge. There were dancers in sequined -clothes. .
They showed us. a’ video with the president and vice--
pre51dent of the -corporation, “Jim and Bill,” telling: us,
in essence: “We're not making as much money as last
year; don’t look for nothmg on your contract.” :

“ BONUS GIMMICKS

In the proposed contract they offered us 14% over
three years, but, that’s mostly in “bonuses,” not a gener-
al wage increase. They ve got the retirees scared to
death. Their health insurance used to be free; now they
would have to pay $17 a month, and they could end up
paying a $300 deductible and 20% of any hospitalization.

This first contract proposal was: rejected by 91%.
The company offered the same proposal plus a six- -
cent-an-hour raise in December. They said: “If you -

~.don’t take it mow, you won’t get either the general

wage increase oy the Christmas bonus this year.”
The contract was rejected anyway, by 67%, although
the strike vote was 66% to 34%, and we need two-
thirds to authorize a strike. We lost by 41 votes.
There’s “a split in"the union, with local elections on -

‘May 12. The former head of the bargaining committee,
. Doug Griffith, who is pro-company, 8 running against

the current president, Bob Berghoff. ‘Griffith is author,
with the company, of the “Cross-Utilization” program,
which means the company can work us out of our clas-
sification. if a worker is laid off (and lay-off is by classi-

- fication, not seniority), they could put another worker

over at his or her job, with no increase in rate of pay,
even if the first worker received a higher rate..

We're now at an impasse; We’ve had no-contract vote
since December. The ‘company is_ waiting for the union
elections. We’ve been having a general slowdown—work-
to-rule—and we staged a half-day walkout. The ‘compa-
ny is openly admitting that they're suffermg from this;. -
production and profits are down.

Current local premdent Berghoff has accepted the lmen

" that strikes don’t work in the ’80s. The Industrial Union =

Department of the: AFL-CIO published a book called -
“Winning with Workplace - Strategies.”” In the Reagan
era of union-busting, the idea is to avoid. a strike at all
costs, but hit the company in the pocketbook. 1 always
thought those two went together. :
NEED STRIKE TO WIN .

1 think Douglas Aircraft is - eligible for a. stnke ,
They’ve admltted we're. hurting them. They're two

~weeks behind in production. If we went out, they’d be’

back at the negotiating table in a day. ;
The company and the union have quit pubhshmg in- .
formation about what’s happening, so rank-and-file
workers have begun putting their own thoughts on pa-.
per and passing them around.:
——stgr\mtled McDonnell Douglas employee

ershop Talks

(continued from page 1) -
I'm not talking about the Communist - Party (CP)
here! The CP is just another side of Kirkland and Reag-
an, the Democrats or Republicans. Both the CP and the
international union bureaucrats have the same attitude
to the rank-and-file workers: that we should stay on the
production line and let them do the thinking for us.
That’s true whether in Russia or America. Gorbachev’s
big aim-is to get the Russian workers to work harder,

. with speed-up and more productivity. Just like GM.

The CP, like the union bureaucrats, doesn’t sup-
port. the strike of the P-9 workers against Hormel.
They don’t like anythmg where the rank-and-file
think and act for themselves. Kirkland knows that
and so do.‘the other bureaucrats; but they: still use

' the "Commumst” label to try to make people: keep

silent.

The problem w1th the union leaders who supported
the April 25 rallies is not with that support, but that, as
one of those union presxdents said: " “We. ‘agree with
Lane Kirkland on most issues. We are united in the fed-
eration on almost all issues, except foreign policy, and
we are not gomg “to -let those dlfferences spht our
ranks.” .
THREAT FROM RANK AND FILE ,

If they are solid with Kirkland on all other issues—
this rank-and-file ‘worker wants nothing to do with
them! Where are the voices of the rank-and-file? The
feaders - don’t want to hear the rank-and-file workers,
especially those like the P-9 strikers that have travelled
all over the country talking to other rank-and-file work-
ers. The “leaders” have never recognized that! Before
the 1950s, if a worker did something like that, the CIO
organizers would be right there: that was the kind of
worker they were looking for. Now they call them

. “Communists” or: “Comrnunist dupes.”

The AFL-CIO will not be part of the new labor move-.
ment when it comes to the U.S. It will be made up of
the young workers like those 1 have met from meat-
packing and other industries. More than one has told.
me a similar story: “I-used to be-a rlght-wmg Repubhi-
can blgot But since I've been involved in a struggle, my:
whole vxew has tota.lly changed A movement educates a
person.”

There is a new consciousness: among WOrkers in the
U.S. that, united with the young anti-war protesters we
saw out in the streets on April 25, could be a powerful

“force for change in thzs country.
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Editorial

It took more than a week to pull the broken bodies of -

" all”28 construction “workers; who had been crushed: to
*death, out of the twisted steel and concrete that fell on
them when the apartment complex they were building
in Bridgeport, Connecticut, crumbled in a matter of sec-
_-onds'on. April 23.:1t ‘was headline niews for a week.

The project developer' was quoted as saying that
there were “about 15 theories” on the cause of the dis-
aster. Some wanted to know why OSHA (Occupational
Safety and Health Administration). investigators had not

~checked the building site since last October. Some want-

ed to know why it ‘was not being constructed on bed-
rock ‘as had been recommended. Construction experts
agreed -that the lift-slab construction that. was being
used was’ “a very dangerous procedure”—but said that

. “all forms of construction are hazardous.”

- The father of one of the victims did not speak in
terms of “theories™” but of fact: “They had people in
there—saving money. They killed a bunch!”

_“'The same week, on the back page was another sto-

; - _ry—this one about a Senate hearing into the Wilberg -
*.coal mine in Utah, where 27 miners died in a December

1984 fire. The Wllberg miners. testified at the hearing
" that their supervisors had responded to - complaints
“about unsafe working conditions by saying that “if you
guys don’t like the damn job, you can get out.” The
- mine was cited for 34 safety violations, including nine
that contributed directly to the fire, but fined only
$111,000. - For 'two 'years new regulatlons have been

. stymied by the Federal Mine Safety and Health Admi- -

. npistration.

- In that same week in still another report——thls time
about a 70,000-pound truck that crashed into a station
wagon, killing eight—we learned. that in' Illinois alone

~accidents ‘involving heavy trucks increased from 15,205
in. 1981 to 20,289 in 1985. Congress removed controls

*from the trucking industry. in 1980. -

SOARING WORKPLACE DEATHS

None of these accidents just “happened.” Nor does it

only “seem”. that they are happening more often. For
six years, the Reagan administration and Big Business
have waged an all-out, vicious attack on every gain la-
bor had won since the 1930s. The ‘slashing cutbacks in
-OSHA. programs and plant inspections—perpetrated at
. the “very same time that work-rule concessions have

been forced on workers in one contract after another—

have brought the workplace death and injury rate to

soaring new heights. The most recently released figures

cite 5.5 million injuries and illnesses for 1985, a 13.5%
increase: since 1983; and 3,750 deaths on the Job in 1985,
"“a-21% increase over 1983. These figures, moreover, are
. those given by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS),
* -which: covers only firms with 11 or more workers. A far

- Workers’ health and safety suffer
from Reagan’s murderous polumes

“If blood is the price of your cursed wealth, good God we have paid in full.”
(See Readers’ Views below for history of this mural )

ECy

ﬁgures reported by the National Safety Council—
which reported 11,700 deaths the same year that the
BLS reported 3,740.

It is clear that possible death, injury, and occupation-
al disease are a daily fact of workers’ lives in every in-
dustry—and very few ever make the headlines:

* So horrendous are conditions in the meatpacking in-

' dustry that the i mJury rate has been one of the most se-

rious grievances in all the strikes, from Hormel to IBP.
At IBP’s' Dakota City, Nebraska, plant, where workers

are now on strike, the injury rate is 135% a year!

» So unknown still are the effects of video display ter-

minals, that millions of women are left worrymg that

they have been used as a generatlon of guinea pigs,

while the incidence of miscarriage has already been‘

found to be so high among workers who produce micro-
chips that AT&T has been forced to ban all pregnant
women from those production lines.

¢ The Texas Department of Health, in response to re-
cent trenching deaths in the construction industry,
checked records and found there had been 93 cave-in
deaths in the last ten years—60 of them in the last five,
-an increase of 66%. Over half were minority workers,
and one-third, non-citizens.
NOT ACCIDENTS, BUT MURDER

The same system, of course, that destroys us at work
has also polluted our air, poisoned our water,  and
threatens us with its nuclear waste dumps, asbestos-lad-

_en school bmldmgs—-the list is endless. And it is not a

nameless, faceless “system” we are fighting

When Reagan revoked the federal OSHA, standards,
inadequate as they were, in 1981, labor and community
groups not only managed to get right-to-know laws
about dangerous materials passed in 45 cities and states,
but got local prosecutors to bring criminal charges of

‘three executives of Film Recovery Systems, Inc. in Chl-

cago were found guilty of the murder of a Polish immi-

grant, Stefan Golab, for forcing him to work in unsafe
. conditions. Other ‘criminal indictments have .been hand-

ed down in Los Angeles and New York City.
Trying ‘executives, not just for “negligence,”

but for .-

knowingly subjecting workers to lethal condmons, for:

murder, is. certainly warranted, but it is not goed

enough. The bloodiest hands of all are those of Ronald -

Reagan, who is presiding over so degenerate and long-

outlived a stage of capitalism that it becomes clear that.

it is that system that must be tried for murder—and

totally uprooted
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more accurate picture of the carnage comes from the

~ murder against guilty companies and executives. In 1984

T HE CHARACTER OF LABOR TODAY HAS CHANGED

Artists. and supporters from across
the nation merged to express their -opin-
ion of the problems facing the working

~class throughout the world with a 16 by

- 80 -foot mural painted on the Austin La-

bor- Center here in April, 1986. It was -

inspired by the long strike against the
- 'Hormel Company and dedicated to im-

prisoned South African leader, Nelson
Mandela. In October, 1986 the ‘mural
was totally defaced: by some of Hor-
mel’s friends.' A state judge issued a res-
training order to halt any further de-
struction, and we want to file a claim in
the - state - courts  but, unfortunately,

- . there is_a cost for justice.

- We are making an all-out appeal to
support the rights of visual art. The de-
struction- of this" mural must be over-

turned so the historical bafttles of all’

workers can remain in view for genera-

tions to come, No corporation (even in-. -

a company town like Austin, Minn.)
should be “allowed to destroy art. We
- need your help, ‘
Contributions can be: made to

Anstm Mural: Commlttee
it PO Box 891

Austm, MN 55912

: Edztors Note We have reproduced. the
Austm Labor Center mural on this page,
. above. Postcards which have reproduced it

in full color are available for $1 each from. .
the Austin Mural Committee, PO Box

891 Austlm ‘MN. 55912.

¥

I: have worked in New York for 30°

5 .years, and the character of labor here

has changed. We are witnessing a stage
where. the. agencies  fought for.in:the
’30s and ’40s are considered our ene-
mies. At the march in Washington on

_April 25, I saw a new kind of labor in- .

volvement—that is, there was a heavy

participation of workers who came from -~

Latin “America  and ~who were very

aware of U.S. imperialism. That kind of -

politicalization of the proletariat strikes

‘me‘as very new. We have to take a new

“look ‘at ‘where -American labor and “
mmsm” is:today.- Workers are mterested

- i’ “communication ‘with - others and . in

taking unionism beyond what it has
‘been before now.
Observer
. New York
* ok ko ,
Militant leadership can. stop ‘conces-
sions. We saw it at the Pontiac GM
Trueck plant, where 1,000 grievances

were unprocessed. The revolt - there -
forced the UAW bureaucracy to sanc--

tion the local strike. We are seeing
many hew actions by rank-and-file auto
workers, such as the picket line of 500
at “Solidarity  House ‘last month. Their
protest against  plant . closings also
brought out how the auto companies
are successfully using the tactic of “con-
cessions, or no job.” In the UAW today
there is virtually no national agreement
anymore. Whipsawing one plant against
another is the accepted practice. Work-
ers are saying: We've had enough.

Ex-coal miner -

Michigan

% k%

A qmte revealing article recently ap- -
peared in the Los Angeles Times,

showing that American rank-and-file
workers are not so blinded by the racist
anti-Japanese propaganda as the gov-
ernment, the corporations, and the un-

- ion bureaucrats putting it forth might
.- wish. Interviews with laid-off steelwork-
- ers in_Youhgstown, Ohio—where 20,000

‘have lost their jobs in the last decade—

revealed, to the surprise of the pollsters,
that “While they do not flatly absolve
Japan, Americans in growing numbers

“appear to blame trade shortcomings on

the past greed, inaction and lack of

. foresight of their own institutions-—busi-

ness, labor and government.” .Is that

* what you call. “Workers as Reason?” »
Thoughtful

Los Angeles
. .

THATCHER'S FAKE MAJORITY
There is a great' deal of ‘speculation

" about the next general election. On the -

basis of recent opinion polls, we can ex-
pect an-overall Tory majority in Parlia-

“ment, and therefore a third term of

‘Thatcherism, as a 40% plurality of the
electorate say they will vote Conserva-
tive. This in spite of the 60% who sup- :
port one or another of the opposition.
parties. A reform of the electoral sys-
tem, introducing proportional represen- :
tation, would make it possible for some
of the alternative left to take seats in

parliament, like Democrazia Proletaria

in Italy and die Grunen in West Ger-

many, as well as depriving Thatcher of
her artificial majority.

Kinnock’s Labour Party continues its
rightward course, with warnings of dis-
ciplinary “dction "against the unofficial

. Black sections within the Party, and

the policy of unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment effectively put on ice. .-

Richard Bunting

Oxford, Eugland
S ARSI
POST-MARX MARXISM

I attended several sessions of a New'
School for Social Research symposium
on “Whither Marxism.” Andrew . Le-
vine’s “analytic” approach denied  that

dialectics belonged to “orthodox Marx- -
ism” and found the labor theory of val-
ue insupportable. Mihaly Vajda spoke :

- on “Why it is impossible to be a Marx- .

ist in East Central Europe.” And Axel
Honneth also said Marxism was a
“dead” paradigm but wanted to save
the “core” of Marxism by constructing
a new theoretic model. -

Why did' they all discard Marx’s ac-
oomplishments just as new revolutions
in the Philippines, Haiti and Central

America have emerged to. challenge : -
Reaganism? Do they thmk all revolu-; :

tions must fail? One woman intellectual,
who had been active in Poland’s ,Soh-
darity; wanted to know “What do . your

" ideas mean in an active movement like

Solidarity?” To me, the struggle for a
new human society remains the human
endeavor, the “goal” which is preserved

- in. the . continuous . relating of theo- .

ry/practice in new revolts. What hap- .

pens after a revolution is inseparable

from a prOJechon of Marxist-Humanism.
. 'Ted Rosmer

“‘New York

. development.”

' say

We cannot blame the emergence of'
counter-revolution in Iran on that coun-
try’s “political backwardness and under-
All revolutions  take
place under severe circumstances. What

was the attitude of our Left? Instead of
" reaching - out-to subjects ‘of revolution,

they replaced the “concept -with “who
are our supporters.” Anyone who joined

them in their “anti-imperiaist” struggle '

was their ally. Both. the Majority and '
. Minority of the Fedayeen had the same™

position on the forces of revolution—ut- '

_ter contempt.

As for a phllosophy of revolutlon,
they forgot that a revelution is both to
destroy -the old society and create the
new one; We have to question the Left’s
attitude: to the’. Women’s Liberatior

el e S

- Movement. Could ‘we not have foreseen

todays fascism in Iran through Kho-~:

 ‘meini’s: attltude to the women?

Ex-Fedayee Youth -

\ Chicago
WOMEN'S
- LIBERATION

1 fxaveé been readmg Raya Dunayevi

. skaya’s- Women’s - Liberation and the

Dialectics of Revolution. The 1953 es-
“On- Women in the Post-War
World, and the Old. Radicals” seems
like it ‘was written for the 1980s. She

“
P

)

talks there: about the women who were *°

need today, as against organizations like
‘The National Organization for Women
(NOW) that work within the system. As

~a ‘Women’s Liberationist, I say it’s not
enough Just to patch up the holes; we .
" ‘have to try to,_create a whole new sys-. "

‘tern. What we need is a whole new rela-

: t:onshlp of labor to life itself.

Young woman student
EE - Los Angeles.

“by-passing the’ specialized organizatlon/? v
: of women and looking for a new, a total .’
. way out.” This seems to me what we




 MAY 22,1987

NEWS & LETTERS

Page5

Cultural thaw is not restoration of hnstory

' Thory rctice

_ . by Raya Dunayevskaya
In April in Moscow the journal Novy Mir (New
World) published a new play by the well-known Russian
playwright, Mikhail Shatrov, entitled “The Peace Trea-
ty ‘of ‘Brest-Litovsk,” which . captured some front-page
publicity in- the West, the U.S. especmlly Because the
great histori¢ revolutionaries—Leon Trotsky and - Niko-

""lai Bukharin—appear in it as co-leaders of Lenin, when

they have been exorcised from the ofﬁcxa]ly re-written

~ Stalinist and de-Stalinist histories, the play is receiving

this extraordinary treatment.
The New York Times front-page report on thxs

".(April 30, 1987) was accompanied by a picture of Trot-

sky. The emphas1s on the phepomenal nature of the

. play’s pubhcauon is further stressed by the New York

Times reporter in Moscow, Bill Keller, who reported

that the play had been written in 1962 during the -

Khrushchev ‘cultural ‘thaw. But it was not then ap-
proved for publication, much "less given a dramatic
production, whereas in 1987 it is not only being: pub-
lished, but its author, Shatrov, announced in an inter-
view: that it ‘would be staged in Moscow in November

on the 70th anniversary of the Russian Revolution. This

too made it sound as if it were a play rehabilitating the

two great leaders of the Russw.n Revolution, Trotsky

and Bukhann

' NOVY MIR (NEW WORLD)

IS NOT ALL THAT NEW . :
: Nothing could be futther from the truth. Since the

Joumal Novy Mir has not yet arrived in U.S. libraries, I

am at a disadvantage in not havmg read the play itself

apd must depend mainly on reviews. It is not true, how- .
-ever; that either the author of the play, Shatrov, or the

genre of his plays is a mystery. The Enghsh-speakmg

- world can follow the official Russian views on Soviet-
- culture in Soviet Literature, which is published in Mos-
cow, in English, for that purpose. The one that is of
. speclal relevance to this event is the No. 4, 1983 issue
~ of Soviet Literature, which ran an extensive interview
‘with the author and an intellectualistic analysis of all.
- his plays, especially the one then packing them in,

“We're Bound to Win.” The author. himself subtitled

- the play “Publicistic Drama,” which his interviewer; El-
ena Olkhovich, calls “mono-drama”; it is actually what

Shatrov has been writing ever since the de-Stalinization

. period began in 1957 when he was 24 years old.

What is the new topxc every time there is a slight

thaw in cultural life, is just a topic, not a new subject—
the forbidden history as well as the present- direction of "
“Russia. The ghosts from past history appear in this play

Russna s latest play is no freedom road

not only to prove that Lenin was a great revolutionary,
a theoretician, a practitioner who won power against

~Czarism and capitalism; it as well hit ‘out against all

other tendencies, including those who had been consid-
ered the “general staff of the Revolution.”
The chosen: crises points in Shatrov’s plays show all

- tendencies—be they Trotsky/Bukharin, or the Workers’

Opposition, or the Social Revolutionaries, and so
forth-—to be wrong and Lenin.right. In the play, Lenin
is always right, and is the never-ending subject.

In the play at issue, Russia had been fighting a war ‘

that all of the people opposed, and enthusiastically fol-
lowed Lenin to overthrow the Kerensky regime which

_continued the war; Russia was totally exhausted before

it finally - succeedéd in achieving peace. The German

army - offered d very-humiliating peace treaty at Brest-

Litovsk in 1918.
Bukharin in 1918 was considered an ultra-leftist since
he wished to. go on with a revolutionary war, evidently

_thinking they could ‘do so until it became a world revo-

lution. He opposed signing the humiliating Brest-Litovsk

Treaty which ‘Germany offered. Trotsky was the negoti-:
ator and disagreed with: Bukharin that it was necessary
to go-on with the war, but also did not wish to sign the
. treaty. He had-the slogan “No Peace, No War.” Lenin

pointed to the. fact that not only was a pause needed
for ‘this newly born workers’ state that had called for

.the end of the ‘war, but that if they didn’t sign it then, .

the conditions would even be worse later. Thxs is exact-
ly what happened and later they all had to sign.

- THE ‘RESTORATION’

No one needs to be told that Gorbachev is the pres-
ent ruler. And the reporter in the New York Times
-promptly linked the April thaw to Gorbachev’s Febru-
ary speech to newspaper editors where he said, “there
must be no forgotten- names, no blank spaces, elther in
lnstory or in literature.”

It is ot clear whether Shatrov actually referred to

that speech, but the reporber followed his: citing: of it by -

quoting Shatrov that “it is only a matter of time” be-

- fore Trotsky and Bukharin would be acknowledged as

historical ‘figures: “Hardly anyone knows these men ex-
cept .at the level of stereotype. We don’t need myths.

We don’t need legends. We need to sort out everything

as'it really was.” = .
They certainly need to do that. But they have been
going in the exact opposite direction for a whole half

“century. The truth about “The Peace of Brest-Litovsk,”

is that the very restoration of the names, Trotsky and

Bukhann is: limited to just names. It is only because

history cannot be exorcnsed no.matter how admmlstta
tively. it is re-written that some in the audience may be

under the illusion that Trotsky and Bukharin, as two E
. .great revolutionaries who with Lenin led the 1917 Revo-

lution, will some day be restored. In truth, here are the
words Shatrov, speaking to the audience, puts in Le-
nin's mouth conceming Trotsky’s -position: “Only time
will tell ‘if this is an act of genius, as you think, or ad-
venture and betrayal, as I think.” Now. please tell me
what the audience, celebrating the 70th-anniversary of
the Russian Revolution, will: think -after heanng those
words.

DE-STALINIZED STATE-CAPITALISM
The "point is that -de-Stalinization, be it in the

that he is restoring Leéninism, has not changed anything
fundamental. Though we did get rid of the gory Mos-
cow frame-up murderous Trials of 1936-38, Russia still
has the same fundamental class ground—-state‘capxtal-,
ism and single party domination.

The so-called ‘reforms, both those that were mxtlated

by Khrushchev and now in another version by Gorba- .
chev, cannot re-write lustory It’s for this reason that

it’s important also to recall the very first reaction of
Trotsky’s widow Natalia Sedova, - after Khrushchev’s
“secret” speech of 1956, when she cabled ‘him to say

~ that she is ready to come to Russia to testify, and that

Khrushchev form or now in Gorbachev’s trying to claim ‘

in fact unless the rehabilitation is -one of full r&storatlon

of Trotsky, it would mean nothing. -
-As I put it when Khrushchev suddenly and conven-

1ently selected a few of the crimes of Stalin for criti-:

corpse.’
Natalia’s statement was by no means just out of loy-

- cism: “Khrushchev is the -most ungrateful Stalinist .
that every lived. He is ‘'very brave. in front of a

alty to Trotsky. The objective ground for opposition to

Russian  state-capitalism that continued to call itself
. Communism was seen again when the same topic resur-

faced in 1961 as a French newspaper, France-Soir,
brought up the question of Stalm in an interview with
her.

Here is what she wrote the editor on Nov. 9, 1961:

“The police terror-and. the calumnies of Stalin are only

the political aspect, of a ‘death struggle conducted
against the revolution by the entire bureaucracy. One
cannot therefore ~expect the re-establishment of the

S

‘whole working class except by the annihilation of this -
bureaucracy by the working class which it has reduced -

to slavery. I don’t expect anything from the Russian -

party nor from its fundamentally antl-commumst nmta-' '

(contmued on page 7)

NEW VOICES IN N&L

‘In the Militant I found the usual ste- -

nle obsession with' leaders and reified

.- masses. . N&L has articles - written by

- workers, columns turned over to people

-~ outside the paper..

: ‘When 1 open an issue 1 see the world -
. crisis is everywhere bemg fought on all;

" dimensions and not.just in the “offici

revolutionary . areas ‘like Nicaragua or
‘South Africa. There are reports from all

South Africa, England France, The

. Gambia, Brooklyn... giving the lie to the
- notion that only certain people are rev-:
' olutionary. -~ o
ceaIn my opinion, what is. mporeant in.
o N&L is not necessarily whether the pa-
‘per is:a monthly or a blweekly, but the
s multlphclty of voices found in it, - :

- Supporter
Chicago

* kX

: We sincerely' hope you .can' keep us
- on your complimentary mailing list. Un-
der the present Republican administra-

tion, $150,000 has: been taken back (af-

" ter having been budgeted) from our
-'book budget. We have: been for¢ed: to

curtail many orders and subscnptlons
“No. doubt your budget is limited in

' the: extreme, too. But we can only hope

that having News & Letters on perma-

trons learn from News & Letters.

. ment file in a large university library is .

valuable exposure for yon, just as:it s i ;
* important that our students ‘and pa- - -

Librarian, Dissent and

; " “Social Change Collection
Cal. State Umversxty, Sacramento

- Editor’s 'Note: The need for gift sub-
. seriptions—not -only for: international
~readers who find it difficult to pay for
' their own, but for libraries. right here at
-+ home-—is. great. Can you -help. us- keep
. -N&L going to -them by. contributing to

~our donor subscription fund? :

- over the globe—Pakistan, Mexico,

N&L has stories ‘that meéan something

‘to us. The stories from high-school kids

about the ways authority comes down on
them shows you where it all starts, The

* youth of today are the workers of tomor-

row. The institutionalized racism, -sexism
and  oppression : this system throws on
workers starts on us.
ngh school student
) New York
®

BLACK WORLD

The “Black World” column of April
24, where Lou Turner quoted a:leaflet
from the Tuskegee University ‘Black un-

derground, reminded ‘me of David

Walker’s 1829 Appeal. We have learned
from the movements: both in South- Af-
rica' and in the U.S: that being Black is
not only a color but. is also a way of
thinking. As David Walker put it in his
Appeal during the'slave révolts, speak-
ing ‘out both against meek northern free
Blacks whé would not support the

- movement as 'well as against liberal and

pro- slavery whltes who considered
Black 'to 'be an  “unfortunate” color:
“My ‘color will yet root some of you out
of the very face of the earth!” We will

_find' that will be “unfortunate” for the

Reagan Admmlstratlon and thelr Black
flunkies. :

T e
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Michigan: campus, and that was after [
had gone to undergraduate school -at
Columbia Umvers1ty in New  York.
Both~
radical, theri It isn’t ¢hat there weren’t
white: rac:st.s around. There were. But

~ they 'didn’t feel that they could get
. away with pasmng out, racist leaflets on

campus, or ganging up to attack Black'

students.
We need to face the fact. that Reag-
anism has sunk deep Toots in the ‘coun-

. try, that the Léft' 1s disoriented. Isn’t it

time for 'some’ deep’ thinking about how

" to ﬁght Reagamsm, rather than: jnst de-

mnouncing racism “in general?”
s Long-tnne subscnber
Michlgan

Los Angeles g
In the 1960s I worked on the U. of

were libéral, sometimes |

"YOUTH VS. THE SYSTEM

I 'was reading ‘the articles in N&L
about teen suicide (April 10). My child
is in third grade and already is turned
off by school. It's so sad. This. whole
damn system has turned off so many
people, young and old, because they
can’t be programmed to fit'in. Then the
“leaders” can’t understand. why people

turn to drugs, crime and: suicide! It's

pretty damn obvious! No one is expect-

ed just to be ‘human anymore. The

truth shall overcome. 1 hope in our life-

‘time we will see workers' tear all of cap-
1ta11sm down.

Workmg mother

Oklahoma

" The same day you were marching in.
Washington, D.C., we were marching for -

peace across Canada. Tens of thousands
came ‘out in Vancouver:. Other "thou-

weapons testing here -and the tritium

"export. from Canada in nuclear reactors

to the U.S. for military p . The

, ) urposes
most . striking = feature of the Toronto
‘rally was the youth, who made wup -at

least 50% of the total. Their signs, dress

and. chants  were creative, hopeful and :

critical—all at the same time. The pas-

militarism and nuclear contamination is
clear, unamblguous and wonderful!

-sands” marched in Toronto to protest

- sion ‘of young people for a world free of -

Marcher

Toronto, Canada

LEFTY MORGAN, LABOR FIGHTER

Soon after News & Letters had pub-
lished Workers Battle Automation

- (Detroit:  1960)—the ‘first-ever pamphlet

to give voice to what American workers
were thinking and doing about the new
stage of production that had descended
on the world—-a railway worker in Brit-
ish Columbia wrote us; - -

“I found Charles Denbys pamphlet a -

graphic, moving presenta\ti‘onv of the hu-

' man problems involved 1n ‘the issue. It

should be of particular value for those
undergoing this divigive, animalizing’

" process...Had I not already met workers

who were being subjected to this dehu-
manizing thing, I would have found it
hard to believe. Workers’ control offers
the only: solution. If the concept of hu-

manity—what it means to’ be ‘a - human -
being—which we propose is ever widely -
-adopted, no reform whatever will' be
~ considered a sufficient-sop. Al we can

dois to keep plugging, each in his own

way, together wherever common ground t

can be established.”

Lefty Morgan, the author of that let-
ter, kept plugging in exactly that way to
the day he died, on April -7, 1987, to

- make that workers concept of humani-
-ty real
Dismissed from his job for political .

and unionactivities, Lefty continued his
labor- actmtles throughout his life, de-

voting much of his energy and talent
toward the writing of a manuscript for

a book he ‘hoped to get published on -
the railway workers. He at one time or-. -

ganized: fellow radicals mto a group he

had ‘called “Press;” It was this group

that ordered and sold to-other work-
ers—olong with a wide variety of work-
ers’ ‘and socialist-humanist literature—
much of the material published by N&L

"~ Committees ‘through the active ’60s,

fromAmeneonCivilimhononTrmlto

" Marxism - and Freedom. . And it was

Lefty who helped to organize one of the
speaking - platforms - for the author of

Marxism and Freedom, Raya Dunay- -
. evsgkaya, on tour in British Columbia.

.- 'Through the next 25 years, many of -
his articles  and ‘letters found ‘theiriway =~
to the pages of N&L—whether on labor -
developments in Canada, the peace "

marches .in British :Columbia, or the
freedom movement work of the Canadi-
an Native Americans. The week: before

- death finally overtook him, Lefty made

sure to. send ‘one more contribution, a

generous cheek to help sustain N&L as :

a biweekly.

Together thh his. many fnends and

comrades, ‘we ‘mourn  the- death and =

honor the Iife of this fighter for a new -

oonceptof“whatltmeanstobeahu-ff

manbemg
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(continued from page 1)

* The facts are simple -and stark: Tunica County, Miss.

is the poorest county in the U.S.; the county hospital is

a 22-room facility which only provides primary care and -

no surgery, making the infant mortality rate the highest

7' “in: the. country; 70% of the population works in agricul-

ture-—soybean, rice and cotton; from the end of Novem-

of a population of 9,000 in the county, 5,000 are on gov-

" ernment aid, while more than 900 live in sub-standard

housing. .. -
The other side of Tunica is simple and stark as
well: this same county is the home of some of the

 richest landowners found anywhere in the South.

“ It-is in- the town of Tunica, however, that the Mani-

chean reality that Frantz Fanon traced in the Third

World—"economic - substructure is ‘also superstruc-

ture...you are rich because you are white, you are white .
" -because you are rich”—comes to life. For running paral-

lel with the commercial avenue in the town of Tunica is

‘Sugar Ditch alley and its open sewage trench for which

it is named. And like the two pillars of the “Southern
way. of life” that they betoken, there stands the largest
white Baptist church in the county at the north end,

~.and the Tunica County Bank at’the south end of the
‘Ditch. Both, which are no further than the width of the
-alley ‘from the shacks that lean along the Ditch, have

thrown up high fences at their rear to: block any view of
the Black life that «dwells. behind them. Of course, in the
Spring, when the rain comes and the raw sewage over-

- flows the Ditch, there’s no blocking out the stench:

‘But' Sugar Ditch is not alone a testimony to the
depths ‘of the Black condition in America. Listen to one

" of the. militant Black women who lived along Sugar

Ditch up until January of this year, whose collective

-protest with a group of Black women from the Ditch
‘back in January 1984 led to the media attention that

brought forth a national outcry:
“Though we are no longer there, things are just hke they

- were -when we were on_the Ditch. There are still no jobs,

and no. future for me with nine kids. And it's not that 1
don’t want to work. The last time I worked was last Au-
gust, for three days. I can’t get a job because people around
here saw me on TV talking about Sugar Ditch.

“When Rev. (Jesse) Jackson came here it did a lot of

" good in_getting ‘national attention. If he hadn’t come here

things might still be the same. But. it wasn’t only him, it

~ ber to April there is no work, forcing people to live on
“unemployment ‘compensation and food stamps; and out

was the people of Tunica who were outspoken. No one could -

have done anything without the people - speaking out for

themselves. If we hadn’t done something, there wouldn’t be
any changes. I.wasn’t working for myself, but for my cluld
ren and the future.”

INDIANOLA, SUNFLOWER COUNTY
- Finglly, we. come to Indianola, in Sunflower County,

“Miss—home county of Fanny Lou Hamer—where the

- full measure of the ongoing Black struggle in the Delta
_“"¢an ‘be taken. The Black women workers at the center

“of that struggle will be heard ‘speaking for themselves in
- - the pext issue of News & Letters.

The union drive to organize workers in the catfish

o _industry—unprecedented in the Delta—is actually
the ¢ulmination of many streams of struggle over the

last year. Ever since the Black education boycott,

* which lasted 30 days back in March and April of
.~ 1986 and succeeded in Indianola getting its first
-Black- superintendent of schools, Dr. Robert Merritt,

other struggles have come to a head.

Rev. Michael Freeman, one of the few Black minis-
ters who supported the catfish workers durmg the union
drive, chronicled the succession of struggles in Indianola

- over the last year: “On March 25, Black students began
‘the school boycott. In June, (Black Congressman) Mike

Espy gained a ‘majority in  the primary election and in
November won the run-off. In October the union was

voted in at Delta Pride, 489 to 349. One of Mike Espy’s

greatest strengths was the labor vote. Workers are the

" ‘Delta. 'Ihats why 1 say theres been ‘an awakening

~ ‘Those who refused to acquiesce’
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o o ‘We the people no longer enslave, but the cred-

" it does not belong to the Framers. It belongs to
' those who refused -to acquiesce...” So spoke Su-
preme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall in critiqu-

S

DeOBOQ0000000

ing all the hoopla over the bicentennial celebration -

; - of the U.S. Constitution. He attacked the “perpetu-
o ation of slavery” and disenfranchisement of women
@ that was mcorporated dnectly into -the Constltu-
s tion.

-1t has been radicals in thls country who long ago
©  pointed out the sharp difference between the Dec-

-5+ laration . of Independence and the Constitution.

1 80

Raya Dunayevskaya, writing as a young woman in
“the 1930s, noted, “They (the ‘revolutionary forefa-
: thers) ‘utilized the extravagant rhetoric of the Dec-
“laration of Independence when they needed to mo-
bilize. the masses for thé revolution but once the

060000

~ consolidate their power and foisted the adoption ‘of

OO OGO0G00

" fraundulent means...”. (The Raya. Dunayevskaya
Collectnon, microfilm #8772) )
o Indeed, even . that decument of revolutxona:ry

. rhetoric, the Declaratlon of Independence, dropped

5.0

\ ' .a paragraph’ condeming slavery. ‘As our pamphlet
Amencan Cw:hznhon on Trlal—Black Masses as

masses acoomphshed the revolution, they sought to

" the Constitution upon the masses with all the

- and Africa,” by Raya Du

Struggles in the Delta

*.Aeross the Delta School boycotts have hit Tunica, Ab—
erdeen and Hinds counties, and have gone into Louisia-

na.” The same people involved in the school boycott
worked for Espy’s election and are now participating in
the union struggle.

Although Delta Pride has tried to forestall negotiating
a contract with the union by taking the matter to Reag-
an’s National Labor Relations Board, it is by no means
out of the question that a strike will be called.. The one
note of concern that I heard was whether Congressman
Espy will risk jeopardizing his electoral base among the
Black working people who elected him by procuring De-
fense Dept. contracts for the catfish industry, at the ex-
pense of the workers’ struggle to unionize and change
their horrible conditions of labor.

No matter what the outcome s, this much is certain:
there is a revolution going on in the life of the Black
South today that has taken Black thought beyond mere
survivalism to a “ruthless criticism” of all half-way
measures, as well as all leaders. Once that is united
with a full-blown philosophy of revolution, as Fanon
concluded, it “cannot do- otherwise than define-a new
humanism both for itself and for others.” That is the
junction these new struggles in the Black Belt have
reached.

h

Anger over ‘Amnesty’ law

Los Angeles, Cal—“T'm here illegally from Mex-
ico. P’m angry at this new immigration law. Why is it
that the laboring people always get the short end of
things? It makes no sense for them to persecute us, who

_have been feeding and clothing this country.

“They go down to Latin America and- extract our
blood there. We come here to try to balance our lives
out, and they extract blood from us here. This new law
is supposed to ‘help’ us, but if this is the help they're
going to give us, we can see that it’s nothing. We have

-to get together and help each other and help ourselves.”

So-spoke a young man two days before May 5, so-called
“Amnesty” day. - ‘ ,

- Lynn Alvarez, of the Central American refugee center
El Rescate, remarked to the press that she hadn’t dealt
with one family that wasn’t being torn apart by the

-+ “amnesty” regulatlons And not only are the amnesty

applications in English only, but each applicant is re-
quired to provide the names and cities of residence of
each brother, sister, son, daughter, spouse, or former
spouse! The INS has “promised” that this information
will not be used to deport anyone—but “fllegal aliens”
are nervous, distrustful, and angry.

. Thirteen demonstrators were arrested May 5 at a

poon protest at the Federal Building, as they blocked
“the gate of the wire loading “cage” many undocumented’

workers pass through as they are deported. “With or
without documents, we are workers and we have
rights,” one demonstrator shouted, as he was arrested,

handcuffed, and led away. No one knows what these '
. next weeks and months will bring.

~Michelle Landau and Ana Maxllon
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- 'Vanguard notes, “Upon the insistence of the
Southern delegation at the Continental Congress, -
this paragraphl was stricken from the Declgration.’
In this first burial of full freedom’s call. hes
imbedded the social
conflicts of today.”
~ This pamphlet, Ameri-
can Civilization ong
Trial, presents the true
revolutionary history o
the United States. It doc
uments the -long struggle
for freedom, from before i
the Civil War to our day, [
of “those whoirefused ‘to §
acquiesce.” The expanded
1983 edition" includes an
Introduction, “A 1980s
View of the Two-Way
Road Between the U.S

00000040

na_evska,a. )
giip ~Only$2

Order from News & Letters, 59 E. Van Buren, ;

‘Reom 707, Chicago, IL. 60605 S e

‘Carawgn for the Forgotten
Today S Guatemalan reallty

Los Angeles, Cal—“Wny is it that ‘when you .

hear a lot'of the news about Central America, you hear

. so- little about Guatemala .even though 38,000 people
have been ‘disappeared’ since 1965 and it’s still going

on? It’s because the elected ‘civilian’ government of

Pres. Cerezo hides the fact that the army still controls

everything, from -agriculture to  the banking - system.”
These were the words of Frank La Rue, a spokesman

. for the caravan of buses and cars that started in Van- -

couver, British Columbia, Canada, “with a handful of
Guatemaltecas and gringos,” and is working its way
down the West Coast to deliver food, toys, medical and
educational supphes to some 45,000 Guatemalan refu-

gel(-;s languishing in camps in Mexico and Guatemala it-
se

caravan. The presence of a schoolbus filled with do-

nated goods affirmed the solidarity of the spirited

gathering. North Americans of all races joined Cen-
tral and South: American activists, including many
of the estimated 200,000 Guatemalans living in Los
Angeles. They as well connected this effort to the
fight against deportatlon The driver of the bus said,
“What are national borders? They re just fences to
separate workers.”

A spokesman for the Umted Guatemala Opposxtlon
(UGO) told of new stirrings in'the. trade union move-
ment, including strikes by government werkers. There
are still four surviving .guerrilla  organizations, and on
Thursday, April 30, some 5,000 pesdsants occupied the

main square in Guatemala City, demanding land reform:
" This brought a roar of approval from the crowd who -

hadn’t heard ‘this news in the U.S. media. The UGO
spokesman added: “Guatemala gets - underplayed be:
cause its counter-insurgency state isn’t concentrated in
one U.S.-backed dictator.”

But it seems certain now.that the unportance of the
Guatemalan masses as a-‘ vital force in" revolutionary
Latin America will not be underplayed- by the move-
ment. This event saw both an’ outpouring of donations
and many people signing up for the “Rapid Response

Network,” whose public pressure recently tracked a
“disappear " woman and forced her release from a
military jail, ' ‘ .

—-Wayne Carter

‘Why the protests in Chile?

New Y ork N.Y.~Your readers may be wonder-
ing why the Chileans who came out to hear the Pope

on April 2 caused a “riot,” when the Pope was denounc- -

ing ‘the dietatorship they oppose. I spoke to a relative at

home who eXplamed that the anguish and desperation

of the people is so intense that it comes out wherever

people gather. It may appear to be blind rage, but who -
can criticize it when they don’t have the answers? No- -
body in Chile has the answer to how to get nd of that'

repressive regime.

"1 also learned ‘that another 8000 teachers are bemg—
laid off by the national government, as part of a plan to -
. reduce public schools: by .30%. This will mean the end of

general public educatlon since localities are too poor to
sponsor it.
The Pinochet dlctatorship has been destroymg the

school system ever since the coup of 1973. One of
the two umions it destroyed first was. the teachers.
union, because it was so democratic. It included all -
education workers, from janitors to university presi-
dents, and during the Allende years was mlhtant’f

and c¢reative about education.

: The :dictatorship replaced it with a top;down orgam-:
za_tion ‘of teachers. Last year; after much’struggle, that’
organization was. allowed to elect its officers for-the first’

time. Even though the dictatorship controlled the

group, five of the nine seats were won by ‘people in op-
poslt;on partles, so now the government:is out to de-

—Pohtlcal ex‘ife"y

stroy 1t too
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S Ava spontaneous meetmg three days after the march
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by Laurle Cashdan

The April 25 marches in- Washmgton, D.C, ‘and -San
Francisco ‘were an impressive -outcry agamst Ronald
Reagan’s. counter-revolution waged on the peoples of
- Central America-and Southern Africa. One young Chile-

an. woman expressed . what many youths felt about

Reagan’s actions; “With the Iranscam, people have seen
"~ what" Reagan’s foreign pohcy really is, but he hasn't
~stopped for a minute arming the contras. He has no re-
“spect for human lives, especially in Nicaragua, El Salva-
' ‘dor and Guatemala, And what about Chile?”

The ‘ideas expressed in the participation of many‘

youth also challenged the kind- of thinking in-the
‘movement that would rely on-less than a total alter-
native to: Reagan-Gorbachevs bipolar world. The

‘presence of so many high school and college students
at the demonstrations: meant more than numbers..

© The shouting out of solidarity across borders also in-
.volved the kinds of critical questions youth are rais-
ing about how a freedom movement _can " develop

. themn members of “SOS Racism,” discussed why the ral-

ly organizers had decided not to address the fact that
.- this march took place just a day before the one-year an-
niversary ‘of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in Russia.

The organizers had thus shown their tacit acceptance of '

the idea; common in the solidarity movement now, that
" this is not the time to criticize Russia because Gorba-
chev’s arms deals and “glasnost” policy are a road to
peace. - :

_ THE CHERNOBYL CONNECTION

One student said ‘she was glad the march kept the fo-
-cus on Central America and Southern Africa since the
media have been focusing just on the arms deals. Ap--
‘other young woman wished. that the march had been
linked to the mass anti-nuclear demonstrations in Eu-

rope marking the Chernobyl anniversary, -

_All the students agreed that their SOS Racism

group considers itself anti-nuke as well as anti-rac-

‘ist,-and that as far as they could tell, most of the stu-
- dents at the Washington demonstration were anti-

-nuke too, While marching .in’ the youth contingent

they had chanted, “1-2-3-4, we don’t want your f-----g
war, 5-6-7-8, we don’t want to radiate!” and “Money

Theory/Practice

S (contmued from page 5) :
. tors All' de-Stalinization will prove to be a trap if it
doesnt lead to the seizure of power by .the proletariat

“and the dissolution of the police institutions, political,
military and. economic, based on the counter-revolutlon
.which established Stalinist state- capltahsm ”

The 19605 .and the 1970s were very important in the

ﬂowermg of - the. -playwright Shatrov: as- he continued
~ with the single theme of Lenin. The reason I hark back
“to the 1983 review of his, then-most~popular play,
“We're Bound to Win,” is because it too started with
1918 .(we seem never to leave Brest-Litovsk). It goes all
the way to October, 1923, the last time Lenin visited his
, study-office in the Kremlin.

It isn’t that the concentratlon on a gingle great revo-
lutionary in the many crises of such a crucial, obJectlve,
‘momentous - period as ]917-23 is in itself wrong. Kt is
that those great historic events appear. as nothing but

_ background, and I would say more for the present than
* for the past. The masses as well as the co-leaders are
nothing but props, 1deas, nothing but prOJectlon of ‘a
- gingle theme of winning; mono-drama rémains, not a po-
etic or philosophic phenomenon, but -a publicistic, pro-
: pagandlstlc projection. . | —May 5, 1987

HOW TO‘C,ONTACT NEWS & LETTERS

CHICAGO: 59 E. Van Buren, Rm. 707
~ : ’ Chicago, IL 60605 (663-0839)
Meets alternate Wednesdays and Fridays; 6:30

: ,DETROIT- P.O. Box 27205
- Detroit, MI 48227
Thursdays, 7 00 P.M. Central Methodist Church,
= t Woodward and Adams -
- OAKLAND: -+ P.O. Box 3345 |
’ Oakland, CA 94609 (658-1448)
Sundays, 7:00 PM. -
3120 Shattuck Ave. (rear) Berkeley

LOs ANGELES: , . P.O. Box 29194
g - " Los Angeles, CA 90029,
P , Sundays, 6:30 P.M.-People’s College of

. Law Building, 660 S. Bonnie Brae =~ :
NEW YORK: P.O. Box 196

: Grand Central Station
NeW York, N.Y. 10163 (663-3631)

Mondays, 7:00 P.M.-Grace & St. Paul Church,
123 W, 71st St Manhattan

" P.0. Box 8251
Salt Lake City, UT 84108

P.O. Box 3384
Flint, MI 48503

$;sm;r LAKE CITY:

for tuition, not for ammumtlon"’ .
“'This ‘discussion shows one way in which the presence

of tens of thousands of youth gave the April 25 marches

meaning which spilled beyond the lines of the: organiz-

ing. Equally important was the presence at the marches .~
of thousands of workers; many of them Black and Lati- -
no. That pointed to an exciting possibility for creatmg :
new relations whrch defy the way this exploitative socie-

~ ty divides us. . ‘

IDEALISM OF YOUTH

.Some of the Apnl 25 marchers in San Franclsco

made methink’ about the way so many Third World
-revolutions that had manifested the emergence of new
‘revolutionary forces—peasants, women, youth and in-
~digenous peoples—later fell back into the: bipolar world

context of the two supérpowers.
Here is how one student posed this concern: "Too

_often after a revolution one state power has wound

up being replaeed by another state -power. Change

Stemmetz High bars puplls |

Chicago, Ill.—We still don’t know if closed cam-

. pus-is really ‘going to come to Steinmetz High ‘School.
None of us' wantit, but the school doesn’t’ hsten to

‘what' we want anyway.
A few: weeks ago a student wrote a letter ‘into the

_ school paper saying “we should have a-walkout over

closed campus, just like the students at Lindblom High
did last month. (See April 10 N&L, “Closed Campus

Walkout.”) "Just for writing this letter, she has been
~“barred: from entering the school. I've heard that some.
“other ‘students  who said somethmg about a. walkout

have also been barred.

‘This place is like a prison already You can’t even

hang-around after:school with your friends. Any stu-

‘dent - who gets-out before the ninth period (the end of
“ the day) has to-leave the area around the school
~building lmmedlately, the prmclpal comes out and

chases anyone .away who is within sight of the
school. What are they scared of anyway? Don’t we
have a right to do what we want when we leave?
Everyone is agamst the closed campus coming here,
because there is ‘so much pressure as it is.' If we won’t
be able to g6 out for lunch, thmgs will get even worse,
One thing I think ' that'll happen is that there will be
more fights between students. There have been several
fights that ‘have broken out, some of them racial, be-

‘tween Black: and Latino- especially.. But ‘1 think that’s
- really stupid: When Black and Latino fight each other,
_the white man on top just:looks down and smiles. He

knows he'll 'win that way. —Latino student.

The coincidence of the April 25 demonstratrons and -
- the "anniversary of ‘the Chernobyl nuclear explosion

H|gh school students alm to broaden antl-war forces

. has to come from the people up to really mean any-

thing.” So here in the U.S. solidarity movement, why
do we have to choose sides instead of working out

- the independent meaning of our ideas of freedom?

As against the decision of the organizers to turn their
backs on: the larger ‘world context, the students refused

to separate their consciousness of themselves as anti-nu-

>

clear and anti-racist from their solidarity. with the Cen- -

-tral American and Southern African people. What. this
reflécts is the idealism  of -youth, which will -not settle
for anything léss than a total: transformatlon, the cre-
atlon of a new, human society. : :

LaGuardla ngh School
pnsoners speak

New York, N.Y—We at LaGuardia High School; ST

have: sympathetnc feelings with the kids-who go to Fair-

“fax High in Los Angeles: (See Apnl 24 N&L) We feel

-our school is like ‘a jail too. -

We have a -computerized punch-m ‘that ‘says what

cards are computer -printouts. My freshman year the
computer made a iistake and said-1 was failing every-

thing and should be left back. You don’t feel like a per-;

son here, you feel like a piece of plastlc

My biggest gripe is that you can’t leave the bmldmg /

At lunch, or during a free period, you. can only:go .to

the lunch  room -or: to:the hbrary, which' turns- the 1i-

brary into ‘a social club so you-can’t work there.’
_There -are cameras all over, and speakers, so

you're being watched and listened to. The TV moni-: .

tor is up on the second floor, One time 1. was cutting
class, in the basement. One of the guards spotted me
-on the camera, and I heard her voice saying, “Go

back to class.” It’s like Big Brother is watching. *

Also, the security guards are armed with handcuffs.

" time you get in.: If school starts at 8:10 but you couldnt S
.-punch in until 8:11, they'd say you were late. Qur report. -

You not only have to punch:in in the ’morning,' but

. -each teacher takes attendance. You:can-also get in trou-

ble for cuttmg lunch! If the Dean sees you and' asks

why you aren't in lunch; and: you say, isn’t this my free -

period, you' can get a cut’card. They send it to your

. parents. After three:cut cards .or .other referrals- your'

parent has to meet with the Dean. rl‘he Dean calls you

~ everything from stupid to retarded. ‘ e
If you fail a class, they change: your homeroom, to

make you feel like you’re stupid. 1 know juniors and

seniors in sophomore ‘homerooms. It’s really a bad |

feelmg to know you re thought of as less thzm a per-
son,

Performing Arts, and Music and Art High School. Now

LaGuardla ngh Sehool merged the: ngh School fer =

the teachers try to make their students feel they have - .

to be better than the other departments. The way it

“should be is that dance, drama, music and art students

can do things together.
It’s the same as the kind of feehngs ‘that are encour-

‘ aged toward the students at Martin:Luther King High -
School next door. When students from King come: over, -

the security guards keep them away and tell us they're
trying to prevent a riot. They tell us there are riots ‘at
King all the time, which isn’t true. The two schools
have different hours for beginning and ending school.

All this oppression in our school is just preparing us

to go along with the oppress:on the government throws

on us later on.

Q—LaGuardxa High School students ‘
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Nlcaragua' Reagan’s wars klll U S. c:tlzen

than 100 miles from the Nicaraguan

: The brutal murder of American citi:
zen Ben Linder by the contras in Nica-
ragua is already being forgotten by the
“U.S. press. Linder, Paulo Rosales and
Sergio  Heinandez - were murdered by
.contras as they sat in a field taking
notes ‘on how to dam a- stream and
bring - electricity to the village of San
Jose de Bocay in northern Nicaragua.

‘ly because the youth was the first U.S.
citizen' ‘volunteer. in Nicaragua to be
killed by contras. Linder’s family hon-
ored their son’s request by burying him

guans turned out to honor him. In the
U.S., over 1,500 attended a vigil for Lin-
‘der on Apnl 29 in Portland, Oregon, the
city in which he grew up.

Linder was a mechanical engmeer

who, four years ago, went -to work in
rural Nicaragua. He lived in the village

project to bring electricity to the village
for the first time. The contras consider
this kind of work a “crime,” and it was
reported that . Linder  had been specifi-
‘cally targeted by contras for murder.
After wounding -him, they shot Linder
- point-blank. Three days before the at-
tacks near San Jose de Bocay, contras

killed two people. ‘

‘Many hundreds: of Nicaraguans have
been killed by contra forces, funded and
tutored ‘by Ronald “I'm-a-contra-too”
Reagan’s government. The White House
-expressed “regret” over Linder’s death,
but said he knew what he might be in
for.

Despite this shockmg murder of a
U.S. citizen, the Congressional hear-
ings now underway on the Iran-con-
tra arms deals have not stopped
Reagan’s wars in Central America for
one beat. On May 3 and 4, three U.S.
helicopters were used to ferry 300
Guatemalan troops in a two-day air-
lift to a remote area where they were
to attack armed opposition guerrillas.

troops are scheduled to begin “Opera-
tion Solid Shield.” During these ma-
neuvers they will stage an operation

News of Linder’s death spread quick-

in Matagalpa. Thousands of Nicara--

of El Cua, where he had helped on a.

hit a dairy project in the same area and _

And in ‘Hondaras, some 40,000 U.S..

‘with Honduran armed forces less

border. Recently, reports surfaced
about the CIA’s role in training Hon-
duran military death squads who

- have tortured and killed over 200 left-

ists since 1980.
As the U.S. military presence and

‘provocations have increased in Central

and Latin America, so has opposition.
On May Day, 100,000 people—peasants,
unemployed workers, ' students, house-
wives—marched in Tegucigalpa and
other Honduran cities. The demon-
stration was called by the Federation of
Honduran Workers and the rallies de-
manded an end to U.S. government
funding of the contras.

* ¥ %

In Ecuador, 6,000 U.S. troops are
scheduled to arrive May 15, ostensibly
on a mission to rebuild a ‘main jungle
road destroyed in the March 5 earth-
quake. The Socialist Party had called
this project endorsed by Reagans
friend, Pres. Febres Cordero, an “open
door policy for U.S. military interven-
tlon.”

These aren’t the first U.S. soldiers in
Ecuador. Last August, a smaller unit
arrived, again for a “lofty” purpose—to

build a road in a sparsely populated

area of Manabi province on the Pacific
coast. But many Ecuadorans felt it was
a move to test the tolerance of Latin
Americans (as was done in Bolivia) to
the - presence of U.S. troops on their
soil. Quite a few have said the project is
really a cover to build a military air
strip that can be used in staging an in-
vasion of Nicaragua.

Spanish workers
Reinosa is a symbol in 1987 of Span-
ish workers’ open and  growing opposi-
tion to the Socialist Party government’s
economic policies. Earlier this year, the
state-controlled enterprises in Reinosa—

- a steel mill, a truck parts plant, and a

locomotive engine plant—announced
they would cut the workforce by 25-
50%.

In March, workers blocked roads and
railways in daily protests, demanding
that the government meet with local of-

by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes

'ﬁcials to discuss' the proposed layf-offe.'

Instead, the government responded by

sending in anti-riot units of the le
Guards in a show of force.

The town has united behind" the
workers as new battles broke out in

-April between workers and the 1,000 Ci- -

vil Guards occupying Reinosa. Many
shops put up signs stating that Civil
Guards were not welcome inside.
Youths joined workers in ﬁghtmg the
Guards.-

Local union ofﬁclals say that unem-

ployment in Reinosa will jump to 47% if

government cutbacks go through. The
government’s economic program is ap-
pearing more and more as a social, class
question. Since Spain entered the Euro-

pean Economic Community. in January,
the government has - pressed harder to:.

make Spanish capitalism “competitive.”
Yet three million Spaniards  (21%) re-
main jobless, and only one-third receive

paltry state benefits. In Reinosa, many
workers on temporary lay-offs have al-

ready used up their unemployment ben-

efits.

"The government decn_ded to. set a
‘hard line with public sector workers

during spring wage negotiations by fiz-
ing a wage increase of 5%. This' in no -
way keeps up with the cost-of-living in
Spain, and social’ dmmons continue to
miners and rail-
way and airline workers went out on

deepen. Most recently, min
strike.

Brazilian peasants

One year after the Brazilian govern-

ment passed a land reform program, lit-
tle has been done. The situation for

landless peasants is worsening in Brazil,
“where only 1% of the rural population

owns 48% of the arable land.

Pres. Jose Sarney  announced last -

year .that some 150,000 peasant families
would be able to move onto idle farm-

land, but to date only- 15000 fa!mhesd

have received any land.

Thousands of peasants have been taku i

ing . matters into their own hands by

staging land invasions and setting up

communities on large landed estates
throughout the country. Police on

horseback recently broke up one such”

community of 95 families on a private

T
?1“
"t
i

“'inte scores of independent local unions:
’Meanwhile, the government land reform
.18 sinking 'deeper into.'a bureaucratic’

_together to ﬁght any ‘expropriations, in

‘government which' came to ‘power . in

‘Fiji’s ports to U.S. nuclear ships. The-
' new government was elected on a plat-

‘in'. the South Pacific (Pitcairn Island)

‘and statiening  of nuclear - weapons,
“prohibit ports~of-ca]1 by ' nuclear war-
- was France, which continues to test nu-

- cent test being this month..

-gigned, as part of its campaign to ex-

The peasants have combatted’ the
landowners by organizing themselves

maze while the landowners have banded

the courts and in the countryside.

Nuclear-free Pacific
~As we: go to press a mnew coalition

April in the Pacific: island state of ‘Fiji
has ‘been overthrown by what appears
to be a right-wing military coup.. Fiji
won independence from Britain in 1970
and until the elections was governed by
the Alliance Party, which had opened.

form which: included a’ non-aligned for- -

eign policy and a pledge to ban nuclear

ships from its territory.
Britain, which still holds one colony

recently refused to sign the South Pa-

“cific Nuclear Free Zone treaty, promul- -
-gated by South Pacific governments.

The treaty bans acquisition, testing -
among other’ provisions, but does not
ships. -'The main target of the treaty
clear weapons on ‘Muroroa, the most re- -

The U.S. announced in February that
it, too, will not become party to the-
treaty. Russia on the other. hand has

tend political influence in the area.

The Nuclear Free Zone treaty means .
little in the U.S-Russia nuclear face-off,
since both superpowers use the Paciﬁc
as-a vast launching pad for nuclear mis-
siles mounted on ‘ships and submarines. -
The U.S. is using a missile range in the
Marshall ' Islands (outside * the ' treaty
zone) to test Star Wars: technology.

Nonetheless, oppos1tlon and ' concern
continues to grow in this part of the
world which has suffered so much from
nuclear testing and waste dumping. And
it is' this pressure from below which
brought about"the change in policy in
Fiji, and-earlier, the nuclear ban in New :
Zealand ‘and : a large number of other?
Pacific lsland states
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‘ "farm near Sao Paulo They had been
~-occupying the farm for over a ‘month.
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“East Europe’s masses demand a radical openness from below

(eo;ntmued from page 1)

; ,preculsor to the 1956 ‘Revolution.) The demonstration
ended at the place where Lajos Batthany, the leader of -

‘1848, was executed. There Gyorgy Gado, a dissident wri-
- ter; drew parallels between Batthany and Imre Nagy,
_--Hungarian leader during the 1956 Revolution.

- Clearly, 'Hungary’s youth, whom the government

treats as “the lost generation,” are finding their way
to these officially unspeakable historic moments. The
1956 Revolution is the subject of many recent discus-
‘sions, with the Hungarian underground publishing
interviews with leaders of Workers’ Councils from
that time, renewed calls for withdrawal of Russian
- troops and  discussion of a Hungarian democracy:
that is inseparable from freedom.
.~ 'The return to-1956 has another’ sxgmficance Gorba-
: chev’s “glasnost” has been likened to Khrushchev’s “de-

“‘Stalinization”  of ‘the 1950s. Both are supposed to be pio-

- neers. Yet Khrushchev’s de-Stalinization came about af- -

ter the East German revolt had broken out and then

been crushed. He knew very well it had only been driv--

en underground, not defeated. Within Russia itself, the
Vorkuta forced labor camp had experienced a revolt.

Thus, de-Stalinization ‘was Khrushchev’s way of

trying to prevent a new revolution, the very one which

‘broke out in"Hungary in 1956. (For a discussion of this

period see Raya Dunayevskaya’s Marxism and Free-
‘dom, Chapter 15, “The Beginning of the End of Russian
Totalitarianism.”) - That this ‘did not succeed has been
‘shown over and over agam in East Europe, in 1968,
11970, 1976 and 1980.
Far from Gorbachev’s policy breakmg any truly new
‘ground, it ‘is actually far paler than Khrushchev’s de-
Stalinization, and most crucially, is"a measure, not of a
 pioneering move, but of the tremendous dissatisfaction
within the Russian emplre and its East European neigh-
“bors.

- POLAND: SOLIDARNOSC TESTS
THE LIMITS OF GLASNOST

" One hundred and -gixty: people signed a- petition to

Warsaw authorities asking to hold an independent May

"Day March limited to ten slogans that have appeared in

the official press. Permission was denied. -
Nevertheless, on May Day Polish workers marched
L with Gorbachev’s glnsnost slogan, “We need democ-
: ‘;/ryaeyhke‘weneed air,”

at theu' own independent f_

demonstration. A truck driver told the 3 000 people

who had managed to slip through police checkpoints R
that May Day was still not a real holiday of “digni-
fied labor.”. The signs were immediately pulled down’

by police who then beat the marchers with the stu*s
on which their signs were mounted.

Other demonstrations under Solidarity banners were '

held in Wroclaw and Poznan, while in Gdansk many
wanted to march despite tremendous formations of po-

" lice. As Lech ‘Walesa, one of the leaders of Solidarity

noted, the credibility of the “workers’ state” is non-exis-
“tent.

The crisis is not ohly in credibility. The most obvious,

pressing form of it is price increases. The most recent
ones, put into effect on March 29 and- April 1, will raise

the cost of living by 20%. Partlcmarly singled out are ’

pane
Commgmt_m ‘

~ South Africa in rebelhon

Striking transport workers meet inside COSA- i
TU House (Cong'ress of South African Trade :
’Umons)

o The poltce attack on strtkmg labor
-# The mass stay-away during Botha’s
whztes-only electwn :

e
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“basic foodstuffs (milk, bread, cheese, grams) as well as
coal, ‘gas and electricity. It comes-as no surprise then,
that Solidarity’s leadership is calling for any and all ac- .
tlons, including strikes; to protest the increases.. - -

In their statement condemming growing poverty as

. the result of ever-rising prices, Solidarity demands auto- -

matic* cost of living raises, not only for those working,
but for those on pensions, as well as other social bene- . -
fits, 'so- no one ‘would fall below the social ‘minimum. It

demands ‘an immediate and radical shift away from

production for productlons sake to product:on for peo-
ple. :
The economic crisis is not separated from ‘political or.
ecologlcal ones. Thus in the struggle for ‘a new society
all issues are raised. Just look ‘at theactivities of the

‘Freedom ‘and Peace group in March:

¢ On the 17th, ‘demonstrations in Wroclaw and Kra ;
kow called for freeing jailed draft resisters.

o On the 20th, Szczecin demonstrators protested the
pollution created by the chemical plant there as well as
government plans to expand the’ plant. - -

e On the 21st, in Gdansk, in three hours Freedom and

" Peace activists collected 2,000 signatures on'a petition

to stop-the building of a nuclear reactor in Zarnowiec.
(Apparently it's not the radiation itself, but information
about radiation that’s dangerous. When the news of
Chernobyl reached Wroclaw Polytechmc the dean or-’

- dered all geiger counters to be “gagged.”)

e On the 29th, protesters in Krakow and Nowa Huta
called attention to the near-total destruction of the en-

vironment there.
*#*

What is8 driving borbachev is multlfold There is the

-super-power ‘rivalry ‘with that other contender for-sin-

gle-world domination, the nuclear-armed, Star Wars-
bent Ronald Reagan; the push for production and more
production, in nuclear reactors, in weapons, in industrial
goods, that is at the heart of all capitalist regimes, be it
the “private” capitalism .of the West or the state-capi-
talism of the East, which gives us Chernobyls and -
Three-Mile  Islands. Most . crucially,  there is the mass:
dissatisfaction among the peoples of the Russian empire
and Eastern Europe whose voices ‘and actions continue’
to come forth, and which represent the most fundamen-
tal challenge to Gorbachev’s state-capitalist reglme
which dares call itself Communist. Their expressmns of
thought aud deed are yet to be fully heard.
e
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