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by Lou Turner, “Black World” columnist

In a society where any opposition, even a funeral, be-
:comes a massacre, where the rulers think they have si-
‘lenced protest, avoided attack and re-imposed . their
rule—revolution alone is concrete.

‘Today that society is South Africa, where the largest
funeral ‘in its history ‘drew some 60,000 people on April
13, to bury 27 victims of the March 21 Uitenhage Mas-
sacre, shot down while commemorating the 25th anni-
! .versary ‘of the Sharpevﬂle Massacre. “Ultenhage is not
simply ‘a place, it is not only a symbol. It is a condition.

' Uitenhage is the state of our- nation,” Rev Allen Boe-
sak told the mass funeral.

As against Sharpeville, when the movement had to

~retreat into: the underground, this time it is clear that
‘the youth and the Black majority will not retreat. On
the contrary. When the stage has been reached where
the ANC (African National Congress) is forced to turn
“to -guerrilla warfare, as its skirmishes with the South
African Defense Force in ‘the Eastern Transvaal and
the April 30 bombing of Anglo American mining offices
' in' downtown ‘Johannesburg showed; when a:Black gen-
-eral strike in Uitenhage can paralyze a major industrial
center—when these conditions exist, a society is on the
threshold of civil war. It is, therefore, the dialectics of
revolution in that society that we want to follow.

South Africa has come full circle in the year:
‘since President P.W. Botha pressured Mozambique -

into - signing the  Nkomati Accords, agreements
which the regime thought would prevent the guer-
rilla. movement from bringing the revolution
“home. Coupled with Nkomati was the begus tri-
cameral parliament which Botha established to di-
' vide Indian and so-called “colored” from the Afri-
can majority. And, in U.S. imperialism under Ron-
ald Reagan, Botha had his most dependable ally,
one who spoke platitudes about “constructive en-

gagement,” while funneling hundreds of millions

‘began with
U.S. labor

by dohn Marcotte

“Reaganism says the American worker is too rich. By
. that they mean we have enough to eat, we have a roof
‘over our heads and we want to retire at 55. And what’s
wrong with that? If you work ’til you're 65 at this rush-
rush pace all day, you're no good to do anythmg but die
or: keep working. At 55 you can still enjoy life, go for a

swim in the morning, watch the sunset in the evening.”

That’s how. an older worker in my shop sees both Reag-
‘anism and his own idea of how he wants to live.

There seems to ‘be an unbridgeable gulf between
“workers’ ideas of a different way of life and the stark
reality of the great crisis now facing' American labor.
Reaganism centinues unabated to' break unions, slash
conditions of life and :work, and swell the ranks of the
jobless and homeless with' the new stage of roboticized
high tech ‘production. ‘A‘ comfortable retirement at any
age is nearly impossible.

"HUMAN TIME VS. FACTORY TIME :

. 'Yet even at the low wages we make, many workers in
t.he shop don’t wait ’til they’re 55 to “enjoy life.” There
is a lot of absenteeism. They -say,” “The more I work,
the richer the bosses get, and we have nothing to show
for it.” One friend was telling me, “They say Abe Lin-
coln freed the slaves;, but we are still slaves here at
work. T've been sitting at this same machine for ten
years and: 1 have much better things to do with my

time.” 1 can’t remember the last time he worked ﬁve

days.

| What these workers are doing in 1985 is ex-
,pressing in a practical way the battle over human
time that led to the foundation of the May Day
‘holiday nearly a century ago.

. “As it does today, American labor faced a tremendous
cns:s 100 years ago, in"the 1880s. Then it was the mag-
' nificent. movement for the eight-hour day that had
'swept across the nation once the Civil War had ended
islavery, that led to the 1877 St. Louis General Strike
‘and that was being everywhere repressed. The bosses
- (continued on page 3)

of U.S. dollars into South Africa’s military-indus-
trial complex. Thus, the picture that Botha had a
year ago was one in which a new generation of
peace was guaranteed for apartheid. That peace
has been swept away by the powerful resurgence
of Black massés in motion.

One year after Nkomatl, the Botha regime finds itself
beset by myriad crises: 1) the March 21 massacre in the
Eastern Cape; 2) the imminent treason trial of UDF
(United Democratic Front), a multi-racial coalition of

.some 600 opposition organizations members; 3) continu-

ous revolt in townships throughout South Africa; 4) the
emergence of a world-wide anti-apartheid movement,

especially‘ in the U.S. (see stories below) and 5) an eco-

nomic: depression -of structural proportmns compounded
by the mass labor unrest of the emerging Black trade
unions:

Wlth more than 300 people believed killed since the
September revolts, we have seen police violence climax
twice. in this period. First, in mid-February, 18 people-
were. killed -in. police. attacks at the Crossroads settle-
ment outside of Cape Town. And secondly, on March
21, at- least 32 people were - killed durmg the demon-

South Africa on the threshold of civil war

strations at Ultenhage

However, it is. the remprocal action of the economic
and political content of the mass movement which is
imperative to grasp in the events from September to to-
day, if we are to gain any sense of future developments
in the present situation.

SEPTEMBER: REVOLT IN VAAL TRIANGLE

- September rent hikes brought forth mass unrest in
the industrial townships known as the Vaal Triangle. In
the East Rand and Soweto, ‘mass protests were an- .
swered with instant- repression, leaving more than 50
dead by the end. of the month. The September rebel-
lions -saw pitched 'confrontations between police ‘and
youth who ‘set up barricades in Soweto, while whole
town councils resigned under community pressure.

At the same time, 40,000 goldminers in the Vaal
Reef went on strike. Eight thousand more in. Dur-
ban joined in a sympathy strike. Both labor ac-
tions were met with police repression in what was -
the first “legal” strike by Black South  African
workers in the country’s history.

(continued on page 8)

Student antl-apartheld demonstratlons in U S

“The Columbia Blockade

Mandela Hall, Columbia University, New

York—The steps in front of Mandela Hall (formerly -

Hamilton Hall) are jammed with students — Black and
white, . Latino and Asian, women and men. Most are
from Columbia, but they have been joined by students
from NYU, Princeton and many other campuses; by
community people, and by workers from the area. The
students sit on the steps in front of doors they have
chained shut. Above their heads they have hung a ban-
ner emblazoned ‘‘Mandela Hall.” ‘Every day new ban-
ners and -messages -of support are hung or taped to the
walls. around Mandela' Hall ‘steps: “Architects in Soli-
darity,” “Musicians - against Apartheid,” “Rutgers: and
Columbia in Struggle,” “Apartheid Kills — CU Trustees
Divest Now;” “We Struggle for a Free Azania.”

The students began the blockade on April 4, the
anniversary of Martin Luther King’'s assassination
and a nationwide day of student protests for a free
South Africa. Several hundred students have sat
down and slept out in front of the hall. They are
part of the Coalition for a Free South Africa — a
multi-racial student group — to force complete di-
vestment of Columbia University’s $34 million in
companies that do business with South Africa.

On. Day 11 of the blockade the news is announced

that over 60,000 attended the funeral in South Africa of ~ |
- 27 Blacks shot -down by the apartheid regime. It is the

largest demonstration in ‘South African history. These
new explosions have inspired the blockaders.

The ‘blockaders have hung their own “restraining or-
der” to halt CU investment in South Africa on the bal-
cony over the steps. .

Trustees, you know, ‘
South African stocks have got to go
Students and supporters sing and clap and chant this
' “(continued on page 10)

The Berkeley sit-in

Stephen Biko Hall, University of California
at Berkeley—"Earthquake Day” April 16, (the anni-
versary of the 1906 San Francisco quake) saw Berkeley
students make the earth tremble. At 6 a.m. at “Stephen
Biko Hall” (formerly Sproul Hall) University of Califor-
nia police arrested 158 people for . “illegally "camping
out.” It was day seven of the Steve Biko Memorial sit-

‘in, sleep-in against apartheid, which was -demanding

that U. C. divest itself of some $1.7 billion in invest-
ments in companies dealing with South Africa. So many
of those arrested gave their name as Steve Biko that
‘the court assigned them numbers. Biko number. 55 re-
mained on hunger strike in jail.

Seventeen more, ‘including ‘13 student senators, were
arrested. at noon while petitioning the administration to
drop the charges against the students - arrested that
morning and to meet their- demands to divest.
THOUSANDS JOIN PROTEST o

Over 3,500 people came to a noon rally to protest and
show their solidarity. They heard Mario Savio of the
1964-65 Free -Speech ‘Movement proclaim -that that
movement too had begun as a-fight against racism. A
call went out for a boycott of classes.

(continued on page 10)
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Detro1t Migh—Women in Michigan won a: significant

In February, the state legislature passed a bill ban-
ning ‘Medicaid payments for abortions—the fourteenth
time such’a bill has been passed since 1978. The first. 13

times, over a period of six years, two different gover-

- nors vetoed the legislation because it denied legal medi-
cal .care  to. women who are poor. During ‘this same
time, 36 other states voted for the ban.

Last year the so-called “Right to Life of Michi-
gan” group, cheered on by President Reagan’s

campaign promise to support a constitutional

amendment . banning abortion, campaigned and
contributed heavily to the state elections, with 38
of their 39 endorsed candidates winning office.

So, when Michigan Governor James Blanchard ve-
toed the Medicaid ban again in 1985, the anti-abortion-
-ists thought they had the votes to override his veto all

- ‘sewed up, but they lost by two votes (one more than

last year). However, the victory could be short-lived as

antl-abortmn lawmakers vow to raise the issue again
“quickly.”. (An. overriden bill can be brought up for a

vote three times before it must be reintroduced.)

'NEW PRO-CHOICE ALLIANCE ,

... But while the anti-woman forces, led directly from
. the White House, seem to be getting stronger, this lat-

—est struggle in Michigan saw new pro-choice alliances
emerge that could be the backbone of the struggle still
ahead. Calling the Medicaid ban-an attempt to punish

“ the poor, a newly-formed coalition of Black, social

- work, religious-and community groups was instrumental

. in forcing legislators to save Medicaid-funded abortions.
; - They recognized, some for the first time, that this is
. . not an abstract “woman’s issue” but one of concrete ur-
gency.

What would have happened, for example, to the
20,000 women who had Medicaid-funded abortions
in Michigan last year if that funding had not been
available? How many would have ended up at
back-alley abortionists or waited so long scraping
up enough money that even a hospital abortion

Kaiser nurses’ contract
‘leaves problems unsolved

~ Oakland, Cal—There is incredible stress workmg at
‘Kaiser as a nurse, but the recent negotiations and prep-
aration for a strike before we-accepted a new contract
didn’t address the difficult working conditions. A year
ago we elected 40 negotiators, but when it came to ne-
 gotiations the California Nurses Association (CNA) used

¢ an‘economic speclahst who ended up makmg many of

’ the decisions.
¢+« 'CNA 'leadership did not caucus with the negotiating
L team over important issues. I was angry that other un-

* jons weren’t informed about the status of our negotia- -

*: tions so that we could enlist their support. We ended up
accepting a two-tier system that Kaiser can install out-
side-a 30-mile - radius of any existing facility.

Also, hospital nurses lost a great deal on the is-
sue of holiday time (a take-away). If we work on a
holiday, we no longer: have a right to a compensa-
tory day off, only holiday pay. We had two weeks
to talk about the settlement, but the contract was
kept secret till the day of the vote.

The stress level .in the hospital is extremely high be-
cause the staffing is chronically short. On the wards the
patient/staff ratio is six to one on day shift, higher on

other shifts. Staffing is done without regard to how ill -

patients are. On one shift I was responsible for 16 pa-
tients, with many needing lots of attention, and only
myself, a registry nurse and a nurses’ aid. I ended up
crying. The only thing that got us through was that the
night RN and LVN worked a double shift. I felt this
was unsafe for patients and staff and notified my super-
visor that I was accepting the assignment but also filing
an “assignment despite objection form” with.CNA. -

Most of the time I worked all the way through
- the day just to get the job done, with no lunch and
no break. I would come in a half-hour ahead to
make out assignments for the shift and outline my
work for the day. Supposedly work is measured
according to acuity, which means for example that
a patient who is comatose and requires regular
turnings, dressing changes, etc. would require
more than patients who are ambulatory and can
do many things for themselves. Staffing according
to acuity hardly ever happens. Acuity has just be-
come another job because it now has to be filled
in daily on each patient’s nursing care plan.

The pressure is up everywhere. Now that we have
computers, each nurse is tracked for the number of ap-

. pointments made each month. During the flu season the

work on the phone is outrageous After we had worked
at a very busy pace,: the 8 tratlon sent us.a notlce
 saying 90% of. incommg calls have to be answered with-
in three minutes. This is a reglonal goal but now they
want a written explanatlon (from the supervisor) when
we go below 90%. . —Kaiser nurse

Michigan ep‘ro-life’

defeated—for now'

. : - would have been dangerous? What about their
‘victory in March in their long battle to save Medicaid- - :

... funded: abortions—but the war is far from over:

lives?
The Black community, above all, knows what it's like -
to be the brunt of attack by the Reagan nght as they

- have suffered five years of Reagan cuts in services, edu- :

cation, health care, affirmative action and jobs, so that
they face daily life and death issues.
‘PRO-LIFE’ HYPOCRITES

" They can see that the hypocrites, like Reagan, who

- call themselves “pro-life,” are in fact just the opposite.
Those so-called “pro-lifers” don’t give a damn about"

the life of the pregnant woman, or the baby after it is
born, or the lives -of others either for that matter.
Twenty-gix self-proclaimed “right-to-life” legislators in
Michigan have attached their names to both the bill to
end Medicaid abortions and the bill to reinstate the
death penalty. These same “pro-life” legislators and
their supporters work consisbently against adequate wel-
fare payments and services for the poor and are plan-
ning to introduce a bill banmng all insurance-paid abor-
tions.

The war—especxally against women, Black America
and the poor—is definitely not over. But the strength
from the real pro-life, pro-woman alliances could serve
to give direction to the Women’s Liberation Movement
whose long struggles 15 years ago gained women the
right to control their own lives and bodies—a right now
senously in danger of being taken away.

—Mary Jo Grey

}May Day’s labor fighters;i'

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn with leaders of the Butte
(Montana) Miners Union, 1909. Already a veteran
of May Day demonstrations, as well as strikes and
socialist agitation, her visit to the copper mines
was requested by miners who had heard of ‘the
"rebel girl.”

" ‘what are supposed to be free Saturdays.

. other sources. They set a deadline for calling an even

women- |
~worldwide

Eight Palestinian women prisoners at Neve Tirtsa, Is-
rael were put into solitary confinement in January, 1985
for continuing a work strike against prison conditions.
Last  year, a nine-month strike was begun by six Pales-

tinian women prisoners’ refusal to cook for male guards.
- They won support from both Jewish prisoners and Pal-'

estinian and Jewish women’s groups—“Women Against

the Occupation” and the “Palestinian Women’s Work

Committee.” _ —Information from No More Cages
: * %k ¥

On April 11, the U.S. Civil Rights Comm:ssnon,
chaired by Clarence (“Looney Tunes”) Pendleton, voted
5-2 to reject “comparable worth” as a concept for en-
forcing the civil rights of women workers. The concept
seeks to compare the worth of the various jobs in
which women predominate to “men’s jobs” in order to
redress pay discrepancies. ' ,

* £ %

The United Nations End of the Womens Decade
Conference is scheduled to take place in Kenya in July,
1985. But the Kenyan government has already an-

- nounced that it intends to arrest any lesbians or any

political feminists who come to Kenya to attend the

_ conference. Black feminist author Barbara Smith asked,

“How are. Afro-American women going to act, when
they start trying to arrest us... within the family... in a

country from which we came""

. —Information from Gay. Commumty News
o * & %

Called “theforgotten veterans of Vietnam,” many of
the 10,000 civilians—most of them women—who served
in Vietnam during the war are fighting for help with
medical problems related to exposure to Agent Orange,

- incjyding multiple sclerosm, ;thiscarriages- gnd- birth de-
. fects. Women who: worked in:Vietnamy with: the: Ameri-

can Red. Cross, USQ.:and.other private U.S. :agencies
are. being -ignored by the:government and the medical
establishment who say. “their small numbers are statis-
tically - m'elevant ”

Internatlonal Women’s Day
 strike in Warsaw

One l’recent strike' says a ‘lot about Poland today
* When women at the Rosa Luxemburg factory in War-
saw -compared their- paychecks with the prices in the
stores, they: celebrated March 8, Internatlonal Women’
" Day (observed by the Polish government as a kind of
Mothers’ Day), by gomg out on strike for higher wag
for all 'workers, Their “average” pay is substantiall
lower than the national average, even though it include
overtime pay for 10-12 hour days, plus pay for working

“ During 'the negotiations, the women refused to nomi-|
nate a delegation. Rather each spoké in turn for every-
one. They would not take management’s excuses of no
more money to pay them, or no authority to get it from

larger sirike.. The management is nervous. They have
learned that the women are “stubbom." If they decide
to strike they will go out agam and again. Women bear
the brunt of the perennial pnce rises which -Solidarity
- leaders call murderous. .

meew Bujak (leader of underground Solidarity)
has now stressed that price rises, like those which drove
these women to strike, are the number one problem. It
has not always been the Solidarity leadership’s view|
that the economy and political questlons are so closely
interwowen. - ‘

But the fact is that the mseparabxhty of economi
and politics, clear to Solidarity leaders today, was raised
from below three yedrs ago at the highpoint of Solidari-
ty in October, 1981 by women in Zyrardow who struck
against 'the' advice of -the church and against their own
leaders when they refused to agree that their demand
for food was pohtlcal " and therefore illegal.

—-Pohsh ex:lq

Karen Norman acquitted

Detroit, Mich.—After a second jury trial, Karen Nor-.
man was acquitted April 17 of murdering Lamont Pow-
ell, the man she had killed after he had raped her on
. May 6, 1984. (See N&L, December, 1984.)

Attorney ‘Marjorie Cohen said, “If she acted out of
fear and not. out of mahce, she is not guilty of any
crime. This man was: raping her .in her own house and
she had a right to defend herself...It seems the blggestw
crime Karen Norman committed was escaping without |
serious injury—and isn’t that the point of self-defense?
Does she have to.come in with her head bashed in to
believe she has been raped?”

TheﬁrsttnalendedmamlstnalDec 28, 1984. All
testimony :regarding: “rape trauma syndrome’™ had-been

" excluded by Judge Beverly Jaspers. -

. The Karen Norman Defense: Committee, a coalition
of Detroit-area  feminists, . attended: the trial, raised
funds and publicized the case nationally. They criticized
the prosecution for disregarding rape ‘as: valid grounds
for self-defense. They -contrasted the: case: of Vincent
Chm, in 'which - two- white- men who chased and beat
. Chin to death  were given : probatlon, to. the ‘murder
charge :against Norman, who -is a - Black >20-year-old
Wayne ' State student and mother of two. Feminists
maintain that the case is a significant victory for Nor-
man and for a woman’s right to defend herself.

For more information contact Karen Norman De-
fense Committee, P.O. Box 3312 nghland Park,
MI 48203. ‘

L B ’ )

LA Women’s Center burned

Los Angeles Cal ~On the night of April 9 .a fire de-
stroyed most of the Los Angeles Feminist Women’s
Health Center. The Center had been the object of har-
assment and bomb threats from anti-abortionists for se-
veral months, and although the cause of the fire is still
undetermined, all indications :point towards arson.

The last three years have seen 30 arson and bombing
attacks on abortion clinics nationwide, with religious
fundamentalists claxmmg these bombmgs as “God’s
law 1" c

It was a devastatmg sight to see ‘the. burned-out Cen-
ter the morning after the fire. This was one of the first
feminist health centers in the U.S. and a pioneer in
helping women learn about our bodies as part of the
whole process. of taking back our lives. The operating
rooms, and equipment were totally destroyed (damage
was estlmated at $100 000); but one waltmg room re-

. mained, and the portrait of birth control pionéer Marga-
- ret Smger was. still hangmg on the wall.

A hand-painted mgn was in the doorway: “You c

; bum down a woman’s right to control her body ”

ready :the health center staff had set up a van on the
street, doing pregnancy screening, and referring women
to other clinics for abortions and other health services.
Over 60 people turned out for a meetmg, held within
of the fire, determined, in the. face -of the
ghg dts we(fag:g, to contmue the struggle for women’s re-
rodm"txve freedom and feminist health care. Funds are
adly _needed. Send _ contributions to; Feminist Wom-

" en’s Health Center, 6411 Hollywood Blvd. Los. An-

geles, CA 90028. «—M.L.
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International workers solidarity needed

by Felix Martin, Labor Editor

We are hearing a lot lately about trade barriers. The
U.S. government is threatening the Japanese that it will
impose tariffs and other restrictions on Japanese goods
coming into this country if Japan doesn’t buy more
goods from America. Secretary of State George Shultz
said to Japan’s Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe that “We
must begin to hear the cash registers ring.”

‘But whose cash registers will be ringing, I wonder.

The U.S. government and corporations have been joined
by the leaders of the big unions in saying that it is
American workers who will benefit from restrictions on
foreign imports. The garment workers union held a big

rally recently, with the leaders waving flags and shout- -

ing “Buy American”; and the UAW bureaucracy has for

a long time joined as one with the corporate executives

of GM, Ford and Chrysler in calling for restrictions on

Japanese cars coming into the U.S.

CAPITALISM IS WORLD SYSTEM

As a worker, 1 see things very differently. What I see
- is that the capitalists of one country are trying to pit

“their” workers against the workers of another country.
" This is what they have always done, and it always ends

up in_a war where the capitalists make even bigger

profits'and the workers kill each other.
Common sense tells me that my enemy is not
the low-paid workers of the Third World, and that
. the big multinational corporations are not my
" friends. I know those corporations care about
_ their profits and not about the livelihood of the

American workers. That is why we have seen so

many of them close up shop and move their Amer-
.. ican profits to the Third World where labor is

cheap.
. I remember 20 years ago, when 1 first went to work

for GM, we used to assemble many auto parts that had
. been made in other countries. Since then, whole cars
are made abroad and sold in the U.S. as “all Ameri-
can.” The UAW knows this but says -nothing against
“all American” GM, with its “all American” profits. In-
stead, the UAW carries on a campaign as if the Japa-
nese workers were our enemy.

Some of the truth about GM’s treahnent of its
690,000 workers around the world came out in a
recent report issued by the Geneva-based Interna-
tional Metalworkers Federation. The report says
that GM should be called “Scrooge of the Year.” It
shows, for example, that at the GM plants in Mexi-
co, the company increased its earnings by 47%

WORKSHOP TALKS

. (continued from page 1)
hired armed: guards and formed private armies to crush
the labor movement. Union meetmgs were broken up
... and leaders imprisoned. -
- ORIGIN OF MAY DAY =
;- "The: response - of American - labor then was 340,000
; -workers. marching. all over the country on May 1, 1886,
. for the eight-hour day. In 1888, the AF of L called for a
: worldwide general strike for the: eight-hour day on May
1, 1890. That call was given international support by
the new Second International in 1889. May Day was
‘born. out. of the new kind of labor struggles around the
eight-hour day in the U.S.

But it took the Humanism of Karl Marx, the phi-
losopher of freedom, to catch that that eight-hour
struggle was about much more than just a physi-

" cally shorter day or a means to end unemploy-
ment—though it certainly was that. Marx caught
that it was a challenge to the very basis of capital-
ist production, »

The philosophy of the workers saying, “When does

" my day begin and when doed my day end,” was great-
er—because more concrete—than any Bill of nghts or
Declaration of Independence on paper. That is why
such a simple idea could be the basis of such a powerful
‘movement. When the labor leaders lost sight of that, as

- the AF of L did, they had nowhere to go but away
from the workers.

May Day is now all but forgotten or celebrated by

- the state-capitalist powers as a military spectacle, but

" ‘today’s workers continue to fight the battle over human

¢ time and-to challenge the very idea of what is wealth in
our society.

Marx -expressed the challenge philosophically when he

- ‘wrote that beautiful statement: “When the narrow bour-
geois form has been peeled away, what is wealth, if not
the universality of needs, capacities, enjoyments, prod-
uctive powers, etc., of individuals, produced in universal

- ‘exchange...the evolutlon of all human ‘powers as such,
unmeasured by any previously established yardstlck——an
end in itself?...”

This May Day 1985; we can look at May Day not just
for its American roots or international dimension—as
important as those are—but also turn to the Humanism

{ Jof Marx' that could meet that: great movement in life

i 'with a’movement in' thought, to make it aware of its
own greatness. It is that Humanism that we can see in -
«. " the struggles and ideas of workers in 1985, a criticism of -
“our whole form. of labor, and the basis on whlch to -

‘ ,buildawholenewwayofhfe :

‘around the world are getting worse,

from 1981 to 1984, but cut labor costs 18% through
wage and benefit reductlons In Brazil, real wages
of GM workers declined 63%.

‘Another recent study, from the International Labor
Organization, shows how the. conditions of all workers
with more on-the-
job-deaths and - increasing violations of trade union
rights. Capitalism is a world system, and the enemies of
the workers are not the workers of another country but
our own capitalist rulers.

' AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL

The News & Letters pamphlet American Civiliza-
tion on Trial shows that, during the Civil War in this
country, the textile workers in England held mass dem-
onstrations to prevent their ruling class from interven-
ing on the side of the South, despite the fact that their
own livelihood depended on a steady flow of Southern
cotton. They said they would rather starve than support
slavery.

That pamphlet also shows that, in 1905, American
workers organized “one big union,” and they called

themselves Industrial Workers of the World. That was -
the same year as the Russo-Japanese war, when the.

leaders of the Russian and the Japanese labor parties
met and shook hands, defying their capitalist, chauvinist
rulers.

Our union leaders today have ‘the same capitalist,
chauvinist mentality as the rulers, but as workers we
have to take back the path of international solidarity.
Capitplism is worldwide. We can’t let them trick us that
the question is “free trade” vs. “trade barriers.” To
fight capitalism, workers as a class have to join together
with each other across national boundaries. Then we

" can win.: .

Bad quality forces lay-off
at U.S. Auto Radiator

Detroit, Mich—On Thursday, April 18, U. S. Auto
Radiator laid off half the people on day shift and half

on the night shift. They’re laying everybody off on the
day shift who has low seniority and telling them they

can collect unemployment. They're taking half the night

shift—the ones with high seniority—and putting them
on days. That’s supposed to be temporary, but they
have -also told the laid-off people to use their- medical
benefits before they run out in June.

There are people still working who don’t have as
much time as people laid-off. It seems the company just
laid off whé they want. And the union president, Calvin
Reeves, hasn't: done anythmg to make the company fol-
low seniority.

The word is that the company lost two big contracts
because of poor quality. Management ‘will tell workers
to pass something -when it should just be scrapped. If
you can’t get it right from the start of production, it’s

- no good from the beginning. We make radiators from

raw materials—a roll of copper, a roll of brass and oth-
er parts.

When the copper comes off the machmes, 1t’s in the

shape it’s supposed to be in. But sometimes it won’t be
good. It will either be too long, too short or bent. We'll
tell the foreman, “This is no good.” He'll say, “Use it.”
Why is he saying use it? Because of his rush for prod-
uction. He doesn’t want to shut the machine off and get
it fixed or have anyone go home early.

—Plant One workers

Del Rey Tortilla boycott

Del Rey Tortilla workers picket grocery store.

Chicago, Ill-——“Tortillas no, union si!” was the chant
of Del Rey Tortilla factory workers picketing ‘a grocery
store on 26th Street on Chicago’s West Side which had
refused to support a boycott started by the workers.
Their leaflet explained that Del Rey mistreated its’
workers, paid them low wages and refused to recognize
their union. ,

Del Rey Tortilla workers first began organizing for a
unjon in 1982 with the help of the late Rudy Lozano.
Rudy worked for the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union (ILGWU) organizing unorganized immi-
grants who work in Chicago’s numerous sweatshops. In
December of 1982 Del Rey workers voted to be repre-
sented by Local 76 of ILGWU. Del Rey fought their
.workers by firing those who were pro-union and by call-
ing Immigration to detain and deport the rank-and-file
leadership.

A boycott of Del Rey products was orgamzed in
Spring of 1983, but was cut short by the deporta-
‘tion of the shop’s-leadership and by the still un-
solved assassination of Rudy Lozano in June, 1983.
The workers filed a complaint with the Labor
Board, which found Del Rey “guilty of illegal fir-
ings and intimidation and of refusing to negotiate
with the workers.” »

By Spring of 1985 the company still refused to nego-
tiate so the workers decided to try another :boycott.
With the help of the ILGWU and a local workers’ or-
ganization, Asociacion Pro Qbreros, Del Rey workers
asked stores throughout the Latino communities not to
carry Del Rey tortillas. It is a unique alliance of work-
cers and community residents fighting together for just
working conditions, but it is not without its difficulties
and the result is far from clear.

Del Rey workers who had not been fired showed up
at the grocery store for a counter-demonstration with
signs saying “Tortillas si, union no.” A Del Rey worker
participating in the boycott looked at the counter-dem- -
onstrators and said, “The company pays them to picket
against us, pays lawyers to ﬁght us in court, but they

can’t pay us a decent wage:” ~—Chicago reader

&
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Subscribe to and write for News & Letters

Who We Are and What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees, an organization of
Marxist-Humanists, stands for the abolition of capi-
talism, whether in its private property form as in
the U.S,, or its state property form as in Russia or
China. We stand for the development of a new hu-
man society based on the principles of Marx’s Hu-
manism as recreated for our day.

News & Letters was created so that the voices
of revolt from below could be heard not separated
from the articulation of a philosophy of liberation.
‘A Black production worker, Charles Denby, author
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal,
became editor of the paper. Raya Dunayevskaya,
the Chairwoman of the National Editorial Board
and National Chairwoman of the Committees, is
the author of Marxism and Freedom, Philoso-
phy and Revolution and Rosa Luxemburg,

- Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy of
Revolution, which spell out the philosophic
ground of Marx’s Humanism internationally as
American, Civilization on Trial concretizes it on
the American scene and shows the two-way road
between the U.S. and Africa. These works chal-

. ; lénge - post:Marx - Marxists to return to Marx’s

- ‘Marxism. - At -a -time. when the' nuclear world is

threatened with the extinction of civilization itself
“ * it hecomes imperative not only to reject what- is,

but to reveal the revolutionary Humanist future in-

. tative society, we participate in all class and free-

‘ * one who is a participant in these freedom struggles’
" for totally niew relations-and a fundamentally ' new.

herent in the present.

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the year
of the Detroit wildcats against Automation and the
Montgomery Bus -Boycott against segregation —
activities which signalled- a new movement from-
practice which was itself a form of theory. We or- -
ganized ourselves in Committees rather than any
‘elitist party “to lead.” The development of Marxist-
Humanism in the U.S., 1941 to Today is recorded
in the documents and on microfilm available to all
under the title, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec-
tion, on deposit at the Labor History Archives of
‘Wayne State University. '

In opposing the capitalistic, racist, sexist, exploi-

dom struggles, nationally and internationally. As
our Constitution states: “It is our aim ... to pro-.
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks and
other minorities, women, youth and those intellec-
tuals ‘who have broken with the ruling bureaucracy
of both capital and labor.” We do not separate the
mass activities from the activity of thinking. Any-

way of hfe, and ‘who believes in these principles, is
invited to join us. Send for a copy of the Constitu-
tion of News and Letters Committees.




¥
"( Page 4

THEORY /

.. ration for a “new Humanism,”
o, that he had discovered the economic laws of capitalist

IPRACTICE

" by Raya Dunayevskaya

NEWS & LETTERS

i  MAY, 1985

Edztors Note: On March 21, 1985, Raya Dunayevskaya

. Chairwoman of News and Letters Committees, delivered a

talk on . “Dialectics of Revolution: American Roots and

" Marx’s World Humanist Concepts” at the Wayne State

University Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs in Detroit
to coincide with the opening of an exhibit of her Archives.
(For text and report see N&L, April, 1985) At the same

_ time she added Volume XI, covering the years 1981 to 1985,
“to her Archives, which are housed at Wayne State under

the title, "The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection: Marxist-
Humanism—1941 To Today, Its Origin and Develop-
ment in the U.S.” -Below we print the “Introductory Note
for’ Volume Xr”

»

1981 -1985 — Dlalectlcs of Revolution:
American Roots and
World Humanist Concepts

The overall title of this volume, which covers the four
years, 1981-1985, returns to the birth of Marzxist-Hu-
manism in the U.S. when Marxism and Freedom,

" from 1776 Until Today, in 1957, defined the two aims

of that -work to be the American roots of Marxism and
its world Humanist dimension. We had practiced Marx-
ist-Humanism before 1957, but we had focused at first
on -the theory which saw state-capitalistn as the new

‘ . world stage of capitalism, ‘a theory we felt had been

proved by a three-year study from original Russian

" sources published in 1942. We had not then proclaimed

‘Marxist-Humanism in the U.S. as an important, inde-
pendent, historic Tendency. Even in 1957, although
Marxism and Freedom was rooted deeply in the revo-
lutionary dialectic, we had not singled out, along with
the two aims we had specified, the third characteristic
of Marxist-Humanism—the dialectics of revolution.
That is what characterized every chapter of the book,

" as-it was traced through the historic periods from the

French: Revolution and the Abolitionist Movement in
America, through the 1917 Russian Revolution, to the
revolutions in our own post-World War II age.

“ THE TRANSCRIPTION and publication of-

Marx’s. Ethnological Notebooks in the 1970s made
“provable” our claim that the new moments of Marx’s
last decade had seen him return to his first, 1844 decla-
greatly -deepened now

development. This view of Marx’s Marxism as a totali-

"ty made it clear that from the start, in the early years

when he had written his “Critique of the Hegelian Dia-

lectic,” Marx had not only broken with -capitalism but

“-also critiqued both Feuerbachian mechanical material-

_.ism and what Marx called “vulgar communism.”

< It. was. Rosa - Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, -
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution that first cre-

ated the category of post-Marx Marxists as having be-
gun with Frederick Engels, and that challenged all post-

- ‘Marx Marxists today to find in Marx’s Marxism “the
trail to the 1980s for the transformation of reality.”
“This  became the title of our Perspectives Thesis for

1982, the year that Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Lib-
eration, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution was
published, It is that concept that characterizes the
whole of this Volume XI, which begins on the eve of
‘the publication of that work, and ends on the eve of the

" publication of Women’s Liberation and the Dialec-

tics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future.
THE STRONG SENSE of internationalism that

- permeated the four years of this volume, 1981-1985, was

demonstrated both in our theory and in our activity.
The voices of revolutionaries in other countries speak
for themselves in a bilingual bulletin on the unfinished

. Latin American Revolutions; a translation by Peruvian

feminists of “Woman as Reason and as Revolutionary
Force”; a pamphlet where the voices of Guatemalan
revolutionaries are- heard; special bulletins and transla-

 News & Letters
Vol. 30 No. 4 May, 1985

“News & Letters (ISSN 0028-8969) is published ten
‘times a year, monthly except bi-monthly January-
February and August-September for $2.50 a year
" (bulk order of five or more — 15¢) by News & Let-

" ters, 59 East Van Buren, Rm. 707, Chicago, IL.
60605, Telephone (312) 663-0839. Second Class Post-

. .agepaid at Chicago, Hlinois.. POSTMASTER: Send

; .address changes to News: & Letters, 59 East Van
Buren, Rm. 707, Chicago, IL. 60605.

Raya Dunayevskaya, Chairwoman,
: ) National Editorial Board
Charles Denby . .. ...... . . ... Editor (1955-1983)

Felix Martin .. ... ... . ... .. ... Labor Editor
; 'Eugene Walker ...... SRR Managmg ‘Editor ‘
News & Leti:ers :
is printed in :

=

.~ = -a union shop. s}

Addition to Marxist-Humanist Archives

tions by Iranian exiles. We recorded, as well, the rise of
women dissidents in Russia as. Women’s Liberationists;
the developments of revolution and counter-revolution
in Poland; our opposition to Israel’s totally genocidal in-
vasion of Lebanon.

We celebrated the Marx Centenary Year, 1983, with
an extensive National Lecture Tour. It was especially
significant to us that Humanities Press, the publishers
of Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution, had chosen to
publish, on the eve of that Centenary, new editions, as
well, of both Marxism and Freedom and Philosophy
and Revolution, from Hegel to Sartre and from
Marx to Mao This we . ca!led our “trilogy of revolu-
tion.”

1983 was likewise the year the Constitution of News
and Letters Committees was amended to include a new
paragraph on Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libera-
tion, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution. It was,
nevertheless, a tragic year for us, since that was the
year we suffered the death in October of-our Black

- production worker-editor, Charles Denby, whom we

honored in our “In Memoriam” in the November issue
of News & Letters. ‘

WE ROSE TO THE DEMANDS of News &
Letters by assigning, in January 1984, two new columns
to the front-page space Denby’s “Worker’s Journal” had
filled for 28 years. One was “Black  World” by Lou
Turner and the other “Workshop Talks” by John Mar-
cotte and Felix Martin. Later that year, we published
our pamphlet on A 1980s View: The Coal Miners’
General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of Marxist-
Humanism by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya.
The impulse for this pamphlet had come during the
Marx Centenary Tour, when Dunayevskaya returned to
West Virginia, where, at one and the same time, she

~ had been active in that historic 1949-50 strike and had

been translating Lenin’s Philosophic Notebooks, initi-
ating a three-way correspondence around them with
C.LR. James and Grace Lee. (See Volume II for 35
letters from this correspondence.)

It was -during the Marx Centenary Year itself that we
had published a pamphlet on Marx and the Third
World by Peter Hudis, as well as new editions of both
Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and
the Afro-Asian Revolutions and American Civiliza-
tion on Trial. The last letter of Charles Denby to
Raya Dunayevskaya had centered on the importance of

_ the expanded edition of the latter and the essay it was

to include entitled “A 1980s View of the Two-Way Road
Between the U.S. and Africa.”

At the end of 1983, Grenada proved that philosophy
is no abstraction, and that to think all that is needed is
activity is to submit to the half-way dialectic that can

become a road to the counter-revolution. The shock of -

Grenada was the way in which the counter-revolution
right within what considered itself the revolutionary
party of Grenada had paved the way for U.S. imperial-
ism’s invasion.

The next. year (1984), the Convention of News and
Letters Committees voted to move the center of Marx-
ist-Humanism to Chicago. In making this decision, we

" considered that we were extending the Marx Centenary

Year both chronologically and conceptually. Thus we
saw the pamphlet, “Eleanor Marx in Chicago,” -as one
that had caught the “trail to the 1980s.” Indeed, so did
e et e e e a2 2 2
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our discussion bulletin around the first English transla-
tion of Marx’s Mathematical Manuscripts, which we
called: “The Fetish of High Tech and Karl Marx’s Un-
known Mathematical Manuscripts.”

THIS VOLUME ENDS with the year 1984-85 and
the exciting developments in the new home of News
and Letters Committees, which are reflected in three
publications’ in’ particular: 1) “Responsibility for Marx-
ist-Humanism in the Historic. Mirror: A Revolutionary
Critical Look” (#8334); 2) “Marxist-Humanism as a
Body of Ideas” (#8348); and 3) “Dialectics of Revolu- j
tion: American Roots and World Humanist Concepts,”
the presentation given at the Archives of Labor and Ur- =
ban Affairs on March 21, 1985.

The final inclusion in Volume XI consists of the page-
proofs of the Introduction/Overview to Women’s Lib-
eration and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching

. for the Future. This new book, which covers 35 years

of writings on Women’s Liberation, is the first major
theoretical work to present Marxist-Humanism as it it-
self developed dialectically. While it focuses on a single
force of revolution, Women’s Liberation, it actually in-
cludes all forces of social revolution—revolutions which
have been!carried out by men and women throughout :
history. The dual rhythm of any social revolution lies in
the task of both destroying the old exploitative society . |
and creatmg totally new human relations. ‘
—March 1, 1985

Justiceville, U.S_.A.

by Eugene Ford

Los Angeles, Cal—A new beginning in the struggle of
the homeless is under way in Los Angeles, where 50
white, Black and Latino unemployed and homeless
workers have set up makeshift living quarters in an
abandoned lot near downtown, called Justiceville. These

. workers are trying to do something about the plight of

the homeless by organizing themselves on the streets
rather than depending on the state, welfare, or charity.
Justiceville was formed in the aftermath of the

. 1984 Olympics when homeless people were forced

off the streets in order to present an image of a
“clean” Los Angeles to the world. But the number

_of homeless has only been increasing in Los Ange-

les and mationwide. To bring attention to their
plight, a group of unemployed workers set up a

“tent city” after the Olympics to protest the har-
.assment by the police. From the tent city Justice-

ville was formed.

These 51 people live in “dwellings” made of plywood )
cardboard, and whatever other refuse can be found.
Many who are living here were formerly sent to flea-
bag “hotels” by the welfare department, where they
were robbed and harassed. Many of these homeless say

- they feel safer on the streets for- “m -a group of people

we can struggle.”

One thing made clear to me at Justiceville is
that the people are not just looking for some char-
ity. Instead they are trying to organize for the
right of homeless people to set up their own Jus-
ticevilles. As one brother told me, “This is not a
commune like the 1960s that was trying to sepa-
rate from the world. We want to bring about dras-
tic social change here. We want to get unem-
ployed people who have no home together so we
don’t have to suffer the abuses of this system.” -

The city has responded to this development by -

. trying to evict the occupants of Justiceville, on the ba-

sis of its “unsanitary conditions.” But a court order re-
cently allowed Justiceville to continue. Many whom I
talked with there said they thought it strange that the
city would be so concerned about . “sanitation” for
homeless people when they organize themselves, but do
nothing about far worse condmons of filth in the wel-
fare hotels.

Homelessness has become a world and a natlon-
al problem. Many who pass by Justiceville say it
reminds them of the shantytowns they have heard
about in the Third World. More and more of these

" kinds of shantytowns are bound to spring up here

in the U.8. as the number of homeless increases.
What is hew about Justiceville is: that the home-
less here¢ want to organize themselves for theu'
right to a place to live and sleep. £
One occupant of Justiceville told me that he became
homeless as a result of Reagan’s economic “recovery.”
“This is & recovery of evictions, mortgage foreclosures
and repossessions,” he said. “For the working people
this recovery means more hungry men, women and
children starving, as prices and rents go up, while wel-
fare, foodstamps and aid benefits keep getting cut.” -
The city for now has decided not to evict the resi-
dents of Justiceville, mainly because it may generate
“bad press.”. Meanwhile some :in, Justiceville want to .
talk to other homeless people about what they have be-

: gun here in Los Angeles. As I looked across these card-

board and plywood _shacks, I remembered Marx’s .
phrase that “the unemployed will be the: gravediggers of
capxtahsmL" That does not seem so far off.




'M‘A)’\}, 1985

N;EWS‘ & LETTERS

B RS 2

Page 5

 Northwestern marchers say— Nicaragua si, Contras no’

Clncago, M.—On  April 13, over 350 demonstrators
gathered in front of Northwestern University’s Harris
Hall to protest ‘a scheduled speech by Adolfo Calero,
leader of the National Democratic Forces, the largest of

’nght-wmg student organization called the Conservative
Council.

For an hour we marched outside of the hall shouting
slogans” against Reagan’s Central America policies and
‘the “Contras.” As the scheduled time for Calero’s
speech drew near, we began spontaneously to walk into
the hall. Several people got up on the stage and spoke
against the “Contras” and Reagan.

It soon became clear that the overwhelmmg ma-
jority of the audience was not going to let Calero
speak. In spite of this, Calero came out amidst
skirmishes between police and those demon-

strators who still occupied the platform. As the

stage was cleared and Calero stepped to the mi-
crophone, the chant of “Nicaragua si, Contras no!”
‘was deafening. Calero could not be heard but he
remamed at the podium until several demon-
strators” drenched him, his aides and his student
supporters wn;h ammhl blood. At this point they
left theé hall.

Many different groups of students, local residents and
others from all over the Chicago area then gathered to

)

discuss mforma]ly the evening’s events and the future of

 the movémient in' opposition to Reagan’s pohcles and for
‘the revolution in Nicaragua.

Earlier in- the week, a smaller and quieter meeting
had taken place on the campus of the University of Illi-
nois at Chicago, which indicated to me a new openness
on the part-of some to go beyond opposition to Reagan
‘and the “Contras” to a discussion of the process and
- progress of the revolution in Nlcaragua
PEASANT LIFE :

The speakers were two North Americans, a man and
a woman, who had recently returned from Nicaragua
‘where they had helped harvest coffee and cotton. Both
had worked on state-owned farms which had been run
by friends of Somoza before the revolution.

They described peasant life as a difficult ‘one — hard
labor from dawn to dusk and barely enough compensa-
tion to live on. But the peasants had stressed with the
visitors the differences in working conditions before and

 after the revolution. What seemed very important was
the fact that on the state farms there was now a genu-
ine respect for the individual worker. While the pace of

Anti-Reagan demonstration

Washjngton, D.C—In the largest national demon:
stration in several years, tens, .of thousands marched on
Washmgton April 20 opc]lgosmg the degenerate policies of : -
Reaganism at home an abroad and for a.new type of .

pohtl
ing Ameri
days in’

vil ngh mft“de'ltﬁ’ church and labor organizations,

an reahty It was,

example t
spoke of driving a van from Baton Rouge, La,, picking
up other students en route. As with many others here,
he has been a dedicated political activist at home, work-
ing in a group which does “surveillance” of American
military bases, recording the ongoing war preparation
activities.

Though not visible as national organizers or
leaders of this action, the presence of student
youth was palpable Many spoke of a new level of

actlwsm oh campus, especla.lly on,. but not con-
fined to, anti-apartheid and divestiture which they .

have only recently begun to help develop.
The international dimension was not missing either.
Of the many voices to be heard in the march, Spanish

was the most prevalent. An example was a student from

Colombia, via Miami, who discussed with us the revolu-
tionary thinker Frantz Fanon. An Iranian revolutionary
looking at the April N&L story on worker strikes inside

Iran, told us of a recent Tehran. _opposition march of
‘10,000 wherein three protesters were killed. One Black -

activist carried his own handwritten placard which said
-simply “Stop Pinochet, Stop Botha.” Another carried a

rica.’ —News & Letters participants
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work was steady, there was not pressure from above to
produce — the pace was self-imposed. One peasant had

said that before the revolution “the work had been like

slavery even though it wasn’t called that.”
OPEN DISCUSSION

1 asked if there had been much dlscussmn over Presi-
dent Ortega’s new austerity program, which would in-

crease peasant wages but also raise prices even more.
One of the speakers said there had been a special meet-

ing to discuss the policy where she was working. While

the peasants understood that the U.S.-financed attacks

by the *“Contras” made the austerity program necessary,
they also wanted to make clear their concerns about
what it would ‘mean specifically for them and their fam-
ilies.

When a young Sandinista cadre attempted to defend
the government, she was told by the peasants, politely
but firmly, “The Sandinistas do not need you to defend
government pohcles 'I‘hey do need to hear from us.”

—Dav1d Park

Protest education cuts

Chicago Tl.—At the University of Illinois at Chicago .
(UIC), more than 150 students gathered on April 15 to -
' protest the appearance on, campus.of Education Secre-
: tary William J. Bennett, who was there to praise Reag- .
. an’s- latest massive ‘cuts in student- financial aid. Ben-~

nett’s statement. that students could simply give up
their “stereos and Florida vacations,”
crowd of Black, Latino and whlte student. demon-
strators.

As students gathered in front of the university’s Be-
haviorial Sciences Building where Bennett was sched-
uled to speak to 20 hand-picked students, they demand-
ed that the Secretary speak to everyone. Many carried
signs that said “Save Education, Dump Bennett > and
“Education Cuts Never Heal.”

When the crowd learned that Bennett had

slipped. in another. door, they demanded entry to:

the building. A university official warned that stu-
dents entering the building would be arrested. The
150 then streamed into the building shoutmg
*Books, not bombs.”™

Most of the student leaders chosen by the university
officials to meet with Bennett refused to do so unless

the others could be present: Bennett finally. agreed. But.
as. he left the stormy. meeting one: student: shouted,; .
“Don’t, go. back to: Washmgton and : claim legitimaey.:
.» Den’t claim .that you ve met w1th students at. UIC and :
ca) activism and cqmmlttm@nt towards transform- - .
the, high. point of “Four
pril” planned by a coalition of hundreds. of ci- -

know.what is going on.”

After Secretary; Bennett had left the Black student;;
government President Julius Polk told the .group -of

cheering: students, L think of:education ag a freedom.

When they take.a person’s freedom, well you better sit. -

down and -discuss it baby. Because if they take your
freedom: they take all you have.”

had infuriated the -

» a -
Indians fight legal web
by Shainape Shcapwe :

Since the early 1800s, the Indian ‘Act has: made ‘the
Canadian government responsible for all the welfare -
needs and social services of the Indians, from cradle to
grave. There are a lot of inequities in it, and many hor- -
ror stories. Now the government has agreed to update
some of its policies. :

For instance, it would now include a sexual equality
act. When Canadian Indian women marry outside of
their bands and leave the Teserve, they become non-sta-
tus Indians. They de not receive any of the social serv-
ices, such as they are from the government. _

The sexual equality act would bring status to
these disenfranchised women and their children
and grandchildren. It took over ten years of fight-
ing to even get that much introduced into the Indi-
_an Act. The Canadian government and some of the
Indian men have been unwilling to deal with it. ;

Then in early April Prime Minister Mulroney held a
two-day Conference of First Ministers to discuss an
amendment which would entrench self-government for
the Canadian Indians in the Constitution. Present were
Canadian leaders from the different provinces, Mulro-
ney, and representatives from organizations encompass-
ing all the major Indian groups. Along with various
women’s groups, the major organizations were the As-
sembly of First Nations, the Native Council of Canada, "
the Metis National Council, and the Inuit Committee
on National Issues..

The perspective ‘of the conference was so broad that

- it included such diverse concerns as the problems of the
- Metis, who are of mixed blood and have no rights with

either the government or any band; ‘the mineral and
fishing rights of the Inuit; and the non-status of women -
who due to marriage have been forced to separate fromj
‘their bands and their families.

At the end of the conference they were supposed. to
approve or reject the amendment. However, by then
such a watered-down version of the ‘proposed amend-
ment was on the table that the Indian groups could not
go along with it. The dmcusswns were postponed untxl{
late May. -

You saw the government trying to hold off,
making a show of taking the Indians seriously
without doing anything. By the end of the two
days, five provinces were willing to agree, but sev-
en provinces and over 50% of the national popula-
tion are needed for it to pass. I don’t thmk they’re
going to manage that.

The whole discussion about the amendment to the
Constitution has raised more questions than answers for
me. - If they pass that amendment, what will. happen
with health and welfare benefits that the Canadian In-
dians hdve’ now? Will: the® govemment ‘just say, “Well,
that's your problem,’ not our responsibility anymore”"
Then there’s’ the question of why the provmcnél govern-
ments don’t ‘want to " deal with it. What about loégmgf
oil and mineral rights? - :

To ‘me the best thmg to ‘come- gut " of the dxscqssxonk
about the amendment is that peoplé ‘are working to-'
gether to make some ‘changes. I have never seen any In-’
dian collective work together so well, despite such dif-
ferent concerns being raised by status and non-status
Indians, the Metis and the Inuit.

" Hunger, terror still stalk Salvadoran refugees

The following in-person report comes from a young
American woman studying in Costa Rica who spent 24

hours (the maximum ttme penmtted) msuie one refugee

camp in’ Honduras.

Mesa Grande, Honduras—'l‘wenty—four hours in a -
* RETURNED INTO TERROR

refugee camp. in: the mountains of - Honduras and. the

perception of what is repression and what is the strug--

gle of the people of El Salvador becomes tangible. The
site is Mesa Grande-—one of the three refugee camps in

southwestern Honduras which holds approximately

-11,700 Salvadorans. -
While. nany of the refugees have come ‘directly to -

Mesa Grande from El Salvador, others were relocated *

from :one- of 'twp camps. closer to the border where they

lived from early 1980 through 1981. In late 1981 the -
United Nations High Commission for Refugees -

(UNHCR) finally answered the pressures of the United
States government and moved the refugees farther into
Honduras, despite the refugees’ protests.

As for the housing the refugees had been promised °
upon relocation to Mesa. Grande, it did not exist. After

living in the tents they set up for quite some time, the
refugees built long wood/tent structures divided into 15

had abandoned as useless, but the refugees: would learn
to cultivate it cooperatively so as to at least maintain
some element of the peasant life they had lived.
DEPRIVED OF FOOD

/Besides outright-abuses of human rights, and harass-

mient and refugee “round-ups” by the Honduran army -
stationed Just outside the entrance to Mesa Grande, the ’
most preemng and widely talked about problem facmgf

the refugees is the decline in medications and food.
A year ago the nutrition centers were closed down,
and in late 1984 the organization CONCERN, most

".that today hold between 12 and 15 .
people. The land was of a quality that local Hondurans

known in the camp for its work in nutrition, was elimi-
nated by the UNHCR, despite the quite vocal objec-
tions inside the camp. The emergency has not passed,
as refugees continue to arrive and death from malnour- ‘
ishment is far from obsolete.

Probably the most terrifying of all for the refugees is
the recent agreement between the Honduran and the
Salvadoran governments to begin repatriating the refu-
gees this year. Refugees would be flown first from their -
current camps to a “reception center” in Honduras and
then:on to a government-controlled zone of El Salvador.

What this proJect, designed to move 10,000 refugees
this year, ignores is in fact the refugees themselves. As
the refugees explain, the Duarte government of El Sai-
vador has failed to offer any sort of protectlon or eco-
pomic aid to repatriated refugees, and ignores the fact

that thousands of refugees continue to arrive in the

camps in Honduras, and ‘an estimated 500,000 other dis-
placed persons seek internal refuge in El Salvador itself.
The refugees in Mesa Grande say they will not go, and"
international solidarity has helped them to hold their
ground up to this point.

The final issue brought up by the representative
committee is U.S. intervention in El Salvador. And
U.S. power over the Honduran army and U.S. con-
trol of the United Nations and its refugee commis-
sion... 4

With this appeal, the barbed wire fence that sur-
rounds the people in Mesa Grande becomes something
that separates ‘them only geographically from the Salva- -
dorans in El Salvador or the Guatemalans in Guztemala

or the Chileans in Chile. Even greater than the fear

that  prompted the refugees to flee their homeland is .
their hope and faith that they will one day return and
become part of a total transformation of that society.
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YOUTH PROTESTS AND QUESTIONS UPSURGE
CHALLENGE APARTHEID AND Us. BACKERS

There i8 somethmg new. in this coun-
. ‘try—and it’s 'about time. You come
- home and watch TV at night, and you

:see students blockading the CIA recrui-
~ ters at the University of Colorado; you
see ‘others confronting Education Secre-
- tary Bennett over Reagan’s student. aid
" “cuts at.the ‘Univ.. of Illinois-Chicago.
And everywhere you  see protests

against U.S. support of racist South Af-

rica. The demonstrations. at - Columbia
spread to.  Berkeley and Cornell, and
- dozens of other campuses. -

As ‘someone who has been a college
student every year of the 1980s, I have

never-seen anything like this. There is a

new -spirit, not only of activity, but of
- discussion -of ideas. I participated in a
~successful attempt to keep a “contra”
spokesman from peddling his Reagan-ite
garbage at’ Northwestem It felt great.

: o Graduate student

-Loyola Univ., Chicago
¥ % »

Why does there have to be an age
limit on everything in this world? I'm a
high ‘school student and I don't see why
we can’t. vote, when we “live in this
world too. They tell us we go to school
to learn, and I do, but why can’t I learn

" what Pm interested in? I'd like to study

~law . but. they. won’t let me. My Dad
says-I: have to learn to make money.
People  think - because we’re young we
don’t know anything, but they’'d be sur-
prised. I'm tired of people telling me I
have to wait.
Black high school student
Los Angeles

* k¥

- On_the Sproul Hall steps of U.C.
Berkeley I talked to an American sailor
on ‘assignment in South Africa and now

on leave here. Though he didn’t have

direct. contact with South Africans he
felt bad about the bloody demon-
strations ‘and feared the time when the
U.S. 'might  intervene and send him
against ‘the Black demonstrators. Now,
- after seeing the ‘movement at U.C.
Berkeley, he has decided that he would
go -AWOL rather than obey orders to
shoot. ‘It reminded me of the Portu-
guese Revolution and the importance of
. Portuguese soldiers’ experiences in An-
gola.

‘ Thlrd World revolutlonary

San Francisco

* * ¥*

On one. day’s: notice, 40 City College
activists marched from our campus to
Columbia in support of the blockade of
Mandela Hall. We were greeted with a

1ot of excitement. There was plenty of
discussion and dialogue ongoing when I
had to.get back to CCNY to try to
catch Eugene Walker’s talk on “Marx
and the Third World.”
‘ Latino activist

CCNY, New York

* & ¥
The dommant opposition to apa.rtheld
‘in the U.S. support movement is dives-
“titure. It’s a liberal movement that has
the-illusion_that economic pressure will
force -South - Africa to mend its ways.
--None of these solutions starts with sub-

- jective forces. for revolution—the youth,

women, workers, who are in. veritable

. civil war there. Divestment puts change

in the realm of the market place; the
multinationals ~are there because low
wages bring superprofits.  U.S. invest-

ment has actually grown from $4.6 bil-

lion in 1974 to ‘nearly ‘$10 billion today.

- Divestiture is based on the idea that

freedom emerges from petition.
~ ‘Long-time socialist

San Franclsco
* % #

We have to support and work in the
divestiture movement: Look at all those’

. students who came to the demon-" -
~stration at U.C. Berkeley to protest the

" university’s involvement in South Afri-
-ca. They were moved by what had hap-
. pened in the townships there. What we

have to: do'is ‘work:with them, to bring

‘out ‘the view of the dépth of the revolt
-and “its’ thought, to show that there is
.-Reason “in" the demonstrations. Even
~'though™ divestinent ‘is ‘motenough, it

seems to me that it is a live and impor-
tant movement. In my opinion, many of

- the youth who are active in it will soon

want. to go far beyond divestiture and
begin looking for revolutionary ideas.
Activist
Oakland, Calif.
o v
REAGAN AND FASCISM:
IN GERMANY, IN U.S.

Reagan’s decision to visit-a cemetery
of Nazi war dead is a slap in the face of
the Germans as well as the U.S. He
says he doesn’t want to stir up bad feel-
ings; he wants to show that we'’re. all

~friends now. But a whole new genera-

tion in Germany has grown up and re-

jected that Nazi past. They won't go .

along with Reagan turning the clock
back 40 years.

Angry
Ca]ifornia
* % ®

As far as I'm concerned this debate
about Reagan going to visit a ‘German
cemetery and lay a wreath where 50
Nazi SS soldiers are buried, and his to-
tally phony concern about whether vis-
iting a Nazi concentration camp will re-
vive “bitter memories of the past” miss-
es the point completely. The fact is
Nazis exist NOW—in Germany, in
France, in the U.S.A. ;

The same issues of the Chicago pa-
pers that carry the articles on Reagan's
trip to Germany, also containh the arti-
cles about neo-Nazi David Tate, mem-
ber of the racist, anti-Semitic group,
The Order, that has already committed
murder and has over $4 million in sto-
len money to bankroll its arsenal. Reag-
an is giving the green light to fascism,
not just of The Order, but a whole host
of groups.

Sickened
Chicago
* ¥ %

I really liked the editorial (April
N&L) on ending Reaganism. I was
amazed when I first heard that Reagan
called the MX the “peacekeeper”. I told
a couple of friends; they just said oh
yeah, they’d heard it before, he’d been
calling it that for some time. So it was
nothing new. New ‘or not, ‘it is an: ou-
trage. Reagan’s ideology of newspeak,
transforming  the reality of things by
calling them their opposite, works by
constant barrage. If you say something
enough times, it becomes true. If Rea-
gan says “peacekeeper, peacekeeper” ad
nauseum, then that is what it be-
comes—the media takes it all on board.
The truth is, as the editorial points out,
his words are not just words, but bear
horrendous consequences for the world.

Observer
New York
E % % % .
When the cops in Queens torture a

. Black youth with an electric stun gun

over a lousy $10 from a supposed drug
deal, and then they admit it was racial-
ly motivated, you know it is because
they have gotten a message from the
White House. In the ’60s and ’70s,
whenever  the Black - Panthers opposed
with guns or American Indians were oc-
cupying their own lands, SWAT teams
and all kinds of police were sent in. But
with these neo-Nazis today the police
are using kid gloves. They say it is be-
‘cause there are women and children
with the Nazis; but they never cared

about Black or Indian women and

-children, they moved right in shooting.
The headline of the:April N&L editorial
is so true. We do need to end Reagan-
ism before Reaganism ends us.

" Civil rights veteran
New York

FRANCE UNDER MITTERRAND'

It is a revelation to live in a country
which has elected a “socialist” govern-
ment and = watch it gradually turning
into its opposite. I have to believe that
most of the Socialist Party regulars are
“honest” men. Yet a process tums the
“idealist” of 1981 into a “pseudo-capital-

Reades ° l eSS
ist” of 1985. The policies of the current j
government are now blatantly to the

right.

right/center governments performed

with so little shame by  socialists is !

disheartening. Even the Communists—

power hungry as always—had to finally -
abandon their support of the Left alli- :

ance in power since 1981. Current plans
include a change in the constitution to

install a proportional system of repre--

sentation. The single reason is the hope
of Mitterrand to hold power for an ex-
tra year or two. The single result may
be the entry of the far-right National
Front into the parliament.

American intellectual -
: Paris

- HIGH TECH
AND MARX'S
VIEW OF

SCIENCE

Thanks for your pamphlet The Fe-
tish of High Tech and Karl Marx’s

Unknown Mathematical Manu-

scripts. From what Brokmeyer writes
in'it, 1tseemstomethatMarxsmber-

- est was primarily in the inner loglc of

math; and while his way of

was of course fundamentally one with

his' way of thinking in all his other

works, I fail to see the justification for
writing, as Brokmeyer does on p. 10,

that “Marx not only anticipated today’s

crisis in production but also a new di-:
rection to the fetish with his critique of
science’s attitude toward thought itself,
showing how the science of mathemab-]

ics was thwarted.”

One can find flashes of msxght like
- that in the Grundrisse and in Capltal,

but I would guess that to find them in

the Mathematical Manuscripts one
‘has to want very much to do so. S
Socialist-economist

New York City

* % %

Today capitalists are counting on

high tech to produce another boom. In-

stead the “Second Industrial Revolu-

tion”  is bearing out Marx’s Absolute

_ General Law of = Capitalist Accumula- |

tion. Even many computer industries

are going bankrupt. The high tech in-
-dustry is increasingly splitting into, on

the one hand a small elite stratum of
“yuppies”, and on the other a majority
who are either unemployed or making
poverty wages. Marx’s' concept of sci-
ence was always totally opposed to the

illusion that technological innovation

Certainly, seeing the dismantling of
social  protection erected by the

. have ‘to: be disciplined ' into working-

can' be neutral in'a capltahst souety
Marx’s  Mathematical Manuscripts is
a .new -critique  of science’s -attitude to
thought itself. : :
Computer programmer
; ‘ Chicago
% % ¥

It is the limitation in thought that is.
the basis of capitalism, the fetishism of
commodities, that Marx showed us how
to. overcome through negation of nega-:
tion. “Low -tech” is no solution to high
tech as long as the production is capi-
talist -~ production. - All low tech has
. meant, as ‘in Poland, is that workers

twice as hard. It's the overthrow of the
whole relation that is key. ,
-~ Student
' Bay Area
N * % & -
Ed. Note: *The Fetish of High Tech
and Karl Marx’s Unknown: Mathe-
matical Manuscripts,” a new bulletin |

" of discussion by  Marxist-Humanists;: |

traced Marx’s 1880-82 writings from¢

~their creation and - dlsappearance,

through their rediscovery in the 1920s:

and their perversion by ‘Stalinist acade-

micians in the 1930s to: their urgent re-

levance for our computer age today. It

is available from N&L for $1.50 postage

mcluded ’ : f
o

‘SCRATCH A NEW YORKER,
FIND A PARIS COMMUNARD’

My grandmother recently read Erica:
Raé's essay on the Paris Commune
(Mar. N&L). Much to my amazement
she called me to tell me that her oldest
sister ‘had-been named. after Louise Mi-
chel, the great woman Communard fea-
tured ‘in the article. My grandmother’s .
mother had been born exactly three
years before the outbreak of the Com-
mune, and as a young girl in Russia the
Paris Commune ‘had made an impres-

~'sion on -her and her sisters that she

never forgot. After emigrating to the
US. in the mid-1880s, she became ac-
tive ‘in Socialist and suffragist activities.

Then; when her first 'daughter was born’
on. March' 18, 1900, the anniversary of

the -Commune, she ‘named her after

Louise Michel.

Yet this beautiful story had not been
told to the next generation in:the fami-
ly until Erica Rae’s wonderful story ap-.

- peared in N&L. The bell it rings in my

mind reminds me of ‘Wendell -Phillips’

. "statement, “Scratch a New Yorker, and

“you will find a Communard.”
Laurie Cashdan
Michigan

WORKERS ASK: WHAT KIND OF ‘RECOVERY’ IS THIS?

I'm on layoff and I don't know if 1
will ever get back.. What makes me
maddest is that it is' due to outsourcing:
Ford has a contract with Budd to make
the part we used to make here at
Rouge. They're paying a couple of dol-

lars less apiece for them. The worst -

thing is that Budd is a UAW shop, too.
What kind of union is this, where one
UAW brother underbids another until
one of them is on the street and the

other one is working for less than either
would have accepted a few years ago? '

Ford Rouge worker
Detrmt
* % %
When I read Marcotte’s column last
month on how the conditions of the

lowest-pald workers pull down the liv-
ing standards for all workers, 1 thought
‘of what Marx wrote in Capital about

the Civil War in the ‘United States::
“Labor in the white skin can never be

* free where in the Black it is brand

That’s not rhetoric, but the way the
world really is. That's: why the capital:
ists . try so hard to have workers who
are slightly better off identify with the

rulers, rather than ‘in solidarity with
; other workers. :

‘Black actlvist;

Los Angek’s e

The press. is lying about the growmg
pauperization.: The papers report on p. 1
that the economy is thriving, while on

. 31 they report a. whole town wiped
out by unemployment. Reagan’s change

" in ‘counting ‘the ‘armed forces as “em-

ploy: ” also- distorts things. The grow-
ing hunger and illiteracy are not sepa-

‘rate from attacks on affirmative: action:

Clarence Pendleton, Reagan’s appointee
to run ‘the Civil Rights Commission,

'says, “Civil .rights may make you free,

but it will not make you rich.” He in:
sists that “The place to solve it is in

: ,:the market”. Pure capitalism.

Black intellectusl
Oakland, Calif.

* ¥ %

i It’s nice to -have N&L at my. plant

When ‘they were out there selling the

- newspaper, I thought, “Well, this ought

to be interesting”, I didn’t know what it
was really about. Then I started reading
the article about my- plant, ‘and other
articles. by different people who have
-things in common with ‘you. Here you
are- workmg Then you find something -

_that’s in'common from: the other side of

the earth, even India.
Small parts plant worker
“Detroit
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" One ‘aspect that emerged from both
the talk and the exhibit at Wayne- State
University - ‘is that,” finally, ' her years
with Trotsky are seen in their correct
relationship to the totality of Dunayev-
skayas life. and work. There is no skip-
ping “over those years, or the historic
personage of Leon Trotsky who certain-
ly is-a presence in the first panels of
the exhibit. But then the rest of the ex-
hibit - unfolds; ‘Marxist-Humanism  is
born “and " followed by 30 years of
thought "and activity, "American roots
and international relations. -

Nor'is the idea of Marxist-Humanism
ever separated from masses in motion,
brought so alive' with pictures - of the
1949-50 :coal ‘miners’ strike, East Ger-
‘many 1953 and the Montgomery Tus
Boycott 1955. -

Appreclatwe
Los Angeles
* % %

Your speécial section about the Wayne

talk by Dunayevskaya was quite im-

‘osophy. Will the exhlblt travel to other
cities?

Flonda

*Qt

she did not have time to develop & cru-
'cial ‘point—that within - her studies of
|the Absolute Ideas, especlally in his
three final sylloglsms in the: Philoso-
. phy of Mind, she had discovered a new
. Hegel. She asked the audience to help
her develop it in the discussion period.

I raised my hand to have her expand -

‘on the point, but there were too many
hands and too short a time.

" 'The pomt 1 wanted to ask her to ex-

pand:on was not alone a new Hegel, but

'the new of Marxist-Humanism that T

had heard in the talk..
" Hegel’s final three syllogisms, written

at the end of his life ' when he chose to -

“summarize” his _philosophy, . enid- with
Hegel throwing out his Logic and put-
ting .in its place the “Self-Thinking
Idea.” This is certainly a new Hegel
and one never recogmzed before. But it

‘State University ~ Archives - exhibit and

pressive. “I had‘not known very much
 about’ Raya's life history, and it gave
me a better understanding of your phil-

Reader

Durmg her lecture, Raya. said that

DUNAYEVSKAYA TALK AND EXHIBIT N DETRO!T
MORE DISCUSSION FROM OUR READERS

also focuses attentlon on Marxlst Hu-'

manism’s. journey to uncover the dialec-

“tic for our age. In the Archives exhibit

you see how -that' journey followed out
the self-determination  of the idea’ of
freedom—as forces of revolution and as

~the force of dialectical ‘philosophy. I
spent a lot of time at the exhibit, look- -

mg at -those new revolutionary begm-

- nings and thmkmg over ‘how they came

to be.

Clncago

* kK
After a couple of visits" to the ‘Walter:
Reuther Library exhibit. of the Raya

Dunayevskaya Collection, and after I
read Eugene Walker’s beautiful review

of it, and after comparing it to an ex-
hibit at the nearby Detroit Historical

‘Museum, “Black Women in’ chlngan :
1785-1985,” I finally began to appreciate

the way:the Dunayevskaya exlnbxt pres-

_ented ideas.

Books, pamphlets letters and photos
are displayed so you see them not just

as interesting 'objeéts,. but what they'

say. The form of this exhibit, in giving
a flavor of the ideas and how they were

" worked out, reflects how “practical” is

the philosophy whlch went into its de-
velopment. -
~ : F‘nend

" Detroit

Under the impact of.the WSU Ar--
chives of Labor and Urban Affairs ex- =
- hibit, “Raya Dunayevskaya, Marxist-

LI 2% 1

Humanist - Philosopher,” Lou - Turner’s
“Black World”: column last month
traced the “Origins of Black Marxism.”
He focused on the American Negro. La-

‘bor Congress, founded in 1925, and. on

its newspaper, the Negro Champion,
edited by Lovett Fort-Whiteman, for
which Raya Dunayevskaya wrete. -
Only two copies ‘of the Negro Cham-
pion from its years in Chicago, 1925-
1928, have been located. We appeal to

all our readers to assist in the search

for these  importarit -historical - docu-

- ments. Contact News & Letters or:’
e Archives of Labor and:

Urban Affairs

Wayne State University

Detroit, Mlch 48202

' Mamst-Humamstf

ISRAELI HUMANISTS

. The current issue of Israel Human- -
ist Alternative, the English-language

journal of; the Israeli Secular Human-
ists—an organization dedicated to the
separation , of religion . from the state,
the - establishment of a human rights
constitution on: the basis of equal rights

for all, and the securing of peace in the

region—proves that there is live opposi-
tion inside Israel to the Labor-Likud re-
gime. ‘It concentrates on the struggle

, agamst racism in Israel, exposing the

growing popularity of the idea of de-

~porting the Arab population.

They appeal for assistance to help

their publishing ' venture, which also.

prints their Hebrew magazine, Briera
Humanistit: “To our friends and sup-
porters in - Israel ‘and abroad; we need
your “support to stem the extreme na-
tionalistic Orthodox-rehgmus tide that

s lapping  at our’ shores.” ‘To subscribe

to Israel Humamst Alternative,
write:

ISHA

PO Box 36965

Tel Aviv 61-369 Israel

WHAT
DIRECTION
FOR INDIA

TODAY?

1 appreciated Peter Wermuth’s lead,
“Will: Mass ‘Unrest: Alter India’s Path?”
(April N&L). Wermuth was able to put

India . into perspective so that one felt

they knew where: to look for the needed
revolutionary . change. My criticism is
that I think his article gave Indian
women short shrift.

The autonomous women’s movement,

is close to 10 years old; the organizing
against dowry murders is certainly not
confined to Bihar; and women are fight-
ing on many levels: the right to own
property, to marry for love, to be able
to-have a life after their husband dies,
and ‘'women - are certamly part: of the
militant labor: struggles - in textiles and
other mdustnes that Wermuth men-
tions.

1 feel that the form of the Womens
Liberation Movement in India is a con-

" place needs them more.

scious attempt to break down the *“per-
sistence of national; tribal and caste
conflicts  that the rulers have long
learned to use to their advantage.” Indi-
a’s women’s movement, like the wom-

. en’s movement worldwide, has chal-

lenged the Left's narrow concept of just
what is revolutxon

~ Feminist
Chicago

* %k

I hked the article on Indig; it’s surely ‘

hard to write about such a contradicto-
ry situation. That article sent me back
to the Marxist-Humanist - Archives ‘and
Dunayevskaya’s Dec. 8, 1962 Political

- Letter 'on India. One can see in that

analys:s the ground for what is happen-
mg today

. Student _
‘Los. Angeles.

* % *

- When you look at India, you see how -
important . state-capitalist theory is.

From' the foundation of the state of In-
-dia; Nehru had a '~“state-capitali'st social-
ist” view on -the primacy of “central

planning: And they still have Five-Year

< ‘Plans, with rural and urban goals. I ac-
tually partlclpated in this planning
when I lived inCalcutta years ago, and .~

worked on the city plan, including cre-
ating industrial satellites. I'm glad
they're having wildcat strikes now. No

Urban Planner
- Nlinois

ORGANIZATION OF THE BLIND

- Thank you for printing the Readers’
View (April N&L) on our fight to save
free mailing privileges for reading mat-

ter for the Blind. But I must correct

.ong ‘exror. The -organization to -contact

-for further information is called the Na-
tional Federation of the Blind; not for -
_the Blind. NFB’s leaders are not revolu-

tionaries.  But the truth is that the cre-

ation of NFB in 1940 was a revolution -
~for us. Though self-limited by a policy

of reformism and narrowing of univer-
'sals into “blind  issues,” NFB remains

the most militantly independent mass

cml rights group of the blind. We are
rxghtly proud of that little word “of.” -
Steve Fletcher

Detroit

" SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS |

D American Civilization on ’I‘nal Black Masses as
‘Vanguard
Statement of the National Editorial Board
Includes “A 1880s View of the Two-Way Road Between the
U.S. and Africa,” by Raya Dunayevskaya, and
“Black Caucuses in the-Unions” by Charles Denby . $2 per copy

[JMarx’s Capital and Today s Global Crisis

by Raya Dunayevskaya ) .$2 per copy
o Eleanor ‘Marx in Chlcago ;
by Terry Moon™ . ., 15¢ per copy

',DGrenada Revolution, Counter-Revolutlon, :

Imperialist Invasion
by Raya Dunayevskaya

a Workmg Women for Freedom
by ‘Angela Terrano, Marie: Dlgmm and

Mary Holmes $1 per copy
0 Latm America’s Revolutions

Bilingual p hlet on Marxism

& Latin America . - .- . L $1 per copy

{1 Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism
and ‘the Afro-Asian Revolutions

by Raya Dunsyevekays - ...\ .. $1.25 per-copy

[ Frantz Farion, Soweto and American Black
. Thought
“by:Lou Turner and Jolm ‘Atan . $1 per copy
[ Marx’s "New Humamsm” and the Dmlectxcs of
Women’s leeratlon in Prumtlve and Modern ;
"Societies . -
by Raya Dnnayevskaya : 50 per copy
-7 Constxtutlon of News & Letters Commlttees .
20¢ postage

o Sen(l far free tomplete hst of Ne'

$1.50 per copy

i by Petér Hudls S

_['Woman as Reason and as Force of Revolution
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South Africa on the threshold of civil war

; (continued from page 1) ’
cm Oct. 23,.with widespread revolt in the Vaal Trian-
gle spreading. to other townships, with the apartheid
system being ground to a halt as residents refused to
pay rents or otherwise. cooperate with the administra-
tive apparatus, with numerous resignations from the
puppet town councils, with 93,000 students boycotting
classes, and with each funeral for victims of police re-
pression mounting newer stages of militancy, the regime
responded ‘with. an unprecedented military siege  of
:Sharpeville, Sebokeng and Boipatong. The Vaal Trian-

gle was cordoned off from the rest of the world.
All Iiberation -organizations ‘were unanimous in con-
demning the 7,000-man occupation and house-to-house

' searches as tantamount to civil war. Trevor Manuel of

the UDF stated: “It is unlikely the people of Sebokeng

_will 'be beaten into submission. On the contrary their

‘anger will make way for bitterness and Black/white po-
larization. The authorities were looking for something
they could not find under beds or in wardrobes. The

anger of the people over rentals and lack of participa-

tion in govermnent doesn’t hide in those places.”

- NOVEMBER: MASS GENERAL STRIKE

By November, the whirlwind of rebellion and repres-
sion culminated in a massive two-day general strike
with- more than 800,000 Black workers participating.
Moreover, the two day stay-away spilled over into the

" automotive center of Port Elizabeth and East London
~ in the Eastern Cape.

It is in Port Elizabeth and the whole of the East-

- ern Cape region where the greatest concentration

of foreign capital is invested, especially the multi-
billion dollar investment of . American corpora-
tlons It is there that South Africa’s economic cri-

sis is disclosed in both double-digit unemployment :

and Black worker militancy.
Meanwhile, the rental and council ofﬁces in the Vaal

" townships beeame the target of the residents. It was
 not long before the homes of town councillors who re-

_ fused to resign and whose salaries are paid by the rent-

.- al revenues, also came under ‘attack, when the govern-

- ment announced: that the revenues would be used by

the councils to draft their own police force.
As against the portrayal of attacks on Black officials

. and pohcemen in the Western: press as “Black-on-Black

crime”, the attempt to purge the townships of collabo-
rators with apartheid is ‘a recognition by the Black
community that the decision to overthrow the apar-
theid system means rooting out its own social divisions.

- FEBRUARY: MANDELA’S STATEMENT

By mid-February, in the wake of strikes in the Vaal

by Jo‘hn Alan f :
Facéd with the growmg threat of civil war at home,

- the white minority government of South Africa is rush-
" ing to protect itself against a victory of the liberation

forces in Namibia by establishing a “transitional” gov-
ernment ecomposed of minority parties that are sympa- -

thetic to Pretoria. South Africa is gambling that such a

* minority government may appear independent enough

to gain international recognition, thus circumventing

“gIN' Resolution 435. which calls for popular elections
- with all contending parties participating.

However, the overriding purpose of this political ma-
neuver is not to outfox the U.N., but to build a defense

- against the forces of revolution both in the region of
" Seuthern Africa, as well as in the Republic of South

Africa itself. Even if Pretoria gets away thh this politi-
cally it can no longer build “police zones” against revo-
lutions or cow the African masses with ‘the threat of a

) Black bloodbath.

AFRICAN RESISTANCE
The Namibian people have had a long history of re-

- ‘sisting oppression. In 1904, whén Namibia was a Ger-

_ man colony, the Herero people repeatedly defeated and

- humiliated German mllltary forces. The fact that mere

“half naked savages™ ‘were superior in combat so infuri-

- ated the Kaiser Wilhelm that it led him personally to

instruct the general staff to take harsh military action
. 'against the Herero, 80,000 pastoral people who for cen-

- turies grazed their cattle on the highland of South West
* Africa. This task was given to Lt. General Von Trotha,
" who had shown that he was capable of exceptional bru-
“ tality toward colonial peoples when he commmanded
* the Schutztruppe in Tanganykia (Tanzania) in 1895.

Upon his arrival in South West Africa, Von Tro-

- tha told the beleaguered Governor, Teador Leut-

" wein, that it was his “policy to use force with ter-
rorism and even brutality. I shall annihilate the
:revolting tribes with streams of blood and streams
of .gold. Only afl;er a complete uprooting wﬂl
-something emerg

Fromthatmement'h‘othabrgamzedawarofexterj
mination against the Herero people that would make no

distinetion between warriors and non-combatants.
The German colonial office was eager to establish
German aathority over the people of South West Africa

m«!tmn&ecolonymﬁoaproﬁtmakmgenterpnse'

HERERO/NAMA GUERRILLA

~ The Hereros fought bravely, but in the end the whole -
- tribe of men, women and ‘children, under the deadly fire -

- who want to end apartheid.

Triangle, Botha broke ranks with his own Law and Or- -
der Minister; Le Grange, 1o offer imprisoned ANC lead-
er Nelson Mandela a “conditional release.”

Mandela immediately denounced the terms of Bo-
tha’s offer in a statement that his daughter Zinzi read

: Studen care for youth shot down b ]ice

- to a rally of 9,000 Soweto residents in February: .
I am surprised at the conditions that the Govern-
" ment wants to impose on me. I am not a violent man...

It was only when all other forms of resistance were no

longer open_to us that we turned to armed struggle. -

Let Botha... renounce. violence. Let him say that he will
dismantle apartheid.. What freedom am I being -of-
fered when my very South African citizenship is not re-
spected? Only free men can negotiate. Prisoners cannot
enter into contracts.. I cannot and will not give any
undertaking at a time when I and you the people are
not free: Your freedom and mine cannot be separated...
I will return.

That same week which began with Botha’s phony of-
fer to Mandela ended with the strike of 13,000 Kloof
goldminers and open rebellion at the Crossroads settle-
ment camp, leaving 13 dead and 200 injured.

MARCH: UITENHAGE MASSACRE

It was 40,000 goldminers downing tools in the largest
strike in South African history at the Oppenheimer An-
glo American Vaal Reefs mine, the largest gold mine in
the world, which coincided with the Uitenhage Massa-

BMCK RED Namlbla 8 past in the pres ent}‘

Thxs ‘meant ‘that the tnbal people had to be coerced

could be accomplished uniess the Hereros were separat-

ed from-their pasture lands so that the whlte ‘settlers ‘o | awa v in; N ovember., The 24 ﬂm;ons threateni

" collective ‘action against Sasol are currently attemptmg

‘could use the area for their cattle.

Governor Leutwein wanted to do this cheaply with-
out bloodshed and war. First, he took advantage of the
contending differences that existed between the Herero
and the Nama, deciding to “protect” one against the
other. Second, he bribed the chiefs with sincecures to
“sell” Herero land, communal land that they had no
authority over.

But this seemingly legal and peaceful method of sep-

v arating 80,000 Hereros from their land escaped none of
: the dehumanizing -character -of what Marx -called the .
“primitive accumulation of ‘capital.” Onbe the Hereros

were bereft of their land, the road was open for forced

labor, the rhino whip, rape of the women and the intro-

duction of a usury credit system, etc.

UGGLE

of German artillery, were driven into the Omaheke De-

sert, where they died by the thousands from thirst and -

hunger. Trotha sealed off the border of the Omaheke
Desert and issued his infamous order that reads in part:
“Any Herero found within the German| border with or
without a gun, with or without cattle will be shot. I
shall no longer receive women and chlldren, I will drive
them back to their people or I will shoot them. This is
my decision.” The Herero people were| annihilated. Of
the 80,000 people that existed before }the revolt only

15,000 were alive in 1911,

Von Trotha’s genocidal war agau#st the Hereros
did not bring the conflict to an end. The Nama
people immediately took up arms, under the lead-
ership of Henrik Witbhooi, and eoqducted a bril-

~ liant guerrilla war until 1907. ‘

) So deep has been the lnstoncal jon for freedom
in Namibia, that even .to this day we find ithat the
great-great-grandson of ‘Witbooi. is in- the foreranks of i

those opposing apartheid in southern‘Afnca. And; as
against . the polite parliamentary. o ition to the
bloodbath in Namibia at the turn of century, Botha
and Reagan are feeling the world pressure of millions

|

cre of March 21. The week before, Port Ehzabeth work—
ers went on strike over price increases.

When the government commission mvestlgatmg thej

massacre - at  Uitenhage reported its findings, it could

have only seemed like:a case of deja vu for those who

recalled Sharpeville, for as in 1960 the Black people
murdered at Uitenhage by the South African Defense

Force 25 years later were also shot in the back. How-
ever, if Uitenhage was calculated as a signal for the |

Black masses to retreat, the government had terribly

miscalculated. As one Uitenhage resident ‘declared: |

“..our communities are under siege, and they treat our
people less than human. But it is only a turning pomt
Things have started now, and there will be no’ Ppeace in
South Africa until the Black man is free.” .

Even while the Black community was burying

_its dead, the government continued to think that it

was living in the Sharpeville period when on
- March 29 it outlawed all public meetings of 29

commumty and political groups, including the ma-
jor opposition organizations, the UDF and Azapo
(Azanian People’s Organization). - -
. However, far -from the horroxrs of the :Vaal Triangle
repression in ‘September,. Crossroads in -February and
Uitenhage in March driving the movement into retreat;
fresh upsurges of revolt have been the order of the day:
The bamning of outdoor gatherings were met with mass’
turnouts, bannings of funerals called forth the largest
funeral in South African history, and the banning of op
position organizations has gone totally unheeded.
Nevertheless, the: South "African Defense” Force
(SADF) bhas declared: civil war on Black South’ Africa’’
It is however; a civil: war in which only one:side ‘is:
armed, as unprovoked attacks by the SADF are stepped

. up in the Black townships.

* into" accepting German rule and the colony opened. up
for_exploitation by German settlers. Neither of these

5

Historically,’ the: turn . to armed struggle grew out of
these conditiens and today assumes: a logic of its own.

cilities,  anti-rent protestors destroying the rental and .

%
i
!

- Boyecotting students burning down inadequate school fa- |

council offices that their rents built, striking miners de- .

fending themselves against pohce attack, could only be .
overwhelmed by the superior armed force the state
they did not succumb to it.
BLACK LABOR VS, CAPITAL

What is new, however, as against any. other penod i

the history of the Black freedom struggle in South Afri- |

ca, is'that this social ‘and political strife is being Waged
against the proletarian background of the civil war of .
Black labor and multinational capital. Strike wave after :
strike ‘wave has hit the South African economy, crip-:
pling capital at the point of production.

Thus the mass strike that was looming in"Janu
against ‘the ‘giant Sasol oil cdnglomerat’e thch'hzfd ear-
lier be~n ‘the target of attack’ by Umkonto we Sizwé'
(Spear of the Nation, the armed wing of the ANC
created after Sharpévﬂle), .involved 24 :trade -unio 3
along: with: ‘the Chemical: Workers" ‘Industrial’ Union
(CWIU).. The' dibpute-between: Sasol: anid CWIU cent
tered around the reinstatement of 6,000 Sasol workers
who were dismjssed following the two-day labor stt:g-
o e

to form a smgle nationwide federation of trade unions,
What is new is rooted in the revolutionary

g

forces released by Soweto and the new theoretic’

beginnings of the Black Consciousness Movement
a decade ago. It is not only that the mass general
strikes in the 1980s have their roots in the three

powerful stay-aways that the Black Consciousness'

Movement (BCM) carried out in 1976, but that

tice were raised that are finding: eoncrete expres-
sion today. ‘

Here is how Pendelam Nefolovhodwe, general secre‘
tary 'of the Black Allied Mining and Construction
Workers Union, summarized the question of the intel-
lectual’s relationship to the worker that he and other
students during the 1970s had begun to pose in the
BCM: “If mtellectuals won’t adnnt that’s what they are,

 they're going to be useless organizers. If you truthfully

accept. what you are, you work at interacting with
workers, listening and accepting. Then you can system-
ize and form the 1deas that pmject workmg class asplra-
tions.”

The questmn is not whether the underground and
guertilla -experience of the ANC and the PAC ‘(Pan-Af-
ricanist  Congress) in the post-Sharpeville period, or
whether the stay-aways and ‘the new stage ‘of Black
Consciousness in the Soweto period could have brought
the apartheld system down. Rather, it is that they laid

d for the advanced forms of organization and
rev tionary activity that have brought South Africa
to the threshold of revolution today.

As the conflict in South Africa deepens each day, the
Botha regime will continue to look for support from the
Reagan Administration, as well as try to gain breathing

spavce 'through: political’ machinations in' Namibid. What

: the dinlecties of ievohutlon, as’' they have developed this

yeax, have demonstrated, is that change in South Africa
is centered within the subject of the oppressed. We in

~the U.S. who offer solidarity to that freedom struggle

can learn much about our own taeks from the events as
they unfold. :

" new ‘questions of revolutionary theory and . prac-'
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In these’ ﬁrst months of 1985, a series of disturbing
edical - events, reported from factories and hospital
ergency wards, from court rooms and from toxic

sites, has called into question the state of health
.America. Why, it is asked, is the quality of health

prth, a country which loudly proclaims its devotion to
ivances in science and technology? Among the strands
an answer, what stands out is the deadly conjunction

ogressionism of the Reagan Administration, a retro-
essionism - that has reached into both the hospital
om and the workplace.

Consider these recent events:

vanced dairy products plants—the Jewel Corp.
ant in Melrose Park, Illinois—proved responsi-
e for the most massive outbreak of salmonella
isoning in U.S. history, with. over 10,000 con-
ed cases and at least 10 deaths.

® A world still shocked by the dimensions of the De-
mber, 1984 tragedy at Union Carbide’s plant in Bho-
, India~—where at least 2,000 are known dead and
,000 permanently disabled—began reading also about
billion in claims filed by 24,000 victims and surviving
latives in cases of asbestos poisoning in the U.S. and
da. Johns Manville and other asbestos companies
re. shown to have concealed the deadly nature of
eir product. '

The fact that the full dimensions of asbestos poison-
g only became known three and four decades after
orkers in mines, shipyards and construction were ex-
d to it underlines the future implications of events
e Bhopal, where the killer chemical was methyl iso-
fanate, one of the thousands of new synthetic crea-
pns used daily both in the U.S. and the Third World,
hd about which little medical information is known.

|@ The high-tech industry itself, with a reputa-
on as a clean, safe, whlte-collar preserve, was
Pvea.led as one of the nation’s most dangerous, as
ew studies in California’s Silicon Valley showed
rat its 150,000 production and maintenance
forkers—many of them Third World immigrants
nd Blacks—suffered from three times more occu-
ational illness than workers in manufacturing as
thole. Some 47% of their illnesses resulted from
ystemw poisoning by toxic chemicals, arsenic in-
luded. At the same time, 125 of Silicon Valley’s
rater: wells were found contaminated by chemi-
als used in the production of computer chips.
The proliferation of new toxic chemicals and prod-
stion processes, spurred by a global rush .to ‘hlgh-
ch,” has already contributed to an alanmng 8% in-

‘ease in job-related worker deaths in the U.S. last.

2ar.

|0 HEALTH IN THE WORKPLACE

‘But that is not the only reason more workers have
pen smkened or killed. 'I‘he retrogressxomsm of the

bclining in the  richest and most powerful land on -

the current era of high-tech production with the re-

©® One of the largest and most technologically

FARM
LABORERS®
SANITATION
FRGILTES

Reagan Administration, determined to make its force
felt in both factory and field, is another. Take the fed-
eral Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA), as run by Reagan appointee Robert Rowland.
This is the office which last month refused to establish
something so simple and “low-tech” as a federal sanita-
tion standard requiring growers to supply portable toi-
lets and drinking water for migrant workers in their
fields. Despite 13 years of farmworkers’ struggle for the
standard, and despite testimony revealing that the cur-
rent rate of parasitic disease among U.S. migrant work-
ers exceeds that of Guatemalan children, Rowland in-

- gisted that the fields were “not a high-hazard location.”

He was sending the agribusiness world the -same mes-
sage OSHA has been delivering for years to owners of
industrial sweatshops: “We’re not interested in either
health or safety ?

The truth is that the callous attitude on the part -

of government and corporations is not confined to

the shops. Rates for malnutrition, infant and child

death, tuberculosis and a variety of cancers have
all soared ‘in the 1980s. And for Black America,

the death rate itself has actually risen for the ﬁrst :

time since the 1930s.

And here js where the Reagan Admxmstratlons intru-

sion into the hospital wards enters the picture. Dethe
the grim statistics on poverty and disease, toxic poison-

ing and malnutrition, ‘1984 saw 1.5 million fewer pa- .

tients admitted to hospitals than in 1983, and for short-
er stays. For the first time ever, the number of admis-

sions of senior citizens dropped. Hospxtal workers were

hit with lay-offs.

DITORIAL J8 Hngh tech and the state of health in America

These are among the repercussions of the December,
1983 changes in Medxcare rules, which, under the ban-
ner of “cost control,” began reimbursing hospitals at a
fixed rate for each dlagnosxs, limiting the time the pa-
tient is hospitalized and the methods used to aid his or
her recovery. Under these rules, hospital profits are

maximized when patients are discharged quickly; new _

and expensive medical procedures are discouraged. The
drive to make the hospital more like the workplace
combines with the effects of the cuts in health insur-
ance in hundreds of new- union “concessions contracts”

to drastically reduce the quality of health care for mil- -

lions. Everyone today knows a family where someone
seriously ill was sent home from the hospital because
continued stay there “could not be justified” by the
hospital, or could not be afforded by the patient.
“RATIONING” OF MEDICAL CARE

Already -the ideologues of Reaganism are warning of
“rationing” of medical care—as if it had not always

~ been rationed for these without money. Writing in The

New York Review of Books (April 25, 1985), Stan-
ford’s John P. Bunker enunciated the grotesque distor-
tion of the relationship of science to life that is at the
root of the cuts: “What is new is that the costs of care,

whether it is paid for directly or through insurance, are

rapidly exceeding the ability or willingness of even the
middle class to pay. The main reason for this is that
medical scientists are inventing' more new diagnostic
and therapeutic ‘medical technologies’ than the econo-
my can pay for.”

Never mind that federal funding prlontles for
scientific research and development have become

so distorted that in 1985 over 75% is allocated to °

military and space projects, while funds for health
research have fallen to less than 8% of the total.
Never mind that anything and everything *“the
economy can pay for” has come from the sweat
and blood—and death-—of generations of workers.
The upside-down world of research today was de-
scribed most profoundly in Karl Marx’s 1856 cri-
tique of science and technology under capitalism:

- *“All our inventions and progress seem to result in
. endowmg material forces with intellectual life and

in stultifying human life into a material force.”
So completely divorced have the bases of science and

- life under this society become that new groups have

sprung up to offer opposition. Organizing now geing on
in the heart of high-tech America—whether by dissi-

_dent -scientists aiding the Silicon Valley Toxics Coali-

tion; by some of the 1.8 million workers in microelec-
‘tronics. production, stmggling to. .organize workers’ com-

- mittees. .or bring - in unions; .or . by farmworkers’
organizations determined to ‘stap chemical-intensive |

farming from killing -them—contains within its self-ac

tivity the seeds of a new relationship, a ' human relatxon— -
~ ship, of science to life. Those seeds cannot be for the

distant future. They are urgently needed now if human-
ity is to survive;

Direct report from East Europe: Poverty and “Real Socialism”

Data on poverty or related phenomena in Eastern
urope are most difficult to obtain; for any statistics
ought unfavorable to the regime are either not col-
cted at all or are confidential only. Data that can be
sed are incomplete or sketchy and mostly not compa-
ible among countries.

“Real socialism,” a scholarly East European econo-
ist admitted recently, has its class divisions. More evi-
ant, however, than these divisions are deep cleavages
stween rich and poor. They have been probably even
sepening during the last few years, especially in Yu-
»slavia, Hungary and Poland. One of the reasons in
oth of the last-mentioned countries may be the “eco-
>mic reform” which—while not more than haltingly
artmg in' Poland——tries to make the “economic mecha-
sm” more efficient. In Hungary the performance of
1e: econpmy ‘is rising indeed, only the social costs seem
both countnes to be unexpectedly high,

HUNGARY

Hungary has a population of 10 million. 55,000 of its
tizens are held to be rich for having bankmg accounts
mning into many figures and possessing -high-priced
orks of art. Roughly one million are “well-off,” pos-
ssing cars, owning apartments in fashionable quarters
i well as weekend cottages (often in the form of lav-
hly furnished villas on the lake of Balaton). Many

hers live in. “well furnished: apartments: not of: their - .
wvn.” This is how the CP paper Ne pszabadsag de-

ribed the situation of its countrymen in Spring, 1984.

THERE IS NO OFFICIAL calculation of a subsist-
ice level. However, the Patriotic People's Front—the
isociation of all Hungarian political and social organi-

itions—agdvyanced a, proposal for. such. a minimum:and .
ied, to define groups in need. Basing -its’ caleulations: :

1 wage data, it found out that there are several hun-
‘ed thousand persons living at: or below the subsist-

ice- level. This group of people “threatened”’—as the

ficial term goes—by low living standards, comprises

the greater part of pensioners. “Their situation,” the
secretary-general of the Patriotic People’s Front said in
an interview, “is the worst as there is nobody to speak
up for them.” Another group are young people at the

start of their career. The slowed-down investment and

a limited growth of the Hungarian economy, especially
of its industry, make the start of the young, quite often
well-qualified  people, rather difficult. They have little
chance of getting ‘an ‘apartment. Their situation may be
somewhat easier than that of the pensioners though,
because they are often supported by their parents. Also,
they try to earn some extra money while working wher-
ever they can be employed after normal working hours.
There is no doubt that in spite -of all security mea-
sures some at least of those “marginals” come from the
250,000 workers dismissed during the last five years.
The peak of employment was reached in 1969 with 1.8
million workers. This number was reduced to below 1.5
million at present. The minister of industry declared
last summer that it was to be reckoned with a further
drop in employment in spite of the process being not
without “tensions.” The mopping up of the work force

in the factories, the minister also said, was & natural :
consequence of the mtens1ﬁcat10n and rapid productivi-

ty rise, yet it caused. “most difficult problems.” The
workers sacked are mostly offered other. employment
opportunities; the transition, however, is not easy at all.

“YUGOSLAVIA

Yugoslavm appears to be a special case. (There, for
the time being, the decline in real income is a trend .the
end of which is neither to be seen nor can the authori-
ties induce a change."Whereas real incomes fell by 3.5%

in 1981 compared: with the: preceding year, they'de- -
clived :by 3.8% in-1982 and-by 9.7% in: 1983.' The trend :

continued further in the first months of 1984.

Wages in: Yugoslavia differ widely between. regions

and industrial branches. ‘'While - the - average. monthly
wage for the country as a whole was 18,878 dinar, it

rose to 21,295 in Slovenia and 20,921 in Croatia as
against. 15,1563 in Montenegro. In the machine-tool in-

* dustry, the. average monthly wage stood at 30,200 at the

beginning of 1984, but was only 16,933 in the textile in-
dustry.

According to the latest data, 240,000 workers earn
less than 8,000 dinar per month, thus being unable to
cover the costs of necessary food, housing and other
basic needs. An official estimate put the number of
those living under or at subsistence level at 2.5 million
out of 23 million Yugoslavs This group mcludes about
260,000 old-age pensioners, 200,000 persons living on so-
cial assistance, 150,000 students living on scholarslnps
and those 240,000 workers already mentioned. Not in-
cluded are about one million unemployed. If we include
the family members, we obtain. a group of about six
million people with very meager means ‘hardly assuring

* their existence.
ANALYZING THESE DATA, a Yugoslav columnist
pointed .out “the other pole” of Yugoslav society:

queues for women’s winter shoes priced at 7,000 dinar,
battles for color TV sets or for freezers, one-year-long
waiting: lists for foreign cars costing one or even four

million dinar, ads offering 200,000 dinar TV sets or re- .

corders or West German “Golf”* cars sold for 1.1 million
dinar which js double the official price. “The weight of
the economic crisis fell on one category of citizens
only—those. who even. before had not had too much.

'I‘hosewbohadhadmuchdldnotfeelthechange, on.

‘the conitrary, they make profit of it,” he said.

The biggest deviation from the principles of the “Yu-
goslav revolution”—whose goal, according to the colum-

nist quoted above, was “the liquidation of unjust social -

differences”—is held to be the housing problem. Those .

who received “from the society”. apartments now worth
about 10 million dinar, point at people who built pri-
vate houses with the help of credits and sell them now

at dozens of mxlhons To quote the same writer: “What

(continued on page 10)
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demand and “Amandla Awetu” (power to the people)
more than any other. ' ’

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY
Among the students who have begun a hunger strike
on March 24 is Jose de Souza, a South African youth.
On Day 13, he hears from his mother that the South

" African police ‘have issued an arrest order for him. A

message comes from Bishop Tutu in S. Africa: “We sa-
lute your outstanding commitment to struggle for jus-
tice and peace in South Africa.” A young Black woman,

" a first-year student, is at the microphone. As she an-

swers a letter to the campus paper which claims that
divestment will mean a rise in tuition, she speaks elo-
quently of what South Africa today means to her.

The students stand firm and together against intimi-
dation. University security videotapes them in order to
identify students. Some have gotten disciplinary letters
and have been called into meetings; some students’ par-
ents have been called; 28 students have been called to

» . court and among those some have received court papers

in the middle of their classes. Despite the harassment,

: I ‘P(‘Werty in East Europe |

(cqntinued from page 9)
we are doing now looks like a just distribution of pover-

ty; = B
R " POLAND

Poland seems ‘to be at present that East European

~_country where both the extent and the depth of pover-
_ ty are the greatest. The statistical minimum income per

head in 1983 was 6,000 zloty. 31% of the Polish popula-

- tion have to live with this income. Out of a population

of 37 million, 9.5 million of Poles are employed in in-
dustty. According to the government newspaper Rzecz-
pospolita, 47% of the families of these workers have a

- monthly income below 6,000 zloty per head. Only 1.8

million have more than 12,000 zloty monthly for each
family member.
The Polish Price Board announced recently another

consecutive increase of food prices. The rise would have
“been. introduced in March. Under pressure of public

opinion and both the underground Solidarity and the
government-sponsored trade unions rejecting the pro-
posals, these were modified and will be introduced in
three stages instead of all at once.

WITHOUT GOING INTO details of the proposed
compensations, one important fact emerges: There is no
earnest probe of the consequences of the rise of food
prices for individual social groups. The weight of the

- .food expenses in the overall family budget is not exact-

ly known. But as the press echoes, many of the old-age
and disability pensioners, one-parent families and fami-
lies with many children fear a steep fall in their already
low living standard. Besides, this rise represents but a

_third of a general price increase expected this year as
prices of fuel, electricity, gas and rents are to go up.

How the old-age pensioners and those receiving disa-

‘ bility pensions see their situation themselves is shown

by a survey conducted by the Institute of Internal Mar-
ket and Consumption. 28.4% of the surveyed declared to

~ live very economically in order to be able to save for

later purchases; 40.5% had barely enough means for the
cheapest food and clothing; 21% had not, however,
enough money even for that.

As in other East European countries, the most affect-
ed groups are the pensioners and the young. A survey

of young marriages showed 16.8% had no more money

than for the cheapest food and clothing, 2.4% not even
for that and only 4% had enough means for everything

* %k k

We concentrated on the present situation rather than
on the evolution of poverty, partly because more data
emerge as the worsening situation of the “weakest” so-
cial groups calls for greater attention of government in-
stitutions. However, the existence of poverty in Poland

-as elsewhere in Eastern Europe accompanied the social-

ist regimes there during the whole 37-year period of
their existence — not showing any sign of disappear-
ance in this century. —East European Correspondent
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Anti-apartheid rally at Columbia
the blockade continues and support grows.
DAILY RAP SESSIONS :

The blockaders hold twice daily rap sessions. At one,
a woman who asks a question about what will happen
in South Africa after apartheid falls, provokes a sharp
debate. Everything comes up in the rap sessions, from
how to maintain the working of the blockade to what is
happening in the world. You don’t have to follow the
outside media to know the impact of Columbia national-
ly and worldwide. The latest information from Mandela
Hall and from around the country and the world on the
Free South Africa Movement is available at information
tables outside Malcolm X lounge, in adjoining Hartley
Hall.

A student shouts, “They always say young peo-
ple are the future. We are not the future. We are
the present.”

Speakers come from all over to take the microphone -

in front of Mandela Hall. A student from the University
of Michigan steps up to deliver greetings; 13 hours earli-
er, they had piled into a car in Ann Arbor to come to
Mandela Hall. A contingent from Berkeley arrives to
loud cheers, and a U.C. student begins to read a mes-
sage: “Dear Columbia, the residents of Stephen Biko
Hall at the U.C. Berkeley campus thank you for your
inspiration...” Blockaders from Columbia and Berkeley
talk to each other on the phone every day.

HIGH SCHOOL AND LABOR SOLIDARITY

A young Black high school student tells us of being
swept into the movement when he came with his family
to find out how his brother, a hunger striker, was doing.
He decided to stay day and night (see story below).
Two young women modestly address the blockaders

. with a one-sentence message: New York high school

students support you. A Black woman from Brooklyn
who works nights comes by on a Saturday morning to
help out and “be with people who are speaking up and
taking a stand for what they believe.” A contingent of
Black union hospital workers march in carrying plac-
ards: “Free South African Trade Unionists.” On Day 13,
a Teamster local donates $1,000 and pledges $100 a day.
CU clerical workers who have been involved in a fight
for union recognition support the blockaders with liber-
ated xeroxing services, among other things. .
The students at Mandela Hall read aloud, deba

- and discuss an article about themselves in the N.Y.

Times. They say: “We are not a shadow of ’68”.

On Day 15, a massive rally is called. Hundreds march
up Broadway and down from Harlem. Several thousand
come to the rally, many for the first time. As a Puerto
Rican student from a New York campus told us:
“Something has been set in motion here at Columbia,
and nothing can be the same as it was again.”

The students decided to end the blockade on April 25
because as a tactic it was no longer putting pressure on
the trustees to divest. The movement at Columbia will
continue. One student said, “The most important part
of being active in the blockade was the education I got.
This is what I will take away with me.”

—News & Letters participants
. -

| High school participant

Mandela Hall, Columbia—Though I am a senior at :

Fordham Preparatory High School in the Bronx, I am
now totally involved in the blockade of Mandela Hall
here at CU, where our demands include divestment and

an end to aparthexlm S. Africa. Aqquy',;{x‘ugtgntire

family has become involved through my brother, a

ior at; Columbia, who has been a member of the C
tion for a Free South Africa for four years, and was
of the hunger- strikers whose activity, fasting for
days, led up to this blockade.

Two 'days after the take-over I went to a show
my father and we discussed Columbia. I talked him i
going over there with me, as he and my mother had
ready. been closely involved since my brother’s fast.
days later, I'm still here.

The kinds of bonds you form here, striving
the same goal, has been amazing to me. It’s lik
family without a hierarchy. Everyone is info:
of everything, with one of the main activi.
being the morning and late evening rap sessi
in which a wide range of ideas is discussed.

With such a range of issues pressing in on the ¢
munity outside, we've been under a lot of pressure |
various groups to widen our focus. For example, the
io of women to men in this activity has been very
as women seem to be genuinely more sympathetic.
minist groups have pointed this out and have argued
linking 'up different struggles. Yet, the consensus am
the blockaders has been to keep focused on divest
in order to remain unified. '

1 have missed a week of school, but I have been
contact with members of the Kawaida Club, a Bl
student organizatiop at Fordham, and they seem s
portive. of sending down ‘a delegation to participate
this blockade. . —Black high school stud

 The Berkeley sitin

(continued from page 1)

The next day 80% of the student body respond
by not attending classes. Instead, 5,000 jamm
Stephen Biko Plaza and the newly-named Mart
Luther King, Jr. Student Union for a teach-in a
rally. The number of those who decided to sleep-
on the steps swelled to 560. - :

Support has.come from many quarters. Some ¢
longshoremen, who earlier this year had refused to v
load South African cargo, adjourned their conventi
and came to join the students. Early support for the
in came from workers on campus. The' teaching assi
ants had voted.to participate in the boycott by canc
ling their teaching assignments and calling on the u
versity 10 recognize their union. The American Fede
tion of State, County and Municipal - workers. and: t
American Federation of Teachers asked their membs
to support the boycett. ‘

Instead of ending the “camp-out,” the police acti
only served to :mobilize people here and spread t
movement to other schools. U. of California at Sar
Cruz students are sitting in at the chancellor’s: offi
Messages of support and solidarity are coming from of
er universities, from ‘local senior and junior hi
schools, and are announced every day.

NO EDUCATION BUILT ON AFRICAN
DEGRADATION : ;

Opposition to U.C. investments in companies that
business in South Africa has been smoldering for yea
but the recent revolt in South Africa lit a fire under t
students. On March 21, the day following the murd:
at Uitenhage, South Africa, a rally of 300 students co
memorated both the Sharpeville massacre of 1960 ‘a
the outrage at Uitenhage 25 years later. The followi
day, while U.C. heads celebrated Charter Day, 1,0
students outside shouted: “We don’t want our educati
buiit on African degradation” and “What do we war
Divestment! When do we want it? Now!” A 100-fo
long red banner, “U.C. Divest,” was hung from the ca

" panile (the most prominent structure on campus).

The news from the Columbia sit-in inspired 1c
of discussion. On April 10, after a die-in staged
oppose apartheid and U.C. investments in Sou
Africa, about 50 people decided to sit in on t
steps of “Stephen Biko Hall.” Every day more a
more  people came both to the noon demo
strations and the sleep-in. There are meetings eve
day and every evening to discuss events: the formu
tion of the-original demands, the chancellor’s reply, t
students’ reply to the chancellor... There are many co
mittees - doing many different things, from organizi
material help (sleeping bags, blankets, food) to planni

+ and holding events ‘on the steps, to reaching out to t

community and other schools.

Though a majority of the students on campus :
white, the occupation and the demonstrations have
diversity of participants. United People of Color, a ca
pus organization, joined the protesters on April 15;
“Pakistani :Students for Divestment” banner
the Martin' Luther ‘King, Jr. Student Union facing’t
Steven Biko. plaza; people from many  Third Wo:
countties are participating. “Soweto, Columbia, Berl

 ley, the students fight back!” :

\-New‘a &Lettersparticipam
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E o by Ida Fuller, youth colummst ‘

" This | past month, I have been receiving direct
reports ‘of the new youth gx otests on campuses na-
tionwide. At Columbia University, the site of a
i continuous sit-in pushing for ‘divestment of univer-
-sity funds in South Africa, students have renamed

their administration building Mandela Hall. At the
University of California in Berkeley, what the me-
dia do not report is that student sitters-in have re-
named Sproul Hall as Stephen Biko Hall.

. At the University of Colorado, student demonstrators
have kicked out CIA recruiters, and at Northwestern
- University in Chicago, we prevented a Contra leader
| from speaking. I wonder how many other universities
‘ have had similar protests which we do not yethave di-
rect reports about? In all, what stands out is a new
spirit among youth just entering college, who are
' searching for freedom ideas and a new society. A spirit
which I could also see in the number and variety of
‘youth who, on April 18, attended a lecture by Raya
'Dunayevskaya at the University of Ilinois at Chicago,
-and heard her stress how Marxist-Humanism had made
a category of youth as a force of revolution in the
d1950s when they were dismissed as the beat generation.
'SEARCH FOR FREEDOM IDEAS

It is precisely because of the urgency of this search
. for freedom ideas that this month I felt especially lucky

1 to have received an advance copy of Raya Dunayevska-
ya's new book, Women’s Liberation and the Dialec- -

~tics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future. In this
1:35-year collection of essays which at first seems related
. only to women’s. liberation, I discovered that Dunayev-
skaya traces what she calls “the birth of a whole new

generation of revolutionaries” in the post-World War 11

period, analyzes the Dialectics of Revolution as it rela-
tes .to youth, and reaches for the future who are the
youth.
: What struck me in readmg the “Introduction
,.and Overview” was that Dunayevskaya singles out
i the post-World War Il period as a new epoch be-
-cause “I had been feeling that the whole post-
. World War 1T generatlon had been raising totally
new questlons.

 Thus in Part I: Women, Labor and the Black Di- -

3mensxon, as well as in" the “Introduction and Over-

; view,” Dunayevskaya singles out two historic events as
; the prelude to the birth of “a whole new generation of
; revolutionaries” in the 1960s:

In 1956, it was the student youth of the Hungarian
‘Revolution: who touched off a revolt which involved
. Workers’ Councils and raised the banner of Marx’s Hu-
»manism  against .the rule of Communist totalitarianism.,
+Dunayeyskaya -extends -the new: stage which the: Hun-

garian Revolution opened to the Montgomery:Bus Boy-
ieott, when it was :Black youth: whe: followed through on
:Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her bus seat to a white

man, and helped “start a bus :boycott.. This: movement
‘was totally self-organized,  with-its -greatest feature

+being its;ipractice. of new human relatlons and its own
working. existence. -

Seeing the connection between the Hunganan Revo-
lution .and the Montgomery Bus Boycott (which to this
day is a category that only Dunayevskaya has made)
and their anticipation of the 1960s Black Revolution,
the 1964 Free Speech Movement -and the 1965 Anti-
- Vietnam War teach-ins, gave me a whole new view of
“what our historic task and speclficlty as the post-World
" War II generation of youth is.

"~ In Part T: Revolutionaries All, after discovering
; Dunayevskayas appreciation for the contributions of
“the new generation of revolutionaries, found it most
. sobering to read her critique of our pltfalls manifested
most openly in the near-revolution in France, 1968. In
“excerpts from the last chapter of Dunayevskaya’s Phil-
osophy, and Revolution, entitled “New. Passions and
New Forces: The Black Dimension, The Anti-Vietnam

War Youth, Rank-and File Labor, Women’s beeratlon,” :

“this is the opening sentence: “So empijrical-minded is
the American youth, Black included, that even revolu-

. tionaries who have separated themselves from Commu-

nism of the Russian and the Chinese varieties have ful-
“ly and uncritically embraced Castro.” (p. 111)

v ATTITUDE TOWARD MARXISM " :

We are faced with  the sobering reahty that the
youth’s attitude toward Marxism as ]ust another ideolo-
gy or their acceptance of degraded versions of Marzism
has had terrible results: a truncated concept of revolu-
“tion. Dunayevskaya critiques the uncritical enthusiasm

“of many youth for Regis Debray’s :Revolution in the
Revolution, a work praised by Castro, which expounds
guerrilla warfare as the universal pathway to revolution
and preaches total acceptance of the guerrilla leader as
“leader Maximum” who does not tolerate ideological
differences.

s,l}low it is, true J:l:lat today -we" might; not: be following

. :Dehray. But shouldnit. we, ask. purselves if we .
_have other manifestations; of being empirical-minded .
sn’t ;the. separation that we . .
make between our Sohdanty Commlttees and the need- :

-that are handcuffing us? Isn’

;-ed solidarity of ideas a manifestation of empiricism?

Todays yonth movement, so centered around

“solidarity, has such a sensitivity to international-
“ism that 'm sure a young activist reader would be
. excited by "Part III: Sexism, Politics and Revolution—
" Japan, Portugal, Poland, China, Latin America, the US

— Is There an Organizational Answer? Not only be-
cause this part covers the world, but also because
it does not limit its analysis of international youth
movements to their anti-U.S. imperialism aspect.
Rather it delves mto a critical sohdarity with their

- ideas; -

Anti-nuclear activists would ‘be excited to read Du-
nayevskaya’s report of her lecture tour in Japan in
1966, because it allows us to witness a massive anti-nu-
clear movement with roots in rank-and-file labor, whose
youth are openly and proudly Marxist; genuine Marx-
ists who are not apologists for any state powers and are
adamantly opposed to their native rulers as well. It is

~ the youth of the Zengakuren who have broken with the
Japanese - Communist Party and have returned to

| Youthin Revolt

Dozens of Polish students and teachers from several
colleges went on a hunger strike in March to protest
the imprisonment of Marek Adamkiewicz. He was sen-
tenced to two and a half years of prison for refusing to
take the military oath, which says, “The Polish Army
stands on guard for peace in a brotherly alliance with
the Soviet' Army.” The recent arrest and scheduled trial
of Adam Michnik, a founding member of the “Flying

" University” and a leader of KOR (Workers’ Social Self-
~Defense Commltbee) is' also an attack which youth are

battling.
) BRI
Attempting to make a citizens' arrest of CIA recrui-
ters. for crimes against the people of Nicaragua, nearly
500 students and supporters were arrested. at the Uni-

versity of Colorado at Boulder. But students did not

end their three-day protest until they forced the recrui-
ters to leave. At-a similar demonstration at the Univer-

_ sity of Madison. in Wisconsin, students. tried to push

through a police line to reach a CIA interview site and
battled a chemical mace attack.
* % %

Elght people from the editorial board of the Norwe-

gian anti-war magazine Tkkevold are on trial for ob-

taining information that would “undermine ‘the security
~of the state,” facing maximum sentences of 20 years

each, The mformatlon, gathered . from public sources,

" was used in a series of articles proving the existence of

a U.S. military sonar base (important for first-strike nu-

_clear warfare) on Andoya Island, contrary to Norway’s
. contract with NATO. In 1983, scores of security police

raided Tkkevold’s offices and current and former staf-
fers’ homes, seizing- membership and subscription files,

archives and hundreds of other documents, Letters of

support. can. be sent to: FMK, Rosenkrantsgate 18,

0169 Oslo 1, Norway.

<

Marx’s 1844 Humamst Essays : :
Nevertheless what shocks the reader is that it id the

. same youth translators of Marx’s Humanist ‘Essays who

still do not encourage women to speak as thinkers of
revolution at their meetings. In the “Introduction and
Overview” Dunayevskaya - expresses this .critique by
catching its philosophic roots: “This group was the first
to translate and publish, in Japanese, Marx’s 1844 Eco-

nomic-Philosophic Manuscripts, in which the

Man/Woman relationship is so central. Yet not only did
they disregard that point in' Marx’s Essays, but they

acted as if the concept of Alienated Labor meant only
class relations.” (.7 :

MARXISM VS. COMMUNISM |

When 1 first started to review this book, I set myself
a two-fold task: 1. How can we as American youth
avoid falling into. Reaganism’s trap of false ideology

. which equates - Marxism with Communism? 2. What
does Dunayevskaya mean by calling the 1880s the trail -

to the 1980s, and what does she mean by the second

part of the title she gives to this book, “Reachmg for

the Future”?

It was in Part IV: The Trail to the 1980s: TheMws—
ing Link—Philosophy—in the Relationship -of Revolution
to Organization that I first began to grasp what

. Dunayevskaya means by “Reaching for the Fu-

ture.” Part IV begins with a “Radio Interview on
the Family, Love Relationships and the New Socie-

ty” in which _Dunayevskaya raises Marx’'s concept

of “revolution in permanence” as the need for a
total uprooting, including that of the fazml,y This

~involves knowing that “the revolution in perma-
nence refers to you too” and that, “until we end

the division between mental and manual labor...
we will not really have a new man, a new woman,
a new child, a new society.” (p. 181) .

It is also here that Dunayevskaya deepens our view

of the young Marx by tracing the origins of Marx’s
“new continent of thought” back to 1841 where we meet
Marx as a college student. ‘

But whether it is the question of uprooting the bour-
geois family or taking us back to Marx in 1841, or in
the 1880s, the whole point is that for Marx, “revolution
in permanence” was not any perpetual motion machine
but a revolution that would not stop with a mere over-
throw of the old society, but rather concern itself with

. the creation of the new. That is what “Reaching for
-the Future” means and that is what no one can do

“for” us. Rather, we have to work it out ourselves.
This made me think of why, in 1958, the Constitution

‘of News & Letters Committees singled out youth as
" “the ones whose idealism in the finest sense of the word

combines with opposition to existing adult society in so
unique a way that it literally brings them alongslde the

- workers as builders of the new society.”

‘It is this challenge which compels youth not to accept

vulganzed interpretations of Marxism, but seriously ex-

amine Dunayevskaya's work. I would like to invite a
discussion by youth on'these questions. Do please order
Women’s Liberation and the Dxaleel;ics of Revolu-
tion and read it for yourselves. . -

'Special» pre-pdblication offer! Good only until July 1!

Women s leeratlon and the Dialectics of Revolutlon |
Reaching for the Future

A 35-Year Collectlon of Essays——Hlstorlc, Phllosophlc, Global

~ by Raya Dunayevskaya
pubhshed by Humanities Press Internatwnal
Only $12. 95——regular price $15.95

“Whatever orgy of violence the white rulers will now mdulge in, South Africa will rever agam be same. The }
‘tiny minority of whites who have opposed this inhuman, insane, savage rule of the white supremaczsts long §
‘ago saw that if the Africans are not allowed to live like human beings, it is the inhuman regime, not the hu-
man beings, that will have to go. It is only a questton of when and how P page 41

“As was evident throughout this book (which covers 35 years of wrmngs on a smgle sub]ect, Women (] Lzbera
tion) the sharp differentiation between Marx’s Marxism and post-Marx Marxism is not limited to that one
questwn A deep gulf existed between Marx’s multilinear view of all human development and Engels” unili-

near vzew Whtch zs why thzs smgle subject-—Women s Ltberatton whether viewed as it relates to phzlosophy )

Order from News & Letters, 59 E. Van Buren, fm. 707, Chicago, 1. 60605

Enclosed is $12.95 for a copy of

Women'’s Lt,beratwgziand the Dialectics of Revolution: ;Reachmg for the Future

Please sénd it sto me% as soon as lt |s oﬁ‘ the press
IR ‘p;’$,<*.!
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Youth and the dialectics of revolutlon today
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‘by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes
On April 6 the hated pro-U.S. “Islamic” regime of

General ‘Nimeiry was - sloughed ‘off like a nightmare as

the Sudanese masses proclaimed their liberation in the

- streets of Khartoum, ‘A ‘crowd of 100,000 did not. ask
< "any permission of the new military rulers as they broke

into. Khartoum’s Kober Pnson and freed all 2,000. im-
pnsoned there.

Two weeks earlier, student youth had launched an-
other demonstration; this time agamst the regime’s Iat-

~est outrage: sharp price hikes in basic commodities as
- part of a U.S.-imposed “austerity” plan. The student re-

bellion became by April 3 a general strike totally para-
lyzing Khartoum, a city of one million. Neither the U.S.
nor Egypt came  to ‘Nimeiry’s axd preferring a “new

" face.”

The new govermhent of General Siwar el Dahab to-
day faces that mass self-activity. Nimeiry’s massive po-
litical” police force has supposedly been disbanded, but
the new regime is hardly a reflection of the mass up-

- surge from below: On’ April 7, General Dehab reassured
“the U.S. and Egypt that he was their man.

~ Mass unrest forces coup in Sudan

The next day he got the Khartoum opposition to call

off their general strike. On April 10 the first civilian he
" met with was Hassan Tourabi of the Muslim Brother-’

hood, a reactionary fundamentalist “opposition” 'group

who had been with Nimeiry nearly until the end, when :

the U.S. forced Nimeiry to break with them.
What had really brought down Nimeiry was also the
ongoing - guerrilla war pitting  Black Southern rebels

against his reactionary “Islamic” dictatorship. In 1982

Nimeiry reignited the long-simmering Southern rebel-
lion by imposing Islamic “Sharia” law in an extremely
brutal form on the entire country. The 15,000 guerrillas
had tied down two-thirds of the army and forced a halt
to major oil development and irrigation projects.

While Khartoum opposition almost immediately did
agree to give Dahab a year te install a civilian govern-
ment, Black Southern rebel leader John Gareng gave
him instead one week. He called Dahab “the Nimeiry
regime in a different uniform. No matter what clothes
the hyena puts on, it remains a hyena.” He accused
Dahab of doing Washmgton’s bidding to subvert the
“victory of the masses.’

Today, Washington’s man, Dahab, knows, like Ni-
meiry, how to.talk the same language of “unity” against
the Southem Sudanese Peoples Liberation - Army

Anti-racist French youth bmld 'SOS-Raclsme

‘(SPLA), whlle offering * negotlatlons » VBut the differ-

ises.

this impeverished country has a national debt of $10

ence today is that the SPLA has already experienced a
decade of truce and “negotiations” from Nimeiry, 1972-
1982, only to see him suddenly reverse all of his prom- !

After yéars of Nlmelrys corrupt and oppressive rule; :

billion, which is $450 for every one of its 22 million,
men, women and children. Famine already exists on a4
scale ‘surpassed only by that in Ethiopia, yet thJs fact
has been downplayed by the Western media.

“The Sudan has a rich and diverse history; from 1885
to 1898, the Islamic Mahdist rebellion rolled back Brit-
ish imperialism at the very time of the “final” partition
of Africa, In the 1950s they were among the first Afri-
can countries to win mdependence

Today, political -initiative in the Sudan is commg
from: the: poorest and most oppressed region, the South,
But unlike the 1960s Southern rebels, the SPLA is call-
ing for a democratic, secular and socialist state for the
whole Sudan as the only genuine guarantee- of autono-
my. They have reached out to the Northern Left and
opposition groups and ' formed links with them. Can%
these fréedom movements which toppled Nlmeuy lead
to genuine natlonal liberation?

e

:
E

Damsh general strike

Nearly 300,000 " Danish  workers’

walked out on’strike March 24 in the

“biggest revolt by labor since World War
11 It ‘was a move which surprised

everyone—especially the conservative
government—in its intensity. The pri-

-~ vate sector workers demanded a shorter

workweek and a larger wage increase
than the 2% being offered to them. Al-
most all  transportation was shut
down—from the national airline, SAS,
to the railroads and docks.

Six days later, hundreds of thousands
of ‘public. workers joined in a sympathy

> strike which brought the country to a

halt. The public sector - workers . were

due . to strike -the following week over

their “own “demands.. The government
moved  quickly to impose ‘a ‘back-to-

. work  order; ‘but over 100,000 demon-
" 'strators besieged . Parliament April 1 in
" opposition to legislation outlawing the

strike and: granting the same measly 2%
wage increase.

The unions involved in the strike
agreed to return to work in face of stiff
fines. But well over a third of the strik-
ing workers stayed off their jobs.

Women’s Liberaﬁon and
- Dialectics of Reveolution

Have you ordered a copy?

A whole series of racist mcldents has

given birth to a new anti-racist move-~

ment, led by Arab North African
youths born in France. The movement
from its inception reached out to other
French youth and intellectuals; but in

-an-unusual and creative turn it made

overtures specifically to Jewish youth
from the Union of Jewish Students of
France (UJEF), who suffer  from anti-

" Semitism.

Then, a whole series of events in
March and April catapulted their new-
born SOS-Racisme (19, rue Martel,
75010 Paris) into a mass movement, as
25,000 marched against racism and anti-

Semitism on March 31, Here are the -

events that surrounded March 31:

March 20 — Moroccan cook Aziz Ma-
dek is gunned down in the small town
of Menton in the virulently racist Cote
d’Azure.

March 26 — Over 1 500 youths march

“through: ‘Menton, organized by SOS-

Racisme, chanting, “First, second, tenth
generation, we are ‘all the children of
immigrants.”

March 29 — Eighteen people are

wounded 'in a terrorist bomb attack on .

!:he annual Jewish Film Festival in Par-
is. '
March 30 — Led by SOS-Racisme,

- 2,000 youths march across Paris shout-
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“ *“Don’t touch my buddy” .

mg “Arabs at Menton, Jews in Paris, it -

is our buddies that they are murder-

ing.” Another Arab Algerian is mur-

dered that very day by a racist in the:
Cote ‘d’Azur and 1,500 demonstrate:
again a few days later, despite the “fac-
tical advice” of its Communist mayor

that -the ‘march would be countelpro- B
. ductive. :
The new movement has ca\lght »
" the imagination of youth to the
point where 500,000 of its "Don’t
touch my buddy” buttons have been

sold. To those who say it is a fad,
SOSs: leader Thaimma Samman fep-

lies, *“It is maybe easy to buy it, but

not to wear it. In some high
schools, the students who wear it

attract threats and sometimes phys-
- ical attacks.” '

Or as Jewish student leader Stephane

Boanah put it: “Under the threat of

racism, we are in the second line, just ~and in international support. actions.

after the Arabs.” That is also why Rab-
bi Grunewald rejected the “sympathy”
of the National Front for the theater
bombing - “when they remained “silent,
dozens of times silent, after murderous
attacks against North Africans.” When
Arab and Jewish youth join hands as

they are doing today in France, they
are creating new world youth perspec-

tives for change.

~ Brazilian auto workers

While the whole country awaited the
death of the stricken reformist Presi-
dent-elect Tancredo Neves, watiching

power. slip back to the hated military-

backed Vice-President-elect, Brazilian
auto workers decided. to act. Two hun-
dred thousand of them shut down VW,

.Ford and GM plants in Sao Paulo be-

ginning ‘April 11. They are demandling a

40-hour week instead of the 48 ‘hours
"~ they now must work, but ‘emp‘loyers
have been totally intransigent on: this

point.” Direction for the movement is
coming mainly from the Labor Party,
led by independent Leftist labor activist
“Lula,” who  opposed all established

L partles, including the Communist Party,
- in their uncritical embrace of Neves.

\Phi]ippine revolt .
‘Reagan has asked for $280 mllhon in
“aid” for the Marcos d1ctatorsh1p for

1986 as his response to theé growing pre--

revolutionary erisis. This will more than
double the -amount: sent to Marcos in:i

1985, The U.S. media have all but-
- “blacked out coverage of the continuing -

freedom struggle in ‘the Philippines
against what the opposition calls the:

- *U.8.-Marcos dictatorship.” Even  the

majority of the reformist Liberal Party
now “favors dismantling the huge U.S. |

" Subic Bay and Clark Alrﬁeld bases once

Marcos goes.
Demonstrations continue despite fero-
cious. repression, In ‘February, a 1,000-:

- strong farmers’. protest encampment in~4

Manila was dispersed with violence, and :
two leaders; Jimmy Tadeo. of the Alli-

ance of Central Luzon Farmers and At-.
torney Dante Laya of the Natlonahst

“Alliance, “disappeared.”

When several hundred students,
marched the. same day to protest
the violent repression, they were
surrounded by police. Their leaders,:
Lean Alejandro and J. V. Bautista,
were arrested.

- Meanwhile, in the “tnal” of General;
Ver for the: Marcos-ordered 1983 mur- .
der of Aquino, witnesses are disappear-

" ing " daily. Ver’s lawyer gloats, “If you
~~have - no  evidence to defend agamst

~ then there’s no need to prove your in-
“nocence.” “But ‘the ‘real ‘trial is taking

~ place by force in the streets of Manila :

and in the countrymde

| ,Women in Kanak strug,«glefE

The Kanak liberation struggle conti-
nues to develop, both on native ground

Youth in Australia as well as France
have rallied to support the FNLKS lib-
eration movement while militant - ac-:
tions continue “at home” despite neo-

- fascist settler repressmn‘, backed up tac-

itly by Mitterrand. .
One new d:menmon of the struggle is-

"~ women. Listen to the voice of Susanna

Ounei, leader of the Group of Kanak

‘and Exploited Women in Struggle
-~ (GFKEL), an autonomous organization
- within the FLNKS, formed after her re-

lease from prison in the 1970s:

“When we were released, 'we be-
gan to raise the question of women
in the movement. Why was' it’ that
women swept the hall after every
meeting? Why - was it customary

: “that women never-said anything in-
* the meetings? At that time our boys

didn’t. want to deal with the con-

_crete pomt of the status of Kanak

women.

“Our. grandmothers were qulte free.
When they married. into another ‘clan,
they left - home “with “their own lands.

- Our grandmothers in -New Caledonia

before the colonization had many leaves:

" they used for contraceptlon (yet) we are

told that contraception is a mortal sin.”




