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by Charles Denby, Editor

Author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal
Last month I had to go down to Lowndes County,
~Ala. on a famxly emergency. The afternoon I arrived
many of my f‘amxly and friends were gone to Selma,
to participate in-the march at the Edmund Pettis bridge,
‘onthe anniversary of the original march for votmg

rights held: there some 16 years ago. ’
< Everyone I talked to was shocked and surprised at

-~ the turnout for the march. They had over 5,000 people,
just .about all from my part of Alabama. And the

march really had not been given any national publicity
before it took place.
VOTING RIGHTS STILL NEEDED :
. -People who had not marched in a long time went.
They were saying that as soon as Reagan got in office
. he declared that he was going to turn many problems
over to the states—like voting rights—but many people
did not think it would be so soon and so drastic. He

—and his racist Congress -are saying that voting rights

are accepted by. whites now, so the law is not needed.
If it is true that voting rlghts are accepted, then to me
this is the exact proof that the law should be made

permanent. But instead, Sen. Strom Thurmond wants ;

the Votmg Rights Aect abohshed
(Contmued on Page 4)

Mmers glrd for bitter strike struggle

~ by Andy ?hlllips
“We’ll stay out until hell freezes over—and
even longer if that’s what it takes for us to get
a decent contract that we can live' with,” de-

clared a rank-and-file miner in West Virginia -

following the crushing 2 to 1 vote rejecting the
United Mine Workers’ contract negotiated by

UMWA President Sam Church in- March.
i The ‘massive repudiation of the contract surprised |
nearly everyone except the rank-andile miners. Most -

certainly President ‘Church was. disappointed. He had
predicted a 2 to 1 vote, to be sure, but he said that
would be the margin of approval. The actual vote con-
vincingly shows how far away Church is from under-
standmg the rank-and-file miners, and how incapable he
is of representing them. .

GIVE-AWAY CONTRACT

Opposition to the contract centered on several pro-
visions agreed to by Church, and included the following:
® Giving coal operators the right to buy and process

non-union coal to fill coal orders, as well as not ‘paying -
" _the $1.90 royalty on each ton of non-union ‘coal bought

and sold. The $1.90 payments funds the health and
pension benefits of miners and their families. . N

® Approving a committee to review the UMWA
pension benefit program with the -aim ‘of turning that
over to private insurance companies, as was done with
the health care program in the last contract.

‘@ Accepting a 45day probationary’ period for new
miners, who have in-the past: always had full union

Brlxton rebellmn sImI{es Thatcher s Brltam -

by ngel anten

London, England—On: Saturday; April 10 the lid-
blew off in Brixton, a section of London with a large

' Black community, Black people gave vent to their feel-
ings against the racist ‘British police. Over 100 police
were injured and there was massive property damage.
~Brixton was the second major Blaek rebellion in Britain
within the dast year. (See Editorial, p. 7.)

It started April 9 at 5 p.m. when police questioned
a Black youth who had -beep, stabbed. Local youths suf-
. rounded the pig car, grabbed the stabbed youth and
attacked the police. Railton Road, ‘the “frontline” of
Black resistance to police harassment exploded.

The next afternoon police saturated the area and

arrested a Black youth outside a minicab office in -

Atlantic Road, Brixton. A crowd of Black youths formed
demanding his release. Fighting broke out. In a matter

of mirfutes thousands of Blacks were on the streets
--attacking police and police cars,

‘Bricks, stones- and
Molotov cocktails were thrown. “We hate the police,
they arrest us fqr nothing” was the -catch-phrase. Build-

ings were burnt, shops destroyed. -Vengeance was taken
on, shops which had ripped off Blacks or whose owners
were rac1sts A pub which had refused. to serve Blacks .

went up that night,
VICIOUS POLICE ASSAULTS

The police went off their heads, attacking thh‘

lead piping and -coshes (clubs). Youths then threatened
the local police station.. Now the police had to retreat
to protect the station. Massxve looting started and local
white youths joined in as well.

The riot 'lasted through to Sunday and then _spas-

modlcally until Tuesday. The police were particularly
vicious in their counterattack, breaking down the doors

' of Black homes and letting off their racist venom, or
surrounding youths -in the street and -laying into them .

both witlLraci_st punches and racist language.

'~ For the past five years Brixton has been subjected
to increasing police heat which includes the much-
“hated Special Patrol Group (SPG) coming into the

area making mass arrests. Thousands of people are -

stopped and searched each month. As the saying goes:
- “If youw're Black, just walking on the street will draw

the heat.”. The SUS law, ‘which has been used by the

pohee for decades to stop, search and arrest on “sus-
pxcxon has now been revamped Now the police can

Aftermath of British-cops’ billyclub charge in Brixton,

) stop anyone at anytlme

‘When Blacks in the St. Paul’s. section of Bristol
rioted against the racist police last ‘April many won.

“dered:” how long before Brixton? A series of events

~both of repression and ' resistance - fueled the flames:

the increasing assauifs on Black people by Nazis; the
murder by guards of Richard “Cartoon” Campbell, a
young Brixton “dread” (Rasta) in a remand center last

‘year; the 13 dead in the New Cross Fire this January

and the historic day of action that saw 6,000 Blacks
march through London against the coverup of the fire;
the government’s new racist Nationality Bill and the
growing - mass. movement against it.

All this ‘came to a head in’ Brixton. On. April 3.

police decided on a massive campaign to “clean up”
Brixton. - SPG and other - “heavy”
Raxlton Road and ,raided homes . and cafes. Over the

(Contmued on Page 10)

police _sealed off

membership, mghts and»protectxon from the first work-‘

ing day.

® Allowing coal operators to sub-contract jobs te -

non-union workers.
® Permitting the hated anti-union Natxonal Review

Board to pass on grievance cases for an additional 90

days before it was phased out;, with all decisions to re-
main in force for the full life of the three-year contract.

® Agreeing to ‘a dental plan that would not only
have to be paid for by the miners out of their own

pockets, but had so many extra service costs and benefit ’

restrictions that it was a total rip-off.

® Giving operators the right to close a .union mine -

and re-open it as a scab operation after two years.
Other major objections were the rights given to
operators to veto safety recommendations proposed by a

" joint union-industry commitiee; establish harsh penalties-

for absenteeism, including firing; dilute seniority rights;
restrict bidding on new and higher-paying jobs; and
allow any one of three union safety committeemen to
override a miner's objection to working in an unsafe

“place, as well as making safety protest procedures mnch ‘

more difficult.

Outside of wage and pension 1ncreases costs whlch'

operators always pass on to coal consumers, almost every
other major ehange in the contract represented a loss to
the rank-and-file miners.

Actually, miners were expressing two kinds of pro-
tests in their. vote against the contract. They were ‘not
only rejecting the terms of the new contract, they were

also displaying their anger at the last contract. This was

especially evident in regard- to the “Memorandum of
Understandmg” which would have set'up a committee to
revise the UMWA: pension system and turn it over to
private insurers.

OPPOSE PRIVATE INSURANCE

‘This is what happened to the UMWA healt'h carek‘_
system which had prowded full coverage for the miners

and their families from 1948 until the last contract, in
1978. Turning ‘this over to private insurers turned into a

" nightmare of service for many miners, as well as costing

them ‘hundreds of dollars out of their own pockets.
‘Whereas before all health care costs of all miners were
paid for out of the UMW Health and Welfare Fund, the
changeover created chaos in service -as well as different
degrees of coverages “controlled by the' coal operators
who contracted with insurers of their own choice.
Another directly related health' care loss to” the

* miners is especially bitter in this strike situation. Before
health care was turned over to the operators, miners and

their families kept their medical coverage during strikes.

Now they must pay for the insurance out of their own'

pockets—and the costs are clearly desngned to put eco-

nomic pressure on the miners, Miners in western Penn-

sylvania working in U. 'S. Steel mines, for example, will
be ' required to pay $165 for health insurance the first
month, $192 the second and $222‘ the third menth to
keep the same coverage they had before the sirike.
Striking miners:and their families are eligible for
government food stamps, but rules are now being tight-
ened to put added pressure on the miners. Different

- states have different rules; but most or-all appear to be

putting a $1,500 limit on savings and othér assets, and
the way they are interpreting assets would cut off many
thousands of miners;

On other battle fronts, ‘striking miners are becom-
ing more determined to stop the mining and transporta-
tion of scab coal, In Kentucky, Tennessee and southern
West Virginia, gun battles between stnkers and company

(Continued on Page 5)
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Women miners fight sexlsm, find solldarlty

) Ed Note—The followmg are excerpts from a speech
given by Jean: Smith, Chairperson of the Coal Employ-

“ment  Project Natzonal Conference, at a conference ow
“ Women and Ldbor in Detroit on April 10, 1981.

e
'Five,daysafweek (well, not now) I journey down

into the bowels of the earth to toil away in the dark

L}

and-the damp and the danger. I've been-an underground
coal miner for the past four-and-a-half years_ and I've
been asked . many txmes “Why did you choose thxs
career?” ‘

‘Well, T didn’t choose it, it chose me, When I was

about 17 1. was pretty naive about the financial state
of the World -When 1 was 16, I had a poem published

in two different books and I knew I was going to be an
‘English- teacher ‘and writer—that this was where my -

fortune lay,

“THIS AIN'T IT"

~‘work in their mines and I said, Oh, no,
to go underground. And my friend said, Well they're

Eléven “years, three kldS a d1v0tce and - several

i tfadxtlonal jobs later, I said, "“This ain’t it kid.” So I

heard that Peabody ‘Coal Co, was hiring women %o
T don’t want

‘paying. $50 a day, and I said, Where is this place?
and ‘three days later 'I had myself a job, Afﬁrmatlve

“.action’s wonderful.

Little did Peabody Coal Co. or I know what was in *

store for us It seems that the whole mining indastry
feels that it has no place for women. “Women under-
ground are bad luck: A woman working as a miner is
trying to be a man. A woman’s not strong enough to

do the work.” I'm telling you, the excuses are bounded '

only by the company’s ingenuity and imagination. To
make a long story short, it is no picnic,

“Women are treated differently from men from day
one, . There were three other women working in the mine
where T started and 860" men . All our jobs, of

.course we're Umted Mine Workers, are acquired by the

bid : system. So when a loading machine came up for
bid two and a half years ago, I put my bid in. It meant

-a. substantial increase in pay wages but also it was

my favorite job in the mine . . ; Well, I-had the senior
bid, but - the company. said -1 “couldn’t have the job
becauce I was a woman, and they said it in front of
75 of my union brothers. They wildcatted. - .

.During that, I learned the importance of people
sticking together .. . It's important to enlist the aid
of union brothers to integrate the workforce. There’s

WSU workers fight lay-offs

Detroit, Mich.—Nearly 200 Wayne State University

“campus workers pinned. pink slips to their coats at noon

on -April 23,:and came out fo- help Pres, Tom Bonner

- “celebrate” 25 years of WSU being a state-funded insti-

tution—a week after maidy of us had gotten lay-off no-

‘tices, and a week dfter the news came out that Bonner

was personally respofisible for buying last fall the now-
defunct Detroit Institute of Technology.

We rallied 1nfront of McGregor Auditorium, where
Bonner, the WSU Board of Governors, and state govern-
‘ment and education big-shots were meeting, and we held
up signs reading, “Let them eat bricks,” “Buy out DIT,

sell out me,” “Wayne’s ‘Urban Mission’—Real Estate.”

" The DIT fiasco is the latest chapter in this Admin-
istration’s total contempt for students, faculty and cam-
pus workers. In a year of drastic state education cut-
backs, Bonner’s latest scheme is massive layoffs, directed
almost entirely against unienized campus workers. The
‘budget’ squeeze did - not, however, preveny- him from
spending $27,000 (almostthree year’s salary for an Office
Assistant) to design a new logo for WISU, nor fronr in-

_creasing ‘the. number of vice-presidents (lowest salary:

$36,000) from five when he came in late 1977, to 15 today.
‘A poem read at the rally suggested that these over-

‘paid “chiefs” might also shovel snow, operate the park-

ing lots, run registration, clean the buildings, do the

“-clerical work, etc. if we are laid off.

When one union official at the rally said perhaps

- some of us might like to join the festivities inside, the

3  response. ‘was. overwhelming. Everyone gathered again

inside on “the - first floor, and we chanted non-stop,

~“Cancel  the. lay-offs, open the books!” (the financial
~books) and “Pink slip Bonner!” Finally the “dignitaries”

filed downstairs, where they were served lunch by food

.. service workers wearmg plnk shps pmned to their

uniforms.

Bonner
has promised them nothing but tuition increases each
semester. ‘This rally added new: strength to our fight
‘ahd 'we’'re not going to let B‘onner destroy WSU and
our hves

<

 tion «called ‘the Coal Employment Project . . .
knew other miners, women miners who were facmgl

.+« The greatest part of the”demonstratlon was defl- .
n_itely the spirit of the people who came. I was espe-
.-cially encouraged to see students take part;

a ~Library wprker ’

strength as well as a  small margin of safety ih num-
bers . . . But even though my brothers were supporting
me in the mines, they still regarded me as somewhat
subhuman, 1 had their respect to stand up for my
rights—I had that-—but after all, I was still a woman.

COAL EMPLOYMENT PROJECT
About that time, I heard of a wonderful orgamza-
They

problems similar to mine. So I got invelved . . . No-
body really understands like another woman mme;, }

They have the distinction of being the first feminist- -

oriented organization to make a dent on a traditional
male bastion such as the United Mine Workers, They've
received recognition, they’ve received acceptance and

. support from the union and in some cases they’'ve even

worked in cooperation with them to improve the health
and safety conditions for miners, One of the most im-
portant things they. stress is that . . . we do not ask

anythmg for women that we do not ask for men. Soli.
 darity is the key. .

Meanwhile back at the ranch—we have a new fore-

.man by the name of Reagan. While it’s appalling that

he’s even there, it’s a fact of life—he is there And

although I do not underestifnate Mr. Reagan, I ‘do know

he does underestimate me—and all of us . , . In 3 years
254 days, there’s going to be another election, We've
got to make sure that that name isn’t on the ballot—or
anybody like him.

People speak out on welfare-'

Chicago, Ill — The militancy of peoples’ reaction to
Reagan’s anti-human cuts was manifested most vividly
during the Welfare Rights speak-out held in Chicago at
the.end of March. There was very little division between
the speakers from various welfare rights organizations
and the 500 in the audience which included Blacks,
whites, Latinas, Indians and other minorities, mostly
women but also some men.

The dominant feeling was that the poor will not take
it any more and that action has to start right here and
right now and with the people right in this room. There
was . no denying the urgency as speaker after speaker
addressed the public aid program representatlve with
all different kinds of demands, from instituting name
plates (so-people know who they are speaking to) to
more translators and reducing the amount of time one

‘has to wait in the office. - #

" A white woman recounted her experience in Dr.
King’s March on Washington and said we’ll do it all
over again if that’s what it takes. All were invited to
take the floor and the most mllltant got the loudest
applause. - .

WOMAN AS REA!ON |

Dear Sisters:

I was very surpnsed by the different responses of
audiences here on Raya Dunayevskaya’s lecture tour and
1 wanted to share ideag-with you in trying to understand
the nature of the responses and what they tell us about
the women's movement in 1981,

At one large Chicago university where Raya spoke '

on her newly completed book, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s
Liberation and Marx’s. Philosophy. of Revolution, the
audience was almost all women academics and professors,
and yet throughout the lecture they seemed quite unre-
sponsive to the ideas being presented. Not one woman
participated in “the. -discussion period after the talk—
and this when the Women’s Studies Department had co-
sponsored the lecture—and none approached us to dis-

- cuss informally at the reception following.
A FEW .DAYS LATER, Raya gave the same talk at’

the University - of Illinois Champaign-Urbana and the
reaction was completely different. The room was so
crowded that people -had to sit on the floor because the
organizers had underestimated the interest students

would have in the lecture. The audience was very re--

sponsive and the discusion afterward was lively and
could have gone on much longer, That these students
were open and looking for answers was clear from the
questions they asked,

For example, one young woman asked Dunayevska-

ya how to organize a union -independent of any of the

established unions. She wanted help with her fight to
organize the store where she worked and did not sepa-

rate it from the philosophy that Raya had presented.

She went on to ask about what Marx had written on
imperialism and others asked about the p0551b111ty of
making a revolution in our day.

Now in trying to understand the difference. in re- )
~sponses, I realized. that the questlon was not a simple
dlfference m class smce both audlences wene mamly,

- B A T
|
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 worldwide |

Russian’ fgmmst Vera Golubeva (Natalya Maltseva) )

.has ‘been freed from wprison due to the activity and -
protests ‘of  the - international feminist’ movement, ac-
cording -to ‘Tatyana Mamonova, Unfortunately d'ue to

her failing health, continued harassment by the KGB
and concern for the safety of her young daughter; it

" is feared that Golubeva will be unable to speak out. as

she had prlor to her 1mpmsonment
% *

Feminists tw1ce dlsrupted a Senate. hearmg Apnl 23
on a bill 'which would redefine life as beginning with
conception . and thus make abortion &nd even certain
forms of birth control the equivalent of murdey and
subJect women and doctors: to prosecution under state -
_ criminal Jaws, ,

‘ Mrs. Caroline Soltoe, an officer of the newly formed: -
South African Domestic . Workers Association, wafches
as other women who work as maids in - Vereeniging
South Africa sign up for. membership. '
. *. * * -

The: ¢lerical workers’ - organization Working Women
has merged with the Service Employees International

. Union to form a new national union called District 925
" to organize

the millions of elerical workers in the U.S.
The director of Working Women is determined to retain: -
her organization’s independence due to many women’s
distrust of unions and their lack of interest in women’s
1ssues ‘ : '

cd * % %

The Spamsh government had hoped to dlsplay Pi.
casso’s famous work Guernica, which-depicts the horrors
of -war, #s part of the 100th anniversary of his birth
next fall The artist had wanted the work returned to
Spain after “the re-establishment of public liberties,”
but his daughter Maya vetoed the return saying, “We
cannot talk of democracy in Spain while there is no
divorce law and while the police and-army of the old .
regime still exist.”

Careerism: fear of revolution

middle-class women. But at UIC-U it was clear that the
young women cared very thuch about transforming this

. world that they hadn’t made but were going to have to *

live in, and it was. the revolutionary nature of Dunayev-
skaya’s work that had drawn them.to the lecture and.

" 'that ‘made them want to continue the dlscussxon after- -

ward,

BUT WHAT THE 'AUDIENCE .in Chicago remmded
me of was our discussion back ‘in 1974 about groups
whose fear of philosophy revealed, in fact, a fear of
revolution that made them stop at culture. We have .
often talked about NOW (National, Organization for
Women) in this way, "as a group that reduces women’s -
liberation to careerism, and their recent conference on
“New Leadership” shows that they are still doing that.
as. they propose that businesses provide childcare and
suggest that childcare be organized like -a public utility.

The kmd of “leadershlp” that has reduced the very
idea of a movement for freedom to a movement for get-
ting a few good jobs for a few, will never get us any- -
where. It is particularly sad to "see it.in a university
where the very jobs women have won aré supposed” {o
help us. with the self-development of ideas of freedom -
.and not the stifling of them,

‘ In a way, this fear of revolutlon is nothmg new.
But today is 1981 with Reaganism not yet in full bloom.
Yet'even in the face of his attacks on our rights and the
very idea of women’s liberation, women still have illu-
sions that' an aeademic career or culture is° a way out,

What was fear of philosophy in the *70s is all the
more serious in 1981 when the lines are much more
sharply drawn. Please let me know what your experi-
ences have been so that we can pose. the question of
phllosophy vs. culture as a WOmen s hberatlon committee
in all of our act1v1t1es.

\Z‘erlry, Moon -

: wii . TR S
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; Detrolt city worlrers reslst takebacks

Detrmt, Mich.—City workers here  are facing the
most massive anti-labor assault in anyone’s memory.
‘Crying poverty and bolstered by the Chrysler takebacks,
Mayor-Coleman Young is demanding that our contract

- be re-opened. “for the express purpose of modifying

wages.and benefits.” This is less than one year after we

won this contract in the .most militant stnl{e ever: by

city employees.

Not only does the cxty propose a five percent wage
cut; they also are ' manding we give up our scheduled
increases for the balance of the contract; the loss of
three: holidays; reduction in sick days, and the eption
fo propose “other cdst-saving proposals at a later date.”
Adding insult to injury, they also would require an ad-
ditional five hours more work time per week.
WORKERS OPPOSE TAKEBACKS

; Opposxtxon to these kinds of takebacks was virtually
unammous in my local and it seems -that this is the

case in all -city locals. Detroit’s -economy has been’ de- -

yastated by the crisis in auto. City workers understand
- this and are ready to do their part to help see us through
“this time of crisis. But they have lost all confidence in
the mayor’s claim to fairness and “equality of sacri-
- fice.” He offers to cut his own salary by five percent—
but this is five percent off of $75,000! Our union has
even proposed ah alternative plan of payless vacation
days but the cxty wouldn’t even listen to any offér besides

their own, B
Robots, racism at

by Felix Martin, West Coast Editor
GM South Gate began calling back workers for the

i)ody shop and paint on March 31. The first thing was fo

assemble. in the mess hall to listen to_speeches by man-
agement praising new policies and laying down new

rules — no more absenteelsm 50 jobs per hour w1th

quality, etc. ;
.- So militarized is the thinking in this capitalist
society, especially: at the point of production, that plant
. manager Hardin opened by saying that he was declanng
. World War IHI against the Japanese. After spewing out
some racist remarks against “those Japs,” Hardin tried
‘to clean it up by saying that he had nothing against the
Japanese people, but' against “those little cars,” as if
the..cars made_ themselves.
Hardin  continued:
standing here telling you what to do and you had
better do it. I will leave my door open, You can come
in any time you have a problem to talk it over with

- ‘me.” After an hour of this B.S. and of cheering ‘and

hand clapping by foremen,' ex-fortmen and company
sucks, we were allowed to go back to our work sta-
tions where we met our new bosses—the robots  of
unimation,

MORE ROBOTS, LESS WORKERS

" We were surprlsed to see these robots were sta- ;
-tionary, not the second generation of robots on wheels.

 Workers' struggle in China

- The arrests of the editor of April Fifth’ Forum — a
banned unofficial magazine — along with another acti-
vist, followed just five days after Peking police dispersed
hundreds of people at Tiananmen Square, on April 5,
who had come to speak out and distribute flyers on free
speech on the fifth amversary of the great mass demon-

. ‘stration that had so shaken up Mao himself,

Demonstrations’ and sit-ins have become so wide-
spread nationwide that the government has been forced
to admit that they are occurring. They call them “dis-
turbances created by simall numbers of people” — but
in denymg their significance they reveal that there have
been workers’ strikes over wages and housing; and stu-
_dent demonstrations over food and sham elections.

A sitin ‘of as many as 70,000 in remote Xinjiang
province shows how many youth were forced from the

~cities in the decade of the Cultural Revolution. Those -

who have returned have often come back to no jobs -

"= there are reports of up to, 10,000 demonstrating for jobs

in Shanghai. Demonstrations have even been reported in
Sichuan province, the home of Deng Xiaoping and the
model for Chmas restructuring of the economy,
Urban unemployment ~=already 12-20 million —
has been rising. and major plants have . closed . down
under restructuring. In Shenzhen, one of the zones for

“foreign capital to create new jobs, one foreign capitalist

closed his new plant until the government established a

" new labor exchange that allows all the foreign capitalists

to fire workers as they please. Even workers at the giant
: Baoshan. steel complex demonstrated vigorously when
they found out their plants were closing,

‘Workers. and unemployed youth facing the same
‘crisis here can understand the Chinese worke very

* well, and know that such mass activity wan’t disappear

by bemg ndxculed in the press. - . —Beh’

@

loss of dignity. , N

re-tooled GM plant

“I believe in democracy—me

We can still remember back four years ago when
this same mayor—once a union man himself—literally
laughed at us and boasted how he had conned us inte
accepting “the ‘best contract this city (i.e. the adminis-
tration). ever got” in the 1977 bargaining--also pleading
the city’s poverty then. As one worker said: “If we didn’t
learn our lesson-then, and fall for this line again, we
.deserve to be laughed at.” !

Another employee . added: “We. gave up wage . in-
creases ‘before in- order to help the mayor because we
thought ‘he was moving Detroit forward; but now we
see.that it is only the Max Fisher’s and Henry Ford’s
that are moving:forward in the mayor’s plans for the
renaissance of the City.” , -
WHO'S TO BLAME |

But we know, that the real culprit is not any in-
dividual but the ‘crisis of capitalism across this whole

nation. It is“these big-businessmen, bankers and ‘their

stooges that havé wrecked our economy; and now they
want to bail themselves out by squeezing more profit

out of the hides of: the workmg men and women of

America,

Nobody likes the ptospects ofcmasswe lay-oﬁfs which
the: mayor has -threatened if we reject his takebacks.
But Detroit workers won’t be fooled or intimidated
again. No way-will we submit to “umon busting” or

--City employee

that .can “think” and work the line like workers, we

-“had heard about; These cost the company $100,000 and

‘$6 per hour to:operate. Right away the workers began
to realize that this means this plant will close, as the
‘newer robots are only being installed in the new plants.

By closing these old. plants where ‘the Iabor force
is already established, and moving to a new city or
-country  and - building a_ new plant.with all the new
technology installed at the same time, GM establishes
a new labor force of fewer workers, This will help GM
by -not” causing labor trouble like it would have in the
old plants where a larger labor force is already  estab-
lished.” Management is saying “This is your last chance;
if you don’t get 50 quality jobs per hour as ordered,
the plant will close.” In fact, the foremen and sucks
are wearing big buttons saying “Our future is now.”

After ‘working three weeks and nnt reaching full
production, the workers are saying it is impossible to
get 50 jobs with quality. We can’t get quality w1th the
line  stopping every third job.

- SCHEME AGAINST WORKERS

Talking on break; one worker was saying “This
is a 'scheme by management, union and government
to put the .blame for the closing of this plant on the
workers. Th\‘s would relieve GM of any responsibility
_for the plant closing.” |

Reagan is already trying to do away with OSHA
safety -standards in~the plants, and all emission con-
trols. Most workers I have talked to are saying “this
would create a giant gas chamber right here in the
Los Angeles basin.”

" On the -day shift the older workers with the most -

semorxty are called back. But for the first time they
are seeing that management, the government and: even
sometimes the union are their enemies, “They make up
one giant bureaucracy like in Russia,” said one worker.
Instead ‘of seeing a solution to today's crisis outside
_of their own activities, the workers are now talking
“about their own self-actlwty such as the miners’ strike
and the general strikes in Poland as the only answer
to this bureaucracy.".

Santo Domingo protests

When two U.S. Navy ships arrived in Santo Domingo
April 2, on. a supposed “good-will visit,” the Dominican
Republic was swept by nearly a week of the largest dem-
onstrations.and protests since the 1965 rebellion. ‘That
that rebellion was put down at the cost of 3,000 lives
through the invasian of 42,000 U.S. Marines, in the same
month of April 16 years ago, was not’ forgotten by the
protestors. 1

The severe police vxolence in repressmg the demon-

strations left four dead and hundreds injured and ar-

rested.. Among the dead were a 14:year-old newsboy, a
23-year-old reporter for La Noticia and two students.
~Within four days the municipal workers were also

, on strike (they had not been paid for a month), joining

truck drivers and doctors. And in the poor neigh-
borhoods the protests became street fights against the
- "police as youths burned barricades of tires and garbage,
Also important is the nearly total news blackout in

the U.S, -press. For the Dominican youth the news this -

year is clearly Niearagua, El Salvador and Reagan’s mili-
taristic response, makmg this one “good-will visit” they
“would not let: go unchallenged P

I
|

by John Marcotte

There was another work stoppage at my shop the
other week, and when the union big- shot came down
the workers whistled, booed and yelled him right out
shouting, “We don’t need you coming down heretelling
us to go back.to work!”

I have heard many of the older workers who fought
hard to bring the tnion in say, “Now we have two en-
emies, the company and “the union.” Others pat it this

" way: “If you want to make trouble with the company,

don’t let the union know. If you.want to make trouble
with the union, don’t let the company know. Or they’ 1
both get rid of you fast.”

FIGHT BOSSES AND UNIONS

Workers from factory after factory tell the same
stories ‘of how the company and ‘the union work to-
gether -against the workers. At a bakery plant here,
the union works day and night to fire any shop steward
who is really -fighting for the workers’ rights. Only the
workers’ support keeps the steward from getting fired.

All of this makes me wonder why some of the
leaders of the new anti-war, anti-draft and -anti-nuke
movements. are falling all over each other trying to’

_get the endorsement. of these same unions. I don’t see

what these union bureaucrats bring te any movement..
except years and years of experience in deception, sell-
ing out, substitution of fake demands for real ones, and
‘the desxre to control "-and kill any real, independent’
movement for freedom. :
DON'T TRUST BUREAUCRATS

It would have  been quite an - experience for any
young activist to go through the last contract negoti-

- ations at my plant. We said those union leaders should

be in the theater, they were so slick at selling us out,
as prepared as we were for all their. tricks. They are
not an enemy to be underestimated, and. you can bet’
if they’re trying to put themselves at-the head of a
movement they are up to no good.

I do hope these hew- youth movements continue
to try to link up with the workers’ struggles. in. this

. country but in their own new ways. The labor bureauc-

racy is no path to the American worker, And I hope
they start by listening to'the workers, to their experi-
ence and ideas too, and make a unity- on this' new

- basis. Then we will have a really new begmnmg

More hassles at Schwinn

Chicago, Il.—Schwinn_is still acting like there' is
no contract, automatically denying all grievances all the
way to step three.

They are doing everything they - can to stir’ up
hostility toward: the union, like the way union dues are
taken out. The contract states that union dues are to be
deducted from the second paycheck in each. calendar
month, but they haven’t been doing it that way. They
took. it ount the last week in March and again at the
beginning of .April. Then: workers were complammg
about how often dues are ‘taken out.

They're still moving people all over the place. One _

woman resigned because her. pay was cut and they -

blamed it on the union, But she told them Schwinn

runs the payroll. Some of the women, who were called

back and put on jobs they can’t do, took a lay-off. The
union has to decide which of the many grievances they
are gomg to take to' arbitration,

—Wman worker, Schwinn

llmty needed at Art Steel

Bronx, N.Y. — Art Steel has a- history of fmng

_ workers unjustly, and especially Black workers, They

exploit all of the workers, but they have a secret policy

- towards Black workers and newer workers. They single

out a worker-to harass, with so-called low produetivity-—
being a couple of mmutes late to the department and so
on,

Especially now with vacation coming up the com-

w

pany is looking to fire workers and  is over-working us.

When a Black worker was fired recentld, everyone
signed the petition to brm'g him back — Black, Puerto
Rican, Dominican. That isthe kind of unity we need to
combat the dlscrlmmatlon at Art Steel,

< —-Art Steel workers
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by Raya Dunayevskaya .
Author of PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION
and Mamm and Freedom

The following Special Introduction for an Iranian -

‘edition of Marx’s Humanist Essays was written by Raya
Dunayevskaya at the request of young Iranian revolu-
‘tionaries who are involved in the battle against a coun-

" ter-revolution that -not only threatens from outside Iran,
. but_that arose so quickly from within the revolution
itself. We felt that this month was an historically ap-.

“propriate .time to share it with our readers, while Raya

Dunayevakaya"is on national lecture tour, because this

May. issue of N&L commemorates both May 1 as an in-

ternational revolutionary celebration and May 5—Marx’s

bz'rthday—as a true birthtime of htstory —Cha'rles Denby
* * *

~Because there is nothing more ex’cxtmg than ad-

- dressing -revolutionaries in an ongoing revolution, I feel

very honored to have this opportunity, in 1980, to intro-
duce Marx’s * 1844 Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts,
which opened an entirely new continent of thought and
-revolution that Marx named “a new Humanism.” The

. year that I was first able to -publish these Humanist
Essays as.an Appendix to my work,Marxism and Free-

dom, a quarter of a century ago, coincided with the
Hungarian  Revolution against Russian totalitarianism

- calling itself ‘Communism. Thus, both from below, from
an actual proletarian revolution, and from theory, a
today-ness was shed upon these Essays that had lain '

- on the: dusty Shelves of archlves and had never been

practiced.
Because what the. contemporary world needs most

today is a unity of Marx’s philosophy of liberation with

an outright revolution, we must re-examine what it is

" that Marx had meant when, in his greatest theoretical

work, Capital, he had declared “humnian ‘power is its own
and what, :in his" very first historical materialist
an-alyses in 1844 he had. meant by saying “communism,
as such, is not the goal - of human development the zform
of human society”’—what the goal is, is the creation of
totally new, class-less, human relations.

WHEN- YOU TURN 4o the Essays on *“Private
Property and <Communism” and the “Critique of the
Hegelian Dialectic,” you will note three things at once.
First and foremost is.that -the  analysis of labor—and
that is what distinguishes Marx from all other Socialists
-and ‘Communists of his day and ours—goes much further
than the economic structure of society. His analysis goes
to the actual human relations. Secondly, it was not only
Hegel whom Marx stood on his feet, uniting, instead of

" separating, thinking from being. It was also the “quite
-vulgar and- unthinking communism ' that completely
' negates the ‘personality of man.” ’l‘hu'dly, and above all,
_ s ‘Marx’s concept of labor—that it is the creativity of
“the laborer ‘as the gravedxgger of capitalism which up-

roots all. of the old.

Whether cavpltahsm achieves the dommatxon of labor
through ownership of or through control over the means
of production, what Marx focuses on is this: any “dom-
ination over the labor of others” proves not only capi-
talism’s -exploitative 'buj perverse nature. To further

~stress the perverse nature, Marx éays that the whole

-of capitalism could be summed up in a single sentence:
“Pead labor dominates living labor.” This class rela-
tionship transforms the living laborer into “an appendage
to the machine.” Here is how Marx expresses it in the
Humamst Essays: .
. Private property has made us so stupid and one.
-sided that . . . .in place of all the rpfhysxcal and
spmtual senses there is the sense of possession which
is the simple alienation of all these senses . . . The
.transcendence. of private property.is, therevfore the
total freemg of ‘all human senses and atmbutes

It is here, -to make sure that one thereby does not

N

' jump to the concluswn that the- abolition of private -

property creates a new society, that Marx rejected the
substitution of one form of property—state—for private
+as’ any solution to the problem  of exploitation. It is
why he rejected “vulgar and unthinking communism,”
focusing instead” on two other problems: 1) truly new
human relations,. the “new. Humanism” in place of
communism; and 2) the totality of the uprooting of all
old relations so that the dual rhythm of social revolution
—~the abolition of the old and the creatlon of the new—
would run thelr vfull course,
* *® *

IN ,'ORDER TO FULLY grasp Marx’s Historical

“Materialism, the foundation for which was laid by these

Humanist Essays, let us turn to the history of Marx’s
‘day- as well as of today. What we see, first and fore-
most; is that Marx, in laying the foundation of Historical
Materlahsm was also creating the theory of proletarian

. revolution;- the dialectic of liberation, Marx’s- greatest

discovery —  his concept of labor- whlch revealed the
laborer ‘ to. be not just & force of revclution, but its
Reason—meant’ that the proletariat was the ‘‘Subject,”

/. the Universal !Subject that ‘was. not Just a product of
history,  but

its ‘shaper, negating, i.e. abolishing, the

emploxtatwe realxty The explonted proletariat is the

transformer of reality. It is here that Marx saw the .

core’ of the Hegelian dialectic, naming “the dialectic of
negativity as the moving and creating principle.”

In actuality, continued Marx, there lies hidden in
Hegel’s Phenomenology of Mind “the movement of his-
tory.” The mystical Vveil Hegel- threw over it must be
removed, but far- from turning his back on philosophy,
Marx transformed Hegel’s revolution in philosophy into
a. philosophy of revolution. Which is why Marx held
that “Humanism distinguishes itself hoth from Idealism
and Materialism, and is, at’ the same time, the truth
uniting both . . . (and) capable of grasping the act of
world 'h'istory.” ’

Background for drawing of young Marx is a manuscr: Pt ~

page of Economzc Manuscnpts of 1844

“Graspmg the act of world hlstory” meant that he

had® to proclaim “revolution in-permanence” when he

saw that no sooner had the masses helped the bourgeoisie
gain victory over feudalism in the 1848 revolutions than
the bourgeoisie turfied against them. And when he
witnessed -the greatest revolution in his time, the 1871
Paris Commune, and saw the masses take destmy into

their own hands Marx declared that non-state to- be

the “polmcal form at last discovered to work out the
econgmic emancipation ‘ of the proletarlat ? As Marx
expressed it:

We should especially avoul re-establishing society as
an abstraction, opposed to the mdmdual The mdl—
vidual is the social entity.

* * *

" MARX RAISED THE QUESTION of “revolution in
permanence” not only for his day but as the way out
for all unfinished revolutions. No age can understand
that better than our own, plagued both by transforma-
tions into opposite after each revolution—such. as that
which saw the first workers’ state that arose from the
Russian Revolution turn into. the state-capitalist mon-
strosity that Russia is now; and by the aborting of -today’s
revolutions before ever they come to completion,

The question is: What happens after the first act
of revolution? Does conquest of power assure a class-
less society or only a.new class bureaucracy? ‘Our age,
which has witnessed a whole new Third World emerge
from the struggle against Western imperialism (U.S.

i imperialism most of all) in Latin America as in Africa,

in the Middle East as in Asia, needs to demand that

‘grasping the act of world lustory” means spelling out\

total freedom.
Here agdin, Marx can illuminate our task in the

-~manner in which he spelled out how total must be the
uprooting of the old and the creation of the new. He.

turned to the most fundamental of all human relations—

that of man to woman. In it we see why Marx opposed

both private properfty and “vulgar communism”:

. The infinite degradafion in which man exists for
himself is expressed in this relation to the woman

as the spoils ahd handmaid of lust. For the secret-

of the relationship of man to man finds its unam.
k biguous, definitive,open, obvious expression in the

- News & Letters
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relatlonshlp of man to woman, and in this way, the
direct, ‘natural, necessary relatxonshlp of man to
man. is the telaunnsmp of man to woman,
‘Clearly, “each of the human relations to the world—
seeing, hearing, smell, taste, feeling, thought percep-
tion,
mere equality, a needed first achievement but not yet

the needed total reorgamzatxon of human. relations.

Abolition of the old-is only the first medlatlon “Only
by the transcendence of this mediation . . . does there
arise posxtive Humanism, beginning from xtself ”

*® * *

AS ONE FOLLOWS Marx’s view of total freedom,;

one can see how far beyond technology Marx’s phllosophy
(Continued on Page 5)
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When you see the forces they have got lmed up
frerit Reagan to the Supreme Court, to the Congress,
all determined to send Blacks back to the old days of

happen,

- Some articles have been wrltten lately remember-'
ing the Civil Rights Movement. They say that in. Lowndes
- County wmning the right to vote .was -like reaching the

moon. That is true. But they do- not understand how

erience, wxshmg act:vxty, loving” must transcend .

segregation, you can’t turn away and just say it can’t

we won it. When Lowndes Co. elected the first Black .

Sheriff, John Hulett, that was a day I will never for-

.. get. There was happiness and._shouting and' parading

all over the place. John Hulett showed me the strap -

he had found in the jail, a vicious-looking heavy strap
attached to a board of the same length. It had been
used on Black prisoners, to get them to confess to
anything. ‘

This is part of what winning the nght to vote
meant to us—getting rid of that strap and everything
like it. But it took a tremendous and powerful move:
ment to accomplish’ that - goal.  Today’s leaders don’t
seem preparéd for that kind of movement. They keep
saying “Keep cool ¥ when thxs is not the time or place
to keep cool.

ATTACKS AGAINST BLACKS

Look at what is happening in Tennessee. The Su-~

preme Court just ruled that white people can’ block
off the public: streets in their. neighborhoods to keep

- Blacks from driving through the area. Or look at Cali-

fornia, where the eourt rulings have allowed school

‘segregation to have the green light.

In Lowndes Co., Judge Bozeman, a white judge,
says that the ‘original idea of the Voting Rights Act

was good, but now he thinks it is.more trouble than it

is worth. He 'says that the county is poor, and remov- .

ing the names of deceased voters is an economic hard-

~ ship. The deceased. are mostly all whites, since Blacks

were not registered to vote -in those days. Blacks have
been trying to get the names off the list ever since.

Alabama is still a place where the KKK reminds
you how lmpolftant civil rights and veting rights are,
On March 21, in Mobile, Ala, a young Black man

named Michael A. Donald, was Iynched. He was found

hanging from a tree, They are saymg it was the first
lynching since 1959. But to me that is not the ques-
tion, The question is how many Blacks have been mur-
dered by racist whites and policemen just in the last
year? When a. life is taken, it matters little in what

" manner of death. Two days after the lynching, a Mohile

police captaln referred to -another Black murder vie-
tim as a “n....r male.” One week after that a Black man
was found hung in his cell (he was serving a 10-day
sentence for shoplifting). About the same time, yet
another Black man was shot in the back and killed hy

" I think there is a lot in common between today and
the moment over 100 years ago when Pres. Hayes took
the federal troops out of the South in 1877. He gave
the OK to the Ku Klux Klan to re-establish the old way
of ruling. I am nof saying that federal troops are any
answer; that is not my point.-What'I am saying is that
the Reagan administration and Sen. Thurmond, and all
their friends are prepared 1o roll the clock back very
far if they can get away with it. Ending-the Voting
Rights Act, or:cutting the heart .out of it, is part of a
much blgger plan to bring back the oId ‘order m to-
day’s South.

I am sure; that Rev. Jesse Jackson -and others at
the Selma march were as surprised as I was about how

. many people turned out, Thousands came because they

thought they would be part of a new movement, But
what I doubt is whether the leaders are ready to “lead”

. a policeman. All . this happened :in Moblle in a few .
. weeks of 1981, .

5

that kind of -struggle today, with all the‘boycotts and -

other types of fighting. A total change is needed . ip this

country, and needed now, before Reagan and Thurmond g

take us, back td the world of total segregatlon
M

"
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of revolution extended. Long, before the atom was split
and out of it came, not the greatest productive force, but
the most destructive A-bomb, H-bomb and N-bomb,
Marx -wrote - in - these Essays: “To have one basis for

life and another for ‘science is-a priori a lie.” With ;

Hiroshima, we saw what a holocaust the lie of separating
the reason for being from the reason for scientific
development can become, Now, with the eruption of the
world-wide anti-nuclear movement we see all over again
- how urgent it is to study and practice Marx’s new

" continent of thought. As the great English poet, William
'Blake, expressed it, nothing is more binding than “mind-
forged manacles.”  Let us finish with those manacles
once and for all.

Tt is with the striving for such a mamfesto of total -
- freedom that I,-as Marxist-Humanist, express my solldar-

ity with the Iraman revolutionaries as we all aspire to
a new mternatlonahsm The struggle continues,
November T, 1980. Detroit, Michigan

~ Mineworkers gird for

(Contmued from Page 1) . N

“\pald thugs guardmg convoys of scab coal hauling trucks :

are increasing. There is no question but what these bat-
- tles will escalate as the strike drags on.

Meanwhile, other measures are being taken by the
miners to exert pressures on the operators to return to-
the' negotiating table., These include setting up picket
lines at ‘mines even where there is no mining of coal.
The object here-is to stop the delivery of any machine
parts or other mine supplies the-operators have ordered

to have work done during the. strike. In addition,; other .

miners are scouting their regions to note any movement
- of coal and to make plans to stop all coal hauling,
Another pressure ‘point may be applied to the Bitu-

“~ minous Coal Operators Association (BCOA) through an--
independent coal operartors’ association that claims to .

. represent some 100 mines. and over 45,000 miners in
~Ohie and West Virginia, and is wnlhng to accept the
union’s new demands.
If the BCOA, representing the larger eoal operators,
continues to refuse to negotiate, it is probable that the

v UMWA- will invite the independent association to Wash-.

ington, D.C. for contract discussions.

N It is clear that the coal and oil powers were ready
for a long strlke and had been stockpiling coal for that‘ .

purpose which resulted in a 110- day supply above ground.
The only reason they agreed to this first contract was
because they: never dreamed union: negotiators would let
the operators take so much from' the miners.
EXPECT LONG STRIKE .

Once the miners rejected the contract, however, the .

BCOA has refused to negotiate new terms fbrought to
tl)e table by Church and his negotiation team. The new
demands exclude the seven most opposed terms of the
rejected contract, including the non-union coal provision,
pension study committee, probationary period, non-union
and sub-contractlng, a revised dental plan and changes
in the Arbitration Review Board provision.

;' The BCOA immediately. rejected the new terms,
demandmg that Church resubmit the one just repudiated
by the mlners. The big coal operators and their oil allles

‘Re view: Orlyms of British Bolshe wsm

. Raymond Challinor, The Ongms of British Boelshe-
vism, Totowa, N.J.: Roman and Littlefield, 1977,

Near the end of this most important work onfBritish
revolutionary history, Raymond Challinor observes that
the “two monsters” of social democracy and Stalinism,
though barring the way forward in Britain for half a
century, today have lost much of their force of impedi-
ment. The situation is beginning to change: ““Revolu-
tlonary politics again becomes a possibility in Britain

The new generation is likely to look “back to the

'Somalxst Labor Party (SLP), not slavishly to copy it,

but to learn from -the experxences of the last truly

. revolutionary party to fight in the arena of Brltlsh

pohtms » Challinor’s creation of this “historie mlrror
is no small task. -

_The. author ‘dates revolutionary socialism in Britain
from 1900, when George Yates, alone among the British

delegation to the Congress of the Second International, .
- opposed the entrance of Millerand and two other French

socialists into the - capitalist government of Waldeck-

long bitter struggle

Nnow appear determined to try to break the miners with
a long strike, but the miners are now ‘more determined
to win than ever.

In the meantime, many miners, és well as Sam
Church in particular, are looking beyond the strike itself
to the second Tuesday in November of 1982. That is the
date for the' election of union officers to the Inter-
national UMWA by }he rank-and-file umon eoal miners.

DISTRUST CHURCH
v At the present time, there is no question about the

" distrust the miners have ‘of Church. This stems primarily,

of ‘course, from-the sell-out contract- Church negotiated.
But there is another element, and that has to do with

“the -attitude of Church after he had agreed rto the
. contract terms:.

Instead of msnstmg on the negotnatlon procedures
the rank-and-file miners had approved at their last con-
vention to: guarantee that they have a full and complete
review of every. contract proposal; Church was urging
them to violate their own Constitution by continuing to
work rather than to sirike when the contract expired. -

By 'his. actions -and statements, Church angered the
miners on two. very important counts. One, he presumed

.10 do their thinking for them; and two, he violated long-

standing principles of unionism that are fiercely defend-
ed by -miners,” And nothing is more closely guarded
than- the principle’ expressed in their honored slogan:
“No Contract,”No Work!” - -

If the UMWA election were held today, as one
miner_put it, “Mickey Mouse would beat Sam Church.”
Clearly, Church has a Jong way to go to gain the respect
of the miners. ‘Much obviously depends on the final
UMWA contract terms, but more than that is involved,
And that is how able and willing Church is to lead
the rank-and-file miners in battle.

" - The miners have spoken and acted- conclnsxvely by
their denunciation and rejection of the contract. They

¢ know ‘where they stand. Now it is up to Church to -

prove ‘that he has the mettle to truly represent the.
coal: miners and what they represent in the history
of thls nation. The miners will be watching him.

Rousseau, A partlcu]arly .outrageous feature of thls
government was that its cabinet included General Galli--

- fet, the butcher of 20,000 Paris fCommunards

This moment of dissent developed into a movement
that split the British “Social ‘Democratic Federation
(SDF), and led to the estabhshment of the SLP: as an
independent party. ¢ 7

THE IRISH QUESTION
Another important feature in the beginning = of

British - revolutionary socialism was the. question of

Ireland; James ‘Connolly, the Irish revolutionary, went
to Scotland and threw himself into the fight against the
policies of the SDF soon after the 1900 meeting of the
Second - International in-Paris, At that conference, the
British ' delegation’s -position (not accepted by the
Congress), had been that-the Irish Republican Socialist
Party, of which Connolly was a leader, was not entitled -
to separate representation, because Ireland was part of
Great Britain, not an independent country, -

This type of unbridled chauvinism - permeated the
world at that time, as it still does today, despite the
great national revolutions since. Challinor points out how
Connolly, extending his critique of the SDF, ripped the
nominal anti-war stance of that party toward the Boer,
War (1899-1902), when that. party claimed that further
anti-war agltation would oily be a “waste of time and
money.” Indeed, the SDF paper, Justice, turned openly
anti-Semitic in 1ts attacks on “Jewish millionaires” instead
of the capitalist system that had created the war.

One of the great merits of this book is-its look at
the year 1905, not alone in Britain, but as world-wide
events helped British Bolshevism to be born. (Challinor
singles out the first Rissian Revolution and the establish-
ment of the TWW in the USA for their impact on
Britain. What does seem.odd are the “lessons” of Russia
1905, as perceived by the SLP: 1)-the “necessity of
havmg strong -cadres, capable of giving a lead at the
decisive-moment,” and 2) the “important part mdustnal
organization could play in the conquest of power.”

Only these two, and no more, For the new SLP,
trying to begin. afresh after the degeneracy of the SDF
one might have expected a view of the new proletarian
impulse to freedom .from below, where spontanéous
-activity and creative thought, united in the workers
themselves, exploded on the world scepe in the 1905

" Revolution.

Throughout the next two decades from 1905 fo
the outbreak of World War 1, and from the Russian
Revolution of 1917 to the British post-war workers’
revqlt 1918-20, we are again and-again- presented with
questions -of the relationship between the economic and

political struggles, between the. .organizational relation- -

ships and the totality of the movement. In the forma.-
tion of the Clyde Workers Committee, as in the organi-

zational splits that*followed the Bolshevi-k Revolution,

the magnificent activity of the British workers is ‘the .
point against which: all else can-be measured. That

the SLP had still a great distance to travel to meet the

challenge can be judged from .Challinor’s chapter on

1918:20, “A Missed Revolutionary Chance?”

Workers in the USA will surely be able to see .in
this book a whole new page of the history of Britain,
as far removed from Thatcherism as the earth is from
the moon. Whether we would agree -with all 'Chalhnors
formulations or net, it is.mwell worth reading.

—R. Russel
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- Ameriea,”  an

~ “intellectuals and religious
“proudly “applauded” U.S. policy in EL
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LATIN AMERICA & u.s. A —REVOLUTIONARY RELATIONS

new. It included Sidney Hook and Oscar 4l

Over 3000 people marched - and
ralhed in New York on Apnl 18, to pro-
test U.S. intervention in El Salvador.
Many particlpan’rs wore buttons that said
“Support the children of Atlanta, not
- El Salvador’s junta.” A group of women
demonstrators, carrying placards bear-
ing the names of women who have heen

. -murderéd -in E] Salvador, also passed

out leaflets that  mourned the women
who died when abortion was illegal in
this country, and warned of the thou-

sands more who will die if the “moral -

majority” has its way. 4

. Many of the people who stopped at our
lit iable were eager to talk seriously,
and were not simply looking for catchy

" _sloganms or conclusions, but wanted to be
part of the process’ of revolutionary"

thinking. N

New‘ York

&® * *

As an El Salvadoran exile, I am very

interested to see a movement emerge-

here in the U.S, to support the El Sal-
vadoran revolution, I was at the April
18 demonstiration in Los ‘Angeles to pro-
test U.S. aid to the junta, and while I
_think it was a good rally, I'll really be
" impressed when we have demonstrations

--here like ‘the ones I was involved in
. when I was in E] Salvador, I was at the-

“Jan, 22 march in San Salvador in 1979

where 300,000 came into- the ~stteets.
The people here are learning to be-

come more active, and it is good, because

" ’it'is the only way to tell this government -

that we don’t want a war-in Ei Salvador.
We have to continue telling people -the’
truth about El Salvador, and News &

Lettets is domg a beautiful job in telling, -

El ‘Salvadoran reveolutionary

Los Ameles

* * *

‘A brlef natlomvlde work stoppage took

-place in Argentina April- 30 to support .

the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, the
group of mothers of detained and dis-
appeared political prisoners who have
given their lives to confronting the Ar-
gentine military government,

little support. But rank-and-file labor
has included the Mothers’ demands in its
contract: demands, Many of the up to
‘30,000 who ‘have disappeared were

workers. Most recently, worker activist

Jorge Magrino was tortured after he and

other workers protested lay-offs in the

Cantabrica engineering 'plant. ~
Argentina is probably the world’s most

. openly fascist country, yet it has never

had much exposure in the Left press.
‘Perhaps this is because Argentina’s
global , policies are “independent.” It
not only ignored the U.S, call for a boy-
cott of Russia after the invasion of
‘Afghanistan; it went so far as to supply

40 percent of the shortfall caused by the

U.S. This does not in any way prevent
_Argentina from being (after the UZS.)

~the . second largest supplier of arms to

the junta of El Salvador. So it's obvious
who this budding ‘U.S.-Argentina mili-
tary alliance is aimed at — not so much
Russia or ‘Cuba as the uncompromising
masses of this hemisphere,

Argentina support worker

New York

\-t R *

I heard of MarxxstaHumamsm through
" Erich Fromm's books. But your group’s

.vision of Latin -America interests me. I'll. ~

take the April issue of N&L with the
essay on the “Peasant Dimension in Latin
! the pamphlet, “El Hu-
manismo de Marx ‘en Ja Actualidad” to

-my country, After I read them I'll want

to show them to other students. -
Mexican woman
) Mexico City

g * * @
Did. you see the full page ad in the

New York Times on April 6, where
leaders

..Savador? The ad was filled with the

' ‘names of the Cold Wamor set old and

T

Marxist-Humanist

3 Political |
. parties, even of the Left, have offered

Handlin, Norman -Podhoretz and Lionel
Abel, The “new” group was called “The]
-Committee for the Free World,” and it

" vowed to fight “totalitarian Communism”"

— by supporting Reagan’s attack on the
workers and peasants of El Salvador..

‘What strikes you in reading the state-
~ment and the names of the sponsors is
that you have seen it all before. The
Nation had an article even suggesting
that the new committee may be a.revival
of the McCarthyite “Congress for Cul-
tural Freedom” that functioned with CIA
money as a way of enlisting intellectuals
for the State Department and the Penta.
gon. This stinking 'mess needs to be
thoroughly exposed before it gets any
further.

¥ old Politico
Staten Island, N.Y.

* ¥k * . .
I was very glad to see the articles on
the peasant movement in Latin America

- in the April N&L. The question of the

peasantry is very important for today.
El Salvador had a revolution in 1932

" that had even more ‘peasant participation

than worker, and it is important to
" know this for the El Salvadoran experi-

ence, Some peasantsin El Salvador today

have begun to organize themselves, and

many new peasant orgamzatxons are
springing up..

E1 Salvadoran

Los Angeles

) ‘ LT I ’

Here in Nicaragua, the revolution —

aware of the economic aggression on the

part of ‘the Reagan - Administration

against 'the Nicaraguan wpeople—is pre-

paring for national unity. The FSLN

once more has issued a call to all sec--

tors willing to add themselves to the

- people to make a front against imperial-

ism. In the last few days, the Reagan
Administration denied us $15 million in
aid for buying wheat, and now all future:
aid has been cancelled and they tell us

to return $60 million whxch was already -

given us,

And while they deny Nicaragua econ-
omic aid—which isn’t aid but payment
for everything the American companies
took out of the country for 150 years—

- they give military aid to the El Salvador
-junta, and to the )r'igh“tists of Guatemala

and Honduras.

The Honduran government is oﬁfermd
territory to Somoclsta gangs for training
camps, and on more than one occasion
they have entered and had confronta-

tions with border guards and militia, -

The mpeople have responded by joining
the Popular Sandinista Militia in mas-
sive numbers. Meanwhile here inside the

~ country, anti-Sandinista groups of the

Democratic National Movement have
launched destabilization campaigns and
adopted pro-imperialist stands,

The suspension of North ~Ameriean

credits is a negative point for the econ- .

omy, but the people are preparing for
austerity and more efficiency. In the
face of North American aggression, we
“turn to international solidarity as a
point of support for the live forces and
for our revolutxonary process  which

already has achieved many advances, in

education, health and defense.

Revolutionary woman
Nicaragua
* %

1 was intrigued by the picture called

“El Salvador” you ran on p. 11 the last -

issue of N&L that showed three women

with haunting eyes staring out from be-
hind bars, Where did you get it?

Reader

Boston

Ed Note: The picture is a black-

 andwhite reproduction of an original

oil painting ‘by our own “Our Life and

" Times” columnist, Peter Mallory, It is

currenﬂy on display in the Detroit of-

ice of N&L. We: are-sorry readers can’t -

see the powerful - colors unless they
come visif,

“"again.

BN

NOTES FROM THE SHOPS . . .

I'm in nursing. It’s bad. Their brain-

washing line for ll these years has been
that we're professionals, so we’re not
entitled to our own real union. So we

have the Association, and D.C. 37 bar-

gains our confract, and don’t know any-
thing about the nurses’ working lives and
conditions. But I was shocked to hear
of something worse at a place called
Calvary Hospital in the Bronx, No type
of union is allowed and just-for being
heard talking about organizing can get

you fired. I know of a person who put-

in 25 years. When she was fired and
came to contest it she was given 20 min.
utes to be off the grounds.

A big difference between the '60s and
"70s was that in the ’60s almost everyone
cared, even if they cared to get involved
on the wrong side. In the '80s we can’t
let the few do the caring,

Jacobi Hospital worker

‘New York.

* * *

I have been reading Marx’s Capital,

and everything he writes I have experi-

enced in the factory, in struggling against
the company and the union, Marx must
have worked in a factory! With all the

heroes they hold up for us when we’re -

in school, why never Marx? Never, I
never considered myself a Marxist, but I
say if ‘you're without Marx, you -cannot
understand society or history.
Latino worker
) New York
* ®  *

Recently, second shift workers at the
Chevrolet Manufacturing Plant in Flint
got a surprise when they got off work at
a little after 1:00 aim_ They had worked
two hours of overtlme As they walked to

“militant,

‘your war then.”.

from

. their cars, they found handwritten notes
stuck to the windshields. The notes said

. ‘that if the cars were found there again

- “after 11 p.m;, they -would be damaged. "

“Unemployed.” -

. The point was that no one should be

The notes were signed,

working that kind of overtime while so

. ‘many union brothers and sisters are on

lay-off. I agree with the message on the

- windshields, It is time workers stood up
to this management and union pressur:

to- “go-along” and “save the auto indus:

try” at the expense of ot‘her workers Zr

and themselves,

ce e AND ERITREAN STRUGGLE

- A visitor is standmg in front of an -
¢ Eritrean exhibition.  He examines the-
‘photos, which show seme of the achieve-
' ments of the revolution in health, in ed-
 ueation,. in political -participation by the
- people. He then asks one of the militants -
- standing by: “Do you get your help from
the Soviet Union?” “No,” replies “the
“Then you must get it from-

China?” The answer is “no” again, “I

~see. That means you must be supfported

Ready to fight
Flint, Mich.

by the U.S.A.?” Yet agam the reply isin -

the negative. The visitor is quite baffled
and concludes:

“You can’t possibly wm

The above story is told in t“he current

“issue of Eritrea Information, an English-’
‘language monthly bulletin put out by
supporters of the Eritrean Popular Lib-
‘eration Front, It contains a-lot of news
on the struggle there that you can’t get

elsewhere, You can order a su'bscrlptlon

-~ Erifrea lmformatmn
Via della Dogana Vecchia, 5
00186 Rome, Italy

THE BLACK REVOLT: MARCHING, FIGHTING, THINKING

The green ribben of hope and support

for Atlanta and Black America has

caught on big in New York. All of a
sudden in the same week in March that
saw the big Harlem march everyone
started wearing the green ribbon, And

not only Blacks, Here in the shop there -

are whites, Puerto Ricans and Domini-
cans showmg their, support too.

.. . Art Steel worker

* % % <

1 was at a planning meeting for a

demonstration against the Atlanta kill-

_ings in Los Angeles, where one woman

got up and suggested. off-duty police

officers be used 4s monitors for the
rally! What was even more amazing was

some opporfunistic “radicals” who went
along with that,

In Atlanta, Blacks are organizing seif-
defense squads because of the lack of
police protection and insensitivity of po-

lice to. their needs. While Black and
- Latin people are busy fighting the police,

here was one organizer who wanted to
join them! Instead of that, we need to

build on the new Atlanta protests and ('

work to uproot this society root and
branch so these tragedles never happen

California
L * *

A .speaker from the Anti-Klan Network
came to my school two weeks ago, and
gave a rousing talk on the history of
the Klan and on the currenf re-emerg-
ence and increasing violence of. the
Klan, While the speaker was thorough
in his discussion of the connections be-
tween the Klan and the government, he
failed altogether to mention:all of the

‘ways that Black people have struggled

against racism for "hundreds of years.

New York ’

Black youth -

He presented Black people 'pnmamly as
victims, rather than as active, fighting,
;thinking subjects, He ’seeme/d, to think
that Black people need to be “organized,”
that they have to be taught how to com-
bat racism. He never thought -of asking

‘the students, 99% of whom.were Black

and Latino, what their ideas were,

Finally, - at the ‘close of his talk, he
made the remark that “we all” might
be  happier living in the Soviet Union
than we are here, and the students,
started hissing and shouting disclaimers.
It clearly didn’t occur to the fellow that
the students would ‘object to his state-
ments. ‘He just assumed that the' stu-
dents’ vision of freedom -was as self-
Servmg as his, = -

~ " sindont -
- New York . .

New Y»ork" Readers . . . K
LOU TURNER and )

'DIANE LEE

- Speaking on ‘the 20th- anniversar& (
of the death of Frantz Fanon

Fanon's ‘Wrﬁched ef 'l'he‘ )

i

Earth’ and Black Reality Today (Ia o

| Monday, May 11, Workmexi’s Circle
. 369 Eiglrth Ave: (at 20th S¢) 7 pm.’ 1'
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WOMEN’S LIBERATION
-1 just received the Working Women
or- ' pamphlet—thank you, 'L

ave been reading some of Marx’s phil- "~

sophy in terms of women’s liberation
or one of my: polltlcal science classes,
nd I must admit that of all the theories
re’'ve discussed thus far, Marx’s seems
he. most reasonable and feasible, The

Historical Review” will be holding a
. meeting this fall at a UCLA conference

EDITORIAI.

site? This is the organization that claims
to have “evidence” that the Holocaust:
never happened; that it is a plot of the
international Jewish community to " get
money and support{ for Israel. (There’s
a twist to the tradxtxonal anti-Semitic
line.)

Europes Black dlmensmn 3

‘The university says xt signed a. contract
before it knew the ‘position of the organ-
ization; now, the university is claiming
that the contraet is unbreakable ...

thers, which aré basically psychological
heones seem to provide a lot of explan-
tion, but fail to provide real solutions.
leanwhﬂe I.am hard at work helping
i3 orgamze the Take Back the- nght 1

xirch here R other indication of-the increase in anti-

Semitism around the world, linked in-

, Feminist | .0 obly with racism. A group of us at -
Ann Arbor, Mich. school is organizing against this con:fer-
: ence NOW.
t Funous
Berkeley, Cal.

WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY’
. ‘WHAT IS REVOLUTION?

by Dunayevskaya in the Apfil - N&L,
“What is philosophy? What is revolu-
tion?” It was helpful to me in thinking

from the first overthrow of the system’s
representative toward the full transform-
- ing of human relations, Just the phrase

. This
movement of revisionist historians is-an-- -

I very much. appreciated the article’

about how a revolution can be- pushed

" Four days and. nights of open rebellion April 10-14 by Brixton’s Black -

youth have not only lit up the London sky with the flames of burning police vans
and segregated pubs, but illuminated the most naked racism and class exploi-
“tation in, the heart of British “civilization”. Those four days and nights stand out
agamst the nearly two years of oppressive rule by Prime Minister Thatcher and
her regime, and against the interminable vacillation and squabbling among trade
union bureaucrats, Labour Party politicians and Left vanguardists about how best
to fight back agamst it. -

. The youth in revolt repeatedly insisted that police-state tactics against Britain’s
two million Blacks were at the heart of the. matte; Far from the so-called “Black
problem” ‘being one of - “lack of education” or “poor cultural adjustment,”
Britain’s_colonial mentality—having journeyed home from Kenya, Jamaica; and

India—is what is today being indicted by those throwing  petrol bombs at the

- police. “You aren’t considered decent if you're Black”, was the way more than
- one Brxxton youth summéd 1t up. (See report from London, p.l.)

THATCHER’S RACIST FANTASIES -

Thatcher had given both neo-Nazi and pelice racists all the encouragement

they "needed in her election campaign two years ago, when she proclaimed: -
“(Whites) feel their  whole way of life has been changed. Small minorities can

- be absorbed. But once a-minority in a neighborhood gets very large, people do
she rushed to declare that

feel swamped.” And as soon as Brixton -exploded,
“no amount of unemployment” could “justify”: what the youth had done. Her
"Home Affairs Minister William Whitelaw - 1mmedlately discovered a plot by
“outside infiltrators®

One disturbing point to me on Marx- ‘
sm is that before and during the Russian
evolution, women were seen as natural |

Hies, Women were doubly valuable —
s workers and as mothers. But today,
vomen in Russia . are underpaid and

mderrefpresented in managerial fields as

vell.as in the Communist Party.

To clarify my point from a personal
xperience, recently I was jnvited to. a

;ommunist Party meeting. When I en--
ered the room I ‘encountered ‘some of .
he petty jealousies that one sees among -
vomen over men, Some dedicated and

levoted commun-ists ‘were seen oppres-
ing their wives, Most of the leaders and

peakers were.men, Some of these men

tho spoke. about the subjugation of

7omen were the same men who® abused

heir wives,

If we were to have a revolutlon xt may ’

ielp society and oppressed groups as a
rhole, but women and men will still have
mbedded in their minds the superiority
£ men over women_ So changing the
jovernment will not change women’s
ubservient role. Changes have to: be
nade at home> = .
T ‘Lehman College student

[

® . o~

THE TRUTH BEHIND BRIXTON 3

Years of domineering and racist be- a

avior on the part of the police caused

he Brixton revolt. An example is. the

ecent case of Erroll Madden. He was
topped and searched, apparently at ran-

om, by two cops patrplling in a panda
ar, They found two model cars in his -
ag, and -assumed he had stolen them. -
ifter being arrested and interrogated

vernight in a Battersea police station,
e signed"a’ ‘confesssion that he had
tolen the ‘todels.

Later, he.found a recexpt in his :bag\
thich shovwed he had paul for them, and

3 proved his innocence. Madden recount-
d . that ‘the police had insulted and
areatened him using obscene and racist
inguage, and forcing a false confession.
hé ondy aspect of this case which was
ot "typical was that Madden was able

). produce evidence to clear himself

nd expose the poh'ce frame-up.
.Dick Abernethy
Oxford, Emgland
o

FIGHTING ANTI—SEMITISM

I especially ‘appreciated John Alan’s
olimn in the March N&L on Baraka
nd anti-Semitism, In the light of the
resent era, I find it essential fo take

Jdook back and see the failure of the :
*adersh»p as_they refased to listen fo =
e voices of the people .in- the move~

ients | .

Dld you knqw <that the “Instltute for

H . ) i Bronx, N',Y/' ;

- when applied to Hegel's dialectic, and as

-tions in the Iranian Revolution. I knew

“article addresses this issue in a‘way that ~

" we have been studying Marx quite a

- becers have shown that they will not let

. Levesque’s anti-labor policies are sure to
“-bring him into bigger conflicts than ever

,.and offered” as “proof" the assertlon that anton “erupted
“no revolution is ever its first act alone,” ~ and spread without warmng T

‘ ‘ Whitelaw’s sojourn in this fantasy-land was rudely 1ntermpted hours later,
it was followed up in,Marx and Lenin, ‘as he and London Police Commissioner David McNee dared to take a walk in
really made me think about what is
happening now. in El Salvador and Po-

papp police lines. Had Whitelaw been able to listen further, he would have heard
an

_ what they were telling the press about this eruption “without warning”, Not only
does Britain’s national unemployment now - total over 2.5 million, but Black
youth unem‘ployment is up some 400 percent since Thatcher took office. In
Brixton it js estimated that nearly half are jobless. They pointed out as well
“the fact that the all-white faces of the 636 members of Parliament are faithfnlly
mirrored in the ranks of the police, Even today, only 286 cops are Black, . out -
of 117,000 in Englaml.
The past year in Black Brltam has seeh the development of a powerful
new movement against this racist reality. From the Bristol riots of April, 1980
through the protests that followed the 'London fire-bomb murder of 13 Black
youth this January to the march April 5 (one week before the rebellion) of
20,000 against Thatcher’s proposed Nationality Bill, a new mass opposmon was -
born, independent of all electoral and union polmckmg schemes. It is precisely’
that revolutlonary -alternative, that caught the imagination of many Brixton white -

. Long- t!me reader
: ‘ Connectlcut
. * ® - m
I do not understand why -RaytaDuna-
yevskaya has to go back to Marx or even'
Hegel each time she is confronted with-
a polltical question like” the contradic-

~and so.did many others—that Khome-
ini was no friend, of the workers or the _
Left. But that doesn’t mean that in the
situation in Iran in 197980 you could'do
something - fo ~ change the. sﬁuatlon ‘
Khomeini had all the cards then, and
any Marxist-knows that you have to wait
for history to develop the revolutionary
forces. So why do we have to be greeted
with questlons like “What is Philosophy?
What is revolutxon”’
' WSU Stud»ent ;

© Detroit

too often crippled‘the British working class in its struggles against capital.

- THE NATIONAL QUESTION: BRITAIN AND FRANCE
- Over 100 years ago, Marx took up this same question as it emerged in
relation to another national freedom struggle—the Irish. It was not enough,
Marx -said, to simply be for “unity” with the Irish workers. The English working
class had to support the fight for Irish independence, “not as a matter, of-
. sympathy with Ireland, but as a demand made in the interests of the English
proletariat.: If not, the English people will remain tied to the leadmg-stnngs
of the ruling classes ” Today we can see that national question, in the shape

* * * E
Khomeini's concept of anti-imperial-
ism; including the placing of all empha-
sis on the taking of the U.S. hostages,
gave the Iranian revolution a blow from
which it has not recovered. We have to
face the fact that the majority of the
Iranian revolutionary Left — Marxists,

not “Islamic - Republic” supporters — .
were fooled and misled. Dunayevskaya's

in turmoil.

Fifteen years -after the urban Black revolts that recked the USA, Brixton
is far from a “repetition” of those events. Instead it focuses atfention on the
world nature of the Black consciousness miovement that leaped to life in South
Africa 1976, and today stretches from Soweto to Detrolt from the Caribbean to
London, and from Senegal to France,

That movement offers a new perspective everywhere in: the “West”,
even in that most cultured center, France. For the past months, the French
presidential elections. have dommated the headlines. But there is no doubt that
plenty of  warning has been given of a “Black France” determined. to endure
racism French-style no longer. As total unemployment reaches 1.7 million, the

. most vicious attacks have been launched against the “immigrants.” Leading the
, attack is the French Communist Party, whose chief, George Marchais, demanded
~ oo - that “this  immigration ' be stopped”.

THE QUEBEC ELECTION

On April 13, the Parti Quebecois won
a resounding election victory in Que*bec,
astomshmg the polisters and winning 80
seats in the National Assembly to 42 for.
the Liberals, In a three-party race, they”
got 49 percent of the vote. This desplte
distortions and - red-bamng by the Lib-
erals -and anti-Quebec reactxonarles in-
‘English Canada. :

I have never seen before. In our group

while, but I do not think we had ever
put Hegel, Marx, Lenin and Iran. in-the
same path of development
Iramamn-exlle \
L Qaliforma

launched raids on African workers’ "housing in Vltry, and have- conjured up a
witchhunt against: Moroccans for - fdrug trafficking” in Montigny."

French fascisin -has stepped up its' murders of Blacks and Jews, has propelled
new .Black  organizations into existence, often lmkmg for the fu'st time . North
African and Black African workers, In several factories, Black workers’ com-

racism cease. We have not yet seen anything in #rance like Brixton, but Black
ctlvxsts in France are now openly asking: “Is Paris' or Marsellles next"”

Brixton. They were met by crowds of youth yelling “Sieg Heil!”, as they charged -

youth, who joined Blacks in ‘attacking police and -shops. .In so doing they, made..
explicit both their own revoit, and their break from the racism that has all .

not only of Ireland, but also of Black Britain, as ‘both keep Bntlsh capitalism

Communist. mayors - around Paris have

The fact that the CP has initiated such racist assaylts at tIie very tlme that'

mittees have descended-on Communist union officers, demanding that their

Despite the many Shortcommgs of the
PQ government of Rene Levesque, Que-
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182 Upper Street, London N1, England

the clock be turned back to another time
of blatant colonial rule. ‘What is, how:
ever, also true, is that it will not take
another four years for all the ‘class con--
tradictions within- Quebec to re-emerge.

beffore with militant Quebec workers in
“both the pubhc and: pmv'ate sectors,
Berme Gardner

Montreal .
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/! mass movements -that characterized the 1960s,

“spontaneously into -the’ streets,
-pillars  of .South African soclety The youth both oc-
. cupied their schools and communities and connected
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Youth as a worldwnde revolutlonary force 'for the 19805

by Peter Wermuth
, . Youth Columnist, News & Letters

“There are so° many - points . of crisis and -revolt

- confronting the youth of the 1980s that it becomes
-~ necessary- for us to open a dialogue on how youth can
" help -transcend the  crises of militarization, unemploy-

ment; . and -rampant cutbacks that. have marked the
opening of this decade. It may be helpful to take a
look - into what has come out of the 1970s, that we

; can use as. stepping-stones for overcoming the multi-

faceted crises youth face. today. :

For ‘while the 1970s did not have the activism and
it not
only ‘did ~have moments when -youth emerged as a
revolutionary ‘subject, but in -those moments quite new

"+ elements emerged. Let us concentrate on the dialectics
- of 'youth. revolt over the past decade, from the Soweto
- uprising of - 1976 through the: Iranian revolution of

197980, to today’s néwly emerging anti-war, antimili-
tarist movements. Let us see what pathways we can

“ hew out toward uprootmg this racxst sexxst class-ridden

society.

SOWETO YOUTH 1976
The - highpoint of youth revolt in. the 1970s came

~from South Africa—the Soweto. uprising that began in

June, 1976. This Tevolt over the forced -teaching of

Anti-apartheid demeonstration a U. of Mich., 1978,

Afrikaans in the schools brought thousands of youth
and - shook  the very

to the wildcats and strikes of the Black workers, espe-

“cially the miners, who hit out against their living and

working condltions with _new creativity, What was
newest was that the youth connected to a philosophy
of freedom, in -establishing relations with Steve Biko's
Black- Consciousness Movement, and in reading banned

! ,‘works by ‘authors such as Frantz Fanon.

= ‘Se explosive was not only the force but the Reason
of this revolt, that it gave birth to a whole new gen-
eration of rrevolutiomnes within South Africa, as well
as inspiring the birth ef an antl-apartheld movement
in the U.S. and Britain, -

In the U.S. this took the form of a campaign to
force colleges owning stock in companies doing bus-

" -iness' with Soiith" Africa to divest themselves of such

holdings. The movement won some important victories,
and in November 1978 held a conference in New York

- City, which'I attended, to develop a nationwide organ-

Black youth expose military

Brooklyn, N.Y. 2 fThe Northeast Regional Organizing

Conference of the National Black Independent Political
--Party mé&t ‘March 2728 at Medgar ‘Evers Community
College. 1Its theme was: “Black students and youth unite -

to meet the challenge of the 80s.” There were about 200
in attendance. E

-At the conference, it was stressed that because of
the high_ unemployment and miseducation. of Black
youth, there. exists the illusion that to enter the military
is the only way to escape the poverty cycle. However,
the reality is that racism pe

and unskilled, and they remain uneducated and unskilled.

.~-At ‘the -conferepce, the students pointed out ‘that
on the home front, Black people face fascism and geno-
cide. The Reagan ad'mmxstratlon seeks to wipe out all

. the political ‘and - economic gains made by the Civil

Rights Movement. It has increased its repression of
Black people, and has encouraged the rise of the KKK,

. “The Atlanta tchlld-'murders still go on, 'due to govern-
.ment indifference. Yet, this very same government has

arrested and unpnsoned over 350,000 Black youths,
- The conference ended with expressing support for
the national demonstration to protest the kidnappings

and murders of Black chlldren in Alanta on May 9.

—,Parhclpant

_ the Armed Forces .
- alse, Black youth enter the Armed Forces uneducated

ization in support of the South African struggle.

However, I saw how a fruitful moment for connect.-

ing to the revolutfonary praxis of the Soweto youth was
missed when elitist vanguard party radicals took over
the podium of the conference, limiting all discussion

. to the one issue of university divestment. The new
" that came out of Soweto—youth as revolutionary and

relating to philosophies of freedom, youth as Reason
as well as force of revoli—was thus not taken as some-
thing for American youth to build upon for their
struggles here at home. Isn’t this in part why the di-

- vestiture movement failed to attract large numbers, of

participants after 1978? The ‘“action” of the moment

was not related to the search for a full philesophy of-
liberation here, as the Soweto youth had begun there.

~AMERICAN YOUTH, 1980s

Today in the 1980s there is no doubt that there
is the closest affinity between Reagan’s reactionary
tilting even closer to' South Africa politically on the

one hand, and his devastating economic cutbacks on ~

the other, which are hurting the poor and Black most

~of all. At the same time, this swing to. the Right is

not restricted to politics or economics, but includes a

most brutal assault on the minds of youth 'in the form -

of the so-called Moral Majority. The immoral minority
which dares call itself the Moral Majority is hell-bent

~on’reducing us all to robots, and at the same time

robbing us of all our thoughts. They are mistaken, on
both counts, for the totality of the political, economic,
and~ ideological crises faced by today’s youth are sure
to result ‘in new revolts, new forms of opposition, new

protests that can deepen the content and character of

all youth struggles for freedom.
It is the severity of the crises we face today, high-
lighted most of all by the rise of a new, bellicose mili-

tarism—which is by no means limited to the rapidly

increasing defense budget but which now includes the
very real threat of direct U.S. intervention in El Sal-

vador—that presents American youth with the neces- -

'sity of “developing a total, revelutionmary response to
Reaganism.

For despite the Reagan administration acting as 1f
the legacy of American youth’s anti-war activism is
a thing of the past, the last year has witnessed the
emergence of a new anti-war movement here at home
that has yet to run its course. The question for us then
becomes: how can we ensure that every particular youth

struggle absorbs so total a concept of freedom that the

totality of the.current crises is confronted in each and
every movement activity?

IRANIAN YOUTH, 1978-1981 .
There surely was no revolution in our time that

involved the yoiith more centrally than the Iranian

revolution — as unemployed ‘youth, as students, as
working youth. Indeed, many who came here to study

" as students went home to Iram as revolutionaries, where

they took part as full participants in the revolution
that threw out the Shah in January 1979,

Yet what the 1980s must face is the fact that the’
subsequent focus of many Iranian youth on the taking
of the 52 American hostages, (as if ‘that meant shaking
up U.S. imperialism), was actually a diversion that

‘strengthened the hand of the counter-revolution that

emerged from within the revolution. Rather than shak-
ing up U.S. imperialism, ‘such a diversion aided the
retrogressionism of Khomeini, who along with Bani-
Sadr, used it to attack the independent youth who had
made the revolution, and who wanted to move - the
revolution beyond Islamic reaction. - The result was
that the revolutionary youth voices were drowned out.
Rather than projecting-.the experience of Iranian
youth as part of the force and reason that could deepen
the. anti-Shah revolution into a total, social revolution,
much of the Iranian*(and American) Left instead tail-
ended Khomeini’s narrow anti-imperialism or at most
choose the Bani-Sadr faction. As Fred Halliday noted
in a recent article, such anti-imperialism is nothing
but the “anti<imperialism of fools.”
" What has ‘happened in Iran, is not alone a question
for Iran. It is a question American youth must ask

themselves, for it impinges on the crucial gquestion of

how a struggle for freédom can fall under the whip

of counter- revolution when a concept of genuine anti- -

imperialism fails to get wedded to action.
What, then, is the world reality we as’ youth fmd
ourselves in now"

. Let’s take a second look at extremes and high-(
points. What holds- great promise for stopping today’s

drive for war is the richness of issues and ideas being.
addressed by today’s youth in their anti-militarist work;

from the Womén’s Pentagon Action against militarism -

last November, -to the rally of 15,000 workers - and

. youths-at Hérrisburg, March 28, against nuclear power
. and ‘war, youth are showing that they will not restrict
- anti-war action to a question of opposing the draft.

* In today’s youth protests within the U.S. and abroad
many are -posing the need for a total opposmon to war

Unlike the 11960s, . today’s antl-draft rallies often .con-
neet” with opposmon to nuclear weaponry and power.

* In Britain, a -resutrected Campaign “for . Nuclear” D1s-,

armament is being flooded with youths demanding that'
opposition ' to unemployment be made a constituent
part of anti-militarist events. And in' Germany, France
and Swilzerland; the anti-nuke movement. has meant .
at one and the same time support work for the El
Salvadoran revolution. ~

"~ Here at home we will surely be- facing a very hot
‘summer ‘when you realize that we will face the great-
est unemployment on account of Reaganism, which
will  affeéct students and working youth, with " Black
youth suffering most of all, along with the launching
of -all the reactionary moves of the Administration. The
“rampant and vicious killings of 24 Black youth in Atlanta
are a telling sign not only of the barbarism of American

" civilization, but of the refusal of the current administra. -

tion to even try to do anything about it. :
. We are, in 1981, faced with a most severe drlve for
war on the part of our-rulers and one that is sure to
be met with new outbursts of ooposmon from- American
youth. But what we need to ask is whether we will be
ready to: artlcuIate the Reason of revolution as well as
the Force that i inherent in -these youth protests. For
this-we need not only more “action” as in the 1960s, We ™
need as well a manner of working out and projecting
the interpenetration ‘of revolutionary thought and revo-
lutionary action as a pathway to a new society. Didn’t”’
Marx create his philosophy of ‘liberation out: of ‘par-
ticipating in and listening to the “freedom struggles of

Marxzst-Humamst Wrmngs

on Youth ‘ .
0 “We feel that the youth are a most precious o
o source of our development. We . recognize that ©
® even though the youth are not directly involved o
o in production, they are the omes whose idealism
o in the finest sense of the word combines with g
0 opposatton to existing adult society in so umique of
o ¢ way that it literally brings them alovgside the &
o workers as builders of the new society.” o
: " —from the Constitution of News and Letters 9
o Committees, 1958 o
o “The! Youth Employed and  Unemployed, o
® Rebels All’’ from Workers Battle Automatlon, 0
o by Charles Denby, ,1960 o
o The Young Marxist-Huinanist, 2 youth pamph-
o let written by young Marxist- -Humanists, 1963. -
> The Free Speech Movement and the Negro ¢
C Revoluhon by Maxio Savio, Eugene Walker Raya ¢
o Dunayevskaya, 1965. .
o Fronce, Spring ‘68: Masses in motion, ideas e
in free flow by Eugene Walker. e
> 8 to 3: High School Prison Notes. Written by{e
® high school students, 1970. . .

> Frantz Fanon, Soweto and American Bluck ;
g Tho q hl- by Lou Turner and John Alan 1978

his tlme? And didn’t this philosophy  then become a-

" “material ‘weapon” for the still' newer rebellions and -’

revolutions that arose? - - o

THE YOUNG MARX 1848-1851 .

Take: one. specific moment of Marx’s life—when he -
was a young revolutionary in the 1848 Revolutions.
Here Marx’s practice—in putting out the daily news-

* paper Neue Rheinische Zeitung, in the midst of the

European revolutions, in act;vxty with workers’ associ-
ations in Cologne—was never separated from his pro- -
jection of the necessity of a full uprooting of the exist-
ing society. Thus, Marx published his essay Wage -Labor .
and ‘Capital w1th1n the pages of . the Neue Rheinische:
Zeltung Thus, his Address to the Communist League
in the wake of the defeat of the 1848 Revolutions be.
came an Address on Permanent Revolution, a totally
new beginning. Marx’s actions in this penod reveal_what
is meant by the term “revolutionary praxis.”

In our youth movement today, the most urgent
need is to begin to articulate, as Marx did for his day,
the Reason as well as the Force for today’s movement.

" It is only with such a concept that the banner of

Youth as Revolutionary can concretely be raised for
the current movement. There is ceftainly a new urgency’
for developing and deepening the, new youth protests,
especially now that so many have gravitated to align
themselves with .the El Salvadoran freedom fighters.
‘But in doing so it is imperative that we_not let the
lessons of ithe past decade of youth revelt pass us by.
here are many questions facing us in the 1980s,
and nothing becomes more important than a theoretical/
practical  dialogue between youth. on the question - of
how to develop our protests to theirfullest revolu-
tionary potential. We look forward to seeing a new'

stage of ryouth dlalogu-e now begm SR
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~by Jim Mills

Many students at Wayne State Umversxty in Detroit
1ave been angered by racist overtones in the campus
tewspaper, The South End. Yet when demands were
aiséd that the editorial staff change ifs policy or be
eplaced, student government members in particular
ame to its- defe)lse They sald they were defending the
ight of free préss.

“The latest indignity from The South End came when
he managing editor added “The South Shall Rise Again”
o his signature on an article in the April Fools Day
ssue. The South End had seen a greater danger in the
reople: voicing opposition last June to -‘a city parade

ermit for a Nazji-KKK march than in neo-fascist, anti- |

3lack  views, And it also found that “justice” has-been
lone. in the ‘Greensboro-trial verdict last November that.
ibsolved . five racists: “who openly murdered five anti.”
aseist activists. Meanwhile, the editor announced that
etters cntlcal of The South End views would not be
rrinted,

Does racist Journahsm need protection? I wondered
f anyone had thought about the history of the fight for
ree speech, Two historical periods in that fight are rele-
rant . since they illuminate an organic relationship be.
ween free speech 'and human liberation. One is Karl
darx’s 1842 debates against Prussian. state censors, and
he other is the Free Speech Movement in: the USA,
964.

VIARX AND PRESS FREEDOM

For Marx, as a mewspaper editor ‘combating the
ensorship of "his Rheinische Zietung until its forced
losing, a free press is nothing “if it’s not the Ioud and,
1aturally, ‘often the passionate and, in its expressions,
xaggerated and blundering daily thinking and feeling
f a people that really thinks itself to be a people.’”

“What Marx observed in the institution of press cen.
orship can be seen in an “uncensored,” so-called free

wess, if it is divorced from the movement for human -

iberation. Thus, he criticized -government and ' state
deologues who were free to espouse dominant opinions
vhile banning ideas ‘it considered defamatory, “Free.
lom,” he wrote, is so much the essence of man that
ven _its opponents implement it while. combating its
‘eality.”~Similarly, The South End defends its right
o' side with anti-human doctrine that openly talks of
ienocide as if ‘the biggest racist doesn’t occupy - the
Vhite House with full powers.

Marx also roundly attacked a social system that sub-
ects people to censorship and in turn enables the rulérs
o put the ruling ideology into print, enabling them to
ule ‘more corhpletely . “We are asked to behave law-
ully,” he said, “but at the same time we are asked to

eadquarters in Brussels — where West Europe’s gen-
rals plan for war — to protest deploymment of nuclear
eapons -in Europe. ;. The same. opposition to holocaust
as expressed by a demonstratlon of 15,000 April 4
3 Bonn, W. Germany.

Former sailors; are coming forward to expose physi-

al and psychologxcal abuses:they witnessed and experx-

nced after Seaman Paul Trerice, 21, died April 14 in

1e “correctional unit” aboard the US S. Ranger.  They
yport that sailors frequently are subJected to gang beat-
1gs and bread- and-water diets.

* * *

The high cost of living and lavish privileges for

ommunist Party officials were the targets .of student
emonstrations in Pristina, Yugoslavia:in. March, The
rotests, in. which eleven people died, spread to miners
nd others who- attempted April 1 to march on the local
rison ‘where previous protesters were /locked up. The
;vemment imposed martial law the next day.

-

Youth in Revolt |

About 6,000 peeple marched April 22 to the NATO"

‘Free speech and the freedom mo vement o

in the voter registration drives, led by Black people,
in the South. The idea of free speech could only be

honor institutions. that lmake us lawless.” Again; when
The South End apologizes for “the Greensboro 'verdict
by an all-white jury, it defends a two-sided justice system
that receives plenty of protection in- capitalist America,

Marx could have written as easily today as he did
in:the 1840s that “The first duty of the press, therefore,
is. to undermine all the foundations of the exxstmg

" political system.”

THE FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT

- It was the Free Speech Movement that initiated a‘

new - relationship - between. freedom of expression and

_philosopby of liberation. In 1964, students at the Uni.

versity .of California at Berkeley and elsewhere found
that ‘the: racist, anti-human isocial relations they helped
‘break - down durmg the Mississippi  Freedom Summer
were institutionalized on their own alienating campus.
They discovered that ideas of freedom, like ending
racist social relations, were concretlzed by partlctpatlon

concretized if related to freedom as well, which meant

attacking the university’s participation in the Vietnam .

war, its racist admission and hiring pelicies, its bank-
l'upt ideology. Nothing that was inhuman went unchal.
lenged, a far different perspective than The South End’s
exponents who plead for “free speech as they defend
the racist status quo.

Very fundamental attacks on free speech are now
underway—from the recent burning of thousands of
manuals on worker health' and safety in the textile in-

"dustry, to the.court-ordered imprisonment of the Uni-
versity of Texas Texonian editor for refusing to surren- -

der photo negatives of Iranians-demonstrating in the

- U.S. Such censorship is sure.to escalate. We can, begm a
‘true alternative by practicing the kind . of free speech

that embraces free ideas;

Masswe protests agamst US. in H Salvador

Washington D. C.

Washington, D.C.—It ‘took three hours May
3 for over 50,000 activists to stream across.the
bridge ‘over-the Potomac River to the Pentagon,
‘projecting 'a wide range of challenges to the
Reagan-Haig conspiracy to terrorize and abort
the revolutionary upsurge in Central America,
especially El Salvador.

Commg on the heels of last month’s dramatic anti-
nuclear anti-war action at Harrisburg, Penn., one sxgn
capturing the mood said, “Attention Haig, we are in
control here now.” The diversity of forces coming from
the four corners of the country, in this largest anti-war
demonstration sinceé the Vietnam War and the largest
against U.S. intervention in El Salvador yet seen, was
even greater when viewed in the light of the multi-di-
mentionality expressed within the individuals,

“Y was just laid off .a CETA job,” said one youth,

) “I know - others, the very poor and Black will suffer

more than me. " I know what to do with- my time,” he

Why students drop out
Detroit, Mich. — The Reagan administration is now
consldenng a. proposal to lower the minimum age at

which you can drop out of school from 16 to 14, In the
- Michigan state legislature a bill has been introduced for

this same purpose. I feel that this is the greatest proof
that they don’t really care if kids, especially Black kids,
_ get an edication or not. The more they lower the age,
the more kids are going to drop out.

Let me tel]l yqu why they are droppmg out at my
school, Cooley High, Students feel that the administra-
tion does not care. They spend a lot of money on some-
thing like ROTC instead of something that we want, like
Black History. My school is ail Black, but there is still
no Black History.

It is also ‘a problem of not having any freedom,

“even for little things. Why can’t students leave the school

building for lunch? On a hot day, in a packed lunch
room, you have to stay in the room. You can sneak out

of the building, but then if you try to come back in and.
go to the rest of your classes, the security guard stops

you at the door. Even if you have your ID card, you are
kept out for the rest of the day.

" The guards think they are the tops of the world.
They have favorites among the students, and they let
them go in and out; but-not the rest of us. Now in the
lunch-room, they have one football player at each door
to keep students from leaving the lunch room- early.

I talked to a friend of mine about the: whole drop-
out problem. He is already out of school. He said that the
attitude of the teachers is the biggest part.of the prob-
lem. But then he said: “It’s:ridiculous to .drop out at 14.
You can’t get a job, You can’t even get one at 16. You’'ll
only be in the streets.”

He told me that his sister went to two years of col-

lege, and she still can’t get a job. So just gaing to school
" ‘more years is no guarantee of getting a job. “With all

the plants closmg down, there is nothing to do whether
you drop out or stay in school,” he said. The amount of
education needed to get a good job is so expensive these

.days, that only the rich can afford it, and they will get .

a good job anyway.
I. feel that it is time that hlgh school students got
together to -demanda big change in all these problems.

* Why can’t we have real education, for real jobs, with a
little freedom -and respect while we're gomg to school?
I don’t think that is too much to ask, '

-—-Llsa, Cooley HS. -

added rejoining the march. Large contingents of gay
and lesbian activists identifying with the many struggles

around them chanteds “We are everywhere. We. will be

free.” A Black youth coming on his own from Balti-
more, wore a red ribbon as a reminder of the still

unresolved murders of Black children in Atlanta, Ga.
- Very visible were activists- from the Women’s Pen- .

tagon Action, a group who anticipated with their crea-

tive demonstratxon back  in. November, Reagan’s threat
against liberation movements abroad and revolutxonary .

forces here, especially women, .
A speaker from the Democratic Revolutlonary Front

" in El -Salvador said: that the march convinced him that
“the maJomty of the Ameri¢an people oppose the Reagan-

Haig conspiracy. ‘A Latin student from a bilingual col-
lege in the South Bronx, feeling the vastness of energy
of the crowd said, “Somethmg like - the greatness of
this makes you beheve there ‘can be a real change ”

“San Franclsco

San Francisco, Cal.—Well over 10,000 people parti-
cipated in a huge march and rally here May 3, timed to
coincide with .the Washington, 'D.C. march *6n ""tHé
Pentagon, The dominant theme was “US Out of El
Salvador!”, and the crowd chanted all alomg the line -of
march. Since the demonstration was held 'in San Fran-
cisco’s largely Latino Mission district, there was a large
Latino participation, and a lot-of bi- lmguahsm

The signs were .so varied' because the l_narc'hers
did not separate today’s crises one from another. Many
signs spoke of the "Atlanta. child killings, others of
Reagan’s attacks- on Women’s Liberation. A big con-
tingent of Irish demonstrators chanted “US out of El
Salvador, Britain out of Ireland.” Another demonstra.
tion was held afterwards 'at the British embassy, in

support. of Bobby Sands.

Los Angeles’

Los Angeles, Calif. — More than 4,000 people partl‘

- ‘cipated in a march and rally Aprxl 18 in Los Angeles to

show their opposition to Reagan’s militarism and sup-

port for the ongoing freedom struggle in El Salvador.
The rally, held on the first anniversary of the

foundmg of the Democratic Revolutionary Front (FDR)

in El Salvador, began in front of the Salvadoran em-

bassy, where church- groups, students, Salvadoran exiles

and others joined for a march through a predominantly

Latino - neighborhood. At the rally site at McArthur

Park the crowd chanted “Money for Jobs, Not for. War ;

. U.S. Out of El Salvador"’ } -

- “The ‘Reagan admnmstratlon says it is Cuba and
Russia that are fomenting the terrorism in El Salvador.
My friends, we don’t need anybody to tell us that our
children are hungry,” said Victor Rubio, representative
of the FDR, in his address to the crowd.

Many youth spoke of the need to oppose aid to the

Junta in order to prevent a new draft and renewed mili-
tarism overseas. But one person I spoke with said, “We -
‘have so-much freedom in the UaS if only we could ex-

tend that overseas.”

Several of the El SaIvadorans I spoke ‘with posed a
different view, in saying they well understood how firmly

entrenched the U.S. already is'in Central America. “The

El Salvadoratis here feel very strongly about the situ-
ation,” one exile noted, We suffered much exploitation
from U.S. arms while in E] Salvador, and many of us
now living in the U.S.. are just as poor as we were at
home. At the same time most of us are treated as illegals,
and are harassed by immigration. It is through demon.
strations like this that ‘we can convince people to get
the U.S. out of El-Salvador.”

-—News & Letters partlcnpants
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Conservative -politicians, nascent fascists, and an -

assortment  of closet, racists, including “liberal” politi- .
. cians; are rallying around the flag of “Law and Order”
- from one end of this country to the other. No less a per-
- sonage: than Chief Justice Warren Burger gave the ide-
ological method for pursuing ‘a new war on street crime,

= when he Tecently suggested to the American Bar As-

sociation that-dangerous defendants should be denied
“bail, even though it ‘may result in the denial of c1v11
,rights
.. In California, Governor Brown is following Justice
Burger’s hint. His anti-crime package includes tougher
penaltiés for juvemles who commit serious-crimes and
a so-called “Safety Bail” bill; which is more like preven-
- tive detention because it allows a judge to hold a defen-
dant without bail if he or she thinks the accused 1s a
potential danger to the public.
. On Capitol Hill the reactionary pack is proposing
~‘éverything from repealing the Voting Rights Act of 1965;

- to “unleashing” the FBI and CIA; to implementing a -
_» misnamed - “criminal reform code” that would be even

more repressive than the infamous $-1 Bill; to the revival
of the Un-American Activities Committee (in the forim
of the ‘Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism), and
: re-mstltutmg»the death penalty : R

~PHONY CAMPAIGN .

...As if to prepare the countiry for this “new war on
crime in the streets” and the possible curtailment-of
. civil liberties, the capitalist media is doing a high pres-
-~ sure public relations job, -Each day the TV, press and
radio feature :statements from the FBI, police officials
and Attorney ‘General ‘William F. Smlth’s Special Com-
“mittee on street crime. Crime statistics are highly ques-
tionable- since their real usefulness has not been in the
combatting of crime, but in “the consolidation and the
- extension of the power of the state, the police, the dis.
“trict attorneys and the courts. .

In ‘an ironic gestnre to deter street crime, Chicago
‘Mayor Jane Byrne moved into a Black liousing project
‘with a platoon of policemen, while at the same time 800
people were being evicted from that same housing pre-
ject because they shared their apartments with poor
- relatives or could not pay the rent! Street crime is a seri-
ous problem in the Black ghettos, but so is police bru-
tality, unemployment, bad housing and bad health.

Street crime is part of the social totality of racism
and ‘poor Blacks, who suffer more as victims of street
crime than any other segment of the population, deeply
resent the sham of . pohce being in the ghetto to protect
them when their e@enenee shows that the role of the
police is that of oppressors.

POLICE CRIMINALS
- In the Miami area, scene of last year’s Black revoit,
at least three incidents of pollce ))r-utality against Black

Brixton revolt rocks Britain

(Continued from Page 1)
_next week 1,000 people were stopped, and 100 arrested.
All this preceded the Apnl 10 revolt,

‘BOILING UP FOR AGES’ ,
- PBrixton_was and is a depressed London borough.

The housing shortage is enormous, .and those houses

that do .stand are: substandard. Rents are massive but
many houses have been occupied by squatters. Black

youth unemployment is .almost 50 percent. Railton

Road :is ‘the centre of the disaffected Black youth in
Brixton without Jobs ‘White and Black youth listen

to .the Reggae music while they are continually har-
-assed by the ‘police. The police are just looking for
trouble. A Black youth commented: “It's been boiling
up for ages, we just _have. to show the police that we

are not going to take this oppression any longer.” -

‘The obsession the pelice and Home Affairs Min-
ister William Whitelaw (sic) had with “outside infil-
«irators”- manifested itself by them marking out the
- white youth for arrests. These white youths, however,
also came from the local community. There were no
“outside infiltrators.” The ri6t was a completely spon-
taneous outbreak of anger against the police, what
‘they are and what they represent. As Jocals  said:
“There were no orgamzers, people have “heen ready
for this for years.”

The spontaneity of - the youth ‘and middle-aged
members of the community opened up the floodgates
of ‘Black resentment of this racist state. Since Brixton,
‘Blacks and ‘a minority ‘of whites have attacked the
- police 'in other areas. In the East End of London,
police - cars- were bhurned on Easter Monday. ane
Minister Thatcher, who was busy selling war planes
o ‘Saudi Arabia and denying she was a racist in India,
. may be returning ~to the beginning of a “long, hot/
, sBunnner"—;not only )n Northern Ireland but also in

\

" people are” reported each week, Natlonally the Black

U.S. |ust|ce a sham

press reports daily beatings and shootings of Blacks by
police, and even when the evidence of this brutalization

“is. so overwhelming that damages are awarded to the

Black victims, the officers are seldom penalized,

It is this quality of American “justice” that. looms
Iarge in Black consciousness because it is the reality of
Black existence, even more perilous than street crimes.

- All Black Americans know and have experienced this

duality under this repressive Administration, whoese at-

- titude toward police and law was so clearly expressed

by President Reagan’s pardon of FBI officials who have

"been convicted of breakmg the law. What can Blacks

expect?

Black politicians insist the answer to pohce brutality -

is the election of more Black Mayors or officials to City

~ Councils, Black judges, Black police. But it is just this -
" “political road” which increasingly demands that Black
politicians give up their identities-as Blacks -and repre-

sent that abstraction known as “all the people.” Tom
Bradley, Black Mayor of Los Angeles, just re-elected to
his third term in wffice, is a classic example whose suc- -
cess depended upon not being closely allied to any Black
cause. And despite his long term in office, Black/police

_relationships have changed very little since the Watts

 revolt,

- it is that violent racism is integral to this society.

Black intellectuals have yet to take up seraously the
role of the mass Black revolts of the 1960s — those re-
volts which placed on the agenda the entire question of
Black American liberation by demandmg the transforma-

“tion of American racist society, not its reform. If the,

latest Black mass revolt, in Miami, has told us anything,

It cannot be reasoned away by logic, nor held in
abeyance by Black politicians, tolerant and tolerated.
The racism, the hate, the violence, which permeates the
whole of ecapitalist soclety, can be dug up by the very
roots only when the whole of this society is itself up-

" Yooted and replaced w1th one where human relationships

J

grow.

© James Watt, Watt told right-wing

Sumort |ndlan fislmg rlghts

Detmxt, Mich. — The latest attack on the fishing
rights of Native Americans in Michigan is due to come
down May 11 from Reagan’s ‘Secretﬁ(g of the Interior,

Congressman - Guy
Vander Jagt that he would not renew rules allowing In-
dians to fish-with gill néts in the Great Lakes when the
rules expire on that date:
_ Ojibway fishermen, mostly from the. Bay Mills. reser-
vation near Sault Ste. Marie, have been making a living

‘from gill net fishing ever since they won a court decision

supportmg their treaty rights to fish without interference
in 1978, In the three years since then, the State of Mich-
igan, the white middle-class “sport” fishermen, and
white commercial fishing- companies have never stopped-
trying té-reverse the court decision or fun the Bay Mills
fishermen out of business. '

- When I talked to one of the ﬁshermen;Art LeBlanc,
he told me that the attacks have come from many du-ec—
tions, People- may not know that the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR). came up with a new
‘ruling last fall that forces Indian gxll net fishermen to ge
out and buy a different kind of net, a much more expen-
sive one. Buying the new nets and the licenses for fishing
costs $300-81,300. per family. The average family income
for the whole year on Bay Mills is only about $5,500. In
a way you could say that Watt’s May 11 decision will
just be: the govemment’s way -of putting Indians out of
business formally. They have already done it to many
fishermen ;economically. Only flve famlhes have the new
nets and licenses,

Another way they are trying to destroy Indian nghts |
is by harassment. Some whites are still involved in dam- -
age to Indian boats and equipment. Many of the families
‘have had to put a private watch on their boats at night,
paying. Bay Mills youth $10-12 a night, "Despite all the
concern about the situation that the state claims to have,"
no one has been arrested for these attacks

The Bay Mills fishermen are going to fxght to get‘
their licenses renewed no matter what Interior Secretary
Watt does on May 7. They need as much support as they;!

can get.
\

- : ——Shamape Sheapwe

Black women seek new imoge in stories, poems, essays

I have been reading three of the new collections of

. stories, poems and essays by Black women authors: Mid-

night Birds, Sturdy Black Bridges and Conditions: Five.*
What is so great and new to me about-them is the break
they make with nearly 400 years of men, especially
white men, and white women also, writing about the
world of Black women, Now it is Black women writing
about Black women, writing with a conscious ‘drive, (as

‘Mary Helen Washington said in her introduction to

Midnight Birds) to “forge an 1dent1ty larger than the
one society would force on them.” .

We are fighting against a system ' that_in beoks,
movies and on TV only shows Black women as super-
women - or ighorant maids, criminals or sex objects.
Against this destructive unage the Black women writers’
movement has opened a “wide-angle Iens” ‘to- view the

" real thoughts and struggles of our people, And there is

a self-development in that movement, seen by Washing-

_ton herself when she points out the difference between

her Black-Eyed Susans (1975) and Midnight Birds last
year: “it is . . . prouder, more strong-minded, more de-
fiant, There is open revolt against the ideologies and
attitudes that oppress women into servitude.”

- In Midnight ‘Birds, there is a relation to white
women, but it is not any easy unity. Alice Walker shows
that very strongly in her story, “Advancing Luna and
Ida B, Wells.” Within the mind of the Black woman
who is telling the story, there are two very different
views of the relation to her friend, Luna, a white woman
comrade from the Civil Rights Movement They. had
worked together to change this society, yet when Luna
tells how she was raped years ago By a Black man. (also
in the movement), it drives a wedge between them, and

* sends the narrator into a dialogue with the memory of

Ida B. Wells, the great crusader against- lynch-mob
“justice.” How should she act, and what should she
write, if anything, about this horror? What is the impact
of the hundreds of years when interracial rape, real or
imagined, meant the murder of the nearest Black man?

Many people I have talked w1th about this story have -
been disturbed because it ends with no answer. Or. sev- -
eral answers, all different. But to me it is revealing how
deeply we need to dig up the poison Qf this socxety, how
fully we need to reorganize our minds,

‘Another point .that the. collections bring out very
well is the link between ourselves and Black women in

. Africa and the Caribbean. It is a world dimension of

Black women they are discovering, Many of the essays

and stories in' Sturdy Black Bridges take us to South
Africa or Trinidad, Nigeria or Barbados. Paule Mar--
shall’s story “Return of the Native” gives you a feeling
of the life of a Black woman in the West Indies, as she -
deals with whether the sugar cane will get cut, whether
the mill will close, whether her son will stay in the

_Islands or return to the U.S.A. It isn't only her will to

survive the hard and poor life in Barbados that attracts
me. It is how the “return of the native,” bringing-news
of life in the U.S.A., convinces you that we have one

. struggle for freedom in both lands.

This whole outpourmg of Black women’s writing
takes place at the same time-that so many Black femin:
ist organizations have developed, Together they are try-
ing to uncover the truth about Black woemen in this
country. Barbara Smith expresses it in the form of trying |
to develop a “Black feminist: criticism.” In her essays,
Barbara Snuth has brought out the idea of letters be-
tween Black women as a form of literature, as a way of
advancing feminism. She has lughhghted the world of
Black leshians. And she has again and again exposed
the lies and distortions within the world of literary crit-
icism, when it is men, Black or white, wnting about
Black women, ,

Some of the dlstortlons are S'tlll seen even‘when the
“critic” is a prominent -white feminist writer, and one
who is genuinely sympathetic to Black women, like
Adrienne - Rich, Rich’s long ' essay: in New Women’s
Times: Feminist Review confronts the reasons why white -
women’s liberationists have never really studied or ap-
preciated the Black women authors; She takes -a deep
look into herself and into the images of Black women,
but to me, something is still missihg. Isn’t the true
image of Black woman in white capitalist America first

“of all a vevolutionary image, am image of women as

thinkers and leaders in a mass movement for freedom?
I do not feel that it is enough to recognize that

~omission of Black women “warps the model, distorts

the scenery, limits insight and vision,” as Rich does.
What is needed is to see how Black women have in fact
been a central part of the force and Reason for uprooting
all of this anti-human capitalist society.. There, is no way

" to gscape seeing Black woman -as revolutlonary, once

Black women begin to uncover our own images, . :
N —Tummie Hol’e

*Midnight Birds, ed. by Mory Helen Washmgfon Doubleday, 1980.
Sturdy Blao* Bridges, by Roseann -Bell, Bettye -Paiker,: and
Beverly Guy-Sheftall. Doubleday, 1979,
Conditions: YFN by Lorraine Bethel -ond Barbara. Smuth Condi-
tions, 1979 (PO Box 56 Brooklyn, NY 11215).
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Mass protests were organised over the weekend of

kApnl 45 at Tembisa, Evaton and other Black ghettoes

in South ‘Africa, against rent increases of 33 percent or

more imposed by apartheid Administration Boards. In’

Tembisa, in two meetings each attended by more than
1,000 people, residents introduced the newly-formed
Tembisa Residents’ Action Committee to fight against

the high rent and appeal for unity- of action among the

residents.

The police fired tear gas mto the meetmg held at
Tembisa Cohigregational Church. The people were forced
“to leave the chdrch and regroup on the field where police

with tear gas and dogs provoked the crowds again. Vio-:

lence broke out in the pandemonium that followed. The
police fired gunshofs wounding at least' one person
Bottle ‘stores, beerhalls and “vehicles of the East Rand
Administration were $et alight, ’

Similar anti-rent increase meetings were held in
other areas at the same time. The violence spread to

Black youth spark LA rally

Los Angeles, Cal. -— The envirpnment of fear and
- hatred over the Atlanta killings brought -out the outrage.
of the Black-community here, April 3. A large demon-
stration was held to express: solidarity with the families
of the dead children:in Atlanta, as well as to commemo-
rate the 13th anmversarv of Martin Luther King’s as-
sassination.
Over''5,000 "community residents were mvolved in
' this march, and another 1,000 turned out for a separate
rally, April 4, to protest the chain of vicious murders.
The April 3 rally showed how serious the Black youth
are about the Atlanta killings, for many showed up three
" hours ahead of -time in an attempt to convince others to
participate. A group of youths blocked traffic near
Lafayette' Park during rush hour, holding signs readmg
. “Save the Children of Atlanta” and handed out green
ribbons to passing pedestrians. and motorists. ‘A group
of high school students chanted “We are with the chil-
*“dren of Atlanta.” :
The rally later that evening at McArthur Park heard
speakers attack both the Atlanta killings and the rise of
. the racist climate that has spawned them. The pre-

dominantly-Black crowd - consisted almost entirely of - '

- working people and unemployed youth, One speaker,
“talking of the need to pass one more abstract law as the
solution to stopping the rise of the KKK, was met with
shouts.of “Drop the Klan in the middle of us and we’ll
take care of them.” )

Despite the efforts of some professional politicians
to dominate the rally, the very fact that so many com-
munity residents, students, working people - and un-
employed youth came together created something very
new. It i this kind of demonstration that can forge
new- orgamzatlonal beginnings'for the anti-racist move-
~ment. :

—Black youth

Warsaw uprising memorial

went to a commemoration on April 5, of the Warsaw
' Ghetto Uprising of April, 1943. As one speaker Zalman
Emyanitoff said, it wasn’t just a memorial — all our
activities are part of a fight against Nazism.

Various speakers pointed out the rising anti-Semitisim

b all over Europe, from South Africa to Mexico, and from

Poland to the U.S. Part of the prodof was the mass
_.marches agamst Nazism in Belgium and I}‘rance
) ~Citing the racist killings in Atlanta, Buffalo, and

Mobile, Emyanitoff said, “You can’t separate the fight

of any group for a decent life from that of another.” In

fact, a few Black people came — though it was in a
' predominantly while area — and many people were
‘wearing green ribbons as reminders of the Atlanta
murders.

~ " The ‘main speaker, Irvmg Stemberg, also brought up
the- connection between racism and economic hardship,
. the Christian Right, and the government. He mentioned

e

that known neo-Nazis are still on the Paris police force: -

that. the Klan and'the Nazis in the U.S, have been run-
ning candxdates and won some elections; and that the
‘KKK and Nazi murderers in Greensboro, N.C. got off
scot free. . =
“ "The audlence applauded the loudest when he sand
that any group advecating genocide must not be allowed
to' exist, and that a movement to fight fascism must
have many women as participants and leaders.
= “Unfortunately, despite having speken of the lessons
for today of the uprising that “galvanizeéd the resistance
forces all over the world,” Stemberg wanted the masses
to ‘defeat racism not by: rising up and uprooting this
Tacist - society, but by asking Congress to enforce the
\ laws it already doesnt enforce and to pass more.
- L . —Marx:st Humamst youth
N s Pt 5 s S

Chicago, Ill. — I was one of about 500 people who-

~

other towns in the Vaal area including Evaton, Easter-
ville and Sebokeng where bottle stores, shops and PUTCO
buses were burnt or damaged,

Hours after these protest meetings, the police raided
Soweto, Tembisa and other areas detaining at least 12
leaders ~of community organisations and the Azanian
Peoples’ Organisation (AZAPO) in an effort to intimi-
date the people and stem their revolt agdinst the rent
increases and police brutality. This latest clampdown is

", part of an endless harassment by the apartheid regime

to repress and stifle AZAPO in working ‘with the people
to organise resistance on a‘'mass scale.

This resistance includes the bus boycott, now in its
tenth -month in the Pietershurg, Tzaneen and Pofgieter-
srust area of the Northern Transvaal, At least 17 AZAPO

- officials have been detained in connection with this
boycott. R

~AZAPO needs support to contmue its activity across.

the country. The Black Consciousness Movement of Aza-
nia (BCMA), itself operating urder extreme financial
difficulties, gives support to AZAPO and its work, We
need assistance to continue our work supporting AZAPO
and the mass struggles of our people and to continue

'sendmg financial assistance into the country. We appeal

to you to send a donation to AZAPO through: BCMA, 42

Danbury Street London N1 8JU England.

= ~—BCMA, London

Azanian rent strikers were joined in then' struggle by
Black Municipality Workers Union members, including
sanitation workers who had - paralyzed ' Johannesburg
with a strike in July, 1980. The BMWU president,
Joseph Mavi, celebrates with supporters March 4 after
being acqultted of Labor Relations Aet charges

Defense & -Aid Fund for Southern Africa, London,

: “Life in" Soweto starts at about 4 am.” This is how
Joyce Sikakane, a Black South African 'woman, brings

the reader into the life of Soweto. The book is of many
lives from the shantytowns of those who had the barest
minimum for survival, to the Black “upper middle-class
suburbs”  (indoor plumbmg) of Sophiatown and Alexan-

* dra Township that were subsequently ‘demolished. Out
of shantytowns and destroyed suburbs -arose the ghet- .
. toes of Soweto in the1950s.

Sikakane presents €very aspect of Soweto life—
from work- registration, to medical services, from edu-

cation to food, credit and the economies of everyday
" life as well as sportsand culture.

It is a revealmg ‘work. One which takes in the
South African women of Soweto:

“The girl ‘is on tip-toe gentiy holding a chamberpot
lest it spill.on —someone’s feet or the floor, Near the

-door -she carefully puts it on the floor, opens the door,

picks up the pot and puts it down on the ground out-

- side and quickly shuts the door. She picks up the pot

and rushes to empty it in the lavatory. Once outside,
drops of urine falling on the ground do not call for
retribution”. . -

“A 'hostel for single women was built in Mzimhlope,
just a stone’s throw from a 'male one. This hostel houses
800 women. It consists of four-roomed blocks each with
a’'common bathroom, Two occupants share a room. The
‘single’ wongz inmates "are 'mostly - domestic servants,
factory workers- and ofice teamakers. They are women

whe, during the mass urban removals and resettlements, -

were found to be without spouses. Some of them are
‘push-outs’ from:the Soweto housing system. The latter
group are girls of working age—16 years upwards "ac-
condmg to. the government law which compels African
women to carry reference books and thus if they are not
at school ‘should “be employed .

“The only: maternity hosp1ta1 'for African women
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Thousdnds of Azanians pro test rent increases | Letter from Limbabwean |

My opinion is that thmgs are gomg to keep the
same direction in Zimbabwe — the process of stabiliza-
tion and nation-building is-a delicate issue indeed. Peo-
ple have to unlearn a lot about the past and take ‘the -
situation in more realistic terms. Zimbabwe’s situation is
peculiar in that it was born out of war, while most Afri-
can countries attained independence through a planned
decolonization program.

But I'm optimistic, and I ful]y4 support the ZANU- o

ZAPU government at home. The shootings in Bulawayo
between. the former guerrxllas of ZANU and ZAPU
were engineered, I think, by dlsappomtefd individuals
who thought that the revolution is just brawn and no
brainwork. We have passed the stage of the gun and

now we have entered phase two of the revolution, one of .

attending to the needs of the people as a whole.

A-lot of people who spent their time dreaming of
ministerial jobs are really getting the’ shocks of their
lives because the government’s emphasis is on efficiency
not rhetoric. People like Edgar Tekere and the like
don’t belong in phase two, They may have been good

_during the busli-war days but now they have been’ over-

taken by the development of events. .
Namibia will be next now that Zimbabwe is gone

- South -Africa is reeling more.and mere to the defensive;

it can’t stop the winds of change in Southern Africa. Tt
may take a little longer to hberate buta it won't. be too‘

iong from now,

The moral fibre and the fighting spirit of the raclst

Boers is eroding day by day. The victory in Zimbabwe
was also a defeat on the part of all the forces that op-
posed changes, South Africa .included. Of course they
have been waiting for the Reagan Presidency to come
on stage so they can have a strong partner on the inter-
national podium like the UN where the. U.S. would
always veto any resolutions in favor of South Africa..
) But I don’t think that will be the case Military ad-
ventures don’t solve political problems but only worsen
them. If Ronald Reagan thinks that he can reverse the
trend of development in Angola by resuming aid to Sa-
vimbi, then I think there’s something radically wrong -
with him logically, He will have to learn that sxttmg in
the White House-isnt as easy as shooting a movie.

In Zimbabwe, people thought that we would be

" driven into the arms of- the Soviets. We know that the

Soviets are just as bad too, because they oppress their
own people at home, not at all different from the Amer-
ican administrations, past or present. People are very
much aware of this fact. The more the ntises tnder-
stand politics ‘the better. Unfortunately many African
countries suffer not. only from normal illiteracy but
political illiteracy too. In most countries this is done:
purposely in order to maintain the status quo of the
ruling elite class. .

" —Zimbabwean student

us. Black feminist looks through ‘A Wmdow on Soweto’

A Window-on Soweto by Joyce : Szkakane International

in the whole of Johannesburg is at Baragwanath. It is
reserved for pregnant women who work -as domestic
servants and who live in the domestic quarters of the
white residential areas or in the single-sex hostels. This
is done for two reasons: first the apartheid regime would
not tolerate the birth of black babies in a white area,
although by accident some babxes decide .to come -be-
foré time, and are thus born at a white man’s premises.
Secondly, it is ‘done so as to record babies who are not
supposed to qualify for the Section 10 permit because
their mothers in the hostels do not qualify  babies who
have to be.sent to the homelands as soon as their
mothers get discharged . . .™”
We follow her own story as a Joumahst for the -
Rand Daily Mail. After writing stories on political trials

‘and strikes of African workers, Sikakane herself was i
jailed under the South African Terrorism Act. The story

of her interrogation and confinement is one of the most
harrowing accounts in the book. .

~ The writing is poweriul, and yet there were two -
aspects of life in ‘South Africa that I wish she would

' have written more about. One is that we don’t see the

Soweto of 1976, the year of the uprising. In part this
was because Sikakane was forced into exile in 1973,
Yet she does write of the Beginnings of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement that ‘“immediately - launched ~an
attack on the systems of philosophy of separate devel- '
opment.” How revealing a further ‘discussion of the
movement ‘and its relation to South African women
might have been.

Second, it would have been invaluable for the
reader to see in greater detail the life of the worker
who- journeys out ‘into  Johannesburg every day. The
Soweto Window extends beyond the ghetto to the heart
i)fbthe city where South Afrlcan society lives on Black
abor

Still, Sikakane’s boek is an important experience,
not only of the author but’for the reader,

: . -, —Diane Lee
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Reverberations of Polish revolt felt throughout state- capitalist world

Polish workers have continued {o deepen and to ex-
tend the revolt begun last summer. In March, Commu-
nist Party thugs beat up and sent to the hospital several

" peasant and worker union leaders who had been cam-
"~ paigning for recognition of a peasant union in the town

of Bydgoszcz

' The response was a spontaneous.strike of 500000
workers the very next day without waiting for the go

, - ahead from the national union, Solidarity. When the

government still refused to punish the party thugs, it
became a four-hour nationwide general strxke of 13 mil-
lzon workers on March 27.

As in Czechoslovakia in 1968, rank-andfile CP mem-

" ‘bers: are calling for change. At a recent conveniion of

150 rank-and-file party members, a delegate from Bydgo-

szez stated: “We have to break radically with 36-year-old

habits- of inner party life. We are convinced that the
biggest brake on reforms is the party itself.” _

-Students and peasants represent a different type of
ally for the workers’ movement, Poland’s 3.5 million in-

, dependent peasants have won the right to form their

own union, “Rural Sohdanty,” led by 23-year-old Jan
Kulaj.

: 5 The reverberations of the Polish upheaval have
~ begun .to be felt elsewhere in the state-capitalist world.

In Rumania, food shortages have apparently led to strikes
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by Peter Mallory and Kevm A. Barry

shpped out of that vicious totahtaman regime.

. Inside the Russian<controlled republics, 1,000 stu-
dents ‘demonstrated March 23, and again a’ week later,
when the government sought to restrict the already

limited right of the people of the province of Georgia to-
have their own language and culture taught at the Uni.

versity of Tiflis. Last fall, several hundred Estonian stu-
dents engaged in similar protests against their Russian
overlords, in that occupied land near the Polish border.

. Early this year, Russian worker activist Alexei Niki- -

tin took a Western reporter on a tour of the Donetsk
coal mines at considerable risk to himself and to the
other workers who dared to be interviewed. The report-
ers heard stories of miners’ rotten living conditions in a

country which can fly people into space — cold water-

flats, kerosene stoves for cooking and cramped living

. Space, According tc many people, “If you complain to
some higher authorities, they refer it to the lower au-

thorities who ignore the complaints. The -union is worth-
less.” Nikitin and others like him have been tortured in
Russian psychiatric prisons.

In Yugoslavia, Albanian students rioted against na-
tional oppression of the Albanian minority, resultmg in
the most serious disturbance dn Yugoslavia in many
years. In truth, the entire state-capitalist world is finding
itself faced w1th the spectre of the revolutionary prole-
tariat of Poland in the form of its own restless masses.

(We recewed the following letter from Polish e:mle
activist Urszula Wislanka.)

The official recogmtlon of Rural Solidarity shows
once again that it is masses’ own self-development and
not outside definitions — like the government’s. claim
that private peasants are not workers, or threats of a
Russian invasion in order to limit the union’s demands
— that continiues to move the Polish movement forward.

There are signs of stress within the union. itself be-
cause of a retreat from the new stage reached last August
when all were participants in the decision-making. Anna
Walentynowicz has been demanding the realization of the
August strike decisions (for which she has been removed

" from the Gdansk local’s leadership); Karol Modzelewski

resigned his post as Solidarity’s spokesman because de-
cisions of the union’s National Committee were not made
democratically, and Andrzej Gwiazda has published an
open létter to Lech Walesa calling his decision to call
off the national strike in March “autocratic.”

The ‘government will no doubt- continue to provoke
the union, whether by openly attacking unionists as in
Bydgoszez; or persecuting leading intellectuals, as has
been the case with Kuron and Michnik; in whose defense
miners from the Walbrzych local decided on a warning
strike in March; or the latest parliamentary ban.on-all
strikes for two months. The union’s answer can only
come from its self-confidence and self-development. But
can it develop without a vision of total freedom? -

- ‘and demonstrations, although few details have as yet

" As we go to press, Bobby Sands lies in Belfast’s
Maze Prison  at death’s ‘door, having spent over two

months on hunger strike since March 1 demanding the
restoration by Britain of political status for 600 jailed

. members.of the Irish Republican movement, Three other
- “H-Block” prisoners—Frank Hughes, Raymond McCreesh
*‘and Pat-O’'Hara—are also on hunger strike, insisting that

they be allowed to-wear their own clgthes; associate
freely among themselves; do no prison work; receive

“one visit, one letter and one.parcel a week; and receive
- normal-“good time” remission of their sentences,

The response of British Prime Minister Thatcher,

} tourmg South Asia and the Middle East, was to refuse

all negotlatlons righteously proclaiming ‘that “a crime is

“'a crime is a crime”. Her propaganda machine was mean-

while working overtime, spreading lies that “when
Sands dies, the IRA will "burn down Catholic neighbor-
hoods and blame it oh the Protestants.” What they could
riot hide are the 12,000 British troops jammed info the
six counties of Northern Ireland, their “legal” right-wing

- auxiliaries; or the proliferation of murderous neo-fascist

para-mlhtary organizations, including the Ulster Volun-
teer Force and the Red Hand Commando, All are de:

signed to insure the perpetuation of British rule in an

Ulster shaken by revolt continuously since 1969.

) The election of Bobby Sands to Parliament Apml 9
'dealt a severe blow to Britain’s attempts to convince all
that -only a “tiny minority” was dissatisfied with the
status quo. The more than 30,000 votes for Sands under-
lined the continuing mass support in Ulster for freedom
from British military - rule mass unemployment and
minimum wages. ‘

There is no doubt that the size of the marches and
rallies all across Northern Ireland in the past weeks are

. " an indication of the upsurge ‘sure to follow if the hunger

strikers die. Such revolts have been ceaseless in Ireland,
from the Rebellion of 1798 through the Fenian move-
ment and the Trish  Land Leagues of Marx’s time to the
‘Easter: Rebellion of 1916. Ireland unfree has indeed
never been at peace. In the struggles ahead, much will
depend on whether a banner is raised -that is not limited
to Irish independence, but extends to a vision of genuin:
soclahst revolutlon

El Salvador .

When -one of the oldest continuous military dictator-

ships is dubbed the defense line of the “Free World” by
‘Reagan-Haig, the bourgeois media cave in and report the

“facts” as they emanate from the Pentagon-State Depart-
‘ment propaganda machine. When, thousands of El Sal-

- vadorans — worker, peasant and middle class, but above

all youth — join the guerrillas of the Democratic Revo-

. lutionary Front, we are told that the lack of open demon-
" strations and strikes in the streets (which had always
“been massacred by the military) shows a decline in sup-
“port for the revolution. ‘

‘When over. 15,000 have been murdered so far by the
mllltary (and this in a country with a population of only

45 mxlhon) ‘we._are told-that these killings are “by the

&

Fascism .is alive and well and living in: A.) Argentina, -

B.) Bolivia, C.) Chile, D.) Guatemala, E.) El Salvador,
F.) all of the above.

Left and the Right.” When an estimated 1,500 peasant
refugees in the province of Morazon are murdered March

27 after they hid in caves from the military terror, and

this is reported to the world by the Legal Aid Office of
the Archblshop of San- Salvador, the U.S. media treats
this as.a “rumor,” if it is reported at all. After all, re-
porters are not allowed in Morazon Province. At the
same time, vague rumors from the State Department of
Russian, Cuban and Nicaraguan military aid to the rebels
in 1980 are reported as “fact.” .

The truth is that every massacre, every “sweep”
through a province like Morazon only heightens the
masses’. determination that nothing could be worse than

“their own” military regime, After almost 50 years of

the “peace of the cemetery” following the massacres by
the military of 30,000 peasant and worker rebels in 1932,
E1 Salvador’s people have declared war on their military
rulers and the landed oligarchy of the 14 families which

° they prop up. As in 1932, the revolutionary upsurge

comes at a time when the world economic crisis of capi-

R talism forced cutbacks in the already starvation wages

and living conditions of the masses, --.-
"Throughout Central America; from Southern MeXxico

to Guatemala, and from Honduras to Costa Rica to EI

Salvador, unrest is spreading in the wake of the fall of
the hated and powerful Somoza dictatorship in the 1979
Niearaguan Revolution. .

West Germany

~ West Germany has recently experienced one of‘the
largest youth movements in Europe. Over 100 apartments
are occupied in West Berlin by young squatters In De-
cember, thousands of youth battled police and smashed
windows along West Berlin’s fashionable Kurfuerstendam
after police evicted squatters from a house.

Sinee, then squatters have occupied buildings m
many cities, but police have not usually tried to carry
out any. further evictions. Police did evict and arrest
youths in Nuremburg, a city controlled by Franz. Josef
Strauss’ ultra-rightist party, but in much of the country

+ there is widespread sympathy for the youth,

Berlin’s. housing shortage is terrible, as is the case
in many .other European and U.S. cities. No “profit” can
be made by building inexpensive housing. As unemploy-

.ment and rents skyrocket, young people cannot afford

places to live. Youth also oppose the government be-

- cause of its nuclear power plants, its allowing U.S. nu

. clear wenpons for- “defense,” and its collaboration with
U S. imperialism in El Salvador. .

But something more total than any of these points
is involved too — a rejeection of a rotten bourgeois soci-
ety built.up since World War II. It is a veneer of democ-
racy covering over-a Western power bloc vying with an
Eastern one over barbed wire and. fortifications dividing
Germany, and with the threat of nuelear destructmn
ever present

It is:this type of feeling whlch has made the phrase'

- “No Future” a slogan of the young:squatters and other

protesters. “No Future” is their description both of the
capitalist social order in which they grew up and of their
own prospects to live a fully human life within it.

‘Corporate Welfare

In theSe days of Reagan’s meat axe approach to pro-
rams for the poor of America, it is refreshing-to see
hat all the distressed are not suffering equally.

Take the case of Mr. Spyros Solon Skouras.: Seems
as if he had a little problem of an overdue mortgage on
his wholly-owned Prudential Shipping line, one million
dollars to be exact. We know how dl,stressed he was.be-
cause millions. of other people are having that problem
these days.

Mr. Reagan; kind soul,:dashed to hlS aid thh $26
million, which he can repay over the next ten years. His
feeling was that in case of war, he Just might need the
use of the five ships that -Mr. Skouras personally owns.

Not that Mr. Skouras is among the “truly deserying
needy.” He also owns another three ships under the PSS
Corporatipn and charters twa others. Last month he had
~ another loan of $6,150,000 and received a gift from the
government of $14 million in subsidies, amounting to a
total of $548 million he has received in subsidies since
he started the Prudential lines. For the next year ‘he s
to get another $14 million ‘plus $3° million to dxversxfy
the capacity of his ships.

Mr. Skouras claims that his best customers, who owe
him the most money, are slow payers, They are the
governments of Egypt and Rumania.. " *

So, you see, Reagan: kno‘ws how t,o help those in
trouble L i : -
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