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\merlcan youth challenge draft, racism, poverty |obs

by Kevin A. Barry

Presxdent Carters sudden attempt to rein-
te the draft and whip up a war hysteria has
ught thousands of American youth into the
eets to protest in the weeks since his dramatic
te of the Union address on Jan. 23. In its
ke, the new anti-war movement has forced
erica’s leaders to take another lock at the
lities of life for youth, 1980. It is true that the
tests have been largest in the historic centers
the anti-Vietnam War movement, such as the
v Francisco Bay Area and New York, but
at stunned the smiling warmonger in the
ite House was the unexpected depth and
adth of the youth opposition.
Not even Carter’s flag-waving picture session- with
». ‘Heiden and- the Olympic athletes was immune.
h1p1c star Heiden handed- Carter a petition from
etes opposing his boycott of the Moscow Summer

nes, and he also indieated their opposition to the -

[t Carter the consummate actor and deceiver
ned by years of Georgia politics (where he once ran
“governor simultaneously ‘as a liberal and as “the
rge Wallace candidate”), kept smiling, but didn’t
wer the young athletes on the pomts they had raised.
National Secunty ‘Adviser Brzezinski did let his
gance and his anger show another day when he
med out of the room after student government lead-
gathered at the White House made it clear they

Coleman Young
courts bosses,
forgets masses

by Charles Denby, Editor
hor ‘of Indignant Heart: A Black Workers Journal

There is quite a bit of discussion among working
ple and  especially among poor Blacks and poor
es, about the questlon of inflation. People want to
N what we are going to do, not if it goes up any
ler, -but. how can we contlnue to exist if it stays
re it is today.
No one can convince me that something is not wrong
| this system. I got two gas bills last month. They
me. owing the gas company $160, and: -last month
one of the mildest winter months we've ever had
he: entire hlstory of Detroit. I went down to the gas
pany’s main office, and fo my surprise, the place
full to. capacity w1th people, all for the same thing.
e.gas bills were as high as $250, and all were poor
working class people.
There were two older women, 80 years old, living
senior citizens’ high rise who wanted to
w of any place they could move. They only get $287
onthandweretoldthatthelrremt,whwhisalready
),-is going up again next month. They exist just on
t money they have left, That is the life many older
are existing on.

There are a few Blacks who have made it, mainly -

tuse of the Civil Rights Movement of the 608 who

- their backs completely on those ‘that are faced

1 this crisis; What Vernon Jordan said seems so
: Black people are boat people without a boat—and,
ruld rdd, without a paddle.

‘What is somewhat puzzling is the attitude our

or has towards the Black masses and the poor, in

crisis. I have heard some people say after gomg to

1-m a:bout increases in their propenty t'axes that he
(Contimled on Page 1)

~Cold War”,

30,000 protested Carter’s war drive  in Wash.mgton,(
March 22.

opposed the draft and wouldn't volunteer for an im-
perialist war either. Although the meeting had been
called to convince students not to worry about the draft,
since it was “only” registration, Brzezinski let the’ cat
out of the bag by losing his temper when the students
weren't exactly eager te volunteer. He snapped that
that’s why we need registration.

OPPOSITION ON AND OFF CAMPUS

But the youth Carter selected for display at the .

White House were only the tip of the iceberg. On the
campuses demonstrations' were followed by mass teach-
ins as students sought a comprehensive view of the
situation facing them. For example, at New York’s
Queens College “Teach-In on the Draft” held Feb. 28,
topics discussd included “Lessons of the 1960s”, “Wom-
en and the Draft”; and “Political Responses to the New
Called at extremely short notice by the
Queens College Coalition Against the Draft, the crowd
of more than 500 students overflowed the small audi-
torium the organizers had reserved.

| WOMAN AS REASON

" (The following excerpts are from the introduction
to a new pamphlet published by News and Letters Com-
mittees, Women as Reason and as Force of Revolution,

- a Farsi translation by Iranian women in the U.S. of

Raya Dunwyevskayas works on women’s liberation. Ed.)
. by Neda

“Over 70 years ago, .the. 1907 revolutxon in Iran wit-
.nessed the active participation of all women in struggle

. Facing the parliament’s’ president they pulled out
thelr pistols from: their sleeves and demianded that the
representatives of parliament abide by the constitution
and not surrender to foreigners under any circumstances,
to not:abolish the constitution and the parliament , . .

During the °78-79 revolution against the Shah the
Iranian women once again took to the streets. They
had long been suppressed under his regime and helped
to overthrow him.

LATER, THEY BEGAN an entirely. new phase in
profesting the new retrogression that Khomeini was
irying to impose upon them. On March 8, 1979, Inter-
national Women’s Day, women’s liberationists took to
the streets under the banner “In the dawn of freedom’
we have no freedom.” They thereby opened chapter two
of Iran’s revolution, They did this at the moment when

. the Fedayeen, who had criticized Khomeini earlier, let
. themselves be persuaded by Arafat, Khomeini’s nfmend
“to-call off -their manch to Khomexms headquarters and’

Over and over, the turnouts and the spirit sur-
prised the organizers: ’
® “No Blood for Oil” was the slogan on mamy signs
as 3,500 marched in Eugene, Ore, on March 1. B
@ The nuclear weapons research center, Livermore
Labs, was the target of profestors at Madisom, Wisc.
“Feb. 29. When the lab sent recruiters to the University
of Wisconsin campus, students marched on the building

- where interviews were being held.

¢ @ And in Flint, Mich. on March 15, high school
students, many of them young women, predominated in
the anti-war crowd that gathered outside the dﬁees of ,
‘U.S. Senator Riegle.

(As we go to press, 30000 anti-war protestors con-
verged on Washington, D.C. March 22, in the first mass
national demonstration - against militarism sinee the
Vietnam War era:)

That the oppesition to Carter's war ey was not
limited to the campuses alone was clear te all who
cared to listen. At one low-wage metal preducts plant,
a young Black worker spoke for mamy: “I weuldw’t
fight for this country. Anything I get, I get through
my own effort; the only thing the Arny weuld give me
is a bullet.” :

Concern over such resmtance had its mpuussmns
even in the Congressional committees assigmed to im-
plement the Carter proposals. First a Heuse Armed
Services subcommittee killed the plan to register women. =
That was followed by a stream. of conflicting and often
embarassing testimony on all registration—male and
female. A 1979 study by the Congressional Badget Of-
fice predicted that if the draft were brought Back, as
many as 100,000 draft-eligible youth would fail to reg-
ister. By mid-March, with legislation bogged down, the
Carter administration finally began leaking evidence .
about the “unreadiness” of the current so-called “all-
volunteer army”, admitting that its
a ‘major factor in bringing back the draft

‘VOLUNTEER ARMY’—AND REBELLION
Not only does such a focus on the “all-volunteer
army”’ immediately reveal the revolt within its ranks,
but it demands a closer look at conditions of life and
Tabor for all American youth today. :
-Today’s U.S. Army is fully 30 percent Black, with
a large Latino percentage as well. Concentrated heavily
(Continued on Page 11)

Women in lranian revohhon

mstead held a rally at Tehran University . . . For five
straight days the women continued: {heir marches, and
not only against Khomeini, but agamst Prime llmster
Bazargan . . .

Then in November, 1979, when the women attempted
to hold the first Women’s Convention, they were forced
to do so under candle light ‘as the oppesition eut off
their electricity. The women as well faced a eampeting
rally by the Fedayeen at the same day and heer they
wished to start their meeting. Despite the women’s
demiand, the Fedayeen refused to change the fime of
their rally

The women . . . demonstrated that their struggles
for liberation of women and uprooting of the male -
chauvinism in Iran would not be subordinated to a
political party’s stand . Rather, they wish to benefit
from the frujt of their revolutlon-—hberatmn—not only
because they have sacrificed so much, but because their
struggle for @ mew social order envisions totally new
human relations for men as well .as women.

Because mew human relations require a world

. ‘scope, ‘most especially in the Muslim world, I wish to

turn to other countries and show that even so great a
writer as Frantz Fanon had not, in his day, dug deeply
enough into the questlon of male chauvinism. Qur Al:

* . gerian sisters” experience showed how narrow nationalism

P (Continued on Page z)

“composition” was .
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Three thousand women met in Tehran, Iran,
in celebration of International Women’s Day,
March 8. One group, the Anjumeni of the Lib-
eration of Women, issued a statement on the
struggle of women since the overthrow of the
Shah, which was’ commumcated to a women’s
day celebratxon of Iranians in the United States.
Below are excerpts from this statement:

To commemorate March 8 International Women’s
Day once again we repeat our unity with you, revolu-

“tionary sisters, in the struggles against oppression and
exploitation. Today, it is a little more than a year since
the great revolution of the people of Iran . . We
Iranian Women participated actively in all the phases
and layérs of the struggle . . . But all of a sudden we
found that the self-anointed authorlty had pushed aside

.the leadership of the revolution and had put power
into its own hands,

WITH GREAT SPEED it started suppressing the
most oppressed people of society. And of course it was
obvious that these were the ones with the highest
potential .and revolutionary activity, that is the op-
pressed classes. Women and the masses were the two

" sections where the reactwnary system tnggered its of-

fenses.

~'What happened to us was an incredible oppression
because -it .came_from the ideas of the new leadership
which regarded women as an entity within relation-
ships.of 14 centuries ago . . . As against such a view
and_the reactionary -acts whxch emanated from it, the
awareness of the women in our country and their pro-

. tests grew. . . .

Qur -hatred is of the institutions which apparently

WOMAN AS REASON

(Continued from Page 1)
does not ‘lead to socialism. This woman who was behind
the wveil, helped pass information, arms, medicine, helped
prepare surprise attacks, took  up grenades and. sub-

machine guns; and: clmubed the - Djabal (mountains).

“She  succeeded as Frantz Fanon noted to “crack the
-double ‘oppression of women, social and*$&kual,” during
the ‘coursé of revolution, .

BUT ONCE THE REVOLUTION was over, she wit-
nessed statements such as “We are all for liberation of
women, ex-cept maybe for our own sisters,” by the men.

A great revolutionary like Fanon, so ?benutliully explains |

the -gradual process ‘of her lrberatlon . . ¢ But seeing
that ‘the colonizer stressed the issue of the hberatlon of
the Algerian woman to iry to drive a wedge into the
liberation : struggle  against’ French colonialism, Fanon

. writes, “The much discussed status of the Algenan

v woman her alleged confinement, her lack of importance,

her silent existence ‘bordering on quasi absence and the
‘Muslim Society” as -having made no place for her . . |
The Algerian woman, in imposing such a restriction on
herself and choosing a form of existence limited in scope,
was ‘deepening. her consciousness: of the struggle and
"preparing ‘for combat.”

Have we -not witnessed the end result of such
Timitation, whether self-imposed or imposed by the male-

dommlated incomplete revolution in the status of Algeria
today? And not alone for women, but for all Algeria.
‘Now then the truth is that for the struggles of |

“~women’s liberation to materialize, it needs to parallel
" the freedom struggles of wall the other oppressed forces
. of “society. This liberation is not a “gift” to be handed

to us by men on the day “after” a revolution, Rather

it.is-a right for which women themselves must struggle

. in-the course of revolution. Withoutf such a struggle, it
is not only the liberation of women which is at stake,
it is the liberation of all of society .

. A’ _new generation of women’s ll.beratxomsts who
- call themselves. Marxist:Humanists is no longer seeking
the ‘goal of “reaching the men in society.” They see
that the men under capitalism or the other wersion of
it, . statescapitalism - which «calls itself Communism, are

ahenated and far from liberation themselves . . . Rather

they. seek ‘a°society which establishes this most funda-

mental . of 4ll relations on a human basis, A society"
which  takes full responsibility to assure the full and‘
free-development of women

AS AN IRANIAN WOMAN who herself has tasted
the ‘bitter oppressxons of the male-dominated society of
Iran, once 1 was in the U.S., I could trace @ continuation |
“of sueh a separation between “thinking ‘and doing” within'
the Left organizations here. In my search to resist such
a division and ‘to find a new and total philosophy of‘
liberation . . . I finally encountered the News and Letters
Committees and its founder Raya Dunayevskaya .

The translations . . . are chosen from her lectures
and short essays with regard to the woman question
from a genuine Marxist perspective. I hope during this

~tumultuous perlod of the revolution' in Iran, they could

serve as a guide for all Iranian brothers and sisters

whoi,segkatruly human:society for “every man, woman - ;
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Tbousands celebrate Intematmnal Women's Day Irom lran to New Yori

want to divide the society into two segments — men
and- women, Muslim and atheist, Fars and Kurds, Be-
hind all -these degrading divisions is hidden the polariza-
tion of society into oppressor and oppressed,

OUR HATRED for all of these became more and
more intensified. And our understanding of the neces-

sity of the organization and the awareness of women

increased. Understanding that without an independent
and organized movement of women, without their con-
sciousness, the fundamental struggles to uproot op-
pression and exploitation, toward men and women is
not possible.

Today after a year we can bravely say that the
starting seed of the organized and conscious movements
of women is quickly growing and flourishing. Sisters,
in this year we have learned a lot from the present
revolutionary situation in our society and our struggles
against the present dominant situation which has total-

" ly crushed the most basic rights of women, We have

learned how the struggles for the liberation of women
are inseparable from the struggles of masses for -self-
determination, the struggles of the whole society for
democracy and liberation, and the struggles of workmg
people for their true rights.

—Anjumeni Raha Zan

(Soviet of Liberation of Women)

. [ ) ‘ .

Detroit, Mich.—Both women and men braved the
heaviest snowstorm of the season here to participate
in Women’s Liberation-News and Letters’ very unique
kind of celebration of International Women's Day
(IWD) on March 8. The informal meeting was planned
to. make everyone who attended feel like a participant,
while never losing sxght of the concrete history we were
celebrating:

Suzanne Casey, chau‘woman of Detroit WL-N&L,
began with a brief history of .JWD, its origins in-the
struggle of American garment workers, and the con-
tinuing activities of women. since that day it was first
celebrated in 1913, The truly international nature . of
the day came with a telegram of solidarity from French
women’s liberationists, “des femmes en mouvements.”

The revolutlonary ideas and struggles of women
then and now were represented in our displays in-
cluding: our literature, newspapers, magazines and let-
ters” from all over the world; our IWD table with the
three draft chapters of Raya Dunayevskaya’s book-in-
progress, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation and

- Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution; our newest pamphlet

translated by Iranian sisters in California, Woman as
Reason and as Force of Revolution; and the symbolic
use of roses to represent the creativeness of the human
spirit and the continuing desire of women to be total
human beings, as expressed by women mill workers
in the 1912 Lawrence, Mass. “Bread and Roses” strike.

The discussion, was most exciting as each person
expressed something- uniquely individual about IWD,

"women’s liberation and revolution. One man spoke of -

IWD as a “letter to the future”, although its founders
did not know the profound. effect it would have on
women, today, just as our thoughts and actions today
will touch future generations.

--Detront Women’s leeratlon-News and Letters

San Francisco, Cal.—Slx thousand women and men -

celebrated International Women’s Day “at a rally spon-
sored mainly by NOW at San Francisco’s Civic Center.

The narrow conservatism of NOW was not allowed
to prevail. A’ woman OCAW (Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers) worker made a rousing speech against the
oil companies, and a woman comic, Robin Tyler, at-

tacked NOW for having neither lesblans nor mmonty

WOMEN AS REASON AND AS
FORCE OF REVOLUTION

A Farsi trcnslation of writings on
women'’s libergtion by Raya-
Dunayevskaya ~ °

Appendices:

““Women’s Suffrage
" and Class Struggle”
by Rosa Luxemburg

“Thoughts on
March 8"

by Ding Ling
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New York marchers celebrate International Wom
Day at one of the sites of its origin—the scene of
Triangle fire where 146 workers, mostly women, v
kxlled.

women on their National Committee.

‘The wish for a more radical -and comprehen
philosophy of liberation was expressed by many wo
who came to our literature table, and was articul:
most beautifully in the button worn by several wor
which said, “Feminism is Humanism”.

There was also a rally, on March'9, at Laney

~lege in Oakland, sponsored by the International W

en's Day Coalition. A variety of womern’s, Third W
labor and - community erganizations were represen
Guetrilla theater performances and workshops expre:
both a radical and a concrete recognition of the n
of women. and mmorltles strugglmg against oppress
. - ——Marxist-Huma
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Lima, Peru—For the first time, several Leftist
tical groups united together this: year o celeb
International Women’s - Day, While the emphasis
almost exclusxvely on class, it was uat least a begml
of women’s voices.

The demands on the IWD leaflet included: e
work ' and -equal pay; child-care centers for worl
wonien; the right to literacy and free education;
unionization  of domestic -workers; ‘sanitary, mec
maternal-child services in the neighborhoods for worl
and: peasant women; the right to use confraceptives
the legalization of free abortion; and the freedon
organization of working women;

We are members of a feminist group, Alimuper,
we have ‘just published Toward a Feminist Social
We are working at deepening our own feminist
sciousness, and elaborating a feminist theory for
reality of Third World women. For more informal
write: ALI!MUPER Apartado 2211, Lima 100, Peru

. —'l‘wo Pemvim femii

Eleanor Bowen, age 22 is the second woman m
known to have died in an underground U.S. mine.
was 'killed- March 11, whenher head -became pin
between two machmes—one of them a continiious m
reportedly: not- in operation at the time. Ms. Bo
had ‘been fighting a sex discrimination suit against
coal operator she worked for, Women in U.S. coal m
havé ‘been filing such suits with increasing freque

as they face harassment along with the horrible cc
tmns

* * s

:In Malaysia, women .factory. workers, many in
electronics factories  of multinationals such as ]
and Texas Instruments, have been able to shut d
factories for days at a time through sponfaneous
breaks of  possession by “spirits.” During :periods
intense pressure for high production, a “demon” sc
times appears to one woman, who becomes “hysteri
The hysteria quickly sweeps the factory and o

- spreads to other plants. ('l‘hanks to MANUSHI ]

Delhl) :
, e e
‘;The UNO Women’s Conference originally ‘plar
to be held in Iran, is now scheduled for Copenha

. July '14-30. Danish feminists are organizing an alte

tive' conference and trying to raise funds for T

World women ‘to attend. Contact: Kvindernes-U-1

sudvalg, Kotbmagergade 671, tv, DK--1150 Copenha
i (From COURAGE, W. Ber
*

On March 4, Natlve Amencan members of Wo
of All Red Nations echarged that ‘contaminated drin)
water is causing” cancer, miscarriages and birth
fects to women on the Pine Ridge Reservation
nearby communities. The women said that alread
percent of Indian women have been sterilized and
is a continuation of the gover;nment’s genocidal
icies. They demanded an” immediate mvéstigatlon

. dehyery. of safe, clean water to the area.




Apnl 1980

 NEWS & LETTERS -

Page 3

" Morgantown, W. Va, — The wildeat strike of coal
miners in northern West Vu'glma against Consolidation
" Coal ‘Company is a preview of things to come when the
UMW . contract expires next April.
The strike began on Feb. 18 at 'Consol's Four Sltaltes
mine in northern West Virginia, when it passed over a

- known militant entitled to a job to. pick its own man,

This is a clear contract provision which ‘Consol has often
violated — and often with the same strike result, The
one-day strike, supported by the local union president
Mike Zemonick and two mine (grievance) committeemen,
led to the firing of all three by the company,

Miners in 14 other area mines, some 6,000, came out -
mmppoﬁoftheﬂrednﬁm.AﬂerstrikingforIZdays,
and' following orders from newly-installed UMW Presi
dent Sam Church to return to work and federal court
threats te fine the local $9,000 a day and $600 a day
against local union officers, the miners agreed to return
to work to await an arbitration ruling.

: The arbitrator upheld the firing of the president and
suspended the two committeemen for 30 days. And that
was thought -to be the end of it — wuntil 2,000 miners

spontaneously walked out on. another wildcat strike on.

Monday, March 17 to protest the arbitrater's decision,
and again to -challenge Consol and the UMW leadership;

Consolidation Coal Company, now controlled by oil
interests determined to break the power of the United

'No limits to production drive

South ' Bronx, NY—-Hardly a week goes by here
at Art Steel File Cabinet Co. without a general work
stoppage occurring on ‘the day-shift, which has many
workers with years of seniority and experience. A sign
from this shift appeared in Spanish, this week, in a
place where all the workers from both shifts could see
it, which said: “We  produce more than is expected
- and everything just goes on, We produce a. normal
,amount and all we get are insults from the super-
visors.”

. The night shift, only seven months old, has many
younger workers, mostly Black and Latino, with fam-
ilies. Although general work steppages have not oc-
curred, the exploslve situation was shown back in Sep-
tember, when, in response to unexpected lay-offs, the
workers began to tear up the plant.

_ The management’s line from the very begmnmg
has been, “to produce extra hard and you won’t have

to worry about lay-offs.” The night manager, Ken Rob-

inson, went so far as to say that his middle-name is
“Production.” The fact that lay-offs did occur, regard- .
less, has not been forgotten. :

A couple of weeks ago, Robinson paraded through
the entire plant with a sign, stating, “We can do it.
You will make 415 tonight!” He was referring to the
production of cabinets—an almost impossible feat for
any living human being. In the first weeks, we used
to respond good naturedly to such actions. This time,
he was totally ignored. Later that night, a worker asked
what the limits were to this drive for production. An-
other worker replied, “The sky is the limit, or we
. -are the limit”

ARthough the contract here-runs until November,
1980, you can already feel the beginnings of a great
confrontation with management m the thoughts ‘and
activxties of the workers.

--Art - Steel worker

W:Idcat strikes preview cbmmy coal struyyle

Mme Workenrs ‘union-and the rank-and-ﬁ]e miners, gave
notice last year when it pulled out of the ‘Bituminous
Coal Operators Association (BCOA) that it was out to
break the UMW. Consolidation Coal Company, which
had been the largest commercial coal producing corpo-
ration for many years and now ranks second in the
nation; had always played a leading rale in the BCOA,

‘When the energy crisis developed and coal loomed
more important in the future as an energy source, the

_ oil interests, which controlled vintually all other energy

sources, moved to take over all coal reserves, In addi-
tion to buymg up all ‘available coal reserves in the West,
the oil companies bought controlling interests in existing
¢oal companies, including Consolidation-Coal Company.

lnmatteroffact,itwastheoilcomp&mes,mtke

. coal operators, who were calling the tunes for the nego-

tiations with the UMW during the 118-day strike in
1978 in which the miners lost so much becaunse of then
UMWPresndentAmoldMﬂlex‘stotalhndequeym
represent the miners.

And the new bureaucracy has noability to pmide
the kind of militant  leadership the miners demand to
protect their lives and livelihood. .

The UMW contract expires next Apnl, and the stage
is being set. This wildcat strike is a part of the feeling
out process. Consolidation Coal Company, now ouwt of the

*‘BCOA and powered with billions of dollars from oil, has

served notice it will not be bound by any BCOA agree-
ment, and indeed will negotiate with the UMW on is

own terms, The rank-and-file miners are giving their

notice, and ' are saying to hell with Consol, the courts,
the government and eventhe UMW if it is not ready and
willing to ﬁgb’c for them and what they believe to be
right.
. More hnes will be drawn between now and Apnl
1981 when the UMW contract expires,

I.aststoryfromllmmyal"

Detroit, Mich.—This may be the last story from

- Uniroyal, now. that everyone is sure the plant is going

to close. It’s just a matier of when—most think it will
be before the end of June. At our March 9 union meet-
ing, Loeal President Cecil Hogan read the list of -all

the benefits the company wants us to give back. They

-are asking us to give up everything ex:ceplt our under-
wear, and they may ask for that too, since they said

~-“there will be~more.”

They - want reduced wages and pension; holidays
eliminated; no more wash-up time; a six-day work week
with emnpu-lsory overtime; no more S.U.B.; 'COLA as

- part of an incentive system, and more! At one point,
- Pres. Hogan suggested (without the company’s mﬂu—

ence), that we pay to use the parking lot,
Already, the company has been putting added se-

curity and all sorts 'of barriers around the bduilding, -

which ‘means they must be worried about the wage
workers. Right now, we have a itwo-week layoff from

" Marek 17-31. Discipline has become so severe, especially

on absenteeism, that it seems as if they are trymg to

- fire 'as many people as they can.
This looks like a permanent change all over the
country——m'any of us may never see @ factory job egain .-

and may lose our standard of living for good. But even

though the plant will soon Cclose, this isn’t the last

you*ll he'ar from Ummyal warkers'
-—Uniroyi\ jnrhu

1'\
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Fleetwood

Detroit, Mich, — Most of the workers are unsatisfied
with the recent settlement by the International on the
78s (speed-up grievances). There are three to four more
workers added fo each floor to relieve the work load.
But this really adds up to nothing. With 150 workers

- left on every floor, there is still too much for each job.-

The only reason we have this “settlement” is because
the compam_v offered and the union took it.

There are 3,000 workers producing 52 jobs an hour
"=~ that means 832 cars are built in one day. Now the
plant is shutdown for two weeks, but we will face more
problems when it reopens.

There are government “inflation-fighting teams” in-
vestiga ing. the Ford Motor Co. right now. They are
saying Ford has too much in its contract. What that
means for the workers at GM is that we have the same
contract as Ford has, Will we be next on the mflanon
1 teams’ hit Hst?
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—-Fleetwood worker- B

~ Dodge Truck

Warren, Mich. —-Around 100 people came to the
March 9 Local 140 general membership meeting. Many
were laid-off people who came to hear the latest news
about their- jobs.

The local’s Internatlonal service rep Willi¢ Stovall:
talked about recall rights to Dodge Truck for us, but
didn’t say a word about why so many Chrysler workers

-are out now. No Teps in the local or the International

want to {alk about what they’ll do about Chrysler

pouring its government loan money into Jefferson As- .

sembly 1o pay $60. million for 100 robots, while we

. gave up $4,000 per worker in the second contract.

. What has anyone heard about what the local will
do about Dodge Truck raising production from 25 to
29 trucks per }hour for each final line? Ever since they
set it at 25-—after second shift was gone—it’s been a
job-and-a-half for everybody. It was when I got outside
the local hall that I heard two Compact Building work-
ers say they couldn’t take their situation much longer,

that “somethmg is going to break;, maybe a revolution!™ -
sgrrmas s es e ias et wi]pid-off Main Building worker

‘seniority rights.

Corporatms
new tyramy

by John Allison i

The new Chrysler Corpomtion has destroyed forever
the notion that might is right. Chrysler now and always
has had its anthority in capitalist production relations,
where the workers are paid the minimum with Chrysler
getting the maximum of labor power from them,

That fact has been established and hasnt changed,
whether it's the new or the old Chrysler Corporation. -

‘.——-‘

" The game is the same, and yet the UAW has surrendered
.. the workers’ rights to the increased tytanny of manage-

ment over labor.

. 'This sacrifice by Chrysler workers had its 9r1g1ns
in a scheme concocted by Chrysler management, the
federal government and the UAW. The divine agree-
ment was: “Save the workers’ jobs at all cost.”

However, Chrysler workers were deceived by all
parties to that, agreement, Look at what has happened—
Dodge Main is closed for good, Chrysler Jefferson and
anotherﬂmtmwiudsorareehseddmnfor change-
oVer, the Lynch Road plant is slated for closing. Seme
of these may re-open, others will not X

During this episode of Chrysler being saved by the -
government and labor, unemployment has been rising
like flood walters thmnghout the country. Presideni Car-
ter, to show_his concern for the workmg clas was all -
for saving Chrysler. ‘

Noweonesanotherlookattheworkersmd(tarter
He plans te Jay off government workers to balance the
budget, but a lot. mere than government workers -

out of iobs before his budget juggling act is

throngh. part of it is also to dry up money in the

capitalist system insofar as the working class is con-
cerned. It all means a depression.

Will labor be able to save Chrysler" That’s uot the
real question. The real question is: is there enough

. money in the entire world to satisfy the greed of the

capitalist  class? Their greed is so great, that some
where, some time, they will destroy us all if they are -
not destroyed With the circumstances of our troubled
times, maybe now is the time,-

Harvester workers strﬂ(e

Chicago, IlL—Workers at International Harvester °
have been on' strike, national]y, since November, 1979.
The press is saying'the issue holding up a settlement is
whether they introduce forced overtime to Har-
vester- workers—14 ‘weeks of it, At Deere and Cater-
pillar, the union gave up the nght to refuse overtime.

One of the strikers on the picket line, in Mel-
rose Park, said that Harvester had a provision in the
previous contract which gave them the right to.force
workers to work a certain amount of overtime, but it
was never enforced. He went on to say that, “when the
present contract ran out in October, the compan.y
started this mandatory overtime and the union went
along. That’s when people refused and worked less.
than ever, because we wanted the right to choose. For
six years, we've had voluntary overtime.

“They’re also trying to take away other things, like
We're not getting any information
about the negotiations. No one on the line knows what’s
going on. I feel something isn't right and that the union
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Unemployment aniong Black workers in the U S. is ¢

- officially
- double the

rted to be over 12 percent, more than
2 percent national rate. Black youth un-

employment.is mcredlbly higher, officially reported to be

at 28 percent in Pebruary, compared with a reported
141 percent unemployment rate for youth as a whole.
“ The youth data, however, is grossly understated ac-

“cording to the New -York Times (Feb, 29), which re- .

- ported secret government figures showing actual youth
unemployment to be 19.3 percent, whxle Black youth
unemployment. hit 38.8-percent. N

Even this,  as explesive as these rates are, is only
"part of the truth. In urban areas such as Detroit, Black
youth unemploymen't is reported to be between 60 to 70
percent, _
ECONOMIC GAP WIDENS -

‘What these figures reveal is that the economic gap
‘between Black and white Americans is greater than it
was 20 years ago, before the Black mass. revolt which
erupted in the 1960s to eliminate racial discrimination
and to create equal opportunities for Black Americans.
‘For .a brief time, in the late *60s, the economic gap be-
tweeni Blacks and whites narrowed sllghtly but all of
those Black gains have gone down the drain — and more.

. The futurelookswome,mnehworse,forallAmeﬁ

° -can workers and.their families who will bear the brunt

of the weight of the staggering U.S. capitalist economy.
Meeting in panic sessions when the inflation rate hit 20
percent last month, followed by the same high incredible

. prime lending rate and mortgage rates climbing not far

‘ behind, - President Carter and administraﬂon leaders
mapped anti-inflation strategy.
¥ The answer to the pmblem they all agreed was to

balance the national budget—and proceeded to lop
off $13 billion from the national budget, the same budget
put forward by Carter a mere two months ago as the
“answer” to the economic crisis in Ameriea. In addition,
Carter ordered the Federal Reserve Board to take steps

to slash consumer borrowing and tighten loan activity by ~

financial institutions, primarily banks, which have been

making loans to business in unprecedented amounts,

TAKE AWAY HELP FOR POOR PEOPLE
Programs earmarked for the biggest cuts by Carter

_ are those that help the poor and unemployed Over $1.5
‘billion will be cut from - federal pension payments to
workers and from food stamp programs which feed pov-

erty :stricken families of unemployed workers, ' CETA
job-training progmms, as pitiful as they have been in
the face of the massive and still growing unemployment

_ will be cut_ by $500,000, with another $400,000 slash in

child care programs. Federal government state revenue

sharing funds which support critical social services are ~

to be cut $1.7 billion, which will wipe out entirely many
desperately needed social services. Another step is the

firing of 20,000 federal workers.

Federal Reserve Board Chairman Paul Volcker ad-
mits that big business will be hurt the least, if at all, by
the credit tightening moves, but that small business and
ordinary consumers will be hurt most. Workers and

their families, who have to borrow to survive from pay -

check to- pay check, will be taking it on the chin.
In the past few months, plant closings and layoffs
in auto, steel, rubber, mines, and construction industries

" have added a half million to the unemployed army.
~ Carter’s latest moves will guarantee adding several mil-

lions more to the jobless rolls. )
The collapsing economy will take a horrible toll on

~ Knei-Paz on Trotsky's thought: a critique

.. . 'The Social and Polzttcal Thought of Leon Trotsky,
: by Baruch Knei-Paz; Oxford University Press, 1978, $27.50
— : " by Mlchael Conneolly

, In the three months since the previbusly closed

‘portions of the Trotsky Archives at Hamwerd University
. were apened to researchers—nearly coinciding with the

.-100th anniversary. of Trotsky’s birth—a stream of books
and articles has underscored -the continuing attraction
- of his life 'and work, More are certain to follow from
. the new studies. As an ‘analysis of Trotsky as thinker,

. however, none of the recent efforts have appmched )
in sohola'rshnp, meticulous citation ‘of texts, and inde-

~.. pendence of view Baruch Knei-Paz’ massive (over 600
“pages) work, The Social and Polmcal leught of Leon
“Trotsky. )
Prof. Knei-Paz is surely no Trotskyist. Indeed, his
work is not only highly critical of a portion of Trotskys
I legacy, but in the course of tracing his voluminous wonk
. ..reveals quxte a-few of Trotsky’s errors,
NIt is clear " that for Knei-Paz, the. contradlctmns

within: 'rrotskys thought are central And it is to them

that we are led immiediately: “Trotsky’s ‘ideas and aiins’

were. betrayed’ not so much by others—as he was prone
“to believe—as by the contradictions of his own intellect-
~ual 'preconceptmns In a sense, this study is an attempt
~'to trace:thet-erigins and evolvement of such_contra-
‘dictions’ and; thereby, to throw some light as well on

the immiediate and subsequent character of the Russian

revolution.” (p. viii)

. “The -originality of Trotsky,” claims Knel-Paz “lay
. in_the fact that he was able to. break out of Marx's
~ historical framework as well as out of Marx’s European

self-centeredness . . .
fully declared way, to remain locked in Marx's ‘sup-

positions . . .” (p. 104)

Leaving aside for a moment the charge of Marx’s
supposed “Eurepean self-centeredness,” was it Knei-Paz’

. evaluation of Trotsky’s “originality” as “independence”

" from Marx that encouraged him'to relegate Marx’s con-
. <ept of permanent revolution to an appearance of exactly
six pages, which ‘don’t Pegin until p, 1547
It isn’t that KneiPaz doesnt know of Marx's de-
- velopment, of the concept of permanent revolution in
relation to Russia. He quite correctly refers to. the
Preface to the 1882 Russian edition of the Commmnist
* Manifesto as Marx’s last expression of fpermanent revo-
lution. Yet when he returns to this subject in an Ap-
pendix on “M on Baokwardness and on Russia” a
thorough derstanding of Marx results. The
“Asmt:/gf%m of spx'oductxon”’ becomes the point at
issue i-Paz declares that '“for Marx, as for Hegel
- ~before - him, the Orient was un‘hlstomcal’, or- simply
lacking -in” hlstory, since ' its .experience was. a uniform,
monotonous repetition of the same thing” Knei-Paz
then makes the fantastic assertion: “this clearly negated
 Marx’s very philosophy of history.”
By Hera is gvidently the proof of Marx’s “European
‘self-centereduess.” Never mind that it was precisely
this Asiatic society—China—that Marx praised for iis
magnificent. Taiping Rebellion at the time when l-hu-ope
was sunk deep into reaction. Néver mind that i€ is this
Rebellion that Marx brings .into pothing less than the

_quote Marx . .
Trotsky generally avoided resorting to the authority “of

-the social theory of Marxism . .

He refused, even if not in a

concluding section (on Fetishism of Commeodities) of
Chapter One of Capital.l
The attitude to Marx, not only of Trotsky, but also

" of Lenin, is what interests Knei-Paz here, And it is

Trotsky’s attitude that is notéed approvingly:

“If one compares the writings of Trotsky, on what-
ever subject, with those of many other Russian Marxists,
and not least Lenin, one is immediately struck by one
obvigus difference of approach; while they continuously
. Trotsky almost never . does so .

texts because he grasped Marxism as a tool, not as a
‘completed system’.” (p. 86-7)

ANTI-LENINISM’S INFLUENCE

Over and over, we are shown Trotsky the original,
independent thinker, one for whom Marx was not {o be
simply “applied” to the Russian conditions, versus Lenin
who, -according to Knei-Paz, had “nothing to do with
. which he merely har-
nessed to his own theory of the revolutionary party.”

Here Knei-Paz has revealed the overpowering in-
fluence of his anti-Leninism. He forgets that the question
is mot whether Lenin supposedly “harnessed” Marx to

his theory of the party. The question that becomes key

is the objective situation 1914, which all Marxists,
Lenin and Trotsky included, faced, World ‘War I had
broken out, and far from the socialist movement pre-
venting it, the established leadership of the movement

is asking German workers to shoot Russians, It is an -

unprecedented moment in socialist history. Yet Knei-Paz
offersnosenoustm:tmentofWorldWarI Indeed, it
is hardly covered at all

The fact is that when the war breaks out Trotsky

and Luxemburg and Zetkin begin organizing an anti-
war movement, Lenin insists that the only way to stop
the war is with a social revolution; and he proposes the

. slogan, “Turn the imperialist war into ‘a civil war!”
None of them will go along, convinced as thdy are that.

(Continued on Page 10)

1. In the blbhogrophy, Ccplhl is not llsted among Marx’s works rele~
vant to Knei-Paz’ thesis.
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Black unrest helghtens\as US economy staggers

the entire working class, but nobody will be crushed
more than Black Americans. Alhough Black workers
in union industries have a little seniority protection, the
‘lasthned,ﬁmtﬁred”condxtmnofnheks,alreadydear

thepersonpriwxlyresponsiblefmﬂlemntew

nomic crisis, President Carter (see “Workers Journal”

p. 1, and “Black-Red View” p. 12),
Perhapsﬂletruemeasuredlmwm

‘called Black leaders are seen to represent the aspira-

o

tions. of the Black masses can be shown in the fact tha
not a single presidential candidate attended the Black
conference—though all had been invited.

National Urban League Director Vernon Jordan,
referring to the worsening economic conditions of Black
Americans, said, “We’re boat people without boats.™ It
is true that many Blacks in the US. are destitute, and
mth!atsemennghtbecomparedwiﬂltheVietmmese

lesas&ehatpeople. Wemntlel’ﬂs&ﬂmt
only was Black beautiful, but more —uhﬂy that
Black was revelutionary.

That is the dimension that will become more evident
as the economic disaster deepens, It is that revolutionary
dimension, allied with the white working class, that can
prondetheamexstothecnsxsthmatemngbdestroy
the livelihood of evetyone in this country.

Who We Are and What We Stand For

News and Letters Committees, an organization |
of Marxist-Humanists, stand for the abolition of
capitalism; whether in its private property form as
in the US,, orltsstatepropertyformasmkum\
or China, News & Letters was created so that the

_voleecofrevoltfrombeloweouldbehendnot
separated from the articulation of a philosophy of
liberation. A Black production. worker, Charles
Denby, author of Indignant Heart: A Black Work-
er's Jourmal, is the editor of the paper. Raya

Dunayevskaya, National Chairwoman of the Com-
mxttees,wﬂneauthoroflammaﬂheeh-and
philosophiic ground of Marx’s Humanism interna-
tionally as American Civilization en Trial con-
cretizes it on the American seene and shows the
two-wayroadbetweentheU.s and Africa.

Nm&l.etterswasfoundedmlsss,theyear
of the Delroit wildcats against Automation and the
Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation —
activities which signalled a new movement from
pneheewhnchwasxtselfaformottheory Vol 1,
Ne. 1, came off the press on the second anniver-
sary of the June 17, 1953 East German revolt
against Russian state-capitalism masquerading as
Communism, in order to express our solidarity
with freedom fighters abroad as well as at home.
Because 1953 was also the year when we worked
- out the revolutionary dialectics of Marxism in its

".-original 1 of “a new Humanism,” as well as
. indivi punfiedofallthatmterﬁersmth
" its - uni ism, ie., with freedom itself” we
organized. ourselves in Committees nther than
any elitist party “to lead.” »

7 In_opposing -the cap:tahstxc,raust,senst,ex—
* ploitative' society, we participate in afl class and
freedom struggles, nationally and intermationally. |-
As our Constitution states: “If is our-aim ... to
promotetheﬁrmestnmtyanongwmkers,mm
and other minorities, women, youth and these in-
tellectuals 'who have broken with the ruling bu-
reaucracy of both capital and labor” We de not
separate the mass ictivities from the activity of
thinking. Anyone who is a participant in these
freedom struggles for totally new relations and a .
fundamentally new way of life, and who believes
in these principles, is invited to join us. Send for
a copy of the Constitution of News and Letters

Iivmg ltistory of U.S molnﬁmly forces : .
THE RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 'COLLECTION ‘ .
Marxist-Humanism: Its Origin and :

Develbyment in America, 1941 to Today

History and Urban Affairs, Walter P. Reuther
Library, Wayne State U., Detroit, MI. 48202,
Order z&page Guide to the Oollectum fmm Ngws ‘
&Lettem.l’nce.swpbxsme.

—
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“THE BREAK WITH KAUTSKY, 1910-191:

‘From Mass Strike Theory to Crisis over Morocco—.'
_and Hushed-Up "Woman Questmn

by Raya Dunayevskaya

(A draft chapter from a new work-m-progress Rosa Luxemburg', ‘Women’s Liberation and ‘Marx’s
Philosophy of Revolutlon) , :

PBNTANEITY ANIJ ORGANIZATION

NCE SPONTANEITY HAD TAKEN the form of
) an outright revolution, Luxemburg’s usual sen-
sitivity to the phenomenon took on the dimen-
sion’ of a universal, the method of revolution.
she had written to Luise Kautsky early in 1906, soon
r she landed in Poland in Deceniber, 1905: “The
e general strike alone has ceased to play the role it
sy had. Now nothing but a direct, general fxght on the
et can bring about the decxsxon .M

By mld-August,' as she was working on The Mass
ke, The Political Party and the Trade Unions,2 it was
r that, far from the pamphlet being restricted to the
cs in the title, she was, in fact; beginning to question
just  the conservative trade union leadership, but
relation of Marxist leadership to.spontaneity. She
always been highly responsive to proletarian acts of
Maneity. What was different this time was that the
i"Revolution had disclosed a totally new relationship

to Marxist leadership. The most excitingly new
nomenon was that the -so-called backward Russian
kers ‘proved themselves far in advance of those in
technologically advanced countries, Germany partic-
1y. Moreover,; the ‘Russian’ Revolution was not just a
onal happening. In the impact both in the East and
he West; it had displayed an elemental force and
ion of world scope. Luxemburg at once began work-
out its application to Germany

Ina word, spontanelty did not mean just instinective
pn-as against conscious direction. Quite the contrary.
ntaneity was'a driving force, not only of revolution
of the vanguard leadershlp, keeping it left. As Lux-
mrg expressed it in her pamphlet:

L “The element of spontaneity, as we have seen,
plays a great part in all Russian mass strikes with-
out exception, be it as a driving force or as a re-
‘strammg influence . . . In'short, in the mass strikes
.in Russia, the element of spontaneity plays such a
?«predominant part, not:because the Russian prole-
Itariat are ‘uneducated’, but because revolutions do
not allow anyone to play the schoolmaster with
them ”

lIn workmg out the dialectic of the mass' strike,
mburg moved from her characteristic search' for
t cause” to concentrating, instead, on the interre-
ynshxp of cause and effect. History had shifted the
Eﬂon ‘of the general strike from its anarchist non-
i

cal “origins” to its genuine political nature. The

Revolution actually revealed, Luxemburg main-
ed, “the historical hquxdat:on of anarchism.” Marxist
ershlp of the general strike signified the unity of
jomics and pohtlcs . y

She traced through the strikes in Russia from 1896
905 and concluded: “Throughout the whole of the
ng of 1905 and into the middle of the summer there
nented throughout the whole of the immense empire
aninterrupted economic strike of almost the entire
tariat against capital . . .” Nor was it only a ques-
of the general strike embracmg the entire prole-
t. For the first time she was impressed even with
. she disliked most-—the lumpen proletariat. The
lutlon irradiated the genius of all people, and the
utionary masses in motion, “even knocked at the
of the military barracks.”

Luxemburg proceeded to show the effectxveness of
strikes: how the fight for an 8-hour day meant its
edxate mstxtutwn even before the outbreak of the

pn letter to Lunse Kautsky, . Jan, 2, 1906 included in Rosa
xemburg: Letters to Karl and Luise Koutsky, edited by Luise
utsky and transiated from the German by Louis P. Lochner
ew York: Robert McBride & Co., 1925).

pis 1906 pamphiet, Messenstreik, Partel’ und Gewerkschaften,

included in Gesammelte Werke, Vol. 2 (Berlin: Dietz Verlag,
74), pp. 90-170. The pamphlet was first translated into -English

Pafm:k L xist Educnhonal Society, 1925). Fol

pe$§ro qmghg %re Rosa "Luxe, qrg ‘in r)l9fr,‘ o
icle,” #Theory 'and . Practice,’t < ‘cw transiation- ef- - -
vid WQ ff,

»"ﬂvdt-.0n,¢'gln.."in.-.,nc.,a..A..* ~~~~~

revolution. in. January, 1905. The oil workers m BAaku
won the 8hour day in December, 1904; the printing
workers in Samara in January,. 1905 the sugar workers

“in ‘Kiev in May, 1905. By the time of the October Days

and the second general strike, the economic  struggle
formed “a ‘broad background. of the revolution from
which, .in ‘ceaseless reciprocal action with the political

agitation and the external events of the revolution, there .

ever arise, here and there, now isolated explosions.and
now ‘great general ‘actions of the proletariat , . ..” Nat-

~urally, the question of the soldiers’ revolts m Kron-

stadt, Libau, Vladivostok weré singled out to show the
breadth and depth of the revolution; “Within a week

. the 8-hour day prevalled in every factory. and workshop

in Petersburg .

Once one recogmzes that thls was the essence of :

what Luxemburg considered to be the genius of revolu-
tion, then it is clear that—with her specific historic
examples of how many mass strikes, what duration:they
ran, and how-they were transformed from an economic
to a.general political strike which led to “a general pop-
ular uprising”—she was actually developing a strategy
of revolution. Moreover, she was developing it not only

on the basis of Russia, a “backward” country, but also

with eyes fixed on technologlcally advanced Germany.

Clearly; it was no longer a question just of experience, -

much less just a national experience, but a universal
phenomenon that was so little separated from any na-
tional boundaries that it eliminated the difference be-
tween national and international as well as the difference
between theory and praecfice. -

In dwelling in detail on the mass strike in October,
November and December, Luxemburg not only empha-
sized how “the workers threw themselves with: fiery
zeal into the waves of political freedom,” but stressed
especially the fact that the proletariat’s intellectual de-
velopment was boundless: “the most precious, because
lasting, thing in this rapid ebb and flow of the wave
is its mental sediment: the intellectual, cultural growth

- of the proletariat.” By the time Luxemburg came to the

question of organization, of daily political meetings, of
formation of clubs, she dealt with the question of trade
unionism as somet}nng the new force of workers had
“immediately taken in hand.” What is especxally striking
about that new force “taking unions in hand” is that it
was concerned not only w1th the organized but with the
unorganized workers

Put 'dxfferently, Luxemburg was kagai'nst the trade
union leadership not only because they were conserva-

tive, but because they were concerned only with organ- .

ized workers, whereas the . unorganized workers, she
showed, were every bit as revolutionary and important.
And just as she includéd even the lumpen proletariat
as likewise affected by the storm of revolution, so she
drew into the totality and genius of spontanelty every-
one from the lumpen proletariat to the artist as; being
in this great whirlwind of revolution, What, amazmgly,
was not singled out to the point of making it a uni:
versal .was the soviet form of organization, However,
the whole gquestion of organization—be it the small
Marxist organization that became a mass organization
literally ‘overnight, a mass organization, or totally new
forms of -organization like the. soviets—had henceforth
become inseparable from mass actmty

From 1906-——and all the way untll the break with
Kautsky, 1910-11—what Luxemburg singled out was
the general strike-—the interrelationship of economic and
political work" which “formed a broad background of
the revolution . . .” The point of the historical tracing
of strikes from 1896 to 1905, and the detailed exami-

" .nation of the actual 1905-1906 revolution, led her to

the conclusion that the mass strike is:

“The method of motion of the proletarian mass,‘

the phenomenal form of the proletarian struggle in
revolution . in & word: the economic struggle is
the transmltter from -one pohtlcal center to an-

..........................

other; the polmcal struggle is the penodxc fertili-

Rosa Luxemburg and Clara Zetkin walking to the 1910
Magdeburg Congress of the German Social-Democratic
Party. ) B :

Fmally, the events in Russia show us that the mass
strike is inseparable from the revolution.”

Finally, she approached the ‘question of applymg
the lessons of the Russian Revolution to the German
scene: “A year of revolution has therefore given the
Russian proletariat that ‘training’ which 30 years of par-
liamentary and trade union struggles cannot artifieially
give to the German proletariat.” No doubt she did not
then (1906) know that her climactic ending —  that .
“the masses will be the active chorus and the leaders

- only the ‘speaking parts,”. the_ interpreters of the will

of the masses”—was  actually laying the. ground, not
alone for her usual fights with the trade union leaders,
but for one with the established German Social-Demo-
cratic—that is, Marxist—leadeljshi-p. But, in fact, this
was what happened in 1910. And since in that concrete.
period and place we will best See both the ramifications
of her 1906 general strike thesis, as well as her sensi-
tivity to the smell of opportumsm in the hlghest levels
of “orthodox Marxism”, it is to 1910 that we now tum

11 UNIFIED REVOI.UTIBNARY THEORY

—PRACTICE VS, “TWD STRATEGIES”

UXEMBURG CONSIDERED THE interaction of
economic strikes and political demonstrations to
be a pre-revolutionary situation, 1910 was the year
she felt it opportune to begin applying to Germany

the lessons of the General Mass Strike she had drawn
from the Russian Revolution. Not only was it a year
when a new wave of strikes broke out in Germany, but
on Feh. 4, when the government published the draft of
the so-called electoral “reform” bill, with its three-class- -
tier voting limitations, there was moblhzatlon of mass
opposition. Every single Sunday during the months: of
February and March there were massive demonstrations -
for equal mffrage At the same. time, the waves of

] B
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In August, 1903, 8,000 (mosily women) textile workers in Crimmitschau struck for pay raises and a ten-hour day.
The strike was strengthened by the solidarity of the German and international working class, despite attempts
to break the strike by state intervention and the decree of limited martial law. Their banner says: “The 22nd

week of the 10-hour day struggle—remain in solidarity.”

(Continued from Page 5)

Carl Schorske shows that no less than 370,000 workers
were involved in work stoppages that year.3

In mid-February, Luxemburg had written an analy-
sig of the current situation in relationship to the prin-
ciple of the General Mass Strike. She entitled it “What
Next”4 and submitted it to the Party paper, Vorwarts.
It “was returned to her with a note saying that the
“Executive” had' instructed the paper not to carry on
agitation for the mass strike at present when what was

~ most important was the electoral campaign. Luxemburg,

on the contrary, thought that it was precisely the present
situation, both on the question of the struggle for

electoral reform and on the question of strikes, that

made discussion of the General Mass Strike relevant.
‘She resubmitted the article, this time to the theoretical
organ Neue. Zeit, of which, in name, she was deputy
editor. Where, heretofore, Luxemburg’ considered the
prestigious Party School and her theoretical work in it
to be so important that she allowed nothing to divert
her from it, this time the priority went to the need for
agitation. She took two months off from teaching at the
Party School to go barnstorming throughout Germany.
Her talks both on suffrage and on work stoppages
naturally included the idea of a General Mass Strike.
The opposition to Luxemburg that had opened in the
top - echelons of the German Social-Democracy (GSD)
was revealed in some curious ways. Thus, while all
the papers in Frankfurt, for example, were reporting
Luxemburg’s speeches one way, Verwarts struck out
one sentence of the report, to wit: “The speaker evoked
the enthusiastic approval of the participants when she
‘advocated propaganda for the mass strike.” Luxemburg,
meanwhile;>was doing her reporting to Luise Kautsky.

. ‘One letter dated March 15, 1910, described how many

meetings she addressed, how large they were, and how
enthusiastically she had ‘been met by the last ‘one which
had numbered 1,500,

At the end of the two months’ lecture tour, Luxem-
burg returned to Berlin. There she found a note from
Kautsky, as editor of Neue Zeit, that said her article
was “important” and _“very fine,” but he suggested that

~ the paragraph propagandizing for a republic be cut.

Meanwhile, he was polemicizing against her views. She
at once saw to it that her article was published in
Leipziger Volkszeitung, As for the paragraph on the
question of a republic, she had developed it into a
separate article, and had that published as well. Which
didn't mean that she would let Kautsky off the hook

' for not publishing her article, much less for starting a

3 Cogls)E Schorske, G Socisl D y 1905-1917 (Harvard,
4 "Was Weiter?”” Gesommelte Werke, Vaol. 2, pp. 288-299 is vari-
- ously referred to as “What Next?” by Ne'l-ﬂ- “What Further?”’
ond  “The Next Step” by Looker. It was Roberr
Looker who fmaﬂy published it in English in his Resa Luxemburg.
Selecied Politicol Writings {New York: Grove Press, 1974), p. 148

To .complicate things still further, one of. Karl Koursky's orrlcles".
it Now?”')

in opposition to Luxemburg is colled “Was Nun?" (”Whu

polemic against her views without having pubhshedk

them,
Kautsky had opened up the floodgates of a dispute

“with Luxemburg which was to take up no less than

onefifth of the space of the most prestigious journal in

-the German Social-Democracy, which in this case meant

established world Marxism. What it presaged was the
birth of a new wave of opportunism that soon led to the
break with Kautsky. Luxemburg‘ was ouf to expose that
it was not just the trade union leaders and reformists
who were opportunists, She whas out %o show ithat op-
portunism was eafing at the very vifials of the Marxist
leadership: the German Social-Democracy. -

To this day, even those revolutionaries, who, armed
with hindsight, do see that the dispute between Luxem-
burg and Kautsky first exposed the abysmal opportunism
at the top which was to lead to nothing short of the

Party’s betrayal, still act as if Luxemburg’s prescient

stand was “accidental.” The ¢ruth is that Luxemburg
sensed opporfunism four years ahead of all others,
Lenin included. The truth is that long before the
Party’s outright betrayal wt the outbreak of World War
I, Luxembung saw in the Social-Democracy’s slavish
parliamentarianism so great a diversion from the revolu-
tionary road that she felt compelled not o let go eof

the “tactic” of general strike until all those who opposed-

it were shown to be opportunists. To try to deflate the
dispute fas if it were a mere “personal mmtter,” and say
that it was simply a question that Luxemburg felt “in-
sulted” at Kautsky’s refusal to publish her article, is to

.blind oneself to just how historic, what a great deter-

minant for world Marxist development, was Luxemburg’s
break with Kautsky.

Luxemburg’s writings in that period demonstrate
that, far from the “Luxemburg affair’ dausing the dis-
turb'ance in the GSD, it was the objective situation, both
the actual strikes and the actual struggles for electoral
reform, that cdaused the crisis, Her position rightly was:
why let anyone, even if he were interpationally recog-
nized as the “greatest Marxist,” gild the lily of parha-
mentarianism with “heaven-storming theory” when, in
fact, that theory was nothing but a rationale for oppor-
tunist actions?

As was his wont in any debate, Kautsky was irotting
out a brand new theory. The so-called “strategy of
attrition” (Ermattungsstrategie) and “strategy of over-
throw” (Niederwerfungssirategie), culled from .ancient
Roman history, were now used with a great show of
erudition--but in a very different form: than those ‘dwo
strategies” were introduced first in 1907 in Kautsky’'s
Social Revolation and in 1909 in his Road to Power.
Now (1910) in his “Theory and Practice” article, said
Luxemburg, these same theories which had been used in
favor of the 1905 Revolution, had become “a frightfully
fundamental revision” of the 1905 Resolution passed at
the Jena Congress whxch recogmzed the general stnke

......
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BREAK WITH KAUTSKY, 1910-1911; From Mass Strke Th

Luxemburg hit back thh *every-thmg she cot
entitling her article the same as Kaufsky's.6 First
quoted from her own pamphlet on the mass strike:

“So the mass strike shows itself to be no sp
fically Russian - product, arising from absoluti
Dbut a universal form of proletarian class strug
resulting from the present stage of capitalist de
opment and class relations, From this standpoi
the three bourgeois revolutions—the great Fre
revolution, the German March revolution, and .
present Russ1an one—form an onrunmng chain

- development in' which the prosperity and the ¢
of the bourgeois century are reflected . . . 1
present revolution realizes, in the special circt
Stances of -absolutist Russia, the universal results
international capitalist development; and in this
seems. less a final posterity of the old bourge
revolutions than a forerunnér of a new series
proletarian revolutions in the West. Just because
has so inexcusably delayed its bourgeois revoluti
the most backward land shows ways and methods
extended class struggle for the proletariat of G
many and the most advanced capitalist lands.”

Then she quoted Kautsky in 1910 portraying h
“chaotic” the peasant uprisings of 1905 were and h
“inapplicable” they were to Germany. She contras
these 1910 statements to what he had written in 19
holding that it was a reversal of the truth as to b
facts and theory.

Kautsky, she continued, had written in his “The
and Practice” article that he was re-establishing t
Marxian dialectics “against the distortion of the dialec
totality through an over-emphasis on the limited 2
purely political aim.” Luxemburg exposed Kautsk
claim as follows:

“The picture of chaotic, ‘amorphous, primiti
strikes by the Russian workers . . . is a bloom
fantasy . . . These strikes, from which as bolc
creation as the famous Petersburg Council
Workers’ Delegates was born for unified leaders!
of the entire movement in the giant empire—th
Russian strikes and mass strikes were so far fr
being ‘amorphous and primitive’ that in boldne

; strength, class solidarity, tenacity, material- gai
progressive .aims and organizational resuits, ti
could safely be set alongside any ‘western Eu
pean’ irade umon movement.”

In !t‘aot Luxexmburg insisted, the so-called two st
tegies of “attrition” and “overthrow” for which Kauts
was making that “crude contrast between’ revolutlon{
Russia and parliamentary Western Europe” wias “noth;
but a rationalization of Kaufsky’s refusal to favor
miass strike.” "Furthermore, she continued, spontanq
in the Russian mass strikes was not lackmg in
rational” strike leadership as Kautsky now claimed, 1
in faoct, both as rational leadership and as spontanee
strikes, the General Mass Strike in Russia .achie
more, concretely, for the Russian proletariat, than 4
“plan” of the GSD. ) |

. Inher “Theory and Practice” -article, she strest
that the so-called “two strategies”, far from being
torically” justifiable, were a total deviation from .
burning questions of the here and now—the 1910 stri
and . demonstrations, as well as the prepam'tions for
1912 ‘election. Not only was the real issue whether
not the GSD should, ‘under the concrete circumstan
of the day, agitate for a General Marss Strike, but W
Kautsky the whole relationship of theory to‘ pracﬁ
was 'thereby made very nearly irreconcilable:

“Heaven-storming. theory — and ‘attritxon’
practice; 'most revolutionary perspectives in
clouds—and Reichstag mandate as sole. perspect
in reality . . . It seems that ‘theory’ does not mer)

. ‘stride -forward’ more slowly than ‘practice’: a
from time to fime it also goes tumbling backwa

. Reichstag elections and mandate—that is Mo
and the prophets"’

Finally, with her article, “A.t‘trmon or Oolhsmn
Luxemburg moved in, if not for the kill, certhinly

the denouement of Kautsky's “history culling”. Supy
ing, she wrote, that we would see something relev.
for our day in those two strategies in ancient Ro

it still would remain a fact that the way Kautsky ¢

- 5 It was this Resolution thof she used as proof of German pr|

i tarian solidarity with the Russian proletoriat, in her greeting
the 1907 Congress of the Russian Social-Democratic - Labor P
(RSDRP). See Appendix for my translation of the entire s

6 Rosa Luxemburg, “Theory and Practice”, Neue leit, Ju|y 22
29, 1910, is found in Gesommelte Werl(e, Vol. PO,

The first English translation of this article by Dov:d Wolff
been published by News & Letters and can be ordered for
by writing to. 2832 E. Grand Blvd., Detroit, Mich. 48211,
i .7 Rosa Luxemburg, “Attrition or Collision?”” is included in
; semmelte Werke, Vol. 2, pp. 344-377. A translation of the.
hon on Fabius Cuncfator is mcluded in the N i
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over Morocco—and Hushed-Up "Woman Question’

(seated) is the great Nama guerrilla leader — Jacob Morenga, whe was murdered by the Cape Mounties in the

Kalahari Desert, 1908,

"ilistory, it is totally false, The great historian, Mommsen,

has long since shown that the inventor of the theory .

of attrition, Fabius Cunctator, became “famous™ for his
“masterly inaction” theory since; far from winning any
battles against Hannibal, he earned such infamy that

the Romans decided net to suffer any longer from his

generalship and had him replaced.

A's she had already shown in both her “Theory and
Practice” and her “Attrition or Collision?” articles, this
stretching inte Roman history—which was supposedly
more relevant to the 1910 dispute than were her articles

-on- General Mass Strike—was not only irrelevant but

totally false. AH it did was to lead Kautsky into glorify-
ing German history as a “century of Prussian glory.”
As she pointed out in “Our Struggle for Power”:

“And now let’s take a look at the wars which
Germany has fought in the meantime. The first was
the ‘glorious’ Chinese war, whose slogan ran: Pris-
oners will  not be taken, etc. Then in 1904 came

- the even more glorious Herero war. The Hereros
are a Negro people who for centuries have clung

to. their native soil, and made it fertile with their

- sweat. Their ‘crime’ lay in this: that they would

not spinelessly surrender themselves to the rapacious

robber barons of industry, to: the white slave owners;

that they defended their homeland against foreign

invaders. In this war as well, German arms richly
covered themselves with-—renown. Herr von Trotha
issued the well-known general order: every Negro
found armed will be shot down—no quarter will be
given. The men were shot; women and children by
the hundreds were hunted into the burning desert,
and the wreath of their parched bones bleaches in

‘ “the murderous Omaheke—a glory garland of German

. arms!”8

Il “THE MOROECO INCIDENT”

- in 1898, and plunged into the ‘debate against re-
formism, the question that kept cropping up was
. what ‘'we now call the “Third World.” No méatter

N Evr«m SINCE SHE HAD LANDED in Germany, back

" what the year, no matter what the place, no ‘mather
whether it was a question of theory or of practice, her
* ‘hawk’s eye kept following advanced ‘capitalism’s exten-

sion into imperialism, As we saw in the first chapter,
she bad written to Jogiches in: 1899 (and, .in fact, ‘it
was published in the Leipziger Volkszeitung on March 13,
1899) that a new shift in global politics had been taking
place ever since 1895; when Japan attacked China. More-
over it wasn’t only a question of Japan's imperialist

intrusion. “There was the German imperialist venture, -

the Anglo-Boer war, the U.S. intrusion into Latin

" America, '

And here we were iny 1910 and she found no one
less than Kautsky lauding a “century of Prussian glory”

as if it wasn’t personified by Wilkelm II's exhortation

to the German soliders in that “Hunn campaign”® to

- emulate their ‘ancestors the Hunns and teach the Chinese - 4

a lesson in “frightfulness.” The Chinese didn’t forget.
But they remembered it s an anti-imperialist popular

‘uprising that broke out in northern China in 1899! -

In 1900, at the very first Congress Luxemburg at-

“tended when she became a German citizen, she had

8 Rosa Luxemburg, “Our Struggle for Power”, Gesammelte Werke,
Vol. -2, pp. 530-541.

9 On May 29, 1913, in an article called “Die weltpolitische Lage”
("“The World Political Situation’’) in: Leipziger Volkszeitung, she
wrote: ““Then came the Hunn campaigin in China, to which
Wilhelm 1 sent the soldiers with the slogan: Quarter will not
be given, prisoners will not be taken. The soldiers were to wreak
havoc “like the  Hunns so.that for o thousand years no Chinese
would dare cosf}squinljing‘{ envious eyes on a éer
melte Werke, Vol. 3, p. 212, ' R

man.” Gesem-"

already projected a need for anti-colonial action. On
May 15, 1902, she had an article in the Leipziger Volks-
zeitung on imperialist maneuvers worldwide, specifically
Martinique. In 1905, with the first “Morocco incident”

she at once raised questions of anti-militarism and anti- .

imperialism. ) .

.~ As we see, prescience of the deep opportunism in

. Karl Kautsky, when all still considered him the authori-

tative voice of Marxism, was by no means limited to
the question of the General Mass Strike, much less

.that of the question of. suffrage, but was integral to the
very concept of what is a proletarian revolution.

No doubt the GSD leadership thought they had

brought her down to size when the Congress that year

rejected her resolution “that the fight for suffrage in
Prussia can be waged to victory only through' great
determined mass action in which all means must be
employed, including the political general strike if nec-
essary.” But the 1910 battles with Kautsky and Bebel
had no sooner ended than it once again became clear
to -her that the question of fighting opportunism was

not. only a matter of domestic policies, but of inter- ‘

national policy.

On July 1, 1911, the German gunboat Panther sailed

into Moroceo. The first letters of the International So-

cialist Bureau that Luxemburg received as a member of

that Bureau showed that the leadership was a great

‘deal more concerned with the electoral battles going

on in Germany, than with Germany's imperial act.
Indeed, not only was no struggle against their govern-
ment proposed at the moment, and not only was the
news presetited as if peace rather than war was in the

. air, but it was clear that the only thing that worried

the GSD was that any opposition might harm the electoral

.70 years. after its

“If one grasps the social and historic conditions
'which lie at the root of the Russian revolution’s
specific new form of struggle, the mass strike action

of the proletariat’s revolutionary struggle come into
‘. consideration even more for western Europe than
- in Russia, . ’ o

“ . . it seems to me that what matters is not merely
to . portray revolutionary struggles and their outer
Never Land—and to project their general schemm:

those slogans in the practice which will release the
maximum of the proletariat’s revolutionary energy
:nd drive the situation forward the farthest and
. fastest.” .

Translated by i)avid Wolff ,
Includes also: excerpts from Luxemburg’s
' “Attrition or Collision?”
' Price: $2.00. plus 50c postage

= Order fljnm: News & Letters, 2832 E. Grand Bivd,
Room 316, Detroit, MI .48211._ C

initial ‘German plib!icgﬁon News & Letters proudly ’present's'
The first English translation of Rosa Luxemburg’s

THEORY and PRACTICE __

.'. . then it is clear that mass strikes as the form

course in-theoretical abstraction—that is, in Never- -
it is equally a matter of giving, at the same time,

;" g . - ¥ - ) T ’ ‘A’.

victory they counted on for the 1912 elections, g
! X published the “private” letter and her

-own analysis in the Leipuiger Velkszeitung of July 24,

1911. When more letters and leaflets, each one more
ambivalent than the one before, continued to flow her
way, she wrote the sharpest of  all critiques, “Unser
Marokko-Flugblatt,” which appeared in the Leipziger

" Volkszeitung of Aug. 26, 1911 —  after the executive’s

manifesto had been published in Vorwarts of Aug. 9,
1911. What she castigated was the pusilanimity, not to
mention belatedness of their manifesto for any serious
struggle ‘against the war-mongering bourgeoisie. Instead
of a serious Marxist analysis of a burning issue, she
said, they were getting “Social-Democratic political
twaddle.” By now the question was more than “an in-
ternational policy in general, and the Morocco affair in
particular.” What was imperative for German Marxists
was an expose as to how the “Morocco affair” was
related to  the “internal development of German mili-
tarism . . . and Germany’s urge for world power.” She
concluded: -

“Let us add that in the whole of the leaflet
there is not one word about the colonized nations,
not a-word. about their: rights, interests; and suf-
ferings because of international policy. The leaflet
several times speaks of ‘England’s splendid colonial
policy’ without mentioning the periodic starvation
and spread of typhoid in India, extermination of the
Australian aborigines, and the horse whip on the
backs of the Egyptian peasants.” :

Whereupon, all the furies descended upon her for
“breach of discipline,” for “disloyalty”. and “indiscre-
tion” for having published a letter ¢hat had been meant
only for the eyes of the ISB: : S C

By the-time the 1911 Congress opened in September
the Executive Committee tried reducing the question
of what she did, and when she did it, as if it were
only a question of making public what had been sent
to her in “private.” Yet so great still was the name of
the GSD, and so far distant and unrelated to organiza-

tional growth was the question of imperialism, that the

lem.iership did succeed: in diverting attention from the
pi).htical analysis to the question of “a breach of disci.
pline.” ‘ o '

IV TONE-DEAFNESS T0
MALE CHAUVINISM

N THE PROCESS OF THE DEBATE on the so-called
“breach of discipline,” male chauvinism had raised
its ugly head, as we will shortly see. That it- was
not only-male chauvinism’s ugly head, but that of-

(Continued on Page 8)
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~ THE BREAK WITH KAUTSKY, 1910 1911

Kar] Leibknecht addressing an anti-war demonstration in 1910.

~ (Continued from Page 7)

imperialism which the German Social- Democracy was
not- up to confronting, as Luxemburg rightly insisted,
- is seen .clearest at the meeting of the International So-
cialist Bureau in Zurich, on Sept. 23, 1811, the week
following the Congress in Jena. There, with international
representatives like Lenin present, they withdrew their
motion to censure Luxemburg; but managed, with the
support of others, like Plekhanov, to contain the dis-
cussion over the Morocco crisis. Thus, when Lenin came
to Luxemburg’s defense, Zinoviev re*ponted “the thunder
“.and ' lightning descended upon him as well. Vladimir
Ilich appealed to Plekhanov . . . but . . . Com, Plek-
.- hanov replied that the ear shouhi not grow beyond the
forehead, that we (Russians) should keep silent; that
swhen: we  had -millions; of members as the German
‘Social-Democracy had, then we should also be considered.
But for the time being we were merely ‘poor relations.’
- After listening to Plekhanov, Vliadimir Ilich slammed the
2 door: and left the meeting.”10

The Minutes of the GSD Congress in Jemall the
week before tell the whole story; it was there where the
male chauvinism dominated the discussion over  what
they called “the Morocco incident.”

It isn’t that there wasn’t also. some humor in the
discussion, for s Luxemburg put it: “When the party
executive asserts something, 1 would never dare not to
“believe it, for as -a faithful party member the old saying
holds for me: Credo quia absurdum—I believe it pre-
--eisely because it is absurd.” And later she turned to

.-‘Bebel, ‘whom she - accused of hearing only with his

“nght ear” (i.e. from the most conservative -benches,
where the Baden delegates sat): “In all my life, I have
“‘never seen a picture of such pathetic confusion. (Laugh-
ter. Bebel shouts: Now, now!) This is why I am not
cross with you for your accusations. I forgive you and
~offer you the fatherly advice (Bebel: The motherly
--advice. Great amusement.): do better in the future.”

: Even - when there were hisses for Luxemburg’s
attitude to Bebel, there was also great applause for her
anti-militarist stand. Clearly, there was a deep anti-mili-
_-tarist and anti-colonialist feeling in the German Social-
-Democracy, As Ledebour (who was no friend of Luxem—
burg’s) put it, rising to her defense:

“As I prophesxed a trap was set .for Rosa
Luxemburg out .of the publication of the letter,
and they made use of the truly unjustified over-haste
"with which she criticized the leaflet. All that is
being used to disguise the real heart of the matter.
Com. Luxemburg has frequently come into conflict
with me . . . we will come into conflict’ even more
‘often ... . (but) the mass demonstrations against
war and the war-mongers such as have taken place
.- .are not the achievement of Muller and the execu-
tive . . . but of Com. Luxemburg, through her
critique.”

I wasn’t rfot lack of awareness about the pervasive
male - chauvinism that Luxemburg acted tone-deaf. But
50 determined was she that nothing should- divert from
the political issues in dispute that she allowed the leaders
to hush up. the matter, though it involved her own
. ,le'adershrp It had been her ‘principle always to ignore

any sign of male chauvinism, not even letting the word
_pass her 1lips. It isn’t that she wasn’t aware of its exist-
ence but-she held that since it was due to capitalism,
‘. it~ could be abolished only. with the abolition of capital-
ism, Just as she had learned to live with an underlying
- ‘anti-Semitism in the Party,12 so she learned to live with
~what in our eraf.has been challenged by name—specific-

10 Quoted by Olaa Hess Gankin and H. H, Flsher in The Bolsheviks
. and the World Waor (Stonford Univ. Press, 1940), pp. 24-25.

m The quotes which follow- were translated from Pn!okoll
L7 19TV (Berlin: Buchhandlung Yorwarts, 191 )

2 On the question of - anti-Semitism. as well as. the whole question
how 'the Drayfus affair affected the GSD in general and Rosa
: Luxemburg in “particular, see Daniel Guerin's  Introduction to
:Rosa W Le_Seciglism
Belfond or an- English translation of Luxemburg's article,
o’b\:ﬁ*-’Cnsrs in Frgnce;"" see' New International, July, 1939,

. Jena,

¢ en France (Paris: Editions Piefees . .

vi»)" N I i

ally, male chauvinism. She took no issue with it, though
it stuck out from all over that the polemics against
her, now that she disagreed with the core of the orthodox
leadership, had an extra sharp edge which no male
opponent had to suffer. Here, for example, is a sample
of the letters that passed between Bebel and Adler:13

. . . the poisonous bitch will yet do a lot of
damiage, all the more because she is as clever as a
monkey (blitzgescheit) while on the other hand her
sense of responsibility is totally lacking and her
only motive is an almost perverse desire for self-
justification . . , ” (Victor Adler to August Bebel,
Aug. 5, 1910.) :

. with all the wretched female’s squirts of
poison I wouldn’t have the party without her.”
(Bebel's reply to Adler, Aug. 16, 1910.)

Male chauvinism was far from being just a creep-
ing phenomenon in the established revolutionary social-
ist movement. Much less was it charactetistic only of

some rank-and-file members. In a well-documented the-

sis, “Clara Zetkin: A Left-wing Socialist and Feminist in
Wilhelmian Germany,”14 we see that, on the very same

- day that' Bebel wrote the above letter to Adler (Aug. 16,
1910), he wrote to Karl Kautsky: -

; “It is an odd thing about women. If their par-
tialities or passions or vanities come anywhere into
question and are not given consideration, or, let
alone, are injured, then even the most mtelhgent of

them ﬂles off the handle and becomes hostile to the

point of absurdity. Love and hate lie sxde by side, a
regulating rdason does not exist.”

The virulent male chauvinism permeated the whole
party including both August Bebel, the author of Woman
and Socialism, who had created a myth about himself as
a veritable feminist, and Karl Kautsky, the main the-
oretician of the whole International, Thus, after Luxem-
burg’s break with him in 1911, when Zetkin also sup-
ported Luxemburg’s position, and as they faced an ap-
proaching Party <Congress in 1913, Kautsky warned
Bebel: “the two females and their followers are planning
an attack on all central positions.” None of this changed
the standing ‘of that fundamental text of the socialist
women’s movement, Woman and Seocialism, which had
gone through’ innumerable editions,

The myth very nearly continues to this day, and in

13 Peter Nettl, Rosa Luxemburg, 2 vols. {London: Oxford Univ. Press,
1966), p. 432.

14 Karen. Honeycutt, Doctoral Thesis for Columbia University, 1975.

any case, in the 1910 11 period; both the authon’cy of
the GSD in general and .Bebel in. particular on the

“Woman Question” was unchallenged everywhere in the -

world at the very time he was co-organizing the cam-
paign fagainst Lixxemlburg. It is high time to turn to this
question now. This is not only because the hushed-up
phenomenon of -the “Woman Question” is totally un-
acceptable to women  liberationists today, but because
it is only today that Marx’s very different concept of

women’s liberation is first being grappled with. It is -

no accident that only in our own day — 100 years after
they were first written — has Marx’s very last research,
the Ethnological Notebooks, been published.!5

It is therefore only now that we can see that it
wasn’t only that the “young Marx” in 1844 raised ,the
Man/Woman relationship as a most important pivot in
that new continent of thought he was dlscovermg-—a
“new Humanism”—but that the mature Marx in the
very last years of his life, 1880-1883, was engaged in
the latest research in ethnology as well as in answering
the sharpest question raised on the .concrete scene of
Russia and on the concrete relationship between the
“West” and the “East”, that is between the technolog-
ically advanced and the most backward countries. That
this.is also the most relevant question of our day is
clear from both the emergence of the Third World and
the new questions of world revolutlon

The relatmnshxp of theory to revolution was a pre-
occupation of Luxemburg long before the debate lead-
ing to the break with Kautsky. Just as both in 1908 at
the Nuremberg Congress where she identified oppor-
tunism- with  hostility to theory as she spoke on the

 need for the Party School to continue, and in 1910 she

related opportunism both:to inaction and lack of revo-
lutionary theory, so in 1911, there was no doubt what-
ever that Luxemburg considered theory the lifeblood
of the movement in general and the leadership in par-
ticular, but held that"the established leadership was
quite anemic ‘on the -question. She decided that the
new . crisis. caused by the phenomenon of. imperialsm
had to be probed further, much further.

Here is what she wrote to Konstantin Zetkin in
November, 1911: “I want to find the cause of imperial-
ism. I am following up the economic aspects of this
concept . . . it will be a strictly scientific explanatlon
of 1mper1ahsm and xts confradiction.”

Her characterlstxc confidence in the masses and
their spontaneity had, as we saw, so deepened with her
experience in the 1905 Revolution that she considered
leaders simply to be the ones who had “the speaking
parts”, Since ‘‘any mass action once unleashed, must
move forward”, the masses will also succeed in pushlng
the 1ackada1s1ca1 leadership forward. And what in the
years 1910-11 did the leadership’s role turn out to be?
We aren’t given the answer. Only one thmg is clear
beyond the shadow of a doubt, and that is that the
break with Kautsky and Bebel was irrevocable, though
there was no . organizational break; the unity of the
party ‘remained to her unchangeable. But she kept her
distance from the leaders who practiced leadership as

-if they were government rulers, though they did not

have state power

15 For a full anovysls, see draft chapter publlshed in Jan.-Feb. 1979
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Two Ma ] or Works Of Raya Duilayevskaya

“The German Social Democracy was_ indeed the most elaborately organized
socialist movement the world had ever seem ...
organized strength, in and of itself, would ma;ke capitalistic 'war impossible . .. .
Missing from their picture of organized capitalism and no “great wars” was the
dialectic of the “minor incidents,” from the imperialistic carving up of Africa to
? —from Ch. 9, “The Second International, 1889 to 1914.”

PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION:
From Hegel to Sartre, and from Marx to Mao

" “The uniqueness of today’s Women’s Liberation movement is that ‘it dares to
challenge what is, including the male chauvinism not only under capitalism but
within the revolutionary movement 1tself »__from Ch, 9,

, Marxism and Freedom, $6: Philosophy -and Revoluﬁon $8 95; add 50¢ postage.
Ol;del; frpm, News | & Letters,,2832 E. Grand Blivd Detroxt MI 48211 - '
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: " CARTER'S WAR DRIVE—AND ITS OPPOSITION

It was ‘very helpful to read your
article on “Carter’s Drive to War,” espe-
cially the part about  Afghanistan, I
think very few people know about the
history of the revolution in that country,
only what they read in the newspapers.
So when I went to a meeting on Afghan-
istan, and there was a journalist speak-
ing' who had been “behind the lines”
over there, it didn’t surprise me to hear
him building up Sayed Ahmad Gailani
as a great hero. I had already learned
in N&L that he was the owner of the
Peugeot dealershlp in Kabul!

Anti-war activist
; New Jersey
N . ¥ RS * 4

From Britain I want to say that I feel
solidarity with you, who face the spectre
of “anti-communism™ perhaps rising

again internally in the U.S.A. Here the
.Labour Party Left wing, although no al-
ternative to capitalism, (in the sense
that it preaches true state-capitalism)
needs to have cover from the Left, and
thus has been quite effective in stoppmg
the . MeCarthyism - inside the Labour
Party, What if anything is being done
to.stop a new McCarthyism in the US.A?
' : - Reader

o L R * ,
I was astounded at an anti-draft meet-

ing recently when the national secretary

for C.A.R.D. (Coalition Against Regis-
itration and the Draft) proceeded to
.relate the history. of the anti-draft

lmovement in this country. He began the

lustory of the anti-draft movement with
'the 1863 New York anti-conscription
lriots which consisted of anti-Black lynch
'mobs who cheered Jefferson Davis while

.and driven from their homes. -

For socialists to equate the American
Civil War, which Marx eonsxdened a
‘revolutxonary upheaval that remains un-
finished, with the situation that the
a_mtidraft"/ anti-imperialist - movements
face today, is to understand neither the
nature of imperialism nor the forces
gathering along the -lines of the anti-
war. movement for- the American Tevo-

lution-todbe, ,
Leu Turner
" Detreit

*- * *

tlon voted at its very first meeting not
to- discuss why each person there was
against the draft. But the objective sit-

third meeting a whole debate broke
out when the group was to vote on the
wording of ‘a: petition — whether to be
speclflc as to what they are agamst, or
narrow it all to just being anti-draft.
The group voted on narrowing, but ten
minutes. later voted  again and decided
that they must include positions on anti-

. A NOTE ON
‘OUR NEW LOGO
Regular readers of News & Lel-
. ters will have poticed that we are
h'yxngoutanewlogoonpagel
of this special issue. With it, we
~ continue a period of discussion
'and experimentation on the make-
up of our paper—the voice of
Marxist-Humanism_ We invite not {,
‘only your. comments, but drawings
- and sketches of your own 1deas
as well 5

,,,,,

Wales

thousands of Blacks were beaten, burned

. 'The Queens College anti-draft coali- -

uation has its magnetic pull, and by the

war and m:htanzatlon of the economy.

bR T

What all of this reminded me of is-

the 1907 London Congress of the RSDLP,
discussed by Raya Dunayevskaya -in
“Before and After the.1905 Revolution,”

where Lenin and Luxemburg wanted to'

- talk” about the nature of the ongoing
revolution, and no others wanted . to,
And yet when it came right down to it,

_ all were compelled to. speak on the

subject, I sure can understand the chap-
ter better now that we are. actually

- involved in a s1tuatmn which in certain

ways resembles that 1907 meeting.

 Bonnie Mullaney
New York

.
ROSA -LUXEMBURG:
AN ONGOING mscussmN

It was with much mterest that I'k

read Raya Dunayevskaya’s chapter on

Rosa Luxemburg in the Jan-Feb. issue -
of your paper. In spite of her incorrect -
analysis in ‘Accumulation - of Capital, I.

consider her to be the only real Marxist
theoretician of  the first decade of the

-~ twentieth century ‘There was much that
was new to me, in-particular Rosa and .

the “woman questlon »-T think her con-
cephon of orgamzatlon and class “con-
sciousness is most important for today

asagoodantldotetovanguardlst sub-\

stitutionism_
One criticism. In- attacking Bernstein,

" Rosa was not really attacking the prob- -
lem. Bernstein’s revisionism flowed na-

turally from the nature of the SPD. The
. Erfurt Program which she defended was
not a Marxist document; and  neither
was its author,’ Karl Kautsky There was

. no “golden age” of Marxism ifi the SPD,
which was always rather more Lasallean .

than Marxist. I do not know why social-
ists persist in maintaining the myth that
the German Social Democracy was a
Marxist party .

*- 'New reader .
Bntish Oolumbia )

. ® * *

As an Iranian woman. T saw great

_relevance in Dunayevskaya's study of .
- the 1905 revolution for the 18805, During

* the 1979 Iranian revolutlon the so-called
‘Marxist Left, far from bemg an intel-

. lectual arm to help the proletariat, gave

support — critical and non-critical —

to the clergy. AHl of this permitted the

- clergy’s transformation into. a strong,

reactionary party, But contrast that fo .
what Lenin said after the 1905 revolu-
" tion, that “practice does not erase dif-‘

ferences but enhvens them.” .- &
 Iranian ‘woman
San Francisco

£ = * :

I found much direction in the way
Raya Dunayevskaya traced the relation-
ip of Rosa Luxemburg to-Leo Jogiches

Chapter One of Rosa Luxemburg,

Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Philos-
ophy of Revolution. You :see their re-
htronslnp as~a more important measur-
ing rod than ‘ever before. Under the

pull of Luxemburg’s encounter with the-
objective situation, with masses in mo-

~tion, with Marx’s phllosophy of revolu-
tion, she developed a new: attifude to-
wards her former leadeér, Jogiches,

It shows that the relationship of man’

to woman is measured not by attitudes
to the “woman question,” or man/worhan
in molatlon but by attitudes to revolu-

tion in which women, women as revolu-

honanes, women as theoret:clans play

-'a - eénteal ‘role. This is ‘so-bebdatise soclalr"

revolutmn Aand the process, revolutlon-

" aries engage in to achieve it, entails so

total an uprooting that all relations are’
_transcended and recreated .on new
grounds,

Engene Walker
Los Angeles
§ g
- THE USES OF OIL

Carter’s latest proposal to drive up
the price of gas about 10c with a new
tax is getting a lot of opposition, as well
it should. But really, can’t the news
media see that the decontrol passed last
year is already a tax on working people
10 times bigger? Last mght 1 paid $1738
a gallon for no-lead gas Where will it
stop? ‘

~ Working woman
St. Leouis, Mo.

* * *

We had an unusual demonstration
here in Chicago. It was consumer groups
and_striking Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers (OCAW) members rallying in

front of the Standard Oil building. One
.~ of the banners really struck me as catch-

ing the essence of the present situation.
It read:
Held Hostage. Day 4752 ;

: o Reader
Chicago
®

" PETR UHL IN SOLITARY

All readers of N&L should know that
Petr Uhl, the Czechoslovak human rights-
fighter and revolutionary socialist, who

- was sentenced to five years in prison in

October, 1979, has now. been confined

. to sohtary in the maximum security
Mirov. prison. Uhl was sentenced along -

with Vaclav Benda, Otta Bednarova and
Jiri Dienstbier srmply for being a mem-

"ber of the “Committee for the Defense

of Unjustly Persecuted Persons”"
(VONS). His present - condition is un-
known; Letters of solidarity can be sent
to him by writing: Petr Uhl 8-10-1941/
PS 1/7, 789 53 NVS MS, erov Czecho-

slovakla

A Supporter of Czechoslovak freedom
: Frankfurt. W. Germany

]
'WOMEN'S INTERNATIONALISM

' “Mere1 beaucoup" for the beautiful -

International Women’s Day issue of Des
Femmes en mouvements hebde, You
don’t have to read French to appreciate

-the many messages of- solidarity from

women’s groups all over the world —
including one from Women’s Liberation
News & Letters—in their own languages
as well'as French, and the many beauti-
ful photographs of women in freedom

 movements the world over. To subscribe,
write:
hebdo, 70, rue des Saim§-Peres, 75007

Des Femmes en mouvementis

Paris, France.

- ‘Women’s Liberation, News & Letters
o Detroit

e
BRITISH STEEL STRIKE

. There have been some eetzbacks in the .

current British labor -struggles. While
the British Steel Corporation workers

are- still holding out strongly after 10 -
. weeks on strike, a back-to-work move-

ment has arisen among. workers at pri-
vate steel plants (who had walked out

-in support of those in the nationalized
sector). And although on some days,
"mass’ plcketing has closed down' pnvete

...............

“The Oil Sham Crisis. OCAW

T

~ sources,”

NARP Y Y L N

sending the daily press into fits of hys-
teria, with headlines like “Anarchy Has
Won!” — as soon as the pickets moved-
elsewhere the workers came back and -
the plant reopened, . ;
One bright note has been the recep-
tion accorded Sir Keith Joseph, Secre-
tary for Industry, and a Milton Friedman
disciple, by striking workers in' South

- Wales, When he suggested that the rea-

son for high unemployment’ was immi-

- gration (surprise), he was shouted down

and pelted with eggs and tomatoes. The
fight is definitely not over. _
Dick Abernethy -
England
° .

ECOLOGY ACTIONS

I thought you might like to hear how
Indonesian farmers in West Java staged
an instant rectification of an environ-
mental problem in a country ruled by

~a very repressive regime. ‘Drawn by the

sound of drums, they converged on a
factory which for three years had been
destroying their fields and - drinking "
water with its toxic wastes. The factory,

. United Chemical Industnes owrnied by .

the Indonesian government was burned
to the ground. ) .
4 Observer

. * * *

I loved the, Readers’ View last issue
on labor trouble at the “alternatwe en-
ergy” windmill factory in Berkeley. You
could really see that in this society the
greatest energy doesn’t come from either -
conventronal or alternate “energy.
but from workers,

Chrysler ‘worker
Detroit

®
‘RENAISSANCE MAN‘?

" The kfex‘ence" in the conclusion of
Dunayevskaya’s - critiqgue of Marcuse’s
One-Dimension Man (N&L, March, 1980)

to the “Renaissance Man” mtngued me

quite a bit.,, I agree with her that the
time of the truly “well-rounded person
is still to come, that it was not lost with.
Leonardo da Vmcl The quest for human
individuality - that links up with all the
rest of the world’s individuals is to me
a subject that needs more treatment in
N&L. .
.. Teacher
S New York
. ] o
POST-OLYMPIC PRISON

Now that the hoopla over the Winter
Olympics is over; I think people should
know about the movement. to stop the
government from turning the Olympie
athletes’ housing into a medium-security
prison for 500 youth, Their protests at
the Games were )omed by Mohawk In-
dians from upstate New York, demand-
ing that theitr sovereign rights be re-

‘spected by the staté. Many of the youth-

prisoners who would end¢up at Lake
Placid’s new prison would ‘Native
Americans, .

+It makes me furious to tlunk that
under: capitalism “the development of
human power which is its own end” is_

_ only “funded” when it can be turned
. into its opposite’ — the complete waste

of human potential that a prison per-

petuates. Is that why the Olympics were
held? I thought it was supposed to have
somethmg to do to the development of
beauty and,gtacet el .} g R
P '.'34.'.18"3"‘"’@' G.d:‘*‘~ “in?
G q'nemit
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- the broad unity of the movement be maintained, Here
- Trotsky - writes his Zimmerwald Thesis, in which he

even opposes naming Karl Liebknecht as a symbol of

--the . anti-war movement, contending that this would
be “‘a personification,” ‘making it more difficult to get”

universal support. : '
) Throughout those c¢ritical years 1915-17, under the
impact of the ‘greatest crisis since the 1905 Revolution,

- one would think that Trotsky’s theory of jpermanent rev-
olution would develop new life. The fact is there is no

indication from Trotsky’s writings in that period that it

.~'was anywhere in the forefront of his thinking.

k ‘Socialist Humanism, he did so, not as an academician, .

FROM WORLD WAR I TO 1917 , :
Lo I/-,‘m"Lenin those three years were far different. And

The ‘March. 18, 1980 press wires carried the sad

days short of his 80th birthday, and he ‘had been ill
for several years, Fromm was both intellectually and

on -a-new book. In praising him only as a “famous

“psychoanalyst,” the press, by no accident at all, failed
to mention that he was a Socialist Humanist, Moreover,

in-writing Marx’s Concept of Man (which succeeded in
introducing Marx’s Humaniist essays to a wide American
publie), in editing the first international symposium on

- but ‘as an activist. In inviting me to participate in that

dialogue between East and West as well as North and

South, he stressed that “it took quite a bit of courage
on ‘their (East European) part o write something for
this volume, for no matter how diplomatic the language,

~ they were open attacks on the Soviet Union.”

: Erich Fromm was an original, In attempting to
fuse Marx ‘and Freud, it wasn’t so much::the audacious-
ness of such @ move in the 1920s that needs to be

" stressed, but the fact that even when he was a most
‘orthodox Freudian, it was social psychology that inter-

ested him; his use of psychoanalytic mechanisms were

“as a sort of mediating concept between the individual

and the social. In any case, as he moved @way from
orthodox  Freudianism to elaborate his own version, it
was clear that he was breaking not only with Freud
but with the famous Frankfurt School and its “Critical
Theory,” -and that, not because he was moving away

‘from Marxism, but coming closer to it. Here is how

* he put it in his intellectual autobiography:

“I consider Marx, the thinker, as being of much
greater depth and scope than Freud . . . But even
_when all of this is said, it would be naive to ignore
Freud’s importance . . his discovery of unconscious
processes and of the dynamic nature of character

~ traits is a-unique contribution to the science of man
" which has ‘altered the picture of man for all time

" mews of Erich Fromm’s death. Although.this was but 5

- emotionally so alert and active that he was at work

to come.” (Beyond the Chains of Hlusion: My En-

counter with Marx and Fremd by Erich Fromm.)
On Fromm’s initiative, (and.to my great surprise

since I kept far away from any psychoanmalysts even -
_when they laid claim to Marxism), I received a con-

gratulatory létter from him on the publication in 1958
of my Marxism and Freedom. The period of the 1950s

was a most -difficuit one for Marxists, what with Me-
. Carthyism as well as nuclear bomb development per-

meating the land. Dr. Fromm had helped organize the
National ‘Committee Tor a Sane Nuclear Policy in 1857,
but that was nof what he wrote to me about. Rather,

the subject that then aroused his passionate interest was

the restoration of Marxism in its original form of “a

new, humanism,” cleansed of the perversion of Russian -

-. and Chinese Communism. So magnificently any objective

. cept of

* majority opinion- of American Jews. I ‘wrote

o o

sharplem.dmuthls .concept of freedom . ,-.”

"human being was he that he refused to be deterred
either by the fact that I let my hostility to psycho-

analysts show by telling him that workers in Detroit
shops referred {0 them as “head shrinks,” or even by
the fact that I criticized his own essay on “Marx’s Con-
Man” as abstract, Here is what he answered me:
“As to your criticism of my essay that it is too
abstract and does not discuss the humanism of
‘Marxism concretely, I cannot offer any argument
.. s to the substance of the points you make
about ‘the concrete nature of Marx’s humanism, I
naturally entirely agree with you. Also about what
you write of the role of the plant psychoanalyst
and Daniel Bell’s position.”*

Our correspondence continued for two decades, It

‘also gave me rare glimpses into the whole subject of
~the - famous : Frankfurt School,. of which he was, after

all}’ one of its most famous personages, the one who

. *In another letter Fromm wrote: “My relations with
- Commentary are not good. Years ago Mr. Podhoretz
tejected. something I had written because it contradicted |
him-a

3 7
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~ Erich Fromm, Socialist Humanist

_ counter-revolution is attacking the

 Baruch Knei-Paz on Trotsky’s thought: o critique

even if oine{ wished, as Knei-Paz does, to dismiss Lenin’s
1914-15 study of Hegel’'s Science of Legic as “jottings”
(p-476), that break with his own philosophic past- led

directly to the writing of Imperialism, to his position on-
national self-determination, and to State and Revolution

(which is, by the way, full of extracts from  Marx’s
writings). Most of all, Lenin’s break in 1914-15 was the
ground for his April Theses, putting an end {o the
“bourgeois democratic revolution” and maising instead
the platform of “All power to the Soviets.” ‘ -
Here, exactly here, is when Trotsky returns to
Russia, still arguing with Lenin. And then, when the
eviks, Trotsky
courageously joins the party. But who joined whom?
Trotsky would later be convinced that it was Lenin who

influenced them all on the “integration” of Psycho-
analysis. into Marxism. The. lengthy unabating, sharp
debate with Herbert Marcuse in the pages of Dissent
over 1955 and 1956 was not the main issue. He retained

too much- regard for Herbert Marcuse’s Reason and

Revolution as the seminal work it was. No, what did
arouse his ire most was the duality of Adorno’s and
Horkheimer’s departure from Marxism on the one hand,
and the attraction that that held for the “New Left.”
Here is how he summed it up in a letter to ine dated

November 25, 1976:

" past. Thus, he found Bachofen’s studies into matriarchal -

.

“I get' quite a few questions from various
people who study the history of the Frankfurt
 Sechool. It’'s really a funny story; Horkheimer is
now quoted as the creator of the critical theory and

people write about the critical theory as if it were .

a new concept discovered: by Horkheimer. As far
as T know, the whole thing is a hoax, because
Horkheimer was frightened . . . of speaking about

Marx’s theory. He used genetral Aesopian language

and spoke of critical theory in order not to say

Marx’s theory. I believe that that is all behind this

discovery of critical theory by Horkheimer and

Adorpo.” -

Fromm’s eyes always were on the future and a
new class-less society on truly human foundations. Least
known of his multi-dimensional concerns was the re-
lationship of Man/Woman and by no means on just a
psychological scale. Rather it was the need for totally
new human relations in the Marxian sense: a global
vision of the future meant also a look back into the

society very. congenial, not because he believed in the
existence .of matriarchal society, but se i, at.
least, allowed one a vision of an alternative society. to

‘this patriarchal, class, alienating society in which we .

live, In relating patriarchy to class. domination, he had
invented the magnificent phrase for it: “patricentric-
acquisitive.” =

Far from remembrance of things past being a
question merely of memory, it brings into view the
unity of Man/Woman; the human being as a totality,
being not just a quantitative measure, but something,
dialectically, showing movement, a movement forward.
1t was what Fromm stressed when, in creating an inter-

national forum for his Seocialist Humanism, he empha-

sized that Humanism was not just an idea, but a move-
ment against what is, a glimpse into the future. Listen
to what he wrote me when he heard I was relating
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s
Philesophy of Revolution: . g
“I feel that the male Social Democrats never
could understand Rosa Luxemburg, nor could she
acquire the influence for which she had the po-
tential because she was a woman; and the men
could not become full revolutionaries because they
did not emancipate themselves from their male,
patriarchal, and hence dominating, character struc-
ture. ‘After all, the original exploitation is that of
women by men and there is no social liberation

- 50 long as there is no revolution in the sex war

.ending in full equality . , . Unfortunately I have
known nobody who. still knows her personally.
What a bad break between the generations.”

" That letter was written on Oclober 28, 1977. 1t is
now March 19,?1900, and Fromm is dead. And I say,
dear Youth, let’s not let another “bad break between
generations” occur. To prepare for the future one must
know the revolutionary past. Getting to know Fromm
as a Socialist Humanist is a good way to_begin.

. - —Raya Dumayevskaya

NOTE TO READERS:
In next month’s issue of News & Letiers, we
will print one of Erich Fromm’s last -writings, his
) Preface .to. the forthcoming German edition -of -

. theory in 1917 was opportunistic.” -

" the history of revolutionary ideas, It

had come over-to his position on permanent revolutio
and not vice-versa, At least that is what has to be co
cluded when Trotsky reproduces, in 1922, his 1908 artic
“Our Differences” which foretells (!) that Bolshevis
would betray once it attained power, or “in the event (
victory,” as Trotsky put it -

_ Whatever Trotsky’s reasons for such a viewpoin
Knei-Paz’ analysis of Trotsky’s move to the Bolshevi
party stands history on its head: “While it is true th
Lenin never identified himself directly with - Trotsky
theory: of the permanent revolution, in effect his Thes:
were - tantamount to an acceptance of the theory.” (;
173). We are further advised that Lenin’s “approach {
THE ‘NATURE OF STALIN’S RUSSIA ;

So far.is such reasoning from "the actual histg'r,
that if that is where Knei-Paz mind has led, it emphasiz
“all the more that an independent, non-Trotskyist schol¢
can nevertheless reveal a thoroughly Trotskyist me
tality. Nowhere is that sad conclusion more evident tha
when Knei-Paz differs with Trotsky’s work in his la
- decade. : ,

There is no doubt that Trotsky never made a seriot

. study of dialectics. Nor can one. possibly attribute to h

1939-40 writings much success in linking Marxist analyse
of the objective situation at the outbreak of World W:
11 with dialectic' method. To conclude, as Knei-Paz doe
that Trotsky was betrayed by his “passionate, dogmatic
attachment to “dialectic materialism” is simply absur

The truth is that what was breaking up the Tro
skyist movement after the Hitler-Stalin paet was. th
question of the nature of the Russian state. it was the
that Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution did g
tested — and without Lenin, What Trotsky failed to st

. was that a new capitalist stage had been inaugurated i

the Great Depression'— the stage of state-capitalism.

Preferring to see Stalin’s Russia as “a new, uniqu
form of collectivism,” Knei-Paz may feel himself superic
to Trotsky, He may perhaps even imagine his view th
more precise expression of Trotsky’s theory of perm:
nent revolution, while Trotsky himself was too caugl
in his own contradictions to see the bureaucratic colle
tivist “reality.”2 ‘ :
A FALSE CONTINUITY :

What had startled this reader right in the Table «
Contents; was the title of Part Three: “The Permanel

" Revolution Betrayed.” It is as if Trotsky's theory, raths

than the epochal events of Russia, 1917, was what Stalin
counter-revolution was determined to reverse, By il
end of the book, it turns out that that is indeed whi
Knei-Paz meant to say. “Stalin’s totalitarianism,” he i
forms us, “was rooted in not only the conditions of t}
October Revolution, but in the very aspirations of th
Jatter” To make his position fully clear, Knei-Paz ad
that Lenin’s “dictatorship” and Stalin’'s were “of I
same pedigree; though their progeny differed, the di
ference was one of degree, not kind.” (p. 434)

Thot Knei-Paz has here reached a deadend in {1
falsest kind of continuity hardly needs elaborating. The:
are simply too many missed points in his 600 pages whic
might have provided not only genuine continuity, I
wm\ m‘ 3 . . N

The gaps in Knei-Paz good -comprehensiveness te
much about the narrow prism swhich filters the thoug]
-of fintellectuals of today, who think “originality” lies i
“independence” from Marx. Thus, Knei-Paz, instead
simply | repeating the myths about Marx’s view of tl
primitive commune as “unhistorical,” might have dor
well to look into Marx’s '1880-82 Ethnological Notebook
which profoundly deepened. his understanding of deve
opment and contradiction within the primitive commune
KneiPaz seems not to know of the Notebooks’ existene
Thus, if, instead of limiting all discussion of the 19¢
Congress of the Russian Social-Democratic: Labor Part
to one single page, Knei-Paz had seriously analyzed th:
pivotal  Congress, where all tendencies were, gathere
he might lave seen that it was Trotsky who there r
fused to discuss the “‘character of the present momes
of our revolution.” '

Too often, throughout the book, we are led ves
far indeed from an understanding of the origins of
concept of permanent revolution in Marx's vision of
total uprooting of the old society; an uprooting not on
of its anti-human mode of production, but of relations |
the famity between man and woman, parent and chili
an uproeting that revolutionizes thought as dialecties an
recognizes the inseparability of that new method
cognitiow from method of revolution. Baruch KneiP;
hias, nevertheless, given us an important coniribution
is a book that

well worth reading.

us to read Daniel Beli’s. once-popular
. for ‘a’’survey of various theories” on
nature: of Russia. Yet it is precisely this work which so ev
!’ in its “survey” state-capitalism -is not

2. Here Knei-Paz urges
The End of 1.

the
3. For. a full freatment of Mard's ¥ icol Notebooks as
. trace the social .and sexual division of labor: within the “prin
i mune”’, .see Raya Dunayevskaya; “‘Relationshin -of Phit
d Revolution 1o Women's: Liberation: "‘Marx’s ‘and En:

. Studieh «Contrasted™,- N&b,~ Jan~Feb.; <1979, ~ ~ 2 =+ -
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" American youth challenge draft, racism, poverty jobs

) (Continued - from Page 1) ,
in the lower enlisted levels, Blacks especially have been
in constant revolt against the military system and its
racism. They have battled the KKK and the command-

"ing officers who turn a blind eye to Klan “recruiting
" . drives” on, bases, It is a measure both of the racism

and the revolt that some 51 percent of those in mili-
tary prisons today are. Black, : ,

Women soldiers, recruited in the last two. years in
large numbers, have begun to challenge the daily sexual
harassment in military life. : ,

In the current crisisridden -capitalist economy,
youth unemployment is, by anybody’s standards, at
Depression levels, from 20 to 60 percent (See Editorial,
p- 4). And what few jobs are available, are those at
poverty wages, One young Black man with “nothing

else-to do” was going to join the Marines; When he

was talked out of it, he finally wound up with a job—
at McDonald’s!

Yet even those non-union, $3.10-an-hour fast-food ‘

shops are now experiencing a newly rebellious work
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force, A’ union. organizing drive last month resulted in
the first-ever victory at one of these “hamburger
heavens”, as a downtown Detroit Burger King voted
to join the Detroit Fastfood Workers Union. Youth
there emphasized that, while they wanted better wages
and benefits, the most important thing to them was the

~ right_to he “treated like a human being.” . -
* The severely limited youth job “market” that in- .

cludes fastfood joints and car wash establishments makes
little ‘distinction between. them and CETA jobs—where
‘you “can” be  “trained” in how to mop floors—or the
armed - services, ‘where' you- are promised money for
college and a skilled trade, with war unmentioned.

REAPPRAISAL FOR THE MOVEMENT

These realities of life for youth are now being
forced  into the discussions in the anti-draft, anti-war
organizations,” as new participants question the “leader-
ship” of the elitist Left parties. ‘A Marxist-Humanist

“youth described for me such a confrontation:

“At Queens College a young activist was asked to
draw up a manifesto of reasons for opposing the draft.

e e vk e 3 Fe v e de ke de e e e dede e de e dedededke ek
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) (Continued from Page 1)

just shrugs them off and tells them to sell their homes.
If ‘they tried to sell, they couldn’t get anything.

T've known Coleman Young for a long time, I was’
as_happy as anyone when he was elected. We had our
first Black mayor, and some of us remember where he
came from and what he used to stand for. Now, there
are those who may ask why am I attacking the mayor?
1 do not consider this an attack—just telling the truth.
‘All I am doing is showing where Mayor Young was at
one time in his life, and how he has changed today.
Max . Fisher and Henry Ford are his associates today.

Coleman Young doesn’t want anything to get in .the
way  of his drive to make Detroit a “renaissance g’lty”
for all the big corporations. Originally, Black Detroiters
supported liis election because of his stand for affirma-

" tive ‘action, especially in the skilled trades. Now, he’s

done nothing but stand in the way of the Human Rights

Department’s attempt to force the white racist con-

tractors, doing business with the city and receiving

‘federal funds, to hire Black workers and contractors: o

the building ‘projects around the city. .
“The case now being brought before the courts by
‘the .white contractors to dismantle the Human Rights

" Department has from beginning to end revealed Young’s

complicity with the contractors he’s hired to build his
“renaissance city.” Thus, the mayor’s attorney in the
case, conceded defeat to the contractors when he ‘said
the city has no defense. In other words, the white con-
tractors don’t have to hire Black workers or sub-contract
out to. Black contractors. - ‘

It “is.no wonder that Coleman Young was nearly
booed off the platform at thée recent Black leadership
conference held in Richmond, Va. a few weeks ago—
Coleman Young was not speaking about Blacks and
their needs, but about President (Carter, and how much
he has done for this city.

Coleman is the complete opposite of what he once
was. So much so that the Detroit pelice recognize -it.
Currently they are carrying out the vicious attacks on
Blacks they arrest for minor crimes. They are using
electric cattle prods on prisoners to try to revive them

. after they have beaten them into unconsciousness. Then

thiey leave the prisoner there dying.

We have heard of the police using cattle prods on
people during the civil rights struggle in the South in
the 60’s, then the government outlawed their use, Now
Young, under public pressure, has fired the five police-
men responsible for the recent cattle prod-incidents,
but until one prisoner died most people didn’t know

"' ‘the’ adiinistration’ of Black ‘Mayo# Coleman Young,

.............................. . e n.d
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'they were being tsed at afl. And it's all ‘happehed under . .

‘Pagé,ll

He said that one reason was that it would only increase

‘i repressive measures against dissidents in-Russia. One

Latina said she thought that was a very good. reason,
but that in order to include it, one would have to first
list the relationship of oppressed minorities in this coun-
try to the draft. Rather than seeing the beauty of that
flowering of thought within the discussion, he immedi-
ately withdrew his manifesto, agreeing with the pro-
fessors who told him not to stray away from one point
only: End the draft.” N

The truth is that there are all-too-many such “sin-
gle-issue” types trying to lead the anti-war movement,
from the Left parties vying for “control”,.to the tra-
ditional pacifist organizations. At meeting after meet-
ing they have both attempted to declare “off-limits”
any criticism of Russian, imperialism—as in its invasion
of Afghanistan—and turned aside questions of racism
in today’s military as “diversionary”.

That an “anti-war” attitude also means opposition

" to the escalating police war on Black America has

evidently not entered the minds of some of those who
wish to lead, Yet the fact is that the Black dimension
has ever been ceniral to all opposition to America’s
rulers, ' as demonstrated right now in the protests .
against police killings of Black youth all across the
country, from Miami, Fla. to New York City.

:There has also been, the continuing activity of Black
students at such schools as University of Tennessee-
Knoxville, where a class boycott was launched in late
January against the school's attack on the Black Cul-
tural Center. Throughout. the Black student. movement,
the victory last month of the Zimbabwean freedom
fighters over the entrenched white colonial regime has

ad an impact. The predominance of youth there, as
organizers, as guerrilla fighters, as election workers,
struck a responsive international chord, ‘

It is time that today's youth movement, now rec-
ognizing itself as “anti-nuke, anti-draff, anti-war” go on
to see all the manifestations of itself that are emerg-
ing out -of this “American experience”. Something of
that kind of a reappraisal may have begun within the
preparations for a new anti-nuke occupation at Sea-
brook, N.H. planned for May 24. At the most recent
planning conference, the question of Black and working
class participation  in the struggle became pivotal, as
was a report on the Black Hills struggle, where
Native Americans developed an alliance with local
white ranchers against the big energy companies,

Whether the would-be “leaders” of the new youth
movement will end up stifling- the varied voices that
are suddenly being heard is something only time will -

* tell. What is crucial now, in the face of Carter’s con-

tinuing - determination ‘to press his war plans-—and'
Brezhnev’s reciprocal escalations—is to help the: grow- -
ing movement develop not only its numbers, but its
ideas, ideas of fotal oppostion to this -capitalist” society
that finds ever new ways to abuse its-youth--as cannon-
fodder, as minimum wage. workers, or as targets for
police bullets. That society has. got to go—and soon.

CETA ioli a faree

. am, This is fundamental, I' resist' any and
everything that would negate me in all my unique,
universal, and personal realities.

The fact that I am Black, poverty-bred and
poverty-stricken, a CETA-employed janitor-trainee,
carries extreme discomfort for me, and- for those
responsible for my discomfort, The biological fact | .
that I am a member_of the socially-defined Black |
race, whose lot it is to bear the brunt of mental,
~material -and social oppression’of America 1980,
calls forth tears of rage that drench my being.

On a personal level, I react with the same anger
at the refusal of all the major Presidential candi-
dates to meet’ and deal with ‘the issue of Black:
misery; as I.do when I'm told by my immediate
supervisor that I should be ‘“thankful” to the gov-
ernment for being trained as a janitor; as a washer
of commodes! This. is so absolutely absurd that I
question the logic, and ultimately the sanity, of the
economic order ‘that pays some .people to create
death at a rate hundreds of times higher than it
pays those of us that help sustain life on the basie

. level. of destroying. germs in public urinals! .

The, assertion—*“I am”--flies in the face of
the American way.of life; it flies in the face of the
message I get from my boss and from the Presi-
dential candidates. Within my own process of be-

© coming, I embrace the economic, philesophie, his--
torical and practical tools that are the legacy  of
Marx. Utilized with my personal experiences, they

. form a valuable weapon in my self-assertion at the

. -expense .of those that-would violate. my. humanity.
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The Zimbabwe Afncan National Union, party
. of Robert Mugabe, has won an overwhelming vie-
tory in the British-supervised elections to decide

- sufficient -for his party to govern alone, he imme-
diately invited Joshua Nkomo to join him in the
building of the new nation.

“erystal clear that the guerrilla forces of Mugabe
and Nkomo, especially Mugabe, were the ultimate
victors in the freedom struggle for independence
that has raged for 20 years in the British colony of
Rhodesia, The. Black majority has received military
and financial aid in their struggle from neighbor-
ing African countries as well as Russia and China,

aid.

‘The hew regime openly proclalms itself to be
soclalist. It was elected on the basis of 13 funda.
mental rights including: freedom of speech, strike
action, religion, rights for women and rights to
personal property. The new cabinet includes two

. white members and Nkomo, 3
) ‘- The class<compromisist backward step that Mu-
gabe took however, was to ask General Walls to

the future of Zimbrabwe. While his majority was

The election came about only after it became

after the U.S. and the European countries reiusedt

remain as supreme mlhtary commander thh Rex
Nhongo, the gueml]a commander, as his chief of
staff., The two armies are to be “integrated” into
a single national army. Will the revolutlonary guer-
rillas really accept that?

“We are not looking for enemies”, Mugabe
said. “South Africa is a geographical reality, it’s
also a historical reality for us. We cannot get away
even if we wanted to.” South Africa has in the
past slaughtered the guerrilla forces, including

by Peter Mallory and Ron Brokmeyer‘ ;

Robert Mugabes IamlSInIe llmlmb we wctory shocks colomallsts

women and children, by air and land raids into
their camps, even into neighboring Zambia and
Mozambique. And this they will no doubt continue,
under whatever camouflage,

The new government has said it will join the
non-aligned nations on foreign policy, leave the
present banking system undisturbed, institute free
education for all, establish a social secunty system
and a free national health system, and improve the
basic industries.’

“ The capitalist press has accused the regime of
being “Marxist”, which today is a loose term used
both by the capitalists to define their enemies, and
by scoundrels to cover up their crimes against the
working class. Mugabe sees it this way: “There are
certain principles that we derive from Marxism.
But others derive from our own traditions, com-
munal land ownership for example. The Mamsts
believe in it, but I don’t think that the Nigerians,
who have nationalized their land, are Marxists - in
any way.”

If the imperialists keep their hands off, the
opportunity for this African nation to develop its
own future and its own resources is bright. Imperi-
alist intervention will be met with stiff resistance,

v . ' L
Iranian- Jews
‘While we are given daily reports on the fate
of the 50 American hostages held at the Embassy

the 100 Iranian Jews in Paris who claim they are
being. held hostage by Carter’s State Department.-

The Iranian Jews, who fled from Tehran fear-
ing persecution at the hands of Khomeini’s rabidly
religious followers, are awaiting permission to come

to the United States as political refugees. Carter’s

special Iranian crisis team has given the word that
they are not to be admitted, “so as not to offend
Khomeini,”

A State Department spokesman stated, “Human
rights ‘interest—to let them in—is not part of our
national interest.” Neither was-it part of President
Roosevelt’s when he let Hitler con‘tmue his holo-
caust.

In Tehran the axrpott guards have a list of

+ . Jews, which states that any attempt to leave the
. country means .immediate arrest. The Jews who
fled did so without funds or property and are pen-

¢ -niless, depending on the chaniy of Jewish refugee
-organizations while they remain pawns of the U.S.
State Department policy. They fear for the fate of

- their farmly members who had to be left behind.

Yugoslavia

. President Tito’s imminent death has lit up the
hungry eyes of the imperialist. superpower leaders
=—-Brezhnev, and now: Carter, who will be sending
arms to: Yugoslavia. What Tito represents as foun-

" in Tehran, nothing is being heard on the fate of

der of the non-aligned movement is galling to the
big powers whose field of competition is the domi-
nation, of the world,

Already Bulgaria, one of the most brutal and
blatantly pro-Russian of the East European states,
is intensifying its claims to Macedonia, one of the
national regions that make up the federation, of
Yugoslavia. The imperialistic claims to Macedonia
are based on a deal the previous Bulgarian regime

made with Hitler. Bulgaria denies the existence of
its own Macedonian minority by simply counting
everyone as Bulgarian and imprisoning anyone who
claims otherwise.
- There is, however, a yearning for something
. new within Yugoslavia itself where Tito from the
_ beginning cracked down on opposition to his smgle
party rule. The opposition included a  grouping
around one of the most original and truly inter- .
nationalist Marxist journals, Praxis. What is needed
to keep the Balkans from again becoming a flash-
point for world war is saying no to big power
manipulations, and a working out of new, inde-
pendent ways to freedom.

Ol Profits

Congress has finally decided how to cut up the
estimated one trillion dollars that you will pay
over the next ten years to the oil companies for
“higher gasoline and oil prices. The oil companies
will get $221 billion more in profits (after taxes),
~over what they are now extorting. The federal
treasury will take $358 billion, state and local gov-
ernments will grab $119 bllhon o

The so-called wmdfall profits tax will amount

to $227 billion to be distributed back to the capi-
talists as follows: $136 billion to reduce corporate
income taxes, $57 billion to help welfare recipients
pay the gas and: oil companies- their- increased
prices, $34 billion: for rapid transit, highways and
railroad repair, .

This leaves nothing for a synthetic fuel pro-
gram not even a windmill. It returns all the money
to the capitalists and leaves the one-trillion-dollar
bill to be paid by the workers without producing a
single drop of new oil, It is a cruel joke. being
forced on the workers by -Carter and Congress.

- Shipbuilding workers at Sasebo Heavy Indus-
tries went on an 11-day strike in February, the fifth
strike. since December and the first major stnke in

Japanese industry in 25-years.

The workers won back heavy pay cuts the com-
pany had forced on them two years before, when
the company -was facing bankruptcy. At that time,
workers took a 15 percent pay cut and an end to
extra payments like bonuses, which make up about
40 percent: of the average worker’s pay in Japan.
They were left with less than welfare subsistence
payments. ‘Also, 7,000 jobs were eliminated ‘in the
shipyard and 3750 in shipyard supply shops.

The Japanese economy- is stagnating- as the
world has entered what today’s economists call “the
era- of low growth” Other serious battles loom
ahead. The illusion that the Japanese economy is
somehow immune to serious sfrikes and labor trou-
bles is fast bemg shattered, :

Black Agenda conference: growmg tensmns |gnored

by John Alan
It s very clear that President Carter and Congress
are determined to bakance the 1981 budget by trimming

. from that budget some 13 or more billion dollars. These
. cuts are going to be made in those programs that benefit
- minorities, the poor and.the workmg class, and not in
the bloafed defense .bud*get, which is expected to. rise
above the three percent mcrease that Oalter has included
in the budget.

: Balancing the budget jsn’t simply the need to apply
- some * economic principles of Benjamin Franklin to
- npational spending. The federal budget of a super-capi-
. talist state, like the United States, embodies in it-all the
- class, race and sex antagonisms of hiat socxety So the

questlon always is: for ‘whom and what is the national
budget being balanced? This is another way of saying:
what class will benefit from the national debt?

‘The class/race antagonisms in the US.’s federal
~budget are reflected in the expenditure of funds that
--are needed by the working class and -the poor in the

form. of cheap housing, - education, programs to relieve
the rate of unemployment among youth, welfare, social
- security for. the disabled tand the aged, ete.; as against
"-those expenditures for the accumulation and protection
- of -capital in the interest of the capitalist system, for
emmple, the military budget:

., It was against this economic/political background of
budgetbahncmgthatmackleadersmetmkwlumnd,“

‘Va,,m)larck to, iltaw ap-a thkAgenda forthe 80’s, .

This conference is bound to go down in history, not
because of what was achieved there by the Black middle-
class leadership, but because every Presidential candi-
date rejected an invitation te address that Conference.
This was a gathering of ‘“the most powerful Black lead-
ership from across the coumtry”—people like Vernon
Jordan of the Urban League, Coreita Scott King, Rev.
Jesse Jackson, Black mayors; leaders, and members of
the Congressional Black Caucus.

This unthinkable rebuff of Black leaders, by all of
the Presidential candidates, cannot be taken lightly or
glossed over, as some of the Black leaders have chosen
to do. Neither can it be “left to the voters” as Mayor
Richard Hatcher, of Gary, Ind., has suggested. First,
because this universal rejection of an invitation to discuss
the future of Black people in the United States for the
next decade has brought forward the real race/class
attitudes that capitalist politicians have - foward the
depression-like unemployment and poverty that exists
in Black America, most particularly among Black youth,
where unemployment is an estimated 52 percent!

Second, by rejecting the invitation to appear before
a Black leadership conference, the Presidential candi-

~dates have given their estimation of the impotence of

Black leadership in the overall sense of American capi-

talist politics. The 'word impotence is not being used.
.- lightly. That word was precisely on the minds of the

Black leaders. in ‘Richmond when Jesse Jackson stated:

“We will .not be convinced of .our impotence lby their '

absence.”

The question remains, how are they gomg to prove
that they, the leadership, are not impotent as long as
they have chosen to “fight” by either supporting Carter,
who is comnutted to bringing down inflation by raising
unemployment,  or Kennedy, who has come forward
with the pnce/wage freeze concept, which is favorable
to capital in the Tong rum,

In fact, no group of ‘capitalist politicians or t.heir
tinkering with the economy, can change the progression
of the present economic crisis, short of a self-destructive
war.

The problem that confronts us is not who is going
to be in: the White House next year, but when can we
begin to think about ‘an alternative to capitalism? How
can this system of capitalism be transformed into @ truly
human system—a society that isn't racist or exploita-
tive? Both the ‘desire and the need for a new society
is already present,

Contrary to what Black - pohtxcxan:s may believe,
there is no evidence that Black workers and youth are.

~ flocking either to the Kennedy banner, or supporting

Carter or any of the Republican eandidn’tes. There is a
great deal of evidence that there is growing tension
between unemployed Black youth and the police depart-
ments of the large cities—tensions which are building
toward .a major outburst that wll the Presidential can-
didates ‘are pretendmg doesn’t ex1st and for which they .
have no solutmhs. : )




