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Who Doesn’t Have a Lemon?

Several years ago, when Ralph Nader began to,exgosef the
automobile companies on safety, pointing out the defective way

" -they were building cars, many workers were very glad about the

exposures. But many workers also said it would all end up with
‘ne improvement in the safety of cars so long as the rat race for
production continued. Nader could yell all he pleased about more
- safety features for the cars being built, but until somet}mmg
eould force the companies to slow down the automation machines,
slow down the production lines to a pace where a worker could
turn’ out quality work instead of quantity of jobs, workers knew
that safety would not improve, but only get worse.

Nader now seems to have forgotten his campaign for safety
.qualities in automobiles, and has turned his attention to. drugs
and food, which is also very important. But if his exposures there
don’t do any more good than they have done in the auto industries,
Nader would do better to save his breath and his time.

QUALITY NEVER WORSE ; :
I have been an auto worker for nearly 30 years, and I feel
sufe that never before in history have cars been manufactured
with such little guality as they are being produced today. Many
werkers in GM are.saying that they are afraid to buy GMC cars,

Ford “workers won’t buy Fords, and :Chrysler workers complain

just-as-much as Chrysler products.

The reason is simple. -Workers in each of these companies
see how these cars are built where they work. They know what
is. missing. They see the defects first hand. But because they don’t
see the other factories, they feel it can’t be possible for conditions
to be as bad elsewhere as where they work. Nader was talking
about safety bells and padded dash boards, but the workers are
talking about the other parts of the car, that are far more important
_for-safety than any. belt or padded dashboard could ever be.

- One worker T know was going to Alabama with his family to
visit his parents for the hofidays. He has a new GM car, and after

getting packed up and driving two blocks from his home, the.

motor dropped from the frame onto the street. When he looked
down and saw it lying on the pavement he said, “Thank God !” His
wife thought he had gone crazy, but he said, “If we were on the
highway going 70 or 80 miles an hour, and this had happened,
we could have been killed. And when they took our bodies from
the wreckage they would have said the driver was probably asleep
or drunk, or just lost control.” Workers are convinced that many
of the wrecks that kill people are caused by defects like this in

the cars. .

- Another worker, who had just bought a new Mercury, with
less than 500 miles on -it, came to visit me and was cussing the
whole time about how many times the motor went dead on the
expressway, and the car stopped, before he made the 15 miles
to my house. When he was ready to go home, he asked me to
drive behind him because he wanted to be sure he got there. (He

" didn’t take the expressway!) The car stopped several times, but

he finally made  it.
PARADE OF LEMONS

Some years ago, when a worker bought a car that had defects,
he would put cardboard signs in the window with a lemon drawn
on it, and drive around the dealers’ lot and through the streets to
warn others away from the dealer and the company. It was a very
effective weapon. But today the companies have become smarter.
They now have a 25,000 to 50,000 mile, or five year, warranty,

_ so that if your car is a lemon you will just bring it back to ‘the

dealer and get it repaired. “If, that is,” as one worker put it, “you
don’t get killed in it before you get it back to the dealer.” If you do
make it back, the agreement is usually written in such a way that
you wind up paying for the repairs, anyway.

"~ If we began to use the cardhoard signs with the lemons again,
we would have long caravans of cars parading around every auto
dealer in the country. We are werking in the Frame Department;
Every day the defective paris get worse than the day before.
Neobody in supervision seems to care about it. Sometimes when a|
frame is loaded to be put on a car, a worker will say, “Man, I
hate to think who will get the car with that frame.” Ancther will
say, “And to think of all the money people pay to buy serap !’ The
part of the car that used to be the biggest lemon was the meotor.
Today the cars are lemons from top to bottom, inside included.

No wonder they are always reporting more people being

' killed on highways than in planes, or in the war. When will the

public begin te demand quality instead of quantity? How can the
mad rush for production be checked, so workers can produce the
kind of cars they want to, cars they know will be safe, cars they’
will have confidence in buying themselves? Probably not until the
workers themselves® can control: production. That is when
the public can expect safety—when something. is finally done about

‘ the automation machines and the production madness. I

%! Of Arms, Men and Racism

NIXON, New, Old and Napoleonic

By Raya Dunayevskaya

Chairman National Editorial Beard

On Jan. 3, in what he billed as his last public dinner speech before inauguration,
Nixon proposed a toast to the President and the presidency. Far more precisely
than the intellectual jibes that stress Nixon’s nonentity—“When Nixon is alone in a room
is- anyone there?”’—Nixon’s own toast centered  attention on the most fantastic:imperi-
al power the world has ever seen. It was clear that, in foasting President Johnson, he
was toasting the presidency which he would wield for the next four. crucial years.

" NIXON‘S BRAINTRUST: THE MINDLESS kDOZEN

Editorial - | ;

S.F. State College‘ Rebellion
Challenges Entire System

- The thousands of student strikers at San Francisco State College
have begun some very new and important stages in the freedom

movement. The strike, which is continuing into the new year, is the |

longest student strike ever held in this country. Even the Free
Speech Movement at Berkeley had not succeeded in drawing in
the black students in an independent role. At S. F. State, on the
other hand, the black students were the spark and have been play-
ing a leading role in the strike. Most important, the strike is at
one and the same time a rejeétion of the whole educational system
and a confrontation with the state.

Because California Governor Reagan is the outright reactionary
he is, and thus chose to confront the students with his billy-club
swinging cops, the white students, who are a majority of the col-
lege, became very much a part of what began with a series of Black
Students Union demands. In great numbers they have chosen to
unite with the non-white students. Thus black students, Third World

| Liberation Front students, (Mexican, Chinese, Latin American, Japa-

nese, and Filipino student. groups) and white students (not just
Students fof a Democratic Society and other radical whites)
finally came together.

CRISIS REFLECTS U.S. DISSOLUTION

How were there so many firsts. in this student strike of 1968
as against the Berkeley movement of 1964-65? The answer lies
in the crisis of American society, nationally and “internationally.

Internationally, it has been the Vietnam War that has made
a whole new generation of youth into revolutionaries. The intense
activity since 1965 of American youth opposed to the war has been
unprecedented. If the college campus was safe from the draft,
thousands upon thousands of college youth chose, not ivory tower
education, but active opposition to the war, from draft counseling
to -resistance, anti-war demonstrations -and marches. American
youth, white as well as non-white, were asked to kill and bhe killed
and the Jargest number in history were saying: No, we won't.

‘But above all was the critical stage which has been reached
within the counfry. The black question—never more critical since
the Civil War—was never more disregarded than by the campaign of
Richard Nixon. Where all have been saying that Nixon is uncom-
mitted on the great issmnes such as race, the black population of
this country, who voted against him by eight and nine to one, knew
that nothing could be further from the truth, He is very much com-
mitted—¢o his own white “philosophy.” It is -this racism in the
United States which the black people are determined to tear out,

i Confinued on page 4

. The 12 grey-suited, nameless,
faceless, mindless, rich. WASPS
that Nixon named to the Cabinet
disclosed still another facet of
the old Cold War warrior who
had first sprung to fame during
Joe MecCarthy’s  witch - hunting
heyday, that of little Napoleon

~ dreaming to be a big one,

“alone” setting foreign and dom-
estic policies. )

Designated for the number
one job in the Cabinet, the Secre-
tary of the State, . William P.
Rogers, had one thing to say in
praise of himself: “I have never
said or written a word about
Vietnam. I am very happy about
that.” Allegedly, this proves
how uncommitted the new admin-
istration is to old policies.

Instead, it discloses computer-
oriented mindlessness of the new
Cabinet regarding the barbaric
Vietnam war that is tearing
this nation apart, that brought
down the Johnson Administration, '
and is sure to do the same for
Nixon. - ;

In any ecase, neither Nixon nop
bis Defense Secretary, Melvin
Laird, from Joe WMcCarthy’s
home district, can lay claim to
a record that is quite’ such-a
blank sheet of paper as that of
William P. Rogers. On the con-
trary. Not even the white-heat
desire. to- win the  election and,
therefore, the need to appear like
a critic of the Vietnam war,
could quite turn the hawkish Sen-
ator Laird into a dovish Secre-

| tary of Defense.

“Nuclear Supremacy”

I\{ixon himself was the one who
delivered the most irresponsible

speeches of the campaign. In its” =~
final lap, he suddenly discovered - -

a ‘‘security gap,” thereby ex-

panding the Vietnam war to a “* -

possible nuclear
with Russia!

Our new little Napoleon prom-
ised to close “the security gap;”
to restore ‘“our nuclear superior-
ity;” build up “air’ supremacy”
and give greater weight to the
military as opposed to. the top
civilian administrators in the De-
partment of Defense: “I intend to
root out the whiz kid approach,”

This speech, made on Oct. 25
over CBS, was followed the nex{
week by the promise 10 revive the
costliest, the most dangerous, in
fact .the greatest fiasco of that
“‘whiz kid”’ former Defense Secre-
tary, McNamara—the controver-
sial and notorious TFX or F-111.
Nixon chose Fort Worth, Texas,
where General Dynamics (the
largest weapons producer in the
U.S.) built the F-111 to announce:
“the F-111 in a Nixon Administra-
tion will be made into one of the
foundations of our air suprem-
acy.” ‘ ,
As the close election resulfs
showed, this type of nuclear-

confrontation

-powered sabre rattling very near-

ly lost the presidency to Nixon.
He never did get a majority of
the votes, and he got a plurality
only because the homb-away Gen-
eral Curtis LeMay made it look as

Continuved on page 5
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Interview With Theodorakis

“My Songs Are For TheFree Greeks” — Theodorakis

Mikos Theodorakis, the
composer of Zorba the Greek,

~ was the first public opponent

of .the Greek Junta within
Greece. His name appeared
on the earliest statement of
the underground, and his
voice was heard on its tapes.

Until his capture in August,

- 1967, Theodorakis was the"public

teader of the Patriotic Front. A
Marxist, he has been a prisoner
of ‘right wing governments. sev-

* eral times, but he is probably the

most popular individual in
Greece. The. colonels released
hig from prison early in 1968
fallowing a world campaign in
his behalf, but. Theodorakis was
kept under strict surveillance.

nato Bucci, a reporter for
Nevella 2000, and Al Banno, a
singer of . Theodorakis’ songs in
Hahan translation, visited the
eomposer last summer at his new
home in_ Vrahati near the Co-
rinthian Isthmus. They saw Theo-
dorakis a few days after the un-
syceessful attempted ~assassina-
tion of the leader of the junta,
€Col. Papadopoulos.

o
“Are you happy to stay in
ce?”

“Who does not stay in: his own
country happily? Theodorakis an-
swered. “Only, I feel the desire
work; lately, more and more. For
instance, I would like to live in
Italy.” . .

“But are you free? Can you
speak. freely? Move? Write
music?”

“l am- never free. Do you see
this w»illa in the middle of the
fields? It is surrounded by police.
I caw’t. even walk a hundred
meters without them knowing it.
That’s why your visit has left me
Speechless with surprise. Greeks
are afraid to come visit me.
They'd  be immediately black-
listed.”

Theodorakis was visibly upset.
The Italians were embarrassed.
Theodorakis took them into a
large recom where the builders
have left steps unfinished. At
the corner, under a black eloth,
there was a piano. Theodorakis
began to play. The music was

torrential. It rolled from his |

fingers like inspiration. The ivory

notes reflected their white light

in the acetylene lamp.
“Get the tape recorder. Tape
these songs. They have mever

been published before. I wrote
them in prison. Do it for me, and
for all the free Greeks who are
abroad.” .

“What are your songs talking
about?”

“They speak of the ‘people,
about the Greeks, about the
Greece that has been waiting for
centuries .and is still waiting
without despairing . . . Greece is
a nation of slaves, a nation of

'old people. Yes, old people. The

youth has left for other lands.
More than 600,000 are all over
the world. It is for them that 1
write my songs . . .

“Ah! I wish I could go away,
leave everything. and telive the
joy of freedom. Everyone listen-
ed to my music. Even Constan-
tine. Now the king is at Capri.
A wvacation. Better this way.
Greece was never free.

“When I was in jail I kept
thinking of the sea. I still remem-
ber how it felt the first day,
after the first moments of anxiety
and agony. I knocked at the wall

of my cell . . . tock-tock. And my

comrades answered the same way:
‘All is -well” They were alive.
What a joy that minute. Then the
long wait, without knowing what
to expect. And the sea coming

to your thought, the night, the |

darkness, dreams. Then you
awake and your hands are wet
with perspiration.”

Theodorakis arose. He walked
two steps, stopped, calmed him-
self. He smiled, “Tonight” he
suddenly shouted. “Tonight we
will go eat at the village. We’ll
eat like free Greeks. We'll drink
and touch glasses. There is noth-
ing else we can do.”

The interview ended. The
Italians went home and when
their article appeared, Theodora-
kis was exiled to a remote moun-
tain area.

In December of 1968 he was
again taken to prison to be held
for trial on a pre-junta charge
of insulting the king. He was
taken to court on the appointed
day in chains only to be returned
to prison without trial, for the
prosecution had not been able to
find a single witness who would
testify against him!

—Dan Georgakas and
Eleni Paidcussi

(Two long-playing albums of
Theodorakis, proceeds of which
will go to anti-junta struggles,
are auvailable through Smyrnd
Press, Box 418, Stuyvesant Sta-
tion, NYC, 10009.)

Way of the

By Ethel Dunbar

World '

Where Are Human Values ?

This world is getting to be so

~erooked that nobody seems to

cire about human values any
Jomger. People are killed, burned,
beéaten, just for a few pennies be-
cause others have gone  crazy
trying to live without working
for that living.

They have become. just like the
old rich whites used fo be, and

“deing just like they used to do.

The black people and the poor
white men worked so hard, and
théa the big fat rich white men
collecied all the money, and gave
the. poor just enough to almost
get by at the end of the year.
This is the real reason the poor

“black and white people are steal- |

ing and killing to try to live half-
way as decently as other human
beings. - N
POOR PAY MORE

Many can’t understand why
these people are acting as they
do, but I think it is because the

 big leaders are trying so hard to

4

stay on top, by paying the poor
working people the lowest wages
they can, -

In the black neighborhoods,
grocery stores have. raised the
prices of food three times higher
than stores in the white neighbor-
hoods. If you don’t live in a black
neighborhood, and don’t believe
it, take a visit to one and see for
yourself,

Over the holidays, a 12-pound
turkey in white neighborhoods
cost only $3.75, but in the black
neighborhood it cost $7.85. The
daily papers claim that the rea-
son for this is the riots-of 1967 —
but the white man was robbing
the black people long before the
riots broke out. In faet, that’s one
reason they did break out.

The riots will never stop as
long as more young black people
are born, because the young are
just not going to take the same
things black people used to take.
INSURANCE CHEATS

"Anyone can see how the rich
man is trying to take advantage
of the poor people, including the
white poor. Take car insurance.
It has become hard to get be-
cause the companies want to beat
people out of all the money they
can.

They will take your money for
years, but if they finally have to
give you back a liftle, they will
throw you out of your insurance
and claim you are a bad driver,
or that you live in the wrong
neighborhood — even if you are
not in your neighborhood, but
out on the highway somewhere,
when you get hit,

This whole world is in a terrible
state, and it will take a complete
change to straighten it out.

Ttalian Peasant Strikers Die;
New Worker Groups Forming

Genoa, Ttaly—It is difficult to have a clear prospect of
what has happened here recently and its meaning for both
the Italian working class, and the world proletariat . It may
be easier for you, who will analyse the facts from outside.

During the entire month of
November, university and es-
pecially high school students held

general assemblies, speechgs,
demonstrations, meetings with
workers.

_Many Italian workers were
also on the move, fighting
against the division in the coun-
try into several “wage areas”;
the difference between wages in
the first and the last area is
25 percent. There was also a
great strike of all state workers
~— railwaymen, government
clerks, ete. — with considerable
tension over the government’s
solution for the pension problem.

Finally, toward the middle of
November, there was no more
government, since Socialists,
Christian Democrats and Repub-
licans were preparing a. new
edition of the center-left.
PEASANTS STRIKE IN SICILY

On Monday, Dec. 2, several
hundred peasants blocked one
of the principal roads in Sicily,
after a two week strike for better
conditions and against the wage
area system. Barricades were
built and some 80 policemen
arrived, armed with machine
guns,

They marched toward the
peasants and started throwing
tear gas grenades, but the wind
blew the gas back, while the
peasants answered with a rain
of rocks. When the police began
a retreat, the workers descended
from their barricades and sur-
rounded the armed forces, who
ran across the fields, followed:
by the demonstrators.

Then someone lost his head
(or rememhered the orders given

before leaving the barracks) and |

fired. Machine guns started
shooting, and the peasanis began
to burn some of the police cars.
When it ended, two peasants
lay dead, three others severely
wounded, with scores of bulleis
in their bodies.

These murders took place dur-
ing the same time that 10,000
students were marching through
Turin, 30,000 in Rome and tens
of thousands in many eother
Italian cities, great and small.
The police did not attack them
— not yet. )

ALL ITALY EXPLODES .

On Tuesday, Dec. 3, the left
wing parties-and the trade unions

called for a six hour — yes, six

New York, N. Y.—On Dec.
1, 20,000 workers at Con-
solidated Edison went ‘out on
strike for the first time in
42 years, after having re-
jected a contract negotiated
by the union leadership. The
rank-and-file upsurge was
was spearheaded by young
workers, who were not so
accommodated to the  “too
cozy” union-company rela-
tionship, as one outside man

strike.

The men turned down a con-
tract with no cost-ofliving al-
lowance; with wage provisions—
7% percent per year—net likely
even to match New York City’s
rising prices; and minimum pre-
mium for night and Sunday work.
NO TIME STUDY

Men starting work at Con Ed
now work with up to 324,000 volts,
a far cry from the low voltage or
even DC current of a generation
ago. The greater danger adds
to the self-assertiveness of the
workers: they have not permitted
the company to establish time
standards for jobs on high-volt-
age installations. Their self as-
sertiveness was manifest within
the union as well.

What might have been a close
vote if only young workers op-
posed became an overwhelming
rejection when workers approach-
ing retirement joined with them.

Opponents of the contract in-
formally organized against it by
talking up contract issues in the
shops. The pension provisions
galvanized the opposition of old-
er workers — Con Ed had been
given the right to reduce the
pension by half the men’s social
security benefits. ‘

MASS PICKETING

When the strike began, Con Ed
tried to maintain minimum ser-
vices with 4,000 supervisors on
long shifts. Against them, strik-
ers engaged in mass picketing,
in some cases blocking access to
the scabs, several workers being

arrested in the process.

described the years without a.

20,000 Electrical Workers in
N.Y. Strike; Is First in 42 Yrs.

They encouraged . friendly
people in the city to use all their
electrical appliances in order to
tax the generative facilities and
put pressure on the company,
which had admitted that the

supervisors manning the plants.

were ill-equipped to handle any-
thing out of the ordinary, especi-
ally extra power requiremients.

" Naturally, the newspapers were
asking people to cooperate with
the company and hold down pow-
er -usage during peak hours.

CONTRACT RUNAROUND

It soon became clear that, de-
spite the militance of the men
on the picket lines, the union had
no intention of negotiating a bet-
er contract. After the strike had
continued for a week, the leader-
ship announced that it was “still
too early” to issue strike benefits.

The next day the company and
union negotiated a second con-
tract, with miner  improvements
in pensions, vacations and . pre-
mium pay — but workers were
to pay for those tidbits by labor-
ing three months longer at the
same wages,

Young workers seemed: as sus-
picious of this new contract as
they were of the first one. But
this time they were less success-
ful in generating broadbased op-
position to it. The financidl pinch,
from - having neither wages nor
strike benefits two weeks before
Christmas, - contributed to the
changed mood at the next vote:
only one-fourth of the workers
again rejected the contract. :

CON ED WO00S UNION

Con Ed, with some connivance
from the union, had kepi thé op-
position of the workers in
bounds. But the compgny does
not wish to see an umexpected
strike like this one repeated.

Therefore, Con Ed officials be-
gan pushing in the press for a
new law to make confracts nego-
tiated with the union l¢adership
binding on the rank-and-file —
guaranteeing them that the union
would be an instrument fo con-
trol its workers, not to defend
their interests. As one worker
said, “If they pass that law, the
union won’t be ours.”

b
|
|

NEW CRISIS

MILAN, Italy, Jan. 2, 1969—
On New Year’s Eve a student,
16 years old, was shot and
will probably die or be para-
lyzed for the rest of his life.
New demonstrations have |-
broken out. 1
(Ed. Note: We will carry fur-
" ther news from Ifaly next
issue.)

hour — strike in Sicily — just
Sicily — and 15 to 20 minutes
in the rest of the country.

But the Italian workers and
students, already near the ex-
plosion point, rose up every-
where spontaneously. It was not
a general = strike, but started
discussions and . prepared the
road for shop assemblies- not .
under the direct control of the
trade wunions, but on the con-
trary, against their organization
of the struggles, ’

Demonstrations were held -all
over Italy. While they were
mainly prepared by the Movi-
mente Studentesco, at least half
the - demonstrators were. usually
workers..

TURNING POINT

Looking back, one can easily -
see that - we have  just gone -
through a very critical period for
Italian capitalism — not a re-
volutionary moment, but one that
marks a turning point for the
working class, the official work-
ers’ parties, the student move-
ment, and the various left wing
groups.

The student- movement has
reached a very wide influence,
In each of the major cities
(Rome, Milan, Naples, Turin,
as well as Genoa, Venice, Bolo-
gna, Florence, Palermo, Bari and
Trieste) the movement can count
on 100 to 300 activists or more,
fully occupied with the struggle.
In each of these cities there
are from one to. three thousand
more students and workers who
take part in most of the demon-
strations. :

In addition there are smaller
cities like Pisa, Savona, Udine,
Alessandria, Catania, Ancona
that take part.- One day there
were more than 5,000 high
school students in the streets
in Udine. On another, as many- -
in Alessandria. The next day,
10,000 in Catania.

WHAT NEXT?

But the student movement has
three main limitations: 1) there
is no precise polifical line, and
there are often clashes between
different groups regarding both -
tactical and strategic questions.
This is because most of the small
old left-wing groups have entered
the student movement. 2) It is
impossible to reach a national
organization, even if vague and
with a great political elasticity.
3) Even locally, the student
movement has not been able to
express an alternative form of
organization other than the gen--
eral assembly, which is OK until
it has to choose among twe or
three possibilities,

The point is: are we ready for
a new revolutionary organiza-
tion? Will the student movement
give a real confribution in this
direction, with all of it class
bonds with the bourgeoisie, and
with all of its extremisms? '

Meanwhile, nothing new has

happened in the last few weeks.
There have been some local

“general’”’ strikes — but they

have been completely under
trade union control. The new
year will see if the reforms that -
the new . government has pre-
pared will be enough to stop the
struggles..
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From The Auto Shops

Ford Rouge

DETROIT, Mich. — The
Ford. Motor Company
is really a two-faced hypo-
crite. The company sends
out a letter to many of its
salaried people telling them
not to discriminate because
of color. The letter tells the
supervisory people that they
should judge people on mer-
it, not on skin color. This is
the face which they fry to
show the public.

It anyone ever asks if there is
discrimination at Fords, all they
have to do is pull out the letter
and: show everyone what they
" tell their managers, supervisors
and foremen, _

RACIST FACE

But talk is cheap. In actlon
there is -another face to the Ford
Motor Company — a racist one.
One example is in so-called labor
relations — which is supposed fo
be neutral between the company
and the union.
~One labor relations man,
Fisher, has risen from step six
to step nine in less than six
months. How has he done this?
By his record of settling with
black people who are protesting
against racism in the plant. He
settles by working with foremen
to fire black workers who protest
too much.

Before the election Flsher had
bragged about how Wallace
would be the best man for Pres.-
ident. Now he talks about how
none of those black people he
has fired are going to get back
in the plant.

His mentality is that of an over-
seer on  a plantation or of a
prison warden. He is supposed to
be qualified for his job because
of some degree he received in
school, but to us he is not quali-
fied to understand human beings
in the plant. It is time for him
to go and we intend to see that
he does.

REVOLTS

Foremen are getting busted up
by young workers in the plant
al]l the time. Ford tries to blame
it on leaflets and stories in News
& Letters and FRUM.,

- It is not the leaflets and
stories, .it is the exploitative and
racist practices of labor rela-
tions, foremen and the whole

Ford Company. And the union of- |

ficials have too long looked the
other way. This is what must be
stopped.

, °
Chrysler Mack

DETROIT, Mich. — The
company ﬁnally got rid
of the poisonous smoke
which we wrote about in
News & Letters, but they
replaced it with harder work.

The old arch welder holder
which produced the smoke weigh-

ed around half a pound and we|

would be carrying it around all
day. Now they put in the new C2
welder, which doesn’t produce
smoke, but must weigh five or
six pounds and so now we have
to carry them around all day.
HARDER WORK

- We have to produce the same
amount of material as before, but
now we have a heavier piece of
equipment and it takes longer to
weld because the holder is so big
and awkward. The company says
that this new machine gives bet-
ter quahty. To the company
‘everything is production. If in the
change to new equipment no
smoke is produced, the workers
are lucky,

It the change means the work-
ershave to carry around an extra
five pounds, that’s the way it has
to- be. Everything is production
and the workers be damned.

We can even see this oceur in

workers who “become foremen.
All of a sudden life doesn’t mean
a thing, production is ahead of
life. The foremen think about the
company instead of about the
men. Production rules because of
the $12 or $15 more a week that
they make. '

BLACK FOREMEN

The company is getting smart
on the question of foremen. We
have been hollering -about having
some black foremen on the line
and now the company has put
lots of black foremen on.the lines
where there are a majority of
Negroes. Now the white bosses
are really pushing the black fore-
men hard to see.that they push
the black workers hard, :

We have {o understand the ex-
ploitation is both by race and
class and that in fighting it we
must unite race and class, A
black foreman who makes wus
sweat for the company is no dif-
ferent than a white foreman who
does the same.

If there are supervisors then
they should be black as well as
white, but we can’t forget that
the supervisors work for the com-
pany, not for the men,

The union is supposed to work
for the men, but they have been
falling down on this. One example
is the age of our representatives.

The company has been hiring a

lot of young foremen. But the|

union doesn’t have many young
representatives. There are many
young workgrs in the plant and

we think that one way to get bet-
ter representation would be to
have younger officials in the

| union.

Fleetwood

DETROIT, Mich. — We struck
at Fleetwood because the com-
pany kept piling on work after
the model changeover. Now the
company is trymg a new tactic—
piling the work on newly  hired
workers who don’t have union
protection. It was the strike that
made them hire more men, but
now the company is really push-
ing- them. Fleetwood is putting
these men in certain jobs where
standards are not set and all

' types of extra work can be added

on..

The new men can’t do anything
about it because there is no union
protection for sixty days. By the
time sixty days comes around
the company will have set what-
ever standards they see fit and
there will be nothing the worker
can do about it,

We just finished a strike con-
cerning all the work the company
has been forcing us to do and
now they are trying to do the
same thing through the back
door. Why shouldn’t workers be
protected during the first sixty
days? The union should move in
faster to protect a job before the
company builds it up to an almost
inhuman task.

—Fleetwood Worker
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On the Line

The Sprinkler that Failed - -
A Holiday Tale By Chrysler

by John Allison
When production was being run in Plant No. 3 at “
Chrysler Highland Park plant, management installed a-’
sprinkler system for fire protection, During Christmas sea- -
son, the office workers and management personnel were

‘home having a nice time with their families. :

¥

There’s nothing wrong with that, except that maybe
all workers should have the same opportumty But at any
rate the heat in the office building went down: the sprinkler |

system froze; and the result was
a nice flood descended upon
Chrysler’s gold-plated offices.

I was also told some offices in
Townsend’s Temple got wet while
he enjoyed Christmas.

HAPPY HOLIDAY

The fruth 1s, the way things
were going in the shop, the big-
shots really needed that sprinkler
system to cool off.

Just to show that manage-
ment’s heart was in the right
place, the bosses on the night shift
on the day before Christmas holi-
day really got into the swing of
things. As it so happened, the
workers on day and afternoon
shifts had pretty much worked up
all of the production material at
hand, which meant that the mid-
night shift workers had to get
their own stock.-

It alse meant that production

Dynamite Poverty

Workers’ Home

PIKEVILLE, Ky. — Alan
and Margaret McSurely have
asked for a federal investiga-

tion of the dynamiting of

their home near here Decem-
ber 13.

The McSurelys and their year-
old son, Victor, narrowly es-
caped death when the dynamite
bomb missed their- bedroom
window. It hit the side of the
house instead. )
BLAME COAL OWNERS

The McSurelys charged in af-

fidavits filed with the U.S. Dis-
trict Attorney that the dynamit-

ing was a part of a conspiracy

against them on the part of coal
operators and politicians in
Eastern Kentucky. They said the
conspiracy, designed to prevent
organization by the poor, started
with their arrest under a state
sedition law in 1967; the law was
later - declared unconstitutional.

The dynamiting came a week
after the Kentucky Un-American
Activities Committee (KUAC)
held another in a series of hear-
ings here., The McSurelys are
field workers for the Southern
Conference Education Fund
(SCEF), which has heen under
attack by KUAC.

Mrs. Anne Braden, associate
director of SCEF, sent telegrams

of protest to Gov. Louie B. Nunn

and State Sen. Scott Miller, Jr.,
chairman of KUAC.
KUAC STIRS HATE

She charged that “this criminal

lact (the dynamiting) was pro-

voked by the fear and hatred
generated by your Committee, In
Eastern Kentucky, this Commit-
tee is serving only the interests
of the coal operators . . .

“When a society attempts to
kill ideas by force and fear, it
always ends up killing people. In
the name of human life, we call
on you te suspend activities of
KUAC before it is too late —
and a real tragedy descends on
Kentucky.”

The McSurely bombing was the
latest in a series of dynamiting
and violence against black and
white residents of Kentucky. Five
churches and a pharmacy were
bombed in the summer and fall
in various parts of the state, The
pharmacy bombing resulted in
injury of four persons, including

the pharmacist, a leader in the
NAACP.

had to stop, and as every worker -
knows, this is a cardinal sin.’
againgt the corporation, In addi--
tion, it was also the Christmas .
season, the workers were show-;;
ing the proper spirit hy wishing -
each other a happy holiday sea- :
son, shaking hands with each oth-
er and in general having a jovial
time. ;
Well, it may have heen a tlme :
for wishing happy holiday for the -
workers, but it sure wasnt’
thouvht to be so by the bosses.
And they made this clear by tak-"
ing down the names of workers
who were not working like  the
foremen wanted them fo. The net
result was that some 78 workers’
names were turned in for dis-
ciplinary action. \
PRODUCTION JITTERS

" The workers, of course, knew *
what the corporation was mad at.
It was the lost production from '
the three days’ holiday time work-
ers got off for Christmas and the
two other days they got for New
Year. This-meant production time .
lost forever. And the bosses had
production jitters. How were they
going to make up the production
time lost unless they pushed the
workers as much as they could?

As they found out though, it
was a bad time to push. Instead
of getting out more productien,
the workers slowed down even
more, This added to the bosses’
anger, and they called higher and
higher supervision to try to threat-
en. the workers, This didn’t work
either.

At any rate, the original 78 -
names that were turned in were
later cut down to 28, and these
are being negotiated. The man-
agement fried to accuse three
workers of being ringleaders of
the trouble, and at first wanted
to fire them. They were kept on, '
finally, but the company tried to
give one of them ten days off,
another five days off, and the '
last three days off. The remain-
ing 25 were docked for three
hours work.

TENSION GROWS .

This isn’t over yet, and there.
is arguing between the company

‘and union representatives . over :

this whole issue, and things are .
expected to get a lot worse be-
fore they get better between man-
agement and the production work-

ers.

Adding to the friction is the .
tension that is felt about the mov-
ing out of the plant workers to .
Ohio and to other Detroit-area
‘Chrysler plants. With the new
year, more layoffs are in the
cards, and the recession the work- "
ers fear from the Nixon admin.
istration is making a lot of them
feel prefty edgy.

If management starts to throw
its weight around in the plant, it
can find it is mixing a real ex-
plosion that can blow up in its
face. Things aren’t exactly like
they used to be—especially be-
tween the older workers and the
young black militants. There is
already handwriting on the wall
that the experience of the older
workers mixed with the energy
and  determination of the young -
militants can produce a very .
happy marriage for the workers,
and mean bad medicine for man-
agement in the future. ‘
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»; SF State COllege Rebellioh
‘Challenges Entire System

Continued from page 1

root ‘and branch, And it is especially the young, articulate, black '

people at S. F. State who have begun to do it.

“si.. Their call for a Black Studies Program challenges the educa-
" tional system. While previously only a few Marxist-Humanists have

stressed the black man’s vanguard role throughout American his-

tory, the demand by the Black Students Union puts .the struggle
on a whole new level. The black consciousness which groups such
- as.the Black Panthers have achieved since the assassination of Dr.
King, has moved further in months than the decades of Negro
. History Week that black intellectuals founded to fight the total

exclusion of black people from the history white society has

practiced. - L

- PEMAND HISTORIC ROLE OF BLACK AMERICAN
If the demand for the history of the black man is a mass
* demand, then it cannot be dealt away by appointing one black
administrator at one school. All of the academic community will
‘have to.be shaken up, beginning with the historical societies who
have -perpetnated our present misconceptions of American history.
" The African Studies programs which have been in existence the
last few years will not do. We must come to grips with the frue
" historic role of the black man in America.
. This revolutionary black consciousness will hopefully lead to
" a demand by white students that the real history of America—the
history of its revolutionary peoples, black, brown, yellow, red and
white—be faught in all the schools. It is not just black people but
most especially white people who need to know the history of this
eountry. This is not “educational reform” but part of a revolution-
ary movement.

The strike at State has not only brought black people to leader-

ship, but has given voice to many new creative forces. Here is
an excerpt from a leaflet of the “Intercoliegiate Chinese For Social
Action” at San Francisco State: -
.- «gF- - State has a Chinese language department that isolates
" the ‘Chinese Experience’ as a cultural phenomernon in a language
that: 83% of the Chinese in the United States do not speak. Realis-
tically, we can expect that a Chinese woman, living in the ghetto,
" who speaks Cantonese canfot explain to the scholar that she is dying
of tuberculosis because she speaks a ‘street language’ while the
scholar mutters a classical poetry in Mandarin. SF State College
does not teach Cantonese. : . .
i “Chinatown is a ghetto. In San Francisco there are approximately
50,000 Chinese of whom the vast majority live in Chinatown . . .
i »:There ‘are no adequate courses in any department or school
- at-SF- State that even begin to deal specifically with the problems
of the Chinese people in this exclusionary and racist environment.”
ALL ALIENATED GROUPS PARTICIPATE . .
3 Latin-American’ and Mexican-American student organizations
are also active in the strike. .
Besides new elements finding a voice in the student community,

others joined in. On campus the American Federation of Teachers |

chapter went on strike both to support the students and to get
recognition for their union. Their strike was supported by the San
Francisco Labor Council. ' As a result, the food handlers in the
cafeteria left their jobs. There are other unionized employees on
eanipus who may refuse to cross picket lines.

& Off-campus, we cannot say whether the strike will act as a
springboard to an-alliance with workers, though some groups within
unions’ have issued support leaflets and urged workers in their
-union to go to San Francisco State and join the students.

' - We can say that black labor, the black community, is very
much behind what the students are doing. Community people have
eome to the campus. The students have moved off-campus to leaflet
and explain the strike in the community. The emergence of the
Third World Liberation Front is an indication that the support
is not limited to the black community, but includes other minorities

. -in. multi-racial San Francisco. ' )

Other campuses in California have had rallies in support’ of
S.F. IState. Some state colleges have indicated that they may walk
out also. )

The current reactionary President, S. I. Hayakawa, says all

- would be normal except for a small handful of militants and revolu-
tionary communists.. The thousands of black, brown, white and
yellow students on strike give short shrift to this old lie. They
have clearly shown how widespread the strike is.
REVOLUTIONARY REORGANIZATION

~+ On the other side, certain *radical” groups have claimed
‘that it 'was precisely their politics which led the movement at State
to ‘where it is. They, too, fail to see the vastness of the movement,
41l the elements which set it in motion, all the new ideas and forces
c¢oming to the fore. They cannot all be summed up in the “vanguard
party” with the “right line.”” Instead these forces must be allowed
to grow to represent a real philosophy of freedom.

- - What the black students have begun at San Franecisco State
is'the first act of revolutionary reorganization—the uprooting, at
“ofie and the same time, of the educational system and the racism
@hat has put American civilization on trial. )
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_ THE YEAR PAST—
PRESENT AND FUTURE

1 note that an “expert’” in
the U.S. State Department re-

“fers to 1968 as a year of retro-

gression.. How wrong he is.

It was a year in which the
Czechoslovakian Communist
leaders had to make a partial
submission to the .masses.
Also we had the mass revolt
in France, followed by a simi-
lar movement in Italy. The
spark of revolt has been seen
in Poland, and evidence shows
that there is -also a spark in
Russia.

The. recent demonstrations
in London showed progress de-
spite some weaknesses even
here. )

Harry McShane
Glasgow
a 0 %

" It has become almost  a
cliche—no matter how true—
to decry the insanity of spend-
ing billions on space explora-
tion when we haven’t solved
the problems of our own.earth
yet. So I put the cliche aside
and got all wrapped up in. fol-

lowing the trip to the moaon.

Then came the night the
news of the fantastic success
of the flight was followed by

" the news that people were dy-

ing in New York City because
there ‘was no heat in their
tenament - buildings. And I
came crashing back to reality
with a thud. It’s no cliche. It

is insanity.
Seeretary
- Chicage

- ® % %

-The -race to build the first
supersonic transport plane has
been won by the Soviet Union

and has received as little pub-

licity here as the flight of the
Apollo 8 did in the Soviet
Union. The United States, after
working on the project for the
past six years, is a poor third
in the race, with the joint
French-British plane scheduled
for testing in January. The
American Boeing SST will not
be completed until late 1970.
The. $2 billion cost of devel-
oping the American version
will come out of the taxpayer,
while the profits from its man-
ufacture and use will go to the
stockholders in American air-
craft industries.
Observer
Boston

* % %

In our shop we began to

work shorter hours in Decem-
ber. Nobody was surprised.
We’ve been waiting for it ever
since Nixon got in. We have
been told that there has been

‘'a six percent decline in ecar

orders already since the elec-
tion. And this is just the be-
ginning. It looks like it is going
to be a pretty grim new year
for the working man. )

Ford Worker

B

THE BLACK REVOLT

The history of the black past
has never been put into a book
where black children.could see
and read how the older black
people have fought here, and
died, just as the black people
-are - getting killed today for
trying to be free. It would be
a good thing if the white race
would write a true history for

.their schools, a history that

would show how the black race
has come its long way through
the injustice and oppression it

_has had to face.

Some -whites like to change .
the truth around. They. don’t

Detroit

mind - saying that black folks

can do some things — but not -

as well as the whites. ‘When
they tell history in their way,

- they- list all of the bad things

they:can find that a black man

might: have ‘done. All the good -

things that have heen done are
credited to :the whites. None
of the bad things done by
whites are mentioned.

There was a TV special re-
cently about -the city of Bos-
ton. It proved once and for all
that Negroes are not going to
be fools ‘any longer, saying yes
to everything' a white man

" says-against them, because
- they are black: ‘

The Black man is standing
up to tell the white man what
the black people want, and
what they mean to have with-
out any more waiting. One
hundred years is long endugh
fo become a free citizen of the

- United States. ‘

It has been the black man

who has had the troubles in

this country, all his life. Now

_the white man is beginning to

know what: trouble is. When
black « power gets a- little
stronger still, things will have
to change — for the better or
the worse. :

R E. Dunhar

Detro it

* ® %

Some people are advocating
things like five states for Neg-
roes. This is contrary to what
American citizens want.

-1t is ridiculous even from
the. standpoint of - the five

states that are being asked for. -

What could we do with thein if
they .gave them to us? Missis-
sippi, Georgia,  Alabama. and
the others , . . those states are
so poor that when the rabbits
go across the fields, they carry
their own lunches! s
" DPW Union Man
Detroit

S : & % *

.-Workers of both races must
realize the reality of a system
which is seeking to draw at-
tention away from a shaky

economy, dangerous military- -

industrial collusion, and: a
quiet campaign against organi-
zed labor, by appealing to
white fears and racism. HE

The “law and order” slogan
is not only the excuse for anti-
riot, anti-strike legislation, but
also a bold attempt to justify
‘a campaign of genocide at
home at the same time  as
Americans are rejecting a si-
milar campaign against the
Vietnamese,

» Student in Exile

* % %

_PUERTO RICAN TRIALS

- Jose "del Carmen Garcia
Miranda went on trial in San
Juan, Puerto Rico on Nov. 12
for refusing induction into the
American army. He was the
first of over a hundred indyc-

tion refusers to stand trial. By -

Nov. 12 the draft trials bad

been scheduled continuously

on into April, 1969. :

‘On Nov. 18 Garcia was ac-
quitted. T he government’s
case was reportedly airtight.
The draft resistance trials
were expected to last about an
hour apiece. Instead, the very

- first trial dragged on in court

for four days. And the govern-
ment lost — on a technicality.
Defense attorney Michael
Standard introduced evidence

to show that Garcia bad been.

issued -his induction order out
of turn.

On Nov. 20, Colonel Luis -

Torres Massa, head of the Sel-

_ective Service in Puerto-Rice,

R

Canada

ders’

‘held a press conference; ‘He-

denied ' that  -Garcia’s - local
board did not follow the pré--

“scribed order of call whed # -

drafted him. :

Torres stressed repeatedly
during the press ‘conference :
that the local boards did not
discriminate . against . anyone
because of his political be-
liefs. Many Puerto Rican in-
duction refusers are COs pr
marily for political reasons.
They want indepéendence for
Puerto Rico and argue “that
application of the- draft law %o

_Puerto Rico is illegal.

The trial got a lot of atten-
tion from the newspapers, and

© ran a lot of pictures of the

judge and the colonel smiling.
And that’s pretty much the
way things stand. At one time
or other lately everyone bas

- been smiling. But no one has:
. yet had the last laugh. ==

"Thomas Dorney "'~
Puerto Rican Peace Center’
San Juan, Puerto Rico ™ -

. * & %

MINE DISASTER .-
At last—an: -article on ‘the
mine disaster in ' West Virginia
that put the hlame where #
belonged—on all of them: the,
government, . the .companies;
and the Union. How true it
is that only when the mining
conditions are controlled by

the miners themselves will .

- such tragedies be ended.

<1 Reader
Philadelphia

LR A SRS g .
. Your - article -on :the -mine.
disaster was really: excellent.
Not -another: paper.or maga-
zine I have - read, .whether
“radical” or “bourgeois” ¢ame
anywhere near - touching. the.
facts and the esgsence as yours.
did. I cannot help but feel that
it ‘had to be written ~by. some-
one who knew thé mines. and
mining conditions, from inside,
not from the outside. =~
Auto Worker
: . Detroit

T

Editor’s Note: Andy Phillips,

- the author; was a miner for
. ten years in- West~Virginia,

and has lived ‘through an ex
plosion, several roof-falls. -
) o E E e B
THE BLINDING DOLLAR
People from all walks of life

" have talked of love for their

children, but -I wonder how:
much sincerity is  involved
since we still tolerate systems
of government that enslave all
children. It is not the intent of
the rulers for their children
to come into this category. But
they can’t help suffering all
the "corruption .of the price
system—except the deprivation
of slave labor, :

Slave labor constitutes some-
thing like 75 to 90 percent of
the world population; the great
masses in India ‘and - Asia,
Africa, Central and South
America  and Europe. Some

© everywhere. All illiterate vie-

tims of the price-profit system,
imposed on the masses since
early history. Now it’s the
world bank with “Free World”

‘military government . . .

Labor organizations, peace.

. movements, student rebellions,.

and the many do-good societies.
are not going to work for the

liberation of the mass ... but

in the ranks of all of these.
movements there -are people.
who will; .

The Negro is the only people

;g.‘t)o,};gve a. purpose. They
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need leadership and a plan of
_aetion that will organize in-
dividuals of all nationalities,
suffering . victims of the.
system. In this movement
there can. be no discrimina-
tion agamst any. A strong
lakor “organization can stop
all” productlon for war, and
profits. They need a plan to

réplace the military-industrial

estabhshment

Can we get away from the
idea :.of. the dollar, - that
mysterious . power which is
blinding the mass?
| - SR B.T-

- New Mexico
S P R P

... FIRST DROPOUT?
T=mever thought I'd see the
day I-would applaud George:
Romney. But the day he made
his.-speech . about ending - the
parechial -schools was it. He
marched < in. . where even a
" “radical” would have feared

to tread

I suppose that when you find
yourself in a job where you
- have to_face reality in order
to solve your ‘problems, you

suddenly find yourself forced .

to face the truth,

“I'#a “sorry 10 say that I pre-
diet: poor ' Mr. Romney will be
the first .one of the cabinet to

~he ﬁred from hrs ‘brand new

post
oy Engineer
v oo™ Michigan
T I
,».-J*H_,ILOSOPHY AND
- REVOLUTION

I hare heard that various pro-
C¥inese “or  semi-Chinese
greups in France have organ-
ized ‘themselves into a new,
more --or -less underground
group, called *‘At the Service
of 'the People.” This is a quo-
tatron from Mao:

€ inly th e intellectual
‘to be " at the “serv1ce of
the people *?-put this is an in-
dication of how far these
people are from having: roots
in"the class struggle.
‘The- discussion of organiza-
“tion ih Raya Dunayevskaya’s
“The; Missing ..Link” was ex-
tremely. good. I think it is the
most . important question we
have to deal with today. Just
think of what might-have hap-
‘pened in France and perhaps
in Italy now, if there were a
group tied to the people and
capahie of analyzing the situ-
ation in- terms of class strug-
g}e' ¢ (e
. Observer
Milan
Edltor’s Note: Copies of
‘“The ‘Missing Link” are avail-
able for 35¢ from News & Let-
ters, 415 Brainard St., Detroit,
chh 48201.

I I

‘Not- enly did Marcuses :
theme on “new class organ- -

ization,”” his seekmg of a revo-
lutianary base in the “outsid-
ers’”’ fali flat, but with the near-
revolutmn in France, I think
a,great many of the New Left-
ists faund themselves totally
e-evahatmg their class think-
ing.
.Jt s not easy when one. is
ln the: movement to remain
ob;eehve ¥ instead of getting
-caught up in the movement’s
rush towards “revolution,”
thus “lesing sight of reality
and the: counter-revolutionary
séed existent within adven-
turism “and bourgeons tactics.
"Tthiik & new day is coming
as ‘regards the class battle of

workers and other oppressed

peoples. .
L New Reader

_California

WHAT- IS NEWS
of workers and in

countries,

mental and manual labor.

organization.

The only paper that features a regular column,
Worlds,” by Raya Dunayevskaya, chairman of the Natlonal
Editorial Board, and author of Marxism and Freedom.
ORGANIZATION—We: are an organization of Marxist Human-
ists—blacks and whites who are seeking to change our condi-
tions of life in the shops, the schools, the soclety as a whole.
.To do this we feel that all of us—workers in the factories,
students in the universities and high schools—must come to-
~gether and talk about how we can end speed up and racism
in the plants, miseducation in the school; how we can build

. different human relations, by abolishing the division between

LETTERS? A unique combination
llectuals. -

PAPER—This is the only paper anywhere edited by a black
worker, Charles Denby, who works in an auto plant. The only
paper written for -and by - workmg people, youth and black
people fighting for freedom, in the USA. and in other

“Two

We invite you to write for the paper, and to join our

|is opened. It all began when the

| stabilize the dollar,” lower wages

"The Maosts- have come: out
with 'a pamphlet called
“Czechoslovakia: the Counter-
Revolution.” (I guess they
hadn’t got the word from Mao
before they rushed in to print.)

But it isn’t a laughing mat-
ter. Because there are hardly
any in. the so-called “New
Left” who seem to appreciate,
in the sense of understanding,
what the  Czechoslovakian
‘events are all about. They dis-
miss it as. “certainly no revo-
lution.”

Their conception of revolu-
tion is so distorted that it has
béen reduced to meaning
“suns” instead of “ideas”: The
. Czechoslovak people did not
shoot down  the Russian in-
vaders (who came  in - with
tanks) so hew:could:they be

revolutionary? The hxstory of.

what preceded - the invasion,
why the Russians felt.-they had
" to invade—all that is lost on
them,

You are left wondering if
the New Left is not really just
the “Old Left’’ in new clothes?
Then you realize that it has to
he more than that. But that
you have to confront these
young people with sometruly
revolutionary ideas, i.e. Marx-
ist-Humanist ideas, in order
to keep the Old Left from ab-
sorbmg them completely.

Student
) Ann Arbor
* L 3

I find the workers in my
shop have been able to relate
to the Czechoslovakian events
very easily. They have been
fighting against their magters

all’ their lives.

Workers are with the under- .

dog almost always. They cer-
tainly give the Czechoslovak
people credit for the ingenious
ways they have heen fighting
the Russians ever since the: in-
vasion. It takes a pretty smart
human being to resist and still
not get himself killed with. all
those tanks in his country!

Chrysler Worker
" Detroit
* * £

TELLING IT LIKE IT IS
When the last issue of News

& Letters was sold at our

plant gate, I saw workers

. reading it all day. Not a sin-
gle one was put down any-
where. Guys would read a bit
when they could, then stick it
in their pockets to read more
later on.

I've noticed a difference in
the attitude of workers in our
shop to “radical” papers, in
general. In the old days

- Renther -red-baited so much
that workers were sometimes
afraid te read radical papers
too openly. But now they don’t

_._gare wha;_ Reuther or . the -

company thinks. If they think
a paper tells the truth, they
show it to everyone.
Chrysler Worker
Detroit
% % %

TO HELP KEEP

N &LGOING...
‘Here is a dollar from a
black worker who is a member
of the IWW, Thanks for your
invitation to the “Black-Red

conference;”” I'm sorry, but I

can’t attend.’

I don’t like the all black
theme.- Black youth and black
workers must work with all
classes: of workers, including
the whites. All workers should
participate in any movement
on an equal basis. But you are
on the right track. So, com-
rades;.good luck to you.

‘Wobbly
Chicage
. o * * £ 3 :

The - Christian - .Democrats
triumphed in the elections in
my country, over the. ruling
AD party. It is possible that
it will mean less repression for
the people, and for the revo-
lutionaries here.

. The vote is obligatory, and
you cannot abstain, but the
revolutionaries voted “null.”
(Those who have the “Peking
line’”’ did, too. This is the MIR
group. Before they were Fi-
delistas and now call them-
selves “Che Guevaristes.”)

The Communist Party parti-
cipated in the elections and
gave help to the MEP. candi-
date, Dr. Prieto, who came in
last. The Communists got less
votes than in 1958, and their
party is sick. The vote for the
CCN, the party ‘of ex-dictator,
Juan Perez, was four trmes
greater than theirs.

We are at the dawn of a
world revolution, what with
Paris, Genoa, Mexico—and

- Venezuela will also be heard

from. That is what we are
working - for,

_I.send you the énclosed con-
tribution-as my greeting to all
the editors of News & Letiers
for informative work abhout

" Czechoslovakia you have given
the world, and to help keep
,N&L going.

Correspondent
Venezuela

) . * % % RN
We just received a $5 bill to
buy a gift for our infant son.

I can think of nothing he needs

more right now, than a new
world. So here is the $5 to help

keep News & Letters going.
>Angela Terrano
New York

t % =»

Editor’s Note: We thank all
those readers, here and

- abroad who gave what they
could to help keep N & L go- -

ing. It’s not too late te send

in ‘your contribution if you ve
.. forgotten:

to wield as big an ax in foreign

N1X0n — 0ld, New, Napoleonie

Contmued from page 1 ]

if Wallace would, indeed, be the
spoiler of this election.

A Repeat of the

Eisenhower Days?

The facelessness of the Nixon
Cabinet notwithstanding, each hag
shown a special talent for putting
his foot in his mouth each time it

new Secretary of the Treasury,
David. Kennedy, set off a minor
international monetary crisis with
his very first press conference.
Considering his arch-conservatism
and concentration on internal not
external problems that was quite
a feat.

The irony was that Kennedy is
of. the old, old corporate capital-
ism school which thinks that, “to

and higher unemployment are
needed, at home; playing with the
gold standard abroad would only
divert from primary. goal. The
whole notorious ““Chicago School
of Economics’’ is famous for. pre-

ferring a good deal of unemploy-
ment to a little bit of inflation.

Nixon is busy staffing the ad:
ministration with successful busi-
nessmen in the Eisenhower tradi-
tion. The formula of the then
Secretary of Defense Wilson was,
“What is good for GM is good
for- the country.” This business
philosophy brought about- reces-
sions enough in the 1950’s. At the’
end of the 1960’s, it can lead to
nothing but utter catastrophe,
especially since the added ingred.
ient of Nixon’s businessmen is
racism—a total insensitivity to the
Black Revolt,

Thus, even the “‘moderate”
Robert Finch, the new Secretary
of Health, Education and Welfare,
proposed, - in his first conference,
to “rationalize’’ the sprawling 435
separate domestic programs that
are in operation nmow. Obviously
unaware that at least some of
them reach into- the rural South,
his computerized mind sounded
as the efficiency expert bent on
eliminating ‘“boondoggling.”

Immediately, Andrew Young of
the SCLC stated that what is now
going to the poor blacks in the
South is the very barest mini-
mum, is in local hands, and can-
not be tampered with whatever.
“We Blacks will tell it to Nixon
like it is.” White racists assassi-
nated Reverend King. They
showed disdain for the Poor Peo-
ples March to Washington. They
will not be allowed to practice|.
‘“‘economy’’ at the expense of the
already impoverished.

Stability—for Pro fzteers

Where Eisenhower attempted to
have at least one plumber in his
Big Business Administration, the
mindless  Nixon Administration
appointed, as Secretary of Labor,
George P. Schultz, the Dean of
Chicago * University’s Graduate
School of Business Administra-
tion.

Nixon is so concerned with the
stability of the dollar for the
profiteers that, along with at-
tempting to slash the 435 domes-
tic welfare programs, he intends

aid. With the help of the Southern
Democratic reactionaries in Con-
gress, the Republican ax-wielders
have already cut by a full third
the mlserly help the United

States gives to the third world .
especially Africa. : )

The richest country in the world
ranks seventh in this field.' Gloat-
ing in the downfall of Sukarne,
they -think that NEFO (New .
Emerging Forces) is only an ad-
ministrative figment of Sukarne’s
imagination. It is not hard te
prove that: that collapsed with
Sukarno’s -downfall. What ‘deli
sion, however, to think this means
that the actually emerging new
forces abroad, as well ‘as the
revolutionary forces at home, had
been silenced. All' such delusion i
proves is that Nixon’s Achllled
heel is in the head.

The South Rides Agam :

in the North - :

Vice-President Spu'o T. Agnew
is not the only nameless onée’whe; -
overnight, became - a “household
word for racism, Nor was: the
racist character exhausted with
the addition of a Cabinet member
from the Deep South -~ Winton
Blount of Montgomery, Ala., whe, -
as Postmaster General, acts-as
dispenser of patronage jobs and
political organizer for the Ad- -
ministration.

The lily-white Nixon Cabine$
also contains one Walter Hickel
as- Secretary of the Interior. In
his very first press conference, .
Hickel not only promised to give
away most of Northern Alaska to
the oil and natural gas interests;
he also found it necessary to vent
himself of this racist diatribe to .
explain why he did so: “Just te
lock it up and throw the key away
would be wunreasonable when
there is only one white person
for every million acres,”: Thus
does the mnew Secretary of In-
terior talk of people and the huge
federal wildlife reservation, abeut
the last great unspoiled terntory
in America.

To round. out. the hreed that

-must deal . with ‘labor unrest,

racial strife, youth revolt——social
unrest in general that parallels
the Civil War days—we get John -
Mitchell as Attorney General. It
was he, who wrote the winning
jingle for the racist election -
“Law and Order.”

Judging by the manner m

which the very first session of
Congress saw the reactionary
Southern Democrats and: the Re-
publicans gang wup ftogether
against Representative Adam
Clayton Powell, Nixon may. feel
he can depend on this unhely alli-
ance fo see him through the per-
iod ahead. What he doesn’t know
is that Congress is not where the
decisions of the next period will |
be made, and that this first aet
of Congress is sure to do nothing
but incense the black community
more than ever.

Nixon may think that, since the
blacks did not vote for him, he
“owes” them nothing. But his
good friend, Governor Reagan- of
California, could inform him how
badly fares the policy of the big

-stick, the fastest gun on the

street ‘and the bayonet in.the
universities - (see Editorial. on
Black Students Strike. .at. San -
Francisco State College, p. 1)..

““The Big Decisions>
Organization, organijzation, .or-
ganization — it oozes out of all
pores of Nixon’s aides. For them,
the presidency begins and ends
Continued on page 8 :

Special Offer
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from NEWS & LETTERS
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Student Revolt in California

By Bernard Wendell
~LOS ANGELES Calif.—December, 1968, witnessed the greatest
mass student revolt in the Los Angeles inner city schools since
March’s blowouts. As in March, the movement centered around the
struggle of minority students against racism in the schools, and
once again there were sympathy demonstrations in penpheral
whife high schools. A new stage, suspended temporarily by the

Christmas Vacation, has opened.

March’s blowouts were pri-
marily .due to the new mili-
tancy of Mexican-American. stu-
dents, and brought the Brown
Berets to the fore; December’s
‘battles have been waged. mainly
by black students and have
shown -the power and support
that the Black Students’ Union
(BSU) commands on the high
sahool level.
GENERAL CRISIS

Another factor. which did not
exist in March is the general
crisis in the state colleges and
universities, particularly in Cali-
fornia. San Francisco State
College is the center of the stu-

- dent revolt in California today,

and it is -there that the name
BSU sticks out ahove all others,
as it does in the other state col-
leges and in the high schools.

Thus, there is a direct link be-
tween the student opposition to
the  miseducational system -and
its role in our society on both
levels of the so-called “higher
educational” apparatus.

The backbone of the revolt, of

eourse, was Fremont High
School, which is 90% 'black. At
a Dec. 10 faculty meeting at-
tended by many students, four
BSU leaders -accused certain
teachers of .inadequacy and in-
sensitivity  and demanded open
hearings to determine whether
or not some of the teachers are
racists. Malcolm, the white prin-
eipal, suspended the four lead-
ers, and the revolt was on.
STUDENTS RALLY

~In the days that followed, stu-

dents rallied against the suspen-’
~gions. Hundreds of students held

a meeting in the auditorium
rather than attend classes.

While the administrators de-

bated with  community leaders,
police and security officers moved
in with drawn pistols and ar-
rested three students. The rest
fled before the police advance,
shouting, “The pigs are coming!”
as they abandoned the audito-

~ yium.

The Board of Education met on
Monday, Dec. 16. The first item
on the agenda was a proposed
school bond, which allowed an
East L.A. parents’ representative
to demand action on the horrible
shape of Mexican-American high
schools.

STATE DEMANDS

Fremont came up later. A stu-
dent representative expressed the
students’ - solidarity behind the
BSU. Then Rick Ivie, BSU presi-
dent, spoke. He said that Brown-
ing, another white administrator
who in the interim had replaced
Malcolm, was unsatisfactory, and
demanded that Mrs. Barrington,
Girls’ Vice Principal, a black
woman, take his place.

VNew Issue Just Out

The student journal of
political affairs

ITHE ACTIVIST

One year’s subseription, $2
: 5 issues,
Send orders to
THE ACTIVIST
2714 W, College,

 Oberlin, Ohio 44074 {

He also demanded that the
next principal be selected by a
governing beard made up of stu-
dents, teachers, and parents, and
that the board also be empow-
ered to review the conduct of
teachers and administrators in
order to weed out racists and
incompetents.

Other BSU demands were
courses in Afro-American cul-
ture, Swahili, and the problems
of the black community, as well
as more black teachers, relevant
educational materials, and a stu-
dent-parent association.

BLACK PRINCIPAL

Later the Board went into ex-
ecutive session and appointed
Donald Bolten, a black adminis-
trator, the new principal. How-
ever, the color of the adminis-
trator was not the only question;
as Ricky lvie said, ‘It doesn’t
make any dlfference because you
picked him.” The walkout began,
(almd was 80% effective the next

ay.

Disturbances continued through
Dec. 23, on which day the BSU
and the community decided to
accept Bolton as principal IF he
implemented their demands.
Meanwhile, Bolton had the flu
and the acting principal was
Mrs. Barrington.

There were partial boycotts in
such inner city schools as Jordan
High, Jefferson High, and Cren-
shaw High. The situation created
by the high school students also
allowed black students at Los An-
geles City College and brown
students at East Los Angeles City
College to demonstrate with great
effect.

BLACK AND WHITE.

There was action in such West
Los Angeles schools as Hollywood
High and especially Hamilton
High, where a black-white (i.e.,
BSU-SDS) students’ alliance was
very effective, culminating in sit-
ins and teach-ins.

Further “developments all over
Los Angeles can be expected to
begin when school reopens Jan. 5.

Thend January, ]969 E
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High Schoolers Stun City of New York

New York, N.Y.—For
weeks, complacent New
Yorkers were stunned by
what was happening in their
city. The newspapers were
filled with incredible stories
of tens of thousands of high
school kids battlmg cops in
the streets,
subway tracks and pulling

emergency cords, even set-

ting off home-made bombs in
school auditoriums.

After the battles, the streets
from Ocean Hill-Brownsville to
the Lower East Side were littered
with picket signs, broken bottles,
bricks, even apples and tin cans
that had been thrown at police
cars.

There were hundreds of ar-
rests, on charges ranging from
arson and incitement to riot (ex-
plosions hit a white-middleclass
Queens high school and also black
Haaren High in Manhattan) to
the arrest of 20 Bronx students
for burning their program cands.

There was a huge confronta-
tion. on 34th St.,, one of New
York’s largest shopping centers,
and thousands of shoppers in
Macy’s and Gimbel’s watched
through the windows as scream-
ing 14 and 15-year-olds ran
through the streets pursued by
mounted police. '

STUDENTS MARCH

One of the most effective dem-
onstrations was that of the first
day back to school after the ten-
week teachers’ strike. Students
from John Jay H.S. flooded out

onto the streets and marched |

through their community picking
up students from other Brooklyn
schools.

As a mass they ran. to the
Board of Education and then, ty-
ing up traffic, crossed the Brook-
Iyn Bridge over to City Hall. They
demanded a hearing of their

Mexican-American Unity
Wins Fight For Teacher

LOS ANGELES, Calif.—
The reinstatement of Sal
Castro to the job at Lincoln
High School has been a big

|victory for the entire East-

side community (predomi-
nately Mexican - American).
During this struggle he had
become a symbol for better
education for the children
of the Eastside.

The people have become aware
of their power as a united force
in form of demonstrations of dis-
sent and sit-ins at the Board of
Education, The people will exert
this force in the future to shape
their own destiny. This becomes
apparent with the unification of
the many splintered groups ' of
the Eastside into one unified or-
ganization exemplified in a meet-
ing held Sunday at Hazard Park,
not unlike the Black Congress
of the Southside.

| TRANSFERS NORMAL

A misconception being capital-
ized upon by the press and the
reactionary elements is the fact
that 40 members of the facul-
ty at Lincoln High School have
submitted their requests for
transfer, according to them, as

a result of Sal Castro’s return to
the school. In truth, Lincoln and
the schools on the Eastside have
a very high turnover rate.

Only last year before these
events occurred, at Lincoln Park
School, about 30 teachers trans-
ferred, resigned or went on
leaves. The number quoted by
the press indicates perhaps ten
or so disenchanted teachers sub-
mitting transfers as a result of
Sal Castro’s return. I'm sure the
school and community will gain
from the quality of education
with the “loss” of these “mag-
nificant ten.”

UNIFIED FORCE

There were no visible material
victories in the schools, but, per-
haps a more valuable victory has
been achieved: that of pride and
self-recognition in the Mexican-
American student and commu-
nity.

A scent of freedom is in the
air and it permeates the stu-
dents as well as the faculty. Vie-
tories are small, but the effect
of each step is intoxicating and
the battle of the Mexican student

and community for equality and.

freedom ' continues,

jumping onto

grievances but were faced by
solid lines of helmets and raised
clubs.

Part of the settlement of | ‘the
teachers’ strike was an arrange-
ment allowing teachers to receive
their - back: pay lost during the
strike. Schools would be  kept

open during Christmas vacation

and students would be reguired
to remain an extra 45 minutes a

day for 14 weeks. The students

realized they would be used, and
refused .to comply.

In high schools and  junior
highs, particularly in ghetto
neighborhoods, students, with the
help of sympathetic teachers,
formed student unions to further
their demand for an end to the
authoritarian school proceilures.

They were very successful or-

{ ganizers. During Christmas: week

only 20% of the students showed
up (including grammar -school
students, kept home by sympath-
etic parents), so few that the

Board of Education was forced

to close the schools, ostensibly
because of the danger of the fuel
shortage.
COMMUNITY - FERMENT
Although some students began
to put their demands in ai polit-
ical context, linking them to com-
munity -control and SDS, most
were only beginning teo become
aware of the implications of their
movement. Poverty program of-
ficials were on the scene, trying
to manipulate the students, par-
ticularly the blacks, in order to
keep the demands on a qtudent

power level. They haven’t sue. .

ceeded.

People are beginning to real- °

ize what public schools are really
for. One black sophomore in:Ha.

aren said, “We demand that our

schools cease their role as assem-
bly lines for producing mindless
slaves for a country we fmd mor-
ally corrupt.”

One million public schoel stu-
dents in NYC have to literally
fight it out among themselves, by
taking competitive tests, to place

into vocational, regular, or ‘“spe- -
cial” high schools. The specialized

schools are for middle-class white
students who get comfortable pa-
per-shuffling jobs "in air-condi-
tioned offices or laboratories.
Skilled factory-jobs go t6 “reg-
ular” high school graduates.
But the vocational ~schools,
filled with poor blacks and Puerto
Ricans, hand their graduates com-

mercial or = general diplomas;

guaranteemg them jobs as rack
pushers in the garment .center,
or, more likely, that they will
never be employed.

These  kids are tired of be-
ing pushed around, tired of being
told they’re worthless because
they’re poor or because theyre
black. ‘Black and white, radical
teachers, parents and students,
are learning that if they fight

together they can open and run .

their schools. They can teach chil-
dren to discover their ‘own value
and dignity as very 1mportant
human beings.

Italian Student Movements

Start Uniting with Workers

(Ed. Note: The following ar-
ticle, from an Italian student, was
written on the eve of the Dec. 2
shooting of the Sicilian peasants,
which resulted in mass demon-.
strations throughout all of Italy.
See-article, page 2, for the report
on what followed the shootings.)

Turin, Italy— The most:

1mportant thing which is
happening in Italy is the
high school students revolt.
High schools in Italy are five
years for students from -14 to 18
years old. They are divided into
three sections: (1) “licei’” for the
richest people, which give no pro-
fessiondl skills but just a general
culture and the right td go to
the university;
schools for technicians and cad-
res; (3) professional schbols for
quahfled workers. The elass di-
vision through the -three types
of high schools is very.dlear."
Last year the impact of uni-
versnty students’ revolt was felt
only in the “licei,” in which
some strikes and oceupatmns oc-
curred all over the couniry. But

this ‘was still a sort of speradic|

movement,

‘This Fall we had a real gen-
eralized explosmn The fight be-
gan in October in several towns
in the north and in the south
of the country. Even in small
and traditionally peacefyl towns
the pupils had general strikes.
MOVEMENT SPREADS

Everywhere the strongest
schools have been the technical

‘| ones, not the “licei’” ag hefore.

The highest pomts of the strug-
gle have been in Rome, Palermo,
Napoli; Venezia, Forli, Bologna
and Torino.

In Bologna all the high schools
were on strike for ten days, with
rallies of 10,000 people every day.
In Turin the movement began

i

(2) technical

later, on Nov. 14 when two iech-
nical schools had a strike’ spon-
taneously. Since then the move-
ment spread ‘to all the * other
schools, and onNov, -
schools were involved. .

This movement created also a
new confrontation with the wuni.
versity administration. On Nov.

20, 10,000 striking pupils, while -

trying to go into the faculty of
architecture to meef,

were wounded and busted..
Later, 10,000 people marched
toward the main building: of ‘the
university and compelled the ad-
ministration to open:it. From: then
on, students have been able to
have their assemblies in the fa-
cilities of the university. -
The. strike spread to the eve-
ning schools (the schools. where
the workers study during ' the
evening after the working: day).
This fact opens great possibilities
of linking the" student -and. the
pupils’ struggle with the workmg
class.
THE ISSUES

The issues of the movement aré’

the right to meet inside the
schools and other kinds of free
speech issues; the authdritarian
relationship between students and
teachers; against the exams and
the class selection. Our prospee-
tive is to open a general fight
against the whole educational sys-
tem, as a class system.
* * O

P.S.—I add a very serious news
note. Tonight, Dec. 2; in Sieily,
near Syracuse, during ‘a demon-
stration of peasants, two of them
have been killed by the cops, and
40 seriously wounded. We have
worked the whole night to or-

ganize strikes and demonstra- -

tions against the police for to-
MOIrow.

19, 30

were-
charged by the cops and many -

i ‘ ' :
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Czech Students Strike;
‘Spirit of Fight Is Alive'

Editor’s Note: Students and workers in Czechoslovdkia continue to
find ingenious ways to show their resistance to the Russian occupa-
tion. What has been forged is “a wonderful unity between university
students and workers in the big cities” in the words of one Czecho-
_slovak Freedom Fighter, following the strike in Prague at the end
of November. After the strike, a 20-year-old student at Charles
University in Prague spoke about the strike and his country:

“People who ask why we are
so different from Western student
radicals seem — if you’ll excuse
me — a little bit thick.

“We are an occupied country—
do I have to remind you? We
know if we make a mistake the
whole country pays, not just us.

“_You should have seen how
much time, how much energy,
was devoted to -making those
small placards that we hung up
on faculty buildings. The energy
‘went ;into. words, to finding the
precise nuance of ezpression, and
not: to, brawls with . cops.

STRIKE DISCIPLINE

“The discipline of the strike
. was amazing. -~ there was noth-
ing of the chaos I saw at Colum-
bia. We had action committees
in every local student union. We
were in constant communica-
tions, and everything was decided
more or less democratically.

“I was at the meeting the night
when we were debating whether
to extend the strike for another
24 hours. Some factory workers
‘were there who said they were
prepared to turn on the sirens
for half an hour and give us sup-
port'if we wanted it.

~ “There was also.a member of
the party central committee. He
told me;: that the leaders backed
us, that.they understood exactly
what. we felt, But he begged us
to consider everything, because,
please, our so-called friends
might not understand.

“So there was a compromise.
We extended: the strike for 12

hours, until Thursday. It was a
very Czech outcome.

ALL SOCIALIST
“There’s another . thing. You

‘know that when we drew up our

list of ten points, few of us
thought for a moment that we’'d
ever get them. We wanted to
keep the spirit of fight alive, to
stop the drift to passivity. -

“All of us- are more or . less
socialist. We don’t want to return
to capitalism. Instead, we want to
make the system work better.

' Anarchists, we have hardly at-all,

though maybe we. will as time
goes by. ) :

“Our heroes, our gurus, if you
like, are different from those in
the~West, Older - people who in-
fluence students here tend to be
theoreticians, not romantic revo-
lutionaries.

f‘To some new left students it
might all sound very conserva-

tive. Maybe some day we’ll have

our Cohn-Bendits here, but not
for a while. Still, you know, when
I talk to American kids I wonder
whether they have really decided
which is more important, revolu-
tionary looks - or revolutionary
ideas.

“I told some of them they

should be more like insects, less|

like bulls. Let them get -inside
organizations, and . transform
them with their ideas, not try
only to make the big gesture and
get beaten by cops. Maybe my
point of view is very Czech. They
didn’t seem to understand.”

50¢c a
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‘The Closed Corporation: *American
Universities in Crisis by James Ridge-
way -(Random House, N.Y,, 1968). 273

pp. $5.95. .

- This book should be required
reading for all college teachers,
especially these who still retain
illusions about the American
academy being some kind - of
“oasis” in an increasingly matel:-
ialistic, manipulative, and anti-
human society. :

In page after page of anecdote,
case-history, inteview, and sta-
tistic, the author documents‘ the
phenomenal growth of' a “‘uni-
versity industry’” consisting of
2,200 institutions with an annual
revenue of ten billion, a growth
rate of ten percent, a half-million
instructors and 6.7 million . stu-
dents. : .

The activities of this super-in-
dustry include weapons develop-
ment, real-estate wheeling-deal-
ing, investment brokerage, pub-
lishing, - counter-insurgency, lob-
bying for high drug prices, unsafe
cars and the bracero system, cig-
arette filters, rat poisons, poison
gases, espionage, comic-books
and parlor %ame:.

SOMEWHERE along t}xe way
the ostensible  humanistic goal
(“‘educating the whole man’’ was.
the phrase used when I Was a
Freshman) gets lost. What does
emerge is the impression of a
kind of data-processing center:
part bank, to provide the money
for the activities of the different
subsidiaries; part brokerage, for
arranging- deals among quarrel-
ing faculty members or between

Of Society, Students and

a faculty group and the govern-
ment.” )

What disturbs Mr. Ridgeway
about this state of affairs, is that
this industry is largely paid for,
directly or indirectly, out of our
tax dollars . . .

After reading Mr, Ridgeway,
the American university system
begins to look like an enormous
Teapot Dome. scandal. You won-
der why the public has not heard
of it before.

& % *

MR. RIDGEWAY is a first-rate
journalist (he works for The New
Republic) and a muck-raker in
the highest sense of the word. As
a result, his book has all the de-
fects of its qualities,

First of all, it is too anecdotal.
After the seventeenth or seventi-
eth case history of a shady real-
estate deal, a conflict-of-interest
scandal, a secret military con-
tract or a professor making a for-
tune setting up a computer cen-
ter or electronic ‘‘spin-off”’ fac-
tory, you get bored. One realizes
that the university industry is no
different from -any other -big
capitalist enterprise and loses the
power to become indignant.

Mr. Ridgeway’s second,
more serious journalistic defect
is ‘the absence of a. theoretical
framework, for which his admir-
‘able sense of outrage is no sub-
stitute.

He sees the multiversity as
some kind of dreadful deviation
from an ideal norm. Since he is
unable to comprehend this phe-
nomenon historically, his own
point of view is basically contra-

DETROIT, Mich.—Ever
since I began high school and
became stuck in a curricu-
lum I have been thinking
about getting out of it be-

™% | cause it is so limiting to my

quest for knowledge. All of

Biny courses have been
| i planned out for me until the

{time I graduate, leaving me
very little room for elective
courses I might want to take.
" The subjects that I am taking

| will give me little help in later

life except to prepare me for
a job that the curriculum is
designated for.
CURRICULUM

It is difficult to transfer out
because if I get out of this cur-
riculum, into what other. can I
go? Nearly every curriculum is
designed to teach you only what
you would need to know for the

& | job youre going into. As. stu-

dents we shouldn’t have to-de-
cide what we are going to be
before we have a chance to
decide. if we like the job, or
for that matter this system,

In order for me to get an
education and understand more
about the world and its current
state, I have to go outside of

and even political groups. The
news media and other informa-
tive sources are oriented in the
same way as our schools, away
from thinking. .
By outside thinking and meet-

same way,
school system needs a complete
change, -not just a few small
reforms.
WRONG CONCEPT
The whole concept of school
has always been that there’s a
teacher who presents the : in-
formation, and pupils who learn
1it. In this way the teacher can
information in any
direction he or his hoard of ed-
ucation wants you to learn' it.
Also, some teachers become al-

school, to libraries, newspapers |

ing other people who think the |:
I realize that this |;

most the dictator of the class- |:

Participatory Education
Needed In High Schools

on everybody. This is the reason
most kids hate school and don’t
want to come.

Back in the days of Greek
philosophers, Aristotle and others
used a method of teaching which
we can call participating educa-
tion, This method is most like
a. discussion group with the
teacher as the moderator. The
teacher presents some informa-
tion or ideas and the students
discuss it, improve it, and come
out more educated than if the
teacher just gave it to them.
The teacher also benefits from
this, and the students are in-
terested in learning more and
thinking for themselves.

This was the method used
during the liberation of Columbia
University and in the Sorbonne
in France where students had a
real opportunity to discuss rather
than just learn by being filled
with information like a hollow
¢ontainer. We are not hollow con-
tainers, but thinking individuals.

This is one small idea for over-
coming our current education
shortage. Do you have ideas for
improving the present education-
al system?

—High School Student
Detroit
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dictory. On the one hand, as a -

reporter, the evidence of his eyes
forces him to conclude (p. 215)

that “The idea that the university
is a community of scholars is a
myth.”: Yet, four pages later, "

when he attempts to formulate a

solution, he can only retreat on- '

to a restatement of the pious* '
myths of the liberal academy: -

“One may hope that the country’

will pursue the idea that the uni-
versity is a place where great '

brought together.”

Part of his confusion stems .

teachers and students are

from his false dichotomy between °
“teaching’’ and other .activities, .

in which he sees “teaching” neg-

lected for the production of sys-

tems-and hardware. In fact, the -

universities do teach: they teach -

young people to become good CIA

agents, good IBM managers, and

good advertising executives.

Mr. Ridgeway thinks that stu-
dents are merely tolerated as a
pretext, ‘“providing the rationale -

fact, as Mario Savio put it four
years ago, they are the “raw ma.
terials” from which the univers-
ity-industry - works wup another
product, equally as important as

‘the new computors or non-lethal

gases: technicians and managers
to perpetuate the system.
% - W *® -

TO HOPE, as Mr. Ridgeway
does, that control of the univers-
ity industry will: somehow be
turned over to students and fac-

‘for financing the university.” In "

ulty is like hoping that the direc-

tors of General Motors will turn
the auto industry over to the aute
workers. Both of these transform-
ations may some day take place,
but they will only occur as part
of a process of total social revolu-
tion,

The radical students of SDS
clearly understood this when they
refused to get involved 'in - a
phoney ‘‘dialogue” with univers-
ity officials who are only the
pawns. of the trustees, and -in-
stead put forward the slogan of

“a free university in a free so-

ciety.” A frustrated Columbia
professor, who had wasted his
summer on one of the myriad
committees that have sprung up
at Columbia since last spring’s re-
bellion, came to the same con-

clusion when he asked: “How do

you reason with a trustee?”

Only in the context of a totally
new society based on new human
relations can the university actu-
ally be democratized or human-
ized. Meanwhile, in the process of
this struggle (which has already

begun) the university will produce ~

not just new systems, hardware,

managers, and technicians to re-

- place the existing ones as they

grow obsolete; it will also pro-

ducé its own grave-diggers —

that - significant layer of rebel-
lious students whose actions this

spring at Columbia, as well as in
Paris and Prague, point the way *>

toward a new society.

—Richard Greeman

regularly $6.95 |
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Nixon — Old, New, Napoleomc

(Continued from Page 5)

with the organization and ration-
“ing of the activities of their Man.
Toward that end, you first dele-
gate authority to others: ideas
can' go hang. Nixon’s energies
must be conserved.

Like the “‘deliberate speed’’ of
the 1954 Supreme Court decision
whic¢h allowed the South to nuliify,
and’ the North to disregard, de-
segregation, so “the dignified
pace” with which Nixon is inch-
ing into the' White House allowed
the ‘underlings to sound off,
thereby disclosing, in the raw, the
racist character of private cor-

- porate capitalism, what “the
dignified”’
when  dressed up in the proper
democratic language.

A comparison of the two sets

. of policies would, however, show
their deep kinship in both hawk-
ism and racism. They are of the
same flesh and blood, or, more
precisely put, profit-making na-
ture as conglomerate capitalism.

Thus, Nixon, his energies “left
free for the really big decisions,”
announced as his first interna-
“tional ‘assignment a special trip

by Pennsylvania Governor Scran-

.-ton to the Middle East. (Heavily

- financed by..investment bankers
and the oil interests, the Nixon
campaign had early been told
that oil was in the Arab Middle
East, not in Israel.)

Upon his return from the Mid-
dle East, Governor Scranton an-

" nounced that the policies of the
Nixon Administration would be
more. “‘evenhanded.” To what

- extent this led to the perpetually

reheated situation there no one
can tell, ‘but one peint is clear:
“the really big decisions” were
" heing dictated by the interests of
conglomerate capitalism in gen-
eral, not by little Napoleon in
" particular.

The World’s Policeman

Thus; the latest, and more im-
: portant appointment, was the
- naming of Henry Cabot Lodge to
head the Vietnam ‘‘peace’ nego-
tiations in Paris. An admirer of
that notorious admirer of Hitler,
General Ky, this latest additon
to the Nixon high command sets
the stalled “peace negotiations™
off on a course as far away from
the reality as possible. Right after
the announcement, the stock mar-
ket went down.

* Tt would be hard to conceive of
anyone being able to harden the
Johnson line, but little Napoleon

~ managed it. The true continuity
- of imperial America is seen in

would disclose only |

the views of that modern Rud-

yard Kipling, W. W. Rostow, who

speaks of the nuclear titans as’
“the trustees of the human race.”
When it comes down to brass
tacks “trustees’’ becomes a single
world policeman — United States
of America:

“When we get the really big

- planes, we shall see in other parts

of the world as well the position-
ing of forward equipment, with
more of our forces maintained
in the center but capable of quick
movement.” (The New York
Times Interview, 1/5/69).

Power in the Streets

There are those who have ra-
tionalized the vote for Nixon to
mean that he would more quickly
“disengage’’ from the Vietnam
war since it is not only the ma-

‘jority of the people who oppose

the war, but there are even sec-
tions of the capitalist class that
no longer find it ‘‘profitable.”

Thereby these self-deluders not
only forget the class momentum
of the war, but they are putting
blinders on themselves to shut
out from sight the far more im-
portant objective compulsions of |
an imperialist world in crisis, an
imperial nuclear world whose
foundations are threatened by the

social unrest tearing at the vitals

of class society.

To protect themselves from any
possibility of a social revolution,
the sky would be the limit for
social repression and continuing
war.

If there is to be an end to the
Vietnam war, it will be from a
continuing and expanding anti-
Vietnam war movement, not from
a Nixon. If there is to be a stop
to the fatal goal of ‘‘nuclear
superiority,” it will not come
from the leaders of either nuclear
titan — the U.S. or Russia.

They can be depended on only
to push their own imperialist
aims. The signs of revolt within
Russia, on the other hand, reveal
that the true opposition is within
each country.

Crucial to the whole develop- |

ment in the immediate period
ahead in this country is the black
revolt which is the Achilles heel
in the theme sounded by Nixon
as’ soon as the election  results
were known — “bring us to-
gether.” Nixon better forget the
homilies and face reality. The
key to the situation lies neither
in the Executive Branch nor in
the  legislative halls of Congress,
much less the Supreme Court de-
cisions. It lies in the city streets.

DETROIT: READERS

RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

- will give a summation- of her book-in-progress:
Philosophy and Revolution

Sunday, Jan.

at NEWS & LETTERS
415 Brainard St.
(six blocks south of Forest at Cass)

The lectu;'e begins a series of yveekly Sunday evening dis-
cussions on the manuscript of the new book. Al will be
held at News & Letters, 415 Brainard, beginning at 6:30 sharp.

New York and Los Angeles Readers . . .

19, 6:30 p.m.

A taped recording of this. historic lecture will be
- played in NEW YORK and in LOS ANGELES, to begin
a similar series of discussions in those areas.

For information write: News & Letters, 415 Brumerd,
Detroit, Mich. 48201

In New York City, call 865-2717

An organization calling itself
“The Association of Disabled
Miners and Widows”’ has been
formed in Madison, W.Va., to
obtain justice from the United
Mine Workers’ Union pension
fund They describe themselves
‘as, ‘“‘an organization of living
dead men trying to help each
other.”

Their complaint is that the
UMW operates on the same
standards as other capitalist
institutions; one set of rules
for workers, and another set
of rules for the bosses (in this
case, the union officials).

Hundreds of aged miners
and widows are denied the
miserable $1,300 per year pen-
sion which is ~standard for
workers retired under the $180
million pension fund of the
UMW.

One worker, Duffy Raines,
68 years old and still working
as a watchman at $75 a month,
complains that he paid dues to
the UMW for 31 years and his
request for a pension has been
denied by President R. R,
Humphreys of UMW District
17 in Charlston. Humphreys
wrote him. “There is nothing
we can do for you in this mat-
ter.” There is no appeal from
the rule of a UMW president.

" miners ‘$3.

Our Life and Times

By Peter Mallory

Mmers Orgamze—-to Fight Own Fund Officials

By way of contrast there is a
$16 million fund set up to take
care of 400 union officials who
retire at 50% of their $20,000
to $30,000 salaries. The three
top UMW officials leok for-
ward to retirement at full sal-
ary ($50,000 in the case of
UMW President. Tony Boyle).

The trustees of the UMW
Pension fund are ‘John L.
Lewis, 88, former president,
retired on full salary, Jose-
phine Roche, 82, a former coal
operator friend of Lewis who

. draws $60,000 a year in salary

from the fund, and Henry G.
Schmidt, chairman of  North
American Coal Co., who draws
$35,000 a year from the fund
in addition to his $75,000 a
year from the coal company.

The Fund is managed by the
National Bank of Washington,
owned by the UMW, ‘and in-
cludes $67 million in ¢ash be-

longing to the fund, kept in

the bank in a checking ac-
count interest free, costing the
million a ‘year in
lost interest. Another $50 mil-
lion of assets of the fund is
deposited with the bank in
“time deposits.” Union mem-
bers or pensioners have no
control over their money.

Policy declares that full dis-

- management as it suits union

- which - cost the union $13 mil-

closure of financial aﬁalrs shall
be made, but aged director
Josephine Roche will grant no
interviews, hear no appeals
nor answer any questions,
"Union and pension funds,
through the union-owned bank
in Washington, are used. pri-
marily to asist coal company

purposes—stock deals and di-
Tect loans to coal companies.
One deal in 1963 saw the UMW
selling for $6 million, stock in
the West. Kentucky Coal Co.

lion. The coal company form-
erly owned by Josephine
Roche, was bailed out by John
L. Lewis.

All the old miners are asking
is a veice in their own-aftairs,
decent pensions that they are
entitled to, the right to appeal
the decisions of the manage-
ment-union officials,

The union bureaucrats show
about as much sensitivity to
the “living dead men trying to
help each other” as manage-
ment’s safety rules that cause
the live burial of miners who
had not been lucky enough to
retire and be cheated out of
the miserable pensions  they:
have worked for all their lives.

APOLLO 8

The remarkable flight of
three American astronauts
from the earth around the
moon and back to within three
miles of their target on earth
was no doubt a feat of courage
and daring.

The utilization of this flight,
however, to indulge in Bible
reading only demonstrates
that, while we live in.a society
capable of flying to the moon,
its ‘“‘heroes’” are of the same
ilk as “the educated’’ who till
yesterday considered the teach-
ing of Darwin’s . theories
“heresy.” Someone should tell
the astronauts the earthly
problems of poverty, unem-
ployment and discrimination
will take more than reading

solve. .

Because the same kind of
effort that went into the
Apollo 8 program . will not, in a
capitalistic society, be devoted
. to the problems of ending
wars, unemployment, poverty
and human misery, flying to
the moon has convinced no one
anywhere in the world that
'U.S. imperialism has changed
its color.

®
IRELAND

The never-ending  struggle
between Catholics and Protes-
tants in Ireland was escalated
once again as 5,000 civil rights
demonstrators .conducted a
four-day march from Belfast

the civil rights of the Catholic
minority in Northern Ireland.
A thousand bigoted Protestants
threw stones and fire bombs at
the protestors, 111 were treat-
ed at hospitals for their in-
juries.

The demonstration was con-
ducted by the Peoples Democ-
racy, a student group at
Queens University in Belfast.
The Royal Ulster Constabulary

(billy - clubs) charges to keep
the groups apart, but 12 were

........“.............0...‘O.C....‘....“Q......”...O.............

the Bible in outer space to:

. work for the Sfi.

to Londonderry in support of

used water cannon and baton’

sent to the hospital by the
Protestant extremists.

The issue, ‘‘one man-one
vote,” is based on loeal elec-
tion restrictions which give the
vote only to property lowners.

The reactionary Protestants
are led by Presbyterian Rev.
Ian Paisley and Major Ronald
Bunting of the Loyal Citizens
of Ulster. Londonderry is a
city which is predominantly
Catholic with a Protestant gov-
ernment. The real issue is not
Catholicism vs. Protestantism
but self-determination:vs. au-
thoritarian rule. -

. ;
UNION RACISM

Racial inequality is a well-
known fact of life for black
Americans in' American trade
unions. In Detroit, Negroes

have banded together to form.
a union in the construction -

trades to combat the discrim-
ination found in the AFL-CIO
construction trades unions.

In Birmingham, Ala.,, a
group of 14 workers  (eight
Negro and: six  whitk) who
Louis-San
Francisco Railway are: suing
both the railway and the Rail-
way. Carmen of America on
the contention that their oppor-
tunity to move-up has been
blocked by a discriminatory
sub-rosa agreemenf{ between
their union and the manage-
ment. Their - case has gone
through the courts and will
reach the Supreme Court in
spring.

The law, in this case, per-
mits unionists fo go - over the
heads of both union and man-

“agement. That they have to

take recourse - through the
courts tells volumes of the de-
generation of the union leader-

ship. If Meany spent half the

time breaking discrimination
in the- trade union movement
that he spends haranguing

union members to vote for the -

Democratic Party, the union
movement wouldn’t be in such
a sorry state. As it is, union

il

-serve the needs of the regime.

©

men, black and white, must
work . outside the union ‘move-
ment. At this moment, only
the black caucuses- can save
union organization.

RED CHINA

While the regime of Mao
Tse-tung is able to brag about
the explosmn of a hydrogen
bomb in the air, conditions in
China indicate that the heavy
cost of the nuclear arms race
is being borne by the suffering
and dislocation of the ‘Chinese
people.

Recent reports indicate that
millions of youth are bheing
moved ouf of the cities and
into the remote provinces to

The total disruption of 'the
economy caused by the *“Cul-
tural - Revolution’> and the
‘“Red. Guards” in the major
cities of China over the past
few years, is beéing diverted to
the countryside now that win-
ter is setting in and food and
fuel shortages threaten . the
cities.

Sending the youth to the re-
mote provinces is ‘supposed to
bring education and assistance
to the peasants. The real rea-
son is to get the troublesome
youth out of the cities in time
of crises and to regiment the
provinces by spring and assure
more food from next season s
harvest. °

Clues to the pending fuel
shortage can be seen. .in.re-
ports that soldiers are em- -
ployed -sifting over . piles of
ashes to seek small lumps of
unburned coal on which they
are to live for the ‘winter. An
army - company in Tientsin
brags that they gathered 16
tons from a factory and will
use it to boil their water and:
cook food this winter.

Other reports indicate that -
Red Guards, who have spent
the past two years seeking to
“reform” the army, are being
sent to provincial army ecamps
to get “re-oriented.”
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