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~ {Lowndes Co. Makes Voting History

The daily press has been calling the May 3 Democratic primaries
‘in Alabama ‘“historic.” But it was not the fact that Negroes were
voting in mass numbers for the first time since Reconstruction that
was historic about the election. It was the fact with their vote they
decisively defeated two of the most hated white racists in Alabama,
Al Lingo and Jim Clark. No matter what bag of tricks or treachery
Clark may try to use to squirm out of that defeat, his thrashing at
the polls by the Negroes is now a fact of history.

The whites, on the other hand, exposed just how deep-seated
4s their race-hatred by their landslide vote for that reactionary
segregationist, Wallace. The Northern press seems to be so ashamed
of that, that they have actually been trying to blame the white
“bloc vote” for segregation on Martin Luther King, because he had
asked the Negroes to vote against Wallace !

Hardly a - word, however, was reported anywhere abdut ‘the
event that was the most important and historic one of all—the mass

meeting on May 3 (primary day), in Hayneville, county seat of |

Lowndes County, where over 1000 Negroes met to cast their ballots
for their own candidates to run in the election this fall as an inde-

pendent party,. the Lowndés County Freedom Organization. They |

.- were not permitted to meet opposite the courthouse, as they. were
. supposd_ to, but met instead in a nearby church, where they cast
. their ballots in a cardboard box for the seven candidates they will
Yun.: It was in this independent activity that any new beginnings. for
the South haye been laid. ‘ . TR

PUTTING THE FACTS STRAIGHT
© . One of the founders of the Lowndes County, Alabama, Christian
Movement for Human Rights, Mrs. Lillian McGill, recently visited
Detroit. She felt that the news media, with the aid of some Negro
politicians and leaders, has been distorting the true situation, and
her aim was to put the facts straight.

There has been a great deal of discussion over why the.

Negroes in Lowndes County said they would “boycott” the Demo-
cratic Party primaries. “It was impossible to run candidates on
the Democratic Party ticket,” said Mrs. McGill. “For one thing, as
soon as the Negroes started to register, the fee for filing was
raised 900%. For us to file 12 candidates would cost us $3,800. To

- gain control of some of the offices in our county, it was absolutely |3

necessary for us to form our own organization.”

The Lowndes County Freedom Organization, whose symbol is ;

a Black Panther, is not yet a party. It will not be recognized as a

party and put on the ballot for the fall elections until it can prove

that it has 20% of the voters in that county. “That .is one of the
most important reasons we cannot vote in the Democratic pri-
maries,” she said. “If a Negro votes in the Democratic primary,
he can be prevented from voting in the ‘primaries’ that our own
organization intends to hold to choose our own candidates and get
on the ballot.”

. BLACK PANTHER SYMBOL ,
. This is something that the news media has never made clear.
Instead; they have played up the Black Panther symbol. “They are
{rying to imply that we are black nationalists. We are not. We

would have been glad to listen to any whites that cared to come |

and work with us. None did. That is why all our candidates are
black. We have asked many whites in the county, poor working

class whites to join in with us, to join our party, and to help bring |3

about a complete change in the policies of our land.

“Many of us are just beginning fo see how really dirty is this
game of politics,” she added. “There is one factory in the county,
for instance, which was recently completed. They have been made
tax free for 30 years. If some Negroes had been in office in this
county, there is no doubt that this faciory owner would have been
made to pay his taxes like everyone else, Can you imagine how
many schools, how many roads, how many parks, how many play-

grounds those taxes would help to build?”’ Most Negroes feel sure |:

that, instead, Gov. Wallace and some county officials are getting

the profits from whatever deal was transacted to keep that factory |:

tax-free.

There are 86 families who own 90% of the Iand in Lowndes|%

County. There are over 50 families who have already been forced

to move off their plantations just for exercising their constitutional |:

‘rights to register to vote.

“When we speak of ‘power’,”” said Mrs. McGill, “we mean we
are going to have a voice in the future affairs of our county. We
want to have freedom for every man, woman and child. We want
to have a free hand in determining the future course of Lowndes

County, not all black or all white, but all free. We want Lowndes |

County to be a place where the lives of the people will no longer
be determined by the white power structure, but by the people
themselves.” R U :

6d in Gre_at Britain
Editorial Article

ARE THE UNITED STATES AND
CHINA HEADED TOWARD WAR?

By Raya Dunayevskaya, Chairman, National Editorial Board

The labour unions of South Vietnam gave the anti-American struggle there_: an alto-
gether new quality by the May 1st march on the U.S. Embassy in Saigon. In China, on the
other hand, Chou En-lai’s welcome to the Albanian delegation was distinguished, n'ot
by its attack on U.S. imperialism, but by the virulence of its attack directed against Russia.
Thus we see that, just as the United States’ imperial designs in Vietnam blind it to any
aspect of the Sino-Soviet conflict other than that it allegedly gives the U.S. “a free hand”
in its barbarous war, so Mao’s. China narrows-all world crises, including the Vietnam war,
to its own conflict with
Russia.
. Neither source casts any illumi-
nation on the true state of the
' Vietnam war, much less whether
1Y, it is leading to a war of the

- United States with China, or with
Russia, or both — or a war of
China against Russia. To disen-
¢ tangle the contradictory state-
ments and the contradictory
actions, we need to discern the
global aims of each.
“COMMUNIST INFILTRATION”

The White House, the Penta-

gon, the State Department — all
have an easy answer to every-
thing happening in Vietnam:
“Communist . infiltration.” The
Buddhist leadership of the six-
weeks long demonstrations
against that admirer of Hitler
and protege of President John-
son, General Ky, was “Communist -
infiltrated.” L
-~ When the Buddhists called off
the demonstration, but university
: students in Dalat continued with
: | their demonstrations, those were
“Communist infiltrated.”
- When the labor unions march
against inflation and for an end
to the war, foo, these are, *“of
course,” “Communist infiltrated.”
‘Needless to say the same charge
is levelled against the Buddhist
students for distributing leaflets,
appealing for “peace, indepen-
dence, mational severeignty and
labor rights.”

And, though the Catholics are
the “good guys” when they march
in support of the military clique,
they, too, are “Communist in-
filtrated” when the lay Catholic
journals are even mildly critical.
Thus Seng Dao and Hanh Trinh
were suppressed last year long
before the underlying discontent
of all segments of the South Viet-
namese population burst into the
open in these mass demonstra-
tions in Danang, in Hue, in Saigon
—and in the tens and tens of
thousands in the countryside who
evade the draft because they con-
sider this war to have become
one for the recolonization of
their country by U.S. imperialism.
THAT SAWDUST GENERAL KY

In truth, it was America’s mili-
tary puppet, General Ky, and not
“Communist infiltration,” which
very nearly resulted in genocide
of a nation by its own military
clique. It was Ky who was bent
on re-enacting the worst days of
the Diem regime when Mme;
Nhu, in her own savage fashion,
declaimed: “I would clap at see-
ing another monk Dbarbecue
show,” Ky’s way of showing that
he was not only the power “be-
hind” the throne, but the front
man himself, was to substitute
for “clapping hands,” the order
: | that marines be flown to Danang,
“to liberate” it from “Communist
infiltrators!”

The American military obliged

;.The Saigon Post
“This is the way to the West, isn’t it?”

We Need Your Help to
Maintain News & Letters

In the past year News & Letters has become more and :
more widely used as a weapon in the struggles that are raging :
all over this land for a new, truly human society. i

. @ In Maryland, where Negroes have organized a Freedom
Union to end 35 cent an hour wages once and for all . .. }
® In Detroit, where highly organized auto workers have
been trying to get control of the union back in the hands of :
the rank and file . . . :
® In the Deep South, where Negroes have been living :
through a bitter winter in Tent Cities, rather than give up
their fight to register . . .. :
® In Delano, California, where the grape pickers have :
been waging the greatest agricultural strike of modern times. :
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“Reporting like yours has broken through the blackeut
that California newspapers tried to impose,” the Farm Workers
Press recently wrote us. “Now news of the strike and the con-
ditions that caused it have spread all across the country.”

When the story of the Baltimore Freedom Union appeared
on the front page of our March issue, we received a letter :
from one of the civil rights workers who helped to organize
the Mississippi Freedom Labor Union last spring. “I want to
congratulate you on your coverage and aceuracy . . . you
have done a real service,” he wrote. “I hope you will send
copies to the various locals in Mississippi, Tennessee, and
Maryland. Communication  between these groups is often
: very poor and [for some, your March issue will give a sense
2 of hope where there must be little now.”

* * &

Our Appeals for help for the Negroes, workers and youth
who have  been organizing the unorganized and building the
freedom movement have been gratifying in their results. But :
the more popular News & Letters has become, and the wider
our circulation has grown—the poorer we ourselves have be-
come, E

Every issue of our paper now costs approximately $360 to :
print. Our entire staff—both full-time and part-time—works }
on a voluntary basis. But postage, office rent, and supplies i
:- cost another $150 per month. We are supported entirely by
the contributions and subscriptions of members and friends.

TO CONTINUE, WE NEED YOUR HELP!

NEWS & LETTERS, 8751 Grand Rivér, Detroit, Mich.

Enclosed find my contribution of for the News
& Letters Fund to help continue its regular publication.

Name o e ;| by transporting - these storm
Address . troopers to the city that dared
'ddress & | resist LBJ's latest protege. Had
City e i | it not been for the actions of the

Vietnamese people, the shock of
" (Continued on page 5)
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British Labor Party Aims
Attack Against Striking

By Harry McShane

Glasgow, Scotland — The
danger is not generally
recognized, but the workers
of Britain are faced with the
most serious attack on their
rights for more than a hun-
dred years. The leaders of
both the Labour and Tory
Parties are so conditioned
by the world -of votes that
they fail to see that, sooner
or later, anti-strike legisla-
tion will bring the workers
and the Government into
the most serious conflict in
the history of this country.

If the leaders of the main par-
ties in the general election think
they can stop the workers from
using the strike weapon fo im-
prove their conditions, they had
better think again. The use of
bullets and the hangman’s noose
failed to: stop strikes in the past
and neither Wilson nor Heath will
be able to stop them in the future.
They will, however, make every
strike a political strike. They
should know what that means.
SLAVERY REARS

The worker lives by selling his
labour power which he cannot,
try as he may, separate from
himself. He is at the bidding of
whoever employs him. To prevent
the workers, either individually or
collectively, from withdrawing his
labour is to impose slavery. It is
fundamental that the workers —
and no one else — should decide
the conditions in which they will
work, Who can say otherwise?

They tell us that it is only un-
official strikes they want to stop.
Why should they ban one kind of
strike and permit another? The

fact is that they want to ban
strikes of all kinds, but hope that
by means of bribes in the forms
of honours and appointments to
boards, the trade union leaders
will avoid official strikes. It is
proposed to use them to stamp out
unofficial strikes, Some of them
are more than willing to do so.

Had it not been for unofficial
action by the workers, the wage
level would be much lower than
at present. The rank and file, by
taking action, have forced their
leaders to take a firmer stand
on wages and conditions. With the
experience of a century and a
half the British workers know
that only by militant and deter-
mined action can conditions be
improved.

STRIKE RIGHT WON

The right to strike was won
by struggle against viciousness
on the part of employers, and
legislation by Parliament. Our
fellow workers in other parts of
the world have, in recent months,
ignored the call of the empleyers
and their governments and gone
on strike.

Our right to strike, as they have
done, must be protected. Mistakes
made in strikes can be avoided
in the future by building a real
rank and file movement. This
is not to the liking of the leaders
but it is the way forward.

The Government would like to
make strikes the most serious
crime on the calendar, It is no
crime to strike. The writer of this
article was involved in many un-
official strikes and never suffered
a pang of conscience. Whether
it be legal or otherwise, the work-
ers must take such action as will
enable them to determine the con-
ditions of labour,

From Phila. to N.Y.

Easter-Passover Peace Walk
Meets Mixed Public Reaction

Philadelphia, Pa. — The
Easter-Passover Walk for
Peace from Philadelphia to
New York City started from
Independence Hall on Tues-
day morning, April 5, at 9:30
a.m. Between 35 and 40 per-
sons started the walk and
the number varied as some
dropped out and others
joined.

The walk was sponsored by
five organizations: the Committee
for Nonviolent Action, the Am-
erican Friends Service Commit-
tee, the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion, the Friends Peace Commit-
tee, and the Students for Non-
violence.

The first day of the walk was
relatively ' uneventful. Heckling
was sporadie, with the exception
of one hostile woman and an
equally hostile dog. A general
meeting was held that night to
teach us how to use nonviolent de-
fense to cope with potentially
dangerous situations that might
occur during the waik, but the
only injury that occurred along
the entire walk occurred during
these role playing sessions when
Ray Dellinger got carried away
and accidently injured one of
the demonstrators.

FIRST HECKLING OCCURS

Wednesday was also a rather
uneventful day until the walkers
reached Fallsington. At Fallsing-
ton, the walkers split into two
groups. The first group distribut-
ed leaflets at the Levittown shop-
ping center, announcing a public
meeting at the William Penn
Center where we were staying. It
was at the Center that trouble
occurred.

About 35 youths met the walk-
ers;and hurled imsults; eggs, and
anything they could think of. One

. sign was torn, another partially

burned. The public meeting was
also marred by heckling. After
the meeting many of the youths
who had been at the center
earlier came back to harass the
group, However, the walkers in-
vited them inside where discus-
sions ensued. -

The next day, at Trenton, Elle
Wertheim of CNVA/Phila. and
Larry Teitelvaum of Washington,
D.C. left the walk to speak be-
fore a class at the Woodrow Wil-
son High School in Levittown.
Reaction to the Walk again was
favorable except for one incident
at a shopping center when a few
more eggs were thrown.

Saturday was the most difficult
day of the entire walk. While
many people greeted us warmly
and a man driving a bakery
truck gave us a loaf of bread, the
walk was marred by numerous in-
cidents of hostility. X myself re-
call at  least seven instances
where eggs were thrown at wus,
two in a town called Cranford,
the rest in Elizabeth and New-
ark. (In Cranford, we recovered
six of the eggs and had them
for breakfast the next morning.)

On Sunday morning we walked
to the Holland Tunnel where we
were bused through to New York.
At Washington Square we were
met by 90 persons from the New
York Workshop in Nonviolence,
and walked up Fifth Avenue to
Bryant Park where we were sup-
posed to hold a public meeting,
but were prevented from doing
so by the police who would not
grant us a permit.

Instead, we held a 15 minute
silent vigil on the sidewalk and
the meeting concluded with a
speech by Bradford Lyttle of

{ CNVA. Perhaps this essay could

best be summed up by what Brad
said: “A walk is always a begin-

'ning; it shows the progress of

mankind toward a better world.”

News & Letters Members to Test N.J. Law

New York, N.Y. — Two
members of the Columbia
University News & Letters
group, aided by the N.J.
Civil Liberties Union, are
testing a Mahwah, N.J., law
requiring a permit to dis-
tribute their paper to work-
ers at the local Ford plant.
They claim the law violates
their right of free speech. -

Recently they applied to the
Mahwah police department’ for
permits, but did so under pro-
test. Aided by a N.J. American
Civil Liberties Union lawyer,
Seymour Goldstaub, they will
test the law in court. . .

NEW REGULATION

~ A new regulation, adopted in
Mahwah despite a protest by
Goldstaub, requires the follow-
ing of anyone who wishes to
distribute leaflets, handbills or
papers: 1) a $5 fee; 2) a set of
fingerprints; 3) height, weight,
place of employment and place
of reisdence for the past three
years; 4) criminal record; 35)
deseription+of the material to be
distributed. Anyone with a
“criminal’”’ record is automatical-
ly barred from distributing.
Since each member of a group
must have a permit, this law
hits the local union — and es-
pecially rank-and-file groups
within it — wvery hard. If ten
workers want to leaflet over a
union election, it will cost them
at least $50. They same goes for
Iocal politicians. Moreover, if
you have been arrested — as
have civil rights and anti-war
demonstrators, NEWS & LET-
TERS people included -~ you
can’t get a permit. It makes free
speech a privilege to be granted
by the police, not a right.
NEWS & LETTERS has been
distributed at Fords in Mahwah

off and on for years. Last Octo-
ber, however, members: of the
committee were evicted from the
parking lot by company guards
and then picked up by local police
when they tried to distribute on
a public highway near the plant.
OLD LAW INVOKED

The police fold them they had
to have a permit (under a 1937
law), and suggested they were
“Commies” and “Beatniks,”
among other things. T}ley im-
mediately contacted the: ACLU,
who referred them to lawyer
Goldstaub. o

Mahwah is a predominantly
white, middle - class, Republican
community. The Ford plant em-
loys over 5,000 workers, includ-
ing many Negroes, but most of
them live in New York or urban
New Jersey and drive to work.
FREE SPEECH VIOLATION

When Goldstaub contacted the
town attorney to inform him
the old law was unconstitutional,
he discovered that the town was

planning a new, even stronger
law after the incident at the Ford
plant. He protested vigorously at
the meeting of  the  Township
Committee, saying “This ordi-
nance comes close to prior cen-
sorship of free speech” It
passed 4-1. One committee-
woman declared it would keep
“unsavory persons’’ out of town,

The ordinance has provisions
covering peddling and soliciting
as well, and thus would appear
to require the Boy Scouts, the
Republican Party and the Cancer
Fund to register and be finger-
printed. Fingerprints are sent to
the FBL

Mahwah police, called after-
wards to ask if a permit was
required, replied “It depends.
‘What are you giving out?” If
this is any indication, enforce-
ment of the new law may per-
haps be limited to groups of
whom the police disapprove. The
ACLU and NEWS & LETTERS
will continue their protest.

Big Anti-War Demonstration

Gains Much Sideline Support

New York, NY. — On
March 26 a march was held
down 5th Avenue in Man-
hattan as a protest against
American policies and pres-
ence in Vietnam. Approxi-
mately 30,000 people
marched and several. thou-
sands more stood along the
street applauding the
marchers.

There were several things new
about -this demonstration' that
participants in the anpti-war
movement noticed. This was the
first demonstration where there
were more, overwhelmingly
more, onlookers applau us

participants in the Freedom
Rides to Mississippi
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than heckling us. Even the police
were polite. Those opposed fo us
were much quieter than ever be-
fore and there was less violence
than previously on demonstra-
tions of this size.

HOPES AND SADNESS

To someone who has protested
against the atrocity of this sense-
less war for a long time, this
demonstration gave rise to both
hope and sadness.The size of
this local protest was the same
as the national one held in Wash-
ington, D. C. on April 15, 1965.
While that demonstration was
composed mostly of students and
intellectuals, this one had many
more middle-aged and elderly
people. These facts prove that
more people were being reached
and shown the wrongness of the
war. They show that our demon-
strations have not been totally
ineffectual.

However, the makeup of the
demonstration puts a damper on
optimism, The people of America
who are most hurt by the billions
of dollars being tarned into blood
and wreckage in Vietnam, the
people of the urban ghettoes, the
black people North and South,
striving for human dignity, and.
the people of the factories, these
people have not been shown how
they are being hurt by the war.

Most of the black people there
were students. The Trade Union-
ists for Peace is very active but
still small. This, and other dem-
onstrations, shows that the intel-
lectual community and the urban
white-collar class are being mo-
bilized, at least partially. But
only if the people on the lower
economic rungs, the people of
America who are still struggling,
are mobilized, only then can the
cruelty of Vietnam be ended and
the door of progress in America
be opened.

DIVERTED EFFORT

As long as so many billions of
dollars are being shunted to Viet-
nam, poverty in America can-
not be conquered. As long as big
business is pulling in enormous
profits from this undeclared war,
the political influence of labor is
being undermined. And as long
as the attention of the American
people is being concentrated on
Vietnam, the civil rights move-
ment is being slowed down.

Despite the increase in numh-
bers of people demonstrating
against the war, our government
continues its vicious destruction
of Vienam at an even greater
pace. The demonstrations are
important. Opposition must be
kept alive and loud. But they
are not enough. Unless those
Americans who have the most to
lose speak out, there is no hope
of peace without des.ttucti_ti% .
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First Victory For Maryland Freedom Union

By RAY FORD

Baltimore, Md. — In three
months, the Maryland Free-
dom Union has taken on di-
mensions that even those
who formed it never ex-
pected. Requests have come
into the office from all over
the city of Baltimore from
workers asking to be or-
ganized—far more than we
can yet handle.

At present the union is involved
in a drive to organize the retail
stores in two of the main busi-
ness areas of the ghetto. Both
areas were surveyed for a month
by members of the local SDS
chapter, who formed a Student
Committee to support the MFU.
After all reports were in, we de-
cided to start with one chain of
two. stores in the ghetto and two
in lily-white neighborhoods.

Two weeks ago we started talk-
ing to the workers in the two
ghetto stores. These workers
made only 70 cenis an hcur, have
no days off or any other benefits,
and were receptive to the things
the union offered them. We gave
them authorization cards to sign,
which recognized the MFU as
their bargaining agent. After a
majority of the workers had
signed up, they presented their
demands at noon on Friday, April
22, to the owner, Mr. Silverman,
and gave him until noon Monday
to answer them.

At the same time, organization
of a different type was going on,
to get community support. The
Student Committee made up a list
of churches and organizations in
the target area, and the job of
contacting them was begun. It
enfailed meetings with them at
all times of the day and night, ex-
plaining the MFU and telling
them what they could do to help
the Freedom Labor Movement.
A boycott council representing at
least 60 churches and organiza-
tions resulted.

On Monday, Mr. Silverman an-
swered with- a strong and emo-
tional: NO! The rest of the day
was spent contacting the boycott
‘council and ghetto people for the

Tuesday morning, there were 30
pickets outside his larger store
on Pennsylvania Ave., singing
and shouting for freedom.

The cops arrived promptly,
their riot squad emblems display-
ed proudly for all to see. They
recited well-practiced ordinances
to the pickets—who ignored them
completely except to include them
in the next round of songs and
chants. ’

At noon, half the picket line
went to the other store on Gay
St. When a small fire accidently
occurred. next. to. Silverman’s
store, one member of the line
saw an opportunity o use it and
shouted, loud enough for both the
cops and press to hear, “If you
don’t let us earn, then we burn.”
‘The cops went into action to har-
ass the line, but we kept on mar-
ching while our picket captain re-
cited the Constitution of both the
country and the state to show we
had the right to picket.

Around 5 p.m., Mr. Silverman
contacted us to say that he would
like to open negotiations—after
a futile attempt to buy off the
workers with more money. The
line quit at 6 p.m. and negotia-
tions began. They lasted far into
the night before they broke down.

On Wednesday morning,
promptly at 8, the lines were
back at both stores, and this time
with even more people from the
community participating. The day
happened fo be delivery day for
supplies, and every truck that
came to make a delivery was
turned back.

At 2 p.m., we pulled a frump
card by putting up a third picket
line at one of his stores in the
white community. There was re-
action to this line at 36th St. as
soon as it was formed. One fine
citizen started spitting on our cars
and letting air out of the tires.
The police assigned to patrol us
were very hostile. They threaten-
ed us with arrest, even joined
the whites in jeering. Around 7
o’clock the mob started throwing
rocks, bottles and other objects
at the line, and the cops did noth-

.ing to stop them. Fortunately, Mr.

Grape Strikers Win

Schenley Recognizes Union

Delano, Calif.—In Los An-
geles on April 6, Schenley

Corporation signed an agree-
ment with Cesar Chavez of
the National Farm Workers
Association recognizing the
NFWA as the bargaining ag-
ent for all its field workers.

The agreement destroyed, once
and for all, the lies of the other
growers about the strike. Schen-
ley had been badly hurt by the
strike and the boycott, and was
eager to sign a contract and end
the strike. Now other growers,
especially DiGiorgio, the biggest
of all, are squirming like snakes,
trying to escape from the FWA
eagle.

BULLETIN

‘The Southern California
Teamsters Joint Council, of
over 100,000 members, has an-
nounced full and formal sup-
port of the National Farm
Workers Association’s boycott
of Di Giorgio grape products.
It is the first major boycott
action . ever called by the
Teamsters’ council, whose
pickets will join those of
NFWA in the drive to get
upion recognition for grape
workers.

DiGiorgio has called for scab
elections among its skeleton
crew of winter employees (fore-
men and crew bosses). - The
NEWA and AWOC have refused
to attend this ‘seab-election and
are demanding ‘that: ‘DiGiorgio

submit to free elections of their
striking employees.

ANOTHER GROWER SIGNS

Less than a week after the
giant Schenley corporation gave
in to the striking farm workers,
another major grape grower
signed an agreement with Cesar
Chavez. The Christian Brothers,
makers of Christian Brothers
Wine, own a big winery and
hundreds of acres of land in the
Napa Valley (outside of the strike
zone). They announced that their
field workers would be protected
by the N.F.W.A, and that a

within a few weeks.

Chavez made a speech an-
nouncing the victory and said to
the cheering crowd, ‘“After a
fight like this, we are certainly
not going to settle for $1.40.” He
then spelled out the union de-
mands — routine conditions for
industry — but revolutionary for
farm workers. “When a worker
gets sick and has to leave his
job,” Chavez said, ‘“he’s mnot
going to get fired for it.”

“As for labor contractors,”
Chavez continued, ‘“‘they are out.
In the future there is going to be
no room for them. The profession
of labor contractor is a dead
one.”

No more will foremen be
allowed to insult women workers..
No worker will be fired without
just cause. And most important,
the FWA strikers will elect their
own leaders who will sit down as
equals with the Schenley bosses
and negotiate wages and working

conditions, e AL

picket lines. Promptly at 8 o’clock Silverman gave in before anyone

was injured badly.

After only two days of picket-
ing, a 100 per cent effective boy-
cott, and the beginning of a third
line, the Maryland Freedom Un-
ion won its first agreement on
Wednesday, April 27. The agree-
ment was signed by MFU presi-
dent, Vivian Jones, and Mr. Sil-
verman, and contract negotia-
tions were set to start May 9.

With this first victory, the firm
support of the Negro community,
and high hopes, the MFU is on ifs
way to making all workers who
slave for rotten management
truly free. But we cannot contin-
ue the fight without help. Please
send whatever you can confribute
to:

MARYLAND FREEDOM UNION
322 N. Shroeder St.
Baltimore, Md. 21223

On the Line

Safety Committee Could
Correct Danger in Plant

By John Allison

The almost-total lack of safe conditions in the auto
shops can be seen every time you turn around. There
isn’t a worker who can’t point to a dozen things being done
dangerously at any time of day or night at the Chrysler

Highland Park plant.

There are all kinds of signs up
in the plant that tell you to work
safe. But there is not one sign
saying “Watch Out For Moving
Vehicles.” Yet there are jitneys,
tractor trucks, bicycles and super.
visor’s scooters that are whizzing
down work aisles and around
corners all the time,

SPEED, SPEED, SPEED

Before, supervisors and other
management personnel walked

Book Review

Grape Strikers Show the Future

HUELGA by Eugene Nelson

Mississippi west emerges in
California on Sept. 8, 1965, when
1,000 Filipinc-American workers
go out on strike against the grape
growers. Members of the Agri-
cultural Workers Organizing
Committee, the workers demand
a wage increase from $1.20 to
$1.40 an hour and a contract with
growers. On Sept. 16, AWOC is
officially joined by the National
Farm Workes Association under
the leadership of Cesar E. Cha-
vez. The strike is on!

Huelga is a chronicle of the
first 100 days of this strike. The
author, Eugene Nelson, served
as a picket captain during the
early days of the movement. His
is an insider’s account of the
strike — the emergence of strike
tactics and’ strategy, the person-
alities of the principal leaders,
the brutal retaliation of the grow-
ers, the indefatigable hope and
unity of the workers. This is' a
people’s movement and Nelson
has captured the spirit of it.

% * *®

THE STRIKE covered a 400
square mile area around Delano,
California, in the rich San Joa-
quin Valley. It was evident from
the onset of the strike that the
wealthy and powerful growers
would retaliate with all possible
means. Workers were evicted;
“security” guards were posted at
entrances fo the fields; growers
began appearing with shotguns,
supposedly for the opening of the

written contract would be signed

dove season.

As the laborers in the fields
overwhelmingly responded to the
strike, growers began importing
scab labor; pickets were attacked;
insecticides were sprayed in
workers’ faces; cars were driven
at the pickets; legal injunctions
were sought and gained to ham-
per the picketing. The violence
went unheeded by police. Work-
ers’ complaints were lost or dis-
missed in court.

But the workers continued to
leave the fields; scabs were turn-
ed back and often enlisted in
the movement: donations of food
and money began pouring in;
volunteers- arrived- from all over
the country. Grapes were rotting

in the fields. Huelga had become.

a movement.
ok %

HUELGA is a moving and often
brilliant book. It is not merely a
retelling of the details of the
strike. It is a personal account
which cannot help but involve
each reader in this people’s
movement against injustice, in-
tolerance, and exploitation.

“Huelga has come to mean
something more than ‘strike, it
has come to mean cooperation,
brotherhood, love., The brotherly
love of men working for a sin-
gle high ideal, the healthy self-
love of men fulfilling the dic-
tates of their consciences. In De-
lano a new spirit is emerging, a
spirit that may sweep over the
earth, the spirit of brother-help-
brother instead of dog-ecat-dog.
The growers or no one else can
resist that spirit.” (p. 122).

“HUELGA" “«.THE FIRST 100 DAYS
by E, Nelson DELANO GRAPE STRIKE

A thrilling account of the biggest farm
strike since the thirties, now going on,
This book, 160 pages with many photos,,
is one you'll want to keep, $1.50each

OF THE GREAT

Name

Farm Worker Press
Box 1060-Delano, Calif,
Send me ___ copies of ""Huelga"

Address

from line to line, but the speed-
up in the plant didn’t leave them
alone — now they speed around
in these different kinds of ve-
hicles. Of course, if you're just a
management flunky, you get a
bicycle; the big wheels get the
scooters, ‘

Most of this equipment is pow-
er driven and workers are ex-
pected to look out for all of this
rolling machinery that comes at
you without warning. Main aisles
are always busy with movement
of one kind or the other.

Management has been unwill-
ing to see this problem. When a
worker is hurt by a jitney, the
old game starts: the worker is
guilty or the driver is guilty,
never the corporation,

DANGER EVERYWERE

Stock is piled up. high and
wide, leaving little space for
jitneys to travel. But jitney
drivers are always being pushed
to hurry up, to keep the stock
rolling ‘to supply the production
line in a building that wasn't
designed to handle the amount
of stock that is needed on an
automated production line.

There are nho expressways in
the factory, but foremen expect
drivers to move like there are,
This is dangerous and all work-
ers know it, There is another
practice that presents many haz-
ards to workers, and this is push-
ing jitneys to get them started.

A BAD PRACTICE

After running these things for
24 hours without recharging baf-
teries, they wear out and the
jitney can’t be started in the
morning. This is a time when
there is a lot of moving around
and getting set up for work, with
bosses and workers yelling. If a
jitney won’t start, the foreman
calls over another jitney that
has started and orders the driver
to push the other jitney to get
it started. :

Now to start a jitney this way,
you have to get up quite a bit
of speed, and neither of the jit-
neys can be controlled very well
by the drivers in this situation.
So the two jitneys go barreling
down an aisle, and workers often
have to leap out of the way to
keep from being hit. There is no
excuse for this kind of practice,
and it should be absolutely
stopped. A safety committee could
do something about things like
this,"

NEED SAFETY COMMITTEE

The union simply has to do
something about these unsafe
conditions; it has to see the need
for a safety committee to take an
honest look at the conditions in
the plant and set up safety stand-
ards to protect workers,

Papers nowadays are full of
news about auto safety, about
people being slaughtered on the
highways because cars are wun-
safe, A big part of the problem
is right there in the plant, With
the speed-up of the line that ne
worker can possibly keep up with,
who can expect the things that
are called for under present en-
gineering requirements be met?
You just can’t do everything that
i;hould be done and do it proper-
y.

The corporation should start
in their own plants where the
cars are made to correct the con-
ditions of work -— not only on
the cars, but also in the places

where the men work putting out -
the ears, . =~ . . ... £

O s s B
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EDITORIAL
Miners’ Wildcat A Lesson In Unity

Coal miners went out on a wildecat strike as soon as they found
out about the terms of the new contract unanimously approved by
the National Policy Committee of the United Mine Workers of
America and signed by UMWA President “Tony” Boyle w1th the
first coal company on April 8,

While there was one provision of the contract the rank-and-file
miners violently objected to, the strike was much more an ex-
pression of their long and growing opposition to their conditions

of work. It is work marked by the never-ending drive of bosses for

more and more coal; by speed-up demanded by the continuous
miner; and by the complete lack of any concern for safety on the
part of the coal operators.

WAGE DISCRIMINATION ISSUE

The -contract provision the miners objected to dealt with wagze
discrimination: the contract called for continuous miner operators,
mechanics and electricians to get a $1.32 daily raise effective im-
mediately, with another dollar increase next year, while the rest
of ‘the miners would get no raise this year, but a dollar incrcase
next year.

-What the miners correctly saw was that this was an attempt
to artificially create -a skilled worker division in the UMWA, and
they fought against it because they know of hostility and friction
that so often exists between skilled and production werkers in other
industries.

It is a fact that one of the greatest strengths of the miners is
that there is no great spread between the lowest and highest pay.
It amounts to about $3 a day, or the difference between $28 and $31
per day.

DANGER SHARED BY ALL

This is the exception to most industries, where differences often
amount-to $10 or more a day. The reason miners feel there should
be no great difference is because of the very dangerous nature of
coal -mining: every miner faces the same danger underground.
There is not one miner who goes into the mine at the beginning
of the shift who can say he is sure that he will be alive by the
time his shift ends.

Miners know they get relatively high wages because of the
daily possibility of death they face, and they have a very high regard
for human life. Their reasoning is simple and sure: no one man’s
life is worth more than another’s,

Miners have also seen the continuous miner “come into the

“mines ‘and the men go out. They have seen their ranks cut by

‘Automation from some 450,000 miners 15 years ago to some 100,000

'today When the press reports there has been no strike in eoal
 mines’ since 1950, they -are talking about authorized strikes. There

have been thousands of wildcat strikes during this period—both

‘large ‘and small—and virtually every one of them against'conditions-

of work, against the inhuman speed-up of the continuous miner.,
ROVING PICKETS CLOSE MINES

. ~The new contract gave them . another opportunity, and they
gleefully took it. Roving picket caravans snaked through the hills

of Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky—the nation’s coal
heartland—and closed virtually every operating coal mine.

It was easy to do, not only because miners were against the

contract, but also because of the strong strike tradition they fiercely |

guard. Two men are recognized as a picket line by miners, and the
one thing they will not do is cross a picket line,

Within a few days, some 60,000 miners were out on strike.
They stayed out for three weeks; ignored Boyle’s telegrams to
return-to work: and forced him to renegotiate the wage provision
whereby the rest of the miners also got a $1 a day pay raise im-
mediately, along with the $1.32 for the other three classifications,

OTHER GAINS IN CONTRACT

There were other gains, including eight paid holidays a year,
with triple-time to be paid for work on the holidays (this is the
first time miners got paid holidays); an increase in vacation pay,
from a previous standard of $225 for two weeks to 10 times the
daily wage of each miner; a provision that all work done in con-
nection with a mine be done by UMWA members to eliminate
outside contract work; a district-wide seniority agreement for miners
laid off by a company in ene mine to have the right to be hired in
another of the company’s mines before new men are hired; second
and third shift wage differentials of eight and ten cents per hour;
and payment for jury duty and for time spent by safety commlttee-
men during inspections of mines during investigations of -explosions
or ‘other disasters.

These were improvements long overdue, and the miners natural-
ly wanted them. But they were not willing to exchange a few fringe
benefits for the price of unity. Once again, it has taken the rank-

and-file to educate their so-called leaders about the important things
1n mmers lives.

News & Letters

VOL. 11, NO. 4 May, 1966

News & Letters is published every month except
during the summer months when issues appear
June-July, August-September, by News & Letters.
8751 Grand River, Detroit 4, Michigan. Telephone:

- TYler 8-7053. Subscription: $1 for 12 issues; single
- copy—10c; for bulk order of ten or more—6¢c each.

Raya Dunayevskaya, Chairman
National Editorial Board

Charles Denby ...l Editor
Q. Domanski Managing Editor

Seecond Class Postage Paid
. at Detroit, Michigan.

Readeors’

THE ANTI WAR
MOVEMENT
Johnson’s policy is going a

‘long way towards making the

U.S. the most hated nation
in the world. Last night, the
BBC showed the build-up of
American forces and equip-
ment and raised the question

of whether the U.S. ever in-

tended leaving Vietnam, and
claimed that it was base for
war against China. Some - of
the Tories, during the elec-
tion.  campaign, worked in
some anti-Americanism when
dealing with the Common
Market. This is unusual for
Tories, but De Gaulle seems
to. have set the pattern for
some of them.

Here in Britain, we will see

‘a revival of anti-Americanism

with little being said about
Labour’s support for Ameri-
can policy. Wilson is in the
position to hand out favours.
It is difficult to visualize how
the situation will end. It does
not look as if Johnson is like-
ly to retreat. That will depend
on what is done by the op-

position forces in America.
Correspondent
Britain

* * *

We set up a table at the
teach-in at UCLA and distri-

-buted copies of the Marxist-

Humanist with reprints from
the N&L editorial in the Feb.
issue. We sold copies of Marx-
ism and Freedom and News
& Letters,

This teach-in was larger
than the last one. There was
more organization to it, more
literature distributed, and all
the tendencies were there.
(The right wing had a teach-
out, at which Yorty spoke.)

The speakers were almost
all just “anti-USA” but the

discussion sessions afterwards.

were important. The two most
interesting speeches were
those of Herbert Marcuse, the
philosopher, and Fanny Lou
Hamer of the Mississippi Free-
dom . Democratic Party —
which happened to follow one
another. The most inferesting
thing to me was that the
philosopher, Marcuse, gave an
almost completely ‘“economic”
speech — while Fanny Lou
Hamer gave the only philos-
ophic, humanistic speech of

the whole day.
Committee Member
Los Angeles

& % *

President Johnson insulted
the intelligence of the Amer-
ican housewife and working

"people generally when he ad-

vised us to combat inflation
by not buying items that are
unreasonably high-priced. How
stupid does this wheeler-dealer
think we are? Does he think
working people can ever ig-
nore prices when they buy?

He should take his own ad-
vice and stop buying items
this country cannot afford —
like the war in Vietnam, and
the ability to blow up the
world nobody knows how
many times!

His remarks showed how
isolated this member of the
Washington elite really is
from the thinking of the peo-
ple. They rival, so far as I
am concerned, the remark
attributed to Marie Antoi-
nette to the hungry people
of France — to eat cake,
since they didn’t have bread.
(She said that, if I remember

correctly, just before the
French Revolution.)
e " Reader

"The most exciting part of
the report on the New Left in
Japan was, to me, the part
on Hiroshima. Not only
was true internationalism ex-
pounded, but the negative
aspect of Maoism exposed for
what it is: retrogressionism.

It is nearly impossible for
me to grasp how Mao dared to
break up the Japan council
against hydrogen and atomie
bombs. But now that he did it,
what is next for the anti-war
movement in Japan?

Anti-war Activist
Losi Angeles

o
NEW LEFT IN JAPAN

I am a Japanese student. I
am very poor, but I am strug-
gling. 1 read your great pub-
lication Alienation and Revo-
lution. “The Root of Mankind
is Man” is the root of my ra-
dical philosophy. You wrote
in this book what I had felt in
my actual life.

I wish to shake your hand,
and I would like to have all
your publications. Please sent
me your paper News & Let-
ters and all your pamphlets.

_Down with Stalinism! Down

with Imperialism! ' Neither
Moscow nor Washington, but
International ~Socialism!’

When you say, “Ome {truth
stands out: - everywhere the
masses were in motion; and,
from below, there wias a dy-
namism of ideas unmatched in
grandeur by the movement
from theory that is bound to
an -elitist ‘vanguard! party’,”
no one is truer than you.

Y.S., Japanese¢ Student

Osaka, Japan -

® % %

You should be congratulated
on your February issue for
putting the Japanese New Left
on the map of the United

~ States and thus forcing the

American New Left: to face
the challenge of ideas—Marx-
ist ideas and not just “single
and multiple issues.” |
Young New Left
San Francisco
E] * *

1 was very glad to:read the
article by the Japanese auto
worker. Factory problems don’t
seem to change with interna-
tional boundaries.

Auto Worker
‘Detroit

* ¥ %

So Waseda University also
had a strike. Hurrah ! If only
we could time it so that theirs
and ours would coincide next
time, perhaps we’d move closer
to some fruly revelutionary
changes than what we, did with
our sit-in here last year.

. Student
Berkeley

Editor’s Note:
from Waseda p. 6.
* % *

I wonder whether it would
be possible to work out  some
closer relations between the
New Left in Japan and here.
Do you suppose it would be
possible to start am . interna-
tional discussion bulletin?

Intellectual
New York

Editor’s Note: Zenshin does
publish an international bulle-

See article

‘" tin in English (but irregular-

ly). For information, write:
Zenshin- +1:50  Ikeb urshlga-‘
shi, Tbmku T Jam

" forms.

LABOR AND NEGRO
Your efforts to unite the
civil rights and labor move-
ment in our country interest
me greatly. Basically our ob-
jectives seem identical.

We have Dbeen conducting
voter registration and political

"education schools to provide

information in how to use the
voting machines, how to choose
candidates, how to fill out in-
come tax and social security
forms, how to fill out job ap-
plications and government

We recently conducted a
Freedom Walk to demand the
following: Do away with the
all-black, all-white schools
in ‘Mobile County;  Too long
has the black child graduated
without Negro history, but only
to picks and shovels, maids
and janitors. We  demand
trades now; We come to bear
pressure for federal money,
federal programs; - for - black
and white together; We want
an end to Jim Crow educa-
tion, high rental fees and low
income salaries, NOW.

Freedom Fighter
Moblle, Alabama
*

All sorts “of firings are oc-
curring at the hospitals where
we are attempting fo organ-
ize the hospital workers. One
Negro was fired for union ac-
tivity, and one white for both

“union activity and for ‘‘asso-

ciating with Negroes”’! -
. Organizer
. New Jersey

o ;
THE NEGRO REVOLT —
NORTH, SOUTH & WEST

So incomprehensible was it
to the press that the students
here had organized the walk-
out at Northern High School
completely on their own, that
they credited the local CORE
chapter. for.“planning” it. The
story was nothing short of
ludicrous to anyone who.  was
at the CORE meeting  the
night the students came to
ask for CORE’s support.

While the CORE chapter
was enthusiastic about the
idea, so little did the students
trust anyone - but themselves
that after reading the censor-
ed editorial, all they would
reveal was that they intended
to “do something,” but that
they could not reveal exactly
what that was. All they wanted
to know, they said, was “When
we do what it is we are going
to de, will you support us?”
CORE’s help  was confined
pretty much to briefing the
students in the proper proce-
dures for picketing, and check-
ing their picket signs.

CORE Activist
Detroit

Editor’'s Note: See story, p. 7.
; %

White people don’t like the
idea: of 'a Freedom Party in
the South. They worry that
the black people want fo take
over the power and rule this
nation. The white people have
had it so long by themselves,

~ they cannot stand the thought

that we may put some of our
own black people in the seats
of government -to speak :for
our people. The white man
has had an all white country
for so long that he is -afraid
the Negroes may want to have
an all black country. - -.-
They think - the -Negroes
should : understand. that they

- zgat come up from slavery
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and be over the whites. Some
~ think that Negroes must never
change their way, that they
must continue to be bossed
around like -animals and led
by their noses.

_ But the Negroes are chang-
ing their ways — and they
are going to be changing the
ways of the white man too.
They are working for that
time when the Negro will no
longer. be the underdog for
the white man, but when all
kinds of people will judge and
rule this old world in freedom.
. Ethel Dunbar
Detroit, Mich.

EI N

They said the trouble here
 last month was because of a
- fight the night before between
Mexicans and Negroes. I don’t
"think ‘so. It was a normal
fight which happens often
and would have blown ‘over.
‘1 think * it ‘'was the city of-
ficials and police who did
more than anyone in causing
trouble.

- There was nothing happen-
“ing on 103th street until po-
lice came and drew a Dbig
- crowd. The police blocked
‘off the streets with barricades
just before the high school
let . out for the day because
they felt trouble would occur.

It was only then that things:

began happening.

“. A erowd . gathered to see
“‘why “the police had blocked
off the street. The police im-
mediately came over fo . dis-
perse them. First ‘a Negro
policeman came over, then a
white officer shoved a billy-
club in a girl’s back and
her boy friend slugged -the
policeman. I was right next
to it and saw what occurred.
It was then that the trouble
began. A white teacher in a
car came by and someone
threw a rock into his wind-
shield. Other people began
throwing rocks at other cars.

The police now started com-
ing in from everywhere. Then
the TV people came and
things began blowing up. The
TV crews would draw a crowd
and the police would imme-
diately move "in and order
them to disperse.

There were police, police,
police.. They broke up any
group of people. They told
. everyone to get off the street.

‘T was by a market and seven
police cars stopped, the police
all . got out and moved as a
line  down the. street and
.marched - .back. They were
‘taking no chances. They didn’t
.give ‘Watts a chance to
breathe.

High School Student
Waits, California

2+ #

The daily papers here
gave me the impression that
some people ‘would really like
" to see the Mexican-American
and - the: Negro minorities go
at each other. They certainly
did all they -could to play
it -up as ‘an issue between
- them.” They claimed that the
‘Mexican-American who ‘was
shot had knocked at several
doors ‘of Negroes who refused
-him -help, but later a doctor
said it would have been im-
possible for him to have done
50,

INDONESIAN TRAGEDY

The almost complete silence
of the press on the bloodbath
that has been going on in Indo-
pesia is absolutely shocking.
The beheading of the 6 gen-
erals during the -attempted
coup last October was horri-
fying, it is true — but the
slaughter of close to 200,000
Indonesians in retaliation is
nothing short of barbarism?!

One columnist at least, Sulz-
perger in the New York Times,
did describe what is going on
as a country going amock —
pbut his implication that it is
because of their “backward”
culture is really ludicrous. In-
donesia was one of the first
countries in the world to have
a Socialist Party, a National
Revolution, and a whole gamut
of different kinds of political
parties. That a country so rich

in culture as this could be -

going through what Indonesia
is suffering now at the hands
of the military extremists
shows to what depths of bar-
barism the world has sunk.

Intellectual

- Boston

“QUR COUSINS"”

Isaac and Ishmael -
Were brothers, two.

So, why should an Arab
Hate his cousin, the Jew?
He should hate, instead
Those who instigate

And provoke him to war
Against the Judean State.
Drive the war mongers
Out of your lands

Calls the God of Abraham.
Obey His sacred commands.
Then we shall create

"As in the glorious past

A new civilization
That will forever last.
—M.E. Ben-Ami
" New York

IRISH REBELLION
The celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the Irish Rebel-
lion has been taken over by

the Establishment. What a
contrast between those in
power and the men who

fought in 1916. Nevertheless,
it was worth seeing. There
was also an IRA demonstra-
tion at which the Establish-
ment was criticised. But even
so there is much to be desired.

None of them see, or want
to see the international sig-
nificance of the Easter ris-
ing. “Wrap the Green Flag
Round the Boys” is as far as
they want to see. Many of
the types now celebrating
were enemies of the rebels.
It is hard to forget the burn-
ing down of the James Con-
nally Labour College.

The great and overwhelm-
ing positive feature of the
Rebellion was the. fact that
as a result the 26 counties
finally established a republic.

Ireland was the first country

to win against British Im-
perialism. Yes, I know about
America — but Britain was
not then an IMPERIALIST
Power. :

Meanwhile I seemed to
smell fear everywhere. The
IRA people are courageous
but fail to appreciate the
seriousness of the social prob-
lem in the South. The poverty
in the South will not attract
many in the North to the idea
of ending the border division.
There is a move to take this
up, but the “adventurist”’
policy is more attractive to
these young men. They have

~ Kautsky supported

BROOKS DEFENSE WINS

Your readers will no doubt
be glad to know that Phillip
Bentley Brooks the young
Watts Negro who was
charged with first degree mur-
der for the slaying of a dep-
uty sheriff (although the dep-
uty had been shot by his own

partner) has finally been ex- .

onerated of the charge. The
state had a very weak case,
as your article in the March
issue stated. But they had
kept this 23-year-old man—
who had never had any. juve-
nile or adult police record of
any kind, who was married

. and the father of four small

children, and whose only
crime had been to stop for a
red light at the infersection of
Imperial and Wilmington—in
jail for six full months after
the Watts Revolt, without bail.
Thanks for helping to spread
the story of his defense.
Activist
Los - Angeles

* % %

NO MARXISTS THEY

1 have just had another look
through the election material
issued by the Communist
Party. The transformation is
incredible. There is no pre-
tense about being Marxist. Cun-
ningly enough, there is not one
reference to Russia. They sim-
ply claim that they have a bet-
ter programme than the La-
bour Party.

It says, “The .Communist
Party. puts forward practical,
immediate policies to solve the
country’s problems. Britain has
all the resources to carry them
out; and they could be operat-
ed within the lifetime of the
coming Parliament.”

Yet the works of Marx and

Lenin are displayed in their

bookshops. What hypocrisy!
H. McShane
Scotland

L I T

During the general election
campaign, both the main par-
ties promised to deal with un-
official strikes. The Tories
said that Labour was not go-
ing far enough with the trade
unions. Some unofficial strik-
ers put some men on trial
and fined them for not strik-

_ing. They had, as symbol of -

disapproval, two ropes with
nooses at the end of them, It
being election time, there was
great competition between the
parties as to which could .ap-
pear most shocked and in-
dignant.

Wilson was reported as say-
ing that talk of a proletariat
is nonsense. All the papers
made the point that Wilsen had
never read Marx. He is the
leader of an orthodox party
which is very different from
the party that Lenin and
] in 1908
when it applied for affilia-
tion to the Socialist Inter-

- national.

Observer
Scotland

. {they .possess is

| titled,

| Notice to Subscribers

Due to circumstances beyond

-our control, the April issues of

News & Letters did not appear.
All subscriptions have there-
fore been extended for another
issue of the paper, assuring
that all subscribers will re-
ceive the correct number of is-
sues to which they are en-

China Headed

(Continued from page 1)

the world, and the disciplined
semi-retreat of the Buddhist-lead-
ers, America’s boundless ambition
to destroy where it cannot domi-
nate would have led to that stark
tragedy being played out to its
bitter end!

On the matter of the Buddhists,
too, Ky and the American
occupiers have shown the same
disregard for truth as characteriz-
ed the infamous Mme Nhu's de-
seription of their leader, Thich
Tri Quang, as “a Red in yellow
robes.” B
THE BUDDHISTS

The real question to be asked
of Tri Quang is: why had he or-
dered the demonstration stopped
just when the masses displayed
such strength that they both com-
pelled the loudmouth, Ky, to agree
to elections and a civilian gov-
ernment and brought to a halt the
awesome military might of the
U.S.?

Why did Quang retreat when
power lay at his feet?

Why did he call a halt to what
both friend and foe agreed was
the eve of a civil war?

Did he not thereby show that
he, too, feared a social revolu-
tion, and wanted to channelize
it into a mere pressure force
that would allow him, “from a
position of strength,” to bargain,
with all aspirants for power,
foreign as well as domestic?

- All we need to do to get the
answers to these questions is to
contrast the loud and unequivo-
cal, statements of Thich Tri
Quang: “I never said that the U.S.
should leave. But I am against
U.S. actions that clearly benefit
the Communists. . . . the ideology
"much more
dangerous than the guns they
possess.”

It is true that, where U.S. im-
perialism relies entirely on iis
military might, the Buddhists
appreciate the power of ideas.
The point is: What ideas do they
fear? .

Allegedly, it is religion, or
rather lack of i, on the part of
the Vieteong, that motivates the
Buddhist opposition. In fact, it
is uncertain as to which of the
two powers in the Sino-Soviet
conflict controls the dominant
faction in the Vietcong — the
Russians who may favor “neutra-
lity” for Vietnam, or the Chinese
who are all too eager to continue
the war till the last Vietnamese?
The Buddhist dilemma is com-
pounded by the American never-
ending escalation of the Viet-
nam war without regard to the
possible consequences of a war
with China or even triggering
World War III.

Our double-tongued Secretary
of State, Dean Rusk, for example,
had no sooner issued statements
about the need for new relations
with China than he rushed to
proclaim “no sanctuary” for
Chinese planes; and this reckless
provocation of an Asian war was
done on the basis of a single
pilot’s statement that “peossibly”
a Chinese plane was involved in
a dog fight over North Vietnam.

This may be the way a Milque-
toast becomes a war hawk—and,
clearly some hawks are itching
for a war with China — but it is
no way for a nuclear power “to
gain the confidence” of those to
whom it offers the protection of
“a nuclear” umbrella. Secretary
of State Rusk should have learn-
ed at least that much from De
Gaulle’s protestations. But so pre-
occupied is American imperial-
ism with the Vietnam war that it
has deafened itself both to the
“friendly” advice of a Western
power, and even to the altogether
new. quality of the Sino-Soviet
conflict and a possible new Fran-
co-Russian alliance on Germany,

still the key to the world situa-

[Are The United States And

Toward War?

The consensus that Johnson en-
joyed when he won the presi-
dency over Goldwater and the
latter’s policy of escalating the
Vietnam war has long since dissi-
pated itself. Not only does the
youth oppose the Johnson war,
engaging in everything from in-
dividually burning draft cards fo
mass = demonstration, but. the
fourth of the nation, white and
Negro, who are still ill-fed, ill-
clad, ill-paid and ill-housed in this
“affluent society” rightly look
upon war expenditures as. the
monster devouring “the great so-
ciety” that constantly eludes -
them, Although the anti-war oppo-
sition here assumes a different
form, there is no doubt that this
second America also opposes the
Vietnam war,

Indeed, even some war hawks,
like Senator Russell, are begin-
ning to question the Vietnam mis-
adventure and raise the question
of a possible withdrawal. At the
same time, the intellectual com-
munity both as a whole, and
the part specializing in Chinese
studies, are calling for a review
of America’s policy in China.

It is true that their argu-
ments are not very likely ‘“to win
over policy makers,” especially
when they have no sooner de-
clared that we should not dis-
count a unified Russian-Chinese
policy than Premier Chou En-
lai unloosed a virulent attack on
Russia. It is ftrue, also, that
actions speak louder than words,
and even scholars must face the -
fact that U.S. bombing of North
Vietnam is now a year old, and
Russia and China have not once
united to help their ‘“‘socialist
ally.” Nevertheless in its own
way, the intellectual community
reveals how all sections of the
population are permeated,

{through and through with anti-

Vietnam war attitudes.

And, at the Vietnam end, the
‘Buddhists worry why the Ameri-
can military is not worried over
the bellicose - attitude of the.Chi-
nese. Here, too, they show a supe-
rior knowledge to that of the
American war hawks who seem to
think - that the virulence of the
Sino-Soviet conflict will mean
that Russia and China will war-
against each other. The Buddhists
know how adept is the Sino-Soviet
orbit, in or out- of conflict, in ex-
perimenting with the lives of its -
“socialist allies.”

THE SINO-SOVIET ORBIT

Consider, for example, how, at .
the negotiating table in Geneva, ~
Vietnam was robbed of the vie-
tory it won at Dien Bien Phu. As
against the Asian colonies, from
India to Indonesia, who won their
freedom from Western imperial-
ism, Vietham had to consent to a
division of their country. This
was so not because American im-
perialism was beginning to take
over the role of French colonial-
ism and running to create new
imperialist realignment with
SEATO, but because its “socialist
allies”—Russia and China—then
opted for ‘“‘peaceful co-existence’
with the West. And when “peace-
ful co-existence” with the West,
following the Korean and Indo-
chinese wars, led to conflict with-
in the Sino-Soviet orbit, it still
meant no peace for Vietnam; it
now became a double pawn.

The delusion of American im-
perialism that the Sino-Soviet
conflict means they will war with
each other is on a par with the
Chinese accusation that there is
“‘possible coordination of Soviet
actions in the north of China with
aggressive war of the Unifed
States against the Chinese
People’s Republic.”

The truth is that, whereas, in
:Iune, 1963, at the height of the
ideological struggle between
those two state-capitalist societies ™
calling ‘themselves Communist,
China’s chgllenge to Russia {'for

= {Continued on-page.3). .
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by Eugene Walker

Political Fighting in L.A.

Paralyzes War on Poverty

The War on Poverty program in Los Angeles has

turned into more and more

political fighting with little

money or aid going into the poverty communities. The
absolute cleavage between the poverty area people and the
appointed directors of the Economic and Youth Oppor-
tunities Agency (EYOA) can be seen in the events of the

past few months.
After months of absolutely no
“"representatlon of the poor (also
after the Watts Revolt) the Office
of Economic Opportunity (OEO)
insisted on at least a minimum
participation by the poor. An
election for seven representatives
~ from the poverty area (less than
one:third of the total members
of the EYOA) was held. This
with little publicity, except the
denouncing of such an election by
Los Ancgeles Mayor Sam Yorty,
and little 'time to prepare.
CLEAR DIVISIONS

As a result only a small per-
centage of the poverty area
furned out to vote. Nevertheless,
even this small act of participa-
tion by the poor showed the divi-
sion between the appointed direc-

“tors of EYOA and the poverty
communities. ‘
_ On the two most crucial deci-
sions that the EYOA has faced,
the division in veting was pre-
cisely along the lines of the

- elected representatives from the
poverty area versus the ap-
pointed officials. The two deci-
sions are really one, and it re-
volves around the central issue
for the whole poverty program:
Is it by and for the poor?

The first division occurred over
the firing of the director of the
Neighborhood = Adult Participa-
tion Program, (NAPP), Mrs.
Opal Jones, The orientation of
NAPP, while not being by the
poor in the sense that civil rights
‘work in the South has been, was

The Firi;q of
Mrs. Opal Jones

The director of one of the
Iocal Poverty Program agencies;
Opal- Jones, was recently fired
for “insubordination”. She had
called a conference to discuss
better relations between Mexican-
Americans and Negroes, but her

.. superior called it off, whereupon
all 300 workers in the Poverty
Program marched to the Poverty
Program office in protest — and
Mrs. Jones was fired.

At a later rally called to pro-
test the firing, CORE’s director,
Floyd McKissick, summed it up
the best, when he said: “That’s
the way all the Poverty Programs
in America are run — by the
‘City Halls instead of by the

.‘people in the community. They
say you should get together and
write a program, but the minute
you write one that includes the
community it never gets passed.
‘If you want a program passed
you have to have two $18,000,
two $12,000 and two $8,000 a
‘year jobs involved in it. There
are guidelines that prevent any
civil rights people from working
in ‘the program — if you have
‘been - arrested, or are interested
in politics, you cannot be in it,
That would leave out every civil
rights worker in America.”

The rally decided to fill fhe
hearing room when a reinstate-
ment for Jones was to be asked.
What they got was a promise
of a closed hearing. The vote
on her reinstatement was 8
against, and 7 for. The 7 in-
cluded the 6 elected community

. people and 1 Negro councilman.
All Mayor . Yorty appointees
voted against reinstatement.

ke Disgusted

b
i
&'!i :

Los ' Angeles

nevertheless working on the com-
munity level.

Appointed directors of the
EYOA, however, wanted NAPP
to be a job referral agency only.
Mrs. - Jones objected and was
fired by the executive director of
the EYOA. The only members of
the EYOA who objected to this
were the newly elected poverty
area members. (See article be-
Iow).

Th second division invoelved
again the problem of participa-
tion by the poor. Because the
EYOA has been fighting so much
and is still resisting any partici-
pation by the poor, the OEO in
Washington ordered a reorgania-
tion of the board which would
allow any community over
100,000 in the Los Angeles area
to establish its own agency and
obtain its own funds.

This would have given com-
munities a chance to get out
from under the EYOA and per-
haps have some participation by
the poor. Again the appointed
directors of the EYOA  objected
to the order and passed a reso-
lution deploring the reorganiza-
tion.

POOR WALK OUT

The only members who voted
against the resolution were six
elected representatives from the
poverty areas who then walked
out of the meeting and charged
that the poor are unrepresented
on the EYOA as they can be con-

‘stantly outvoted.

The  fights are still going on.
The control of the poverty pro-
gram is still not in the hands of
the poor and the War on Poverty
in Los Angeles continues to be
a war on poverty people partici-
pation.

Wall Street Is Target of Demonstration

New York, N. Y. — On
April 14, Youth Against War
and Fascism called a demon-
stration against the stock
market under the slogan
“Big Firms Get Rich — G.I.’s
Die”. When we arrived and
set up a picket line across
the street from the stock
market, a boo went up from
the spectators, who filled the
entire street.

In spite of the unfriendly na-
ture of this crowd, the police
made no attempt to keep them
at any distance from the picket
line. After a short while the line
was attacked by a small group
of hecklers. It was not until the
police saw that the hecklers were
being driven back that they in-
tervened.

DEFENSE GUARDS
EFFECTIVE

It appeared for an instant that
the demonstration would not be
allowed to proceed. But the
picket captains jumped out and
shouted instructions to reform
the line. The demonstration con-
tinued as a defense guard stood
in the center of and extended
the entire length of the line.

As the demonstrators walked
to the subway a group of hecklers
again crowded around and tried
to attack them, The perimeter
guard held them back until
everyone had reached the sub-
way in safety.

Perhaps the most disturbing
part of this demonstration was
the pose that the defense guard
adopted: a line of men standing
with clenched fists, daring any-
one to attack them.

The defense seemed the only
point. While spokesmen shouted
slogans at reporters about “Big
Business” and “Dying GI's”, the
war in Vietnam seemed almost
irrelevant and I wondered if any-
body remembered what we had
come there for in the first place.
SLOGANEERING

The sloganeering lies at the
heart of the problem. While this
was an attempt to bring out the
involvement of American cap-
italism in the war, it became no
more than the physical expres-
sion of the old slogans about
“bringing the fight to Wall
Street”. .

Unreported Events on D.C.

Watts, Calif. — When we
first got to Washington we
had a great many ideas
about all the changes that
were going to occur as a re-
sult of the poverty confer-
ence. But when the meet-
ings began, some Negro min-
isters and others with a
little status in the commu-
nity took over the meeting
and began to use poverty as
a status symbol.

Since these people had a little
standing in their community,
grass roots people did not speak
out against them.

The conference developed into
a competition between the leaders
as to who had the worst poverty
program. As a result no one sub-
mitted any constructive pro-
grams or ideas at the conference.
This continued until the last day

when Sargent Shriver was going

to speak.

The people who had been
running the conference booed
Shriver off the floor. The real
community people, while not sup-
porting Shriver, did want to hear
what he had to say.

We marched to the front and
told the ministers and others
that we were disappointed with
the conference. and held our own
meeting next door. Some of the
youth who were there got to-

gether and decided they would
have to do something themselves.
We formed the National Youth
United Against Poverty.

We got some publicity by
making a tape for a local radio
station, Sargent Shriver heard
about our organization and im-
mediately arranged for a meeting
with us. Shriver asked us to sub-
mit our proposals, but when we
did he was evasive on every
proposal we submitted.

The proposals were: 51% rep-
resentation of people from the
poverty area on poverty boards;
10% of this 51% were to consist
of youth. The Neighborhood
Corp to be reorganized. Now it
only .puts _petty .cash _in _the
pocket. There are only make-
work jobs with no future. A
Federal Anti Poverty Board to
be formed with 51% representa-
tion by poverty people and 10%
of these people to be youth.

Shriver said that a  Federal
Anti-Poverty Board would be fine
if his staff could pick the people
to be on it. When he made this
statement we knew that he did
not want any grass roots changes
in the program. He only wants
those who would be loyal to his
program. ‘The youth .are going
to meet in Washington again this
summer {0 organize ourselves.

Morris. Taylor .
“Watts Youth Representative

‘| sciences.

Conference Told by Youth

There are many exploited mail
clerks, office boys, ete. working
in this area, most of whom .are
Negre and -Puerto=Rican. -But
they were not even presenf at
the time the demonstration tonk
place.

The hecklers, almost to a man,
were the wealthy upper dlass
stock broker and industrialist.
Clearly the working people in, the
area did not feel any involvement
with what we were doing. =
QUICK LINE—LITTLE TO $SAY

Y.A-W.F. has consistently' re-
fined and improved its tactics. I
don’t know any other group
which could have maintainéd a
picket line under these conditions
so well; any other group which
has actually gone into the stock
market itself. When Vice-Presi-
dent Humphrey was speaking at
a Press Association meeting,
Y.A-W.F. managed to get no less

 than twenty people to picket! out-

side on an hour-an-a-half's
notice. No one else in the New
York area could have organized
a line so fast and no one else

would have had so little to say
once they got there.

Up to this point the anti-war
movement. has not proved dis-
ciplined and imaginative enough
to respond to every-day events
and escalations as fast as
Y.A-W.F. has. This often places
anyone who wishes to express
his commitment to the end of this
war in terms of action with the
choice of supporting their
sloganeering or not being active
at all.

This means that the movement
often allows Y.AW.F. the posi-
tion of spokesman. I think this
movement can do better.

—S. H.,, New York City
* £ * .

(Editor’s note: It has recently
come to our attention that the
latest slogan of “Youth Against
War and Fascism” supported the
sentencing of the two “counter-
revolutionary” Soviet writers,
Sinavsky and Daniel to years
at hard labor, after a sensational
Moscow trial. This slogan re-
quires no comment.)

Japanese Student Protest
Parallels Berkeley Revolt

Background: During Janugry

and February student demonstra-

tions took place at Waseda University, in Tokyo, Japan, to protest
both a raise in tuition and the manner in which the student center
was run. Students wanted, for example, more voice in the opening
and closing hours, and the administration of the center’s facilities.

Violating a long-standing rule in Japan that government powers

cannot be allowed on the campus,

the university administration, for

the first time in history, requested police intervention in the demon-
strations. Four times troops of armed riot police swarmed over the
campus. Up to this time, even criminals have been able to find
sanctuary on the university campus, and the university administra-
tion has preferred to lwndlq any such incidents by themselves.
This year not only did the police rush to the campus, but on
Feb, 16 they arrested two of the strike leaders, Oguchi and Fukuda,
on a charge of “interfering with an officer in the execution of his
duty.” More than 20 other stu.dents were injured in the clash with

the police.
On Feb. 22, no less tha'n 203

more students were arrested and

hauled off in polwe vans. An article in the Waseda University
student paper describing the events charges thal the police “over-ran
the campus and arrested every student they could catch.”

Below is a summarized translation of another article from the
Waseda University paper, which disseusses “The Suppression of the
Student Struggles—What is the Central Problem?”

& & *

The reason behind the protest-
movement lies in the fact: that
the sharp increase in the tuition
at Waseda University was not
caused by a general increase in
prices, but by the -university’s
investment in equipment largely
for the physical and industrial
This investment was
made because the fundamiental
policy of education at Waseda is
aimed primarly at bringing the
students up to a level where they
will be competent for the inter-
national competition that is. re-
quired by Japansese capitalism
in the present economic system.
This also means that the univer-
sity administration must try to
confrol various kinds of indepen-
dent and autonomous student
activities. The students of Wa-
seda are fighting against such
an Industry-University codpera-
tive policy.

The administration claims that
the arrests were made in order
to ensure that the entrance:ex-
aminations for new students,
which were to take place . after
Feb. 24, would proceed smoothly.

But the true reason for the inter-
vention by the state-power in the
affairs of the university was the
desire to suppress the awtono-

mous activity of the university,
which is the center of the student
movement in the metropolitan
area.

When the university admini--
stration reasserted on Feb. 6 that
the tuition raise would stand,
and that the Student Struggle
Conference could not be recog-
nied as the proper representa-
tive of the whole student body,
they tried to justify their posi-
tion by saying  that they were
acting to protect the students
from violence. They thus re-
vealed that they felt the students
had lost their independence, and
were merely being agitated by the
student activists. They also re-
vealed their intention of denying
any political activity to the stu-
dents.

Most of the students had voiced
their own opinions at two meet-
ings that had been held. Their
main concern was the present
image that Waseda University
presents—that is, that of a uni-
versity damaged by a manage-
ment-mentality, which has for-
gotten about education.

Our aim after these events
should be to destroy the inhu-
manity in the university and re-
build it as a university full of life
and human beings.

able in Japanese transla)tlon

by Raya Dunayevskaya

»Afncan Socialism

- Toshima-ku, Tokyo,

Special notice to our readers in Japan
The following News: & Letters pamphlets are now avail-

The Law of Value and the Nature of the Russian Economy,

Workers Battle Automation, by Charles Denby

Philosophical Essays, by Raya Dunayevskaya: Marx’s Human.
ism Today; The Afro-Asian Revolutions; the Theory of Aliena-
tion, Marx’s Debt to Hegel; American Marxist-Humanism and

Order directly from: Zenshm 1-50 Ikebukurohlgashl,v
J]apan‘ L s
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9_rganize Freedom School

High School Students Protest Inferior Education

Detroit, Mich.—The North-~
ern High School students of
this city made history last
month when they spontane-
ously organized the first
Freedom School of its kind
—in the North—in protest
against the de facto sep-
arate and unequal quality of
education which has become
typical of inner-city schools.

The Freedom School evolved
during ‘a -four-day boycott of
Northern High School by almost
the entire 2300 student body, and
coupled with the threat of sym-
pathy strikes in 11 other inner-
city high schools, ended in vic-
tory for the students when they
won their immediate demand —
the removal of the principal,
Arthur Carty.

CENSORED EDITORIAL
IS SPARK

The Ilong-standing grievances
of the students at Northern, al-
most all Negro, came to a head
when a student editorial written
for the school paper, which
criticized the inequality of ed-
ucational standards at predomin-
ately Negro inner-city schools,
was -censored by the principal’s
office. On April 7, the day before
school closed for the 10 day
Easter recess, the entire student
body staged a walk-out, picket-
ing the school to draw attention
to the severe problems existing
at the school.

Detroit’s Superintendent of the
Schools, Dr. Samuel Brownell,
“endorsed” the walk out, and
everyone, - including the daily
press and TV, “praised” the stu-
dents for their interest in a bet-
ter education. Everyone thought
the recess would provide a cool-
ing-off period, and that the stu-
dents had simply been blowing
off steam — everyone, that is,
except the students.

Far from cooling off, they fol-
Jowing up their walk-out by pre-
senting a list of five demands
to Dr. Brownell: 1.Mr. Carty,
the principal, must go. 2-The
police officer who was stationed
in the corridors, and against
whom many complaints of brutal-
ity had already been filed by
both students and teachers, must
" go. 3-Teachers who had be-
friended the students (and at-
tempted such daring things as a
Negro History Club, for instance)
must no longer be harassed by
forceable transfers for such ac-
tions. 4-Specific information com-
paring Northern with other
schools must be supplied. 5-A
student-faculty council must be
created to discuss inmer-city
school problems,

When school reopened on Mon-
day, the police officer HAD been
removed and principal Carty was
NOT at the school; he was re-
ported to be discussing the situa-
tion with Brownell, :

NEW WALK-OUT

The status of the principal re-
mained unclear, however, and
the students on Wednesday
staged another walk-out to show
their determination that Carty

radical,

should never return. Superinten-
dent Brownell at once announced
that the students’ action had
forced his hand, and that Carty
would return to Northern the
next morning. What he returned
to' was an almost completely
empty school.

a Freedom Schoel at a nearby
church. And on Thursday mor-
ning, the majority of the student
body jammed into the church.
Over 50 volunteer faculty mem-
bers, many from the local uni-
versities and colleges, and others
from civil rights organizations,
also reported for duty. An econ-
omics professor who had been
active in civil rights work was
designated as Principal.

The first day the students
heard a lecture on Racism in
Geography, sang Freedom songs,
were given the chance to discuss
their grievances, and voted to
run the school from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. When they were assigned
as homework a two-page essay
on “What’s Wrong with Northern
High?” the shouts went up, “Two
pages? I could write a book!”
(See column 5 for excerpts from
some of these essays.)

FACULTY GROWS

The next day, Friday, the
volunteer faculty had grown to
almost 75, and, exposing the lie
that “all they wanted was a vaca-
tion from school,” even more
students jammed into the church
than the day before. Two more
churches were offered to take
care of the overflow, and from
somewhere three old school buses
were produced to transport the
students back and forth.

By Saturday, the faculty had
grown to 150, and the week-end
was spent matching volunteer
teachers with the subjects the
students had asked for. They
wanted almost all of their reg-
ular subjects, but they wanted
them “taught right.” They also
wanted classes they never got
in regular school — Negro his-
tory, and civil rights. Most of
all they wanted a chance to ask
questions and get answers.

STUDENT OBSERVATIONS

The student journal of political affairs &

A provocative journal of controversy, scholarship, i
inquiry and dissent — for those who are still attracted
to the creative and cantankerous, the imaginative and

THE ACTIVIST

One year’s subscription—$2
5 issues, occasional pamphlets
Send orders to The Activist, 27, W. College,

Oberlin, Ohio 44074
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Overnight, the students, set up.

—News & Letters Photos

counselling system they had at
Northern, one girl said, “A
counsellor is somebody who tells
you what you can’t do.”

When discussing what the
word freedom meant to them, one
said, “I don’t know what it is
exactly, but I know that if we
had it, we wouldn’t have to be
protesting like this.”” Another
said, “Freedom is when people
are treated like persons.”

On Monday morning the at-
tendance at Freedom School
rose to almost 2000 students. A
few hundred were reported to
have returned to Northern, but
it was later discovered that they
included students who had re-
turned early in the morning for
their books and then tried to
leave to come fo Freedom School
but had found themselves locked
in,

At the three Freedom School
churches, the morning hours
were devoted to teaching the
basic courses: math, English and
social studies. In the afternoon,
the students could choose what
they wanted from a list of “elec:
tives” posted on a bulletin-board
outside the church. There were
art, science and language classes,
but the most popular classes
were those in Negro History.
Students shopped around for the
classes they wanted to take.

ATTENDANCE REMARKABLE

The physical resources were
far from good. Several different
classes often had to be held
in the same room. Some classes
had no rooms available at all,
and went out to meet on the
church lawn. Yet the attendance
and the interest in the classes
was remarkable. There was not
a single “discipline” problem.
Students volunteered for a clean-
up squad and kept the church
and grounds as clean as possible.

Meanwhile, the pressures
mounted: on the students to re-
turn to their regular classes.
Many who had praised the stu-
dents for their first walk-out,
and some (like a Negro minsters
alliance and the local NAACP)
who had supported the Freedom
School when it first appeared,
now began to urge that the stu-
dents had made their point, and
it was time to return to regular
rountines. The press began to
worry about the “flouting of duly
constituted  authority”, Adult
“agitators’’ were blamed for mis-
leading the students.

What worried everyone the
most however, was the threat.
ened sympathy strike by stu-
dents at 11 other almest-all-
Negro high schools, who had
vowed to come out by Wednes-
day if Carty was still sitting in

his. empty school, and things had
not been settled. 1

STUDENTS listen attentively
lecture on racism in geography
during the first day of Freedom
School.

By Tuesday morning, the stu-
dent leaders announced to the
Freedom School’s general as-
sembly that Carty was, indeed,
no longer at the school, and rec-
ommended that the students re-
turn. The students voted to ac-
cept the recommendation and
marched back together, vowing,
however, that the minute Carty
walked back in, they would walk
right back out again. By week’s
end it was finally made clear
that Carty would not be back.

But the Freedom School was
asked to continue. So much had
the students learned there in a
few short days -— not just about
math, or English, or science, or
even about Negro history — but
most of all about themselves
and what they could do — that
they asked that the school con-
tinue on an after-school and
week-end basis. That is what

How Northern
Students Saw It

(Below are excerpts from
student essays written at the
Freedom School describing

E | “What’s Wrong at Northern”.)

“TI feel we must get out from

|l under the dictatorship of the

school administration and have
better student-administration re.
lations to get some of the things
that are offered at other schools.
If this means Mr. Carty must
leave, then Carty must leave. If
they try to change the policies
and don’t remove the man who
was enforcing the old policies
they might as well not change
them at all, because he will still
have his old ideas and bring them
back to life.”

“In examining inferior educa-
tion you cannet just examine the
quality of the curriculum but also
the quality of the teachers. An
inferior curriculum together with
inferior educators are short-
changing Northern students.
When a teacher refuses to teach,
a student ‘can’t’ learn.”

“In our world history class we
were told that if we did our out-
line and failed our test we would
still get no less than a B grade.
I got a B and failed all but one
test. I haven’t learned anything
about world history except that
Columbus discovered America in
1492, and 1 learned that when ¥
lived in the South. My aunt told
my mother that you learn more
in the North than in the South—
but not at Northern. It’s less.”

“We are treated like dogs, and
watched over like babies. We
have police all around the school
as if it was a concentration camp,
After school we can’t go to any
business places. If we want to go
to a store around the school area
we have to get a pass from our
counselor . . . Some people say
we’re trying to run Northern, but
we’re not. We’re going to keep on
pushing. We can’t stop now. I'm
so glad to be fighting for my
rights. We’re into something now

is now being planned.

that we just can’t lose.”

Woatts Student Describes
Lacking School Facilities

Watts, California— There
are a lot of things at our
school which the kids don’t
like. They don’t like the con-
ditions in the gym. In the
showers there is no soap,
there has never been any
soap. The showers are leaky.
It is just a lousy locker room.

The administration keeps say-
ing every year that they are
going fo build a new shower. But
they never even put soap in the
gym. The girls are complaining
because they do not have any
gym at all.

WHITE SCHOOLS DIFFERENT

In white neighborhoods there
is a difference in the schools. I
have attended some of them.
They are more organized than
the Negro schools. Take Dorsey.
When I went there, Negroes
were just coming into the school.
They had all the facilities. They
know just what they want. The
parents there know just how to
get things for the school.

But at my school, the tennmis
team has no facilities. If you
want to play femnis in school
you have to go down to the
parking area. There are no volley
ball courts either. All you ecan
play is football or basketball.

They don’t even have a baseball
court,
QUESTIONS NEED ANSWERS

There are other problems. The
student government should not
be run by the teachers. There
should be some questions and
some answers, and a place
where people could voice their -
complaints. That’s what the stu-
dent paper should be.

Right mnow they have a
ridiculous  student paper of two
pages which comes out three
times a semester and they charge
50c a semester for it. It doesn’t
say anything. It just shows you
what you already know anyway.
All the events they tell you about
are also posted on the bulletin
board. It is certainly not making
people aware of what’s shaking,
what’s happening. What have you
paid your money for?

The paper should have a place
where the students could put in
their complaints and have them
answered by the faculty. But I
believe the way things are set
up now, that even if the students
got their complaints in the
paper, the administration would
just ignore them or would only
put in certain ones, or would
only put answers they like ~
their own “good’ solutions.

—High School Student
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" China declared:
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Are The United States And

China Headed

(Continued from page 5)
leadership over the Communist
“world limited itself to accusations
“of “possible,”’ - “‘theoretical” be-
trayals, the accusation of actual
betrayal first appeared in- the
-statement of Defense - Minister,
Chen Yi, quoted above, and it was
first- made on -Sept. 29, 1965.

It transformed -the Sino-Soviet
conflict not only from an ideologi-
cal level, but also from a na-
tional power plane, into one of
different global aims. Note the
‘date, Sept. 29, It is the eve of
the Sept. 30 coup in Indonesia,
which China, not Russia, hoped
would result in a Djakarta-Peking
axis, a new - world axis ‘as
-against either the one from the
-West -or from Russia.

The fact that the counter-coup,
not the coup, succeeded: that the
greatest . outright massacre of
.Cemmunists and all opponents of
the military, put an ‘end to any
Djakarta-Peking axis, seems not
to. ‘have deterred Mao’s China
~-from vying with Russia, or the’
United States, for world domina-
tion, any more than De Gaulle
‘has been deterred by American
.nuclear might from challenging
its domination of NATO and vying
- with it not only in Europe but:
“throughout the world.

China’s _failure to create a
- Djakarta-Peking axis has only in-
- tensified its determination to
_create an axis with itself as
- center, Thus, on Nov. 11 Mao’s
“We must be
prepared at any time to 'ward
- off a combined attack from U.S.
imperialism, modern revlslomsm,
and the reactlonanes of varmus
" countries.”

It has played this theme so con-
sistently - that, by March, 1966,
it could ‘refuse to —-attend the
23rd Congress of - the Russian
Communist Party with ~these
words: “‘Despite the tricks you
have been playing to deceive
people, you are pursuing United
States-Soviet collaboration for the
domination of the world with your
whole heart and soul.”

For its part Russia allowed its
- secret letter to the Communist
Parties of the world to leak to
the press on the very day, March
23, when China’s letter of refusal
was published. In that ‘“secret”
letter the Russian Communist
Party spoke bluntly enough
- (which is why Brezhnev could
" be publicly soft spoken).

The - letter contains the true
attitude. It states: “The subdivi-
sion of the world into two con-
trasting ‘systems, - the socialist
and the capitalist, has-disappeared
“from the materials of the Chinese
press . . .
~.-“The facts show that the CCP
. leaders today are directing their
.foreign political activity not so

Toward War?

much against the imperialists
but against the Soviet Union . . .

“From all this it becomes clear
that the Chinese leaders need a
lengthy Vietnam war to main-
tain infernational tensions, to
represent China as a ‘besieged
fcrtress’. There is every reason
to assert that it is one of the
goals of the policy of the Chinese
leadership in the Vietnam ques-
tion to originate a military con-
flict between the USSR and the
U.S. so that they may, as they say
themselves, ‘sit on the mountain
and watch the fight of the
tigers’.”

Imagine the dilemma of the
Buddhists as they attempt to use
the Sino-Soviet conflict as a
wedge inte the Vietcong, only teo
be told brusquely by the Ameri-
can occupiers that the Buddhist
demonstrations ‘“‘can only help
the Vietcong.” It is impossible
for American imperialism to face
the truth that it is the greatest
breeder of Chinese Communism
when it writes “No- Exit” on all
roads to independence.

Such is the way of the capitalist
world, East, West, North, South.
Its exploitative nature has not
changed from its competitive
youth, through its decadent mono-
poly maturity when it embarked
upon its imperialist adventures,
to its present state-capitalist
senility which will not let the

Inew third world of Africa, Asia,
ithe

Middle  East and Latin
America alone, much less allow
its own working class fo engage
in social revolution.to work out
new human relations.
WHICH WAY OUT

What is crucial is that there
is- mo escaping recolonization
except through social revolution
—but that is precisely the way
the Buddhists do not intend to
solve. their dilemma. The only
way out for the people is through
their own self-activity, relying
only on the world’s working
people for ouside support.

At the same time, under no cir-
cumstances, must we separate
our anti-Vietnam war activities
from total opposition to both
American capitalism and to all
state-capitalist alternatives even
when these dub themselves as
“revolutionary.” A choice of a
“lesser evil’> only leads to the
victory of the ‘‘greater evil.”
Just as the Negro revolution
gained momentum because - it
would not stop short at the door
marked ‘“‘new civil rights bills,”
so the battle for the minds of
men (and it is the only type of
battle that can be won in a nu-
clear age) cannot stop short at
the doors marked “East” and/or
“West”. It is a struggle aimed
at reconstructing society, at

heme, and on a world scale.
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The future development of
the newly emerging nations
of Africa and Asia depend to
a very large extent on their
ability to aecquire sufficient
capital to develop their re-
sources and promote indus-
trial growth. Today the allo-
cation of capital investment in
the world lies, not so much in
the hands of various govern-
ments, as it does in the cor-
porate decisions of the indust-
trial giants of American big
business.

U. S. direct investment
abroad has risen from $25 bil-
lion 10 years ago to $50 billion
today, with another $20 billion
invested in the stocks of for--
eign corporations. These U. S.
funds are invested where they
can make the highest rate of
profit, not where they can
serve to develop or expand the
economy of any given nation.

: The U. S. auto makers are
$ 2 good case in point. Their
® rate of profit is 27% on their
$ investment after taxes. They
® have used their funds to build
: plants in Europe, South Afri-
ca, Australia, and fo buy up
control of their European
competitors. At present Ford
makes 40% of its cars outside
the U. S., General Motors 20%
and Chrysler 30%.

General Motors, by butldmg

By Peter Mallory

a $100 million dollar plant at
Antwerp, Belgium, is able to
introduce the most modern
know-how in a brand new
plant that will be able to over-
whelm its European comjpeti-
tion. Ford has a similar com-
plex at Saarland, and Chrys-
ler bought out Simeca, in 1963.

Foreign sales of U. S. ¢om-
panies in 1950 were $37 billion
compared with 1964 when only
one fifth of a total of $110 bil-
lion in foreign sales were sup-
plied through exports, the:rest
coming from American plants
on foreign soil.

Today, 2,200 American ﬁrms
own and operate 6,000 firms
overseas. Standard Oil of New
Jersey operates 57 foreign
affiliates, while U. S. Rubber
has 28 research and manufac-
turing centers in 23 counfiries,
selling in over 150 countries.

The vaunted American .

“know-how*‘ is not entirely the
product of ‘‘free enterprise.”
In 1966, $21 billion will be
spent on research and devel-
opment. Of this sum, 70% will
come from U. S. Government
funds and two thirds of the
money will be given to 1. S.
industries for research. .The
benefits of this research and
development will be used for
private profit by American
business.

U S. Big Business Abroad Stifles Nahons

The underdeveloped coun-
tries  complain that when
American firms invest- in
their areas it is to extract:
oil, - copper, various ores,

.- rubber or other raw materi-

als which they take abroad
for processing, They then
return manufactured goods
at high prices with costly
transportation. costs added
to the price of the product.
The result is the country is
at the mercy of the Ameri:
can firms who set the prices
they pay for the raw mate-
rial, the selling price of the
goods, and leave the counfry
without the facilities to man-
ufacture its own consumer
items.

The investment -in these s0-
called extraetive industries -is
low by comparison to manu-
factunng industries and their
main requlrement IS cheap
labor."

To. make matters -worse;

these American firms are be--

yond the range of any effec-
tive control. The U. S. Govern-
ment claims that they cannot
control the activities of firms
abroad, and since in‘' many
cases the income of U. S.
firms is greater ‘than that of
the country in which they: are
operating, they are able to

‘make their own conditions on

new plants set up abroad.

SHRIVER MEETS
POVERTY

“The Citizens Crusade
Against- Poverty” was set up
by Walter Reuther with a mil-
lion dollar. bankroll .drawn
from U.AW. funds, and 125
social-velfare agencies as
members, to work alongside
of the Johnson “War on Pov-
erty’”” program.

Meeting at the swank Wash-
ington International Inn, the
nation’s poor began talking
about organizing against the
political and economic struc-
ture that has denied them con-
trol over the anti-poverty
money. The last thing that
Reuther wanted was to organ-
ize anything against the Dem-
ocratic Party, but the poor
would not be denied.

Mrs. Unita Blackwell of the
Mississippi Freedom Demo-
cratic Party declared, “The
same men who are paying us
$3 a day and who are bent on
putting people off the land —
that’s the men who are on the
poverty committee. The Fed-
eral government ought to be
ashamed of themselves.”

Carl Johnson of Harlan
County, Kentucky, stated,
“You just come. up with the
resources and we’ll show you
what can be done with the
money.” He claims the area
is no better off today after the
government poured one mil-
lion dollars through the regu-
lar political channels, that is,
the politicians who line their
own pockets.

When Sargent Shriver, na-
_tional head of the program,
tried to speak, he rubbed
them the wrong way when he
referred to the affair in the
Watts section of Los Angeles
as a wildcat strike which “we
cannot afford.” ‘“What do you
know about it?” a woman
from Watts shouted, “When
all this poverty money is
spent, the rich man is going
to be richer and I'm still go-
ing to be drawing a welfare
check.”

Here are just two facts

that caused the spontaneous

outburst against Johnson’s

Anti-Poverty program: Un-

" empolyment- in Watis. rims

37% of the population; Pud
in Marin City, a Negro sub-
urb of San Francisco, no
less than 51.3%- of the papu-
lation  is unemployed | in
these. “affluent” times! -

Is there any wonder why
Shriver ‘was unable to con-
clude his speech or why Reu-
ther could not compel the
meeting to come to the type
of conclusion which he want-
ed? That master of substitu-
tion did not, however, dare,
as did his sub-lieutenants, to
threaten to do away with the
“Crusade” altogether. In-
stead, he promised in the fu-
ture to screen the delegates!
(See Page 6 for Voice from
Watts.)
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MSU IN SOUTH
VIET NAM

“Classroom teaching is a
team business” says Ralph T.
Smuckler, “and anyone ' who
doesn’t see how his discipline
fits into the overseas opera-
tions of the University is al-
ready obsolete.” This is but
one of many declarations
emerging from the Ramparts

expose of the role of Michigan'

State University in propping
up the dictatorship of Diem
and Madame Nhu.

The arficle by Warren
Hinckle shows how M.S.U.,
using a $25 million grant from
the Federal Government, sent
agents from the Detroit. and
New York City police depart-
ment, along with F.B.IL
agents, into Viet Nam to #train

Diem’s security forces. and,

“jn the early years of the
project actually supplied them
with guns and ammunition.
In doing so, the East Lansing
contingent helped to secure
Diem’s dictatorship and to
provide a base and the arms
for the secret police which
were to make Madame Nhu
and her brother infamous at
a later date.” :
The main point about this
expose is not only the things
it reveals about the k‘Viet
Nam project, - but whar;

reveals about the attltudes

of some so-called-intellectuals -

in this and the majority of

.- the universities of the coun-

try. They can visit Viet
Nam, see the horrors of the
regime, ‘return, and keep
quiet about it.

The MSU  afair reinforces
the arguments the students of
Berkeley used against Clark
Kerr. As Mario Savio stated,
“His view is that we serve the
national purpose: by being a
part of the military-industrial
complex . Well, T haven’t
felt much of a component
part .

* %k %
INDIA'S POVERTY
When Mrs,

she was feted as becomes the
voice of ‘“Western democracy
in the East.” The catch of the
eulogies was, however, ex-
posed by the facts of India.

After nearly a quarter of a -

century of independence, more
than one-half of India’s 500
million people live ‘“‘below the
breadline” on under $4 a
month!

As if that tragic fact. could

be elminated by rhetoric,.

James Reston of The New
York Times wrofe: ‘‘She was
very cool, precise and unemo-
tional in her gleaming saris
. . . India, she said, had to
work very hard just to wipe
the tear from every eye. She
quoted an old Indian pro-
verb: ‘I complained that I
had no shoes until' I met a
man who had no feet.”” :
How unpoeticly - would this
stark reality be described
were these the facts the press
was detailing about Ckina,
especially when the illiferacy
in India and the “some twelve
million or more of bullock
carts still churn the dust of
our village roads” was fol-
lowed by ‘“‘we are buliding
three nuclear power plants.”
Since, however, this was
American imperialism’s
choice for the alternate road
to China’s ‘“‘communism,”’
the press didn’t even gag at
describing India’s way as
“democratic socialism.”

ooonnnnnnooounoomn»omouonbnmamnn»n»unon

‘ Indira Gandhi
visited Washington last month -
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