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CORE, Baltimore Negroes

Form Md. Freedom Union

Baltimore, Md. — This city — with a big black ghetto,
a CORE chapter in action, few unions, and plenty of Ne-
groes working in low-paying, non-union jobs — was chosen
as a pilot city for the organization of a Northern Freedom
Labor Union. We planned to spend weeks investigating and
setting up organizing committees. But the first week we
were there, seven groups of workers came forward and
asked to be organized, and one group from the Lincoln
Memorial Nursing Home wanted fo strike immediately.

There was no strike fund and
no possibility for community ac-
tion such as boycott tactics here
but the workers insisted. They
had been getting 35¢ an hour and
working a 60 hour week. Often
they worked three weeks in a
row without a day off.
WORKERS FIRED

The owner, Asa Wessels, got
wind of the plans, and on Feb.
9 he called them into the office
and fired nine of the 18 people
on the day shift and refused them
termination pay. Minutes later,
four other workers walked out
in sympathy with those who were
fired and began to picket outside.

A leaflet was written by .the
workers - which said: ‘“Wessels’
Plantation — The Black People
Slave in Baltimore so Wessel
Can Live Like a King in his
Florida Nursing Home. Support
Freedom Local No. 1,”

Another leaflet described the
conditions: The patients were all
“black, all on welfare. The owner
got checks directly from the Wel-
fare Dept. but gave the patients
nothing. Eight had died in a
week, and bodies had not even
been removed, There were few
blankets, bad food, no mattress
covers, no qualified nurses, net
enough eating utensils. Patients
were kept in a damp cellar,

The workers demanded $1.25
an hour, a 40 hour week, time
and a half for overtime, the re-
hiring of the fired workers, and
we tried to get a health inspec-
tion of the place to show viola-
tions of the law.
SYMPATHIZERS JOIN PICKET

Strikers went to a ‘“Peace and
Freedom” rally that had been
called that weekend by local
peace and civil rights groups,
and asked to speak. Five who
had never spoken before made
speeches that they wrote them-
selves. There were 300 in the
audience and $75 was collected
" on the spot. Many from the rally
went to picket with the strikers
that evening.

The pickets were interviewed
by a reporter from the Balti-
more Afro-American, and his
story ran as a front-page ban-
ner headline. Soon all over the
ghetto areas of Baltimore, peo-
ple were talking about the strike.

On Feb. 14, the employees of
Bolton Hill Nursing Home, more
than two miles from the first
strike, came to work felling about
the article in the Afro. They ar-
rived on the job at 7 a.m, and
discussed the story. At 8:30 a.m.
20 out of 29 day-shift workers
walked out and began to demon-
strate against conditions similar
to those at Lincoln Memorial.

That’s how the Maryland Free-
dom Union was born—in the fight
of workers making poverty wages
to get human decency on their
jobs. But the idea of a Northern
Freedom Labor Union has been
discussed in' CORE for over a
year, ever since it had become
clear that attempts to organize
workers in the Northern ghettos
into the AFL-CIO had been nearly
a complete failure.

" The {wo million Northern black
people who work in retail and

service trades have remained al-
most as unorganized as they
were in 1935 when the Retail
Clerks International Association
began to increase its member-
ship. The approximately 100,000
black union members in Northern
retail and service represent a
pitifully small percentage of those
potentially organizable.
DIFFICULTIES OF
ORGANIZING

The wave of migration from
the rural south after World War
II was forced into retail and
service as producfion jobs be-
came more and more scarce for
those without skills or high school
education, The RCIA and its
CIO counterparf, the Retail,
Wholesale and Department Store
Union (RWDSU), tried to organ-
ize this new group with tradition-
al tactics: petition for election
under NLRB, or strike and de
facto recognition.

From 1960-1965 CORE chap-
ters have been involved in many
of these campaigns, but retail and
service jobs have high turnever
rates and little job protection. As
a result, organizing committees
disintegrate during the months
of waiting for an election and
election failures in retail and ser-
vice in Northern ghettos run
about 80%. Strike failures have
run nearly 9 out of 10.

The influence of workers alone
in jobs like these has not been
great enough to win. Support
from the community and the ad-
ded impetus of the civil rights
movement is needed to help the
workers, The civil rights move-
ment, for example, can use con-
sumer boycotts, sitins, pickets,
large amounts of publicity, and
financial support.

Retail establishments in .or
near a large ghetto are highly
susceptible to consumer boycott
by black patrons. It is a tried
and proven tactic long used by
the civil rights movement. The
Mississippi Freedom Labor Union
has used consumer boycotts sue-
cessfully in its labor organizing.
DRAMATIC RESULTS

The Maryland Freedom Union,
though only a month old, has al-
ready seen dramatic develop-
ments in the nursing home
strike. Continued picketing at the
nursing home as well as at Mr.
Wessel’'s  $60,000 home (with
swimming pool) by strikers and
student sympathizers has result-
ed in an agreement by Mr. Wes-
sels to meet with the union’s
lawyer.

The workers have taken a hall
at 322 Schroeder St. in the black
ghetto which they are furnish-
ilg with donated furniture. At
their last meeting (which the or-
ganizers do not attend, as only
the workers themselves must
speak and vote) the main point
was how to divide the money and
food that had been collected. The
workers reviewed each case on
the basis of how much each
striker had been able to save or
get from relatives, how many
children she had, what debts she
was responsible for. Then each

Continued on page 3

Labor, Negro Movement Make
New Links to Change Society

A caucus of rank-and-file auto workers in Detroit, organized to oppose the local
Reutherite bureaucrats and elect their own delegates to the UAW convention to be held
in April, has chosen as one of their five main planks the need for a Southern Union
organizing drive, linked to and allied with the Civil Rights Movement, and has borrowed
the civil rights slogan “One man, one vote” to emphasize their fight to have all the
International Officers and Board Members elected by a direct vote of the members.

SNCC Photo by Bob Fletcher

STRIKE CITY — Mississippi citizens chop wood for heat
in recent freeze. Greenville Air Base demonstrators have
now joined this tent city. See story, page 7.

Japanese Auto Worker Hits
Reuther Visit and Automation

Kawasaki, Japan — We, who also work in the auto-
factory, extend our fraternal greeting to you from Japan. It
is with deep sympathy and full support to your struggle
that we are writing to you. We know your struggle 1is
directed at the man-eating monster, automation, which
deprives workers of their humanity, and at the labor bu-
reaucrats of U.A.W. who pay no attention to the hard life
and struggle of the production workers under the pressure

of the automation.

Last year the vice president of
AFL-CIO (Walter Reuther) came
to Japan and visited our factory
professing solidarity of the
Japanese and American auto-
workers. On that occasion, we,
rank and  file workers, were
ordered to clean inside and out-
side of the factory building and
to hoist the national flags of
Japan and USA (!) for his wel-
come. Then Walter Reuther, fo-
gether with the boss of our com-
pany, showed up accompanied by
the union officers in a Juxurious
car, In this way he took a round
view of the plant.

FAR FROM SOLIDARITY

We factory workers wondered
why we should receive Reuther
in such a way and also wondered
if his visit would contribute to
the solidarity of the Japanese and
American workers. You American
workers may all know, like we
do, that it is far from establish-
ing genuine solidarity of the
workers in the both countries.

It is not only militant workers

but also other workers in the
shops that felt thus, As one of
our fellow workers put it, “It has
nothing to do with us !” when he
saw Reuther’s visit. We all can
not but regard it as an attempt
at strengthening control of the
management and union bureau-
crats over us workers,
SEEK INTERNATIONAL
UNITY

Basing ourselves on the general
feeling in the shop like this, we
are firmly defermined to continue
our struggle for overthrowing
both ecapital and labor bureau-
crats, strengthening international
solidarity of the workers, es-
pecially with you American work-
ers. The heroic struggle of the
auto-workers in the 30's in your
country has always encouraged
us ‘in showing the vital energy
and great strength of the prole-
tariat.

For the unified
Japan and USA!

Kazuo Takada,
Autoworker, Nissan Plant

struggle in

ON THE INSIDE

Worker’s Journal—P. 2

Tragedy of Ghana
See Editorial—P. 4

Woatts Students Speak Out
See Youth—P. 6

Early Viet Nam Analysis Confirmed
See Two Worlds—P, 5

Exposing the failure of Reuth-
er’s still-born and long-forgotten
“Operation Dixie,” these workers
kave declared that the problem
of organizing the unorganized—
to which the labor leadership
scarcely even pays lip-service
anymore—remains the most im-
portant job for the labor move-
ment today.

Moreover, it is’ a job, they
boint out, which has been tackled
recently by unorganized workers
and civil rights groups who had
almost no funds, but plenty of

determination, in as widely
Separated areas as Delano,
Calif.; Baltimore, Md.; and

Greenville, Miss.

RANK AND FILE RESOLUTION

“Therefore be its resolved”,
they have declared,” that the
UAW shall revive the practice
and principle of organizing the
unorganized Southern white and
Negro workers and throw its full
resources behind such an effort,
and

“Be it further resolved, that the
UAW shall actively seek the:sup-
vort of and link up with the civil
rights movement to establish soli-
‘darity between the labor and civil
rights movement in a combined
and determined program design-
ed to establish and successfully
carry out the unionzation of the
unorganized Negro and white
workers of the South.”

This single act of the rank-and-
file signals a new, important, and
very mugh needed, step forward
toward the unity of the Iabor and
civil rights movements in this
country, precisely because it does
come from below, from the rank-
and-file,

The desperate need for union or-
ganization for Southern Negroes
has long been recognized by the
Negro movement. Last year it
took the form in Mississippi of
the Mississippi Freedom Labor
Union.

FREEDOM UNIONS
MOVE NORTH.

The idea of Freedom Unions is
now moving North as well, where,
Just as in the South, Negro work-
ers are stuck in low-paying jobs
in non-union places, such as the
service ftrades, small shops,
laundries and hospitals.

These shops are notoriously
hard to organize because of the
low wages, the high unemploy-
ment, and the lack of skills in-
volved—but in Baltimore, which
was chosen as a “pilot city” for
the project, before the “organiz-
ing committees’” were even set
up, seven groups of workers came
forward and asked to be or-
ganized. Six of them were laun-
dries or food-stores, where tactics
such as consumer bhoycotts and
picket lines could be effectively
used. The seventh was a nursing
home, where the workers who
made 35 cents an hour wanted to
strike immediately. (See story,
Cols. 1 and 2))

The burning desire for the un-
organized to be organized—North
and South — emphasizes the in-
excusable do-nothingness of the
labor leaders, who have marched
in freedom parades, paid lip serv.
ice to the freedom movement,
and written a few well-publicised

Continued on page 8
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Police Birchites Are Given

Green Light by Superiors

" The Police Commissioner of New York City, who was formerly

"‘the Police’ Commissioner of Philadelphia, has stated publicly that

if his policemen want to join the John Birch Society it is OK with
him. There was recently a fair-sized scandal over the number of
Philadelphia policemen who were Birchites, and nothing was done

.‘about that. They are now trying to quiet the New York story by

saying that “only” around 500 out of a force of several thousands
are actually Birchers.
There are probably a good number of Birchers on the Los

" -Angeles police force, too. What is disturbing is that in Los Angeles,

the one policeman who had joined CORE and openly participated
in demonstrations with them was fired. It appears that if people

“ in responsible positions join a fascist-type of movement the public

is not supposed to be concerned about it. But if they join or support
organizations that are concerned with human justice, they are to

" be persecuted.
" 'WILL HISTORY REPEAT ITSELF?

One young Negro I was talking to recently said he felt that
the Negroes were going to keep on fighting for freedom, no matter
what, until they achieved it. But what concerned him was whether

*history would repeat itself as it did after the Reconstruction period.

“If we don’t succeed in controlling our own destiny,” he said, “by
getting into leading positions in all the rural, city, state and federal
governments, I’'m afraid the Negroes will lose everything they have
gained. The white segregationists are working day and night to

“make history repeat itself.”

Many workers I know are concerned with what is happening
right here in Detroit, where some 300 middle-class whites have or-

“ganized what they call a “fourth ¥riday forum”, Their guest speak-

" ers have included reactionary whites from Alabama and Mississippi

. “Radical Right” groups of one type or another which have connec-

who seek to spread the same posionous race-venom that they spread
in the South. Their last speaker was Congressman William L. Dick-
inson from Selma, Ala. He called the Selma to Montgomery March
of last year .a group of “sex-beatniks-weaklings-hypocrites (the
witches’ brew)”. One of the future speakers will be Sheriff James

Clark of Selma, and another will be Dearborn Mayor Orville Hub-

bard. Thére have been over 20 other such erganizations listed as

tions to the John Birch Society.
One worker in our plant said that what concerned him the most

’ was the shield that the states give to such people. He felt that the

Federal Government also seems to help in shielding them, and men-

" tioned the recent investigation of the KKK by the government.
. “After all the murders, and all the inhuman treatment these in-
_dividuals and groups committed were brought out as proof of their

- crimes, every single one of them was sent back where he came
from, without  even being told that if they commit those crimes

fv

again they will be punished,” he said. “When the government tried

some members of the Communist Party, they convicted them — but |
they weren’t trying to convict the KKK. I wouldn’t be surprised if

. they were sent back home at government expense!”
“NEGRO RIGHTS ARE FUNDAMENTAL

It is true that the Negro people, with their white allies, have

made some tremendous progress in the past ten years. It is also

“true that many hate groups have organized against this progress, |

“and have displayed the decay of this system to the whole world.
~The civil rights movement has precipitated a fremendous battle for

the minds of people everywhere. Yet when the union bureaucrats

_yell loud and long that the question of civil rights is not just the
" Negro question but a question of the rights of everyone, they are
_really trying to evade the real issue.

In a general sense, it is the questlon of the rights of everyone,

‘Abut basically and fundamentally it is the question of Negro rights.

In many instances, when the Negro people got their freedom, other
groups will automatically get theirs. That is what happened recently

«-jn Alabama, when the Negroes in Lowndes County won their demand
- for the right to sit on juries there. The white women of Alabama,
 who had not lifted a finger to support the Negroes but who were
..also barred from jury-duty by law for more than 50 years, now can
- also sit on juries all over the state of Alabama.

- GAINS BRING RETALIATION

These same Negroes have also won some other important vie-

tories in the Federal courts. Out of 27 Negro schools in Lowndes

County, 24 must be torn down by the end of this school term and

,-rebuilt on an integrated basis. This Lowndes County organization,
~Tess than year old, has thrown itself against the power of George

~Wallace himself. They shook the entire country, in fact, from end

+ {0 end when they organized their own political party in their county.

But their gains have not been won without retalliation from

,the whites, They are being forced to leave their homes simply be-

cause they have registered to vote. The Administration in Wash-

> ington--has been yelling for years that every American citizen
--should. register and vote. Yet when the Negroes in these rural
.;areas have followed the instruction, they have been forced out of

s

Aheir homes with no place to go. (See Appeal for Tent City p. 3.)

-As one worker in our plant put it, “There is something very

~wrong with-a government that goes out of its way to find jobs and

places to live for refugees from Cuba, but cannot take a single
action to help Negro citizens — who have fought in all of this coun-

, try’s wars and made so many contributions to its development —
- and who are now sleeping in tents on .the frozen ground, simply be-

cause they registered to vote!”

Special notice to our readers in Japan

... The following News & Letters pamphlets are now avail-
--able in Japanese translation:

The Law.of Value and the Nature of the Russian Economy,

by Raya Dunayevskaya

Workers Battle Automation, by Charles Denby

Philosophical Essays, by Raya Dunayevskaya: Marx’s Human-

ism Today; The Afro-Asian Revolutions; the Theory of Aliena-
“tion, Marx’s Debt to Hegel; American Marxist-Humanism and
. -African Socialism
.Order directly from: Zenshin, 1-50 Ikebukurohigashi,

Way of |he World

By Ethel

Dunbar

Who Can Speak For Us?

Sometimes I wonder, who in
our government cares abouf the
black people? Nobody cares
about us but ourselves, I think.
Certainly there are no black
folks in the White House to
speak for their own race. Some-
times it seems as if we black
folks are not considered to be
Americans until there is a war,
and then the white folks tell us
we must go and fight to help
to save our country.

But when the war is over these
same white people tell us: Negro,
you can come on back and stay
in your place. They tell us there
is no place for us in America
where a Negro can get a high-
class job, or be ‘“over’’ a white
man. They think that white men
have to lead the Negroes in
every way.

WHAT NEGROES HAVE
LEARNED

But, Mr. White Man, those
days have passed. Times will
never be like that again, because
we black folks have learned that
we must fight hard for what
we want—and what we want is
freedom. Between you and me,
this fight will keep on until we
have it, because if there is one
thing the Negro people have
now learned, it is that there is

no use waiting for the white
people to give it to them.

Another thing the - Negro
people have learned is that every
time they talk about their free-
dom, they run the risk of being
called Communists. That used to
frighten Negroes, but it doesn’t
frighten us any longer. We are
going to do just as the white
people do-—keep on fighting,
WHEN ARE WE AMERICANS?

There are some whites that
will never stop trying to hold the
Negroes back. They are in the
South today trying to keep the
Negroes from registering to
vote. They have thrown old
people off their farms, driven
them off like dogs.

But what is worse than those
whites is the fact that the Gov-
ernment, which has not hesitated
to ask the Negro to saerifice his
life for his counfry, is not doing
a thing to help these old people
stay on the land they have called
home all their lives. When will
the government try to make the
white man do something for his
country by treating the Negro
like a human being? When will
the government treat the Negro
as an American all the time, and
not just when it thinks it needs
him?
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Scottish Ship
Workers Face
More Layoffs

Glasgow, Scotland—A sub-
stantial drop in profits is re-
ported by the great ship-
building company of John
Brown’s of Clydebank. This
has led to a call for Govern-
ment help to launch a new
scheme to build large modern
docks on the Clyde. Other
shipyards would be involved
in the plan to make the
Clydeside shipbuilding indus-
try more competitive.

Judging by what Lord Aber-
conway, Chairman of the com-
pany said, he is looking forward
to the report of the Geddes Com-
mittee due to be pulbished soon.
In this regard the comments of
Mr. Iain Stewart, the new chair-
man of the Fairfield company,

are of interest. This is what he
said:
EYES SPEED.-UP ,

“All the . big industries are
facing the same problem—they
are employing superfluous Ia-
bour. There are two, three or
four men doing one man’s job.
There is a lesson in this for
everyone and I hope to. prove
the lesson with what I am doing
in Fairfields.”

Mr. Stewart is telling us that
the aim is to reduce the labour
force employed in the industry.
This means that many of those
who cheered Mr. Stewart as their

inew found saviour will have oc-

casion to curse Mr. Stewart, Mr.
Brown and the “leaders” who
called -on the workers to submit
to the plan.

Behind all this is the desire
to reduce the bargaining power
of those employed in the in-
dustry. Capitalism always fights
for survival at the expense of
the workers.

REDUCE LABOR

Modernization under -capital-
ism has the aim of reducing the
labour force in order to enhance
profits. This will continue until
the workers secure control of the
tools of production.

As in the case of Fairfield,
many of those associated with
the working eclass movement
have been too cowardly to say -
what they know o be true. One
man whe, at a meeting of trade
unionists, said . something like
what we say above was described
as a Luddite by an official of the
Communist Party. This was non-
sense but it shows us how cow-
ardly and opportunist this party
has become. .

Events will show how correct
we were, but the Fairfield busi-
ness must not happen again. Too
much time is spent considering
the opinions of M.P.s and party
leaders without sufficient atten-
tion being paid to.the possibili-
ties of rank-andfile initiative.

BOYCOTT
SCHENLEY
PRODUCTS

HELP GRAPE STRIKERS
Pressures are increas-
ing to break the grape
strike, the biggest agricul-
ture strike in modern his-
tory. Help the strikers and
their families win victory
by sending food, clothing
and money to:
Farm Workers Association
Box 894

Delano, California
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Baltimore’s Negroes Form Freedom Union

Continued from page 1
got- a certain amount of money
based on the specific need. All
wanted to be scrupulously fair.
NEW LEADERS DEVELOP
" Most of the union members are

‘young people who are the heads

of families. They are young wo-
men with children whose fathers

-are contributing little to support
‘the family. With the exception of

two people, the workers are new-
ly arrived in Baltimore from the

“South. None owns an automobile, | &
and few have telephones. In order | i
to assemble union meetings a |3

car pool was formed using the

CORE field secretary’s car and

those of volunteers.

One of the first items of busi-
ness for the union was to figure
out how to get a car. The mem-

bers voted to contribute money |
from the strike fund they had |:
. <:olle<:ted%J The cost of the car

is $150 and Baltimore CORE is
helping the union buy it.

Vivian Jones, MFU’s president,
and Ola |Johnson, the secretary,
had never met before the strike.
Ola worked af Lincoln Memorial
and Vivian worked at Bolton Hill.
Both were leaders in the walk-
out. Beft:}e the formation of the
MFEU neither had any experience
in running a meeting or speaking
to large groups of people. Now
both they and many other mem-

“bers have addressed large meet-

ings of college students, contact:
ed many ministers, and spoken to
entire congregations. The union
membership is planning immedi-
ate fund raising in their new hall.

Benefit suppers are planned and |3

door-to-door solicitations have al-
ready begun.
PROJECT NEEDS HELP

The continuation of the pro-

- ject, and the organizing of other

workers—such as- laundry and
food store workers who make 80
cents an hour—will depend up-

on the effectiveness of our fund

raising. Money will be needed for
direct strike benefits to families,
union office expenses, and pub-
licity. Transportation fo meetings
for workers is essential in ghetto

organizing, for workers are |

spread over a wide ghetto area
where public transportation is in-.
adequate, and most workers can-
not afford either cars or tele-
phones of their own. Some used

“office equipment must be bought,
“We need typewriters,

mimeo-
graph machines and paper.

The Baltimore CORE Chapter
has been helping with funds,

manpower, and office materials.
Four organizations from colleges
in the area have formed a stu-
dent committee to help. Volunt-
eers from Columbia University in
N. Y. have been commuting to
aid the project and raise funds
in N. Y.

Building an independent union
from scratch is a rough job.
Workers who make $25 a week

S

elp

Lowndes County, Ala. —
: Twentyfive more families
have been asked to move from
the plantations, because of
their voter-registration activ-
ity. This totals more than 50
families so far in Lowndes
County alone. Unfortunately,
we are unable to house these
people even in tents, because
we do not have the money
for tents and the necessary
materials for proper construc-
tion. Hopefully something will
break soon, as we are frying
our utmost fo keep them in
the county where their roots
have been for years.

In other surrounding coun-
ties where we are working —
¥ all Black Belt counties — the
% trend is also to kick Negro

»
i

s
S

»

R

families from the plantations.
i Greene County Negroes and
# those in Wilecox County who

gla. Tent \City Families

I ‘averaging eight per family —

—when they aren’t on. strike—
can’t supply enough money to
finance a large-scale organizing
campaign. The MFU asks those
who read this story to. give us
a chance to end the 35 cents an
hour, 60 hour week. Send your
contributions to:
MARYLAND FREEDOM UNION
322 North Schroeder Ave.
Baltimore, Maryland 21223

—SNCC Photo

have registered to vote have
been told they will have to
leave. In those counties we've
also had to set up tent cities.

We are struggling to get
money for tents and materials
for the immediate needs, and
also to get money to purchase
40 acres of land at $100 an
acre so that these families —

can, for the first time, have
their own land and their own
homes. Can you help?

£ % %

Food, clothes, medical
supplies, and money are
desperately needed fto
sustain these families. We
urge our readers to send
whatever they can to:

Lillian 8. McGill, Lowndes
County - Christian Movement
for Human. Rights, Box No. 25,
Whitehall, Alabama.

Transit Strike

- New York, N.Y. — For many

‘years I have watched “Sam”, a

transport worker T know, dispas-
sionately analysing the political
events around him. Having grown
up in the Depression, he had
talked sympathetically of the
Civil Rights movement, the anti-
war movement, etc. He, however,

felt removed from these move-

ments. During the transit strike,
he was involved.

Since the union has no strike
fund, he was forced to drive peo-
ple to Manhattan to make a little
money, and he went heavily into
debt on top of this. He has 4 wife,
three children; lives in city hous-

ing, and made less than $86 a

week take-home pay as a token-
booth attendant,
“MY UNION”

During the strike he began to
speak of “my” union rather than
“the’” union. He began telling me
that “my union is one of the best
I-have seen in terms of Civil
Rights. Anyone can be a mem-
ber.” :

When I asked about the union
leadership, he avoided condemn-

© ing them, pointing out that they

had handled themselves pretty
well during the strike. He was

. aware that in forcing the leader-

ship into a strike it didn’t really
want, he made the union meore
“his,” and he did not want to
divide it now with a re-hashing

Gave New Sense of Power

of the old fights.

He felt that the leadership had
probably gotten the shaking-up it
needed to remain responsible to
the workers, and he said that if it
hadn’t, the workers had gained
enough respect for their power
and solidarity that they would be
able to shake the Leadership up
again in the future.

STRIKE CHANGED WORKERS

He felt the strike had made a
change in the workers. The many
classes of transport workers
(there are over 16 types of trans-
port workers with widely varying
pay, working conditions and prob-
lems) were, before the strike,
aware only of their own problems.
They envied and often resented
those in the next higher  pay
bracket. “Now we know that we
all have to stick together,” he
said.

One fact that was not publicised
was that the Transit Authority
evolved a plan by which they
would not have set a precedent of
allowing the Condin-Wadlin Act
(which prohibits strikes among
municipal employees) to he
broken, This was that the trans-
port workers would all be “fired”
for a two-day period during the

‘time of the strike and then “re-

hired”, retroactively, before its
end. Thus there would be no loss
in pay to the workers, and the
compulsory firing of workers for

striking, which is part of the law,
would be satisfied.

This plan was unofficially
passed down to the workers while
the Transit Authority waited for
their response. “Sam” said that
the response of almost all the
other workers he had spoken to
was that if they were fired, they
would want to be rehired on their
own terms, which surprised the
Transit Authority considerably.
In other words, the Transit
Authority would have another
strike on its hands! Needless to
say this plan was not instituted.
GAINED POWER

This shows a development in
thought from a question of
whether “I”, as an individual, will
lose money, to one of will “we,”
as a group, lose some of the power
we have gained.

When the workers refused to
cooperate with the Transit
Authority in a phoney deal, the
legislature had to pass a fotally
unconstitutional law exempting
these workers from the automatic
firing clause of Condin-Wadlin.
The state legislators had no
choice. When the workers speak
together and join together in a
direct action that wins, all the
laws and regulations go out the
window like so many dry leaves.
This strike definitely radicalized
many of the transit workers. in
New York.

ON THE LINE

Leaving Safety to ‘Company
Is Leaving Chickens To Fox

By John Allison

The local union has no control over safety in the shop.
Authority for carrying out safety programs rests with the
corporation. All the union does is.complain about unsafe
conditions, but doesn’t do anything about it.

What this means to the welfare
of the workers is that they suffer
injuries such as they have never
suffered before. The workers at
Chrysler Highland Park plant are
simply telling the truth when they
say: leaving the corporation with
complete control over safety is

All Hurt by
Diserimination

mn Inspection

Detroit, Mich. — Workers
at the Chrysler Highland
Park plant have asked News
& Letters to report on the
steps being taken to discrim-
inate against Negroes in the
Inspection Department.

Negroes were integrated in the
Inspection Department during
Second World War years. This
was shortly after the Fair Em-
ployment Practices Commission
(FEPC) was established by the
government,and the local union

:| FEPC committee helped break

down racial discrimination in
jobs.

The first Negroes in Inspec-

: | tion were given jobs whites did

not want, and there were plenty
of Inspection jobs like that. This
condition existed for some time.

i) A SHIFT

Then Automation was born, and
to the inspectors, this meant
Quality Control. A neat little
shift took place here.

Inspectors before Automation
had the authority to reject de-
fective work. Their job was to
check what was being done to
see to it that work being put
out was right. But with Quality
Control, many Negroes were
shifted to Production Inspection,
and here the boss ruled the line
and the inspectors could not int-
erfere with production.

There are many Negroes, in-
cluding many women, who are in
the Inspection Department and
who have been doing their jobs
for 10-15-20 years. Bui now the
company has come up with an.
other wrinkle. The Inspection
Department has started to give
tests to see who remains in the
department,

No other department in the
plant practices this test busi-
ness, and inspection workers are
saying this is being done to get
rid of the Negroes so Inspection
can be lily -white again after
being integrated for more than
20 years.

LOW PAY

Inspectors have pencils, and
for some strange reason, this
seems {0 give them a sense of
false pride. The money this pen-
cil-carrying job pays is little
more than a sweeper gets for his
day’s work. But the company,
with its tests, is demanding that
the inspectors have skills that
are ridiculous for the pay scale.

And the union’s part in this is
strange indeed. The steward and
committeeman play a nice little
game of pitting one worker
against another and helping the
company in this drive to elimin-
ate Negroes from Inspection.

There are alse white women
and men inspectors, and their
jobs are in danger too in this at-
tempt to get rid of the Negroes.
But to those who are determined
to get rid of the Negroes, the
white women and men can go
too, so long as the Negroes are
gone,

like leaving the fox to watch over
the chickens. :
NEED VOICE IN SAFETY

Any safety problem is a subject
that is legitimately a collective
bargaining problem, and since
this is the case, all local unions
should have safety committeemen
with power to act. So long as the
union does not have this power,
the loss of fingers, hands and
arms — and worse — will con-
tinue.

It is no secret why manage-
ment fights any attempt of the
union to have an equal voice in
safety considerations. The reason
is that safety and production are
not the same things. Production
is king, the machine is second,
the worker is not even in the pic-
ture and safety is last on the list.

The growing number of work-
ers in the press room of plant 6
who are losing fingers and hands
is a constant source of fear to
the workers. The machines are
old and are not properly kept up.
The result is that they are re-
peaters.

REPEATERS CHOP HANDS

What this means is that the
press comes down when it is not
supposed to. A worker puts a
piece of stock in the press, pushes
a button, and the press comes
down and cuts the stock, then -
goes up and is supposed to stop
at the top by a brake on the ma-
chine. The worker then takes the
piece of stock out, puts in another
piece and - pushes the button
again. Only it doesn’t always
happen that way.

Because the machines are old
and are not operating properly,
sometimes the brake doesn’t hold
the press up, and it comes down
again in a flash-—when the work.
er’s hands are under the press.
And fingers and hands are
chopped off.

We know about Automation; we
know about it better than any-
body else. But the old and new
are still side-by-side in the High-
land Park plant.

PARALYZED FOR LIFE

We remember so well the case
of Brother Willie Broomfield, the
jitney driver who had his load
topple over on him. That was
before - Christmas. Now we are
told that he will never walk again
because he is paralyzed from the
waist down.

The Jitney he drove was not
automated and did not have any
of the safety devices there are
on the new jitneys. The equip-
menf some of these drivers use
is a disgrace, but more impor-
tant, is a death frap for the men
that drive them.

We read in the papers about
Michigan’s Labor Department;
how it is the worst one of any in-
dustrial state in the country; and
how many thousands of plants in
the state have never been seen
by a safety inspector.

SAFETY IS ALWAYS

All of this is true, but they
could pass a million laws about
safety inspection and these in-
juries would still keep on happen-
ing. We need union people in the
plant every hour, every day
whose job it is to enforce safety
standards; who have the right to
shut down any machine or any
line that is unsafe. ' :

Then, and only then, will we
be able to put a stop to this ab-
solutely unnecessary Tloss of
limbs, health and life. Every
worker knows that all of these
unsafe conditions could be elimi-
nated if the welfare of worker

came first, S
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EDI T ORIAL
1,; The Tragedy of Ghana

The overthrow of the regime of Kwame Nkrumah brings an end
to the first independent government on the African continent.

In recent years Nkrumah has been heavily criticized for assum-
ing a dictatorial role in Ghana; for suppressing freedom of expres-
sion; for jailing all critics, both left and right; for spending far more
than his country had the ablhty to produce; and for the assumption
of fancy titles and the amassing of personal wealth.

NKRUMAH LED GHANA TO FREEDOM

«+It was not always the case. After securing two degrees in the
United States, Nkrumah left as a socialist and joined the London
Bureau to fight for freedom in Africa. He was jailed by the British,
but finally succeeded in leading the first country in Africa to win its
freedom, Ghana.

The struggle against British imperialism was conducted by the
Convention Peoples Party, anc during the early days, Nkrumah
placed great reliance and trust in the youth section of that party to
overcome the resistance of the old tribal leaders and other backward
elements in that society. As the regime was consolidated, Nkrumah
placed more reliance in the deals he was.able to swing abroad, in
membership in the British Commonwealth, in financial aid from the
United States and other countries, and in arms and technical assist-
ance from the Soviet Union.

- As aid from abroad rolled in, Nkrumah relied more heavily on
it, rather than on the broad masses of the couniry and his own
political party, the Convention Peoples Party. Promising youth were
sent to the Soviet Union for training and found racial diserimination
there too. While Soviet technicians filled the hotels of Ghana and
lived well, the people of the countiry found themselves facing food
shortages and a lack of consumer goods. They found that all forms
of ‘public opposition to the policies of Nkrumah were met with jail
sentences without trial and preventive detention for an unspecified

" number of years on “suspicion” alone. A number of attempts on his

-

life ended with him establishing a Russian-trained bodyguard at his
palace in Ghana, some of whom were killed during the military coup.

The new military regime released hundreds of political prisoners,
but hastened to rejoin the British Commonwealth which Nkrumah
had left over.the Rhodesian issue, proclaimed a fondness for ‘‘re-
turning to private enterprise”, and promised a mew constitution
similar to that in the U.S.

REVOLT REJECTS LEADER CULT

Meanwhile students paraded in the streets for eight hours with
placards reading, “Liberty reborn”, “Russians and Chinese Go
Home’’, “Hang the Thieves”.

The people danced in the streets and the expensive statues of
“Osagyefo” (“The Redeemer’’), as he chose to call himself, were
toppled: and his bronze head rolled in the streets where chxldren
used-it as a-footstool.

The ‘people ‘of Ghana chose this method of expressing their
hatred of a regime that poured money into the public monuments
and the glorification of the leader cult at the expense of providing
the tools and equipment that would have made their daily burdens
at-hard labor less arduous.

“ Tt is not, as is commonly supposed, that the workers of Ghana
did not resist this state of affairs. They did — through countless
strikes and other forms of resistance. The strikes were broken by

'Nkrumah through the use of brutal force. His penally for striking

was to make the workers work overtime without pay ‘“to make up
for loss of time during the non-patriotic strike”, to wse his own

) words Then, as if they did not have enough burdens, the workers

were forced by edict to put up to 10% of their wages into “forced
savings” on top of their tax burden.
NKRUMAH IS .NO MARXIST

--The failure of Nkrumah, a self-avowed ‘“Marxist’ will be blamed
on, ‘Marxism as a theory. Nothing could be further from the truth
because nothing that Nkrumah did eould be, in the slightest degree,
linked with anything in the theory of Marx.

'The tragedy of Ghana is not the overthrow of the Nkrumah dic-
tatorship, but the failure after nine years of independence to build
a collective leadership capable of running the country without resort-
ing to a military dictatorship. Nkrumah’s failure lies in taking the
power out of the bands of the broad masses and substituting military
force for workers’ control of the reglme The One party state, which
he-is-responsible for establishing in Africa, lends itself to this kind
ofimilitary coup, substituting one dictatorship for another.

Unless the masses themselves get control of the country, all the
talk of the military about instituting greater democracy will be so
much poppycock. There is no example of the military of any country
in‘lrecent times establishing a truly democratic regime.

When the world price of Ghana’s chief produce, in this case

: cocoa, fell from 42 cents to 12 cents a pound, it is understandable

why ‘the national income of the country had been reduced by over
60%-over the last few years. It was quite another thing, however,
for Nkrumah to plunge wildly ahead as if nothing had happened and

g make great pretentions of taking over the leadership of all Africa,

a$ ‘if he ‘were running the most advanced countiry on the continent.

~Ghana has a tremendous potential for future development, de-
splte the drop of cocoa prices which accounts for the present financial
crisis. But only democratic control of the country by the masses
can ensure decent conditions of labor and a community run for the
benefit of all its citizens, not a handful on top.

Readers’
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GHANA'S CouP

There was a lot of discussion
among. the Negro workers in
our shop when Nkrumah was
first building up his dictator-
ship. I remember the guys
talking about a TV program
once that showed how many
streets were named after him,

and how many statues were

built to him. The same pro-
gram showed the conditions
under which the workers there
were forced to labor, and that
really hit home with us.

We know first-hand the re-
sentment that builds up under
conditions like that. That is
what Marx meant, I figure,
when he talked about a system
breeding its own destruction.

Auto Worker
Detroit
* * £

Nkrumah reminds me of our
local union bureaucrats. I
guess there must be a certain
common mentality all rulers
get. It is good to know that
even the most powerful ones
can one day be deposed.

Auto Worker
Detroit
* * *

I am very suspicious of any
military coup as being cap-
able of bringing in democracy
anywhere. But in Ghana, the
jubilation in the streets on the
part of the masses at Nkru-
mah’s downfall spoke volumes.

‘When I saw the pictures of
the decapitated statues in
Accra, 1 could not help re-
membering the pictures of the
smashed statues of Stalin dur-
ing the Hungarian Revolution,
and of Madame Nhu when the
Diem regime was overthrown
in Vietnam. Unfortunately for
the Vietnamese all they got
in place of that tyrant was an-
other — and another — and an-
other. Let us hope the Ghana-
ians will not have to go
through as much to finally get
some true freedom.

Technician
Chicago
% % %

The overthrow of Zik and
Nkrumah shows that it is get-
ting damned expensive to be
a leader now-a-days.

0ld Politico
Los Angeles, Calif.
o
THE ANTI-WAR
MOVEMENT AND
JOHNSON’'S WAR

I don’t remember ever hear-
ing about Congressional op-
position to a war that had the
magnitude that the current
opposition to Johnson’s war in

_Vietnam has reached. I do

agree with your February edi-
torial, however, that it is im-
portant mostly because it is a
sign of a much deeper anti-

wa1 position of the American’

people themselves. Your edi-
torial was very blunt about the
fact that the ‘“hawks’ and the
‘““doves” are all arguing from

the same basic ground: de-

fense of American capitalism.
That is what makes some peo-
ple I know wonder if Bobby
Kennedy may just be giving
up war for Lent?

Reader
New York
¥ % @

. . As Senator Morse has
repeatedly pointed out, it is
the USA which is the aggres-
sor in Vietnam. We are con-
ducting an immoral and il-
legal war of extermination
against the Vietnamese people.
BJ’s advisors appear deter-
mined to now embroil us in a
ruinous war with both China

and the T1JSSR, -a war -which:

can only end in world-wide
atomic annihilation.

i

‘As Commander-in-Chief LBJ -

may have the last word today.
But if we survive o see the
next election, the American
people will have the last word
and vote (him) and all his mis.
gmded supporters mto obliv-
ion.

M.W.

Detroit, Mich.

I

LBJ is so interested in stif-
fing opposition to his Vietnam
policy that he is forever {rying
to gather all views under one
big concensus, defined of
course, by himself.

Gavin and Kannan spoke for
eight hours before the Senate
Foreign Relations Comimittee
and the President immediately
says that he is doing exactly
what they are asking for —
limiting the war. Then Senator
Kennedy says that we must be
willing to negotiate with the
Viet Cong -— and LBJ has a
White House spokesman say
that is what he is for.

But he also has his spmmit
with Ky in Honolulu and says
that he and Ky are in agree-
ment. Ky states that he is
totally against negotiation with
the Viet Cong. How can! LBJ
be with everyone?

The anti-war movement, on
the other hand, is isolating it-

self from the population. It

goes to T7th Street Police :Sta-
tion - (in' the Negro atea) :to

picket. for “Peace and Free- !

dom Now.” But they don’t
even bother to find outiif peo-
ple in the community hre in-
terested. As a result, one gets
a picket line of 200 whites and

a few Negroes—in an:almost

entirely Negro neighborhood.

Committee Member
Los Angeles, Calif.

POVERTY ELECTION

Only a sprinkling of the
county’s estimated 400,000
poor went to the polls ‘to vote
for anti-poverty board mem-
bers here. It was a real fiasco
— but the preparations for it
were really a joke. Whenever
there is a regular -election
no matter how small the of-
ficial, there are months of
preparation and publicity
poured into the community.
For this election there was
one week-end of activity. The
results were self-evideit.

0ld Politico
Los Angeles

L I

The poverty board in Los
Angeles has succeded in pull-
ing the wool over the:eyes of
the poor once more. Did any-
one think they were going to
put any power in the poor’s
hands? Just two weéks ago
Mrs. Opas Jones was fired
from the poverty board be-

cause she was making waves.

She wanted more representa-
tion for the poor. :

If we really want represent-
atives of the poor we must
select our own candidates,
not let big daddy Mayor Yorty
approve who he wants to
vepresent us. Who cares who
he wants? Those who represent
us should not be a go:between
for Yorty’s palitical machine.

We must stop listening to
what we hear on the news
media because they are totfal-
ly uninformed of the wishes
of the people. All they know
is what downtown tells them.
We must ‘wake up-and- listen
to the “moans and:the groans
I
|

i
il

i
A |
i

of the people who are not
being heard.:

We should tell Yorty we will

decide who runs for: the rep-
resentation we need. We don’t
need doctors and teachers to
tell us. we’re in poverty. We
don’t need some paid experts
to tell us what's wrong. We

don’t want any paid expert to

tell us what we need to know.
We are tired of having Yorty
play politics with us.
Poverty-Area
Teen-Ager
Los Angeles

FROM WASEDA TO
BERKELEY -

The students of Waseda Uni-
versity have been on a campus

strike here since the beginning -

of January against the raising
of fees, and other issues. There

were 203 students arrested for -

‘“occupation of the "campus”,
including our Zenshin com-
rades.
ings to the Berkeley 'Students
from Waseda.
NC-JRCL (Zenshin)
Toyko, Japan

THE NEGRO
REVOLUTION

All the slanders about

where the idea of the Black
Panther is supposed to have
come from do not invalidate

- the soundness of the “all-black "

slate” i an area where the
overwhelming size of the

Negro majority actually makes

it possible for the Negroes to
win control in that locality. I

am no black nationalist, be-
lieve me — but I w1sh the -

Black Panther movement in
Lowndes County all the suc-
cess in the world !
Acthst
Chicago
CRE T
Since the Negroes here have
won some victories, theré is a

distinct change of attltude on

the part of both the whites
and the Negroes. Many of the
Negroes who were timid about
standing up for their rights be-
fore, like the Negro teacheérs
for instance, have been send-
ing in donations. Two school
officials have bought miniature
voting machines so the people
can learn how to use them
at night.

As far as the whites are

concerned, some of them have

begun to realize that they just

might lose the election ' this

year — and some of them are

even {rying to make “deals’””

with us to see if they can
get our support. .
Activist
Alabama
E I I ]
We have been making a lot
of progress, but we are ‘{ry-
ing to prepare ourselves for

the violence that may come.
in the next 12 months, when

the whites make their last
desperate attempt to push us

back. We are worried, but we

are notf afraid.
Worker
Alabama

L ]
ANTI-COMMUNISM’S
BOOMERANG
The lunatic right wing
“Breakthrough”
should receive a medal from

the - Communists for making

Herbert Aptheker’s recent

visit here such an overwhelm-

ing success. Without the pub-

licity they gave him,. the
meeting that the local DuBois .

Club on:‘Wayne campus had

Please send our gree- '

group here -
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planned, - would have been
lucky to have attracted 50
students. ’

But “Breakthrough’ flooded
the: ‘campus with a leaflet
calling on “students to pack
the “meeting and give him a
“4raitor’s welcome.” The state
legislature helped by passing
a resolution requesting the
Dean to refuse him permission
to speak, and the TV stations
and newspapers picked up the
story and:gave it top -publi-
city.

As a result, no less than
3,000 students showed up to
hear him; and the “Break-
through” pickets were just
about swallowed up in the
sea. Moreover, since the hall
that had been assigned for
the meeting seated only 150,
the students who couldn’t get
in. decided ‘to stage a sit-in
outside the room, to protest
the fact that the Administra-
tion hadn’'t provided a large
enough room! They protested
that the university had given
Aptheker the right to speak,
but hadn’t given him them the
right to hear him.

Observer
: Detroit
* % *

Katzenbach says youth who
might join the Dubois clubs
are. entitled to know what is
behind these groups. Right!
Bui this can best be imple-
mentéd through free and
open democratic debate and
discussion, not government-
sanctioned thought control . . .
It occurs to me that those op-
posed to .compulsory registra-
tion of the Dubois Clubs might
out of protest join them as
“protest - members.”” Perhaps
the prospect of zooming mem-
bership in the Clubs would
reduce Federal = enthusiasm
for this type of harrassment.

It is even conceivable that
if there 'is  something anti-
democratic. about these clubs,
a ‘more diverse membership
would correct this . . . Of
course that would depend on
the willingness of the clubs
to admit protest members.

. Florida
Reader
: * * %

“The university administra-
tion ~at Chapel Hill, North
Carolina has done it again.
They refused Aptheker per-
mission to speak on campus—
and wound up getting 2,000
students out to hear him! The
reactionaries just never seem
to -learn. To paraphrase the
old cliche, with enemies like
that, the Communists don’t
need friends.

Disgusted
Chapel Hill

N L] * & .

I wonder if the Attorney-
General has a Communist on
his. advisory staff? I'd be will-
ing to bet that the latest at-
tempt to make the DuBois
Clubs register as Communist
front organizations will prob-
ably result in more members
for them, not less.

, Student
New York
@
CUBA

Peter Mallory’s comments
on Cuba (November N&L)
were a fine example of the
dilemma facing Marxism in
the U.S. Being a Marxist, and
a Negro, 1 feel it is my duty
to. force discussion on this
dilemma, a new breed of
Marxism, racist Marxism.

+Js it not possible that: the

. -~ capitalistic system in America.

has so twisted the souls of
Americans that even those
among us who choose to be
Marxists cannot escape being
racists?

1 say it is possible because
capitalism has destroyed the
souls of many millions . of
Negroes, making them hate
themselves . . . It is not forces
from = above that keep the
Negro in -his place; rather it
is his own concept of himself,
his belief in his own inferior-

“ ity . . . When the Negro frees

himself enough from this belief
to become a Marxist . . . per-
haps there is hope that he
will overcome his own racism
against himself,

But what of the white Marx-
ist? Is it not possible for him
to become a Marxist without
examining his own racist tend-
encies?

What has all this go to do
with Cuba? Mr. Mallory, you
have not been watching
enough television. If you had,
you would have noticed two

" very important aspects of the

recent ‘exodus’ from Cuba: (1)
that all the people getting off
those boats and planes were
very well dressed. They were
definitely not the poor sugar-
cane. cutters who helped
Castro overthrow Batista. (2)
that in all the news broad-
casts 1 have viewed 1 have
seen not one black face, or
even a brown one, and per-
haps only a dozen olive:ones.

You have failed to under-
stand that the Castro. Revolu-
tion, the Cuban Revolution, is

not only & class revolution, :

but, in at least 40% of the
cases (the black population
of Cuba) it is a racial revolu-
tion . . . You fail to under-
stand that any white Cuban
is better off in Florida than
any Negro who has ever lived,
died, passed through, siept or
worked in Florida.
Black Student
New York
L ‘* -

I was happy to see that your
editorial on Vietnam in the
February issue was both com-
prehensive and honest about
the many different tendencies
within the anti-war movement.
I was especially taken by the
reference to how the Sino-
Soviet conflict undermines the
independent actions of the
third world of Africa, Latin-
America and Asia—as witness

the new conflict between
Castro and Mao.
Reader
Chicago

® % %

The Latin-American coun-
tries at the U. N. were furious
over the Havana meeting
which was supposed to be a
gathering of the underdevel-
oped African, Asian and Latin-
American nations. Russia and
China were there not just as
observers, but as voting parti-
cipants. As a result, it sort of
backfired on both Russia and
China, when a resolution by
the Latin-Americans struck
out against both Yankee Im-
perialism and Russian Im-
perialism.

Observer
Los Angeles, Calif.

o
IF THE SHOE FITS . . .

The president of our local
just about flipped when he saw
the cartoon in the February
issue of N&L. He was. ready
to sue you, he was so.sure
that- the bureaucrat in that
cartoon was supposed to be a

picture of himself!
: Chrysler H.P.- Worker

A Dptro!t i

" let,

HUELGA!

Thanks and appreciation,
from all of us in Delano, for
your excellent coverage of the
Delano Grape Pickers strike.
Reporting like yours has bro-
ken through the news black-

out that California newspapers. -

tried to impose. (The L.A.
Times owns almost 200,000
acres -of land in southern
Kern County and didn’t want
to publicize articles on the
problems of their neighbors.)
Now news of the strike and
the conditions that caused it
have  spread all across . the
country.

Enclosed is a copy of Eu-
gene Nelson’s Heulga!, The
First- Hundred Days of the
Great Delano Grape Strike,
We thought that many of
your readers would be in-
terested in this book. It is
an exciting, vivid commen-
tary on this social and politi-
cal and economic -upheaval
... Vivi la Huelga y la Causa!

Doug Adair

Farm Worker Press

Delano, California

* & *

Editor’s Note: We urge our
readers to get a copy of this
informative and exciting book
which we will review next is-
sue., The pictures alone are
worth the very modest price,
only $1.50 from Farm Worker
Press, PO Box 1060, Delano,
Cal. See ad on page 7.

{ J
NEW READERS

‘I have just finished read-‘:

ing your Afro-Asian pamph-
and Indignant Heart.
They are powerful pieces of
literature — especially the

latter. It made me feel as if .

I were looking in a mirror.
Every word could have been
about '‘myself. ;

: - Negro Reader

Detroit
* % %

After reading your paper,
I feel that you are showing
only one side of the ‘major
issues. You know there are
two sides to every story, and
if we as American citizens
are to decide what is best for
our country and act accord-
ingly, don’t you think we
should read both sides? Your
paper can do this for us.

. Concerned

. California

Editor’s Note:

The so-called objective daily
press spends millions telling
“one side” of the story. We
exist to tell the side of the
workers, the Negroes, the stu-
dents,
throughout the world. There
is ‘no other place where they
can speak for themselves.

% % %

I have been reading your
literature for several months
and would like to promote
your newspaper among the

upemployed and underpaid-

workers in this area. We are
thoroughly involved in voter-
registration, employment and
political education. Please let
me know how I can get copies
pf‘ your paper to promote the
issues.

Worker

Alabama

- Editor’s Note: We will he glad

to send bundle orders.to those
who feel it will help their
organizational work. We also
urge those active in the move-
ment everywhere to use our
pages for stories about their

- ..own- work .and: problems, and

thus..make the paper a frue

-weapon in their struggle.

the freedom . fighters

TWO WORLDS

By Raya Dunayevskaya, Chairman
National Editorial Board

Early Marxist-Humanist Analysis
of Viet Nam Predicted War Moves

(Edi?or’s Note: A reader in Boston writes: “I have just been re-
reading some of Raye Dunayevskaya’s POLITICAL LETTERS, and
was amazed at the accuracy with which she predicted what has hap"
pened in Vietnam, though she wrote of it in 1961, when most of us
did not yet know such a place even eristed. I wish you could print’
that letter in a future issue. It certainly testifies to the power of

the Marxist-Humanist wmethod of analysis.”
letter to which our Boston reader refers. )

*

Hidden in the inside pages of the Iocal press’

&

¥

We print

below the °

October 9, 1961
of Friday and::

Saturday (October 6th and 7th) was a brief AP dispatch which:
stated: “S_tate Department sources revealed privately yesterday -
that sending troops to South Viet Nam is under consideration.”
The same-day one of the Alsop brothers wrote a column which, at
one and the same time, tried claiming that the most important
aspects of Kennedy’s speech before the UN had been the references
to Laos and South Viet Nam, and played down the idea of commit.
ment of U.S. troops to “the defense of South Viet Nam” on the
ground that these were not so much for combat as for “training.” -
Obviously, however, the “training” would be on live human beings!
Just now the Sunday N.Y, Times has arrived and I note that,
contrary to the local press, the Times does give the matter fronf .
page coverage. However, it becomes even further removed from.:.
the real danger point by relating it to the failure to achieve the .
peace in Laos promised by Khrushchev. Since at this moment the -
three princes have finally worked out a modus vivendi, the item
on South Viet Nam will again “be lost.” Ca
UNDECLARED WARS OF IMPERIALISM B
Following the long bloody mess of the Korean War which
Truman had called a “police action,” no doubt we should be..
hardened on the matter of imperialistically undeclared wars. N ever- .

theless, the new point here is that while all eyes are on Berlin,

and nothing short of mankind’s total annihilation is deemed worthy

of serious discussion, an old-fashioned war is being clandestinely -

prepared. :

Let's bring it out inte the open. If the Berlin crisis was manu.
factored in Moscow, the one in South Viet Nam is being manufactured ~
in Washington, D.C.—and for the same reason, That is to say, the -
struggle for world domination means, first and foremost, a struggle
against the working people in one’s own country AND the
countries one dominates, In the case of South Viet Nam, ‘the.
so-called “democratic regime” of Ngo Dinh Diem has ‘so steadily .
moved to the right that it is little distinguished either from the

old-fashioned mandarin regime, or the French puppet regime of

ik

Emperor Bao Dai, except that this one’s bills are paid by the .

United States,

The agrarian reforms promised and haltingly be
Ngo Dinh Diem first won the presidency have in each case given
way to the old landlord rule and even when a new project is -
degun, it is the old landlord who becomes the new administrator,
The peasant masses rightfully see no difference from the old--
ruling class. Neither do the petty-bourgeois revolutionary intel-,

lectuals that originally helped the country created .in 1954 see.

L LAY
gun when.,.

any of its civil liberties restored, or even the corruption .cleared.
up, now that the corruption has moved from the religious sects.to
the family of the aristocratic president. '

The victories of the guerrillas are not “foreign”

but mass ”

supported. In the seven years existence of South Viet Nam, Ngo'
Dinh Diem has lost what support he had when he fought France
and its puppet, Bao Dai. When South Viet Nam was first estab-"
lished, nearly a million refugees from Communist North Viet: Nam'
moved in. At the moment of the regime’s total isolation from
the masses, however, the “liberal” intellectuals around the young,
vigorous, smart man in the White House think it is time to rally..
around the flag (though the flag be that of a tottering though -

new semi-feudalism).

Inasmuch as the war is not yet full-fledged, it does give us -
the opportunity not to limit our analysis to the immediate question, .
but to extend it to the relationship the theory of permanent :
revolution has to the conditions in the underdeveloped economies: .
in general, and Viet Nam, South and North, in particular.
THE THEORY OF THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION :

Heretofore,* we stressed the negative features of the theory
of permanent revolution because, in its' under-estimation, if not
outright rejection, of the peasantry as revolutionary, a vanguard
force, the theory was far removed from the realities of our age,
while in its over-estimation of the role of the State Plan, Trotskyism
turned out to be nothing but the loyal opposition to. Communist
rule—that is, where it was permitted to exist at all. s

We presently wish to take up the positive features of that .
theory as it.was first born in Russia, 1903-06, and as. it gave.
Trotskyism the only base it has in the underdeveloped economies,”
whether that be Ceylon, Indonesia, or Viet Nam. That positive ele-
ment is twofold: (1) the element of genius—its anticipation of
future development—relates to its thesis that the Russia of 1903-05
need not await full industrialization te have ifs revolution; that,
it could be the first to have a proletarian revolution since it does
have a cohesive, though small proletariat, to lead the vast mass
of peasants. Victory could therefore be assured it, PROVIDED -
(2) it was part of a world revolution. )

These two elements fired the imagination of the colonial masses
in our era and won the Trotskyists members, especially during the
periods when the Communists were in one of their: right-wing:
zigzags of being for “all four classes,” or of slavishly following .
the Russian foreign policy at a moment when the national revolution:
in any one country demanded a totally different policy. Thus in
1936 during the Blum regime in France which gave Indo China’
some political freedoms, while the Stalinist “anti-fascist” ~policy
within the colonies made it unite with the middle-class, the
Trotskyists won a Saigon municipal election which put

munists in the shade.

Continued on page 7 -
Communism,

*See Nationalism,
Afro-Asian Revolution, pp20-22.

Marxist-Humanism

_and the! .

the Com-:
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YOUTH

Watts Youth Speak

Out

NEW BEGINNINGS

by Eugene Walker

The Real Issue of the
Student Draft Problem

. U.S. college students are now being faced with the
distinet possibility of being drafted in the near future.
The director of Selective Service, Gen. Hersey, has indi-
cated that examinations will be given college students this
spring to determine whether they will be drafted. Those
who score too low will lose their student deferments.

At the university I attend,
thousands of students found that
the automatic deferments which
they had received in previous
years were no longer granted and
many were. reclassified 1A. This
has led many to examine the draft
regulations,

NON-COLLEGE YOUTHS
ASK: WHY?

-The special status given college
_students certainly put youth who
do not go to college in a position
of being more likely to be draft-
ed. The non-college youth ask why
they should have to go just be-
cause they are not in college.
Many cannot afford to continue
in school.

The rationale behind exempt-
ing college students is that they
-are being trained for jobs which
will benefit society as a whole.
The tests which will be given
are designed to eliminate from
privileged student deferment
those in the lower portion schol-
astically.

This is supposed to be some
type of an intelligence test. How-
ever, those who are not full-time
students will lose any deferment
before the test. Thus the student
-deferment already favors these
- .who ecan afford full-time class

“ loads.

There are also students in col-
-lege who came from inferior
grade schools, or who go to
school full-time but still  work,
Many of these students, while
able to stay in school, are not
in the top of the class. Thus the
tests will select against them.

POOR ARE PENALIZED

- An argument can be made that
the whole draft system with its
special deferments favors the
drafting of the poor who can not

-often obtain these deferments.
And now the new tests may very
well select even against those

poor who have managed to go
to college.

Nevertheless, is it right to op-
pose the student deferment be-
cause it is protection for a cer-
tain portion of the youth at the
expense of another portion?

The whole problem with such
a discussion is that it is arguing
on the grounds of how best to
supply the governmeni with the
30,000 men it asks for every
month, and thus it cannot give
any rational solution to the con-
flict, save universal service, And
this certainly in no answer to
those opposed to military service.
THE REAL QUESTION

The real question that should
be asked — both by those eligible
to be drafted and those protected
for the moment — is: should the
government be able to draft
30,0600 men a month for duty
when we as citizens have little
control over what they are used
for? Recently 20,000 were sent
to suppress a popular revolution
in Latin America; 235,000 are
now involved in Vietnam. ‘

Exactly what are we fighting
for and whom are we fighting
against is the question. I do not
wish to try and answer that here.
What I am raising is how do you
approach the individual problem
of being drafted, and perhaps
being involved in ‘the killing of
other human beings. -

One has to put in objective
terms what is happening. To put

it on. a basis of choosing one

group of people over another is
what the government is doing. It
will be arguing on their ground
to ask that another group be
chosen to go, or that all should
have to go. Why should ANY
go? If we attempt to answer this
question we will not be trapped
in answers which always end up
giving the government its 30,000
men for the month.

Rightists Make Baltimore Gains

By MIKE WALTERS

Baltimore; Md.—The 1964
presidential campaign was
‘not really a defeat for the
American Right. Although
their standard-bearer was de-
feated, they developed a
“mass base” that they need-
ed to counter-act the poli-
tical advances that the elec-
tion had won for the liberals.
Millions were exposed to
their propaganda, which lies
-dormant until the right issue
can be utlized.

The defeat of an open occu-
pancy ordinance in Baltimore by
the City Council illustrates this
situation. It should have passed
“without difficulty, as the major-
ity of the populace in Baltimore
belong to some minority group,
whether Negro, Jewish or
. Catholie.

VOCAL SUPPORT
INADEQUATE

Religious leaders of all the
major - faiths supported the bill.
Organized labor  officials spoke
in its favor. The majority of the
City Coungil are Johnson Demo-
-erats, - Yet open occupancy was
- defeated by a vote of 13 to 8.

At an open hearing, Cardinal
Sheean, who spoke in favor of
open occupancy, was greeted by
boos from hundreds of Rightists.
Yet the majority of the Catholic

members of the City Council
voted against the bill. This was
all due to mass political agita-
tion by the Right. They formed
front groups, labeling them-
selves “taxpayers associations”
and “citizens interest” or “civic
leagues.”

But the Right was still not
satisfied. It had the taste of a
political victory in its mouth,
and was eager for more. The
chairman of the Baltimore Hu-
man Relations Council is an ac-
tive member of SANE and par-
ticipated in the November March
on Washington. In the cause of
patriotism, he was defeated for
renomination. The City Council
linked the issues of civil rights
and peace,.

RIGHTIST AGITATION

Their actions are as much due
to the political inadequacies of
the liberal eommunity as to the
manipulations of the Right. Al
though the official leaders of
Baltimore’s religious community
and labor supported the bill,
their activity was from above.
Their rank-and-file were being
agitated by the Right on such
issues as property values, crime
in the streets, ete.

The mayor, who has a reputa-
tion for being a crusader for
liberalism, was silent. He had
just gotten back from Asia with
Vice-President Humphrey . . .

Students Organize to Keep Class

Los Angeles, Calif. — For
the past several years the
high 'school I attend has
offered drama classes for the
students who are interested,
but this year there was the
possibility of the classes
being cut until a new teacher
was reassigned. Also, the
administration moved us from the
one classroom built for the drama
class needs, to another which has
inadequate space. This room is

Farce of War on
Poverty Is Clear

Philadelphia, Pa. — Two pro-
fessors of political science and
six sociologists from local col-
leges have planned out what they
call the Philadelphia “War on
Poverty Institute.’” The “Insti-
tute” is supposed to frain 383
persons whose yearly incomes
are under $3,000. They include
the 144 elected members of the
neighborhood “anti-poverty com-
mittees,” 144 “scholarship stu-
dents”’ chosen by the former, and
95 employees of the “community
action councils.”

According to a political sci-
ence professor from Temple Uni-
versity, “The Institute will train
the leaders of the war on poverty
to understand their own needs
and familiarize these leaders
with ways to improve their con-
ditions. They will then transmit
this knowledge to the impover-
ished.”

There have been purblind and
arrogant professors before, even
professors who thought social
conditions (which they know
little about) could be changed
by teaching a course or stating
some half-baked ideas, but that
last sentence really takes the
cake. Imagine, “transmitting
knowledge to the impoverished.”
What’s even funnier, or more
pathetic, depending how you
look at it, is the $600,000 a year
that the Government is putting
into the “Institute.”

Youth Sees giow

Racial Advances

Detroit, Mich. — On Thursday,
Feb. 24, at the Jewish Community
Center, there was a discussion
for youth on racial harmony in
Detroit, now and in the past.
Leonard Gordon, Michigan area
Director of the American Jewish
Committee, and Henry Silver, of
the Mayor’s Commission on Com-
munity Relations, were the guest
speakers.

Silver talked about the riots of
1943 and the general condition
of Negro life then. The Mayor’s
Commission on Community Rela-
tions organization was formed at
that time to help Negroes and
others who needed help with
segregation problems. This com-
mittee did everything except stop
general segregation in most peo-
ple’s minds.

Gordon talked about the racial
issues now at Wayne State Uni-
versity. Some students are active
in the Civil Rights Movement.

Others agree without meaning it, |}

or taking an active part.

A question was asked about
when racial harmony will be com-
plete in Detroit. Silver and Gordon
answered that it will be a long
time until complete racial har-
mony is attained in Detroit, but
that day will come.

I believe that racial harmony— :

at least in terms of desegregation
and equal opportunity—will be
achieved much sooner, but I think
these outward changes will come
sooner than the changes in peo-
ple’s minds,

¢ —Pre-teenager

too small to act in; it 'is over
another class room and when we
talk and jump around, it disturbs
the class below us. S

We asked the principal and the
administration to reassign us to
our first class room, but they re-
fused. So we organized the stu-
dents and were going to try to
petition the school.

TALKS WITH PRINCIPAL

I mimeographed some petitions
for the students to sign. Before
passing them out I talked to the
principal. He showed me the
School Administration | Book,
which says no outsiders, or teach-
ers or anybody may petition the
school, 1

Then I showed him the petition.
1 believe that really upset him,
because after he had finished
talking to me, the vice principal
came up to my room and got me
out and he also talked to me, He
told me that if 1 didn’t give him
the petitions right then I would
immediately be thrown out of
school, and not be allowed fo get
into an school.

I knew that this was a lie be-
cause I would just have fo organ-
ize 50 of the dedicated people,
and we would walk out. And we
would all be reassigned to our
school.

THREAT TO EXPEL

The vice principal went into
my locker and took the petitions,
He was really mean about it. He
said if the petition went out, I
would go out. But then he said
we would get our room back be-
fore the week was out. -

He told me that the main
reason we didn’t have the roem
was that the school was over-
crowded. I explained to him about
two adjoining rooms which have
about 80 seats in them which
only .10 .students . oetupy .for
various classes. Across' the hali
in another room, which is a
health class that all boys have to
take now in order to graduate,
there are about 50 boys all
crammed up. All that Bas to be
done is to switch rooms. I think
part of the problem is the admin-
istration does not care.
TEACHER IS BLOCKED

Before we had begun our prepa-
ration of petitions, the teacher
had gone down to the administra-
tion and tried to get the old class
room back. They just blocked him
out and told him that we were
not going to get the room.

We were not going to get the
class because another new
teacher came in and she pulled
some strings. She didn't want to
move out of that room because
her classes were all in this par-
ticular room, and she just didn’t
want to walk a few steps to an-
other class room for the one
period a day when drama is
taught, .

STUDENTS READY TO ACT

The kids in the drama class
all agreed that we had fo do
something to get the room back,
They wanted to draw posters and
signs, or walk out, or d¢ anything
just to get back the roem,

I discussed the situation with
about 30 kids outside of those in
the drama class. They liked the

radiecal. i

The student journal of pelitical affairs
A provocative journal of controversy, scholarship, :
inquiry and dissent — for those who are still attracted :
to the creative and cantankerous, the imaginative and i

THE ACTIVIST

One year’s subscription—$2
5 issues, occasional pamphlets

idea of what we were doing. They
wanted us to get the room. They

[didn’t like the idea of the ad-

ministration putting you where
they want to put you.

Although the vice principal
said that we should have our
room back by the end of the
week, we got it the very next
day. I think that they gave us
the room so fast just to cut down
on any trouble that might occur.

Hits Malcolm X
Trial Proceedings

New York, N. Y. — Twice dur-
ing the course of the trial of
the alleged assassins of Mal-
colm X, the doors of the court-
room have been locked against
the press and the public—the
people. Behind those closed
doors, two “mystery witnesses”
have given secret testimony for
the prosecution in its case against
Thomas Hayer, Norman 3X But-
ler, and Thomas 15X Johnson.

The nature of that testimony
is not important here, nor is
the guilt or innocence of these
three men. But the nature of
secret testimony - itself and its
effects upon the jury (nine men
and three women-—three of the
men are black) is of grave im-
portance, Such testimony is dam-
aging to any defendant in any
case, not because of its content,
but because of the circumstances
surrounding its presentation.

There were other common vio-
lations of human rights in the
trial:

(1) Every prospective juror
was asked if he would give great-
er weight to the testimony of
a law enforcement agent than
to that of an ordinary -citizen.
Those who were accepted as
jurors -maintained that they
would not. But does any reason-
able man seriously believe that
the average juror will give equal
weight to the testimony of a
white police detective, his badge
shining on the lapel of his Ivy-
league suitcoat, to that of a 70-
year-old Blackman from Cape
Verde, who joined Malcolm’s
Organization of Afro-American
Unity in the hope that it might
send him back to the island of
his birth?

(2) From time to time, jurors
are introduced to disregard cer-
tain portions of the testimony,
or certain comments, or certain
statements. But a statement has
been made, is in the air, is
heard; it cannot be forgotten.
Certainly lawyers consider such
statements an important part of
their legal arsenal.

Under those circumstances, is
it at all possible for a jury to
remain unimpressed by the ex-
clusion even of the press, or
by an empty, high-ceilinged
courtroom when moments before
every seat had been filled?

A society that permits these
kinds of self-deception in its
courts is either dishonest or in-
sane.

Black Student
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Jailed 6 Months

Try to Frame Watts Negro for Murder

Los Angeles, Cal.—Philip

‘Bentley Brooks, 23, has just

been released on bail — six
months after the Watts Re-
volt, when he was arrested
on a charge of first degree
murder for the slaying of a
deputy sheriff, although the
deputy had been shot by his
own partner.

Bail was set at $2,500, which
is quite low for first degree mur-
der, but evidently the state has a
very Wweak case. Nevertheless,
they kept Brooks in jail for six

months without bail. He is mar- |

ried and has four small children.

According to police records,
the deputies approached a car be-
ing driven by Brooks which had
stopped for a red light at the in-
tersection of Imperial and Wil
mington on Aug. 12, 1965, about
9:30 p.m. Joseph Lavine, Jr,, 23,
was in the front passenger seat
and Harold Potts, 22, in the rear.

The deputy walking toward
Brooks carried a shotgun, his

finger on the trigger. The deputy
alleges ‘that Brooks reached out
of the car and placed his hand
on the gun; that he (the deputy)
became startled by the action of
Brooks and jumped back, jerk-
ing the gun, causing it to dis-
charge and fatally wound his
fellow-deputy.

STORY DISPUTED

Brooks denies that he touched
the gun at any time. He asserts
that the deputy aimed the gun at
him. “Then he hit me with the
butt of it. When he hit my elbow
and the top of the door, it went
off.”

Lavine charges that sheriff’s
deputies beat all three of them.
He claims that the deputies at
first thought he was driving the
car. They handcuffed him with
his hands behind his back, he
claims, and then, pulling his body
up by the handcuffs, rammed his
head four or five times into the
side of the car, and also whipped
him over the head with a flash-
light. All three were given medi-

Tell Why They Occupied

Greenville Air

Force Base

(Editor’s Note -~ Impoverished Negroes issued the following
statement before they were evicted by the Federal Government
‘from the Greenville Air Force Base. They are now at Strike City.

See p’icture p. 1.)

. Greenville, Miss.—We are
here because we are hungry
and cold and we have no
jobs or land. We don’t want
charity. We are willing to
work for ourselves if given
a chance.

We are at the Greenville

Air Force Base because it is
federal property and there

are hundreds of empty|

houses and buildings.

We need those houses and
1and. We could be trained for
jobs in the buildings.

WHAT ARE WE DEMANDING?

1. We demand food. We are
here because we are hungry. Our
children can’t be taught in school
because they are hungry.

-9 We demand jobs. We are
_here because we have no jobs.

Many of us have been thrown
off the plantations where we
worked for nothing all our lives.

3. We demand job training, We
demand that people De trained
for things that they want to do
and they be paid while they are
being trained.

4. We demand income, We de-
mand that poor people be given
an income instead of handouts
and food commodities. Until we
get an income for our families,
we want commodities which are
fit to eat. The commodities we
get now are old and full of bugs
and weevils. We want fresh veg-
etables, fruits, and meaf. We

“want to decide what foods we

want to eat.

5. We demand land. We are
here because we don’t have land.
There are thousands of acres here
that the government owns. We
say we are supposed fo be part
of that government. We want the
clear and the unclear land; we’ll
clear the unclear land ourselves.

6. We want “Operation Help”
to be stopped. We don’t want the
Mississippi eounty boards of su-
pervisors to have another chance
to decide whether poor people
should get food. We don’t rec-
ognize these county boards be-
cause they don’t represent us.

~We want the Office of Economic

Opportunity and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to hire poor
people to represent us, We, the
poor people, want to distribute
the food.

7. We demand that Project
Headstart schools be started now,
We demand that the Office of

Economic Opportunity give us
the money they promised us last
September so that our children
can be taught in the Headstart
school.

We are ready mow to ask of
President Johnson whose side are
you on - the poor people’s~or
the millionaires’?

POOR PEOPLE’S

CONFERENCE

Januvary 31, 1966
®

WRITE TO THE PRESIDENT
AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
TODAY in support of the people
of the Mississippi Delta asking
that federal land in Mississippi
be made available to those who
need it.

FUNDS ARE DESPERATELY
NEEDED to provide food and
clothing for the poor, tents and
land for the homeless. Make con-
tributions payable to: MISSIS-
SIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC
PARTY, 802 G Street, S.E., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20003.

cal treatment in jail.

Qriginally all three youths—
none of whom had either a juve-
nile or an adult police record—
were charged with murder. At-
torney Kenneth Thomas, counsel
for Brooks, reports that the Dis-
trict Attorney propounded war-
ious theories in an attempt to
support this charge. The first
theory alleged that the slaying
was an act of conspiracy among
the three# defendants. Next, it
arose from an attempted rob-
bery; Brooks was trying to take
the gun away from the deputy in
order to appropriate it for his
own use, The third theory main-
tained that existence of a riot
sufficed to show that the de-
fendants had malicious intent to
take the officer’s life.

TWO RELEASED

For lack of probable cause to
hold them for murder the cases
acainst Lavine and Potts were
dismissed and they were releas-
ed after being held in jail for
four months without bail.

Brooks, however, was held for
first degree murder on yet an-
other theory. A section of the
nenal code makes it a felony to
interfere with an executive offi-
cer in the performance of his
duties. This current theory holds
that the deputy sheriff is an exe-
cutive officer and that Brooks
was committing a felony by in-
terfering with him. Therefore,
the act of the deputy in shooting
his pariner can be attributed to
the felony being commitfed by
Brooks.

SCAPEGOAT NEEDED

“This case exemplifies the de-
gree to which officials in an atti-
tude of hysteria will overreach
in an attempt to find a scape-
goat,” Attorney Brooks said. He
noted that if no Negro were to

be prosecuted for murdering a

Caucasian during the riots, no
justification would appear for the
killing of more than 30 Negroes
during the wuprising.. Only two
Caucasians were killed at the
time: this deputy sheriff and a
fireman.

A Committee for the Defense
of Philip Bentley Brooks has
been formed by a group of con-
cerned citizens. It will work for
the release of Brooks, and raise
funds for his defense. For more
detailed information, contact Mrs.
Jeanne Freeman, chairman,
10203% Compton Ave., Los An-
geles, California, 90002, 569-6814
(day), 733-9428 (evening).

“HUELGA”

by E,

...THE FIRST 100 DAYS

A thrilling account of the biggest farm
strike since the thirties, now going on,
This book, 160 pages with many photos,
is one you'll want to keep, $1.50each

OF THE GREAT
GRAPE STRIKE

A B s ae

Name

Farm Worker Pjess
Box 1060-Delano, Calif,
Send me __ copies of '"Huelga"

Address

TWO WORLDS

Early Marxist-Humanist Analysis
of Viet Nam Predicted War Moves

Continued from page 5

Even during World War II when all political freedoms were
nnce again removed, the Trotskyist participation in the resistance
to the Japanese occupation kept it stronger than the CP. When,
however, at the end of the war the Trotskyists became part of
the Vietminh and a provisional government, with- Ho Chi Minh as
president, was established, the duality in the theory of the permanent
revolution aided the Communists in gaining power. The Communists
do not take chances with anyone who questions their monolithism,
Whether it was the great figure of Leon Trotsky himself whom
Stalin made sure to murder during World War II, or the Trotskyist
leader in Viet Nam, Ta Thu Thau, whom the Communists assassinated
as World War II ended, the Communists made sure that no polariz-
ing independent Marxist force remained alive for long.

When I was in Paris in 1947 and met some Vietnamese
Trotskyists, they saw the role of class-compromise the Communists
were practicing then, but failed to see the vanguard potential of
the Vietnamese peasants. They did not fight for that question to
be put as a.separate point on the agenda of the Fourth International
because they themselves could not see victory through total
reliance on those revolutionary peasants. At the same time France
betrayed Ho Chi Minh by only promising to negotiate for an.
independent Viet Nam. By then civil war was inevitable, and once
again the Trotskyists, to the extent they existed there, became just
an appendage to the Communist movement,. ‘
THE “NEW” STATE CAPITALIST ADMINISTRATORS

Vigt Nam was divided in two by the Geneva Agreement of
the “Big Four” plus China in 1954. Though by 1950 Peking had
recognized the “Democratic Republic of Vietnam,” headed by Ho
Chi Minh, and though Ho Chi Minh had been a leader of the
resistance, the Vietnamese masses did not accept him in 1954
when the civil war ended and they fled South by the thousands,
tens of thousands, until they had numbered nearly a million, Only in
part was this due to the fact that Ngo Dinh Diem had resisted
French overlordship, and its puppet Bao Dai for, by comparison,
Ho Chi Minh was still an outstanding revolutionary. What, then,
made the peasants run? They were, quite obviously, the first to
smell that the state capitalist bureaucratic administrators were no
different from the old conquerors. Therefore they ran in the opposite
direction—but no one was there to listen, much less to build on
what those refugees felt and thought.

. In 1958, before the rightist coup in Laos I had written fo a
friend specializing in the study of Southeast Asia about the moment
in history when the Communist tide had been stopped-—and not
by arms: “What is this totally new phenomenon? . . . Could the
refugees from Communism tell? Could living with Vietnamese at
this ’point of history reveal the new and dramatic that may be
so vital to the whole 20th Century siruggle for the mind of man?
AlL T know is that what is abstract in Hegel in the ‘Absolute Idea,
like ‘Self-determination in which alone the Idea is to hear itself
sp_eak,’ was made concrete in Lenin’s time by the speech of the
Irish Revolution which Lenin immediately embraced as not just
‘ordinary principle of self-determination of nations’ but as the
‘bacilli of socialist revolution.’ Can we try to be that daring and
bold in the philosophic approach needed in our day? .. .”

THE DESIRE FOR WORLD DOMINATION

The rightist coup in Laos in 1958 was followed by the Leftist
Pathet Lap coup in 1960. Supposedly peace and “neutralism”
has now been established-—only to have the Kennedy Administration
announce that the U.S. “would not permit Laos to be used as a
Communist military base against South Viet Nam.” (N.Y. Times,
Jctober 8, 1961) As I stated above, it is not “the foreigner,” the
cutside that makes the downfall of South Viet Nam imminent—it
is the internal, the rejection by the masses of the corrupt Mandarin
nepotism of South Viet Nam. Just as it was important to show
the positive in the theory of permanent revolution to explain the
mass base in the few places Trotskyism has one in the underde-
veloped counfries, so it now becomes imperative to clarify the
distinction between U.S. monopoly capitalism with state overtones
and Russian state-capitalism with “socialist” overtones. Both are
out for single world domination, it is true. Both are part of the
world stage of capitalist development — state capitalism — it is
equally true, .

Nevertheless, the Russian (and Chinese) variety wish to remake
the world in their own image and. therefore open up for the
intelligentsia the vista of being the new ruling class while the
American private capitalists are lazy enough to want to dominate
by pure identification with the old ruling class and thus open
no vista to any section of the population that would gain from the
overthrow of the status quo,

It is this which makes Kennedy resort back to the mailed fist,
the old Eisenhower-Dulles policy variant of it: whether it is West
Germany and the re-establishment of the Krupps that gave birth
to Nazism, or it is South Viet Nam and the re-establishment of the
rule of the mandarins. In this way the young bright intellectuals
around Kennedy expose their total bankruptey. In less than a year
of rule we face the possible commitment of U.S. troops in Southeast
Asia. But the American people are not about to consent to another
Korea, nor to' another brainwashing, whether it comes from the
full state-capitalists, or. those only on the road to state-capitalism.
What we as a group need to do while this still is in the discussion
stage, and the State Department is still busy denying it means
actual combat duty, is to show that no event, no matter how minute,
can be analyzed, or acted upon, except as a totality of philosophie,
economic, political and organizational outlook such as Marxist-
Humanism is.

" MARXISM AND FREEDOM
BY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

Special paperback edition, only $1.98. (Hard cover,

$6.) Available also in Halian and Japanese translations,

Otder from: NEWS & LETTERS, 8751 Grand River,
Detroit, Mich., 48204
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checks—but have done nothing
either to end discrimination in
their own unions or organize the
unorganized.

The failure of the labor leader-
ship to come to the aid of the
Mississippi and Tennessee Free-

" dom Unions is documented by the

very existence of the now famous
Tent Cities in both Tennessee and
in the Mississippi Delta. In Mis-
sissippi, the Tent City near
Greenville is known as “Strike
City,” populated by the men,
women and children who were

“thrown off their plantations after

they waged an unsuccessful strike
for higher wages last year.
Prodded by the activity
of rank-and-file Negro workers
in their own union—such as those
in Detroit who have organized

- a Michigan Chapter to aid the
- Lowndes County Christian Move-

ment “back home”’—UAW offi-
cials have finally taken the first

~steps to send help to the Tent

Cities which have sprung up for
a variety of reasons throughout

-“'the South.
“FROM NONE TO MAJORITY

Tent City in Lowndes County,
Ala., for example, is populated by

.Negroes who have been evicted,

not for strike activity, but for
voter registration activity. One
short year ago, just before the

- historic Selma to Montgomery
. “March, not a single Negro was

registered to vote in this county
where Negroes outnumber the
whites almost 4 to 1. By today,
registered Negro voters far out-
number registered white voters,
despite the most extreme forms of
intimidation and reprisal against
them.

The more intense the intimida-
tion, the more determined have
become the Negroes to continue
their drive. Though driven out of
their jobs, out of their homes, and
even shot at in their tents, they
have made it plain that they in-
tend to stay in Alabama and use
their hard-won vote to wrest the
11 counties of Alabama’s “Black
Belt” from white dominance this
November.

One of the most important of
the new developments has been
the Lowndes County Freedom
Organization (LCFO), a new
“third party’” which intends to
run an all-Negro slate in No-
vember with the Black Panther
as its symbol.

DRIVE FOR SHERIFF OFFICE

Once LFCO is established,
SNCC plans to organize similar
parties in other counties where
the - overwhelming Negro ma-
jority makes it possible for them
tc win and gain control of the
county government. The LCFO
intends to run candidates for al-
most all local offices: sheriff,
supervisor, tax assessor, board
of education, and jury commis-
sioner. The fact that the right
to vote is considered nothing less
than a “life-and - death” ques-
tion in the Deep South, where
so many have already lost their
lives merely for the crime of be-
ing a Negro, is seen in the fact
that the office of sheriff is one
of those Negroes are most an-
xious to win.

The strength of the Negro
movement, and the fact that the
whites now know they will need
Negro votes fo stay in power in
many of ‘the counties, is clearly
shown in this: the motto ‘“For
White Supremacy” which has
always -apeared on the ballot
above the white rooster, symbol
of the Alabama Democratic Par-
ty, has quietly been removed this
year.

The most recent, virtually un-
animous, Supreme Court decision
to uphold.the major provisions of

the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and

clear the way for large-scale par-
ticipation .- by . Negroes .in . this
year’s eleetions, is one more test-
imony to the never-ceasing pres-
sure of the movement—the same

Labor, Negro Movement Make
New Links to Change Society

pressure which had finally forced
passage of the act last summer.

The new forms of struggle
that are evolving South and
North emphasize not only the
ceaseless nature| of the freedom
movement—which refuses to be
sided-tracked until full freedom
is won—but also the insepar-
ability of the class question from
the race question. -

WATTS QUESTION REMAINS

That was the ifact of life that
the Watts Revoit hurled at the
world last summeér. But the warn-
ing that Watts sounded has
fallen on deaf ears insofar as
the power structure has been
concerned. All that has come
out of that Revolt has been a
$300,000 report that has warned
that unless some changes are
made, Watts Qtn erupt again.

(Ed. Note: As we go to press,
it has.)

Meanwhile, both Martin Luth-
er King, and CORE’S new direc-
tor, Floyd McKissick, have been
trying to emphasize anew the
importance of the common
struggle of labor and the Negro.
In Chicago, Rev. King has openly
asked the labor unions to back
his drive to clean up the slum
conditions in Chicago. As a start-
er, he received pledges of $25,000
in aid from a meeting sponsored
by the United Packing-house
Workers. :

Since then UAW Region 4, with
90,000 members in Illinois, Iowa
and Nebraska, has officially com-
mitted more than 100 organizers
to lead King’s drive to organize
slum dwellers into a wunion to
bargain for better conditions with
their landlords. The UAW has
also agreed to help in a massive
voter registration campaign, and
to publicize the low wage rates
of Negro workers in an effort to
get a high state and mnational
minimum wage. It is the biggest
move to date by the official Iabor
movement to help a civil rights
drive, and reflects the pressures
from below.

LABOR AND NEGRO

The two great movements that
have produced all the progress
and given all the democracy that
America has ever known have
been the labor and the Negro
struggles in this country—from
the beginning of the 19th century
right up to today.

But it is only when these two
great. movements, labor and
Negro, have coalesced, instead of
merely running parallel to each
other, that any real turning point
has been achieved. That is what
made possible the CI0—and that
is the only thing that will make
possible the true reconstruction of
society on humanist foundations
without which total freedom will
never be achieved.

The Negro movement in this
country that began ten years ago
with the 1956 Montgomery Boy-
cott and refused to ““wait”’ for the
labor movement to join it has
not only produced more gains
for the Negro than had been seen
in the enttire century before—
but has provided the inspiration
for new freedom struggles every-
where—and has impelled many
whites to stand up and be count-
ed with it.

SIGNS OF FUTURE

That it has now inspired a new
move on the part of rank-and-file
workers—such as those in auto
who are consciously seeking a
direct link to and alliance with
the civil rights movement—is a
tremendously important sign of
things to come. What these work-
ers feel must surely be felt by
thousands and thousands of other
rank-and-file workers — and not
only in auto, but in steel, coal,
rubber and every other industry,
as well.

It is when these forces do fin-
ally link up in a decisive man-
ner, from below, that total free-
dom, freedom from class soci-
ety, will finally be possible.

Our Life and Times

By Peter Mallory

50th Anniversary of the Irish Revolution

On Easter Monday, 1916,
James Connolly, a man of
socialist convictions, led the
Irish Citizens Army in a life
and death struggle to free Ire-
land from the hands of British
imperialism. He was betrayed
by people he depended upon,
but fought bravely until cap-
tured and finally executed by

the British. While he did not

live to see it, the struggle that
he initiated finally led to the
independence of the southern
part of Ireland, and the Irish
have never ceased to struggle
against the partition of their

country into two parts.

To mark the anniversary of
the event, the hated statue of
Lord Nelson in the main
square of Dublin was blasted
to ruins by Irish patriots;

To acquaint the youth of
today with the views of the
man who fought in opposition
to World War I, I would like
to quote something James Con-
nolly wrote in 1915: ‘

“We have held, and do!hold,
that war is a relic of barbar-
ism only possible because we
are governed by a ruling class
with barbaric ideas; we:have
held and do hold that the
working class of all countries

cannot hope to escape the hor-
rors of war until in all coun-
tries that barbaric ruling class
is thrown from power; and we
have held, and do hold that
the lust for power on the part
of the ruling class is so deeply
rooted in the nature and in-
stinet of its members, that it
is more probable that nothing
less than a superior force will
ever induce them to abandon
their throttling grasp upon the
lives and liberties of mankind.”

Those who fought and died
50 years ago in the struggle
for freedom should be remem-
bered today as having passed
on to us a proud heritage.

ORGANIZATION OF

AFRICAN UNITY

The 0.A.U., as it is called,
has held a six day meeting in
Addis Ababa to discuss the
problems that African nations
mutually face. The foreign
ministers of these African
countries, after six days of dis-
agreement, finally found one
issue they could unite on, a
resolution calling on Britain to
apply effective measures, in-
cluding force, to bring about
the downfall of the Smith
rebel regime in Rhodesia.

The first disagreement came
over the seating of the mnew
regime in Ghana in place of
Nkrumah’s delegate. Guinea,
Mali and Tanzania stormed out
of the sessions. The United
Arab Republic and Algeria fol-
lowed over the issue of
Rhodesia, when the Alegerian
resolution was rejected.

Somalia left the conference
stating they would not be a
party to submissive resolutions
that violated the very prin-
ciples on which the 0.A.U. was
founded. Kenya walked out in
an expression of solidarity
with Nkrumah.

Zambia followed suit, return-
ing only to praise Nkruma}}.
With the withdrawal of Mauri-
tania and the Congo Republic,
the meetings became quit'e
meaningless and the Organi-
zation of African Unity ended
its meetings in the greatest
state of disunity that has ever
existed since its foundation.

DUBOIS CLUBS

For the first time since the
era of Senator McCarthy, the
U.S. Attorney General, Kat-
zenbach, has petitioned the
Subversive Activities Control
Board to add a name to this
illegal list. The organization
cited was the W. E. B, DuBois
Clubs.

As if his request was the
signal for a new period of Mec-
Carthy hysteria to begin, the
national office of the DuBois
Clubs in San Francisco was
completely demolished wit_h
40 sticks of dynamite and six
members of the club in Brook-
lyn, N.Y. were attacked on the
street outside their clubroom.

We do not support the Du-
Bois Club in any shape or
manner, but we do condemn
anyone, from Katzenbach to
the hoodlums, who tries to

suppress political ideas, wheth-

er through blacklisting or
through force and violence.

GUATEMALA
ELECTION

The military regime in
Guatemala has just conducted
its first election since it over-
threw the government of Presi-
dent Fuentes in 1963. They
had promised to abide by the
results, expecting to win with
their candidate, Col. Aguilar.

Another right wing candidate,
Col. Ponciano, -was former
Army Chief of Staff. The civil-
ian candidate, Mendez . Mon-
tenegro, was the candidate of
the Revolutionary Party, rep-
resenting the center-left,
First reports indicated that
Mendez had won a majority
over the combined military

. candidates because of the wide

support he enjoyed among the
industrial workers. He 'won
overwhelmingly in Guatemala
City. Doubts as to whether he
would be allowed to agsume
the presidency, however,: grew
as the military demanded that
the vote in the capital be “in-
validated” and new returns
were brought in later from
the more remote regions. Al-
though Mendez continued to
lead the other two candifates,
his vote was whittled down to
less than the majority needed
to win. If no candidate re¢eives
a majority the election will
be decided by the: congress,
and the serious political crisis
will merely be postponed two
months.

CIVIL RIGHTS

In an unexpecteed decision
a Federal Judge has ordered
the State of Alabama to in-
clude both Negroes and women
of both races on all future
juries. Thus the white women
of Alabama have been given
back their civil rights through
the Negro struggle for their
rights. At the same time the
judge ruled that Alabama’s
justice of the peace system
was illegal, :

It had been common practice
in the state for these justices
to levy big fines on motorists
passing through the state. The
justices kept the fines as their
“fee”., I you could not pay
you stayed in jail or forfeited

. your car for the fine.

The states of Mississippi and
North Carolna still employ this
system of fake justice. Yau can
imagine what kind of a chance
a Negro stands when hailed be-
fore such a “court”.

AUSTRIA ELECTION

Since the end of World War
II, Austria has been about
evenly split between the
Socialists and the conserva-
tives, neither able to obfain a
majority. The - election of
March 6 gave the conservatives
85 seats to the Socialists T4,
with six elected by other
parties. Thus the conservatives
have a clear majority with
which to form the new govern-
ment.

The campaign was marked
by much bitterness as the right
wing elements carried on an
anti-Semitic campaign against
the Socialists, whom they ac-
cused of being a front for the
Jews. :

While anti-Semitism ;s of-

ficially banned in Austria, the
nationalist elements, some stu-
dent organizations, and die-
hard ultra-conservative Catho-
lic elements still practice and
preach hatred of Jews.

BRITISH ELECTION

The government of Prime
Minister Wilson, in power for
the past 16 months on a very
slim majority, has called for
new elections at a time it
seems to him to be most ap-
propriate. According to ex-
perts, he stands a good chance
of returning the Labor Party
to power, where it will remain
until 1970 if he gets a clear
majority.

If Wilson wins, it will not be
because of any great improve-
ments he has made in the lives
of the British working class.
He has shown himself to be
adept at walking the thin line
between victory and defeat,
not making enemies, and

_throwing a few-erumbs to the

working class.

The conservative opposition
as represented by Heath has
little new to offer even to.its
own members. If they win,
they are expected to make
peace with the Smith regime
in Rhodesia, which would just
about. end any hope Britain
might have of playing -any
future role in Africa.

SYRIAN REVOLT

It was somewhat startling to
read that, “leftist officers over.
throw = socialist regime in
Syria.” So loose has the capita-
list press become with the use
of the words socialist and
leftist, that they are quite
meaningless.

“Leftist” in Arab countries
has come to mean anti-Semitic,
since the first thing the new
army regime did was fo em-
brace the philosophy of Nas-
ser, whose aim it is to destroy
Israel.

All the new regime means
to Syrians is more military
dictatorship. The new dictator,
Nureddin Atassi has called for
an immediate “War of Libera-
tion” against Israel.

NUCLEAR BOMBS

The crash of an American
military plane over Spain re-
vealed that it was carrying
several nuclear bombs, one of
which was “lost” and cannot
be located after over a month
of searching.

Crashes elsewhere reveal
that American planes carrying
nuclear devices are in the air
at all times in all parts of the
world, including the = United
States. We have been told that
they are “quite harmless” un-
less properly set off. That
must be why the U.S. is spend-
ing millions of dollars to locate
it.
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